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' Reverend Gerald L. EK. Saith, 
: fhe Werwick Hotel, 

\ Hew York City. 


i Dear Reverend Grith: 


f{uvitation te visit ths headguarters ef ths 
~\Federel Bureau of Investigation whem {¢ is 
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Honorable Janss J, Davis 
7 United States Senate 
: Washington, D, C. out 


e 


By dear Senator: 


; I decire to ecknowledse receipt ef your comumice- 
= tion of February 3, 19.2, with which you forwarded an anonynous 
ad couunication addressed to you by a Government exployee anc a 
mineographed circular aaptioned, "The Undelivered Speech" 

hy ; Gated January 21, 1942, which appears over the signature of 
roo : Cerald Le E. Suith. 


I want you to know that I do indeed appreciate 
your eourtesy in bringing this material to my attention, 
The matter has been carefully noted and I have taken the 
liberty of referring copies of the enclosures of your eam 
munication to Honorable ‘encdell Berge, Asaistant Attorney 
' General, for bis information and whatever emsideration deaned 


j appropriate. 


Fi . With expressions of my highest esteen and best 
regards, 


Sincerely yours, 
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thereof & & circular entitied, *fhe Uncelivered " 
appears over the mimeocraphed signature of L, KE, Gxith, 


The activities of Gerald L, K. Smith have been 
to Br. Lawrence F.C, coo Chief, Special Defense Mit, under 
Gate of February 9, 192. 


The Detroit Office of this Bureau has been requested to 


continue the investircation of thie individual and his gray to 
determine whether or not it may be 
may be considered dangerous to the 

Be 


ZI have informed the Senator of this reference, 
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; = Ple.se send information about the work of Gerald 

Le ae rostoffice Box 459, Detroit, Michigan, 


concerning’ “petitions” tq Gongress for no foreign wars etc. ¢ 7 
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this man talks on the adio, station’ ® J & Detroit, 
wiichigen, Sunday P. Me. (6 0" olock E. Se. 7.) 
’ : he books he has written}"Too Much Roosevelt", 
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information regarding this request. 
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Federal Bureau of Investign 


Rnited States Department of J 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 
March 30, 1940 
4 ay % 
oO th 


Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir: 
Re: Subversive Activities 


There is transmitted, herewith, a copy 
of a booklet entitled /*Dancerous Fnemies", the author 
of which is GERALD L. fg StITH. 


This booklet was received through the mail 
by a personal friend and is transmitted to the Bureau 
in order that +t will be available in the event copies 
have not already. been received. 


Very truly yours, 


ARTHUR CORNELIUS, JR. 
Special Agent in Charge 
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ET: DUM Au;ust 27, 1940 





Special agent in Charge 
Detroit, khichigan 





Dear Sir; 


I am enclosing herewith, copies of circu- 
lara received at this Bureau entitled #Dangercus 
m _ snenies,* apparently published by one Gerald L,. A. 
CSnaith, Box 459, Detroit, Michigan. 


You are requested to have conducted a —_— 
discreet investigation concerning theee activit’ es 
and advise the Bureau relative to the reputation: 
of Gerald L. K. Smith. 


fe ‘ Very truly yours, 
, aN) dohn Edyar Hoover 
1 gre’ Director 
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$3 NOTICE i 


To Those Making Special Donations 
For Radio Fund 





| : I herewith enclose a copy of the book, “DANGEROUS ENEMIES," 
| . Which I am presenting to you as promised over the radio. 
THE PURPOSE OF THIS BOOK IS TO EXPOSE THE METHODS OF 
OPERATION EMPLOYED BY THE AGENTS OF THE "FIFTH COLUMN," WHICH ARE 
ATTEMPTING TO UNDERMINE OUR GOVERNMENT AND NATIONAL DEFENSES FROM. 
Aw 
4 


During the period that this offer is effective, each person 
sending in a donation of $1.00 or more for the Radio Fund receives 
a copy of this book, . 
4 
0.35 of your donation has been deposited to the credit of 
the Book Fund, and the remainder to the credit of the Radio Fund 
necessary to buy radio time, printed matter and pay the office help 
necessary to send out the thousands of pieces of literature which 
go all over America every day in response to those who write in | 
following our broadcasts. 


ae - I will appreciate your comment concerning this book after 
Ze you have read it. : 


Extra copies may be secured at reduced rates for distri« 
bution among your friends. This is one way that you can really . 
help carry on this fight and spread the truth that America needd 
to know. ~ “ 


incerely yo 


Mela * 


Gerald Li K.» Smith 
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HELP 


REAL PATRIOTS SPREAD THE TRUTH 
CONCERNING THE ENEMIES. 
: OF AMERICA ; 
- 4 This book has not been published for profit, but as a 
handbook for crusaders. You have been wanting this in- 
formation in print, now here it is. Why not order 10, 20. 


. 50, 100, or even 1,000 extra copies and distribute among 
# your friends. 


ae Se \ ee eee ; When all America learns the truth contained in this book, 





Ae } <{ our fight will be more than half won. 











Additional copies may be secured at the following prices: 


15 Copies __..................... 5.00 
50 Copies... 15.00 & 

100 Copies... 30.09 

1,000 Copies _................ 275.00 


NOTE: — Orders for 8 or more books will be shipped 
€.0.D. upon request, Orders for less than 8 books 
must be accompanied with cash. 





SPECIAL PRICES IN QUANTITIES FOR BOOK STORES, NEWS 
STANDS, DEALERS AND PATRIOTIC ORGANIZATIONS. 


Address all orders for additional copies of the book entitled 
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7 JGMIN EOGAR HOOVER i >. 
DIRECTOR ‘4 : q WMG vA 
Federal Bureau of Investigation : ; 
United States Acpartment of Justice 
Washington, B.C. be 
EAT: JUW September 14, 1940 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 


CO 
, , @ , 


Mr. Gaston, Assistant Secretary of the 
Treasurys, called and advisey that a few days ago a 
communication was sent ¢ u concerning 
a statement made by one about his rela- hb? 
tions with Reverand Gera . ith. Mr. Gaston 
advised that the Treasury Department had neglected 
to keep a copy of this document and asked tf he could 
be furnished with some. JI told him that copies would 
be sent to him immediately. 
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Dae November 25, 100 
: Special Agent in Charge 
Detroit, Michigen 
RE: GERALD L. Kk. SMITH 
j (Bax 459, Detroit, Michigan) 
eved to be publisher of 
Dear Sir: J *Dangerous Enemice" 
ESPIONAGE 
Ps The Bureau desires that it be advised as to 
7 ae the exact status of this case at the present time. 
, Very truly yours, 
. GW ° Pewvew 
= | { John Edgar Hoover 
7 Director 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED xrcoxgaf 
HEREIN IS GAVGLASSIFIED sot [62-4370 —- © 


DATE vo/au BYsr-sarhee— FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIS.: 


ee | 6 NOV 2619. | 
US. DEPAATKEKT OF U7 " 
“| 


ss fan i a eee 
COMMUNICATIONS SECTIUN | 
MAILED 


x NOV 251940 x 










_M. 
FEVERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF 1USTICE 





——————y, me. 
s ; 
* CANTER GLASS, VA, CHARTMAN 3 g 
TENN, 


WAQHNETH WC HELLA, FREDERICK HALE, Male 
; : de Am. ARIZ. @ERALD P. YE, ML DAK 
ae et ee @MER , OLA. J0rIN G. TOWMSEND, JA, DEL. 
P24 eer See JAMES F. PYRMES, 6. c. STYLES BRIDGES, PL H, 
eee Beer MILLARD E. TYDINGS, MD. HOMMY CABOT LODGE, FR., MASS. e 
ee eee BNCHARD 8. RUBBELL, Ga. MUFUS C. HOLMAN, OF—EG. atled fates eTta 
miroir. ALVA B. ADAMS, COLO. ROBERT A. TAFT, OHIO 


tet i, LAD COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 





November 28, 1940 


The Director, 
; r Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
ae Department of Justice, 
* .- Washington, De. Ce 
San? Dear Mr. Hoover: 

A constituent of mine writes that she has 
been an admirer of Gerald L. K.OSmith for some time 
and would like to circulate petitions which he has 
originated. Howéver, she has been informed that Mr. 


Smith is a member of the Communist Party and, if this 
is true, she naturally would not care to become in- 


volved. 
. I shail be greatly obliged if you will ad- 
L vise me in this matter so that I may inform my cor- 
respondent. 


With thanks, I em 
Sincerely selea: 
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an United States Senate 
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Ly dear Senatore 


\ Fith reference to your letter of 
- Moventer 28, 1940, pertatatny to re Gerald 
Le Ks éaith, I desire to adutse yeu that there 
\ té Roth tng +n the Bureau Stiles so trdieate taat 
7 ERBSth te or hae been G menber ‘of the Connuntet 
i Partye 


: I trust thot thts taformottion wil 
be of some acstetaace tc you {rn ansrerine the 





: ar tingutry made to you by one af your constituente, 
With expreastons of my Algheet esteem 
GAG best regards, 
gp Stneerely yours, 
Sree, 
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danuary 18, 1941 


——a 


oo bI- 


ZI wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
dated January 5, 1941, 


Your courtesy and interest in bringing this 
information to my attention are indeed acprecisted, and 
you may be assured your letter will receive appropriate 
consideration. 








Sincerely yours, 


John Edzar Hoover 
Director 
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“-- FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA. x) 
THis CASE ORIGINATED AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN | we DETROIT rueno. 62~1126 


REPORT MADE AT REPORT MADE BY 


DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE 


MISCELLANEOUS = 
Information Concerning 








0 
GERALD L. K. SMITH 


SYNOPS)S OF FACTS: GERALD L. K. S'ITH born Pardeeville, 
Wisconsin, 1898. Attended Butler 

Seninary, Indianapolis, Indiana, and 
was graduated from Valparaiso Univer- 









v oF sity. Preached at Footville, Wiscon- 
if (x sin, Indianapolis, Indiana, and y 
Sh Shreveport, Louisfana. Associated 
Ng 1¥, with late HUEY Pg LONG and attempted —" , 
v to succeed LONG power. Organized 


Committee of 1,000,000 in New York. 
Also collaborated with Father CHARLES 

\ COUGHLIN and Dr. rears Pens. Had 
anbitions of becoming Frésicent of the 
United States. Fresently resides in 
Detroit, Michigan and earns livelihood 
by speaking and radio talks, primarily 
condemning Communism. Has in past re- 
ceived some support and information 
from Ford Kotor Company. Considered 
powerful public speaker. Referred to 
as a "Fascist," "fanatic" and "rabble 
rouser." Author of booklet, "Dangerous 
Enemies,* and book entitled, "Too Much 


HEREIN {S UNCLASSIFIED 
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DETAILS: At Detroit, Michigan: 


eee the Detroit Field 
Division, whose identity is known to the Bureau,, 


advised that he had determined that GERALD L. a! 
K. SLITH was born in Pardeeville, Wisconsin, on February 7 or 27, ated 
1892; that he attended Butler Seminary at Indianapolis, Indiana 
and was later graduated from Valparaiso University with an A.3. 
degree. 






Later he secured a church at Footville, Wisconsin and 
thereafter was Pastor of the Seventh Street Christian Church at 
Indianapolis, Indiana and later was Pastor of the King's Highway | 
Church at Shreveport, Louisiana, 


It was at Shreveport, Louisiana that SMITH became a 
paid organizer for the "Share the Wealth Club" of E 
It is stated that while in that capacity S:‘ITH was a Tight-hand 
man of LONG and is known to have preached the funeral sermon of © 
LOMGe He is one of those "who insist that the spirit of his 
feeesea friend has caused him to be a rabble rouser,." . 


ae related that at various le “yi 
times Si aS repo e has been attacked by various in= ~~ 


dividuals or gangs. However, it has been noted that these attacks 
always occurred just before S.I.TH was to make a public talk and 
it is the assumption of various persons that that is part of his 
ballyhoo. 


Inl935 he sued the Washington Herald of New Orleans for 
libel, charging that he had lost his church when the paper ac- 
cused him of being a bodyguard for LONG. This suit was later 
dropped. 


After the death of LONG he tried to take over the 
reins of the LONG empire. However, the other LONG followers 


apparently did agree er being placed in the hands 
of SITH and former Secretary to LONG, bee 
denied that 1 ha en slated to succeed LONG and the news- 


paper entitled "The Progress," stated flatly that SMITH had been 
slated to be dropped as an associate of LONS prior to LONG's 
death. 
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bo 
further related that SITY had 


been an advocate of Dr. oor TOWN SEND's plan and for a period 
was also collaborating with Reverend CHARLES COUGHLIN of Royal 
Oak, Michigan. 





SIGTH also organized the Committee of 1,000,000 in New 
York, which conmittee had a short life. He later came to Detroit 
and organized the Federation of Americanization in Michigan, a 
Michigan corporation organized as of April 14, 1939, with the 
following incorporators: 


yl ~ 


This federation was short lived and its charter was soon revoked, 


Special scent iD comerly assigned to | 


the Detroit Field Division, whose residence is New Orleans, Louis- bi 
jana, stated that SiITH was well known in and around New Orleans; 

that S:ITH became actively connected with HUEY P. LONG's "Share 

the Wealth" movement in the early days of LONG's reign in Louisiana. 

He stated that this connection by SMITH was made while S'‘ITH was 

preaching at Shreveport, Louisiana. It is reported that S‘ITH 

was forced to resign his pastorate at the Shreveport church for 

some unknown reason, 


SMITH, during the regime of LONG, always campaigned for 
LONG and was a very successful worker in this respect. SHITHts 
duties with LONG finally became that of being in active charge of 
LONG's "Share the Wealth" movewent and SMITH began preaching this 
movement throughout the country. 






Agent indicated that it is generally known in pol a 
Louisiana that '» LONG, prior to his death, contemplated 
running for the presidency of the United States in 1936, possibly 
as a third party candidate. Therefore, about 1934, SIITH began 
a very aggressive campaing to make his "Share the Wealth" organization 


oe 





ate . 
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national in scope. In this capacity, SMITH traveled throughout 
the country preaching the "Share the Wealth Gospel. The money 
for SMITH's activities was furnished from HUEY LONG's political 
organization in Louisiana. After LONG's death, SLOTH was sup- 
posed to have taken all the money that was in the coffers of the 
Share the Wealth organization and at this time the Share the Wealth 
bubble burst, 


After LONG's death his lieutenants in Louisiana began 
fighting amonz themselves and split up into two groups, each grour 
trying to pull a political coop and gain control of the political 
machine and the 1939 Louisiana election. SLITH leppened to be joined 
up with the losing faction and immediately came into disfavor in 
Louisiana, at which time he left that section of the country. 


In 1940, SMITH returned to Louisiana for the State Elec- 
tions and campaigned for former Governor EARL LONG, brother of 
HUEY, for the governorship and it was apparent that his political 
effectiveness was nil. GQiITH then returmed to Detroit, Michigan, 
from which city he had cone, to continue his activities in Detroit 
and vicinity. — 


According to cont there is a consensus of 
opinion among Louisiana citizens that SMITH is nothing more than 


an adventurer with a glib tongue who uses his church standing to 
further his political purposes, 









tion in and around Detroit, Michigan relative to anti-Jewish 
activities, stated that the reported supporters of HUEY LONG in 
Detroit, Michigan, are the manufacturers! associations, The 
National Association of Purchasing Agents and HENRY FORD. 


as :.«..-- related that the September, 1940 

issue of the Michigan Democrat contained an article entitled 

"an Expose" of GERALD L. K. SMITH by EDiARD L. MARSHALL. 
aa... on to advise that SLITH, with whon 

he had had numerous conferences in the past, is, in his opinion, 

an extreme egotist and is definitely out to benefit himself only; 


Y 
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a. that he will give public speeches in the favor of any group which 
a an will support him financially and that on one occasion S‘ITH, through 
oe an roundabout methods tried to get the financial support of the 

Jewish Commnity Council of Detroit and it was during this period 
that had meetings with SM ugh GIITE did not know 
It was during these 


the t onnections o 

meetings that ame to the ¢c 2on that SMITH was not 
sincere and wo seil out to any group, whether Jewish or anti- 
Jewish. 














At one time SVITH had an office in the Book Cadillac 
Hotel, as well as an office in the Washington Boulevard Building, 
but at the present time he is living in a modest suite in the 
Detroit-Leland Hotel, from which suite he conducts his business. 





SMITH supposedly came to Detroit in about 1936, from 
New York City, where he had lived in the Warwick Hotel. 


further related that SNITH had associeted with 
a who has a tabernacle at Mack and Conners Avenue 
in roit, izichigan. 


establishing himself in Detroit in 1936, 


- + = - - 












After first 
pee according <ain SSITH, for a short period, traveled exten- 
Te sively in NeW" York and in 1937 starte i" ttee of 1,000,000," 
hk which had as “y oii: re f the American 


ane Cyanide Company an sville Compny. 
In 1938 SIITH tried to establish hinself in Cleveland 
and was very unsuccessful and, according to ne Cleve- 
land Wews in 1938 carried an editorial in wmctn Iv was stated that 
"SMITH smells of Fascist KKKs." Thereafter he made public ap- 
pearances in Akron, Chio and Toledo, Ohio and retumed to Detroit 
where he has been since. 





= this report a copy of the article appearing in the September, 1940 
: issue of the "Michigan Democrat," entitled ‘An Expose of Gerald L. 
The information vontained in 


$25 —) wn owt 
VilkS Lepulrvse 


( a4 There is being forwarded to the Bureau with copies of 


Ke Smith," by sao Le MARSHALL 


e 
mtn afew oe ad 
this article to nowt Chliy oVV out ifi 
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in another matter being 

ce, related that for sone 

was associated with GURALD “ 
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formation to Sr cial Agent 
investigated b:" the Detroit Fie 
time until July 1, 1940, he 
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3 carry on SMITH's work of appeal- 
ing to the masses. 


he came the conclusion that QOTH was purely and simply 


racketeer and was only thinking of the power which he could con- 
trol to gain his own ends. He stated that SMITH is a renegade and 
was formerly associated with GERALD WINROD, MOSELY, PELLEY, Father 
COUGILIN and others, but has been thrown out by all of these in- 
dividuals. 


cpr eR that originally S‘ITH was very close | 
to HUEY LONG in Louisiana and was supposedly one of three persons 
holding the key of the safety deposit box of LONG in which box, 

at the time of LONG's assassination, was supposedly $800,000 
cash but when the box was opened it was found to be empty, 
although he has no facts to substantiate same, states tha 
> 18 Of the opinion that S)cITH undoubtedly zot some of this money. 


cal 


5 
4 
+ 
' 









SMITH also preached the elegy at HUEY LONG's grave, which \ 
elegy was taken from a similar piece of oratory used by ROBERT IN3o-= 
ERSOLL, S.ITH changing the wording so that it would appear that it 
was the original work of SMITH. This elegy was supposedly a mas- 
terpiece and various newspapers, including the London Times and 
the Glasgow Herald, commented on it in editorials. The Glasgow 
Herald stated: "Jt was the finest piece of oratory that has come 
out of the United States since the Gettysburg Address." SMITH 
had 5,000 copies of this address printed and sold them at $2.50 
2 piece, 


cer caneaas At stated that it was his understanding 
that SMITH go © trouble in Louisiana through a "phoney" real 
estate transaction and that he is supposed to have defrauded a 
woman in New York out of about $20,000, 






° a dictator; tha 

» has made the statement that when he gets in power, he will set 

‘ up a system of storm troopers in the United States to take care 
of the Jews. He stated that Q’ITH was anti-Semitic and very much 
azainst Communism. AN 
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Consequently, AXITH is friendly with the Ford Motor Com- 
pany officials from whom he is presently obtaining money at the ; 
present time in order to fight Commmists in the C.I.0. i 











CR =: that SMITH has written two pamphlets, 
one entitled, gerous Enemies," and the other, "Too Much Roose=- 
velt," which sell at about fifty cents a Piece. The latter book, 
"To osevelt," has not, as yet, gained wide circulation 
pee that this book is a vicious attack on Presi- 
dent ¢ Te | 





He stated that he is friendly with all Senators 
anti-noosevelt. 






who are 





According to ITH has a keen mind and the eift 







of flowe 

eae -: the Detroit Field Division, 
whose identity is known to the Bure » Stated that, although he 
knows of no instance where anyone associated with the Ford Kotor 
Company has ever given GERALD L. K. SOITH funds to ca on his 
public speaking campai t 
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There is contained in the Detroit Office file a copy of 
the pamphlet, "Dangerous Enemies," which contains feets and fiction 
relative to some nationally-known Communists and other Communists 
and labor leaders in the Detroit area, along with their photo- 
graphs. The Detroit Office does not have at this time a copy of 
the booklet entitled, "Too Much Roosevelt," 


At the present time GERALD L. K. SMITH is living at the 
Detroit-Leland Hotel and makes his livelihood by selling the above- 
mentioned booklets at a profit, by making public addresses at 
gatherings for a fee, and by soliciting funds from the general 
public by way of mail and over the radio. He speaks each Sunday 
night on the Columbia Broadcasting System, on a national hookup. 


Although in the past S‘ITH has obtained a great amount 
of newspaper publicity, very Little is being printed about him 
at the present time, 


In June, 1940, S‘'ITH was the principal speaker at the 
convention of the Michizan Association of Chiefs of Folice in 
St. Joseph, Michigan, during which talk he gave his usual speech 
and praised the activities of the Dies Committee, as well as the 
activities of this Bureau. 


A review of the newspaper morgue of the Detroit News 
revealed a great amount of clippings relative to SMITH and the 
pertinent headlines, as obtained in these clippings, are being 
set out hereinafter in chronological order. 


September 16, 1935 - Baton Rouge, Louisiana - 
Smith testified at inquest into death of Huey 
P. Long. 


September 22, 1935 - Baton Rouge, Louisiana - 
"Preacher-pupil tries to draw Long's bow. 
Reverend Mr. Smith hopes to construct national 
movement." 


“ November 1, 1935 - Memphis, Tennessee - "Smith 
thinks he has a chance of becoming President.” 


June 7, 1936 - Detroit, Michigan - Smith cam- 
paigns against Roosevelt. 
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. October 20, 1936 = New York City ~ Fascist move to 
seize U. Se is launched by Reverend Smith. He is 
said to have financial backing for one year and 
more than 1,000,000 members. Politically potent 
leaders in various parts of the country. Organi- 

; gation will combine best features of Huey Long's 

Political Science and ideals of Charles E. Cough- 
lin and Dr. Francis Townsend. 





October 21, 1936 = Chicago, Illinois ~ Union Party 
and Townsend Recovery Plan sets on Gerald L. Ke 
Smith. Smith was menber of Board of Directors of 
Townsend group. Charged by them with Fascist 

- ideas. 


October 23, 1936 = New Orleans, Louisiana ~ Gerald 
L. kK. Smith, follower of Huey F. Long and self- 
styled Fascist leader, attacked by three men in 
radio stucio. Former preacher expelled this week 
by Townsend Cld-age Pension Plan. 


; te ‘ ; “ : cee ~ 3 


L. K. Smith goes to jail." Arrested early today after 


November 3, 1936 - New Orleans, Louisiana — "Gerald 
denouncing State Administration in radio address, 


Reels ine 
k 
t 


i“ 


t+ charged with disturbing the peace, reviled police 

| officers and used obscene language. Released after 
i 
f 


=o 


two hours. Suspended sentence of $10 or ten days. 
Smith says arrest is Farley dictatorship seeking 
revenge on criticizers, 


January 2, 1937 - Detroit News editorial refers 
to Gerald L. K. Smith as part of "nut crop." States 
he proposes to launch national organization, "Com 
a mittee of 1,000,000," and further states, "Mixed 
ere in its concoction will be nearly every known brand © 
mo | of hooey and hokum calculated to appeal to fana~ 

. tacism." Organization is supposedly defense for 
church and religion. Each member is to have badge 
and card from national headquarters with authority 
to investigate radicalism. "Gerald L. K. Smith 
got some reflected glory by edging into the Huey 
Long and Dr. Townsend spotlights." 
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October 31, 1937 = New York Times says, "Huey 
Long's disciple and New Deal foe is starting 
twenty-six weekly Sunday broadcasts on old 
Coughlin hookup. It further states, "Smith 
says Committee of 1,000,000 Executive Com- 
mittee includes people prominent in 140 
national organizations and has 150,000 members 
in New York, New England and Pennsylvania." 





March 17, 1938 - Detroit, Michigan - "Cld 
pal of Huey Long rebuffed at Harvard Brother 
hood lecture." 


February 9, 1939 = Detroit, Michigan - Smith, 
now forty-one years old, first gained national 
attention when he preached funeral oration for 
Huey Long and then proclaimed himself political 
and spiritual heir to Long's empire. Later 
disavowed and discredited by Long's associates, 
left Louisiana and went to Washington and per-= 
suaded Dr. Francis =. Towmsend to walk out of 
Congressional Committee Hearings. Was one of 
Coughlin~Townsend-Smith triumverate backing 
Represerkative William Lemke for Fresident in 


2: 1936. 


( February 25, 1939 - Detroit, Michigan - Smith 

is says America's greatest need is an army of 
"rabble rousers" on the right. Advocates re- 
moval of Communists from public service and 
labor leadership. 


farch 19, 1939 = New York City - ¢500,000 slander 
suit filed by Smith, charging "March of Time" 
| newsreel had associated him slanderously with 
ge Father Divine and called him "rabble rouser" and 
se leader of "the neurotic fringe." 


ae November 3, 1939 = Detroit, Michigan - 15,000 
' persons filled Olympia Stadium Thursday night 
to hear Smith, former organizer of Share the 
\yealth clubs for the late Huey P. Long. Smith 
berated Communist and Fascist activities in 
Government and labor organizations and called 
for mass action of those still believing in 
principles of Americanism. Urged support of 
Dies Committee, 
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December 8, 1939 = Detroit, Michigan - Federation 
of Americanization, a non-profit organization which 

~handles funds collected by Gerald L. K. Smith 
radio campaiger, is under suspension by Michigan 
Corporation and Securities Commission for not fil- 
ing annual returns. — 


ENCLOSURES 


To the Bureau: Copy of article entitled, 
thn Expose of Gerald L. 
K. Smith," by EDVARD L. 
VARSHALL. 
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Apri 16-1941. 
Mr. G,. E, Hoover * 


Sub ject Speech by JjK;LySaith 915 Pi. 
April léth. over W.d,:. Detreit, 


Revealing contents of a supposedly secret 
document—-How to sabatage America, . 


. . If anyone was listening that had sabatege in 
mind but was short on method, he sure teld them all they need 
know, Fs 


I'n an X, U.S,Marine in fact I'a still a U.S, 
Marine as far as that is concerned and I'm getting D. Siak of 
this bird and his speeches, 


AL INFORMATION CONTAINED "= 
GEREN IS EXCLASSAED 


1 
j 4 
mils a nArl<— 


DATE__¢/0je2. BY<Ai85" 


(Anonymous sommnication received at Bureau in envelope 
postmarked Detroit, Mich., Apr. 22, 1941, at 3:30 P.M.) 
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Be i | WCH:IJA May 14, 1942 
as KECORDED 
7. & Zz - “FZ f- 
Cj INDEXED 6 “f a 57 /0 
Special Agent in Charge 
Detroit, Michigan 
| Dear Sir; 
There are being transaitted herewith copies of 
ig, an anonymous soaminication received by the Bureau eoncerning 


@ speech reported to have been made over Radio Station WJR 

at Detroit by do. K. L. Snith at 9:15 PP... on April 16, in 
= which the contents of a supposedly secret document, "How to 
Sabotage America", were revealed, 


It is desired that appropriate inquiries be 
conducted to ascertain the identity of J. K. L. Smith and 
the type of broadcast made by him on April 16. 
Po om Very truly youre, 


J AL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
: HEREIN IS GincLASSIFIED =’ son agar noorer 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Anited States Department of Justice 


Detroit - Michigan 
May 20, 1941 





eae Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
washington, D. C. 


O 
Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH 
MISCELLANEOUS - 
7 Information Concerning 


Dear Sir: 


=- . Reference is made to letter from the Sureau dated 
May 14, 1941 (Bureau file 100-0-5655), in which let- 
ter it was | ae that an anonymous communication 
hed been ~yvceived by the Bureau concerning a speech 
made ove Radio Station JR, Detroit, Kichigap, 
J. Ke LO GITH at 9:15 P.t'. on April 16, i 
contents of a supposedly secret document, 
Sabotaze America" were revealed, 







It is being pointed out that the individual referred 
to in Bureau letter as J. K. L. S‘ITH is, in all pro- 


oy bability GERALD L. K. SMITH, a well-known commentator 
Tae in the Detroit area. The Bureau's attention is directed hve 
a to the report of Special Agent dated a 






May 20, 1941, at Detroit, Michigan, report 
eomplete information is net forth as me tie backzround, 
character and activities of GERALD L. K. SUITH. 
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Very truly yours, 4 
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Che White Bouse : 
Biashington vy INFORMATION CONT'D 
YC Pontiac Mich June 12 1941HERFIN {¢ UMCLASSIFIES 


The President rupee, DATE nek s/he 
The White Huse “Geng 







several of ny igiends ask me to listen to the radiostalk ghven: | :jsaTio 
by Gerald L. K.“Smith and express my opinion. Free speech is one 

thing and Gerald L. K. Smith another. Under the! wulesoN Hitliet4! 
his head would no doubt be resting in a basket 
During these “trying times I should think his talks 
devoted to national unity. AS a veteran of ‘“Yorl 





from \the air. 
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Hon. Sir: Radio time for Gerald L. K? smith Det 
discontinued in the interest of national unity. e personalities 
which he enters into and the savage attacks ma dq Zeaimet you land 
other covernment officials must be stopped. Hig plea for STICE 
to carry on his so-c:lled crusade should be scrutihdagpa pad 3 


As a world wer veteran, and a citizen deeply corcerned over 


welvare of this nation, I urge you to tuke acti 
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‘ Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt 
President of The United States 
Washington, D. C. 
v Dear President: 
S | Find inolosed the speach of Gerald K. Smith on the night of 
y « Sept. 23rd. at Toledo, Ohio. This clipping is out of the 
oe Toledo,Blade. 
. ~, 


I feel it’s my duty to inform you of this meeting. 


ig Notice, Mr. Smith stands along side of Lindberg. They both 
“<4 should go abroad and live with Hitler. as 
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SMITH HURLS 
BROAD CHARGE 
AT ROOSEVELT 


Speaker Threatens To 
Seek Impeachment 
Over War Policy. 













3,000 IN AUDIENCE 





Declares U. S. Is Under 
Control of Henderson 
t and Red Henchmen. 


threat to aeek impeachment of 
President Roosevelt if he contih- 
ues in his present foreign policy 
was voleed by Gerald L. KSmith 
to a capacity Toledo audience in 
the Civic Auditorium last night. 

The crowd of more than 3,000 
persons cheered this declaration for 
more than two minutes, shouting, 
applauding and stamping. 

Mr. Smith, who described him- 
self aa the spokesman for the Com- 
mittee of One Million, which, he 
aaid, really bas 3,000,000 members, 
denounced the Administration in 
Washington as “traitors to the 
American people,” and declared 
“the country is in the hands of 
Leon Henderson apd his Commu- 
nist benchmen.” 


‘Lines Up With Lindbergh 


The speaker said, while a collec- 
tion was being taken among the 
‘audience, that be would reveal “for- 
bidden truth and dangerous facts” 
which he was not permitted to voice 
over the radio. At the same time, 
he\ identified himself with Charles 
1A.\ Lindbergh, Senators Nye and 
Wheeler, and charged that the war 
Mongers are out to get him and 
them. : 
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Between leveling charges at the 
American Government, the Presi. 
dent, Wendell Willkie, Senster-<Gleme. 
ter Glterwyremator Claude Pepper 
‘and others, Mr, Smith paused to 
give a sales talk for several books 
land pamphlets, some of which he 
said he wrote himself. 

A summary of the charges made 
by Mr. Smith in the two-and-a-half- 
hour address, follows: 

“The United States is being run 
by a government by the President 
“or the British and Russians.” 


Predicts Plant Closing 


“Sixty-four peg: qamt af the smai! 
factories in the United States will 
be closed within the next 60 days 
unless they get a defense order. This 
is because the priorities board is 
keeping materials from Toledo 
manufacturers and giving them to 
the British. The British in turn are 
Manufacturing the raw materials 
and selling the finished products in 
South America in competition with 
American business.” 

“Eight million Américan boys will 
ls kiNted if this nation enters the 


war, and no one has a right to say - 


iwhether this nation should enter 
or not except mothers or those 
syoung enough to fight themselves.” 
“The war mongers will try to re- 
peal the Neutrality act and then 
will deliberately get some Ameri- 
jean ships sunk so they can go into 
the war on the aide of Britain and 
Russia.” 


Continues Charges 


“Thirty-thousand dollars of lease- 
lend money was spent for whisky 
in one Washington cafe alone, most 
of it by the British.” 

“The President has given his 
four sons soft swivel-chair jobs in 
the armed forces, and wil! see that 
they stay out of danger in the 
event, af war.” 

“The President wants to bankrupt 
the American people and spil! the 
(blood of American boys for the red 
{flag of Russia. the Union Jack of 
‘Britain and the yellow flag af 
‘ China.” 

“The Administration is picking 
lthe pockets of the American peop!e, 

tand has set up a super-dooper 
;WPA project in China. and is giv- 
ing the money to Russia and Eng- 
land.” 
“Members of the Catholic gan 
{ will have grounds to refusé con- 
; (United or military service if the 
{ 





United States goes to the sid of 
Communiat Ruasia.” 

Mr. Smith declared that “105 mil- 
{Hon Americans or 86 per cent of the 
‘people are on our aide” 

To correct the evils he described, 
Mr. Smith suggested that “we take 
about 100 people out of Moscow, 
Berlin, London and Washington, 
and sink them in the Atlantic 
Ocean, and war will be over in 15 
minutes.” 
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infpeached, too.” 
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‘Urges $100 a Month 


He advocated that all ‘erpre< 


‘Men conscripted for military serv. 
ra 7 & month, 

e aid $50 
monthly tn cash and oes equal 
bonds. 

The speaker said that a revolu- 
tion is coming in America after 
the war, when the mushroom fac- 
tories now being built no longer 
are needed, and said “there would 
be a depression which would make 
the 1933 one look like a boom.” 

He said America would come to 
conscript labor under a dictator. 
ship and that the Government 
would assyme ownership of pri- 
vate property if the United States 
entered the war. 

Charging thet Winston Churchi?) 
would “make a treaty with the devi) 
himself,” Mr. Smith said he would 
stake his professions! reputation 
on the folowing statement: 

“The first three billion dollars 
that Hitler got to build his war 
machine came from the British who 
gave it to him instead 
the war debt to the United States.” 

Speaking of the Roosevelt-Chur- 
chijl conference at sea, Mr. Smith 
declared “Tf Roosevelt tries to pull 
two more deals like that we'll elect 
a Congress next fall that will im- 
peach him. Frank Knox should be 
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Hon. Edgar Hoover, 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir: 


Many citizens of my city feel that one Gerald smith 
(ex H. Long manager) of Detroit Mich, who gave a lecture 
here recently in which he referred to President Roosevelt 
as a traitor etc. and other libelous statements, needs 
attention from federal authorities. 


Qne thing is certain he should be removed from ‘the 
air, His following is largely pro Nazi. 


Won't you please meke some investigation? 


Respectfully, 
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per CD 
I desire to ackrowledge receipt of 
eee communication under date of Septeaber 26, 1941, and 
Yee to thank you for your courtesy in ocompunicating 





Inasmich es portions of your letter are 
possibly of interest to the Federal Commniocations 
Comaission, I have taken the liberty of transmitting 
copies of it to that agency, 


Sincerely yours, 


as John Edgar Hoover 
f wee Director 
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Oatober 9, 1941 


Honorable James Lawrence Fly 
Chairman 


Federal Commonications Comal ssion 
New Post Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear ir. Fly: 


There are transmitted herewith for whatever 
eonsideration and she gin —— speropriete hehe 


nes a gee ints 
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os 27, 1941 


X Federal Bureau of Investigation - ALL INF QR? ATION ] N CONTA 
i. = REREW i 8:9 poopy MED 
Gentlenen: DATE___ 0 0 __ £2 pv BYsc-rory 
vy ’+ Last evening, I listened to the regular Sunday broadcast v= 

of Mr, Gerald K.OSmith and his emphasis upon the fact that 

his program ie financed by "The Committee of One Million" 


brought to mind an incident that may be of interest to 
the F. B. I, 





. In October, 1935, I had a visit from an old friend--a 
Tov ea Frenck priest who for many years had been an american 
> = citizen, Nine years prior to 1935, however, he had re= — 
= iv turned to France where he lived near the Italien border-- 
at Cannes. During that period, of course, he made fre= 
quent visits to Italy and it seeme he was thoroughly im 
poles od gaat bued with the facistic form of government. He insisted 
ee ee that it typified what he called "order," No amount of 
argument could convince him that it was not superior to 
PsP, wate ey f the democratic form of government under which he hed 
Fo a lived and prospered for many yeers. 


One of the first things this man asked us was: "What do 
a’ C you know about this Gerald K. Smith? 


7 Keep in mind that this man had just landed in New York from 
oe * France after an absence of nine years--and all we knew 
about Gerald K. Smith at that time was that he had been a 
henchman of Huey Long. What reason had this man, who had 
been living in retirement in France for years, to be making 
inquiry about Geraid EK, Smith? bs a 


z Yours very truly, 
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I wish to ecknowladge receipt of your 
Jetter dated October a7, 1941. ss 


Your courtesy and interust in bringing 
this infomaution to my attention are indeed 


appreciated, and you say be assured your letter 
Will receive appropriate cons! derat: on, 


Eineerely yours, 
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COMMISSIONERS 





JAMES LAWRENCE FLY, CHAIRMAN 
RAY C. WAKEFIELD 

PAUL A, WALKER 

NORMAN 6. CASE 

T. A. @, CRAVEN 

GEORGE HENRY PAYNE 


ADDRES@ ALL COMMUMICATIONS 
: C- : ; TO THE SECRETARY 


T, J. BLOWIE, SECRETARY 





FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMIS: _.. 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


OCT 14 194) 





The Honorable 

John Edgar Hoover 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United Stetes Depertment of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 


My dear Mr. Hoover 


I have your latter dated October 9; sete with which you 
enclosed copies 





Thank you for sending us this complaint. It will be given 
appropriate attention. 





Sincerely yours, 


EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTHOATION’ 
g OCT 16 194) 
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Mr. Clegg 
Federal Bureau of Investigation Mr. Faxwerth 


United States Department of Justice 
Mr. Lad 
Washington, A. Cc. Mr. Wiehe te 


Mr. Rosen 


Mr. Gievia 
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Mr. Carson 


DL: WGR | October 30, 194,0NF/DMNTIAL 7 ae 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. H. 4M. KIMBALL ees 
ee 4:55 P.M. Mr. Hare 
7 ! Teie. Room 

«Gm: YO rn 


Mr. Mease 


| | 


Mr. Tracy 
Mise Beahm 


Miss Gandy 





I told Mr. Foxworth that a check would be made on this 





matter. 
Very truly yours, 
D. M. Ladd ; 
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Nov, 34, 1941, 


— 


p Hon. Pres. F. D. Roosevelt: a 


I never write but when I do it is with great i tensness. On sunday 
night, Nov. 2d, 1941, a man named Gerald J,. kK. bh, spoke over 
WIR in Detroit. His talk I take was to cause dissension or mutiny 
/ and unrest amongst our people, it included a lot of insulting stuff 
addressed to Canadians and British. He used the word "God" to save 
us Americans from your friends who were influencing you in all that 
you did. He asked Lord Halifax and the British people to mind their 
j own business and leave our politics alone, he gave us facts and figures 
~~ Which were supposed to be from the Congressional Record (the newspaper 
published something like it a few days ago) showing how many were 
killed in Europe - he multiplied each nations' losses individually 
and tried to prove that England lost the smallest number - he stated 
that England wanted us as a sucker - he put lots of crying pathos in 
his voice crying "God" His talk was sensational and stirring (to those 
who dont’ know him) and it was bad enough because the reflections 


were on you without him mentioning youy name, Ogee POR Te ae 
ano a ee oe : a a Z can ‘ 
He calls himself the Committee of One Million and Tel Dobe ned SL 
three million, and the announcer said the Committee was kept vup by. iINVESTIG! 
contributions and asked everyone for their name to whom they w vie 

mail a circular. He is planning talks with a man nam a $1010 Ui 3 1911 
Lansing, Mich., also in Flint. Tee 

Listen Franklin I worked too hard for you and spent a Lot of money, 
on gas and oil, layed awake nights to keep you where ypu are - thi 
man made me mad - he is dangerous in this community an “xrow hi 
for what he is - he isent' even a Republican, he's working for money 
and sticking around Michigan because they dont’ know'so much here, 

He would be talking for Democrats if there was any money in it. I am 
only a machine operator in Chryslers at the Highland Park Plant now 

on pefense Work, but have been around politics long enough to recognize 
a dangerous enemy, with his slick tongué, to do harm not only to our 


i) 









——~ party, but a real menace to our people. Will you please investigate 


and let me know what you can do to guieten this man. This information 
comes to you from a sueteet ane teas source, I heard the talk myself 
and quote to you as near as IJ can remember, This man G 

I remember very well as handing out some wrong information while 
campaigning against you some time ago. Justa rat, 


Your reply will be G k F,. M. . oT OF 
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November 27, 1941 
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Your letter of November 3, 1941, adcreesed to the 
7 President, has deen referred to this Bureau hy the White 
soe House for eppropriate consideration, I want to thenk you 


for your courtesy in making these data evailable to the 
Federal Government. 


Inasmuch as the subject matter of vour communica- 
tion is possibly of interest to the Federal Coma nications 


Commission, I have taken the liberty of referring copies 
of your letter to that Agency. 


yu yours, 


i 
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Your letter of November 3, 1941, addressed to the 
m.. President, hae been referred to this Borean vy the White 
1 3 House for appropriate consideration. I want to thank you 
Ae for your courtesy in making these data available to the 
Ses FeCeral Governnent. 


Inasmnch as the subject matter of your commnica- 
tion is possibly of interest to the Federa)d Communications 
Commission, I have taken the liberty of referring copies 
of your letter to that Agency. 


Sincerely yours, 


John Bigar Eoover 
og Director 
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Sans RECORDrp  62-438k8-17 


Honcradle James Lavrence Fig 


Chairman 

Federal Communications Sommission 
Bew Peet Office Building 
Vachingtoa, D. 6. 





Dear Mr. Fiy: 


. 7 There are traneaitted herewith for vieterer 
(: ok consideration and attention deemed appropriate ceples ef 





a let 


Se n in view ee a 


The matter ie bronght to your 
has een 


of the reference to radio broad cacting. 
informed of the transaittsl of copies o & letter to you. 


Sincerely yours, 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D.C, 


Subject: Gerald Smith, Madio Speaker. 





Shoe, ie Ue ton EP yerassen 
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I have noticed that Gerald L. x. “snith, former Louisiana sreaker 
and preacher, one time with the Townsend organization, and 
" & now a radio speaker, I believe, in Detroit, is still mouthing 
( every Wednesday evening over Station WOL, in Washington, presun- 
ably on a national Mutual Broadcasting hook-up. The purpose 
Of this broadcast could be for Only one thing--national disunity. 
I know of the man only in that he is another One of the easy 
money boys, similar to Robert Noble, of Los Angelep. I don't 
know whether his old side-kick, press agent George/Mains, is with 
him or not, but he might be. I am only interested'in his 
being shut up 1f possible. I don't believe he could influence 
anyone with normal intelligence, but he could the unthinking. 
om I hate the guts of eny blame Atheistic Red as well as he does, 


fer but I’m for using Reds, or any other color right now to lick 
e. the Japs, Nazis, Dagoes and their lesser fry. 
i I have nothing on the man, but thought that you might not keep 
* your eye On him. dust study his recorded broadcastings and gee 


if I am right or wrong. 


a : Cordially yours, a if 
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ae I am in receipt of your letter of December 27, 
ee 1941, concerning the radio program of Gerald L. X. Smith, 
* over stetion WOL in Washington, which progrem you believe 
to be inimical to the best interazats of this country. In 
view of the fact that this information may be of interest 
to the censorship esteblishment, I have teken the liberty 
of forwarding your letter to the office of Mr. Byron Frice, 
Dirzctor of Censorship, Washington, BD. C. 
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ae 

| I wish to thunk you for your interest and cooper- ini, 
3 gation in furnishing such information at this time. . ae 
aa Sincerely yours, = = 
‘ oS 
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John Edgur Hoover 
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| ission Building 
Washington, D. C. 
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a COORDINATOR OF INFORMATION lo Al al 
270 MADISON AVENUE — Seno 
NEW YORK ee 
ate el 
Pr. Co®ey oo 
December 11, 1941, ie eee ee 
Tee Qv‘on Tamm... 
Bir, Nease.. 
h..38 Geady.. 
' 3 
Mr. Archibald MacLeish , Wt Sr 
. The Librarian of Congreas Les E Fey 
é Washington, D. C. wt / 
a —oe 
EC = ; Dear Archie: 
; eo In case you have not seen it, this is 
oe i what Gerald L. KVSmith and his "Committee of 1,000,000" - 
[ wa are now up to, or at least were up to until a few days 
b S ago. As this belongs in your bailiwick, I thought I 
would pass it on. 
Sincerely, 
ae 
y. 
RECvALED pi: poe Sa 
: EDERAL BURT AU OF INVES OAT: 
: . f 2 'AN @ 19°2 








we \ MEMORANDUM POR MR. LAWRENCE N.C. surtR 


\ ~~ CHIEF, SPECIAL DEFENSE UTP wv 


There are transmitted herewith for your inforsa- 
tion and whatever consideration deemed appropriate, copies 
of a leflet entitled 913 wistakes of President Franklin B. 
Roosevelt"; a flyer entitled "Committee of 1,000,000" 
signed by Gerald L. K. Saith; and the petition which was 


bh attached thereto entitled "Petition to Congress and President 
a “ Roosevelt No A.E.F.® 





For your information, YX have received thie material 
from Honorable Archibald McLeish, Director, Office of Facts 


i eee and Pisures, Library af Co D. C., who 
aaa e originally received it ron a: Hew York. b7UE 
TOL Ie 28 I have informed Mr. Mcleieh erence of the material 


to you. 








“e oe 7 Very truly yours, 


dohn Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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letter dated January 20, 1ski2, together with the 
enelomires a ers . : . “s 
| Your sourtesy and i dneerees in winging 
this saformation to ny attention ere indeed 
®ppreoiated, and you may be assured your Lebter 


Will receive appropriate consideration, 
Sincerely yours, 


ty 


Tye, 
~ 


LDEL ofp: 


John pie ate 
Direoter 


= . DEINDEXE 
eH 67 


—. Tv APR 2 1049 


“Healt yyy 


fe 


-¢ cer . 
t - ™ a 
* i n 
Bs 


Comma SEctigy 
MAILE Dh Sy, 





FEDERAL BUREAU 
OF INVESTIGATION 


FREEDOM OF INFORMATION/PRIVACY ACTS 
RELEASE 


sunsecr: AEEND Lk Swot 
FILE: bz: 42S 





SUB: 


VOL: Zz. 
PAGES REVIEWED: _-Xy = 
PAGES RELEASED: YX ) 





NOTES: 








*NO DUPLICATION FOR THIS PAGE* 





















» 


Edgar Hoover . 


FEI : - ; ; : ae rs oo e ’ a 

Washington, D.C, © . | ie . = mW 
Z 5 & 

Dear Sirs qi ee — 


a : ' ; ¢ oC. 


/ 
I an enclosing a letter that I just i en Ene firmly 
believe that your bureau shovld investicrate Gerald& L.rs mith, Even 
if kr, Smith is sincere in his beliefa, hia letters which are sent to 
thousands of americans(most of us are g@ullibé@e and believe everything 
we read) tend to disrupt the unity thet now exists, and God knovs that 
ve have to have unttiy if we ere to defest our enemies. Mr, Smith has. 
no confiddace in our fovennment and is willing during these crucial 
ders to spread this propacande te thousands of other Americans, vno wil 
Eall for it, hook, line enc sinker, We ere at war and we should be 
100% united,...we don't want any Quislings or Courghlinites or traitors 
in our midst, who ere trying to creat on our minde that our cllies 
ere treccherous. >: 


If I-heve erred, I am willing to apclogize, but 4s 
en averare, voting “merican citizen, I believe, that no real American 
should, in time of war, creat havoe ard disunity, as our enemies, who 

are in ours midst(rizth colunniets), are dotne their darndest to 

disrupt US. 


“Mey I hear from you? 










a 


Thank you. 
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cacoRe Ee March 18, 1942 
rac 4 Se, fe 
$2akS 
I om in receipt of your letter dated January 27, 1942, 
with which you referred to this Bureau a peaphlet e:lited and 
 - / - promalzeted by Gerrld L. K. Seith. Please be advised that I an 
ge ro taking the liberty of forwarding your letter tocether with e eopy 
sip ae of your enclosure to the office of Mr. Byron Price, Director of 
( Censorship, Weshington, D. C., who has an apparent interest in. 
the matter, 





I wish to thank you for your interest in forwarding 
this information to us at this tine. 





Sincerely yours, 
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- for your aseiatance fin conduct ng the Lavesti cation 
of the above captioned, there dre attached bereto taro photo a 
stato copies of a letter dated January 20, 1912, addre seed 
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_ Federal Bureau of Investigation .: 
Washington, > D;' Ge anal ki eC oe 
ns A # SiS 
oF have the honor to subatt ‘ 
“a. Bree See bone. Pea * 
the following ‘ommuntoation for 
your consideration, ‘and to to ask * 
2. . 


7 * £3 Fipm a oe aa ™ tea 


‘that the servest nade therein be - 


'@ 
complied vith ar possible. 


“Oe, mint ee ET ae 


ter returiea ts iy Fi ape 


# IGATION 


Y1942 








Honorable James A. Davis 
Senator from Pennsylvania 
Washington,D.0. 


Dear Sir; 


Please read the inclosed letter 
I believe this organization is subversive 
They are sending me thie literature for 
about a year. 


Z am sorry I cannot sign my name I am a 
Government employee and am afraid of causing 
difficulties for my self. eo 


Ck alo aa 


A voter 


AL RFOPAAT CARED 
HERES CUSED Fen 
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February 9, 1912 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


~ HE. BUSS Dt 
Detroit, Michigan = p ATE | a) | BY shea 
a 7 


“ Re: Oerald L, K. Srith; Comittee of 
| One tillion; Internal Security. 


Dear Sirs 


Reference is made to the closing report of Special 
icon dated Vay 20, 1911 at Detroit, Michican, 
in t » "Gerald L. Kk. Seith; Wiscellaneous = 
Information Concerning*®,. 


_ Several reports from reliable sources have been 
received by the Bureau to the effect that the Committee of 
One iillion right in some way be promoted by foreion acents 
in the United States, and if this orranizsation continued along 
the lines achered to in a radio speech nace by Gerald 1. K. 
Srith, which originated fron Detroit, lichican on the eveninc 
of becerber 15 or 12, I94l, that a creat number of uninforred 
persons would be prone to distrust the manner in wiich the 
United Statce Goverment functions in its present war etrucgle, 
and would consequently create a strong element of disunity among 
the Anerican people, . 


It is the Burcauts desire that this case be reopened 
to deter-ine whethcr Gerald Le Ke Gcith anc the Corrittce of One 
Villion nay be promoted by fornicm acente in the tnited States, 


Very truly yours, 
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washingtoh D,C, 


Gentlemen, 


ala daa Ngdfated cosmmintite! Mincbiles lel’ owe ae tisg do, Rae Contes Ss “ LatnaneS baie pee Le thenaen Mata ae eS ahs. 8" Lites! anata as 


Feb 11 


he 


. “ 
bes ° 
aie 


Z received this letter some days ago and 1 am turning over to 
your office for your consiteration and invsetigation, 
I beleive that the government is doing the best that they can 


right now, 


letters through the country —— 
1 think that this letter was written for another (i... as 
after I had read this letter 1 consitered it my duty to send it to 


your office,. 1 dont like the way he talks about the inside information 


and I dont think that people ought to be cirenl atin & such 


wr -_— + —_ 
a —) 








he is getting, He speaks of a conspiracy behind the lines and 
Speaks of an inner ciresie that will get this information and pass it 
on to thousands and miaiions of people through-out the country 


fan 


fi K 
; / 


Qe 


1 
Jt any, 
er. ee 


a 


I dont beleive in such a program myself so 1 am turning this letter 
over to your office for your consiteration and investagation 





uD 
u | ANFOREEATION CONT 


re ne " | ee LU 
pate Zee 


of eb] 


77 COORDEN 


1 


FEDERAL or 


i Bye : 
" VJ 5 FEB 314 1942 
Wt sous, pepaRix er we 





4-750 (2-17-79) Se 


i do. XXXXXX 
a XXXXXX 
XXXKXX 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


——___. Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


L} Deleted underexemption(s) _ == —“—~‘“—SssS—S—S—S—S—~—CCC#WWitth nt segregable 
material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


L_] Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) __ ar, Soe 
t , was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


——__— Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 


wa SesSsSsssessseseseseseseseseee sass the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


2 Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 
TE Uk LEVEL e-  S/(Yte 


For your information: . mg a LAS BELA CRD 


WM] The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages 
2-438(6-3aS". 

XXXXXXXXXXKXKKXXKXKKKX 

% DELETED PAGES) & 

NO DUPLICATION FEE ¥ 

XXXXXX X _FOR THIS PAGE xX 

XXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
XXXXXX 


FBI/DO. 








= -_ — —' 






x _ : , 
¥ on 
™ “3 
pS Loy 
a a : 
ao 
ac 
be “i Vide oe 
— 
E? Sew * 1oison a 
|g ; oe fA. tom 
t : r bad Stems al 
= fas atevia aS 
: . Le 
F 2 . Miche 
E j { we. Treey = 

ae) sing, re Reser ed 
BENS - 
4A : « Coreen 
Pa 
Ry } ‘Ww. Cottey 
xy 

net Sr. Hendon 

‘ @:. Heileman 
A EE 


—~e¢ o 1 a. 
oe, b. ~ Ss 

: Se g ¢ 
vr Bs 


February 25, 1942 












I wish to acknowledge receipt of your 
letter dated February 11, 1942, with enclosure, 


Your courtesy and interest in b 
this information to my attention are indeed appreciated, 
and you my be assured your letter will receive 
appropriate consideration. 


Sincerely yours, 


John Kdgar Hoover 
Director 
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a Sad re ene hg 
ig ee eee 2 : Meme” ot ce. 
aD REFER TO . 7. er : 
a DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE to a 
| WASHINGTON, D.C. er en 
January 7, 194> a woud 
| 
MEMORANDUM FOR MR, J. EDGAR HOOVER es ag tae 
DIRECTOR FERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
; Re: Gerald L. x? anv 3e/ ¥-14 
“"Committee of One iliion® 9- G65 ¥/ 


In connection with your memorandum sent to the 
Special Defense Unit under date of January 2, 1942 forwarding 
copies of a leaflet and other papers relating to the activities 
of Gerald L. K. Smith and the "Committee of One Million", will 
you please send us the reports of investigations now in your 
files concerning the above matter. 


We would appreciate receiving this material at once 
so that we may dispose of the matter forwarded to us. 





. LAWRENCE M. C. SMITH 
Chief, Special Defense Unit 
By | = 
Frank W. Crocker 
Assistant Chief 
7 FES 18 1942 
\4 = | + eT PR 
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February 9, 192 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHINF, SPECIAL DEPPNSE UNIT /” 
BR. LAWRENCE Y. C. SMITA 


RE: OFRALD Le Ke SVTTHy COMTTTED OF : 
ONE VILLION) INTEREAD\SECCRITY, 9 -.S Lk 
* : 


te Reference is made to your mesorandm dated Jenuary 7, 191.2, signed 

Caer by tr, Frank wi. Crocker, Assistant Chief, requesting cories of investi-ative 

aoe reports relative to the above cartioned matter, There is attached hercto a 

: copy of the report of Special = ee Vay 20, 1941 at Lb 

Tetroit, tichican in the case entit e °K ad liscellaneous ~ 
Inforration Concerning". as 






” 

~ 
* *, 
if 


For your information reports have teed received by this Barca: ‘fron 





B indivicuals locatec in various parts of the United States complaining of ‘the 
_ ine type of racio procrans given by Gcrald L. % Smith, - 
te | On Decer:ber 23, 1911, it was reported to a representative of this 
ee Burcau by a reliable source that the speech made by Gerald 1 Le Ke Smith, which 


oricinated fron Letroit, tdchi-an on the evening of December 18 or 19, "1912, 
ieee was in the nature of a direct address to the President of the United Statcs 
es anc the tenor of his talk apreared to be acitation for disunity of the America 
us people, inasmuch as he reportedly mace certain atatenents, accusations and 
ae criticims of the resident which would promote the destruction of faith in thi 


resident by persons not. well versed in Governmental functions or ie 
LTencs , 





: It was also ceantel by the sare source that it was his opinion that 

the Corstittee of One Hil1ifon night in sone way be promoted by forei mm arents 4: 

: the United States, and if this organization continued along the lines adhered 
ree to in the progran he heard, that a great mmber of uninformed persona would be 





5 . te - wen prone to distrust the samer in witch the United States Government functions in 
eee oa “tts present war strugcle, and would coneequently create a strong elezent of 
~ =" ——-—df sunity among the Ancrican people, on arcwniOne 
ee ; oe ie. Glavin | 1 ‘ 
t oe ee The Detroit Office of this Bureau had BY ne ERNE a eegueited to reopen this 


-Mictols____ ease to detcra'ne whethcr or not Gerald 1. X.‘Setth pay be \counected with any 


f ‘watt ——group that could be considered dancerous to cule sports focurity of the 
fo Mr, Mevn Waited States. 
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abet & Mir. K. A, Tose 
ea ny : 
ederal Bureau of Investiaation we . a mas 
United States Department of Justice mr, tae 
* fr. Nickels 
Washington, B.C. - ae 
December 26, 1941 \ ; a. Rover 
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SFERT L. K. SMITH Mr, Meese 







: “HERE CISD 
__ DATE ste Blas 


On December P72, 1941, Special Agent 
vhile engaged on the Wnterdepartmental Visa Control Committee b7c 
lo. 3 at the Stete Department, was advised b 

of the United States Army thet he, bye 
ad heard e redio speech given by Herbert L. K. Smith, who 
identified himself es a representetive of the Committee of One bh 
million on Thursday or Friday evening, December 18 or 19, 1941. 


According to berate rf the speech made by 
Herbert L. K. Smith originated from Detroit, Michigan, and lasted 


for fifteen or thirty minutes. advised thet the 

speech rendered by Mr. Smith was in the nature of a direct address 

to the President of the United States ami the tenor of his talk 

eprezred to be agitetion for disunity of the American peonvle DIC 
in; smuch es he made certain statements, accusations end criticisms 

of the President which wuld promote the destruction of faith in b2b 
the President by versons not well versed in governmental functions 

or political trends. 


Committee of One Million 
Interne] Securit 





















who, incidentally, 1s a lawyer, forner 
school teacher and has many years' service with the United States 
Army, appesrs to be a very fair minded individuel who is not 
particulerly concemed with politics, and it was his opinion that 
the orgenization represented by Herbert L. K. Smith night be in 
some way promoted by foreign agents in the United States, and 
-therefore, he desired that this matter be brought to the attention 
of the Bureau. He stated he knew nothing of the organization and 
ed never heard of it previous to Thursday or Fridey evening, 
December 18 or 19, 1941. However, it was his opinion that if this 





») orgenization continued along the lines adhered to in the progran << 
A) he heard, that a great number of uninformed persons would be — 
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Memorandum for Mr. Ladd 7 2 


prone to distrust the manner in which the United States Govern- 
ment functions in its present war struggle, and would consecuently 
create a strong element of disunity among the American people. 


In this connection it should be steted that ay 
a the CNI, who wes present during thie conversation, 
stc.te et he also heard the vrogrem referred to and viewed it 
in the same lignt as does 





bie 






It is reelized thet the ebove information is more or less 
the opinion of and put inasmuch 
asp the Committee for Une Miilion me¥ poss e engeged in some 
tyve of un-Americen activities, this informetion is being brought 
to your attention for whetever ection you may deem enprovriate. 






Resvectfully, 


sf Ctdhew 


S. S. Alden on 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Bepartment of Justice 


Detroit, Michigan c 
February 26, 1942 
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acts rmmtignten ALLINFORMATISN CONTANED 
resdaeton,B- Ge HEREIN FS GCLASSIFIED 


Rez GERAD L. K. SMITH «= JATE 9/2 gizo. BYs¢-26r5)uc— 


Dear Sir: 


This office has in its possession a mimeographed 
letter, dated January 24, 1942, Detroit, Michigan, which 
apparently has received a large distribution by GERALD L. K. 
SEITH. 


The letter is captioned "THE §UNDELIVERED SPEECH" 
and below are quotations from this publication. 


"Among other things, this man gave me his reasons 
for believing that a "conspiracy" has been worked 
out behind the scenes, for destroying the Sover- 
eignty of the United States, by making us an or— 
ganic part of the British Empire. As we talked 
together, with measured words and sober counten— 
ance, I shuddered instinctively at the thought of 
having the sins, weaknesses, economic and geograph- 


ical handicaps of a foreign government saddled upon 
us." \’ 
s\t 


"THIRD, as indicated above, this book also contains yy 







the latest inside facts about the international 

deal, to destroy the individualism, and govermental py 
integrity of the United States, by tying us politi- — 
cally so the tail of the British lion." (This refers 

to the book, "The Undelivered Speech.) 


This information is being set forth with the thought 
in mind that the Bureau may be interested from the standpoint 
of possible seditious utterances on the part of GERALD L. K. 
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| —  * ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
DB ey HEREIN {$ UNCLASSIFIED 
ee Serpe Charge 3 DATE _iaz/re _BYse-rers/a 


Re: Gerald L. E. Sith; 
Committee of One Eiliton,; 
ee Internal Security. 


Dear Sirs 





Reference is nade to Bureau letter dated February | 
- | 9, IL2, requesting that tiis case be reopenec to determine 
* : whether the above captioned may be promoted by foreicon agents. 


The Attorney General has exiibited a personal 
oe = interest in thie case and desircs that efforts be made to 





eas prosecute the subject under any provisions of the cri-inal 
Le statutes anc war statutes, and that if no violations are o~ 


parent, then consideration shold be clven to rroseeute the 
sivject uncer the Sedition laws as ea lost alternative, 


It is, therefore, requested that you endesvor to 
guide this investication accordingly, but, of Course, do not 
















a a ag overlook any Sedition utterances that aay have been nave by the 
) _¢< subject. 

It is ry desire that thio investication be -iven very 
close and careful attmtion. Consideration as to possibly prosecut~ 
ing subject uncer the follerinz violetions should not be ovecrlooced: 

De Scith Amendnent to Immipretion Pill, Selective Service Act 3 SerLonace 
ia rae es Acts, and lastly, Sedition acts. 
ee Be A Tome ae : ort fa desired that a thorough report be subiittcd in this 
, ees regard not later than April 15, 19.20 
Lane ir. Givin ave 5h ¥ of Sys) athe : a oa Lae 
= so) Very truly Yours, 
tir. Micke ts ‘een 1% S ; 
ee oe COMMUNICATIONS SECTION] go % 
mee 2 Gr, Bessa M A ] L . I € ‘ 
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. dent Roosevelt. The other day Senator Pepper said; 
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Ds ame 4 * % 


price # SECOND | ? (15950 


Radio address by Gerald L. K. Smith «= National Chairman Committee of 
1,000,000 - Radio Station WJR~ Detroit and others = every Wednesda 
night 10:15 Pe Me - Every Sunday night 7:15 P. M. . . 
The Most outspoken promotor of war in the United States Senate ie Mr. 
Claude Pepper from Florida. He is considered the spokesman of Presi- 
This war will last 
10 years. It will cost one hundred billion dollars per year." These 
vrief words are enough to make the blood of every American boil. Firat, 
because they tell us what the war party have in mind for us, and second, 
these words should inspire in us a resentment and a new determination t: 
see to it that we keep our boys out of this program of organized slaughi 
Benedict Arnold became the traditional traitor because he attempted to 
turn over to the British the army of the United States. If he ware to 
come back to life and visit Washington, D. C. he would find wpme politi. 
elans in the capitol City and public officials that would make him feel 
like a patriot. nao 

If those of us who love America most, best, and first, do not 
fight, we have a set of men in Wad ington who.will not only turn our 
army over to the British but will give them the navy, our money, our 
resources, and the blood of our twenty-one million American boys of 
military age. , 

We are in the hands of a set of politicians who seem to think 
that the patriotic thing to do is to put some foreign countries ahead 
of the United States. Just the other day the President announced that 
he wanted another seven billion dollars fomnational defense. That 
sounds all right, but the report reveals trbt much of this, in fact 
several billions of it, 1s likely to be setjaside for communistic 
Russia, Millions of our people are hungry fonight,«-can't pay their 
rent,- can't get a job. In the City of Detgoit, we have what is known 
as the Old Newsboys organization. It is-a marvellous organization of 
outstanding citizens who were once newsboys4 Between now and Christmas 
these men will beg and borrow and campaign get enough money to see 


_ that every child in Retroit is visited by ta Claus. Similar organ= 


5? 


izations are in every great city. Our People beg and pas the hat. 
women stand on the corner in the cold in order to get a few nickels, 
dimes and dollars for the hungry and poor, but we give billions to 
Britain, Russia, China. 


The day our President gave Russia a billion dollars, they threw 


@ celebration at Stalin's Washington headquarters which cost from forty 


to sixty thousand dollers for one night. They drank at least 2000 
bottles @f champagne at $10.00 a bottle, up. I have before me a lette 
from a widow with four children. She is on relief. She is living ina 
two room apartment. Her husband was ea veteran of the last war. This 
widow and her children are half-starving in a land that sends billions 
of dollars to foreign countries. a 

“ Within a few weeks one hundred fifty thousand workers in Detro 
will be on the street, out of work because the factories in which they 
work will not be permitted to have the necessary materfals. The theory 
is that these materials are being saved for national defense, but I 
have a dispatch which quotes Senator John A. Danaher to the effect that 
there is no limitation whatever on exportation of these strategic metali 
to Canada and as a result Canada can buy in America anything she wents 
and British companies in Canada don't even have to buy it, they get it 
free, You ean buymything you went in Canada, from a hairpin to an 
automobile whether it 1s made of a uminum, steel, copper, or brass, but 
while this is going on, more than one hundred thousend little manufac~ 
turers and businessmen in the United States are being driven into bank= 
ruptcy. The men who have been working for them ere being turned out 
on the street, unemployed, because our Government refuses to let Aneri- 
can businessmen buy copper, aluminum, steel. I have here a dispatch 
sent out of Columbus, Ohio, relative to a meeting of 400 little business 
men who were trying to figure ways and means to prevent the cutting of 


_. their throats by this America second program that has been inaugurated 
+n Washington, be C. At this conference, Mr. Clarence E. Karst, vice~ 


"president and treasurer of the Brunkoff Mfg Co., of Cincinnati, spoke: 
Quote of dispatch)"After revealing how his firm which manufactures 
pebbthaa ss Specialties, had been unable to obtein sheet baer pe aera 
subscribed to a British magazine e Br s xpo = 
which advertised for sale and for e livery "NOW" the very things he 
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_° needed, the advertisement add ing & guarantee of delivery because of the 


British navy's existence. “Our company has sent to England for five cars 
of steel on the strength of these advertisements", he asserted. Then ad- 
dressing others in the crowd, he sdded:"Why don't the rest of you fellows. 
write these people? You can get it easier than you can here.* The Advere- 
tisement, which Karst handed to newspaper men for examination said: The 
best British goods can be delivered now. The British navy 1s guarantee 

of delivery." Items advertised include@ steel, cables, wires, copper and 
Sluminum which Great Britain mpposedly is importing from the United State 

It looks like someone has conspired to destroy american business, 
rob us of our neturel resonrces, crucify the little business man'on the 
cross pf bankruptcy and turn all the business of the world over to the 
international monopolies, This all strikes me as a super-super game of 
treason played by the big monopolies and the big politicians. 

The emerican toy manufacturers have been told they cannot even 
make toys for American children, but American children will have toys this 
year, not made by Americans, of course, but made by the British and sold 
by the British to us while our toy manufacturers are driven to the walla 


fin Bankruptcy. 


Unless you regular Americans wake up and put on your fighting 
clothes, we won't have any clothes to put on. These foreign siickers, wil 
have our shirts, our sons, our money, our blood, our Government. In fact, 
one of the biggest things they are trying to put over right now for which 
they have raised.one million dollars for propagenda is a scheme to get 
America back into the British Empire. I hate Nazism and I have fought it 
to a standstill. I hate communism snd I have fought it the same wey, bdut 
by the Grace of God and the spirit of George Washington, I will fight the 
imperialists who conspire with the covetous eyes and watery mouths to take 
this Garden of Eden, this Valley of Peace, this glonious America back into 
the bondage of the British Empire from whence our fighting and bleeding 
founding fathers sought and won es¢ape in 1776, 

We have a set of dipiomats and politicians in Washington who opers 
on the America Last principle which summarizes about as follows; Billions 
for Russia, Bones for America,-Champegne for the Reds, Crumbs for American 
children,-Billions for Britain, Bankruptcy for America's little business, 
No conscription for Canada,- Conacription for America. §40.00, $75.00 and 
$100.00 a month for Canadian Soldiers, $21.00 a month for American Soldier 
throat@cutting taxes for Americans but British property in America by 
special errmgement of Mr. Roosevelt is tax free. 

A Sweet Xm old ledy came to me the other night at a meeting and 
said: "Mr. Smith, do you think that the Townsend Plan will ever go through; 
and I answered by seying: * Why my dear woman, the Townsend Pian has ei reat 
gone through, but the British and Russians are on it instesed of us. If we 
had the money we are sending foreign countries, millions of o1d people 
could be paid a pension commensurate with their needs. The thing we Ameri: 
need to do is to pray and fight and work to see to it that our public 
officials in Weshington have enough nerve and courage and patriotism to 
look after our own soldiers, our own people and our own business men end 
our own old people before they exhaust our resources, bankrupt our 
treasury and bieed us white. 
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‘ Felrusry 28, 1942 
RECCRIED 


G2 -4¥38/8-30 





ee I es in receipt of your recent letter with which you 
ia ‘ enclosed a sory of 6 ciroulur bulletin which bad been received 
” Ly a soldier atutioned at Port Mecde, South Dakotas. 


In view of the fect that thie mtter my be of interest 
is to the eensorsiip establiaheent I mve taken the liberty of for- 
reer warding a @opy of your letter to the office ef ir. Byron Price, 
gaan ee Director of Censorship, Washington, BD. C. 


te . I wish to thank you for your interest and eooperation in 
ce ea furn‘shing euch inforaction at this time. 


Sincerely yours, 


Pa THON CONTAINED 
ALL age or assiritD Jon Biger o 


ON i), c Director 
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The enclosed pamphlet was sent the writer some days ‘8B0, ‘and since 


“I em ‘not in sympathy with such activities and | pen-handlerd | at this 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


—___._ Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


» 


LJ Deleted under exemption(s) _ with no segregable 
material available for release to you. 


L_] Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


—— Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 
sans the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


2 Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 
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Yl For your information: 
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Dal The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 
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[1 Deleted under exemption(s) _.. sé th nto SEgre gable 
materia} available for release to you. 


(_] Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


\ 
iva Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) oe 2 gs 
«Was / were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


———— Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); —-.- 
sas the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 


—___—— Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


[_] For your information: 
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est. 5 5 oy 
‘Dear Sir: —Sbh_—aqigee 
7 For your information only there is set forth 
; PRLEH ADF opeption ree ecoreeeavet River IRUSPE Bice: 
: = “SUITH, Gerald L. K. 
Sraretrinees Detroit, Miohigan 
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Director 
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~~ Former Silver Shirter, Key Appeaser and Agent 
of U. 5. Cliveden Set, Launching New Campaign 
to Obstruct U. S. War Effort. ss 





Gerfld L. Ke Smith, former lieutenant of the late Huey Long and now national ' 
chairman of the’ fascist ont tees of One Million, is forming in Detroit, a seoret group 
called Thinner Circle, This group is to serve as a brain trust for the anti -democrats 
disruptive program with which Fifth Columnist Smith sesks to undermine American morale 
and hamper the war effort of this oountry. The slogan of The Inner Circle will be 
“christ First:® 
- We have in our possession a letter, sent out by Gerald L. K. Smith from his 


Detroit headquarters on January 24 to a select number of his followers, which tells of - 





ed 


creation of this Inner Circle, The recipients of the letter are invited to join the ne 


organized cabal. Smith writes, 


"after much thought and planning, I have decided to establish 
what we shall oall *THE INVER CIRCLE.* Let us visualize the 


Anansi bi nn aff ari2a2 .. a_i =. 2 2 ALS? 


Committee of One Million as a4 gigentic wheel. Then, let us think 
of ‘The Inner Circle! as 4 wheel, within a wheel. The purpose of 
this letter is to invite you to become & close consistent co-worker, 
and be listed as a member of my personal inner circle. By filling 
out the blank at the bottom of this letter and miling it to me 

at once, your name will be recorded on this special list. Kindly 
consider this invitation a personal matter.* 


the Detroit fascist mentions in his letter aoe he has aiecue ed ad forma ti or 
i 


Prvansacs Pe a 


Rea &LCOPR DED 
of obs Si Circle with certain of his *trtenke® in Washington, .D. Ce A- Pf zo 


a 7 INDEXEp 
JON...these words ere being ‘written at a time w en I have HRs 


2 turned from Washington. While there, I had conferences wit 
aa Kare. ders, men who understand the power and potency of the 'C 
By ga I was given a oordial reception. 

ee "I spent four hours with one partioular Senator, an outstanding 
Be figure in American public life, and gleaned from him certai 





MAD 412 wenn 


ee 0 


information, _ bst of whioh I expect to pass o. le wy Inner Circle 
of friends in the near cayures 


®Amonp other things, this man gave me his reasons for ealienay 

that a ‘conspiracy! has been worked out behind the scenes, for 

destroying the Sovereignty of the United States, by making us an 

organic part of the-Bfitish Empire. woe I shuddeved instinotively 

at the thought of having the sins, weaknesses, economic and geo- 4 
graphical handiogps of e foreign government saddled upon us.* : S947 


In the light of president Roosevelt's recent reference to a U. S. Cliveden Se 


Smith's doast of assistance from Washington has particular significance. 


It ‘is not an idle hoast. The Hour can reveal that among the congressmen witt 


whom Gerald L. Ke Smith has been in close touoh are genator Robert Be Reynolds of Nortk 


Carolina, Chairman of the Senate Committee on Military Affairs; Senator Arthur H<Vandex 
ea rer Risin ee hte em rattes-Sse mps irnpta  g  nne a e 


eeler of Montana; ex-Senateor RueWrilt of West 


Virginia (currently acoused of having cooperated with the paid Nazi agent, George sylve 


berg of Michigan; Senator Burton XK. 





FF akties 3 and Ropresentative Clare £ ho Timan’ of Michigan. 
t 4 





For a number of years Bmith has played a key role in the anti-democratic move 


ment in the United States. His fifth oolum ectivities have not always brought him int 


circles as eminent as those he frequents today. On August 5, 1938, H. pe fertin, execu’ 
; . ow t 


director of the Silver Shirts of America, sent to Dr. be yFirkhesd; director of the 


Friends of Democracy, a letter which stated; 


"Answering your letter of the Srd regarding Mr. Gerelé Le Ke Smithts 
connection with the Silver Shirts, which you say he denies, we have on 
file certain letters and telegrams received from him... The letters 
are all written on Silver Shirts of America letterbeads and signed by 
him. His registration number as a member of the Silver Shirts was ’ 
5225 and his wifets number was 3220." fe 
Smith's important function in this subversive band is indicated in the followi 


pessage from one of his many commumications to Silver Shirt Chief William Dudley’ Pelley, 


who is now in jail in North Carolina, "..eby the time you receive this letter I shall bt 


on the road to St. Louis and parts north with a wiformed squad of young men composing 


what I believe will be the first Silver Shirt aterm tro 


Smith, an expert rabble-rouser, was not content to remain for long in Pelley's 


service. He began organizing vigilante groups of hie own, He traveled about the countr 


spreading anti-Semitic propaganda. On August 5, 1938, the press in Cleveland, Ohio, de- 


scribed Smithis disruptive technique in these words, 
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"In his veent speedy tour of Ohio, Reverend Smith hes spoken in both urban 
and rural stuaniol bled In the urban oommmi ties he has made no reference to racial grot 
but in the rural ¢ommnities, ‘he has deoried the sinister influence of Jews and Catholic 
In 1939 Smith came to Detroit, wichigan. ~<A won the suppert of influenoial 
backers and begen a weekly radio progran over WIR, the city's largbet and most expensive 
station. He established in the auto city, headquarters for the Comnittee of me Millior 
| The Committee has a seoret membership which, according to Smith, is active i: 
pee state in the country, and which has specialized in disseminating anti-New Deal, 
anti-labor and appeasement propaganda. In its "anti-war" machinations, Smith's group 
closely cooperated with the Nazi-endorsed amerioa First Committee; and, although Aner ict 
Firsters denied Smith was one of their members, it was commonly known that he supérvise 
their operations in the Michigan area. 
| Every Sunday evening at 7,15, Gerald L. K. Smith now broadcasts from station 


WR in Detroit. He speaks in the name of the Committee of me Million. His radio progr 





ere aimed, none too subtly, at oreating disunity among Americans by stirring up race hat 
He sonstently herps on the Coughlinite theme of *Christ First in Amerioa.® He also atte 
to undermine oonfidence in the war leadership of the Roosevelt Administration. periodic 
ally, his speeches are re-broadcast by transcription ores Station WOL in Washington, D. 

The Hour asks, how much longer will Gerald L. K. Smith be permitted to mainta! 
his anti-democratic band and to continue his work of undermining morale and hampering tt 


war effort of this eomtry? 


- 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
. WASHINGTON, D.C, 


» 


it February 20, 1942. 





MEXORANDUM FOR MR. J. EDGAR HOOVER, 
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation, 


Re: 
Dp 
GERALD L. K. SMITH; ~ . 
« Res 


sot TIRE OF ONE MILLION; 


a 


= Re: 


0 ae 
THE INNER CIRCLE ? 





Receipt is acknowledged of your memorandum dated February 11, 
1942, enclosing copies of a circular entitled "The Undelivered 
Speech", which appears over the mimeographed signature of the subject. 


We have examined the circular with a view to Smith's liability 
for seditious utterances, and it is our opinion that its contents do 
not constitute a violation of the applicable statutes. 


It is noted that the activities of Gerald L. K. Smith have been 
reported to Er. Lawrence M. C. Smith, Chief, Special Defense Unit, - 
under date of February 9, 1942. It is requested that a of this 
report be transmitted to the Criminal Division. a are 


~ Cok we A 


It is further requested that the Division be kept fully advised 
of the results of the investigation which you state is now pending to 
| determine the subject's possible affiliation with subversive organiza- 
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Assistant Attorney Gener 
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WRYDITL BURGE 


Committee of One Iilliong 
Internal Securitye 


Reforence is nade to your menorandcum dated Febru 
20, 19.2, requesting @ copy of the report of Special Arent 
dated May 20, 1941 at Detroit, Kichicpan concerning the 


captioned, 






bie 


Pursuant to your request there ia enclosed herewith 
a cory of the above mentioned report. 


yr 


COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 


MAILED 


* MAR3 194 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


u, S. DEPARTM 


ENT OF JUSTICE 






9 P.M. 


Very truly yours, A 
b 


John Edgar Hoover 
Direotor 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


__{  +Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


[_} Deteted under exemption(s) _.- Sith nto Segre gable 
material available for release to you. 


[_} Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


CH Document{s) originating with the following government agency(ies) ____ © MN 2 ae 
sg was /were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


—_— Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); —- 
sas the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 





{| For your information: 











a The following number is to be used fort reference regarding these pages: 
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March 18, 1912 
BY SPECIAL MFSSFEGER 
fir. Byron Price 
7 Director of Censorship 
7 Roos 772, Federal Trede 
Toes ~ Comiesion Bullding 
_ 4 Weahington, D. C. 
ie cars Dear Mr. Price: 
} a | There is atsteched h-reto for your inforpa 
ee 3x ot e letter dated Janus f; 
cee \ a : , pether Loe 
ae | : en advised 
this porarance: 


Sincerely yours, 


; WEL INFORATION CONTPINED 
0 i | HERES ° GNCLASSI cD 

. : Enclosure DATE__o/ee Jeo BY seeee 
wees ce 43718 
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Wachington, Dd. C. 


Dear Sirs 


I em enclosing a letter thet I Just resd end hy 
delleve that your buresu should inv stigste Ger: 14 L. Ki Balth. 
Even if Wr. Seith is sincere in his beliefs, his letters which 
are sent to thousands of Americane (most of ue ere gullible end 
believe everything we reed) tend to disrupt the unit, that 
how exists, and God knows thet we hve to heve unity if we are to 

defest our enemies. Mr. Saith hes no eonfidence in our yovern- 
went and is «{lling during these crucial days to spresd this 
propaganda to thousands of other Americans, who will fell for 
it, hook, line asd sinker, We sre at wer and we should be 
100K united....we don't want any Guislings or Coughlinites er. 
traitors in our aidst, who are trying to creat_ in our minds | 
thet our allies are treacherous. 


If I beve erred, I an willing to apologise, but es 
an averse, voting Anerican citisen, I believe, thet no real 
American should, in tise of var, creet_ havoc and disunity, ap 
our enesies, who are in cur midst (fifth coluanists), ere doing 
their derndest to disrupt us. 


Mey I hear fron you? 
Thank you. 


/e/ 
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THE OFFICE OF CENSORSHIP 
WASHINGTON ry iS 


March 19, 1942. 


Air. Coffey 





Tir. Fendon..... oo. 
fF itr. Holloran 


Bir. MoGuire 10.0... 
Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Mr. Guinn Tamm... 
Direetor, see 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 
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Naturally I have examined with deep 
interest the letter fro eo // and his en- 
closure which you sent me under comlidential eover on 
March 18. : 


biv 


that his commmication has been referred to the wae 





I note that you have advised 


of Censorship. I assume this was a routine reference, 
but I am wondering whether you have any suggestion as 
to what action the Office of Censorship might take. 


Sincerely yours, 
hb. 


Byron Price, 
Director. 






EDERAL BURCAU OF INVESTIGATIO 


10 APR 2 1942 
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_ March 30, 1942 


tr. Byron Priva 

Director of Censorship 

Room 772, Federal Trade 
Coasission Bullding 


‘Washington, D. C. 


Dear ur, Prices 
XI heve your letter of March 19th, in which you 


refer to ay letter to you of March 16th concerning a coamuni- 
eution addressed to thie Bureau ay A copy 
of communication was re e you for your 


Naturally, if there are any steps which 








infoPaetion on 
need to be taxen from the standpoint of internal security 
investigetims, thie Bureau will texe al) necesssry and 
possible ection. 







ae conmmuniestion was forwarded to you with 
the thoug 2 et in connection with the voluntary 
Censorship of redio, the officials of your office might desire 
to have the views of or their eonsideration, 


Sincerely yours, 
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 Twieh to advise that your letter of recent 
Gate, has been received at this Bureau by reference from 
_ the office of the Attorney Ceneral. ~- 





Your oqurtesy and interest in bringing this Paar 
matter to the attention of the Department of Justice are ao 
indeed apreciated. You may be assured tint the content - 
of your letter has been noted and will receive appropriate 
oonsideration. . 


Sincerely yours, 


ML INFO TON eoNTAINED : 
fee: IS UNCLASSIFE) John Edgar Hoover 


Director 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U. 8. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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Bien 16-28-13 Mr. 
Bong eee 
r = = . Mr. Holioman ...... 
bags a April 10, 19%2 siesGaicetean 
ark MEMORANDUM FOR MR. JCHN EDGAR HOOVER, 
ao oe DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

= §} Res Gerald L. K. Smith; 

ee 7 aro of One Lillion"; 
a "The er Circle"; 

ow Sedition 
bok 
. The Criminel Division is in receipt of a photostatic 

oe [ copy of a news clipping from the "New York Herald Tribune" 

oe dated March 27, 1942, with reference to the subjects, which 


states that Smith a short time prior thereto ught out the 
first issue of a monthly mcea 2 entitled "Trd&jross and 


the Flac", “$e ponnersted that a y 
{ : tne Frias” It is requested that a copy of this issue and 


of all future issues of the publication be made eveilable 
to the Division. 
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Reference is made to the statement by the reporter | 
in the above-mentioned clipping that "Detroiters contribute 
by the thousands to support him, in dribbles of less than 
$5.00 at a time." It is also noted that in the same report 
















. < Smith declares that he derives £75,000 yearly from his various 
££ : "constituents" te pay for his living expenses and propaganda 
pee activities. It is “requested that copies of the. federal j 
a ft . income tax returns of Smith for the yeas-193¢’ pilin baw m 
wee ce as be obtained, or information es to wh 


On page 5 of the Bureau report by 
relating to Smith and dated May 20, 1941 at Vetro 
it appears that the Bureau has a copy of an artic 
in the September 1940 issue of the "kiichigan Demo 
= expose of Gerald L. K. Smith" by Edward L. & 

pages 7 and 8 of this Bureau report are staten 










Sepees Y ae is the author. of two pamphlets, "Danzerous Fnemies" 
We eeha end "Too ich Roosevelt", and that a copy of the first men- 


tioned pamphlet is in the files of the Detroit office of the 
Bureau. It is reanuested that copies of the expose’ and of / 


; 7 
e mi the two panphiets by Smith be transmitted to the Division. b 


a 





cs 


On page 5 of the Bureau report dated May sie pears 
' 4t is noted that Pirie: as of ee date oe repc 


Reference is further made to a report in "The Hour", 
number 128, dated February 21, 1942, that Smith makes weekly 
radio broadcests over Station WJ R in Detroit and that his 
speeches are ae raed re-broadcast over Station W OL 
in Washington, D. C, It is requested that transcripts of 
his talks since December 7, 1941 be procured, if possible, 
and made available to this Division. It is likewise requested 
that the Bureau obtain transcripts of any future radio talks 
by Smith and forward them to the Division, 


Reference is finally made to your memorandum to this 
Division dated February 11, 1942, wherein you stated that the 
Bureau was conducting an investigation of Smith to determine 
his possible affiliation with any subversive organizations. 
It is requested that you advise as to the current status of 
such investigation. 


Respectfully, 


WENDELL BERGE 
Assistant Attorney General 
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Smith Will Speak” = 
In-Goughlin’s Behalf —~ {| 


Detroit, April 21 Pn Pa e 


isolationist “Committee of. One . 
lion,” announced today he eceer 
address a rally here Ftiday night on 
the subject, “Will We Permit the 
Reds to Jail Father Coughlin?” The . 
lin magazine, Social Jus 
hasbeen barred from the 
pen ane f peartee on Attorney 
iddle’s ing that j 
iy Veditions™" oe 
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\. _ Moreover, through my years of public service, traveling in all 

' parts of the Nation, appearing before every conceivable typs of public — 
audience, enjoying the personal friendship of a large number of United 
States Senators, Representatives and other prominent government of- 
ficials in Washington, there comes to me a constant flow of priceless 
INSIDE INFORMATION, not available to the general public. Much of this 
material is of such a nature that propriety forbids its usa over radio. 
And yet, it should be placed in the hands of key people, like yourself, 
for judicious patriotic handling and dissemination. 


Thus, through frequent Inner Circle letters, there will come into 
your home, important facts -~ facts of vital concern to the welfare of 
our Nation, which you will want to share with friends and neighbors, 
By this means, vital truth, not available through press and radio will 


seep through to countless thousands, perhaps millions of people, as we 
go on working together, IN UNISON, expanding our labors. 


Hours are precious in the present crisis, and I am hoping, belicey- 
ing, praying that you will use the blank at the bottom of the last page 
of this letter and let me hear from you without delay. If you live a 
considerable distance from Detroit, please answer by airmail. 


For Anstance, these words are being written at 6s time when I have 
just returned from Washington. While there, I had Sentavences with sev-~ 
eral leaders, men who understand the power and potency of the “Committee 


of One Million*®. I was given a cordia af tion. 
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MOREE 


{t. spent.four hours with one pattictiar ‘Senator on outetending fig- 


ure in spent four hours with one pat iefed Se him certain unpublished 


information, most of which I expect to _psss.on to my Inner | Circle of 
~{riends in the. near future. 


_Anong other. things,-this nan geve_ne—his resscna for believing. that 
‘a "conspiracy" has been worked out behind the scanes, for destroying the 
. sovereignty of the United States, by making us an organic part of the 
British Empire, As we talked together, with measured words and sober 
"countenance, I shuddered instinctively at the thought of having the sins, 
weaknesses, Economic and geographical] handicaps of a foreign government 


we 


saddled upon ys. 


} I have prepared, exclusively for you friends of the Inner Circle, 4 
special brochure, entitled "THE UNDELIVERED SPEECH" -- which contains a 
_»ehapter devoted to this matter, nternational politiclans, opesstine= 
\about the activities of certain international politicians, operating ‘un- 
=" der the name of the “Federal Union inc.," who hope to consummate this 
‘_treésonable plan within six months, whitls ws Americans ere -otcupled with 
our emergency, This is an issue concerning which.you,-and millions 2 
other Sippfote should be informed with all possip e baste / 
TAPR Y, Wer Ao Poe de 
mt} “And now, a further word about this new book, ty rhepensitye EGG 
f iy Speech", Let me say, FIRST, that this treatise 1s no set orrérdd” Bye | 
the general public and cannot be purchased. It will be r Menien apo 


: ____ through the Inner Circle. I feel that the startling facts nes 
: contAins, should be placed only at the disposal of persons. Roca: ree JUST 


ing along these lines has A BFE aura 
SECOND, some days ago te ited ag) es etal h address before 4 ~ 


large number of people, THESE ib charge | sted that they- ote an ad- 
vance copy of the message dinely,- Xiu tten .the manuscript. 
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ary mraneea Toa MOMTAINEN, 
LANE FTE Gein ale 
BEDFAA S saQlAScie ted Detroit, Michigan 


J 2kth, 1942. 
My dear Friend: DATE _a]etfer. BY se-thuhc~ anuary 


Please consider this a personal letter from Gerald L. K. Smith. Do 
me the kindness of getting a quiet comfortable chair and sifting every 
sentence with utmost care. I fesl, in view of the tragic crisis now en- 
gulfing our beloved country, that I must today unburden my soul to you 
friends who have stood so loyally with me. 


I regard this as the most important letter I have ever written. The 
entire future, of our Christian and patriotic work -- work, pracious to 
your heart and mine, will depend upon YOUR IMMEDIATE RESPONSE to certain 
suggestions that I shall outline below. There are so many important mat- 
ters to be presented for your consideration, that I shall try to boil 
Gown my thoughts to a minimum of words. 


Van ava wna AAR antraman Shee ocr mes wee me wae 4 1 wewnanakana 
AWS TEU AY MN ooo tnat a vol y large amount of Wa bt LOG oO ius 


from week to week. Letters pour in constantly from 611 parts of the Na- 
tion. Without such correspondence , it would be impossible for the "Com- 
mittee of One Million" to function. We have demonstrated the correct- 
ness of the old axiom, IN UNION THERE IS STRENGTH. 


No other organization in the United States 1s duplicating the work 
in which we are engaged. Our influence for moral, religious, economic 
and political righteousness is nation wide. Good people love us, while 
the international agents of destruction, hate and fear us. 


I have gone through a large accumulation of mail and chosen what I 
‘ regard as my "preferred list" of friends and supporters across the 
Continent. You are in this group. Hence, the present communication. 


Because of the unprecedented peril which our Country 1s now facings. 
and considering that the American people vill be obliged to make grave 
decisions in the days just ahead ... and the further fact of your re- 
sponsibility and mine, in helping to produce an aroused, informed, en- 
lightened public opinion, animated by righteous impulses -- it is now 
imperative that a large group of us shall work together, in closer 
collaboration, than a 


I have decided to establish 
t us visualize the Committee 
hen, let us think of "The Inner 
Circle” as a wheel, The purpose of this letter is to 
invite you to become ac istent co-worker, and be listed as & 
member of my personal inner circle. By filling out the blank at the 
bottom of this letter and mailing it to me at ones, your name will be 
recorded on this special list. Kindly consider this invitation a4 
personal matter, . 


So, after muc 
what we shall call ; 
of One tilion as a! 
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I want to feel free at all times to write to you ... to seek your 
prayerful counsel when I have important decisions to make ... to learn 
from you, how our patriotic labors can be especially useful, from time 
to time, in onthe community. I want to be able to bring the PEeProne 
and needs of t PERErEN before beng as pekcae Big may hci : 


“art, 
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After scrutinizing same, they forbade me to deliver the speech. It is 
probable that the message would have been heard by radio, and quoted in 
far away Russie. My exposure would have been of suoh @ character, that 
those in charges feared it might have antagonized the Reds against us. 


In the present state of affairs, there are some things that no 
longer can be said over radio, and yet we are faced with the stubborn 
fact that Communist propagandists within our own borders, are opportun- 
izing on present collaboration between Washington and Moscow, by push- 
ing toward their objective of PHYSICAL REVOLUTION AND BLOODSHED in the 
United States, 


Because of certain things I cannot say over the radio, I must find 
a way for filtering the truth through to straight-thinking Americans 
jike yourself. And s0, We @re ready to release the complete text of 
"The Undelivered Speech", to those who use the blank below, 

THIRD, as indicated above, this book also contains the latest in- 
side facts about the international deal, to destroy the individualisn, 


and governmental integrity of the United States, by tying us politically 
to the tail of the British lion. 


We want you to know us better. And we want to know you better. 
Accordingly, Mrs. Smith and I have prepared a family calendar, bearing 
our photographs, for 1942. This item, a token of epprecitation for your 
help, will serve as a daily reminder that we are standing together in 
defense of the principles and ideals of the American founding fathers. 


And now, before closing, & personal word of utmost importance: 
With the declaration of war, made by the Congress, on December 8, 1941, 
the importance of our work was incalculably increased. It seemed that 
our past efforts were all directed toward this particular peak. Now 
that the hour has come, when the destinies of our Country are being 
sheped, we must not falter in accepting responsibility thrust upon us 


by virtue of our knowledge and advance preparation. 


During recent weeks, inducements and 
threats have been made to silence us, Enemies 
of our Country, emmissaries of Satan, are do- 
ing everything in their power to retard our 
efforts. But, until the present hour, we 
have moved steadily forward, as a great con- 
structive force, Under the slogan "Christ 
First" we propose to continue these labors 
which have been Divinely preserved. With 
your help, with your consistent, unfaltering, 
prayerful cooperation, I shall continue lead- 
ing this movement for God, Home and Country. 


I would be less than honest, if I did 
not say that we are NOW faced with urgent 
financial needs. The only thing that could 
hold us back at this time, would be lack of 
money to continue the radio work, great 
public mass meetings, distribution of 
literature, and the multiple lines of work 
which go out from the central hub here in 
Detroit. We must not fail for want of 





—o- ers enced er Teer: 


4. 


financial support. Should our movement go down in defeat, there is 
nothing else on the American horizon to take its place. JI REPEAT, WE 
MUST NOT FAILI | 


Week after week, we are reaching millions of people through broad- 
casts from both Detroit and Washington. As you know, we are helpless 
except as loyal supporters like yourself, come to our rescue. I am 
frank to say, that these words are written out of a heavy heart, with 6 
certain degree of anxiety, because of pressing obligations now facing 
US 


UNLESS I HAVE FINANCIAL HELP AT ONCE, MY VOICE WILL BE SILENCED. 


In supporting this work, you are not performing en act of charity. 
On the contrary, you are making an investment. With this premise in 
the background, I do not hesitate to suggest that you send, without de- 
lay, & contribution of the largest amount possible, so that we can pro- 
ceed with the work unhindered. 


It is probable that this letter will reach some friends who can 
contribute as much as $100. Others $50. or possibly $20. While a large 
number of gifts will fall automatically into the $5 and $10 brackets ... 
yet, I want you to know that your offering, no matter the amount, be it 
one dollar, or two dollars, will be thankfully received. In fact, our 
work has been carried on theses years, for most part by a large number 
of small contributions -~ one, two and three dollar amounts, 


Let us make it a unanimous offering, in which everyone shall parti- 
cipate. I have faith to believe that somehow, these obligations with 
which we are faced, will be met, so that the work will be able to con- 
tinue. Without fail, fill out the blank below and send the largest 
amount possible. Kindly let me hear from you right away. 


Sincerely yours for God and Country. 


baal CX Bath 


GERALD L. KQsMITH, : 
wee ew eo aw ow = ee - - OFFERING BLANK ~- - - - - - = - = = --- = 


Dear Mr. Smith: 


Enclosed find my voluntary contribution of 

$ to help meet the present, pressing 
needs Of the work. You may enter my name, so 
that I will receive your Inner Circle Letters 
from time to time. Yes, send me one of the 
1942 calendars bearing the photograph of you 
and Mrs. Smith, also the book. "The Undelivered 
Speech", 


Name 








Address 
City State 
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~ APPEASERS B00 
F.D.R, AND ALLIES 
IN MEETING HERE 


Cheer McCormick, Huey 
Long and Lindbergh; 
Laugh at 1st Lady. 


BY FRANK SMOTHERS. 
Britain and Russia were booed 
‘Jast night, China’s war supply 
needs made a ‘subject for laughter 
and America’s commander in chief 
ridiculed at a meeting of William 
G. Grace’s revamped Citizens’ 
Committee, in session at 32 West 
Randolph street. 
Before Pearl Harbor it was the 
Citizens’ Keep America Out of War 
Committee, Grace now has reor- 
ganized with the shorter name. 
As principal) speaker the Rev. 
_Gerald L. K“Smith, Detroit spell- 
binder, chairman of what he Calls 
the Committee of a Million, cajoled 
. > the crowd for almost two hours. A 
crowd of some 500 filled the 12th- 
‘floor meeting hall. 
The crowd cheered ang applauded 
the names of x he A.fLindbergh: 
— Col. Robert R. fMcCormick, the 
Chicago Tribune, Senator C. Way- 
2 jJand#Brooks the late SenatorgHuey 
ood P, Long, Senator Geralg@ PJ Nye, 
Representative Clarence} Day, and 
“America First.” 
Hit Treason Charges. 
A great chorus of enthusiastic 
“ayes” adopted a resolution that 
attacked Representative Raymond 
&. McKeough’s charge in Congress 
of treason against McCormick. The 
resolution endorsed “most heartily” 
the Tribune and its “editorial pol- 
icy,” and paid tribute to the “pa- 
triotism”’ of McCormick. . 

All but a few in the audience 
were middle-aged or elderly. Faces 
of most were stern as they entered. 
No men in uniform were seen. | 

As in similar meetings before 
Pearl Harbor Lindbergh’s name 
above all was magic with the 
crowd. Its first mention by Smith 
brought the house down with 
cheers, high shrieks of women, long 
hand-clapping. To that Smith came 


“Give him a real hand!” 


ing, plait ovation. Lindbergh’s 

game -was tumultucusly cheered 
‘again when Smith said: that for 

real “unity” Nye should be brought 

into the cabinet, Senator Robert 
Reynolds of North Carolina made 
Secretary of War and Lindbergh 
‘appointed head of a new air arm. 
'’*“Frank Knox should resign be- 

fore midnight,” shouted Smith, 
‘waving his arms. He is a stocky, 
dark-haired orator, whose gestures 

‘  yange from arm-swi inging | to’ ) squat- 
Ying in midsertencé. *: - <--> 


Spoke before Smith, declared that 
Washington and Lincoln were “iso- 
Yationists” and that Lincoln made 


and again.” Smith — repeatedly 
brought similar titters with slurring 
references to the President and Mrs. 
Roosevelt. There were appreciative 
Ziggies, too, when Southard read 4 








. reference to China’s' dissatisfaction 
r “s | | because she is not getting what she 
. ; wants in lend-lease aid. 
i : Audience Ends a Sentence. 
3 In one of many attacks on Britain 
. Smith said: “The dagger that’s 
‘sharp enough for the kidneys of 
‘ Australia is sharp enough to pass 
-through the kidneys of”—and 
"women in the audience finished it 
with him—‘“of America.” : 
The house came down when 
6mith said America First should 
not have disbanded and when he 
‘extolled his old intimate, Huey 
Long, as “the Lincoln of the 
- South.” 
Smith declared he was for “vic- 
. tory” in the war, but that “victory” 
meant different things to different 
‘ people. He didn’t want a “victory” 
that would “make Eleanor presi- 
'. dent,” said the preacher. — 
“The only defeat for America 
would be that which destroyed the 
| ’ independent destiny of -America,” 
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would be that which preserved it.” 
Throughout hi? speech Smith re- 
iterated that what he wanted was 
victory for a,“Christian America,” 
nor did the cheering crowd misun- 
derstand his implication regarding 
: the Jewish citizens of America. 
*’ He painted the horrors of the 
war and said that if his “6-foot son 
comes back to his beautiful mother 
and myself in a wheelchair or 
* Dlind or in 2 casket I pray to God 


——— 
—_ 


ALL INFORM" TION CONTAINED 


sia, not Britain, not the interna- 
tional bankers.” .The Reds and 
‘Union Now” he chastised repeat- 


edly. e525 ; 
Smith gaid he favored “using” 
Britain and Russia in the war, he 
affirmed, and, with the war over, 
‘giving them 24 hours’ notice to “get 
out. ” ‘ 
f Nominating petitions were circu- 





: . and many signatures secured for 
7 y . Brooks and for Grace as a congres- 
: (7 es sional aspirant, Social Justice was 


aes a 


= hed shear - 


- he proclaimed. “The only victory. 


* First titters at the: Presidens’s-ex- | -. 
jpense came when Southard, who|- 


his position clear “again and again}. 


Jet it be a victory for us, not Rus- |: 


lated in the anteroom of the hall |: 
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We Take Our Stand 


EXTENSION OF REMARKS 


HON. ROY 0. WOODRUFF 


OF MICHIGAN 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 





Thursday, March 26, 1942 


——— 


_ emg EDITORIAL BY GERALD L. EK. SMITH 





Mr. WOODRUFF of Michigan. Mr. 
Speaker, under leave to extend my re- 
marks in the Recorp, I include the foi- 
lowing editorial! by Gerald L. K. Smith 
from the magazine The Cross and the 
Flag for April 1942: 

[Prom the Cross and the Flag for April 1942) 
WE TAKE OUR STAND 
(By Gerald L. KE. Smith) 

We have named this magazine The Crors 
and the Flag because we want it to symbol.z2 
the highest and most dynamic ideals. This 
ip a patriotic, crusading journal which reccg- 
nizes the fact that the ethical, moral, and 
spiritual] teachings of Christ constitute the 
fountainhead of all worth while modern 
civilization, 

We expect the worst from our foes, because 
We propose to use this Magazine as a weapon 
with which to deal blowa to the enemies of 
Our traditional American way of life. 

The reader may not be able to find in this 
editorial the symbol and name of everything 
we ehali fight for, but if you keep right on 
Treading, by the time you have finished this 
you will have a pretty fair idea of what we 
propose to support and oppose. 

In the first place, we are 100 percent for 
an American victory and every sacrifice neces- 
sary to win that victory for America. We 
invite you to read our war platform on page 
14. We have a very definite definition of 
victory, which appears elsewhere in this issue. 

452443—21895 


The Crom and the Flag will never say nor 
do anything to Jend aid and comfort to the 
enemies of America, whether they be on the 
battiefield, outaide America, or among the 
agents of subversion inside America. Amer- 
ica’s attitude toward the Nazis, the Pascists, 
and the Japs is a fixed military policy which 
has been approved hy the overwhelming ma- 
jority of our Congress. 

Now that we have made these facts clear, 
for the record, we assert that even though 
America is at war we old-fashioned Amer- 
fcans do not propos2 to be eity-slicked by 
boondoggling hureaucratic politicians, Com- 
munists, Britigh imperialists (the Union 
Now gang), and a thousand and one other 
porch climbers, confidence men, and snake- 
oll salesmen who are working day and night 
on conspiracies designed to compe) us to 


swallow a hundred polson: pills: in the name 


of wartime emergencies. -- - Be 


‘ 
v. 


We are not complaining about blocd hed, ° 


taxes, or any of the sacrifices that go along 
with the legitimate conduct of a war to save 
and defend America. We are talking about 
bureaucratic fakers, brain-trust sc:ewbaliea 
and political mechanics Whose corsc‘ence 
and eelf-respect are about as calloused as 
the operator of a French guillotine. We are 
talking about ruthless political racketeers, 
propagandists, and character assassins who 
never hes‘tate to trans!ate blood into ballots 
and defense bonds into boondoggling. The 
Cross and the Flag knows that many of 
these fakers and political confidence men 
are right on the pay roll of the United States 
Government. Some of them are awfully 
clase to the White House, and many are ip 
both Houses of Congress. The editors ex- 
pect the worst from these people. We ex- 
pect to be called appeasers, turtles, copper- 
heads, Fascists, anti-Semites, racketeers, 
fifth columnists, rumor mongers, and even 
candidates for the Cliveden set. 


A fraternity of amear artists has sprung up 
in America which has mastered the science 
of character aesastination. The moment we 
old-fashioned Americans assert ourselves 
over the air or by the publication of a maga- 
gine these character killers turn on the heat. 
They issue bulletins, they bark over the air 
and guddenty the plain old-fashioned Amer- 
ican, Whether he be Charles Lindbergh or 
Gerald Smith, is aware of the fact that 
10,000 mysterious enemies have descended 
upon him with scandalizing persecution, 
physical threats, editorial scorn, picket 
lines, and protest meetings. His patriotism 
is impugned and his Americaniam is ques- 
tloned. 

We see a man like Walter Winchell mo- 
nopolize an international radio network for 


‘&@ given period of time each week presuming 
to interpret Americanism at the rate of five 


thousand luscious “lotion” dollars per week. 
Walter Winchell has a background of scandal 
mongering, utderworld gossiping, and now 
s.cps up to arsume the role of a superpa- 
trict, Political pull and White House favor- 
ittsm make it possible for him to become a 
commissicned officer in the United States . 
Navy, although to this date he continues to 
draw from the Jergens Lotion Corporation, 
the motion-picture industry, and others, a 
salary estimated at from @250,000 per year 
up. This man ig no special evil in himseif; 
he merely typifies the mattery festering of 
ean evil element within our borders. Let 
Mr. Winchell, the great patriot, explain to us 
over the air some night why he presented, 
some months ago, to every Member of Con- 
gress a book written by tbe notorious Red, 
John Spivak. Let Mr. Winchell explain why 
he recommended the works of this Red 
propagandist de-luxe to the elected Repre- 
sentatives of the United Btates. We agree 
With Congressman Vinson, chairman of the 
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Naval Affairs Committes of Congress, who 
said in effect, “Let Winchell put op the uni- 
form and enter the Navy or take of the unt- 
form and get out af the Navy.” 

We don't like the idea of the President of 
the United States playing politica with a 
wartime Cabinet. We think he should dem- 
onstrate a willingness to fill his Cabinet with 
men representing all the major political efe- 
ments in our Nation. We agree with the 
American Legion of Michigan, which, by reso- 
tution, called on the President to remove five 
of the imp tent, ineffective members of his 
Cabinet. We don't like the idea of Ha 


Hopkins being so powerful that every high 


eficial in the United States bas to siphon 
his ideas through this alling Pink. — 

We are impressed with the editorial chal- 
lenge of men like David Lawrence, editor of 
the United States News, who accuses Donald 
Nelson of toying with Soviet technique—in 
setting up industrial committees. If David 
Lawrence ig wrong, he should be rebuked. If 
David Lawrence is right, then Nelson should 
be curbed or dismissed. 

We don’t like the way the administration 
has ignored the sensational findings of Oon- 
gressman Martin Digs, in his exposure of 
Reds, Pinks, and Communists on the pay 
roll of our wartime Government. We are 
opposed to the theory that America must 
flatter and cajole the Communists in Amer- 
fea merely because we are military allies of 
Rusaia. 

We recognize the priorities emergency, but 
because We know something of the back- 
ground of Leon Henderson we think that 


some nilare in thie set-up there are certain 
rPweew Prev" 245 WOR Fe bee! ol awe ey Wes wees 


Marxists who are getting a real thrill out of 
seeing the great middle class crucified in the 
Dame of this emergency, Every day we see 
creative mind« being nailed upon the cross. 


- Baty fae slis.secp dt ettuams tilie Amelere with. 


Forty-four thousand attumoble dealers, with 
an average of 12 dependent employees each, 
totaling over 500,000 men, are virtually in the 
bread line. Add to these 100,000 little manu- 
facturers making pondefense materials who 
have been closed up; add to these tire deniers, 
Advertising agencies, and 10,000 correlated 
business enterprises, and you witness a cruci- 
fizion of middle-class individuals surpassing 
even the liquidation of similar groups during 
and foliowing the Russian Revolution. 
45944321895 
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The Cros and the Flag admits the necee- 
sity of radical adjustments dus to a shortage 
of war materials, labor, and fegtory facilities, 
put we are bold to assert thet the moat serl- 
ous thing about this crucifixion of the middle 
class is not only the fact that our bureau- 
crats apparently don't care what happens to 


these people but they actually appear to de- 
light in their annihilatinn 


eS yee 


thousands of these people are friends of the 
crusade represented by this magazine. 

 Qver 50,000 members of the Congress of 
Industrial Organizations in Detroit alone, are 
affiliated with our committec. 
millions of Bible-reading, church-going pray- 
erful workers in America, who don't like the 
idea of being led around by the nose by & 
former playmate of Nikolai Lenin—Sidney 


Hiiiman; 


Thoveends yHon 
ed 
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There are still 


and there are stili miliionpa of 
American workers who don’t fall for this. 
Walter Revther bunk (it ls to be remembered 
that Victor and Walter Reuther took a 2-year 
intensive course on industriel organigation at 
Lenin University in Moscow). 

If we are to be governed by a long-term 
President, we bold the conviction that the 
people should have a chance to express them- 
selves concerning his administrative policies 
oftener than once every 4 years. 

We don't ike the idea of Madam Litvino® 
and Ambassador Maxim Litvinoff running 
around over the country addressing a series 
of Red-sponsored rallies under the guise of 
Rustian relief. Our Congress has appropri- 
ated nearly €50,000,000,000 to be used by the 
President of the United States for foreign 
countries in the prosecution of this war. 
That should be enough to give them all the 
relief they need without conducting these 
Propaganda raliies under the guise of relief. 

We want a “he-man” civilian defense pro- 
g@tam, 

We will get along without sugar,-we Wili eat 
sO:ghum molasses, we'll jack up the car, we'll 
send our sons Off to battle for America, tut 
Wwe are not ‘afraid or ashamed of the words 
“America First’ whether we are at war or at 
peace. We hate nazi-ism, fascism, commu- 
nism, shintoism, and imperialism, 

The state of mind, represented by thia 
journal, is just too old-fashioned to und:r- 
stand why the Agricultural Adjustment Ad- 
ministration proposes to burn and plow un- 
der this year 2,000,000 acres cf Kansas wheat. 


We know that a set of h'ghbinders in 
Washington are trying to meak us back into 
the British Empire tn the name of this ao- 


eeliad mow wieilé senweees 2 oe mo tha 
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a similar outfit is going to try to get Bar) 
Browder out of the Federal penitentiary and 
elect him to Congress while another set of 
Red stooges, and propagendists work on a 
scheme to make us part of an international 
imperialistic empire to include Russta—-—-Com- 
munist Russia. 


We won't swallow tbat stuff; in fact the 
(Croas and the Flag holds the conviction thet 


if our President and his coordinates and the 

administration in Washington don't put a 
atop to such tricks our beautiful America will 
be made the victim of a paralyzing disunity 
which is exactiy what we do not need in this 
awful hour, 

Of course, we old-faabioned Americans ex- 
pect to be made the victims of a highly 
organized smear campaign, We expect cer- 
tain political strategiste in Washington and 
eleewhere to put the finger on us. We ex- 
pect to be made the scapegoats, because 
-when the American people really wake up to 
what is golng on in this country, the bureau- 
cratic politicians, in an attempt to deflect 
and aidetrack the acorn of an indignant 
people, will attempt to make us the goats 
in ea desperate effort to save their own hides. 
Well, it won't work. Bring on your house- 
wrecking crew and your character assassins, 
you who operate the political torture cham-~- 
bers of America, and give us the works; and 
for every Gerald Smith you annihilate and 
gmear and cripple, 10,000 will rise up to take 
his piace. 


America is on the march. Protest is in 
the hearta of the people, not against our 
Government; we are devoted to the America 
of Washington and Lincoln. but we are 
against treason, waste, profiigacy, hureau- 
cratic arrogance, stupidity, and military de- 
feats which have been the outgrowth of 
thort-sightedness. We believe that the con- 


wictlons ezpreassed in this editorial ere an 
FIV vese Ys eee See we Se ane 


universally accepted by the ‘American people, 
that if the congressional elections were to- 
day we would send to Washington a Congress 
whose majority would O. K. this statement. 


God biess you until next month. 
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1 wish to acknowledge receipt of your 
comaunication of recent date. 


Your courtesy and interest in bringing 
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ade 
: Bae | GERALD L. «Dur - “COMMITTEE OF 1,000,000" | INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION 


Subject is national chairman of "Committee of 


merece pase 
1,000,000" claiming 3,000,000 ponstitutents 
= and has recently organized "Thé&¥Inner Circle 
= y as nucleus of "Committee of 1,000,000." 26,400 
Soe re circulars mailed from Detroit during April, 1942. 
Se Se Incoming mai,.ais6 voluminous. Monthly magazine 
C5 Cap entitled "TheCross and the Flag" started April, 
wee 8 1942, by GERALD L. K. SMITH and contains various 
ss eee ee criticisms against administration of Federal Gov- 
pn fe? ernment and persecution of the war. Editorial, 
ee Take Our Stand," placed in Congressional rec- 


tl. 
ord of 77th Congress, second session, by Represent- 





arn 

cS r= ative ROY 0. WOODRUFF. Speech by Subject in Detroit 
pn April 24, 1942, summarized. In that speech Sub- 

pes a ject announced intention to run for United States 

=—_z- j«. ‘Senate and to use platform as previously outlined 

| re for "Committee of 1,000,000." Promised to persist- 


: ~ ently criticize constructively present administra- 
Claimed that Communist agents 


bern, LS 

~) : - f  * tion of Government. 

St | . ' &:- were responsible for getting Attomey General BIDDLE 
+ m = to persecute Father COUGHLIN and SMITH himself. 
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DETAILS: At Detroit, Michigan: | | b 1 
cial Agent and Spec- 








pe 
fal Agent (A) » attended a meting o © "Committee | 
of 1,000,000" held a e Maccabees Building auditorium, Detroit, Michigan, 
GERALD L. K. SMITH presided. The hall, which seated at least 350 persons, 
was completely filled and numerous persons stood throughout the meeting. 
Approximately 200 persons were turned away. 





All present were urged to sign a Petition to Congress: 


1. To outlaw the Nazi~Commnist Party and to remove alien agents from the 
United States payroll. (SMITH alleged that 2,700 Communists were in 
the employ of the Government. ) 


2. To outlaw all organizations which permit the membership of subversive 
alien agents, 


3. To take whatever steps are necessary to prevent alien agents from hin- 
dering the building of an adequate national defense. 


All present were urged to sign a petition setting forth 
their opposition to involvement in foreign wars. 


Patriotic songs were sung to begin the meeting. ‘Two 
books by SMITH entitigahToo Much ROOSEVELT" and Mongers and the Threat 
of War" were offered for sale @ 25¢ each. The téxt of SMITH'S last six 
radio addresses was sold for 50¢. 


A document bearing and explaining the seal of the "Com 
mittee of 1,000,000" was distributed to all. Gold pins or buttons bearing 
this seal can be purchased for a nominal sun. | 


: SMITH is apparently herd pressed for money to continue 
his campaign and enumerated the various expenses necessary to keep his organ- 
ization functioning. He quoted $200.00 as the cost of 15 minutes of radio 
time. He gives addresses at least once and sometimes twice a week, Each 
is fifteen minutes in length. SMITH made an appeal early in the meting 
for contributions. The collection was made during the meeting.’ A copy of 
the envelope distributed for this purpose was secured. Later in the meet- 
ing cards were distributed and those present were asked to pledge a certain 
monthly contribution, note the amount on the card and return for filing. 


Generally speaking, SMITH is an extremely zealous Amer= 
ican patriot who does not hesitate to take issue with President ROOSEVELT 
and his actions which appear to be leading us toward war. While he is not 
opposed to England as a power, he is vigorously opposed to the present 


f= mae ms Yd 
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course being followed by the Government (instituted by British propagand- 
ists) which will make it necessary for us to slaughter millions of American 
boys and go into economic bankruptcy in order to "save England." Rather, 
he urged, we should all get behind the Government of the United States, 
bend our entire efforts to development of an impregnable natiormal defense. 
He says our program should exclude English interests and needs if they in- 
terfere with our immediate problem, that of defense for the United States. 





He said that "the Committee must continue to demonstrate 
' its desire to keep out of foreign wars so that no Congressman in Washington 
will dare to take another step toward involvement." 


He alleged that the United States would have been in 
the war last January, had not the senti ment or the sided been so strongly 
opposed to it. 
He alleged that Ambassador WILLIAM T. BULLITT had prom 
ised pagan that if Germany invaded France the United States would be in 
the war within eight days, opposing Germany. 


He impressed his audience with the fact that in order 
to pay for the cost of a war an increase in taxes would be necessitated, 
and that this increase would raise taxes to a figure where the people would 
be unable to pay. When this occurred, the “nited States would go into 
ty ox bankruptcy, revolution and general collapse. He warned that we were well 
t on this road at present and placed all on notice that the big jump in taxes 
, would come either this year or next, “whenever they can slip it in withaut 
4 So too much publicity." 





SMITH warned that Congress was waiting only for summer 
when folks would be on vacat_on and too warm to object strenuously before 
taking action that would be sure to involve us in the present war. 


He berated President ROOSEVELT for designating LINDBERG 
as & "copperhead" when he was in fact a shining example of American youth 
and manhood. He charged that following LINDBERG'S visit to Germany he 
warned all of the large powers of Germany's tremendous air force, but that 
his words were unkindly received because every country, or at least France 
and ingland had made numerous expenditures of an extravagant nature and 
rather than heed LINDBSRG 'S warning they preferred to get into the war in 
order to advise their peoples that these expenditures had been made in 
building a natioml defense. He said that this is America's position today 
and cited many of the numerous extravagances of the Government during the 
NRA, citing also the payment of farmers to destroy their produce and then 
importing similar goods from another nation. He pointed out the course 
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this nation is presently pursuing which will eventually involve us in this 
war, unless Congress is "made" to realize that the overwhelming m jority 
of American citizens desire only an impregnable defense and are thoroughly 
opposed to fighting in order to save England. 


He also advised his listeners of a plan that is present- 
ly afoot to unite England and the United States into a common democracy. 
He said that membership of this group which is known as "JYnion Now" runs 
high into the thousands and warned his audience to beware of such a course. 


SMITH is a former minister of the Gospel and an impress- 
ive speaker. Many times during his talk he drew exclamations of approval 
from members of his audience who were somewhat deficient in emotional con- 
trol. Middle~class people of all ages, both sexes and colors were in at~ 
tendance and were obviously and heartily in accord with SMITH and his views. 


Tickets to admit four persons were obtained by the writer 
to the next Thursday meeting of the group on Nay 8, 1941. SMITH said that 
at this meeting he would dwell at length on LINDBERG and his unappreciated 
service to this country, for which he is being derided by Congress and the 
British propagandists. 
a 
A circular entitled}"History | of the United States" was 


passed around at the above meeting. It ‘consisted of a series of five car- 
toons: 


1. The Indian in possession of the United States with 
Uncle Sam in the background. 


2. Uncle Sam throwing the Indian over themrecipice. 


3. Uncle Sam in possession of the United States with 
a caricature of a bearded Jew wearing a derby in the background. 


4. The caricature of the bearded Jew throwing Uncle ES 
Sam off the precipice. 


5. Caricature of the bearded Jew with the symbolic 
three balls in the background in possession of the United States. 


On the reverse side is the following language: 
WATTENTION PATRIOTIC AMERICANS 


"This circular is to introsyed SigeatE a militant 
organ dedicated to the dissemination of factual material dealing with the 


subversive and un-American activities of international Jewry and such other 
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forces as are at work undermining our Christian civilization. In DISPATCH, 
published every two weeks and edited by Homer H. Maerz, you will find un- 
censored news and documented data no other newspaper or periodical dare 
print. 


a "The co-operation am support of every patriotic Gentile 
is earnestly solicited bythe Pioneer News Service. Do your part: Send 

us 10¢ for your sample copy of DISPATCH. Become one of our subscribers 

and, if possible, one of our distributors. . 


"On the reverse side of the circular the Pioneer News 
Service presents a composite history of the United States in pictures. 
Should you care for additional copies of this circular and similar cartoons 
to distritmte to your friends, they can be procured from the Pioneer News 
Service by sending 25¢ in coins or stamps. 


"Please send to the ial News Service any data or 


versive acts. Report all cases of ecicaes who have lost their employment 
to make room for Refuse Jews. If the material can be checked and documented, 


the Pioneer News Service will publish it in DISPATCH. 


BY ALL MEANS SEND YOUR DIME FOR YOUR SAMPLE COPY OF 
DISPATCH. 


ADDRESS ALL MAIL TO - 


PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
OLD POST OFFICE BOX 435 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


"This "History" cartoon is available in 100 lots at $1.00 per hundred." 


It was not known by Agents ie 2 and whether bre 
SMITH and his group had anything at all to do with the distribution of this 
circular; however, it was distributed by persons at the above meeting. 


ae! telephon- }7 
ically advised that GERALD L. K. SMITH spoke over radio station WJR on April 


16, 1941, and read what was described as a secret document obtained from the 
Communist Party. SMITH took 20 minutes to read this document which gave 
detailed instructions as to how to sabotage defense plants. Informant ex- 
plained his belief that these instructions were given in detail by broadcast 
4n order, not to expose the Commnists, but rather to instruct Subject's 
own adherents as to modern methods of sabotage. 









oe 


weet 








(Detroit File 62-1126) 





522, 1941, ae «1 9: 
Special Agent , that she had been listening to GERALD b 


L. K. SMOOTH over radio for years am she had learned that SMITH is ex- py 
tremely disrespectful of the President and his family and refers to them 

as ROSENVELD. Informant said that SMITH was anti-Semitic and uses as the 

theme of all his talks the fact that the present war is being fostered and 
encouraged by Jewish bankers. 





On January 19, 1942, GERALD L. oned the 
Detroit Field Office and informed Special Agent that ap- [57 
parently through a mistake an envelope containing 4 communication directed 
_ to Special Agent in Charge, Federal Bureau of Investigation, United States 
ag Department of Justice, Detroit, Michigan, from an enlisted man at Fort Ben- 
ning,'Georgia, was included in his mail which his clerk picked up at the 
a oe main post office that morning. "opened by mistake!" along with SMITH'S 
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r m : er is 459 while the post office box of the De- 
troit Field Office is tter was called to the attention of 
post office inspector ami later reported to the writer that 
he was unable to find the cause of the mistake, but that other mistakes that 
were also unexplained were made the same week end. 


ae letter dated October 27, 1941, addressed to Director , _ 
pat HOOVER gave the following information: bi 


"Last evening, I listened to the regular Sunday broadcast of bir. Gerald K. 
Smith and his emphasis upon the fact that his program is financed by "The 

QO Committee of. One Million" brought to mind an incident that my be of in~ 
terest to the F. B. I. . 








ae ee "In October, 1935, I had a visit from an old friend--a French priest who 

es for many years had been an American citizen. Nine years prior to 1935, 

: however, he had returned to France where he lived near the Italian border-—- 
Z “3 at Cannes. During that period, of course, he mde frequent visits to 
“x Italy and it seems he was thoroughly imbued with the facistic form of 
government. He insisted that it typified what he called "order." No 
amount of argument could convince him that it was not superior to the 
democratic form of government which he had lived under and prospered for 
many years. 


"One of the first things this man asked us was: "What do you know about 
this Gerald K. Smith?" 


"Keep in mind that this apn had just landed in New York from France after 
an absence of nine years--and all we knew about Gerald K. Smith at that time 


ee 
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was that -he had been a henchman of Huey Long. What reason had this mn, 


who had been living in retirement in France for years, to be making inquiry . 
about Gerald K. Smith?" 











Steet ti man teLephonically advised Spec- 

fal Agent i on ogust 22; 19415 that he had been investigat- b? 
ing the activities of ATNYD T.. K. SMITH and had ascertained that SMITH 

has had recent contact with formerly connected with the Ger- Lb? 
man Embassy in Washington, D. communication to SMITH was mailed 
from New York City, New York. 











It is noted that the publication entitled "TheiHour™ 
aor eho 21, 1942, devotes 24 pages to an article entitled "GE L. 
. SMITH Forms !The Inner Circle'? but this information is not being re- 
sera here inasmuch as it is believed that the Bureau is already in 
possession of this article. By letter dated February 28, 1942, the Bureau 
sent 'the Detroit Field Office two photostatic copies of a letter dated Jan- 


ua. Honorable FRANK KNOX, secretary of the navy, by ie 
Informant therein stated that he challenged 
a debate, but SMITH did not accept the challenge. Instead Inform-. 


a a family tree of the ROOSEVELT family and his cabinet classing 


~ 


soo 
~ 






2 
as Jews. 


A hand~bill announcing the "Dynamic Rally" under the 
auspices of the "Committee of 1,000,000" on April 9, 1942, at Cass Tech- 
nical High School Auditorium, Detroit, Michigan, sets fortn the foliowing 
burning issues as outlined by GERALD L. K. SMITH, who wrote: 

"It is my opinion that these Burning Issures must be 


settled if America is to develop the strength which MacArthur and our Bove 
in the battlefield mst have in order to win. 


1. The truth behind the rubber 5. What is Victory? Are we 
shortage. out to conquer the world 
or gave America =<uhi ah? 


dinend Wncn? 


2. Why is sugar rationed? 
6. Why did the Communist Party 


3, Why is it that our soldiers are in New York City take a 
paid 521. per month while the vow on the 24th of March 
private secretaries of war _ that they propase to see 
profiteers are being paid to it that my magazine THE. 
$40,000.00 per year. CROSS AND THE FLAG should 


be completely destroyed? 
4. Will we permit the Commnikts to 


take our country while our boys 7. Does our military collabo~ 
are at the battlefront? ation with Britain compel 
us to agree with the scheme 
‘ to take us back into the 
= 7 = British Empire? 
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8. Because we are military allies - 10. How can patriotic Amer- 
. with Russia, do we have to swal- icans be loyal to the 

low Commnist propaganda? war effort and disagree 

“ia ; with bureaucratic poli- 
Peat 9. Why did the state conference tics? 
- of the Michigan American Legion ; 

recommend a sensational shake-up 11. Should the movie stars be 
in Presidert Roosevelt's Cabinet? exempt from the draft? 


. - 12. Can we elect a Congress this 
mS fall that will really represent 
us the will of the people concern- 
ing boondogglirg, profiteering, 
waste, inefficiency and bureau- 
cratic arrogance?" 


ay Ss etin 
wVALi 


called upon GERALD Le Ky SMITH Ate F 
tor for the State of Michigan and d 
BROWN . 


he audience, which numbered about 1,000, 


for the ‘office of United Me tate es Sena-~ 


t 
run 
efeat the present Senator, PRENTISS M. 





Nien its 
fae Tee ial. 


A hand-bill advertising a meeting of the "Committee of 
1,000,000" on April 24, 1942, was inscribed in the margin with "Give me lib- 
erty or give me death," and read‘as follows: : 


fils sek Ratha wn Che rie 


Put Gerald L. K. Smith in a concentration camp! 

Sentence Charles A. Lindbergh to the Federal Penitentiary! 
Drive U. S. Senator Robert R. Reynolds from Public Lifel 
Impeach and imprison Cong. Martin Dies! 





"The above quotations are just a few lines out of re- 
cent copies of the DAILY YORKER, the official daily paper of the Communist 
party in the United States. These quotations give you a little idea of 


what certain un-American eon nepirat OPS ATra attempting ta do. 


tT don't need to tell you that the moment your leaders 
are killed, imprisoned or, in other ways, liquidated by this Red gang, that ~ 
you will be next. 


Mihile all loyal and patriotic Americans fight and pay 
taxes and sacrifice to protect the 'Four Freedoms! all over the world - it 
is up to us to guard the 'Four Freedoms! in Michigan and in America, as well. 


"On this coming Friday night , April 24, I am going to 


expose the deep and well worked~out conspiracy which has been inaugurated 
by the Communists in Amrica for the purpose cf liquidating and destroying 
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all patriotic and fearless leadership. 


"This meeting will be held at the Maccabees Audit-~ 
orium in the Maccabees Building on Woodward Avenue in Detroit. This 
will not be a public meeting and only those who have tickets, such as 
I enclose herewith, will be admitted. 


"This will be one of the most sensational and fearless 
addresses to which you have ever listened. The subject will be: 


WILL WE PERMIT THE REDS TO JAIL FATHER COUGLIN? 


Of course, I will discuss many other topics besides the Coughlin issue. 


t 


VERY SPECIAL NOTICE 


"On the 9th of April, about 1,000 leaders of the Cos 
mittee of 1,000,000 met and by written note urged me to seek the nomination 
for the United States Senate to oppose Senator Prentiss M.Brown for re-elec- 
tion. I told these people on that night that I would have to take tin 
for my answer. I will give my answer to this invitation this coming Fri- 
day night at the Rally. 


tT enclose a ticket for you and some extra ones for 
distribution among your trusted and most reliable friends. 


Sincerely yours for God and Country, 


/s/ Gerald L. K. Smith 


GERALD L. K. SMITH, Nat'l Chairman 
"Committee of 1,000,000" 
P. O. Box 459, Detroit, Michigan 


 GLKS/U 
P. S. The State of DTllinois has just held its Congressional Primaries. 
All candidates supported by the Committee of 1,000,000 won by a landslide. 


‘Never forget that there are millions of Americans that feel just like you 
and I about the issues of this hour. 


"Slogan —- ‘Christ First in America'® 


QD si.2.26 that post office box 


459, Detroit, Michigan, was rented on May 9, 1939, for §7 to GERALD L. K. 
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. SMITH who gave as his home address the poe Leland Hotel and as his busi- 
ness address 2002 Industrial Ba ‘ : mages. Sppear ng on his 
ee etroit,  b7 
iret SA : Detroit, Michigan. In- 
formant said that he would est mate that Subject receives at "least 150 piec- 
es of mail matter each day in this box and that most of it comes in printed 
envelopes not bearing any return address. 








Subject has permit number 3432 for sending non-metered 
mail through the Detroit, Michigan, post office. He pays in cash at the 
rate of 1¢ for each circular letter mailed . In January, 1942, there were 
5,465 pieces mailed; in February, 1942, there were 11,076 pieces mailed; 
in March, 1942, there were 5,372 pieces mailed, and on the first day of 
April, 1942, there were 26 ,,00 pieces mailed. Payments were made by cash. 
Application has been made to the postmaster at Detroit, Michigan, to enter 
the monthly magazine, "The Cross and the Flag," as second-class matter. 
The application is still pending. The Postmaster General has requested 
the postmaster of Detroit, Michigan, to submit a copy of the May, 1942, 
edition of "The Cross and the Flag" in order to ascertain if this is prop- 
er material for a second-class permit. 


The writer visually observed that the 20th floor of 
the Industrial Bank Building, Detroit, Michigan, is presently occupied but 
there is no lettering on the doors. The building directory reflects that 
room 2002 is occunied by the Federation far Amricanization of Michigan, 
Incorporated. It was ascertained that the Industrial Bank Building is pres- 
ently operated by the Book Estate. ; ' 

The writer attended the meeting of the "Committee of 
1,000,000" held in Maccabees Auditorium, Detroit, Michigan, at 8:00 p.m. 
on April 2h, 1942, and took full notes of the proceedings which are beirg 

retained in the files of the Detroit Field Office. At the entrance to the 
building and at the entrance to the auditorium copies of the April, 1942, 
issue of the "Cross and the Flag" were sold and two copies of this publi- 
cation are being forwarded herewith to the Bureau. Also at the erttrance 
to the auditorium were distributed a reprint of the Congressional record 
of the 77th Congress, second session, extension of remarks of Representative 
WOODRUFF, of Michigan, in the House of Representatives on Thursday, March 
26, 1942. The remarks of Representative WOODRUFF consist of the editorial 
of GERALD L. K. SMITH entitled "We Take our Stani" in the "Cross and the 
Fleg" for Aoril, 1942. Two copies of this hand-bill are also being trans- 
mitted to the Bureau. A contribution envelope was also distributed which 
contained the statement, "As a believer in God and Country I desire to be 
counted among the millions who are now enlisted in a vast crusade to re- 
consecrate Americans to America.® 
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everend MERION, of Christian Temple in Pontiac, Mich- 


Re Fle oh he ae at a forte 


igan, introduced GERALD L. K. SIATH as the speaker of the eyening and short- 
ly after the meeting was opened the audience sand America. SMITH announced 
that the meeting was not an open meeting because it was originally intended 
that admission should be only by tickets whichwere distributed to the "Inner 
Circle" of about 1,000 leaders of the "Committee of 1,000,000." Qn the 
other hand, he stated, it was mt a secret meeting because there are no se- 
cret meetings of the "Committee of 1,000,000." He said that the Communists 
have vowed that they would put Father COUGHLIN in jail, would banish Colonel 
CHARLES A. LINDBERG and would impeach Semator NYE, Senator REYNOLDS and 
Representative WOODRUFF. As each name was mentioned the audience shouted 
"not in protest and also booed and made numerous remarks such as, "Kill 

the Communists." SWITH then said that we are now suffering the greatest 
danger to our liberty sime the Boston Tea Party. He said that Americans 
should refuse to be Hitlerized in the United States while American boys are 
licking Hitler in Berlin. He announced that the "Committee of 1,000,000 
now has 3,000,000 constituents and that he broke all records ina recent- 
15-minute Sunday night broadcast over radio station WJR by receiving 31,000 
fan letters. He said that the "Committee of 1,000,000" is undoubtedly the 
greatest people's movement in the United States. He said that the mve- 
ment is founded upon seven basic principles which are set forth on page 2 
of the "Cross and the Flag", April, 1942, edition. In elaborating upon 
principle 1 (to re-build the spirit of America) he stated that there is 
something rotten in America when some Government officials are prevailed 
upon to put Father COUGHLIN in jail and to free EARL BROWER from jail. 


Prirciple 2 is "To wipe out to the last vestige Com 
munism, Naziism and Fascism in all forms. (In view of the attempt now 
being. made to join us in @ political union with foreign countries, we 
express our bitter objections to all such schemes to compromise the sov- 
ereignity of America, such as funion now with Britain,! Federal Union, Inc., 
etc.)" In elaborating on this principle SKOTH said that he has a son ap- 
proaching 19 years of age who has already had seven years of military 
training and when his time comes he will be inducted into the army to 
fight, but SWITH said that that does not mean that anyone will ever get 
him to rub his nose in the Red flag of Russia. He stated that during the 
persecution of a war he believes that military alliances are all right, 
but he is firmly in favor of keeping all propaganda out of the United 
States even though it is issued by a foreign country bound withthe United 
States by military alliance. SMITH reproached WALTER WINCHELL for calling 
him pro-Nazi. He stated that WINCHELL forgets that SMITH openly condemns 
all foreign "isms." 


He then proceeded to praise Congressman WOODRUFF who 
favors the "Committee of 1,000,000" and incorporated the editorial, "We 
Take .our Stand," into the Congressional record. S}ITH then said that he 
fs all out for war, but first he wants to mke sure that he is fighting 
the war for America. He then read the third principle, "To re-define 
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the American National Character.” 


The fourth principle ~ "To instill a new spirit in Amer- 
ican youth, dedicated intellectually and physically to the maintenace of 
American institutions;" the fifth principle - "To issue a call to farmers 
and laborers to resist what is known to be an international plot to make 
them part of a world revolution;" the sixth principle = "To re-dedicate the 
citizenry of America to the family altar and to the spirit of the Church." 


Elaborating on this sixth principle, SMITH stated that 
the Reds are persecuting Father COUGHLIN and SMITH himself and are urgirg 
Attomey General BIDDLE through "New Masses," official organ of the Commun- 
ist Party, and through other mediate to put COUGHLIN and SMITH in jail. 
SMITH said that it is all right with him if the authorities put him in jail 
tomorrow just so they let him speak the truth tonight. SMITH thereupon re- 


sumed ‘his glad irom criticism of WALTER WINCHELL whom he termed "a lousy 


gutter snipe." He says that at least he can boast that his own name has 
Blways been SMITH (followed by boos and jeers), (directed at WALTER WINCHELL) 


SMITH never got to the seventh principle which is set 
forth in the "Cross and the Flag" as, " To secure the maintenance of a well 
defined standard of living." He then went on to what he considered the 
three issues before the American hd a He read these from page 3 of the 
"Cross and the Flag" as follows: 


"). The danger of losing the war because of boondog- 
gling and bureaucratic politicians who put their political machine above 
America." 


| SMITH warned "We are now facing the danger of losing 
this war because of stupidity, bureaucracy and New Deal politics. We have 
a set of men in Washington who are more concerned about the Congressional 
election this fall than they are the winning of the war. These same men 
are attempting to change our form of Government while our minds are concen- 
trated on the war." 


"2, Internationalists who are working day and night 
to get us to some form of world imperialistic government thus surrender- 
ing our independence and sacrificing our sovereignty. 


"3. Communist propagandists who ere puciae advantage 
of our military collaboration with Russia publicized atheistic Communism 
in American and promoting a Red revolution." 


SMITH then invited the listeners to pay careful atten- 
tion to articles which he would read without announcing their authors and 
then he would ask his audience to tell him who wrote the articles. He 
said: "Listen carefully because I may be put in jail for reading this. 


-~ 
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The first article was a caustic criticism of the present administration 
saying that the people know and accept and are taking the war seriously, 
but that confusion and inefficiency is all that the people get from cabi- 
net members PERKINS, ICKES, KNOX, STIMSON and HOPKINS.. The article con- 
tinued that people are not complacent, they are merely waiting for leader- 
ship. About 15 persons in the audience guessed that this article appeared 
in the Detroit Free Press on April 6, 1942, written by MALCOL’! BINGAY. 
S!QTH then rewarded the lucky guessers with autographed conies of the April 
issue of "The Cross and the Flag." Later he remarked that he never pub- 
lished any criticism of the Government stronger — these words by MALCOLM 
BINGAY. 

He then read another artick which said that Russia is 
doing well in this war, — for Russia. The article attacked the Russians 
as being inherently selfish and advised that the United States should not 
send all its arms to Russia because it may need arms if the Russians re- 
verse their present policy again and join Japan in its attack on the United 
States. About 25 members guessed that this article was written by WILLIAM 
RANDOLPH HURST and published in the Detroit Times. To the lucky guessers 
SMITH awarded autographed copies of the "Cross and the Flag" for April, 1942, 
He then commented that his audience, which he termedas having been called 
"a lunatic fringe" by some members. of the press, was merely exceptionally 
intelligent for being able to name the authors of these articles. SMITH 
then said that if the Federal authorities are going to arrest COUGHLIN and 
himself for publishing seditious comments they would have to stop on their 
way and get BINGAY and HURST. 


SMITH then explained that criticism is the soul of 
democratic government. He said that he was not going to speak in defense 
of Father COUGHLIN because Father COUGHLIN needs no defense. He stated 
that he was merely speaking in defense of liberty. He said that he had 
many eminent Americans on his side including DAVID WALSH and Senator REY-- 
NOLDS. He said that many of these eminent Americans including himself 
are being subjected to a smear campaign and it is a similar campaign such 
as is characteristic of the methods used by the present administration. 

He said that HUEY LONG was smeared years before anyone knew what a smear . 
campaign really was and SMITH boasted that hé 4s the only man alive who 
knows that the secret smear campaign against HUEY LONG was hatched not 

in Louisiana but in Washington, D. C. | 


He stated that ROOSEVELT spoke to seven political 
leaders from the state of Louisiana and proposed that $100,000,000 of 
Federal funds would be spent in Louisiana within six months if he could 
have his way. SMITH then said dramatically that all but one of Louisiana's 
politicians agreed to ROOSEVELT'S proposition and he said that one who dis- 
agreed and refused to accept the proposition was GERALD L. K. SMITH. He 
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‘said bherefore the man who was then Attorney General and other people in 


Washington know that SMITH is above jntimidation and bribery. 


SUITH then said that he is entirely in favor of a Grand 
Jury investigation at this tim, but he really wants three Grand Jury in- 
vestigations - one into the assassination of HUEY LONG, a second into the 
"Second Louisiana Purchase" and a third into the present distribution of 
alien propaganda in the United States. He stated that if called upon 
in this third Grand Jury investigation he will reveal the secret informa- 
tion in his possession that the Communists now have a death grip on all. 
war industries in Detroit, Michigan, and that if STALIN ever turns against 
the United States there will not be a single wheel turned in the industries 
of Detroit. SLOTH said he would welcome an opportunity to present this 
evidence. At the time SMITH reminded his audience that it was his custom 
to take up a collection before starting his speech and explained that he 
had not yet started his speech because everything that he had previously 
said was merely an introduction. 


SMITH promised all contributors that they would receive 
an autographed copy of the May, 1942, edition of "The Cross and the Flag" 
and he commented that this copy would be worth §5 if the Federal authori- 
ties throw him in jail. When the collection was completed SMITH picked 
up a two-page salmon-colored mimeographed article and said that this was 
his press release relating to his address tonight and that he would be very 
careful to read from it so that the press release would be accurate. 


SMITH said that he would intersperse remarxs wherever 
aboration. He then said that the United States must at all 
cose preserve freedom of speech and the press just as England has done. 

He stated that a prerequisite is a representative government. He then ac- 
cused Senator PRENTISS NM. BROWN of Michigan of failing to represent the 
people of Michigan for the last six years. He explained that at a met- 
ing held at Cass Technical High School on April 9, 1942, the audience, 
consisting of members of the "Committee of 1,000,000," nominated nine peo- 
ple who would be desirable opponents for PRENTISS BROWN at the coming Sen- 
atorial election. SMITH stated that among the nine were LOUIS B. WARD, 


Concreseman WONNRIIFF. SMITH himself and others whom he could not rene mber. 


WEE s War TFA eG es Se ee See SS Mens oo 


SMITH stated that by the end of that meeting all but 41 of the 1,000 peo- 
ple present called upon SMITH to oppose PRENTISS BROWN. SMITH then said 
that he is for America first in war and peace and that while he believes 
that the military alliance is a contract which must be fulfilled in time 
of war he would never consent to salute any flag but the stars and stripes. 
He then stated that he wishes there were 100 GERALD L. K. SMITHS who were 
seeking the same things in the 48 states. He said that at this time whan 
the people need leadership the administration remains silent and this 
clearly shows sheer cowardice on the part of Governmnt officials. 
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He stated that the people are accused of belie indif= 
ferent to the war effort. He stated that their indifference was nothing 
new ~ that it was created when they watched Congress become a rubber stamp 
and when they watched the Suprem Court packed by President ROOSEVELT. 
He said the people were also indifferent when they watched "an ailing pink," 
HARRY HOPKINS who was confined to his room because of illness oust FARLEY 
and corrupt the democratic political convention. SMITH then made a dramatic 
plea in approximately the following language: "Let the politicians take 
our money, our property, our sugar, our rubber and our sons, but please 
don't let them take our liberty." 


SMITH then said that with the Government the way it 
is mothers shouldn't be blamed for crying when their sons are inducted 
into the army. He said of course they are sad,. but underneath they know 
their sons have to fight for their country. He said that if the authori- 
ties are to cure the sadness of such a mother the best way to do it is to 
take the gold braid off the four ROOSEVELT sons who never have earned their 
commissions or anything else in life (followed by a long cheer). SMITH 
then stated that he promised his dear mother that he would never turn his 
gifts toward raking financial gain, but he said that he recently consulted 
his mother again and she told him that it was all right for himto run fr 
the United States Senate since he was a crusader. SMITH then announced he 
was accepting the call of the people to run for the United States Senate, 
in opposition to Senator PRENTISS M. BROWN. His announcement was followed 
by loud cheers and SMITH then conducted three hurrahs for himself. 


When he resumed his talk he displayed a copy of "The 
New Masses," of ficial organ of the Communist Party, and showed on the cover 
what he termed a distorted picture of Father COUGHLIN and himself with an 
inscription on the cover, "Lock 'em up, Mr. BIDDLE." SMITH then openly 
accused the Communists of being responsible for getting Attorney General 
BIDDLE to persecute Father COUGHLIN and SMITH himself. SMITH then dis- 
played Communistic propaganda which had been circulating the United States 
for at least ten years. One hand-bill he held up showed a large red "y" 
and at the top of the "V" was the emblem of the hammer and the sickle. 
The large letter "VV" was crushing beneath it caricatures of Jehovah, God 
and Jesus Christ. 


Another item of Communistic propaganda which SMITH 
displayed was a burlesque of the popular painting, The Lord's Supper, and 
showed Jesus and all the Apostles drunk. SMITH stated that the Federal 
authorities have been permitting the Communistic propaganda to circulate 
freely in the United States for more than ten years and even now there is 
no attempt to put an end to it. SMITH vowed that on the day that Father 
COUGHLIN and SIMTH himself are loaded onto a train to be taken away by the 
Federal authorities, on that day there won't be a Communist paper or news 
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stand left in America. He said that if Communists are powerful enough to 
carry out their campaign to send BROWDER to Congress then he believes that 
he himself ought to go to jail. 


| SMITH then announced that he would read an article ap- 
pearing in the Washington Herald concerning Supreme Court Justice FELIX 
FRANKFURTER. At the mention of Justice FRANKFURTER'S name, the audience 
emitted a long and sustained hiss and boo. At a meeting in Washington, 
D. C., according to the article, it was urged upon Justice FRANKFURTER 
and other Government officials that the criticism of the administration 
by members of the United States Senate must be stopped and Senators be 
forced to follow the dictates of the administration. 


Next SMUTH suggested that one year hence he would be 
in one of three places - first, he said he may be dead. He said this wuld 
be all right wih him because he would know at least that he died fighting 
for the truth. Second, he said he my be in prison. He said this was all 
right, too, because he would then know at least that there were good men 
on earth like NIEMULLER (priest jailed by Hitler), COUGHLIN and SMITH. 
Third, he said he may be in the United States Senate. He said that if this 
were the case that he could guarantee the Government would not then be silent 
but that he would use every fiber of his being to bring forth the truth and 
thereby attain national unity for all the people of the United States. 
S'ITH then read from the press release in his hand the following: "GERALD 


-L. K. SMITH consents to run for the United States Senate tonight in a rally 


of leaders at the Maccabees Auditorium in Detroit. GERALD L. K. SMITH, 
national chairman of the "Committee of 1,000,000", announced that a poll 

of his followers all over the United States demonstrated that they were 
99-1 in favor of his seeking the nomination for the United States Senate 

to oppose the re-election of PRENTISS M. BROWN, junior Senator from Michi- 
gan. 1,000 picked leaders admitted by ticket only cheered to the echo the 
name of Father COUGHLIN when SMITH said during his acceptance address, 
‘While our sons die all over the world on 31 battle fronts to preserve 

the four freedoms, people in America. and Michigan, including Father CHARLES 
E. COUGHLIN, are in danger of losing their four freedoms. We must not lose 
our freedom in Michigan while fighting for freedom in China, Austrélia and 
North Africa. The editorial poll of the Social Justice is not the issue. 
The question is 'Has the time come when a priest in good standing can be 
imprisoned for his opinions in America?! If Father COUGHLIN is locked in 
jail he will becom the NIEMULLER of America. Certain tyrannical bureau 
crats in Washington hate Father COUGHLIN just as Hitler. hates NIEMULLER. 


SMITH announced that he would discuss his platform at 
another time, but among other things he would stand for the following: 
100% loyalty to the United States ami its war effort; $100 for each soldier 
per month. He said that certainly if we can spend $72,000,000,000 for the 
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war effort and send billions of dollars for use in India, China and Russia 
we can certainly afford to give $2,000,000,000 to our soldiers. He eaid 
the payment would not have to be in cash, that it could be in non-negotiable © 
bonds so that they would not have to beg and parade the streets as paupers 
like they did after the last war. 


An honest hearing in the Senate Committee for the Town- 
send Old Age Plan. He said this plan had never received a fair hearing. 
here was great applause after this remark inasmuch as the audience con- 
sisted almst entirely of aged persons. 

— Tires for everybody. Said SMITH, "I am camvinced 

that the greed of the Dutch and British rubber monopoly has somthing to 
do with our tire shortage. Take the mbber situation away from bureaucrats, 
international bankers anc the rubber trust, turn it over to HENRY FORD and 
I am willing to wager that we'll have tires by New Year's and not later 
than Easter. 


SMITH continued that a Government employee was 50 suc- 
cessful in recently creating a substitute for rubber by processing alcoml 
that he was dismissed and now has to depend upon private capital for the 
comtinuance of his research. SMITH then read from an unnamed expert on 
rubber testified before a Senate investigation committee that there is an 
ample rubber supply in the Western Hemisphere to meet all our needs. SMITH 
then directed an oath to LEON HENDERSON and JESSE JONES, "If we ever dis- 
cover that there aint no shortage of rubber but that the recent scare is 
just the result of bureaucrats designing a monopolistic scheme, God help | 
the bureaucrats." (Followed by loud, enthusiastic shouts from the audience) 


SMITH said he favored the right of labor to organize 
and bargain collectively and has frequently made this known to labor unions 
provided they would oust Communists from their employ. He stated that he 
has always been a friend of labor and has been made an honorary member of 
numerous labor unions. He said that he favored a farm program in harmony 
with sound Americanism and in opposition to those individuals who are at- 
tempting to make Communistic guinea pigs out of the American farmers. 


SMITH stated that in 1941 the Department of Agriculture 
ordered great quantities of sugar crops to be wasted while in 1942, when 
all the world is crying to the United States for food, there will be ap- 
proximately 2,000,000 acres of wheat destroyed in 1942 in the state of 
Kansas alone. SMITH said, "I oppose unearned commissions in the Army 
and Navy for men who have not been real soldiers or taken training which 
makes them worthy of those commissions. Two of the most alarming examples 
of this abuse are the sons of our President and WALTER WINCHELL. I 
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believe that the four sons of our President should turn in their gold 
braid and line up behind the conscription desk like the rest of our Amer~ 
ican boys. It is known that WALTER WINCHELL earns approximately one- 
half a million dollars a year while holding a commission in the United 
States Navy. Such men as WINCHELL should sacrifice their incomes and 

get into the Army and the Navy or take off their uniforms and get out of 
the Army and the Navy. He compared WINCHELL with CHARLES A. LINDBERG 
who recently was called upon by HENRY FORD to name his own salary and 
LINDBERG replied that he wanted only $3500 a year which he would have 
earned as a colonel in the army. He also criticized General KNUDSEN for 
being awarded the rank of General with no previous experience when it took 
General MAC ARTHUR a lifetime of devotion to the military service. 


SMITH resumed reading from his press release, "My 


“very campaign will be a fight for liberty. It is my conviction that cer- 


tain revengeful politicians in Washington are determined to imprison, li- 
quidate and, in other ways, persecute and eliminate all political opposi- 
tion. To so conspire against our liberty is treason. I propose to ex- 
pose such individuals and ask for their removal from the Govemment." 


‘Qutlaw Communism. Our very war effort commits us 
to the destruction of Naziism and Fascism in the world. Until only a 
few months ago, the Communists in America were boosting Hitler, hinder 
ing the defense program and sabotaging our industry. Now they pose as 
patriots, merely because we are military allies with Russia. They seek 
the imprisonment of men like COUGHLIN, LINDBERGH, SENATOR REYNOLDS and my- 
self, while asking for the release of EARL BROWDER, the Number 1 traitor | 
of America. They seek to destroy the magazine of which I am the editor, 
"The Cross and the Flag,* and other Christian publications, while they 
flaunt in our faces their official journals, the Daily Worker, the New 
Masses and the Russian Constitution." 


"I shall oppose all propaganda schemes being promoted 
in America which, if carried out, will destroy our independence. I am an 
isolationist who believes that after we have won this war, we should come 


home, mind our own business and defend our omm shores, and I am one Amer=- 


ican who will never be ashamed to put my country first in war as well as 
in peace. A military alliance with England and Russia is a contract 
which must be honorably kept, but my loyalty to that contract does mt 
compel me to salute any flag except the Stars and the Stripes." 


SMITH continued to read from his press release the fol- 
lowing: "SMITH concluded his remarks by saying he would rather lose stand- 
ing for something, than to win standing for nothing - and the highest 
honor that could befall me during the campaign would be for WENDELL L. 
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WILLKIE to make a statement against me and, better still, come into the 
State of Michigan and make a speech against me. WENDELL WILLKIE is a 
New Deal Fifth Columnist within the Republican Party. My nomination to 
the United States Senate on the Republican ticket in Michigan can well 
be construed as the repudiation of WENDELL L. WILLKIE Fifth Columnisn. 


"Sink or swim, live or die, survive or perish, I give 
my hand and my heart to this case and, 'Give me Liberty or give m Death.'" 


At the conclusion of SMITH'S speech Reverend MERION 
suggested that the campaign slogan should be "Mr. SMITH goes to Washing~ 
ton." Whereupon Mr. SMITH took up another collection to finance his po- 
litical campaign and said that every contributor would be made a member 
of the GERALD L. K. SMITH Campaign Committee. SMITH also encouraged the 
audience to circulate nominating petitions and to solicit further contri-~ 
butions for his political campaign. He then proposed that a huge mss 
meeting of the "Committee of 1,000,000" be held at the Olympia on a day 
to be designated as General Mac ARTHUR Day at the suggestion of Congress-= 
man WOODRUFF and that Father COUGHLIN be invited tospeak at that assembly 
on any subject that is nearest his heart. This suggestion was very accept— 
able to the audience. After the collection andj the other details were com 
pleted, SMITH encouraged the audience to aid the war effort of the United 
States with all their ability ami he condemned anybody who interferes with 
the war effort as a traitor to his country. This was followed by ten sec- 
onds of silent prayer for the boys fighting for the United States. 


ENCLOSURES 
TO THE BUREAU: | 


Two copies of "The Cross and the Flag" for April, 1942. 


One c f press release dated Avril 24, 1942, at De- 
troit, Michigan, entitl saANGRALD L. K. SMITH Consents to Bun Aer the 
United States Senate." ee eee 

Two copies of Congressional record, 77th Congress, sec=- 
ond session, extension of remarks of Honorable ROY O. WOODRUFF of Michigan 
in the House of Representatives on Thursday, March 26, 1942, antit leans 
Take our " Stand," editorial by GERALD L. K. SMITH. 


—— 


Ne 


One copy Anti-Jewish hand-bill entitled, "History of 
the United States." 


One copy of bulletin pees "Too Much ROOSEVELT" 
by GERALD L. K. SMITH. 
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One copy of bulleting entitled, “War Mongers and 
the Threat of War," by GERALD L. K. SMITH. 


| A portfolio of speeches by GERALD L. K. SMITH de- 
livered over radio station WR prior to April 27, 1941 





Two copies of mimeographed four-page letter entitled, 
"Th Nindelivered Speech," dated at Detroit, Michigan, January 24, 1942, . 
signed by GERALD L. K. SMITH. 


eal 
a, 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


At New Orleans, Louisiana: Will ascertain background 


and activities of GERALD L. K. SMITH Who 15 said to have been a body guara 
and close friend of HUEY LONG, with particular reference to any activitdes 
which may have been in concert with present enemies of the United States. 


DETROIT FIELD DIVISION 


concerning further information about subject's use 





Will obtain transcripts of radio speeches made by Sub- 
ject over radio station WR Detroit, Michigan, since December 7, 1941, 


anscripts of all radic speeches to be made in the feature. 


Will obtain information concerning financial transac- 
tions in which Subject may be involved, especially those indicating the re- 
ceipt of money from un-American sources. 


-PENDING=-= 
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| | —RERERL IS EXSLESSIF FED 
fal t in Ob } 
Petros t, Michigan oo 7 ie, 38 DATE __34«, 42 B Ez \sAcers 
| RE: GERALD L. k&. MOTH tt” | ; 
MCOMMITTEE OF 1,000,000" 
IKTSHUL SECURITY 


SEDITIOR 
Dear Sir; y1 
Reference is made to the report of Special 1c ae 
Detroit, Michigan, dated April 277, 2942, in the above enti BA e 
EE It is noted from a review of this report that practically the entire 


detaile were taken up with recording spesches nade by subject and literature 
 @iwseminated at mectin;s of his group. Practically no 4nformation is oontaine: 
dn this report concerning subject's background during his residence in Detroit, 

and no information whatever is set forth conceming his financial status al~ 

though it is noted that a lead was eet Drth to ottein thie information. 


It is my deaire that the investigation of tis matter proceed withou 
interruption end that during the course of the 4nveatigation an effort should 
sade to obtain credit reprts, togett.er with data concerning the organisations 
records of his Comittee. ivery effort should be made to locate and aecure ti. 
records of the printer of aubject's literature end, if deemed advisable, the 
printer should be interviewed to determine if the printed articles are true r 
productions of the material sutmitted to the printer. It in important to asc 
tain whether or not sutject endesvora to reach « particular etratua of societ 
or # particulor group such as persons engaged in national defense industries, 

Thie inquiry should aleo seek to establish whether subject has made any speci 
effort to distribute hip materisl auong meaters of the arsed forces or personi 
Mr. TolSORevtne ebligations under the Selective Training and Service hot. 
Mr. E. A. Tamm_yz. 
Mr. Clegs___ ©, s you heve previously been advised, the Departaent bas requested | 
Mr. Glevign{s ustt@e, be thorouchly investigated, and in view of the requost of the De: 
Mr. Ladd t, investigation should receive the undivided attention of some & 


y Ve 
Mr. Nichog¢/gour 6fPige:and ST es Waa be set forth to insure that a report ~ 
tage before, may 50) 2922. ne 
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About seven hundred people attended this seutiae: After a flea, 
speech by Gerald Lek. 8 Smith the nominations were epened fer sani- 
idates fer U.S. Senator in the District in which Prentis rown ‘As 
the Anounbent. 125158 





oe Suring Smith's speech the audience booed dverytime Pres. Roosevelt! 


name was pent ioned. . 
At the voting 40 votes were distributed amongst six ether candidates, 
including Rep. Clare|Hoffman, ao votes for Smith with about 200 


refraining from voting. 


~_ -. = 


_ after the speech and nominations Smith announced as a part of his 


ee a demand ‘that every porate and sailor be sala $100.00 yer 
month. . tee 3g, ; NE & 
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a Smith 18 now putting eut " The Cross and tie woag* vinied ! is ‘g pont 
7’ | magasine that 4s anti- British, anti-New dead and Anti-Com@uist- 

The eommnists now demand that his head fail and‘ the Hew Masses Leduc 
. April 274, 1942 in its front page ee, a picture of Smith and Cou’ 
| with the ecption, " Lock them up Mr. Biddle". 


Buith 1, walking @ dangerous road and may be locked up or suppres’ 
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United States Departinent of Justice a WRpgegans 

Washington, D. C. Mr. Rosen 
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RPK:TD April 29, 1942 . | utcesiie 
11:00 A.Me : 


Mir, Mendon 


Mr. Neileman 
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. Wr. Golan Teme 
Wr. Marbe 


Retr Gerald L. XK. Saith Tele, Reon 


Gy. Veme 


| 


Mies Beahm 





b1e 





Yeas 





out along the lines suggested and to advise the Bureau. 
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Bederal Bureau of Inwestigation tir Gets 
Vinited States Bepartment of Justice a a 
Washington, BE. wr. Boron 
ie. Tracy 
itr April 28, 1942 Mr, corte 
Call Received: 12:30 P.M. Ws, Cottey 
Dictated: 12: 45 P.M. : fie, Conde 
Se, Belioume 
WEMORANDUM FOR HMR. LADD Mr, MrcOsire 
7, Quien Teen 
Re: GERALD L.5 awe Sete, eae 
Sedition as aes 
ites Geehm 
A arr ae fran Detroit at this time and — | 
requested that app be secured and given that office for the 


placing of technical surveillances on the following telephones. 
He pointed out that these are the two phones which have been 
4dentified to date as being used principally by this subject's 
group. 


an unlisted pay station phone 

F 2006-fndustrial Bank Building, 
4s believed to be Smith's @jpent 
aii C Gnd.asgo although SA states he is not 
positive or fully i entified as yet. 


Clifford 1582; This i 
d 


in the name off Baxnar 
Detroit, Michigan. “ Das 







Randolph 9547: This is 6 regularly listed telephone 
and is in the name of 8, A- Namod at the same address as 
the above, this being Smith's office. It should be noted 
that the nane @iperce” indicated here is merely a reversal 
of the letters in the name gman" for which the telephone 
above is registered. 7 


I advised SA he would be appropriately instructed 
py the Bureau in this matter. 
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In oonnestion with our investigation of Gerald L. £. 
Smith ef Detroit, Michigan who, you will recall, bas been very 
mS active in the Comtittee of Ome Million as well as in The Inner 
Circle, 1 believe it is highly desirable to establish technical 
eurveillances on telephones Clifford 1582 and Randolph 9547 in 
Detroit, Michigen. I believe that through the establishnent of 
these surveillances we will derive mich valuable information 
concerning Smith's seditious activities. fhe first of the 
aforementioned telephones is an unlisted pay station telephone 
' in the name of Berpird Doman, 2006 Industrial Bank Building, © 
Detroit, Michigan. + ie believed to be Sai ti's tirect 
Gouisten ‘ The second telephone is a recularly 
isted i ih he name of "A, Ramod, which is also at 
2005 Industrial Bank Building, and which is Smith's office. It 


reversal of the nane Quen’. 






vee 


It te recoammded that you give your early approval for 
the establishment of these technical eurveillances. 
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t in Charge oS BOG. 
Detroit, Mehirpan — r ie Gs ae 
sd DATE Y 3¢-26ra; Cine Pd F 
Re: Gerald L. K. Smith; Comittee cMmy ™ 
of One Millions Internal rad 
Security; Sedition. wc =. 
ww - Be 
Dear Sirs 7 & : 


: ar ; It is desired that all issues of the publication, "The Cross 
: = and the Flac", which is edited hy the subject, be obtained and forwarded 
to the Bureau in order that the sae may be mace available to the 


mm 42S er _ 


Criminal Division ef the Deparinent. 


Your attention is directed to the report of Special Agent 
dated Kay 20, 191 at Detroit, Kiciigan, relating to S-ith, wierein 
it is rentioned that a copy of an article appearing in the Septenbcr, 1910 
Sesue of the "ichiran Democrat® entitled, "ain Expose of Gerald L. K. Sith » 
by Faward L. Farshall and on Faces 7 and 6 of this report that Scitr 4s the 
author of two patphlets entitled, “Dangerous Enemies" and "Too Much Snase- 
welt", and that a copy of the first mentioned pamphlet is in the files of ~, 


the netroit oPfice, Tt is desired that eoples of +2 expose and the tro 


panpiilets be submitted to the Bureau go that the sane nay be made “wailabje 


to the Criminal Division of the Department wich has requested cories. et 
the SEE» 











i ” . “— 
bls ylson 2, aie Zz 4 
eG _ A. Tamm___ Your attention is directed to a report in "The Hour", Noy X98, 
H legg dated February 21, 192, waich contains Snfornation to tie eff t ». 

- tavin, _Sedith makes weekly radio broadcasts over station WJR, in fatreit, Wickiran 
add ___anc t that these speeches are periodically rebroadcast over st over station ation WL, ia / in r 
as 4 icholae waSiuington, De Co fe 


| pucond (7 D7: 
ey __.Tt 4s desired that transcripts of Sni 2 4-2 A 2K 1k Sb 44 


‘arson Dece=ber 7, 19.1, be obtained, if possible, so the Sait buy oeshanie: medion! 
——sirle to the Crininal Divistou. It is also desired that gpu obtain. transcript 
to be made by vpiaaen forbarts pie pe ‘ 
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The Bureau has received information that Smith is to address 
a rally at Detroit, Michican on the night of April 21, 1942 and tne 
eudject of nie rally wild be "cil We Permit the Reds to Jail Father 
Coughlin?” Jt is desired that you have appro;riate witnesses present 
at t.is meeting who will be competent to testify in the event Srith 
makes any seditious statements curing the course of this meeting. 





$ 

t It is also desired that an appropriste coverage be made of 

é all future meetings held by Sith, 

re ( The Washington Field Office is requested to make inquiry at radio ) 
. station WOL, Washington, D. C., for the purpose of obtaining transcripts of 





_ @my racio tals delivered by Scith sincé Decer>er 7, 1911, which have 
be alleredly been rebroadcast over the facilities of Station FOL.. 





4 ones 
The Bureau will not tolerate a further delay in this matter, and 
a report must be subzitted not later than April 27, 19L2. . 
EER Very truly yours, 
an = _ John Edgar Hoover 
ce Se Director ke, 
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' €C = Washington, D. Ce 
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Federal Surean of investigation 
United States Bepartment of Justice 
4058 U. S. Court House 


Philade-phia, Pa. 
April 28, 1942 





Director / 
Federal Bureau of Investigation x 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir: 


ft 


! Enclosed are additional unaltered 


. reports received = whose Lo ‘#) 


identity is known to the Bureau. 





ht You will be furnished with any further 


ae material received from this source. 


— 
bat 7 Very truly Buee7 


a | .S 
. JFS:rrod. Ky A hl in Charge 
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: = ¥ HEREIN (2 UNCLASSIFIED of, 
DATE orf BIA eae a 
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Senator in the District, in which Prentis 
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ree 


ea ~F eek ins of the Coommi tte ee of” 
Yass tec ¢ 2% High School on Maroh gt! 
2p hundred @ple in attendance. \ 
4 4° 
Gerald “pax Qsmith made a fiery speech, during which the ,; | 
audience booed every time President Roosevelt's name was mentioned. | 





*here were approstuately: 


ates for UnitedStates 
rown ;is the incumbent. 
Forty votes were distri d amongst six other candidates includ- 
ins Representative Clar offman, 450 votes were cast for Smith 


Nominations were opened for ca 


and ereut 200 did not vote. 


Smith announed as part of his program a demand that 
every soldier and sailor be paid $100.00 per month. Smith is now 
putting out a monthly magazine "TheCross and the Flag", which is. 
Anti-British, Anti-New Deal and Anti-Commnist, . 
The Commnists are demanding that Smi¢h'ts head fall, and 

the front page of the Commnist publication ew Masses", issue of t 
April 14th, 1942, carries a picture of Smith and Couglin with the * * 
caption, "Lock them up, Mr. Biddle". Smith is walking a dangerous 
road. : 
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May 18, 1942 
ose 


. ALL INFOQOR TEN CONTAINED - 
HERES 1S SNSUASSHED 


Special Agent in Charge 


Detroit, Michigan | DATE  : ole: BY s*-2¢ ts 
Re: GFRALD L. K. SulTH : 
SEDITION 
Dear Sir: 


There are tranmitted herewith photostatio copies 
of the income tax return filed by the above-named subject for 
the years 1939 and 1940. 


In making these returns available to the Bureau, the 
Treasury Department advised that it has been found netessary to 
communicate with the Collector of Internal Revenue, Detroit, 
Wichigan, with respect to the income tax returns of subject for 
the years 1932 and 1941, and that upon receipt of a reply, the 
data would be made available to this Bureau. 


With reference to my letter directed to you under date 


of May 6, 1942, I expect outlining the results 
of the interview with 






bre 


As was previously called to your attention, the 
Departaent is greatly interested in this particular investipation 
and it is my desire that the investigation in this matter proceed 
without interruption in your office, and that a report reflecting 
investigations be submitted at least once every thres waeks. 





















w- oer 
Mr. Tolson Very truly yours, 
Mr. £.A. Tamm 4 a 
} Mr. Clegg 5 . 
~ Mr. Glavin __ on a! aX 
jee Mr. Ladd Z a oY oni es > Roover ( c 
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RANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GEN 


on a aes aR ES Bae wey eS 
as? Carson’. eS 
Mr. Cotiey oe 
Mr, , Hendon a ee 
or. Kramer. oo 
Mr. McGuire : fas 
Mr, Quinn Tem » “ss 
Mr. Nene: a 


ae awe 













mo oe “30m soonnection with « rg investigation of Gerald L. xe 
.' 33Baith of Detroit, Michigan who, you will recali,“has been very . 
ae, > igmetive in th Lommittee of One Million as well as in The, ‘Tnner : 
oie, ‘ wircle, Ielieve it is highly desirable to establish technical 
aa - seurve {liances on telephones Clifford 1582 and Randolph 9547 in 
“*RDetroit, @tichigan. .I believe that through the establishment of 
os ‘these ‘surveillances we will derive mich valuable information . 
baer oo a _ “Meoncerning Smith's weditious activities. .The first of the 
ai , aymforenentioned telephones is an unlisted pay station telephone | 
eps ou ty hn the name-of) - (" riaty 52006 Industrial Bank Building, — 
ae = Tpetroit, Michigan. Doman 4e believed to.be Smith's ».rect igs ue 
oe bes . 7 a itt oo. sr s.khs, She Becond telephone is a‘regularly (4) 
web et “lasted line and is in the name ‘of ae , @hich is also at “ 3"; 
7 et” 92006 Industrial Bank Building, “and which;is ‘Smith's office. It 
2" “eis significant that themame -- * indicated here is merely 8 aos 
He ee,  dareversal of ane pane oY %, ee ‘gE 





oe a : ot Eaeee is resomaaided that you sive your early epproval. for : 
eu oe athe establishnent of these sechni cal scab onamruitss os oz 


-MBeopect tty, 7 ” - o : eee 
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AL INFORSAETION CONTAINED 


at 8 5 1640 hoe 


HERE'S CBLASCIED 
war, 192 DATE aofea BY seatnin 


| SPECTAL Oe _— 


Special Arent in Charge es a aor | | 
Detroit, Wichiran oo . O 





RE: GERALD L, EX. SU0TH 
: G7 
Dear Sir: ed 


' This will confirm the telephone conversation this evening Getesen 
Wr. J. K. Munford of the Bureau and Special agent (MMM of your office , 7, 


__concerniny the interview re ly planned by agents of your office with ©’ 
iii rte echoes. 
a : . {information Ue inveatin = - “ have 








theo Tolan an Commnittes bat thea 


effect that he had afriiiated hinself if with Seith for for the p purpose. ‘of of fighting the “b 7 
ts but had withdrawn subsequently when he became of the epinion Saith 'g 
organisation was more detrimental to this country. ces q+ 
2 2 


eo: 
I an attaching herewith a photostati y of a chart and & Gopy 


; each of t reportedly prepared by on information ‘; 
berm | Dae concerning the activities of These are made available bIC 
coy! to you Tory idential information and the guidance of your agente’ it~ 

<, iq 7 interviewing if such an interview can be effected. 











S. 
You will note that the attached material alleres that Sai th“ ‘ts 
. financed by and connected with the I. G. Farben interests of Oernany, Renry 





"and Edsel Ford, and several other proginent individuals including ones hojding L 
Tel Sa government positions, confirms these data, the, facts should b7t 
z. — called to the Bureau's attention be before f forther . action is taken, 
Clegg 6d Urtn then, hy your office, Sie 2 my ge ee A: 
Glavia ae ae bees ce ee 
ow | Very truly yours, ee — } 
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- Director, Federal Burea 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, B. C. 

MAY 1y 13942 








On Hay 1, 1942 you authorized the establishment of 
technical surveillances to cover the office telephones of 
Gerald L. K. Smith of Detroit, Michigan, who has been involved 
in seditious activities in connection with The Inner Circle 
and The Committee of Qne Million. The Special Agent in Charge 
at Detroit, Michigan has now advised that he considers it 
essential that we also include coverage of Smith's residence, 

- telephone Fitzroy 8264, which is located at 1753 Seyburn 
Avenue, Detroit, Michigan. This procedure is considered 
necessary if we are to have complete information as to Smith's 
activities and contacts. 


I, therefore, recommend that you approve the extension 
of our present coverage to include Smith's residence telephone. 


Respectfully, 


» Go. Bearwtw 


] John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


ALL IN“ORMATION CONTHINED 
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a ee cee atemianleenter Yt etn ie cam mane Be wer A . a Oh i. Sn oS ee 2 ns ” . 


Federal Burecan of Irwestiy..icon 
Anited States Department of Justice 
Washington, B. €. 

May 16, 1942 
BOF: MLC 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. D. M, LADD 





Re: Gerald L. K.CSmith 
i Vele, Room 
Calls 9:45 a.m. tir, Mense 
Dictated: 10:25 a.m, | tise Goshen 


Mies Gendy 


Se 


SAC Bugas of Detroit advised that the technical Nee re 
surveillance which had been authorized by the Attorney General OS ond 
on May 1, 1942 had been installed at noon May 15, 1942 to covey pe, 
the two office tel s of this subject, ines now covered 
‘are Randolph 757 ill and Clifford 1582 The surveil~ 

lance is covered e plant in the Union ian Trust b70 
Building, 











Mr. Bugas further advised that he considers it essential 
that we extend our coverage to include Smith's residence at 1753 
Seyburn Avenue, Detroit, Michigan, at which location the telephone 
is Fitzroy 8264. This phone is listed to FE. N. Smith, and if 
covered will be designated by the symbol = pf p 


ACTION: Mr. Bugas was advised that this. niatter would be 
referred to the Attorney General for the necessary authority to 
extend our coverage. A memorandum requesting the Attorney General's 
approval for this procedure is attached hereto.  « ao 





Respectfully, ae 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TAMM nv te Oe ae 
(ar. Quien Tome 
: Tele, Room 
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED ee 
HOREIN I$ UNCLASSIFIED |. | ae 
DATE BY \ 


O04 433 . 
Jim Rowe of the Department called and asked me to drop by 














r 
F office. He stated that, in connection with the investigation of Gapt 
.§ sedition, he had received information some six mon : 
t an investigator for the Tolan Committees, tha 
of + knew the whole picture with reference to Gers ith; tha 
had just gotten in with Smith for the purpose of fighting the 

ies ‘Communists and then had f hing worse than the 
3 es { Commmist activities. 


" Rowe stated ae has in the past stated that he would 
not talk to the FBI. However, has apparently now gotten him in the 
mood to talk to the Bureau Agents and he allegedly is to be interviewed 
in ‘the next few days by the Detroit Office. 





















ne rl Mr. Rowe furnished me with the attached chart and memorandum ” 
feist a - which had been prepared for him | based on information furnished to 
oO AMEE nce the activities of Smith, It is noted from 
t. : ‘ithe. attached mterial t «2: that Smith financed and 
ee cogiaepti: ule the I. cl Fer en Company, Henry and Edse Ford, Senators 

ye 








(= ; 25 - "Hheeler, ;| Reynolds,' and other prominent individuals.’ 
“as Bo wy 7 Le 1 [ Fase ' Ve i 


: Ett an , ur. Rowe stated that he wanted the & 
: - that the Detroit Office would have the backgr« 


. s 


Sa Ae f 
a ‘au 
Copies of the material furnished by Rowe we 


Pez sey - personally returning the original memorandum and origina 
; to hin. ‘ . : . ; 
i pe aaa Mal Seay 
yr mii LAct Respectfully, 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


GERALD L. K. SMITH 


PART 2 OF 18 
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J Edgar Hoover, —— 
| Dear Sire 
O 
Why 4s Gerald K.Smith allowed on the air? Wheat are 
we sfr.id of ? “hy permit him +o encoursge disloyelty. 
The Public is getting tired of this east cttitu“e 


towards knorwn traitora, 


Yours truly 
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meconne: A = Suns 6, 1942 pe ee 
ED ve ats q 

Be a3 aes ; ee ate ce 
: Special Agent in Charge ee CPG 


vetroit, Michigan 


Re: GERALD L. K. SUITE 


INTERNAL SECUKITI 
_ SELITION 


Dear Sir: 


Reference ig nade to Bureau letter dated May 18, 
1942, wich enclosed photostatic coples of the income tax 
returns filed by the above subject for the years 1939 and 
1940. 


There are trens-itted herewith photostatic 
copies of the income tax return filed by the above~naced 
suvject for the year 1941, which return wos rocently 
made svailabie to the Bureau by the Treasury Department, 
The 1932 return for thie individual will be made available 
to your office in the near future, 


It ia believed desirable that the pertinent 


inforuation appearing on the income tax returns gubaittied 

to your office in this matter be set forth in the next 
report gubaitted by your office aso that this information 
will be available to the Criminal Division of the Departament 
in reviewing this matter. 


Very truly yours, 


ta — 
eiaik Jobn Edgar Hoover C/ 


Oirectoz 
Poom RE ata section | _ 
Nichels MAILED 7 


nO: fas IRFODMATISN CONTAINED 
aoe ee HEREW [§ UNGIASSIIED cS. 


Diya ee -e 






a72aPimas 


Hellemea_ es, 
MeGuire  "- ™ 
Quinn Tamm 
Nease 





ta yee aig ok 


4 BR CG Be 


Be - \ 2 


Federal Burean of Investigation 













Anited States Department of Justice‘ 
Detroit - Michigan 
May 22, 1942 


iB Director - 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 
Re: GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH; 
\ INTERNAL SECURITY, ae ; 
j / SEDITION. ‘ 
Dear Sir: 
255 


: chigan, while being 
interviewed by with’ regard to GERALD L. K. 
\ e activities of the National 
‘\' Workers League an L. K. SMITH were being investigated directly by 
% the Department of Justice through two assistants to the Attorney General. bre 
These assistants whose names may be Mr. —-- AARONSCN and Mr, RETTMAN im 
were contacting informents and collecting propaganda and minutes of speeches 
in connection with GERALD L. K. SMITH and the National Workers League. 


™ * further stated in confidence that WALTER WINCHELL'S | 

“remark of May 5 ied that —---\ALDERMAN of the National Workers League ee | 
- had been indicted for sedition was remature; in fact, ALDERMAN and other ia 
vt officials of the National Workers Lesgue would be indicted for sedition in 


the near future because an assistant to the Attorney General was then inter- 
viewing witnesses in Detroit, Michigan, 









The above information is being transmitted for your personal 
attention inasruch as it indicates that there is some duplication of effort 
involved when agents of the Bureau and assistants to the Attorney General 
are investigating identical subjects independently, 







ros 


Very truly yous be 


7 
alll 7 
A” 
- pee Rae eae at Cre PO ee 


ce: 5-050, Car oe, asset 3 | PrareeZg aS aes 


7 «NL NFAT coTANED J Una h. 
07, Rr yu oN iS UNCLASSIFIED 7° wae 





i 
e . 


Cy UNE soln BY BY seat a: cae 









a ( ; Mr. Tolsaon ___. 
. : Mr. E. A Tamu 


» 










































Federal Bureau of Investigation <a oie Rotts 
United States Department of Justice Mr. Ladd. 
Detroit - Michigan sg Nichsla._._.. 
May 22, 194 Hw» sae 
Meese: 
Mr. Coffer 
Mr. Excndon 
AIR MAIL = SPECIAL DELIVERY ets 
mm P be mone ct is : dar ay “ks - Me. MeCuie 
Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation : ee 
Washington, D. C. : eee 
Re: GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH; { 
INTERNAL SECURITY, 
SEDITION. 
Dear Sir: 











to your letter dated April 6, 1942, please 
; ps iewed by Special 
indicated that he 
ing g ch would establish 
the connection between SMITH and other Nazi agents in the United States in- te 
cluding GERALD WINROD, CHARLES B. HUDSON, WILLIAM DUDLEY PELLEY, as well as 
numerous prominent industrialists in the automobile and steel industries pre 


be advised that 


including HENRY SEL FORD, ERNEST TENER WEIR, PEW of Sun Oi1 Company, 
and E, J. KULAS. added that he had a suitcase full of documentary 
Alevidence which co establish these connections. However, he said he was 


reluctant to submit any information because he needed a job and the expose 
which would involve such powerful men as HENRY FORD would result in a virtual 
\ catastrophe or iii himself. 







" fowrRt i 
‘ ata also said that he was fearful of his personal safety, 
because most o e ormation he had was not known 
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Ged again-by agents 74710 
















A few days later ae «:. ery 
and and revealed to them the 


GERALD SMITH himself. SB taCORD: 














n AUTINFORM:TION CONTA 
yr? SM Hepew isnegetneg 
wry 28 RECD COPIES DESTROYED DATE __alzlo BY sp-tBrs fl 


BS OCT 13 1964 
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: Letter to the Director Re: GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH; 
dated May 22, 1942 INTERNAL SECURITY, 
SEDITION. 
In concluding, suits that the Federal authori- <7? : 
ties would never prosecute him becau e oo much against the adminis- at 







tration relative to the assassinetion of HUEY LONG. 


was still re- 
luctant to give any vital information concerning SMITH. He asked agents . 
ae and OTe 


to get me to arrange an audience for him with BIDDLE or <*~ 
—— HICKEY. I spoke to a: approximately half an hour trying —, 
to convince him of the advisa y imparting his information to agents » ta 
of the Bureau rather than awaiting subpoena before a Grand Jurye ed 27 
wanted me to give my approval to his resuming his position with S wee 


advised him that I was in no position to approve or disapprove such a move, 















made it clear to me that he wanted the "protection" 
of site areey before he would risk his bodily safety and business future. 
aebadt far time tn think 44 nvar ant maw than 


2 waal latawnw ha wae 

“Tecontacted by agen At that tine said that he was still 

. unwilling to impart on concerning S cause he had too much at 
stake. When agent pointed out the possibility of a subpoena that 

would require him to testify before a Grand Jury, he then said that he knew 

practically nothing about SMITH, and anybody that tried to say he knew mich 


about SMITH was misrepresenting facta. 













The above information is submitted for your personal informa- 
tion in view of the fact that may be considered an important wit- 
ness in any action that may be brougne against SMITH. However, it is pointed 
out th has always earned his living by engaging in promotion 
schemes e like. His manner is extremely evasive. His credit record 
is poor, It is my opinion that he is trying to capitalize on his information 
for personal profit and will not cooperate with the Bureau uniess he is assured 
that it will be worth his while, 


You may be assured that further attempts will be made to 
obtain information from but no promises of any sort will be extended 


to him in the absence of Specirice authority, = 





Very truly yours, 


‘Pp JS sa KA ee ai, ~ f - 

Tm Rae; ae 
JOHN S. BUGAS 

Special Agent cana, ema aaaeaack 
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pennotTs GERALD Laks QT FORMER LIEUTENANT OF THE LATE HUE’ 
TODAY ANNOUNCED IDACY FOR THE REPUBLICAN NOMINATION FOR U. 
SMITH SAID HE WOULD CAMPAIGN AS A CHAMPION OF FRe CHARLES E« 
COUGHLIN AND WITH A FOUR-POINT PLATFORM CALLING FOR "100 PER CENT 
, LOYALTY TO THE WAR EFFORT, $100 A MONTH FOR EVERY. SOLDIER,» AN 
HONEST HEARING IN THE SENATE FOR THE TOWNSEND PLAN, AND TIRES FOR 


EVERYBODY »* 
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_ THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN DETROIT rue nwo. 62~1126 
y 4: REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE Ee ; REPORT MADE BY 
DETROIT, MICHIGAN. 5 be /29;5/1,6,12, oe 
- ; . 320 
: TLE CHANGED: b CHARACTER OF CASE bie 
G LYMAN KENNETH “SMITA also known as Gerald INTERNAL SECURITY; 3 . 
L. K. Smith; THE-COMMITTEE OF 1,000,000 — | SEDITION. eae 





SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Adverse publicity given Subject by Chicago 
and Detroit newspapers, Subject obtains 
principal financial support from audiences, 
radio listeners, and industrialists in cash 
and keeps no records, Radio broadcasts over 
station WIR, Detroit, Michigan, by transcrip- 


tion paid by checks in of wife and man- 
ager. Exacinat on Gia reveals © 73. 
no other signific e Subject \\*- 


born Wisconsin 1898; was minister in Wiscon- 
sin and Shreveport, Louisiana. Became asso- 
ciate of HUEY LONG. Active in "Share the 
Wealth" movement, Townsend Old Age Pension 
Plan, and isolation, non-intervention groups 
prior to war, Subject pudlicly regretted 
dissolution of America First Committee, Re- 
ceives support from Mothers of United States 
of America, Second number of "The Cross and .. 
the Flag" issued May, 1942, through new © ' . 
printer who is suspected of being pro-Hazie 
Subject's credit record poor. Copies of 

Ae Wage Subject!s radio broadcasts submitted, 

13 pest £03 ote . 

T 20 1SC4 

: Report of Special Agent 
dated April 27 2 19k2, at Detroit, 
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HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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DATE 
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f ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 





ae re _ Letter from the Bureau to the patron’ office ne > 
3 ik . f Wo ited May 9, 19420. et ee 
a eterna <) a ee Soc ee 


. ba et ae 
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: 2 - New Orleans 
2 - New York 
3 ~ Detroit 
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- (Detroit file 62-1126) 
DETAILS: The title has been changed to reflect the full name of 


Subject. 

At Detroit, Michigan: 

By letter dated May 2, 1942, the chicas Field office i 
transmitted to the Detroit Field Office a clipping from the Chicago Sun dated ~ 
April 27, 1942, giving Subject adverse publicity as a preacher of disunity, 
distrust, and defeatism. A similar article appeared in the Detroit Sunday - 


News of May 3, 1942. These articles contained little material of evidentiary 
value but the following excerpts were relevant to this investigation: 


SMITH was born in Pardeeville, Wisconsin February 27, 
1898 to a Christian minister and his wife. He was educated at Butler Univer- 
sity School of Religion at Indianapolis, Indiana and Valparaiso University, 
Indiana. SMITH himself became a minister in Footville, Wisconsin and Indian= 
apolis, Indiana before he went to Shreveport, Louisiana, While preaching in 
church in Shreveport, Louisiana, SMITH became acquainted with HUEY LONG by 
suggesting the cessation of mortgage foreclosures by a building and loan com 
panye SMITH organized for HUEY LONG}*Share the Wealth" clubs, In 1933 SMITH 
resigned his pulpit and surrendered the title of Reverend. 


After LONG'S death SVITH took over the leadership of the 
"Share the Wealth" clubs and he admitted that he had never been elected, 
When questioned about this he said, "I just told them I was running it and 


manhadywr hae ania Tim nat. an TFT meee TFT am. No. there wasnitt anv elaction. 


iV ews 4a 7 Lid au sawwy ww dh | = aeaeattatd PS np auwy Waews W ho wea Sah Sw VV ae ww ee 


What good are elections? Elections don't make leaders--followings make leaders, 
and as soon as I lose my following I'm no longer a leadere"® This statement 

was made by Subject on June 5, 1936, but it was not stated to whom he made 

this statement other than it was made during an interview in Detroit. . 


| One night in Louieiana after SMITH finished a radio 
speech three men assaulted him. On November 3, 1936, SMITH was arrested and 
convicted of disturbing the peace, reviling the police, and using obscene 


Tanmiace. He wae fined, but sentence wae suspended. SuTTH attri huted his 


. LGUs} 4a vetaw 4, 4 aueus gy wes Ww ee TT a oa io wwe ws es Ww We ee ee 


"arrest and conviction to ponitice, SMITH denies violently that he has ever 

i i been Bota years . 2 
Ae ae | ioe 
rr In the summer of 1936 SMITH er with Dr. FRANCIS E. E. 
:  eomisRND and Father CHARLES EXCOUGHLIN to defeat President ROOSEVELT'S re- 
ZS election, On October 20, 1936, the United Press carried an article from New ... 
" York stating that SMITH head announced the formation of a Fascist Sr enn Goo , 
to seize the Government of the United States with a following of 10,000,000 - 


patriots willing to lay down their lives to save the country from an inter- 


national plot to collectivize it. Hs boasted the backing of 400 businessmen, 
in 22 key cities, who pledged to contribute one per cent of their 1935 incomes 
to make America vigorously nationalistic. As a result of this announcement, 


—— 
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aves wae eee Se oo eee oo 


gation henceforth, “This is definite and final 
tion are both definite trends toward Fascism, SMITH naturally can have no 
position in such an eee nstitution as the Townsend Plan.*® 


Dr, TOWNSEND stated, "GERAID SMITH shall have no ae n th our organi~ - 
td 


. SMITH branded theWnited Press diepatch as a misquotstion and — 
explained that he merely meant that he and the Union Party had 10,000,000 con- 
stituents who wanted to seize the government by legal means, 


The Comnittee of 1,000,000 was started in New York City, New 
York in 1937 and moved to Detroit in 1939. SMITH first directed his attack 
against Commnists and the CIO. In 1941 his platform was isolationist and 
non~interventionist. He testified before the Senate Foreign Relations Com 
mittee and warned that the Lend Lease Bill would _— = President authority 


Our NATION, . N 


EE - whose identity ‘4s known to the Bureau bn0 
plemented the above ormation 88 follows: In 1935 SMITH instituted a 
iyable suit against the Washington Herald for calling him a bodyguard of HUEY 

G but the suit was dropped,In February, 1940, the Law and Order Club 
Hotel, Detroit, Michigan, consisting of five men including CT bie 
f Omaha, Nebraska, invited SMITH to speak at the Olympia or stadium 
st Communisg@ and unions. The auditorium was completely filled and SMITH 


ry well received, 















in 
was v 


Another person active in this extinct Law and Order Club was 
| fa but informant was unable to furnieh any further Lilt ao of ae 


\ a 

Informant stated that SMITH was active in various non-inter- 
vention groups; that he circulated petitions against the United States! entry 
into foreign wars and has had the backing of an organization know asMothers 
of United States of America," The leaders of this organization in Detroit are 
sister of in Detroit 
of these women are 













azi sympathies, 





Py 
t 
‘a 


Ee i a : TUrLoSGT SvavSa that the’Federation oD 19) 
tens OE isdicanteatton oe Miemtcen os was formed in Michigan April 14, 1939, 
~~ with the following officers: a 





HERBERT HA LUCKER, President 
456 University, Grosse Pointe 


JOHNARINDERMAN » Secretary and Treasurer 
3499 Berkshire 


= Je 
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535 Ard : ss 
This corporation presently has space in the Industrial Bank 
Building, peeores Michigan, on the 20th Floor, a | 


Informant finally stated that SMITHS credit record is con- 
sidered. poor inasmuch as he is slow pay to printers and other ordinary business 
creditors. Informant stated that he knows that SMITH has several debts that 
have remained unpaid over a long period of time. Informant stated that he 
would have no idea of Subject's income since his income is comprised of cash 
contributions received through the mail and from hand-to-hand transactions, 

His credit record is based merely on the fact that SMITH docs not pay aa | 
bills promptly. : 


x 


: On 1942, Soectal Agent 0) IIIS or 
cally advise of the Bureau that the Bureau's suggestion in — 
letter dated Apr ) » concerning mail coverage was found to be impossi~ 47 —— 


ble as a result of preliminary investigation due to the heavy volume of Sub- 
ject's mail as previously reported. 


eae main post office, Detroit, Michigan, 47 
made available to the writer a e concerning the activities of GERALD L. K. bi 
SMITH and the Committee of 1,000,000. He advised that the Post Office Depart~ 


ment was conducting an investigation of Subject for a mail fraud in violation 
of Section 338, United States Code, Title 


upon complaint of bI- 

| eEReRaaR ripe ew York City 

bY United States rney JOHN T. CAHILL on January 21, 1941, but inasmch as 

Subject was continuing his activities in Detroit, Michigan, the mail fraud 

investigation was transferred to Detroit, Michigan, The essence of the com 

plaint was that in each radio broadcast Subject announces that he has no means 

of paying for radio broadcasts except through contributions which he receives 

from his sympathizers through the mail, when, as a matter aes the broad= _ 


castes are Pes for by other SOurcese 


















~ Poa 


a The Post Office nea file contained aie of the "ich- 
ican Namocratf nuhliaehad by EDMARD L, MARSHALL, 733 Barlum Tower, Detroit, 


pees wl we ew Levee wiewwes tae COS Oh eer as6¢ EAE BS Wierd 5S ate ore a> See wry. 


Michigan, issues of June, July and September, 1940. These contained an arti- 
cle entitled "AnyExpose of a Rabble Rouser." These articles briefly stated 
that Subject whose true name ie GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH joined HUEY LONG 
for personal profit in the amount of $650 a week. He later joined WILLIAN 
DUDLEY PELLEY'S "Silver Shirts of America" as member number 3223, It was 
further stated that SMITH wrote to PrLLEY as follows: 
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"By the time you receive this letter I shall be on the road 
to St. Louis and points north together with a uniformed squad of young men 
composed of what I believe will be the first Silver Shirt Storm eee in 
America." . 


Shortly before the 1936 = eoubdantiai election SMITH was supposed — 
to have said, "We are going to drive that cripple out of the White House and 
we are going to do it in 1936." This article further stated that Dr. TONNSEND 
expelled SMITH from the Union Party in_1936 because of his Fascistic tendencies. 
It continued that SMITH delivered the funeral oration for HUEY LONG and stole 
the text of his speech from a funeral oration by ROBERT INGERSOLL and after 
it was well received printed a half million copies for the purpose of publicity, 


The article also stated that SMITH tried to take over the 
Share the Wealth clubs for his personal profit but he was not permitted to 
do so by EARLY CHRISTENBERRY. 


ile of the Post Office Department also included a state- 
who stated that he was employed by GERALD L. K. SMITH. 
atement set forth that SMITH admitted having received the fi- 

ing of E, J“MILLER, Secretary of the Manufacturers! and Merchants! 
Association, Toledo, Ohio; Colonel WILLIAM FREWYLONG, Secretary of the American 
Plan Association of, Cleveland, Ohio; LOWELL,THOMAS, President, New York Adver- 
tising Club; E. J, KULIS, President, Midland Steel Corporation; HARRY JUNG, 
General Manager, American Vigilante Association of Chicago, Illinois. 






ment b 


set forth in his statement that SMITH had Sosa suc= 
cessful in his campaigns in Toledo, Ohio, Youngstown, Ohio, Cleveland, Ohio, 
Akron, Ohio, New York City, and in New Jersey. In New Jersey SMITH spoke 
against the CIO immediately before the election at the Johns-Manville plant 
and was so successful that the election was called Bi ah rs the company union 
continued in power further stated that J » secretary. 
of the Manufacturer 50 ony refused to support SMITH. SMITH was finan 
cially assisted also by CHES ULVER, Manager of the Employers Association 
of Detroit; HAR CAMPBELL, Vice President, Detroit Board of Commerce; and 
T, Secretary of the Citizens Committee for Industrial Relations, | 
further avered that FLINT obtained $1,500 from L. AyTOUNG of Young 
uring Company; VAN/TOUNG of the National Bank of Detroit; and —- 
7 MARKEY of Bohn Aluminum and Brass Corporation, . | 


also steted that the Hoyt Morris ieee Agency, 


Detroit, 1 cn 222 request billed him $1,000 for a broadcast which 
actually cost $240. In his statement, 






ra 
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| ‘The inospporators of the Committes of 1,000, 000, Inc. ‘ oe zi 
eh were GERALD L, K. SMITH, his wife ELBANOR 1 0 and PeEsTos 


-—— L a “” 





A search of the Detroit City Directory revealed that the Mer 
_ chants Press is operated by ADALBERT JUNGHERT, 442 East Lafayette, Detroit, 
Michigan, The Embassy Press is operated by Mrs. SADIE LANKIN, 2038 West Forest, 


Detroit, Mic of the indices of the Detroit Field Office re- 
vealed that is the Subject of a pending investigation bear— b? , 







ing the character "INTERNAL SECURITY - G". The investigation is based prin~ 
cipally upon expression of pro-HITLER and pro-Nazi views, : 


bre 
“90 


r a" 
eg . 


yte 





zine "The Cross and the Flag." He said that the original negotiations were 
He 


. een Arno wers, Inc., 550 West Lafayett. Street, Detro chigan, b7° 
8a at his company set up the type for the April, 1942 et of the maga- 





meade between GERALD L. K. SMITH and BERNAP!. DOMAN and 


= 
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. said after the price was set the articles were brought to the shop in a type- 
written form by GERALD L. K. SMITH and later SMITH brought some additional 
articles. DOMAN telephoned some corrections of a minor nature but 
explained that most of the work was done by SMITH himself. sta 

that there were no change in the text made by his type set d that his 
type setters positively set up the articles in the same form as they appeared 
in the typewritten sheets submit by SMITH. said that the linetyping 
was done that after running off 
the proo y hi pany. He said when the type 
pages were approved by SMITH they were sent over to the Baring Press, 535— 
West Larned, which printed then, said that his company had been 
setting up the type aleo for Soci magazine, but as soon as the 
Attorney General FRANCIS BIDDLE announced his opinion against the legality 

of Social Justice magazine, his company discontinued setting up type for both 
Social Justice and The Cross and the Flag. He said that he considered The 
Cross and the Flag the same type of propaganda as Social Justice and did not 
want to handle it because it might soon become "too hot" to handle. 















He said he also understood that the Baring Press refused to. 
print The Cross and the Fleo after the first issue, 


GR 22 pronicary advised BERNARD DOMAN that they did not 
want to print any further issues of The Cross and the Flag and DOUAN scomed 
insulted. However, ten minutes later DOMAN called back and told 


Mae iwi oA 


to return the cuts which were used for the front and back pages o e Cross 
and the Flag, said that his company had been paid in full for the 
type setting o ross and the Flag; however, he said that he had not neee 
paid for printing certain tickets which they did for SMITH. , 


Arnold-Powers, Inc., - 7 = a = aes end for the company; 


consequently, he had the original business dealings with SMITH and DOMAN 

over the publication of The Cross and the Flag. He said that no written con- 

tract was entered into, This was merely a commercial job and they just set 

up the type for whatever material was given to them at a certain rate which 

he did not remember, said he was certain that the t a ae 
en copy was given but he said i p= 


direct superys ion of ones phase of the worke é 














eee 


Baring Press, 535 West ‘Taneas Detroit, Michigan, - 
telephone Rando » Was telephonically contacted and stated that his 
company p printed the April, 19L2 issue of The Cross and the Flag. He said as 


far as he was concerned it was a regular commercial job and he inserted the 
type pages into his printing presses and ran them off. He assured the writer 


a ae wy, pi? 
yi” 
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that no changes in the text were made after the pages were received from - 

Arnold-Powers, Inc, He said when the magazine was released he heard several | 

adverse comments about the propaganda contained therein so he read it and 

decided it was "too hot" to handle and he did not want to publish it any mre. j.7 
stated that ne Was & Veteran fron the first World War and aid iivv 


art in the printing of propaganda which may be considered seditious, 


ee 
, December 7, 1941, WINROD a the congregation at the Christian Tem 


ple in Pontiac, Michigan, and closed by asking for a rising vote of thanks 


far hie ane—woarloare Fothear COIMUT IN ana ORDAT Tern Tanfremant oat atoA that 
SVR FR TW AQ ADA VL Mat Leakenenehilestnnemedcntaied 4,4 VA BES OVEAUVOEU wllab 


he was present and witnessed a great ovations Informant said that he fre- 
quently heard SMITH express himself as being anti-Jewish for two reasons: 

the first reason was a purely personal matter, and the second was a fascistic 
propaganda device to insure disunity. 





Informant stated that he was present at SMITH'S meeting on 
April 24, 1942, and pointed out that SMITH transcended his usual caution by 


making two remarks which publicly revealed his hatred for Jews, First, he 
implied that WINCHELL had changed his name; and secondly, he referred he the 


batehainate ~) ———_— —— eee @ewewasa wu ww wee 


=e 

control of the bureaucratic politicians in Washington by international bankers 
and price killers. Informant also said that he had heard SMITH say frequently 

hat he had learned from HUEY LONG "Fascism will come to the United States 
on the platform of anti~Fascism." Informant stated that he knew of his ow 
knowledge that SMITH received cash support from leading industrialists in- 
cluding HENRY FORD, ERNEST TENER, WEIR, JOSEPHyPEW of Sun O11 Company, and 
BE. Jey of Midland Steel Corporation, Chevelend, Ohio, - 


Informant was , interviewed on several other occasions by the 

writer and Special Agent and also Special Agent in Charge 

JOHN S. BUGAS but was extremely reluctant to give any further information 
m because of fear of his personal safety and business future, He stated that 
cFea. other persons would know t the activities of See. 


fe and he referred to of SMITH, address 
+ unknown, Doseibly Cite Co nn cht SoeneneeRRERETe, 

fie address unknown, telephone Niagara 8646, 

! so indicated to the writer and Speci 

mporarily incurred the emity of HARRY 


Company _b ' "the old man", meaning HENRY 
FORD. SNITH said 
to him, course you don! ow tha got any money Irom the German Consul", 


and while saying this SMITH winked to him. Informant stated that it would be 



























oe 
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5 ma oa weet. were ene 
ape . ae : : 


- almost iacoeeieis to ascertain SMITH'S Pibanelal condition dnasmch ashe | 
does not maintain a bank account and the bulk of his income is derived from 
"two sources-~cash received by mail and cash "under the saree deliveries" by 
en of leading industrialists. A ee Hs sean Ra a ae 

; oaere os a %,67) 
of Detroit, 
Michigan, Detroit, Michigan, stated that 
he had no direct information concerning the activities of GERALD L. K. SLIOTH 


but that his organization had been interested in the propaganda issued by 


SMITH for some time because of its anti-Jewish aspect and also because of 
SMITH'S apparent association with the America First Committee, International 
Workers League, and other obviously anti-Jewish groups and subtly Fascist 
groups. He furnished to the writer notes which he had made of the GERALD 

L. Ke SUITE meeting at Cass Technical auditorium on December 16, 1941, in- 
cluding his parenthetic comments which are as follows: 






"Smith opened the meeting by stating he will speak only what 
ia the truth, and what is patriotic, He expl gined that the original subject 


of 'The No War Rally! is ..~ longer in order since America has been attacked, 
and we are now at war. 


"Congressman Short who was supposed to have appeared at the 
meeting, was not there, Smith read the telegram from him in which he said 
among other things that he deeply regretted he could not attend, and that the 
business of the Military Affairs Committee is keeping him in Washingtone 


"Smith spoke about the war and said something like tJust think 
of a military program which would embrace men between 18 and 64, and perhaps 
also women! (obvious attempt to make the audience eanoeeet of the sacrifices 
involved in war). : . 


id ee Beet tte 
“Smith stat eq wt iat he Was sorry Vile aierica FAlou Kuh he Oe CO 


had decided to disband. The Committee of One Million will Sout siue 'T an 
going to see to it that when we win the victory, it will not be sold dom to 
the Communists, the Internationalists, and the moneychangers,' There were 
wild cheere and screaminge (Smith looked nervous throughout the proceedings. . 


uq2 2 So 2 





>.” He seemed to find it somewhat difficult to steer the correct middle course. 





between support for the war on the one hand, and the need to blame someone 
or some group, directly or by implication, for the troubles in the past, the 
enemy: oe the present, and the inevitable difficulties which the war will 
bring with it.) 

"Smith stated he had had a long distance phone conversation with 
Senator Wheeler. Had asked Wheeler whether or not free speech still exists in 
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ener and whether or aot. na, Smith, was still free to do all the 
-eriticizing he wished. Wheeler is also supposed to have told Smith that he 


was asking for the removal of Colonel Knox from the Secretaryship of the Navy, 
In his remarks, Smith held Knox, by implication, responsible for the unpre— 
pared state of affairs in Hawaii. Throughout his references to Wheeler and 
later in the course of his quotations from the Free Press, Smith used the 
trick of relying on the quotations to do the talking for him, and insisting 
that it wasn't he who was saying this or that but Wheeler in one case and 


‘ the Free Press in the other. 


"Apropos of the small attendance (there were about 800 as com- 
pared with the usual two to three thousand) Smith blamed the Christmas holi- 
days, and the ignorance of hie group about his change of positione They may 
have thought that this was still the original 'No Wer Rally'. He said on the 
night before there had been a Bill of Rights celebration in the same audi~ 
torium, under the sponsorship of 100 organizations, and the rally was not 
attended any better than his own, Smith's meeting. (This, of course, was 
incorrect, since the Bill of Rights celebration had an attendance of about 
3,000). ; 

"4 Mr. Vinceny-4Schenck (?), representing the disabled veterans 
of the World War, spoke about the Bill of Rights and about the program of the 
distribution of copies of Bill of Rights to the school, He offered free copies 
of the Bill of Rights to those assembled, and presented Smith with a framed 
copy of the Bill of Rights. Smith made a whole to-do about accepting this 
gift, and later, when a newspaperman walked in, Smith interrupted his own 
remarks to make sure that the newspaperman got the story of the presentation 
of this copy of the Bill of Rights to him. 


"Smith then started the major portion of his own address. He 
said among other things, that if we mst have a dictatorship during the war 
to win the war, we'll have to accept it. But after the war is over, J shall . 
want to be one to restore our liberties. What's the use of ae Hitler, . 
if ie ‘alae Hitlerisa at oe a i, ee, : 

a I shall seat dee to eriticisé the open I don't like -. 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, never did, and never shall. (Loud applause). How- 
ever, Franklin D. Roosevelt 4s now driving the bus or piloting the boat, and 
I'll do nothing to hamper him because we are liable to drown or we are liable 
to skid or bump into a telephone pole. In other words, we are liable to lose 
if we hamper the President in his work. If I thought we could change presi- 
dents and win this war I would advocate that we change presidents. However, 

I feel that we can't do that. Not that I like Franklin D. Roosevelt person- 
ally, but he is our commander-in-chief, I'll atop attacking Franklin D. Roose~ 
velt on the radio except insofar as the attacks will not hinder our defense 
prograts 
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"NApropos his radio addresses, he asked his audiences to write 
to WIR, 80 that they will retain him on the air. ‘There are some people who 
will not write such panne said Smith. ‘You and I know who those people 
are.t : aaa X pan ; 


mie 


"Smith said that he had no intention of dissolving his group, 
and he doesn't believe that the Government will dissolve his group, Before 
the Government dissolves the Gerald L. K. Smith group, I shall ask the Presi~ 
dent to dissolve the Communist Party, However, I predict that Smith or the 
Communist Party will not be dissolved for many reasons. 


MAt this point Smith predicted an alliance between Stalin and 
Hitler, He maintained that Stalin and Hitler already have an understanding. 
If they had no such underetanding, why did Hitler suddenly stert withdrawing 
his troops from Moscow? Why did Russia not attack Japan or denounce its non- 
aggression treaty with Japan? (Obviously another attempt to undermine con- 
fidence in our administration, in our alliance with Soviet Russia, and in the 
effort to help our allies). I shall continue telling the truth, said Smith, 
but I shall not always be able to tell you all that I wish to say. The radio 
is a medium on which it is not possible to speak with complete freedom. Howe 
ever, if you will write to me for my radio speeches, I'll be able to send you 
more than the speech itself, and be able to tell you things which on the radio 
I am not free to say. He maintained that he will continue his Washington 
broadcasts to the president and to congress. 'It takes a crusader to stick 
With his people in an emergency. I don't want to be immodest, however, I 
have always been a crusader and I shall stick with yous! (Obviously again 
Smith is attempting to clothe himself in a cloak of martyrdom, and thus retain 
the support of his groupe) 


/ "Smith then noticed the presence of Robert}Vietig in the audi- — 
ence, He introduced Mr. Vietig, Mr. Vietig stood up, Smith invited him to 
come up to the platform and sit up there with him. Vietig did not accept . 
the invitation, Smith stated that if the local chairman of the America First 
group, meaning Vietig, had had his way, the chapter would not have been dis= 
banded.s He himself, Smith, did not wish to see the chapter disbanded. He 
Gisclaimed any connection with the America First Committee, but stated he 
was deeply appreciative of its work, (I have since heard that Vietig is pre- 
sumably in Smith's outfit in the capacity of some sort of assistant to Smith. 
. This would seem to indicate that the America First peopte will now go over to 
' Smitht 8 Camp). 
— reo 8 


"Smith then began asking people to pay their radio pledges eithe 
in full or in parte He told them he didn't know what he was going to say to 
them on the radio, however, it will be the truth as far as I can go. (Again 


———— eee 


Smith wants to take on the cloak of martyrdom. He hints that tnere will be 





me oe 





(Detroit file 62~1126) 


ptcceapisn,: and that he will not be able to tell them all that he wishes to 
say to them.) He says that he will speak on the following night in Washing- © 
ton. His subject will be 'Hitler's Secret Weapon'., He tells them that he 
will give them a hint, namely, that Hitler's secret weapon is not in Berlin 
but is in Washington. It is not things but is people. (Again attempting to 
undermine confidence in Washington, and hinting that in the Administration 
there are forces which are opposed to the best interests of America.) 


"Smith tells his audience that he is preparing new literature 
since the old literature is now obsolete in view of the declaration of war, 
He essures his audience that we will still retain our liberties even during 
the war, and after all it won't be so bad, Even though the eudience was 
small, a good deal of money seems to have been passed in. (The racketeering 


aspect, and the terrible eagerness to get in as mich money as possible, were 


obvious to even the least critical observer.) 


"Somewhere at this point, Smith had occasion to make reference 
to Senator Reynolds, and referred to him as, ‘my good friend, Senator Reynolds',. 
(Reynolds is e well-known Fascist sympathizer, a publisher of anti-Semitic 
publication, and an organizer of a well-known anti-Semitic organization.) 


"Smith again predicted that there will be a revolution and mch 
suffering after the war. (Again trying to give his audience a feeling of 
future martyrdom for themselves, ) 


"Smith now launched on into a tirade on the subject of defend- 
ing America first. If we had had the fifty destroyers which we gave away to 


kh. nae —? —) ee. eo oe oe - ~~ 
Britain, we might have been prepared in Hawaii » and wo uld not have suffered 


the losses which we did suffer. Our first slogan should be defend America, 
We should not be giving away any of the tools of war to any of our so-called 
Allies. We must build a defense out into the two oceans, He repeated again 
that there is a conspiracy to create revolution. There will be suffering. 
Propaganda of all sorts will take root. However, we mest not permit any 
foreign isms to come into this country during our preoccupation with the war, 
Two isms, Nazism and Fascism, we are now warring against. However, we still 
have to fight Commnism. Smith condemned the Commnists for sabotaging our ~ 


defense vorogram during the Russo-German pact. He said he would refuse to 


el ah hy Sat Le? re “6* ae tte W4bw £2548 eer fw Se rwvve sae Se ite a 


let the Commnists horn in and take for themselves any credit for the present 
defense efforts. He told the store of a certain Fred Williams and another 
John Anderson, Commnists, who through strikes helped close several factories 
and particularly some bearing factories and paralyzed plane production, These 
people, Smith said, ought to be in jail. Someone from the audience called 
out, no they ought to be on a lamp post. Smith said no, that's a bit too 
strong, and followed up with some wisecracke 
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(Detroit file 62-1126) 


j fHe then read from some book which described a Communist anti- 

religion rally in Madison Square Garden in New York. He stated that he will 
not do anything to interfere with our military strategy, but we mst fight 
Commnism in this country... (Throughout his remarks on Commnism, the impli~ 
cation seemed to be present that somehow Commnism is present in Washington, 
present in the Administration, and that fighting the dangers of Commnism 
means criticizing also the Administration.) 


"Smith had occasion to mention the doctrine of Federal Union 
and Union with England.s He condemned the national conspirators and the inter— 
national bankers, (There was a great deal of applause from the audience.) 

He had occasion to mention Dorothy Thompson, He condemned her and with her 
Clarence Streit, author of 'Union Now! was also boohed. He attacked the mni- 
tions racketeers, Stated that we mst all unite now to win the war, 


"If we are to win this war, we need strong, vigorous leader- 
ship in our administration. We must throw out all the old and ineffectual 
mene Therefore, says Smith, I have today addressed a telegram to President 
Roosevelt advising him that he ought to make certain radical changes in his 
cabinet. Old man Stimson should be thrown out of the Secretaryship of War, 
and substituted for him ought to be the great American leader, Gerald Pe Nye, 
Colonel Knox ought to be thrown out, and as Secretary of the Navy instead of 
him, Senator Walsh ought to be put ine Cordull Hull is a very nice man, and 
has done good work. However, he is old and has been sick and ought to be re- 
lieved of his job, In his stead I recommended to President Roosevelt that the — 
great American statesman, Burton K. Wheeler, be appointed as Secretary of 
State. A separate department ought to be set up for the air force, and as 
Secretary of the air force, I recommend the great American leader, the great 
American hero, Charles Lindbergh. (Wild applause and cheering). LaGuardia 
may be a good man in New York, however, outside of New York he has no popu- 
larity whatsoever. The job of Director of Civilian Defense ought therefore 
to be taken away from him and instead Senator Reynolds ought to be appointed 
to direct the national program of Civilian Defense, (Note all the ieolation- 
ists, all those with Fascist tendencies, all those who gave comfort to Hitler- 
iam throughout the period mist ae 4 preceeding the a are those nominated 
by Smith for positions.) . . | , ie 

nSmith tok occasion to condemn Sidney Hillman and ania that in 
his ‘pies a real native American ought to be appointed to the sla 


"Smith then took occasion to quote the editorial from the Free 
Press of December 14th, in which there were some pretty bad things said with 
reference to the attack on Pearl Harbor, Here again Smith used the trick of 
quoting from the Free Press, and repeating I'm not saying this, this is being 
said by the Free Press, thus keeping himself on the safe side, and taking his 
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sudience into iontraenee, si by displ teakdon eee tae: thes that. he's a pretty 

smart fellow and knows how to get around the difficulty of not wanting to 

say certain things in asd He reiterated again the need of defending _ 

America firste | ek ne |, eee 

sie bax of sstaiain, the freedom of speech, Smith began by 

praising the British. The British, he said, are the smartest people on earth, 
They know how to get others to fight their wars, they also know how to deal 

with all sorts of factions, They have been able to retain freedom of speech 

during the war, (Smith is making his point about retaining freedom of speech, 

and indirectly taking a slap at the British who are fighting on our side.) 

He also took a slam at British influence in Washington. (Again attempting 

to undermine confidence in our own administration and blame a good deal of 


eee GirTrici _ 3 Bae 


our aif a a on Britain, " 
‘ bie 


He also submitted notes made ) which are as 


NCOMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION MEETING 


"Committee of One Million Meeting at the Cass Technical High 
School Dec. 16th, 1941 was a complete flop. This is the First time since 
Gerald L. K. Smith has been qperating in this territory that his meeting was 
go poorly attended: 350 to people and another 200 in the balcony. 

"Congressman Dewey)fhort widely advertised by Gerald Smith in 
his Sunday and middle week broadcasts did not appear, the excuse being the 
necessity of him being in Washington this war-time period. Rev. Merion, 
Mrs. Gerald Smith and another individual, who sapperensny..<* a bodyguard to 
Gerald Smith were on the platform, 


. "Smith was the sole at bradison “a darting ‘his speech he spotted 
Robert. Vieteg former Secy of the Detroit Chapter of the America First Com 
mittee sitting in the audience and then asked him to take a seat on the ie 

aor This invitation was Povery. declines by Vietig. oe 

ee "Gerald Smith referred to an alleged telephone conversation he 
had that day with Senator Burton K. Wheeler. Wheeler assured him that we 
still enjoyed the right of free speech and all other liberties guaranteed by 
the Bill of Rights. He then introduced an official sentative of the Dis- 
abled Veterans of the World War by the name of VINCENTXSHIEK who presented 

Smith with a framed reproduction of the Bill of Rights ‘and praised Smith for 

his outstanding achievements as a patriot. 


Be cas ieee Os Hi, a 
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"Smith impressed the audience with his difficulties in raising 
sufficient money to continue his broadcasts, He said that from now on he | 
will try to keep us his Washington broadcasts on Wednesday night, that, of 
course, will depend on the response of the millions of followers who up un- 
til this time have been so generously supporting him. He said that he will 
devote his activities to patriotic purposes and that he will keep his eyes 
open for professional racketeers, 


"He stressed the need of presenting a united front and Demanded 
Immediate Impeachment of SECRETARY OF NAVY KNOX, whom he blamed for the dis- 
aster at Pearl Harbor. He also said that he will have the President of the 
United States. replace Knox--appoint Nye in his place; replace Stimson with 
Senator Walsh of Mass., replace Secy Hull with Burton Wheeler and finally he 
will demand the establishment of a separate unified air force with Col. Char: 
Lindbergh at its head. 


"Smith's appeal for funds was very pathetic. He asked 20ypeopl: 
in the audience who had pledged monthly contributions for a period of one 
year on previous occasions to maxe this contribution immediately. Only one 
man responded. He finally reduced that to half of the contribution and to 
this appeal only one man responded. He then made an appeal for a general 
collection and the response was below par, 


"He assualted the Commnist Party: As long as they meet he 
will continue to hold meetings; as long as the Daily Worker was on sale, he 
will continue to speak, He never liked F.D.R. He did not vote for him and 
never will vote for him, but circumstances make Roosevelt the Commander in 
Chief who mst be obeyed and helped in every way possible, 


"The audience was not the usual one, 
element that always packed his meetings was absent. 
posed of anti-~semites." a 


The prevailihg German 
The audience was come 






At the request of the writer SP ccocca Accurate Cour 
Reporters, 414 Ford Building, Detroit, Michigan, e stenographic notes 
of the GERALD SMITH meetings on April 24, 1942, and May 12, 1942. These 
stenographic notes have been photographed by the writer and will be reported 
as soon as the photographs are received, 
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ALBERT C. GRUNEWALD, Special Agent in Charge, Bureau of In- 
ternal Revenue,. United States Treasury Department, Detroit, Michigan, said 
that his department was investigating the alleged fraudulent income tax re- 
turns of GERALD L. KX. SMITH, but he said the investigation had not yet 
started and he was not able to furnish the writer with any information. 





a | wm Radio Station WR, Detroit, 

Michigan, was interviewed Soncernine S bject and stated that Subject had a 
broadcast for fifteen minutes each week over Radio Station WIR for several 
years, He said when SMITH first applied for radio time he had the unofficial 
endorsement of the principal automobile companies, the Adcraft Club, and 
many other prominent people, He said that SMITH'S time is each Sunday even~ 
ing from 7:00 pem. to 7:15 pam in direct conflict with JACK BENNY'S radio 
program, He said consequently this time has always been unsalable and he 
considers it profitable to sell this time to SMITH at the regular commercial 
rate of $280 for the fifteen-minute period. He said that several times he 

- has become concerned over the attacks made by SMITH in his radio addresses 
and he has threatened to put SMITH off the aire On one such occasion SMITH 


letters from radio fans which all appeared to be genuineés 
claimed that with an audience this large he gave way and 
; admitte at he would not censor the radio tastes of so many people. 


aaa said that SMITH is not permitted to broadcast 
in person because 8 given to deviate from the script of any prepared 
speech. Consequently, the station has required SMITH to submit a typewritten 
script in the middle of the week, This copy is then checked by the radio 


stetion's — slander, on of the radio sta- 
tion's attorne summoned whom he introduced 
as the station attorney and who ee e rest of the inter- 


view. 


a . Ee ee questioned concer 

8 ship or financial support H may have received. te 
| ed said that he believed SMITH had the encouragement of the Ford Motor | 
oo ompany and the Chrysler Corporation at the t cam’ 3 
“against the "Communist CIO"; however, oe ther ial nor 
= was able to give any specific evidence of financial support and they both 
stated that since SMITH has changed his platform to one of a political nature 
he no longer has the backong of industrialists. They said that they belisve 
SMITH'S fncome is derived exclusively from contributions received through the 
mail a of the appeal which he makes at the end of each week's broad- 
cast. ili «::: that payment for the weekly broadcasts is made by a 
check drawn on the account of E. MUySMITH and BERNARD DOMAN on the Detroit 
Bank. ies oss: check number 507 dated May 8, 1942, drawn on the 
Detroi in the amount of §280 signed by BERNARD DQHAN and counter~signed 


v 
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by E. M. SMITH. There was a notation on the check indicat that it was in 
payment of G. L. K. SMITH broadcast of May 10, 1942. appeared to 
be very friendly to Subject and frequently stated tha ormation was © 
desired concerning the activities and financial support of SMITH the best 
way to get it would be to go to SMITH directly and ask him, because SMITH 
was the type of man who would not want to hide anything. 





When the name of WALTER WINCHELL was brought into the discussion, 
‘CB =: that WINCHELL is a much more dangerous man than SMITH be~ 
cause WINCHELL may be sneaking a lot of things in the back door under cover 
of the petriotic disguise which he scounee. SEB 120 suggested that 
Director HOOVER should prevent WALTER WINC rom speaking over the radio 


in such a manner as to imply that _he is a confidante of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation. At this point so agreed that WINCHELL 
Was @ more dangerous man than and suggested that it was a waste of time 


to have the Federal Bureau of Investigation investigate GERALD SMITH when 
there were so many more important things to investigate, 
suggested that if anybody would be familiar with the mre ée 8 

of SLITH'S operation it would probably be a man named LUCKER who was his bie 
manager over a period of time, 70 


| 
oom was interviewed at the Detroit Field Office = 
state at he had conducted some investigation for the Dies Committee into | 












an ere, 






the activities of GERALD L. K. SMITH. He stated that whatever information 
he had picked up in that connection had already been reported by him and 
was contained in his report which was contained in the file previously examined : 
by the writer during his interview with post office inepect ofl 
ae: not admit that he himself was in the employ of as a 
r an i had any first-hand information about SMITHS 
activities, suggested the following persons as potential in-. | 
formants concerning SMITH: — , 












LIt 


So Ge aaa 1332 National Bank Building, attorney, b7:,470 
National Labor Relations Board, Detroit, Michigan, explained to the writer 
that it constitutes a violation of the National Labor Relations Act for an 


employer or one acting on behalf of an employer to interfere with labor organi- 
gation. Under this provision in the fall of 1940 the National Labor Relations 
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Board was investigating the alleged activities of the Ford Motor Company “ 
and persons acting in its behalf to prev e organization of workers by 
the CIO. During that investigation “| 
interviewed 
the writer to ews, 


aaa «:- him practically no information of value, b ab 
H 













As a result of the sponsorship by the Ford Motor Company, 
has always been favorable to the Ford Motor Company, § 
Le eta! pointed out that before the United States entered ~~ 
the war HENRY > er months of preparation, suddenly refused to manu- 
facture airplane engines which were to be sent to England, Thereupon, SMITH 


publicly lauded HENRY FORD'S refusal to make airplanes for Enetend and attacked 
the Packard Motor Company which fulfilled his order, . 





“tee gh 


beg eed 
b7D 


- , . 
on 
oo} 


rs a The iat acent, further eats forth that there: was a euoreey” —— 
‘rift between HARRY BENNETT and GERALD SMITH because SMITH ee gees boasted 
a ne connection with the Ford Motor Company. 


—s** es -:... enesty is known to the eer $70 
revealed that (r SMITH has contacted the following persons whose activi- 


wt 
‘ oe n von 8 





ties may be relevant to thie investigation: Senator REYNOLDS, Washington, 

D. C., telephone National 3120; Reverend LELAND L. MARION, 261 Whitmore, 
Pontiac, Michigan, telephone Pontiac 2-7601; Mrs. DAVID STANLEY, United Mothers 
of America, 348 Arcade, Cleveland, Ohio, telephone Michigan 8838, Also, he 
has had several telegraphic contacts with an unidentified person in Wichita, 


ae VR es 


Kansas, probably Reverend GERALD WINROQD. . bog 

Ee rg : | if 
whose identity is known to the Bureau : 

ome on 9 ETT tens, once by Special Agent bIe 

and once telephonically by the writer. He stated that he was directed 

BENNETT of the Ford Motor Company about two years ago to interview 

GERALD L. K. SMITH and to ascertain what the purpose of SMITH'S campaign was, 

Informant stated that he was impressed with the fact that SMITH was anxious 

to obtain support for his campaign against Commnists in the labor unions but 

that more fundamentally he had Fascist tendencies, Informant stated that he 

had no further contact wit ended contact 

















The writer has obtained one copy of each radio speech made by 
GERALD over station WJR since December 7, 1941, and has an arrangement ee 
a ith and 


whereby his speeches are being received 


currently. otographs “oF these speeches have been made and will be “forwarded b7?) 
to the Bureau as soon as obtained. 








No evidence has yet been Aeveispee: concerning any rere of 
Subject to propagandize any particular stratum of society or a particular 
group such 4s persons engaged in national defense industry or members of the 
armed forces or persons having obligations under the Selective Training and 
Service Act. His audiences consist of radio listeners to station WR at 
7:00 o'clock Sunday evenings and persons who have attended his meetings and 
mailed contributions to him. 


From a highly confidential source it was ascertained that GERALD 
L. K. SMITH and hie wife were somewhat jubilant over the fact that President 
ROOSEVELT commited the sentence of EARL. BROWDER because this would give STH 


powerful ammunition for future arguments against the administrations 


SMITH also sent a package contedining f a recent Sie 
graphed letter out to Dearborn by a messenger named and SMITH instructed 
hat the only thing to be written on the package was "For Mr. HARRY 







—-Important." This errand was performed on de 19h20 ok a viod 
ENCLOSURE: TO THE BUREAU -— 
One copy of "The Cross and the Flag", May 1942 issue. 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 
THE CLEVELAND OFFICE _ 

, At CLEVELAND, OHIO, will investigate the character and back- 
ground of Mrs. DAVID STANLEY and the organization known as "United Mothers 
of America", 348 Arcade, telephone Michigan 8838. It is noted that Mrs. 
STANLEY has been in frequent contact with GERALD L. K. SMITH. 


Toe NEW YORK OFFICE 


At NEW YORK CITY will interview former associate 
of GERALD L. K. SMITH who may be located throug attorney, 
39 Broadway, New York City. should questioned principally 


concerning the financial sup eived by SMITH with particular emphasis 
On any support received from any interest which may be subversive, 








THE NEW ORLEANS OFFICE 


At NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA, will ascertain information concern- 
ing the background and activities of GERALD L. K. SMITH from approximately 
1929 to 1935 when he was said to have been a bodyguard and close friend of 
HUEY LONG with particular reference to any activities which may have been in 
conce resent enemies of the United States. Will interview 
7 said to be of New Orleans, Louisiana and former assoc 
concerning SMITH'S activities in Louisiana, 





THE DETROIT OFFICE 


&t LANSING, MICHIGAN, will obtain full information concerning 
the lites on and activities of the Federation of Americanization of 
Michigan, Inc. | ere 
a | At DETROIT, MICHIGAN, will sGisider ates eeetne the @ follo 4 
Te persons {f advisable cone ies of GERALD L. K. SMITH: 





Will continue inspection of Subject's bank account at the De- 
troit Bank main office particularly near the end of each calendar month. 


Will continue this investigation vigorously in order to ascer— 
tain the sources of Subject's financial support, Subject's business associates, 


= O0< 
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and future activities, Will make a special effort to ascertain if Subject 
is making any attempt to propagandize any particular group of peneens in 
violation of the Selective Training and Service Acte | 


is Will continue to collect Subject's sropncands for transmittal 
to the Bureau. : a 2 
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ee ot IDENTITY OF CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


[} Deleted under exemptions) ____——— CC (C‘!COWviith nto Seegregaablee 
material available for release to you. 


[J] Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
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[] Document(s) originating with the following goverment agency(ies) _ pee 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 





___——- Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies),; — ——_______________ 
as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 





Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 














(1 For your information: _Per your March 18, 1982 letter this enclosure 





was not xeroxed for release. 
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RE: GERALD L. K. SMITH vr. Quins Tamm... - 

R INTERNAL SECURITY - SEDITION ple Wasaga 

= ; Rtg GRIMY ope cues 

Dear Sir: Wik see cev creer eevee 


a/ Please be advised thot cag iH pers 
; identity was made known to you by letter bearing this same date, re- ~ 


following information up to May 27, 1942: 







is attenpting to get time on the radio immediately ‘ 
following WALTERWINCHELL'S Sunday night broadeast, so that he will 
have a better opportunity to answer WINCHELL, who is apparently his 
most outspoken enemy. 


SMITH declined to make any contact ormer distributors 
of social Justice" on advice from one nen who advised him 
not to have anything to do with them. » Secretary of the 
state of Michigan, assured him that he would’ come to Detroit to spend 


some time with S‘ITH and help him to organize SMITH'S campaign for 
election to the United States Senate. 






SKITH contemplated mailing to every station carrying WALTER 
WI'CHELL'S program an article taken from the "Chicago Tribune" to 
warn the radio stations that they were flirting with danger and scare 
them out of carrying NINCHELL'S program. SIITH sent a book ea 
of the Ford Motor Company. Mr. SYITH has also been conta g 
YABENNETT, Personnel Manager of Ford Motor Company, and spent 
. several hours with night of February 26, 1942, when it was 
a decided = HARRY BENNETT, and GERALD SMITH should 
get together to keep’ the New Dealers and the Communists from destroying 7 
all of then. . en then contacted McKEIGHAN, who received the eUBEeS— 7 ee 










tion favorably. ~ td . 
& On May 253 1942, SMITH called Mrs. ELIZABETH PILLING of . 
© Chicago, Illinois, on the telephone and congratulated Mer on the way Gg 





& 
§ $ she was getting along and stated that he understood that she had _ .. oe eee 
J % 

iy 


settled her lawsuit. “E&..;. iB oh ts Wis 2?f A a? 
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Letter to the Director May 29, 1942 


Comiunism any longer because Russia was fighting on the same side in 
the war and that it would interfere with the war effort, causing 
disunity and hatred. 


She replied that an election would do the same thing so she 
supposed that she might just as well have the same employer. She said 
that the agent answered that if she wanted to go ahead and be a martyr 
it was all ri ght, but that he wanted to tell her that she had no ri ght. 


to fight Comaunism now. 


Yrs, DILLING said that this F.B.I. agent named roe 
from the Chicago unit of the Federal Bureau of Investipat e 


told the agent, after swearing at him, that she despised the F.B.I. 
for their sniveling hypocritical talks about freedom when they were 
going around like OGPU agents cracking down on everybody's head. 


b I 


SJTTH asked Mrs. DILLING if she was sure that the agent told 
her that she should not fight Communism, She replied absolutely and 
that was why she was writing a letter to Attorney General BIDDLE ask- 
ing him if this agent represented merely his personal views or the 


views of the Department of Justice. 


Mrs. DILLING said she also heard that the people who were 
called before the Chicago, Illinois Grand Jury were similarly told 
that they must not oppose Communism or unions. Mrs. DILLING further 
complained that her followers were being summoned before the Grand 
Jury apparently to scare them, and she considered this political 
intimidation. 


SLITH then asked Mrs, DILLING what she heard about the 
COUGHLIN matter. She said that it was her opinion that his church 
shut him up, and he kept quiet to save his collar, but otherwise he 
would have given them a run for their money. 


Mrs, DILLING asked SiMITH if there was anything she could do 
for him, but he said that she had already done enough and she should 
keep on doing the same thing. 


-Senator ROBERT QNEAL, who had written a letter to SOTH 
congratulating him on thd first issue of "The Cross and the Flag," 
objected that S‘ITH used this letter for publicity purposes. Michigan 
State Senator NEAL said that several of his constituents believed that 
he was favoring GERALD S:ITH'S election over Senator PRENTISS HN. BROWN. 
State Senator NEAL closed by requesting that SLITH refrain from refer- 
ring to his name or the letter in any future publications. 


: Letter to the Director May 29, 1942 


The Superintendent of the Industrial National Bank Building, 
the twentieth floor of which is almost entirely occupied by SMITH and 
his associates, was preparing an occupancy list in accordance with the 
requirements of the Wage and Hour Division of the Department of Labor. 
He told SITH that the present list showed no occupancy, although it 
was well known that SMITH occupied most of the twentieth floor. The 
Superintendent asked SMITH how he wanted his occupancy listed and Q‘77 
said to put it down as "The Federation for the Americanization of Mict 
A Non-Profit Educational Organization Engaged in Patriotic Educatione" 


Very truly yours 






JCHN S. BUGAS 


eas Special Agent in 
eae bic 
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FeSCIS? GSnabb i.. SAITH AluL CéAA¢PAIGn FOR COUGHLIN 


Fesci:t howls rell is being 'bersecuted' 


G2rald L. 4, erith, Kn Kluver ena feseist rebdle-rous2r of Vetroit, Micciian 
this vere plugved ewxay for nis good friena ana associate Ch+rlesYouznlin, whos2 
Socks! Juctic2" is now bennea fron the mails uncer the “spions¢ee Act. 


ee 





ace eee 


Under an officisl "press relecse" from Ymith's headcuerters, newsperer ee 
throughout the country wera bomburaed vith en zttack .geinst the united otet 
Government for "wholesala persacution" of “ougtlin. the aenunciation of a 
adninistr: tion wes couched in the feniliar enti-Sentiec lengudée of tescist 
proosfanda. 


he IS "NowINATSD" 


But Onmith's sum ort of his pel wes not entirely dicsinter=-ted-it was >lsa 
used 2 A pes on whieh to benp eaith's oan fentestice embition to become « U.S. 
~2n bor. 

° 

Last weex & meatine of his so-csllea "Comittee of 1,000,006" "nomins tea" 
hia to sesx the s‘eynrlicen noainetion. 1t ¢lso "noninatsa" rep. Clere woffnan 
no unaer elas ee ake for possible ties witn » is agencies, nd ~ouis DO, 
war, “ourlin's +dvisor and official biogrephear. 


einith ennounces thst if he runs it will be under the slogan "Mr. Smith 
Woes to “asin. ton". “2 shoula ,o te weshington-under cherges of sedition. 
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Press Release April 16, 192 
Comnittee of 1,000,000 Imneainte helause 


Detroit, wichigan 


uareld L. K. “mith to seek oentte on toughlinissue": 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation eine 

Washington, D. C. he. ate weca. 
i as Mr. ease ___. - 
ee f Re: GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH; a 


0 From a highly confidential source it was ascertained mae 
GERALD’ SMITH said that he knows who was with the President when the press got 
the news of the assassination of HUEY LONG. SMITH said that if this was brought 
out it would acandalize the whole New Deal. He said that the MURPHYS knew 


that the incarceration of a Catholic priest would be political suicide. 


Dear Sir: 


PEARSON and ALLEN said over the radio that Attorney-General 
BIDDLE was waivering because the Catholic church was bringing 890 much | pressure 
on the White House (obviously referring to the FATHER CHARLES E«7/COUGHLIN case). 
SMITH continued that the administration would not dare to prosecute PELLEY, 
HUDSON and GARNER (phonetic) and all that bunch if the Catholic Church eon a 
tinued to bring pressure. | Ze DE RECORDIN 


SMITH said that the New Dealers up here are guilty of so mch 
they don't know how guilty each other is and they can't keep up with their own 
crookedness. If they go ahead and try to maintain good will with South America 


which 4s predominantly Catholic and at the same time incarcerate COUGHLIN and 
SHITH who was COUGHLIN'S protector and friend, then the whole HUEY LONG acandal 


uf. ddd rie ve Caer WL VSS AEA ba? }re ww Ww We been heel as wens 5 Whewes wseaw ee as 


would be brought out. SMITH said he thought that they felt the whole COUGHLIN 
matter was "too hot to handle” and consequently they turned EARL BROWER loose 
so that they could give the Commnists an answer when the Communists started to 
yell for COUGHLIN'S blood. SMITH said the BROWDER matter would be a great sub- 
ject for the next meeting, even for the press releases. He said he would build 
up what is behind the BROWDER release--"Release BROWDER and jail Oars 
that what we are coming to?" 
AECORDED 
SMITH said that this would alarm many Catholics who had previously 


been lukewarm, and that looked wonderful. jee . ner G35 x / id 


SMITH then referred to Reversnd ORRIS who was ‘adage a bes 
local speech and said that FRANK NORRIS had been in Germany at one time and 


had made a flattering statement about HITLER. NORRIS then returned here bind @ 


lot of his men led in the club against the Communists. Then NORRIS shifted .-. 
and started to taayter the Reds and was going to take the aa to Russia, - - 
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Letter to the Director Re: GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH; 
dated June 1, 1942 INTERNAL SECURITY = SEDITION. 


Mre. ELIZABETH DILLING exposed NORRIS and he was quite an 
enemy of hers and perhaps even testified against her. SMITH, referring to 
some investigation, said that the investigators would have to call in the 
officers of the Ford Motor Company, Hudson Motor Company, J. L. Hudson Com- 
pany and the WEBBERS if they were going to investigate everyone who fought 
ROOSEVELT or Communism, 


Very truly yours, 


S. Quge 
a BUGAS 
Special Agent in Charge 
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The lay issue of The Cross and The Fleg, the setiecous magazine being publish: 


Nm ee 


in Detroit by Gereld L. K. Smith, ex-Silver Shirter No. 3223, devotes its entire back 
pege toa promotionel article based on ean endorsement received from Senator Robert R. 
~i{Reynolds of North Carolina, At the top of the page are several lines of bold type 
reading: "United Stetes Senator Robert R. Reynolds, Chairman of the Military affairs 
Committee, said, when interviewed by the Associated Press conoerning The Cross and The 
Fleg;.--"The item then proceeds to quote Senator Reynold's stetement endorsing Smith's 
subversive sheet which, in the Senator's words, stands "for the things I heve stood for 
for meny yeers.“ The article also quotes from 4 personal letter received by Smith fron 
Reynolds, congratulating the Detroit fifth columist on the first edition of The Cross 
And The Flag. Smith proudly remarks, "This is merely one of the thousands of testimon- 
ials that have come in, fevorable to thie crusading, patriotic journal." ~ 
Emboldened by the support he is receiving from congressmen suoh «s Senétor 
Reynolds, Gereld L. K. Smith strikes out with increasing venom against the Administreati. 
in his suerent issue. In his charecteristic cemagogic style, he attacks the "bureaucra: 
end politicians" in Washington for their supposedly incompetent prosecution of the war. 
The temporary setbacks suffered by the U.S, oo in the Pacific ere pictured by 


Smith eas "bloody circumstences" brought about, Oli mp 
EX ia, \¢ ee 5S 


in Wieshington, who not only shou}d be fired but thourd bel aaa 2 Or 
L& 


The Government investigation of Father Coughlints weodteal gone? g "igkzesente as 





a “communist" plot to persecute the Royal Quk priest. T RFP Li 






printing an attack by Congressman Martin Dies on Vice Predident 


& "Some sia aa however, come in for hearty prats SE wiatest issue of 
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=Lo 
Smith's seditious journal, They are Charles Ah Lindbergh, the Naziphile flyer who « 
energetically strove to prevent this country from being prepared to face the axis or 
sloutht; Father Charles £.\ Coughlin, until recently Goebbels' foremost U. §. Spokesm: 
Father Edward Lodge} Cur -en, eastern Fuehrer of the Christian Front; Elizebeth}Dillin 
notorious anti-Semitic propagandist; Dr. Gereld BY Winrod, Kansas pro-hxis agitator; 
Col. Robert} cCormi ok, publisher of the Yhicago Tribune; Col. J. Mf Patterson, publi 
of the New York Daily News; Eleanon Patterson, publisher of the Weshineton Times-Her 
William Randolohgtearst; Congressman MartinfDies; end Senator Robert Re. Reynolds, T 
traitor Smith, who once boasted to his jailbird boss Pelley of forming the first Silv 
Shirt stormtroop band in the United States, describes the above-mentioned individuel: 
as "fearless iioptcans who have exposed the subterranean operations of the Red revol- 
utionaries without mercy." 

The feature article in the current issue of The Cross and The Fleg is entitl 
"wy Hatts In the Ring". In it “mith announces he will be & candidate in Michi an thi 
fell for election tothe U. &. Senate. The sort of backing he hopes to get is obviou 
"J will be supported by the old-feshioned, Christian, American people," he says. He 
makes an open bid for the support of Christian Front, German-American Bumd elements b 
including this plank in his program; 

"I shell defend the right of free speech and free press for 

Feather Charles E. Coughlin, The treatment that this minister 


of Christ is receiving et the hands of the bloodthirsty Reds 


is unbelieveble,." : 

ith the United Stetes engeged in a life and death strugele ageinst the Axis 
powers, the seditious, disruptive propagandizing of this 20th Century Benedict Armold 
constitutes an ever-increasing danger to the American People. The Hour therefore urs 
that the Department of Justice immediately suppress The Cross and The Flag end conduc 


thorough investigetion of the tres sonable activities of Gerald L. K. Smith, exumining 


with particuler oare his ties with certain members of the Congress of the tnited Stat 
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WENMORANDUM FOR kR. LADD Mr, McGuire 
(J mr. Quim Team ees 
REs GERaLD Le K. SkilTH Tole. Room 


Reference is made to the menorandum to the Director James ROW, pea 
_ Ure, dated May 20, 1942, in which he advised that of Detrqiten. 
—“ elsims information he gave to the FHI regarding the captioned individual has 


in some way come into the possession of Harry Bennett of the Ford Motor 
Company « 






1 | 


_ SAC. Bugas advised this morning that neither he nor any Agent in his office 
had ever discuss or information that he had given to the Bureau with 
Harry Bennett or any member of the Ford Motor Company or with any informant who 
might have taken it to ord Motor Company. He stated that the "rather scanty 

ny + information" given by has been kept confidential and has not been discussed 
7) i “outside the betroit office. He stated s always had a very cagey part 
and one of the reasons he has given for n ing is that he is afraid it will 
get out if he gives it to the Bureau and that he might later be called on to 
testify. Bugas pointed out it wouldn't , for the Detroit office to 
B information in possession because in the past 


raid Le K, Smith and Bennett were 
has been and still is in very close — 
contact with professional ‘areruants around Detroit, such as pe 
and that, of course, Smith knows what ows acout him. oince h still - 
is in more or less ¢ t contact wi mnievt he would be in a position to 
advise Bennett pe about him. pre 


on one occasion and that b= : 
ve talked to him on several }b7¢ 



























osely associated. 












SAC. Bugas stated that he talked 
Number One Man Boyd and Special Agent 





occasions, trying to persuade him to come clean and tell us what he knows about : 
Smithe He stated he is of the opinion! is holding out for money and : 
believes he has propositioned the n New York for $100,000 to give thes 
the information he has on Smith. stated he has also given the excuse for not | 
talking that he is in fear of his wife, which Bugas does not think very likely. : 
i 
¢ 
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Keference ‘s made to your Sipe ela dated way 20, 1942, in which you 
Francis Vb have been informed that of Detroit, Michigan, clains 
ponent Jumished oy him to tne eau of Investigation nas cone into 
am" n-of garry Bennett,’ Paraernal Director of the ford kotor Company. 
= has been. interviewed ty exployees of this Bureau on numerous 
occasions, prior and subsequent to the date on which you furnished infor- 
gation concerning him to ere De Me Ladd. ie has refused to furnish any addition 
inforration regarding Smith other than that which he had previously furnished to 
an invosti:ator for tne Tolan Commitee, with the exceotion o° @ suggestion to t 
affect that Gerald L. Kk. Srith on one occasion obtained a sum of money fron the 
Gerzan Corsul in Detroit, Michigan. he has refused to furnish any add. tional 
information regarding Smith, justifying his refusal by stating he fears for his 
personal safety. It is the opinion of tne Special Arsen va who have talked to hin 
that althoun he undoubtedly dows possess con.iderable data concerning Srith he 
w.ll not divulve this inforration unless he is 












On way 23, 1942, was interviewed by John 5. Bugas, the Special 
Avent in Chur e of the ve ca of thie Bureau, and was very carefully 
gerg Questioned in connection with his stavezent to the effect that intoreation furni 
: BN py hic to the FEL had cove into the pcssession of Harry Bennett. Howevér, be ré 
fused to clarify this and refused to cormit binself in any way- During; the inte 
reques:ed kre Bu as to rake an Sppointnent for hia with harry Benr 
& request, of course, was refused in ie of — SiEOVBetances: 
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Sederal Bureau of Investigation 
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Washington, B. C. 
Way 22, 1942 
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May 16, 1942 


Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Washington, D. C. 
ATTENTION: Photographic Laboratory 


Dear Sir: 
Q . 
Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH; 
INTERNAL SECURITY, SEDITION. 
Enclosed please find two 25-foot rolls of 
Minipan film. 


Please develop and print as instructed, 
returning prints to this office. 


Very truly yours, 


LI JOHN S. BUGAS ote 
-1126 Special Agent in Charge 


. CC Photographic Laboratory. 
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FLL DETROIT «= AAD A-55POEUT «OEP. 
DIRECTOR cr arr re | 
HOUEs GERALD Le Ke SMITY, INTERNAL SECURITY, SEDITIO!. ADVISE 
PHOTOCRAPHIC LABORATORY NOT TO PRINT PHOTOGRAPHS OF WHICH TEN 
COPIES WERE REQUESTED CONCERNING DETROIT FILE NINE ELCHT DASH Th 
PICT SIX. TRANSMITTAL LETTER WAS DATED MAY SIXTEEN AT DETROIT 
ENCLOSING THO ROLLS MINIPAN FILM. . OK TO PRINT AS INSTRUCTED 
PHOTOCRAPHS CONCERNING DETROIT FILE SIX TWO DASH ONE ONE TWO SI’ 
— BUGAS etree : 
A AND H ee ie , a. 
500 Pit OK FBI WASH DONG SS, 
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= an SP La il 
2s aad Fo oy Se 


“AULIWFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS NASSIED 
DATE yale Bitter po . = . 
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“ fr FO May 22, 1982 
: > EX-4a | | a 


Special Agant in Charge 
Uetroit, Kiehi gan 


Re: GERALD L. K. SxTPRy 
TMT BERNA. SECURITY, SEDITION, 


Dear Sir; : | | 
‘Reference fe nade to your letter deted Ray 16, 
1942, and teletype aomunication dated Kay 19, 1942, 
Fegarding the above-capticned case, 
The film rolls forwarded to the Bureau have 


beer. devoloped, and copies are being forwarded to your 
office wider sepurste registered oover, 


Very truly yours, 





John Fdgar Hoover 
Director 
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y Gerald L. coaith was reportedly born at Pardeeville, Wisconsin, | 
fn February, 1898. He is said to have attended Butler Seminary at Indianap- 
a olis, Indiana and to have later been gradwated from Valparaiso tniveraity, 
the ae with an A.B. Degrees After leaving college, Smith took up active dirty as a 
| Winister and is said to have held pastorates at the 7th Street Christian 
Church at eee gee Indiana and at the eas com Church of Shreveport, 
Louisiana. . | 
’ Binlngs the time that he was a Vint ster at eipock. Louisiana, 
he is alleged to have become a fast friend and political proponent of the 
late Huey Long. Acvisedly he ultimately left his work as a kKinister and 
was assigned by Long to the task of nationalizing the "Share the Fealth" 
progran. Smith's duties in this regard apparently included travelling | 


about the country and attempting to interest persams in eettine up these 
elubs,. : 


During the Life of Huey Long, Saith was an ate aiating cous Sy 
in the Long machine but subsequent to Longts death, he is reported 
inecurrec the disfavor of Long's successors and to have been ou Ga, he 
organization. It is known that he preached the sermon at Long tg fea. 


After being diemissed fron further activity in the hint oe 
the Long political machine he is reported to have gone to Kew fork nere 
in 1937 & have organised a group known as ss "Committee of 1, 000 


Seith's cneantwat tobat efforts in lew York 1 were ponent not 
successful and in 1938 he removed to Tetroit, Michigan where he was instru- 
wental in founding a group known as the "Federation of Americanization in 
. Michigan". This effort was likewise unsuccessful and eventually Suith devoted 
ee _ himself to recreating and directing his original ane aged ee. ae "Come 
BM ur Telsen__wittee of 1,000,000" from tetroit, alae oa ot ae ; : 
me: Mr, £. A. Tamm xe 
” t¥ 7 Suith's activities during the past three : years a at present,- 

SA cinta BEV been devoted exclusively to an attempt to increase the wae, 
‘ite Ladd 10% the "Comrittee of 1,000,000", In an effort to popularize his: pe cos tl 
Mr. Nickels 12 "a8 published a macazine known as "The Cross and the Flag", 

Me’ Reson Sovablished an *Inner Circle" which as ite nane would imply cheanatay 

peggy Mr. Rose? 1 2-te select few who have been chosen to carry on the work of the "Somnit 

peag Mr. Tracy__e-+-000,000". Another part of his prograny has included ey radio. breee7 
ee ti Carsen_—casts from Station @JR at Detroit, Vichizan 

r. Ve ee 
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7 Saith's work in eonnection with the "Committees af 1,000, 000° 
si vpatiined ta the poecedtn: hibit paar rede aia ven prineipally to = 
eriticion of the present adninistration particularly with reference to 
Ate foreign policy. Prior to the involvment of the United States in the 
eurrent war, his radio broadcasts and his editorials were all strongly — 
{solationist in sentiment and at times anti-Senitic. 


According to the accepted publication of the "committee of. 
1,000,000", "The Cross and the Flag", the seven fundamental sca ts of 


2. Mm. fae. bine Die BW. f rh —_— MH 9B 
CS VLOEEIILULGEE O4V0E been deai gnated Q@s L10i11,09 5 


* 


1. To rebuild the spirit of America, 


2. To wipe out the last vestiges of ees gs 
and Fascism in all forms. 


3. The redefinition of the American national ee 


L, The inetalliation af ea now anivtt+ in erfican vauth 


e a EAE oS a a diated wpes it se 2 A. weed g wu 


vers 
ded cated to the maintenance of fra institutions, . 


~ 


S. To issue a call to farmers and laborers to resist what 
is now known as an international plot to involve them in. 
a world revolution, 


6. To rededicate the eltizenry of America to the fanily 
altar and to the spirit ef the church, 


1. To secure the maintenance of a well-defined gtantard 
of Amrican living. 


"Since December, 1911, the program of the “Commi ttee of 1,000,000" 


. Telooa__has reportedly shifted to a denuncla ‘ion of Commmnian and to a general. 
EB. A. Tamgritician of the administration in the conduct of the war effort. 

. Clegg. 
- Glavin -- @mith has allegedly been actively engaged in various non-inter~ 
. Leaa___ventionist groups and has reportedly had the backing and support of an or . 








Nichole ele, panization of thie type known as “Mothers of United States of America®. 








Tracy It kan farther Beas senoxted that he was at ane ) time an active 
Carsen__mewoer of William Dodley Felley's Silver Shirta. ie 

Cet! 

Scie On the night of April 2), 19:2, Smith, during the course of an 


Holloman u* ress to members of the "Committee of 1,000,000", announced his candidacy 
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Oninan Teamrm 
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ted States Senator for the State of Michigan. at that 
os h that which was previously 


for the office of 
platfora is said to include 


time he reportedly announced hia platform ss 
adopted for the “Committee of 1,000,000". This 
the following four pointes : oa or a 
1. One hundred percent loyalty to the war effort. 
2. §100.00 a month for every soldier. 
3. An honest hearing in the Senate for the Townsend Plan. 
4. Tires for everybody. 7 . 


Concerning Smith, it bas further been reported that he was arrested 


on November 3, 1936 by the Police Department of rail lias Louisiana, on & 
ebarce of having disturbed the peace in the using of obscene lancuage » 
ane tnis arrest resnited in his receiving a suspended sentence of 


Ie) Ww WU Sey ioe “Ma Ve ST 2 SS 


It has also been nentioned that Smith has been involkvec as plaintiff 


in several libel and slander cases. According to newspaper sccounts in Varch 
of 1939 he instituted a $500,000 slander suit against the arch of Time Newsreel 


Company for having allegedly slandercusly associated hir with Father Divine as 
a “Rabble Rouser". 
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* 
rs 
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Another account is to the 4n 1935 Smith filed libel 
charges against the Kashington Times, Washington, 8 
stated, was subsequently dropped by the plaintiff without any active effort 


toward prosecution. 
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Ta connection with out tele; shone conversation 
of June 1, 19L2, there te enclosed hervrith for your 
confidential information a gummary setting forth 
eval lable backcround cata and thio activities of Gerald 
Le Ke Gnith of Letroit, Melicane 


As amatter of intrrest the activitice of this 
individual are preaetiy under invectigation by this 
Bur ae 


casei yours, 


save 
- part 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Worm No. 1 ‘ 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT DsTROIT, LICHIGAN rucMo. = 100=21,56 
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REPORT MADE AT 


WASHINGTON, De Ce 














INTERNAL SeCURITY 
SEDITION “4 









Copies of SMITH'S broadcusts over Station W OL 
from October 29, 1911 to December 24, 1941 and a 

Ae copy of "The Cross and the Flag", Volume 1, Nunber 1, 
April, 1942, were obtained, and are being forwarded 


ona ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
_ suc — HEREIN (S I ASSTAED - 


REP ERENCES Bureau letter to the Detroit Field Division dated 
April, 23, 1942. (62=/,3818) 


















So DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, De Co — bn? 


pig esa ae “In accordance with instructions cont e above a 
ee letter e writer contacte 

: of oe eoner cen Oro osdcasting Uorporation 4 
ae i ps eee... oF +h ea 


































nw uy, Loc7 bh OLrect,  ——— dvised that he was pe the 


representative of the Kutua Weeteasting Compeny and that he Se ee 

hed been contéected by the subject in making arrangements for the broadeas¥ing 

of transcriptions of his speeches, He also stated that he censored each 

and every broadcast, a typewritten copy of which was forwarded to him from 

Detroit before the transcription was made and thet after corrections by 

him they were returned to SMITH and the transcriptions made. He made 
oe) tes available the transcription records and ated Red dee copies es — F 

Re: j : : ee : abemaiee made by SMITH. {2° ig aan 4 rt aie 


+ f - oe f : RoBi? 
Sch ee, ee 


The writer listened to the recordings end followed the, 6 of 
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of the speeches by the typewritten copies and learned that they are 
substantially the same except for a few minor differences in words and 
languege used which in no way changed the text of the speech. Photostatic 
copies of these speeches are being forwarded to the Bureau together with 
this report. a 
. - . Ty ety : 
In brief, the sceusiid meas ses SMITH nies all been sieecend to 
the President, members of Congress and members of the Cabinet. During 
these speeches, SMITH has taken it upon himself to point out various - 
controversial issues of the day, stating his opinion in this regard as 

to the actions of the President and Congress on these matters and advised 
that the statements made by him were formulated from letters forwerded 

to him by the members of the organization known as The Committee of One 
Million. 


The electrical transcriptions cerried identification tags as 
set out below, all of which ere the same except for the dates and length 
of time of the program: ; 


"Date of program , Program # 


Progrem time “, 
Title | ° 
GERALD L. K. SHITH dio Stetion f# OL 
Date 


Tee ee a 


Essex Broadcasters, inc. ; 


330 Union Guardian Building, 
Detroit, Michigan" 


A photostatic copy of these broadcasts is being maintained in the Washington 
Field Office files and two copies are being sent to the Bureau. 


eae FPeriodicel Reading Room, Library of Congress, 
telephonically contacte s office in order to make available to Special 
Agent Q@@NMMI. scopy of the publication "The Cross and the Flag". — 

The Ban nos arthi “es =: at that time he advised that he would 
make available the above ed to publication and on the amin a this 
Was forwarded to the a Field Office for. ite US@e - : 
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To the Honorable PORFIOn OFS 

Francis Biddle . ; Re 
Attorney General | APR 92 Guay OY 
Of the United States : ‘+ AFR 23 Way 
' . ef a 4 j 

r Sir 3 “20 Y 
— | Raby BP 


- 


I beleive it was Last Sunday That I mailed A lefjer To your 
Office Regarding the Broadcasting of Jearld L.X.Smith who as I 
pee it is Broadcasting just the way the Nazies and there allies 
Want Him to Brdadbaat Brodcast -and In my Orn Mind I beleive he 
48 either Directly or indirictely in the employe of the enemies 
of the American Form of Govermenteand is doing all in his power 
cause hatered in the hearts and Minds of the People against the 


Goverment of this United Stapese 


On account of my fight against Unamerican activities and on acco 
of Uncovering much Pro NWaxie Activities and Pro Nazie Propoganda 
why Of course I am Olassed as A Rat I am classed as Brainless I a 
Classed as & person who is far from being Intelligent.and I have 
Received A&A Challenge From an anti Roosevelt Man who is Conected 
with One of the Bigest News papers in fee State to teke an Intel’ 
test This Man alougth A Busisness Man nates BEvVelt—st-am Het 
so badly here By the Anti Roosevelt Gang and the Pro Nazie Ga 

"epee sr .pPd the Enemies of Democracy that some times it is Impossible Fo: 
i, eae ene toiBarn enough Money to Buy Food For My Family.But Regardless 
eS tye Sand My Family are Going to Oontinue to Fight all Unamerican Acti: 
, Wee Os and do all in Our Power to Help Win this War even if we have to 
Boer. Give our Lives in Doing so eso Mr Biddle I am Sendine this lette: 
By Special Delivery and Air Mail so-thet—4tt-wiidl Reach your Depa: 
and I am Incloseing A Clipping taken out Of this Morning.s Free } 
| and I_ask You are You Going to let this Pro Nazie Jearld K Suit 
; Continue .to. a-the-Reide-for the purpose of Destroying Trué™ 
anericenisn that Our Forefathers Gave there Lives For and which & 
Boys are Fighting on the Field of Battle Right now to Defend. | 
, DEFERRED RECORDING 
> aANVINTI Tee 
For the Best Intrest of America and Libeftyléhd W2ecdnh and For 
The Protection of Our Boys who are to day Fighting and Dieing on 
the field of Battle so' that America may always be A the Land of 
the Free. I ask You to put this Man Smith off the Air.and put—hir 
Where he Belongs in some Unamerican Prison Csmp.in My own Mind - 
I think this Man Smith is A Traitor and an Allie of the enemles 


j true Anericanism and Democracye 















Yours For Supr¢me 

- For The Armies ofthtan 

=) and there Allies ig § . 
and Shall Hot Ever ¢ fo 


; . . si" gee ee ey S. 7 . ei : 
a wk Eee oe es ; pes * 
Lot é ee < aS Be > had 
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meh aes a bigger 
redicted 


7 at ae tions made against 


Geanatawl Woertinea arase the maalide 
CAASE SF UBLILS FFE GLE pi Sit 


to acts which would cause a 
sweeping revulsion against Amer-|. 
fean Jewry, the hewspaper said. 
:] “Why do they fear Father?” 
‘| Werd was quoted as aaying. “He's 
‘| been silent for two years. He 
‘| hasn’t written, or spoken on the 
radio. They’re afraid of what 
hel! divulge, I tell you.” 

Ward's service as editor of 


: Social’ Justice. er ended in June, 1940. 
} Dies in Statiorr—*——a08 


Tieath rama te him euddanty in 


bal A/VGEA CRED BL AAAEEA ALAS s yy BEE 
a railroad’ station. Funeral 
' | arrangements for him were not 
' | complete Tuesday. 
Meanwhile, Gerald L. K. Smith, 
“|national chairman of the Com- 
mittee of 1,000,000, announced 
that he wouid speak mneey night]: 
the subject: 
“Will we permit the Reds to jail 
ther Coughlin?” 
. mith’s speech will be In the 
cabees eee auditorium. | 


a ee 


T, > 


@ 


-— he 





getebpeacd 


eee 


—a- 


= - a . . 
=e = 2 





ae 
; ( | ; 
| . be Pan if 4 :. 


Han te 






INEORREATION 


\ 
WERE is WycLASSiALD a oe 
2|7ts BY st ae 


DATL—2} 


wr. To lseR gh ie a8 
wr. E- 4. Tamm 







wr. Roses 
wr. Tree? 






\ rg FA gat avout TI eal 
wr. Carse8_— ste ec earth? wt nt weal ut 
\ ‘ ‘ —a—— a ntl 
wr. cofttey eee ee pene 


Wr. Hendes 
Wr. Potlemss_———— 
Mr. weGQuire__—— 


‘ # a” gr 
tr | MALS Cy ik 
rae die ce ee 


Wr. Quinn Tamm a 





wr. Neate 
sat gs Gandy eee 








AL FOP TON COXT'NE 
Cyt $0 TAAL AORETIE 
re i es Uoh tS VsC200 





ans 


\y 
EET LDR era Ach tl bib Hut 7 


eat ¢ | / ; : ; ‘ 7 FS ‘N 
pes Yo fo 
- are £4 eae 
ss apd & 4 UT : 
vaio 


t 
r me & * 
; ne : 
re 
, . 
9 
ra ~ 


eee : 
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 


MAILED 13 
% JUN 171992 Py, 


FEDERAL BUREAU oF INVESTIGATION 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 










N 


NO 
1 en 2 2°42 


i: £2 RECD 


\. ‘ 
NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY, INC. 
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DS RCA BUILDING « RADIO CITY 
WEW YORK, N. Y. 


BI w June 5 1942 





Mr J Edgar Hoover : 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, DC 
Dear Mr Hoover: 
Your letter and memo regarding Gereld 
© 
LK Smith has been received and will be treated 


confidentially. Many thanks. 


Sincerely yours 


a Lb 7i— | 


AUL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
EERE (CUS ASSIFIED 
DATE _a/a/es Bist-2827 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation eit 
Mnited States Department of Fustice | tr, Wickets 


Washington, A. C. a 





June 4; 1942 Mr, Cottey 
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\/ OR UM FOR MR. M DD ep Me. McGuire 


Call: 9:10 a.m. 
Dictated: 10:20 a.m. 


Re: Gerald L. K. Smith; | te. Guten Tam, 
Sedition Tele, Moen 
Mr, Heme 
Miles Seakm 





ae 


pace 
Number One Man Boyd of the Detroit Office was con- a 
tacted while he was in touch with the Bureau concerning other vox 
matters and was questioned concerning the duplication of symbols 
used by the Detroit Office for the technical surveillance on 
Smith. Mr. Boyd had reported the symbols would b7 p 


a .. 
< 
: 












be used for this surveillance but on the el 
1942 SA of the Detroit Office advised Supervisor 
that sym ould be used to designate this surve ce. bIL 


ACTION: After checking the records of his office, 
Mr. Boyd stated that symbols should be dis- bID 
regarded and that symbol ) serve as the designation in 


this instance. 









Respectfully, 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation er 


; United States Department of Justice | 
Detroit = Michigan Heri aches 128: 
June 6, 1942 i ee 


ee 


Bb? 


Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Washington, D. C. 


0 ‘ 
Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
INTERNAL SECURITY - SeditionirREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ~. 
DATE____ ML elG>_ BY SPL Aa pS. 
Dear Sir: ana 433 


This will confirm telephone conversation between ss 
Special Agent (A) Milton J. Boyd and on June 6, p72 
1942, at 2:30 P.M. 
~] 






2 Pen, be 
yd the . Ke ad given out a press release to be )»7% 
made public after six P.M. June 7, 1942. The press release con= 

sisted of a letter to Attorney General BIDDLE, advising BIDDLE 

that SMITH had learned of a plot by which certain people were 

going to plant ammunition and firearms in the homes of SMITH's 
followers and then tip off the Federal Bureau of Investiga 

that they would then be raided and SMITH discredited. cama: 
said that SMITH claimed he got this information from Mr. o 
the American Mercury Magazine, New York City, New York. Beside 
the letter to Attorney General BIDDLE which was dated June 5, 1942, | 
SMITH also released his radio speech which was to be delivered 


over radio station "JR, Detroit, Michigan, on June 7, 1942. A 
photostatic copy of the letter as well as a photostatic copy of 
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- Following information was et Yc bi a 
fe whose, identity is know to the Byreau. ,, “ew fe a 
ie eG, i TX cngel Qe oy fo 7A c 
F HU 1 telephoned Baran ECA ager for <A Gi. 

GERALD L. Mec SMTE, who told him that he, LUCKER, had da dd 
/ gall frék ar isiion, from the Justice Department named 8 le be 
and he wan ST to SMITH about it. HUBERT LUCKER told 90 oyu., 








Y SMITH that of the Justice Department called again, -—"— 












; ~” [ but did not say what he wanted to speak to him about} LUCKER “% 
: - ‘- verified the telephone number by calling Randolph : yo sal 
? se ‘/ ascertaining that that was the telephone number of the Detroit TBeas ox aa 
‘s Eyeld Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. SMITE ast a 6 We 
(. 7|v. 








OF Copres~pestkoven 
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83-O67F-43-1964— 
sen ee yi7 


: . Letter to the Director June 6, 1942 


vised LUCKER not to respond to the telephone call and to wait 

until he received an official letter requesting an interview 

with LUCKER or else a subpena. SMITH said he had other things 

to talk with LUCKER about, and inasmch as LUCKER was suffering 

from a severe cold and after effects of drunkenness (which re- 

sulted in arrest by Grosse Pointe Fark, Michigan, Police Depart— 
4 LUCKER's home. LUCKER suggested to SMITH 


st e Department of Justice 
also told SMITH that a mam 
wanted him to call. Inasmch as Le 


he wanted to ask SMITH 
about it first. SMITH advised to ignore the telephone 
call and to wait until he got an official letter from the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation or else a subpena inasmich as he feared 
it might be someone improperly trying to gain information. 

SMITH arranged an appointment with HARRY BENNETT of the Ford 
Motor Company for the afternoon of June 3, 1942 at BENNETT's 

of fice. 










b7e 





On June 2, 1942, according to 
we SMITH received a telegram from WILLIAM HUIE, Associate 
tor of the American Mercury Magazine in New York City and a 
friend of GEORGE ZISUCOSKI of the New York Sun. According to the 
telegram, HUIE wanted SMITH to telephone him to make an appoint—- 

ment since HUIE expected to come to Detroit. On June 3, 1942, 
SMITH advised his manager, DOMAN, that HUIE was coming to Detroit 
on June 4, 1942, and that DOMAN should find out where HUIE was 
staying and to be nice to him but not "to alobber all over him". 


On June 4, 1942, SMITH telephoned f the 
, Ford Motor Company. SMITH told that he Me 

a friend in New York City, an editor of a magazine and an 
important fellow who called up a number of organizations, in- 
cluding Burkhead's Organization, and told them that he was going 
to write an article about GERALD SMITH if they had any material. 
BURKHEAD got chunmy with this New York editor (HUIE) and told him ---- -- 
that within the next ten days, machine guns, mmitions, and other 
sich materials would be placed in picked homes in Detroit, that 
tips would then be made to the Federal Burem of Investigation 
who would raid these homes, The owners of the homes which were 
raided would then say that they were associated with GERALD L. K. 
SMITH, members of the Committee of One Million, great admirers of 
CHARLES LINDBERGH, etcetera. By this way the Jewa hoped to 
demonstrate that SMITH was head of an underground revolutionary L7 ae 
conspiracy. SMITH asked if he knew anything about such 











Letter to the Director June 6, 1942 


—-- #2 t_ ee ee _ 


& plot. GD naid he did not; however, that everything was being 

done against the National Workers' League. In fact there was a 
Grand Jury investigation going on right now in Detroit under an 
attorney from the Criminal Division of the Department of Justice. 

+012 SMITH that he understood that 


“ereceived orders from New York "to get the Na 

League and SMITH too". SMITH said that wa ne, would be a 

dandy one to do it, bu said tha ul do it himself 
r 


because he always got o ople things for him. 
ee es ted was in some way re- 


suspected that 
acne causing - eect) Pr ated by the Federal 






















Bureau of Investigation. said he knew there was an investi- 

gation in progress concer ‘ITH, but he didn't think there was 

anythine to it and that he thought it had been dropped by now. 

dvised SMITH to call HARRY BENNETT and tell him 
pilot. SMITH agreed that he would call HARRY BENNETT. 

Suggested that it was a good idea because he knew that 

was "plenty thick with BUGAS and that he could do it 

all right". SMITH thought that most of the talk concerning an 

investigation o elf was attributed to WALTER WINCHELL. 

SMITH asked 4f he had heard of wy of SMITH's friends 

being question said that he had. refused to 


4 
mention names over telephone but said  - had been questione 


more than once but hadn't done any talking. 
that he should forget that he even told him t Pa. 
that "HOOVER and WINCHELL were close friends” pa " ever dy knew 
and that WINCHELL was "using HOOVER". 

SMITH telephonically contacted WILLIMDROTE in Detroit, 
Michigan again, and HUIE asked SMITH to arrange an appointment with 
HARRY BENNETT and also wanted to arrange an interview with HENRY 


FORD within the next month. HUIE said that he had already spoke 


to ARRY BENNETT's personal secretary, and SMITH 
sai a was a responsible man. SMITH and HUIE met at 
the Statler Hotel, Detroit, Michigan at 1:30 P.M. on June 5, 1942. 


On the morning of June 5, 1942, SMITH called HARRY HENNETT's 
office and explained apparently to that a friend whom 
he formerly knew in Louisiana had o om New York, that he was 
a very nice fellow and. a very important writer, and that the fellow 
brought in some very serious information concerning a plot that 
BURKHEAD is planning on SMITH and others ‘n Detroit. fie said that 


the plot involved ever was too important to talk about over 
the phone even though wanted some idea what it was 



























about so that he could pass on to Piss Gipiiagh SMITH con- 
tinued that BURKHEAD and his fellow irators in New York, 
V 
Ae 
=-3< es 





Letter to the Director June 6, 1942 


throug and others, were to plant machine guns and 
ammunit ion a number of homes in Detroit, that the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation would then be tipped off and requested to 
raid these homes. When the homes were raided, the occupante were 
supposed to say that they were followers of GERALD SMITH, HENRY 
FORD, HARRY BENNETT, FATHER COUGHLIN, and others. SMITH said that 
his informant was not the ordinary newspaperman, bit was a very 
fine type. He wouldn't dare use the name or he wuld lose him as 
a source of information. SMITH assured that this was not an 
exaggeration, nor a phony story, but that he knew it was being 
Planned. SMITH suggested that HARRY BENNETT should call JOH. BUGAS 
right away and tell him that there is a plan to use the Feder 
Bureau of Investigation as a "stooge" ani embarrass them. SMITH 
al so ested that HARRY BENNETT ought to "put somebody on this. 
queias:.--:- he was working on all of them all the time", 
urged prom on this suggestion and was assured of it. 
SMITH said that was mad because SMITH wouldn't give 
him a job and because he co ‘'t get a job at Fords, and HARRY 
RENNETT warned him about early four years ago. 
SMITH concluded by saying pook story but that HARRY 
BENNETT should take action inmediately because this was no spook 
story. . 












On the morning of June 5, 1942, HUBERT LUCK=R telephoned 
SMITH and said that he had previously stalled off the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation Agent and refused to contact him, but that 
they finally came to see him at his home and asked him about the 
paper and where the money came from,and that he had said that they 
could find this out from anybody and that he had answered all 
questions in generalities. He stated that he was also asked if 
he were still president and that he replied that he su 
(It should _be stated haethat, with my consent, icon ll 
and interviewed LUCKER exclusively about the "Free 
Roma movement and made no reference st all to GERALD SMITH 
or anything pertaining to his organization). SMITH advised LUCKFR 
that the Federal Bureau of Investigation had also questioned one 
of his printers. SMITH then told LUCK=R about HUIE, the magazine 
editor from New York who had been collecting information in order 
to write an article about SMITH and that he had interviewed several 
of SMITH's enemies and one of them who is also an éditor and 
friendly with BURKHEAD, told him that within the next ten days 
a plot would be carried out whereby guns and ammunition would be 
planted in the homes of various people about town by the Jews, 
and that the Federal Bureau of Investigation would then be called 
upon to make raids and it would be publicly announced that the 
parties arrested were friends of GERALD SMITH, and that he was 
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sponsoring some kind of underground revolution. SMITH advised 
LUCKER to keep his basement locked so that nothing could be 


throw when he wasn't there, SMITH informed LUCK=R 
that bel Loved STn= a hand in all of this 
plot. ad called thelr mitual friend who was "not very 


tall" (undoubtedly HARRY BENNETT) and told him that he ought 

to get in touch with Mr. BUGAS and advise him that this plot 
was a conspiracy against HENRY FORD, CHARLES LINDBERGH, FATHER 
COUGHLIN, and all of us who have been leaders in this commnity, 


and HARRY BENNETT agreed with him. SMITH then asked LUCKER what 


kind of a looking fello was and if he was a Jew, and 
LUCKER said no and that t been very nice in questioning 
him and did not make any effort to embarrass him. LUCKR said 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation Agmts were attempting to 
tie in some silly gossip relative to "the king" (meaning King 
CAROL of Rumania) coming to the United States and said that he 
thought they should know all about this as it was a matter for 
the United States Government for whom he hoped the Agents were 
still working. LUCKER said that he had the Agents right in a 
corner in this. SMITH said that this was worke 
LUCKER then said that he asked them outri ey had spoken 
co TA «25: these matters, suggesting that he knew 
a lo u m and that one of the Agents had said, "You mean 
the investigator working for DIES?" LUCKER had then asked if 
he did wrk for DIES and was told that as a matter of fact he 
did not, but merely did wrk for him whe wanted some done in 
Detroit. SMITH then told LUCKER cnet Dons works for 
the Jews, the Anti~Fascist League, an a y gave DIES all 
that stuff. SMITH said the Federal Bureau of Investigation hates 
the Dies Committee anyway. LUCKER then said that this chap, 
referring to was all right but what he did do about 
seeing other people, he could not say, and that he had tried to 
appear evasive so that LUCKER would not get the full drift of 
what they were driving at. SMITH suggested that they would try 
to get information from LUCKER's "little Greek preacher friend" 
and he said that they had already about four days ago, and that 
the preacher had not called him. 













In the evening of June 5, 1942, SMITH attempted to 


call HUIE in Room 835 at the Book. Hotel, Detroit, Michigan, 
but was unsuccessful. When later contacted 
Mr, SMITH telephonically, he was told the details of the guns ad 


2 
were = Soe 5 


ammunition plot stary. 






L ae, 


Letter to the Director June 6, 1942 


Please be assured we will promptly receive advice as 
to any further developments in this matter. 


Very truly yours, 


— 


Special Agent in Charge 
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—— 0°COCi<“‘té‘éiS MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORIEY \ RE ae: (ile cee 
Mo GeL0-42 re a oe ee 
pie g 43818 ee. 4 i = ‘ Aa Be See “ey, a re ieee - : 
yee ES Pe It has been dete t Gerald L. £. Gaith, Detroit, Michigan, 
ae _ - @elivered a radio adéress over the facilities af a Detroit broadcasting — 


station on the evening ef June 7, 1942. Prior te this date, the Detroit 
Field Office of this Bureau eame into possession of a copy of the radio 
script which Sith contesplated delivering om June 7, 1942. - 


The prepared contemplated speech ef Smith, a copy of which is 
- @nelosed herewith, pertains to an alleged plot whereby his enenies intend 
0 plant damaying exhibits such as guns and ameunition in eertain homes in . 
a Detroit. According to this conteaplated speech, after the exhibits have _ 
: '” been planted, the authorities of the Government sre to raid the hoses and 
the owners of the preuises raided would say that they ere supporters of 
Gerald L. K. Smith, and that this is s part of the Gerald L. K. Saith plan. 


There is also enclosed herewith for your information a typeeritten 
cosy of a letter prepared b; Smith directed to you, which he contesplated 
sendin, on June 5, 1942. It is reported that a copy of this letter was given 
to a representative of the press at Detroit, Kichigan, in the fora of a press 
release, but it was not to be released before 6:00 P.., June 7, 1942. 


: I wish to advise that this Burean has no information concerning 
this alleged plot. It is noted that Smith is presently under investigation 
~ by this Bureau to determine if he is engaged in the violation of any statute 
3 within the investigative jurisdiction of this Bureau, and it is possible 
a ae that you may desire to entertain prosecution against him in the future. 

Ces Will you kindly advise me if you desire to have Saith interviewed concerning | 
meet the plot to which he refers, Since such an interview might deter hia from 
pla" paking statenents relative to this plot in the event his allegations are 
J te, Sotsen Without foundstion, it is suggested that the possibility of future prosecutive 
wt aten ection against hin should be sonsidered in deteraining whether or not be. 
y-omm' should be questioned at the present tine relative to this plot. i: |. - = t 
mo RN en ea ygetted So ede," 
s “the. tata Me ee a ; aa ey i Faspectfully, a ee ee ae 
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7 Federal Burean of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 


Detroit, Michigan 
June 11, 1942 


hw Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


{) 
Re: GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, 
aka GERALD L. K. SMITH; 
THES COMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION; 
INTERNAL SECURITY - SEDITION 








Dear Sir: 






Reference is mde to the report Sf Special Agent 


/ eo dated June 11, 1942,~-in the above~ . 

1 priced matter, wiich states that copies of the radio 

speeches of sub je ct and stenographic transcripts of subject's — - 
meeting held May 12, 1942, and the May, 1942 iesue of "The , 


Cross and the Flag" are peing forwarded to the Bureau under 
separate cover. 


The above-mentioned items are being forwarded to 
the Bureau under separate covers 


ry truly yours, 
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The Criminal Division is in receipt of a letter dated June 5, 
1942, from Gerald iL. k. Smith, addressed to the Attorney General, 
with reference to an alleged plot to embarrass ana ruin Lr. Smith. 
Two pnotostatic copies of Lr. Smith's letter and a Copy of a letter 
Gated June 12, 1942, from the Criminal Division to ir. Smith are 
transmitted herewith for your information. 


Respectfully, 


pn LeLET Set gh 


WADELL BERS, 
Assistant Attorney General. 
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< Dear ir. Saiths ee or Ye ae 2 ee. 


Phas WL acknowledge receipt ef your letter to the. . 
. ‘Attorney General dated June § 1942, concerning an alleged =. 
ah oe  plet by certain unnaed indi vals in Detroit and New York ~ 
“e + gtty te fia responsibility oa you for certain exbibite which =; 
ome you state will be *planted® in the Detroit ares. re 


e If you will make available to the Departaent the nanes 


2 . 
ef your informant anc the other individusle gaid to be involved, 
as well as ether infersstion in your possession bearing on this 
reported plot, the Departaent will ef course be glad to consider 
any ection warranted by the fecteo- = ot 5 abe 
: ; Reapectfully, - 
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27> GREICE Os. 
Headguarters: POST OFFICE BOX 459 Detroit. ORCHARD 


June Dy, 19h2 \ YUN.g 


The Hon. Francis J. Biddle 
Attorney General of the United States 
Washington, D. C. 


‘Dear Mr. Biddle: 


A wery responsible editor of a very important magazine 
visited me this week with this report. A certain organization 
in New York City has planned to plant damaging exhibits, such 
ge munitions and so forth in certain homes in Detroit and in 
the area of my influence. 


When the exhibits are properly placed, my informer tells . 
me that the scheme is to call the Department of Justice, stimu- 
late a raid, and when the raid has been consummated the theory 
is that some of the individuals raided will ‘attempt to fix the 

_ Peeponeten sity on me. 


. The plot is a cold-blooded frameup, designed to embarrass 
me and ruin me, if possible. 


I am writing this letter to you to advise you that this 
scheme is being planned by individuals in New York City in 
cooperation with Detroit individuals in violation of the laws 
against a conspiracy. I, therefore, call on you, as attorney 
general of the United States, to give me protection against 
these plotters. 


An immediate reply is desired. 
RECEIVED Sincerely, 


: JUN 9 1942 
CRIMINAL DIVISION 


shes 
as 
Be. 
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Period 
5/22-28/h2 


motte take 
DsaHOIT, 





AICHIG-.N 





Cherseter 





Title 
2 | 
TRULD LYL.N KENNSTH SMITH, “lso known <s INTERNAL SECURITY 
GGRLD L. KS St:ITH; SSDITION 


TAD COL.ITT OOF ONE TULION 





ynopsis of Facts: Subject in radio speeches cdaitied 
by recoding fan mail that orocadessts 
over radio station “WR reach members 
of the smaed forces ond slso nations 
defense workers, Copies of radio 
speeches submitted to Buresu. Subject 
works in collaborztion with H:RiY 
BSIriaTT, of Ford Uotor Coupsny; 
Gar..LD IT: WROD, “Yichite, Kansas; 
“rs, ELIZ.ROTESBILLING, of Chicago, 

& Tllinois; snd certzin monburs of 


w | 


Congress. Subject obtcinud free office 
ost space in Industrial Netionsl Bank Build- 


Se = <i) 1.4 ing, Detroit, iiichigan, ond h2s been 
ape fe g mointvined by contributions from promi~ 
we ‘ nont industrizlists, Subdjuct believed 


a eh ee eA formerly to hove negotizted with Germen 
¥ - cae oli “| got Emb=ssy. Subject perticipsted in NPecce 
ee pe Comittee," urging isolstion,in 1940 ana 
™ eo? 1941, in collaboration with Reverend 










ae CHARLSS ECOUGHLIN, americ: First Com- 
ee) ee mittoe, No Foreign Vcr Comittee, and 
Ce “others of United St2tes of smcric.., 
DATE: 10/447 ze ~P- 
f Du flicnte Cop Be eae cy Z 
ai “Lf. Serle . oe Ltt 
ee yore es ro, Se e Loe 


Report of Speci- a 2 cont 
—_ d-ted sy 23, 1942, xt Detroit, 
mLChig—N. ALL INFORMATION ou 


HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED . 


F] YY 4 
Date —alals2-— BY Bs 





(5: are Shi ris: Ee . Dis 
bea ua [CEE PITT 3 [oe 
a “5 e as ‘ - ie Ortoons iM {1 ox _ Sot 
f % - Chic-go om Now York ” se 0228 “ a° 

; ~ ole as City 2 - Detroit SECE BAN 

- Cyei ene COPIES DSTROY EDI ‘ ) Dea tceiee 
Oe « Rae: ae 4 ri i 8 ages 3 1964 a 
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DeT..ILS: at Detroit, iichipan: pTY 





whose identity is knowm to the 
Baresu, cdvised thru subjuct is msintaining contact with the following 


i:dividusls: 

Sup :rior AGG: 
Sen.tor ROSY ROTNEYNOLDS, Meshineton, D. 0.3 bP: - 
Dr. GauLd B. “INROD, “Aenit., Krnscs; 
Le Moet, editor, news .dvertiser 
St. Louis, icssuris 
HAR VY: NETL. Ford a dtor “Gomps NY Detroit, .achiz-n; 
Cuptsin £0 SOUTH.RD, 77 “ust “i shington, core of 
Citizens Comittee, Chicago, Illinois, teleohonc 
St.ue 7983 ; 

Ny. Colonel GAOKGIW.L TNS, Flint, ichie¢esa, trlophone 
3-1323; ' 
Conrresaa n ROY “OODRUIT, ‘eshington, D. C.; 
Chicsco, t-llansss; © 
uPs, SLT 4.38it DIILING, tolenhone .ndover 4000, 





MEY, United ciothrs of .mericc, 
343 . se pode, Sievelsnd, Onios 
Congresam: OLAROTIOPR: 2 
Dr. LawwNS ION, Pontiac, ichigsn. 


. review of the files of the Detroit Field Office revealed 
the following inform: ticn concerning subject: 





















Lrcets the octivities or tne .10 
CTC EN EAC at, for Father COUGHLIN tnd GORALD L. K. GAITH. She 20 
cliss sittes uot <, B, LOOK. GR., 1702 Industrisl Baal. Building, wno is b 


pencreliy knaen ts IVES vOOK, JR., and whose fether owns the EBook Building pv 
Ain Netruit, strtcd chat wo15 funsacing GERALD IL. K. SEITH, and th:t he set 

in the Tonuetric. ban’ Ruilding snd active otes his work. 

pave this jatornit cn to Specixl agent ne it is filed 
tenub file 65-613, entitled, "NSUTR.L. WOTYER! 






OF ana 2) Gee c 


i 
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.lso Detroit file 100-0-726 consists of an 8 prge pamphict 
Astec Januzry 7, 1941, entitled, "As “le See It, Defend Our Country First and 
_dwoys." The context of the paiphlet is purely isolntionist ond non~-interven- 
tionist; and is signed by .LFRID P. .D~°0, 11712 Ocxlend venue, Detroit, 
~ithigon, and undersignud by the "Punce Committce," consisting of GZt..LD L. 

le SLITH, ationsl Chsinasn of Committee of One Lillion, Detroit, cichigsn; 
tars of United States of .meric2, 535 Book Building, Detroit, :Achiesan; 
VorwTs :.RSH.L, Chairman of No Foreign War Camiuittee, 515 Lexington :venuc, 

“ew York City; ROBERT ‘fOOD, Chaimmcn of .mcrica First Comittec, 806 Board 

of Trade Building, Chicago, Illinois; cond Reverend CH RLIS 2, COUGLIN, Ryo 21 
O24, iiichigcn. 












then SSITH left New York City and came to Detroit vis 


Ohio, on his grrival in Detrzit, wes introduced to hin by 
of the Netiscnsl iietal Trades .ssociation. cay soid he was 

9 mect SLOTH, because he had had seversl inquiries “Bout S.AITH frou 
> Detroit Citizens Comittee for Industriczl Relations and 
Detroit Board of Commerce . scid he wos imnediztely 
interested in find t wort SLITH'S purpose wes in coming to Detroit. 
SITE knew but ll previous investigstions_on the Comwunist activity 
end iumedi:tely offered him < job as i:vestig-tor, cid that there 
"LS no written contract 2nd thet the enmlozyment wis not on Any permunent 


busis, He szid he 2¢cepted the offer becuse he wos attracted by SITH'S 
perscnsl utgnetisn, said thit soon he brought ia JON wWINDaIt..4 es 


SUIP'S manager snd ADWall ll! later brought in his psrtner HUBIRT QUCKiR ns 
SIT! 'S geterc.l mancger,. 
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SITY tle he wanted t» hive 2 miss meeting 
arranged in order tht he cola cet nowspsor publicity, and on tic b sis 


oi this publicity he would bs able to go t+ Clevelund ond collect sone 
homey -Tor-redis brosdetsts, ..cinss movtine wos-crroneed in Flint, .0enicon,; 
<3, the Industricl suditorivua by Coasidercble publicity Wis 






WuCelveG. Ct. tis De-tine, “nd Gur me Drvss releases erst haga “iS 
Gievcland, Ohio, wWiere he weuuecns Salone beds Fae meer ICOM wT 
of the Sepliayers «88 903,263, Culosonel LONG solicited cex.tribut: ons to 


aS Lolo age Meas ee Sem ate» lao ay te = d obvcined oney frou KULIC, of Otis Sirel 
Coan, Clevelond, Ohio; DE.SNQOLINBING TH, President of Ferfecti sa Piston 
siping, Cleveland, Ohio, ond Seven other lerding andus vrilists for s 


i Cael ame & Ra Be cen or oe sen Ehouse: nd daclicrs * be turned over to 













wo ah Oo? 






soic that he knows t nonced “VILL 2: DUDLEYYPSLLil, 
rat LD B, “DnOD, and others, scid th:t SUITA used the fourtcen 
or fifteen thousand doll fae. Wiach hevsccumlsted in this way, to nay for 
eypensus of his Cleveland brozde:sts over 2 period of thirteen or fourteen 
WCUKS « 









scid thet SCITH then told hin to obt-in some 
office pailelar in; Detroit,. acnirsn, 
sppronached of the Citizens Comittee for Industris 
nelations, CUE itG.55 BOOK, who operr:tes the Industrial Neti oneal 
Bonk Building, ond BURG235 BCOK provided free office snace for SITTH'S 
orgsnizsti-n on the twoenticth floor of the Industrisl N-tioasl Bank Building, 
at hos been previsusly noted by the writer ena S. 4TH occupies clmost the 
cubire twenticth floor of the Industrisl N-ti k Building, cltnough no 
nor 2ypezrs on the coors of his offices, wes unable to siy whether 
SVITH enjoys this enlarged office suite free of charge at the present tine, 


is svid thot Jos: 
wis inturested in Gok Sack. hs Pbolicves thet throucsh JOSIPH Pri, 


“SLL THOUS, President of the New Yors ..qvertising Club, who is; snd “hes 
ven Gipls ed for . long perisd of time, enployed by Sun Oil Cripany 2 
Wraiiy AGWS comuientctor, invited S-JTH to talk in Naw Yor City before the 
: Yo reo J.dvertising Club, explained thst he did not think LOVSLL 
10, Re he da oon: further connection with S:ITH execpt to help hin "Yorecsk the ice" 
Lr dow York ind overtone the unfavorcble reputstion which New Yorkirs had of 
TE by rotsun of hie former associntizn with HUZY LONG. 


ae... stvted that ACY L. ITWNCKEI, uditor of the 
s Sw sper, hos 2 high rmgord for & THAI a ality 2s a public 


Beluinm Pre: p- i , ae add ht ‘i 
eeeiae 7 sid thot (iy 2: the lianufecturers 


: L Qi 
. sii A ae 


office spac 








{1 Fit, President of Sun Oil Company, 








— 





era 


en 


AP. 







rE 


ats 
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and Verchonts Association, Tolcdo, Ohio, 2 forma p of fice inspector, 
gle C289 been one of SLITH'S principil contcocts, ab fact, 36 ori. 
BOE.. MN ond SuITH'S present meonager to S:- wecordéing to 

aif the Jmerican Yigilonti “oe wa 





JLin0is, his bean 2 voiusble ossocicte os SIT, while at bale 
4: have contributed any money for SLITH'S surpo vt or eoldeveed. ee for hin, he 
kro been of considernble assistance ts SITTH, by roison of ths fact thet he 
43 close to Colonel iicCORTCK, of "Chicago Tribune," ad hos 2 very complcte 
file of the Comaunist activity throughout the United Stcteus, 

stid that the Tirst mens 
rome Pg i aoe © 





iw: ontinued that jaa, ig person, wh» wight be cble 
l4ont “TTUWIO nabtariesnen 3 AOA GITEED of 





bs give 6332¢ J1gnt mM oO. Tin's 2cvivities, is ROVE ie yma y OL a whe, 
Lear iz of the book "Too uch Roosevelt," which wes distribated by 
3 ITE. snid thnt BORUNEGR wes also well acquainted with the ectivities 


of GW.bp wIvROD,. 
ae eS, 
aes related thrt 


2 -noade while in the cuiph oy of 
wt both SITY and his wife SLs 
i Tt 





on of his subsequent invesatiga- 
of New York City, he learned 
S-ITH were members of VWILLI-a' 

X PSLLEY'S Silvur Shirts, ae thet S:cITH corresponded with FELL&Y, 


r. 
"— - - = _ ee - en ees ee he W2s i oe 
i as to Palsy the Prgeress ne Wis MukhLie 
va “8 2 

\ 


“4 
oe 






h 
aa 


ue th ie ee Anns gation 
cae Wade aidy 


0A ALS Organiza 









m 
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a 
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eee a ths 
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Pad 
as :::: that he knows thot SLITH made negotiations 
with the Ford Hotar onpony anc received direet fineneiel support for his 


cufivities in combating the CIC, which was thon cttemoti 
the F. 
PJ 


Ry 
1 
we de 









av 
arin byte: tad ft “ 
a “+ a a ns ~s a 









v’*, 
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a 
We 













4oU thu Todis prograus Over reais stations eo ee 2 Oo. 
D vive of four weeks in advence, QR belicved thot under the crrange~ 
fents with thse Ford Uotar Coup nye wee ruicwcd every four weels, Hs aid 
act lo,oyw whether the Ford Motor Company wos still peyine f 

Wor radio stctinn "WR, 


Stid thay SLITH was very intincte ¥ ee i 
var chen he wis Poole consulted StITH for advic, also ssid | 


d ; an ' 
reiu OS UITH worked in very close eontret wita of Onehas i 
Se anaes: SLIZ.02%. JTLLING, of Chicago, 1D B. UEIROD, 

uo “em ba, Konsss, 


















- 





vous La ak 
? 


sa <a aes am 





_(Metroit fil. 62-1126) 


rk Ficld Office the cise 


in 
3 
he Detroit Field Office ba 






cs advise mous iniormant quoted ROBERT VITTIG as scying in« 
spect) at an americe First relly in the Redford High School cuditoriuwa in 
‘etrsit, liichizan, on .ugust 27, 1941, "that the Coriittee of Ons -ciliisun is 
Gdsing an excellent job in Detroit." ROBERT VICTIG wes executive secretary 
of the anericce First Comittce in Detrsit, Lichigin, 





he vms well acquzinted with S.LITH'S unfevorable background, heving 
known that he was e preacher somewhere in the South and collected money for 
inprovements to 2 church ene then absconded with the money. He «new also 
that SUITH wos connected with the KUZY LONG dictatorship in Louisian:, ond 
efter HUSY LONG'S death, became on agit:tor agsinst lebor organizations , 
principally in ecstern United St<tes, tei Seen) eam. to Detroit, he wos 


brought int ee fice by on a cra TESTED ond SLITH asked to 
rec owaacnd hil Mis contacts so that he could derive some financial support 


iTom thes, 


ah 


SHITH ssid thet he hac enwmwgh funces for either threc_or six 

gq’ Lrozdeasts, which would cost him $375 for each half h orogred. 
9, - suggested thet S.TITH should broadcast first, so tmot ould f out what 
ay sort of an copyal he hed, anc SUITH did so. Sol at the broadcast 
was very well received in Detroit, because it Wes a very forecfal attack on 
the influcnce of Conmuunists in locsl labor unions, it the end of his broadcast, 
SuITH requested thet his listeners send hin contributions ugn the 2e2il, 
so that he would be ensbdled to make future brosdcasts, Soic he wis well 
impressed with SJITH'S work, anc told him he would recomend him to his contacts 
saong industrislists, providce he would keep on the sane subject, attacking 
subversive activitics by Communists in the lobor unions,and not branch out into 
politics. aduitte? that he did Fucomend SUITH to his friends, but he 
said he did not know whether they evur responced to his recommcndstions by 
lending some finencicl supoort to SLITH, and he consistently denice thst he 
eVe1 svlieited funds for ST{TH or sectively collected funds, 









mes | scid thet he requested SUITH on numerous occasionsto 
uw lit. reports of his finencicl eandition, but he said SAITH aever complied 
‘lel olds reouust, He stated that SLITH'S principel incoae wes in the fom 

Lf cosh vides went inuedi:tuly tolirs. Sepmoan? thereafter nobocy else ever 
or bac Gueh exsecot. SUITH anc his vwitc. said thet GAITH has the reputa- 
ior, of Dadar a vary poor credit risk, bectuse he hos left usny of Ais 
STaMbere, cvaivet rs, one other creditors unpaid, 
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was uitble t2 say whether SJITH wos ec ae vith any 
wewdizetion except his own Crmaittes of One Hillion, ai2 thit he with- 
draw from SLITH any suvport he hod wer given hia wha erved ee S: 17H 
r 


iw) 
we shifting from his criticison of subversive activities “ta iticisrtes af the 
el | Bniu2 wv ait ig, ia Ww Pi Sores ee Se ee ee ee A a dl ww ~~ iw ee te eee Cd 


orvsent political administration. 


x oes thet he acdc uly me circet contact in behalf 

of S.cITH, and thit wos with BUNG2SS BOOK, who wis interested in S..ITH anc gave 

3. Jit tr smll offices in the Industrial Nation 1 Bank Building, rent free, 

wal: he does not kno if GLITH still enjovs the sime rent free privileges 
Welle occupying 2 mich larger suite in the Industricl Notion: 1 Bonk Building. 

Ge wes unable to explain whet BOOK'S interest wes in SCITH, unless it wos the 


foet thet S ITH ws cttacking Communists, R 
ce eit Wee a 


Cn Ceo oo! pa 


veaizmiendet 





i 
£ 






















‘id tn would not know much | 
eee Ae situstion, and he s2icd A ccecrca hever get psrid | 
tui full for his services, snic he never And cay renson t> doubt that 
5 ITH wis 2 true 100 per cent wmeriesn, but he scide he never had ony | 
ith in SITH'S business ethics, on’ hu esnsidcred hin a "ehea2p chiseler," ne 
wus very selfish cond monevemoc and would probably co onything in order to mke 
-liney. 7 

oS previwsly reported in the ruference report, the mucnagenent 
ph Ml fo ch Stctt: n Vi has subazitted to the writer stunograzhic transcriptions 
of the recordvd transeriptions by which S:ITH broedecsts, eee copies 
of these ee eerce heve Deen made, and three crmics of e2ch speech mide since 
Dec exber 7, 1941, are being oe to the Burem uncer seperate cover, It 
siould be noted th:t S.IT did not speck on Sundsy, Decaaber 7, 1941, becouse of 


fixe en eisl nowe nreennne ae were carried on that day. The portions of these 
we he Lae tal at Wel de | ole eee Fee tr * WE et weg awe = 


wecily speeches, which may be relevent to tais investigation, are pointed out 
as follows: 


Deceriber 14, 1942° "I ao: sorry thet the .merica First Comuttec-hes-ttsbenccd, 
Tt wes my opinion tnet ther shoule heve transformed their organization iume- 
dietely ints a great ccucational and orale building necaanism for the purpose 
of uniting -muerica for victory, Any of the america First pvoplc, wis would 
ike to attach themselves to the Cumittee of One 3lLion in oreer tact they 
may be associated with ts in this crusade for victory Cnt thts samsaim for the 
oruservatiwn of america, we invite you to write in tor or Loteratere ond our 
nev bulletins, which are beiag issuvc in the light of wr now slogeny; nuicly, 
Yarerien Unite for Victory." 
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Jonuary 4, 1942 

"This is 2 solemn hour, this is « micnight hour, The blood 
of our ssns is beginning to flow on the pcrttlefield in defense of the stars 
on? sStrines..s. 


wien lost lugs st Pecrl H*rbor, They sre losing cyes snd coms 
“s well 2s lives in the juncles of Luxon tonight. I overheard ao min todsy 
comlaining cbout his fs:d in 2 restaurent. Others are csmplsining about 
th: lack of golf bells. One man sounced like he was ready to start a revolu=- 
tion because he lacked 2 spare tire, How ridicul-us these little soft caaplaints 
sound when we think of the boys whe heve lost their corms, their legs, thrir 
vyes, their bolics cefending us agcinst ricrcilvus assaults," 


This brosdezst was heard by members of the amed forces of 
the Unitec States as wes ccuitted by S ITH in his next Sundsy's edcress, 
Jznusmr ll, 1942 

"TJ wish I could rest yu so few of the thousands of letters 
I have receivec within the pest few devs, For instance, - here's one fron 
2 young svlfier ct Selfritge Ficl¢c, the Deportiucnt of the Quartermaster, who 
says: ‘ir, Smith: I went < victurs of tho facu of Christ t> ning over ny 
bunk. I listen to every broofeanst. The entire personnel of our barracks 
thank ywu for your address of dJanucry 4th, - sincerely RKC" 






iiliteary Intelligence 

Divisisn, Selfricre Ficic, -tichiesn, was telvphonicsLly contacts) on uy 27, be 
1942, in orver t. aseertcin the igentity of "RK." yobs Ika 

that he thought it woulc be possible ts cscertrin the ltontity of "tn." without 
too grect 2ifficulty, oni thet he woulc report his findings to the writer, 







Jenucry 18, 1942 


"This is one of the most impressive wablensI have ever looked 
at. “sen will wont to weor this cmblem to work. liothers will went to wecr it 
in the home, Chil@ren will want to wesr it to school, Ssldiers will went to 
pin this emblem in thcir wollcts or wherever it con De laced in c onfsrnity 
vith aravy rejyulcticns,. 


Now to all th:t write to ne 2 letter »xostmarked not later 
than January 22, I will not only send you this beautiful emblen., but J wilt 
send you 4 minature copy of the artist's conception of the face of Jesus, 
Tnis minature picture is esvecially designed for those vho carry vallets,. 


wee eee oy 
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Iv can be inserted in a soldier's purse, it can be kept among the precious 
ane private possessions of any individuail,... 


NTf you have a soldier or a young man in your faxly woo may 
become 2 soldier, this picture of the beloved Christ may some day become his 
most precious and conforting possession." 


my 


® 


The above a 
thet S.TTH'S radio addresses are 
of the United Stctes, 


atio 


ons are § a 
esigned to nec 


ie 


ch members of the 


et forth merely €@s en Lo 
in forces 


indice 
ar 


Pu 


Februsr h,. 1Sh2 


"Ten million .merican boys are willing to face, if need be, the 
seme cross which this boy faced, in the years thet arc chead, Every .merican 
bey, wietacr he be your brother, sweetheart, or son who is shot out of the sky, 


or sent to the bev ton of the ocean, will leave behind from one to 2 nundred 
plecding heoeee. 
serch 1. 19b2 


"One hundred thousznd boys were ccptured by the Japanese at 
Singspore. Thess one hundred thouscnd eae australian, Conadisn, american 
boys wall now be consignee to prison labor, .. disnpttch crme out of woshington 


today revealing that the mecnonics “nd woricien ond soldiers captured at Guom 
anaoie«t Vsten Telanr hewn 4K, aAeet ened ter Desiean T-har in Jeonan TRair trek 
BiiG ab NWOAG Tslond Zan vo decn PO Re Wl BY La dvoeil Lows wid ied eee aisles Woe 
is to reclein swonp lands and untiilabie soil.... 


'T..e recent disturbance in Los sngeles is stili 2 mystery. 
Our Secretsry of Wear insists that fifteen uniduntified plones flew over the 
city ~nd mentcced it for more than an hour, The Secr tary of “Icr is now 
cuspicious that these planes werc enemy plancs based within the borders of 
the United States, 

"Tie stesmship 'Lefayette!, fommerly the Normeandic, Larce 
crougn to transport from ten to twelve t thousend soldiers, mysteriously burned 
in Mow York Harbor, Right while our Presidert spoke lest linndsy night on 
enemy vessel fired on our “est Coast, 


"These shockinz reports cdded to = long line of (iilitary de=- 
{cats by the United Nrtions on forcismn posse tae weer ci ths morss1€ of 2 
frest neconle. Added to these prodlers ere the fecre and ax -~encusiais of 
sixtcen million mothers-~prouc te give tneir sons in cefins. o7 tr overs ; 
an@ Stripes wut nevertheless heovy hearteé at the thorsh. os bechoe dupovoure,! 


-~D- 
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Moreh 29, 1942 
In this redio address SUOTH edmitted that nis cudimeces 
included nztion2zl d:fense workurs onc tome members of the armed forces, 


avril 5, 1942 


"the blach cloud of pagan tyranny has fallen over Europe, 
It is :precd by cll cxvert observers thot within 2 few pele end ct most 2 
fiw weelts, flood rivers of humen blood will flow on the Sauropean battle fields, 
It is ssswaed that ct lesst 5,000,000 men will be ee eraeee betwen now and 
September 1. any of them Juncricans," 


It should be added at this point that pursuant to tits radio 
address, the Detroit Field Office received an csnonymous commnicction entiticd, 
Ls oa ib | Column Propaganda," cad refvrring to this last quoted stcterent and 
comacnting "Hot: co you suppose wy wife end I felt, wits our bor in the omy 
snd the rest of ths mothers who heard it? Tis mon! s name wos GOULD K. SMITH, 
and if you don't think this ic purely o ecse of un-imerican and Fifth Column 
oetivity, T believe he should be investi:sted by the Federal Buresu of Investi- 
potion, which I think he wili." 


april 12, 1942 


"imerice has never faced < darker hour than she faces today, 
No human wisdom evailable is yvowerful cnough to direct our course in this 
cork hour. 36,000 /meric:n soldiers heave been trapped by the memy in the 
PLilivonines. it is as:umsd th:t of these 35,090 men, those who do nowt die 
fron the erfects of thcir wounds and tne tronical pestilences, which they have 


yeen suiforing due tc & long period of privction, wili be token prisoner for 
whe ‘Guretion of the war, 


KL a 


"Ths Chicago Tribune for Friday, april 10, says, ‘The nerd 
tputh is thot never before in the history of cur country has so lerge o force 
wifer our flzg been crushed cnd ceptured,!" 


an ay Pisy pares feed 


"If the Jmerican deople ars unctle to et birce s ror thel 

ears, we may lose this wor, if om méking 1 thoroveh strar cot this mboer 
situation and I sm convinced that toe rudder trict = oes nav for the 
secreity of miocr in americc, and thit if we wonld taboo thts rabbi: progrom 
my oof the hands of the burcsucrets, toe seacuaniie b Vices Lh tie Supe? 
Tmis* 2nd tum it over to some outsbanding aud urteJlieunt acclour cake ur. 
Honry Ford--we coule have tires ty New ae or not Ister than noyt faster, 
sid Z hive exprert evidence to support whet I cm soaring 


— Vy Ciel 
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'Before Decumber 7 the people in our Committee were ‘nom as 
Lecletuorists, There: ts:& apes o1 in “ashington muons certcin political 
bureruersts to persecute and harass, sams eyed ieee be to imprison and silence, 
whOSe OL da 2e Gorse to. Litt. tic Be tiLe- ery, “americs First an Peces ond War," 


oy 19, 1942 


"But, we eeree with curtain Congrussmea woo protested lost week 
ngcinst the ides cf be, ting men who hove never served a doy in the amy; » or 
Eee Wavir, OF the hovites, ond 1 vecno eyetiar Stik. or trleat, and melking them - 
mich officers and giving them commissisns sucn us colonels, majors tnd genorcis, 


merely becnuse they have noliticel pull," 
Hoy 15, 1942 


"In, order to win the wor, we must hiv. morele, notionsl unity 
Lid a tien. le-OSanet ta at without. sussr = we eénnst san it-vaithout 
ersiling = and we cannot win it without automobiles tircs end automobiles, 


"Today, we aves ¢ ee probleaz, & ruboer problem, a gasoline 
orodleun - and we are told thit these oroblems tre merely hints of nore 
SYoo) cas 25. Conicees. 


"The first question, thercfore, is = thy is it a criminal 
uffense to buy five pounds t20 imeh suger when the Government is paying the 
ferner $40 pur acre notto grow sugar?" 

as praviously strted in refurcnce revort, stenographic 
eranscerints were made of the GIRULD L. K. SITY meeting on ay 12, 1942, and 
five photographie conies are being forwarded to the Burcou under separste 
cover, Thc Moy, 1942 issue of "The Cross anc the Flag," founded by GURALD L. 
XK. Su ITH, is being forwarded to the Bureau uncer senercte cover, 
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= : CC-287 Mr. Tolson 


Mr. E.A. Tamm _(” 
t : ) i Mr. Clegg 


ederal Bisreau of Hrwestigation * / "ee? Maen 
Rnited States Aepartment of Justice ‘Mr. Nichols 


Mr. Rosen 
Washington, B. €. Mr. Tracy 


June 6, 1912 Mr. Carson 
Mr. Coffey 
Mr. Hendon 


Mr. Holioman__ 
Mr. McGuire 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. LADD Mr. Quinn Tamm__ 
Mr. Harbo_ 


Tele. Room 
Agent M. J. Boyd called from betaait to advise relative to a matter wy. Nease 


in which he believed the Bureau would be interested. Miss Beahm 
jss Gandy 





———— 





































brought to Boyd a press release which was 

§ mo y Gerald L. Ki/’Smith and a copy of a letter which he has 
sent to fhe Attorney General dated June 5, 192, which letter reads as 
follows: 


se 
- “Dear Mr. Biddle: 


Concerning a responsible editor of a very important magasine 
who visited me this week with this report. A certain organi- 
zation in NYC has planned to plant damaging exhibits such as 
munitions etc. in certain homes in Detroit and in the area of 
my influence when the exhibits are placed, my informant tells 
me, that the scheme is to call the Department of Justice , 
stimulate a raid and when the raid has been consummated the 
theory is then some of the individuals raided will attempt to 
fix the responsibility on me, The plot is 4 cold blooded frame- 
up designed to embarrass me and ruin me, if possible. I am 
writing this letter to you to advise you that this case is be- 


ing planned by individuals in NYC in cooperation with Detroit vA 
individuals in violation of the laws against conspiracy. I hae 
therefore call on you as the Attorney General of the United / 


States to give me protection against these plotters. An in- 


mediate reply is desired. RECORDE Cree 3&/ ‘eae J b 


Sincerely, 77ers, | FEDERAL ee ade il © 






rae, 





on this individual to HarryrBennett and others. 







>  4#8e also gav 
> stares = Smith ee 


LPB) AND SEAS 






a release as to bd hea enemies of Gerald L. EK. 
imi copy of a | spépeh which he is going to 


if ALECINFORMATION CONTAINED 


NDS we 
A ANN es REFEIN IS UNCLASSIFIED os 
83 OCT 13 1964 Ages? 704,433 


Memo, Mr. Ladd -2-+ 6 mba? 


give tomorrow night. Boyd advised he has to return it to a and 


I told him to get a copy of it into us air mail. AL 
bre, b” 
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 


ahh 28043 June 16, 1942 


Mr. Tracy... 
Mr. Carson .. 
Mr. Coffees __ 
Mr. Hendon . 


Mr. Kramer ._ 





‘et Mr. McGuire. 
oe Mr. Quinn Tex 
MEZORANDU.. FOR THE DIRECTOR 2 Mr. Nease._,. 
PROERAL BURSAY OF INVESTIGATION ~- _ & A Miss Gandy... 
ae “ Pee “ — Files... 
> ae t 
Re: Gerald L. K> Smith Ee oe, 
O"'Committee of One Million" ies 
sedition ze Ez 


The Criminal Division is in receipt of your memorandum 
to the Attorney General, dated June 12, 1942, with reference to 
Smith's allegations concerning a plot to embarrass and ruin hin, - 
It may be noted that the Criminal Division, by memorandum dated 
June 12, 1942, has already transmitted to you a photostatic copy 

£ Srith's letter to the Attorney General dated June 5, 1942, 
as well as a copy of the reply of the Criminal Division to Smith, 
dated June 12, 1942, relative to this matter. 


In answer to your inquiry, please be advised that it 
is the opinion of the Criminal Division that Smith should be in- 
terviewed with respect to his allegations concerning this plot. 


nespectfully, 


ALL mene ten CONTAINED 
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/ 62-43818 -95 _ ‘Jane 20, “— cgeurTON CoN AINED 


. “at, ; : ; 
eo . “eeconpun 


HEREIN 1S DNCLAS ar cen: 


| <3 
Detroit, Michigan UATE a2 as|fr 


Re: OFRALD L, x. sure 
SEDITION 


: For your information, a copy of the letter 
prepared by subject directed to the Attorney Oeneral 
and dated June 5, 1942, which copy you received from a 
representative of the press at Detroit, Michiran, and 
which you referred to the Buresu, was made available to 
the Attorney General for his information, and a request 
was made af to whether the Department was desirous of 
having Snith interviewed by this Bureau relative to this 
alleged plot. ‘ 

By memorandum d.ted June 16, 1922, etetank 
Attorney General ‘endell Berge advised, in response to 
this Bureau's nenorantum to the Attorney General, that 
{t is the opinion of the Criminal vision that Smith 
should be interviewed with ‘Fespect to his Acupeare 
concerning thia plot. . ee. 
OR 
In view of the daates of the Criminal Di vi elon ; 

that Smith be interviewed, it ie my desire that this inter 
view be conducted by two representatives of your office, ~ Co ak 
including yourself, if possible, and another experienced" ee 
agent, Under ng: circumstances should this interview be” ve a 
conducted by agents with limited field experience, and 
it is further cugcested that thie interview only relate bac oi 
subjectta erning thie plet. 


N 1 

OMMUNICATIONS SECTIO 

Very truly yours, ; 6 
hy. 


mMAILEDI2 
John Rdgar Hoover Jw 
= =/t f it 
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: June 11, 1942 
77} 

Aa “ The Honorable 

Pre SN The secretary of the Treasury 

€ Washington, D.C, 


Attention: 


My dear Mr. Secretary: 


_.I have been advised confidentially that the Treasury 
Department possesses a list of names of individuals who have con= 
tributed nore than $1,000.00 to Father Charles Fdward Coughlin, | 
Gerald L. K’Smith and others, for the years 1937, 1938 and 1939. 


aoe al + Mae re 
A a Ne. L Zé 


Mis same source states that 


is reported to have contributed &100, 000.00 
through six Secretaries, and that mary other prominent people are 


~ &lso listed as Supporting the above individuals. | ; 
The atove-nentioned list of financial contributors would | 
be of vital interest to this Puresy in connection with matters 
coming within its jurisdiction as related to the national defense. | 


ce It will be appreciated if you could Supply me with a 
copy of this list at an early date, 


Sincerely sours, 
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— Subject:  GRPALD L. K. SMITH” — ALL INFORMATION f 
Sree "HREM US UNGLASSEEED ~ 


“There are transaitted herewith for your consideration a . 
photostatic copy of the transcript of subject's speech, vig as | : 
eo at the Kaccabees Building, Detroit, Michigan, May 12, 1942, and a 
age photostatic copies of his radio addrosses delivered over Station 
SJR, Oetroit, on the following dates: 


December 14, 1941 = March 1, 1942 


Decenber 21, 1941 March 8, 1942 

December 28, 1941 Karch 15, 1942 a 

January 4, 1942 - March 22, 1942 trace ey . 
January 11, 1942 Merch 29, 1942 ~—s’ 

January 18, 1942 April 5, 1942 | 

January 25, 1942 April 12, 1942 ea v 
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February 22, 1942 Way 10, 1942 
May 16, 1942 
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Director i 
Federal Bureau of Investigation . 
Washington, D. C. 








Re: GERALD 


Dear Sir: ge 
On May 23, 1942, I terion: TT : 
my office in an attempt to convince him that it was hie dty to >7~ 


furnish me with informtion in his possession concerning GERALD b7D 
L. K. SMITH and also to ascertain-whether he actually believed that 
information was leaking out of the Detroit Field Office and getting 

to HARRY/ BENNETT of the Ford Motor Company. 





The interview lasted approximately two hours. The 
entire discussion has been cranes and,is being retained in they 


file of the Detroit Field OfficegO anad uP a Wy 2 a 
it een if 














In order that you may the: t~benefit be 
ee view as an aid in forming your own opinion } 
. \ as an informant, I am setting forth a summary oF the, a 












I cocked Sy if the renee was not pee in- 
ormation was because he feared the information. would leak out, 
replied that if he gave any information at all it 































| pp be traced back to him because peopld would know that 
z 3 a ihe only one who had it. then said that only GE L. K. fA 
o4 5S SMITH knew that he had t mpieve story. He said other irs WHO 
3 FE fe knew t ig ormation about SMITH were Special Agent Milton J. 
Sok8 |.jBoyd, e LAMB (Tolan Committee), and JOE McNULTY, pie 
moe as (jof the Criminal Division, Department of Justice. said that 
bs ke E ~ one reason why he didn't want to come to the PB, eT wo because b7” 
Ee po | of HARRY ough HARRY BENNETT did not know what information 

=<% 'Ahe had. en went into a long explanation of the relation- 










at information given to the F.B.I. or to LAMB was - 
y getting back to HARRY BENNETT or the Ford Motor Compan ough the 
3 F.B. Ie, but he thought it. migh “ae | 


JUL Mogi 2 | li Mbeke 
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said that 
meetings - 


ANB, bit that 














SMITH, an 

mation bac DIES ordered his 
o investiga ot to do anything to GERALD 

SMITH . knew some of his infor- 


mation because they 


a 
declined _ answer. 


secretes from me 


equently discussed SMITH. 





sked how I got information from LAMB and I 
aid that he was not 













a ep ‘Treason for not g info mation 
8 t it might result in the issuance of a subpena upon HENRY FORD, 
and that that was one very tender spot in the Ford Motor Companys 
admitted that SMITH must have told HARRY BENNETT that 
knew a lot about him, but he said that HARRY BENNETT had 
very 1 e regard for SMITH, because when BENNETT refused to give 
SMITH as much money as SMITH thought he should >: fi SMITH went 








directly to HENRY FORD and BENNETT resented this. also had 
very little faith in HARRY BENNETT. 


ae =: explained that from of the 
Detroit Police Department, he got the idea that was 
tales to the Ford Motor Company, specifically to RY BENNETT 
I then cio TD © many different forms whether 
ever heard tha Ormation given to the F.B,I. has 
ever gotte HARRY BENNETT or the Ford Motor Company through 
the r-0-T- Aa steadfastly refused to answer the question and 
finally told me that there was no use in as anymore because he 
just wouldn't answer it. Between refuses. M22 frequently 
that he regretted ever getting mixed up wit ITH and he would 


like to forget about the e affair and just go off to some faraway ye 
place and start all over. explained thet any é 

alts. trusted because was serving more than one master, that vA 
° 

































was working for the Dies Committee and MARTIN DIES gave him 
rs not to do anything to GERALD SMITH,! but was also 
working for the Jewish Anti-Nazi League in New Yor 
anxious to urge prosecutive action against SMITH. 
fore, was trying to make a case against SMITH so t e could tell 
the Jewish Anti-Nazi League in New York that he had performed a service 
for them and still be able to answer MARTIN DIES that he had not done 
hing against SMITH, but that the F.B.J. had made its ow case, 
also intimated that other pressure to prosecute GERALD SMITH vA 
brought by the DuPont interests because of enmity between 
DuFont and the Ford Motor Company. 






> 
Arg” 


i 





Letter to the Director June 12, 1942 ye 






GE 11: 10212: that ST of National Workers 
League might know something about the leak out of the F.B.I. Detroit 
Office because once told him that he fears only the Dies 
Commit tee becaus would always be tipped off about any action 
the F.B.I. would take. 







aid also that asked him to get six 
men place various plants, 


erred that t was 
to 
after conferring with somebody in the Feder E> azo, 


Sabotage, and turned the propo 

Illinois, said he could not arrange to help out with the "Sabotage 
plot" even for the purpose of exposing the men before any damage was 
done. 













then asked me to arrange an appointment for him 
with HARRY BENNE refused on the grounds that this would look 
like connivance. iia repeated that he had not seen BENNETT 
since June or July o » and refused to answer directly whether he 
had heard BENNETT had received information from the F.B.I. 


then ed me to go to HARR NETT and MART and a 
keep quiet. SIRI asec chat i told him that 
there eak out s olfice to HARRY BE 2 
said that he had heard in the middle of May, 1942, 
that in the case of indictment, HENRY FORD would put up a $1,000,000 
defense fund; that he also heard that HENRY/FORD was going to finance 
CHARLES LINDBERGH who was going to run for President or Vice Fresident 
1 on the Nationalist Party ticket supported by GERALD SMITH. 
chs -:-- that he would not be willing to give any information 
concem GERALD SMITH or allied Subjects since this might result in 
a@ subpena upon HENRY FORD, He feared that the same thing would happen 
to him that happened to DON MILLER (MILLER was a CIO investigator who 


disappeared six months ago and is believed to have been mrdered because 
of information which he gave out), 

















I pointed out that an 
individuals did not rest with 
States Government and consequently 
decisions. Still refus 


When I finally refuse ange an appointment for 
ae HARRY seks a said he wuld try to see 
BENNETT lf in orde e could discuss the situation 
with BENNETT. made it clear that he did not want to be 


e 
responsible :$ ee "important people" to be subpen He also 
wanted to discuss with HARRY BENNETT in which 
said he couldn't talk 


is mixed up in this whole situation 
at all until his hands were untied. He sa e was not holding out 
for money, but that it might be a different thing if I offered him a 


aQ 4 
2% Hv ge® 


to the prosecution of 

but was up to the United 
had no power to weigh such 
to give any information. 
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¥ 
BENNETT, he would give all the information he could, and then if I 
wanted to use my influence through HARRY BENNETT or somebody else [oF 


to get him a job someplace else, that would be entirely up to me. 


It is noted that in accordence ith statement, 
he was supposed to have spoken to me again on Way 29. However, up 
to the present moment, he has not come to see me; and it has been ~- —! 
impossible to contact him despite repeated efforts. 


ye 


Very truly yours, 





a? .. ye 
SS ol-1i26 
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‘ Federal Sureau of Investigation 
United States Arpartment of Justice 


Detroit - Michigan 
June 29, 1942 
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DATE DOA 433 Seen enemies. 3 
DP: ess cece 
Director OK ES/ LJOS ran ae las Reamer... 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 
mr oa ‘maaan 
o Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH eae 
af INTERNAL SECURITY - SEDITION sage 
L Dear Sir: 
Please be advised that this office has received the 
following additional information ee whose 570 
identity is known to the Bureau. 
SMITH is now sending out his literature only to those 
Persons who have made two or more contributions to him. The June '42 
issue of "The Cross And The Flag" has just been released and copies will 
be furnished to you shortly. SMITH is still using the same printer who 
is under SC for alleged Nazi sympathies. The be 
printer's name is operating as "Merchants Press." Be- 
- sides the mich publicized Post Office Box #459, Detroit, Michigan, SMITH 
¢ glso receives a small quantity of mail through Post Office Box #697 which 
; SS iis not at all publicized. SMITH is still receiving correspondence marked 
- $1 gi $Personal" from Kansas which undoubtedly is from GE r NROD at Wichita. 
a a ? 
Ho wy a June 3, 1942, SMITH after a five-hour conference 
& Ee =) ci with Mr. CH 0 ON, Vice President of the Ford Motor Company, Es 
Gels a ented to hi8 wife that he had had a fine afternoon, lunch, and they 
E E: ES) “ treated him royally at the Ford Motor Company. Mr. SMITH continues to con- 
= rb: & fer with HARRY BENNETT » Personnel Manager, Ford Motor Company, several 
eB aaN 8 weekly and SMITH and his wife are mingling socially with Mr. and Mrs. 
Ee i 18 BENNETT. Mrs. SMITH told SMITH'S manager, BERN OMAN, that if 
3 g a e \Mecessary, he would have to pay current office eyehsts with cash that was 


° bead 


‘®eceived through the mail, but she hated to Rave sto a6 2: 
\) ‘ox BS . - 
Mr. WILLEAYATE, Associate Sditor of American Mercury” 
Magazine, New York City, New York, visited Detroit and immediately got in 
touch with SMITH in accordance with a prior appointment by telegram. HUIE 
asked SMITH to arrange an interview for him with HARRY BENNETT on June 5, 
1942 and to arrange an interview with HENRY FORD some time within the 
MITH suggested that HUIE call HARRY BENNETT'S 
HUIE also told SMITH that he had interviewe 


* 1 mt, 
















prominent Jewish attorney in Detroit, Michigan) and to bre 
at he was writing an article about SMITH. HUIE told SMITH that 
PIES DESTROYED : 
oe 1WL6 — /0° 
83 OCT 13 1964 es te ee ee oh -° 
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was rather receptive and gave the impression to HUIE that if SMITH had 
referred HUIE to him, it was all right. SMITH told HUIE to ask 
in subsequent interviews whether or not the Dodge family had 
ever taken any interest in SMITH'S work. SMITH told HUIE to tel] 
that HUIE had asked SMITH if they did and SMITH had denied it. S&S 
r contacted HUIE telephonically ded that HUIE should tell 
ans that he thought very well of and that if people who pose 
as leaders of the Jewish race had as much common sense as had 
there wouldn't be any Jewish problem. 













SMITH called HARRY BENNETT'S office and spoke to 
advising him that a friend of SMITH'S whom SMITH used to know 
and Louisiana had just come from New York. SMITH described this 
fellow (HUIE) as an awfully nice fellow and a very important writer. SMITH 
stated that this fellow brought some very serious information which he had 
learned an aes York. SMITH related that BIRKHEAD (probably Reverend Dr. 

L. MMBIRKHEAD of Friends of Democracy) was planning a very serious plot. 
urged Ro get in touch immediately with HARRY BENNETT about it. 
i SMITH then gave the following information so that 
could relay it to BENNETT. BIRKHEAD and his friends planned through 
and others to plant machine guns and ammunition in the homes of 
n persons in Detroit. The conspirators were then to tip off the 
F.B.I. which would then raid the homes. After the raid the occupants 
would then say that they were followers of GERALD L. K. SMITH, HENRY FORD, 
HARRY BENNETT, Fatherw*COUGHLIN and others. Mr. SMITH then suggested that 
HARRY BENNETT should call John Bugas right away and tell Bugas that the 
Conspirators were planning to use him as a stooge. SMITH also suggested 
t — 















ies Ford Motor Company) ought to put somebody on thi 

cause he is working on all of them all the time." S hen 

that this plot was supposed to happen within a week and that 
h action on it immediately. SMITH then resumed, 

was operating on a very vicious basis because 











Company where he could not get a job then answered that HARRY 
nearly four years ago. SKITH 
said that he would leave it up to BENNETT and he, himself, would ndt 


call John Bugas or anybody. 


SMITH'S manager, DOMAN, told SMITH th -B.1. Agent 
named ad been over to interview their printer 
as a ts of questions about the magazine such as 


magazine, whether he printed it here, if that was the only sce printed, 
how many were printed, and all the details. In short, the Agent wanted to 
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be sure thet SMITH wrote everything in the magazine and that nobody else 
contributed anything. SMITH asked if the Agent had been nasty and DOMAN 
replied that the printer said no, although the printer regretted that he 
told him how many copies he printed because it was really none of their 
business. OOMAN also advised SMITH that these two agents also interviewed 
the typesetter. SMITH later called the printer and got the same information 
from him including the denial to the question whether the Agent was nasty. 


HUB CKER then called SMITH and SMITH told him the 
sane story about the plot with the following additions. SMITH told HUBERT 
that the planting of guns and ammunition would be done in Detroit by Jews. 
SMITH advised LUCKER to keep his basement locked so that nothing could be 
throm into it. SMITH said that he believed the whole plot was being 
arranged by and was being done to discredit FORD, LINDBURGH, 
COUGHLIN, GE » HARRY BENNETT and all the leaders of this community . 
LUCKER then told SKITH that the Agents who questioned him were very nice 
and did not make any effort to embarrass him. LUCKER said the Agents 
should know all about King Carol coming to the United States because this 
was a matter for the United States Government for whom the Agents were 
working-=-he hoped. LUCKER thew said that the Agents, after finishing with 
their questioning about KingWarol, then switched over to questions about 
GERALD SMITH (the Agents actually questioned LUCKER exclusively about Carol 
of Rumania and did not mention SMITH.) LUCKER said that he answered very 


Amante ant nanthinge bit sgaeameewn li¢S ane shrwst CHTITU Feam him 
ABENUS ZOU HOUNINE OU gfeneTaisities adouy omiin irom nim. 


ed that the complaint about SMITH must have come to the F.B.I. , 
fro LUCKER then told SMITH that everyone who was { 
opposing the Free Homania Movement was a Communist and the F.B.JI. could 


easily get records on Communists because a chap here on the Police Depart- 
ment has one of the best records of Communists in the world and that John 
Bugas was a good friend of HARRY BENNETT who had a complete Communist file. 
LUCKER said that the Agents left when they heard this and knew there was 
no sense in talking about it. 










SMITH then asked LUCKER if John Bugas and HARRY BENNETT 
were gOod friends and LUCKER said "yes." SMITH then said Bugas has 
furnished HARRY BENNETT most of the good stuff they have. SMITH suggested 
that the purpose of the F.B.I. investigation was to prove that LUCKER was 
a "friend of somebody," and that LUCKER was in the SMITH organization and 
then that angle could be built up. SMITH said that this wa 

idea. 


On June 6, 1942, SMITH in discussing his campaign for 
United States Senator said that he had a "sort of natural help" on the upper 


-3- 
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Peninsula of Michigan because SMITH'S enemies criticize him as being pro- 
Axis and pro-HitJer and there are a large number of finns and Italians on 
the upper d that "smear" would not hurt him at all. SMITH 
then told of radio station WIR of the plot to discredit 
SMITH, FORD, LINDO? and COUGHLIN as Fascist-revolutionists. He said 
that persons such as those who planned to conspire were causing dis-—unity 
by trying to make trouble for pre-Pearl Harbor Isolationists. SMITH said 


that all his contacts were wholesome and that he had no undergr ontacts. 
en said that there was once a whispering campaign that eek 
atie-:- taking 15% of everything sent to Father COUGHLIN an e 
5 to be "scientifically blocked." SMITH said that 
eqiiinmestiiits the Defense Program, has been one of TH'S 
Sincere backers since he started in Detroit. 
SMITH added to his mailing st, 
Ga Chicago, Illinois. On June 6, 1942, SMITH sent for a re- 
r 


er from United Press and gave to a reporter name a copy of 
his letter to BIDDLE and SMITE'S radio speech for Juné 7, Immediately 
before the broadcast, Mrs. SMITH called Mr. and Mrs. HARRY BENNETT and told 
them to listen in to the radio broadcast of Mr. SMITH. On June 8, 1942, 
SMITH related the "plot" to Colonel GEORGE MAINES, Flint, Michigan. MAINES 
tried to find out who the principal conspirator was and asked if it was 

SMITH said "no." MAINES then asked if it was WINCHELL'S crowd 

H replied "no, although you never know who WINCHELL'S crowd is." 
SLOTH then said that "they" had closed the deal with one of his best friends 
and the conspirators would never get away with their plot in Detroit. 
SMITH told Colonel MAINES also that the Finnish and Italian v uld take 
care of itself when the election came. SMITE also said that 
had gone to see Attorney~General BIDDLE in order to have the COUGHLIN 
matter dropped, adding that if it was followed up it would eventually in- 
volve and bring much discredit to the Catholic Church. 



























In SLUOTH'S June, '42 issue of "The Cross And The Flag" 
SMITH publicly urged Attorney-General BIDDLE to look over the list of 
SKITH'S opponents and to compare them with a list of HARRY BRIDGES 
supporters and he would find a marked similarity. 


SXITH is continuing to contact HARRY BENNETT and on June 
9, 1942, he aiso attempted to contact HENRY FORD'S personal secretary, 
GMI on June 10, 1942, HARKY BENNETT had a conference with GERALD 


SMITA. he took a copy of his magazine "The ent And The Flag" with him 






for BENNETT'S approval. Traffic Court Judge UTLIFF, called Mrs. SMITH on 
June 10, 1942 and told her that his brother had got three nominating 
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petitions filled at the Ford Motor Company by workers on the assembly 

line and a number of persons who are more or less executives. Judge 
CUTLIFF reported that SMITH was making a hit by championing the cause 

of Father COUGHLIN. Judge CUTLIFF complained that he put in an 

emergency call and still was not able to get through without waiting. He 
suggested to Mrs. SMITH that the line must be tapped and Mr. SMITH 

should have his telephone number changed. SMITH later congratulated Judge 
CUTLIFF on the fine piece of work his brother did. SMITH said that he 
was confident of getting the vote of the union members because he is an 
honorary member of thirteen labor unions. He said he was not going strong 
on the unions because the primary vote depends on farmers, but that he was 
going to concentrate on labor unions in the final election. On June 12, 
1942, SMITH telephonically advised Colonel GEORGE MAINES of Flint, 
Michigan, that he had cgntacted MAINES! friend in the Dime Bank Building, 
(who is undoubtedly EQ/BARNARD, local political leader) and that he was 
for SMITH 100%. SMITH promised that if the Republicans win in 1944 he 
would make GEORGE MAINSS Postmaster of Flint, Michigan. 


SMITH made numerous complaints that his program was 
displaced on Sunday night June 14, 1942 by the President's transcribed 
address. SMITH said several times that he believed the President picked 
7:15 P.M. on purpose in order to prevent SMITH from talking over the 
radio that night. bye 


On June 12, 1942, SMITH called Si 
ae and discussed with him the political campaign. said that 
e 


publican Party was going to win some time and that he thought the 
New Deal had betrayed the country. SMITH said that the public sentiment 
should re-act. The people would want to drink blood and they did not want 
to stand for any middle-of-the-roadists but would want extremists like SMITH 
himself. SMITH said that he was going to conduct a campaign which was go- 
ing to be a cross between a political campaign and a revolution and that 
it was necessary to have a few more who were willing to do this at a 
critical time and that SMITH was willing to pay the price whatever it might 
be to save America. SMITH said that the New Deal had many enemies and that. -- 
the New Deal was out tp crucify all of them, including COUGHLIN;-the FORD 
Motor Company, FRA cKAY and GERALD SMITH and that they had all agreed 
that they should make a unified effort to save themselves. SMITH seid 
that when this group was assembled he said to them all, "Let's all get to- 
gether and whip these (obscene) right up and down the line." SMITH then 
said that he wants to be remembered by his grandchildren as the one man 
that stood unsullied in the days of Sodom and Gomorrah of the New Deal. 
SMITH said that that was what he wrote to Attorney-General BIDDLE. 
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In speaking to SMITH said 
that the conviction of FRED-FRAHM, former superintendent of the Detroit 
Police Department was one of the worst things in the history of juris- 
prudence and that nothing that Hitler was doing was any worse than that. 


SMITH is presently getting out campaign propaganda 
characterizing SKITH as a persecuted martyr for defending the Americanism 
of Washington and Lincoln. 


On June 15, 912, I os New York City, New 
York, arrived at Detroit, Michigan as the guest of Mrs. GERALD L. K. SMITH 


in accordance with previously arranged appointment. 


Very truly yours, 





JOHN S. BUGAS 
Special Agent in Charge 
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Synopsis of Facts: Subject busy with campaipn for 


noriinrticn es Republicen erndidate 

for United States Senate fron State 

of Michigan. His monthiy maeuzine 

"The Cross and the Flag" continues 

to criticize aaninistration anc 

ellupcd control of Communists end 

Intemotiv-nalists, Copy for June, 

1942, submitted. Subject continucs 

similer attacks on redic station WR, 

Detroit, Mickhiean, cach Sunday night. 

Furth ir colinboration with cfficials 

of Fora Motor Car Comoeny reves.led 

ond also with GER'LD IY ROD, Wichite, 

Kansas ond lrs, SLIZ.BETHSILLING, 

Chiceyo, Iliinsis., Subject is publicizing 

elleged plot of his ensmics to éeccuse ' 
a4 hin end his followers of fostering 

Fascist revoluticn. Subject's printer 
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4,433 


BYSPCBS 


W/elza 


a a and tvpesutter intervicwed, Nemborship 
of Subjeet's Connittese of Onc Million 
ce inclua:s prominent former members of 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED .| 
HEREIN IS, UNCLASSIFIED 


DATE 


by irerica First Committes and Fether 
Lo | COUGHLI"'s Group, Subject madc statement 
le thet United States novds é@ dictetor end bye 
refused to crj 
eddressc 


OCT 
(5 - Bureau 4 BB 0 191 


2 — Nilwaukec 
2 - Kenses City 
1 - Washington Field (Inform tion) 
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ef Michigan, uscd by Subject, set 
forth. Subsequent redic eddresses 
of Subject submitted. 


Pe Sa 


i 
! r i “ j ect [a 


dated June 11, 1942, et Detroit, Michigan. 


DETAILS: 47 DETROIT, MICHICAN 






Of Merchents Press, 442 Best 
Michigan, was interviewed by the writer, accompanied 
4s explained in reference report 


ae «<<: thet his princionl work is done a 
for the Ford kotor Cer Company and thet he has never besr anxious to print 


publications because they are generally bed pay. He said that one of his 
salesmen told him thet he could got the contrect to publish SUITH's magzzine, t 
"The Cross and the Flag" MRR 02st ea on spezking to Si#ITH himself. 
stated that he negotiated an orel contract with S'TTH for the printing 
O conies of the Mav, 1942, cdition of "The Cross and the Fizg", to be 
peid for $300.00 in cash inmedistely end ths belancc, which wes somewhet in 


excess of $200.00, uporAclivery. statad thet the $300.00 cash wrs 
peid dovm end BERNAPDYMOOMAN, GITH's manager, delivered the typewritten materials 


th:t were to bo printed. aa said he then requested bids from verious 

typesetters and eventually sen ¢ typcwritten mterial in exectly the same 

condition thst he received it to the Standard Typesetting Service, whose bid Ic 

he reccived ron continued th-t he received the type 

set-up in page form fram Stendtrda Typesetting Service and ran off the proofs 

without raking any chenge in the type. He s-id extensive changes were made 

in the procfs by SIITH end DOMAY, but the only correction that he could 

describe yz letter of Coneressman CLARDAIOFFNAN of Michigan was 

delcted,. Gs: thet SMITH insisted thrt ail the proofs be returned 
himself and consequently (RR s< ic he did not have any of the 


to GiITH | 
originrl pro fs. | 


Cap: thet on hay 10, 1942, he delivered 10,000 
conies of the May, 1 edition of "The Cress ana the Fleg" to QiITH's office. 


> | 


Fe seic during the lest week in iiay, SMITH peid 2, A 22s $100.00 in césh | 


Lafe yette Street, Detroit 









4 : 
pie 














oe 















endat the tinc of this inturview o 1942 said thet SMITH 
Still owed him more then $100.00. steted thet SCITH wes trying t- i 
teld him thet he wouldn't 


tekc the job until SHITH paic in full for the Mey, 1942 issue. wes 







ae ee 


(Detroit file 62-1126) 


very explicit in seying that he did nct meke any change at ell in the reterial 
t> be printed unless it was specifically euthorized by SIITH or his maneger, 
DOMIAN. 













tandara yoosetting Service, steted that he received the 
of Nerchents Press. He 


gf job on the Hey, 1942, issue fron a 
sid he merely received the typewritten m te +t Wes submitted to hin end «¢ 
set it uv on his Linotype itachine exactly es it wes received and redelivered ae 
the typewritten mterial anc the pages of type to He wes cleer thet — 
he Cid not meke any changes in the typewritten material But menly set it un 
in the exect form thet it wes given to hin. 







She ait tt £7C 
whose identity is known 


to the Bureau, advise e : one ITH as som as the Agents 
had left office. described in detail the Questicns that j.7.. 
were eske e igents ana the answers thet he geve. He stated thet he was ..-, 


ae 
sorry that he inforrec the agents thet he printed 10,000 copies because that 
wes none of their business, 
















further stated thet SMITH is 5% 
continuing t. ecntact ‘HY BEMNETT, persor meneger of the Ford Hotcr Car 
Company, both, in a business wav end Seas. Informant added thet SMITH has 
mace sum2 conttcts with personel secretary t« HENRY FORD and had We 
e five-hour interview one Sfternson with Siete ren vice president cf 

the Ford Motor Cer Comoeny. Informnt wes unable ts state whither financial 
support is being recsivee by SHITH from the Ford Lotor oer Company at the 

present time. 









Inforrem steted thet SMITH cxpects tc receive the vote 
of the German, Italian anc Finnish populeticn in the Stcte of Michigan by 
resson of the attack tirt hes been made upon him by his enemies who term 
him pro--Nezi anc Fascist. 


Informe nt stated that IR. “ILLL2-AUIE, essociate editor 
of American Mercury Mrgezine, New York, Mew York, visited GERALD Si/ITH in 
Detre it, Hichigan, end told in thet he Wes plenning to write en a¥title about 
SHITH in ths An2ricen Lereury Megazine, SHITH was made to understend thet the | 
erticle wuld net bs entirely complinentery to SMITH but he understood also i 
thet "it hed t- be thet way", HUIE disclosed to SIZTH thot during his 
imestig: tien in order tu pet meterisl for this article in Kev York City, he 
spoke > Revorcnd 1 L. HeMBIRKEEAD of the orgenizetion known és Fricnds of 


PINUHE/D told HIE, who in turn told SMITH, according to pa 
tmt tne. wes en plot thet w-uld ripen within ten days ° 
une y «in accorcence with which guns and ammunition would be plmtcd L7D 


in the hows °f certcin mrscns in Detr-it, Michigan. The Federal Buresucf 
Investigeticn would then be tipned off to mid these hanes end the occupants 









i ee 
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upon being raided, would then sey thet they were followers of GERALD L. &. 
SMITH, FATHER COUGHLIN, HENRY FORD, HARRY-BENNETT end CHARLES 4--LINDBERGH. 
SiITH geve wice publicity t> this alleged plot to many of his friends enc then 
broeacestea the substances of the plot without mentioning names in his weekly 
redic address on June 7, 1942. 
fecercing to , SHITH immediately ¢ - 2 
got in touch with HARRY BENNETT and told hin to forewarn Special agent in Charge 
JOHN S. BUGIS of Detroit Field Office. Up until the cate of dictation, which 
is Juno 1€, 1942, no such plot has ripened and ns such werning hes been given 
tc Mr. BUGAS by HARRY BENNETT. 


Alsc according to ipa GERALD Li 
SHITH PIYLUCHER as other TeTS ns Close t> TH, believe , _ 
that ey wn? 1S in the employ es investigator of certain Jewish, ~ 
anti-Nezi groups in Now York City, is responsible for both, the investigetion 
of GERJLD L. F. SIATH end alse the alleged conspiracy t» discredit SIITH end 
ctlers. 




















By letter deted June 5, 1942, SMITH edvised Attorney 
General Mr, BIDDLE of this esnspiracy without mentioning any names of 
conspirators or infermants. The letter concluded with a demand upon the 
Attorncy Generzl t: give SHITH protection areinst the plotters, SMITH desired 
en immedietc reply. fecording to Inforrent StITH subscoucntly received a reply 
Sigmec by Hr. BIDDIE's essistent, Mr. BERGE, 









Acccrding t> SMITH is very £5 & 
optimistic over Winning the Republican nomination for United States Senator 
for th State of Michigan, but he is et this tine greatly concerned over whether 


or mot Judge HOUERfFERGUSON will run éfeinst hin. 


nJune 12, 1942, SHITH told 
a Detroit, Michigan, that the hepublican Party was be 
going tc win scme c and thet he thought the New Deal hed betrreyed the— 


country, SLOTH said that when public sentiment would react, the public wuld 
want to crink blood and they would not stend for eny compromises but they would 
want zn extremist like SHITH himself. SITY swore thet his campnign would be 
close between @ political comprign and a revolution and that SMITH wes willing 
to pay whetever price was neccessary t° save fmerica, and thet it wes necesssry 
to heve » few men wh> were willing to do this et such © critical time, SMITH 
further said that e New Deal was ouf to criticize himself, the Ferd hotcr Cer 
Company, FATRER COUGYLIN and FRAMRMC KiY and thet it wes necessery for all of 
th.im te unite te quit the New Deal. 


CE «255 2522 oe. 9:2: noe2 Lb 70 
prect Ciseppvintment when the breedeast of the President's radio addrese on 


oe 
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June 1, 1942, conflicted with his wezkly radio program and made him miss a 
week on the air when he had "something very imvortant to say". 


The June, 1942, issue of SMITH's publication "The 

Cross and the Flag" was released on or about June 16, 1942. The principal 
editorial is entitled "We, The Peonle, Are Still Here" and ¢oncludes with 
the following parapranhs: | 

"And, while we whip you at the polls and expose you to the 

people, we shall not only survive your dastardly smear 

campaigns, but we shall resolutely make sure that your 

comsvirecies shall not civert us from our determination 

to be loyal to the wareffort. Even though sans of your 

clime may be in power in Washington, we shall continue 

to refuse to judge our government by these excentions. 

But we shall determines that the exception shall not became 

the rule--and that the exceptions shall not become the 

rulers. 


"Get off your high horses, you potential tyrants, you over- 
ambitious bureaucrats, you traitors to Amrica! WE, THE 
PEOPLE, ARE STILL HEE!" 


Another article entitled "Biddle 3urns 'Eridges' 
Behind Hin" compliments tne Attorney General for making one of the most 
constructive decisions in history by prirntine Communism as a crine. It 
élso suggests that the Attornsy Genzral should compere ths onvonents of SMITH 
with the sponsors of WARRY BRIDGES and he vould discover a striking resemblance 
in the two lists of names. The remaining erticles arc "Smear Killers", A 
Survey of the Most Dastardly Attempt at Character assessinetion in the History 
of American Politics, "France Lost Christ", An Interpretation of Internal Decay 
Which Preceded Military Defeat, "The Hon. Herbert Hoover Sevs:", A Constructive 
Stetement by Former Presicent Hoover on How to Vin This War and Save Our 
American Way of Life, "Cane Sugar and Political Grevy", The Sugar Trust Reaches 
Into the Public Purse, "860,000 To One Farmer For Not Raising Cotton", An 
interpretation of Why the Solid South is So Solid, "Mr. mae mee ee Weshington", 


mM. Deak ~ we a Mnw-lsd Aad - Tlw4a Gent n 7 in na 
itis BMA), 2 VaNGLGaets Lor tie UNL Sa WLALYO Welle Ly 


Flag" are being submitted with §his report. 
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Lvle 


as: exhibited several issues of a newspaper , 4p 
entitled "The Heral e motto of which was Future end Independent American ~ 


Destiny. The newspaper was publish:d by lake Geneva Publication, Incornore tea, 
Leke Geneva, “isconsin. It wes also apparont from ¢ mbbcr stamp impression 
on copiss of these ne-spabers thet they hed been distributec bry members of the 
serica First Committe. <A perusal of the newspapers made it clear thet the 
oolicy of the editors was pro-Gemen, enti-edministration, anti-English, enti- 
Jewish and anti-Communist. It was notcd that the cditor of this newsnaper wes 
DOUGLAS ti. STEWART and thet one of the maneging editors was FREDEKICKKISTER. 
Tt is believed that DOUGLAS WM’STENART is now editor of Scribners Commentator 
Herazine published at Lake Geneva, Wisconsin. 


whose identity is knowm to 4 7+ 


e Bureau, Strted thet Subject hes recently been in contzct vith ee 
of the Commentator karazine at Lake Geneve, “isconsin, telephone i 


er 464. 












Sa elso exhibited to the writer ¢ clipping from bye 
the Detroit News dated July 16, 1941, describing a "No Foreign Wer Rally' be 
at Cess Technical High School, Detroit, Michigan, on June 1°, 1941. Two 

thouse nd two hundred persons wer present. SMITH was ths principal speeker 

and he uncovered the plot to ennex the United Stetes to Great Britein and to 

make "union now" with FR/NKLIZ D. ROOSEVILT as en Honorary Member of Perliament. 
SHITH criticized the edrinistretion and urged thet soldicrs' weges should be 
increased. During the mevting he mde two appeals for contributions to supoort 
his weekly broadcast. Other sreakers at the mectine werc EARL J-“SOUTHARD, 
Department sl Commander of Veterans of Foreign Wars-Illinois, end WILLIA! J. 

Gu.Cn, Chicago Attorney and chairman of Citizens Committe: to Keen Am rica 

Out of Yer, Three resolutions we:2 passed at this relly. 


1. To impeach Secretary of Nevy FRANK KNOX. 
2. To oppose lengtherine construction of any American 
expeditionary force. 
3. To oppose anything in the nsture of @ military alliance 
with Russia. 


| 






Game --:-: thet the America First Committce worked very closely with be 
ne Committe: of One Million. At ao meeting of Ths Committee of One Million | 
in Sertember, 1941, SMITH intervicwed HNOSSNT TAVIETIG, executive secretary 07D 








a. the Detroit chepter of Americs First Committee, and invited VIETIG to sit 
on tic Dletforrn. VIETIG, however, declince to sit on thse pnlatfora. 
> iicves sine: the Anuerice First Coamitte. is now enacted that VISTIG is 
workirg for it, . ee 


ee sa he 


: 
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eid that in the beginning 

ef 1941 he svooke with » Ford Notor Car 
Companyy and ea discussion wander:d to the subject o meal SMITH. Informant 
suggested thet the Ford hotor Car Compeny should stop lending financial sunport 
to SMITH. apred and said that the Ford Motor Car Company wes not 
foing to pay another dime. 


as -::: thet Subject is 
maintaining contrct wi e publicétion entitlicd "The Defenders", Vichite, 


Kans-s, which is the publication of GERALD ‘JIFROD. Inform nt steted tht some 
of SMITH's publieztions were printed in Wichita, Kanszs, svecifically ¢ 
venmhlet entitled "The Hoop of Steel", 


On Januery 12, 1942, accordine - ey 
\ Subject tolser-phod (ie Radio Station OL, Washineton, Dd. C. 
ars 


ollows: 














“Our Comnittes considers it edvisablc to recess broadcast in 
WYesnington for «t least two more weeks and perhcps four. We 
consicer this advissble due to the fact thet subjects for 
discussion heve not completely crystellized. ‘We are anxicus 
to do or sey nothing that might in eny way effect the wer 
effort. “te believe thet within one month doanestic issues 
will sce crystzllize as tc mrit honest, ferrless and 
patri-tic discussion. 


/s/ GERALD L. . SMITH" 


Infornent elso statcd that Subject hes been in 
ccntect with ROSERT T. KeYMOLDS, “lashington, D. C. 


b7e,b70 
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whose identit;7 is known 

to the Bureau reveelad thst SMITH, eside from the Post Office Box #459, Detroit, 
Vichigan, which he publicizes widely, also uses Post Office Box #097, Detroit, 
Hichipen,. 


rte Post Office Department, Detroit, 
Michiran, advised thet Post Office Box #697 was rented to SERNARD DOMAI! for use 


in the advertising business. The quantity of mail receipt through this box 
is comparatively small. The references on the epplication for this Post Office 
= were IRVING BOOK, Industrial Bank Building, Detroi Fela and 


. 
Pel 1 
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said thet he first became acquainted with GERA WITH when 
Hi came to Detroit. He said SHITH's purpose was to expose the influence 









of Communists at the CIO and he bel hat SMITH ca nd it, because 
it wes a great industrial center, 

Ls area the Federation of Americanization of Michigan, which was 
organize 


or the purpose of combating Communism in Labor Unions. He said 
the corporation was orgenized about five or six months after SIITH came to 


Detroit and thet its busingss was to handle the distribution of pamphle ts 
and redio time for —_ we id that JOHN RINDERHMAN was connected 















said that PEABODY is presently a Lieutenant 
mmander in the United States Navy. RINDERMAN is a former sclesman, now 
probably living in Detroit, Michigen. imself did not describe his 
orm business activity more particularly than to sey that he was engaging 
in miscellaneous business enterorises, The enterprisesknom to the writer 
oro present connection with GEHALD SMITH and his present connection 
it Ring KAROL of Roumania in attempting to gain KAROL's admission to 

=] c 


W 
+ 7 2 + a 
the United States and negotictions on his part for lend-lease transactions, 















etated thet the original donations which SMITH 


received from his incorpora tors were erough to pay for four weeks of broad-— 
e.sting on radio station WRC et $45.00 per program. ae..; uneble 


to give a satisfactory exolenation of why SHITH kept himself in the beck- 
ground. At first he said SMITH contributed only his services and not 
money, t.en he corrected himself and said SMITH contributed some money 
sufficicnt to pay for telephone cells, office rental and office expense 





Pat & 
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amounting to about $125.00. | OE that after about three months 
SMITH switched over to radio station WIR at a cost of $375.00 eer weck, 
He said the three incorporators put in about $60.00 each. 


The first office SMITH hed in Detroit wes in the 
Leland Hotel. The first few programs were wery well received and listeners 
sent generous contributions through the mail. SMITH also collected czsh 
contributions at his meetings. Soon SMITH moved his offices to the 


Industrial Bank Building. reluctantly stated thet the rent for SMITH's 
offices in the Industrial uild} as probably donated by the BOOK 
family who operates that building. eer wes extremely evesive in answering 


Qu: stions concerning SMITH's financial support. He suggested thet the writer 
look in the Detroit City Directory and precticelly everyone in there would 
have been a contributor. He then stated that practically every industrialist 
in Detroit contributed to SMITH's support, but did so in the fom of group 
contributions so thet it would be impossible to say wrt persons made a certain 
contribution. He said that the industrialists were all very anxious to 

support SMITH's fight against Communism in the Labor Unions. =: 
that nome of the industrialists now support SMITH since he has embarked on 
a political campaign for the United States Senate. 






said he hes not discussed finances recently with 
SMITH end has only spoken to SMITH three times in ast year. He said 
in the last of these conversations SMITH informed at he was rurmning 
for the Senate and asked to work for him ‘a: that he wes 
"too busy", 






continued thet JOHN RINDERMAN resigned in 194) 
from his connection with TH and PEABODY resigned in 1940. He said that 
FERNARD DOMAN and Mrs, ELEANOR SMITH, SHITH's wife, were elected to the Board 
of Directors to fill these_t be 

inactive and dropped out 








nsisted that S'ITH had never received any 
outright surcvort from Ford or Chrysler or any other leacing industrial 
establishment. He did suggest that Ford might have called uvon his ovwm 
"sources" anc recommended to them that they support SMITH. Gia: 
havine any knowledge of the amount of money thet SMITH received. e denied 
that the Ford Motor Cer Company ever paid for any of the radio programs 
but acéin s:cr2sted that some symnathetic persons might héve made a group 
contribution which micht have been used in payment of the redio progren. 





ee Berl 7° 
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Said he knows nothing of eny Fascist, Nazi or subversive associcetion 
of SNITH. 





LUCKER expressed surprise over the fact thet SMITH, 
in his hey, 1942, issue of "The Cross and the Flag", named WINROD as an 
outstending American. He said as fer as he knows GERsLD SMITH, he had an 
intense Gislike for WI‘ROD because WI?.ROD tricd to make him join the Silver 
Shirts. He expressed similer surprise over SHITHts public preise of ELIZAfSTH 
DILLING, 


Photostatic copies of the articles of incorpor:tion 
of the Federetion of Americenization of Michigan state its purnose to be 
to aid in moverents end suoport with funcs patriotic programs of known 
integrity. The locetion of the corvorrtion was said to heve been Noom #1927, 
Det roit Leland Hotel, Detmit, Michigan. The corporation did not issue 
stock and had no real estete snd its only personal property» wer: bocks, 
paiphlets and litcrature. Finances were seid to be from donations. The 
corooretion wes incornoreted és a no profit orgenization. The incornorators 
were HUSBRT H. LUCIER, L. NAVARRE PEABODY and JOHN RINDERMAN, The seme 
persons were the initial Board of Directors. The term of the ~wrporation 
wes fixed et 20 years, The dte of the incorvoration was april 14, 1939, 
hee It was statcd thet additional membership in the corporation cen only be 
We received by unanimous vote of origins] incornorators and their duly elected 
successors, 


The 1939 annual revort shows the office address to be 
2006 Industrial Benk Building, Detroit, Michigen, and the officers, 
H. H. LUCKER, President, E. ¥. SMITH, Secretary, end JOHN RINDERMAN, 
Trezsurer. The cormoretion showed a deficit of $900.00, 


The 1940 annual report shows the officers to be 
H. H. LUCKER, President, E. SMITH, Secretary and RERNARD ArDOMAN, 
Treasurer, Tho deficit wes listed es $1,100.00. 


The 1941 return showed the officers to bc BERNARD A. 
DOAN, Presicent, end 5. K. GiIT!, Treasurer. The directors were PERNARD 
DOWaAM, &. YM. SITY and HUBERT H. LUCKER, The deficit was revorted at 


$2,000.00. ‘Quam 
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wes «lso evasive and seid timt he had never 
criven S'’2TH out to the Ford Kotor Car Comoeny and hed no idee thet SMITH hed 
any connection with the Ford hotor Car Company. He said that in his ovinion 
SiIT4 was as honest e manezs any one could be and had no Fescist syupethies 
but was merely a good, true Americen. He krew of no source of SKITH's income 
excent cash contributions received in mail enc at meetings. 










Desp: tent questioning in the presence of Speciel 
Wiscrtinicucty denied thet SMITH hed any Lies 

Y 220d people that were interested in him. He - 
said thet he never dr 


z anywhere except to his cffice, te his home 
end out for a drive. 


ove S} 
nts admit, however, that The Committee of One 
Million now included most of the foner members of the America First Committee 
and Fetier COUGHLIMN's Group. 


Ss -:-: a: 
were still in very close contact wi i and even to the extent of reporting 


to SIITH that they were televnhonically comtacted by the writer and they tried 
to follow SHITY's edvice not to respond to eny telephonic contact by any 
one. 


I io icc: Ly 
Officer, Selfridge Ficld, Michigan, reported to Special Arent ware 
who was interviewing him in connection with another investigation, thet he ess 


was umeble to ascertain the identity of the soldier who wrote a letter to 
Subject end signed it R.K., Depertment of Quartermaster, Selfridge Field, 
Mic hir an. 






Subject's radio speech over stetion WR on Hay 31, 
1942, opened with the following statemamts: 


mle cannot win this wear without tires and gasoline. This 

Wer must be won on two fronts -~- the Battle front and the 
Home front. We need tires and gasoline both places. Every 
loyal americen is willing to give his life, or the life of 
his son, to win the war on the battle front. Every patriotic 
Amcricen must do everything in his power to win the battle 

on the home front." 


Thereafter SMITH centinued to criticize the 
a°ministieticonis policy along his usual lines anc argued thet it wes 
mcessaey Un take the Nazis am Conmunists off the nay roll of the United 
Scetes Gevermacnt, SLOTH announced thet he was going to be the friend of 
tr Ucuehlinites. 


ra 
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In SMITH's speech over station WIR on June 7, 1942, 
SMITH sposnt all his time exposing the plct of character assassins that 
were going to frame him end his followers as Fescist revolutionists,. 


On Junc 14, 1942, SMITH did not go over the air because 
of tie President's Fleg Dav address, 


Verbatim copies of SMITH's speeches dated kay 31, 1942 
and June 7, 1942, are being forwarded herewith to the Bureau. 


ENCLOSURES 9 


TO THE BUREAU 


Two copies of "The Cress end the Flag", June, 1942 issue. 


Two copies of radio speeches deted May 31, 1942 and June 
7; 1942. 


-PENDING- 


= [6s 


(Detroit file 62-1126) 


UNDEVELOPED LADS 


“ILYAUKSE FIELD DIVISION 





Will report informs tion concerning 


aaa anc. newspeper known as "The Herald", especially in 
reference to any connection between the above and GERALD L. K. SMITH and eny 


Fascist ectivity that mey be engared in by the above. 





DETROIT FISLD DIVISION 





At ALMA, MICHIGAN, will contact 
relative to informetion in his possession concerning the activities of SMITH. 


At DETROIT, MIC'UIGAN, will contact (IRIE re12 tive 
to informetion in his possession concerning activities of SMITH ana will 


maintain contact with other informants for further information reletive to 
SMITH. 


-PHELDING- 


b7W~ 
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To: = Aasivtant Attorney General 
Wendell Serge 


From: J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Cd 


Subject: © Gerald L, K, Smith; "fhe Coraittes ef One Millfon"; Sedition 7"~ 


bre O. 


There are enclosed Consideration a sony of a 
the report of Special Agent Detroit, Hichican, ss 
Gated June 29, 1942, tocether & Sony 6 th's rato broadcasts 


from station WIR, Detroit, Mighigan on May St, 1942 and June 7, 1942, 
together vith a copy of the June, 1942, Iaeue of "The Cross aod The 
Fing’ whieh padlicction is prepared and disseminated ty Suith, 
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a GERALD L. Ke MIM 
or a foe 2 QOMMITPPER OF 1,000,000 
7 SEDITION 7 ad 


Dear Sirs me . : 


4 " ‘There are tranenitted herewith photostatio copies 

of a list of reported contributors to Gerald L. XK, Saith and. 
the Committee of 1,000,000 during the year 1937 and the first | 
three sonths of 1938. _—si. 


This list was referred to the Bureau by a seeiaentat 
source and the same is being sent you for your information and 
assistance in bed further investigation of this case. 


Very truly yours, =| 


ee | | 
Ree ee ... .80bn Edgar Boower | 
. = Director | : 
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Form No. 1 












_ ‘THiscaseoricinatepat DETROIT am — minewo. 62-119, 
ne career mane | coe ren. 
| New Orleans, La. 6/29/42 b/12/l2 
x aaee 7 : . : CHARACTER OF CASE ; 
' 0 MISCELLANEOUS - 
; GERALD L. Ky SMITH 


Information Concerning 





is presently at 
. 3 
sunoraisorracys: "Ft. Benning, Ga., attending infantry Officers’ Candidate 


School. Pertinent serials being forwarded Atlanta Field 









Division. a oe 

: P ; . yi" i: \ 

REFERENCE: Report of es Acont iS Detroit, Michigan, — 
dated 5/20/41. Letter from Detroit Field Division dated 


6/4/42 to New Orleans Field Division, 


Detter advised that a 
was a Private, Headquarters Company, . -- 


s 
Reception Center, Vamp Beauregard, Louisiana, and that he should be interviewed 
concerning activities of the subject. : BO sets 


rb 





DETAILS: 






- 
1 ~ 


AT CAMP BEAUREGARD, LOUISIANA: Sy, ee Hes 


ob F Camp Beaure- 
gard, advised tha is presently at Ft. Benning, Georgia, 
attending Infantry cers' Candidate School, 


In view of this information this matter is being referred to the 
Atlanta Field Division and pertinent serials are being forwarded to that Division. 


ENCLOSURES: TO ATLANTA FIELD DIVISION; 


One (1) copy of report of Special Agent Detroit, 


Michigan, dated 5/20/41. : " 

One (1) copy of report of cial Agent Detroit ,— 
Lichizan, dated 5/23/h2. “pe 48 — » Det . 
One (1) copy of letter from Special Agent in Charge, Detroit, Kichig 
to Special Agent in Charge, New Orleans, Louisiana, dated 6/4/42. 
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a UNDEVELOPED LEADS 

THE CLEVELAND FIELD DIVISION: 

# At CLEVEIAND, OHIG will investigate the character and background o 

and the organization known as sina a. of America", 348 Arcade, tele- 

ichigan 8838. It is noted the has been in frequent contact with 

oo ' GBRALD L. K, SMITH. | oo 4 3. #4 so ta 

_ THE DETROIT FIELD DIVISION: © 52 
® At LANSING, KICHIGAN, will abeetn full one: sohsanniie the sdnscncandlits 

and activities of the Federation of Americanization of Michig 











# Will continue inspection of Subject's bank account at the Detroit Bank main 
office particularly near the end of each calendar month. : r 


* Will contime this investigation vigorously in order to ascertain the sources 
of Subject's financial support, Subject's business associates, and future activities. 
Will make a special effort to ascertain if Subject is making any attempt to propagan- 
dize any particular group of persons in violation of the Selective Training and 
Service act. 


* Will continue to collect Subject's propaganda for tranamittal to the Bureau. 


TKE NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION: 
# at NEW YORK CITY will interview 


Alininiiia 5: = 
should be questioned principa conce the financial support 


received by SMITH with particular emphasis on any “support received from any interes 
which may be subversive, 


THE NEW ORLEANS FIELD DIVISION: 


* At NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA, will ascertain information soncesnine the back- 
ground and activities of GERALD L. K. from approximately 1929 to 1935 when he 
was said to have been a bodyguard and cloge friend of HUEY LONG with particular 
reference to any activities which ert with present enemies of 
the United States. Will interview said to be of New Orleans, 
Lovisiana and farmer associate of gti eee ae activities in 

-Youisiana. © 
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Vederal Bureau of Investigation 
Anited States Bepartment of Justice 


Washington, A. C. 
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June 1, 1942 


Dictated 
HMK : ¥GG 


Mr 





Mr. 
Mr. 


Tolsonu 
E.A. Tamm 


. Clegg 
a Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr, 
Mr. 

Mr. 


Glavin 
Ladd 
Nichols 
Rosen 
Tracy 
Carson 
Coffey 
Hendon 


- Holloman 


. Mr. 
- MEMORANDUM FOR MR. D. M, LADD pL Mr. 


McGuire 
Quinn Tamm 


F Mr. Harbo 
RE: TECHNICAL SURVEILLANCES, Tele. Room 
Detroit, chigan Mr. Nease 


Miss Beahm 


ba SA wi of the Detroit Office called to 
i advise that the symbol will be used in connec- 
tion with the technical surveillapces maintained i 
the investigation of Gerald L, K. Smith, These 
surveillances cover lines Randolph 9547, Clifford 
1582 and Fitzroy 8264. 


Respectfully, 
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is an expert photographer and bas tak KEN numerous pictures 
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Weless Re these two men, 





I have two boys in the U.S, Arn 





¥Y &Nd Consider it my duty to 








psss this along to the .3,1I, 
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y+ ~=s Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Washington, D. C. 





be. ABEL & 
LothéL BUREAU OF INSF?: (ob 
Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH 


Oe OG 104 ¢ 

: INTERNAL SSCURITY - SEDITION \, a oa 
aT Paar a gees 

ma : Pan 










Dear Sir: | 


The following additional information has been received _ 
TC L7 


GERALD SMITH received a package via railway express 
agency from Protestant War Veterans, New York City, New York and in- 
structed his secretary, BERNARDAIOMAN, to refuse it, inasmuch as it 
probably contained propaganda. SMITH has continued to contact HARRY 
BENNETT, Personnel Manager of Ford Motor Company and apparently confers 
with BZNNETT concerning the "crusade" of the Committee of One Million 
and also conceming SMITH'S political campaign for the office of 
United States Senator from Michigan. SMITH commented ©n PEARSON and 






ALLEN'S newspaper comment that the Senate was wondering where’ SMITH 





ra 8 4 was getting all his money to send out abundant ahd ce campaign 
oO me propaganda. SMITH said he expected to invite PKENTISS M¢e“BROIN to 
: FE a = send a secretary to SMITH'S office every week and get an audited re- 
aaep port and they would all be surprised how many thousands of small 
4 £ S & people had been sending him dollars and five déllars to kéep him 
.£ek& going. SMITH said that special contribution he had had would go back 
ae : a to two years ago and had nothing to do with the present. SMITH re- 
“i is be sented the fact that ROOSEVELT'S transcription was broadcast on June 
ey E Pane 14, 1942 at a time that conflicted with SMITH'S weekly broadcast at 
ee 7:15 P.M. Sunday. SMITH said that the choice of time indicated that 





7 it was spy work aimed at SIITH and it was unfortunate because SMITH 
had guite a bit to say. SMITH said that he read in the papers that | 
the“COUGHLIN investigation had bee dyppped. He commented that the 
world is now going through dark ols po ‘ f 

cXEe aoe “ 


SMITH has had condiderable assistance in getting his 
nominating petitions filled from gmployees of the Ford Motor Company. 
The former football player, JIM/THORPE, filled one complete petition 
during one,eight-hour shift at the Ford Motor Company. SMITH'S son, 
GERALD ZASLITH, has obtained a job at the Ford Motor Company, through 
HARRY BENNETT'S office. SMITH advised his former chauffeur and 
body guard, WALLACE*GAUBSR, to tell the truth if any Government officers 


questioned him about SMITH. 
: epont oS 


™ ee a Pee 
5 


~ ' $e ed ; 
56 Jul CL Me re. Wx | 


£9 
LD, 
8 By 





( re © 


Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH 
dated July 17, 1942 INTERNAL SECURITY - SEDITION 


SKITH said he had nothing to hide. SMITH has fre- 
quently expressed suspicion that his telephone wires were being 
tapped and has cautioned some of his friends not to mention any facts 
or figures over the telephone. At other times he has said that he 
had a lot of company when he talked over the 'phone but his company 
would merely hear him talk to some fine Americans. 


SMITH stated that he had received a reply to the letter 
he mailed to Attorney General BIDDLE, advising of the "plot" of 
SMITH'S enemies to plant arms and ammunition in the homes of SMITH'S 
followers. He said the reply was from BIDDLE'S assistant, hr. BERGE. 
SMITH said he would have communicated directly with the local F.B.I. 
office but he did not know anybody. SMITH said he did not know in 
what part of the country the "plot" might hatch. 


HUB= UCKER informed SkITH that he had been inter- 
viewed by F.B.I. Agents but the exact details of the disclosure were 
not learned. There was some indication that SMITH sent his son, J&RRY, 
to try to "spot" the F.B.I. Agent who was supposed to interview LUCKzx. 
SLITH has become very bitter against Professor JOHN SHEPARD of the 
University of bfichigan, Chairman of the Civil Rights Federation, which 
Organization published a pamphlet "Smash Detroit's Fifth Column." One 
of the principal chapters violently attacks SMITH. SiITH freely 
exposes Professor SHSPAHD as a fellow traveler of the Communists 
connected with the Civil Rights Federation. SMITH expressed these 
sentiments to President ALEXAND2R RUTHVEN of the University of Michigan. 


SLITH has been in touch with ae :. the 7c 
office of the Collector of Internal Revenue, Treasury Department, 


Detroit, Michigan (this may be in connection with the investigation 
of SLITH for income tax evasion.) sSKITH and his wife have been 
attempting to contact CHARLES LOT TNDBIRGH in room 49 of the Dearborn 
Inn, Dearborn, Michigan. They have made frequent telephone calls, 
but only once was SIITH connected with LINDB&rGH who replied that he 
had no time to confer with SKITH since he was preparing to leave 

for Washington, D. Cy, and also because he had to get out a report. 





- _- 


The City Council of Cleveland, Ohio refused to rent the 
Municipal Stadium in Cleveland to GERALD SLOTH. The leader of the 
opposition to S1TH was Professor BUSH of Western Univeysity. The 
Mothers of America under the leadership of Mrs. DAVIDYSTANLEY, Cleve- 
land, Ohio, engaged an attorney who represented the taxpayers and 
people who want to preserve ao oe speech. SLOTH and his wife under 
the name of Mr. and Mrs. Be. iw@DUMAN, flew to Cleveland, Ohio on June 
24, 1942 to attend the hearing on the resolution. SMITH had advised 


a 
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Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH 


dated July 17, 1942 INTZANAL SECURITY - SEDITION 


that Professor BUSH was Jewish and was probably a Communist by reason 
of his affiliation with Russian War Relief. SMITH spoke before the 
Cleveland City Council and was well satisfied with his reception. In 
his speech before the Cleveland City Council, SMITH denied charges 
that he was anti-Semitic and challenged every Jew in Cleveland to 
prove that he is. 


GEORGE tol 
(probably referring to Special Agent 
S:OQTH, but gave him the wrong name. 
information from a man in New York name whom SMITH Knew to be 
a Communist. SMITH, howev said he ave any such call. 
GEORGE ___—s_—s__ answered — ne supposed to have talked with 
SVITH. SMITH later referred to his own speech in Cleveland and said 
that he was not defending Father COUGHLIN, but instead was defending 
the only church which ordained hin a priest. He contended that his 
own statements were not seditious, but if people thought they were, 


—om ~— Tete i 3 Shand AA me oe eee ee FM 


tney should =e) to local United VLeled ALLYVIT mey or tne Attorney General 


of the United States. 


He told the Cleveland Councilmen not to be deceived by 
the snakes or SHZPARDS who are merely members of the Bornmunist Party. 
SHITH has also been attempting to contact ; 
presently in New Yor ty, New York. Mrs. SMITH ccviced Sc 
assistant to HA fBaNNaTT, that G=rRALD SMITH had already twice as 
many names as he needed on & nominating petitio d that they were 


-_ ft 2 uf # AL! eh peewee 


coning in at a rate of 500 to 1,500 agaily. ala tnat ne would 



















check on the Ford dealers to see if they were circulating any petitions 
for Judge HOMEBAFERGUSON, SMITH'S most feared opponent, and would relay 
this message to HARRY BENNETT. 


ry truly yours, 


Ih. 


Fa oo Se al wrire 


UBpecial Agent in chihed, 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Anited States Department of Justice 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
July 20, 1942 


ALL INFODMETION CONTAINED 
Federal, HERES (© SHOLASSTHED 


che ae a se Investigation D ATE a los: BY. J | A fi fs 
. y, 5 ane 


Ret Gerald Lyman Kenneth Smith, a/k/a 
Gerald L. K> ‘Smith; 
The ‘Committee of One Million. 
Internal Security = Sedition. 
Dear Sir: 






Reference is made to the report of Special Agent 
ie dated 6-29-42 at Detroit, Michigan, which report set forth a _ 
ead tor the Milwaukee Field Division to report information concerning 
and newspaper known as "The Her= 
ald,” &specia rence to any connection between the above and 
Gerald L. K. Smith and any Fascist activity that may be engaged in by 

the above, 







This is to advise that a review of the file in the Milwaukee 
Office, entitled, "The Herald, Lake Geneva Publications, Inc., Lake 
Geneva, Wisconsin - Registration Act,*® fails to reflect any reference 
to Gerald L. K. Smith. 


Copies of the following reports, however, are being en- | 
closed with this letter to the Detroit Field Division and these reports 
contain a history of the Registration Act case referred to above. 


Report of Special icc iy: dated 2-7-42 at 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin; we 


Ne 


Report of Special acont i . » dated 7-15-42 at 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 


This matter is being considered as Referred Upon Completion 
to the Detroit Field Division with this letter. It will be reopened in 
the Milwaukee Office upon the receipt of any information to the effect ~~ 
that Gerald L, K. Smith has any connection with Douglas M, Stewart / 
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United States Department of Justice a : Se 






Post Office Box 812 
Chicago Dlinois 
July 21, 1942 


Director 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir: RE: CQC'ITTES.OF 1,000,000. 
GERALD L. K.~ SMITH - 
INTERNAL SECURITY (G) 


certain articles and memoranda recently furnished to the Chicago Field 

Office : of the Anti-Defamation League, 130 North 

wells Street, concérning the above-named organization and individual. 232. 
Three photostatic copies have been prepared, ome copy of which is being ; 
sent tc the Detroit Field Office for its information. One photostatic £74 


copy of this data will be retained in the files of the Chicago Field 
Office. 


In accor“lance vith request, the originals 
of this material are being returned to him. 


The indices of the Chicago Field Office failed to reflect 
information not already furnished to the Detroit Office. 


There are being transnitted herewith photostatic conies of / 


Very truly yours, 


Evie at ny A. He JOHN Ny 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


____._ Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


[J Deleted under exemption(s) ith nto segregable 
material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
(-] Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


[) Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) pe See ee ee 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 





—_______—- Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); —...--___>> 
sas the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon returm of the material to the FBI. 


___—s- Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 











[9 For your information: _Per your March 18, 1982 letter this enclosure 
was not xeroxed for release. 
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og . “ COMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION; pw 
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: SEDITION ia 
: DECLASSI 
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Dear Sir: fee 
Please be advised that the following additional information 
hae Wesneodeivad tron TET v.00 identity ie op 
known to the Bureau: 
a GERALD SMITH and his wife are continuing to contact HARRY 


BENNETT, Personnel Manager, Ford Motor Company, both at his office 
and at his home but they rarely speak to Mr. BENNETT personally and 


, customarily leave their messeges with and obtain their messages from 
BENNETT'S eet, SMITH has some copies of ELIZABETH 


















y DILLING'S book entitle elRed Network" which he distributes upon 
special request. 










ington, D. C., who writes for the newspapers, i a 
privately told of Detroit, Michigan that he was going to ~~ 
>be sent to England and further stated that ROOSEVELT and CHURCHILL are ; 
\Tthe biggest blunderers he ever heard of and the United Nations have a 
very good chénce of being licked. 


SMITH was visited alone of Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
on Friday, July 10, 1942 and t wo of them had dinner and a conference _~ 
for several hours with SS AUGUSTUS, LINDBERGH at the Dearborn Inn 
in Dearborn, Michigan. ‘DRPERRED le Jer eee NUS 
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SMITH was considerably concerned about newspaper articles-to — he i 
the effect that SMITH was going to be involved in the Grand Jury,,. > 
Investigation being conducted at Chicago, JTilinois into the subject of 
sedition in the midwest. SMITH claims to be a total stranger tc Miss 
FRANCES \DUSENBERRY by whom SMITH is being implicateg..-SMITH st@&-tbutes 
this adverse publicity to the desire of his enemies, particularly 
WALTER WINCHELL, the Jews, and Communists to smear SMITH'S reputation. 
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IN of Pontiac, Michigan told SMITH that 





r 
Letter to Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH 
July 18, 1942 COMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION; 
INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION. 


"our friend" from the southwest is believed to have been arrested in 
northern California and put in a concentration camp. SMITH expressed 
his opinion that "our friend" may be out on a confidential mission and 
advised Reverend MARION not to worry. SMITH stated to MARION that he 
has appealed to the Federal Bureau of Investigation because he feels 
that a conspiracy is underway to exterminate him in some way. SMITH 
invited Reverend MARION to reside at SMITH'S ting at Masonic Hall on 
July 17, 1942. SMITH said he called online. release ey, 
enough gasoline to take people to church on Sundays and to the election 
booths on election day. SMITH expressed that he was worried, that we 
are losing this war. Reverend MARION said in about thirty days Russia 
would be right back with HITLER. MARION then cited the eleventh chapter 
of DANIEL of the Bible, which predicted the downfall of Egypt. 





SMITH also accuses that he has some very merciless enenies 
among Jewish organizations which are preparing to turn over to SMITH'S 
political oponents material against SMITH. SMITH expressed confidence 
in the Federal Bureau of Investigation and specifically in Mr. BUGAS, 
Saying that Mr. BUGAS would not allow SMITH'S enemies to create a lot of 
trouble for SMITH. SMITH stated that he was not afraid of smear campaigns 
but he was afraid of his enemies plotting against him to frame him. 
SMITH told his Secretary, BERNARDADOMAN, that he got the impression from 
his interview with Mr. BUGAS and Mr. SOLOMDN thst they did not want to 
hurt him, they wanted to protect him egainst his enemies, 


Very truly yours, 


eer bir JOHN S. BUGAS 
= Special Agent in Charge 
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SYNOPSIS: GU 00-20 31,, sicnigen 
* reveals statements of SHITH indicating that 
{7 United States is going Fascist or Communist 
and he wa d United States toward 
Fascisn. rintervicwed concerning 
alleged plot to defame him and so forth, no 
additional information, unable to strte ym 
specifically original source of information 
about conspiracy. We contends that in- 
- volving him in Chicego Grand Jury Investi- 


po 
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204,433 


gation is pert of same conspiracy. Subject . 
occupied principally with politicel cempaign . 
to Wayne Republicen Nomination for United = 
States Senator from Mithigen. Subject con- =z Flas} 
tact of Ford Motor Compeny and Bn 
CHARLES LINDBeRGH presently employed by Ford Sim 
Motor Company. : . za 
‘ i . . ar a 
~ -P- Bes 
a. RIBERENCES : Report of Speciel icon b7e Bea 
OPIES DESTROYED *e4 June 29, 1942 et Detroit, Michigan. | Be . 
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(Detroit file 62-11%) 


DETAILS : AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


as Local Draft Board No, 10, 

17t oor Cadillac Square Building, Detroit, stated thot 
GSRALD LYMAN K. SLITH of 1753 Seyburn, Detroit, wes born in Perdeeville, 
Wisconsin on Februery 27, 189€. He gave his occupation as "preacher-radio 
commentator", He is married ard is employed by The Committee of One Million, 
2001 Industrial Bank Building. On June 2, 1942, he had not yet been classified 
under the Selective Service and Training Act. 





‘ aes Post Office Departmmt, Detroit, 
advised that from June 15, until June 25, 1942 the only return address — 

; noted on ig ames iii ssid apis Box 697, Detroit, Michigan was that 

x of 

oa ; 


Detroit, Michigan, was interviewed 
Detroit and gave the following information: 









He said he had previously conferred with Director HOOVER 
and L. B. NICHOLS, Assistant Director, concerning a large group of preachers 
and former preachers throughout the United States who are expressing seditious 
views. He said thet the leader of t who is most instru- 


mental in recruiti s of Chicago, Illinois. 
ae va a woman who has considerable eppeal and 

charm amd she usue employs this asset to convert preachers so that 
they will utter her propaganda which very closely parallels Nezi propaganda. 
aid that CI «2-55: to recruit him but he said he was 
ware of her attempt end told her frankly that she hed no chance of 
succeeding. 
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At the conference it was 







ired that an attempt was 
at the University of Michiga 
received $5,000.00 from 


rien i 
ith. man as well a 


got ample money for all_his ecxvenses from 
‘t the last he heard of was that he had become a Major in Me 
_ United States Army. 
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(Detroit file 62-112 ) 


said that all CT «i622 have the 


same method of operating. The y always have some campaign with a popular appeal 
o solicit cash contributions from large numbers of persons. 
uses the Political Research Bureau of Chicago, Illinois; 

an Antonio, Texas uses a Prohibition Platform; GERALD SMITH uses 
ommittee of One Million. said that they account to no one for 
the cash contributions they so receive and he believed that they do not report 
this income properly to the United States Treasury Department ling their 
income tax returns with the Collector of Internal Revenue. Cee 
that the most effective way for the Federal Bureau of Investigation to scare 


these people into being good Americans once more would be to openly irterview 
thom and Aamand an snennurnting of thair inznme He ssid he had formerly mde 


Webhdke CHULA SAAC ak OW i i ery iw oo abe 4 iY SA ee Chek SR Oe Om a 
this suggestion to Director HOOVER and Assistant Director NICHOLS. 
gave the impression that he was a very close informant of Assistant Director 
NICHOLS end had recently spent half a day with him discussing this situation. 


that 
she twice attended the araeaiews eae =e oo ae ee 


She also boasted thet she wes fricndly with General FRANCO, Fascist leader of 
° ae i tells incredible stories about 
Russia and she has also told hin G KAI-SHEK and all the Chinese 


Spain said the 
leaders were Communists. She also justified the Japanese aggression by saying 


that the Jap were projected into a wa ion by reason of over 

population, i: ::: thet all of crowd preach the same 

line of propagan¢ a, a ack ing the edministration, Cretan any alliance 
Pineacsacs a wt oe Teen etn ane 511 nf Peayantins tawminn an 


with the atheistic Communists of Russia and ali af then favor ing @ termina tion 
of the war by negotiating a peace and appeasing the Axis Powers. 


|  :::: thet GERALD SMITH admitted to him thet he 
had great financial backing from leading industrialists in Detroit, Michigan 


to fight Communism. SMITH oie * the United States is ultimately 
going to become either a Fascis e ore Communist state and all 

necded to defeat Communism was good leadership. SMITH told 
a foolfar not getting in for some of this Anti-Communist money. 
was unable to recall the mames of any specific financial supporter of oh 
except the senio SHITH also. complained to privately abo ut 
the alleged contro e United States by Jews am said that he intended 
to fight it. SMITH boasted t that the American people were merely 
looking fora leader and he as o be a denser of ine people when the 
United States would become a Fascist state. describes SMITH as 
having the same delusion of grandeur as uit ors boss HUEY LONG. 

SMITH also bragged that business men are looking to him as their spokesman 
to combat Communism and see that the United States would become Fascist 
rather than Communist. . 
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of the activities of 
He explained that his understanding of their program was gained merely by 
, observation. 








het SMITH is con- 
tinuously attempting to contac of Ford 
Motor Company, but he is almost always 
confronted wi thi who accepts messages for 
and delivers messages from Their usual conversation is merely 
as to whetter there is any news and the usual answer is that there is no news, 





SMITH has continued to contact CHARIES AUGUSTUS™EINDBERGH 
woin the = d Motar Company and on July 10, 1942 SMITH took 
with him to a conference, which he 
with CHARLES AUG WoorGH for several hours at Dearborn Inn, Dearborn, 
Michigan. Special Agent conducted a surveillence and observed 
that SMITH ami his wife were Griven_up to Dearbom Inn and went into @ private 
room and left several hours later, j RIES LINDEGRGH 
himself but it was reliably reportec 3 
conference was planned to be betweer. SHIT! 






















further reported that SMITH 
has distributed upon special reauest 4 copy cf ELIZABETH DILLING'S book "The 
Red Network", 









further stated that on 

ontiac, Michigan told SMITH that 

"our friend" from the southwest was rumored to be arrested in northern Cali- 

‘< fornia and placed-in a concentration cemp. He +1 aD that “our friend" 
. may be out on s confidential mission and he should not worry. 


July 1, 1942 







In accordance with Bureau letter dated June 2, 1942, 
the writer telephonically contacted Subject and requested him to appear at 
the Detroit Field Office for en interview by Mr, BUGAS and the writer concern— 
ing the aileged nlot which Subject reported to Attorney General BIDDIE,. At 
2:30 P.M. om duly 7, 1942, SITITH was interviewed by Special Agent in Charge 
JOHN S. BUGAS and tle writer in the office of the Special Agent in Charge. 
The interview lested until 3:20 P.M, and Subject was asked to give all the 
informaticn in his possession concerning the alleged plot which he reported to 
the Attorney Generai, Persistent attempts were made to confine Subject to 
this limited scope but he furnished practically no facts which were not already 
knovm to the Bureau, In short, he stated tht he was visited by Mr. 
jIz, Associate Editor of the Americen Mercury magazine, which is largely omed 
‘ by reputable Jewishpersms. HUIE told SMITH thet he wanted information so that 
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he could write a story about SMITH for American Mercury magazine and he 
explained to SMITH that it wouldn't be entirely complimentary but S{ITH under- 
stood that "it had to be that way". SMITH invited HUIE, who impressed him as 
a sincere, conscientious young man of about thirty years, out to his house for 
luncheon, In the midst of a discussion, which, of course, centered about 
SMITH, HUIE'S expression changed and he asked SMITH if he really knew how 
vicious his enemies were, When drawn out, HUIE elaborated thet in getting 
. material for his story, he had interviewed officers of the Jewish Anti~Nazi 
League in New York City, New York and Reverend L. M. BIRKHEAD'S Frienis of 
Democracy. SMITH explained thet HUIE wes favorably received by these two 
organizations since it was known that he represented the Amrican Mercury 
et i magazine, which was lergely controlled by Jews, At this point, SMITH went 
: into a harangue of Reverend L. M,/BIRKHEAD, whom he accused of being an in- 
Sincere ex-preacher who found it profitable to pretend to protect wealthy 
Jewish people from Anti-Semitic attacks. SMITH then continued thet he wam't 
- sure whether HUIE got the story of the alleged plot from the Jewish Anti-Nazi 
es League or from Friends of Democracy, but knowing Reverend BIRKHEAD he assumed 
a that HUIE got the stary fram Friends of Democracy. He admitted several times 





that he was not sure that this was the source of HUIE'S information. SMITH 
- was unable to name any person in Detroit, who was to participate in the plot 
and merely repeated information thet was already known to the Bureau and the 
Department thet within ten days after his interview with HUIE, said enemies 
of his planned to locate arms and ammunition in the homes of certain Detroiters, 
the Federal Bureau of Investigetion was then to become anonymously involved 
by being tipped off to raid these homes and the occupants would then say that 
they were friends of GERAID SMITH, HENRYECRD, FATHER;COUCHLIN, et ee be 
and any of the real leaders of Detro it, 





SMITH seid he deemed it necessary to act quickly in tmt 
bo a situation and that is why he led to expose the plot over the radio thet 

. following Sunday. He said he felt that this exposure either broke up the plot 
or more likely made tle conspirators lie in wait for some later opportunity 
to smear SMITH'S reputation. 


be During this interview the writer did not speak et all 

but ell the questioning was done by Special Agent in Charge JOHN S. BUGAS, 

who exerted a continuous effort to gain further particulars about the alleged 
| plot from the Subject and also to confine Subject's discussion to this al leged 
ys plot nevertheless SUITH frequently referred to his vicious enemies who would 

. do anything to harm him and le gave numerous examples of his need to defend 
himself. 


SHITH presented Mr, BUGAS with ons copy of "Th& Gross and 
the Flag" for June, 1942 and orm copy of "The Cross ard the Flag" for Nay, 
2942, He submitted a five-pege typewritten composition entitled "Common Lies 


Be 
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About GERALD L. 


"Lie Number 1 - 


NAnswers 





\ "Lie Number 2 - 


{ "Answers 
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K, SMITH", which is as follows: 


His name used to be SCHMIDT. 


His name has always been SMITH, and the SMITH side of his 
family are all English. | 


He was run out of the ministry, 


He resigred voluntarily as pastor of one of the largest 
churches in the South. Is now a member in god staming of 
the Christian Church in Pontiac, Michigan, where he frequertly 
fills the pulpit. — 


He is a Democrat, | 


The SMITH family have elways been Republicans. It is imposs- 
ible to be a Republican in Louisiana, where Mr, SSITH lived 
for a few years, because the Republican Party lms not been 

on the Louisiana ticket - except in Presid@mtial elections - 
for more than 25 years. There ‘just is no Republican Party 

in Louisiana, 


He is discredited. 


Among the meny orgmizations that GERALD L. K. SMITH hae 
addressed recertly are the following: Detroit Advertising 
Club, Executive Club of Chicago, Optimist Club of Detroit, 
Lions Club of Detroit, State Comention of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution of Ohio, State Comvention of the 
Chiefs of Police for the state of Michigan (he was introduced 
by Captein DOF LEONARD, now in charge of Home Defense) and, 
literally, scores of cther gatherings representing every 
faith end every walk of life. 


He hates the foreigners. 


Both the father and mother of Mrs. SMITH were immigrmts who 
came to America from Denmark, He believes thet ali foreigers 
who come to America should becom real Americans, and the 
moment they becan citizens they should put America first in 
every thought. 


GERALD SMITH is rich. 
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(Detroit file 62-1126) 
"Answer: He owns no property. His debts exceed the few little 


personal possessions which le has, If he were to dice, the 
only protection his wife would have would be e modest 
insurarme policy. 


"Tie Nunber 7 - He is pro-Fascist, 





"Answer : . As chairman af the Committee of 1,000,000 he carried to 
Washington a petition bearing 1,000,000 sigretures, asking 

: Congress to outlaw Fascism am Naziism. These petitions 

were presented by United States Senator ARTHUR H. VANDENBERG,. 


"Lie Number 8 - He is a Communisz,. 


tAnswer: The same petition which called on Congress to outlaw Fascism 
and Naziism called on Communism. 


t 


tLie Number 9 - GERALD SMITH is unpetriotic. 





"Answers tir. SMITH says he is willing to nave this question answered 
by Mr. HERMAN LUHRS, State Cormander of the American Legion. 


"Lie Number 10- GORiID SMITH isa rabble rouser am a renegade. 
"Answer: Recently, he wes invited *o address the New York Advertising 


Club by its Presidert, Mr. LOVELL THOMAS. Do renegades get 
such invitations? 





' C "Lie Number ll~ He gets his money from a mysterious source, 


"Nhinswer: The money used by Hr, GSUITH cames from the contributions af 
his followers, who are ell goad Americans, Ninety-cight per 
cent of the contributions he has received thus far for his 
campaign has come from people giving $10.00 or less. 


thes 


an "Lie Number 12- GER/LD SMITH is anti-Semitic. 


Winswer: He answers this by saying that if any person can find a 
written or public utterance he les cver made against any 
race or any creed, he will retire fr2m public life, 


"Lie Number B- His "CHRIST FIRST" slogen is used for political purposes, 
Answer: He coms from fow generations 


him to exelt the name of CHRIST 
the world, 
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"Iie Numer 1,- 


tAnswers 


"Tie Numer 15- 


tAnswer: 


"Lie Numer 16—- 


tAnswer: 


"Lie Number 17- 


tAnswer: 


He was a part of the corrupt HUEY LONG machine, 


As a minister of the Gospel, he was invited by Serstor 
LONG'S family to deliver tle funeral oration over his grave. 
The convicted criminals of the so-called HUEY LONG organiz— 
ation now in the penitentiary were all Roosevelt New Dealers. 
They deserted the HUEY LONG organization and went over to the 
New Deal party. No real HUEY LONG man who was e friend of 
HUEY LONG before his death and after his death has ever been 
convicted of any crime, 


He is against the war effort, 


Before Pearl Harbor, 80% of the American people were against 
our entrance into a foreign war. SMITH was one of the 

leaders of this 80%. Since Pearl Harbor, 99% of the American 
people have given themselves wholeheartedly to the war effort. 
GERAID SMITH is one of these, It is his conviction that 
HITL&R'S best friends in America ere the boondoggiing bureau- 
¢crats in “ashington who would rather keep their New Deal 
political machine together than to win tlhe war, The first 
plank in his platform for the Senate is - "100% Suppart for 
the War Effort," 


He is a Silver Shirt. 


In 1933, the so-celled 'Silver Shirt' organization was headed 
by YIILLIAM DUDLESSELIEY,. who called his agaization "The 
Christian Militia," SMITH was urged to become a part of this 
movement. He studied it far one month, and in August, 1933, 
in a lengthy letter to PELIEY he repudiated the whole scheme. 
This letter is now a matter of record. Thus he condemned 
PELLEY'S org ization in 1933. He tes not seen PELIEY or had 
any contact with env egert of the PELLEY organization in the 
nine years since he condemned tte Silver Shirts. . 


He is a lunatic arm an erratic persons lity. 


Recert ly, he has been imited to address Harvard University, 
the University of Minnesota amd the Yale Club of New York 
City. After he rd addressed the Press Club of Washington, 
Wh most outstanding organization of newspaper mn in America, 
. MARRNSULLIVAN, the eminent writer fa@ the New York 
cay said - | GERALD SMITH is the greatest orator on the 
Amorican platform, He combires the best qualities of WILLIAM 
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"Tie Numer 16- 


"Answers: 


"Lie Number 19— 


WAnswer: 


"Tie Number D- 


"Answers: 


"tlie Nunber 21- 


"Answer: 


"Lie Number 22- 


"Answers 


JENNINGS BRYAN, BILLY SUNDAY and LA FOLLETTE, the Senior.* 
He is against organized Labor, | 


He is an honorary member of thirteen Labor unions becawe 
of his loyal friendship for organized Labor. He has be- 
lieved far years thet the Communist Party hea conspired to 
take over orgmized Labor, Therefore, he has fought 
Communism in government, education and other phases of our 
national life. 


He is a Southern thill-billy', 


Wisconsin is his native state, “hile pastor of e large 
Indianapolis church, Mrs, SMITH was taken seriously iil. 
The pine woods atmosphere of northem Louisiana was 
prescribed for her recwery, Whe the SMITHS went South, 
they expected to return North, which they did. The whole 
SMITH family has a background of Northem traditior. Mr. 
SHITH'S grandfather on his mother's side ard his wncles on 
his father's side served heroically wth the Union amy 
during the Civil War. 


He is a pacifist ard a slacker, 


“hen the last war ended, he was 20 years old. Though 
exempted because he was a theological stwient, he refuwed 
to accept the exemption, enlisted, and was on his way to 
Camp Fremont, Californias, when the war ended. 


He is living with his seond wife, 


GERALD SMITH has been married but onec, His loyal wife 
was ELEANOR SORENSON. On the 2ist of Jume the SMITHS 
celebrated their Twentieth “Yedding Addniversary. They 
have ore son, age 18, and they have aided in tte education 
of five children not their ow. 


He is an opportunist, 
Although he has spoken before many different kinis of 
orgenizations, representing all phases of opinion, he will 


never accept an invitation fran any organization which asks 
him to compromise his convictions, 
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“Lie Number 23- 


"Answer: 


"Lie Number 24- 


ttAnswer: 


"Tie Number 25— 


tAnswer: 


He is a demegogue (a speaker of half truth). 


He invites the pvb lic to underline one sentence in anything 
he tes ever spokm or written that did not prove to be 
basically sound. To illustrate, when he announced his 
candidacy for the United States Serete, he promised tires 
for everybody. This was branded as demagoguery. But a 

few weeks later, the most eminent scientist in America 
announced that with 5% of our com crop we could produce all 
the rubber Amrica could use, 


He is the head of a secret organization. 


No person associated with GERAID SMITH is bound by secrecy, 
and he frequently says thet any person associated with him 
is free to tell everything he knows sbout the Committee of 
1,000,000 and his activities. 


He is a hypocrite. 
Every person who has ever worked for Mr, SMITH or around 
him will sey that his anthusiasm over his convictions is 


just as intense in his rrsormal life at home as when he 
enunciates his beliefs in public," 


SMITH submitted e lctter dated March 26, 1942 which he had 


written to Attorney Generel BIDDLE arguing for freedom of the press, freedom of 
speech, which is as follows: 


tThe Hon, FRANCIS J. BIDDIE 


"March 26, 1942 


Attormey Gereral of the United States 
Weshington, D. C. 


"Dear Mr. BIDDIE: 


"The attached clipping is self—~oxplan tary. As you 


will observe, Messrs, PHARSON arm ALLEN pose as semi-official 
spokesmen for you em the President. They serve notice on m in this 
column thet you have been ordered by tle President of the United 
States to crack do'n on GERAID L. K. SMITH. In the first place, I 
don't believe it. I think tte story is a fabrication — but the 
purpose of this letter is to interpret briefly the sort of damage thet 
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I think such stories do to th present war effort. 


"I am head of ‘an organization with 3,000,000 con— 
stituents in forty-eight states, but mainly in five middle westem 
states. It is no secret that I belore to that political faction 
witch has, since 1932, been bitterly anti-ROOSEVELT. As you of 
course know, I was with HUEY LONG when le was shot. I was one of 


several who sat in on the negotiations when very shocking agreements 


were reached between certain Louisiana politicans am certain 
governmental officials. As you know, this negotiation lms been fre- 
quertly referred to as the "Second Louisiana Purchase". It has now 
become almcst an open secret that certain immunities were offered in 
this conference which, in my mind, were positively scandalous and 
un-American. Others who sat in this conference became rich ard 
powerful, Iwas the only ore who refused to go @lorg with th ‘deal’. 


"This experience, plus many untold facts behina 
the assassination of HUEY LONG, of course embittered me, 


"T spoke to 72,000 people Election Eve, 1936, in 
New Orleans. I spert Election Day in jail - was heid incaomunicado 
because I had violated an old Napoleonic code ruling, forbiddirg 
anyone to spcak in the open after midnight. I had spoken from 9:00 
to 12:15, During this time I gave these humble people rather e 
detailed description af whet had happened, plus a prophesy of wheat 
was about to happen, 


"Turning my back upon the corrupt opportunities 
that were offered me in Louisiana, I proceeded, though penniless, 
to build a following which has now been accomplished, I have passed 


+h h Lew or 
through every known type of smear campaign amd physical hazard. 


Prior to the Pearl Harbor incident, I was e collaborator with the 
most respected earn prominent Saolationists, including NYE, REYNOLDS, 
WHEELER, LINDBERG and others, IJ attach herewith e& copy of the first 
address I made aftcr tlhe Decleration of War, Sire Pearl Harbor, I 
have taken as the precedent for my behavior the conduct of those 
British stetesmen who feel free to criticize men am policies, while 
at the sam tim, pledging thcir loyalty to the wareffort. Every 
Gallup Poll, dealing with the subject and the voting reoord of th 


Con ee Rena dele ration within the arece influemed by our organiz- 
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ation proves that this is the most isolationist area in America, 
while at the same timc, we have a rare ard healthy type of patriotic 
loyalty. A study of Incane Tax collections for this area, Red Cross 
drives, etc. reveals thet we ere at the top of the list in promptness 
of payment, volume of sales, etc. 
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"More than 50,000 mambers of the C,I.0. in Detroit 
are affiliated with my Committee. A survey would demonstrate that 
these people are the consistent workers am the mat conscientious 
producers in this city. 


"Of course, the Reds are now whooping it up for the 
war, but a study of their factional following will demonstrate that 
their loyalty to the proiuction program has been the most spotted of 
all, I frequertly advise my people to give generous cooperation to 
all th humanitarian and civil defense enterprises. In 4 meting of 
one thousani leaders this week I urged everyone of them to becom weir 
raid wardens, No moter who has ever written to me, expressing the 
-sadness of her heart over the absence of her son, has ever been 
encouraged to be embittered. On the contrary, I have always reminded 
such motlers that it 4s an honor for them to be able to give a son to 
their country in defense of th: Stars ami Stripes, 








oral "Please remember, Mr, BIDDIE, that I am writing this 
; letter because I believe you to be a man of substance and philosophi- 
cally inclined = enough so to be realistic, Yes, I am an irreconcilable 
leader of the Loyal Opposition, I expect to be very active in the 
coming Congressional campaigns, I expect to criticize domestic policies, 
including boondoggling, partisanship in the war effort, and numerous 
other political practices in Washington and elsewhere, with Which I 
conscientiously and patriotically disagree, Now, youand your coor- 
: dinates have two courses which you can follow, You can follow the 
‘See course which, up until this time,‘ you apparently have followed in 
if : J dealing with the irreconcilable opposition which, though opposed to 

+ 





political policies, is loyal to the war effort, On th: other hand, 
you can follow the course of the extremists, But, remember, tint 

deep in the sub-conscious mind of our people is an overwhelming 
agreement with what we are saying, Even right in the Govemmenrt in 
Washington I have man clandestine friends who admit that they agree 
with my philosophy; Although I have always conducted myself as a 
patriot and a Christian, perhaps if you hold over m the microscope 

of prejudice emi political persecution, youcan fim som technicality 
which can wound me, smear me, am eventually imprison me. 


. 
t 
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"Should you follow this course, you would find in my 
heart the spirit of the martyr and the secrificial attitude of the 
crusader, Let me remind you that I have been tested as by fire. The 
same gun that was drawn on HUEY LONG was pointed toward me, and by 
the measure of a split second the killer was killed before he could 
pull the trigger, 
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"As for momey and power, every offer that could be 
made to a man has been made to m by tlhe spokesmen far the present 
administration, I presume no man in “ashington is more familiar 
with my crusading courage than Mr. JOSEPH KEENAN, who was the first 
Assistant Attorney Gereral under Mr. CULMINGS, If, however, your 
natural attitude toward tle 'GERAID SMITHS! of America is overruled, 
I shall be only too happy to let my misfortune am pain am loss of 
liberty symbolize and emphasize and personify the fact that something 
serious has happened in America, which only greet secrifice can 
correct. Here is Detroit, the Arsenal of America, the home of three 
nationelly known isolationists - HENRY FORD, FATHER COUGHLIN and 
a GERALD L. K. SMITH. At this writing, it is rather reliably rumored 
that Hr, LIMDBERGH is coming to live in Detroit. We four have no 
organic connection. I have not talked to FATHER COUGHLIN for nearly 
six years, but the combined following of these four men in this area 
is suwh thet I believe that any program of persecution thet might be 
released on any one of us by any agency of the Government World 
; #3 result in making literally millions of good patriotic Americans sad 
a and disillusioned, 








"Early in the war I wrote a letter to the Office of 
Civilian Defense offering to do enything that they considered wise 
in helping to interpret th: needs of ow nation in this terrible 
crisis to my 3,000,000 bitterly isolationist constituents. All I 
received was a forn, 





; ; "If I were running this war amd knew 2 political 
a anemy who had 3,000,000 followers, I would send sombody to see him 


ey . in order that he might be utilized constructively in helping to brirg 
sy. “a about national unity. But, no instead of thet we gct gossip and 


smear and vicarious and direct persecution through the grapevine 
route of such scendal-mongers as PEARSON and ALIEN, 


"Of coursc, if youand your superious want 'rubber- 

stamp! and spineless egreerent with everything you do, whether it 

‘be right or whether it be wrong, cven though it involves political 
rackcteers, boondoggling emi Communist propaganda -= if you want 
thet fran mé, you are not going to get it. I would rathcr lose my 
liberty inside ae prisonwall, suffering to regain it, than to 
surrender it voluntarily outside e prison well because I lacked the 
olf-fashioned Americen courage to fight for it, The words of 
PATRICK HENRY still sound good to me - 'Give me liberty, or give me 
death,! 





"tl have e son, eighteen, ready to accept the cell. 
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Not one thing will be said by me to discourage him from giving 
everything he ms to the winning of this war. I don't propose, 
however, to mix my loyelty to the war effort with a set of propa- 
ganda schemes now being opportumized on by numerous presumptuous 
individuals who seem to have altogether too much influence over our 
national policy. If my son is willing to die in Iceland or on the 
English Channel, that doesn't mean to nme that he must swallow the 
"Union Now" propaganda. If it seems to be wise military stretegy 

i to collaborate with the Russim Army, that doesn't mean tht I have 
: to be bulldozed by a set of Detroit Reds ami Communists who did 





po od verything they could to paralyze industry while STALIN was in bed 
—. with HITLER, and are now doing everything they can to sabotage 
an; industrial leadership under the cloak of the war effort. 
ee "T am serding you under separate cover a copy of 
a our néw magazine THE CROSS AND THE FLAG. There are many things in - 
oe this magazine with which youwill disagree. In my opinion, there 
i is nothing in it disloyal to the war effort. If 60, would you 


please point it out tome. The purpose of this letter is not to 
ask eny favors of the Attorrey General's office. A realistic 
studert of natiorel affairs, as I believe youto be, will see in 
this letter a emstructive motive - no boot-licking, of course, but 
a sincere appraisal of a state of mim which not only exists in 
fierica, but exists in large quantities, There are millions of us. 


"Please tell your coordinates am your superiors 
to test us with e cold-blooded bid for our money, our blood, our 
time and ow comforts in behalf of th: wareffort. Tell them to 
ask us for these things separate from propaganda, political philoso- 
phies, partisan politics am Congressional campaign strategy, Tell 
them to challenge our people to rise and die far America, and con- 
trast our response with the Communistic boot-lickers who are oppor- 
tunizing on the war effort es a charre to wourd and paralyze us, 
their worst potential foes. Don't forget thet Sergeant YORK was 
opposed to the last war. Suppose he had been handled like some 
people went my people handled, 





"You mey not like everything in this letter, but 
—: it will be a lorg time before you receive one containing mare 
sincerity and genuine patriotism, 


"Yours truly, 


Ne nOLKS:U "GERAID L. K. SMITH." 
: mbe 
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SMITH also submitted a press release of his dated 
April 29, 1942 in which he set forth an open letter to Attormey General BIDDIE 
asking whether VTALTER WINCHELL should be allowed to create the impression thet 
he is th: vanguard voice of the Department of Justice, which is set forth 
below: 


"Press Release = =~ . | "Detroit, Michigan 
Committee of 1,000,006 April 29. 1942 
Detroit, Michizen immediate Release 


IGERLID L. Xk. SUIT WRITES OPEN LETTER TU ATTORNEY GENERAL BIDDIZ 
RELATIVE 1C VALTER VINCHELL, 


"Only too happy to appear before any recognized 
agency of the Government," says SwITH. 


"Below is an exact copy of an open letter GERALD L. 
K, SIKEITH wrote to the Attorrmey Genera. of the United States today:. 


"The Hon. FRANCIS J. BIDDIE 
itvorney Gereral of the United States 
Wa3hincton, 0. C. 


‘Gear Mr. BIDDIE: 


"On Sunday night, April 26, in his regular weekly 
broadcast, Mr. WAUTER WINCHELL announced that I was to be called 
before a Federal Grand Jury nov sitting in Washington, D. C. Mr. 
WINCHELL said thet Iwas next on th list. He allowed the | 
impression to go ow that I would be questimed concemirg the 
Christian magazine THE CROSS AND TH FLAG, of which I am the editor. 


"On Morday, April 27, the Detroit Free Press carried 
a special dispatch from its bureau to the effect that the Depertment 
of Justice was moted as saying that they had no knowledge of any 
plan to call me to 'lashington,. 


"As you perhaps know, Mr. BIDDLE, I have made myself 
& student of subversive activities for many years, and I welcome 
any and ell opportunities thet may come to m to appear before any 
committee or department or agmey of the Goverment seekirg to 
benefit by any knowledge that I have at my command concemirg these 
enemies of America. 
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"I write this letter, havever, for the purpose of 
inquiry. Is it the policy of the Depertment of Justice, or any of 
its egencies, to give advance information to WALTER WINCHELL and 
other gossip columnists concerning its proposed activities? Do you 
consider it just for the impression to go out over America that Mr. 
WINCHELL has some sort of an inside treck of informtion concemirg 
the proposed activities of your Departma@t? 





"Furthermore, I suggest to you, Mr, BIDDIE, thet Nr. 
VWINCHELL and other gossip columnists have aided in the creation of 
the impression that to be called before a Federal Grand Jury is 


“ 4 dishonorable. As you and every lawyer in America knows, a Grand 
by Jury could not function if it did not have the opportunity to obtain 


‘ . inform tion fran the innocent end tit honorable end the intelligent 
patriotic citizen, as well as the sus pected criminal, 


fas "I am not disturbed ower any thought of being called 
to Washington by any department of the Goverment. 4 thorough 
investigation of my activitics will reveal theta list of ny 
supporters in Detroit wild reed like a duplicate list of cotributors 
to the Community Chest fromthe top to the bottom. 


"The thing that humiliates m is thet a disreputable 

sean mereka like YI/.LTER WINCHELL, who has served his journalistic 

soprent teeehis in th: night clubs of New York, should be ellamed to 

reate the impression over th radio thet he = ALTER WINCHELL - is 
the vanguard voice of the Depertment of Justice. 


"I, therefore, request af you, Attomey Germ ral BIDDIE, 
that you issw ea statement to th nation describing and defining the 
activities of a Federal Grand Jury as it relates to the guilty and 
the innocent, and thet you make clear to the people thet which we 
already know, namely = that Mr. WALTER WINCHELL and his 'tkilan! of 
gossip journalists have no inside track with the Depertment of Justice. 





"Sincerely, 


ee 


"GLKS/U NGERAID L. K. SMMOTH." 


ilso spoke about the recert accusetion of the City Council 
of Cleveland on the proposed resolution to prevent GERAID L. K. SHITH from 
using the municipal auditorium, SMITH submitted e copy of the speecirs whim 
| she delivered before the City Council of Cleveleni on Jur 24, 1942 against the 
sake resolution, which is being retained in the files of the Detroit Field Office,. 
Ba | 
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He also sutmitted the first and secom pages of the 
Cleveland Plain Dealer for June 25, 1942, which contained a description of 
the meeting before the City Council, at which tle resolution to forbid SIITH 
from speaking in municipal auditorium was defeated as a result of the oppos— 
ition of "more than a hundred shouting merbers of the United Mothers of 
America and the Committee of 1,000,000 and other supportors of GERALD L. K. 
SMITH", This also is being retained in the files of thc Detroit. Field Office, 


SMITH also submitted an undated letter, which he issued 


in connection with his political campaign for the Office of United States 
Senator from the state of Michigan and inasmuch as this letter contains some 
statements which are as radical as enything admitted by SMITH it is reproduced 
herewith: 


"LET IT BE UNDERSTOOD that the writer of this letter, like 
all patriotic Americans, considers that no sacrifice is 
too great in order that the war effort be supported 100%. 
If to win the war requires poverty, bankruptcy, bloodshed, 
of course we are all willing to pey that price. The 


writer is attemotine to brine out in this letter the 


2 on oe wate, we eee, wee ee i ee te Oe te 


argument thet every time we close an industry or cripple 
an independent enterprise or destroy the profitable 
activities of any group of ow citizens, it must be done 
with th: thought in mind thet rulings effccting these 
conditions ere to be only temporary. If I go to thc 
United Statcs Scnate, I propose to fight for all provisions 
which will restore our American way of life am protect 
indcpendcnt enterprise after the war, The reader of this 
letter surely knows that a certain Communistic clique in 
Washington is attempting to make ell these programs of 
wartime regiment ation permanent, 


sent 
"My dear friend: 


"This is a long but interesting lctter from GERAID 
L. K. SMITH. ; 


"IJ wonder if you can see th handwriting on the wall. 
Inasmuch as youare an intelligcnt businessman, I am confident that 
you can, We are faced with a danger in this country of complete 
regimentation - not th ordinary and justifiable wartime regimentation, 


but a form of bureaucratic rcgimentation which is a sort df a cross 
between Fascism and Conmmunisn. 


"EARL SROWDER has just been released from the Federal 
Penitentiary. This No. 1 Communist has been attempting to overthrow 
me 17 
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our government for twenty-five years, His agonts here in Detroit 
have so thoroughly sabotaged industry inthe past, and are so 
infiltrated into our industry at this very moment, thet if HITIER 
and STALIN should happen to make up egain -—~ I dubt seriously if 
many of Detroitts important industries could operate, You'will 
recall when EARL BROVWDER was sentenced to the penitentiary, the 
Communist party wes cooperating with HITIER; ard their outstanding 
stooges = like the alien Red, HARRY BRIDGES - were doing all they 
could to paralyze shipping and manufacturing. 


"Well—informed observers tell me that a Communistically- 
inclined brain trust operating in Washington is determined to take 
advantage of the war emergency to prodwe a form of regimentation 
which cannot be discontinued after the war is over, These bureau 
crats, influenced by Communists, who in some instances are Conmunists 
themselves, are determined to destroy the entire profit system. 





"A Communist revolution rests on three basic principles: 


l. Destroy the profit system, 

2. Transfer management from owrership to labor. 

3. lLiquidate the middle class by (a) encouraging the monopolies 
which can easily be taken over by the Goverment, amd (b) 
putting the little manufacturer, the middle man ard the little 
businessman ow of business through Feder rulings, red tape 
and priorities, 





, - "All over Wichigen, ant Michigan is no different from 
ae any other state in the Union, little indepemient manufacturers and 
businessmen are being ruthlessly destrcyed without any provision 
being made for their protection, without any insurance being pro- 
vided against their complete bankruptcy and destruction, The 
priority rulings alme will bankrupt 17,000 middle-class businessmen 
in the Detroit area within the next twelve months. 





"Michigan's secom largest imiustry, the tourist trade, 
will very likely be destroyed this summer by the exercise of Bees 
and rationing rules. 
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"NMichigants first largest industry ~ th manufacture 
of autanobiles -— has already been destroyed. ‘he larges automobile 
factory in the world, The Ford Motor Company, has but ore customer —- 
the Government. 


WHundreds of thousands of tire dealers are being 
- 18 = 
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driven into thc breadlire, 


"Thousands upon thousamis of autamobile dealers, who 
usuelly help maks up the backbore of the American main street, are 
standing with thcir backs to the wall. Dealers and brilliant sales- 
men, who have spent a lifetime qualifying themselves for their pert 
in these constructive enterprises, are being driven into a thread- 
bare existence, 


"Little storekeepers and independent | merchants, whe 
camot afford to take frequert imentories am wno haven't the 
momrey to buy roundtrip tickets to Washington am who cannot retain 


expensive lawyers, are falling like corn stalks before a blight. 


"Yes, I am aware that these emergencies am these 
Gire circumstances leve been brought on by the war emergency. 
Every patriotic American is trepared to make any sacrifice necessary 
to victory. But, you will observe tht special provisions are being 
made for the organized pressure groups, which have always been 


favored by the New Deal politicians, These orgmized pressure 


groups nave arranged with the politicians to underwrite any calamity 
that they might face - but,the thousamis of little businessmen, who. 

are beirg driven into the he breadline, have been forgotten by the New 

Deal politicians and ere beirg driven to the wall amd liquidated to 

the camplete satisfaction of the Reds ard the Communists, 


Mhhat's to become of 2 little manufacturer with a 
ceiling on the prices of his merchandise emd no limit on the wages 
he must pay? The answer is simple. 


« 


"The burcaucratic tyrants who have no more patriotism 
then a loise are all set to smear any courageous fighter lik: myself 
as a defestist, a pro-Nazi, e breeder of disunity. 


tA new class of poverty-stricken individiels is being 
developed, They erc the old-time substantial, independent, middle- 
class Americans, 


"A new cless of rich and powcrful is being developed 
in America, Thcy ere the bureaucrats, the political racketeers 
and the gctted and favored 'fat cats', who are bootlegging their 
way to wealth with the coopcration of corrupt politiciens, 


"It is really dangerous to fight these people. They 
are ruthless, desperatc, unscrupulous em without mercy. 


-19- 
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"Yes, I am running for the United States Senate, but 
I never dreamed five years ago, @ cven onc yeer ago, that I wuld 
do it. In fact, I vowed I would never run for any office. Hy life 
has been colorful and dangerous. I have fought without fear, 
through the yeers, a crusading fight against the most dangerous 
crimine ls of this century. I have been en enemy of New Deal commun— 
ism from its very inception, In the face of gun squads, killers, 
political smear artists, I exposed the ettompt mede by the Communist 
Party to scize control of the great industrial labor moverent. I 
have had a bad press, I have been smeared, lied ebout, ridiailed. 
I heve been branded es ea demagogue, an opportunist, a leader of the 
lunatic fringe. Even certain so-called intelligent people, who 
should knaw better, have elloved themselves to believe these lies 
that have been invented to destroy not only myself, but the profit 
systcm, indepemert enterprise am th: American way of life. 





"I searched the entire state of Michigan for a man of 
shericter and courage, whom I could support far the United States 
Senate, There are many good men in the state who are qualified for 
ea this high office, whose backgroum is convertional am polite and 
; unspotted by smear, unfavorable publicity or false accusations. 





"But a comvertional citizen refuses to seek office, 

He knows what I know - tt the moment he begins to attack EARL 
BROWDER, the boondogglers, the bureaucratic Reds, the New Deal 

- profiteers - he wild be smeared. The politicians in power will 

go back over his life to the day of his birth am they will 
resurrect every little mistake he has ever made. They will attempt 
to fird in his life or in his msiness conduct some minor infractim 
or law violation on which they can opportunize. Most of these good 
solid men with conventional backgrounds have wives and families 
who dread the thought of heving to face their neighbors and friends 
who may, in some instances, bclieve these vicious, bureaucratic, 

i smear artists, 








"As far as I am concerned, I have scars all over my 
body. I have been accused falsely of every crime in th calendar, 
I have a lovely Christian wife who hes edjusted herself philosophi- 
cally to the terrible things thet arc oe about men who fight the 
fight as do ‘1s 





"A survey reveals tt I have the larzest imepemieant 
following of any plain citizen in America, In my files are the 
origim1 signatures of 610,000 Michigen citizens. Frenkly, I don't 
think an ordinary, inexperienced, good citizen cm stand up under 


“50% 





aS DE SA he i hk a a eB aa eRe Pet aut | aad a a 
. sa ag WEE he oy Oe Sage Ce ee ee Bae a Namie Teagan we atime os ane nba 


Ok nee 


}. 


ae es eae eee ae Ne a le ie non em ell a es at eit be ei Ei as cle! 





(Detroit file 62-1126) 


the fight that must be fought if we ere to dethrom these New Deal 
bureaucrats and these communisticelly inclined regimenters, It 
requires a man who is tough and fearless and, to use the vernacular, 
twho can take it!, 


"Question your friends, not in the presence of a 

third party — question your friemis ore ata time am you will be 
surprised to find the number that agree with m on mst matters, 

I could tell you of a thousand flagrant practices that are being 
indulged in, but I give you here just me little one as a sample, 
You wonder why so many Southern congressmen seem to be ‘rubber 
stemps!, Have you mede a atudy of the appropriations of money 

thet have been made for Soithern farmers? I cell your attention to 
the spate of Mississippi, I have made a study.of the money that 
has gone to farmers in the form of bonuses for not raising cotton, 
While 10 farmers in Michigan received more than $1000 last year 

for not. producing crops, and while the Michigan farmers received 
3% of their inom from the Government ~ the farmers of Mississippi 
received 23% of their income from the Goverment and 2,095 
Mississippi farmers received mare than $1000 each; meny of them 
$5000; others $10,000; and others received as high as $60,000 per 
farm for no raising cotton, 








"Is it treason for m to suggest that Michigan 
businessmen ere beim put out of ‘business by a taxation program 
which subsidizes such lunacy in government? 


"More disgraceful even than the amount of more y dona ted 
to certain farmers for not producirg crops is the fact that in 
certain counties the Agriculture Department has spent as high as 

§2% of the subsidy for distribution costs, In one county it cost 

the government 4,000 to distribute $7630, In several munties the 
distribution cost was 40% ard in many counties it was 33%. Imagire 
$7630 being appropriated for the little farmers in a county ~ with 
$4000 going to the political jobholaers emi only $3630 going to the 
farmers,. (For cmfirmtions of these statennts conceming egri- 
culture waste, see the Congressional Reeord for May 14, page 4333, 
and the Congressional Record for May 12 and 13.) 


"Yes, I'm behind the retioning program 1008, but 
right this minute: famors ere being paid $40.00 per acre not to 
prodwe sugar and, while you wife is asked to clip th cuffs off 
your pants, Mississippi fermers and millions of other farmers are 
being paid millions of dollars not to praiwe cotton, 
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"In the days that ere eheead, you will hear many 
vicious things ebout me, but suppose you resigned yorr j@ ard I 
would withdrew from the Senate race am you would annource thet” 
you were going to expose th: things I have referred to in this 
letter - what do you think would happen to your reputation in about 
six weeks, and maybe in about six days? This New Deal howe- 
wreckire crew, these political torture-chamber boys would start 
on you. They would sond out reports conceming your behavior md 
your pest condit, which would very lilt ly bring tears to the eyes 
of your lowed mes ard epprehension to the heerts of your neighbors, 





. "This war broke out just as the Red revolutionists 
a were beginning to get their teeth into ow flesh, ari they are 
determired that instead of slowing down because of the war, that 
they are going to make a revolutionary cleanup right. during the 
war — am they stand a good chance of accomplishing their aim, If 
wa, you have been a consistent listener to me over the radio, you may 
Pah have heard me say a few things with which you disagreed, but you 
know very well thet my radio addresses have been sound and logical 
= and I have been ri ght on practically every major issue - so much. 
so, thet the senior member of the Michigan delegation in Congress, 
a Mr. ROY “OODRUFF, has praised me m tte floor of the lower house, 
ett os and the senior senator from Michigan, ARTHUR VANDENESRG, has 
praised m on the upper floor of Congress, 








The person who is egainst m tes doubtless thrown 
this letter into the waste basket long before he came to this 
i paragraph. My reason for sending this letter to you is to tell 
base... you how you can help me if you believe it is important to puta 


Roe . 
cower fearless, fighting man in tle United States Senate, I'm going to 
wt, conduct my campaign in three sectims: 


1. The period of petition cirmlation. 
2. The Primary cempaign. 
3. The Gereral Election, 


"If you would lile to give me morry with which to 
meet some of these expenses, here's what it will be used for: 


1, The expense of visiting many communities in Michigan. 

2. The purchase of radio time. 

3. The miiling out and th collecting in of petitions. 

4. Inasmuch es most of the newspapers will not have the 
courage to print many of the things that I shall say, 
it will be necessary to mil out circulars which deal 
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with the burning issues of this hour, 


"Attached herewith is a coupon which provides for 
is those who desire to mail in a contribution at once, Others may 
. =: want to contribute e certain amount of cash immediately and so 
ae much a month during the campaign. The attached coupon provides 





i far these contributars, Others may want to send in an anonymous 
7 contribution, 


"Tt is understood that a contribution to my campaign 
in no way obligates me, if elected, to th giver of the contribition. 
I shall fight for the principles enunciated in this letter am 
which I shall enunciate over the radio station WJR every Sunday night 
at 7:15. 

"If you think there is substance in this letter, 
read it again — and if you care to, I would appreciate a letter 
from you commenting on the ideas suggested in this letter. I would 
also be pleased if youwould pass this letter on to a friend after 
you have read it, 


"Sincerely yours, 
NGLKS/U MGERAID L. K. SMITH." 
‘SMITH also submitted a copy of page one of Chicago Daily 
Tribune dated May 21, 1942 giving ths expose! of the plot to ruin Senator 


DAVID I. WALSH. This is being retairedin the files of the Detroit Field 
Office, 





SMITH also submitted a copy of the Daily Worker for 
Jure 30; 1942 on th first pege of which anarticle entitled "Execute Then.'" 
appears, which alludes to the eight Nazi saboteurs who arrived in th United 
States during June 1942 and then says, "There are propagandists ami schemers 
in American political life whose ides ere not much different from those of 
the Bund, In fact, the Bund has epplauwied their speeches am policies, 
COUGHLIN is me of these, MARTIN DIES is enother, SENATOR REYNOIDS, chairman 
of the Senmete Military Affairs Committee is still another. GERAID L. K. SMITH 
is another. There are many more, Their names are no secret." The articis: -- 
then concludes, "These eight particular Nazi killers have beam caught. There 
must be meny uncaught. An example must be made. Let the Army handle these 
gents in doub le-quick order." SMITH pointed out that this article is a clear 
cese of the Communists inciting people to murder him ard other persons therein. 
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This copy of the Daily Worker is being retained in ‘the files of the Detroit 
Field Office, 


: SMITH and to his Secretary h7&1 
Barer accordirg to that his interview © 
with the Federal Bureau of Investigation was t horoug satisfactory and he b1 


got the sa ieiaeuel an that the Federal Bureau of Investigation was going to 


protect him against the conspir ators which he described in profane terns and 


that they were not out to hurt SMITH at all. 





As soon as SMITH read in tle newspaper on July 10, 1942 
thet he was beirg linked with the Chicag@-Grand Jury Investigation of Seditim 
27 : in the: midwest, he telephonical ly advised JOHN S. BUGAS, Special Agent in 
. Charge, that this might be a culmination of the conspiracy of his enemies’to 
~ smear his reputation. SMITH advised Mr, BUGAS that there was no truth to his 
: alleged effiliation with WILLIAM DIDLEY PELLEY but he feared that it might be 
. used by hateful people desiring revenge, SMITH explaired to Mr. BUGAS that 
PELLEY wanted to. see HUEY LONG | in 1933 and SMITH int erviewed him and manifested 
an interest long enough to find out whet PELIEY had in mind am then wrote a 
4 letter repudiating PELLEY'S organization, _ 





ma, men 


In accordance with an arrangement, previously reported, 
with radio station WR, the following copies of GERALD L. K. SKITH'S radio 
broadcasts for June 21, 28, July 5, 12, 1942 are set forth. 





. 


NSUNDAY, June 21, 1942 


hy "Thanks to the sacrificial support of my faithful and 
oa loyal friends ~- I amstill onthis radio, This is my 212th broadcast, 
rote I wish I could walk into the home of every one of my supporters all 
a over America, speak to you personally aré thank youfor your prayerful 


and devoted support, 


"The vicious determination of my emmies to completely 
= destroy m is amazing. Most of my opposition can be traced to my 
ote eo consistent and fearless attack on Nazi-Comnunism and the vile enemies 
Ee within our gates. I amore of a very few mn who has had the courage 
as in the face of every knovntype @ threat to nam and describe these 
serpents who have coiled themselves within th bosam of: Amica, 


"Fascist-minded bureaucrats in Washington, Communis- 
tically—inclined political jobholders, old-time racketeering machine 
politicians shudder at the very thowlht of my being in the United 
States Senate, 
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"If we old-fashioned, Christian Americans don't get 
busy and put more men in the United States Congress who fear God and 
fear no man -- our nation will be domed to regimentation, bureau- 
cratic tyranny and one=party dictatorship. The great two-party 
systan in America must be lept alive. The Loyal Opposition is the 
only check and balance tht America people have. It is the only 
protection they have against one-party tyranny. 


"Until this week I was curious to know what instru- 
ment my enemies would use, through which to strike. 'Who', said,I, 
7411 they pick as the stooge through which to operate in their 
, attempt to assassinate my character, menace this crusade for real 
ee 4 Americenism which I lead?! Well, they have evidently chosen far 
thet purpose a professor, yes, a professor, one JOHN 5. SHEPHERD, 
now being paid ow of the taxpayers! money to teach in the University 
of Michigen. Who is Professar JOHN S. SHEPHERD? He is th men who 
was exposed before ths Dies Committec as encouraging end cooperating 
with the most radical elements and Comunisticelly-inclined elements 
aa in Michigan, as well as in Americe. Who is Professor JOHN &, 
SHEPHERD of the University of Michigan? He is the gentleman who 
attended a Communist—front relly in 2 Detroit Hotel some months ap 


and recommended that the public schools of Detroit be opened to the 
W4 
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"Professor SHEPHERD'S comrade in his program of 
che racter essassination, in perfect harmony with the Communist party, 
is one HAROLD P, MARIEY of Ann Arbor, Michigan. I am informed thet 
Mr, MARIEY is a Uniterian preacher, Now, thet sounds pretty good, 
cam doesn't it? A university professor and a Unitarian preacher — but, 
ct ladies end gentlemen, it doesntt sound so good when I tell you that 
these two gentlemen for months and months have been addressing rallies 
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Kes set up by the Communist party or their stooges for the purpose of 
' : seeking the release of EARL BROWDER, the No. 1 Red, for the Federal 
Penitentiary. 


mYhat docs Professor SHEPHERD want todo to m? Well, 
herc is tlre answer. I find Professor SHEPHERD'S name attached to a 
circular which reads as follows: 'A prison cell -- not ew Senate seat = 
is the place for GERALD L. K. QIITH.' “Jel, ladies and gentlemen, no 
man on earth is aboe accusation, but I say to you, my vicicus 
political enemies, if you ere going to attack me befare the American 
people, you'll have to do better timn this. Let the attacks thet are 
leveled ageinst GERALD L. K. SMITH be leveled hy ghia shea patriots — 
real Arericans, 
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"I'm yroud of my enemies, I'm proui to be attacked 
by such menas HAROLD; .RIEY, STANIEPNIOVAK and Professor JOHN SHEPHERD, 
who heve been cooperative, obedient stos es for tle Communist party, 
lo -~tlese mny years. 


tYes, I know what you Reds had planned, You thought 
that because we were military allies with Russia you could abuse this 
circumstance by ramming the red had poker of Communism down our throats 
and brand as treason any attack on Red, Communistic atheism. But the 
Attorney General of the United States, the Hon. FRANCIS J. BIDDIE, 
took the wind owt of your sails when he ruled that Communism is a crim. 
In this ruling Mr, BIDDLE called for the deportation of the alien 
Communist, HARRY BRIDGES, ani this is what the Attorney Gereral said: 





'The Communist party of the United States, a section 
of the so-called 'Third International', was founded in 1919; and, 
after its name was changed several times, finally became 'The Communi st 
Party of the U.S. A.! in 1929, The Third Internatimal advocated the 
class struggle, which was described as entering the phase of civil war 
in America, Illegal methods were also advocated, where necessary, to 
carry on its work; systematic agitation in the Army; the renouncing 
of patriotism; ard th revolutionary overthrow of capitalism, The 
American ‘section! adopted a program declaring: 'The Communist perty 
will systematically am persistently propagate the idea of the 
inevitability of and necessity for violemt revolution am will prepare 
re thc workers for armed insurrection as the only mans of overthrowing 
S we the capitalist state,' The Communist party teaches the violent - 

: overthrow af existing governments, includirg the United States....The 
Conmunist party...,advocates am teaches tle err) by force and 
violence, of th: Govemmert of vie. United States, 








"There you have At, » Professor SHEPHERD, You and your 
. : Communist friemis sought th release af EARL BROWDER., You ard your 
oor friends helped to set up a rally in Detroit addressed by EARL BROWDER'S 
brother two days before his rdlase. Now you join in this attempt to 
assassinate my character amd impugn my patriotism and slamer and 
scandalize the 3,000,000 constituents of this crusade, : 


Well, Professor SHEPHERD, you arm your friends have 
been encouraging Communism on the campus of the Umiversity of Michigan 
-- you know that you and this preacher MARIEY have bem a thorn in 
th flesh of Pres.“RUTHVEN of the University of Michigan. You mMve 
caused this great institution of learning no erd of embarrassment 
because of your determire tion to encourage propaganda among our sons 
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and daughters, Then you came out with’a program to release EARL 
BROWDER the No. 1 Communist in America, who is a part of the very 
movement which th Attorrey General says is a scheme to over—throw 
the United States Government by force. But you put your name to a 
petition to lock GERALD L. K. SMITH in a prison cell. 


Mell, Professor SHEPHERD, I don't blame the 
University cf Michigan for you, and I don't hold that great educa~ 
tional statesman, President RUTHVEN, responsible far your behavior. 





; ; "But I'l] tell youwhat I think of the Christian 
people of America amd the Christian people of Michigan -- they are 

going to want to send to tle United States Senate the very men that 
es you would like to’semi to Atlanta Penitentiary, Am I'll say some- 
=. thing else to you, Professor JOHN SHEPHERD, I'd rather go to Atlanta 
Penitentiery that to the United States Senate if I had to compromise 
With the God-hating, church-burning Conmunism of your subversive 
associates, 





"Ladies amd gentlemen, now do yourealize th: burdm™ms 
I have to > carry? Now are you aware of the atheistic crosses on 
which the enemies of America arc attempting to crucify me? But 
suppose I tell you that your prayers are being answered, that victory 
Ry oe is insight, that thousanis of names are coming in signed to my 
re petitions = the petitions which are necessary to put my name on the 
oF <e ballot for the United States Senate. 





wy 
ows 


; "Now you who are my lukewarm friends or my enemies, 
- you might just as well turn off the radio naw because I am going to 
talk to my very close and admiring friends. I cannot fight these 
racketeers, these Reds, theses bureaucrats am these character 
assassins alone, I mst lave you help. J repeat, I must have your 
help. 


"Now you people who do not live in Michigan, Write 
to me immediately and I will tell you how you can help m, You 
people who live in Michigan, if you have one of my blank petitions 
filled or partly filled, have it signed by a notary public and msh 
it to me immediately. T beg of you - please dm't Benny send yas 
petitions in immediately, 


"Jf you are my friend an you don't have a petition, 


please write far one or as meny as ven Gesire and I will rush these. 
petitiors to you. | 
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"I an a poor man ~ I] ama persecuted man ~ J am 
abused. Character assassins and conspiring anoopers are working on 
me every how of the day — but I an your voice —- I am the voice of 
the little farmer, I am the voice of the worker, I am the voice of 
the independent businessman, I an the voice of those who believe in 
the American way of life. I speak for the speechless - I fight for 
the weak. I would rather die far the right than compromise with the 
Wrong « 


"You can expect anything to happen to me, anything. 
But be assured that I have made my peace with God. I fear no ma - 
not even the Devil.. And I love that glorious slogan o this crusade 
‘CHRIST FIRST IN AMERICA! and ‘AMERICA FIRST IN WAR AND PEACE’. 


"Now, what should I say to you, my good friends, to 
tell you how doubly important it is for you to not postpore sendimrg 
in those nomination petitions. Whether you have 5 names or 500 
names, please serd them in immediately, You know my address - 
GERALD L. K. SKITH, Detroit, Michigan. No street address is 
necessary, I repeat - address GERAID L. K. SMITH, Detroit, Michigan. 
No street address is necessary. 


"Don't forget that as long as I can afford to buy tle 
tine, I will be on this radio at this same time every Sunday. 


"God bless you. God bless ard save America, 
"AN INSERT: 

"The sensatioral fact is, ladies md gentlemen, that 
Professor JOHN S. SHEPHERD of the University of Michigan is how - 
this very minute - tle head of an orgmization which was origirilly 
formed for the purpose of getting the Communist party on the 
Michigan ballot," 


HHHEH HEH HK 


NSUNDAY, June 2, 1%2 


"T an a crusading candidate for the United States 
Senate, but in spite of this fact I have been approached in the .past 
week by political horse traders with suggestions thet I must go easy 
on this and go easy m that or I may lose a few votes here or there, 
“Yell, let me say a word to my good frienis who have trusted m 
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through the years. I wouldn't trade off one of my deep convictims 
for ore million votes if they could be delivered by parcel post, 

One sich political horse trader said to me, 'Mr. SMITH, do you think 
it's good policy to hold on to tlt phrase ‘CHRIST First in America?! 
My answer to him was this — It is my deep convictim tet Christless 
atheism was the thing that destroyed France, I said to this man -~ 
there would have been no HITLER in Germany if CHRIST had been pat 
first inthe hearts of the people. And, said I further, the whole 
foundation of Communism itself rests on atheism and the derial of 
CHRIST. 





"Now I warn my friends that from now ou youare going 
to begin to read intl® newspapers and see circulated onthe streets 
and throughthe mils ell sorts of peculiar things ebout me. The 
enemies of America ere panic stricken over the idea that my campaign 
for the United States Senate is developing so dynamically. 


- y ( "One good friend in the country wrote me-a letter the 
= other day and reported some terrible lie that had been told about me. 
In reporting this evil tale, my good frierm used these words - 'I 
sad ns hope it won't make you fcel bad, Mr. SMITH, for me to report this to 
you.' Of course, it didn't make me feel bad, end now I'm going to 
make a suggestion to my goal friends. 


"Follow me very carefully. No matter whet anybody 
says about GERALD L. K. QfITH do nct allo it to bother you and do 
not permit it to embarrass or anger you. Just sit right down and 
write me a letter, describing ths eccusation, end Iwill answer your 
cae letter very carefully and in detail, Not only that - whenever some 
imMividual says ugly things about me, take his name and address and 
» I will write hima letter @ I will send you the material thet you 
can give to him, Just remember this - I am afraid of no man, not 
even the Devil, and I fear mly God Almighty. 





. 
cls : 


"Now, whenever you read anything in e newspaper 
against me, cut out the article, mil it to m am give me the 
namc of th paper. If the accusation is scrious, I shall either 
answer it over the radio, naming th paper, or I shall answer in 
a direct letter to the paper. Then I shall send youa copy of my 
answer, If you have a newspaper in your community that insists 
on saying ugly things about me, don't hesitete to write them - 
letter and remind them that perhaps may of my friends, as welles 
my enemies, are subscribers to their paper. 
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"Now, remember, no matter what problem or question 
is raised conceming me and no matter how poor or humble you may 
be, yor write m a letter and I will answer it the same as if you 
were the riciest man in America, because I em the defender a? the 
weak and I am tle voice of the voiceless. The first plank ir my 
platform 1s 100% LOYALTY TO THE WAR EFFORT. But to be lceyal to ihe 
war effort is nd to be a politicel rubber stamp. The Presiim* 
of the United States doesn't need any more rubber stamps in - 
Washington = he has too many siready. When a nation faces € crisis, 
the head of {he government does not need to be surrounded by 'Yzss! 
men. He needs patriotic but independent thinkers. 


‘Just observe what these rubber stamping owtaucrats 
have done tc the rubber tire situntion, They cane out with a big 
story that wo'd have no tires or re-caps until after the war, That 
wetre going to have to take thirty million cars off th: highway. 
This would bankrupt tre tire dealers, it would barkrupt 211 the 
garages, It would bankrupt all the filling stations amd ail the 
supply houses. And here in Michigan, it would bankrupt every 
Little tourist camp and«cvery little hotel keeper and destroy the 
freet tourist industry ir Michigan, 


"Then about this tim I cam out for th United 
Staves Senate. I announced tint I was 100% behird the war effort. 
Secomd place, that I believe in free speech ar free press for all 
scod Americans, including FATHR CHAS. E, COUGHLIN. And, third, I 
annovnced that I believed that «hile wetye sending billions and 
billions and billions of dollar across the ocean to China, Russia 
and Great Britain as a part of ow honorable agreement, we must not 
forget the boys in the armed servire. And so I promise, if elected 
to the United States Senate, to fight for $100. OO per month for 
every soldier, sailor and marine, 


"I promised, to see to it that the old peopie get 
a square deal under the Townserd Plan, 


"I went on ard outlined ‘ther principles. incl wii ng 
She seven principles on which ae the crusade of the Committee af 
1,000,000 is founded, 


"Then, as & final punch to m platform, I titted up 
this slogan 'Tires for Everybody.' -- if I zo to the Senmve, 


"Well, the boondogglers ami the bureaucrets had 
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themselves so badly worked up that they wanted everybody to think 
that it was treason and sedition to talk about havirg tires. We 
Americans were supposed to just lie down and be quiet about this 
tire business, because the Japs had taken the rubber plantations 
awey fran the Dutch and the British. 


"Before I used those words, ‘Tires far Everybody’, 
I consulted some of the mst scientific experts in America, and 
I knew what I was talking about. But someone said ‘Yes, Mr. SMITH, 
but now can one men in the United States Senate get tires for 
everybody?! I'l} tell you how I can get tires for everybody, The 
first thing I will do is to get up on the floor of the Senate and 
meke aboait a ten-hour speech, end when I get through exposing the 
monopolies and the bureaucrats and the racketeers thet have been 
working on this tite business - there won't be a bureaucrat, a 
Seretor or a Congressman that will have the courage to defend them. 





"To illustrate my point, here coms Dr. W. Js HALE, 
former instructor of Chemistry et the University of Michigan, now 
the expert chemical consultant of the great Dow Chemical Company, 
a man whose judgement on things scientific is always respected. 
Dr. HALE says, as quoted in the Detroit News frandure 25 — ‘Within 
one yearwe can have all the rubber we need, if givenone hundred 
million dollars, the men ard the priorities. And we can prodire 
it at fifteen cents per pound. And with 150 million bushels of 
corn we can prodiwe all the rubber we can use.! 





rf "But what does Dr. HALE reveal? He reveals that 
ee this bureaucracy in Washington has already donated to the oil 

¢ trust five hundred million dollars with which to make synthetic 

rubber, But it has produced practically no rubber in its first 

year. Ladies ard gentiemen, what's going on here? Could it be 
that the ofl trust is trying to prevent tle horest scientific 
chemists from teaching America hav to make rubber out of farm 

yo products? 


"At any rate, this rubber situation is just a 
Sample of the bureaucratic bungling that must stop if we are to 
save America and if we are to win the war. 





"Now, just a word to you small businessmen. One 
hundred thousand manufacturers, little manufacturers, are in 
danger of going to the wall this yar. Experts say that at least 
75,000 will go broke on account of the war emergency. The figures 
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say that on account of price ceilings, priorities, amd so forth, 
17 thousamd little businessmen in the Detroit area alone will go 
broke between now am Christmas, 


Who's fighting for you little businessmn in tle 
United States Senate? — . 





"Some of you busiressmen think that GERALD SMITH 
it too common for you and you say to same of your stuffed shirt 
associates 'Oh, we can't afford to have GERALD SMITH as tie 
Republican nominee for the United States Sernte.! But, let me tell 
you something. If we had about 50 GERALD SMITHS in the United 
States Senate right now instead of these tyes' men and rubber 
stamps, you wouldn't have to worry about the American way of life 
and there wouldn't be one hundred thousand little businessmen on 
the ir way to the bone yard today. 


( "If we don't get somebody up to Washington pretty 

; quickly that's got enough old-fashioned courage to defend the 
American way of life - this nation of ours is going to be wrapped 
up in a dictatorial bureaucracy that won't end when the war ends, 
And instead of a return to the normal way of life after the war is 
over, we'll enter into a ruthless bureaucratic dictatorship. 





aaa "My enemies will tell you that I am against organized 
labor. That's a lie, I have been made thru the years a honorary 
member of 13 different labor unions on account of my loyalty to the 

, working men. The only labor leaders that are against GERALD SMITH 

, are the ones thet are for Communism. Don't forget I saidtirt. 


*Now, what am I to do ebout you good people who have 
blank petitions right there in your home am who haven't sent them 
in? Well, 211 I can say is that I'm too poor to hire anybody to 

. come around and knock on your door and esk you to send the petitions 
: in, You plain, commm people who live back on the rural routes ard 
out in the little towns, up in the woods am on the busy streets of 
our great cities - if you workers am little tusiressmen ard 
| farmers don't sirculate my petitions and send them in, I have no 
ie other wey to get it dong. 


2 "Now, won't you please get your petition ready right 
away, The one who signs the petition as the circulator, must be 
ee a registered voter and you must have your petition signed by a 
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"Yes, I an encouraged. The names ere coming in by 
the thousands, but I want from two to three times as many names as 
is legally required so there's no chance of my enemies keeping ny 
name off the ballot, 








ae | "If you haven't a petition am you are willing to 

: circulete petitions for my nomination to the Senate, write to m 
immediately and I'll rush the petitions to you. If you want more 
blank petitions, dm't hesitate to write saying so. 


ae "Now, a word to my very true and loyal friends, 

Ed Get out that petition, circulate it, have it notarized and ser 

aor it in just es quickly es possible, If you stand with me, i'll win, 
. but your failure to send in one petition might cause m to be 

> defeated, 


"And to my beloved listeners all over America - 
don't hesitate to write me about anything ard I will write you a 
nice letter answering all of your questions, No matter where you 
live orwho you are or how poor you are, whether you are black or 
white, old or young, remember that GERAID L. K. SMITH is your 
fighting friend am you cam write me a letter am I will answer it 





een ae persorally. You don't even need to remember a street address, 
: Just write me, GERALD L. K. SMITH, Detroit, Michigan. No street 
I - address is necessary, 


"God bless you. God bless and save America," 


a eel BR HH 


~ + * -” 


sae "SUNDAY, July 5, 1942 


: "A man canbe judged by his enemies, as well as his 

: friends. Beware of the manwith no enemies. The apple tree with 
4 clubs under it is the frult-bearirg tree, ote 
q 


: "As this crusad ing campaign for the United States - 
po Senate proceeds, study my enemies, Get their nams and addressed, 
_ Find out whet their tie-up is and where they get their money, The 
more you learn ebout my enemtes, the more you will respect m and 
;. | the cause for which I stand. 


Who are the ensamics of GERALD L. K. SMITH? 


"), The Axis. No one hates m worse than the Nazis 
and the Fascists who, before Pearl Harbor, aber unsuccessfully 
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unsuccessfully to appropriate our natural love of peace to their 
own selfish ends. Remember that we of the Committee of 1,000,000 
submitted a petition bearing more than one million names calling 
on Congress to outlaw everything that looks and smells like 
Fascism and Naziisn, 


"2, I am hated by the Fascist-minded bureaucrats, 





"3, I amtobe fought by the one-party propagandists 
who are conspiring to destroy the two-party system and tre legislative 
branch of our government. If the tim: ever cams, ladies ad gentle- 
men, when we have a one=party propagandists who are corspiring to 
destroy the two-party system and tlhe legislative branch a ou 
government. If the time ever comes, ladies ani gentlemen, when we 
have a one-party system, so that the ruling party can do anything 
it wants to do wit hout le ving a secom party to watch its behavior, 
then youcan kiss your Republic goodbye. The America of Washington 
and Lincoln will then be dead, 





"i. I amtobe fought by the boondogglers whe would 
rather lose the war than to lose their political jobs. 


"5, The Internationalists who would surrender ar 
nationzi sovereignty in order to set up a world government which 
wie would put the Stars and Strips second to some imperialistic flag, 
pag: representing an international government which would compromise our 
sovereignty. Perhaps no outfit in America hates me worse than 
these intemationsl conspirators,. 





"6, The racketeers ard th profiteers are fightirg 
me, those who think only of themsclves and would even prolong the 
war if by so doing they thought they could use the blood of our 
sons to their own profit. This war must be fought to a victorious 
finish, bit we must put a stop to this profiteering on blood, 


4 





"?. Then there is the reprisal gang. These are the 
pecple who attempt to ue the departmmts of government to destroy 
and persecute political opposition. We have recently had a strikirg 
example of this right here in Michigan, I shell discuss it in 


yo: dctail at some future tim. 

ae: 

3g) "8, The Communists, of course, the Communists hate 
. 4 me with e murderous hate. I hold in my hand an article which 
;oo appeared in the Daily “lorker, the official Communist paper, for 
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July 1, The glaring headline et the head of the article reads - 
‘Execute them! Execute themif And in this article prominently 
displayed they list the nemes of FATHER CHAS. E, COUGHLIN, Con- 
gressman MARTIN DIES, Scnator ROBERT REYNOIDS and GERALD L. K. 
SNITH. This paper, ladics am gentleaen, is sole on the streets 
of tlh cities of Detroit ami Cleveland, Infact, it is sold ell 
over America and sent throwh th mails. 





ao "9, The old-time scandalmongers and character 

: assassins who just have a natural fear am hate far anybody who 

. is honest and courageous, They have an unholy dread of my being 

i able to steard on the floor of the United States Serete ar bring 
out the things that I have discussed on this radio through the 
years. 


"10, The rubber trust is my enemy, this rubber 
trust' which is willing to make us walk to work am do without our 
automobiles rather than to lose their monopolistic control wer tle 
international rubber marliet,. 





}- ~ | "ll, The foreign sugar trust, and this sugar 
business is a subject 2ll by itself, 


a nod "12, The stuffed shirt politicians will fight m 
es in Michigan, these people who are willing to spend a million 
dollars rather than see the common people Imve a fearless voice in 
the United States Senate, 





nar Myhen I come around to visit you in the communities 
. #| where you live, I am going to discuss these things in detail. I 
want to meet you all personally, I went to shake hands with you. 
I want you to meet my lovely wife. Then, you can conclude for 
yourselves whether or not I am the vicious monster es portrayed by 
certain lying newspapers. , 


"There, my friends, is a summary of ny enemies, Now 
here's a summary of what I stand for and whet I fight for amd whet 
I am willing to die for: 


"), 100% support of the war effort. A group of . 
high society women met in Detroit this past week amd decided to 
throw their suppart to one of my opponmts.’ These high society 
women seid that they were going to fight everybody who was opposed 
towar before Pearl Harbor. Yell, ladies, and I'm addressing these 





aed 
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society women, you have picked out a job for yourselves. Those of 
us who opposed war before Pearl Harbor were fighting these war 
mongers who were roving around over the world trying to get us into 
war, “Ye favored e netional defense second to none s0 that we could 


fight and defend ourselves whenever we were threatened or attacked 


by e foreign foe. That's exactly whet we ere now doing, and if you 
high society women think you're going to perseeute ell the goad 
Christian mothers that were opposed to entering the war sooner than 
necessary, you're going to drive a million people right into the 
camp of GERAID L. K. SMITH, 


"2, I am going to fight far $100 a month for every 
man in the armed services, We are paying the gun maker $300 a month 
and more, then why not pay the gun shooter $100 a month at least? 


"3, I stand for the preservation of free speech and 
free press forall good Americans, including FATHER CHAS. E. COUGHLIN, 
FATHER COUGHLIN has been epproved as & priest in good standing by the 
church through his Archbishop. Why should FATHER COUGHLIN be 
silenced when these Communists are selling their Red newspapers all 
over the place? 


™,,. I shall fight for e square deal for the Townsend 
Plan. ; 


"5, I claim we can have tires for everybody, if we 
will use the wisdom of science instead of being victimized by these 
bureaucratic bunglers and these monopoly controlled politicians. 
These politicians were warned three years ago that we might face 
such a situation, and they didn't do anything about it. And now, 
thousands of people are sitting right there listening to me over the 
radio on this Fourth of July weekend, because you haven't got the 
tires to take a drive or goto church. Yes, we can blam it m the 
Japs, but why did our bureaucrats laugh at our scientists and allow . 
us to get to @ place where we could be tied up this way? More of 
this at another time. 


"6. I shall fight for the preservation of our 
nationel sovereignty under the slogan — ‘AMERICA FIRST IN WAR AND 
PEACE, 

"7, After this war is over, I favor the building of 


a hoop of military steel around America far encugh out and far 
enough up and far enough down to guarantee protection from invasion 
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and strong enough to make future foreign wars unnecessary. That's 
my post war policy and I'll discuss that at length when I come to 
see you, 





~ 


"8, I am reconsecrated to the basic principles of 
the Committee af 1,000,000. 





-) "9, I favor a farm program based on the teaciings 
: of the Bible. My eremies will laugh at that, but I am willing to 
te oe rest my case with the people who still believe the Bible. 


"10. I shall fight without compromise for tre preser- 
a vation of Labor's right to organize ard bargain collectively. And I 
shall continue to challenge labor to select only leaders vho are 
patriotic and free from any tinge of Nazi~Conmmunisnm,. 


"ll, I shall continue to discuss the issve that 
revuives around this question - Why is there a limit on susar ard 
no limit on whiskey? 





wean s ni2, I shall fight to save little busiress ‘rom 
cae complete destruction, which it now faces. LEON HENDERSON vents two 
hundred million dollars to pay political jobholders to watch sugar, 
Pee watch storekeepers and watch rubber, but we have appropriated only 
ar one hurdred and fifty million dollars to save the little busvessmen. 
If the little businessman is destroyed, America will be destroyed, 
: That's a big subject and I am going to discuss it in detail trrough 
{ : the summer, 
4 





. "13, Protect the great tourist industry by savire 
this great Michigan irdustry from beirg slaughtered by bureaucra‘ic 
stupidity, unwise rationing am political boondoggling. 


Ta we T 
es “ > 6 
=. ; First in Americat, 


"Ladies ard gentlemen, I do not have any hired political 
workers, JI have great difficulty even getting the money to pay for 
this radio time. I must depend m my faithful, loyal friends to‘do 
the things that must be dore. 


"Now, I want all my petitions in “this week —- tomorrow, 
and no& later than Saturday. I not only wart. er:ough 
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names to file, but I want two or three times es many as recessary 
s0 there will be no chance of my enemies throwing out enough names 
to keep mc off the ballot, 


*That petition you heve in yow home which you have 
not sert in might easily be the difference between victory and 
defeat. As soon as I finish this broadcast, go out immediately am 
begin to ask registered voters, regardless of the party thev >eLong 
to, to sign tht petition. The petition does not med to be filed. 
If you can only get five or ten nams, then have your vetition 
notarized am send it in immediately, If you are filling several 
petitions, don't hold up tle ones you have filled until you heve 
fliled the remainder. Send them in es rapidly as you zet them 
filled, They erc nov coming in by the thousaids. 





"I'm not talking to my enemies or my lukewarm friends, 
I'm ta:king to my real, real friends, Please get your petitions 
ready' em send them in immediately. If ycuere willing te circulate 
é pel.tion amd do not heve a blank, write io me znd I will mush it 
to youoyth return mil. 


oy ay gor r 


"To my friends, I say, fill up your petitions, fill 
up your petitions and rush them in immediately. This specch I 
have just mace which summarizes my enenics aid summerizes my plat-— 
form wilt be srinted. All who write to m, regardless of whe re you 
live in Ameriee, will reccive a copy of this eddress free, Don't 
worry ebout Street address, Just write me GERAID L. K. SHITH, 
Detroit, Michigan, No street address is necessary. GERALD L. K. 
; SMITH, Detroit, fichigan. No strect address is necessary. 





Ls Wood bless JOU. os sBllvsen” 
to HH HH HK ’ 
"SUNDAY, July 12s 194.2 


"The professional and stuffed shirt politicians of 
Michigan are amazed and ‘srprised at the number of friemis we have. 
Thousands of names are coming in from all over the state signed to 
my petitions. 


mi? you have @ setition either partigliv xe ow: neteig 
silted, have it rctarized and tmed it to m ‘mmediazely. No petition 


should be mailec to me later then July 16. I repeat, ali. petitions 
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should be mailed not one minute later than this coming Thursday, 
July 16, 


"In every little town amd community there is et 
least ore stuffed shirt politician who assumes that he has the 
right to do the thinking forthe people. He looks upon himself as 
the local boss or tle little HITIER of his precirct, his ward o@& 
his township. 


"One morning a few days ago, these politicians all 
over Michigan awoke to find my petitions everywhere. They discov— 
ered that literally thousends of good Americans in Michigan, who 
seldom mix in politics, were circulating my petitions because of the 
deep convictions they have concemirg the crusading principles for 
which I stand. 


"I hada letter from a good mother whose son is in 
the Army, which reads as follows: GERAID L. K. SMITH, Detroit, 
Michigan. Dear Mr. SMITH: I certainly hope you get elected to the 
Senate so that you can fight for $100 per month for the.man in the 
armed services, My husband was in the last war. When he was dis- 
charged, it was months before he could get a job. He came out of 
the Army broke, mdwe thought sure we wuld starve to death before 
he could get a job. Those who called him a hero when he marched 
down the street with the band soon forgot him when he put on his 
old clothes and went out to get a job, If the boys could be paid 
$100 a month and compelled to save $50 each month, then when the 
war is over they would have something om which to live until they 
could get readjusted. Sincerely Yours, lirs. H, K. 


"Doubtless, this motter remembers that as Chairman 
of the Committee of 1,000,000, I was the first American to appear 
before th: United States Smate and request an increase in pay for 
the soldiers, sailors and marines, As an outgrowth af that 
hearing, they are nov receiving $50.00 per month. 


tAfter all, we are paying the boys who are makirg 
the guns from $300 a month up. If, out of tlhe billions and billions 
and billions we are spending, we provide $100 8 month for the men 
who shoot the guns, surely we will be doing a great service to our 
heroic fighters. 


"President ROOSEVELT says that he may be compelled 
to conscript our tires if the war gets any wrse. And I know that 
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every loyal American would be willing to let President ROOSEVELT 


take the tires off his car, if he thought by so doing it wuld 
help America towin. 


"It is too bad that the President is compelled to ~ 
bakes: time out to discuss such things as rubber, suger, ami gasoline. 
It's too bad that the politicians of New York State are permitted 
to take the President's time discussing New York State politics, 

The President is the Commnder—in-Chief of the Army and Navy, and 


his entire time should be left open to the job of figuring out haw 
to win this war, 





"Yes, it may be necessary for the President to do 
what he suggests = take the tires off our cars, 


oe gg tee eer 
Y 
t 
~ 


A "The intemational monopolies and the boondoggling 
ae bureaucrats ere to blam for the sugar sitwtion am the tire 
Situation, If I were in the United States Senate today, I would 
demand a complete expose of these people who have been developing 
foreign monopolies instead of American resources, Teme in 
present shortages, 





"Our damestic sugar growers have been disco waged, 
while they have slipped in millions o@ tons of foreign sugar. They 
have plowed under our American cotton, while th South American 
cotton crop has been multiplied by thirty. They have discouraged 
the production of crude and synthetic rubber in the Western Hemis- 
phere, while encouraging the British am Dutch monopoly in the East, 





"Ladies and cenit I am convired that if a big 
stick could be waved am tle burg ling bureaucrats, plus the selfish 
interests, coirld be cleaned ow %f Washington - we could begin to 
have tires far everybody who needs them by Christmas and Eester. 


"These boondoggling Sunglers have destroyed tre 
great tourist industry of Michigan for this sumer, One touris+ 
camp operator told me thet he was afraid to paint his cabins —- he 
was even afraid to repair his cquipment - for fear of gasoline 
rationing andfor fear the govemnment would conscript even the 
tires on the cars that are now being operated, 


"The damage has been dme ne so much by what has 


actually happened, but becmise no two bureaimrats seem to agree — 
and the ordinary citizen doesn't know what to expect or whan to 
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believe. No matter how bad th news might be, it wouldn't be so 


confusing if thc bureaucrets could male up their mimis and then 
stick to their decisions. 


"Yes, I know that I am a common nen and I have spent 
my emtire life denling with the common people. Certain so-called 
aristocrats in Michigen seem to dread the idea of my being nominated 
tothe United States Sere te on the Repub Lican ticket. ‘Yell, I may 
be a little too outspoken for som of my sophisticated frienis, but 
unless we get e few more fearless voices in th Serate, we won't 
have a Sene te am we won't have e Congress. And unless we begin to 
replace some of these rubber stamps and tyes! men with a few old- 
fashioned, fist-cracking Americans - this big surer-duver bureaucracy 





a | that's been built up in Washington will tale over alt th branctes 
aye of govemment amd the people won't have anything to say about what 
gy goes on, I don't need to remind you, I'm sure, that already we have 


a large nunber of semi-Nazi-Communists in ‘lashington, who would like 
to see our free way of life destroyed by the substitution of a 
bureaucratic dictatorship which, after this war, would tell us what 
we coud do, when we could do it, what we could eat and where we 
could live, That's what youcall regimertation. 





We accept the emergency powers of wartime as 
necessary to help projuce victory but, remember, whomever you elect 
to the Unitec States Senate this year will be there for six years, 

| and someone les pot to be on the job to see to it that a set of 
Fa conspiring scaleags don't use the war emergency to lay the foundatim 
aS al for a peecetim dictatorship, 


"Ta being ridiculed by the Communists end the 
atheists because I suid lest Sunday night that my farm program was 
- going tobe based onthe teachings of the Bible. In the first place, 
Tie I emsider it an hom:to be ridiculed by these wire-whiskered Reds 
that have been trying t» overthrow our government for 25 years, and 

I don't need the support of any atheistic Nazi-Communists in order 
: to be elected to the Serstte, In fact, I would be perfectly willing 
to rest my case with the people who still have enough old-fashiore d 
. Christim faith to believethe Bible, to believe in prayer amd to 
believe in the church. I ensure that even you people who do not 
t : atterd church regularly agrie with me on tmt. 


"One of these days I'm going to devote an sntine 
address to the Bible plan for the farmer. Iwill sey, havever, that 
if we had folloved the Bible plan, there would be no shortage of 





ras ae 
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sugar and there would be no sugar rationing. If it were not for the 
foreim sugar trust that exerts such an influence over certain 
bureaucracies in Washington, we could grow enough sugar cane ard 
sugar beets in America tc supply everybody in America with sugar. 
Tre leeding scientists tell us thet with 5% of our avn crop we cm 
mike enough rubber to furnish all the tires that Amrica can use, 
plus all the other rubber produwts we need. 








'But, no, we spend billions of dollers on a Navy 
and billions of dollars on an Army amd sit back while bureaucratic 
rulings enslave us to the foreign rubber monopoly md the foreigm 
sugar trust. 


"Nothing can cure these treasonable abuses of our 
American people excepting a courageous am fearless wice in the 
United States Senate, That's what the Senate is - to give the 
people a charre to defend themselves in unlimited debate against 
those who conspire to destroy tle welfare of tle people, 





"Yes, if God is willing, I shall visit my friends 
in Michigan. I propose to speak all wer th State, if I can fim 


as) > 
= the money with whieh to pay transportation costs, As you know, my 


only source of support is from the modest contributions of 
loyal friends, 





-Myhen I eom to see you personally am speak in 
your cammunity, I shall discuss many things, which I am not per- 
mitted to say over this radio far. lack of time, 


t "Now, to you people who have been circulating my 
: petitions or have blank petitions to circulate. Please get as 
many Ssigretures of registered voters as you can immediately. 
Have the petition notarized and rum it to me. 


3 "If your petition is pub inth® mil later than this 
coming Thursday, it will be too late. I repeat, all who are 


mailing petitions, they must be in the mail by tonight, Monday, 
Tuesday, “lednesday and nct one minute later than Thur sday . 


"J have no hired circulators em I am depending m 
you to help m: adtain thousands of nanes mre than necessary in 
order thet there be no chance of th enemies @& the a keepirg 
my name off the ballot by technical rulings. 





s Js 
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"Herets en ennouncemmt for ell my friends in the 
Detroit area, I am speaking in person in the Masonic Temple in 
Detroit this coming Friday night et eight otelock. The subject of 
my address will be 'On My Way to Washington’, This will perhaps 
be th: most fearless and importmt address I have ever delivered. 
Mine is a hard fight. My enemies are cruel enemies, I see victory 
ahead, thanks to the prayerful cooperation of the good people who 
are my friems, 





"God bless you. God bless ani save America." 


A booklet circulated by the Communist Frort Organization, 
Civil Rights Federation, 530 Insurance Exchsnge Building, Detroit, Michigan, on 
the streets of Detroit for $.05 entitled "Smash Detroit's Fifth Colum", cone 
= taining an article "GERALD L. K. SMITH Takes Over", This article stetes tret 
eo oe SMITH'S magazine "The Crossand the Flag" is merely a continuation of FATHER 
ee COUGHLIN'S "Social Justice" which wes barred from the mil by the Department of 
Justice, 


A photograph shows FATHER COUGHLIN playfully mussing 





wrene; - GERALD L. K. QITH'S hair and continues with a notation, "Pals during the Lemke- 
rs Union Party campaign, SMITH now defends COUGHLIN'S 'right! to soread Axis 

rs propaganda," 

meeen The article then alludes to SMITH'S affiliation with HUEY 
- ; LONG at e salary of $650.00 a week, 
be It refers to SHITH'S menbership in PELIEY'S Silver Shirts 
eee. arn his membership card #2223, It also calls SMITH an orgmizer far PELIEY'S 
cca ae SILVER SHIRTS and quotes froma letter dated August 15, 1933 written by SMITH 
al to PELIEY: 


"By the time you receive this letter I shell be on tle road 
to St. Louis and points narth together with a uniformed 

: squad of young men compris ing what I believe will be the 

2 first Silver Shirt starm troop in Amrica." 


It refers to SMITH coining the phrase "drive thet cripple 
| out of th: White House" while speaking in 1936 from the platform of the Anti- 
| ROOSEVELT "grass roots convertion" sponsored by Govemor GENE TAIMADGE of 

Georgia. 


| The article then quotes an item fmmth ‘Detroit News 


- 43 — 
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October 20, 1936 quoting SMITH'S announcenent that he had formed a Fascist 
organization of 10,000,000 patriots to seize the Government of the United 
States. 


The article then criticizes SMITH'S attitude against lator 
and terming Union leaders as "crap-shooting, dishonest, Communist loafers", 


SMITH'S approval of LINDBERGH'S Des Moines, Iowa speech 
is then cited to show thet SMITH also blamed the war on British propaganda, 
Jewish groups and the ROOSEVELT administration. 


The article then refers to SMITH'S intimacy with Reverend 
GERAID ‘TINROD and Reverend LELAND MARION at whose church in Pontiac, Michigan 
WINROD spoke during the first week in December, 1941 and therein complimented 
COUGHLIN ard SMITH. : 


The article refers to the Committee of 1,000,000 as the 
co-ordinating center of the activities of all Detroit's pro-HITLER elements 


incluiing the extinct America First Committee and the existing National Workers 
League. : 


It refers to SMITH'S Congressional contacts ircluiire 


RASTA, TAIT AT Te a Te 


Senator ROBERT R. HEYNOLDS, Senator GERAID eee Representative CLAREMHOFFEAN , 
and Representative ROY O~KOODRUFF . 


This article is a Sve attack on GERALD L. K. SMITH 
incluiirng "A prisoncell nota Semte seat is the place for GERAID L. K. SMITH. 
The more quickly the people of Detroit insist that eremeies of America be 
treated as such, the more ouickly will the day of final victory arrive." 


Other articles in this booklet criticize FATHER COUGHLIN, 
the National Workers League,th: Ku klus Klan. This booklet is being retained. 
in the files of the Detroit Field Office, 


National Bank Building, Detroit, pay 
had later referred Agent » ohreveport, Louisiana. 


~PENDIWNG- 






: : oe a : a ah cae Sern eae” etal Sponge nee gah areas ae eS ev ae = 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 





THE CHICAGO FIELD DIVISION 





At CHICAGO, ILLINOIS: 


#J3)) report information concerning ationship be-= 


tween ard SMITH. It is noted that and SMITH 
are inclose contact, 


*If necessary, will interview J nts to escertain the 
nature of the relationship between SMITH and and also 
( to ascertain the nature of the activities of 5 ° . 


_ #Winl formation concerning the rela ott p. g 
Bae GERALD L. K. SHITH with of Chicago Tribune, amd with Sate 
Sap of Chicago Tribune, 






*If necessary, will interview infamants to ascertain the 
nature of these relationships and the nature and purpose of activities of SMITH. 


#Wi1l1 report known information concerning QD 
aaa: Citizens Comittee, 77 West 'lashington, Chicago, Illinois, telephone 
ate 8 a - Bina sir wil) interview informents to escertain the 













= relation of SMITH, 
a 
y 

THE KANSAS CITY FIEID DIVISION 

. *#At KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI will report any information known 
ae to Kansas City Field Division cmcem ing GERALD L. K, SE ich has been as-~ 
FG certained through the investigetion of It is noted 
| that ens SMITH have been in recent comacts 
: 





| #If necessary, will intervie and 
other infomarts to ascertain the nature of the pzeee onship between and 
SMITH. 





Vv 
a 
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THE NIGWAUKEE FIELD DIVISION 


+At MTT WISCONSIN will report information concem ing 
and newspaper known as "The Herald", 
especially in reference to an}comnection between the ebove and GERAID L. K. 
SMITH and any Fascist activity that may be engaged in by the above, 


THE NEW ORLEANS FIELD DIVISION 


*At NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA will ascertain information con- 
cerning the background and activities of GERALD L. K. SIITH from approximately 
1929 to 1935 when he was said to have been a bodyguard and close friend of 
HUEY LONG with particular reference to any activities which may have been in 
concert with present enemies of the United States orwhich indicate Subject's 
Fascist tendencies, . 





*If possible, will interview said to 
be of New Orleans, Louisiana and former associate of HUEY LONG concernirg 
QITH'S activities in Louisiana. — 





At SHREVEPORT, LOUISIAYA will interview 


ee fof information in his possession concerning SNITH'S background and 
activities. 





AMP BEAUREGARD, LOUISIANA wi jew 
Reception 
Knees enter, accordance wi etter from the Detroit Field Office to New Orleans 
“(: A Field Office dated June 4, 1942, 


THE DETROIT PIEID DIVISION 





At DETROIT, MICHIGAN: 


| #1) maintain further contact with oe et Ded 
| for information comeming SMITH. 

- gg, Man cc I ror ton 
| Company, relative to information in his possession concerning activities of 


ws j | SMITH e 







#7111 maintain contact with other infomants for additional 


Sb 
v 


hiya 
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information relative to SMITH'S activities, 





Will interview ) Natioral Bank 
Building, for addition#el information concerning SHITH'S background and activities. 








a *#At ALMA, MICHIGAN will contact 
relative to infa@mation in his possession conceming activities of SMITH. b?. 


-PENDING-' 





om hs eee 








d 
Ms 
: 
& 
r. 
x 
z 
nr 
saga BA fe 
¢ 
t 
' 
Pa 3 
ae 
i 








































cau im Pes, 
a Fy ; ge aes ue 
ee eee fl 
4 < v res m3 4 
X. t soos a) 
ALL TNFORNATION CONTAINED | / 
| HEBTIN IS UNCLASSIFIED es 
BECORDED 62- -43818-210 | 7 | © 204M3 
= MFUORANIUN FOR ASSISTINT ATTORNEY GRAFRAL 
— Re: GERALD LYKAN KENKETH SWITH, with alias 
THE. COMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION 
INTERNAL SECURITY 
: SEDITION 
There is enclosed herewith f , 
a copy of tue report of Spocial Agent S Te 
Detroit, Michigan, dated July 22, 1942, e ve-captioned 
matter. i 
. . Will you kindly advise if the data contained in 


the enclosed report and that set forth in other reports, 
pamphlets, and speeches made and delivered by subject, 
constitute a violation of any statute within the invasti- 
gative jurisdiction of this Bureau with particular reference 
to the Sedition Statutes and whether prosecution is con- 
tenplated by your Division. at 


Very truly yours, 


John Fdger Hoover 
Director 

. Toison 

.EL A. Tamm __ Fnclosure 

. Clegg 

. Glavin 

. Ladd 

. Nichols 
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Anited States Department of Justice 


Detroit, Michigan 
duly 25, 1942 
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Dear Sir: ~ 
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During the course of this investication much energy has 
Ben sry nt by Special pape peciel Agent (3s 
and by myself in an effort to obtain information from bt 
appears mm Ve qais sources 3 
nas had no employment since he left GERALD SMITH'S snploy, a and tha 
has sustained h himself principally by being @ professional informant {/ 
for many persons and groups of persons, who have been interested in / 
investigating the activities of GERALD L. K. SMITH. 
a: cap Nevertheless, he has persistently refused to give the 
. agents of this office any of this information. He declines m the ground 
that to do so would involve many officials of the Ford Motor Company, and 
! it would endanger his personal safety. This excuse wuld seem to be — 
2 insincere, in view of the fact that he has given information to other 
persons, It would seen more probable that he is withholding the infome-. 
tion because he feels that once he imparts this information to the Bureau 
he will no longer be able to profit by the sale of it to private investi- 
eata rc. 
@Mwwawse 





During a i tecersiva | gpa tion of 
ground, it was ascertained b 










that this office 
He was advised that 
ssession,. 
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er by 
letter to the Director . July 25, 1942 
GERALD L. K. SMITH 
INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDITICN 














8 conc ou bt 
ne o the attention 1 of the Attomey General =, 
while veehuaine to discharge a duty of giving informatia to 


s Federal Bureau of Investigation e 
gettin iain cea enacoceaniateanaaeY 
Furthersore, (=: intimated that if he decided 
to give the informatio in his possession to the Bureau he would be able q 
ve his assertions by documentary evidence in his possession. b 
wanes has given the impression that he is so unreliable as an infor- 
mant thet it cannot be ascertained whether or not he has such documentary 


evidence without an actual search of his house, to which he would certainly 
not consent. It is ini that a search warrant might be desirable in 






order to determine has any euch documentary evidence. 


— 
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* ‘ . : 


Natersion is made to your iteinete eatersatken with ur. Ladd 
ef this Durean on kay 6, 1942, and to hie personal call at your office in 
response to your conversation, at which tise you furnished him with e chart 


and me-orands setting forth data pe te activities of Gerald L. £K. 
Sait, Detroit, kichivar, as known to | 
I wish to aivise that has been interviewed on several 
occasions prior to and sateequent 6, 1942, relative to his knoxledge of 
. Saith's ‘activities, but bas refused to furnish any pertinent inforastion on the 


grounds that t do go would involve persons in positions of importance and 
_ would endanger his personal safety. 


it hae pet ascertained stat J ; " ae 


~—- 

















In view of the rcfusal of. to cooperate with the Federal 
Government in the investi;ation of allege urrAncrican activities, it is. 
believed advisable that any action contemplated b 
relative to 
a such tine as 5 r 
cooperate with tho Federal authorities. I do not feel that 
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or 
P Spectad Agent, tn Charge 
0 an 
-_ ALL pee oy CONT!INED 
Mas omy te Tm Henri: (gC SUACSIEED 


SEDITION D pene 


Dear Sirs 


Reference is made to your letter dated duly. 255, 1942 in the 
above-entitled matter wherein you acvised of He. 
atatus and his unwillingness to disclose per 
to the activities of subject. 







This is to memorandum has been directed to the 










e to 
and his failure to coopera th the 





In response to your statement that 1t might be desirable to issue 
a search warrant to determine is: .. in fact documentary evidence, 
I wish to advise that there does no appear to be any basis at this tine 
for the issuance of such a warrant. 


tis 







believed desirable to arrange for any subsequent inter= 
view with 









pending acknowledgment of this Bureau's memorandum to 

| the Departmen Pe or wren | 
. Mr. Tolson____ Very truly youre, ay 88 

Wr. E. A, Tamm__ gules” , 
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August lh, 192 | —— | | 
ALL INFOSH:ETISN CONTAINED 
arr HERE UNSURSSITED 
Detroit, sichigan | DATE_2/4/er 8B ech al an 
RE: GERALD L. K, SuUITH 
INTERNAL SECURITY; 
SEDITION, | 
Dear Sirs 


aA Reference is made to your letter dated July 25, 19:2 
in the above captioned matter, . = 


Z wish to advise that these facts were referred to Mr, 
= Janes Rowe, Jr., the Assistant to the Attorney General, who 
advised by memorandum dated Au 







such as he manifes gness b? — 


to fully cooperate with the Federal Governzent 
savised that he had’ eo inforced +n 


In wiew of the above information you should, of course, 
purse your investication in this case in a logical manner eo as 
to prevent any poseible embarrassment which might subsequently 
arise, . 


Inasmuch as subject. is a candidate for the United 


‘pelean States Senate from Michigan your investigation of his activities 
_E. A. Tamm® ould be very discreet so as to prevent any criticios of this 


Fureau that might reflect that our investigation of subject 


. ot et interfered in any manner whatsoever with hie political campaign, 
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Mr. Nichols 
Mr. Rosen ......----: 
Mr. Tracy .......--- 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 


Fr. Corson __....---- 


August 13, 1942 


Mr. Hsuniwvn ae eetete 


Mr. Kramer.....----: 


Mr. BicGuire 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 
FEDERAL, BUREAY OF INVESTIGATION 





Re: Gerald Lyman Kenneth Smith 
The Cormittee of One Million 
Internal Security 
Sedition 


Reference is made to your memorandum of August 3, 


ansmitting a copy of the report of Special Agent be ez 
dated July 22, 1942, at Detroit, liichigan, 
in the above case. ‘ 


In answer to your request contained therein, it 
is the opinion of the Criminal Division that, while some of 
the statements contained in the material furnished to date 
border on sedition, a sufficient case under Title 50, Section 
33, United States Code, has not yet been mede out. Therefore, 
it is requested that the investigation of Smith's activities 
be continued and that copies of all speeches or writings made 
by him be furnished to the Criminal Division for consideration 
with respect to prosecution. 


In order that the United States Attorney at Detroit, 
iichigan, may be informed of the status of this case, it is — 
requested that all investigative reports relating to Smith be 
made available to hin. 


Respectfully, 
p7ve 

es WENDELL BERGE me 

i Assistant Attorney General «> V’ 
Pant \“* prcoRDE are ot. 
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REs GcHKALD L. K, SMITH 
INTERNAL SECURITY, 
SEDITION, 
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Dear Sir: | 


% 


As a matter of information copies of all investigative reports 
subaitted in connection with the above entitled matter togcther with copies 
of speeches and literature published by subject have been referred to the 
Criminal Division of the Department for its cor:sideration in determining 
whether subject's activities constitute a violation of the Sedition Statutes, 


in response to a memorandum requesting an opinion Wendell Berge, 
Assistant Attorney Gensral, acvised that the opinion of the Criminal Division 
is that some of the statements contained in the material furnished to date 
border on Sedition, a sufficient case under Title 50, Section 33, United States 
Code, has not yet been made out, Therefore it is requested that the investigation 
of subject's activities be continued and that copies of all speeches of. writings 
made by hia be furnished to the Criminal Division for consideration with respect 
to prosecutions further, ‘In order that the United States Attorney at Detroit may 
be informed of the status of this case it is requested that all investigative 
reports relating to Smith be made available to hin.® | 
It is my desire that copies of all investigative reports pertaining 
to the activitiea of subject be made availsble to the United States Attorney 
| at Detroit and that investigation of subject be continued. With respect to 
Tols0pt taining copies of speeches or writings made by subject it is not believed 
-ELA. that speeches entirely political in nature be made available to the 
-CleggBursau, a&nd only speeches or statements which might be construed to be 


- GlaviSeditious be included in reports or otherwise made available to the Bureau, . 
. Ladd : 
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Federal Burean of Investigation Mr. Glavin... 

Hntteda States Bepartment of Justice : ts a 
Detroit, Michigan Mr. Bowes. .......f 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED August 4, 1942 Mr. Tracy ........-.. 
HEREIN 1S joes os cos, 6! Mr. Carson ....._...-} 
DATE____ TF I2NS3 ~~ BY SPEBIR lOms5 Mr. Coffey... 
204, 433 Mr. Hendsn .____. 

Mr. Kramer.__._.... 
Director Mr. McGuire ......0008 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


Re: GERALD L. KX. SMITH 
INTERNAL SECURITY 








E YN SEDITION 

Le) [ aa] 

Po ote 

E4 Pear Sir: 

an ee 
2 ib eee formation has been received 17 1D 

re : © Le ee oe i ee 2S hak ee OB EE Ow ee = 
= 7? frome. 16 known to the Bureau: = 
7. -& SMITH has been contimuing to contact 








| bo 
‘ mie iy ———— the Ford Motor Company, and has been promised financial bie 
- “Aand other assistance ) in carrying on SMITH'S political. 
campaign for the United States Senate. SMITH and his wife have also con- | 


tinued to contact CHARLESWCINDBERGH, presently employed by the | Ford Motor 


Company. 
(Ltewigé Mp 
On July 16, ] iL? ee 5 Wichita, Karas, { 


CE Michigan, and...) 
th SMITH for a conference i Statler \ A 








a friend of 
imnediately 
Hotel. 


Ta 


SCNT TH tj to give notice of his polfitical — 
to a visit to roit, ene \ Ie 
igan by as been arranged for some e in the-n Sher a Seo 
: a laa [ 


On July 19, 1942, SMITH was advised by i SECORD EM 
ee *: the Ford Motor Company, that he had been interviewed: re & 
e Detroit Field Office of the Fede f Investigation NDEZE- 
concerning the activities of GERALD L. K. SMITH. told SMITH gic i 
that the pressure for the investigation was coming from New York and the 


Federal Bureau of Investigation was compelied to investigate the complaint 
which had been received about suri. ia said that he told the 
agent he could say nothing bad about and he promised that when he boc 


had been interviewed at some future time, he would promptly advise SMITH 
about the interview. SMITH coached as to what he could say to the 




























ee Federal Bureau of Investigation Agent. He instructed him tnat jt would 
Ae b right to say that when SMITH came to Detroit SMITH as 








to recommend some good Comminists investigators and 
to SMITH so that he could get information about 


hat all he cguld say in addition was that he g . 
! D 
ohlg ae ial By pESTROV™ 
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Letter to Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH 
August 4, 1942 ' INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION 












7 On July 22 1S 


SMITH was instructed to Oe home oe 

Recorders Court, Detroit, Miehtean, c mae discussel tn wit 

the possibilities of his winning the ction for the United States 
e and when SMITH said he thought he had a good chance of winning, 
interrupted and said that he didn't care whether SMITH won, it 

was Just that he wanted to give ..., and at that point Si 

was interrupted. When resumed later on, he explained he called | 
a meeting of several o e more important judges in Michigan, including a 
Supr ang court Judge wh whom he did se name and several others at the home 


ra —_ oh —_-—_ = bh +S aes -_— 


or The reason for this meeting was that none of these 
judges o see SMITH'S opponent Judge HOMERJFERGUSON "get to first 
base." asked SMITH what sort of help he wanted from these Judges 
and SMITH answered that he would want $3000 to cover the next ten weeks of 


oe (SMITH is paying $250 per week for some Sunday broadcasts). 
























said it would be no trouble at all to get this sum of money for 
the end of the conversation SMITH said to "I am the only 
one still going. Everyone else is under the bed but me. If I didn't 
just stick and fight . .., it's going to take just that kind of fight 


to beat these (profane) that are putting everybody out of business." 


concluded the conversation by telling SMITH that anything he did 
or TH was not to be obtained in one lump but was to be obtained from 
fifteen or twenty sources. 


has attempted to contact arms 
but has not been successful. 
has refrained fromc e recent 
rs wi th whom Peeneonee ret ine 4-1-9 meee . . 


On July 28, 1942, MR. SMITH asked to speak to Special 
Agent in Charge J owas out, and § erred to 
Special Agent SMITH advised Gide: : two 
reporters for and TIME magazines were attempting to interview him 
and he wanted to report to the Federal Bureau of Investigation inadvance 
of the interview because he thought that this was part of the conspiracy 
of his enemies to accuse him of being a Fascist. SMITH also reported 
that he has heard that a woman has been asking for him at Station WJR, 
stating that she knows MR. SMITH would get her son deferred. SMITH stated 
for the record that he refers all such requests to the War Department; 
stated that this was part of the smear campaign against him which is 
waged by Communists and other enemies of his. SMITH advised Agent 
that the Communists have already started their campaign against 
DAVIS, Head of the Office of War Information. SMITH concluded by saying 










Y 
#A : y? ee 





Letter to Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH 
August 4, 1942 INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION 


the purpose of his telephone call was to state for the record that the reporters 

were on a vicious mission against him. SMITH has complained about the appeal 

of the Civil Rights Federation through Attorney General BIDDLE for an in-~ 

vestigation of FATHER COUGHLIN and GERALD L. K. SMITH. SMITH has lained 

that the President of the Civil Rights Federation is Professor JOHDHSHEPARD 

a8 of the University of Michigan who has been active in other commnistic 

-_ front ivities. SMITH says that the secretary of the Civil Rights Federation 
is JACKARASKIN who is a Communist formerly active in a sabotage strike at the 

Bohn Aluminum Company before the entry of the United States into the war. 








On July 30, 1942, SMITH advised f Radio 
tation WIR, Detroit, Michigan, that SMITH had a conference w a be 
anitie-:: other rubber experts of the Ford Motor Company who to 
a ey are permitted, they can produce enough tires for all industrial 


workers in Detroit by Christmas and every industrial worker in Michigan 
within a year. 





Very truly yours, 





Tha 


OHN S. BUGAS 
ae Special Agent in Charge 


A 62-1126 OF 
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August 13, 1942 
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Gs 4g, Deteodt, Mienlges | DATE__ 2/22 / +> BY se-960/—- 
RE: GERALD L. K. SMITH, | | | 


: Committee of One Million; 
mre TEPKAL SECURITY - § on 





‘ The Bureau desires that you give iunediate 
attention to the matter of submitting e 
{fice 


















ormation obtained fro 
fin accordance with previous ruc 
fhe lest letter of this type emanating from your © 
was dated July 18, 1942. 


Yery truly yours, 
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John Eagar Hoover | FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Director BR \942 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


| : THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT DETROIT, MIGHIGAN DETROIT ruseno. 62-1126 


TE on, 














DATE WHEN MADE 


8/11/h2 


GERALD LYMAN. KENNETH same, ack oe 
Gerald Le Ks Smith; : 
The Committee of Mme Million “ee 





SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: SMITH has filed nominating petitions for 
office of United States Senator from 
Michigan and is recei financial and 
other aid through of Ford 
Motor Company and admits 
former membership in PELLET" s Silver Shirts, 
but claims it was merely temporary for 
purpose of investigation while working 
for HUEY LONG. Smith continues to accuse 
Communists, WALTER WINCHELL, CLAIRE LUCE, 













at TION _— 


es) Jewish groups and others for conspiring 
=Bs 4 to smear his reputation. Text of radio a 
5 $s speeches set forth, SMITH at public meet= ~~ 
mAs" ing criticises Administration for unnecessary —: 
Saw rubber and sugar scarcity. Pamphlet, "The < 
Sha Hoop of Steel," by SMITH, advocates inde-™ = © 
me ay pendent United States after victory, without: = 
oO ra foreign alliances. Copies submitted. In- - 
Bee Ms formant states "Too Much Roosevelt,® being (= < 
see a distributed through SMITH since December 7 2 co 
pac l Bi 1942 o "The ul L 29 
om & 
GS 8 TH appeals to former 
woe CUGHLIN followers and distributes "The 
aes f Cross and the Flag" through same news dealers. 


Ms ; SMITH criticised in recent magazine articles. 
:. ahe’-: 2, SMITH contacted by bePRIEST, Wichita, Kansas, 
; shortly before QePRIEST's arreste 
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14 
REFERENCE: of Special —— \ 
| dated Cen 22, 1942, & 
Detroit, Michigan 






DETAILS: At Detroit, Michigan: 


. QO July 16, 1942, 

7 : in Detroit, Michigan, g tc 

Lee tt whose identity is know to the Burean. QPEPRIEST immediately contacted SMITH 
| office and stated that he was a friend of Peverend GERALD 8 pNENROD of Wichita, 





@ansas, end wanted to speak to SMITH. SMITH arranged to meét with QePRIEST at 
7 | the Cafe Rouge, Hotel Statler, Detroit, MISES 
y A day or two later it was observed in local newspapers that Mr. 
mat DePRIEST of Wichita, Kansas, was indicted by the Federal Grand dury in Washing- 
a ton, D. C., 4n connection with GERALD NINBOD, rs. sac aaa end others 


Fo under a charge of conspiracy. 


| er aivieed that SMITH has been 
continuing to contac of the Ford Motor Com- ph 
pany, who has promised to o ance for SMITH's arp pee y 


the office of United States Senator from the State of Mich 
At request, SMITH contacted him telephonically at the home of p? 
0 ch Court, Detroit, Michigan, on July 22, L920 











scussed with the possibilities of winning the election and when 
SMITH said he thought he had a good chance of winning, atarted to say 
that he did not care whether SMITH won, it was "only that he wanted SMITH to 
give. « e* and then was interrupted. 


explained later that he had called. ) everal 


of the leading judges in the ace. I 8° including and 

















one Michigan Supreme Court Judge. stated that the reason for this 
meeting was that e judges Wanted SMITH's opponent, FERGUSON, *to 

get to first base." ked SMITH what sort of help he wanted from these y 
judges and SMITH answered that he wanted $3,000 to cover the next ten weeks of 
broadcasting. said it would be no trouble to obtain t money 
for him. At the conclusion of the conversation, SMITH said to “T = 
the only one still going. Everyone else is under the bed but me, If I didn't 
just stick and fight. « eit's going to take just that kind of f to ree ; 
these (profane) that are putting everybody out of business." 

ended by saying to SMITH that anything he did for SIITH shoul obtained 
4n one lump, but should be obtained from fifteen to twenty saareees 


According : eS, airy tol QE 
Gan :.: the Ford Motor Company, e had nothing to fear from 
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1" 


afraid to tell the truth when called upon to do 80, because all 
could say anyway was that he obtained some money from some good 


and spent it on the radio for SMITH and ° en SMITH came to Detroit, 
ked to recommend a f Commnists ond Gp 
loane © SMITH for several weeks. 


investigation by the Department of Justice and that QIN should - be 
racans 







tf GERALD L. K. SMITH held a meeting in the Masonic Temple Andi- 
torium, Detroit, Michigan, on July 17, 1942, which was attended by the writer. 
According to the tickets for this address, SMITH promised to discuss the fol 
lowing topics: 


"(1) The New York Conspiracy (Will Winchell have a 
Candidate? ). “ 


"(2) The Truth About the Ware 





"(3) are the Boondogglers Delaying Victory? 
"(4) The Truth About the Tire Scandal. 
"(5) What. About Ratdoning? 


(6) Why do the Gunmakers get $300 a Month While 
the Gunshooters get only $50 a Month? 


"(7) Has Father Coughlin Been Threatened With | 
Assassination? 








€(8) Twenty-five Most Common Lies About Gerald 
“ 1 K. Saith. 


"(9) A post-war policy Which Will Prevent all 
fe 2 | Future Foreign Wars after We Have Won this 
Ware This is Known as the "Hoop of Steel 
Policy.* ; re : 
(10) The Crime of Communism. 
"(11) Who Are the Real Fascists in Anerica?® 
4 *“ * —_ 


At the meeting SMITH distributed the fo 
which was handed to the writer by one of SMITH's emplo 


had ca —_ pointed out to the writer as the 
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4 
"Press Release _ ‘®Detroit, Michigen 
Fron: Gerald Le K. Smith duly 15, 1942 


Candidate for the United States Senate (Inmediate Release) 
“WHO ARE MY ENEMIES? 
“1, The sxcis | | 
-—. Qe Fascist-minded bureaucrats a 
3. One-party propagandists who are conspiring to destroy the two-party 
Giri system and the legislative branch of our government. 
- be Boondogglers who would rather lose the war than to lose their poli- 
, ae tical jobs. a 
5, Internationalists who would surrender our national sovereignty in 
order to set up a world governments. - Pte § e 
6, Racketeers and profiteers who think only of themselves and would © 
profiteer on the blood of our heroic s0nse 7 ee. 
7. The reprisal gang. ‘Those who attempt to use the departzents of 
government to persecute political opposition. 
8 The Communists, who want us to embrance atheistic Communism merely 
, because we are allies with Russias “aaa gest 
9. Scandalmongers and character assassins who fear and hate anybody — 
who is honest and courageous. Se? 
10, The rubber trust which is willing to make us walk to work rather 
” than to lose their control over the rubber market. a 
1, The foreign sugar trust. = 
12, The stuffed-shirt politicians in Michigan who are willing to : 
- gpend a million dollars rather than see the common people have 
a fearless voice in the United States Senatee ss 


"I consider all opposing candidates to be gentlemen. At present, I see 
no reason why I should mention their names in my campaigne Moet of my . 
addresses will be composed of two phases —— a fearless discussion of 
what I am for and a fearless discussion of what 1 am egainst. = 


a aa ", SUMMARY OF © 
-',- W1g 100% support of the war effort. i ee re a 
“-. Q, $100.00 per month for every man 4n the armed servicese © 
9, Free speech and press for all good Americans, including . . gS Be 
_”. Pather Chase BE. Coughline jo eG ce a es 
he A square deal for the Townsend Plan. ae ae a ee eg 
“" "<" 6, Tires for everybodys (By using the wisdom of science instead -- 0 eS 
fave. " ef the buremeratic bungling of monopoly-controlled politicianse) 
0. 6» Preservation of America's national sovereignty under the slogan, 
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‘ te "7. THE BUILDING OF A HOOP OF MILITARY STEEL AROUND AMERICA AFTER THIS 
mma | WAR WHICH WILL GUARANTEE PROTECTION FROM INVASION AND MAKE IT UN- 
Popkin g NECESSARY TO WAGE FUTURE WARS OF AGGRESSION, (Listen for further 
be oe discussions of my doctrine of the 'Hoop of Steel,! 
8. I am recommitted to the seven basic principles of the Committee 

of 1,000,000, _ | 
9. A farm program based on the teachings of the Holy Bible. (To 
| be discussed in detail during the campaign.) _ 
F 10. I shall fight without compromise for Labor's right to organize and 
: bargain collectively through leadership loyal to America and opposed 

to all forms of Nazi-Communian. 

dle Less sugar for whiskey and more sugar for children. 
12. Save the little businessman. — 
13- Protect the great tourist industry. 
li. ‘Christ First in America.! 


ee ae : "I do not propose to indulge in amd-slinging attacks upon candidates seek- 
ing the United States Senate. But if I am not killed by my enemies or 
' Amprisoned by my political foes, this eummer and fall shall see me deliver- 
g the most fearless campaign speeches in the history of Michigan politics, 


/e/ Gerald L. K. Smith 
ae Ger Le Ke th 
Seah . Cendidate for the nomination of 
aan United States Senator on the 


Republican ticket of Michigan" 








oe 
aera ean a c 





oe. eo : “ * « 
Een The stage was set with SMITH's usual emblem of the Committees 


of 1,000,000, bearing a large American flag in the center of a circular de~ 
signe The meeting was opened with the singing of "america." There were between 
five hundred and seven hundred and fifty persons present, packing the auditorium 
ee almost to capacity. The first part of the meeting was devoted to the collection 
PP og and notarizing of petitions for SOTH's nomination. SMITH then criticised the 
| Administration's handling of the rubber situation and said that he was in earnest 
when he promised there would be tires for everybody if he were elected to the 
eZ Senate end he said that it seamed probable that his campaign promise would be 
<q carried out by his opponents even before he had a chance to bé elected. 


He pointed out an exclusive release by the "New York News," dated 
Z, July 15, 1942, which predicted that a huge expose of the rubber situation was 
due for release about two weeks hence and it would be revealed after conference 
with the leading rubber manufacturers of the country; that there would be enough 
rubber for all essential needs and even for pleasure driving as a result of the 
scrap rubber collection drive and the processing of rubber out of domestic 
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materials. After reading part of this article, SITTH stated that if this 
article is not true, the writer should be imprisoned for sedition, but if 
it is true, and he said he had no reason to doubt its truth, there should 
be at least one million New Dealers put in jail immediately. 


SMITH then went on to discuss what he called, "The Bible Plan 
of Farming." He read from Genesis, the forty-first chapter, the forty-sixth 
_ werse, which concerned the seven years of plenty and following seven years of 

scarcity in Egypt. SMITH then explained that "The Bible Plan® was to produce 
plenty of food whenever it was possible so that the excess could be stored 
for consumption during years of scarcity. SMITH condemned the program of the 
Agricultural Adjustment Administration as a violation of the doctrine of the 
Bible and stated it was outright sin to destroy crops or to regulate farming 
in such a way as to prevent the growth of crops which nature would persit. 
He said that if it were not for such a limitation on production in past years, 
and even at present, we would have plenty of sugar and all the other comn- 
dities which we now find becoming scarce. 


SMITH indicated that tires could be made from corn and wheat, 
but that was not being done because the "Rubber Trust® did not want it done. 
He also said that Michigan, Colorado and California could raise enough sugar 
alone for every person in the United States. 


SMITH promised to remedy thie situation if he were elected to 
the Senate. He said that if the bureaucrats in Washington remedied this sit- 
uation before he was elected, he would claim the credit for the remedy since 
he scared them into action. = 


Except for repeated attacks on “wire-whiskered Communists" and 
"“boondoggling bureaucrats," SMITH discussed little else except to read fron 
his press release which has been set out above. 


On July 23, 1942, the writer, accompanied by Special agent Gy 
interviewed GERALD L. K. SMITH at his home, 1753 Seyburn proee 












truct the matter entitled, 
The information conce 

) veatiga as been appropriately reported under that bi 

caption. However, SMITH gratuitously gave much information about himself. He 

eaid that his greatest enemies were the Communists and that they were making 

vicious attempts to smear his character and eventually to put him in the prison 

cell which was vacated by EARL BROWDER. He also admitted that several Jewish 

groups are hostile to him because they have been led to believe that SMITH is 

anti-Jewish. SMITH denied this emphatically and said that it was merely part 

of the smear campaign that was conspired by the Communists. 


SMITH referred to an article in "The American Mercury" magazine, 
August, 1942, issue, entitled, "Gerald Smith's Bid for Power," by WILLIM BRAD- 


FORD HUIKe SMITH explained that Mr. HUIE was the person who had given hin 
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advance information that there was a conspiracy under way to plant arms and 


ammunition in the homes of certain Detroit residents which were to be raided 
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the residents were to claim that 
they were followers of SMITH, HENRY FORD, CHARLES LINDBERGH and others, SMITH 
appraised the article in "The American Mercury" and said that he thought it 
was a very fair analysis of his activities, He admitted that it was not 
entirely complimentary, but he said it, of course, had to be that way because 
HUIE was writing for "The American Mercury" magazine, which was owned by Jewish 
interests that were anxious to defame SMITH. 


SMITH indicated that the facts contained in the article were 
not completely accurate. The principal inaccuracy which he pointed out was 
the fact that he did not meet multi-millionaire HORACE DODGE in New York City 
but, on the contrary, became acquainted with DODGE after he came to Detroit, 
Michigan. 
SMITH next referred to the feature article of "Liberty" magazine 
dated August 1, 1942, entitled, "Americans We Can Do Without," by WALTER WIN- 
CHELL. GIITH said that WINCHELL's article made him feel "pretty good," because 
he knows that WINCHELL is the most influential enemy he has and that nothing 
worse could ever be written about him than WINCHELL wrote in "Liberty" magazine. 
STH then reviewed the article by WINCHELL and stated that he did not think it 
was so bad. The one fact in WINGIELL's article which SIITH himself thought was 
damaging was the reference to the fact that WILLIAM DUDLEY PELLEY affirmed that 
GERALD L. K. SMITH was a member of his Silwer Shirt organization. SMITH ex- 
plained that when he was working for Senator HUEY P. LONG of Louisiana, PELLEY 
wanted to extend his Silver Shirt organization into the State of Louisiana and 
HUEY LONG appointed SMITH to investigate the character and activities of the Silv 
Shirts. SMITH said, accordingly, he joined PELLEY's Silver Shirts and maintained 
that membership for only a few weeks and at the end of that time he discovered 
that the Silver Shirt organization was not creditable and he wrote a letter to 
WILLIAM DUDLEY PELLEY resigning from the organization and openly criticising it. 
SMITH stated that he retained a copy of this letter and that if he should ever 
be accused of being a member of the Silver Shirt organization, he would produce 
this letter to prove that he joined only temporarily to investigate whether the 
organization should be allowed to exist in Louisiana and, after a brief investi~ 


gation, he disclaimed all interest in it. 


Later in the conversation SMITH returned to WINCHELL's adcusation 
based on SMITH's membership in PELLEY's Silver Shirts and SMITH said that he 
regretted ever having joined the Silver Shirts. He described his joining the 
organization as the foolish act of a young = =o at something rash and in- 
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SMITH gave the writer a copy of the "american Mercury® magazine 
and a copy of the "Liberty" magazine to which he had been referring and these 
4tems are being retained in the files of the Detroit Field Division. 
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SMITH also gave the writer one copy of the april, May and 
June, 1942, issues of his magazine, entitled, "The Cross and the Flag." He 
thumbed through the pages just before doing so and made comments at random 
about the articles contained therein, clearly referring to the magazine as 
his own publication. One comment he made was that the Communists were viciously 
attacking what was termed the "Cliveden set" and they included among the per- 
sons in the "Cliveden set," Director J. EDGAR HOOVER. SMITH said that the 
Communists more recently, however, are exuding with patriotism since Russia 
and the United States are both fighting the Nazis. He indicated that because 
of this situation the Commmists are attempting to use governmental agencies 
to prosecute their ow enanies. 


SMITH informed that he understood that the Federal Burem of 
Investigation was receiving numerous complaints about him and he believed that 
they are all Communist-inspired. He recognized that it was the duty of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation to investigate such complaints and he had no 
objection to the present investigation. He stated that he knew the writer was 
investigating him and that he had given the writer samples of his literature 
in order to facilitate the investigation. ‘~ 


SMITH suggested to the writer that he was having trouble with 
the printer, who did not want to continue printing his magazine. SMITH sug- 
gested that if the writer should find it necessary to interview his printer 
at any time in the future, he should not do it in such a way as to scare the 
printer and intimidate him so that he would be afraid to print the future 
issues of "The Cross and The Flag." . 


SMITH stated that he believed WALTER WINCHELL was in back of the 
vicious conspiracy to accuse SMITH as a Fascist. He indicated that his founda- 
tion for this suspicion is that when SMOTH first announced his candidacy for the 
office of United States Senator Mr. ALDERMAN of the National Workers’ League and 
a very neat-appearing man with smooth black hair appeared at a Smith meeting 
and presented a completely filled nominating petition. SMITH accepted the peti- 
tion but, suspecting that some foul play was involwed, never filed this petitian. 
SMITH explained that he knew the National Workers! League was a subversive group 
he did not want to become associated with it. He said the following day and 
every day thereafter the well-dressed man with the smooth black hair wisited 
his office and asked for "an assignment" because he was very anxious to help 
SMITH get the nomination. . F : 


That same week, according to SMITH, a mimeographed letter was 
sent out by the National Workersat League which did not contain’ the signature 
of any responsible member urging all the members to work for the nomination 
and election of GERALD SMITH. The next Sunday night WALTER WINCHELL in his 
weekly broadcast stated that the National Workers' League was endorsing GERALD 
SMITH for the United States Senate. = 
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SMITH explained that he suspected that this neatly dressed man 
with the smooth black hair was working for WALTER WINCHELL in an attempt to 
couple the National Workers! League with SMITH's campaign so that WINCHELL 
would be able to point out that Fascist groups in Detroit were working together 
against the Government. 


- Qn daly 28, 1942, GERALD L. K. SMITH telephonically contacted 
the Detroit Field Division and asked to speak to Special agent in Charge JOHN 
S. BUGAS who was out of the office. SMITH then asked to speak to the writer. 
The following telephone conve paation between SMITH and the writer was monitored b&b 


by Special Agent SMITH advised the writer that about a year 
or so ago he was called a Fascist by Time, Incorporated and by the March of 
Time, Incorporated. He indicated that he sued the corporation for slander and 
received a cash settlement. He indicated that more recently "Life" magazine 
_ has published a feature photographic article entitled, "Voices of Defeat® and 
‘A _ thas referred to SMITH as one of the American defeatists along with other lead- 
4 ing pre-war isolationists. 





SMITH continued that the individual responsible for these smears 
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SMITH indicated that the purpose of his telephone call was to 
advise the Federal Bureau of Investigation that two reporters for "Life" maga- 








Th gine, registered at the Statler Hotel, other whose name SMITH |p’ 
. could not rec but believed to have "VAN" in it __ Seiiadiies 
later advised that this other reporter's name was ss » Were attempt- b 


| dng te make an appointment with him for the apparent purpose of interviewing 
4 him about his own activities, SMITH stated that he suspected that this was just 
poe 4 part of a vicious conspiracy to defame him and he wanted to go on record as 
having given notice of the conspiracy to the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
SMITH also stated that as part of thie smear campaign a woman, 
whose name he did not know, frequently visited Radio Station WJR and inquired 
Pa as to how she could get in touch with GERALD L. K. SMITH, saying that if she 
eee could do so, she knows that SMITH would obtain a deferment for her son so that 
s he would not have to go into the army. SMITH indicated further that he also 
wanted to go on record as stating that all such requests for deferment that 
are made to him are referred to the War Department and he makes no attempt to 
obtain deferments for his friends. SMITH said that he believed this was also 
part of the conspiracy calculated to show that SMITH is interfering with the 
war effort, 





SMITH blamed all these smear campaigns on Communists and other 
enemies of his and said that the Communists feel very secure by reason of the 
present situation and they have even started a smear campaign against ELMER 
DAVIS, Head of the Office of War Information. 
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be ee | further advised that SMITH is can- 


inning toconkact CHARLES LINDBERGH and has also attem t pt 
a a ee ii: cs. Mato HENRY FORD. —— 
LITH has obtained a tire s out of synthetic rubber © expects to y? 


ne when he makes a campaign eee at Sag ging michie an, Of August 6. 
19. SITTH also has been contacting Gia ere fT a 
B® and has asked him to obtain $1,000" Por his er gn und. 


























A close friend of SNTH, 
America First Committee, advised SMITH that she We = rc 
recently and had a telephone conversation withf 


rerereed te. ' 


formerly of the 
a Bl ata é *. , 4 be 









any Ol ner punches on a ONG ot : ss : — es : tan bie 
| Rae ; oe Msaid that she had some messages for SIT fron Wi 
’ which She Would convey when she next saw him. SMITH answered that he 
gs ut had not seen in three years and was not intimate with her, but 


he believed that a d get adequate support from her intimate friends, 
Througly Nadio Station WJR, Detroit, Michigan, copies were ob- 





i: tained of SMITH's radfo addresses which were delivered at 7:15 P.M., on duly 
Biiiag 19, 1942, July 26, 1942, and August 2, 1942, which are as follows: 

. "GERALD L. K. SMITH 
an WOR, Detroit 
Redes 
"Good Evening, Ladies and Gentlemen: 

"iy campaign for the United States Senate is not the ordinary political 

eee! campaign. It is a crusading fight to preserve our American way of life 
= in war and in peace. 


"The enemies of America are my enemies, Those who hate america, the America 
of Washington, Lincoln and Jefferson ~ will do anything = and when I say 
a anything, I mean just that. They will do anything to keep this crusading 
| and fighting Nc off the floor of the United States Senate. 


"7 have good news for my friends and bad news for my enemies, Tomorrow or 
poe ee Tuesday morning I shall file my nomination petitions. Under a new law that 
eR ety has just been passed, it is very, wery difficult for a candidate for the 
United States Senate to get in his petitions. They must come from at 
least 20 counties. Zach petition mst contain signatures from only one 
city or only one township. Seasoned politicians admit that it has never 
been as difficult to get on the Primary ballot as it is this year. 
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"That's why, ladies and gentlemen, that I wanted my friends to send in 
more than the number of names necessary. The required number is about 

10 thousand. I expect to file between 30 and 40 thousand names tomorrow, 
That means that through an organization of crusading wlunteers we have 
obtained more than three times as many names as necessary to get on the 
ballot - and we wery likely will present as many napes as all other candi- 
Gates for the Senate combined. 





"What a victory! What a demonstration of crusading courage on the part 
of my patriotic friends! 


one "Most candidates for office hire individuals to go out and circulate 
petitions, I have hired no person to circulate petitions for me. On the 
contrary, most of the petition circulators have enclosed contributions of 
money with their petitions in order to help bear the printing and mailing 
costse Every pdition mst be notarized. My crusading friends have paid 
for all their notary fees, 


"The people of Michigan and America know what I stand for, and I say to you, 
my vicious and conniving enemies, and I am speaking right now to a outfit 
which at this very moment is preparing to print and circulate one million 
pieces of vicious literature against patriotic candidates, including my~ 
self, The people of Michigan are not going to be disturbed by your lies, 
because they have been listening to me a this radio for about four years. 
The people of Michigan know that during those years nothing damaging or 
convincing has been said about me, 


"Uy friends know that all the wild concoctions and libelous statements 
that have been poured out recently have been invented and circulated in 
order to keep my fearless voice out of the United States Senate. 


"Before a great body of crusading leaders last night at the Masonic Temple 
in Detroit, I launched my Primary campaign. At that rally I listed my 1, 
points. I shall refer to these 14 points briefly and then I am going to 
talk to you a few moments about the biggest political scandal of the year. 
Hear are the 14 points I am going to fight for in the days that are ahead, 
just as I have fought for them in the days that have passed: 


"], 100% support of the war effort. 2. $100 per month for every man in 
the armed services. 3. Tires for everybody. 4. Free speech and free 
press for all good Americans, including Feather Charles E. Coughlin. 5. A 
square deal for the Townsend Plan. 6. America First in War and Peace. 

7. Build a hoop of military steel around America after this war which 

will guarantee protection from invasion and make it unnecessary to wage 
future wars of aggression. 8. I am reconsecrated to the 7 Basic Principles 
of the Committee of 1,000,000, 9. A farm program based on the teachinge 
of the Holy Bible. 10. Fight without compromise in defense of Labor's 
right to organize and bargain collectively through leadership loyal to 
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“America and opposed to all forms of Nazi-Commnism. 11. Food mist come 
before whiskey, 12. Save the little business man, 13. Protect the great 
tourist industry. 14. Christ First in America, 


“As you readily see, I cannot develop all 1, points in one radio address, 

ao now I propose to talk to you a few minutes about the biggest political 

ecandal of the year - and this scandal comes under the heading of TIRES — 
AUTOMOBILE TIRES. , 


"When I first announced for the Senate, I promised that if elected to the 
United States Senate I would carry on a crusading fight which would compel 
the bureaucrats and the monopolists to work out a program that would pro- 
vide tires for everybody. Many of the newspapers and news services ignored 
every other one of the points in my platform but this and advertised my 
slogan to the nation and to the world = 'Tires for Everybody.' They thought 
such a promise would inspire ridicule. One newspaper said, ‘Any man who 
will make such a promise is a demagogue.' I warmed the newspapers of 
Michigan, both the weeklies and the dailies, not to ridicule this promise 
because I had conferred with the rubber experts and that they would som 
learn that I knew what I was talking about. 


*Bureaucrats and New Deal propagandists began to make dire predictions. 

We were told that there would be no tires wntil after the war, which would 

probably be 1944 or 1945. By Government edict, the sales of tires was pro- 
. hibited except on a very restrained basis. | 


"There is no way to estimate the discomfort and the pain and the anxiety 
that has been brought upon us by the tire situation. In the first place, 

I don't think we can win this war without tires for our citizens. Automobile 
tires are as mch a part of our daily life as shoes. ; 





"The whole system of transportation and commerce is based on the theory that 
a the automobile will continue to operate. I think that the operation of the 
automobile and tires for the civilians is just as important as ships, guns or 
aeroplanes. I don't believe that the factories of America can operate with- 
out automobile tires for the workers and for the families of the workers. 


"This problem has been bungled. When the facts are brought out, it will be 
revealed that the handling of this rubber tire situation will go down in 
: history as the scandal of the generation. It will be revealed that much of 
a our trouble has been due to plain, old-fasioned stupidity, the ruthless 
anes operation of certain vested interests and the sadistic boondoggiing of 
Hees certain bureaucrats. 


"In a few moments I am going to read the most sensational news dispatch to 
appear in print since this rubber tire situation developed, but before I do 
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"so, I shall enumerate some of the critical situations that have developed, 
because of no tires. 1, The lack of eutombile tires has slowed up our 
whole transportation system. 2. The lack of automobile tires has reduced 
the production of our factories making war materials. 3. The automobile © 
< tire situation has bankrupted literally hundreds and thousands of little 
a independent businessmen who sell gasoline, tires and accessories. They 
are now going broke, while selfish interests are sending their agents 
around to buy up their filling stations and business locations at half 
price. 4. No aitomobile tires means bankruptcy for all the gasoline station 
people, except the stations owned by the big oil monopolies. 5. Because of 
the automobile tire situation the little garages are all going broke. 6. 
Because of the automobile tire situation the little storekeepers are going 
to the wall because the people cannot get to the stores and are trading with 
mail order houses instead of local storekeepers. 7. The mayor of the city 
of New York said that unless the tire and gasoline situation was solved, the 
intense life of that city would be so slowed down that pestilences would 








break out and diseases would be rampant. §&. The tourist industry of 

Michigan and other tourist states has already been virtually destroyed for 

the sumer, if not permanently. 9. If the tire situation is not solved, 
pores at least one-half the churches in Michigan and one-half the churches in 
Anerica will be unable to operate, eepecially the churches that depend upon 
parishionera driving some distance, 


"I say to you preachers of the Gospel listening in that you had better 
wake up and join with those of us who are interested in this fight or you 
will find your churches dying of creeping paralysis, which can be traced 
to the shortage of tires and the threat of gasoline rationing. 10. If 
we don't get tires or begin to solve this tire situation, it will reduce 
the number of citizens who can vwote this fall, especially you farmers and 
country people who live some distance from your voting places. 








"There is no way to separate the organization of our community and national 
life from the use of automobile tires. 


"Now I'm going to read to you what I told you a few moments ago was the 
most sensation_ news story since the outbreak of the war. What I am about 
to read was written by Mr. George Dixon, the eminent reporter of Washington, 
DC. It appears in the New York Daily News, the largest daily newspaper 

in America, and it was written on last Tuesday, July 14. You won't believe 
your ears, but please listen while I read this newspaper story which prac- 
tically no other newspaper has carried, for some mysterious reason. 


"“tamerica'ts tire and rubber industry is all set to inform the Government 

and the nation that the rubber shortage is a myth, The News learned today. 
The official blowoff is scheduled for about two weeks hence. The occasion 
will be an exhibition conducted by the major rubber companies in the Hotel 
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“Mayflower. The heads of the industry will present charts showing there 
is absolutely no need to ration tires to conserve. The country is in a 
position to furnish tires to civilian users - even straight pleasure 
drivers - without hampering the military effort in any way, the rubber men 
‘will demonstrate. Many of the figures - of which we had a confidential 
preview today - are startling. 





"tThe exhibition is a concrete result of months of fact-gathering by the 
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out a demonstration which they say should completely eonvence even the 
toughest skeptic. 


“tall the heads of the rubber industry are in Washington now. They have 
been' holding day and night conferences for more than a week. They are 
: prepared to lay the whole thing on the line for inspection, examination 
and investigation by the heads of the government agencies, 


"fThe question naturally arises as to why the rubber induatry waited so 
long before presenting its facts. The truth - as we got it - seams incredible, 
Despite all the government surveys, the Government newer saw fit before now 


to ask the industry what facts it had to offere! 





“Ladies and gentlemen, there you have it. If this, the largest daily news- 
paper in America, is not telling the truth - it should be declared irresponsible 


bo. and seditious, But if this newspaper is true, which I have just read, as I 
bet am confident it is - about 1000 bureaucrats, bungling bureaucrats, should be 
: fired now. Why is this truth now coming to the surface? I belteve it is 


coming to the surface for two reasons: First, because the rubber industry 
has discovered that if they don't get busy and reveal the facts, we'll make 
our rubber tires the way Doctor Hale of the Dow Chemical Company told us how 
to make them = out of corn, potatoes and wheat; and in the second place, I 
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even the Devil, have been fighting and fighting and fighting. Now, who's 
the demagogue? Those who have kept our tires from us - or those of us who 
eay we Can have tires for erersonye 


"But Oh, how mich trouble could have been avoided if this truth could have 
been known before these paralytic strokes had afflicted so many of us and 
so mich of our national life. 





oan “Oh, you may not like Gerald Smith because I am too plain epoken - but I 
Pee say to America tonight - if you think you're going to solve these problems 
ey with stuffed shirt politicians and ‘rubber stamp’ legislators —- you have 
a guess comings ; 





"Unless we old-fasioned Anericans begin to send to the United States Congress 


and Senate, fearless fighters who have the courage and fortitude to expose 
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"these bureaucrats - to turn the spotlight on this stupidity -- God only 
knoss what a mess they'll get us into. 





j _ "The only way I can get into the United States Senate is by the sacrificial 
2g support of the humble people, the plain people, the real people. I have 
ae no big financial backers. ‘Two days ago I didn't know where I was going to 
get the money to pay for this radio time that I em using right now. But 

if you people who listen to me, whether you are 20 miles in the country, 
whether you are a renter or an omer, a street sweeper or a businessman, 
whether you are balck or white, rich or poor - if you will help me in the 
future as you have helped me in the past, I can win. And whn I win, it will 
be your victory. | 


"No matter where you live all over America, if you will write to me follow 
ing this broadcast, I will send you a photostatic copy of this newspaper 
story which IJ just read on the rubber tire situation, with the exception that 
what I send you will be the full story. I only quoted a little of it. 


"Now, what I am about to say only my very good friends will want to hear. 
Because of the way this tire and gasoline situation has been handled, it 
will likely be very difficult for many of our friends to get to the polls 

on September 15. Therefore, I began last night to organize the GERALD L. 

K. SMITH AUTOMOBILE CLUB. We expect 25,000 owners all over Michigan to 
volunteer to use their cars to not only haul themselves to the polls on 
September 15, but to make extra trips in order that old people, those too 
weak to walk, and good people whose tires are worn out, may have transporta- 
tion to the polls, : 


"Now, I want everyone listening to me now who wants me to go to the Senate 
to write in. I will send you a photostatic copy of this newspaper story 
about tires and I will tell you how to help organize the Gerald L. K. Smith 
Automobile Club. ; 


“Don't worry about street address. Just write to me, Gerald L. K. Smith, 
Detroit, Michigan. No street address is necessary. 


“God bless you. God bless and save America." 
+ © 

"GERALD L. K. SMITH 

WIR, Detroit 

Sunday, duly 26, 1%2 


"0n last Monday I filed my nomination petitions. Several thousand names did 
not reach me in time for the filing but, even so, I filed more names than any 
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Wosndiaate for office in the State of Michigan. I filed 0.157 names, * 
which means that I filed several thousand names more than the Democratis 


a. caller tata ses rane 


candidate for the Senate. I filed several thousand names more than the © 


_ Democratic and Republican ee ee for Governor and I filed as many si. 
od as ny t bea aes r rte peneee both ‘pat ee ce res 


o_o... ae mC ~ 2 


"So, I Bay to the viclous “character assaseins, ws Communists and t 
New Deal ‘wrecking crew' that has been sent into uaa! to eS Gerald eis 
Le K. Snith - the first round is sy round. -. oes : eta 
Maside from the thousands of ‘people who are not afraid to circulate my 
petitions and sign my petitions and boost me openly, there are literally © 
thousands, yes, hundreds of thousands, of them that don't talk =< but 
a - when they stand behind that curtain they're going to vote for me because - . 
Ao} - they know I am a fighting, fearless, crusading candihte. They know that 
- » I have stood for something ever since I have been on this radio, both as ~ 
a radio commentator end as an editor of a fearless crusading journal, _. 
But these silent people, these people that are for Gerald Snith and don't 
gay anything about it, have been bulldozed, intimidated, abused, for so. 
many years by New Deal political tyranny that they're going to take ad-.. it 
wantage of this chance to eee & Man with some euiiammccas Christian, Sees 
American couragee  ... te ee eee poe 


"I'm not bothered by the saiinaes.: newspaper emake te you will ree 
read all the newspapers which speak critically of me, they make thea-— - 
selves look ridiculous. To illustrate, Mr. Malcolm Bingay, the noted — 
cynic of the Detroit Free Press, in his little Iffy colum likens m to. 
a flea on a dog. Non, why should anybody be worried by a flea on a fale 
. ee Mr. Kelsey, writing in the Detroit News, leaves it to me to get out © 
a big vote on Primary day. He euggests that the only thing that will give 
us a big vote on September 15 is for the people to be sufficiently eae ba ae 
of Gerald L. K. Gnith. The current Mercury magazine takes li pages to - 
eee that 7 an the most a and dangerous man before the penises: ee 


"So, there you have it, ladies end gentlemen. It's e long way fron a flea oe . -_ 
to a dynamic, dangerous man. Evidently, my newspaper friends can't rac ary. 
agree on aa whelner: or me I em a flea or en elephant. ie ae a 
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; a aS he "But an outfit has ee been foreed in Sateute which ‘wild bear cate 


dng. It is shot through and through with Communists but it. is posing es a 3 
. apne respectable outfit. I will give the names of the members of this : 
committee at some future date. The reason I am not naming them tonight ~~ 
1 geetbee a ee here dee, De Seema net tt tea aia coe 
‘ oo mant to resieon when they find eut that the vy h ve been scat eee vy e. me : 
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"They announce that they are some sort of a purge committee. They're 
going to defeat all the Congresamen who were opposed to war before Pearl 
Harbor, they threaten. They used the word - purge, purge, purges That 
sounds like Hitler to me. We don't want any purge committees in America 
and we don't want any New York Commnists to come out here to tell Michi- 
gan who they can have in Congresa or in the Senate. 3 





"ell, my old ruthless enemy, Walter Winchell, has popped up again with 

an article in a national magazine. JI am told that the cost of writing 

and distributing this article in Michigan which ia to be used against me 
= was something more than ten thousand dollars. Mr. Winchell tries to smear 
—_ ; me by putting my picture in a magazine along with some people who have 


ae been accused of seditious activity. 
cal 7 Well, Mr. Winchell, the American people are getting fed up on your kind 


: of stuff. You have participated in a campaign to smear some great people 
ee | in Americas I'm going to anme a few that you have emeared, Mr. Winchell. 
Henry Ford, Senator Burton K. Wheeler, the eminent commentator, Camerone 
Added to this list you have smeared Senator Gerald P. Nye. Recently, on 
the floor of the United States Senate, Senator Bennett Champ Clark accused 
you of being part of a amear conspiracy against that great Chrietisn 
patriot and chairman of the Naval Affairs Committee, David I. Walsh. You 
have criticized Col. Batterson, the heroic editor of the New York News, 
the largest daily newspaper in America. He was wounded 7 times in the 





=, = | | last war, while you, Walter Winchell, a Lieutenant—Commander in the Navy, 
AG pees are serving out your time during this bloody conflict on Broadway, with 
ye an income running into six figures per year. : | 


"As no other man, you exploited and publicised the kidnaping of Lindbergh's 
little baby. You picked the publicity bone dry on this tragic drama, end. 
Bei iy te then you led the procession of 'cat-callers', who insisted on smearing 

Bt hee ote and attacking and persecuting Charles A. Lindbergh because of his attitude 
~* 4 toward the war before Pearl Harbore And, now, you and a certain weekly 
magazine, for which you write, are participating in another campaign to 
force Mre Lindbergh out of his seclusion where he is devoting 24 hours a 
day doing scientific research at the Ford Motor Company in order that we 
may win this war. = 


"You, Mr. Winchell, and a dozen other news-hounds who thrive on sensat ional 
publicity are thirsting again for the chance to pick at Mr. Lindbergh and 
persecute this America's hero. 


"You, Mr. Walter Winchell, were one not satisfied to leave the discipline 


ider. 
of a parish priest to Archbishop Mooney of Detroit ~ but you, an outs > 
joined others in striking the lash to the back of Father Charles E. Coughlin. 
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"Well, according to the list of notables I have just named, who are on 
your black list, Mr. Winchell, it seems to be an honor to be smeared by 
Fue 


a ee “And now you start on me and wind up by condeming me because I have been 
i endorsed by Senator Robert Reynolds and Senator Gerald Nye and Congrese- 
Be man Roy Woodruf. Now, I repeat to you, Mr. Winchell, what I said some 

: weeks ago. I make this challenge -=- I shall call on the pastor of the 
Christian church to which I belong - you call on the Jewish rabbi who is 
the pastor of the synagogue to which you belong - then we will ask your 
Jewish rabbi, Mr. Winchell, and my Christian pastor to select a Catholic 
priests Let these three men of God study my career. and if I have not 
been a loyal Christian American, according to their judgment, I shall re- 
tire from this Senate race and from public life. But if this committee 
of three, Mr. Winchell, which shall include your Jewish rabbi pastor, my 
Christian pastor and a Catholic priest of their choosing ~ if this com- 
mittee finds that I have been a loyal Christian American, then you shall 
get off the radio, stay out of Michigan politics and go into the Navy on 
a fulltime basis like the rest of the Navy officials of America, 





“Ladies and gentlemen, isn't it singular that these 'gad-flies', these 
harping critics, these ridicule-mongers and these character assassins - 
isn't it singular that they did not manifest much concern about Gerald L. 
K. Gnith until I announced for the United States Senate? 





"Some of thought I was exaggerating when I prophesied the deadly potions 
that were being mixed by the political witch doctors of America. Even 
you, my best friends, said — surely, Mr. Smith is excited. His enemies 
are not as desperate as he claims. Three weeks ago an article appeared 
in a New York magazine known for its pro-Commmist attitudes under the 
headling, 'Keep this man out of the Senate, no matter what the cost.' 


tha man thaw wafarrar + in thie artinle wae flereald T.. K. Smith. 


And msu wae 7 4vwhwée dU ww Gi VY OS VE ee FG Ww) eee eT Sle Slee 2 
to 7 : 


"Well, ladies and gentlemen, I believe I'm going to the Senate. I believe 

that the more they smear me, the stronger I shall become. I expect to be 

called everything on the calendar. The atheistic enemies of America cringe 
Rs 2. j like hissing serpents when they hear me cry out the slogan, ‘Christ First 
, in Americae! They called me a demagogue when I said we can have tires 
| for everybody, And now, the great rubber industry admits that the rubber 





shortage is a myth and we can have tires for every automobile in America 
if we can rescue the rubber situation from the boondoggling bureaucrats 
that have so ruthlessly messed it up. 

"If I win this fight, it will be the people's victory. I have no big 
financial backers in spite of the lies of my enemies. The money for my 
campaign comes from the plain people and every week I wonder where I's 
going to get the money to pay for my radio time. 
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"I can't explain it, but God Almighty has given m a great sense of 
assurance. Confidence is in my heart. A warm passion to do the right 

is in my soul. Only crusading courage can solve the problems of this 
deadly hour. Regardless of the price, I shall contime to be the 

woice of the voiceless, the defender of the weak. I move toward the. 
United States Senate, committed to those 14 basic principles of my 
campaign, which are as follows: 1, 100% support of the war effort. 

2. $100 per month for every man in the armed services. 3. Free speech 
and free press for all good Americans, including Father Chas. E. Coughlin, 
4. A square deal for the Townsend Plan. 5. Tires for everybody. (By 
using the wisdom of science instead of the bureaucratic bungling of monopoly- 
controlled politicians.) 6. Preservation of America's national sovereignty 
under the slogan, ‘America First in War and Peace.* 7. The building of 
a hoop of military steel around America after this war which will guarantee 
protection from invasion and make it unnecessary to wage future wars of . 
aggression. 8. I am recommitted to the seven basic principles of the 
Committse of 1,000,000. 9. A farm program based on the teachings of 

the Holy Bible. 10. I shall fight without compromise for Labor's right 

to organize and bargain collectively through leadership loyal to America 
and opposed to all forme of Nazi-Communiam. ll, Less sugar for whiskey 
and more sugar for children. 12. Save the little businessman, 13. Pro=- 
tect the great tourist industry. 14. ‘Christ First in Amsrica.t 





"Pray for me —- stand with me during this, my hour of great persecution. 
I stand at the door of Gethsemane, I am about to be throw into a poli- 
' tical torture chamber equipped with the most modern inventions which a 
i . ruthless bureaucracy can supply in its desperate attempt to hold back a 
i G rising tide of impassioned opposition. Nothing can stop me, as long as 





I can keep my faith in God and have the prayers of the people. 


"If America will put Christ first - if America will return to her altars 

of prayer —- if America will send to her seats of government men reconse~ 

crated to the teachings of Christ and to the love of God and to the old~ 
has = fashioned American faith of our fathers — America can live. 


* * * 
SGERALD L. K. SMITH 


WR; Detroit 
Sunday, August 2, 1%,2 


“Good Evening, Ladies and Gentlemen: 


"This sumer may be the last time that fearless men with crusading con- 
victions will have an opportunity to seek high office on real issues, unless 
the people are alert. You, who have listened to me through the years, can 
now begin to see the desperation of my enemies and the viciousness of my 


opposition. 
-19 - 
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"XY do not look upon my opposing candidates as my enemies, My real 
opposition is coming from a set of Commnist and subversive individuals who 
will stop at nothing to keep me out of the United States Senate. Up to 


thia moment ay enemies saam to he anerating through tun ahi af outlates 


2 Wee Say rw Vas _—w wre 1 in =) Fee W' rrw Peeve YSBVS YY 





eae See "First, an organization in Michigan known as the Civil Rights Federation. 

ay ae This organization for years has been considered a Commnist<-front mechan- 

en ism. They campaigned to free Earl Browder, the No. 1 Red. This organisation 

4 : . was orginally formed to fight the Dunkle-Baldwin Bill. This bill was in- 

a troduced in the State Legislature of Michigan for the purpose of outlawing 
the Communist Party and for the purpose of keeping the Communist Party off 

a the Michigan ballot. 4n organization was formed to put the Comunist aad 

: - : on the Mi chig gan ballot to supnort the attemnt of the Commniet Party to 

a be on the Michigan ballot. 4nd this organisation developed into what we 

y now know as the Civil Rights Federation. 


"Many of the officers of this organization has been and are Goamintates 
Some months ago the president of the organization resigned, one Owen Knax, 
because, said he, 'The Civil Rights Federation is controlled by the Commnist 
Party.! 


‘Now this Red outfit wants Father Coughlin and Gerald L. K. Snith dete 
gated by a Grand Jury. In other words, they are asking that an instrument 
of the Government be used to persecute us, investigate us, indict us, 
and, as one Red said in a rally held on Woodward Avenue some days ago - 

_ We Commnists hope to lock Gerald le K. Smith in the same prison cell as 


that vacated by Earl Browder.! 








MLadies and Gentlemen, when the time comes that a set of atheistic Com 
munists in America are attempting to imprison the preachers of Christ 
and patriotic Christians, while atheistic Reds run loose upon the streets 
— if that time has come in America, it's time for those of us who love 
our Christ and love our America to stand up and fight, in defense of our 


traditional liberties, 


Nand I serve notice here and now on a certain set of conspirators that 

have been sent into Detroit to get Gerald L. Ke Srith, You are going to 
have a fight on your hands and if you start anything with me, youtre going 
to be terribly surprised when you discover just how far it will go and just 
how lone it will take you to atop ite 


nSome very, very bad people and some very vicious elements are active in 
America todays And some very good Christian Americans are being hurt end 
their patience is being tried. 


the 
"Everybody listening to me right this minute might not understand 
import of what I am about to say. But there are some people listening 
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“in who will understand what I man. Why don't you have enough sense to 

know when you have gone far enough? In your panic to destroy your oppo- 

sition and in your hysteria to silence men like Gerald Smith ~ have you 
what qe. 


An natircn dtbate ta waar rf eawheeama mew etdiaes® 
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k "The other outlet for my enemies seems to be Walter Winchell. Walter Win- 
chell made a very, very vicious attack on me. Mr. Winchell lives in New 
York City. His income runs to six figures per year. Who said Walter Win- 
chell should name the next United States Seantor from Michigan? Are the 
people of Michigan going to permit a New York columnist to select their re- 
presentatives in the United States Senate and Congress? 


"Now, I repeat again the challenge I made to Mr. Winchell last Sunday 
night; 


"I make this challenge - I shall call om the pastor of the Christian Chureh 
to which I belong - you call on the Jewish rabbi who is the pastor of the 
synagogue to which you belong - then we will ask your Jewish rabbi, lr. 
Winchell, and my Christia pastor to select a Catholic priest. Let these 
three men of God study my career. And if I have not been a loyal Christian 
American, according to their judgment, I shall retire from this Senate race 
and from public life. But if this committee of three, Mr. Winchell, which 
shall include your Jewish rabbi pastor, my Christian pastor and a Catholic 
priest of their choosing -- if this committee finds that I have been a 
loyal Christian American, then you shall get off the radio, stay out of 
Michigan politics and go into the Navy on a fulltime basis like the rest 


VL WIS NGVyY VIII 1s OL Bhi dvGe 





"In his attack on me, Mr. Winchell warns the readers of a certain national 
Magazine not to be deceived by the fact that I have an old-fashioned American 
name = it being Smith. Well, Mr. Walter Winchell, my name is Smith and ay 
father, still living, is a Gospel preacher and his father was a Gospel 
preacher and all my relatives who could qualify fought and bled to preserve 
the Union. Yes, my father's name was Smith and my grandfather's name was 
Smith and my great-grandfather's name was Snith - and they were all Americans 
fore and we have kept the name we were born with. : 
“What was your name when you were born, Mre Winchell? 4nd what was your 

7 father's name and what was your grandfather's name? Write that down on a 
pee piece of paper, Mr. Walter Winchell, so the world can read ite 


"Ladies and gentlemen, I'd rather die in a prieon camp ~ I'd rather be 
shot down by an assassin, just as I saw Huey Long shot down within six 
feet of me by an assassin who was part of a plot, which has not yet been 
unfolded. Yes, I'd rather die - I'd rather be killed - I'd rather be 


imprisoned than to surrender my right to be a good patriotic Christian 
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"American with freedom of speech and with freedom of press, devoted 
to the American way of life. And I'd rather drop dead at this micro- 
phone than to live in om America run by Walter Winchell and his sort, 


"Since I spoke to you last Sunday night, I have been in conference with 
some of the greateet scientists and industrialists on earth. I mean just 
that -- some of the greatest on earth. I now know that this tire problem 
could have been solved six months ago, if it could have been put into . 
the hands of scientists and statesmen instead of bungling bureaucrats. 

I know that if the bureancrats in Washington will give Mr. Henry Ford the 
liberty he needs, he can begin to furnish rebuilt tires to 200,000 Ford 
workers within sixty days. If Mr. Ford is given his freedom, he can furnish 
.. es rebuilt tires and begin to furnish new tires to every war worker in Wichi- 
an gan within six months, whether he works for General Motors, Briggs Body, 
Chrysler or what note. — 





“And I know further that if Mr. Henry Ford and his friends, such as Dr. 

Dow of the Dow Chemical Company, if given liberty, could work out a plan 
for rebuilding and servicing and retreading tires for every automobile 
owner in America. And I know that the materials that would be used in 

the manufacture of this substitute rubber, which Mr. Ford already knows how 
to make — I know these materials are not critical war materials and could 
be used without hurting the Army, the Navy or the air force and without in 
any way injuring the war effort, 





"Furthermore, I know that synthetic rubber can be made from corn, potatoes 
and wheat and that we have enough farm products going to waste or stored 
up in America right now to make all the rubber we need, 





"When I launched my campaign for the United States Senate, I promised to 
carry on a fight that would get tires for everybody. Now, I make a work 
 . of prophecy. Within two weeks the New Dealers and the bureaucrats are 
ed going to try to do something to head me off on this tire business, I 
in wag have already smoked out the rubber trust - I'm smoking out the bureaucrats 
and I have exposed the great international rubber monopoly. 


"If, as a candidate for the Senate, I am able to force = through the mobili- 
gation of public sentiment - these bureaucrats into a position where they'll 
have to turn the solution of this problem over to the great industrial states~- 
men =- it will be one instance in political history where a candidate ful- 
filled his campaign promise during the campaign and before he was elected. 


"If some people in Washington including high officials would spend less 
time talking with New York politicans about the Governor's race and about 
who is going to have control of the New York delegation at the next Demo- 
cratic Convention ~— if these Washington officials would spend less time 
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“talking to Tammany Hall politicians and political party connivers and ~ 
more time consulting with men like Henry Ford and Dr. Dow and Mr. C. Ee. 
Sorenson -- we could begin to have tires by Labor Day, lots of them by 
Christmas and plenty of them by Easter. 


tNow.here is an announcement 


eats FOSS ee SS ew “s 
2 


I am speaking in person at the Saginam, 
Michigan Auditorim this coming Thursday night, August 6. I am going 
to deliver a fearless, dynamic speech that will contain much = and when 


I say much, I mean mich - that you never hear over the radiow 


“and here is the surprise. At this meeting I will display, so everybody 
attending the meeting can see it, a tire built with substitute rubber. 

I will show you pieces of this substitute rubber and I will show you a tire 
built with substitute rubber that has been used 5,000 miles, 


tJust think, ladies and gentlemen, here we are in Michigan with our tourist 
industry going broke, with our filling station people going broke, with our 
war industries being slowed down for want of tires. And right within the 
borders of our own state we have two of the greatest industries on earth - 
the Dow Chemical Company and the Ford Motor Company. These two together 
could supple tires for everybody in Michigan, if we could pursuade a set 

of bureaucratic politicians in Washington to remove the leg irons and the 
hand-cuffs from these great industrial statesmen who imow the solution to 
thic nrohleam. 


We bie te 284 We ole WED 


"Oh, God save us, God save us, God save us. I repeat, God save use 


"Now, I want everybody that can get there to come to this Saginaw Rally 
this coming Thursday night at the Saginaw City Auditorium, I want to meet 
you personally. I want you to hear truth that you will be unable to hear 
any other place, because I don't know of another candidate for another 
office in Michigan that has the courage or the will to say what I'm going 


to sav Thoredav nicht at Sacinaw. Michivsan. 
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tand, don't forget that you're going to see a sensational exhibit of tires 
built of substitute rubber, 


tand, ladies and gentlemen, remember that although I use the slogan, ‘Tires 
for Everybody! - that's only one plank in my platform of fourteen fearless 
principles, 


"Let me remind you again of the great rally to be held st Saginaw, Michigan 


aw~sSse wy a Sees yf ~ 


thie coming Thursday night at the Saginaw City Auditorium. 


* * * 
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; said that GERALD L. K. SiITH# occupies 
the entire twentieth floor of the Industrial National Bank Building, Detroit, © 
Michigan, with the exception of one small office. He said that he had no idea 
how much rent was paid by SMITH and did not even know whether SVITH actually 
paid rent for his office. SMITH pays his clerical help from thirty-five cents 


ee eet 





oy and mail clerks! | . 


yae 





We if. ' 
oe | 
erat ig 


; 
: 
Ga | | 


When SMITH is rushed, he obtains extra mail clerks in groups 
from Catholic schools. 





Informant stated that SMITH rarely comes to his office, but 
epends most of his time at his home, 1753 Seyburn, Detroit, Michigan, and 
practically every afternoon SMITH is at the Statler Hotel in the Cafe Rouge. 
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can that SMITH always pleads poverty and is 
continually or contributions in his circular letters and at his meet- 


ings. These appeals are very successful and a substantial income is derived 


throngh these media. Although SMITH always claims he is a poor man, 
stated he lives well in a large home and has a Negro chauffeur and 8 
mich of his time at the Statler Hotel in the e e 


Informant 
ds 
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According to Informant, SMITH ie making a great appeal to the 
former followers of Father COUGHLIN and this appeal appears to be quite suc- 
cessful, He frequently defends Father COUGHLIN's right of freedom of speech 
and criticises the Communists for persecuting Father COUGHLIN and GERALD SMITH 
together. 


_ os a well-known middle-aged woman in downtown Detroit, 
= - formerly sold COUCHLIN's magazine, "Social Justice,® at the comer of Woodward and 
State Street, in front of . Kresge Company store. Since "Social Justice* 
has been discontinued ' " 
Flag" on the same corner. 














According to Informant, the booklet entitled, "Too Much Roosevelt ,* 
by GERALD L. Ke SMITH is still being distributed at the office and sales have 
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:  Snformanit stated the same is true about SuITHe booklet entities, 
apes ‘Inenies 2" which is devoted almost feciestue | to an h expose of ee 
activities - the United Statese st. 


ous OP thie booklet « whlel-was obtained Peta Informant, is a — 
also being maintained in the files of the Detroit aiere Office. ~ fg 
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= . “Informant also presented to the writer a booklet entitled, “War- . 
mongers and the Threat of War," by GERALD L. K. GMITH. It was not know whether |. 
this book smth been distributed since the aed se the eee States ane the . 
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2 Tafoshant obtained a copy er) a booklet orren “The Hoop « of” ate 
Steel,® by GRAD L. Ke SMITH, copyrighted by him in 1942... The thesis of this” 
pamphlet is to the effect that although it may be necessary to cooperate with ae 
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abstain carefully from participating in any intemational alliance with any 

. other government after victory is attained. SMITH suggested in this thirty- 
one page pamphlet that the United States protect itself after the war is won 

_ With a "hoop of steel," in other words, such adequate armaments that no other 

- nation, or combination of nations, could ever attack the United States success~ 


In a "Postlude" to this pamphlet, SMITH objects to the wartime 
censorship of facts because of the fear that the true news would break the 
morale of the people, 


. This pamphlet is being retained in the file of the Detroit 
Field Office. 


Informant also submitted to the writer one copy each of the 
April, May and June, 1942, issues of "The Cross and the Flag," a calendar for 
_ 1942 showing one photograph of Mr. and Mrs. GERALD L. K. SMITH and one mhoto- 
graph of Mr. and Mra. GERALD L. K. SMITH with their son, GERALD, JR. 


Informant also submitted to the writer the following documents: 
Qne copy of Bill H R 1776 (Lease Lend Bill) with the following 
handwritten notation: "Dear Friend: Below is a copy of a bill 
which, if it passes, will make Mr. Roosevelt a dictator and 
lead us into ware /s/ Gerald L. K. Smith." “If you want more 
copies of this bill, address your request to GERALD L. K. 
SMITH, Box 459, Detroit, Michigan —- Committee of 1,000,000." 


Qne circular letter dated August 1, 1942, announcing a meet- 
ing to be held at Saginaw, Michigan, on August 6, 1%2, 


One circular letter dated May 8, 1942. 


Qne circular letter entitled, "I CONFESS" (previous radio 
address by SMITH). | 


Qne circular letter entitled, "a Vital Message." 


Qne circular letter entitled, "Time to Clean House" (previous 
radio address by SMITH). 


One circular letter entitled, "Reds on the Throne - Patriots 
on the Cross" (Previous radio address by SMITH). 


One four4age pamphlet entitled, "The Symbol of a Crusade - 
Committee of 1,000,000," 


Qne circular letter dated July 18, 19426 
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One circular letter congratulating workers on obtaining 
signatures to nominating petitions. 


One circular letter headed, "Very Important i" and stat- 
ing, "As a circulator of my nominating petitions you are 


now ready to qualify as a United States Senate Campaign 
Advisors « o# 





Qne copy of pages 16 and 17 "Fal" publication, dated October 

28, 1942, at New York City, showing Lord Halifax attending 

a Russian Relief Rally, with the following handwritten 

he | inscription: "Please observe that the ‘Red! flag of Russia 
- ie in the center and hangs as high as the Stars and Stripes. 

| Note how mch money was raised. /s/ Gerald L. K. Smith, 


“4 National Chairman, Committee of 1,000,000, Post Office Box 
¢ 459, Detroit, Michigan." 





ENCLOSURES 


‘To the Bureau = -- - = ------- - = -Two mhotostatic copies of a 3l-page 
ee pamphlet entitled, "The Hoop of 
aS . Steel," by GERALD L. K. SIITH. 
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One copy of "The Cross and the Flag," 
July 1942 issues 


bee: ' Qme copy of the article entitled, 
t : “Gerald Smith's Bid for Power," by 
ro WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE, taken from . 


"The American Mercury," August 1942 
issue. 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


THE INDIANAPOLIS FIELD DIVISION 
At Noblesville, Indiana: 





Will obtain documentary proof of membership of GERALD L. K. 
SMITH and Mrs. GERALD L. K. SMITH in WILLIAM DUDLEY PELLEY's Silver Shirts 
of America, believed to be No. 3223, and also information about, and document- 
ary proof of, any correspondence between PELLEY and SMITH which would indicate 
SMITH's Fascist sympathies. Previous information has indicated that PELLEY 
received a letter dated August 15, 1933, from SMITH. 


THE KANSAS CITY FIELD DIVISION 

At Kansas City, Missouri: 

Will report information in the files of the Kansas City Field 
Division concerning GERALD L. K. SMITH's association with De PRIEST. 


THE DETROIT FIELD DIVISION 
At Alma, Michigan: — 


* will cont act ia relative to information 
in his possession concerning activities of GERALD L. K. SMITH. 


At Detroit, Michigan: 


* a ie fon further contact with 


* Will contact 
Company, relative to information 








Ford Motor 
posseasion concerning activities of SMITH. 


* will maintain contact with other informants for additional 
information relative to SMITH's activities. 








National Bank Build 


* Will interview 
SMITH's background and activities. 


ing, for additional information conce 
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TO: Assistant Attorney General Yendell Berge 


From: J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Subject: GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SNITH, with alias 
THE COMMITIEE OF ONE HILLION 
INTTRNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION 


There are enclosed herewi th 
of the reports of Special Agent 
dated August 11, 1942, and Special Apent 
City, Missouri, dated Auguat 11, 1942, in 
matter, 







onsideration, copies 
Kansas 


I am eleo enclosing herewith for your consideration, a 
photostatic copy of the July, 1942 issue of "The Cross and the 
Flag", which is published by the subject of this investigation, 


Enclosure 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN FILE NO. 100-3596 
WEPORT MADE AT 


DATE WHEN MADE 








Geder dace REPORT MADE BY 
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI | S~11-42 7-30, 8~1, 242 —— ae 
TM. E CHARACTER OF CASE 
GERALD LYMAN H SMITH, . INTERNAL SECURITY 
aka Gerald L. K. Suith SEDITI GH 
shu {eh Tee Ce CINK is o: 
sYNOPsISOFFAcTs: in April, May, aud june, 1942 issues of “The Defender, 


Reverend GERALD B. WINROD, Wichita, Kansas, published 
articles and radio speeches written by SMITH. 








Investi- 
gation of WINRGD shows no further collaboration of SMITH 
and WINRQD. . 
- REFERENCE: Reports of Special Agent dated at Setroit 
a Michigan Juns i, 1942 and duly <<, 13542. 
eee DETAILS: 


A review of the Kansas City investigative files of Reverend 
GERALD B OD shows that GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH has — 
eollabo died with WINROQD only by the fact that WINR® in his 
monthly publication, "The Defender" has printed radio address- 
es by See and excerpts from SMITH'S eee "The Cross 
and Flag.*® 
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The April, 1942 issue of "The Defender” carried a radio addrese 

: by SMITH entitled, "Christ First in War or Peace,"* ag reprint 

5 of an article from SMITH'S publication regarding WALTER WDNCHELL, 
' an editorial by WINROD recommending SMITH'S pea and a 
full page advertisement of SMITH'S publication. 
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ae = The Defender" of May, 1942 printed the radio address entitied, 
c~ €o'2 "The Cross And The Flag", and the June, 1942 issue carried 
oe 


"Christ First in America", abridged radio address by SMITH. 
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ALL INFO:! 
HEREES 
DATE 


It is not advisable to interview Mrs. GERALD Ry WORD regard=- 
o the ing the nature of the relationship between WINROD and SMITH as 
ey es 2 is no longer considered a reliable source of information 


OO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 














concerning WOR'S associates. < 


3 | -  , be 
It is suggested tha be recontacted for further specific information 
regarding the nature contacts SMITH is reported to have had with WINROD, 
If this emtact concerned oly the oopy for SMITH'S articles printed in | 
"The Defender", no inveatigaticn will be conducted in this district, 


Photostatic copies of articles and radio addresses by SMITH which appeared 

in the April, May, and June, 1942 issues of "The Defender" are being enclosed 
to the Detroit Field Division. One photostatic copy of above-mentioned arti- 
cles is being retained in the files of the Kansas City Field Division Office. 


ENCLOSURES: | - ‘10 THE DETROIT FIELD DIVISION 
Three photostatic copies of articles and radio 


addresses by SMITH appearing in the April, May, 
and june, 1942 issues of "The Defender.* 


~ REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF CRIGDN = 
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Source of Information tioned in the detaile of this report is: 
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yen upeciain ibhow 
‘y 2 PRD. Bu, Ui Ly, - - i ak "i 
ail pro f lim aa : 
Attorney General Biddle, eS vo ls 1942 
Washingtom, D.C. \ oy, v 
| <= akon | wee, 
Dear Sir: SINEY GENRE 


baa aS c 


Gerald L.. K.0smith made a speech here today and he went after Roose-« 
ve unmercirulty—abdout vetoing the Rubber Bill that would help the 
farmers sell their produce. oe 

He said that Henry Ford could make synthetic rubber ami be in pro- 
duction in 60 daya.. Now is there any law to keep Ford from going 
ahead and making synthetic rubber and selling it to-the people? He 
also, told about how The Dow Chemical Co», could make it too. Now. 
if there is nop: law to keep them from making it why in hell dont 
they get busy and do-it..Or # is that only political talk? If they 
can: do it go-ahead ami do it or shut up. 


He spoke of the new deal paying the farmers for not producing stuff. 
If they had produced stuff all that they could the market would have 
been flooded then they would have raised hell for the Government to- 
buy the surplus like the Brazil Government is doing about Coffee. 


He never said a dam word about the people on relief that could not 
buy what food they rreeded, no not a word. 


Why dont the FBI investigate him and get a list of the ones who is 
donating to his broadcasting expenses. I will bet old Hank Ford and 
General Motors and other rich Republicans are donating to hime We 
should know: 60 why not get the FBI on his tail’ ami show him up. 





Sincerely yours = , 
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A August 25, 1942 
Pp 
%,, 62-43818-118 
Dear : | 
I wish to advise that your letter of 
recent date has been received at this Bureau by 
reference from the Attorney General's Office. 
a Your courtesy and interest in bringing 
aa this matter to the attention of this Department are 
one, indeed appreciated, You may be assured that the content 
. ¢ of your letter has been noted and will receive appropriate 
7 consideration. 
pores Sincerely yours, 
ee T 
ae vy Neon CONTAINED 
ss iv A nett i” ryt ECILD John Edgar Woover 
tes Wiis he eee BY 3A Bris K Directer 
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Mr. Tolson....-.----+ 


wir Kk. A. Tamm...-- 


xy. Clegg .-..-- ---«0- 
United States Bepartment of Justice a. oe re Jaks 

Post Office Box #2118 ane eee 
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED —§ Detroit - Michigan eis widbolaeceka 
> HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED August 20, 1942 Bh a oA a a tees 
DATE___ 2 |sa_  BYPeo ial Ooms Sees ont a 
ao4, 453 Ber. Cerkon ..-------- 
Va Director f Nha. LaG Toad 2 oe renee 
A Federal Bureau of Investigation ny oRcainey ase 
Washington, D. C. : Mr. MeGuire --.----+- 
Mr. Grito Tamm..-- 
Re: GE®RALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH si ae Nae 
av INTERNAL SECURITY — SEDITION Mine Gandy anne 
(V\ (62-1,3818) coos encore 





Dear Sir: 


The following information was ootained Troms Meee eg 
na whose identity is known to you, for the period of Augus 
ugus « SMITH has been contacting officials of the Ford Motor 
Company for various types of assistance in his political campaign for 
the nomination of United States Senator far the state of Michigan. He 
has been dealing with in an/attemt }2 
to obtain a sound truck’, e has also 0 ned from 
office an automobile tire made out of synthetic rubber. 
SMITH have been continuing contacting 
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On August 3, 1942, hrs. ere | KNOWIES, forner prominent 
member of rica First Committee in Detroit, Michigan, advised SMITH 
telephonically that she had just returred from a trip to Chicago, Illinois, 
where she spoke to Mrs. ELIZABETH\DILLING over the telephone, Mrs. KNOVLES 
said that Mrs. DILLING did not pull any of her punches. Mrs, DILLING con- 
sidered that her principal concern, in view of the indictment against her 
in Washington, D. C., was to hire one of the best attorneys available. 


Ure, ENOTES stso said that she had messages for SHITH from Mrs. DILLING, 
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which she would convey to him when she saw him. Mrs. KNOVLES continued 

that Mrs, DILLING would like to come to Michigan and speak at e rally. 

SMITH did not look upon the proposal with favor. As far as Mrs, DILLING'S 
trial was concerned, SKITH suggested that she would no doubt get all the 
support she needed from her intimate friend, and SMITH said that he had 

not seen Mrs, DILLING in three years, SUTTH made it very clear by ie -.. _ 
coolness that he had no desire to maaan aa Mrs, DILLING in any 


h de tment. me 
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es Ve fon A ITH'S pene G BER OREN, Feceived 

% aoe faatynh call from of civil Rights Federation, a.— 

Me CEE ¥ fc iunist front organization, i Methodist 
minister, raised strenuous objec ons to con x of S.ITH'S 
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radio broedacast stjen or 1942, and said that he was. going to complain = 


fox his Thee thd repprted | thig conversation re = {, SMITH told’ 
DOWAN yA That he gee "ho | ai dpe @ was 


a Jew or 
cokes, | ae Pe 
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August 20, 1942 © 






requested a 
promised to see 





; ; or SMITH'S campaign. 
what he Bouia do about obtaining it. 


Cn August 5, 1942, SMITH obtained a synthetic rubber 
tire from the Ford Motor Company, and as som as he received it he 
pee Of Ford hotor Company, and complained that the 






synthetic eid @ very strong odor. SMITH immediately called Doct 
HALE, of Dow Chemical Company, Midland, Michigan, whom SMITH publicly 
regards as an authority on synthetic rubber, Doctor HALE commented that 
things are not galing in Washington the way they want them to. SMITH was 
vitally interested in finding at whether the President had signed or 
vetoed the rubber bill passed by Comgress. 


On August 6, 1942, SMITH held a political meeting at 
Saginaw, Michigen, and introduced his synthetic rubber tire, announcing 
that such products could be turned mt easily if it were not for restric- 
tions emanating from Washington, .He did not disclose the source from 
which he obtained the tire, 







from another visit to Chicago, on she interviewed Wz a 5 ae 
Again she spoke to Mrs. DILLING over the phone. Mrs, k re ad to 
Mrs. SMITH that the organizatioes are all working along the same line and 
that the Citizens Committee in Chicago is very "happy. 


Special Agents of the Bureau of Internal Revenue, Treasury 
eg are actively investigating SMITH'S alleged fraud in filing his 
ome tax eee end they are interviewing SMITH and his attormey, Ww 


SMITH'S attorney, has made inquiries core 
cerning the results of the Hamilton Fish election in the state of Hew 
York. 


SMITH has raised strenuous objection to the statements by 
WALTER WINCHELL in "Liberty Magazine" last week to the effect that SMITH 
had been indicted. SMITH gave a news release to the United Press that he 
was contemplating ingtituting a $1,000,000 libel suit against "Liberty 
Magazine" and WALTERRVYINCHELL. SMITH discussed this same subject with Mr. 
MARLOVE of the "Chicago Tribune". SMITH advised the pwblishers of "Liberty 
Magazine" of their misstatement, and SMITH received a telegram in reply 4s 
follows: ‘We are sorry for the error in Mr. Winchell's article. An apology 
and retraction is appearing in the first available issue...", The "Chicago 
Tribune"for Sunday, August 9, carried a story publicizing the retraction of 
WINCHELL'S misstatement by "Liberty Magazine", 
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Letter to the Director August 20, 1942 


On August 15, 1942, Mrs. KNOWLES spoke to Mrs, SMITH, ce 
and told her that "someone" called her from Chicago and wanted to leave 

at nom on the train but would not cane to Detroit wmiless "they" could 

see SMITH. Mrs. KNOWLES said that she was supposed to mve wired "her" 

* last night but now will have to telephone and disguise the message so 

. that "she" will know what she means. Mrs. SMITH was emphatic in telling 
Mrs. KNOWIES that the SMITHS will have to be out of town and there would 
be no possible way of "her" seeing them. Mr. SMITH then spoke to Mrs. 
KNOWIES and told her to be sure to tell "her" that the SMITHS are not 
evading "her", but insisted that there should be no telephme calls or 
telegraphic messages under these circumstances. SMITH told Mrs. KNOWLES 
that he could not wamher enough to be careful, because he knows many 
things that she does not. Mrs. KNOWLES replied that the woman in Chicago 
had tried to call SKITH but could not get his unlisted residence telephone 
number, Mrs. KNOWLES later telephoned SMITH to tell him that a person 
from the East was coming out to Detroit. SMITH said that when that persm 
gets on the train there will be six or seven other people get on. SMITH 
emphasized that there is a time and place for everything, and this is not 
the time for such contacts. SMITH ch zed this person from the East 
eas @ New Dealer and a friend ot alls He suggested that she was 
coming to Detroit to visit some New Deal politicians, SMITH said that he 
did not want to be contacted by this woman, and when she came to Detroit 
she should be advised that SMITH'S telephone number was unlisted and could 
not be given out. SMITH stressed that his attitude was not one of indif- 
ference or evasion, it was just that there was a time and place for every- 
thing and that this was no time for him to make such contacts. SMITH 
said that he could go into certein jurisdictions and ruin his friends by 
endorsing them. He stated that "we are dealing with viciqs people and 
there are certain places where the Coomunists have the upper hand". SMITH 
said that he believes his wires are tapped, and that no plans should be 
made over the telephone, SMITH said he was not worried about any govern- 
mental agency because he was willing to have the govemment know everything 
he does, but he was afraid of information getting to the Communists who 

‘ would use it in a most vicious manner against hin. 


SMITH spoke to RE 2: Radio Station WR, 
Detroit, Michigan, and related to him s t made in "Liberty 


Magazine" and the telegram of —_ and he wanted to add to his radio 















script that recent information. suggested that he would like to 
get WALTER WINCHELL in the stete o chigan go that he would be apprehended 
and held under $10,000 bond. gested thatmeny persons were being 
indicted and SUIITH might be next. SLITH agreed that he might be, but he 
stated that such activity was getting to a place where it was becoming 
obvious. then revealed that he was being asked many questions 
concerni activities. SMITH explained that he had just talked to 
Mr. BUGAS of the FBI, and the FBI wrks just like a police department: 

when a complaint is received by the FBI or a police departnent, they send 





-3- JV 


py) 


FE TRE RE TANS EL RI, UE Cm he 
a tet CR eg ek eget nee en ue Ss 7 . 






a ane Ma ROR ANSEL Thad SiS PTA PERS? 
beg Sap bey 






i alee a 
i 


. "meh £2 S 2 ' ‘ Poors. eel 3 2 - . 
A Wan on ey Bai: a, we, , = . % et Spe, i we * 7 es . 7 
al ta Ee tar st Nine etn a a a re 





letter to the Director . August 20, 1942 @ 


out investicators." SMITH then continued that “these Jews" keep calling 
up the FBI all the time and the FRI has to keep investigating these b7< 
_ complaints, then criticized WALTER WINCHELL and said that every- 
' body except are against WINCHELL. It was agreed that SMITH 
- and would confer at some future time conceming ways and means of 
getting WALTER WINCHELL taken off the air, 


SMITH spoke to Internal Revenue sont Detroit, 
Michigan, concerning the investigation of SJITH for income tax evasion, 
and SMITH admitted that he was purposely delaying the progress of the in- br’ 
vestigation because WALTER WINCHELL had told his radio audience that 
SUITH wuld be investigated for income tax evasion. SLUITH said that he 
would not sign any papers until he and his attorney were sure that the 
records were correct. SMITH charged that politics had influenced the 
investigation of the case, and that the political pressure put on the 





Treasury Department to prosecute SKITH would increase in the future, 

told SMITH that he has had pressure pit on him to get out a 

sunmols. SMITH then stated that he received an anonymous letter fromm | 

officer in the Internal Revenue Department asking if SLIITH could do any- 

thing to increase the pay of Internal Revanue Officers if he were elected, © 
SMITH complained to Special Agent 


ace 
Detroit Field Office that he believed his telephone es had been tapped. 


He said he had learred from his experiences with HUZY LONG how to ascertain 
when a telephone line was tapped, and he stated he hears people clicking in 
and out while he is talking on the telephone. SMITH said it was his under 
standing that no me was allowed to listen in m telephone conversations 
‘ except the Federal Bureau of Investigatio. SMITH explained that there are 
’ about 75 organizations that were attempting to cause his political defeat, 















ie \ and that in doing so they hired private investigators to tap his lines. 
Pf SMITH added that_he fad just reported his suspicions to the telephone Y, 
rs \ , company. igen Dv was Acting Special Agent in Charge, advised SMITH 
y vs (ts that the Federal au of Investigation had no jurisdictio to take any 
(0° 4 (action in such a case and SMITH had taken the proper action in notifying 

Ata As the telephone company. 7 

we \ 

y”” collaborating om his politi 

political figure in Michigan. 
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also expfained that SMITH is 
campaign with F iCKAY, prominent 
£ 1D 


will be unavailable for a period 
of about one week. When he resumes contacting this office, weekly reports 
of the informtim submitted by him will be tranamitted promptly to you. 


Very truly yours, 


d IA JOHN S. BUGAS 
Special Agent in Charge 
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Detroit, Michigsén 
July 10, 1942 
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My very dear friend: 


DATE 149 re * BY L-Grzf 
This morning 4 b was left on my @esk’and in the middle of 


the booklet I read these words - "A oe cell, not a Sen&ste seat, 
is the place for Gerald L. K; Smith. 





Two days before Earl Browder, the No. 1 Communist, was set free, 
eo & rally was held in Detroit under the auspices of the "Free Browder 

fe Committee." Eerl Browder's brother was a speaker. He said - "We hope 
oo soon to release Earl Browder from the prison cell he occupies in 

Te . Atlanta Penitentiary and we hope to see the day that the cell from which 
ws:  ., Browder is released will be occupied by Gerald L. K. Smith." 


a ae 


se IT wish I could command the words that would help me to describe to 
oS you the viciousness of my enemies. If only the Communist party was under 
we taking to destroy me, it might not be so serious - but the weapons which 
_ they sharpen have been put into the hands of the New Dealers, and even 
se certain so-called Republicans have soiled théir hands by taking up end 
using these weapons against me. 


In spite of everything, my following increases. My nomination 
petitions roll in with thousands of names signed and notarized, as re- 
quired by law, in order to get my name of the ballot. Silent people,, 
who seldom express themselves, have pledged quietly to their neighbors 
and to their loved ones that they want a man like Gerald L. K. Smith in 
the Senate. My mail indicates that all over the United States there is 
aS a hunger to heer a voice on the floor of the United States senate that 
ai hes the courage to cry out in defense of true Americanisn. 





In recent weeks every known crime has been attempted against 
ae courageous Senators and Congressmen, including blackmail, physical 
threats and a tortuous infringement upon their liberties. An enemy of 
mine in Flint, Michigan recently boasted that fifty people were watching 
pee every move I make, What crime have my enemies committed? Why do these 
a serpents fear me so much? Why do these reptiles hiss at the very men- 

: tion of my name? 


The Bible says - "They fear the light because their deeds are evil." 
- + I warn you, my beloved friend, that unless men who stand for the things 

os I stand for begin to take responsibility in the affairs of our govern- 
ae ment -~- America is doomed. We will never be able to defeat our enemies 
eae abroad until we can revitalize our own Americe from within with that 
spiritual vitality best known as Christian Ame Jingle For this there 









g is a great hunger in the peerts.of.-the -pecpleny smerely WetexeOr 
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I have done my best, th th \kriows, shere of that leader- 
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ship. I am now faced withthe fight Every day I embrace 
my tasks with the exclamation in my ie ‘the people will 
stand with me until the victor Sid pa 


ais pea ‘ 
Beno Sane 
we TEs 


a 


ie a 
a areas Seay yt 
ee at Pe YT 


Jing in enough money to pay the 
bills, while at the same time, g yfargin with which to expand 
our activities. Well, we have k going.” That's a miracle. We have 
gotten our petitions out. That's her mireclg. We have stayed on 

\ 


I was in hopes my last let N}ne 


the radio, thank God. That's another mirac 
ew ow niin F 10A9 os A 
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Today I had the unpleasant experience of being threatened with a 
suit unless two certain bills against our organization were paid. If 
I pay these bills, I must go off the radio - unless my good friends 
come to the rescue. Yes, I know I have written you on numerous 
occasions and I know this letter is coming to you too soon since the 
last one - but what am I to ado? How am I to carry on? I wish I could 
keep this burden a secret-from you. Better still - I wish TI didn't 
have these burdens to bear; and yet, where else can I turn except to 
those to whom I have turned at other times for help? 


We're coming into the middle of the summer. TI believe that if 
we can get over the next few weeks that it may be a little easier for 
us to carry the load. But, of course, nothing is es important as 
that which we are attempting to do - to save America ~- is ever easy. 





I am strong. I weigh over 200 pounds. I am in the prime of life. 
Wee. My age is 44. But this morning when I awoke and felt the pressure of 
~ this awful load, I wept. And I wondered why God had permitted me to 
lead out into the roads that are so rough and so dangerous. Then I 
got out of my bed and got down and prayed. I asked God to tell me 
the right thing to do. 


I believe that this letter is an answer to that prayer. If you 
doubt one single word or phrase in this letter, tear it up and forget 
it. But if you believe that this letter expresses the passion of my 
soul, the anguish of my heart - then I beg of you to read it again. 


Pe ye ee 


i I don't know how much money you can send us. You might be able 
ee to give $100 or $50 or $20 or even $10 or $5 or $1. Whatever it is, 
Pree it might be just your gift that would tip the scales. 


Pride and vanity told me not to write this letter - but prayer, 
faith and humility told me that I could do nothing else, Will you 
please help me? 
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All I can offer you in return is fearless truth, yore without 
compromise, Could I offer more? 


Faithfully yours, 


Cl yall 


GERALD L, K, SMITH 





GLKs JJ 


P. S. If you send in a contribution, please use the enclosed self- 
addressed envelope. 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
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United States Department of Justice 
Detroit - Michigan 


August 20, 1942 : ¢ 


— ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
-- HERES IS SEGLASSIED 
pea cake of Investigation DATE__2/224e2. BYeeeew4 ase 


Washington, D. C. 


lores 


ry 


Re: GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH 
Cif INTERNAL SECURITY = SEDITION 
(62-43818) 


4 
J Dear Sir: . ° 


Reference is made to your letter dated August 
13, 1942, in which it was stated that the last wekly 
letter emanating from the Detrait Field Office transmitting 


infomation ota nec * 7 CE. 
dated July 18, 1942. 

Please be advised that since July 18, 1942, a 
similar letter dated August 4, 1942, was sent to you. It 


is adnitted, however, that such letters have not been sent 
out at regular weekly intervals, 


Please be assured that in future information 
obtained from will be transmitted } oy 
at regular weekly. $ as soon as contact with thia 


informant is resumed. \ 





Very a ie ’ 


JOHN eg a 
— ne Special Agent in Charge CS Se 
| wr. 
° Ag N | 
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ary ‘Wiiiian Revert Lyman, 37; 
ao ceae in Detroit. iyman is a bitter foe of the Jewlsh race ani a 


Olifio. peddler ef antisJewish: ‘Biterature. Well educated, a. lawyer 


Pm 
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:“atgontrol of finance, ‘movies, ‘soney lending, etc. Be exhibits scars or 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 5. i ' “ se { Mr. E. A. Tamm__ 
DIRECTOR ae. ‘ye. ; f ; ; 
A oes ast oe ee es feet ae vied! ~, Seikilbapiade ae r. Clegg 
Zederal Bureau of Investigation hag 
Untted States Department of Justice r. Nichols 
- Mr. Rosen 
: Washington, B. . Mr. Tracy 
£GF:MLC August 19, 1942 Mr. Carson 


Call: 3:05 p.m. 


Te ‘ - = *s. = _ mom ry. Mr. Coffey 
Dictated: 2:30 p.m., 8-20-42 
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4 ide Mr. Kramer 
‘ MEMORANDUM FOR Mr. McGuire. 
a Mr. Harbo 
Rez: Gerald L. K. Smiths . Mr. Quion Tamm__ 
Sedition Tele. Room__ 
Pap Nease 

jas Beabm 

>t Afies Gandy 
Sa WEE the Detroit Office reported that a’ 7 | ies re a 

technical su e, which is designated by the symboll 







and has been operation to cover Smith's telephon 

oved Monday, August 17, 1942 and will be inactive for approx- 

imately one week. This action was taken in view of the fact that 
subject Smith contacted the Detroit Office and redered a complaint, 

indicating he believed his telephone line had been tapped. Agent 

advised that this complaint arose due to the fact that a long 
ce operator failed to disconnect Gnaith's phone after the 

\\ completion of a call, for which reason he was not able to use the 

phone for an extended period. Fearing that a further check 

might be made by regular telephone repairmen, Agen con= 
sidered it advisable to remove the Bureau's coverag it is 

‘ certain that there is no possibility of their tie-in being 

’ detected. 









On this occasion, Agent iB also advised that the 
Detroit Office will. be compelled to move its central technical 
surveillance plant some time during the next week as they are 
required to vacate thelr quarters in the Guardian Trust Building 
which is being taken over by the Army. promised to keep the 


Bureau pepe advised as to the time suc erations take place. 







Respectfally, 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Fxamination of files seized from WILLIAM DUDLEP<PELLEY'S 
residence, Indianapolis, Indiana, and from the ’Fellowship 
Press, Noblesville, Indiana, h/ lf 2; discloses no corre~ 
spondence between PELLEY and SMITH. PELLEY'S autobiography 
"The Door to Revelation" indicates SMITH was a member of 
the Silver Shirt Legion of America, Inc., for a short time 
in 1933. No documentery evidence of Silver Shirt. member- 
ship aveilable. 


-FUC- 
REFERENCE: Report of Special Agent aaa: Detroit, Michi- 
gen, dated August LL, 1942. bre 
DETAILS: At Indianapolis, Indiana: | 





It will be remembered that special agents of the Indianapolis 
Field Division seized considerable correspondence end 
other documents on search warrant a Se 4, 1942 at the 
home of WILLIAM DUDLEY PELLEY in Indianapolis, Indiana 
‘ at the Fellowship Press, Inc., Noblesville, Indiana. tote 
: Cpe. Seizure has been reported on more fully in the case en- 
COPS ~~ titled "THESSILVEK SHIRT LEGION OF AME.ICA, INC.; WILLIAM 
G. y- _., DODLEY PELLEY, was ET AL, INTERNAL SECURITY ~ G - SEDITION." 
An examination of the seized material mentioned above 
NE fails to disclose any correspondence between SMITH and 
“2! PRELDEY 54 However. most of the corresvondence seized was 


PS i jaya Ss 


POLL PI BGHWOVED, BOSt Or tne VULLSOVOMUCHLS SCLECU Had 
subsecuent to 1937. It will be remembered that PELLEY'S 

Ubatintdne establishment was located in Asheville, North & 
Carolina from about 1932 to 1940, and that on one or two ‘_ 
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” SHTTH and PELLEY prior to 1938, the Charlotte Field 
- possibly have some knowledge of it. 


occasions mterial at his plant was seized, perhaps by the sheriff or 
other official at Asheville. If there had been correspondence between 
PFLLEY and SMITH prior to 1938, it may have been seized by some local 
official at Asheville. If there was any such bd laa between 
ivision might 


In 1929 PELLEY copyrighted his autobiography under the title 
"The Door to Revelation", in which he mentions that he had quite a 
following beginning in 1928 or 1929 and mentions the connection between 
HITLER'S assuming the chancellorship of Germeny, Januery 31, 1933, 
end Pelley's commencement of the organization of the Silver Shirt 
Legion. A few pages after mentioning this fact, he writes concerning 
GERALD L. K. SMITH. Beginning in Chapter 18, page 413, he states: 


¥....The Silver Legion wes forging shead. One August 
day, while visiting my friend LOUL# McFADDEN in Wash- 
ington, MARION‘WENDERSON sent me a telegram. A party 
of men were driving up to Asheville from Louisiana 
and urgently wished to see me. Notably among them was 
the Rev. GERALD K. SMITH, later to achieve notorlety 
as orator et the funeral of the murdered HUFY LONG... 


The Reverend GERALD SMITH was a big-bodied, dynamic 
young man, with a wife as deinty as his voice nes bom- 
bastic. He was pestor of e church in Shreveport, I 
learned, but had reed my writings and wes moved to be- 
a Silvershirt. He wes the sort of pastor who walks 
bareheeded in rain and breethes deeply and with gusto. 
During a two-day visit at Headcuarters, during which 
time he, and his wife, and his brother-in-lay all 
became Silvershirts, he perpetuelly mirsed a walking~ 
stick. 

men 

This hatless young/- with the pretty wife and the 
walking-stick ~ had been accompanied to Asheville by 
one "Major" LUTHER-POVELL, a gaunt and bald~-headed 
man in tortoise-shell spectacles, whom I later learned 

_ fo have been engeged in Ku Klux Klan work in the far 
Northwest. What did these want? The Reverend GERALD 
proposed to give up his Shreveport church and with 
POFELL'S assistance organize the Mississippi Valley 
for the Silvershirts. 


It was their proposition. I sat and listened. 
My days were filled with negotiations in this 
aoe 
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sort of thing. The Legion was growing so fast that 

I was increasingly desperate....desperate for capable 
and honest leaders to take charge and effect the dis- 
cipline without which success would be abortive. 


"Pey me a salary sufficient to keep my wife while 
I'm away,™® Heclaimed the Reverend GERALD, "and I'l) 
resign from my church and start up the Mississippi 
Valley, publicizing Silvershirts to crowds on street 
corners. My idea is to recruit e cavaleade in Louisi- 
ana, to march through the country dressed in Silver 
Legion uniform, to sleep in the open and get this to 
the masses." 


"Fair enough if you've got the nerve," I told 
him. He failed to impress me as a person of much 
bellast. Still, persons of his temperament have their 
places in this work. He could do little damage and 
not @ little good. This I entered into contractual 
relations with the Reverend GERALD. He and POWELL 
were to orgenize Louisiana, Arkansas, Mississippi, 
Missouri, and Iowa, for the Silver Legion. 


Headcuarters was strangely silent when the Rever- 
end SMITH ‘departed. 


Presently came a night telegram, which MARION 
brought to my desk with a smile. She remarked, "Our 
minister Boy Friend is waxing dramatic." This "night 
wire read~= 


WE ARE STARTING. IF WE FAIL, PITY US. IF 
WE SUCCEED, REWARD US. IF WE FAIL, SLAY US. 
, SMITH. 


"Messy job, slaying him,” I remarked to MARION. 
"Let's hope he succeeds." But from the moment of 
receiving thet wire, I kner he would not succeed. I 
took my carbon of his contract from my desk. I said 
to Miss HENDERSON, "Put it awsy in our file of curios, 
We won't be needing it." 


Sure enough, we didn't. 
When I visted Shreveport a month or so later, I 
found from the boys there exactly what had happened. 


-2- 


The Reverend GERALD had intrigued a score of 
them to go with him on his journey. Getting up into 
Arkansas, he held a couple of meetings on street 
corners. Angry Jews began to buzz around him like 
hornets. Suddenly the Reverend GERALD appeared to 
decide it was nicer to inveigh against the country's 

~ @espoilers from the safe altar rails of a Christian 
church. 





He caught the first bus that came along, and 
left his earnest young crowd of Silvershirts to get 
back to Shreveport in any ways they could. 


The next I heard of him, he was waving his arms 
all over Louisiana for Senator LONG and his ere she- 
| — * a Kealth Clubs. 


I did not sley hin. " 


With reference to evidence of membership in the Silver Shirt 
Legion, it should be steted that during the investigation of the Silver 
Shirt orgarfzation at Asheville, North Carolina, in 1939, and the 
recent investigation at Noblesville and Indianapolis, Indiana, no 
documentary evidence of membership in the Silver Shirt Legion has been 
found. In fect, Mr. PELLFY had steted in 1939 that no such evidence 
wes maintzined, 
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ae From; J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


ae Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 





[XL Deleted under exemption(s) b / b Zc y! 20 with no segregable 


material available for release to you. 





Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


fea Document{s) originating with the following government agency(ies) __-—F 
a, was/ were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


~—__— Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); —_-. = 
sass the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


—__.... Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


(| For your information: 
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Spear Bir: 
| There are being transmitted need) tt photostatic 
.. eopies ro) a of: S10) ab to) Bureau << deans . en ae 








at Detroit —— -—Whenagan eau ae roLiows ws: 
duly 26, 1922. . 





hese reports have been and are being obtained from a 





ae ‘strictly ‘confidential source and any inquiry made on the basis 
of the information contained therein should be made in an 
extremely discreet manner so that it will not in any way reveal 
“the source of the information or the possible identity of the 





“informant.-The substance of thie_material should _not—be_dis—— 











‘closed to any andtysdual or eee outside of the Bureau. 


You ‘ate iheteuctea ‘to give the contents of these 
cgoi'cu conuiaration and to conduct the appropriate investiga- 





‘tion in those instances where you feel the reported material” 
‘vor the reported material along with information already avaii- 
“able to your. office warrants the same. 





ee Very truly yours, 
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A L E D 13 | John Edgar Hoover 
res | | cee, 


Director 
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DATE WHEN MADE 


WHICH MADE 
8/29/42 8/12/42 
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Information Concerning 











has known subject sinoe January, 1954, 
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yoarse states subject definitely pro~German, also by? 
anti-Se » and has made statement “We need the same program 

here as HITLER has given Germany" e The subject also declared 

to be anti-Semitie.  - gam states, however, subject believed 

to be opportunist and WOuld do almost anything if he eould make 
moneye , 5, 
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Atlanta, Georgia 62-662 


much attention to the subject when he was first introduced around among the 
administration leaders and workers of the late HUEY Pe LONG, but in 1955 

end the early part of the year LONG took the subject to Washington, De Ce, 

and the subject was in Washington f for about two months; thet he, LONG, sent 
the subject back to Louisiane to make a_state wide speaking on the "Share 
the Wealth tha : eda a 
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| eee Br bapteaber, 1935 to Jeger 1986. in all of the aeeakine aia pensnts, pv 
acy that the e euhaest made around the state, there was nothing subversive connected 
with his talks or his beliefs » 80 = as he, could determines 














—ole tated that from July, 1938 to October, 1936 they were on a speaking bic 
—— a, that the subject had professed to go on a nation wide fours | but b10 







while in New York City he 
that he failed to do so. bre 
oe actually wanted to meet but that he was simply afraid to get mixed up 
in the Bund at that time, inasmuch as it was not then very stronge However 


subject did not make the arrangements to mee but that he, 
subject, 


had been unable to learn who actually made thé arrangements, and 
ete, Ae upon learning of the same, refused to keep the engagement, and so far as he bhIc 
ence imows, subject never did meet or any other Bund leaders while they were “ 
| in New York. However, the subject did meet en Assistant German pw 
stationed in New York City, Re eh ae 

but nothing ocourres t ad ix 
on, and to the best of his recollection, this Assistant German 
Consul stated that he was ostracized in Germany. 
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talk 6, Or at least the main trend Y 
hat the subject attempted to get 


eS ee, 
ae that all of the su ubjeot! r 
alks, was ageinst Ccmmal ee and t 
trial gpoups to sponser and pay for his radio 


various industrialists and indus 
time, as well as himselfe 


€ Subjeot, around 1955, according Be ay is supposed *o have gone to North 
De TRESS Carolina and met PELLEY, leader of er Shirt, end PELLEY apparently 
sold the subject on that idea, because prior to the time that the subject 
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Atlanta, Georgia 68562 


became assooiated with the program of the late HUEY P. LONG, he made 

various speeches that were very bitter and anti~Semitic, and he believes 
that is the real reason that the subject lost hie position as Pastor at 
Shrevesport after he had made one of the speeches, and the congregation 

had learned of ite He stated that while he was with the subjeot in New York, 
PELLEY had attempted to call him several times, but that Bie subjeot re= 
fused to talk to PELLEY or meet hime 


The only statements that I cowie reoall which subjeot had made were 
that “We need the same program here as HITLER had given Germany” and also 
that "This oountfy needs a strong man", and although he did not oall 
HITLER'S name, it is believed that he meant HITLER. 





ae: questioned concerning organizationa and assooiations that the 
Bu 


was a member of, and he stated that the subject always made it a ee 
partioular point never to join any mind of an organization whatsoever. He 47 
stated that he believes the subject is definitely pro=German, but that he 
is an opportunist and would do anything so far as making money, and that 4 
if he had an opportunity to make a great deal of money and that it was a b 
program against Germany that he would take that way of doing it. 


advised the writer that who resides renee 
was associated with the subject in 1940 andalso acoompanied 


e subject on a tour in 1941 and would probably have some valuable information 





to give oonoerning the subject's activities this past year. He stated that 
wae: a loyal American and oan be trusted, and would give any information 
0) 





r 
de A lead is, therefore, being set out to intorvicn i> 


REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THe OFFICE OF ORIGIN 


Atlanta, Georgia 62-562 


UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


§ FIELD DIVISION, at New Orleans, Louisiana, will contact 
and interview him relative to his 


associations eo © past few years and with regard to b Ju 
ay activities which evidence Nazi or pro-Nazi tendencies or sympathye 
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JK: BK A 
62-43818 ~126 ‘September 14, 1942 


oe wee 3 


Special Agent in Charge 
Detroit, Michigan 


Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH 
Sedition 


Dear Sirs 


Confirming advice telephonically furnished you 
September 12, 1942 by Mr. J. Ke Munford of the Bureau, there 
are attached hereto copies of a memorandum dated September 2, 
1942 from Commissioner Earl G. Harrison of the Imipration 
and Naturalization Service relative to= ~~ ™ 
informant. There are also enclosed copies GP the ene osure 
received with Mr. liarrison's mexorandum and copies of my 
reply to hin. 


bye $10 


The Bureau should be kept advised of developments 
in this natter and eventually of your opinion concerning re=- 
consideration of the informant by the Immigration and 
Naturelisation Service. 


Very truly yours, 


John Edgar Hoovor 
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This case originated at 
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Period For 
Which Made 

7/27, 3038/ 
4,15,18,19 


Report Made By 


Character of Case 


Date When Made 
8/28/42 










Report Made At 
New Orleans, La. 






Title CHANGED — 
GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, aka Gerald L.K. Qnith, 
alias Gerald L. K.‘Schmidt; 
THE COLLIETTEE OF ONE MILLION 






INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION 











Synopsis of Facts: = Informants advised SKITH was Chaplain for Louisiana 


Federatign of Labor in 1933, whér~he joined HueyfLong's 
Share Our\Wealth Movement as paid orfanizer for Salary 
of $650.00 per week, but cut off by Lone 1935 after 
Long received. complaints of immoral conduct on part of 
SMITH. In 1935 SKITH withdrew 4500,000 libel suit 
against Washington Herald, after Hearst lawyers report- 
ed to hawe discovered that SMITH's real name is SCHMIDT, 
and that he pad hast! departed home town in Wisconsin 


























aS <_— Tr ormant states Sith was once 
Sere eeee Shirts, was radical and 
erratic and had intense hatred for President ROOSEVELT 
and Jews. San Antonio office obtained letter dated 


7/8/33 signed G SCHMIDT in which subject 
requested of San Antonio to furnish in-~ 
formation Concerning conditions in Germany, and request~ 


ed a code for getting in touch with "His Honor ADOLPH 
HITLER, or one of his representatives in Americat, In- 
formation regarding letters and pamphlets which SMITH 
left behind in Jung Hotel in 1936 set out, 
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REFERENCE: Burcau File Nc. 62-43818. a bw 


are Detroit, Michi- 
2 anc y 22, L942. 


Letter from San wntcnio dated July 28, 192. 


Reports cf Special agent 
; gan, catec April 27, 19) 





DETAILS: al NEW ORLEANS, Li. 


The title cf this erse is being changed in order to ineluce 
the name GERALD L. Kk. SCHEIDT, which invostizaticn has disclosed is probably 
subject's truc anc ccrrect name. 


3 
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Agent advised that on May 18, 1912, 
New Orleans Item NoWspaper, made available the follo 


the subjects 







mY 





b? 


In an article ecpyrichtu’ in 1935 by the North Amorican 
Newspaper wlliance, Inc., it was cisclosec thet the subject's father, Z. S. 


foie formerly had a mecicine route at Viroqua, Wisecnsin, at which place 


subject attended high schccl where ac was mace Prosicent cf the Sophomore Class 
ana 2 member cf the Debate team. It was further revealed in this article that 
the subject while attending hich schcol wes a member cf the track team and wen 
the cratorical prizs in the intor-schccl Oratorical Schcol, his cration having 
been entitled "The Cross cf Gcelc, by Byren". This article revealed that a 
notaticn in the schcecel Yoar Book indicate? subject PCSS esses a _super= 


shunmndnannan Ff svin wert orolt THe ernie Sean eatA ast 


aA0uUNncaNecS Ci Wana anc ett e Lt ous AULT ther notid that it has deon Saic at 
Viroqua, wisconsin, that the subject's mother had stated, "GER.LD was born tc 
be a preacher", This articls cisclcsed that the subject attended Butler Univer- 
sity anc thon Valparaisc University in Indiane, havin been graduated as a Minis= 
ter in 1919, It also revealec that he has been pastor at the Scldicrs' Grove 
Church, Viroqua, Wisccensin, Church cf Christ, Footvillc, wisconsin, King's 
Hilary Church, Shreveport, Louisiana. This article disclosed thit subject be= 
came active in civic affairs at Shrevepert, Louisiana, anc that he had broad- 
cast cn numercus occasicns over the "Helle world" Staticn KKH, ovmed and opcr- 
ated by W. Ke HENDERSON. It further disclescd thit SHITH was nemec representa- 
tive cf the U. 5. Government at the Clympic Games in Californis in 1932; hove 
ever, thet he had overestayed his leave there and that the Church “lders at 

the King's Highway Church, Shrevepcrt, cecided in June 1933 that because cf 
SHITH!s numercus absences he shculd resim as pastcr. According to this arti- 
cle, SMITH refused, splitting with th: Orecnizaticns hcwover, in February, 193). 
this article indicated the cfficiel body cf the church requostec his rusipna- 
ticn. This article indicates that it was follcwinz his resignation 2t the above 
church thit SHOTH cane cut openly fcr Senator LONG 


furnished a numercus news- & 4 
paper clippings cf 1rticles carricd in the Now cans dtcm, and a revicw cf b>? 
these failed to diselcse anythiny that might be ef value te this investiseticn. 
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This mencrandun by .gont Rg also advisod that rs 

eas at the Times-Picayune Peper, made available an p 70 
articlo reecived from the "larch of Time", 460 Ww. Suth St., New York City, 


entitled "REV, GERALD L. K. SIXTH Scon 2s Nic, 1 U. S. Rabble Reuser", This 

article revealed that GER.LD LYIi,N KENNETH SHITH was born at Pardeceville, 

Wiscensin en Febryary 27, 1898, and that his father was a Republican anc 

filsc was an clder and latcr preacher in the Christian Church at Viroqua, 

Wisconsin, Further, that his father presently resides at Mershall, Texas, 

where hc is pastor cf the First Christian Church. This article disclosed 

that at Viroqua, Wisccnsin SMITH is remembered as a stucicus youth and 

track star, ana a ster dobator cn the high schecl tean. Further, that he 

ie was graduated from high schccl at Vircqua, Wisccnsin, in 1915. Tho article 

Me Caer ie also inciceted that he studiscd at Butler Theological Scninary at Indianapclis, 

a ; indiana, and later rcccivec an 1B Degree at Valparaiso University in Indiana, 
The article revealec that his first pasteratc was at Footville, Wisecnsin, 

ee and that he later was pastcr at the 7th Street Christian Church, Indianapolis, 

3, 4 University Placc Church, Butlcr University, Re ria and King's Highway 
Christian Church, Shreveport, Leuisiana. Jt alse cisclosed that SIITH was 

- merricd at 2 years cf ase tc iiss ELEANO#.SORENSON and that they have cne 
) : scn, namely, GERALD. SMITH is dcseribed in this article as "6 feet tall, 





200 pounds, jovial, fricndly, decs net drink'cr smoke. He flatly denies con- 
necticn with the clen in Indiana cf the Silver Shirts", 







acrandun alse stated that Hittite 
Oe a at ll , Now Orluans, La., mace ByeLIAClS 3 ace: 
ebruary 2b, 1937 conccrnins REV. GERALD L. K. SMITH, wnichreveale 


18 present address as Now York City and his former accresses as Bienville 


Ustel Nov Orleoanecs Ratecn Reurc. Lovisianc: washincton. B. S.: and Shreverort 
iv wae ® roe ee Tet ee ee eh bad | bes WF CS MAL SO Woe anon “3 “w bc eedd dad de saat iJ Wwe B Bese bd oe wee we “ys 


Tia ; Levisiana, This report disclosee that SHITH is an ordained protestant minis- 
7 tor; that he was affiliatcd with SENATOR HUSY PY:LONG in his "Share Our wealth 
ae Club", fcr which SiITH actce as Naticnal Supervgsor, Tho repert further 

Laz incicatec that SHITH is not e property holder and that his scurce cf income 

- is not cxactly know. “It further rcvcaled that Shreveport, Louisiana, was, at 
the cate of the report, consicercd his heme. 
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Qn July 27, 192, ndvise@ that he had nem by 


GERuLD L. kK. SHITH cnly casually while SiJITH was in Lcuisiana. He stated that : 
SKITH was Pastcr cf tho Christian Church at Shrevepcrt, Louisiana, anc later 
beeamce affiliated with Hucy P. Lenz's Share Our wealth Sccicty as an organizer. 
Informant stated that he did nct know much abcut SUITH's activities and had no 
dealingswith him cither business cr social, but that SINTH impressed him as 

an insincere person, whe liked tc ride the band wagon, 


















visit un 
in which 


that at Ge te understan, the motive Lor 
til he KeGei ved: a Lotter cated July 14, from GERALD L. K. SiIT 
SHITH stated, "I am anxious for vou to knew my acod friend 
of Batcn Rouge. I think that he is a valuable fricnd tc heve, 








age I saw him ane asked hin to hunt up that I might want to RP cocoa 
to help me with my campaign for the U, &. oenatc, which looks oxceedingly 


good right now, Ho was unable te locate sc I tcld him undoubtedly you 
could give hin telephone nunber uct hin to Rs place cf work," 






Informant advised that he was very much surprised to re= 


ceive this letter from SHITH and belicved that the —_ an inns oh 
ter was as introduce ba nine Ee 













On July 28, 192, a: «i s<: that he first mot y 4p 
GERALD L. K. SLITH in 1933 at the Rocscve otel, Nay Qrlcens. He statec 


that at that time HUEY LOG was in New Orlcans, preparing for a Senate hear- 
ing ecnecerning the proposed appcintment cf D, D. MOORE as Collector of Inter= 
nal Revenue for Louisiana, He stitec that LONG oppesed HOORE's appcintment 
becausc MOORE had ecme tc Louisicna as a strike breaker and later became 
editor of the Timcs Picayune Newspaper in Now Orlcons. He explained that on 
the evening before LONG was tc leave for Washington, SKITH came to LONGts 

room in the Hoosevelt Hotel, and intrcduced himsclf as the Paster of the 
Christian Church in Shroveport, Louisian., and as Chaplain fcr the Louisiana 
Fodcraticn of Labor, affiliated with the smerican Fedcraticn cf Labor. SMITH 
told LONG that he was opposed to MOORE's appcintment and after scme discussicn 
LONG invited SIJITH tc accompany hin to Washington. SLIITH steatcé that he had 
nc clething with him to trike along, but after he ciscovercc that he could 
weer HUEY's clothes, he aecompanicd LONG te jishingtcn for the hearing. Jt 
the conclusicn of the hearing, SLITH romaince in Washingtcn for tic months 
spending most cf his tu:.2 in th: Senate eallory watching and studying HUEY 
LONG until he wis able te mimic LONG almcst to perfeeticn, Infcrmant edvised 
thet SUITH then returned to Louisians, taking mest of LONWGts clcthing with hin, 


Informint strted thet scon after SIIITH roturned to Louisiane, 
Pe netificd LONG that SHITH had lost his positicn as Pastor of the 
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. that onc time when SHITH was in wWashincton, LONG cntecred the ste 
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Shreveport Church ané claimed thet it was because cf his association with 

LONG, toward whon tho wealthy members ef SIIITH's congregation hed an antipathy. 

He adviscd that HUEY oie A ost if that wos the reason SUITH lost his 

Church, that he should sive a job as an oreenizor for the Share Our Werlth 
Movement. He stated that SISITH was then hired at a salary cf .650.00 a week, 

anc mide a tour threugh Goorria, South Carcling, anc cther Scuth-castorn 

states, crganizing Share Our Wenlth Clubs as he wont. Informant produccc _ bn 
Western Unicn meney orcer payments, erch in the ancunt of 3650.00, dated March 

28, 1935, .pril 9, «pril 18, .ipril 29, liny 7, May 22, anc Loy 28, He oxplaincd 
thet SKITH was supposed te pay his own expenses out ci this salary, but that 


over see he wont, he left behind a fleck cf unpaid bills, and at one tine 
icft stranded with the scune truck, in Montgoriary, alabama. 
Informant further acvisod that SIIITH socn commenecd leaving 
his organization tour and cominz to Washington, in order to cbserve what was 
poing cn. Ho statec thet cne day in 193), SHITH emerged from HUEY's rcom in 


the Mayflowur Hotel, and a newspapcr vhotcrrapher snappec a picture of hin 
as ho came out. This picturc was thon publishe: in the Washingtcn Herald 


newspaper under the ticn "One of Hucy!s Bedyrunrcs Whe Gocs By the Name of 
GER.LD", stated tht SVITH immediately filed suit against the 
T° m 


washington Hurald and either ELa.NOR PiTTunSON! cr .ILLLu: R. NDOLPH Hz, 
~900,000, claiming that the article libelcd enc slendercd hin, 












ncegrapne 

office and heard SMITH making a spectch to LONGts forty-cight girl stcncgraphers, 

during the ccurse cf which SIIITH was pacing back anc fcrth, waving his arms 

and lcudly extolling the virtucs of Nudity. SIUTH vas saying thet the only way 

to be cconfertable was tc take off 211 your clcthes as sccn as yeu fot home, 
acvisec thst LONG stopped SMITH, eclling him intc his private cffice, 

and iecturee him scvercly as a result cf this inciccnt. He statec that SHITH 

was completely subservient and wulc de cverything that LONG told him tc do, 

as long as HUEY was porscnally present, to wetch him, but thet when out cf 

BUEY's presence he zct cut-of bounds and cid anc said many thing which LONG 

eculd net and would not stand for. 


ae: ::-: that in the spring cf 1935 LONG hac an on 
engonoent to adarcss the Lichiean State Lerislature, but was unnble to go anc 


sent SHITH in his placc. He stnrtce that late that night LONG reecived a telc- bn 
phene mossagc from the Manager cf the Book-Cadillac Hotel, Detroit, who in- 
formee LONG that SLUTH hac just beon put-out cf the hotel eftcr ervating a 
Cisturbanee in his rcom, ane the h : tives who investigatcc foune that 
SMITH was 
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thet after thsse occurrences LONG decided to 

get rid cf SIIITH, but was eirei’ tu discharce hin cutright, because he con= 

sidcrcd that SHITH was tcc dansercus,and would scil cut to the oppositicn. He 

statcd that LONG decidec te give SMITH the “slow czath" treetment, and began bh? 

to reduce his salary pracually until the sumwr cf 1935, when hews cut cff 

statec that cither Gov. O. KR. aLLEN cr be 
é 






= salary, anc he romaince cn the crranizaticn 


ccemplctcly; hcwevcr, 
Wao to pay orld 
ras 1 up te the time cf Long's death, | 
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ae that late in the arial cf 1935 SMITH went to -_ 
1s lawyers abcut his ashi | 


seal with WILLLWM RANDOLPH) HE RST ce the effect that if SHITH would drop 
his asic eaesh REARST weulc commence giving LONG favcrable , }2 













, tas j at the reascn that SHITH w2 
carst's lawyers called SMITH to Washingten and tcl¢c him 
that Hearst had spent ecnsidereble monuy in checking up on him and invited 
him to lock at the filc before deciding whether he wanted te ecntinuc the 
suit or not. Informant stated that he was told that Hearst's investigeaticn 
hac cisclosed that SHITH was bene in Wisecnsin and that his real namc was 
ile SIITHts 7 ‘ otal ave ale people a 
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ound out about that, he aripoe town anc a Gepeares fg several years, 
thon he showed up egain as GERALD L. K. SHITH as a eistiehe 


Infermant advised that the investisaticn which Hearst hac 
sponsored ciscloscd that after cracuating from college, SMITH moved to 
Indianapolis, Indiana, and wes ordained as a Minister cf the Christian 
Conpreraticn, which denomination has its headquarters in Incianapclis. SMITH 
then ecnecived the idca that the Christian Church shculd ercet a tremendous 
ee in alpen and he commonced a parent fund he that he would 













i me aa 7 en Cc Bearc c ewarcs 
wen s home tc sec him re c tc this mattor, they cisecvered that 
the house was empty and that SMITH anc family had hastily departed for parts 
unknewn., Infcrmant adviscd that SMITH next shcwoe up several years lator 
as Pastcr cf the Christian Church at Shreveport, Leuisiana. He statce that a 
short while later cfficials cf the Church in Shreveport learnec cf SMITH!s 
activitics while Pastcr cf the Church in Indianapolis anc ecnfroented him with 
the matter, but finally decide? tc let him stay in orcor te avoid publicity, 
and after SMITH faithfully promisce that it would never happen again. Infor- 
pee stated that he discovervde that the r val reason SMITH latcr lost his con- 
gaticn in Shreveport, was net because cf his ecnnecticn with HUEY LOIIG, 
but ‘was because cf SUITHts peer erceit rating ane sharp practices in Shreveport. 
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He stated that on cne oecasicn SMITH econtacted several 
Jewelry stores in Shreveport, and askec them to send a large quantity of 
Jewelry to his wife on approval. Heo stated that SMITH thon kept all of 
this jowelry and refused te pay for any cf the jewelry, that his credit rat- 
ing got so bad that the Church was forced to discharge him. Informant ad~ 
viscce that’ JOHN D. EWING, Editor cf the Shreveport Times, and member of the 
Board of Stewardes cf the Kingshichway Christian Church at Shreveport, covld 
furnish ail cf the details in this renards 





that after HUEY's death in September, 
one of Leng's Licutonant's, to 












tated that as a mattor cf fact, Sk was not oresont at the time 


's coath. He Stated that after le vexine LONG's funeral oraticn, 

ia which was plagiarizce from the Graticn of Robert: lapecedl. over his Brothur's 
“s bed, SMITH had copies cf the oraticn printed and distributed in an effort to 
capitalize on the incident, 














TH “thon bepan 75 tive ‘te irs. HUBY P. LONG and cn Feaiacy 
7, 1936, ” sont her a telegram in which he stated, "I assure you that I now 
reecgnize vou as the head cf Share Our Wealth Socteuy 


= ae: two weeks after LONG's death, in 
fis ; Octcber, 1935, SMITH went tc New York City and while there was cjected 
7 : 


bd 
the Hotel New Yorker 
but was prevented by " mace such a 
scene anc created such 2 disturbance that the Manager was forced to put him 
cut, SMITH then attended Grass Roct Convonticn in .itlanta, Georgia, and while b¢ 
ed se there mace a spcoch against President Rooscvelt, and the .idministraticn. He 
e was stoying at the ansley Hotcl in _witlanta scted from that 


eae ee ee 











hotel anc the Manazoment fcund hin informant 
es : Ovise da that hin this 
infcrmaticn. ; 

: infermant stated that after LONG's ceath, he did nct see 
much of SMITH. He advised that SLITH rcmained in Louisiana, for a while, and 
returned for several pelitical campaigns, but that SMITH was associated with 
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OR. FRANCIS THOMPSON, Fathur COUGHLIN, and WILLLwi LAUKE curing th. 1936 
Presidential cleeticng then S|tITH vont to Detroit andorganized the committce 
ef Onc Willion, Ho ststed thet he understeoce that SHITH!s principal was 

, thet Hitler became powerful becnuse he was an up and ecming younz man in Germany, 
and the Jows whe controlled the finanecs furnished the money te promote him 
te the pcsiticn cf cietator; that Hitler knit the laber group into a sclic 
mass behine him, and after he beeame dietator purgcd the Jews who had finanecd 
his rise sc that they cculd nct uncermine hin. SIfITH next roasoned that 
FRANKLIN D, ROOSEVELT hai the support cf the C.I.0. and the 4,F. of Ley which 
gave him the united labor vote ani that well Strect, predcminantly Jewish, 
supplicd hin with the bulk of his funds, an] thrt the naxt anc finel step 





Ee wes fcr ROOSEVELT tc mike hinsclf dietator. 
. c 
aa thet ho belicved thet SHITH had been assceiated b% 
with Pcllyts Silva ir cre he came tc Louisiana. He stertec that SMITH 


once menticnec woering @ Silver-:ra;7 shert and oreron and walking the hiptrray 
scliinz memberships fcr the Silver Shirts. He statcd that H. DON DEVOL, 922 
- Homiltcn Street, washinztcn, D. C., wh: was -issist: ant Secretary tc HUEY P. 
oe LOG, Nac spent consicecreble time ecnvorsing with SNITF and kmew moch more 
abcut his beckyround anc activities than he cid. Infcermant statcd thet SiITH 
was abways radical ani crratie in all thrt hz cic, and that he bore an in- 
tense hatrec fer President ROOSEVELT. He stctcd thet this hatred was so in- 
tense that SiITH was almest fanatical cn the subject, but that he had never 
eee eae ablo te disecver the real reascn fer it. Hs steted that he had never 
he serc SUITH say anything ance hac nover reecived ony inciecticn cf any Fascist 
on: hcic by SHITH ecurinc: 4s time thet he knew the man, 








Hs statec thit SUITS alse scemed te hate the Mtornaticnal 
Benkers and the Jcws, whem he accused cf backing ROOSEVELT. He cescribedc 
7 SilITH as e@ very dangercus anc rarical rebblc-rouscre 






ae On July 28, 19h2 ne: :: interviow¢ in his cffice 
< at the Rcosevelt Hotel. de statod that he Tirst mot GiRuLD L. kK. SMITH about 
ne 1928, cr 1929, when SMITH came tc Shrevopert, Leuisiana, as Pastor of the 


Christican Church. He statcee thot SHITH was very active in civic affairs, and 
helped in the Ccrmunity Chest Program, but abcut 1932 he quictly startcc to 
orzanize a Iccal Chapter cf the Silver Shirt Lesion cf «morican, the purpcse bi 
binz to persecute and presecute the Jows, He statoc He rae was apent for 
Polleyts ‘Silver Shirts ig th GLE cf MeL Eich 

viscd tht RES ye il : ite 
















rnc 

the Silver Shirte. strtud thet abeut 1933 or 1934 | 
HUEY LONG asked te invite SUITH tc acdress a Labor lally that wns being 
held in New Orleans, He stated th:t SUITH mace a stump speech en a platforn 

thet wis erceted cn the corner cf Canal and Cladberne Street, anc clearly 
Cemcnstratedc that he wis a vory danzercus “ni very effective rtbble-rouscr. 

Ho eactvise:? thit a year cf se lator SMITH 1lcst his Church in Shroveport anc was 
empleycc by LOG as an craanizeor fcr the Share Our Wealth Socicty. He statecc 
that SLITH was completely subservient, ond was use? by LOING alm.st in the 
expacity of crrand boy at times. He st.tec that aftor LONG's doath, SIIITH 
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left Lcuisiana almost at ence ane went to washington to attempt to get ecntrol 
cf the Share Our wealth Sccicty. He strated thrt he askod SMITH to deliver 
LONG!s burial craticn, ane that SHITH plariarized the oraticn and iad copics 
printed and then capitalizcd cn the event, by sayin; that it wes evident that 
he was HUBY's clcsest and mest trusted friend, 





stated that SMITH returned to Louisiana in 1936 
and again in 1940, during the Gubernatcrial campaipn, He stated that in 
1936 SMITH was arrestee rt the Jun; Hotel, fer creating a cisturbance. 
statec thot Sh alsc thrown cut cf the iow Yorkor Hotel im : 
: a Se He statec thot Be on 

rf Turns shue hin with thatin 






ceseribec SMITH as cemplotely immcral, unscrupulicus, 


a rebble-rcuser whc weuld make 2 speech on any side cf any questicn, as icny 


as he was paid for it. He stated that SWITH was strongly anti-senitic, and 
anti-Rocsevelt when he was in Louisiana, but thet he did net ira! oi A any pro-~ 
Fascist toned ‘ : See Sear 


ae - the New Orleans Times Picayune, b1¢ 
edvisca that he knew ncething ecnerete or specific with reference tc any sub- 


versive cr Fascist leanings cn the part of GERaLD L. K. SMITH. He statec that pb? 
in gencral he considerec SLIITH to be a radical rabble-rcuscr whe is epposed 

tc all forms cf ccnstitutcd authcrity, is un-principled and would de anything 

for mency. He advised that once at a specch during a pcelitical cempnign in 
Leuisiane, SLITH relied up his slceves and dipped his arms in @ largo bowl 

ef Clarct wine, raiscc his arms over his head and criec "This is the blood of 
that ercat Vortyr, Ex-Scnator HUEY P. LONG", 






advised thet the files of his office did 170 


nct ccntain any inform .ticn concerning GERALD L. K. SWITH. 


O_O —=—— tlt | 
Recora Reon, New Orlcans 
Police Department, advised the ere Was no record of any arrest of GERALD 
L. K. SLITH, ecithcr in th. files cf his cfficc cr cn the First Procinct ar- 


rest recor, 






7¢ 
Detective Bureau, Now Orleans Police b 
Department, advised tan ' for certain that GERALD SMITH was ar- b® 
restcd at the Junz Hotel in October, 1936, and wes placec in jnil at the 

First Precinct, anc was later fined yl0.00 by Jucze ROSE in Reporters Court. 


ua velune 5 trial docket and minute cl night court, nich: on pare Tela 








‘GRUNDMEYER, HERG. \GRUNDIGYER, and GODFREY|McNEELY wert errestce by Captain 


4 
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f= Nc. 2636, (peur that QnR LD’ afi PRESTON[DELCAZAL, HENRY 
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MALONE and cthers en Novenber 5, 1936 and charece with disturbing the peacc, 
reviling the police, and using obscene lanpuere., On the same date, all five 
cefoncants were fincd 10.00 cr 10 cays, sentonee suspended by Jucge ROSE, 







for the oe Ori: 22NS Poltee Bepart- 
93 SHITH ceme to New Orleans fcr the pur- 
pese cf een a political ee SiHITH had ne “permit to make the specch, 


but gave it anywe It wes uncerstco2 that SLIITH was = te attack the 







City Acministration curing Oa: ecurse cf the speech anc reccived or-= 





. Cers to tcke six detectives and mingle in the craved te anc listen. He 

oe. Ae stated that he was crdered not to break up the speech but to wait until the 

e ‘i mecting was ovor, when he ws tc search SMITH and the lattorts bodyguards, 

ie ee whe were all ropertec to be armcc, In the event these men ware founc te be 
a 2 carrying arms, they were to De booked fur carryins ecnecale! weapons. 


- os Wie: thet at the ecnclusicn cf tho mecting these 
eon: men were scarchce But ne Weapens were founc, He stated that he reparted this 


ye =: tc his superior and was creered to arrest the men any way, and bock thom for 
po Cisturbing the peacc. He stated that he thon preecetoi tc SUITHts rccm at the 
ees Junz Hotel, anc overheard SITITH and the cther mon with him talking rather 


icucly and laughing abcut putting one cver cn the City Police. He stated that 
he then enterce the reem and tole the men thet he was placing them under ar- 
rest for cisturbin;: the peace, an? that thay laushed anc jcked about the en- 
tire mttur, Ho states that these mon wore thon taken to the First Precinct 
Pclice ‘Static, and later the same night werc takon befors Juco ROSE at the 
Wight Ccurt, where all five nen enterce plias cf milty, anc were fined 
yl0.00, sentcnes boing suspended. 


= On «uzust 18, 19,2 re Orlvans 
- ff Harbor Police, advised thet he hac heard GERALD L. K. SUITH across a labcr 


~.: group abcut 1934, at the corner cf Canal & Claiborne Streets. He statec that 
SUITH wes introduced as Chaplain cf the Louisiana Fuceraticn cf Laber, that 

3 the mectinz was spensorec by the Central Trades & Labor Council. He stated 

= that the nesting was a pretest being made by the labor sro against the apo 
peintment cf D. DB. MOORE as Collector cf Internal Revenue. He stated that 
SMITH ace a ripsroaring stump speech anc sc impressed HUEY P. LONG, whe 
happenec tc hear the specch cver the radic, that he lLinee SHITH up inmeciatecly 
with him in the Share Our icalth HMcvenent. 


ee © Central Tredes an? Labor Council, American Fecoraticn 
cf Lebcr in 1933 and 1934. He ste. hea tha it in 1934 an orpanizatdon necting 


was helc by the Lebor ercup at Canal an} Claibcrne Streets, New Orleans. He 
stated thet at that time GERLAD L, K. SHITY was Chaplain nf thea Ghearannet 


# 
cof tne Shr GY¥opory 


Federaticn cf Labor, and that CECIL PuRKER cf Shreveport, whe was then Presi- 
dent cf the Leuisiana Foveorsticn of Labor, brcoucht SiITH tc Now Orlcans to ac-= 
Cress the gathoring. stoted that HUEY P, LONG heard SMITH cive his 
adcress and LONG immecintely rushed from hisroon at the Reosevelt Hotel anc 
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mct SMITH cn the platform at the ccnelusicn cf his address, anc immedciatoly yo 


linec him up with his cwm crganizaticn. | stated at that time SMITH 
appeared tc be "a lean ani hungry cassiu 


In refcrenece letter the Sen antinic Fielc Divisicn acvis- 
@ search was mic cf the residence cf 
San antcnic, Texas, as a result cf a 
ud by Containee in the files cc bh" 
was fcund the folicvinzg letter e letterhead cf the Kin¢shipehs 

Christian Church, Shrevepert, Louisiane, cated July 8, 1933, acdressec to 















"Dear Sir: 





"Y write tc yeu concerning a very conficential matter 
based cn the confidence that some of my ‘frionds have in ycu. 


"JT am anxicus to fot in touch with His Hunor «ADOLF 
ae - HITLER, but,’ kncwing you are rocently remcvcd from Germany before 
coing so, I desire y.ur opinicn cf eenditicns in that ccuntry. 
They lock zocd to me. Can ycu zive me 2 code for ectting in touch 
sy with Herr HITLER or cne cf his ropresontctives in jmorica? 
"The Semitic Proparan’s. in amcrica is mcwing mcre 
sericus cvery cay. I enclose herewith a bulletin that was put out 
cn the strects cf cur city todry as « result.cf an attempt on tho 





— part cf a Jew tc take hundreds cf hemes ewoy from the people. I 
ee am convince. that the Jews are i te rceb samorican pecple just 
ae as they attemptec tc <c in Germany. em further convinced that 


in the future, Germany and jmoricea an be clcser together than 
any two nations in the werld, 





Hevea 


a 
— 


"You will be interestec te mow thet my zrandfather 
was Herr SCHMIDT anc that I wes rearec in the strte cf wisconsin, 
Yeu may feel free te write me directly cr through anycne cf ycur 
friends in Shreveport. Surely there mst be an organizaticn new 
existing in .imerica to cverecme the. anti-German proparnndn being 
premotec by the Jews. Please enlichtun mo, 


“or 


"Toam thercuthly ecnvinced thit ycur theory cf Free 

Eccnomy which is .pprevec by’ Prcfessor FISHER cf Yale University, 

ge whe was a discipls cf GYSELL, the great Germain cecnenmist, is in= 

—_ Aece the way cut. There are seme matters which I 2esire tc cis- 

mae cuss with you at the cnrlicst possibly crwy which I cannect put in 
tos writing. Plerse ansvor me at cnee. Guten tac, 





"GERALD L. K, SCHiIDT 
"P.S. I om inclince tc delieve that if we can set together, I will 


have nv. cifficulty in pepulsrizing yeur pamphlet on Free Economy 
with the readers, sd 


-]}]— 
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San Antcnic File 
This letter was answored = ie a letter dated 
July ll, 1933, aceressed to Reverend GERALD IL. hk. St: at Shreveport, 


a Ixuisiana, in wh ch rnd shod Reverend Si h the adeross of 
Fx. 4aDOLPH HITLER and DR. GUsBSELS. In the lettcr stated, "It is 
[s - pessible that the Now York Nazi Mcvoment is in touch wi american nove= b7¢ 


a ments of their cm Weleda They coul be raached by aoans cf the New York 
= Staatsbuergor Zeitung." «a carbon ccpy cf this letter cf July LD, 1933 is al~- 
. sc being retained in ae files cf the San antonio Ficld Divisicn in the case 








anc is being retain 
case entitled 
















Referencee lettor stated that bcth cf these letters were 
recovered and were apprcpriately marke. for identification by Special “ne b7¢ 
cf the San antonic Field Divisicn. 


| ccrocamrexs an ee thet GERALD L. . SKITH stayed at 
the Jung Hotel fer Several days Octcber, 1936, and that at tho conclusicn 


cf his stay he left behind a large cardcboar2 carton, which stated 
ecntaince © large numbor cf lettors, pamphlets, and cthor dccuments, as well b 71 
as scme articles cf clcthing. |... ed ted that mest cf the letters 

icalt with a nunber cf speaking eng ments throughcut the ecuntry, which was 


eine the time that SMITH was ele with DR. FRANCIS =. TOWNSEND and 
speaking on the Towmsend Old azgc Ponsicn Plan. 

















pera In a lettcr cated dune 23; 1936, e ‘ 

. informec SHITH o \ted 9¢ 
a eitcrts c in his advoene cf the principles b 
Ln : annunciatec by the late 5c . LONG, anc asking SHITH tc express 

awerd cf @ppreciaticn for th. unsclfish cevoticn to a pocd cause manifested 


Zb : by this man. 


ae In a lettcor tated July 25, 1936, writtcn v 
5 ad jgttey Sees teen Plaintalk liagezine, 1003 K Street, BPE F washington, © C 

an i eae warwick HOCe ty New York City, —— - asks "cant GERALD SLITH 

US eed AUG eon Elizabcth Sunday tne Louisiana blackaail story, sc I can b7 
; usc it in September, anc hclp mee my plea to to rut GERALD en 

the air in September? Itl]1 fix it up with her [cr hor trceuble - - maybe giv- 

ing SHN THOMAS a real break in PT," 


state: that cn June 2h, 936, ay 
U..S, anti-Ccmmnist League, Fe O. Box ei, 


Slana, advised SiITH thet he was organizing an anti-Ccmmnist }7 


—_ 
ra en) that WILLL. tT? OTY'TH EY KasSLLY heal ats 34+, hey, sok 

(obi 44 Gib Uta a he et OL el Nat dict: nc connection W1tn wic novement whet= kan 
cv 


er. He reguestec SMITH Se affiliate with them as 2 member cf their Gen- b 
eral Staff. In a letter Catec June 20, 1936 
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i ia ee tm sneinil eae: “te SEE et ee 

it Me mete He stated th:t he had ccncentrate bx 
yeer and a half en the purpcse cf censorship cn the radio, anc other intoler-— - 
able radic wrongs already existing in Southern Califerni2a. He attached a 
ccpy capticned "Extracts From Repert cf Georgo H. Hill, Examiner for the 
Federal Ccmmunicaticns Ccmmissicn" and stated that fcr the past year and cne- 
half he had been carrying cn a ficht tc cbtain a veice cn the air for the 
Libcrals cf Scuthern Califcrnis. MRD Societe thet SKITH and all Tomsend's 
speakers would be bared frem the radic and ceprivea of uso cf the mail, and 
urges SMITH tc cooperate with hin and seme cf his clients in establishing a 
Ssupcr power racio stration just cutside cf the ccnfines of the United States, 
stating: 













"ic have been working cn this matter new for mere 
oa) Oe than six mnths, we have chesen @ site, have been assured cur 
ae permit, and heave the cfficial assurance sf tho ecntinued 
al exercise of thet frecdom ef speech which we are entitled to 
>in the United Statcs but are nct recciving. 


"J shall not go intc mere cetails here, The im 
portance cf this matter warrants a pcrscnal interview here 
in Les angeles with scmecne from ycur crganizaticn author ized 
tc act. ° 





"J strconzly urge you te desipnate scomecne in 

es your organizaticn to take this mattcr up with me and te do 
Paes scmething about it while ycu still have the finances and 

: the crganizaticn. This staticn will be an anchor tc Windward 
fcr you if and when ycur mcvement becomes threatening encugh 





lores, tc cause entrenched greea tc take the extreme measures 

eee against ycu which I have menticned, You think ycu have been 
See persecuted but tycu ain't seen ncthing yett," 

areal 


4 

signec In this letter discussec the Philadelphia 

ee Ccnventicn ana referred tc Presiden HO as "the grinning snake Charmer y? 
Lord Franklin", and as the "Hanpy Borrower whe sccn will be turnec cutwith 211 


, the rest cf the snake cil vencers." . 


In a letter dated dunc 25, 1936 (eee 
Le ‘Share Our Wealth Scciety cf amcrica, Merrillan,wiscensin, refers to 


boporor Farley's rotten Kceman Raw Deal", anc states that "Ir. Roosevelt b? 
sclc the free citizens cf the United States to = Papur prorranm", 


On Scptember 6, 193s Radio Lericn of america, 
731 North Hizhlend avenue, Hcllyweed, Califernia, stated that Radic Legicn re- 


perts the crranizeda prutest cf all Libcrals and prepressives apainst the be 
intolerable radio ccnditicns existing in the Unitee States, whereby the right 





L cm esanan stated that SLITH alsc reeeivec a letter dated 
June 7, — . the letterhead cf thy Naticnal Prcss Club, washingtcn, D.C., 










och 
a 
ad ce 3- 
the at 1 
gift ate 
rs ic 
we 











( y. | A 


of Free Speech is being mllified, and enclosed a copy cf an address Specially 
propared for use cn the Radic by Lr, GERALD L.*K. SMITH, and furnished by 
Radic Legicn cf america in the fcrm prepared by its attcrnoy Lr, LiWRENCE W. 
«LLEN, 1731 Hishland swwenue, Hollywood. This speech was titled "New Deal Is 
Oppesed to Free Speech", 


stated that amcnz SHITH's belcngincs which he 
deft at the Jung Hctel were alse ecpics ,of tivo Totter s essed tc SMITH, 
catec Octcber 9, 1936, simed by ae a 

Building; rae es yaa ore in t 













by Smith, Wie = oe t was ean that this corporation be Ww 
incerporatte im tne ar faverc, but the name cf the corporaticn is not b 
menticned, The Corperaticn Trust Company is menticned as the Agent to com p? 
plete , oration in Wilminzgtcn, Delaware, In 2 postscript tc this let- 
od c that he hac just read an article in the October a 

of Jew aminer, Gescribinz Si{ITH as the Hitler of America, a 

tells SMITH to "pet a copy anc accept the challenze. It looks @ the Jews 

are roing te force yo beecme anti-Semitic." In a second lotter datec 
October 9, 6, attaches a copy of a letter trittcn by him in 
response tc an ar cering in the Jowish Examiner. He states that he 
is not mailing the cripinal to cr the co opiss tec 
cr and wculd not sond 31S Ate Rtcd tNnemie @ at= 


tached Ictter was addressee tu wt ae Jewish Examiner, 
186 Joralomcn Street, Brecklyn, Nev work, ane renes as TOLTOWS: 




















"J have reac the article cf Dr. Birkhead appoaring 
in the Octcber éne issue cf your publicaticn in which he doscribes 
Gerald L. K, Smith as anti-Scmitic and possessed cf ambitions 
arainst the Jews sinilar tc these of Hitler. 





asscciates whese father maintains at 9 capes ca 
York City, and whe also without questicn is a Jow can 
is statenent that Gerald Smith is net anti-Senitic. 
a cf Now Orleans can also cenfirn the statonent. Cy 
row thet TI have no projucice ageinst Jews cr any cthoer race or 
religicn, JI am the sen of @ Baptist Preacher, attended a 
Cathclic cadeny, was in the cffice of General Ceunsol for the 
Ku Klux Klan and voted for lfrec E. Smith. 


bye 





"However, the Jews arc tuilty of sc much rascality 
in benkin: circles that an anti-Somitic mcvencnt wuld be very 
pepular. You have annsycd Geralc Snith all cver samcrica with 
your foars that he wculd use his ereat powers azainst your race. 
Onc reascn that ycu have been chased frem ccuntry to country 
curing every reneraticn since the crucifixicn cf Josus is ycur 
foar, I ec net knew whether that fear ccmes from a suilty 
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ecnscicnce or from lack cf intestinal fortitude, but I de kncw 
that ycur offensive attacks azainst any leader whe tries tc throw 
off the yoke cf slavery from the people by Llibcralizing them is 
sufficient tc dispust such leader with the entirc Jewish race, 
Your attacks on Gurald Snith which area withcut founcation cr rea 
son, are likely tc cporate as a boomerang to ycur race. 


"Unless vcur paper writes an apclogy in the moxt 
issuc tc your umvarranted assailment of Gerald Smith, ycu have ny 
cefinite assurance that I shell prevail upcn him to accept the 
challenge which ycu have thrust upen him. I am sending copies cf 
this letter tc his and my mtual friends whose names are menticn= 
ed above. Knowin: cf my sincority as they dc, they will under~ 
stand this letter, If ycu Jews as a mincrity cf cur citizenry 
desire tc enjcy the freedom which you now have, my sussestion 
weuld be that ycu nct entagonize the leaders cf the mjority. 

Ycu are precipitatin: ccnsiderable trcuble fcr yourselves, 


"Ever sincc Jesus was crucified fur kicking the 
reney chanvers cut cf the temple fcr surely eccnomic reascns to 
prevent the usuricus practices cf that day anc se ee the 
pocr, Gentiles have encvavcred te live in peace anc harneny with 
you, but every tine an effcrt has been mace te Beh the money 
changers, you consider it an attack ween yeur entire race, So 
lon;; as such a pesiticn is assumed yvu nocd never hepe for per= 
nanont security in any country. If the Jewish mcney changers 
will turn the ccinace cf mcney back tc the Conrress cf the United 
States in accordance with the prcevisicns of cur Ccnstituticn, 

I do not belicve ycu will hear any utterances frem Gerald Snith, 
Father Ccuphlin cr anycne else menticning a Wall Street Jewish 
name. You mst remember what Rcthschild, a Jew, said about 
giving him the richt tc coin the meney and he did nct care who 
was in charge of the sovernment,. 


“Tf ycur race really wants tc start an anti~Semitic 
movement, as is indicated in your publication cf October end, I 
velieve ycu are cn the road toward that enc, Remember that 
_nincty two per cent cf the american families have an average 
worth cf cnly abcut $3-26 and there are very few Jewish families 
in that caterory.' 


ce ara that there were many cther letters that 
SMITH left at the Jun: Hotel, mest of which dealt with the pclitical situa- 
ticn, in Louisiana, after Leng's ceath, the Tovmsend Old ure Pensicn Plan, 
Activities cf the Unicn Party During the 1936 Presidential Camaipn, ctc,. 
This informaticn is nct beins sect cut in detail, inasmch ss it is nct be- 
licved tc be of any value, in this investicaticn; however, all the above 
letters referrec te wore furnished te the writer ~ aaa anc are 
being retained in the New Orlcans file in this case for pcessibic future rc 


ference, 
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that a number of newspaper clippings b» 
mazazine articles were ccntained in the bex which SMITH left at the Jung 
Hotel. Among these articles were the follcwinz:° 


A becklet entitled "E, Pluribus Unun, a Story of 
Today anc cf Today's Tomorrow", published by the Patriot pub- 
lishing Cc., Los Angeles, 


A pamphlet entitled, "Who Wants War, The Inside 
Stery cf the Ethiopian Affair", published by the Edmeneson 
Service, 8) Washingtcn Street, New York City. 


4 pamphict entitled "Toward jrmazedden by the 
Squire cf Cruna Elbewt, published by the Militant Christian 
Associaticn, Charleston, S. C. 


A mimecgraphed ccpy cf an address of Rev. Gerald 
L. K. Smith, delivered befcre the Naticnal Press Club, 
Washinston, D. C. cn Fricay, au;ust 7, 1936. 

Two typewritten cepies entitlec "Excerpts Frem 
An Address Deliverec by Gerald L. K. Smith, Tomlinson Head- 
quarters, Indianapolis, Inciana, September 26, 1936", 


Several printed ccpies cf the Funcral Qraticn 
celivered over the Grave of Husy Pierce Long, by Gerald L.K. 
Smith, September 12, 1935, 


a serics cf pamphlets published by the Naticnal 
Civic Federaticn, written by RiLFH N. EsSLEY, entitled "Red 
Methedist Church of Red Incubus", "J. S. Department cf Jus- 
tice Powerless to Deal with Communist Activities", "Labor 
Day Prcblems of 1936-=- What is the Way Out","loscowts Sabotage 
Agencies Unmasked", 


Three pamphlets cf the Little Buffalo series, 
entitled, "Making Money Safe for Prosperity = Fipuring the 
Tcwnsenc Plan", "Three Plans In One", and "Re-invigorating 
Conf idence e*, 


a& typewritten copy of a lengthy manuscript en- 
titled "Report tc lir. Sykes July 17, 1936 ~ Re U. Li. Wie of Aa” 


A typewritten manuscript which is taken from 
the Fellowship Form cf 1065 Wiscensin Avenue, fashinzton, | 
D. Cay under the cate October, 1935, entitlec "Roman Cathclic 
Wurders U. S. Senator Huey P. Leng cf Louisiana. Dewn with 
Remanism shculd be our Slogan in America," 


Sat Rp yt SNA at ett cork ype PoC a ee wh pee es vee Sooeied FP er a - . wom te a 


‘ pas Sot as outed nee ee ee ee CTS eer earn ha. ak) ee cS er a ee 
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‘ | 4 scrics of pamphlets entitled, "imerican Coaliticn," 
& miblishead hr Tnoustrial «associaties 15), Naeenn Strast. Ne 
ng published WF PEAK ME A MOO EE Sig hy SIG be ry SBF 
; York City, entitled - 
: : "Invitation" 
"\ Call te .irms" 
"How tc Help" 
"Tontative Platform" 
"Yominaticns" 
Niembership"™ : 
"“Clergymen cf jmerica" 
WEcitors of smerica" 
"Voters cf smerica"™ 
"Eternity". 
eo, The October, 1936 issue of Current Histcry, con- 
taining Biopraphy Sketches cf Father Ccughlin, Willian Lunke, 
Rev. Gerald L.K. Smith (paces 82-86), Dr. Tevmsond, Norman 
Themas, and Earl Browder, in an arti3le entitled "That Third : 
Party" by HUBERT HiRnIS. 
=¢ September 29, 1936 issue cf New Masses, under 
= linea on pages 11 and 12, where the nane cf GERALD L. K. SMITH 
. is mentioned. 
The Octcber 25, 1936 issue cf New Masses under- 
linec on page 6 in an article called "The Coughlin Convention", 
ae The .ugust 22, 1936 issue of The Nation, which 
a ccntains an article cencernins SIZITH cn page 213. 
September, 1936 issue cf Common Sense, which 
contains an article ccncernin:? SMITH on Page 10. 
The July 25, 1936 issue cf The Nation, contain- 
ae ing an article entitled "Huey Leng, the Second - Interview 
= with GuwLD L., K. SiIITH", by Gerold Frank, 
; ; a page torn from the Literary Digest ceted szvuegust 
oy 1, 1936, containing an article entitled "Four Preachers in | 
! Pelitical america", 
7 | | The abcve marsazines were alsc _fur aan to the writer by i aD 
bo j | tsi are being retaince in the Now Orleans File in this case. Um, 
4 ms 4 






On February 1h, 19h2, 
P- Orleans, called at this cifice and furnis pecial “gon 
with a number cf newspaper clippins of eponeantly nia 


sy which she statcc had been ziven tc her I 
@ boarder at the sane dire: stated ys 
43! 








: : Se Amie mses SAA Rata setae Seg a Thea, ee * hs 7 
92 ¢ aie ~ 
te . ee 
‘ ; See ’ re , e e 
Sis y \ 7 “he * : 
Seay - . 
care 
mae } ; ; 


bey ) 


was receiving ccnsiderable literature from GERILD L. K, SMITH and also pro- 
duced @ page cf what appears to be cne of SMITH'ts “inner circle messazes". 
























considerable literature anc ccrre ence from GERALD 
WITH and the Committce cf One Nillicn. . oe that PP 

WHEE ti cctc. tc get the pecple in the hcuse to take this literature 
ana road it. She furnished the writer a letter entitlcc "Messape For Inner 

Circle Only," datec at Detroit, Michigan, Larch 28, 1942, sisned GEILALD 

L. K. SMITH, and an "Inner Circle" message datod May 8, 1926 hese items 

are alsc beinz rotained in the New Orleans file cf this ClSCe ween 
| stated i was constantly criticizing President RO 

ae anc Prime lfinister RCH © appeared te be purely in sympathy 
with SMITH and his ideas. acvised that on Jupust bh, 192, 

noved tc Jackson 


























benind twe small suitcases and @ car 
she stated containcd scme of subject's clothes, and personal effects, but 


ee which she was positive dic net contain any merc Literature or correspcndence 
x veoh I-27 have received from GERALD L. K. SIITH. 


& ee On su;sust 15, 1940, | an emplcyee cf Jordan 
oe & Bocth, Inc., a men's cicthiny stcre in Shreveport, Louisiana, advised 


Special coo that in abcut 1935 cr 1936, Keverand GERALD L. K. 
SMITH came int re, accompanied by a man whom he cescribed as an 
crganizer for the "Silver Shirts", at which time Rev. SHITH purchased a 
hat fcr this man. At thet tine SIITH, or the man that acecmpaniedc hin, re- 
quested infcrmticn as te the cest of securing pray eclored shirts, ap- 
parently tc be used as unifcrm fcr the Silver Shirts. After SLITH and this 
ae other man ceparted, they foryot some of the Silver Shirt proparanda, which 
— stayed in the stcre fcr - while until someone Gestroycd it. This informa~ 
tion was furnished te the Bureau in a letter datec April 18, 1940, and ap- 
pears in New Orleans file 65-)9-37, 
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~ Sat 3 
Ss . 
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UNDEVELOPED LEDS 


\ 


ATLANTA FIELD DIVISION - 

: ———— 
4t Atlante, Geersia, will intcrvicw ae 

ewes cf the dnsley Hotel, for any infcrmaticn he may possess ecncerning 

‘ITH, and his activities, 





. 







ticn between 
OE STR RR is Marictta Street Build- 
tlanta, with varticular reference to the pcliticsl corporaticn which 
and SHITY may have orvanizced and incorporated in the state of 
Pelaware, in 1936. 







in 






INDLiNaPOL1S FIELD DIVISION ~ 


le aie 
V 
u 


At Inciananolis, Indiana, will ecntact cfficials cf the 


pane Lr +h, Universit Plrce Church. Rotler University. 
7 wn wine F —_ + 


4 nm an m 
aeulal Wdlldd Wd Cast. bi Ud ye rs ee eS Perr ae 6 


a: 
SHITH's activitics while Paster cf those ccnzregaticns. 


Will check the recor’s cf Butler Theolcorical Seminary for 
informaticn as to date anc place cf birth cf the subject, 










WLLL oendeavcr to asce 1 the date and place of the s 
4 NOH MISH _ : pn. 3 


ub= 


t- 2 






SORENS@I en June 


rN 


ject states he mirricc ELE.NOR 
is ncw eishteen years olu. 


uO 


21, 1922, and that his son 





woe MILWAUKEE FIELD DIVISION = 


At Hilwaukee, wisconsin, will make every erfort to verify 
eC subject's birth date ani place, anc his true and ccrrect nanc, it bein; not~ 

ed that he has stetcec that he was born ct Parceeville, Wisccnsin, February 
27, 1898. 


Will endeavor to vorify the ’ate and place cf birth cf 
sudject's son GERuLD ms Jie, Whe was predably born in Vircqua, in abcut 












1921, to ELe.NOk SORENSCI, Qi teee es eee 


found tc have been born 


Service status of GERALD 


n 


of ee ret 





ITH, JR, 
NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION - 


=rt47 


at Now York City, Now York, will intervie 
a: Hotel New Yorker, for any infcrmaticn in his possossicn ccncern- 
inz Sli 


H's backzrouné and activity. 










V 
lL 
p IZ 


i ee co, a 
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ee de AR a ee i ASE eg A ne Te et ern te a lit Se hire. Spd he kd atin teeth oo deme a om I gh GS 


WaSHINGTON FIELD DIVISION - 





| at Washinsten, D. C., wiil antenvite 
International News Service, fcr eny infornaticn in his possession 
concerning subject's backereun? and activity. 


will cc ntact ES other members cf the firm 
of Invies, Richberg, Becbe, Busic charascn, anc cbtain infcrmaticn 


in this firm's file ccncerniny the hackgrcund anc activity ef SLITH. 








Will intervia; 
intimate with SHITH when both were asscci 
infcrmatisn 
cernins subjec 





ated with HUEY P. TONG, fer any 
28 ecncernin; subject's backgrounc,end especially ccn- 
cunnecticn with Pelloy!s Silver Shirts, pricr te 193h. 






NEW ORLE..NS FILLD DIVISION - 


At Shreveport, Louisiana, will intervicw 
a a . Fs 
fer infcrmaticn in nls pessession concerning SMITH's bacKxercund and activity. 


| v2 intervie REED 02 Stroveport Tnes, 
for any infcrmation he has as to subject's activitics, while in Shreverort. 


It will be recalled tha as a member of the Boarde cf Stewards of the 
Kingshiyhway Christian at the time that SHITH was the Pastor cf that 
Church. 
















with POT ee aes Peete while 


eveport, an. his cennecticn with Pelicy's Silver Shirt Legion. 





Will intervicw ie any infermaticn in his 
possessicn ccncerning SI{ITH anc his activities while in Lcuisianca, 
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IDENTITY OF WPuidi.NTS IN REFORT OF yt a 
SFECL.L AGEN? DiTZD 

«UGUST 28, 19h2, iT NEw WaNS, Lies 

ENTITLED "GERALD LYLL\N KENNETH SILITH, 

was.,ct al; INTERNAL SECURITY - 

SEDITION," NEW ORLEANS FILE No.62-119),. 
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sb 
9-11-42 
62-43618 — | 2 7 
ASSISTANT ATTORNEY OLNERAL WENDELL BERGE 
From: J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
- Bubject: GERALD L. K. SMITH, with elias 
"THE COMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION™ 
INTERNAL SECURITY = CLDITICN 
There are enclosed here nsideration 
a copy of the report of Special Agent New Orleans, 
Loulsians, dated Aucust 2&, 1942, und @ copy o e report of 
ein Ae RR, Oot 
ae August 2), 19 ’ a tied matter. 
Enclosure yn LY 
. . b7 Qe" 


i - ALL UPMATIN CONTAINED 
| HEREIN iS WNOLASSIFIED 


DATE ssf Yt 









t 7™. Folgom.. .....--. 
tir. E. A. Tamm..... 
f Mr. Clogg .......-.... 














» Kir. Glavin .....--_... 
«Mir. Ladd .._......... 
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; —- pi” 
ote: BLIORDES . e | as 
meiosis 128 a eee 4 45494 
To: ASSISTANT ATTORNEY OENERAL WERTELL BERGE a. 


« 


~~ 


From: J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Subject: GFUALD LYMAN KENSOTH SHY TH 
TH. COMMITTEB OF OX MILLION 
INTERNAL SECURITY SEDITION 


baad is inolossd herewith for your further 
ocnsideratjon sg nony of the report of Special Agent. b 
imeem Detroit, Michigan, dated Ssptember 2, . al 
r the above-entitled matter. 
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PART 4 OF 18 


FILE NUMBER : 62-43818 


rd 





Form No. 1 


Teuls CAGE ABI CIA TEM aT 
ea ear ae ES nae 


TINE 


DETROIT, MICHIGAN | 9/2/12 | 7359-hdy8 


CATE WHEN MADE 


i? RACTER OF CASE 


ei ny GERALD LYMAN KENWTHGUITH, also known as. Gerald; 


Le age ‘Smith; 


COATTTE OF ON. MILLION 


INTERNAL SECURITY; 






















SYNOPS!S OF FACTS: 


we 


E SEDITION 3 


= 

MR. SuITH presently devoting full energy = NS 
to securing Republican nomination and <_< . 
ultimate election as United States Senator Ee at 
from Michigan, waking extensive speeking 5 
tour state of Michigan, weekly radio . C23 ¢ 3 \ 
“speeches continue to attack New Deal Ad= - wee 4 
hiinistration and WALTER VINCHELL. WINCHELL €03 (2.4 


AntLiberty" magazine said SiITH hed been 
indicted, -"Liberty" magazine to publish 


ut 
i 


IR TIS 
2 f 
“al: 
tai mi 
age? 


BARTS 
riba at 





a ae 
apology and retraction. SuilTH'S weekly c.. ad < ay 
Nysecone estimated to be approximately em. 2% | 
2b 4 (€°7 51500. SITH described as opportunist bese. Lake 
vehemently antegonistic and anti-New ova) prod 
D.2l, and privetely Anti-Jewish. S.JiH'S — 5 at 
personality extremely egotistical and a = C2 
a dictatorial. SiWITH'S financial backers we 
nbave been "biggest men in Detroit." om 
S.TlH'S "Dangerous Enemies" edited by Revs 4 = 
L. PRES BUROKER, former writer for GER Sas es 
WTHROD S.0TH had former brief associations. S © 
SY PELIGY. Recent contacts? 8 9 


with CaRALD ZINROD. Several Years ago SLIOITH ys; 


refused very profiteble propaganda offer from < epee 
Gernzn Consul in New York.« SMITH-has read @ 20 
MEIN KAMPF and described it as a jmarvelous ats 


bosk, iihS. ELIZaABTH DILLID 


AB > atteapting to 
contect Slik. aan nate issue of THz CkOSS 
END TUE 


copy submitted. 


ory, 


ae eee 


ae 
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(Detroit File 62-1126) 


REFSRENCE: Report of Special Agent ay 
a dated August 11, 1942, at Detroit, Michigan, 


DETAILS: At Detroit, Wichigans 






whoseidentity is known to the b 
Bureau, advised that uRS, ELIZ.BothHYDILLING of Chicago, Illinois, was making 
repeated attempts to contact SLIT but S.ITH was anxious to avoid her et the 
present time. The person yvho is attempting to establish this contact is a 
person very close to SalTH and to 1S. ELIZABETH DILLING by the name of wh5, 
MURRAY KNOSLES who is presently active in United Mothers of America and who 
with her husband was formerly active in the Detroit Chapter of the America 
First Committee. 






: Wie stated iat SLITH is Saeeentiy 
devoting practically zy to ALS political campaign for the 
Republican nomination and the ultimate election to the office of United 

States Senator from the state of ifichigan. He is constantly appealing for 
Suoport from persons on the méiling list of the Committeeaf One illion. 7 
He frequently sends out mimeographed letters requesting financial contri- 
butions and other assistance such as oroviding transportation and helping 

to arranze meetings, nn <2: he had learned that SIITH'S average 
receipts through his mail are about $200 daily. He had elso heard a rumor 
that S..ITH was not obligated to pay rent for his space in the Industrial 
Bank Building but that the office svace was a gratuitous contribution, 
Informant stated that three of the principal visitors to SIIITH'S offjce, 
the location of which is never pobicized ere ae AND tind. wy uO. s, 
——- oat - oe te i a ce ee PKASs ie soe AWD REV. Ta LAL Nn eG: TO, : 
nunerous copies of SCRIBNERS 
COMINTATOR magazine containing an article about HoNNY FORD are available 
at SEITE 'S office, Until recently, numerous copies of the RED N&T \-O8K 

by ELIZABZIH DILLING and THe OCTOPUS by REV. FRANK WOODRUFF (analias of 
uRS. SLIZABSTH DILLING) were kept on hand at S.ITH'S office, 

















ny 









writer accompanied by Special Acent 
stated that he did not want to impa ny 
unless the writer first obtained the authority of 
Ford Motor Company. However, when inform 
empt would be made to involve the Ford liotor Company or its officers 
for any support it might have contributed, he was willing to give the 
fol loving information: 


He said that when SIG TH came to Detroit in 1939, in 


ar Oe a 
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unless IJ know what his conduct is," 












also advised that SMITH has 
been in cont; REYNOLDSe He has also Loe 
a contacted who has promised SMITH 

os both financial suppo on the conduct of his political affairs. b7D 


ee > SMITH was preparing the report connection with hie primary . 
pear tarng political campaign and told f ED BARNARD, Detroit 
a political leader, "I want to e sure t it is good enough but still don't 


want to make it too good." SMITH then arranged to get BERNARD'S comments on 
his campaign report. 





Shortly before the primary election on September 15th, 
to be exact on the night of September llth, 1942, a broadcast was arranged 
over radio station WIR in which WILLIAM POWER’ MALONEY spoke on the evils of 
seditious propaganda and closed by referring to the indictment of twenty 
eight persons for sedition in Washington, D. C. The Civil Rights Federation 
was to follow immediately and mention that one of the seditious publications 
mentioned in:the indictment was "The Cross And The Flag", which is published }7<— 
by GERALD Le K. SMITH. Guan «:--: SMITH of this contemplated 
- 2% program but said there was no g he could do to change it since the facts 
“een as stated were accurate. It should be stated here that the Civil Rights 
: ’ Federation is known to the Detroit Field Office as a Comrunist Front Organization. 
The broadcast was actually made as planned. 








_On September 13, rimary campaign was ; 
drawing to a close SMITH commented alg the smear campaign 
Shy against him was not as bad as it might have been because he thought they would [57, 
Pies have run articles about his connection with WILLIAM DUDLEY PELLEY, who is now 


£ : serving fifteen years for sedition, S!ITH explained that many newspapers 
= were hesitant to carry such information because they feared a decrease in 


circulation, 
= a «ties thet SMITH has 
i ie persisted in attempting to contac NDBERGH at the Ford Willow 


ere Run Bomber Plant. To date it is not believed that SMITH has contact 


NDB ucceeded in having a two-hour conference with : 
of Ford Motor Company, on September 23, 1942. b Fea 
A e conclusion of the conference, SMITH informs his wife that the men at 


the Ford Motor Company were panic eerecken and were open to suggestion. | | | 










+: SMITH directed his secretary, QEMBENEEER to make out 
bai, scnaedes financial reports for his political campaign, one in the name 
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GERALD Le K, SMITH, Candidate, and the other in the name of The Committee of Y 

One Million, and the reports were to show that all of campaign funds were 

r and handled by the committee. SMITH again telephonically contacted bwe 
demanded one thousand dollars 

to send one hundred dollars right 













om ately ly got 
anaye 





ve hows. 


; A circular letter mimeographed unter the name National 
Workers League reads as follows: 


"National Workers League founded 1938, Nationalism is love of one's 
own country — The readiness to sacrifice everything to its intereste, 


Detroit, Michigan, September 9, 1942, Nationalist News Letter 139, 
Volume 4, Number 5. 


All Michigan Nationalists are expected to vote September 15, 1942 
for GERALD L. K. SMITH, Republican Candidate for United States 
Senate. . 


All Detroit Nationalists are expected to vote September 15, 1942 
for VIRGIL L. CHANDLER (Sojourner Truth), Candidate for Detroit 
City Council. 


Win the War for Americans Only." 


. Confidential Informant recently advised that SMITH had 
decided to run as an independent Republican Candidate for the office of United 
States Senator from the State of Michigan in opposition to Judge HOMER 
FERGUSON, SMITH confirmed at length with Senator ROBERT REYNOLDS and expressed 
to Senator REYNOLDS that REYNOLDS should explain to his good friend in Washington 
that SMITH was going to run and that if SMITH didn't win, his good friend would 
be assured of election (the good friend is possibly Senator PRENTISS Me BROWN, 


Democrat Candidate for election as Senator from Michigan). Senato NOLDS 0 
waa, if any, cordial with S\ITH according t and b 
congratulated SMITH on his fine showing. Informant state t SMITH had 


boasted having discovered that the leaders,of the Foreign Policy Association were 
Rabbi; WISE, ELEANO SZVELT, and HAROLD/LASKI, whom SMITH described as 8 
notorious English Communist. SMITH said that these three leaders stood for a 
big "super-dooper world government" and that waa the "nigger in the woodpile®, 











SMITH criticized WALLACE'S statement, which warned the ye 
United States against spoiling the internation 4onships in the rubber 
industry. SMITH said very sarcastically to of Detroit, Michigan, 
We can crawl on our stomachs and go to town on our es but we mustn't hurt 
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“, 
the feelings of the British rubber monopoly. 


tone 8, 1942, according to information received had 
from SMITH had a political meeting in which he 
attempted to answer the arguement of his enemies that he was a lieutenant — 


: of HUEY LONG. SMITH announced that HUEY LONG was a great man and that the 

only times he made mistakes was when he was under the influence of liquor. 
SMITH also said, "Before we will submit to being city-slicked by another . 
ENDELL WILKIE or any of his Michigan stooges, we will start a new party and 
nominate CHARLES LINDBERGH for President." 








All of SMITH'S radio addresses have been received by the 
writer under an arrangement as previously Gescribed. It is noted, however, 
that practically all of SMITH'S recent speeches have been devoted entirely to 

; political propaganda aimed at securing his nomination as Republican Candidate 
f for the office of United States Senator from Michigan. The following speeches 
{% made by SMITH are being retained in the files of the Detroit Field Office and 
are not being reported verbatim because it is felt that they pertain exclus- 
ively to political propaganda: August 30, 1942, September 9, 11, 13, 14 A.M, 
Ww P.M, and 15, 19h26 


The election was held and SMITH met his defeat on 
September 15, 1942. On September 20, 1942 SMITH explained to his friends over 
the radio the reasons for his defeat as being newspaper opposition, professional 
politicians of the Republican Party and New Deal politicians encouraging the 
Republican Party to nominate the Republican Candidate who would be not easily 
| defeated by the Democrats, In his speech SMITH addressed the successful 
ey Republican Nominee Judge HOMER FERGUSON and criticized him for, having not 





discussed the real issues of the campaigns. SMITH said that the Republicans 
will want to know how you stand on WENDELL WILKIE's Post-War Plan to make ue 
part of an international empire. The people want to know whether you think 
the Baruch Committee on rubber is an intelligent attempt to solve this problem 
or merely an attempt to save the monopolies. The balance of this speech also 
is deemed to be purely political and is, therefore, not being quoted in full. 


SMITH'S radio address on September 28, 1942 was also 
purely political in which SMITH suggested that he was seeking the advice of 
his followers to determine whether or not they thought he could run as an 

| independent Republican Candidate. This speech also is being retained in the 
| | file of the Detroit Field Office and is not being quoted verbatim herein. 






. 


| bp? 
-PENDING= | p10 
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ENCLOSURES: TO THE BUREAU 
One copy of July, 1942 "The Cross And The Flag.” 


One copy of August, 1942, "The Cross And The Flage"" «= * ee 





~ 
» . 7 


-PENDING= 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS — 


*THE NEW ORLEANS FIELD DIVISION 









, : yy 


LGIERS TEINS will attempt to locate and inter- 






e is located, will interview concering 
> finances, supporters, and activities, 


THE DETROIT FIELD DIVISION 


At DETROIT, MICHIGAN will maintain contacts with 
Informants and obtain copies of eny propagsode for prompt transmittal to the 
Bureau. 


- PENDING. a 


oe NO cae 


ee Vai ag 
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—— : 62-43818-157 a . a 
Date: | ae 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED a 
DATE____ah\e YS PLAsat Oo 
. 204,433 
j From: J. Edgar Hoover - Director , Federal Bureau of Investigation 
. | Subject: GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, with aliases; | ot ae 
: 4 INTERNAL SECURITY; CUSTODIAL DETENTION; SEDITION. 
Mi os Pe EP eee - i - er Se 
r. Tolson : ; ; nee 
ir. ELA. Tamm For on I wish to advise that a copy of the report of. 





Ir. Clegg Special Agent 
git. Glavin @ititled matter at De Oo 


ir. Lada Wie Diviaton, of Recobgs 


subaitted in connection with the above- 

» Michigan, on November 13, 1942, was forwarded 

ilunder date pt December 3, 1942, ° 
fie. ee : mug oe 
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Date: December 5, 1942 





gece 


To: SAC, Detroit 


From: J, Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

: h Pa 
Subject: GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SWITH, with aliases; ; 
re: THE COMMITTEE OF 1,000,000; 
H INTFRNAL SECURITY; CUSTODIAL DETFNTION; SEDITION, 


Mr. Tolson. 
Mr. EF. A. Tamm__ 





sr a Tranamitted herewith for your information and possible assistance 

re "CES __espe—copies of a communication received in connection with this matter from 
Mr. Glavin_she-wilitary Intelligence Service at Washington, D. C., under date of 
Mr. Ladd__November 5, 1942. 
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Federal Rarean of Investigation 
Fnited States Department of Justice 
Washington, A. €. 


Detroit, Michigan 
Decenber ate 1942 





eae ALL INFOSMATICN CONTAINED 
ee HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED 


4 nt 
Re: GERALD LYMAN Yai vane DATE 30 £2 ae" 
IkTeRNAL SaCURITY - C DECLASSIFI G 


} ) CUSICDIAL DETENTION; SEDITION O% 





Deer Sir: 


- Please be advised thet the follow) additional information hes been | b19 
=e received frou whose identity is known to the 
ae Bureau, ay 


\ 





comers G17 , having received over one hundred twenty thousend vetes in the 

primary cempaign as Republican candidate for tne nominetion as United States 

Senator from the State of Michigen, was encouraged eventhough he failed to 

receive tke Republican nomination, Conscquently he apnounced his candidecy as 5 
an Indenendent Repablicen for the seme office. He encountcred some 
difficulty in counties wrere voting machines were used and he repeetedly 
edvised his faithful followers to insist on the right to denen‘ paper 

beliot and to place a paper sticker with the name of GERALD L. “ITH 
over the name of either HQ-ERJFERGUSON or PRE: TISS M.YBROW oa ‘to merk an 

S Jos "X" in front of this sticker. He also advised his followers to report any 


ettempt on the pert of election officials to impede the right to vote for 
. the "eticker candidate", 





Pee She 
“os te, 
wm ive 


F 
SMITH aimed severel criticiams at his opponents, perticulerly he accused ae 
HOuER TERGUSON of violeting the constitution of the State of Michigan by £ 
. running for political office within one year of his temumre on the bench § 
~~: eas judge of the Wayne County Circuit Court, a a 
= 


During the course of the camaign S.iITd was in touch with a 

ae (probsbly » but nothing of importance was transacted 

“| between thems | yi 

a | / 
On October 29, 1942 SuITH addressed a telesram to Senetor Vandenberg of 
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Letter te the Director Re: GERALD LYV.AN KENLETH S«AITE 
dated December 1, 1942 INTERNAL SECURITY — ¢ 


CUSTODIAL DETENTION; SEDITION 


Michigzen as follows: "In fulfilling your responsibility to the party be 
sure to take it easy. In your radio eddresses your man is a flet tire, 
gure to get whipped. You can't efford to hitch your star to a sinker, 
Best regerds", In this telegram Si ITH wes presumably referring to himself 
as a "sinker", 


Me previ ous day SSITH hed meade th nent thet Senetor Vandenberg made 


com 
a statesmen-) ike defense of the two party syste, He contimied that 

{r, Vandenberg is a great American and he was vroud to be numbered among 
his good = - 


oma 2-1 cole that ee the Industrial 
Bank Siilding, in woich S-Iis's offices are loca § been one of his . 


lovel sumporters, S.ITH connented that the capitelist system made America 
greet and not any bureaucratic or seai-Communistic subtrection from it. 
S..ITH said that his earpeten wes effective in combatting the New Deel tenet; 
that anyone like CLAREPIOFEIAN or GERALD NYE whe ergued in favor of private 
ownershin of property wes Nazi or e Fifth Coluaist, 






For aporoximetely ten days starting Noverber 1, 1942 

of Denver, Coloredo visited Detroit on a mission as an 

nreacher and commmicated frequently with SITH, On several occasions 
ana S‘ITH met and spoke about their mtuel friends, 





SMITH admitted to = bee i he a of Janesville, Wisconsin, 
that the only reason fe ve Re 5 9 ma the senatorial race was to stey on 
the radio ani keep his sessage before the people. 


On November 3, 1942 S‘ITH wes decisively defeated in the election for 
United States "Senator and Republican candidete HO.ER FERGUSON was elected. 


SiITS received only approximtely twenty-five votes, After the 
results of the election were known S:.1TH ot that it would be 
inconsistent for him to congratulate HA.ITTON Fisn an? to criticize SilTH 
himself, SiITH considered bringing a lawsuit against “ALTAR WINCHELL and 
the Libery Magazine for libeling him by connecting him with WILLIAM DUDLEY 
PELLEY and others, SMITH felt confidcnt that no action would be talen 
sgeinst him unless they would also get HA<ILTON FISH, BURTON K,. WiIKELER and 
others, SiITH predicted thet even the Isolationists who were already 
under indictment would be convicted. S.ITH made stremous attempts to 
obtain copies of the book "Louisiana Hayride" and the book entitled 

"Every Man A King! by EUEY LONG, which he finally succeeded in obtaining. 






SAITH connented to a friend that if ‘the Republicans don't do the right thing, 


the people will want a Democratic President, but not a New Dealer, S.ITH 
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Letter to the Director Re: GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH 
d-ted Decenber 1, 1942 INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
: CUSTODIAL DETENTION; SEDITION 


vcinted out that he himself could accidentally become President of the 
United States, 


On Novenber 11, 1942 SJITH discussed with an ettorney named 
the newsnaner report of Henry Wallace's speech before the Soviet American 
Rilly. SITS qoted "If Russia can contime for the next twenty years as 
well as in the pest, she will surpass the United States". SITH said that 
this comment was tantamount to saying that the Commmnistic systen was 
better then the Demecratic sistem. He contimied to quote "Sone in the 
United States believe we have over emphasized what might be called political 
or_ 03 rights denocrecy. Carried to the extreme this leads to anarchy", 
eee that the vice president was so thoretical and so 
ar ehead of the peortc in his thought that his comnents were no good, 
SITH seid thet Wallace is "a bad eze" and does not want the people to have 
: any rabber, In sneexing of current events S.ITH said that the Nazis have 
occupied all of Frence and sent troops to Tunisia eo that the Allied 
victory in Africa wes not as real as nad been supposed. S.ITH said thet 
even President Roosevelt werned ageinst undue ontimism, SMITH did not see 
Wwijiine Prenchnan was going to maxe then friends of tne Allied haticns. 
tated that the Allied Netions have taken a pase out of the 
ITE -azi book, which is not good for the United States because France may 
eee never forget this except for the Anglopnile Frenchnen. SAITH added "and 
Benge the Jews", 















ee ey 





CG cor: ided in SITH tnat he was representing conscientious objectors 
and complained that he wee running into meny problems since all the 
decisions were made against ccnscientious objectors, He admitted that in 
most ceses hisclients have no defense since tney admit not having 
reoorted for induction, which is an actual violation of the law, 


November 14, 1942 SiITH was visited vy 2 Flint, Michigan, 


former journalist in Washington, D. C. 


Detroit News cn November 22, 1942 which implicated HUBERTALUCHER ir the 
ectivities of the Free Romania Movement and quoted an adiission by HUBERT 
TICKER made on December 24, 1941 that LUCKER wes publicity agent for the 
Free Romania Movement, S.iITH was sorry about this because LUCKER was the 
rresident of the corporation committee for S<ITU's dummy corporation and 
SITY feared thet his numerous enemies of the newspaper world would strain 
3 noint to implicate S‘ITH in the Free Rananiea Movement since the three 
lesders of this mevement hed already been indicted in Detroit, Michigan, 
- ‘ITH even instructed HUBERT LUCER as to wnat enswer he should make 


S-ITH wes very mich perturbed over a newsnaper story thet epresred in the | 
hen interviewed ty agents of the Federel Burem of Investigation end told ' 
























which the Communist gloate adi 
laims that this conspirecy started in 1932 
oO promice 2 political body miling the world, SéITH toox 


Letter to the Director Res GERALD LY. AN KEXNETA SAITH 
dated Deceuber 1, 1942 IhTLRAL SECURTTY = C 
CUSTODIAL DeTaNTION; SEDITION 


LUCYER it would be all right for him to say that he had been precident of // 
S-ITH's corporation, but he did not know whetner he wes still consif-red as 
such, 


S.-ITH has boasted thet he has precticelly enninilated the Communist in 
Detroit, iichigan end that he actually received one hundred thousand vetes 

or. Noverber 3rd wren he ren for the office of United States Senator fea 
the State of Michigan; however, he claized that merous votes were stolen 
fron hin which reduced his officiel tctal to sonethirg near thirty thousand, 


In commenting on gesoline rationing, SITH seid thet he wes trying to defeat 
it by publicity in his magezine, but he fesred that the Jews would sein 
their point because they wake a business of going around and getting 
everything, 


S:ITH has hed mamerous conferences - ( end 
they heve mede a discovery of conspiracy which Leon Henderson and other 


New Deslers are engeged in in an effort to revamp Anericen democracy. He 
pointed out that Henry Wellece descrited this "new order"; that the new 
cerocracy after tnis war will be reither Ccnmmnism of the international 
sort or the democrecy of the old-feshioned Tsolationist sort. SITH has 
found so much to criticize in Henry wallecets speech that he cucted the 
entire sneech ir his magezine "The Cross and the Fle ae". 


S.ITH veremently cr yd enry Wallece, Henry sauce end Bruce Bleven 
ard pointed out to the issue of the "New Masses" megeczine 
over the Madison Squere Gerden rally. 






wes céleulated — 
the 
Economic Club for luncheon to hear a British spoxesman, mede 
a trip to Washington, D. C. to impart her discovery to merous congressren, 
SITH sent a telegram to Senator Robert Reynolds for her, Cn her return 

she stzted they nad contacted GA-ILTON FISH, Senator GchALD NYL, Congressman 
CLARL/ROFF-.AN and wes unable to meet Senater VAANDEBLAG because he had 

to ettend a meeting concerning the Porte Rican question and wanted to | 

mexe 7 stand egsinst HLL She was uneble also to see 

Congressman “OCDRIZF, also boasted that she spent considerable 
time with Conseresean : ES and discussed with him this Mew Deal 
corspiracy at length. ‘She Bhereused the opinion thet xARTIN DIzS had 
kmowledge of the conspiracy and knew that Leon Henderson was an advocate 

of the internetionsl theory, bat did not kmow just how ective Lenderson 

wes in edvocating it. 







i 






STITH has repeated his fears that the Republican party is toying with the 
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Letter to the Dircctor Re: GERALD LYMAN KEXNETH SMITH 
deted December 1, 1942 INTERNAL SECURITY ~ C : 
CUSTCDIAL DETIZITON; SEDITION ‘ 


ides of suggesting Wendell Wilke as its candidate for president in 1944, I 
SITH is obviously an archenemy of Wilke and for the policy for coopereting 
with the New Deal which he hes followed. 


Yours truly, 
‘a hart wo an” 


JOHN S. BUGAS tS 
Specisl Agent in Charge 
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"mei ae nem DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ; 
WBSESL:ECC "WASHINGTON, D.C. eed: 
16-28-48 _ December 9, 1%2, | gai ees 
is ete Ge iste ta 
\ i a) 9S 
as ae NEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 
, FEDERAL BURBAU OF INVESTIGATION 
; | Re: Gegald L, x Quttn, a 
i ThdLommittee of One p? 
a3 Miltion; ee 


Reference is made to the memorandum addressed to you 
by the Criminal Division under date of November 9, 1942, re- 
questing certain additional investigation in the above men- 


a tioned case. It is requested that this Division be furnished 
a such reports as may now be available in this matter, and that 
any additional reports be forwarded at the earliest possible 
date. 
fons ormation has been recedy ad. 



















this report 
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It is re at vou investigate the truth 
it is 


of 
tain 


Pe OUe eae” 

















d that this information be comminicated to the 
ion by December 15, 1942, 
eee 





Criminal Divis 
With reference to the Bureau report dated August 11, 
1942 at Detroit, Michigan, it is desired that you inform the | }70 


* ~3 Criminal Division, also by December 15, 19/2, nether 
mentioned therein would be availa 
s0, disclose the identity of such infore 


’ 
mant. If the testimony of this informant for any reason is 
not available, information is requested as to whether the 

. facts the knowledge of which is attributed to such informant 
in this report can be obtained from another source, 
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The same type of informa 


Decenber 15, 1942,. concerning a ay 
nention the Bureau's report dated May 23, at 
Detroit, Michigan. prev? 


The Department is in receipt of information that 
Huber lncker, mentioned in a number of Bureau reports 
originating in Detroit as financial manager of Smith, has 
broken off his association with the subject and is pres- 
ently established in Washington, D.C. It is requested 
that you check this information and endeavor to ascertain 
whether Lucker's relations with Smith continue cordial, 
without interviewing Lucker if there is any possibility that 
they do. 





Information has been received that the attorneys for - 
TIME and LIFE magazines, with offices in New York City, have 
complied a large file of information on Smith in which may 
be reflected facts which will interest this Division. It 
is requested that this file be secured or duplicated if it 
does exist and that any leads which may be indicated thereby 
be developed by investigation as soon as possible, 


Additional inforfation has been received in this of- 
fice that the law firm Yhouse, Grossman, Vorhaus and Helmey”™ 
of New York City handldd a law stit against Smith for some 
individual identified to the Cri 

anana King", and that 
ome other such functic 
formation about Smith which develo pf a result of this 
law suit that may not be available elsewhere, It is're- 
quested that this lead be developed and a report be sup= 
plied to the Criminal Division as soon as possible, 


Other information reaching this office is that dur 
the time Smith was established in New York one 
s desired brew 









Gass was intimately associated with him, 
\that you endeavor to ascertain the identity of this individual 


and the nature of her connection with the subject. 






It is also requested tha , mentioned 
on page 3 of the Bureau report dated May 28, » and page 10 bre 
of the Bureau report dated June 29, 1942, at Detroit, be inter- 
viewed to ascertain his knowledge of the affairs of the subject, 
particularly as concerns ors finances and any Axis or other sub- 
versive connections, 


¢ 


af 


vA “Respectfully, 


WENDELL BERGE, 
Assistant Attorney General, 











wrt ALL INFORMATION CONT NED 7 
oe HEREIN ( UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE__a/:n/e2_BYst.zeeo 

gh MEMORANDUM FOR ASSISTANT ATTORUNY 





RE: GERALD L. K. SMITH 
THE COMMITTEE OF ORE MILLION 
INTERNAL SECURITY ~ @ 
SEDI TION 


Refererce te made to your memorandum of Decender 9, 1942, relative 







oe to the ebove-captioned indi vidual. . 

sae Ae ——— 

hcg Concerning your inquiry as to information vhich eae b7— 
waar might de able to furnish in connection with thie case, I wish to advise 


rs * 


With reference to your question ae to whether there are any 















ee ee other persons who had his confidence in matters relating to Suith, I , 
eee ditieiiiee .; to the report submitted fa this case by Special cn | 
ae at Detroit, Hichigan, en December 11, 1942, a copy of which re= 

4 sent to the Division of Records under 1942, bie 
wu, oe ate As you will note from a review of Agent 
ae Geet, interviewed at the Detroit Field Division » during 
> = ‘= he course of which interview he purportedly 

“Mr im Ais possession as to Smith's activities. 








ere _ te quiry ae to the availability as a witness a 
| i of Bentioned in the report made in this case dy 
mo FB en at Detroit, Michigan, on August 11, 1942, you are bre 


advised that b70 









es not appear that the facts, the knowledge ef 
are attributed to this pareve ean be obtained from any other source. 


mentioned in Special Agen b7 
previously mentioned in thie 71) 
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. Hendon + you sre advised the ;A4mq, are presently being handled and 
. Kramer raspita.dner ans, available to you at a later date. 
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bate: Desemver 26,2963 ALL INFORM! ATION CONT? NE 
Tor HAO, Petrone 4°" HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ~ 
DAE an fen Bsn 


From: J. Edgar Hoover 2 Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation ~-=- 


Subject: GYRALD L. K. SMITE 
THE COMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION 
INTHERNAL SECURITY - G 
SEDI TION 


The Bureau is in receipt of a memorandum dated December 9, 1942, , 
from the Oriminal Division of the Department concerning this ennaeeys a 
in its pertinent portions is quoted as follews: . 


"The Department is in receipt of information that Hubert 
Lucker, mentioned in a nuxber of Bureau reports originating in 
Detroit as finmecial manager of Snith, has broken off his 
association with the subject and is presently established in 
Washington, D. Ce. It is requested that you check this information 
and endeavor to ascertain whether Lucker's relations with Ssith 
continue cordial, without interviewing Lucker if there ie any . 
possibility that they ee 


"Information has eed received that the attorneys for TIN 
and LIVE magazines, with offices in New York City, have compiled 
a large file of information on Saith in which aay be reflected 
facts which will interest thie Division. It is requested that this 
file be secured or duplicated if 1% does exist and that any leade 
which may be indicated thereby be developed by investigation as ner 
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. Glavin the law firm *House, Grossman, Vorhaus and Helmey'’ of New York City 
- Ladd____nandied a law suit against Smith for some individual 4 ay 
-Niehole ie : oo as The Banana King’, and that 7 
or some other such functionary in this law 
Traey firm has sone information about Smith which developed as a reeult 
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fine Saith vas established in New York on 
was intimately associated with him. It is desire you 
endeavor to ascertain the identity of this individual and the 


nature of her connection with the subject. 





| "It 1s aleo requested that menticned 
on page 3 of the Bureau report da » and page 10 


6 
ef the Bureau report dated June 29, 15942, at Detr 


Viewed to ascertain his knowledge of the affairs of 


o1%, ve inter 


bm 


the subject, 


particularly as concerns his finances and my Arie or other sub- 


versive connections," © 


Your further investigation ia this case should include the 


securing of theee 
Division. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


THiscaseoriciNATEDaT «<DRTROI?, MICHIGAN Milvaukee rieno. 100—4766 

























REPORT MADE AT . DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 
WHICH MADE 






MILWAUKER, WISCONSIN | 12/3/43 | 9/8,17,25/42 
TITLE =, , oO CHARACTER OF CASE 
GERALD LYN monrere’ force, aka Gerald L, K, Smith, INTERWAL SECURITY; 


alias Gerald L, X,“Schmidts _ | SEDITI 
| THES COMMITTEE OF ONE MC LLIGN 












Columbia County records \show QERALD\LNUN KRKETE SFE 
bers Pardeeville 2/27/98 oe Y TH, a traveling 


Salesman, and SARAH JAuk TH, both parente also said 
te have beea born in Wieconeia, Wo record of bith of 
SHITH'S eon from 1920 to 1924 at Viroqua, Wisconsia, 
Investigation to ebtain informatica concerning possible 
jfRtura of subject's wife and som to Viroqua made with 
tive results, 


Arr We ooR0me 


Report of Special t ae... at bIC 





Detroit, Michigan 8/36/42, 


ALPORIAGE, WISCOMSTB hte 


; | . 4 
ef the Registrar of Deeds Office made her b 
recorde available to the writer, and it was ascertained 
therefrom that Certificate Number 184 dated Margh 20, 
1896 at Pardeeville had been extered en the sounty 
recgdrds as certifying the birth of GERALD LYMAN KENNETH 


SHITE at Pardeeville en February 37, 1898, The parents 


were said to be LYMAN Y, SMITH, o traveling saleanan, 
end SARAH JANE SHITH, born Henthors, Father's birthe 
Place wes listed as Sugar Grove, Vernon County, Wiscone 
ein and the mother8s birthplace as Clayten, Pelk County, 
Wisconsin, The certificate was signed by 6 A, 
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100-4766 
MoD, Health Officer, and recorded by ip dg PORTER, Registrar on Jume 8, 
1898, 
AE VIROGUA, WISCONSIE | qY 
b yp 
| aaa Register of Deeds, Vernon County, 4" - 
searched his records cover @ period from 1920 to 1924 inclusive but 


could find no trace thereia of the record ef the birth ef any child by the 
name of SMITE whose father was named GERALD, sor could he find any child 
during that period whose name had been SORBISGE, ne. 

The following individuals, all ef whom attended 
high school with GERALD L, K, SMITH, were interviewed end, although\all ef 
these individuals mew that SMITH had married a girl dy the name of SORENSON 
after leaving Viroqua, none have any knowledge concerning SHITH'S family — 
affaire thereafter, er any subsequent return visit paid to Virequa by hia 
or any menber ef his family, ; 


SE 62 s010081v0 Service Lece) Board at pre 


Virogtas eo 
Office of the County Agricultural Agent at Viroqua, 
| on Main Street, Viroqua, 


r,t CS a ae ahtte = 
he vae sure ne 


| QE ac 6G that 

som of GERALD SHITH'S had registered at his Board, as he had resided in Viroqua 

all bie life and was personally acquainted with practically all of the regis- 

Srants in that area, WV 
\y 
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ne ; I wish to acknowledge receipt of your , ber 26, 1942, 


‘ with which you transmittec « document prepared by of Detroit, be 
: Michigen, relating to the activitics of Gercld L. ch you indicete f 
| was furnished you by a reprenent.tive of the publication yp? 








regarcing the activities of Smith. Althoush he indiceted be nopsessed 
ple information, he eonsistently refused to furnish any dsta of im 
portence on the grounds that to do so would involve persons in positions of 
daportance and would endanger his om personsl safety. : 






of interest to note thet 
ame to the Detroit, Michigan, office of t au a. 
€é Onsiderable length by Speci: Agent in Charee Toha Ss. 


eae - Bugas,. At thet tine! he furnished a qucntity of informstion in hie possession yp 
pwrich cuplic:.tes to some extent the dats euntained in the document you have mice 

: , ble to me. The information furnished our Detroit office by is in | g 

et e process of being typed and a copy of the Pedorb'received will aveile y 


, ante to the Department immediately eae hilaae i an fallen f 2 g / K- 


ee 

Concerning your request OS a7 an her 
ldomptete investigation of the ectivities of mga Le Ke’ Saith ie uotifies, I 
‘-wiehto ecvice thio Bureau his | been engeged in a ceteiled 


0 jis 
Saeaet or peetacsed muny months. A considerable minber of invcstigetive 
» Guntie pertixritt materiai! developer have been mace available ta_ 


see ndus to me, -Aated ys F 1942, Assistant Attorney 
yt hate H , :¥ 4 
Gs aabriaiee Toate 4. a : yal ‘3934 | ner = road ‘$ n 


a Nast § AON 
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Memorandum for the Attorney General | Ms 
Page 2 
General Wendell Berge advised that uhile sone of the statements of Sm 
tained in the meterial furnished bordered on sedition » suffiadent case ai 
Title $0, Section 33, Us 8. Code had not yet been made, Mr. Borge at thal? 

Vine requested that we continue our investigation of Saithts activities and “tein 
Copies of all speeches or writings acde by him, All of the material obtcined x, 


this connection to dete has been aude available by me to the Department and thie 
investigation 4s still in an active status, 


I would apprecicte your furnishing me any informetion in your possession 
or which can be obtained by you concerning the circumstances under which the 
document you furnished me was mide available to & representative of Pd. These 
Gata would be of considerable essistance in evaluating {nformation furnt shed by 

view of hic previous wnccoperative attitude as incicated hereinbefore. 


bye UD Respectfully, | 


JS Edcar Soovar 


John Edgor Hoover 
Director 
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Liki Bone Sc ee, SEs 
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. J. EDGAR HOOVER 


fi f N 
\ 





es Re:, The Attached Material on Gerald L. K. Smith. 
Bean dun Aino Daa 
oe | ; oe 
a The erial accompanying this memorandum was sub= 
=< mitted to me by¥FM. I assume that it supplements in part and 
‘ duplicates in part investigative information presently in 
i the Bureau files relating to Gerald L. Ke Smith. 


I would like to have a description from you of the 













2 material which you now have on Gerald L. K. Smith and your 
‘F conclusion as to whether or not a complete investigation of’ 
oe sr his activities is justified in view of the fact that it is 
felt by many reputable persons that he is a dangerous Fascist. 
ah I am advised that the Treasury Department has in- 
| re quired into the status of his taxes in connection with a 
“oe, possible complaint against him, and the Special War Policies 
{ Unit has considered his datements and publications for — 
a possible sedition. 
a 
. s The reliability of the individual who furnished the 
4 a a_/ information in this report has not been established. 
: be Eh Nae 
: ! 7 : 
| 2 r we an : . m Per wees ery 
i os Wow. Be au \ 


| 
Attorney General 
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ov into the circumstances under which a_re sen- 
‘ 4 acquired the document prepared aime 
of Detroit, Michigan, which the Attorney 
eneral recently sent you. 
\ The Attorney General is unable to give any infor- 





mation on the subject further than to say that somehow 
it got into the hands of the PM representative, who 
steers - doubted its authenticity, and, therefore, did nothing 
ee about it except to pass it along to the Attorney General. 





re Executive Assistant to 
the Attorney General 


is 


i | rycoxpun f+ ae ee | 


p: is lf B , 
; ys SEC 17 1942 
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DEC! acormrimen a 
Please be advised that the fo llovi ng additional 
formation has been received Or 
ceraLs- Sur's principal activity seems to be his 
expenditure of effort in an attempt to organize a third 
tial Election under the name of the celta Party". 
political party is being sponsored y by high cials 
bic 
FORD MOTOR COMPANY. 
—L£—<e 
ence that does not include fr. FORD." This statement was 
made to who was in New York making contacts 
j attend a conference. SIMITH has frequently praised an Edi- QUE 
torial in the Chicago Tribune concerning the possibility of b QO 
attract the dissentient members of the Democratic Party who ye 
object to ROOSEVELT'S New Deal policies and of the Republican t/ 
New Deal. wee a 
es Le Jot pi - 166 
and her husband, former. fr members. 
> aaa Washington, D. C., where she con various senators” afi by 
congressmen as reported in report of Special Agent 2 Te 


Dear Sir: Vb 
Nn 
whose identity 1s mown to 76 
2 
© political party which may particpate ,in the 1944 Presiden- 
This 
of the/{FORD MOTOR COMPANY, parcicuiarig| 
ny Ur. SMITH said, "There is no thought of a confer- 
1 ONY aN at the time of influential men who were to visit Detroit to 
a third party. It is planned that this political party will 
7 a 
7: Party who object to the WIEKIE policy of cooperating with aaa 
of the anertes rirse Comittee have very active in 
organizing this third party. has made a trip 139 
ANG, BUY dated December 1, 1942. KLeChLEL - 
j 
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TIE asics , 
cad PEM EY Cece i 
Brass: 798 3OG yoo 191 
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sects in 


leveland, Ohio, 
s be eved that he is 
former Postmaster General JAYES & ARLEY and THOMA: 


a 7 » 


_ support to this third party. / \ i 
STTH has had several lengthy conferences with 
and, according to Informant, is well satisfied with the pro- 
g 
On December 15, 1942 


gress that SMITH has been m 
pean to SMITH that she 
had a Christmas tree delivered to her by a man that went to school 


with HITLER, slept in the same bed with hin, a who Bne® GOERING. 


Che ent A thtae man wac a naintone that he had 
Wa OAR Vil FUER PEC Ch pO Ud 9 Waitey Li fb 


murals in the cathedral at Rome. 














? 
Bs 
o 
" 
es 
a 
t 
¢ 
f 
i 
¢ 
i 
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SMTTH has also been considerably troubled lately by an active 
investigation by Agents of the 2ureau of Internal Revenue, Department 
of the Treasurv, based on the alleged fraudulent income tax returns 
filed by SMITH. At present these investigators are interviewing STH 
and his employees from time to tire, and they are examining whatever __ 
books and records are offered to them by SLITH and his Manager, BERNARD 
“DOMAN. SMITH protested to a friend of his that he did never pet a 


rev te ee _— 2 Se a wee = hoe ie wee 6S hee 


‘cént that he did not report“nis income tax returns. SIMITH also said 


that Attorney Seneral FRANCIS SIDDL® and Director J. EDGAR HCOVER 
were friends of nis. 


Since this Treasury Departrent investigation has been in 
TH hes been contacted by a man who represents himself as 
ternal Revenue Bureau in Detroit, Michigan, 
ave discussed several political issues, 
including the poss y of forming a new political party for the 

Presidential Election. It has “been previously reported that 
mas was in contact with SLOTH during SMITH'S recent sena- 
torla 


campaioen. 












In discussing the political situation with 
SUITH said that there was a move on foot not only to nominate WITTE 
as the Republican candidate in 1944 but also to nominate him as the 
candidate for both parties. S‘ITH was violently opposed to such a 
proposition. Considering the possible officers of the Republican 
Party, STH said, "ALF LANDON would not be bad. He testified 
against lend-lease, and he is anti-war." 


SYITH is continuing to have frequent contact with feverend 
~ %. OLLING, who was reported to have been a close contact of ; 


~——, 
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\ 
Reverend GERALD BY NINROD, of “ligchita, Kansas, and whose picture has 
in’certain of ‘'VINROD'S publications. 


d 
wiii:.: informed that S’1TH some times supplies 
taater for his radio speeches. 


SMITH is also busily engaged in preparations for the insti- 
tution of a lawsuit againstic FADDEN PUBLICATIONS COMPANY, publishers 
of Liberty Magazine, and WALTEMQ/INCHELL for libel which arose out 
of statements printed in Liberty Magazine in the article, Americans 
we Can Do “lithout", by ALTER WINCHELL. S‘ITH was referréd to in this ~~ 
article as being with WILLIA! DUCLEYXPELLSY, and it was also 
stated that SMITH had been indicted for sedition. 





SMITH plans to claim $1,000,000.00 damages arising from 


this libel, and he may attribute his political failure largel this 
defamatory publicity. SHITH and his attorney, ve 
| not yet decided whether they will institute the laws n ted 


; States District Court at Detroit, Michigan by serving the local agent 
of Liberty Magazine or whether they will institute the suit in the 
United States District Court for the Eastern District of New York. 


SMITH and his ‘anager have complained about gasoline rationing 
as applying to their personal affairs, and BERNARD » his Manager, 
has already obtained a "3" gasoline ration certificate. STH is 
presently attempting, through his Manager, to obtain a "C" gasoline 
rationing book. Up to the present time STH has not yet been success- 
ful. : 


“rs. STH was contact December 5, 1942 by 
of Barrington, Illinois. made an appointment to ‘visit 5S 


on his next visit to Detro 










SYITH has been attempting to obtain a de ification 
under the Selective Service law t 
has attempted to contact he FORD 


: MPANY, in order to ge 
Draft Board establish essential nature of his work 
or the FORD '0TOR COMPANY. However, this contact was not made since 


was {11 of pneumonia. 
















7 Picea eae 





had dis- 
cussed with SMITH the recent arrest of STANLEY-NOVAK, ‘ichigan State 
boa Senator. SMITH commented that it seemed like ‘a funny time to arrest 
“iakir a Communist but he supposed that MOWAK was causing someone a lot of 
aR trouble. He said it would give the Reds something to have a lot of 


stated that 








me } 
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meetings about. SMITH also commented that the Government must have a 
good case against NOWAK because the Government is so pro-Comnunistic 
that a would not prosecute NOWAK unless they had to. SLOITH explained 





to that he had not been on the radio for three weeks, and he 
- WO go back onto the radio until the radio station would permit 
him to discuss controversial sub jects. baw 





Working with Reverend E. Jd. ROLLINGS, SMITH attempted to 
obtain small religious portraits which he planned to circulate to men. 
j in the armed forces, but he was unsuccessful due to priorities, and 
he found it impossible to obtain any suitable for his purpose. 


as (SI ES EE EE, , 
| pecen es ae TH has been per- 70 
Es turbed recently by the fac a son has left home and is attempt- 


ing to support himself by living in cheap hotels in Detroit, ‘Michigan. 


Se s SMITH was particularly worried over the fact that his son might become 
oul delinquent with his Local Draft Board and that would give SITH'S ene- 
wo mies an opportunity of criticizing SMITH. 


Yours truly, 


rhe of Bogue, 


JOHN S. BUGAS, SAC 
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Federal Burean of Investigattr * 


RAnited Ftates Department af Justice 


Washington, B. C. 
Detroit, Michigan 
December 18, 1942 


Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Tat. bk. FW. De cz 


Washington, 





GERALD L. K. SMITH 

INTERNAL SECURITY - G; 
CUSTODIAL DETENTION; | 
SEDITION. (Bureau file 62-43818) 


Re: 


Dear Sir: 


gent 


AK 


Re Oi 
since. “Michig an. On 


= dated Decenber stb 192, at D 
page of that report are portions of a radio Boacen made by 
GERALD SMITH on October 24, 1942. 


In this speech SMITH admitted having violated the 






e) 


\ 
Lo 
~ 
cS - S thirty-five miles per hour regulation to conserve rubber and 
= \% called it a"Bureaucratic lose-the-war ruling. He said further, 
= oh "y did this in order to dramatize to ny friends and to the 3 
pm 5 tt people of America how unsound many of our bureaucratic rulings 
=— — really are. He criticized this ruling since it was ‘suggested - 
cs by a Wall Street politician, BERNARD/BARUCH, handed dom by a 
are at = railroad President, and confirmed by a New Deal bureaucracy.” 
aoe 
fee & 5 SMITH further stated that this ruling would likely 
rr paralyze our whole transportation system and our whole eco~ 
Pao a nomic order. It would ruin churches and schools and practically 
[yon oie destroy the right of free assembly. . 
2 5 a It is suggested that the above criticism by SMITH be 
or ee considered in connection with the statute making it a violation 
0 ee as to incite any rebellion or insurrection against the authority 
of the United States or the laws thereof, quoted in the National 
Defense Manual, Section 3, Page 2. 
ae 
Yours truly OS I an 
fete Wt oe RLY 
ae, AS vA : : 
E. SOHN S. BUGAS, sack HEC glee, 
ay J a “tl secOnDM | a 
Ae oywy NDEXED di 1 | 
c-CopigS DESTR Mitl 3% Me — 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C, 


DEC 23 1942 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. J. EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVSSTIGATION 








Ree Gerald Le saith : 


Somaittes of fme 14114 ¢4n 





The Michigan General Election act, Act 351 of 1925, Part 5, 
Chapter II, Section 4 requires every candidate, within ten days after 
any primary election to file in the office of the county clerk of the 
county in which such candidate resides a statement of bis contributions 
and disbursements, the name of the person from whom received, etce It 
is reported that Gerald Le Ke Sith filed such a statemant in connection 
with the Michigan Republican Primary Election held in September, 19420 
Smith's last reported residence is 1753 Seyburn, Detroit, Michigan, 


and it is probable that his statement would be filed in the county en= 





bracing that areae It is requested that you procure and forward to 
this Unit a complete copy of any statement filed by Suith in this con- 
nection. . as 





aa Information at hand indicates that after his defeat in the- ~~ 
} Primary Election, Smith conducted a "sticker™ campaign in the general 

; election. It is further requested that you furnish a_summary-of any 

ye available information regarding this campaign, with special reference 

a - to any announcement by Swith subsequent to the Primary Election that 

» his candidacy would continues, and to any part taken by Smith or his 
associates in printing and distributing stickers. This information is 
desired in order to ascertain whether or not Smith was a feandidate® atth 


election within the meaning of the Federal Corrupt Practices Act of 1925.6 


If your files do not contain full information, \it is suggested 
_ that you institute an investigation along the lines set forth above. 

In this connection it is thought that stickers may ave beeg printed by 
the Merchant's Press, Detroit, operated by who has 
printed recent issues of The Cross and the ‘ appreciated 
if you will conduct this investigat as soon as practicable, as the 
Attorney General has expressedCan-interest in the matters 


RECORDED, — 
Rant 3 Yi (7 IL: 


men of a / ; 
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MEMORANDUM FOR 1h. LADD Mr. Harbo 

Mr. Quinn Tamm___ 


ny BO 
me / jy AN Re: GiRALD L. XK. SMITH Tele. Room 


ia pgeye fs z <p “Ser i ede siete ae nd see 










































Mr. Nease 





Miss Beahm 





Reference is made to the Attorney General's memorandum 
of October 25, 1942 in the above captioned matter, with which he 
submitzed certain material which he stated "was submitted to me by PM." 
It vas noted the first item among the material was a sworn statement by 

It will be recalled & LC Ducas, Detroit, interviewed 


« 
3 pert 





















1 FP a Beer Pai Bf 

time Mr. Bugas aavised me the results of the interview were being written h? 
up special and that the write-up along with the exhibits, etc., would be = 
sent in air mail special delivery within the next day or two. bID 





This material not having been received in the Bureau, I called 
the Detroit Field Office about the matter last night. This morning I , | z 
talked to Xe had checked into the matter in Mr. Bugas' absence 
and he advised me that the material had not been fully 2repared nor sub- gTe 
mitted. I advised him of the commmication from the Attorney General > 
end told him to get in touch with Mr. Bugas if necessary, put at any rate : 
to heave the material written up and submitted to the Bureau air mail 
special delivery so that it woutd be here on Monday morning, November 2, | 
194.2. He stated that this would be done. ; : 
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December 10, 1942 Osteen 
: . Coffey 
is Hendon 
cf Mr. Kramer 
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. LADD v4 Mr. McGuire 
‘ P : Mr. Barbo 
‘ Re: GERALD L. K- SMITH, was; et al; Me. Quion Tamm _ 
Sedition Tele. Room 


Mr, Nease 

Mr. C, E. Rhetts from Mr. Rowe's office in the Depertment miss Beahm 
was interviewed by me this morning by reference from your office. Wiss Gandy 
His call was primarily concerned with the captioned case which he 
stated had been given to him a few days ago by the Attorney General 
with instructions that he should go over it and see that if it deserved attention 
that such attention was properly directed. 














ay In discussing the case with Mr. Rhetts, it became immediately apparent 
a that he thought the Bureau had conducted a thorough and detailed investigation, 
. and although he did not say so, he evidenced an attitude somewhat critical in 


ace view of the fact that he had noted some items of informetion which had apparently 

; never been thoroughly run out. I asked him what material he had reviewed from 

the Bureau and he stated that he had the entire file from the Division of Records 
which consisted of twelve investigative reports prepared by the FBI, and on 

further questioning of him, it developed that this file did not contain any other 
serials of any kind. I therefore pointed out to Mr. Rhetts that in the first 
place, he obviously had only a very, incomplete portion of the communications which 
had gone back and forth between the’ Bureau and the Department, and in the second 
place, the FBI had never conducted an actual investigation of Gerald L. K. Smith 
since there had never been any specific allegation that he had violated a Federal 
law within the purview of the Bureau's jurisdiction, end the Department had failed 
in its various communications in answer to our inquiries to specifically request anj 
direct investigation. I suggested to him that he secure the various memoranda ©”. 
which had passed between the Department and the Bureau and go over them in that- 


regard. ar - 
! & recerpEn| £7 - 4 a i vA f 
He then inquired as to how he could secure tie full file singe he 










—_ 


; j apperently did not have it, and I suggested to him that he aa ingqui the 
= Criminal Division, the Special War Policies Unit, ‘and that h ‘eHoulg 1 up 

Sis 6. communications which had been addressed to the Attorney General an 

a Assistants to the Attorney General. He stated that he jhed had "sof ch che¢k— 
vi 4 


made" and that that means was apparently not going to a producti¢@)¥ He then 
requested that since the Bureau has a complete file I gend it to to revie 

and he would return it. I pointed out to him that the Bureau's files are open 
only to Bureau personnel directly charged with handling the cases in which 
they are involved, and that a Bureau file could not be shown to anyone 
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Memorandum for Mr. Ladd -#2< 


without the Director's personal approval. To assist him, I suggested that he 
might forward a memorandum to the Bureau listing all of the communications fron 
the Bureau which he had been able to locate and that we would then reply by 
advising him of the identities of those communications which were missing; 

that he could then call upon Mr. Smith or Mr. Berge to produce those which had 
a been sent in and he would thereby have the entire file. He stated that such an 
py Sigs at undertaking would undoubtedly considerably upset Mr. Smith and Mr. Berge, and 





= he doubted if it would have any profitable results, and he therefore requested 
at that the Bureau just send him copies of all its communications which his memorandum 
oe did not show he already had. I explained to him the work that would undoubtedly 


2 be involved on the Bureau's part in meking copies of all the communications 
eS available and pointed out it was the Department's responsibility to have the 
material since it had been sent to them, and that before copies of all the 
a anaes were sent, it was obviously the responsibility of the Department to try 
. o find the copies it already had. I told him that because of the Bureau's 
‘ désire, however, to cooperate in any manner possible, that if. finally the 
material could not be found, we would, of course, furnish copies. 
AOE Mr. Rhetts inguired about the material fumished y both to 
ae the Attorney General, which the latter sent to the Bureau recently, and to the 
Beet Detroit Field Office : a ge So He specifically requested that 
TG the material the Attorneé sent to the Bureau be returned or else qv 
copies of it be made evailable to him, and I advised him this would be done. Dd 
I also advised him that the material turned over by to the Detroit ¥ 


Office would be submitted in report form and forwarded to the Department early 
next week, 










Mr. Rhetts advised that after reviewing all the material in hand, he 
would advise the Bureau of any action desired by the Department. I again pointed 
out to him that the Bureau would be most appreciative if he would do this so that 

¢ we could be guided by the Department's desires. It is interesting to note in 
f 


yous 


this regard that Mr. Rhetts expressed the opinion that Gerald L. K. Smith "should 
be prosecuted," and I asked him under what theory of law. He stated that it 

is obvious Smith is very careful and that when he publishes any near seditious 
matter he at the same time "wraps himself in the American flaz'for protection. 

In answer to my incouiry, he conceded that Smith's utterances have been almost 
solely in the class of anti-Commmnist, anti-Administration and anti-Semitisn, 

but pointed out that this is good evidence that he possibly has Nazi connections. 







ACTION: I telephonic 9 
absence, spoke to SA I pointed out to him the inquiries and communications y 
directed to that office an effort to get from it a report on infor- 
metion. It was pointed out to him that two months have elapsed still 

no report has been received. was instructed to have this report prepared 


in detailed form and submitted to reach the Bureau by December 12, 1942. He 


ee the Detroit Field Office, and in SAC Bugas! 
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+ 


stated that he kner; the report was going to be rather Lengthy, but I pointed 
out to him that the Detroit Office had had two months and that it was being 


left to it to manage to get the report in now and to the Bureau in the next 
7 tivo days P) 
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There ttached hereto an October-November, 
1942, tssue of ath ross and the Flag.” The publishe 
ts Gerald L. KX. Sntth, ~~ 


This was forwarded to the Bureau by Congressman 
ouglas whose secretary called me about ft. : 





Respectfully, ) 
| ms 
‘ : Lie B. Ntchols. paar 
énclosure ‘| 
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November lst, 1942. 


ham beg Winchell, ALL INF ORMATION CONT AINED 
seed ole: Ye HEREIN nN UACLASSIF [ED 


Dear Mr. Winchell: DATE 12 fy (gx BY se-2a7 s/c 


Unless something happens to prevent my doing so, 
1 never miss your Sunday nights broadcast on the Radio, 
and enjoy them very much. Am gled thet we have at 
least one man who is not afaid to tell what he thinks 
against the Naxi and also ferretting out the slackers 
of our beloved America, and Naxisabatours, and hope that 
you will continue to do so, 


This letter has to do with one man speoially, one 
Gerald L. K,’Smith, one of the worst radicals we have 
to deal with, and who should be dealt with by the FBI 
as he is too radical to be safe. The writer has known 
this man for several years, while he was pastor of the 
second best Christian Church in the oity of Shreveport, 
Louisiane, and lived only a block from this church on 
Kings Highway, and went to hear him preach several time, 
as he was a sane man then, but he got mixed up with 
Huey P, Long, whom I also knew personally, and hia 
Share The Wealth, falacy, and this man Gereld L. Ke 
Smith so split and disrupted his congregation, that 
he was forced to resign and they made it so hot for hin, 
he left Shreveport, as fe seemed to have @ompletely lost 
his religion and no one had any more respect for hin, 


Note that he 18 now going to defy the officials in 
the speed ruling, and going to run his cer through the 
state of Michigan at rate of 35 to 75 miles per hour, 
which 1s the work of a warped mind and orazy man, and 
should he do so, or attempt to dose, I hope they will 
land him so far back in jail that he cannot get out for 
several years as a man of this calgber is not safe roaming 
around, 


Am writing you this letter to congratulate you on 
your courage, and hope that you will keep up the good 
work until abot the wndesitable Americans and enemy aliens 
have had to get out America as we do not need them here, 


Do not use my name if you use this letter, as it is 
seep are to you, and porous roomate! ee ee ee you 
are right what you say and th of hin, , 7 es 
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Character 
INTERNAL SECURITY — G. 
CUSTODI/L DETENTION 

SEDITION 


(GRAD LYka.N KENNETH SMITH with aliases Gerald 
‘L. Ke Smith, Gereld L. K.” Schmidt; 
THE-COMITTSE OF 1,000,000 


























Synopsis of facts: Interview withiiizs 
scribing SMITH'S contac 


a pany and other leading industria : - 
- financial arrangement described. de- 
. ; scribed SMITH'S “patriotic and anti~ ist — 


. activities as mere disguise for his desire to 
become powerful Fascist dictator of the United 
States. Only vague contacts with suspected German 
set forth. SMITH allied with WIPYROD as to ultimate 
Burpose. SMITH said to be secretly anti-Jewish and 
Bdmired Hitler's Mein Kampf. Confidential Informa 
advised SMITH wes: bitter over losing election for ad ; 
United Stetes Senate from state of Michigan, having 

_ yun as independent Republican. SMITH accused aa~ 

+  thorities of discrimination, SHIJTH maintaining ‘con- ‘ | ye 

tact with » Ford | yP 
Motor Comp s§ publicly threatened form- ae 
tion of third party to oppose New Deel and "i 
id 
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EXHIBIT 4 - An epplicent blenk to SMITH'S Committee of 


\ one 1,000,000. The explanatory matter reveals the hierarchy of the organization 
a with persons to be knowm es recruiters, key men, unit leaders end special 
Ee i o leaders, to be instructed by SMITH himself as national cheirman of the Com- 
ates KR mittee of 1,000,000. The scver principles of the Committee of 1,000,000 
: Gs were set forth in exactly the same form as SMITH used in his recent politi- 
- 38 cal cempgign, 






EXHIBIT 5 — 


570 


m2 


CONFIMENTIALS 








EXHIBIT & - 


EXHIDIT 





BXHIBIT 15 - A petition circuleted by SMITH to increase 
the minimum wage of American soldiers to $100 per month and to oppose the 
entrence of the United States into a foreign war. comment on b? i) 
this exhibit wes thet this sort of propaganda was circulated to the armed 
forces of the United Stetes. 









EXHIBIT 18 - 
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” 


that SMITH would expose HITLER, STALIN, BRODER and the KUHN conspiracy; 

(2) tie un between certain CIO leacers and the Nazi-Communist Party; (3) 

HITLER'S agents in Detroit, Michigan, and America; (4) STALIN'S agents in 
Detroit, Michi zan, and America; (5) Un-American provagenda in school, church 79 
and home, WHEE coments that one of the preliminary speakers on this 
program was the Negro employee of the Ford Motor Company, SILL-NO'ELL, 


Communist expert. 





EXYIBIT 20 - A petition circulated by the Netional ‘iork- 
ers Leapue calling for the imprisonment of FRANKLIN D. nOOSEVHLT. 


————_____= & 


a EXHIBIT 26 ~ A 100-page booklet entitled "Too Much ROOSE- 
} ViLT," copyright 1940 by GERALD L. K. SMITH, 










BN 





EXHISIT 27 = 





EXHIBIT 37 ~ Blank petition to Congress to continue the b70 
Dies Committee until 1942. commented thet this petition was cir- 


hee SOT 


culated OY OMLIN. 


be, 4 
a ee | EXHIBIT 29 - A hand bill which has been widely circulated 
P. outside meetings of SMITH'S Committee of 1,000,000 and the Netional Workers 
: League showing the betrayal of the gold standard by the Jewish snverpeviona®. 
bankers in connection with the Lease Lend ‘Bill H.R. 1776. 
pee: EXHIBIT 35 = 4 blank eatin ageinst the repeal of the 


Neutrality Act and against an elliance with Russia, circulated by SMITH, 


"tteched to this retition was a srecial notice that anvone send ing a done tion 


bee WS et We Wt kee LM em Va wes —_ ww Vee tA ew Wea Wo Laka weer HS Wea te 


with the petition “would receive a copy of LINCOLN'S Gettysburg Address, 


EXHIBIT £1 - 
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CO! TIA 
1a . EXHISIT 42 - A booklet entitled "The International Jew"! 
tre: published by the Klu Klux Klan, P. 0. Box 204, Atl4nta, Georgia, and orig- 
oy inally printed in HENRY FORD'S newspaper, the Dearbom Independent. 


EXHIBIT 43 + GoRALD SMITH'S press release of April 24, 
1942, announcing his candidacy for the United States Senate. This has prev- 
vo seersarany iously been reported, 


-3 





Liat by GERALD E. “INROD, On the back of the booklet is a photograph of Mrs. 
ee! SLIZABETH DILLINC, HARVEY SPRING.ER,GERALD JIFROD and &. J, ROLLINIS ell of 


| whom are orm contacts 5 bias L. K. SHITH, a 
selene. 7. 
Cae 












8 LAnIBIT 50 - f£ lapel button distributed at SMITH'S meet- 
} : ings reading: “Committee of 1,000,000. No foreign vars. 100 per month 
i. for USA sdldicrs." However, GED >: 24 out that inside this button 

. wes contained a smaller button with a capital A. This smaller button was 
the official emblem of the America First Committee. 






EXHIBIT 5 
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EXHIBIT 58 - One copy of April, 1942, issue of the Cross 
end the Flag. 


EXHIZIT 61 - 


oXHIBIT 69 - 
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EXSIBIT 105 - 





= SXHIBIT 124 - News letter of the National Workers League 
dated Kovember 25, 1941, referring to F. D. ROSENVELT and otter men of prom- 
inence with characteristic Jewish names. 


= DP 
vO sr? 125 - i > 


ELNIBIT 134 - A racio address entitled "yry is America 
Afraid?" delivered by GERALD SHITH in about 1934. The text of this message 
was that because of the fear of war and international c omplications and 
bureaucratic management all threatened by the New Deal Americans would have 
to fight to preserve cemocracy.. | 





returned to the Detroit 


| On October 15, 1912, 
i¢ld Office and was again interviewed by Special Agent in Charge JOHN S. 
BUGAS . age New: age ee 
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» Whose identity is known to L290 
the Bureau, advised that GERALD S} ad received over 120,000 votes in 

the primary campaign es Republican candidate for the nomination of United 

States Senator from the State of Michigan, and was greatly encouraged by 

the strength of his following, even though he failed to receive the Re- 
publican nomination. Consequently he announced his candidacy as an in- 
dependent Republican for the same office. 


In his campaign he bitterly criticized the Republican | 
candidate HOMER: FERGUSON, for having violated the constitution of the State 
of Michigan by running for a political office within one year of his 
tenure on tHe bench as Judge Wayne County Circuit Court. 


During t e campaign SMITH was in toueh. - 
with FY] probably but nothing of importance was “577 


transacted between them to owledge, * 







ae ‘On October 29, 1942, SMITH addressed a telegram to 

7 Senator VANDENBERG of Michigan as follows: "In fulfilling your respon- 

= sibility to the Party, be sure to take it easy, In your radio addresses 

3 your man is a flet tire. Sure to get whipped. You can't efford to hiteh 
your star to a sinker, Best regards." 


The day prior to this SMITH had commented in the presence 
of Informant that. Senator VANDENBERG wes a great American making a states- 
manlike defense of the two-party system, and SIOTH said he wes proud to be 
numbered among nee good friends, 


; “Informant also = RAID SMITH told | | 
' am: Detroit, Michigan, that of the Industrial 
Fra. ilding in which SMITH'S offices are located, has been'one of his 


sc loyel supporters, SMITH commented that the. capitalist system mede Amcrica LIC 
oa great and not any burceucretic or semi-Communistic subtraction from it. 
-SMITH seid that his cempaign was very effective in combating the New Deal 

tenet; that anyone like CLARE HOFFMAN or GERALD NYE who argued in favor 


of private ownership of pFoverty was e Nazi or 4 Fifth Columnist. 


GD farther reportca that for $2 
3 epproximately ten deys starting November 1, 1942, secs smn 
oe of Denver, Colorado, visited Detroit, Michigan, on on as an 


itinerant Baptist preacher, and communicated frequently with SMITH. | On bre 
several: occasions ae SMITH met in person and spoke about their 
mutual fricnds. 



















SiIt# adnittce to I of 7 
Jencsville, Wisconsin, that the only rezson he wes running in the. - 








we ; 
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scnatoriel race was to stay on the redio and keep his message before the 
people. 


On November 3, 1942, SMITH was sdeiwieeiy defeated in 
the election for United States Senator from Michigan, and the Republican 
candidate, H@ER FERGUSON, was elected. SMITH received only aporoxinately 
2 otes. After the results of the election were known, SMITH told 
ne: it would be inconsistent for him to criticize SMITH for bre 
running and to congratulate HAMILTON-FISH for his victory, SMITH stated 
privately that he was considering the institution of a lawsuit egainst 
WALTER WINCHELL and Liberty Magazine for libeling him by connecting him 
with WILLIAM DUDLEY-PELLEY and others and for stating that SMITH had been 
indicted for sedition, S¥ITH felt confident that no criminal prosecution 
a would be directed at him unless they would also get HAMILTON FISH, BURTON 
 % K. WHEELER, and others, SMITH predicted that even the Isolationists who 

3 were already under indictment would not be convicted. 



















ys - . 
ae SMITH made strenuous attempts, according to | 
gh a: obtain gopies of the book "Louisiana Hayride" and HEUY b70 
se ook, "Every Man a King," which he finally succeeded in obtaining. 
StITH commented to ve friend, according to eae | 
a thet 4f the Republicans would not do the right thing, the | 
people will want a Democratic President, but not a New Dealer. SKITH 
suggssted the possibility that he himself might actually become President 


of the United States. - 






November b70 
ll, 1942, SMITH discussed w an ettorney, the news- vie 
paper report of HENRY WALLACE'S speech before the Soviet-American Rally. 

SHITH quoted: "If Russie can continue for the next twenty years as well 

es in the past, she will surpass the United States," SmITH stated that 

this comment wes tantamount to saying that the Communistic system was 

better than the Democracy system. He continued to quote: "Some in the 

United States believe we have overemphasized what might be called 

political or Bill-of-Rights Democracy, Carried to the extreme, this 

leeds to anerchy." . . 


commented that the Vice President wes so } 
theoretical end so fer eheed of the people in his thought, thet his com- Ie 
- ments were no good, SMITH replicd: "WALLACE is a bad egg and does not. 
want the people to heve any rubber." In discussing current events, SMITH 
i seid that the Nazis heve occupied all of France and sent troops to Tunisa, 
bod so that the Allied victory in Africe wes not es real as hed bcen supposed, 
SKITH stated thet even President ROOSEVELT warned against undue optimism. 
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SHITH did not sec how killing Frenchmcn wes going to make them friends of 
the Allicd Nations. aw steted thet the Allied Nations hrve taken 
a pege out of the Nezi book, which is not good for the United States be~ — 

~ 4 cruse Francc may never forget this, except the Anglophile Frenchmen. SLITH ya. 
I added, "And the Jews," ateorncy MED cont aed in Smith th't he wes | 

ioe representing conscientious objectors, end complained thet he wes running 

into many problems since 211] court decisions were mede against conscientious 
objectors. He admitted thet in most cases his clients hrve no defense, 


Since they admitted not heving reported for induction, which was an actuel 
violetion of the lew, 








bie 


a -: Flint, Michigan, former journalist in Weshington, D.C,, conferred }7$§ 
with SI 


"ITH in Detroit, Michigan, on November l4, 1942. 









Informant reported that SMITH wes very much perturbed 
over e newspencr story thet eppesred in the Detroit News on November 22, 
1942, which implicated HUBERT LUCKER in the activities of the Free Romania 
ovement and quoted an admission by HUSERT LUCKER made on December 24, 
1941, that LUCKER was Publicity Agent for the Free Romania Movement. 
(Three leaders of the Free Romania Movement were indicted for having 
Raa tee violated the Foreign Agents! Registration Acts in Detroit, Michigan, on 
one November 17, 1942.) SMITH regretted this newspaper publicity because 
LUCKER was the President of the corporation, Federation of Americanization 
pode, of Michigan, Inc., a dummy corporation which was suopoSed to act as fiscal 
pee agent for SMITH. SMITH feared that his numerous enemies of the newspaper 
| world would strain a point to implicate SMITH in the Free Romania Movement. 
SMITH even instructed HUBERT LUCYER as to what answers he should make 
Yip. 5 when interviewed by Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and 
q told LUCKER it would be all right for him to say that he hed been Presi- 
we - dent of SMITH'S corporation, but that he did not know whether he was still 
considered as ‘such. 








SMITH boasted to a friend whom eae by, 

did not know that he had prectically annihilated the Communists in De- 
roit, Michigan, and that he actually received 100,000 votes on November | 

‘ 3 when he ran for the office of United States Senator from the State of 

, _ -Michigen. However, he claimed that numerous votes were stolen from. hin, 
_ which reduced his official total to something near 30,000. QiITH later 
exolained this small vote by the fact that people marking their ballot. at 

. the top "for straight Republican” and attempting to use the "GERALD L. K. 


mer 


: SMITH sticker, had their votes counted as straight Republican, and not 
for GERALD SMITH. 


OS f ting on gesoline rationing in the 
ee ae presence of seid that he was attempting to de- ‘7, 
Ps) ; feat the gesoline rationing program by adverse publicity in his magazine, 
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but he feared that the Jews would gain their point because "they make a 
business of going around and getting everything." 









SMITH had 
numerous confererieecS with ™Gormer members of 
the America First Committee, : thet they had made a dis- 
covery of a conspiracy which LEON, HENDERSON and other New Dealers were en- 
geged in, to the end of re-vamping American Democracy, SMITH agreed that 
HENRY *’ALLACE hed described this "new order;" that the new Democracy after 
this war will neither be Communism of the international sort nor the 
Democracy of the old fashioned Isolationist sort, SKITH said that he 
found so much to criticizes in HENRY-AWALLACE'S speech, that he quoted the 
entire speech in the October-November, 1942 issue of his magazine, "The 
Cross end the Flag." SMITH vehcmenhtly critigized HENRY “ALLACE, HENRY 
t®e issue of the 
rthe Medison . piv 
claimed that this 
an international v 


Accordi 























"New Masses" megezine in which the Communists 
Squere Rally at which HENRY WALLACE spoke,. 
conspiracy sterted in 1932 and was calculated 
nolitical body, ruling the world. SMITH Look | > the Economic 

Club for luncheon to hear a British spokcsmay,.. ‘Wimde 2 trip p79 
to Washington, D. C. to impart her discovery to wncrous Congressman, 

SMITH sent a telegram to ROBERT REYNOLDS, introducing her. On her return, 

she reported to SMITH that she had contacted HAMILTON ¥JSH, GERALD NYE, 

and Congressman CLARE HOFFMAN, She further reported that she was unable 

to meet Senator Vandenberg because he had to attend a meeting Conger ne 

the Porto Rican question, and wanted to make a statement age 
She was unable also to see Congressmen WOODRUFF, 
boasted that she spent considerable time with MARTIN DISS and discusse 
with him this New Deal conspiracy at length, She expressed her belicf 
that MARTIN DIES had knowledge of the conspiracy and knew that LEON 
HENDERSON was an advocate of the international theory, but DIES did not 
know just how active HENDERSON had been in advocating it, 










SMITH repeated his fear that the Republican Party 
wes toying with the idea of suggesting WENDELL WILLKIE as its candidate 
=o President tn 1944. 


Verbatim copies of SMITH'S radio addresses have been 
received in accordance with an arrangement previously reported. Under 
Burceu instructions, the matter of a purely political matter will not 
be revortcd, but of possible relevance to this investigation are the fol- — 
lowing ouctations from his recent radio eddresscd: 


October 11, 1942: 


"I find that this man who wants to go to the United 
States Senete, posing as 2 Republican, is and has been a high officiel 
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in an orgenization known as the Foreign Policy Association. The Forcign 
Policy Association is an orgenizetion which seeks to make the United 
Ststes pert of an international government. 


"It numbers among its sponsors thc most notorious and 
outspoken New Dealers, Communists, end Internationalists. Judge FERGUSON 
has been the regionel head of this Foreign Policy Associetion which among Me 
other things numbers emong its supporters the following: THORA MONT, MN 
(J, P.-+ORGAN partncr), HAROLD Js“LASKI, (notorious British Communist) > \* ee 
ELEANOR ROOSEVELT, WILLIAY ee HITE, uae President HENRY A,. WALLACE, Li ie 
and BRUCE BLIVEN. n" : 


"Je arc told within e few weeks we shall heve gasoline 
rationing. Tht means no visits, no pleasure trips. It mcens the camplcte 
collapse of the tourist industry. It means bankruptcy and hunger and 
privetion for thousends 2nd thousands of gzrages, filling stetions, store- 
kcepers, and associsted trades," ; 


fe ere told by the egents of the Governmcnt that there 
is no shortage of gesoline, Recently the big oil companies of Texas ap- 
plied to the Goverrment for the right to burn up thousands and thousands 
of gallons of surplus gzsolinc. We are told thet the gasoline rationing 
program is forecd upon us because of the automobile tire situation, end 
yet we see the whole rubber situction in the hands of a man they call the 
Rubber Czar-—-the Rubbcr Czar. 


ho is this Rubber Czar? He is the president of a 
railway corporetion; and when appointed, he used thesc words: 'I aad = 
nothing about rubber, but I am willing to take the job!" | 


me have every reeson to believe that the internetional : 
rubber monopoly end thc Wall Street trusts are determincd to prevent us 
from solving our automobile tirc problem, because if we get to the. place 
where we can make our own rubber out of farm crops cnd matcrial oil, it 
will destroy the great oriental Dutch and British rubber monopolics where 
millions of pounds of rubber hes been produced herctoforc in Java and on 
the Malay Peninsula, slave rubber." 

; "A certain set of Wall Street bankers and international 
financicrs would be perfectly willing to see us crawl on our stomachs to 
town if they could but preserve and save aeoes pRceyeue monopoly which 
brings to them one billion dollers per year 


In this spcech and in other speeches SMITH referred to 
the 35-milc an hour speed limit as a device of the New Dealcrs to slow . 
down the war effort when it is vitel to victory that it be speeded up. 
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SMITH also pointed out that people who use automobiles for transpcrtation 
could not expeet any mercy from the president of e railway corporetion 
controlled by the great benking interests of Wali Street. 


October 24, 1942: 








eee a 

es Wi "On last Thursday I drove to Kalamazoo, Michigan, at a 
ee regular rate of specd. I observed all the speed laws, but I ignored this 
ana bureaucratic lose=the-war ruling which would slow down our highway traffic 


to 35 miles per hour. On good, straight, paved roads I drove 40, 50, and 
60 miles per hour. 


“~~ J was not molested, I was not stopped, and at no time 
did I drive at an unsafe Speed. On the other hand 1 drove at what I call 
@ Win-the-war speed, I did this in order to dramatize to my friends ane 
to the people of America how unsound many of our bureaucratic rulings 


really arc. seceee” 


"Inasmuch as the suggestion to slow down to 35 miles an 
hour was handed down by a Wall Strcet politician, BERNARD BARUCH,and the 
rule was handed dow by a railroad president and confirmed by a New Deal 
bureaucrasy. it is not surprising to discover that this slow-down rule 
is likely to paralyze our whole transportation system and eventually our 
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ea "If this thing goes through, it will empty our churches; 
+ it will paralyze our educational system, It will isolate our country 

: peonle from their neighbors. It will almost destroy the right of free 

aa assembly because we will no longer be able to gather together in big meet- 


ane F ings r , : ; 
ci / 
Be ? 7 october 28, 1942: 


SMITH devoted this spcech to a criticism of the Anti- 
; Inflation Bill, which he characterized as an Anti-Fermer Bill promoted by 
ee BERNARD BARUCH, the fall Street financier, and embraced by the New Deal 
ofa Bureaucrats. He said it would create a food shortage and would throw 
15,000 farms into idleness in Texes alone. 


SMITH commented that the Ford Motor Company had an- 


founeed five months ego thet they could supply tires for all their men 
4f thaw manta ast the roansent anf the Genr = rmment . Although the Ford Votor 
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Company would not heve used en ounce of rubber or any critical war material, 
LEON HEMDERSON did not give his consent." 
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"Ya, the American people, will pay eny price in order 
to win this victory, but we will not become e generetion of hitchhikers 
in order to save the international rubber monopolics and the Standard Oil 

Compeny of New Jersey." 


"WR, HENRY “WALLACE, tha New Deal Vice President of the 
United States, in a spcech the other day in New York City, announced that 
he was opposed to developing the substitute rubber progrem in America, He 
even suggested thet any substitute rubber fectories developed here during © 
the war should be e destroyed efter the war, end wo should again buy our 
rubber from the Orient, which of course would be through the Dutch-Britis 
monopoly. 


"Just think of thet, Ladies and Gentlemen, the Vicc 
Prcsident of the United States against ths development of the substitute 
rubber industry in America. He said thet he wes afreid thet if we 
developed the rubber industry too well in America, it might bring on a 
third world wer. Thet'!s whet you call real internationalism. ...." 


mT want to say thet unless the tire situntion is solved, 
you workers end you fermers will be prisoners. Alrcoedy they're planning 

to freeze you on your jobs, which is nothing more or Icss then drafting 

you to a job so that you'll heve to work at the seme job whether you like 


it or not; and you'll heve to stay on the farm whether you like it or not. 


Mell, it may be necessary,to win the wer, but on top 
of that, if you can't oven teke a little drive eround the corner of heve 
to welk to work, or you heve to be imprisoned on your farm, ten below 
zero and only three tires--then.God seve us all." 


October 28 rnd 29, 1942: 
"If we hed spent our billions on an army and navy in- 


these boondoggling tricks, thsre mig might never heve been a Pearl 


Harbor, My position is elcar on international affairs, I believe that 
we should give 100% to the war cffort until the war is won, and then 
efter we heve whipped the enemy and gueranteed our own sefcty, we should 
build a hoop of militery stcel around America, bring our boys home from 
ths foreign bettlofieids, and then arm and fortify oursalvcs so mightily 
that there will never bs another Pearl Harbor and there will never be 
enother foreign wer," 

SMITH then commented that WILLKIE, WALLACE, and thd 
Foreign Policy Association wanted to build e world empire, a sort of 
"super-duper League of Nations," 


"I'm a George Yashington American, and I believe that 
fmerica should maintain her independence from the rest of the world, and 
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I do not wart to live under any world government where Chinamen, Rus- 
Sians, and Europeans are maxing rules for my people to obey." 


October 30, 1942: 


"This Anti-Farmer, $0-called Anti-Inflation Bill, 
really holds the price of ferm crops down below the cost of production. 
It will drive farm labor to the cities. It will throw thousands and 
thousands of farms into idleness; and unless something is done to correct. 
this evil law, it will produce a food shortage, the like of which this 
netion has never known. 





"Of course the bureeucrats want to hold the farmer 
down so thet he will heve to borrow money from the Government, and with 
these farm loans they hope to keep the farmers! vote in line. God save 
Americe from such chicenery." 


In this speech SMITH said three forces operrte on our 
Congress: 





l. ‘ell Street monopolies, 

2. New Deal Bureaucrats, 

3. 4& combination of pressure groups, organized lobbyists, 
and futhless men end women who will do enhything to ac- 
complish their ends," 





, which d@mbreced the post-war poicics es edvocated by" ENDELIL/JILLKIE, 
op DOROTHY THOMPSON, Rabbi STEPHEN /'TISE, ELEANOR ROOSEVELT, HENRY ‘IALLACE, 
‘ end many others of their ilk. These people are ell internstionealists. 
er They believe thet an independent America after this war will' be unable to 
a’ cope with the problems we will face," 


October 31, 1942: 


eas , He agein cammented on the Foreign Policy| Association 


SHITH quoted oe caution against the 
imminence dictatorship in America, He elso quoted the statement of 

the Sritie] Vniater of Supply Director General, Lieutenant General 

Sir WALTER WENNING, SMITH criticized Sir WALTER'S proposal of a 

British fmerican union after the war, and especially his statement:"We 

heve evolved to the point where no eccounts are kept. There is to be 

no more of the wretched business over how much money we British owe you 

or how meny dollers you owe us,” Sir “WALTER also advocated an international 
federation with a"combined Senate," 


SKITH criticized this international conspiracy vehemently. 
He sugpested that Lieutenant General Venning should be sent home immediately 


30 << 
CONF Pen 











= : 
« z ie 
foe " 








w 


i 
j 
j 





é 


« 


ce. vf 
ON } 
{ ee oo 4 + / 
t Beta Ww. Rage Bubb ees s | 


i. } 1 (Detroit file 62-1126) 


for using his high position to try to disrupt our form of government, He 
read this news story to remind his listeners that "a set of internationaliasts 
in England and /merica and China and Russia end elsewhere are attempting 

to destroy our identity as an independent nation and bring us into a state 

of interdependence," 


SMITH also stated: “But yesterday we learned what ob- 
viously was the reason for this failure of the Government to permit MR. 
FORD to use his own factory to make tires for the people, even though he 
said he could do it without using an ounce of rubber, Now here's the dis- 
petch: 


"tin arrangement has been reeched batween the United 
States Government and the Ford Motor Company, by which the Ford tire factory 
in River Rouge is to be nurchased by the Government and donated to Russia.' 


"Thus, Ladies and Gentlemen, you see MR. FORD was not 
given permit to make tires for you because the Government evidently was 


arranging to donate the factory to the Russians. But, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
T hold in mv hand 9 disnateh out of Washington and out of Akron. Ghio,. to 


PS ay eet OSA 4i4y 42TiLiss GF ah he ted Wwik Wel we Pelee lsd ie rk d Lae WK Oe sb4b6 Wwasg Weise w F 
the effect that the automobile industry itself in Akron is ready to furnish 
us all the tires we need if LEON HENDERSON will give them the go sign." 


November 1, 1942: 


Continuing to criticize Lieutenant General VENNING'S 
statenent, SIITH seid: "The very idea of any foreigner having the nerve 
to come to America and advoceting the abolition of our Senate after the 
wer; and the very idea of any Britisher or any Russian or any other 
foreigner suggesting that our United States Senete sit in London or Peris 
or Moscow es pert of a world senate to rule over our people! ‘God save 
Americe from such propaganda," 


",..If this proposal wes being made by 2n ordinery citizen 
or en ordinery vropapandist, it would be different, but it is being made 
by » high British officiel who rdmits in his speech in Yashington thet 
they've auit keeping books,end they just take our money,end no records ere 
being kent," . = 
SMITH repeated his argument about the Ford Rubber 
fectory being shinoed to Russia by the United States Government. 


November 2, 1942: 
"Americe is fecing a food shortage. We ere being ra- 


tioned on suger. We will soon be rationed on coffee; then comes meat, 
deiry products, and so forth," 
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In advocating thet eech-soldier be paid $50.00 in 
cash and $50.00 in bonds to be srved until their return, SMITH seid: 
When the war ends, these war fectories will close, and the boys will 
come home.. We shrll sce a period of unemployment, the like of which 
we heve never known, unless farsighted statesmanship takes command.... 
I am the man thet started the movement that got an increese in pay for 
your loved one in the Army, Nevy, and Marines, But if we go on just like 
we ere going on, your son will return from the Army pennilcss, 


"This must not be, The Communists end enemies of 
America sre elrerdy lying in wait for the hour when they can prey on the 
misery of the post-war period in an attempt to destroy the respect of our 
sons for the Americen form of government." 


SMITH again criticizes Lieutenant General Sir WALTER 
VENNINGS! public statement. 


He referred to the gasoline rationing program es a 
Wall Street trick. "They don't want us to meke rubber out of farm crops, 
which we could do, end they don't want us to make our tircs out of scrap 
rubber. They want to save that market for the big international rubber 
monopoly until efter the war.* 


November 2, 1942: 


In this spcech SMITH defended the two-party system and 
seid thet the Republican Perty under WENDELL WILLKIE betrayed its trust by 
olzdging loyal opposition and going over to New Deal bureaucrecy, ° 


November 2, 1942: 


"For many ycars the experts of international military 
affairs herve anticipatcd e Japanese threat. But even so, en administretion 
subscrvient to the rubber monopoly allowed us to subject ourselves to a raw 
materiel 12,000 miles eway. Now it has been discovered that we can make 
our rubber out of oil and ferm crops, It hes been discovered that we can 
meet our tire cmergency with the re-claiming of scrap. But even so, the 
regimentcrs call down upon us © program of privation end restraint in the 
form of rationing end slow-down, which promises to wreck our whole economy, 
which threatens to turn dynamic Detroit into a chaotic and industrial 
wreck, just because somabody wants to save a precious monopoly," 


November 15, 1942: 


SMITH announced thet he hed been on the radio one to 
seven times per wcek through the yeer and was consequently compelled to 
nieglect his good fricnds in other stetscs. He ennounced he would not be 
ahle to bruedcast over Redio Stetion WIR as continuously 2s before, since 
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he was going to concentrate his energics as ‘Editor of The Cross end the 
Fleg magazine. 


SKITH announced: "Every Congressman end Senator op~ 
posed by VALTER WINCHELL wes re=eleeted. Most of the Congressmen and 
Senetors who were vociferously supported by WINCHELL were defcated." 


SMITH stetcd thet the new Congress in Washington was a 
peoplets Congress because the propaganda of an organized group of Left 
“lingers with strong Communist leanings was repudicted. 


SHITH quoted et length from an cditoriel in ths Chicago 
Tribune, November 5, as the greatest statement concerning this sensational 
return to commonsense Americanism and the repudiation of the New Deal and 
Communists. 


"Our ncighbors, our sons, our loved ones ere on thirty- 
ons betticfields. Soms of us may not understand ell of the mysteries 
which produce this type of war, but regerdless of any opinions, pro or con, 
which we mey heve hed prior to Pearl Harbor, we ere all dctermined thet 
no stone shall be left unturned, nocessery to supply our men with food and 
raiment end shelter and instruments of defense end offensc, 


"How guilty would be our souls if we allowed our 
volitical opinions to in any wey affect our loyalty to Amcrica in this 
dark hour," - 


"The eliction on November 3 spelled one more thing. 
It scrved notice on Weshington thet we do not want this war being used as 
2 burecucratic instrument for the building of any political machine after 
this wer. The voice of the people cries out to those in charge of our 
Government a werning ageinst any and ell attcmpts to appropriatc patriotic 
loyalty to partisan politics. 


"It now becomes the duty of Amcricans to unite for 
victory." 


He commentcd on EARL BROYDER'S spcech in Detroit, 
scrving notice on Amrica thet victory can only be won by the Communist 
route. He continued: ce cannot win this war if we allow ourselves to be 
saten up and devoured from within by these negative forces, Attorney 
Generel BIDDLE hrs calicd for the deportetion of HARRY BRIDGES, the Come 
munist. He has celled for the duportation of the hved of the Communist 
Party of California, although WEYDELL WILLKIE hes come to the dcfense of 


the Reds, 
253 
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"This past w ok RNDELL WITLKIR atood before the 


Supreme Court and piceted for the Court to erent & Gdecis The which wold 
permis tis man to remain in America as a citizen, 


"All God fearing Americens who send their sons to 
the chill, bleak fortificetions of Iceland, all of us who wrapped our 


. sons in firs es they go out to defend our beses in Greenland, the 


American mothers and fethers whose sons now face the deadly pagan 

enemy on Africa's coest, ere determined thet while our loved ones die in 
the East end in the “est and in the North end in the South, end while our 
heroic 2nd beloved oncs wait through the long months in the prison camps 
of Tokyo, we shall not permit these advocates of destructive propaganda 
to cat out the vitals of our homelend by subversive and atheistic end 


unAmerican propegenda. 


"2 ere conscious of our responsibility to our Allies, 
The politics of Russia in no way effect our duty to keep faith in a 
militery elliance necessary to bring victory, but we do not want the 
volitics of Britain, ‘Te do not want the politics of Frence. We do not 
wont the oolitics of Germany. We do not went the politics of Russia, 
Ye do not want the oolitics of Chine; and we shell not interfere with 
their volitics. 


"We give our sons. We form our alliances, Ve make 
our sacrifices. “le press towsrd victory, but under God, during the wer, 
through the war, and efter the war, America shell remain, America," 


4s SMITH announced in this last radio address, his 


redio broedcests were discontinued by Radio Stction WIR aftcr the broadcast 
of November 15, 1942. 
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CI «: secontacted an: b7D 
reoort:d thet S.ITH was very much concerned about a rumor that WILLKIS 


was going to be nominat:d as a Presidential candidate of the Republican 
Party for the Prasidency in 1944, and that there wag even @ move on 

foot to make WILLKI3S the nominse for both parties. 5:.ITH believed that 
ALYR wD LALDON would be desirable as Secretary of the Republican Party, 
since he is anti-war and since he testified egainst the Lend-lease Bill. 
Informant stated that SiITH has been frequently contacting a Reverend 3. 





“', ROLLINGS who is affiliated with GcRALD '-INROD and is believed to be 


a pronagandist of that variety in the city of Detroit. 


Informant stated that S:ITH complained of the dis— 
erinin:tion that was voracticed azvainst hin when he ran for the office of 
United States Senator from the State of idichigan. He recounted the dif- 
ficulties that be had in running as a "sticker" candidate, especially in 
tha communities where the voting machines were used. S.uiITH vas rather 
dismayed over the small vote he obtainad and made accusations privately 
on several occasions tht there mist have been some vote stealing; however, 
S..ITH was inclinad not to ask for an official recount. S.ITH wes content 
that his supzort had srovad to be comoaratively strong and he believed 
his power as a nolitical figure vas established, 









S..ITH hes continued to contact b IW 
bi ferrsd with him a 

Informant believed 
tnat the ournose of the inte ys vas to arrange for the establishment b?9D 
of an indevendent third solitical party. The plans for this political 
oarty are still in the formative stage. 


S: ITH has discussed nlans with 4ttorney 


ay: a suit which he proposes to institute against WALT & WINCHELL 
an 8 


rty iagazine" for libel which damazed him in his recent political bac 
campatyn. The alleged libel consists of an article written by :ALT:R 

WINCHSLL and sublished in "Liberty uwavadine", entitled "Americans sie Can 

Do tithout". In this article S: iTH vas iescribed as being affiliated 

with «ILLIA. DUDL GY PSLLSY and others. The article also stated that SITH 

had recently been indicted for seditious utterances. It is presently 


a el aL & “TT? .. #% aoe me oh ia ee eet ee es aanwmrd ne - 


planned wna Si.1TH will Jvaru this lai SULT in the near iuvure by oC. Ving 
2 legal vorocass on the agent of "Liberty iagazine" in Detroit, »ichigan, . 
and will demand one million dollars damages. 


further informed that D7D 
S:‘ITH has been discussing his plans wit of Barrington, bre 


Tllinois. 


Concerning ths formation of an independent third 


cons 


95. 
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b7ec 





party S:.ITH has been working with of Cleveland, Ohio, 

who has b3en contacting key figures\in an attempt to form this party. 
Informant believed ut attempts werk being iade to interest former Post— 
master General, JA, iWraRL ZY, and TOCORCORAN in this proposition. 
Confidential Informant also advised that the investigation of S:iITH’'S 
income tax returns by agents of the a een of Treasury has been re—- 


sumed. 








advised that GIRALD L. 
ION and “until avproximate— 


K. S ATH, orsanizer of the CO.c.ITT .3 oF ONS .: 
has been supported 


ly one year ago »vublisher of ‘The Cross and the Flag! 
in his oro-Nazi work 














Y 
pi? 











was interviewed by Spec 


and he pearance carbon copies of two types 
e first, dated October 28, 19 and sumnarized in 


own language, vas an interv d with 
on October 28, 1942. as having 
sd with GwRALD L. x. S:ITA for two years between 1939 and 


1941 in a managerial ee ttc a 

















renort set stated he pay 
had been introduced to - K. S.ITH by fin August, 

1 made a seneaet for SnITH with and sapped Y 
in pigs of the Ford iotor Company, arranged for a weekly yp 


roadcast by G SRALD 3 The financial arrangement with Station 
wdR “as mada by who, acting for the Pord Hotor Comoany, 
guaranteed the payment of the bills for the radio tims. This arrangement | 











existed for over a y:ar, and the weekly payments of #375 wore paid in 
advance in lump sums approximating »3,000. Besides the Ford motor Company » 
other contributors to SiITH'S support were Bohn Aluminum and Brass Ccr- | 
noration, Briczs ianufacturing Company, The Otis Steel Company and 
Thompson Products. wane -: The Otis Steel Company contributed approx 
imately $500 ver week. .08t of the automobile company. ives in the 
city of Detroit also contributed to S iTH'S support. said he was 
unable to make any estimate at all of S.ITH'S receiots for the reason that 
he did not know how much money was taken in - and several 
professional solicitors aside from whatever S-;: ht have received 
himself. The solicitora operated on a twenty-five per cent commission, 


anil wil 









ed) 
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and averaged $5,0 


j connissions. Sie 
report thet during the 


stated to according to 

1940 Presidential campaign SMITH derived a considerable amount of money 
from the REPUBLICAN COMMITTZE and the ‘JILLKIE FOR PRESIDENT 
CLUBS. reported the Id him that all collections 
made at 'S public meetings and above some $250 for. expenses 


were retained by GERALD SMITH. 
The pemphlet "Too Much ROOSEVELT” was sold by 


_—— 


SMITH perhaps in the cuantity of hundreds of thousands at twenty~five 
cents per copy. These pamphlets cost SMITH seven or eight cents apiece, 


reportec th: t Qto1c nim thet he 
ae had accomoenied Sh Oh numerous speeking engegements made under 
the euspices of various trede orgenizetions, and SMITH'S compensation wes 
$150 to %200 per speech. elso seid SHITH end he campeigned for 


















BARL LONG, brother of HUE} " in Louisiane, end SMITH received $1500 
from LONG. further reported the believed SMITH filed 
two incone 2 between $7,000 end $7,500 







ax ret teting his income to 
per veer, vheren ll cstimeted his actuel income et least seven or 
eight times th-t amount. aaa report further ststed thet SMITH 
néintained four bank accounts 3 One ct tho Coumomveclth Bank in the 

of the FEDERATION OF 
> the second mrintaincd by 

ir the Detroit Bank; a third 
onc in <n unknown bank; «nd the 
the Detroit Bank. 



















gicesiar #1L collections thrt came in the mail in response 

: | to GERALD L. K. S'‘ITH'S eapeals were divided, Helf of them went into 

the sccond bank rccount dzscribed ebove, “nd the other half was rctaimd 

by SMITH as personal income and depositcd in either the third or fourth 

bank eccounts, elso suspcct:d tht SHITH maintain: d safety 

dcposit boxes in Detroit banks. a * not know of 2etions 
vernm 


>on SMITH and the Germen go nt or its cgents. 
eccording Sy revort, thet SKITH and 

hed relose rsl>tio ut he wis unfamilirr with eny 
errengemncnt betworn them. OD oi: th:t after the 1940 election he 
scvcred his conncetion with StiTH, bceuse his only purpose of effiliating 
himself with SMITH wes to do :s much go d «s he could for the REPUBLICAN 
PoETY« concluced his rcport by steting tht never kept 
any aecounts of tne money he reccived and wesunrble to lieke eny estimete; 
however, ho meinteincc thet SMITH w.s the sole beneficiary of all contri- 
butions. ; 





















The szicond typewritten report which igont QF ro- 
ceived tro wes in journclistic form and contained practically 
no mteriel of evidentiary value end no informtion rclevant to this in- 


vestigztion which h-s not been previously =cported. 






is 
a 


Y 
~ 37 ~ rae 


yl D 





Cor ke, ai 7 Tet, EER MN Ces SPs RON ctrN = 


Sy Ta TUNE 
% oh ie OO aaa 


so 7 CONFIDEAIAL 
(Detroit filc 62-1126) 
These reports ers being rstained in the files of 


the Detroit Ficld Office. This letter rcport cocs, however, contein a 
list of the mejor financial supporters of SHITH, who sre as follows: 
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New York City $18,000 







; New York City 3,000 
: New York City 2,500 


New York City 3,000 





New York City : 1,000 
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‘New York City 15,000 


vew York City 4,500 


- 





8,000 
2,500 
1,200 
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Niw York City $ 6 6©§80 
cw York City . 500 
‘ew York City : 350 
4cstehcstcr County, New York 3,500 


Ncw = ven 2,000 





New York City 2,000 








- on icw York (-mount unknown) 
a + . 

5 ieee ~ 

Ee (count unsnown) 


Contributions from Fo] of Pennsylvanir 
inclu’ sz: 





Long Island, Ncw York 5007 
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iit: y 
tel Amount - $10,000 


Govcrnor D/VsY'S politicrl camnaign, 
moncy paid to SMITH by FRANK POULSON, 
Chairmen of the OHIO ST..TE DEMOCR'TIC 
CORMITTEE end hiss MYRNA SMITH, Scerotery 





a to former Governor DAVEY, June, July, 
oo iugust, end Scptomb-r, 1938 $12,000 
3 


BRICKSR camoeign for Governor in Ohio; 

elso money reid by E. J, MILLER of the 

MANUFACTURERS! ..SSOCIATION end FRANK 

BOGGS, Stete Cheirman of OHIO REPUBLICAN 

COL} ITTEZ, September, October and Novem- 

ber, 1938 #~ 8,000 


Inesmuch ss there is no indication thrt these amounts 
of moncy werc paid to SMITH in violetion of any lw of the United States 
over which the Fedcrel Burcau of Investigation hrs primary , investiga- 
tive jurisdiction, no lc-ds sre being set forth to other field offieccs.with 
respect to these vpyments et this time, 





By letter datcd November 4, 1942, the Bureau trens- 
mitted to thc Detroit Ficld Office two photostetic copies of e document 
obteincd from the_f + Bete! = This document, 






prepercc by suet forth in 
dcteil his version of the ectivitics of GERsLD L. K. SVITH. «a cereful 
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revisw of this mtcricl has disclosed thet it is substantielly similar to 
ct forth previously in this report -s inform: tion given by 
to Spociel Agent in Charge JOHN S. BUGAS on Octobcr 9 and 






Conseoucntly, the metericl contained therein will be reported 
only to the cxtcnt thet it edces to or diffcrs from the informe tion re- 
portsd above. 
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ENCLOSURS 


One copy of the October-Novumber, 1942 issue of "The Cross and 


- PZNDING - 


CONFIMPWTIS 


«526 





Datroit File 62-1126 





CONFERNTIAL 
UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


THe N37? ORLEANS FIELD DIVISION: 





AT ALGIERS, esprit will ottonpt ‘to locate and inte 2rview 







bre 


s, finences, hie Pee and activitie 


aot THE DETROIT FIZLD DIVISION: 


: AT DETROIT, LICHIGAN , Will meintain contact with a 
ar ae and obtain copics of all propaganda for prompt transmittal] to the Bure 


~ PENDING - 
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he War Department, Office of ths Dirsctor, 
WSorvice Comaind, 808 Commomygaith Avenue, Bosten, 





we inland aac - segment. 
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BFRALD LYMAN KENNETH STH was “Gerald L. K. suith, Gerald 
L. K. Schmidt; THE COMMITTE OF 1 gD, 208 hoe 
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_—_ | BY SPECIAL MESSENOER 

oer ds a ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED < 
Cifice of frice Ad-inistration ; acre Mates pete creas 
Yeder:1 Office Building Number 1 7 DA BY SPLBIB [rns 
Second and D Streete, S. ¥. - oT gee ; 
Washington, D0. C. ; = 3 Lice 
‘tear kr. Brow: SO | i. = 

Thie Bureau has recently received inforcation froz.-a confidential 


source to the effect that one Bernard lomen of Detroit, Michigan, who is 
described as Qj business manager for Cerald L, K. Sith, also of DetroLt, 


recently secured a "8" gasoline ration book for Saith. 


Jp this connection I thought you should be advised that we have 
been further informed that Suith, during the course of a radio address given 
at detroit, Gichigan, on October 24, 1942, stated substantially as follows: 


Yeon “On last Thursday I drove to Kalamazoo, Wichigan, at a regular 
. Rate of speed. I observed all the speod lawa, but I ignored tis .. 
bureaucratic lose~the-war ruling which would alow dow our highway 
trarfio to 35 miles per hour. On good, straight, paved rosds I - 
drove 40, 50, and 60 miles per hour. a 
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BETS, “I was not molested. I was not stopped, and at no time did I 
yive at an unsafe speed. On the other hand I drove at what I eall 
.Win-the-war speed. JI did this in order to dramatize to wy friends 

{ to the people of America how unsound many of our bureaucratic _ 
ings really APO. osccrcce| . - 


_ “Inasmuch as the suggestion to slow down to 35 miles an hour | 
a handed dom by & Wall Street politician, Bernard Baruch, and the 
ale was handed dow: by @ railrosd president and confirned by a lew 
bal bureaucracy, it is not surprising to discover that this slow 
wen rule is likely to paralyze our whole transportation systez and ~ 
“ ataslly our whole edanoatc OFdP Te seeeane Po. 


ens 
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“Neue SI thie ting goes through, 1t will empty’ Gur, churches; tty” 


viyse our educational systex.It will feclate our gountry pec;ie * 
- their neighbors, It wi1]l alsost ‘aestroy -the right ef free °° * 0 
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Sincerely yours, 


John Edger Hoover 
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 gadth recently ought election to the United states Senate from 
State of Michigan and is sald to reside at nto? Seyburn Street, 
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Page Two 
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This Bureau has no information as to the eccuracy of the report 
"Doman secured a "5" gasoline ration book and, if he did, whether he 


However, ia view of the tenor of the above-quoted 
| berks I thonght that this instance should be called to your attention, 


: “ at 
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order to carry on a campaign against the commnists and the labor unions, 

he requested Si furnish him with some skillful investigators 
of comministic activities. stated that in response to this : 

 yrequeyt an investigator of t ervice Depertment by the name of ied 

s "loaned" to SMITH for his anti-comoaunist propaganda. 

ant said he was not aware of any other investigator that worked 

for S.,ITH except that it was possible that other investigators helped y 

out for b eriods. Gm: that while doing this work for 

S.TTH , wae: retained on the Ford ifotor Company payroll and he did 

not belie hat any compensation was obtained from SiLTH,. 

explained that the comon interest of SiO.TH and the Ford iiotor Uomp 

arose from the fact that both were interested in combating thm rising 

tide of communism among labor unions in the Detroit area, 















BIS POE. that MRS. GeralLD Le K. Su.tTH'S 
aiden name was SORzii. she 18 related in some way to CHARLES 

fox:s0s, Vice President and General iienager of the Ford Kotor Company. 
Informant stated he believes SLJTH is still working rather baa with 


the Ford Motor Company. 






rs se MS bated that he never had any indication 
that SHITH was a Nazi a-sent, a . sympathizer, or in any way connected bas 
with officials of the present Germ.n Government. He further assured that 
he was unaware of any foreign contacts that SUITH ever had. He stated 
that all of the accusations against SLisH ma ublic press and 
over the radio are unfounded in this recera. lila gested that 
the pressure for the investigation of S.AITH and the deSire to defame hin 
publicly did not come from the New Deal zdministration or the communists 
so much as it originated from the Jewish people and their organizations. 
In explaining this, stated that STITH is an intense jmerican 
nationalrst and the e are internationalists and, therefore, 
want to silence S.0TH. also submitted as an additional 
explanation that SuTTH'S motto "Christ First In America" and the nane 
agazine "The Cross and the Flag" are distasteful to Jews, | 
added, however, that a few rich Jews, such as the Detroi orney 
are friendly with STH in an effort to placate & man vhom 
ey tnink would be a dangerous enemy of all Jews if not befriended by 
So that although SuTuH's public statements ere very 
Close he knws thet S:iITH privately is entindewish. He is 
firmly convinced that the Bon good Jew is a aces Joe eet on. 
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of the feud between SLTH and the ROOSEVELT Administratimegoes back to the 
assassination of HUEY LONG in Louisiana because SITITH contends that some 

day he will inake public his proof that the assassination of HUY LONG wis 
plained in ivashington, D. C. stated that SUTTH'S genuine hatred bn 
for commnists was dased on wat they are against religion, our 

present form of government, an inde»endent United States of imerica and many 
other things that Sul stands for, 


oo eee that SLITH does not hesitate to publicize 
> ae the fact that the collidmsts are getting more and more power with the Federal 


Government, explained thet the communists have a photostetic cooy 
of a ¥2000 cne 4H but that they have been warned nott® publicize this ; ‘ 


es evidence bece ial the check was too "Influmté l in the Federal 
efi Government," ee to state that S.tlH'S backers are all b 
ths Ae the biggest men in Deiro e would not go in is phase of the in~ 
5 ene Cee : vestigation witnout soecific authority from eon 


hen questioned concerning 

any Fascist tendencies that S.ullH may have stated that it is very possible 
Ce ee that SLQTH is a Fascist because of his exverience in the southern states. 
Bane | Ye said that even in Germeny the suppression of the Jews is no greater than 
the suppression of the nezrces in the southern stetes. Ee also stated that pA 
other factors would indicate that SUTIN can very possibly bec Fascist are ok 
his intense hatred for communists, for Jewish people, this egotistical end 
dictatorial desires and his lust for power, Hovever, stated tuat | 
Cane: he had never heard SiT'TH meke any admissions that vou : 
Ss believe that S.ITH would want to lead a Fascist revolution in the Unt 

























States, 


aaa that he had no hesitency in saying 
; that GLRALD WINROD of Uicnite, Kansas 1s one of the most dangerous Fascists 


in the United States and he elso knows that STH has had contactswith wWIiEoD. 
Sereeeeee tebe However, he was unable to state the extent or the connection of these contacts, 


Nee 
j 


diana and went to Louisiana 
2 elr contact-was broken for a period of several years. The next tine 
ee: CwiTK wes when S..TH was caupaigning for Dr. TOWNSZND and his bt uv 
ical party in 1936 in Des ioines, Iowa. explainedc that 
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during this period he himself was engaged in writing for ‘GERALD VLNOD'S 
magazine "The Defender.* 









In 1939 rhen 

GERALD SiIi'S radio broadcast. 
and S.7TH came to visit 
come to Detroit 

au he wes setting out. 


wT Pam a speci Pin Fake hat) shar ate 


2 
capacity for a specific sum of money. 
io 


office in the pagustris. in Kd 


came to Michigan he heard 

the broadcast he called Sul 

SEITH proposed that 

mon some anti-comaunist puolications 

agreed to work for S.ITH in an editorial 
=a, 


AnsttaAn ¢hat hoa want ta 
VEL Vila 110 Woe VA 









pf " for the later vamphlet 
entitled "Too } Much t," but at that time an argument arose between 
S..ITH and him over compensation ini 

= the period of time that he 


eae said that d 
assisted STH he Boseee he poserved thet was SATTH'S closest associate. 
He said trot deena: vas Galins principal collector but SiTiH never 7 


confided in one the amount of money that was collected, seid that 
S.LVH had two orincipal sources of infornnation which he used In Mis publica- 
tions, First, he was anerdent newsveper clipper and he filed avay under 

carefully selected classifications all the clit ings that he took from news-= 


beperss secondly, he obtained the services of the Ford Motor Company's 


near nee is investigators to obtain anti~commnistic materia jef of these Ford 
; wotor Company investigators vas ap seid that in 
his opinion imeceh of S..iTitS recent writing 1s grea Seditious because of 
the utter melice he bears for the present United States Government and also. 
for his subtic but,nevertheless, bitter anti-semitism. He said that in 
his opinion, Si:liH uses all the Nazi propaganda devices for causing dis- 
unity amonz a people wiom the Nazis had aimed to conquer. 





















“ 








said that he knovrs S.TTH has nad some contact 
en S.ITH was in New York, according to 

the German Consul in New York City 

ess sums his services as an 


offered S.ITH practically Jim 
outlet for world propecanda. ‘SiilTH told that he had to refuse 


his offer, pees *'°° stated that STITH had told him tha Sa aed 
ezoti with 5..1TH in an attenpt to mike S::ITH become active in 
S Orcanization. S..1TH wassomevhat interested in this offer but eventually 


s to be the attraction ani SiilTH merely the 
at S:OTH admitted to him after coming to Detroit 


with the Germen Gov 
SZITR'S om admission to 











turned it down because 
mouthpiece, He also s 
thet he had been offered $1,000,000 by HENRY FORD df SMITH would make his 

propagande anti-Jewish, ae: that he did not know if this last boast 
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of S.ITH'S was sincere, . 

| as ae: that SKIH advised him in 1933 to get 
in touch with fk DLEY PELLEY who ganizing a Silver Shirts 
Fascists Movement in the United States, ie: that he wrote to 
-PSLLZY and in his reply letter PELLEY sate at DR. AND whS. S:.TiH had 


been j gaining for six weeks at Ashvil rth Carolina amhad recommended 
es a desirable member. 
e rea is letter many times and 


said that he and his 

urned the letter vith all the 
4 propaganda material which had been received from PHLLEY because they had 
: no syilpathy with what appeared to be a revival of the KU-KLUX KLAN. 


— ; | :  scamceremcin yee that as far as he knows S:QTH had 
2 os little contact with wid. STH DILL“™NG. He stated that ple believed 
| g close conjunction with REV. GZRALD BA. INROD 





















ee 


“In December, 1941, GERALD WINROD had a series of lectures at 

ristien Temple ntire week at Pontiac, Kichican, which is 
| emweard ovn Churcn. aid thet during that week S.TIH made 47 

recucnt contacts with NEOs aid he believed REV. n{ 
a. Be VINROD was a Faseist because vhen ne returne rom Germny in 1936 he bD 
nanan = was higal imentary of the chan es that ADOLPH HIIL&n effected in 

: Germany. weiiie:..:-. that SLOITH was almost always egotistical 
and apperently this egotism manifested itself in a lust for political 

power due to SITE'S long association with HUSY LONG. 


ae: that Si 
and as a vossible basis ior this prejudice, 


2 said that DR. 
MZISS who assassinated HUZY LONG in the presence of 3..TH was probably 


Jewish. He said LONG'S assassination was responsjbl SulTH'S hatred 
ee for the Roosevelt administration. In conclusion, summarized 
a that SuiTH definitely has Fascist inclinations and 1s an exceptionally 


Bs fot) shrewd man, which would make S.ilTH @ dangerous candidate for Fascist 
a leadership in the United States, 


os : b7p 
| ee «:: that he has not been 
= in touch with Si:TTH since 1940 but prior hat time he had noticed 


= oy from S.ITH'S radio speeches and private utterances that he was strongly 























ntly anti-Jewish 
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against Roosevelt, communistsand CIO. He was very much in favor of oe 
GSRALD WINROD ane Congressman MARVIN DIGs. stated that in p7¥ 
his opinion Sifl7TH was not sincere in any of parent com ictions | 







. but would arsue in favor of any movement if it. were "e profitable. 









At Detroit, Michigan: 
. ee Ea Te re a a Detroil 
made availzble to the writer a file of correspondence that he had he 
with SuJTH. A letter dsted October 1, 1941, from S.AITH to bre 
was to the following effect: bir 






Ween: me that you or your friends were J 
avprehensive con £ my attitude toward the Jews. That attitude 0? 
is nov. the same as I outlined it in documents which I previously wrote 

to you. The tide of anti-semitism is rising in both houses of Congress 

and in the minds of ordinarily temperate-minded citizens. The frequent 
smears against VHEULER, NYE, LINDSERGH, CLARK, WOOD and all known non- 
interventionists create undercurrents of resentment which are express- 


+i q a Sa 34! = 
ing themselves in many different fomns including enti-semitism. I 


warned Jewish leaders five years ago not to "sive the works" to suspected 
anti-scmites as they gave it to me in 1976. Tn two larce mass meetings 
recently, I have endorsed LIMDELNCH. “Any intelligent obs:rver knows 

thet his Des iioines speech was not anti~semitic. He merely named tnree 
of the four croups whose so-called official organizations are constantly 
plugging for war." 


"Tf American citizens like yourself do not want the 
Jewish people to take their snare of the blame for pro war propaganda, 
then you should devise weys and means for directing, awieting or take 
the blame - for shutting up such edversaries as are constantly being 
elevated to positions of high authority wnere they act as spokesien of 
American Jewry." 


WULTNDBERGH in naming the three most persistent non- 
interventionists overlooked one, namely the Commnist Party, wnich has 
nov; become tne fair-heired mistress cloistered in the wing of the New 
Deal Dynasty..." 


"Now I ask you to put yourself in my position. I 
dontt know of one single elected Jewish leader that has been officially 
my Sincere friend within the last five years. Occasionally I nave been 
the recipient of a kind word or two from someone like yourself, and, of 
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course, the SOKOLSKY article (GE0=GE SOXOLSKY article in the Nev York 
Forum) was sabotage. The 'war mrty!' hes arranged to give me "the 
works." These men who are being smeared are m; friends. They are not 
anti-semitic. They are goal Americans and they represent eighty per 
cent of the american people." "Your Jewish leaders in Washington, D. C, 
said the only thing that would save America would be some means of 
silencing by imprisonnent or otherwise such obstructionists as GluRALD 
SiilTH eeeePractically every good American I know on this side of the 
fight feels like a martyr and I know many who will gladly accept in - 
prisonment rather than to surrender their liberty to this set of thieves 
and Benedict sarnolds now running our Government...." 

"ije believe in the constitution and when the elected 
representatives of the people declare war, we will be in the front line 
of service and sacrifice to help win it but we don't propose to be 
solicited by tnese fire side methods being emoloved by our President 
who remains the demicozgue. It will take more than a fire-side chat to 
mane us peieve thet the Panama flag is the American flag." 


Wie are not only ready to sunport national defense but 
we velieve that when our President and his henchmen trap us throuch 
coersive methods and petty practices into giving away our materials which 
we need for national defense to foreign countries, he not only menances 
our safety but commits tre2son against our people...." 


“This letter is not confidential and you may show it 
to any one who has enough sense to recognize honesty when they see it," 


Other letters in aay file wre as follows: 


April 25, 1942, GERsLD SMITH to JOHN S. K'IGHT, Editor 
Detroit Free Press objecting to the headline that "Reds and Jews are 
Trying to Shield REV, FATHIR CUARLES &. COUGHLIN." SOUTH seid that the 
quotation was inadequate because S..ITH never mentioned the wrd "Jews," 


Letter dated Wey if lke, JOAN 3 (KUTCH? admitted that 
his copy desk changed the words "Reds" and "Christ Killers" to "Reds" and 
“Jews." KUICHT dented thet there was any libelous misstatement therein. 


Letter dated May 5, 1942, from SXITH to with 
a copy of KNISHT'S ldter which he terned a seandalous admission. S ITH 
stated thet he never introduced the Jevish issue but that it mizht be 
possible for a fair minded person to decide whether 3.2 7H'S defense of 
ClUIGILIN indiczted that 5 TiH wes anti-semitic. S.TIH notedaon the Lottom 
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of this letter that in his interview with JOHN S. KNISHT, KNISHT admitted 
to him the terms "Christ Killers" and "Jews" were synonymous, . 


estimated that SSITH'S office expense was 
approximately { [100 per week for employees and about $15 a day for vostage, 
He said that as far as he knew the corporation with which SsIfn hed b 
organized was serving no purpose whatsoever since all the money came in 
to SiITH and all correspondence went out over his signature, ed 
submitted a copy of a letter dated April 10, 1942, which clearly 
shows that S.ITH was then engaged in the free distribution of the booklet 


entitled "A Hoop of Steel," 


by 


by Special cont accountant, 
of the account of 2006 Incustriel Bank building in the bi 


Industrial Bank, Detroit, uichigan, revezled nothing of significance to 
this investigation. 
















stated that S..ITH made his 


first radio speeches in Detroit, “ichigan, over Radio Station -aYzZ each 4.9, 


Sunday in April 1939. Since May, 1939, practically without interruvtion, 
he has méde radio speeches each Sundey evening over radio station iWJR. 
He also ettempted to have his speeches transleted into the Polish 
language and broadcast over Station “wJuK but this proved unsuccessrul 
since his doctrines had no appeal to the large Polish Catholic comunity 
in Hamtramck, iiichigan. 











i 
When STH came to Detroit he waseuploying as his if 
Sarre Upon his arrival here, he became clo [ 


famed wt BL nd 


Office Manager Ez 
associated with w:o had been a close friend of 


and was able to Contact many influential persons on b ‘ +9 
me Sullh'S principal collector was and 
Salih were in continual disagreement and app not trus ly 


another very well, For he first few weeks S.tITH had only one girl working 
in his office taking cared the incoming mail, but after the first few 
b ests it came in so neavy that he had to enlarge his office. 

iy 22: that he weceints amounted to about $200 a week fo 
2 prolonzed period ofvime. However, this amount was insufficient to 
cover radio broadcastings and office exoenses and, therefore, it was 
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and 





necessary to have men lik | ee private individuals 
for contributions. Info stated t at one time was” 42 ae 
principally engaged in attacking commnist activities among Detroit 

labor unions and in doing so, sometimes sent his employees among the 
communists to pet samples of their literature. Besides his radio 

addresses, S.IiH spoke to various Chambers of Commerce, Religious 

Groups and Civic Clubs. During January, 1941, SITH was principally 

occupied in writing e pamphlet "lar Mongrels and the Trend of the Var." 

As was his custom, he did most of his work at home because He couldn't 


stand the noise of typnewriters and ot 


ct 


be WA NA Le ee MF SN Be ee et 


business offices, 


All the radio addresses had to be approved by the 
attorneys for Station VJR. S.UTH wes varticularly gnxious to have his 
speeches reviewed by one of the attorneys, a. After S.QTH'S 
copies were approved, SwITH would frequentl ate zrom the approved 
script oa the redio and this made it necessary ar the radio station to 
require S.ITH to put his speech on a transcrj vem -Kat dd 
broadcast was made by playing the record, ee 
said it was clear that SiITIY had an ote ener — ROOSuVaLT and 
he prede eeu ly hinted that ROOSSVELT'S associations plannedthe assassinetion 
of HUY LONG. He frequently tnreatened that some day he would. ick 
the nates of the conspiretors but has never yet done thst, De ak 
stated that S.TlH frewue.tl, argued in favor of or again 
proposals whenever it was profitable for him to do So. ee os 
recalled that SiTi1H argued against socialization of the medica Sro ession 
and at that time he sent out letters requesting financial assistance to 
every douior and dentist in the local telephone directory. In this regard, 
cae said thit S.IlTH always made a practice to steal the tele-~ 
phone directory from every city he visited so he coulduse the names and 


addresses to augment his coveted mailing list. 


ae ©: rely irst came to Detroit 
he was given considerable assistance by a who was head of a 


manufacturers group. He gave SLIITH mailing lists ; emoloyers and emplovees 








é 
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for different factories. At about the same time started to 
collaborate with SiIITH. SKITH moved his offices from the Detroit 


Hotel to the Industrial Bank Building. SMITH has been heard by 5 
to state that the youn iS who was landlord of the Tidus ean . 
Building was interested in nis work and furnished me offices at a 
very modest rent gnformant also states 
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the Foreign Affairs Committee of the United States Senate in hearings on the 
Lend-Lease Bill and SLITH wes extremely eloquent and almost cried when 
he made references to the late Senator HUSY LONG. S:STTH was secretely 

' chagrined when all the Senators refrained from questioning him with the 
exception of Senator BENNETT CHAP CLARK. 






that through the early part of S.Tin'sS 


areer in Detroit, wichifan, his chauffeur and valet was HiNLN "DUTCH" b 
AeexR. a that GRUNDMEYER hed known Su=TH when he 
was in Louis n eft SKITH on February 20, 1941, because he 
was disgusted with S.ITH'S hypocrisy. The informant stated that he beliews 
GRUNDL.L:YiRtS address is AlgiergLouisiana. 
eae On Marech2, 1942, SXITH called a meeting ofthe Comittee 
“yes SF of One illion at the Masonic Temple which was attended by Senator NY Z 
c and his wife, Labor Conciliator DEVcY and BBs: ‘zm The princivel Dy 
speaker was Senator NYE. 






Informant stated that when SliItH was in ‘iashington he 
cena ate at the Madrillon Restaurant, washington, D. C., and explained thet 
ar aes he was a close friend of the owner who financed GaicRaL FAANCO'S Fascist 
revolution in Spain. 


oe al ees that ever since SLOTH 
a arrived in Detroit he enjoye e cooperation of the Ford Motor Company; 


specifically he was furnished with ces of two investirators 
















NTE. of coumunist activities, named Bz... “gam and 

ee ore according to his own admission, was a former member o omminist Party 

ay > and boasted that his contacts wth the Communist Party made it easy for 

~ him to get infomation avout the Commnists! activities. ae: 
SiIT4'S principal source of information. He also frequen rought 


to SLITE'S office 3 x 5 cards on which were contained information about b 
eae commnists, These cards were referred to as the "Ford Company Red File." a 
Bex The informant said that aside from this material S:i[TH also rélied on 
newspaper clippings for his material. From these sources SiITH was able b 
to write two pamphlets entitled "Dangerous Enemies" and "Top Vi 
Ro t." These pamphlets were edited by SLTUH'S friend 
Near the conclusion of this work, hovever, also known 


as enzaged in an argument with o is compensation and took 
the erials he vas editing home to and refused to 
return them until he was paid. SLI‘ ecame excestionally angry and 


went up and sot the materials from 


ae «:: not know of any contact between b ar 
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. SITH and WINROD except to the extent that they exchanged publications and 
quoted from one another. 


: | stated that C.71H attempted to explain the 
accusation that he was one of PHLL=Y'S Silver Shirts. SLUO1H said that 
he and kiiS, SLOITH merely wrote to PSLLEY asking for some of his literature. 
When he received literature from PLLLCY the copies were serialized with 


numbers and since that time SLUTH'S enemies have referredt him as a ) 
member of PELLZY'S Silver Shirts and have stated thatte and his member- 
ship number correspond with the serial number on this serial, 


aa: thet S.ITH corresponded with URS. 
ELIZABSTH DILLING © acago, lilinois, and obtained a copy of her book 


"The Red Net work" from which he frequently borroved material for his 

own publications. SMITH sometimes commented that he regarded iS. DILLING 
as a deep student of the vicious comminist movement. He argued with 

her seriously one time over the payment of a quantity of books which he 
bought from RS, DILLING. 






As far as to 
ascertain, SuTTH did not have any contact wi Similarly, 
the informant was not awere of any contact SiJITH had had with officials 






of the German Government. Informant stated that SZITH had studied Le ¢ 
ADOLPH HITLE2'S "Wein Kampf" and comment j Ss a arvelous book 4 
and he advised other people to read it, i -.: unable to b 
elaborate on S.ITH'S conuent that it was a marvelous Dook and wuld not 


say whetner he agreed with its contents or merely marvelled at the 


fantasy of the writer. 
woli'S outstanding characteristics 
that his personality 
eeize power he would undoubtedly 





are his love for power and his egotism. 


ids such that if he had an opportunity to 
become dictator in the exercise of it. i: SLITH is b 
known to have preached against Jews and Negroes S many other elements 


which are advocated by Nazi propaganda. 







- Copies of radio speeches delivered by S.ITH over Radio 
Station JR were obtained through a source previously recorded and they 
are as follows: : 


"GERALD L. K. SIZITH 
Sunday, August 9, 1942 
nJk, Detroit 


"Good evening, ladies and gentlemen: 


es 
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"On last Thursday night I opened my upstate campaign for 


_ the United States Senate & Saginaw, Michigan. I spoke in the great Saginaw 


auditorium to a record-breaking crowd - more than two thousand people came 


out throuch a downpour of rain to join hands in this fight to put a fearless 


voice on the floor of the United States Senate. Loyal friends and workers 
attended this Rally from all over the state of Michigan. Som came over 
two hundred miles, Many could not come because of the automobile tire 
shortage, 


"This tire situation is really vbecoming serious. Churches 
are being hurt, business is being destroyed, war industry is being slowed 
dovn = and the tragic part of it all is that if we would take this auto- 
mobile tire situation out of the hands of the stupid boondogglers and 
the bureaucratic tyrants, we could begin to have tires without 60 days, 
millions of them py Christmas and tires for everybody by Haster - without 
in any way injuring the war effort. In fact, it would speed up war pro- 
duction, It would make the people happier. It would build morale. 


NAithoush it's too late to save the tourist industry 
this year, it would rive hope to the tourist industry of hichizén and 
elsewhere, on which they might build their plans for next year. 


"JT am going to speak all over the state of iichican, and 
before I close this address I am going to announce the names of many tovwns 
where I am going to speak. Get hold of a pencil right avay so you can 
write dovm the names of the towns in which you are interested and where 
you misht be able to attend a meeting. 


"Now, back tothe big Saginaw meeting. Toward the close 
of the Rally we unveiled the automobile made of substitute rubber and 
then, along with this tire, we showed the people who attended the Sazinaw 
Rally other exnibits of substitute rubber, JI demonstwited that tires 
could be made out of potatoes, wheat and corn, and so during this tire 
exhibit a corn farmer, a wheat famaer and a potato farmer came up and 
assisted in the cereuonies, 

"This tire which I exhibite Saginay, and other 
exhibits, will be exhibited wherever I speak inthis campaign, Whenever 
you hear I am going to speak near jour home, bring your friends to the 
meeting so you can see the kind of tires we could bezin to have in 60 days 
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if it wasn't for the conspirators, the politicians and the international 
monopolies, 


"Concerning this matter, the ussue of my campaign was 
raised by President Roosevelt when he vetoed the bill which had been 
passed by Congress authorizing the manufacture of rubber from farm 
crops. Why is Mr. Roosevelt opposed to making rubber out of farm 
crops? He says he has appointed a committee to investigate, but he knows 
that a committee of the United States Senate has been investigating for 
over six months and they have demonstrated that rubber can be made of 
oil, as well as potatoes, wheat and corn. 


"This past week, a meeting of the most eminent scientists 
in America was held in Peoria, Illinois. They announced that 7 pounds of 
rubber could be made from a bushel of wheat or a bushel of corn. The New 
Deal politicians say that we might run out of grain. This year they are 
destroying two million acres of wheat in Kansas alone. 


“Here is a very sensational Associated Press dispatch: 


ftWashington, Aug. 5. ~ C. R. Starmmes, of Gladewater, 
Texas, an independent oil operator, told the Senate Patents Committee 
today that there exists a conspiracy to prevent the development of 
synthetic rubber vitally delaying prosecution of the war effort. 


"tHe contented that the "conspiracy" was "managed by 
international cartels and patent pools" and said that he had discovered 
its existence during the past six months in attempting to "put six 
refineries to work producing aviation gasoline and synthetic rubber 
and other material vital to the war effort." 


ttAs he opened an outline of his charges, he declared 
that he intended to "mince no words" while "American boys are dying 
on the battlefields." 


"tHe said that the purpose of the obstruction to pro- 
duction of symthetic rubber was to "establish and maintain a monopoly 
in the United States and in the world" end "to drive out competition 
which might survive after the war.' 


"Now, who has been appointed to investigate rubber? 
A representative of the farmers? No. An elected representative of the 
people? No, On the same day that the President vetoed the bill to permit 
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the farmers to produce rubber from farm crops, he appointed Bernard Baruch, 


the wall Street banker, and President Conant of Harvard University. 


“Ladies and gentlemen, I repeat - unless this rubber 
Situation is taken out of the hands of the Wall Street Bankers and their 
friends and, unless we begin to permit the great chemists and scientists 
and manufacturers of America to solve our automobile tire problem, unless 
we do this and do it quickly, ladies anc gentlemen, we might lose this 


" War. 


"Hitler is using on all his war machinery the very kind 
of rubber which Mr. Roosevelt, by his veto, forbids us now to manufacture, 
Hitler has 36 thousand of these farm crop rubber factories in Germany and 
there are 30 thousand of them in Poland. . 


7 "Could it be that the great international monopolies are 
cutting the throats of the American farmers? Could it be that the inter- 


national financiers are trying to keep the farmer and the independent oil 
operator from sharing in this new one billion dollar industry? 


NAutomobile tires will solve the housing problem 90% 
If a man has tires, he can drive to work. He doesn't need to live right 
next to the factory. It will go a long way toward solving the farm problem 
because it will give an outlet for farm products when this war is over. 


Mow, I am going to visit many communities in Michigan - 
small towns, middle-size towns and large towns. I will speak in farm 
communities, on store porches, in the street - and if you hear that 1 am 
going to speak in your torn and you are my friend, kindly arrive a little 
early so that you can help in any way that is need__ to make arrangements 
for the meeting. 


Mow, I repeat, I am going to bring this automobile tire 
exhibit with me to every meeting I address, Every person who attends one 
of my meetings will get a chance to see the kind of a tire you and others 
could have in sixty days, if we could either smoke out or fire the bureaucrats 
that are holding back the wheels of progress. 


"Now, listen very carefully, while I tell you where I am 
going to speak in the next few days. Don't try to write down the names of 
all the toms. dust write dow the names of the towns that interest you 


and be sure that you get the time correctly. 


-~1kh- 














"This coming Tuesday, August 11 - St. Louis, Michigan, 
at 10:00 in the morning, Alma at noon, Chesaning at 3:00 pom St. Charles 
at 7:00 p.m. and Vassar at 8:30 p.m. Then on this coming Thursday, August 
13, 1 will speak at St. Jolms at 10:00 in the morning, Grand Ledge et — 
12:3, Charlotte at 3:00 p.m., Eaton Rapids at 5:00 p.m., Mason at 7:00 
pem, and Williamston at 9:00 p.m, Then on this coming Friday night, there 
will be a big rally in Lansing at the Pruden Auditorium. That's the big 
auditorium in Lansing. I repeat, a great big rally at Lansing, Michigan 
at the Pruden Auditorium this coming Friday night. And on this coming 
Saturday night we will have a big rally at Sancusky, Michigan. 


"Now, I remind you again that at sach one of these meetings 
we will exhibit tires madeof substitute rubber which could have been in 
production six months ago and which we should be having right now. 


"A few weeks ago when I announced for the Senate and 
wrote down as one of the 1, planks in my platform - Tires for Everybody - 
they called mea rabble rouser, a lunatic and a demagogue. But, todey, the 
greatest scientists and industrial statemen of the nation agree that I 
speak the truth. 


: "Another plank in my platform is $100 per month for every 
soldier, sailor and marine. I was the first man to appear before any 


Con:ress committee and ask for an increase in pay for the men of the 
We fancht far S10 ard ant EEN $ 


awe NAT malranea 


armed services, veer 2OURIL 1OP oavy ENG ZOU gov. We are paying the makers 
of guns $10.00 a day. Why shouldn't we pay the gun shooters at least $100 
& month? We could make arrangements for them to save $50 a month so that 
when they got out of the Army they would have one or two thousand dollars 
on hand and it wouldn't be like last time when the poor soldier boys were 
mustered out into unemployment and poverty. 


"The great audience at Saginaw in our opening rally endorsed 
100% my crusading platform, which is as follows: 1. 100% support of the 
war effort. 2. $100 per month for every man in the armed services, 3. 
Tires for everybody. 4 Free speech and free press for all good Americans, 
including Father Charles E. Coughlin. 5. A square deal for the Townsend 
Plan. 6. America First in War and Peace. 7. Build a hoop of military 


steel around America after this war which will guarantee protection from 
4nvasion and make it unnecessary to wage future wars of aggression. &. 

I am reconsecrated to the 7 basic principles of the Committee of 1,000,000. 
9. A farm program based on the teachings of the Holy Bible. 10. Fight 
without compromise in defense of Labor's right to organize and bargain 
collectively through leadership loyal to America and opposed to all forms 
of Nazi-Communism. 11. Food must come before whiskey. 12. Save the ~ 
Little Businessman. 13. Protect the great tourist industry. 14. Christ 


First in America. 
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"Ladies and gentlemen, I carry on this hard fight. 
You can imagine in speaking as high as six and seven times a day, as well 
as editing my magazine and preparing my radio addresses and handling my 
heavy mail - what a tax it is on my body. Thanks to a good Christian 
father and mother, I have been given a strong bocy and a strong constitution. 
I am the people's candidate and 1 am supported financially by the people. 


"I will visit every section of the state of Michigan and 
shake hands with every friend who wants to meet me. Please pray for me. 





"You have never seen a public man abused, persecuted, the 
way you will see me abused and persecuted within the next four weeks. I 
will never be able to carry the load unless I have your loyalty, your 
prayers and your support. Write to me. Don't worry about street address - 
just write to me, Gerald L. K. Smith, Detroit, Michigan, Help me ~ help me, 
uae se Encourage me. Tell me what I should know. Send me facts that I need for my 
messages." 


"GERALD Le. Ke S{ITH 
WIR, Detroit 
Sunday, August 16, 1942 





"Good Evening, Ladies and Gentlemens 


mee "iy statevice campaign for the United States Senate 
foe Pda ae proceeds with great momentum. I am speaking as high as six and eight 
times a day in as many different communities, 


SE "It is very evident that the great masses of the common 
nee 8 people of the state of Michigan are determined that they shali have a voice 
ae ? in the effairs of the government by sending a fearless crusader to the 

ia 


United States Senate. 


"The crowds that ere attending my meetings are the 
a, Largest in the campaign history of the state, One newspaper in the state 
“a wrote an editorial suggesting that there was little or no interest in 
politics this year. That's the truth when it comes to oldtime stand- 
for-nothing, do-nothing, rubber stamp politics. But when it comes to a 
campaign like mine, where the candidate really discusses the issues of 
the hour and deals with boondoggling stupidity and bureaucratic tyranny in 
a fearless manner = the people not only attend the meetings in great numbers, 
but hand on every word, because the people of America - of Michigan - love 


to hear the truth fearlessly and dynamically spoken. 
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"Thousands of people are turning out to see my exhibit of 
automobile tires made of substitutes. The greatest scientists tell us 


that there are seven pounds of rubber in a bushel of wheat or corn. Mr. 


Henry Ford has already told us that with the thiokol process he could be 
producing tires within thirty to sixty days without the use of any vital 
war meterials. ; 


"Now, I want every listener to get e pencil because toward 
the end of my address IJ am going to read off the nemes of the towns where 
I expect to speak this week. : 


"On this coming Wednesday I shall attend the Free Fair at 
Ionia. A certain newspaper man, who conspired with some New Deal Fifth 
Columnist of the Wendell L. Wilkietype, got up a newspaper story the other 
day to the effect that Mr. Howard Lawrence, presicent of the Ionia Free 
Fair, had invited all the candidates for high office to attend the Ionia 
Free Fair and be introduced, with the exception of myself. But within 
a few hours after this story appeared in the newspapers, I received an 
invitation over the long distance telephone from Mr. Lawrence to come to 
Ionia on Governor's Day and be the guest of the Fair Association at the 


Ionia Country Club. 


MNow, I expect to be at the Ionia Country Club to meet 
these candidates for high office on both tickets, but that's not why I'm 
coming to Ionia. I'm coming to Ionia to meet thousands of my friends who 
will be attending the Ionia Free Fair. Mr. Lawrence, president of the Fair, 
says that he will prepare a special booth in the center of the fair ground 
where I shall exhibit these tires that can be made immediately vithout 
rubber and with rubber substitutes. 


"Now, if you had not planned to attend the Jonia Free Fair, 
please plen to do so this coming Wednesday and I will be some place in a 
central spot on the grounds where I can shake hands with all my good friends 
and where I can show you this automobile tire exhibit. 


"They wanted to call me insane for lifting up the slogan 
a few weeks ago, when I announced my candidacy, "Tires for Everybody" - 
but as the axiom goes - "He who laughs last laughs best." 


“Now the wisest scientists in America agree that we can 
begin to meet this tire problem immediately if we could get it out of the 
hands of the Wall Street Bankers, the oi] monopolies and the international 
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rubber trust. 


_ "The ninth point in my platform is a farm program in 
harmony with the teachings of the Bible. One ‘smart alec! editor said - 
"If there had been any doubt about Gerald Smith being a rabble rouser and 
@ demagogue, that doubt was removed when he said "Tires for everybody" and 
nA farm program based on the teachings of the Holy Bible.#® Well, in the 
first place, I am willing to risk my political future in the state of 
Michigan with the people who still believe the Bible. I'm an old-fashioned 
Christian who agrees with Abraham Lincoln, who said, "If a man is a student 
of the Bible, he is a well-educated man." 

"So I went to this editor who had ridiculed my farm program 
and said, among other things - "Do you know why it was that back in Bible 
days when all the world was starving that Egypt was able not only to feed 
herself, but able to feed the whole world?" The editor answered, "Why?" 

And I said = "Because Joseph was not a New Dealer. If Joseph had been a 
New Dealer, he would have burned up his extra com the year it was growing 
in abundance instead of saving it for the year of the drought and the 
famine," 


"To summarize the Bible plan in modern language for the 
farmer, I would use these words - Raise all you can raise when you can 
raise it - store it when you have too much so that when you have too much 
so that when you cannot raise it you'll have enough. 


"Ladies and gentlemen, that's not only the Bible plan, but 
that's the old-fashioned, American plan. If we're going to pay the farmer 
out of the government treasury in order to keep his income up to where it 
ought to be, let's use some old-fashioned, American, common sense and pay 
the farmer for what he produces instead of for what he destroys. 


"J wonder how many people listening in to me tonight have a 
nice smoked him on hand. Many people love to eat a nice ham steak smothered 
in brown sugar, seasoned with pineapple and fruit juices. Well, most of you 
haven't had a nice ham steak for many days. Because the great-grandmother 
of that cured ham that you did not have today for dinner was dropped in the 
river or ground into fertilizer back a few years ago when we were slaughtering 
pigs, burying cattle and plowing under cotton by the order of the New Deal. 


; ‘No, I am not ashamed of my farm program, because it is not 
only based on the teachings of the Bible, but on old-fashioned, red, white 
and blue American common sense. 


NAnother plank in my platform, as I rm for the United States 
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Senate, is "Save the Little Businessmen." Unless you little businessmen and 
you little manufacturers begin to get behind some fighting, feerless crusader 
like Gerald L. K, Smith, you're going to be right out in the breadline. These 
‘rubber stamp! Congressmen are not going to do anything for you. And these 
quiet, high-colarec, dignified candidates are not going to fight your battles. 


"Just walk down your main street and look over the business 
establishments or walk around the square. Your automobile dealers are 
virtually in the breadline, your tire dealers are out of business, your 
independent filling station man is broke, the big monopolies will soon begin 
to buy up the properties of the little independent fellow at half price, 
the herdware man is going broke because they've quite making hardware. The 
refrigerator man is gone, the furniture man is on his way out and s0 forth, 
and so forth. This doesn't count thousands of little manufacturers who have 
been unable to get war contracts end are forbidden by priorities to buy the 
materials necessary to stay in business, 


"You may say, but oh yes, this is war. That's the truth. 
And no sacrifice is too great to make for victor, But what are we going 
to do with these little businessmen and mmufacturers? Are we just going 
to stand back and watch them shrivel up and die and see the great middie 
class destroyed? 


"T say that at least 500 million dollars should be set 
up a8 a special fund to re-finance the little businessman so he can get through 
the war and get back on his feet after the war. Oh, you say, it's too much 
money. Well, the Secretary of Commerce, Mr. Jesse Jones, member of the 
President's Cabinet, set aside 600 million dollars for the big oil companies - 
the Standard and five others - for the purpose of experimentation. Why 
can't we do as much for the little businessmen, at least as it has been 
done for the big oil monopolies? | 


"Ladies and gentlemen, and I am speaking right now especially 
to those who are the students of political science. If you will look into 
the question very carefully, you will find enough facts to prove we've got 
a set of bureaucrats in Washington who are determined to wipe out the middle 


class. : 


"Yes, we're all 100% in support of the war effort, but 
while we support the war, we must see to it that we defend America on the 
home front and on the main street, as well as on the battle front. 


Mow, get out your pencil and listen very carefully while 
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I read the names of the towns where I propose to epeak this coming week. 
Don't try to write down the names of all the tows, just write down the 
names of the towms in which you are interested, giving special attention 
to the time of my appearance in your community. I want all my good friends 
end you who are my loyal friends knowm who I mean ~- I want you to please 
be at the meeting place a little early so that you can help with any 
arrangements that may be necessary. 


"Tuesday morning at 10:00 I will speak in Yale, Michigen. 
At noon I will speak in Marlette. Cass City 2:00 p.m. Harbor Beach 5:00 
pm. Bad Axe 8:30 p.m That's Tuesday, the day after tomorrow. 


"Then on Wednesday during the day I will be attending 
the Ionia Free Fair at the invitation of Mr. Howard Lawrence, the President, 
and at night, Wednesday, August 19, I shall speak in Adrian, Michigan at the 
Armory. 


"Thursday, August 20, I shall speak at Hastings, Michigan, 
at 3:00 p.m. Grand Rapids 8:30 p.m. in the Public Auditoriun, 


"Pridey, 1 shall speak at Allegan at 10:00 in the morning. 
Paw Paw 12:30, Niles 3:00 p.m., Cassopolis 5:00 p.m., Three Rivers 7:00 p.m., 
Sturgis 8:30 p.m. 


"Saturday, August 22, I shall speak in Coldwater at noon, 
3 
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"Don't fail to listen in next Sunday at 7:15 and I will tell 
you my speaking arrangements for the folloving week, 


"Can you imagine the heavy load I am carrying? First, I 
have to fight off the Communists that want to put me in jail. They said 


they wanted to put me in thesame cell vacated by Karl Browder, the No. 1 


Red, when he was turned loose. Then, I have to fight a certain type of New 
Dealer who really shudders when he thinks of my being in the Senate, Then, 


there's a certain set of New Deal Fifth Columists within the Republican 
party that are trying to under-cut my campaign. 


"iy advice to these gentlemen is - "If you want to fight, 
I'll give it to you. And when I start on you I'm going to call names and I'll 
summarize some of your political prectices and when you get through with me 
you'll have discovered that you have run into a buzz saw that cuts about 
three ways at one time. 
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"But, in spite of these enemies, the great rank and file 
of the common people of the state of Michigan are my friends. They know 
I speak the truth. They know I'm right. 


"If I didn't have an iron constitution and strong body, 
I couldn't carry on this fight. I have to make six and eight speeches a 
day, edit the magazine, prepare my radio manuscripts and answer a heavy 
mail. But God is with me. Victory lies ahead. But I cannot carry on 


without the help of the people - you, the people. Please continue to help 


me. Pray for me and I shall not betray the trust you manifest. 
"God bless you = God bless and save America." 


MCEORALD L. K,. SMOTH 
WIR, Detroit 
Sunday, August 23, 1942 


"Good Evening, Ladies and Gentlemen! 


"Since lest Sunday, I have spoken many places in Michigan. 
In Bad Axe, Michigan I was informed by the local newspaper that we had the 
largest crowd ever gathered for any purpose in the Thumb section. People 
came for meny miles and from practically every county in the Thumb area. 


mle are informed thet in our numerous meetings we are having 
the largest crowis in the history of Michigan campaigning. One Michizan 
newspaper wrote an editorial suggesting that there was no interest in 
politics this year. Well, that's true if you're talking about oldtime, 
stand-for-nothing, do-nothing campaigning. 


"The American people are all fed up on ‘bunk’, flattery, 
patronage methods and political fixers - but my campaign is a crusading 
campaign. My meetings are set up and conducted on a crusading campaign 
basis, and everything I say in this meeting contains a fearless truth 
which most candidates are afraid even to refer to, but which strikes the 


very heart of the peole's problems, — 


"A few months ago they wanted to almost brand me a traitor 


because I said that we must begin to fight and fight and fight to solve 
this tire problem, This automobile tire situation is the most tragic thing 


that could take place in our home life, aside from a famine. 


"People who are running out of tires are absolutely 
desperate - and when I say desperate, I mean desperate. Imagine a farmer 
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living from three to ten miles from town. When he gets down to three tires, 
he is a prisoner on his ow farm, All over Michigan today farmers' wives 
and their families are standing out by mail boxes with crates of eggs, 
marketable produce, begging some neighbor to help them get to the market. 


"This thing is becoming more serious every day. Imagine 
: how this farmer feels when he discovers through the reports of such men 
2 as the eminent chemist of the Dow Chemical Company that rubber could be made 
ast gre : of his corn, his wheat, his potatoes, Imagine how the Michigan farmer and 
the American fermer, as well as the city dweller feels when he reads where 
a bill was passed through the lower house of Congress, through the upper 
house of Congress, to provide the manufacture of antomobile tires and other 
rubber products from farm crops -=- only to be vetoed by the President. 





"In a few minutes I will give you the names of the towns 
where ‘I propose to speak this coming week, Get a pencil so that later on 
in the address when I] name these towns, you can copy down the names that are 
of interest to you. 


"I have before me a very sensational telegram, Before I 
read the telegram to you, I shall give you the background of the telegran. 
No citizen of any importance or any consequence in Michigan has chosen to 
attack me, Occasionally, a newspaper will take a little swing at me, only 
to discover that many of its readers are my loyal and respectful followers, 





"iy enemies are not my opponents in this Primary campaign. 
My enemies are the enemies of America. They are the people who fear and 
hate the high and noble principles for which I stand. They cringe when I 
talk about bureaucratic tyranny. They coil and hiss like serpents when I 
throw up the slogan, "CHRIST FIRST IN AMSRICA." 





tAside from the atheistic Communist Party in Michigan, my 
chief attacker has New York City columist, Walter Winchell. Winchell, 
apparently, has been picked as the one to use the ‘hatchet! on Gerald L. K. 
Smith. He has been vicious = he has been libelous - he has been merciless 
in his attacks upon me through the press and over the radio. 


= "Some weeks ago, I made a challenge to Mr. Winchell and 
—- I make it again: I make this challenge to you, Mr. Walter Winchell. You 
_ call on the rabbi, who is the pastor of the Jewish synagogue to which you 
oo ee belong. I shall call on the pastor of the Christian church to which I 
: -belong. Let these two men choose a Catholic priest. Then, let these 
Bn three men of God - your Jewish rabbi, Mr. Winchell, my pastor, and the 
Becher good priest - make up a committee to investigate the career of Gerald L. K. 


ae ye 
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Smith, If they find that I have not lived a patriotic, Christian life as a 
loyal American - I'll retire from public life. But if, on the other hand, 
they find your accusations against me, Walter Winchell, are false -- you 
get off the radio and go into the Navy on a full-time basis, 


* "Recently, Mr. Winchell made a very bitter attack on me 
through the columns of Liberty magazine - and in connection with his attack 
upon me he condemed me because of my association with Senator Robert Reynolds, 
Congressman Roy Woodruff and United States Senator Gerald P. Nye. 





"Personally, I consider these three men very honorable 

a company, Senator Reynolds, as you know, is chairman of the Military Affairs 
Committee of the United States Senate. True enough, Mr. Winchell has 
attacked some scoundrels - but, by and large, the list of people whom he 
has attacked the most viciously incluce many of America's greatest citizens, 
such as Mr. Cameron, who for years has been the voice of the Ford Motor 
“dh Company, such as Senator Wheeler, Charles A. Lindbergh, Congressman Hamilton 
eo Se Fish, United States Senator Brooks, and so forth, and so forth. 





"So, when this New York City columist attacks Gerald L. K. 
Smith he adds me to this honor roll of great men on his smear list. 


"But in his recent article in the Liberty magazine, he 
indulged in a type of misrepresentation that goes clear outside the 
peace realm of decency. Therefore, on August 12, I wrote the Liberty magazine 

—_=- a letter in which I warned them with these words - "Unless I receive a 

settlement from you for these deliberate lies which you have circulated 
all over the United States, I shall bring suit against you and Walter Winchell 
for at least $1,000,000, It is obvious that the Winchell article has been 
written and timed so as to injure me in my campaign for the United States 
Senate." 








"This letter was sent air mail, reaching New York the morning 
of August 13, The same afternoon I received the following telegram. Now, 
listen very carefully while I read it to you. 


as | "! In response to your letter, we are sorry for the error. 
ee See fn apology and retraction is appearing the first available issue of Liberty, 
“ whith is the September 12 issue on sale September 2." 


"There you have it, ladies and gentlemen. The magazine 
a. with nation-wide circulation compelled to apologize for an article written 

mes ake by Walter Winchell about Gerald L. K. Smith. Isn't it reasonable to believe 
‘aaae that if his remarks are irresponsible in this particular instance that they 
ProeNek thus far have been irresponsible and unreliable concerning other incidents 


and individuals? 





NT want every God-fearing man and woman listening to me 
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tonight, who believe in my integrity, to resolve that you will pray for me, 
that you will holdup my hands and help me to pass through the Gethsemane 
that lies ahead. No one has been tortured, lied about, persecuted and 
harassed by the most vicious enemies on earth more than I shall experience 
within the next few weeks, Only the prayerful support of my thousands of 
friends can give me the strength to carry on this fight, as I speak from five 
to eight times a day, crying out with a fearless voice in this, the people's 
campaign, with this, the people's voice. 


"Tl am the friend of the friendless, I am the voice of the 
weak, I am the voice of the little man, the little farmer, the little worker, 
the Townsendites, the friends of Father Coughlin, the great unheard masses, 
the workers in the mill, the hired girl in the kitchen, the hired man on the 
farm, the little storekeeper, the waiter, the waitress, the barber, the miner, 
the great rank and file of people who, when they hear me speak, say - that's 
just the way I ‘feel, but ZI didn't know how to say it. 


"One of my critics 1s worried about where I get my money for 
this campaign. This critic made an attack upon me in an attempt to arouse 
suspicion in the minds of the people. ‘Well, the answer to this superficial 
criticism is - I am wnashamed and proud to say that my money comes from the 
people and that in this campaign 99% of my campaign fund has come from people 
who have given me 325 and less. No big interest, no big contributors can 
sit behind the scenes and pull my coat tail and tell me what I can say end 
what I cannot say. 


: My freedom is my life. My liberty hs my love. I would rather 
rot in a concentration camp than to sacrifice that liberty. Yes, I say with 
the founding fathers - "Give me liberty or give me deatn.” 


Met me emphasize to my Detroit friends that I am speaking in 
the Masonic Temple auditorium at the corner of Second and Temple streets ~ 
that's the big Masonic Temple in the heart of Detroit. I am speaking there 
this coming Friday night. For your information, this auditorium is exceedingly 
comfortable, because it is air-conditioned. No matter how hot it 1s outside, 
this room is always very comfortable. It has just been newly air-conditioned. 


| "Phe public is invited to attend this rally. At this rally 
in the Masonic Temple, as in other rallies, I shall exhibit tires, such as 
can be built and rebuilt, of substitutes made of mineral oils and farm crops. 
I am sure many people in the Detroit community will want to see this tire | 
exhibit this coming Friday night, August 28, when I speak in person at the 
Masonic Temple. 


~ 2h ~ 
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"Uy other specking engagements for the week are as follows: 
Belding tomorrow afternoon, Mondey, at 3:00. Ionia tomorrow night, Monday, 
at 8:30 p.m. Big Rapids Tuesday noon, Cadillac 3:00, Treverse City 8:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, August 26, Clare, Michigan at 12:00 noon, Gladwin 3:00 p.m. 
Mt. Pleasant 5:00, Midland 7:00 and Ithaca at 9:00. That's Wednesday. 
This coming Thursday, Standish 10:00 in the morning, Tawas City 12:00 noon, 
Harrisville 3:00, Atlanta 6:30, Alpena 9:00 at night. 


"Then, as I announced a few moments ago, I will be in 
Detroit at the Masonic Temple on Friday night at &:30. Then, on this coming 
Saturdey I shell speak at Brighton 12:00 noon, Howell 3:00 p.m. Dexter 5:00 
pem., Flat Hock 7:00 p.m. and honroe at 9:00 p.m. 


"iy exhibition of tires which can be built without a single 
ounce of rubber of substitutes based on farm crops and mineral oils - this 
exhibit will be made in every one of my meetings. 

"Now, I don't need to tell you that this is a hard, tough 
schedule. Therefore, I must depend on all my good friends to help me. Be 
at the meetings a little early so that anything you can do to help make them 
successful you can do. 


"JT look forward to the pleasure of meeting personally 
and shaking hands with thousands of my friends again this week. 


Help me. Help me. My victory will be your victory. 
God belss you - God bless and save America." 


ENCLOSURE TO THS BUREAU: One copy of the "Cross and the Flag" August, 1942. 


-PENDING- 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


THE CHARLOTTE FIELD DIVISION 





At Charlotte will obtain copies of any correspondence or 
other cocumentary material indicating the relationship between Subject and 
WILLIAM DUDLEY PELISY. It is pointed out that S‘ITH'S membership number 
was believed to have been #3223 and also that PELLEY and S.ITH were believed 
to have been corresponding with one another about August 15, 1933. 


THE New ORLGANS FISD DIVISION 


At Algiers, Louisiana, will attempt to locate and interview 
H&RMAN "DUTCH" GRUWDECYER who was friendly with SLITH during HUZY LONG'S 
regime and later Chauffeur and Valet for SMITH at Detroit, Michigan, until 
February 20, 1941. If located will interview GRUNDLEYER concerning SOTH'S 
contacts, finances, supporters, and activities. 


At Detroit, Michigsn, will maintain contacts with informants 
and obtain copies of Subject's propaganda for prompt transmittal to Bureau. 


- PENDING - 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIEECTOR Mr. Harbo 
O Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 


RE: GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH 
INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION 


Tele. Room 
Mr. Nease 


Miss Gand 

I thonght you would be interested in being 7 
advieed that Gerald Lyman Kenneth Smith of Detroit, 
Michigan, whose activities have been under investigation 
by this Bureau for a period of months at the request of the 
pve Department in an effort to establish a possible violation 
a, Gene of the war-time statutes, failed in his attempt to obtain 
oy : the Republican nomination as candidate for United States 
cg ine Senator from the State of Michigan. 





Subject is the founder of tnd omnittee f One 
Million and the editor of the publication entitledk¥The Cross and the 
Fiag." It is reported that Smith plans to continue his activities 
in connection with thie organization and his publication and 
intends to criticize the Federal Government in future issues 


of this magazine. 





Respectfull 
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a Ree ee | Fee 
Saas f Le a anal _ The jie3da office of the Fe . peau of Investigation at 
“s. €* Detroit has mat last two months been pH Baring a dossier on 
‘t Gerald L.K, mit National Chairman of the Committee of One Million 
and candidate for the United States Senate on the Republican ticket 
in Detroit in 1941, Agents have been contacting people who formerl 
& worked with him. Some of these people have been called in and threat 


f with deportation if they did not talk, some having been called in as 
{! many as ten times. During this period Smith has called at the loca 
van field office and demanded protection against what he called "planted 
1% evidence" to embarrass hin. 


Z 
vestigation on Smith is being b7 
who is a Jew, and it is apparer 
, the Dies agent who is also 
of the American Jewish Committee ang 
RECORDED ae CA 


babe = SX h BS ~/z 


It is reported tha 
carried on by an agent named 
that he is working with 
believed to be on the payro 
B'Nai BtRith. 




































Sarge : a pie re 

of One Million Wim : Mieeatod. af pias 

4 in by the F.B.I. & red to reveal arery cain 3 that imfor 

vo that if he talked he would have all the mé ufact ar ie uding 
arpa Penk , SUSTICE 

campaigns; that he had to live in this town and-esut& sos 

talked. stated that he. would talk if la Gag Nt y Waeal] 





but was Oo talking until then, and preferra}l3 \ thens\ars 
he was pressed to state who Smith's contacts and frfitnés Were, h»® st 
"Your boss, J. Edgar Hoover is one of them", When it wis stated the 


this covld not be true, said, "Call your Grand Jury amd 
CAyou'll find out." : 
















4b Ford against him, as most of them donated mgne 
a 
N) 
Oe 


It is said that Smith has admitted te confidential sources 
aoe the Cormunists have sg, stat ot a check 













D 
ashington officials non the Camas not to publi ah thi 
heck. They sa ave his cancelled check but do not say who fav 
i tawit to Smith, is a Jew and it is said Henry Ford has stated 
is intimate s that he got him out of the plant or he would 

ave stolen the buildings. Ford was not aware that was a Je 
until he had worked there for over a year and whén ly; learne 

was hastily set up in the finance.end t autrpf the 


It is believed that stirs UR Gs! pap ppant . of Spith 
will become known, ee ERs ae j 


Aga 2+ Wa i 


Smith is said to be taking p long view of things and is 
r-the war. His 


banking on the misery that will inev er" 

confidants, Burton K. Wheeler, Nye, Dies; Hoffman, Day,‘Hoover, Johr 

L. Lewis, possibly Vandenberg, Wier of-8te0ei,—Ford-of—auto, -etc., 

will prove a powerful bloc after thewar. It was said that Smith is 

bidding for power and is positively lined up with Lewis who twould 

sell his soul to the Devil to be President. If Smith is ever’ 

ne indicted for sedition it is believed that he will pull down the 

eal fobs biggest names in America with him, 
SECS a9 SEP 2 12 47 "2 ea 
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ar ad ae be ma ee : 


pyaar aes , ve a a ae rn ee 
seis ‘ieee \! It has sn stated that the only t 1¢ that is saving Smith 
_. from the Admini, |; ‘tion's purge is that pu? , jg him down would also 

- involve some of the biggest manufacturers o.,war materials and would 


leave scars that would not heal. 


_ Smith is also said to be tied in with Lindberg and has dis- 
cussed with him the possibility of Lindberg's running for State Senate 
in Michigan. Lindberg had not been in Detroit long enough to 
establish legal residence and could not run. However, Walter Winchell!) 
predicted a week ago that Lindberg would shortly run for a high office 


Jewish attorney who is head of the local American Jewish Committee. 
is playing as close as possible to Henry Ford on the theory 
some of the Jews must be friendly to Ford or he may go against 

the Jews as he did in 1922, 


| It is said that Smith is also being supported by the 






Geass is said to haveescaped further question by the 
F.B.o1. Dy taking a trip out of Detroit for two months and not saying 
where he was going, It is believed that while in Washington he 

contacted Senator Norris and to have appealed to him for protection 
against the F.B.I. 





‘Smith's magazine, "The Cross and the Flag" was termed seditic 
by a Federal Grand Jury on duly 24, 1942, | 
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mee Kansas City files on Hudson De Priest have mo a es 
information vee De Priest's contact Spent? ee 
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REFERENCE: Report of 
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DETALIS: K. C. File 
Security = G was reveiwed, an to contain nention 
of name of G. L. K. SMITH, or of any Contact f 
Wichita, Karsés rr have had at Detroit, ee on daly 
16, 1942 or on any other mace, caer 7 « 
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LANSING, Mich., Sept. 10 Z 
(C.TP.8.).—A victory for Gerald : : 
i} L. mith, Detroit radio orator; 
and former Huey Long aide, in. 
race for the Republican V. 8.’ E 
a natorial nomination might de : 
iifive the party of any lega - 3 
cepted candidate at the Novem- 
r .election, one of Smi 
rivals warned today. - ae 
Elton R. Eaton, Plymouth pub- : 
lisher, asserted that Smith’s cus’ 
tom of taking up a free-will offer- 
ing after each of his camp: 4 
es will make it impossible ) 
to mect requirements of the. Tk 
te’s election laws regarding jje- : 
rts on a campaign contributi , 
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S aa Mr. ae) 
= Mr. £. A.j;fqmm_ 
Mr. Clegg 


Bederal Bureau of Inwestigation Mr. Glavin___ 























Mr. Ladd. 
Rnited States Department of Justice Mr. Nichols __ 
Mr. Rosen 
Washington, B. €. Mr. Traey 
September 12, 1942 is eee 
Mr. Hendon 





Mr. Kramer 
Mr. MeGuire. 





/ MEMORANDUM FOR MR. LADD Mr. Harbo 
af O Mr. Quinn Tamm__ 
Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH Tele. Room 
Sedition Mr. Neoase 


Miss Beahm 
While talking to SAC Bugas of Detroit on another | 

matter today, I told him of the memorandum dated September 2, 1942 
from Commissioner Earl G. Harrison of the Immigration and Naturalization 


Service in the captioned matters. Wr. Bugas was advised that a copy of 
the memorandum would be sent to him and this has been done. 


It was pointed out to Mr. Bugas that seh carina had not been 
interviewed recently, he should be, and that even though he does 
immediately furnish what appears to be complete information in his possession 
relative to Gerald L. K. Smith, such should not be accepted as a complete 
change of heart on his part. It was suggested that they recontact 
occasionally for the next two or three months concerning the Smith case 
and also try to find some other matters in which he might serve as an 
informant. 











It was further pointed out that there is no particular necessity 
for an expeditious withdrawal of the Bureau's sugzestion for withholding 
action as ‘ie the Immigration Service, but that a period of 
two or three months should be taken to determine whether he has acquired 
& proper patriotic outlook. 
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15th ead Chestnut Streete 3, 5 fos ; 
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“My dear Oomissioner: | Pg oe | ps 


Thies wild sassituies dese receipt of 
an applicant = the 





dated 








| - . ra 

. advice you that as of Septenber 12, io 

iii had not furnished pertinent information to this 
u Ror had he taken any action which would tend to ehange 
his status. I have issued instructions that he be recon 
however, by @ representative of this Bureau, and I shall advise 
you in the future when he has displayed an attitudes which would 


indicate that he has soquired a pro-American and patrietic 
outlook. a. 


* e - : . 
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vf ‘ Fi . tam : 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


‘THts CASE ORIGINATED AT DETROIT, LOCHIGAN mzmo. 100-3636 














0 4 
LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, also known as Gerald 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Files of the Charlotte Office con 
cerning WILLIAL DUDLE PELLET and 
Silver Shirts of ica reviewed 





( with negative results for correspon 
ris ye dence between PELLEY and subject, 









- RUC — pre 


“dated September 2, 1942, 










REFERENCE: Report of Special A 
at Detroit, Michigan. 











THe files of the Charlotte Office, as well as the bulky ibits, 
pertaining to the case entitled WILLIAL: DUDLEY PELLEY JASILVER SHIRTS 
OF aAL@RICA have been thoroughly reviewed. There is rfo informrtion 
contwined therein indicating that subject has ever corresponded 

or been in any way associated with the Silver Shirts of America. 








For the information of the Detroit Office WILLIAL DUDLEY PELLEY. --. 
moved from the Charlotte Division to Nobleswi lle 3 indiana, approximately ~~ 
two years ago, and the office of origin in the PELLEY case at the present _ 
time is the Indianapolis Office, | eae 






= 





~ 





As there is no further investigation to be conducted in this division 
this case is being referred upon completion to the office of origin. 
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_ The DETROIT FIELD DIVISION at Detroit, Michican, will consider 
the advisability of requesting the Indianapolis Office to check the 
records of that office to see if any correspondence has transpired 


between subject and WILLIA{ DUDLEY PELLEY or the Silver Shirts of 
America, “aS im, 
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ee Gx CC-287 Mr. Tolaon 
\ 4 : : Mr. E. A. Tamm__ 
oe Mr. Clegg 
Zederal Rurean of Investigation 7 aan 
Rnited States Bepartment of Justice Mr. Nichols 
G3 : Mr. Rosen 
Washington, B. c. ae Mr. Traey 
_ September 24, 1942 Mr. Carson 
EGF:NLC Mr. Coffey 
Call: 2240 pm Mr. Hendon 
Dictated: 10 am, 9-25~42 Mr. Kramer 
L ORANDUM FOR MR, D, M. LA Mr. McGuire 
j 
; 4 Mr. Harbo 
. al \ RE: GERALD L. K.SuITH Mr. Quinn Tamm__ 
Tele. Room 
Mr. Nease 
Mies Beahm 





Miss Gandy 





At this time, SA of the Detroit b cS 

Office advised that technical coverage on both Smith's 

residence and office, which was temporarily discontinued 
, August 17, 1942, had been reestablished on September 1 

and September 10, 1942. Coverage on Smith's office lines 

Randolph 9547 and 3163 was resumed September 1, 1942. The 

residence line Fitzroy 8264 was resumed September 10, 

1942, 


Respectfully, 
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Zederal Bureau of Investigation 


Bnited States Department of Justice 


Detroit, Michigan 
September 24, 1942 







Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
fvashington, D. C. 








\ 
RE: OmALD L. K SUT ALL INFORMATION CONTAINE 
INTERNAL SECURITY - SEDITION 

HEREIN 15 UNCLASSIFIED 
Dear Sir: | DATE___23lsa_ BY Su asal O- 
24,4 

eee be advised that the following intomnation has been 
received’ froy EN “am, Whose identity is known to you. bID 


On Settee 15, 1942, the primary election for the nomina- 
tion of the Republican candidate for the office of United States Senator from 
the State of Michigan was held in Kichigan and resulted in the defeat of GERALD 
L. Ke. SUTH. SGKITY has privately made accusations that there must have been 
sonething crooked about the election. He has also offered the explanation that 
the New Deal Democrats feared that he would be too strong a iepublican opponent 
and, consecuently, voted as nepudlicens in the primar; election against him. 
S‘ITH exoleined to his mother, sho resides in Wisconsin, that "they pass the 
word down the line for all the Jews to vote, and they had a holiday, so they, 
the Jews, stepped in the last minute and they beat me. But all the white people 
voted for me." SUITH continued that although he lost the election, he received 
120,000 votes, which gives him the balance of power in Kichigan anc no candidate 
can te elected without the support of his following. 


Cc 
G-ITH explained Scorer saree at Lansing, Kichigan, b7 
that althoush he lost the primary election has suceeded in promoting in 


the State of Kichizan sentiment against the New Deal. SUITH said that he o 
thought with his large following, he could lay the foundation .for a good organ- 


ization with the cooperation of "several of them." ~— we Z 4 - 34 12 os IS. 


Mrs. ruEaeY] 0.135, who ge active in 





America and who, with her husba@c, was a for, INMa@cber of 
Committee, has previously reported has been ¢ontacting irs FLIZABSRS P RIVE? 
of Chicago, Illinois. krs. KNO..LES has mace the suggestion to SMITH that all 
of the pre-Pearl Harbor isolationists and opponents of the|New Deal should ee 
ROE on Bert: a : 
el 
| 
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Letter to the Director RE: GERALD L. K. SiITH 
September 24, 1942 _ INTERNAL SECURITY - SEDITION 


unite into an All-American Party and in this way their strength would be felt. 
SKITH'S associates have been working on this suggestion ever since September 
15, 1942, by mailing circular letters and by making private telephone calls 


Soliciting contri butions for this All-Americ ty. SMITH himself on Sep- 
tember 22, 1942, attempted to ces presently personnel manager 
whe 


of Bohn Aluminu:: an s Corporation. e was unable to reach 
Ln Ai spoke iia, saying "that they are neglecting something 

s erribly important, and if he doesn't get in touch ith him it is going to 
be too late and it will te a case of everybody getting nis picture in the papers 
all over the country unless they get game and say how they are going to onerate. 


SHITH concluded by sayinc, "I can't go to work and I can't protect anybody 
unless I imo. what his conduct is." 





















ted to contact Senator ROBERTACEYNOLDS , 
ie prord b'otor Company, and 
she was advised by 


“ ; . ~ y ic ye 
Sc had been in ‘\ashineton for a three t neriod (1 
ae mas been a traveling comparion of for 
ee i had gone vo land on 


a bomber in the capacity of a major as an expert pn motors, but she didn't 
think that this fact was suzposed to be generally known. 


re 


apt ae noes atten 











SMITH and his associates have been 
on the expenses of the rolitical campaifn. SMITE told a 
ED PRARNARD, Detroit politicul leader, "I want to make sure th: OO 
‘enough, but still I don't vant to make it too good." SVITH then made an ap- 
pointment to meet BAnNARD to get sugzestions about the report. 






SNITH has been having trouble with his bank account at the 
Detroit Banik, having checks returned\for insufficient funds. -rs. SEITH, who 
keeps the accounts, has expressed her belief that somebody at the bank was 
"hnifineg" SMITH and kis associates. 








S:ITH has also continued to contact cr Rare Eas 
Baton nhouge, Louisiana, and has proniised both financial support and 
advice to S.ITH on the concuct of his political affairs. 


On September ll, 1942, SLITY was advised y 
attorney for radio station wit, Detroit, Vichigan, that the Civil Rights Fed- 


eration was going on the air that night with WwILLIAK PO.ER £ALONSY. Mr MALONSY 
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Letter to the Director RE: GERALD L. K. SKITH 
September 24, 1942 INTERNAL SECURITY ~ SEDITION 


planned to talk on the evils of seditious propaganda, and inthe closing an- 
nouncement persons thet were named in the indictment in Washington, D. C., 
last month were to be named on the air. Then the annoucement contimed, 
"This same indictment handed down in Jeshington charged that the publication 
and distribution of the Detroit magazine called "The Cross amd the Flagt is 
part of the conspiracy against our war effort. "The Cross and the Flag" is 
published by GakaLD L. K. SMITH." 


stated thet there was nothing he could do to pre-~ 
vent this stateuent since it is an accurate report of the indictment. 


BaMAROSOGiN, GITH'S manazer, agreed thst this was dif- 
ferent tro: the case where they made VINCHELL retract his statement that 
SLITH had been indicted. It is noted thet the Civil Rights Federation is 
active in Detroit, Kichigan, as a Communist-frint organization and it is turvher 
noted thet tris broadccst was actually made just a few days before the primary 
election in which SYITH was defeated. 


kr. snaan fo 125, former America First leader in Detroit, 
Kichigan, has been contecting BaxXARD DGtAK and sunnlying him with a book 
which is not yet identified. 

Informant steted thec since the primary election is over, 
the investigatio.: of Si ITH for evasion of income tax has been resumed by the 
special asents of the Treasury Department. 


BERNAKD DOLAK has stated ‘o that she should 
not be grieved over tne outcome of the primary election teceuse SKITH was go- 


ing to continue as usual with the publication ot his magazine which would be 
out toward the end of Septenb anc \.ith his Sunday broadeasts. As 
has been previously noted, in --- former distributor for Father 
COUGHLIN'S Social Justice ma ne. “ITH has written an editorial for the 
next issue of his magazine which contains the sentence: "Every man and woman 


that voted for me had to wipe all of this md out of his eyes when he went to 
the polls," 


Sentember 13, 1942, just prior to the primary election, 
SUITH advised me: Lansing, Kichigan, that the Detroit newspapers 
were not smearing h:m as bad as he thought they might have. He said-they 
might have run a lot of pictures of all those people that hac been sent to 






-3- 


py? 





Fe 







Letter to the Director | Ras G&RALD L. K. SKITH 
. September 24, 1942 - INTERNAL SECURITY ~ SEDITION 


Atlanta Penitentiary, and in that way put SHITH in the middle and they might 
have run articles about SMITH'S connection with \ILLIAl. DUDLZYYPaLLay, now 
serving fifteen years. SMITH expleined, however, that the Michigan newspapers 
were hesitant to indulge in such a practice because they might suffer a decrease 
in circulation. 






Immediately after the election, SMITH contacted (ie ws 

in Grand Rapids, hichizan. SMITH asked SURE! he thought there was any 
ote stealing in his district, and iF replied that he did not know about y7e 
that. 


Very truly yours, 









JOHN S. BUGAS . 
Special Agent in 








Mr. Tolson 
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Mr. Clegg 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation Mr. Ladd 


United States Department of Justice Mr. Nichols__ 
Mr. Rosen 


Washingtan, A. C. Mr. Tracy 


Mr. Carson 


EGF: MLC September 23, 1942 Mr. Coffey 
Call: 8:55 am . Hendon 


Mr aia 
Dictated: 93:20 am Mr. Kramer 
eeshcete MEMORANDUM FOR MR, D, M. LADD Ge Mr. McGuire 
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RE: GERALD L. K.. ‘SMITH; Quins Tamm__ 


INTERNAL SECURITY - SEDITION Tele. Room 
: Mr.Nease ss 
Miss Beahm_ 


wer 
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technical surveillance covering the telephones of the 

above subject, was discontinued for a temporary period 

August 17, 1942 and whereas there is an indication that such 
surveillance has been reestablished without notifitation bzw 
having been furnished to the Bureau, SA of the 

Detroit Office was contacted concerning S Matter and was 
instructed to furnish the Bureau with the exact date on which 

this surveillance was reestablished. 
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: Federal Burean of Investigation 
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Director ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED Ir. Kramer eae heater 
feed Drea of Toventignton, Sith at ont [etna 
on eee ee Mr. Nease.......... 
: \ 3 Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, et al ona Sao 
y ew INTERNAL SECURITY - SEDITION = 
Dear Sir: 
Please be advised t at the owing additional information has bw 
been received frog ce [ee ces whose identity is knowm 
to the Bureau: ; ee aR { 


of the office of the Collector of Internal Reve- fs 
nue, Treasury Department, Detroit, Michigan, who has previously been in Rt 


contact 'with SMITH concerning the investigation of SMITH'S ome tax 
returns, attempted to contact SMITH on September 24, 1942. 
stated that he wanted to see Mr. SMITH, but that it was not connection 


with Government business, but concerning another matter. SMITH told his 
employe who acviso i that neither his manager, DOMAN, 
could be located. é, 1942, Reeser SMITH and 










Fe 
5 explained that he wanted to see him on the warn him about certain iS t- 
persons who did not want to a gon talk at the lican State Conven- | | 
an meee tion in Michigan. made a luncheon pore ent with SLOITH . ie 
‘ for September 26, ie, at the Statler Hotel. =: 
t é 
aaa SMITH has been atieaptade to contact CHARLES Ak LINDBERGH at the ‘a 









Ford Motor Company, Willow Run Bomber Plant, but had not succeeded con- 
tacting him. SMITH conferred for about two hours with ‘canines ee 
ae Ford Motor Company, on September 23, and re 

alter the conference that the men at the Ford Motor Company 


are ic-stricken and are open to suggestion. SMITH further stated that. 
ed had been out to the Ford Motor Company trying to blackmail 
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Letter to The Director | Septenber 3), 1942 


Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH 


can control the Republican Party vote in the November elections. SMITH 
said that before he decided w to do with the support of his followers 
he wanted to confer with Michigan Republican leader, who was to 
confer with a man in Wash on, D. C. 


SMITH telephonically contacted Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana, and demanded immediate help and! asked for $1000. 
SMITH pleaded with and finally got him to promise that he would 


send $100 immediately. 












Very truly yours, 


ohn S. Bugas 
Special Agent harge 
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Yaw DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
RPE WASHINOTOM, D.C. 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. J. EDGAR HOOVER 
On 


I attach hereto a list of individuals as to whom complaints | 
have been received indicating possible violations of statutes 
within the Bureau's jurisdiction. As to certain of thea, I be- 
lieve current investigations are pending. It will be appreci- 
ated if you will make available at your earliest convenience. 
summries of any information ad copies of any reports in your 
files, other than thos’. previously furnished, eae Fe ware 


sudjecte. For your assistance, I an also attaching a list of all 
of the reports reflected by the records of the Division of Com 
munications and Records to have bem forwarded by the Ireau to 


the Department in any of these cases. 


In this connection it will be further appreciated if you 
will also procure and forward photostatic or other copies of all 
_ dnoome or other tax returns as well as any supporting documnts 
filed by these persons for the years 1939 to 1941, incluaiva. - 
In. those cages in which the individuals have been identified by 
the Bureau with suspected subversive organizations, gopies of the 
orgarizational returns, if any, are also requested. ‘Any commnt 
which the Bureau may care to maké in the sumeries asied for eon- 
cernin: the relevancy of any information appearing in such _ ren 
turns will be of assistance. 


<— 
ce 
It is contemplated that the Treasury Department my be 

asked to mke a field examination in certain of these cases and 
I should like to be advised as to whether such action will prejo- 
dice or interfere with any pending investigation a other actian 
Which the Bureau may have in mind. Any request for such exanin- > 
ation made to the Treasury Department, of course, will inoluwie 4 
Fequest that the Bureau be offered an opportunity to participate 
therein. 


f3/ 
Larence H. C. Smith 
Cnief, Special War Policies hit 
War Division 


ey, & te 
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Bureau memorandum of January 2, 1942 rez Gerald L. K. Smith. 


au memorandum of February 9, 1942 re: Gerald L. K. Smi tii; 
ttee of One Million; Internal Security. 


Bureau memorandum of February 11, 1942 re: Gerald L. K. Smith. 


Bureau memorandum of April 23, 1942 re: Gerald L. K. Smith; Committee 
of One Million; Internal Security; Sedition. 


Report of Special Agent ae at Detroit, Michigan, 
April 27, 1942, entitled, - K- Smith ~ Committee of 1,000,000". 


Bureau memorandum of May 11, 1942 re: Gerald L. K. Smith. 

\ 
Report of Special cont CRD a=: at Detroit, Michigan, 
May 20, 1942, entitled, . Ke smith", 2 


Report of Special acon: dated at Detroit, Michigan, 
May 23, 1942, entitled, an Kenneth th also known as 
Gerald L. Ke Smith; The Committee of 1,000,000". : 


Report of Special con dated at Detroit, Michigan, 
“June 11, 1942, entitled, r enneth Smith, also known as 
Gerald L. K. Smith; The Comittee of One Million". 







Bureau memorandum of June 12, 1942 re: Gerald L. K. Smith. 
Report of Special Agent QM dated at Detroit, Michigan, 


June 29, 1942, entitled, "Gerald Lyman Kenneth Smith, also kmown as 
Gerald L. K. Smith; The Committee of One Million". 


Report of Special Agent eee dated at Detroit, Michigan, 
July 22, 1942, entitled, enneth Smith aka Gerald L. K. 
Smith; The Committee of One Million*. 

Report of Special cont iT dated at Detroit, Michigan, 
August 11, 1942, entitled, "Gerald Lyman Kenneth Smith aka Gerald 

Le Ke Smith; The Committee of One Million". 

Report of Special cont i dated at Kansas City, 
Missouri, August 11, 1942, entitled, "Gerald Lyman Kenneth Smith aka 
Gerald L. K. Smith; The Committee of One Million”. 

Report of Special Agent ee «--: at Indianapolis, Indiana, 
August 25, 1942, entitled, "Ge Kenneth Smith aka Gerald 

L- K. Smith; The Committee of One Million". 
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GFRALD L. K. (Cont'd) 


Report of Special cont dated at New Orleans, | 

Louisiana, August 28, 1942, entitled, "Gerald Lyman Kenneth Smith 

ake Gerald L. K. Smith alias Gerald L. K. Schmidt; The Committees 

of. One Million". 

Report of Special cont a dated at Atlanta, b7-e 
Georgia, August 28, 1942, , . K. Smith". . 

Report of Special Agent 


I ce 
Michigan, September 2, 194<, en ’ ald Lymen Kenneth Smith, 


elso known as Gerald i K. Smith, The Committee of One Million". 












» 


"MEMORANDUM FOR MR. LAWRENCE M. G. SMITH 


gp adeonttee CHIEF, SP2CTAL WAR £OLICIAS NIT 


3A | 
: fatercdce is made to your memorendum ‘bearing sePorsnce is | 
“RPH," which is undeted but was received at thie Bureau Dotober 335, . . 
» 2942, and recuested all available informe Dane ; ee 3, 
ncome tex returns concerni be ora 


“== Please be advised “this Bureau BS eonbieted a *tnvesti sation yt Y 

in connec¢tion with ite war qtfort acne Si aa 

of Chicago, Illinois. 

* All perti data have been furnished the Department in the 
cages reletive as and Gerald L. K. Smith. 

Although no advice has been received from the Department in 

; the premises, you will no doubt recall there has been consider:ble . 
publicity apparently emanating from the Department to the effect that . 
Elizebeth Dilling, Wiliiam Griffin end Charles Hudson were auong twenty- 
eight individuels indicted by a Federal Grand Jury in the District of 
Columbia on the charge of conspirecy to commit sedition and that these 
persons are awaiting trial pursuant to that charge. Mr. Ugo Carusi, 
Executive Assist.nt to the Attorney Generel, has recently advised me of 
the Attorney Generel's desire that this Buresu logte H. Victor Broen- 
strupp, another of the defendents indicted along with the three named 
hereinbefore in this paragraph. The Attorney General‘s desire in this 
regard is, of course, being complied wit®. All pertinent data in the 
files of the F.B.I. concerning these four persons have been furnished the 
Depertment, and you may wish to contact the Criminal Division concerning 
them as that Division would appear to ae in possession of the facts in > 
‘which you are interested. . for ge <aue 


In view of the above, no further action will be taken based 
on your memorandum peniing receipt of e further request from you. 
Further, in vieg of the expressions of interest which have amanated from 
the Department ,the pest concerning those nemed herein- ms 
- before eee 
* offering fh ch 
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John ar i Hoover ae 


ALL ‘NGORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREGE (S TRSLASSIFIED 
DATE oftha BY stetroe- 


“. Of the infor ee made available to you. Ho oe 
“} i * ? Sia AY ¥: ¢ 
_ E ea oS = he lll Be. Vo Very truly yours, 
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FEDERAL BUREAD OF {NVESTIGATION 
B & DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


COMMUNICATIONS sero, : : 
SEP 191942 ~ 





TELETYPE 
h 
2, ee 
FBI DETROIT 9-19-42 | 10-50 AM EWT BMB 


DIRECTOR O 

TAPE. GERALD Le EXeX” Ke SMITH, INTERNAL SECURITY, SEDITION. ALTHOUGH 
eiee” SMITH FAILED TO GET BEEUFRRX REPUBLICAN NOMINATION FOR Ue Se 
SENATE, HE OBTAINED OVER ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND VOTES. HE NOW CONTEM- 
PLATES MERGING FORCES WITH ALL ISOLATIONIST LEADERS INTO AN ALL AMERIC 
PARTY. ASSISTANCE RECEIVED FROM MRS. MURRAY KNOWLES WHO IS CONTACTING 
MRS. ELIZABETH WILLING. CONTRIBUTIONS ARE SECRETLY SOLICITED BY 
TELEPHONE. PARNY PLATFORM WILL ATTACK ROOSEVELT ADMINISTRATION AND 


| ALL INFORMATISN CONTAINED 
WERE {S, UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE a4 ke-_ BY 


BUGAS 
END 
OK FBI WASH DC WV 10-55AM 
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See New York, N.Y. October Lith, 1942. 


nes 


Hon. Mr. Biddle, Attorney Gen'l. U.S., 
’ Washington, D.C. 





¢, My dear Sir: | : is 


“he After henring Mr. Winchel last night, he spoke of you 'going to 
try Joe Kemp and Gereld?Smith tf'or un-American activities. I am 
giving you the names of & tew people who have contributed right 
Straight along, I balieve, to the Kamp publications, located at 
342 Madison Avo., N.Y. City. Thisse sase people have contributed 
to another publication with the same ,uryoses in mind anti-Jew 
anti-Roossvelt, anti-Labor, namely, the National Republic, run 

by George Blesser, 103 Park Ave., City, ana Waltar Steele, of 
“ashington, D.C. Both of these outfits Kam and Blasser have 
employed the same sulesmen who go from one to another. hen 
they take a woman and they pjay mostly old ones for the Kamp rm 
deal, these same salesinen join the Blassor deeds end teke ool 
same woman seas os ma 


SL ee ain al ree ge - 
, > a “we 
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Apter 


I telieve a raid on the files of Kam, and Blasser woulu reveal 
a lot of information the semi American peo;le have been 
waiting for. 


aia of P.id. Kew York City, has 4 co,y of the b qe 
CaNnvess y the salesnen of both these outfits, and I 


believe this to be only & mild one. The Blssser deal, i unaer- 
stand has the OK from the Metropolitan police of fWashin,ton,D.C. 


Hoping these few lines will benefit your office a grest deal. o 
" AN AMERICAN 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Poem No. 1 ee smart 


THIS CABE ORIGINATED AT DETROIT MICHIGAN FILE ND. ‘ 















at LLOUS neavy drinksr, 
. at thinker, and § as good friend and staunch supporter 


subject. \ |, neha presently in Detroit in company 
with the sub 


REFERENCE! Report of special agent BB New orleans, Louisiam, 7? 
August 28, 1942. , 


DETAILS : | 
an 
had no recollect ect or any activ 8 Might be engaged, 


He searched the records of the Ansley and consulted with several of his employees, 
including the house officer, but was unable to advise as to any acts of indiscretion 
which the subject might have committed while staying at that hotel, 


inquiries at the 22 Marietta Street Building resulted in ascertaining | 







































oe 
ar, | had closed his office in that bailding approximately eight 
abe. 2 enths ago and no information could be developed as to his sebaaelit whereabouts, 
| “2 Contact was had with 


4 ee City Atlanta, and he advised t he was wel) acquainted with 
: He 
who had been accused of many unethical acts 
Jin practise, hac been, uP Pg opoter and tian, and had been successful in 
i Tsecuring his posit , “Boards + tated that was irresponsi~ 
Bac ble in that 4 ‘ib? yp ghed fey anc ir st Tide ivens without’ first giving them careful 


| “romwansen VAT LARA noe 2 be gigs A Teese eraces (1 
ee Fe 2a 


es OF THIS REPORT 
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Atlante 2 62-562. 


efty’ drunk’ aod ca ted tha AR bed 


ceived a cali fro 


s SEE b2d the babit it of if eatttng, exertion 


that he was ae Detred t, Michigan, 
and was working with the su Here advised tha was a 
etaunch supporter of HUET LONG during that LONG was active and had 
aided in perfecting the arrangenents whereby LONG addressed the Georgia bi 
Legislature in session, He cited as an example ‘aw activity that 
arranged a number of chairs to ce reserved for prominent men in b1 
Atlanta, and who would be seated on the lezisiature floor du the time 7 
LONG would address the legislature. stated that reo 
served one of these chairs for hin, et toa 
point to where it became monotoncas that occupy this seat during 
HUEY'S stay in Atlanta, 


He recalled that —_ an especially good friend of the 
subject and believed that some organisation in which they were both } 7 
interested, Other than that he could supply no detaiia Sn either 


SER = & ose 


re Through who is Executive Officer to Assistant Chief 
of Staff, G-2, At ,» and a former lawyer in Atlanta, it was noha Klan 
had an exceptionally low reputation a 

a thet he was not ethics), uptulOUS »| 


cafe we Sy abatipe emer). tip a SG, 








































= Me counsel tec age: as contac ne ; r any inf ors on 
of any type in that he velieved “ha a attest to utilise the 


— _. — & 


contact for his own gaine ; : b7. 










As the Result of contacts with 


well acquainted, he succeeded in 
is presently in Detroit, Michigan, engaged in some 


kind of political activity with the subject, 


REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO OFFICE OF ORIGIN. 
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“ - * JPHa: WJ. | 
PRECORDLg11-3-42 | | - " 
62-43818-144 | i oe ee a 
Date: po Se eee es 


+ 


$5: Assistant Attorney General Wendell Barge be ie -_ _ a 





slew witod Sear th OP - a a RE ee me os ey me *~ mi a 
Ieee ie = Moe J Ragar Hoover ~’ * Director, Federal Bureau ¢ of Investigation 
. : ‘ ee ‘ Oe Baebes : 
wae a THE COMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION; a ae | 
a INTERMAL eee SEDITION. - 2 ¥ 
Mr. Tolson , i . 8 
- Mr. E.A. Tamm, ; = 
ite Cleese 4 ‘Yor your information, 1 wish to advise that s copy "bt the report 






Mr. Glavia O2 special Agent subaitted in connection with the abogs- . b 
ae \ Me, Lada |)» Watttled matter a ante, &, on October 20, 1942, wal. Toryarded 7& 
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ys FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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CHARACTER OF CARE in 
NETH art, ake Gorald Ini. Ceuith} | 


ay ae aa L.KG "Schmidt; 
OMUTTTER OF ONE MILLION 






‘ont ‘ Pa 
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Records of Butler University indicate that SMITH 
only attended that school occasionally for two 
semesters beginning February, 1927. Informants 
reveal that SMITH came to Indianapolis 1923 as 
pastor of the Seventh Caristian Church where he was 
pastor for approximately two years resigning to become 
pastor of the University Park Church where he remained 
7 a until 1929, at Buenas time 7 resigned to ge to 
eS © Kingshighway veport uisiana due to his he 

5 ae | Nr ORNATIN CONT AINED the Teivoratty Fa Park Church in debt; his ro pea 
ten ' his debts, and his frequencies from the pulpit, 
- 1} HE FR AS ty uN N, “1 ASSIFIED the Church Board was about to ask for his resignation 
- ONE 7s 






Ve-otiphre” he resigned. Informants advise that he lived 

beyond his means, was unreliable, did not pay, is. 

' @bligations unless forces to do 50 > and had a #reat 
¥ 14 eae : 















desire for publici ae 
ge pod SS LE EE AS : 
a 4 i | any ieczoral conduct pmnile in Indianapolis. 
! 
a asad a 
REFERENCE: Report of Special Agent dated at bo | 
New Orleans, Louisiana x 
eh ae oe 
DETAILS  oakte 0. 






i} 


. C2 On “September 11, 1942, Ds cecerieg ec ccael 
of Atler = y available the, 
yr. ) " ~ 





concerning GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH during his attendance at that school. 
These records reflected that he had entered on February 8, 1927 and received 
- credit for four hours work during the next two semesters. The enly grades 
received by him were one in Christian Doctrines, B-, and one in the summer 
session in the same subject, B-. SMITH, at the time of his entrance, stated 
that he was born February 27, 1898 at Pardeeville, Wisconsin and graduated from 
the Viroqua High School, Viroqua, Wisconsin in June, 1914 and that he received 
a Bachelor of Oratery degree from Valparaiso University in 1917, and that he 
was a member of the Disciples Church. . 
, . wif 
Under date ef September 11, 1942, Sees: the School 
of Religion, Butler University, informed the writer that he became very well 
acquainted with SMITH during his stay in Indianapolis. He stated that when 
SMITH left the Seventh Christian Church in about 1926 er 1927, he resigned to 
be minister of the University Park Church. From then on, he was associated 
with him through that church and occasionally when SMITH attended Butler Universit 
in the school of religion. He stated that SMITH did not attend school very 
much and didn't think that when he did attend he learned very mich. 
stated that he had ne idea why SMITH left the Seventh Chris 

> However, while he was pastor at the Univeraity Park Church, he accumulated 
quite a lot of debts, one of which wes 2a $400.00 note with the Fletcher Trust 
Company on which he was an indorser, and that when SMITH went to Louisiana, 
he had not paid this note which necessitated him writing to SMITH and requesting 
in strong terms that he do so in the near future and after some time, the 
note was paid. 






a fe: stated that the reason that SMITH went to 
Louisiana was that he got the University Park Church terribly in debt and 

en numerous eccasions, he did not conduct services when he should have and for 
this reason, the church was about to ask for his resignation when SMITH surmised 
same and handed in his resignation and immediately thereafter went to Louisiana 
to the Kingshighway Church at Shreveport. 


eee also stated that SMITH lived beyond his means and 
believed tha accumulated quite a lot ef ether debts, but he was unable te 
state whether or not he ever paid them. He indicated further that although he 
had not seen SMITH but on one occasion since his departure from Indianapolis, 
he believed SMITH was the type of man that would go into most any kind of work 
as long as it paid him well and he had heard that he was being furnished with 
meney from the Henry Ford Corperation at the present time. es 


GES «1-3 that there was never any question by anyone 
concerning TH's moral character to the best of his knowledge. 
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ved 
he left this girl with a QB who presently resides i 
Bee In atten to the girl, he had a boy, GERALD, utiom she 


On September 7 1942, the writer contacted | 


ee informed the writer that SVTTH came to indtanapereets a 








On September dl, 1942, 


advised that she was a member ef the University Park Church at the time SHITE 


was the pastor there. She stated that she was extremely fond of SMITH at the 
time he was in Indianapelis, but she understoed he changed his ways quite a lot 
Since he left here. She further stated that the enly reason that she knew of 
why SMITH left here was that he Was called to the Kingshighway Church in 
Shreveport, Louisiana. eee ee 


a stated that #hile SMITH was in Indianapolis, he had two 

children t of the time, one of which was a girl by the name of 

BEATRICE who liv bee hin for about three years and when he left Indianapolis, 
s gi 






he adopted while in Indianapolis. She further. stated that so 
far as Mrs. SMITH was concerned, she was a very lovely woran end she mrer saw 
ene of ‘them without seeing the other ene. - : 








minister for the Seventh Christian Church where he remained as such for about 
two years when he resigned to become minister of the University Park Church 
which was resultant of two churches merging and SMITH thought this would give 
him greater opportunities because he had visgions of building a huge church. 
Upon becoming minister of this church, SMITH prevailed upon the members to buy a 
group ef lots and as they were lecated in an expensive neighborhood ithey proved 
eventually to be too much of an undertaking and resulted in the lots being given 
beck to their former owners and the Church taking a great loss. 


SE »:2:<: that in order to paint a picture of the type 
eof indivi TH was, he cited as an example that in 1920, SMITH 
opposed him as a candidate for the secretary of the Indiana Christian Missionary 


RMA A A «A 11s Lt ont = a4 
Society f for which SMITH campaigned very actively, such pr oceedure breaking ait 


precedence in church. He stated that SMITH was a pious individual pee 
publicity and wanted to be in the public eye at all times. | 


went on to relate that while SMITH was in Indianapolis, 
he went to four or five different people to borrow $500.00 to purchase a lot on 
which to build a home for himself and he knows that three of these individuals 
leaned him a totel of $5000 while $500.00 was all that was needed to purchase 
this lot. 








CE stated that he did not know very much about SMITH's 
personal Tite > But never heard of any scandal pertaining to his morals and — 
to the best of his knowledge, it was without blemish. 


heey copies of the official year books of ministers 


published by the Disciples of Christ that showed SMITH as & pastor of the follow 
ing churches3 - 


1921 ~- Pastor of Footville, Wiaconsin Church 

1922 - Church not shown, but showed SMITH at Beloit, Wisconsin 

1923 - Pastor of a church, name of which is not shown at Kansas, Illinois 
1924-1927 - Pastor of Seventh Christian Church, Indianapolis 

1927-1929 - Pastor of the University Park Christian Church, Indianapolis © 
1929 — Kingshighway Church, Schreveport, Louisiana 


. _' On September 22, 1942, the writer contacted ae 
es who stated that she had been a member of the University Park 
urch dur 


the time thet SMITH was pastor there. 








af 1. 


ae ae ee revealed that SMITH was liked extremely well by some 
members of the congregation and disliked equally by other members, although she 
could not explain the reason for this, but believed it was due to some of the 
members being extremely conservative while dhers were more liberal towards the 
way church services should be conducted. 


ad stated further that she had never heard any criticism 
on SMITH's moral conduct and thought that he had a very lovely wife and that 
per always appeared to be very happy. 







On September 22, 1942, the writer contactec QE at 
quaemaanion who stated that he was a member of the Board at the 
ersity Park Vhurch during the time that SMITH was a pastor at this church. 


ae reiterated the information given +y SRS as to the reason 


“that SKITH left that churh and went to Shreveport, Louisiana. 
lead 
informed the writer that SMITH would/a dual life such as 









giving the reason to his congregation for not being able to be at his church 

on Sunday that he was to preach at another church in some other part of the state 
whereas he would go off sometimes with his wife for a week-end and on other 
occasions, he would be attending political rallies. He further stated that 

in his opinion, SMITH was a liar and never paid his bills unless forced to do 80. 
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f} 8 
Rx WRAAAA, 








ted that SMITH's wife 
ery lovely person and her maiden name was £ OR RQORENSON and was born 


and ra‘ised in Janesville, Wisconsin. She further related that she has a brother 
who iss a practicing physician in Elkhorn, Wisconsin, whom she was sure would be 
able to furnish the full information as to the circumstances surrounding his 


sister's marriage to SMITH. She .s also under the impression that Dr. SORENSON 
was not fond of SMITH. 


a -::- that SMITH was a promoter as a result of which he 
got the church terribly in debt and the members dissatisfied with him to the 
extent of asking for his resignation. However, prior to thetr formal request, 


SMITH found out about it and made arrangements to go to the Kingshighway Church 
in Shreveport. . 


stated finally that she was positive there was never any 
scandal co "s approaching any girls in his Sunday School class or 
any others and whenever he went out, Mrs. SMITH was always with hia. 















The writer contacted re on September 26, 1942 who 
revealed that he was on the Board @ venth Christian Church at the time 


SMITH was pastor theree He further stated that he was unable to give any reason 
why SMITH left the Seventh Christian Church with exception of the reason to 
build a new church near Butler University which he thought would give him greater 
opportunities for expansion, He further informed that he never heard of any 


immoral cenduct on the part of SMITH during his residence in Indianapolis. 
Under date of September 26, 1942, of 


after consulting her records, advise t she had no information 
subject under date of September 26, 1942. 7 


aS -: the Identification of the Indianapolis Police 
' Department advised thet their files did not contain the nemes of GERALD L.K. SMITI 
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THE MILWAUKEE FIELD DIVISION a : 


Will interview Dr. ‘SORENSON in an effort to ascertain from him the 
full circumstances surrounding oe matrttece to = ea pter. ELEANOR. 
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Sederal Bureau of we oe . Clee .....-- oo 


Anited States Bepartment of Justice 
Detroit, Michigan 
October 13, 1942 
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Re: GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, was; 
INTERNAL SECURLTY = SEDITION ss >? 


— ee nee 
Dear Sir: DE = tx 


A. “eh 


Please Xe advised that the following additional aitonucbicn has been bu 
received fr whose identity is known to ypure 


On September 28, 1942, SMITH advised Senator ROMER EEENOLDS that 
despite his defeat for the Republican nomination he was going to run as an 
independent Republican, SMITH wanted Senator REYNOLDS to advise his goad 
friend (possibly Senator PRENTISS M WN) so that the friend would realize 
‘that if SMITH didn't get the election, the friend's election would be assured, 



























6 SMITH advised his close friend Reverend LELANDYMARION of Pontiac, 

= xz Michigan that he was going to release a statement to the press at noon on 
A September 30, 1942, that despite his defeat in the Primary Election of the 
Republican Party and his failure to get the Republican nomination for the 
office of United States Senator from the State of Michigan, he intended to 
run as an independent Republican candidate for the same office in the November 
Elections. 


peut was obtaining assistance in his political campaigns from Mrs, 
MURRAY; KNOWLES, former member of the America First Committee and active 
leader of United Mothers of America in Detroit, Michigan. 


SMITH plans to have amall stickers printed which his followers can 
paste onto the ballot in the November Elections. He met some difficulty in 
this however because he learned that the official ballots were not leaving 
any blank space for such stickers, 


; : onversation between ae S déenagen,—BERN, 
“Yeoman, said that he has he a D has Bnough tires 










to last his employees eighteen years. Ld sugdested that SMITH : 
contact HENRY FORD personally and get a a is besaubetiis ness 
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Letter to Director Re: GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, was; 
October 13, 1942 INTERNAL SECURITY = SEDITION 

was sensational in view of the fact that FORD has approximately 200,000 pi~ 
employees, Mr. DOMAN advised that SMITH obtained a tire, which 

he displays at his political campaign ings, indirectly FORD. He 

said he wasn't sure whether the tire came directly from LE or the Ford 


Motor Company but he explained that Dr. HALE worked with the Ford Motor 
Company on the same process for the manufacture of synthetic rubber. 


SMITH held one of his organizational political meetings on the night 


of October 8, 1942 and the meeting was apparently satisfactory from SMITH'S 


point of view, 





Some criticism was made to Mr. DOMAN by a win took 
exception to remarks about HUEY LONG being a great an ghis mistakes 
only when under the influence of liquor. eee cc ictzes this on the b Y ial 
ground that HUEY LONG was not here to def d respect should be 
shown to the dead. Mr. DOMAN explained that these comments were made by 
SMITH because the enemies of SMITH were always condemning him for having been 
a Lieutenant of HUEY LONG and SMITH wanted to make it clear that this was 
nothing he had any reason to hide, 







Informant stated that SMITH on October 8, 1942 announced, "Before 
we will submit to being city-slicked by another WENDELL WILKIE or any of his 
Michigan stooges, we will start a new party and nominate CHARLES eq LINDBERGH 
for President. 






Mr. DOMAN and a of the United Mothers of America discussed 
the great ovation that SMITH received at his meeting when he praised CHARLES A. 
LINDBERGH. cee sercr ge AME that she wished SMI btain the public 
endorsement e y CHARLES A. LINDBERGH. aii ment ioned 
the fact that Commnist newspaper reporters were att g to interview SMITH. b7' 
She atated that the recent publicity given to HENRY FORD'S statement on the 


Federation of the World was probably a misquotation due to prejudice of 


unfavorable newspaper reporters, She said that Y FORD certainly doesn't 
believe in any World Federation because CHARLESMCLNDBERG doesn't and HENRY 
FORD is right in with LINDBERGH. , 


mM shoe $e eee dec Ad ae af 


SMITH spoke to his mother in Delavan, Wisconsin and after receiving 
- compliments on his radio speech told his mother that he was one of the most 
abused men in the world and that his enemies were even trying to put him in 
the Federal EST ones anys y 


GERALD SMITH told C. J¢{ SMITH that he had succeeded in finding out 
who are the real leaders the Foreign Policy, Association. He said they 
were Rabb SE, ELEANOR SEVELT, and HAROL SKI whom SMITH termed the 
notorious English Communist. SMITH said that these people stood for a "big 
super-dooper world government and that's the nigger in the woodpile", SMITH 
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Letter to Director Re: GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, was; 
October 13, 1942 7 INTERNAL SECURITY = SEDITION 


said he didn't know about this previously. 

SMITH commented on WALLACE'S statement by saying that WALLACE 
didn't want us to spoil the great rubber industry because that might inter- 
fere with international relations. SMITH commented sarcastically, "We can 


crawl on our stomachs and go to town on our knees but we mustn't hurt the 
feelings of the British-Dutch rubber monopoly." 


Very truly yours, 


P ae st Lingo 
aa bry JOHN S. BUGAS 
- O<= Special Agent in Charge 
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United States Department of Justice ee 


Post Office Box #2118 
Detroit, Michigan ~ 
October 29, 1942 
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Re: GrcRALD L. K. SMITH 
INTEWAL SECURITY = CUSTODIAL DETINTICH 
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Dear Sir: 





Please be advised that the following addition 
information has been received fron Mii? 3 whose bP 


identity is known to you. 


SMITH at this time is devoting his entire energy 
toward the promotion of his politicel campaign as an independent 
Republican candidate as United States Senator from the State of Micnigan. 
S.ITH refers to his ow campaign asa "Sticker Campaign" because the 
official ballot will not have his name on it, nor will there be any place 
for the sticker. i1t will be necessary for his followers to paste a sticxer 
eran hod reading "Unite States Senator Ggrald L. K. Smith" over the name of Senator 
se ama PiuNTISS MABAOWK or Judge aii emit and then to mark a cross in front 
of the sticker. 





e 
2 


SYITH is having difficulty with his "Stcker Campaign" 
in view of the fact that the Secretary of State, HANY F.AxcLLY, Republican 
candidate for Governor in this same election, is not making any provision 
for S:—TH as a Third Party Candidate in districts where voting machines 
are being used. SMITH has threatened injunction proceedings against this 
ruling, 





SIITH has sent a telegram challenging his opponents 
BROVN and FERGUSON to debate the rubber tire issue and other serious issues 
of the campaign. As yet, no acceptance has been received, BRON and 
FEXGUSON debated between thenselves over the radio and SMITH regarded this 
es entirely unilluminating since there were no real issues_ be between them a 
except who will receive Ene salary of United States Semt Z 

o- - fe Se Y? 
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Letter to Director _ October 29, 1942 


SMITH has still publicly hinted that if the Republican 
Party does not throw off the control of stuffed—shirg politicians and 
return to the principles of the "common man", he wi 1 find it necessary to 


eae — ge ee Iie TA MMe arte ae & — . J 


organize an all~American parvcy and have CHARLES Awl WINUSiLNGN &28 Une svanagara 


bearer in 194. 


SMITH is still making the principal issue of his political 
campaign the alleged attempt of the Government to protect the international 
rubber monopoly at the expense of the public. SMITH still insists that 
there are enough rubber tires to fit all normal consumption. He cites as 
authority for his argument certain press releases proceeding fram statements 
of rubber manufacturers in Akron, Ohio. SMITH contends both, privately 
and publicly, that rubber rationing is entirely unnecessary and that gasoline 
rationing is accordingly unnecessary since its admitted purpose is to conserve 
rubber. SMITH has attacked the 35 mph speed as unconstitutional and attacked 
the present adninistration of slowing down the war effort to a pace of 35 mph 
when it is necessary to speed up the war effort to win the war, SMITH, in 
open defiance of the 35 mph restriction, publicly announced that he would 
drive to Battle Creek, Michigan, on October 22, 19,2, at speeds between 25 mph 
and 65 mphe SMITH adnitted that he actually drove at speeds up to 65 mph 
and was not molested by law enforcement authorities. 


S'ITH hes privately criticized the Democratic campaign 
poster which read, "Support your Commander and’Chief, both Democratic", 
SiITH said that that canpaign slogan was no good and that he would pounce 
on it. i 


Representative or one of Kalamazoo, Michigan, 
attempted to contact SLITH on October 10, 19%)2, but was unsuccessful. 


Very truly yours, 


F ; JOHN S. BUGAS 
a7) im Special Agent in Charge 
62-1126 
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REFORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE miro gpa REPORT MADE BY . mw * 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS — 10/5, 6/42 = Mia 
TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE 
also known as: . . 
ng a 


SEDITION 


SYNOPSISOF FACTS: rs. DILLING stated to Burean Agent that she 
is acquainted with Subject, who is ker good 
friend, and that he is being per fer his 
attacks on Commmism. Captain BARL/SOUTHARD is 
Secretary-Treasurer and leader of Citisens 

Patriotic Comttee, formerly mown as "Citizens 
Keep America Out of War Comsittee, ® ch caters 
to pre-war isolationists. ELI DILLIMG, 
Gersan-American National Alliance, We the Mothers 
Mobilise, Inc., the Patrick Henry Forum and other 
organisations in Chicago under investigation by 
Federal Grand Jury for alleged sedition. Citisens 
Committee presently holds meetings in support of 
candidacy of Congreseman DAY and Senater BROOKS. 


REFERENCE: Report of Special agent mdeat 38,7 
Detroit, Michigan, July 2%, 19a 


DETAILS: AT CHICAGO, ILLIWOISs 


In 8 conversation between Mrs. BEIZABETH DILLINMG and the Wriper in 

May of 1942 Mrs. DILLING stated that her good friend GERALD SMITH was | 
being persecuted by the Department of Justice for his opposition to 
Communism, At this time the Briter observed in Mrs, DILLIMG's office 


& copy of a greeting card from Subject, bearing pictures of Subject 
his wife and bis son. : = reer 











di inforgation in the Detroit Field office, aly DILLING carries 
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with which she employs three fenale assistants, all ef whom are very leyel to 
Mre. DILLIMG and will do or say nothing to incriminste her er any ef her friends 
and associates. Inasmuch as re. DILLIMI is presently uniter indictaent in 
Washington, D. C. fer sedition, it is not deemed advisable at this tins te 
interview her or her assistants concerning the relationship between her and 
Subject ef this case. fherefore, leads set out in reference report requesting | 
infermtion concerning the relationship between Mrs. DIIZING and SMITH are met ~ 
being covered at this tines. 


fhe files 6 5@ Ori obso Fielc 
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pth es Pa e, 2, a 

was & ong Lvolationist p 

senator BROOKS and Congressman DAY 

4 with “Captain ° 

Leads Bet oat TH ‘Feference report 
and the Subject ef this case 


alae bn ee 


Peay : ae Sle wd 


he Chicage Field Office reflect that 
to the war, still an ardent supporter | 
and the Chicago Tribune and is well acqu 
and EARL SOUTHARD ef the, Citisens Connit 
t© determine the relationship between 
are not, therefore, being covered at tS Gile. 













The files of the Chicago Field Office do not reflect any information concerning 
any relationship between Subject and of the Chicago Tribune. 


, b4 
The files of the Chicago Field Office in the case entitled “CITIZENS KEEP 
AMERICA OUT OF WAR COMMITTEE, also known as Citisens USA Committee and Citisens 
Patriotic Committee," INTERNAL rea Tey SEDITION, reflect that 





EARL SOUTHARD and Captain WILLIAM J.\GRACE of Chicago are the leaders of the 

_ Citisens Committee, which prior to r 7, 1941, was strongly isolationist 
emi since December 7, 1941, has confined itself to supporting the candidacy of 
Congressman DAY and Senator BROOKS of Tllinois. It is further noted that 
Captein SOUTHARD and Captein GRACE have beth testified before the Federal Grand 
dary at Chicago investigating sedition im connection with the activities of 
the Citisens Committee. It is further noted that the membership list of the 
Citizens Comittee includes officers of the German-American Wational Alliance 
We the Mothers Mobilise, BERT and F) LAPETRXDITLIIG. t3 ¢ ae ATLL fz 
personal secretaries - 
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PLLIAM\KULLGREN and DOWALD 3.) Mets h presently under indict- 
or sedition in Washington. f and 
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Yor the iateceatiaats of the Detroit Pita Ottiee, no information has yet been 
developed concerning EARL : : 

action may be predicated; GR. CER Sein ng aceite ali: 

this time it is not deemed advisab. > inter SY; TRACK con~ 
cerning the relationship between the Citisene Coamittee and the Bubject of this 
ease. e, 
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ic) J» eh ee Mr. Clegg 
Federal urea of Jnuestiontion + Mr Glayio 
Mr. Ladd 
Rnited States Bepartment of Justice Mr. Nichols 
Washington ° Mr. Rosen 
? B. . Mr. Traey 
JKM: BK October Mr. Carson 
11:45 AM. 4, +942 Mr. Coffey 
. Mr. Hendon 
Mr. Kramer 
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED : Mr. McGuire 
HETEIN TS UNCLASSIFIED EXCEPT MEMORANDUM FOR M”. LADD Mr. Harbo__ 
Qo ee ee boas O Mr. Quinn Tamm__ 
: Re: GERALD L. KF SiITH Tele. Room 
alee Sedition ais Newco 
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I spoke to SAC Bugas, plata, about this case thot t 
He informed me haa 


\ today, and told him of the abov 
YW” fact had an appointment with sh “October Pe 
coy one of en, brought @ to i 
and Defor an them state nitely that tolda 
GUM 2c2r2 0201 


definitely wanted to tell the FBI eve g he knew 
it involved rd, Mrs. Ford or anyone else. 
that he fully un ood these instructions. He had with Te) as. what he calle 


exhibit books which contained uncancelled checks and other alleged documents and 
data. He also stated that he had additional material in safety deposit boxes, b 
one of which wes located in Washington, D. C. He was anxious to secure that addi- 
tional material and return with it to Mr. Bugas. He is due back in Detroit this 
afternoon and Mr. Bugas has a tentative appointment with him for this evering. 
indicated that it would take him four or five hours to cover the matter 


ugnly » Fe 


Mr. Bugas advised me he had his previous conversations a 
on records and will take the same precautions in the above described planne 
interview. As soon as this interview is effected and he has the complete data, /, 

ae will submit it to the Bureau. He was HEEge, bo to do this at the earliest ¥ 


opportunity. 
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Ok Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 


indicated, explain this deletion. 


Wi Deleted under exemption(s) b 7c L DD with no segregable 
material available for release to you. 





Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


[-] Document(s) originating with the following govemment agency(ies) __ ee Sr 
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, | Mr. Coffey .._.......- 
Mr. Hendoa ....... 
Mr. Kramer... ._.... 
Mr. McGuire .__..... 
Mr. Quinn Tamm... 
Mr. Nease.......-. 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
Miss Gandy*..... 


Q  - Se nee ie 
Ret Gerald L.X. Smith; 
The Comittee of One Million. 







ger g made to pages 10 and 11 of the seoert of Special 
Agent dated June 29, 1942, at Detroit, Michigan, in 
which Tre is. 0 @ wammary of the incom tax returns of the 
th, and to page 16 of the report of Special Agent 
eiie:...i May 23, 1942, containing information that the agury 
went was to investigate the alleged fraudulent federal income tax 
returns of Gerald LK. Smith. 











yiv 





Information is requested as to whether the then contenplatea ) 
investigation has been completed and ite results, and if such investi- 














| gation included the tax returns filed on behalf of Mfhe Committee of ( 

iiss ae : One Million,*® * Federation of Americanization,” and any other organ- 

rele isation which may be used by Smith in the acquisition or disposition of 

Staal fonds. ‘The income tax inquiry should, of course, inclwe these ce: 
isations. 


There is set forth-on page 6 of the report of Special dees 
dated August 28, 1943, at Kew Orle y 
egedly supplied to the Burean' 


| 











ye 
pr) 
said to have been compiled by the Hearst organisation 
on 1 Saith's Saat. It is requested that thie file be secured or dupli- 
cated if it ie still in existence, or that ite former existence and the 
information alleged to have been contained 
interviews of the parties, mentioned by It | 
- fe farther requested that any leads based upon an e this wm !'; 
‘material be developed by investigation, == {/ 7 — SH/E . S. ED 
| - | B 
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The Oriminal Division eleo desires that the birth records 
at Pardeeville, Wisconsin, be searched to ascertain the truth of the 


allegation that Gerald Lee Smith's name originally wag" Schnidt.® 
The eubject is said to have been born either on February 7 er Febru- 
ary 27, 1695. 


dated May 23, 1942, at Detroit, Michigan, in whieh men- 
of am article carried by the Tnited Preas from New York 

on October 20, 1936, concerning the announcement by Smith ef the 
formation of a Fascist crganisaticn to seise the Government of the 
United Statee, 16 ia requested that an effort be mate to secure a 
copy of Smith's amouncement if it was in writing, and, in any case, 
that you attempt to locate and interview, concerning the context 
thereof, persons present when Smith made such announcement. 


With further reference to the report of nt b 
ted 2 it is requested that Toe 
mentioned on page & o report, be 


ewed conce r knowledge of Smith's activities and com 


i faces to page 2 of the vecext ef Special scent GR , a 










tacts. 





The report of Special Agent dated June 11, 1942, bo 
at 4t indicates on page 5 that corresponded with Willian 
Dadl elley reporting progress he was making with the organisation 
of "The Some of One Millfon.® fhe following excerpt from the 
February eon 1942, desue of "The Hour” 1 se indicates the exist- 
ence of @ between Gxith and Pelle "On August 5, 
1938, H. ia, cutive director of th yr Shirts of Amer- 
dea, sent to Dp. Led Birkhead, airector of t riends of Denmoo- 
racy, a letter which stated: 


"0 snewering your letter of the Sra regarding ir. 
Gerald L.K. Smith's connection with the Silver Shirts, 
which you say he denies, we have on file certain let- 
tere and telegrams received fron him.... The letters 
are all written on Silver Shirts of America letter- 
heads end signed by him. His registration number as a 
member of the Silver Shirts was 3223 and his wife's 
momber was 3220.'" 


However, it is stated in the report of Special Agent aa bo 
dated gust 25, 1942, at Indianapolis, Indiana, that no correspo & 
ence between Gmith and Pelley was included in the material seised 

from Pelley by Special Agents of the Indianapolis Field Division. 





17890. 
Special Agent QB raccosts that Pelley's print ing establ isheent ba ey 
was located in e, Morth Carolina, from about 1932 to 1940 . 


and that correspondence between Pelley and Saith may have been 
among some seized by eome local official at Asheville. The Crin- 
inal Division likewise has learned that certain of Pelley's files 
were seized in 1934 or 1935 by the McCormack-Dicksteim Congree- 
sional Committee and are presumed now in the custody of the Clerk 
of the House. It is requested that an effort de made te lecate 
eorrespondence between Snith and Pelisy, and if such effort prove 
wasuccessful to locate H.E. Martin and interview him on the 
nature and location of the correspondence to which he referred in 
his above-mentioned letter. 





A number of reports indicate that Gerald L.K. Smith was 
once an organiser of the Silver Shirts, and that he organised a 
group of Storm froopers at Shreveport, Louisiana, in 1934 er early 
> se 1935- It is requested that an attempt be made to identify and 
ok a interview persons acquainted with this —— of Saith. 





p:-+>- April 24, 1942, at Detroit mentions a copy of Smith's publicatio 
' "Too Mach Roosevelt® as being attached thereto. The Criminal 


Davi 5i0n desires tbat a Ssopy or this publication be Bade avatten) 
to it for review. 


The report of Special scent dated a 59 





It is desired that reports on the investigations 
requested herein be aaa to eee Criminal Division at the ear- 
liest péasible date. — 


m as 7 yA G Reapectfully, 


~ a WENDELL BERGE, . 
; Agaictant Attomey General. 
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RE: GERALD L. EK. SMITHS 
THE COMMITTEE OF ONE WILLIOV 
‘ SEDITION 


Reference is made to your menorandum of November 9, 1942, relative 
to the above-captioned subject, | Bag : . 


EY 





ee : Concerning your specific inquiry as to subject's reported former 
aa association with William Dudley Pelley, I wish to advise that under date of 
copy of a report submitted in this case by Special Agent bi 
at Charlotte, North Carolina, on September 17, 1942, was 
mit Division of Records. From a review of this report you will 
note that the files of the Charlotte Office of this Bureau reflect no indica- 
tion of correspondence between Pelley and Saith. . 


| Further, in this connection, I invite your attenti 1fi to 
page 6 of the report submitted in this case by Special cont iar sy 
= at Detroit, Michigan, on September 2, 1942, and page 7 of the report su )1 
A by the same Agent at Detroit, Michigan, on August 11, 1942. Copies of these 
J ss eports wore made available to you under dates of September 17, 1942 and Aucust 
. 18, 1942, and, as you will observe, the citations referred to both have pertinence 
to the question of Suith's alleged association with Pelley and the Silver Shirt 
wovenzent. * : 
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Pursuant to the specific request set forth in the next to the last 
paragraph of your memorandum, there was transmitted to the Division of Records 
under date of December 11, 1942, a photostatic copy of Smith's publication 

- Tolsefoo Wich Roosevelt,® mentioned as an enclosure in the report of Special Agent 

- £. ASdlomon, at Detroit, Michigan, on April 24, 1962s 4 > ae a ee 

Clegg 8 Es a sghdsO SM FL 

-Glavis. ee eee s48T5 * 
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_ Date: December 10, 1942 | ALL Pes ATIC Ci CONTAINED 





Zi To: BAC, Detreit — HEE- ire ee [Sy NSS EED 


DATE _afiofee. BYzcxarrnc- 


From: J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Fedéral Bureau of Investigation 


Subject: GERALD L. X. SMITH 3 
COMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION 
INTERNAL SECURITY - SEDITION | 


Reference is nade to the Bureau's teletype of Novenber 3 and the 
Bureau's letter of November 4, 1942, both = connection cis the above- 


captioned matter. 


AB you were duatvasted in reference commnications, it is desired 
that you promptly su ormation fur= gu 
nished your office by 
tion set forth in the pare 
made available to you with the Bureau's letter o 








vember 4, 1942. 


For your further information in connection with your future in 
mnteutiee of this matter, there are set forth below pertinent portions of 
@ memorandum recently received from the Criminal Division of the Department 
in connection with this case. AS you will observe, the below-quoted portions 
of the memorandum have to do with additional agin d 4n this matter which is 


desired by the Criminal Division: | 


. Tolson "Ref f to pages 10 and 12 of the report of Special 
oe rhesnt dated June 29, 1942, at Detroit, Michigan, 
whi re is set forth a summary of the income tax returns of the 


.C1 
eee t Smith, and to page 16 of the report of Special Agent | 
dated May 23, 1942, containing information that the Treas- 










be 






ane re partaent was to investigate the alleged Fraudulent federal incous 
; Ronen tax-returns of Gerald ZL. K. Saith. = " 
“Mr. bed | eYntornation ' Xs Elected as as to whether the then contemplated 
r. Carsen investigation ag been, completed and its results, and if such investi- 
. Coffey n inciu ‘the tax ‘ret ed on behalf of 'Tbe Committees of 
Hendon iion,' 'The Fedora oof Americanisation,* and eny other . 
Kramer rganization Which may be used by Suith in the acquisition or 





. McGuire__| disposition of funds.. =  Lnoome tax impiiry should, of 





poconoaet 


HE dhe 





BAC, Detroit ob: Ads ae 


Fela CE Ms 


PSP: 


is set forth on page 6 of the report of Special Agent 
dated August 28, 1942 
to the 








rene 


7. 
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oe 
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re Poy, . 
4 Piet e, mt a 
, . Ly ao J 2s . oe vera "4 
eevee OT nt) Naas ania 








as fe, 





mg a file ve been compiled by the Hears 
tion on Suith's past. It is requested that this file be secured a 
duplicated if it is still in existence, or that its former existence 


and the information alleged to have been oo 

by interviews of the parties mentioned DL cp orca 
It is further requested that any leads on of 
this material be developed ty investigation. 


rhe Criminal Division leo desires that the birth records at 
Pardeeville, Wisconsin, be searched to ascertain the truth of the 
rn; allegation that Osreld L. K. Suith's name originally wes ‘Scheidt. * 
sas The subject is said to have been born either on sata 7 or 
Boy February 27, 1898. 


4 
Ue ee 
1+ i 


sncersing to page 2 f the roport of yectel Aent, : 
dated May 23, 1942, at Detroit, Michigan, in which mention b Je _. 
8 of an article carried by the United Press from Mew York on 
October 20, 1936, concerning the announcement hy Smith of the forme 
tion of a Fascist organisation to seize the Oovernment of the United 
States, it is requested that an effort be unde to secure a copy of 
Saith's announcement if 1t was in writing, and, in any case, that 
you attempt to locate and interview, concerning the context oar 
persons present when Smith made such announcement. 
} = | Fith further reference to the 


) = tal Agent 
7: cet allele 1 
; mentioned on page 6 of the re 
knowledge of Sedth's activities and contacts. 


dated Jane 11, 1942, et 
Willies 





eae “The report of Special Agent 
: Detroit indicates on page 5 that Suith corresponded with 
‘ . DPadley Pelley reporting progress he was making with the organisation b 7 Ww 

i of "The Committee of One Million.! fhe following excerpt from the 

| February 21, 1942, issue of 'The Hour’ likewise indicates the exist- 

ence of correspondence between Smith and Pelleys: 'On August 5, 1938, — 

BE. E. Martin, executive director of the Silver Shirts of America, 

ee eres a 

letter which stateds 





+ 24 hak 











Shirts, which you say he denie 
certain letters and telegrans received fron 
The letters are all written on Silwr 8$ 
America letterheads and signed by his. . 
4atration mmber es a member of the Silver Shirte 
was 3223 and his wife's mumber was 3220.° 





However, it is stated in the report ef Special acon: 
dated August 25, 1942, at Indianapolis, Indiana, thet no © correspondance ay 
between Suith and Pelley was included in the material seised from Pe 
by Special Agents of the Indianapolis Field Division. Special ier gg 
suggests that Pelley's printing establisheent was located in Ashevi 
Worth Carolina, from about 1932 to 1940 and that correspondence between 
Pelley and Saith may bave been among some seised by some local official 
at Asheville. The Criminal Division likewise has learned that certain of 
é Pelley's files were seized in 1934 or 1935 by the MeCormack-Dickstein 
| 







Congressional Committee and are presumed now in the custody of the Clerk 

of the House. It is requested that an effort be made to locate corre 

spondence between Saith end Pelley, and if such effort prove unsuccessful 

to locate H. E. Martin and interview him on the nature and location of the 
=o correspondence to which he referred in his above-mentioned letter. 


®4 mupber of reports indicate that Osrald L. EK. Smith was once an 
cae organiser of the Silver Shirts, and that he organised a group of Stora 
week Troopers at Shreveport, Louisiana, in 1934 or early 1935. It is requested 
that an atteapt be mada to ee | = interview persons acquainted with 
this activity of Suith.® 


As @ review of your file in this aia Wat eee acuevot ihe informa- 
tion requested in the Criminal Division memorandum has already been covered in 
the reports most recently received in connection wlth this case. However, sub- 
sequent to the submission of the report requested in the first two paragraphs 
of this letter, it is desired that your office thoroughly review its file in 
this case and set out appropriate leads in order that the additional inquiry 
desired by the Criminal Division may be carried out. 


fhe Criminal Division has lately evidenced considerable interest in 
this case and accordingly it should be self-evident that this xzatter should 
ui i be pisces in line for prompt and contimous me: attention. .- 








may ne ‘ 
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ai. ... . PELSONAL -TTENTION 
MMM ate: = yovenber Ly 1942 
To: J SO . . 
SAC, DETROIT 





i 


From: J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
; F ; 
Subject: = GrraLD Le Ke aris INTERNAL SECURITY; SEDITIGN 


I am transmitting herewith two photostatic cozles of a document yp’ 
made availa:le to me by the At ey General on October 28, 1942. This 
docunent, .repa. ed iia relates to the activities of Gerald L. K. 
Snith. I desire that the mater contained therein be carefully reviewed 
and furnished the Bureau in report form. Based on this information, appropriate 
leads should be set out with a view to verifying any of thie information 
Oe eee indicating a possible violation on the -art of S:ith of any Federal statute 
Se Crd ae coming within the jurisdiction of the Bureau. 








Ne Tah ptt se Thia request should receive immediate attention and the rezort 
Bee fe EE: should be carefully prepared, inasmuch as upon its receipt in the Bureau 

ia co:les thereof will be made available to the Desartment. You should also piv 
i give expeditious attention to the request contained in ny telety,~e of ye? 
PH. arty Novenber 3, 1942, inetructing that you subuit to the Bureau in report form 
wd  f 3 the information furnished you by aE: set out in your letter of November 
ao e 1, 1942, addressed to the Bureau, = | 
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. ALL INEO°MATION CONTAINED = 7 
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a tee BATE gael BYP em bp-- BEL, I 
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| : ederal Bureau of Frvestigati - 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, B. C. 


Detroit = Michi 
November 2, 1942 


ALL INFOSMAT!ON CONTAINED 
HERE 1S UxSLASSIFED 
Director _ DATE ae sole BY nao 


Federal Bureau of Investigation’ YA 
Washington, D. C, . 








a 
Re: GERALD L. K. SItITH 
Dear Sir: 


Reference is made to Bureau letter dated September 14, 


é 1942, regarding Geralc L. K. Smith. 
sees Please be advised that on Saturda 
ee 
ia a 







4 
: JSB: ed ‘f/John S. Bugas 
47 pr i Special Agent in 
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COPIES DESTROYED | 


JN dB be 


? 





ce eVPHasB 
eo "ga g3sig 1 Sf 3 | 
12/10/42 x 





Honorable Earl G. Harrison : 
Cormissioner ates 
Immigration and Naturelisation eition. 













Franklin Trust Building | ‘ 
15th and Chestnut Streets All INFORMATION CONTAINED 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSI:1ED 
uy dear Comnissioner: DATE ___2} 30 e BY 6605 
With ther reference to our previous correspondence a 
. concerning and his application for the creation _? 
§ of @ reco wish to note, for your information b7 eos 
Re and ls the completion, of FONE file Et this natter, mz b nD 
- : J furnished certain informa- 
ee tion Paonseeiine the activities of Gerald L. K. Smith, The st 
aaa authenticity of the information so furnished is presently 
being checked by investigation. | 
7 : | 
ie +) | Sincerely yours, : . 7 ' 
mn 
Mr. Tolson . John Edgar Hoover 
Mr. BE. A. Tamm Director 
Mr. Clegg ote 
Mr. Glavia 
Mr. Ladd Sener 
Mr. Nichols Ol) ee re 
Mr. Rosen ren icc come ee ike 
{ aii: Treey__ UM UNICATIONS. SECTION 
Mr. Carson VY ATL ED: O9s on Jize qae nae 
Mr. Coffey 293 
_... Mr. Heodon La, en 12 1042 cat, C 5 Z| J3f; 
ceo Mr. Kramer WW 


x Mr. McGuire rel ERA. Birks: ae INVESTIGATION 






Mr. Quinn ae » S DEPAATEENT OF JUSTICE 


< Mr. Nease = eon 7 . ay |“ 
2 Mies Gandy gh? Y. : 
: = De 31 \ ha 


fomerde 
foy 








oe 








{ a ~*~ ° . > aed Mr. Telson 
- Cy eae” ee ae Mr. @. A. Tamm. _ 
wh as : Mr. Clegg 
i Federal Bureau of Investigation Mr. Glavin___ 
i Mr. Ladd 
United States Department of Justice Mr. Nichols 
Mr. Rosen 
Washington, B. Mr. Traey ; 


JKM: BK oa 21, 1942 Mr. Carson 

Al ena at CTD 20, ni ine 
REpE Pe Ee, SHE Ge ya y oa ee pena 
Mr. Quinn Tamm__ 

Tele. Room 


Mr. Harbo 

o “ 6S; sY GA Recently Mr. Kramer was telephonically\advised by the New wr. Nease 
ies Committee had, miss Beahm 
and Father / Wits ‘Gandy 
hiin at Detroit. I accordingly called Detroi} and requested SA 
Acting, to check on the matter. He subsecuently called and ai 
advised that no such action had heen taken. However, he did state then that .~. 
he had learmed that who is well known ceri ret e 
a! Bureau, had been associating during the past seve de with one an ~ 
investigator for the Dies Committee, and supposedly an employee of G-2 from Chigago, 
end that they had been making some inquiries about Smith and Father Coughlin. 

I subsequent 


asked SAC Johnson, Chicago, while talking to hi 
other matters, about status. He informed me that ae: — a 
mmnet formerly worked part in the Dies Committee office although a Lieutenant re 


G-2, but that recently he has been working full time for G—2 and nson of has | 




























4 


















no further connection with the Dies Committee. I advised Mr. Johnson of 
presence in Detroit and suggested that if he could discreetly determine what \, -s ~y 
wae :: doing there, he advise Detroit. a 


G 
—4 


Detroit, today informed me that he had had an opportunity toi 
pursuant to my suggestion yesterday, that he had learned irom 
0d cai ake po 


ee and Fath-r Coughlin. tmedietely upon arrival in Detroit, 
ame the time in New York and (iin o Detroit andinas 
since becn working vith 


f ae told ED tnt he bee had made absolutely no 
‘ investigation with regar since he learned some time ago that the FBI 
was investigating Smith. However, learned that 2: 


esterday trying to make an a tment with : in an effort to get for 
the information they thi concerning 














































band 


INDEXED fF 
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Who Fits 





Memorandum for Mr. Ladd . . 






As far as Father Coughlin was concerned told hat 
he is trying to get in touch with a man named Oo 1s presen ain the 


northern peninsula of Michigan, but will eventu gre to Detroit, as he has pr 





informztion indicating that in about 1938 or 1939, ir, mf the editor of 
Father Coughlin's paper, is supposed to have tried to hire for a one 
year period to disseminate German propaganda. 














Stated the lead as 
they would keep themselves advised of 
advise the Bureau. pointed out that 


"a pocket full" of ommittee subpoenas, bu S apparently not used any of 
them. 


Les 


ae: 


ig We tevec Lore 
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MEMORANDUM FOR U3. PALM | { | aN 
| | UR. LADD oe \ 


7 } 
In regcrd to the attached nenorandua ef October Z1,, * 

1942, acdressed to Lr. by Su sor Munford concerning j\ 

the activities of one I think thia notter ~.\' ~ 

shoulc be taten up with 2Ib, beccuse asically, tt seens to i} % \ 

me to be noet uncestrable tict @ man can hold a Lieutenauncy 

with Geof and presumably be ;ivtnz all of hte time to that 
i  ergontzation, and then ge alie to tase a leave of cbhsence 
of a week or two weeks and proceed off on a private tnucse- 
tigation for etther Conjresstonal Co:mittee or sore 
private detective agency. J% ta all noet ae 7, anc 
of course cefinitely undestratle. Either oucsht 
to be kept tn the Arny and cept to Arny duties, or released | 
entirely tierefrom and perform ctoilian functtoase 






\ 
be 











my. 
v4 






o” 


od 
amet Aa - 


Fe definttely have the jurtsedcictton over the 
i dseade {nueatigation of any subversive activitice upon the part 
- of gerald Le Se enith or Fether Couchlin oni tt does not 





A Ay Mtb try naar rt eel Meret to a Ae tr lll ae I 


tend to clarify the picture at all for an tadivicual vo 
54 be gotng tn and out of the Aray to conduct tnveatigattons 
ot | for persone not connected with the Arnye I would like to 
= at have thie natter taken up with Colosel Bissell and see 
_whether o stop cannot be put to tte | < . 


— 
et ee 


BD COPY FILED IS. 


Very truly youre 


ur. Totnen—aH INFORMATION CONTAINED | 
ve Cieet—HERFIH IE UNCLASSIFIED Jenn séoer Hoover 


in 
Mr. Ladd BATE 9/3 lex R cp. tetsimy Director 
Mr. Nichols | 4 ame Y st 30 | 


Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Tracy Attackaent 


Mr, Carson 14 © (cee Lr, Tonn's copy) 


Mr. Coffey 
Mr. Hendon____—. 
Mr. Kramer 
Mr. McGuire 
Mr. Quinn Tamm__ 
: Mr. Nease_ 
Miss Gandy aca 5 eee 


See 
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ae | af, SP 
\ NL i pg : 
£. ie: Surean of Irurcstinatio. ae Mr. Glavin 


i, Mri. A.+ Tamm: 





Mr. Ladd 
Hinited States Bepartment of Justice oi 
Washington, RB. ¢. K Mr. Roseh. 
‘ Mr. Tracy 
Mr. Carson 
November 3, 1942 Mr. Coffey 





ae” 3 4 Mr. Hendoo 
\ Mr. Kramer 
g)— Mr. McGuire 
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. LADD 3 Mr. Harbo 
Mr. Quinn Tamm___ 
Tele. Room 
Reference is made to the Director's memorandum to Mr. Mr. Neasea_ 
Tamm and t 25, 1942, with reference to th iss Beabm 











0 a G2 empl - Mr. Hoover Miss Gandy 
structe e matter be taken up with Colonel Bissell to see 
why a G-2 employee should be granted leave in order to work for the 
Dies Committee in making an investigation of Gerald L. K. Smith and rn 
Father Coughlin. 



















and in the writer's ~: 


I discussed this matter ¥ 38¢ < 
who is the G-2 officer in Ss 


es presence Colonel Bissell called 





| { the 6th Service Command in Chicago. advised Colonel Bis- “ou 
sell that Congressman Dies had sent e wire to General Aurand, Commanding Gen- ae 
eral a Ne OLD Pry P OMmnand sAaskKin¢ng na ate Aanet QO nS acer : 













ain investigat - Genere eran, not knowing: what to rei 
d it to Ls Adjutant Ge 
S wanted. Eee Aurand did not 

and Colonel Bissell personally severely ed. 
use to be made 


or not advising General _Aurand of the probable ~~. --; 
Colonel Bissell +o TD *2* 
the Gerald L. K. ather; Coughlin investigations were de tely within™ 


the jurisdiction of the FBI and stated that by allowing a G-2 man to enter into § 
the FBI's jurisdiction even under the cloak of the Dies Committee was very em- 
barrassing to headquarters in Washington. I heard Colonel Bissell advise 
that it was very nprope 0 abhi O * sdvise Genergl 
and in this matter and heard him state the yas. 2)so improper for 

to enter into this investigati 










with this request 
zation 
know what was 
criticized 


A aw 











ected of 
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Boxy UUPY FILED 


was apparently very apologetic about his derelictio 
ow and stated 


2s 4 er: back on duty with G-2. He also stated to Colone 
e t- Bissell that any er requests of this type will be ee referred to 


G2 in Washington for consideration. 5508 
: Respectfully ,.oth 5 La 
a : i: 103 a te tlKeeo IZ 






G. C. Burton 15 ees v4 = 
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* *FEDERAL BUREAU OF acount 


THis case oricinaTeDat . DETROIT, MICHIGAN : DETROIT rugw, 62-Lng 





REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY b 


WHICH MADE 








senor, wowen | wisi |y/2,3,9,26,2 i 
i ; TITLE 73 1071742 ~ CHARACTER OF CASK es : : 
GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, INTERNAL SECURITY . Poon 
with aliases Gerald L. K4’Smith, Gerald L. K CUSTODLAL DETENTION - ( | 
- Schmidt THE, COMMITTEE OF 2,000,000 SEDITION Ez 
eer oe a Further information Surcbevating SMITHtS - Ci 
support by‘Ford Motor Company and free eel 
office spade, Further information concern=- a i te 
ing SMITH'S anti-Jewish attitude and declar—- . an | | 
| ations. SMITH complied with request of ¢ ay 
i Treasury Department and recently filed 
an income tax return for 1938. SMITH'S explar-. 3 
£4 


ation for late filing, attacked United States . 
covermeey, for harasein, a ISAC : 







og ai ay SUT Primary E C ' 
ae 5 | ation as Republican Candidate for United . - Renae 
a : i States Senator from Michigan but received .._ a 
: 120,000 votes. After conference with Senator... wn 
ROBERT/REYNOLDS, SMITH ran as independent =. 367 


Republican Candidate for election to same ene | 
office, SMITH still ig s tS? 

ompany through Shee ee 
and attempting to conbact CHARLES As 







)\ 4 /UINDBERGH SMITH has specifically intimated =. ¥ de 
al a\ er _ * that he plans to organize an independent - _ -b9 PBS « 
\ Republican Party, whichwill sponsor CHARLES Ae - persis 






LINDBERGH for President. SMITH receiving ° ee 
financial support a pen 
Naitena orker ee 
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(Detroit file 62-1126) 
: py 
REFERENCE: Report of Special Agent aay a 
dated September 2, 1942 at Detroit, gane tt ; 
: (62—1,3818) . 
DETAILS: AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN 





a . 





had heard that SMITH gets $1,000.00 a week from the Ford Motor poneanse 
also seid that the contributions which are received from follorers of SMITH, 


are used to carry the expenses of the office one Sree tan ees Ancome comes 


from outside sources, such as the money, which he is believed to 
from the Ford Motor any 










aan 





Informant also learned that SMITH was a close friend ot 


GERALD WINROD of Wichita, Bae 






Informant supplied two copies of the July, 1942 issue of 
"The Cross And The Flag", one of which is being forwarded to the Bureaus 


: At a later date, Informant supplied the writer with twc 
copies of the August, 19h2 issue of "The Cross And The panes one of which’ 


2... hoe f 
# 


being forwarded to the Bureatie . 


nies ies parent also ‘supplied copies of “SMITHS campaign 
Fs SERN TORN ace literature which appears to be purely political and for that purpose i 
GU ES haine forwarded to the Bureau but is being retained in the files of t 
f 


Ws ho We Re Se +e COS EE 











Detroit Field Office. 
















(Detroit file 62-1126) 






charges that SMITH was anti-Jewlsh. Informant stated that SMITH always denied 
these charges against him and went to great pains to prove that the prejudice 
was all on the other side and that the Jews were making it hard for SMITH to 
get along with them. Informant stated that he believed SMITH was genuinely 
anti-Jewish in his sentiments but said that he expressed this prejudice only 
in subtleties, He elaborated by saying that the sort of propaganda, which 
SMITH intends to revoke anti-Jewish prejudice, 1s represented by his defense 
of Father COUGHLIN'S "Freedom Of The Speech", by his slogan "CHRIST First In 
America", and by his repeated challenge to WALTER, WINCHELL that WINCHELL'S 
Rabbi and ae Pastor should select a Catholié ‘priest and these eee 

si de mpotber SMITH had ever done any 





a — i Pret ornant2e stated that outside of the fa 
MITH is onti-Jewien and is a power seeker, he has never had any indieatdon 
that SMITH is Fascistically inclined, 


Informant said that several years ago he recalled SMITH 
having said that GERALD WINROD was a very dangerous Jew baiter and potentially 
a dangerous Fascist leader and should be watched. 


. Informant stated that he had no knowledge of any contact 
that SKITH had ever had with WILLIAM DUDLEY te ELIZABETH DILLING, or any 
officials of the Ford Motor Company. 


Informant also stated he was unaware of any arrangement 
by which SMITH was obtaining free office space in the Industrial Bank Building. 


Informant concluded by saying that undoubtedly SMITH'S 
repeated attacks on the Administration and its persecution of the war effort 
tend to check the public faith in the Administration but he said that he was 
unable to state whether SMITH'was merely a critic or else a eectyeoa at with 

some further axe to grind. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 
Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more cf the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deléted under exemption(s) _.-- sith nto Segregable 
material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 
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: A ae ae whose identity is known to b72 
the Bureau, advised that on ee 155 942 Subject was defeated in his - 

{ attempt to obtain the Republican nominatdon for the office of United States © 

Senator from Michigan, SMITH offered to his friends the explanstion that 

the New Deal Democrats feared that he would be too strong a Republican 

opponent and consequently the Democrats voted against him in the Republican 

Ticket in the non-partisan primary election (under Michigan law the primary 

elections are open to voters of all parties without restriction requiring 

them to vote only for candidates of their own party). 


SMITH explained to his mother, who resides in Delavan, 


ae = Wisconsin, that "they passed the word down the line for all the Jews to vote 
a} and they had a holiday so that they, the Jews, stepped in the last minute — 
ae and they beat me but all the white people voted for me", SMITH continued 


—e that, although he lost the election, he received 120,000 votes, which gave 
him the balance of power in Michigan and prevented any candidate from being 
elected without the support of SMITH'S followsing. 


According to the Informant, SMITH advised Cae. an oy | 
Cas. of Lansing, Michigan, that, although he lost the primary election, he succeeded b7 aon 
eed in promoting in Michigan strong sentiments against the New Deal. SNITH 





thought that with his large following he could lay the foundation for a good 


organization with the sooperat son oF "several of them", | ; 


+ beac 









who is active in United Mothers of 
rasband was a former member of the America First 
Committee, as previously report as been contacting Miss ELIZABETH DILLING 
of Chicago, Illinois. senility =<. the suggestion to SMITH that all the 
pre=-Pearl Harbor Isolationists and the opponents of the New Deal should unite 
into an all-American Party and in this way their strength would be felt, bie 
SMITH'S associates immediately began working on this idea soliciting contri- 
butions by mail and private televho f tical campaign. SMITH 
himself attempted to contact Bohn Aluminum and 
Brass Corporation, When he was unable to reac he spoke to . 
saying, "They are neglecting something tha is terribly important 
and ii ne doesn't get in touch with me, it is going to be too late, It will 
be a case of everybody getting his pictures in the papers all over the country 
unless they get together and see how they are going to operate." SMITH . 
concluded by saying, "I can't go to work and I can't protect anybody 


hk . Americe and who with hea®& 
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‘The Bureau is in sect of a recent Sopmurtieation from 
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The Assiatant To The Attorney General Page 2 










on the morning of October 17, 19h2 
he'went to the latter's hotel abou 
















The informant in this matter stated that he had not me 
prior to October 17, and that he is not further conversant with the & 
activities, He aia’ atate, however, aah had told hin that he, . 
had arrived in’ em, Oi the morning of Cctoder 


this connection it was deternined the checked in at the 
lincoln Hotel at 7:25 A.M. on that date, 


onal inquiry pertaining to 
ig being conducted end you 
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Department of Justice 
@ffice of the Assistant to the Attornep General 


Washington 


December 12, 1942 





In accordance with our conversation thf¥s morning, I am listing 
below the Bureau's reports which appear in the file I have examined 
in the Gerald L. KO? Smith case. Would you be good enough to let me 
know what other material the Bureau hes in connection with this case. 


wm St 2. April 27, 1942 - 
. #3 3. June 6, 1942 - 


vc fot A. Iumne 29, 1942 - 
7 e- Tl 5. May 23, 1942 - bore 
- pro 6. July 22,1942 - y?D 


pp «t& 7. August ll, 1942 - 
(72 8. August 11, 1942 - 


ae es 





a ve a August 25, 1942 - 
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August 29, 1942 - 
August 28, 1942 - 
September 2, 1942- 
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| “eh THE ASSISTAN? TO THE ATTORNNY GENERAL 7... 
SETS MB. SAMAS ROWE, Jr, ee ei 
ae @ hs "attentions hr. G. 2. Rhetts tn te wae," H nee me 
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eRe Ge eae XK. SMITH * — ; oe 
| a oh 9 cond Tees OF OM WULIJOR. 
te la ey mn ee oc tae INTERBAL SECURI?Y = 
: . g SEDITION | ae » 
ee ‘istecdasé fs made to the maiorandan caaveeved under date ef 
Q December 12, 1942, by Mr. C, 3, Bhetts to Mr. J. K. Mumford of this 
es Bureau, which set forth a list of the Bureau's reporte in this matter 
which Mr. Rhetts has been able to lecate te date. _ ee 
Yor your aanistance in this matter, there are enumerated and 
descrited below the other reports and items of correspondence betveen 
the Bureau and the hPerercern® in this case as Tetleoted vy the Buresu's 
Liles: “- 
1. <A memorandum dated Saasey 2, 1942, addressed te 3 
Mr. Lawrence MN. C. Smith, tranamitting oopies of three = e 
leafleta entitled "13 Mistakes of President Franklin D. mor ‘ 
Roosevelt"; "Committees of 1,000,000"; "Petition to Ss wo § 
Congress and President Roosevelt Bo A.8.F.* oi = 
2. A memorandum dated February 9, 1942, addressed to Mr. OS 
Lawrence HM. 0. Sai thy ing a copy of the report raed 2 
_ Of Special Agent Mie J dated May 20, 1941, at = 
Detroit, Mi chi game b Fo ioe = 
3. A memorandum dated February ll, 1942, to Assistant a 
. Attorney General Vondell Berge, transmitting a copy of es 3 
Mr. Tolsos____ the circular prepared oy Saith entitled "The Undeliveredi— aS 
_E£.A.Temm_ ss Speech, # z=: . 
. Clege "4. A mencrendun dated April 27, 1942, addressed to the a oe ee 
Mr. Glavin Attorney General setting forth certain information as ro bel S 
Laden ntention ‘to run for the office of United State = S 


antes April 25, 1942, adresse ve 


Mr. NI 
ttorney General Wendel} Berge transmitting - 7 ee 
. “s p, 


he April, 1942 issue of "The Cross and the 
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testing forth certain information concerning an interviev had vith /7 


1941 te December 24, 1942, ue 


=2= 
delivered over redio Station WR at Detroit, prior to April 27, | fae. 
1941. This semorandum ales traneaitted a copy of the April, 183: 
lesue of "The Crosse and the Flag." ae ee Re eS oe a 


A menorantun dated Ray 27, 1942, addressed 
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Se ete, ue gar 
A memorandum dated June 9, 1942, addressed to Assistant Attorney | 
General Wendell Berge, which trananitted a copy of the report ef. 


Special Agent a -* Detroit, Michigan, om May 23, 1942. 


A memorandum dated June 11, 1942, adédreseed to Assistant Attorney bie 
General Wendell Berge, transmitting a copy of the report of Special — | 
Age at Vashington, dB. 0., on June 4, 1942, together ; 

with pootos © copies of subject's weekly broadcast from October 29, 


4 wf 


Memoranium dated June 12, 1942, addressed to the Attorney General 
enclosing a copy of a contemplated radio address vhich was to have 
bean delivered by subject om June 7, 1942. 


A memorandum dated June 19, 1942, addressed to Assistant Attorney 


., General Wendell Berge tranawitting photostatic copies of twenty-three 


= Was a copy ef the June, 1942 issue ef "The Cross and the Flag." 


. General Vendell Berge trenanitting 


"  amguat 12, 1942 $ t = 
Special Agent at Sade Te ther with a copy 
ef the duly, 1 egue o @ Cross and the Flag.* 


15. A copy of the report made by Spectal Agent 


radio addresses delivered by subject over Station WE, Detroit, 
December, 1941, te May, 1942, as well as a copy of the transcript ef 
subject's speech delivered at the Naccabdees Building, Detroit, Mich- 
igaa, on Hay 12, 1942, De. uae ‘ ee ale res 


A nenoTantna dated June 19, 1942, addressed to Aasiatant Attorney 
General Wend: tranenitting a copy of the report of Special 
Ce ce eee dated at Detroit, Michigans, on dune 11, 1942. 
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Menorandun addressed to Assistant Attorney General Wendell Berge 
dated on Jt 2, 1942, transmitting a copy of the report of Special 
coe ea corer ae Gated on June 29, 1942 at Detroit, Michigan, . 
o tadio broadcast fron Station WR, Detroit, hee 









for May 3] and June 7, 1942. Also transnitted with thie menorendun 


oa 


A neaorantum dated August 19, 1942, eAfressed to Assistant Attorney - 













Indianapolis, Indjans, on October 21, 1942, 
Division of Records under date of November 3, 1942. 
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above, together with the 
Constitute all of the information which has 


A memorandum dated November 5, 1942, 


Attorney General Yenéell Berge afvi 


date of Bovenber 3, 1942, to the Divicien of Records of a copy - 
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mitteal to the Division of Records wader 
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advising of the trane- 
Gate of December 11, 1942, 
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As indicated, the reports and dtens Of correspondence listed 


reporte mentioned ia Kr, Ehette! 


memorandum, 
deen recelved and tranenitted 


to the Department im connection vith this case. Additional copies of 


any of this material whi 
furnished on your further Fequeat. 


Very truly yours, 


fr Sia 
a, a te 
+ ree 1! re 
2 eer ae 
8 fo gag aye a Ja: 
' . 
ee . ue ‘ % ° Was. +* 
‘ 7). a . 
’ te : 
ot vr 2 : 
. ; ; _ ele . U a Er a tie 
oy, bats « be a5 ee 2 
“ ict Page, Bd oh Saad Pane nee . a ee * 
: oe . pede tp & easy oh ee 7 
» a | ag ot . ny ale bis Saft’ as Eee ae nat 
med * : . eee ABE . ho a ee 
ae . ‘ ae te tego 
. Y op : ae 2 es 
* ‘ ‘ep le — Li "ears 
* spat sit OE NR, 
pt mat all be es ; oe 4 
wht “ br P 
. : woady foe, 
™ Sey east es vt 
‘ “4A a. 
is AG : Py 
‘ Pog Fe hem er 
‘ - . 
a= - a Ae ne doo 


= ws owe ee, 


eeu - 


+ eg 


Heo ye Fae ee ae a = 


i tne ne tes = 


ch you cannot mew locate will, of course, be 


. 
7 a 
re: 
foie 
7 RY < 
‘ et 
Pacers 
Tr é é: 
a. he . 
= at r 
= ¥ 4 
*. sd 
ke 





. sr: v on = uae ss wee 2 . are aga . nO berg > 5 
. 7 soot F i © fei Bo 7 
4 ner : Bias TS gay A Ma thy S 
a . Fi . > ain . ra . . Noa ees B 7 
so a Te fesas = tte tee 
‘o o ® Gok ee SEAS DO oi ON St Been alae Nack 
ne Meg 


- , e 3 ae. 3% a 
oe tee A : “. 5 . ‘° een 
: a? See vt pine Rig ca. oh ea ae 


waa we, ey wey 


Re: ms y, a ce ot ae ee 


wwe =. 44@ the ¢M4 461 


Rooarres OF ONE ano Te i, a 


pa’: te nd ae tee Tee ae 4 7 - ss ¥ 
=, . -40, a ° . he Sp Pikes ses Q = Zube os ‘ % 
+ a rr a Peart ear s Pa ne 2c ‘ ae 


pursuant to the request made by Mr. C. E. Rhetts 
on December 10, 1942, of kr. J. K. Mumford of this Bureau, © as 
there le tranmitted herewith a photostatic copy of the ie. 
docunent propared in connection with thie matter by MP. l 
; P "2 ~ Ge OI 
‘As you will no doubt recall, the original of this 
document was made available to this Bureau as an enclosure Ca ee 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. J. EDGAR HOOVER 


DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 





x Ret Gerald L. xO smith 
\ QYommittee of One Million 
; nC ON rei 


— refers to my memorandum dated December 23, 1942 
requesting information or an investigation to ascertain whether 
or not Smith was a candidate at the Michigan general election 
for senator in 1942, required to file a statement of campaign 
contributions and expenditures under the Federal Corrupt Practices 
Act of 1925. Since the dispatch of that memorandum, Smith has | 
filed an account in the Office of the Secretary of the Senate, 
Washington, D. C. This account was not notarized or dated, and 
the date of receipt is not a matter of public record. It shows 
contributions of $8545.31 and expenses of $8895.02, 


The omissions in the statement, taken with Smith's 
denial that he was a candidate in a letter filed therewith, 
suggest that he does not admit his candidacy; notwithstanding this 
quotation from The Cross and The Flag for December, 1942, page 8: 
"I sought the Senate as an independent sticker candidate®, . It is 
therefore requested that you continue the investigation reouested 
on December 23, 1942 to establish the exact facts of Smith's canm- 
paign with a view to proving his candidacy. It is also suggested 
that you determine his actual contributions and expenditures for | 
comparison with those set out in his filed statement. It will also =.’ 
be appreciated if you will procure and forward the statement of 
contributions in the primary election requested in the first para~ } 
graph of the memorandum referred to above, 


Respectfully, 
. oo 
ie Ri B : Ee 
. ME. | ; | 
Lawrence M. QO. Smith | 


Chief, Special War Polic nit 
Ge War Divi % | 
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tir. B. A. Teme. 
~ ~ Mr. Clegg... 
Zederal Surean of Investigation ieee ae 
Anited States Department of Justice es ora Seis 
.N Jas 
Washington, BR. a Mr. Rewwes 
wr. Treacy... 
Detroit, Michigan eee 
Jamary 6, 1943 ie. Cates 
8. Ramer 
7. Mit Sene 
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' Federal Bureau of Investigation, DATE iets B 
Washington, D. C. 


RE: GE L. x! surrs was; 
THE“COMMITTEE OF ONE: MILLION 
INTERNAL SECURITY —- G; 
CUSTODIAL DETENTION: SEDITION 


Please be advised that the folowing additional infor- 
eee Bee a eee whose identity is bw 
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SMITH'S principal activity since his defeat in the 
election for the office of United States Senator from the State of Michigan 
has been the formation of a third political party. At first, he was 
Planning to nam this political party "TheAiierican Party" but now he plans 
to call it "TheSafety First Party". He claims that he has no intention 
of creating an independent third party but that the purpose of the party 


is a precautionary device in order to assure the continuation of the two 


party system in America and prevent the recurrence of a situation such as 
in 1940 when both the Republican candidate and the Democratic caniidate 
were working hand in hahd as New Dealers. 
Wess 
SMITH has been in very close touch with HARRY GENNETT, 
Personnel Director of the Ford Motor Company and has been reporting to BENNETT 
the progress that has been made in the formation of this political party. 


SMITH 'S principal contact man who has been active in New York and Washington 
has been af Cleveland. Ohio. bie 


=e eS” 







While SKITH was contemplating using the name "The American 
Party" he ascertained that the identical name had already been used by Mrs. 
BIANCHE-WINTERS, 8127 East Jefferson Avenue, Detroit, _Michigen. Mrs. WINTERS 
was contacted by SMITH and SMITH'S new attorney, Mr. U. S. £-HIGCBLON. It . 
was learned from Mrs. WINTERS that although she had organized the American Party 


in fourteen states 1t was politically dead in pelea in that 1t was not 


itled to be listed on the official ballot. ee 
PORDERENGE | BN ae Ye / “- 1724 
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there was going to be an American Party in order to force the Republican 
Party to do the right thing and felt that she had chosen a very appropriate 
name, Mrs. WINTERS agreed that the Republicans must not allow WILLKIE to be 
nominated again and that a party auch as the American Party would make the 
rear Party stay in line. SMITH made the point that it was very important 
have delegates to the National Convention and he pointed out that ROBERT 
YN) fiers. Detroit Organizer of the America First Committee made it a point 


to get delegates before he closed up. “ 


SMPTH reiterated that the America First Organization should 
never have been discontinued. SMITH expressed his opinion to Mrs. WINTERS 
that perheps it would be better to reorgarize theQumerica First Committee 
all over the country and such organization could be achieved before actually 
making #1 attempt to organize a third political party. SMITH said he did 
not think that the third party should be formed until public opinion was 
tested to see if the people would receive a compromise organization. 


SMITH explained that his desire was mrely to set up a mach- 

inery to put candidates on the ballots in case the people were betrayed by 

both the Republican and Democratic Parties as they were in 1940. He said the 
one great lack was a working mechanism to d& this. He stated that a knowm 
partisan organization such as the Committee of One Million could not finance 
such a movement since it was against the law, He considered the name America 
First Party to indicate that it was merely a sort of committee registered 

to collect funds and to d business. 


SMITH discussed with his friend MURRALANGHLES, former 
out standing member of the America First Committee in Detroit, his ideas and 
catch phrases for the political movement. He asked KNOWLES how he liked 
the catch phrase "The America First Party, America first and safety first" - 
"This is not a third party, it is a guarantee of the preservation of the 
two party systea" and "No international government, but a ase ae govern—- 
ment with an independent destiny.® 


SMITH, suggested that the personality symbol should be 
GEORGE WASHINGTON who stood for isolation; the spiritual symbol the cross 
and the flag (the same as for the committee of one million); and the patriotic 
symbol the American eagle. 





SMITH also propounded the slogan "Isolationiem is not dead, 
America mist remain independent. GEORGE WASHINGTON, not HENRY WALLACE, shall. 
determine the destiny of America", SMITH also suggested the slogan "Clothe 
America first, Feed America first, Defend America first, and defend the four 
~ freedoms of America first." SMITH thought that all these slogans might be 
used in the launching of the campaign of the Safety First Party. SMITH 
belfeved that if the Republican or Democratic Parties nominated such a man as 
oar Oe 
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Senator BURTON 5 WHEELER or CHARLES aALINDEERG, then there would be no need 
to have an independent political movement. SMITH emphasized that his principal 
desire was to launch a Safety First movement without dther the Democratic or 
Republican Parties feeling that he was out to displace then. 


SMITH is attempting to interest Mrs. PAUEFITZSIMMONS, 
Newport, Rhode Island, vice-chairman of the Republican National Committee in 
his political movement. On Decemer 21, 1942, informaht advised that SMITH 
received a telegram from Mrs. FITZSIMMONS as follows: 


Writing you today. Could you send 
me six copies of the circular dated 
December 1. Many thanks.® 


SMITH discussed his plans for the plitical movement with 
Captain JOHN--PREVOR of New York City, New York. TREVOR advised SMITH that he 
had been questioned by an investigator from the United States Treasury Depa rtment 
as to the amount of money he had given SMITH. It had been alleged that 
TREVOR had given SMITH $500.00 but TREVOR said he told the investigator he could 
not recall having given SMITH anything. SMITH'S comment was "Liberty is beginning 
to show her head", SMITH advised TREVOR that in the instant political campaign 
in Michigan he had polled 112,000 votes and that he had to be candidate in order 
to stay on the radio. SMITH then explained his purpose to TREV® in forming a 
New Party and said that this New Party would not back a candidate of their om 
ranks but would rather there was a good manber of an oid party. . In other wnis, 
the purpose of the New Party wuld be "to chastise" the other parties. 


SMITH added the Democratic and Republican politicians were 
afraid of what SMITH himself, HENRY-FORD, and Reverend CHARLES E,-COUGHLIN were 
going to do but SMITH made it clear that all they wanted to do was "just be 
good Americans®, They thought it was good patriotism to say "America First", 


Captain TREVOR comented that there were quite a few that 
agreed with then. 


SMITH has also been obtaining assistance from Mr. R. A. 
CeOFPaAN in organizing his independent political movement. He has requested - 
r. COFFMAN to proceed to Atlanta, Georgia and contact Governor EUGENE “PALMADGE 





has SMITH has also discussed his plans with Mr. J. EDWARD JONES 
: of New York City and Baton Rouge, Louisiana. SMITH told JONES that he had 
| , received a two-page letter fran Congresanan HAMILTON_EISH whom he had lauded 
in the most recent issue of the "Cross and the Flag". SMITH remarked that — 
HAMILTON FISH had asked SMITH to write an analysis of the ROCGSEVELT Political 
“ Philosophy and SMITH promised to send a copy of this analysis to JONSS. 


es 
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SMITH also discussed his plans for an independent political 
party with Captein EARILSOUTHARD of Chicago, Dlinois, and SOUTHARD felt that 
a third party should be formed as a measure of preparedness in case the 
Republican Party should "sell out" to the New Dealerg like they did in 1940. 
SMITH repeated to HUBERT H. ZUCKER am Mrs, MURRAY-ENOVLES that Captain SOUTHARD 
had related that Captain SOUTHARD'S brother was in Hong Kong and was grosely 
mistreated by the Japanese. Captain SOUTHARD had further been captured by the 
Japanese and they cut off his toes and inflicted 23 wounds on his body. SMITH 
commented that "if we dm't stop sending this stuff to Russia and get down to 
fighting this war we will be defeated for the Japs are the strongest nation in 
the world.* SMITH described Captain EARL SOUTHARD as being "with the 
Chicago Tribune.” . 


When SMITH related this story to Mre. KNOWLES he added his 
own cament "these internationalists and Jews don’t care what happens to our 
people in the Pacific. They are only concerned with Hitler." SMITH criticized 
Senator-elect HOMER.PERGUSON for "consorting with Jews". SMITH explained his 
opinion that now is the appropriate time to came cut with an anti~Leagw of 
Nations Campaign. SMITH suggested thet the proper line of propaganda would be 
to argue that if we enter into any form of wrld goverrment the distribution 
which will remain thereunder will result in taking our food, our rubber, and 
everything and give it to all the others. SMITH was emphatic that all the 
propaganda should point out that all our efforts should be made toward improving 
the conditions under which the United States soldiers live because "nothing is 
too good for our soldiers." Mrs, KNOWLES suggested that SMITH should campaign 
for free transportation for soldiers on furlough. SMITH suggested that it was 
a good idea to permit free transportation while on furlough once each year. Mrs, 
KNOVILES thought that she would suggest four times a year. SMITH countered with ” 
saying thet the platform could bee free transportation for soldiers on fur 
at least ome a year. 


ee 2: further that GERALD SMITH, 
is continuing to céllaborate verend . J.-ROLLINGS, who is an associate-—— 


of Reverend GERALD B,-WINROD of Wichita, Kansas, SMITH has accamodated ROLLINGS 

by having his stenographic force prepare various stencils for ROLLINGS, mimeo- 
graphed letters for SMITH and ROLLINGS together and attempted to obtein mall 
religious souveniers for transmission to men in the forces of the United States. bet 


SMITH, as previously reported by attempted 
to contact CHARLES-SORENSON, vice-president of the For r Canpany, believed 
to be SMITH'S cousin by marriage. SMITH'S purpose was to prevail upon Mr, 


SORENSON to urge HENRY FCRD to write a personal letter to the Cleveland Local 
Draft Board of equesting the deferment of youn. 


ae ee 
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This request is based upon his essential activity at the Ford Motor Company. Mre 
FORD actually wrote such a letter by the draft board in Clevelam? classified 
youn, in Class 1-A and ordered him to report for physical examination. 
Mr. S now attempting to get HENRY FORD to request an appeal. 
















SMITH suggested tmt young 
to obtain a commission in the United States Navy. 
heard that the Army was getting too big and that the 
going to be favored. SMITH told 
who was in charge of 


that he should attempt 
said that he had 
Navy enlistments were 
that he should interview 
ng for the United States 
roit. SMITH described es a man whom HARRY BENNETT elected 
for the Board of Regents of the versity of Michigan but was not the one 
that had been the coach of football at Northwestern University. 






SMITH commented favorably on the replacement of LEON 
“HENDERSON by PRENTISS WN to the Head of the OPA because even though SMITH 
disliked his former opponent, PRENTISS M. BROWN, he said he wuld rather have a 
white man from Michigan than a Jew from New York. 


SMITH camented to a person unknom to Informant that it 
was difficult to shop in Detroit during the Christmas buying season because 
of the negroes and forelgners made it uncomfortable for the "regular people", 


Investigators of the Treasury Department are continuing 
their investigation of SMITH'S income tax returns from 1936 through 1941. 
This investigation, according to informant, is because SMITH displayed some 
anxiety although he frequently states to his friends that he has nothing to 
worry about because he has reported every cert of income he ever had. He 
blames the institution of this investigation on is usual enemies, SMITH'S 
most bitter enemy continues to be WALTER-?fINCHELL conceming whan he wrote an 


article in the December issue of the "Cross and the Flag" entitled "WALTER 
WINCHELL ~ The Pop—Gun Patriot", SUTTH is still planning to institute a 


FU eh OS oss 6 US eS 4 Eww eek SE eee Se wre ——— aa 


million dollar law suit against “WALTER WINCHELL in the near future, the 
principal issue which he is now discussing with his Attomey USA HHGGBLOM 

is whether it will be possible to institute the suit in Detroit, Michigan. 
SMITH is adverse to instituting the suit in the Eastern District of New York, 
Southern Division because he was afraid that in New York there was danger that 
there might be a Jew on the Jury which wuld ruin his chances. 





SMITH stated that he had received infomation that a 


= fn os ae Paes t A he Pn eed +e ft nwactiaata tha Agcaistant Mnited 
Committee of the DSMats WULG OS LOMSG W aCe vsg ayy wy Agua vue 


States Attorney General and others for a conspiracy to smear opponents of the 
New Deal. SMITH also discussed with Mr. HEGGBLOM the indictment at Washington, D.C. 
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Letter to the Director RE: GERALD L. K. SMITH was 
January 6, 1943 | 


of twenty-eight persons for seditus conspiracy. 


- SMITH remarked that it was a shame the way TOMNSEND let his 
organization degerate into a racket. 


SMITH sought HUBERT ZUCKER and dicuseed with LUCKER the 
investigation that was in progress by the Internal Revenue Agents. SMITH 
said that Internal Revenue agents had made inguiries about LUCKER since 
SMITH'S records showed LUCKER had handled some of the money. SITH explained 
carefully that he did not wantHUBERT to do anything for him but told him no doubt 
some details that HUBERT had porbably forgotten and HUBERT would be embarrassed 
on being auestioned. SMITH said he just wanted to refresh HUBERT'S manory. 
For this purpose SMITH and LUCKER met at SMITH'S home on Decenber 26, 1942, 
SMITH lamented that his own son had left home after SMITH had done so mch 
for him. SMITH told LUCKER that HENRY FORD had persoally given GERALD SMITH, 
Jre & position at Ford Motor Company and young SMITH quit and later SMITH 
got his son a job at the J. L. Hudson Company Department Store and his sam 
quit there also. SMITH said that during the Christmas buying season he had 
gotten his son re-employed at the J. L. Hudson Compmy through the WEBBERS. 
(The operatars of the J. L. Hudson Company and relatives of EDSEL FORD). 


SMITH continues to contact Mrs. DAVIB-STANLEY of Giveaiena, 
Ohio, and through her obtains the cooperation of the United Mothers of America, 
whose headquarters are in the Arcade Building, Cleveland, Chio. 


SMITH was critical of ROOSEVELT'S appointment of LEON 
HENDERSON to a position of Food Administrator in England. He told Captain 
EARL SOUTHARD of Chicago, Dlinois that ROOSEVELT had appointed "HENDERSON 
to London to give our food away." SOUTHARD replied that they wold give his 
butter to the Russians, his jelly to the Greeks, and his peanut butter to the 
Syrians. SMITH attempted to quote the Scripture "He that proveners not for 
his own is worse than an infidel.* Pe | 


SMITH has planned to hold a meeting of his followers at 
Eagle's Hall in Detroit, Michigan on Jamary 10, 1943, and he has distributed 
1,000 tickets in the hope that his 200 most loyal supporters will attend the 
meeting. He said that he wuld discuss numerous subjects, including 


1 = HENRY WALLACE'S plan to put us in an international government. 

2 —~ Can America féed the world? 

3 - Facts about gas rationing. 

4 = Does America face a famine? 

5 - Will feed America first or will we feed the fovelgine first and starve 
fmerica? We have the same number of mean in the Army as we did the last 
war and did not have Tee why do we have it this time? Why do we 
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go without meat while the New Deal Overlords feast and banquet 
in Washington an champagne and numerous kinds of meat? 
& - LEON HENDERSON'S trip to London. 
7 ~- Will WILLKIE be nominated again? 
8 = Will ROOSEVELT be nominated for a Fourth Term? 
9 ~ Senator WHECLER'S plan to investigate lend-lease. 
10 ~ The truth about fuel ofl rationing. 
11 = The indictment of STANLEY.WOWAK. 
i , 
SMITH announced to Mr. KNOWLES that there would be a question 
and answer period at the conclusion of his speach, SMITH also plans to make a 
speech in Chicago on January 15, 1943, in Minneapolis in the moming of January 
17, 1943 with a radio address in the afternoon of January 17, 1943. He also 
plans to speak at St. Paul, Minnesota on the night of the 17th. SMITH is also 
planning to make speeches in Fort Wayne, Indiana, and Cleveland, Ohio, as well 
as in Erie, Pennsylvania. 


Informant overheard a conversation between SMITH and his 


attorney HEGGBLOM and SMITH said in his opinion food should be distributed in 
the following order: 


Service men 

American citizens 

Allies 
Neutrals end others 


SMITH commented that he noticed the man who represerted the 
American consumer had been removed fram the Administrative Board in Charge of 
Food Rationing so that now the Canmission included only representatives from the 
Army and Navy and foreigners so that now "they ieee sit md clean us out, 






apo g 
¢ and returning home so that Gis could see if they did my 
excess driving. SMITH remarked "Who ever dreamed thet that thing would come 
to America", Informant believed that SMITH was being sarcastic abaut the 
F.B.I. or some other American Law Enforcemnt Agency. 


Informant revealed that the Federal Commnication Commission 
_ was interested in obtaining ecripts of SMITH'S radio addresses at Radio Station 
WIR. SMITH was advised of this fact when officiale of Radio Station WIR asked 
him to supply certain copies which they did not have. 


: JOHN S. BUGAS 
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235 EASES 5). STREEL... 
MURRAY HILE WB POD, 


Mr. BE A. ‘Ceo 


December 22, 1942 


Dear wrehoover s 





Before iv,Winchell went away he said that 
if anything came along that we thought would be of interest 


to eee send it right alonge 


we have just gone through an accumulation of 
radio mail and found these. I hope it is all right to 


send all this stuff to youe 


Best wishes to you and Llir.Tolson for the 


seacone < 


sincerely, 






for waiter winche@ll 
ALL INFORMS TIN C paNTAINED 
HEREIN If haw hoettd | 
DATE se} fen- Bits 703 
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235 East 45th Street _ 
Mow York, Hew Yor 20a 


| ee I want to thank you for your letter of’ © 2 
ea December 22, 1942, beastie @ with the enclosures @ rs 
attached thereto, 3 misses dat oe o 
You may te assured San the dceue for hae gE eas 
warded t you have been carefully noted and will 
appropriate attention by the FEI, 


Aa Recta oe Your continued interest in forwarding ~*~: - 
these matters to me is indeed eppreciated, nae ae 
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In your mezorcncum d&Tecember 28 you inquire whether it 
is believec thet Gerelec L. Ki“Srith's activities are such as to 
sugcest &« violetion of Feceral Stetutes enc, if so, to acvise you 
to this effect enc iniiczte the theory end statutes on vnich eny 
orosecution roula be besed. 


és you know, Su.ith's activities rave besn & matter of : 
5% to the Crininel Tivision enc the Sseciel Var Policies 
er some months. 


ry 


pesenes anc his publice*ion, The Cross ana the 
ices “itious flevor but Smith seems to 
e .ell scvissé on tne extent to which he could 
foiy co in this cirection. 4s e@ consetuerce, the Criminal 
ricion ana the €reciel Yar Policies Unit have egreed thet in 
z veu: evicence of & airect tie-uz rith the éxis, 
tion vrosecution woulda not be warrented. 
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In the verious reports furnished by you with resvect to 
Srnith there have been several suggestions of a possible connection 
vith tne éxis, but nothing hss been cevelonec beyonc this sugges—- 
tion. 


I uncerstanc thet hile you heve m.inteined a general 
interest in Smith's activities, you heve never undertaken en 
intensive investigation of him end his connections, largely 
because you have never been asked to co so anc because no 
svecific violstions of law heve been suggested by the Criminel 
Tivision or the Special Fer Policies Unit. 
Zz 
I believe such én intensive investigation should be made re 
enc I em outlining below e few of the leads, most of which have been 
invicatec by various Burezu eye 7 SED OO2 e 27, 


to be pursued. \ 
Yr) TK es 3 § / as: Ke 
- Ins report catec June ll, 1942, Oia zgent | 
of of Tetroit, reference is mite to ay mnemo~ 
i 


encoun in the letroit files of hens ey (tan 


EX ~19 aR alee 





. ae ) 


Le. “(Conttd) 
file 62-1222) inciceting 








b1Y 


710 


hat is this information «hich 
purports to heve? 


2. Various attempts have been mede to establish Smith's 
Ce in the\ Silver Siirts of Au2zrice.and reports 
© the Bureau incivate that no records of the Silver 
Shirts can be loce.tecd which incicete Scith's membership. 
In the report of June 11, 1942 to above an 
intervie. is report in ~rich 
is reported weith's and 
Bis wile's menberchis kwerds in the een Stirts ere 


oscession of Sa ei a 
— hes this staten 
Woulce suggest that 


be cuestioned ce 
this enc the cerds os5tain ee him if-he has then end 
is willing fo release them 
































In © report dated Mey 22, 1942 kv Sve 
in vetrcit, reference is mede b: ‘ 






both of yvhon 






ére SUSDOSEL LO O& HEZL sympathisers. 





I woulc suggest that this lead be developed to ascertein 
whether any actual connection between Smith and Gerucn 
agents could be established. 


report of May 23, 19425 
revorts & conversation ¥ 
“nich he szia 












Course o: 





f fuller secount of this conv versetion and any further 
information «hich this informent my have on this 


subject voulc be desirable. 


Reference to this informant was mede in Mr. Fergets 
memorancum to you dated Dece:ber 9, 1942. 






ent 





eat & orere cated April a9 1942 bv A 


I wculc suggest that fuller cetzils be Hie, 
ooveinea Tron this informant as to hig lmowledge of pb7¥ 
Snithts connections with 
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os cei this spe 
silana,. ~V 


ceo in beporuary 
report to be resicing poss1 
In a later resort of Aus 
Slice TO resice.a% 


Louisiane. 


my well have a consicereable emount of 
information concerning Smith's moverents and contects 
gna wiznt be eble to give intorzation as to possible 
Gernen or «xis connections, 


In & renort aatea Aujust 26, 1942. by go ii in 


Ner ce Lens etn Bernese is sce to sone baw 






en intonio, SKE. S 
= Ettee of July &, 1923, to Feck in uiring 
how he covla com-unicate with hitler, together with 
Fack's replies,ere in the files of the San Antonio 
Yieia Office of the Bureeu. I heve previously sug- 
gestec to la. immforc thet these be obtained from the 
San :rntcnio Oflics so that Smith's sigsncture cen be 
verifiec. It woulc elso be heloful to imo more ebout 
ir. rack anc his connections «ith the Germen Gcverni.ent. 
Smith's letter just referrec to is saic to be signed 
Gerala L. K. Sermict and other sugsestions heve been 
weae that fmith's reci neme is Sehmict. A recuest we 
mace by Mr. Berge on Novecber 9, 1942 thet the birth 
records in Perceeville, “isconsin, be examinec to 
ascertain Srith's true name. I should like to itmovw 

the result of this investigation. 


On ons occesion Smith instituted a libel suit against 
tre Vashington Herak avd on mother occasion against the 
magazine Tine I understanc that the attorneys for 
the “ash ne ton Herald, Davies, Richberg, Becbe, Burick 
& Ficharcson of “Nashington, D. C., ena the attorneys 
for Time, Cravath, DeGerscorff, Swaine & Vooa, 15 Broad 
Street, New York City, have extensive files on Smith 
anc J woulc sugsest that the Bureau obtain eccess to 
these files to see what meterial may be incluced there 
that is not otherwise knovm to us. 


In his memorenaum to you dated Nover 
Berre Fea sec: eney 











ir.vervie 
HOt. anvreciete informetion es te vhetrer Gy 


|e coreittl able to give any edcitionsl inf ormetion 
ao vu ox itoh's connections enc ectivities. 








ll. By 2 memorandum dated Tecember 30, 1942, Mr. Rowe 
hes rezuestec certsin information concerning hubert 
. Bucker, a former essocicte of Suith. 


In adcition, tnere is reason to believe that Smith has violeted 
he Corrupt Prectices Act in connection with his recent senetoriel 


a. 


sandiomn T at 4 c at 
co: Da&LET « 7s beile Sve the Special nal Po 


a8 t has already re ecte 
the 3Sureau to concuct further investigat 
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no records of the Silver Shirts can be located which indicate Snith's | 
menbership. In the report of June 11, 1942 referred to above an 


interview is reported with 
reported to have said that 
the 
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co 
be questioned concerning this and the” cards ob tained 
him if he ee LA 







(donne a ( | om | } 
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JPHa: WJ 
: . 6243618 asa he a cee _ February &, 1943 ee a meat ae ca ee 
ag00RDED, 7: oe es fs ‘ foe “ ae * a aoe ey ees = | . "PERSORAL ATTENTION Ze ae . 
: AAC Detroit Riera ee ee en ei Be ra i 
a a» Rew “Grit Le K.: ‘SMITH ' ; Ge igs ‘< . ae 
: | COMMITTEE OF ORE MILLION ; 
INTRRNAL SAN BUST 
SEDITION 
Dear Sir: . . . 
Set forth | below are pertinent peetiae of two ‘additional gecceeae | 
pertaining to this caso which have been received from the Department. As you 
-will observe, these memoranda sug:est the desirability of further investigation — 
An mite case and advance specific sugges ti ons as to certain sutormasion seats . 
| "In @ report dated Jane 11, 1942, dy ‘Spectel Agent 
Detroit, reference is made to a menorandum in the Detro bae 
> tha’ : 
676 
wee. 0 Various attempts have been made to establish caith's nenbership 
Te _ _, da the Sliver Shirts of America and reporte of the Bureau indicate that 








“*, fuller account of this conversation and eny further inforaation ~ 
which this informant may have on this subject would be desirable, .. a 


| 7 ae . “ at sets ‘i 7 ae i. if as 
“Reference to this informant was made in er, bares’ 8 acne os, 
- ~ you dated December 9, 1942, J r 2 : “ee eee, Oe ey, 


n te 
residin saib 
ie said to reside at 









= arate well have a coneiderable snount of information on 
-_ concerning 's movements and contacts and might be able to io coe 
_ information ae to poseible German or Axis connections. bay Foe 
a if Ca = 
; "In » report dated August 28, 1942, by acon in New Orleane, 
et Se louisiana, reference is made to sone corresponden er Suith anda 
we Dr, Hugo Fack, 309 Madison Street, San Antonio, Texas, It is stated that . 
. Saith's letter of July 8, 1933, to Faok inqul how he could communicate 
with Hitler, together with Fack's replies, are in the files of the San 
Antonio Field Office of the Bureau. I have previously suggested to J 
ir, Mumford that these be obt:ined from the San Antonio Office so that — : 
Smith's signature can be verified, It would sleo be helpful to know nore 
about Dr. Fack and bis connections with the German povarcaents: a 
oh ae :. 
Zr iusee, # "guith's letter ‘quat referred to is said te be signed Gerald le oe 
sn ee Schmidt and other suggestions have been made that Smith's real nase is —. 
co “ts Schmidt, A request was made by Mr, Berge on Hovenber 9, 1942 that the 
ae birth records in Pardeeville, Wisconsin, be examined to sccertatn Smith's 
true name. > should cape to know the result of this ener ee ig tees 


e “en, pe 






"on one ‘occasion Sai th Lnati tuted a libel wuit against the Tashington 
Rerald and on another occasion against the magazine Time. I understand 
that the attorneys for the Yashing ton Herald, Davies, Richberg, Beebe, Burick 
& Richardson of Fashington, D. C., and the attorneys for Tine, Cravath, 
- Dedersdorff, Swaine & Hood, 15 Broad Street, New York City, beve extensive 


« 





‘ \ . ) 
SAC, Detroit ole 


ectivities has in mind the possibility of establishing a violation under the 
Sedition Stetutes or possibly under the Federal Corrupt Practices Act. In 
considering the significance of Saith's activities under the Sedition Statutes 
4t further s:pears that the Departsent ie desiroue of thoroughly probing 
the possibility that Saith say be at present, or has been in the past to” sea 7 
some extent, under the influence of Axis representatives or persons oF | on 
organisations in sympathy with the Axcis. Proof of this would not be Jexeliy i pre 
| pequisite under the Sedition Statutes if the other requisite elements could As 
be ems but, of Soares, ae would have songiderable ie ucimeretes. 
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' In vies of the definite teteicet in this case Lately at aplayea: w 
the Department, you should male arrangenents to afford its faves ti geticd | 
continuous and preferred attention. Gmith's publications and all of his public 
utterances, both in your district and elsewhere, should be covered snd all 
expressions seemingly having signifioance under’ the Sedition Statutes should be 
reported, Osetails as to the information furnished your office by 
WEE be made known to the Burem by letter as in the past, 
| cumbent upon your offices to appropriately sumzarise and set forth 
in report form all information of pertinence secured through the services of 
this informant. Obvicusly, the reports should be worded in a careful sanner 
and should ect forth only that part of the information made avaliable by this 
infornsnt which has or appeara to have pertinence to a possible violation of 
the Sedition Statutes or other statutes under which the investigation may, in 
the future, be carried out. From the viewpoint of investigation your problem 
is, of course, to substantiate pertinent information secured froz thie informant 
by evidence or information from other sources which 16 of such a noture as 
couid be introduced in testimonial form if prosecution is undertaken Aaearer 
thie subject at soze future date. 
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_ With reference to the investigation requested by the bapartianws under 
the Federal Corrupt Practices Act, your attention is invited to Sections cag 
through 256 of Title 2, United States Code. From the phraseology of the . 
Department's nenoranda, it appears that it fe desirous first of seouring a 
copy of the statenent filed by Smith in connection with his primary campaign 
as required by Wichigan State law. This statement should, of course, indicate — 
the sources contributing financially to Suith in connection with his campaign, 
Second, it would seem that the Department is desirous of esteblishing sufficient — 
information to show that Saith at the general election was in fact a "candidate® | 
and consequently under Section 246 of Title 2, United States Code, subject to 

ge ee the filing of a further statement. The suggestion is, of course, that Snith's | 

. melhor campaign made him in etfect a candidate mbject to this shires 

oe Ks I have indicated above, I expect this case to be ‘afforded: ° 

continuous end preferred attention and a report should be subaitted sah voor 

office at least once each month. In setting out leads for auxiliary eftices. | 
your reports should be accompanied by letters advising of the importance of this 
case and the absolute necessity of giving the leads set forth prompt and careful 
attention. 





Very truly yours, 


John Edgar Hoover f 


Director 
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To: Aseistant Attommey General Wendell Berge. °°). oe 
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From: J. “Rager ‘Hoover - ‘Director; Federal Bureau of tnvestigation 


covet: Goma far tt INFORMETION CONTAINED 
Soca N™ HREM SACLE 


Yor your inforaation and possible assistance in your consideration 
of this case, I wish to advise that under date of December 26, 1942, 


photostatic copies of the ee ees material were tranani tted to 
the Division of Records: 





The October ~- Novenber, 1942, issue of wiih Cross and the Flag". 


(eo J Dooklet entitled, *iar Mongere and the Threat - War*, by = 
| Gerald L. K. Smith. : 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 


THIS CASEORIGINATEDAT DETROIT, MICHIGAN. MILWAUKEE Fiteno. 100=4766 ~ 


REPORT MADE AT 








uTuNATIR, W;S0<Hst3 ; ET =. 
a CHARACTER OF CARE a 


TITLE 
afkfa Gerald L, Xx. INTERNAL SEOURISY 
Osnity, alias Gerald L. ©. at; SEDITION 
THR COMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION | 















SYNOPS!S OF FACTS: 


Ww | Ow source O 

\ ee lef > Subject an i eutomoblle: Swaver, oonaic¢ 
\ Gi y’ can has just been mislead. meres 
; : worked for Subject at one time and Subject had told hin 


‘to question his source of income. believes Subject's 
money comes from hig radio work. 














- Bu . ; 


Report of Special Agent MEE dated 10-21-42 «¢ 17 — 


Indianapolis, Indiana, 








RUC t was submitted on 12-3-42 by Special Agent 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. The status of 


this report was shown as EUC in error inam as the lead be 
in the reference report of Special Agent 
Indianapolis, Ind., 10-21-42, had not been covere s 


lead has now been covered and investigative results | are set 
forth below. 
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political ideas and decause he was linked up with HUEY LONG, whom 

said was a virtual dictator in New Orleans, He has no idea and SMITH never | 
told him just what the COMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION Was. “He also advised that 
SMITH made a point of never mentioning his source of income to anyone in 
He believed that SMITH ia very closely connected with HENRY as the las 
time he saw the Subject, which was approximtely two years ago,/was driving a 


Lincoln Zephur, and made statements that lead GE to believe that FORD 
had given him the car. 


er that he disliked SMITH mainly becense of fare 


also advised that he had had literature mch as copies 
of thé}Cross and Flag" sent to him by SMITH, bot that he had hardly read any - 
of them: but the first tesue of the "Cross and Flag." This he had read rather 
thoroughly and showed to his friends, and all of them were in comlete dig- 
agreement with SMITH'S political ideas. He had not kept any of the literature 


sent to him by SMITH. 
ee stated that he cmsiders SMITH to be a true American who 
has just been nisle He concluded his statements by alvising that, frankly, 


he thinks everything that SMITH does is done for the “benefit of GERALD Le Ke 
SMITE, alone, and if any man gets in big way, he will walk over hine® 
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BRUNE SONG ads ng - 5 Bt 
large AO es s throughout the country, where he addresced large audiences. SMITH 
attended both the COUGHLIN and “enone conventions in iad heen ara that . 


year, according +o 















piain 
since that ag they have ecenecea where he jets 
They think it is possible that he is living on the 7 that he 






Whe source of his income and, 
his ponds 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. JOHN EDGAR HOOVER PBeG aa 
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation Ptr. Noo? 


Attention: Mr. Mumford 





In response to your memorandum of December 15 to Mr. Rowe 
regarding the reports which the Federal Bureau oe ee, 
has transmitted to the Department on Ge Smith, I 
am listing below three reports which I have been unable to 
locates 


1. Revort of Special scent at Washington, ie 
D. C., June 4, 1942, tr ed to Assistant 
Attorney General Berge June 11, 1942. 

z. Report of Special agent ae of Lae 
Indienapolis, Indiana, on Octobe > L942, trans- 145 
mitted to the Division of Records November 3, 1942. 

3. Report of Special cont ay at Atlanta, ‘ 
Georgia, October 20, 1942, transmitted to the \4 
Division of Racords November 3, 1942. ‘ 


If you would furnish me with an additional copy of each 
of these reports as soon as possible, I would appreciate it. 


Special Assis 


: to the 
Attorney General 
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Pursuant te the request eae in Kr. C. E. Rhetts! 
memorandum of December 22, 1942, en additional copy of each of the 
three reports listed below was traneaitted to the Division of 
Records under date of December 26, 1942. 


Report, of Special Agont guisnitted in connection | 
with the above-entitis Washington, D. dae hes 
June 4, 1942. 
Report of Special Agent subaitted in conneotion bre 
with the above-entitled case a nta, decrgia, aa. i 8 Oe 
October 20, 1942. ks pat se sean war aa ie 
Report of Speciel Bo aac in connection 
with the above-entitled matter at Indianapolis, tadiana, on 
October 21, 1942. | | ‘ 2 o> 
Mr Telson m ie 
Mr £ A. Tamm If, on the basis of informant! on presently avaliable: odns 


SA our Clery thie subject, you believe that his activities are such & to Suggest a 
S- ur Glavin Violation of any Federal Statute over which this Bureau ‘hes, iAvedticative 
Sea sdiction;-I shall appreciate your so advising me end +) dicating 
Mr Nieb theory: aid ‘etatutes on which any prosecution in this-mattg@r wuld 3 
! fies PGreau fe informed conceruing this, any addi 
















so Le £ Sa ent oh is necessary may be carried out wi tanerentge fgoility 
r Trae P.M. | . ; 

Mr Carsan: Pees? : on oes ot? Pinca aA 

Mr Cottey i | Wats truly youre, 


Mr Headdn geopkal BUREAU OF INVESTIGAT 
Mr. Kramer. us, 2 : ree ae 


Mr. MeGuite. | / J S hen 
Mr. Harbo ae Ar John Fdgar Hoover 
ay Director 
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Mr. Noase_ EG 1 
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Form No.1 
THIS CASEORIGINATEDAT DETROIT, MICHIGAN KC. "E™- 100-5598 
REPORT MADE AT ‘ TcH MADE pppoe car bre 
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI | 12-25-42 
GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, ' | INTERNAL SECURITY — 
aka Gerald Le Ke-$mi th SEDITION 


He Oak, Pie, OC fy A at 





SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 






of the 

aly, Newton, Kansas, 
informed that his records refleot that 
GERALD Bs. WINROD, of Wichita, Kansas, in 
March, 1942, placed the order for the 
firet printing of the booklet entitled b qe. 
"Hoop of Steel" and lbft instructions that . WD 
the booklets be delivered directly to b 
GERAID Le Ke SMITH at Detroit, Michizan. . 


GERALD B. WINROD, in statement to 

utmost collaboration existed between sub-= 
ject and GERALD B. WINRODe WINROD also 
claimed to have assisted subject in set-up 


of subjectts magazine "The Cross and Flag". 
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REFERENCE s Report of Special scent CD dated August 11, 
1942 at Kansas City, Missouri and letter from the Detroit 
Field Division dated august 18, 1942, 

DETAILS: AT WICHITA, KANSAS | b7e 


» who 
has seeviouies furnis Ormation concerning the acti es 0 Be 


WINROD, was contacted to determine whether she had any information whioh would — 
indicate that there was collaboration between subject and GERAID B. WINRODe 
She informed tha} sha, knew that GE ODhad made several trips to-Detroit, 
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Michigan in the past several months of ostensibl for the purpose of + : 
_ oearrying on evangelistio meetings, howeve Was unable to a 
furnish Be anrormatcon spoonttoetly pees NB CO Le Ke SMITH. ‘oe b 


In view of the fact that it is known that 


of the Herald Publishing Company, 605 East Second Street, 
aaa for several months prior to June 15, 1942 printed "The 
-Defender" and other literature distributed by GERALD B. WINROD of the . 
shane Publishing Company, Wichita, Kansa&e Sen contacted in 
effort to develop information showing the relationship between subject, 
‘GERALD LeKe SMITE and Reverend GERALD Be WINRQD e < 


. , ae fivorieed that on March 26, 1942 the Reverent 
GERALD B. WINROD Placed an order for the first printing in the amount of 
Z,000 copies of a booklet entitled “Hoop of Steel®, the author of which was 
GERALD Le Ke SMITH. stated that his records further disolosed that 
on April 15, 1942 a second printing was ordered of 1,000 copies of the same 
booklet, but that this lest order oame direotly from GERAID Le Ke SMITH at 
Detroit, Michicene 


ie atated that when GERAID B. WINROD first gave 
the order for the printing of the "Hoop of Steel" he Loot: to 











send the invoices and the finished booklets directly to GERAID L. 

in the Industrial Benk Building, Detroit, Miohigens (iN steted that 
he complied with the order furnished him by WINROD Be coed 1942, and 
with the second order of April 15, 1942 reoelved direotly from GERALD Le Ke 
SKITH, and that the booklets printed on both occasions had been forwarded to 
GERALD Le Ke SMITZ as directed. sib further informed that neither 
WINROD nor GERALD L. Ke SNITH ha . so fuels for the bookies which had 
been ee and selivereds : - ; 





es ity 
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With Saraie to the eenenaite gigein bebweea GERAID 
Le Ke SMITH and GERALD 8B. WINROD, informed that on Merch 26, 1942 
Se _ when he inquired of GERAID B. eo a financial stability of GERAID | 
aa “Le Ke SMITH, that WIKROD vouched for a reliebility of SMITH and further in=- — 
CE forme that he (Winrod) had assisted GERAID L. Ke SMITH in setting 
- * up his ong that he had gone into detail with SMITH, explaining the 
sduindiete tical: details, aii ieee with the manner in puepeneroea, meee 









collections . 








stated that in addition to assisting GERAID 
Le Ke SMITH in the mechanical and organizational set-up of "The croes and 
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Flag", e magazine published by GERAID L. Ke SMITH, WINROD also  asivorted,. a “8 | 
that he hed further oollaborated with SMITHe — A, oe 


& 


Pe — ES «:::-: that in his soca there Griutelt 
between GERALD L. K. SHITE and G Be WINROD a state of utmost collaboration 


which included editoriel assistance to SMITH by WINRODD. 


chat eal 
several instances, articles supposing to have been written 1 by GERALD Le Ke 
SMITH, were daa in The Defender, WINROD "8 magazine... eae 


stated that immediately boriewiees the indiotment 
of GERALD Be WINROD by the Grend Jury at Washington, De Ce, he stopped worked 
on an order consisting of several thousand subscription blanks that GERAID B. 
WIXROD had ordered. This order had been placed with the Herald Publishing 
Company on July 5, 1942 by WINROD and after WINROD had been informed that work 
was being stopped on his order he threatened suit agains unless the 
order was completed. stated that thereafter, vice from his- 
attorney, he complete er sometime in August of 1942 but since that 
time he has had no further connection with GERAID B. WINROD por has he published 
ary of WINROD's booklets, ra can or litersturee © 





expressed hie <tilineaeey to be of assistance 
in any manner possible in segnueeencn with this matter. - 


Mn 


~ REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN = 
ae oe re es ee er ae 
i a a ; : me ae ra = Ta i a wigs te ; ce e se : y 


nn aie q | ¥ CC-285 
ys. : . 


i peri suae 


. : 7 - vw 
' Cee Leak Som gars Oa, Sree ie 
1 ON = 4 wae = S.d8 Poe wert ti! ee ye eg i pe kite . 
Al ee Da Ne aN ae eo Be Or ler. a ce. gat Res =: . 
AN ae av Lg = 4, Sect Megas ee! yore wt aes 
Q ea, . 7 : ae a ¥ : As ee 
Sas $e 2s wpe Bh ak ahd tp ce Hn A F 
: Nee oa le 
ne) a . 





2 . — 
ote 7 Pi af ¢ Te Et : 
Pee ee : et a Be ‘ : : 
ee ca eR a ke a Naay he cde atid sag wen: hgh tesa BE 
ur. Wer e a ee ee ke ee ee A ieee ee 
at : ’ e ey atta a ee © Xe ¥- + By se Wee aay a 
sie ; » Bo. te ‘ ' Mie Rp oth ae A rl ; re ae: 
na i Qs he oS gl TG eas cae . 
. , bewistant attorney. Qener Ae yp ald Ee? 3 om 
: oy = any - a7. t - 
wt : oe : a. ¢ ed OT Ae ae . x ae wt? 
: wee ee MR eS Ya ee an 
: ak : ye . . ~ icf : ad re oe hee 
So Uageter Lea soos wig le we oo ye: 
. — ‘ ‘ . he i ; rh ar ee we ep hr ee ast. F wee 
= we Me 
* a, ee : a ae 
-. Bie : a’, 
qt 


ou From: J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of che ok ce oe 


bject: GERALD Le Ke THT PRIFDREATICN’E AQT AINED 
THE COMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION «=6OALL INTURMALUN GUONTAINCU 


8 = a —HERERN IG GEE ASSIFIED 
rn oe oe oe _ DATE a} feo BY sexaraoe 


This 1s to saving you : that nase date of Satiaiey 6, 
1943, copies of the following reports submitted in this case . 
were transmitted to the Division of Recordas 


Report of Special Agent Cy «.~: | be ea 
December 3, 1942, at Milwaukee, Wisconsin, entitled ~*~ 
“Gerald Lyman Kenneth Smith, ake Gerald L, K, Smith, — 
os. alias Gerald L. K, Schmidts ‘The Comittee of On 


Million Internal Security} Sock tions® ea ee ~ b7- 
Report of Special Agent 


_  ” December 23, 1942, at Kansas B80UrL, Gi 








titled "derald Lyman Kanneth Saith, ake Ge ArT 


yal 
4G@4iU 166 : 
K. Smithy The Comittee of One a uititons Internal —— 
aan Sedition,® See an Meese 
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DATE WHEN MADE 
WASHINGTON, D. CG. | 1As/13 Popa ny 
GERALD LY! NETH SMITH, also kn INTERNAL SECURITY 
Gergld L. K.“Smith, alias Gerald L. K.“Schmidty SEDITION 


> COMMITTEE OF 0 i" \ 





SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Subject. said to be strongly ant4-Semitic and to 


here hean one af the arcanigara nf the Sildar Shirt 
45a 3 Ww af wr wh whee wt wWiiw we Ey eee ew —_ + wiLiw ie ae F Na hh etee cl 


movement, but to be interested primarily in further- 
ing his own interests and ie accused of endeavoring 
to control organizations for that purpose, Is said 
to be unscrupulous regarding finances of DPERnn een 
tions with which he is associated, — 


gn 
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ae. AT WASHINGTON, D. C. ‘DME 





vl ae IMs ben 
Sh 4 Aes. isa joint sepent of the writer and ‘Special sont 
bie 


| —  e the law firm of DAVIES, RICHBERG, BEEBE, 19 
BUSICK & RICE ON, 515 teenth Street, Northwest, Washington, De. Ce, 
advised that at one time his firm had represented Senator HUEY LONG in 
actions against newspapers, but that tney had never represented any. 
iashington newspaper in an action brought by GERALD L. K. SMITH or any of = 


HUEY LONG's associates. He stated that they had no knowledge of any suit 


an re OF action brought 2 cea L. K. Si.TTH in. ae their. firm had been 22 = a 
ee? ‘interested,’ SAGE py =e wet we a ye Pe aD 
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first met GERALD L. K. SMITH about a year defore enator LONG died... He said . 
that those closest to Senator LONG had not Liked SKITH because they felt that, 
SHITH's motives were not entirely pure}. and that he was interested in using — 
Senator LONG to build up @ political organization of his own, or was | 
interested in putting himself in a position of importance in Senator LONG' 8 
"Snare—lhe-jeai th! organization so that he could take the "Share-The-ealth" 
clubs over and promote them for his own welfare. He stated that as a matter: 
of fact after Senator LONG's death SMITH had attempted to take over the "Share- 


‘the-~iwe W and continue the organization on a profit making basis, but 
that had refused to turn over the files containing the 
addre @ "Share-the-ealth" clubs to SMITH, and although {77 


there had been newspaper publicity sponsored by SMITH to the effect that he 
had been appointed leader of the "Share-ihe—ealth" organization, he was never 


‘ ninnt? edo govadsalls fat at in thn 
able ts secure control over the Crganization and gradually interest in thé 


organization diminished to the point where it was not in existence at all, 

He stated that SIITH was a rabble rousing type of speaker who was said to | 
have been a preacher at one time, <nd that Senator LONG had used SMITH as an 
organizer in connection with the formation of "Share~‘the-Wealth" Clubs, 

but that 2/ITH was not content to take any subordinate position in the program 
and wanted to be tne leader; and that during the last few months when SMITH 
was associated with Senator LONG, there were several controversies with QITH 
regarding the plans for the a areas peruse aT mentee to set the ee 


up on a profit sharing basis, . . cape 7 f ae 


oe ry 


a — said that he aia ne: a a great deal, soot ‘SMITHS yn VW 
background, he understood that SMITH had been one of the organizers 0 
of the Silver Shirt moveme been associated with WILLIAY PELLEY in 
this effort. According suai Most of GITH's efforts in connection 
with the Silver Shirt movemen een around Birmingham, Alabama, He stated 

he did not believe that SHITH had any loyalty for any political ideals or — 

that he had any patriotic convictions along political and social lines, but 

that he was extremely interested in what happened to GERALD L. K. SMITH, and 
that he attempted to use Senator LONG!s “Share-ihe-\eal thr organization as . 
“™ .. _. » & political stepping stone, and thatin his opinion he was trying to do. ‘the ne 

7°. 7" game thing in connection with his "Committee of One Mi1lion.* He stated that 

-*.% gn one occasion he had attempted to associate himselfwith Father COUGHLIN, but 
that this association had not matured. He stated that he recalled there had - 
been some talk to the effect that SMITH had been ousted from the Silver Shirt ° 
movement under a cloud connected with a controversy over money, and added . — 
that SbITTH was rather unscrupulous in handling the money of organizations to 
wnich he belonged. He stated that those who would know more aboyt SMITH's 
activities while associated with Senator LONG would be 














me 


b7u 


eS Se rees ~ oo” a ee re i Ste cee ye Si. wed ta. eo eo v oe be Die 
7 , ? : = ay. coed can - sh. os a x Ae o # Fos & ens . . a" t “Foe abe PEE sm 7 
é ; or ry a Oe 7 ‘ Ns TiO es POUCA! wet Ae Phat. .! 
. “e “ples ceria’ $ wna oe > * wt 2 Pee ro oi a te: . a” 4 jill aed He, Saree 7 bi Me te pe s 
aia Mi ’ ote ag” or . as 
ae Pe a ie , 





g: oa i : ot 
“ me 







a athe. ai bead Antelecet = the New fate reas | ff YA : 
iia: New Orleans or Haton Rouge, Louisiana, He stated that any one Te 
ew Orleans could put agents in touch witt He also’ 
Stated that one Captain GEORGE MAINS of Was rs be, Tosated. 


through Senator ‘KHOLIAS! arenes wee be able es gi ve some further informa 
tion on SMITH. | 7 t 


Pal 


| —_ following ee aig eo by ee ie 


ea, a stated that he had been acquainted D7) 
with the late Senator n 4 about twenty years, and that he had 
become one of LONG's closest advisers, and that many times LONG's followers 
would come to him and ask him to warn LONG of some dangerous situation which 
' they were afraid to discuss with LONG because of his violent temper. The 
informant stated that in his opinion LONG was one of the most brilliant 
statesmen that the United States had had in the past twenty-five years. LONG 
was building up a tremendous political organization through his "Share-'rhe- 
Wealth" clubs, and tnat unquestionably LONG, in his opinion, would have been 
the rresident of the United States had he lived. Informant pointed out that 
had LONG been elected President he would have changed the course of American 
history and the United States would not now be engaged in a war. Throughout 
his remarks informant demonstrated a rather strong isolationist view point, 


SS SNe ae Wee oe ee WT eee oO 


Informant advised that he had heard of GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SLITH for several 
years through his association with the Late Senator LONG, but that he had 
never met him until the latter part ot 1939, when he was invited to accompany 
SLAITH and another to dinner at a restaurant on Connecticut Avenue in vasnington, 
D. C. Informant stated that SiLOTH had learned of informant's long association 
with Senator LONG and desired to talk with nim concerning political matters 
and to seek nis advice relative to the political campaign he was then conduct- - 
ing in Michigan for senator, Informant stated that he was not tavorably | a 
impressed with SLITH, but treated nim cordially because he wished to develop 

oe him as a source of information and particularly because he had heard that 

w* ~~ . SMITH had some excellent contacts with otficials of the Ford Motor Company in: 

; Detroit.- informant stated that SMITH is strongly anti~-Semitic, and that it» 

is possible that he way be sincere in tnis regard, that is, he may feel that - 
he is performing a patriotic service in his anti-Semitic campaign, . However, 


riotie service in his anti-Semitic campaign, Howeve ry 
he betieved SLITH to be unscrupulous, particularly in the matter or his. 
finances, and that he is most tikely to use his anti-Semitic campaign as a 
means to collect contributions for his organization known as "the Committee 
of One killion.* Informant stated that he nad heard the late senator LONG 
' speak of SLLITH indicating tnat he nad picked up SNITH solely because he was a4 
good stump speaker, and LONG had used him to organize the "Share-The-,fealth 
clubs. LONG did not regard SMITH highly, except as a speaker, and that LONG 
oa had indicated that SUITH was not a leader and was valuable only so long as he 
had some one to tell him what to do. After LONG's assassination, S. ITH 





endeavored to take over the "Snare-The-jealth" clubs, but lacking the qualities 
of a leader, he failed and the clubs have now disintegrated. 
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lew.” =" "-. \ Informant stated that He had never heard of SGTHts filing ».~ 
any kind of a suit against the Washington Times—Herald or the Hearst 


anne and that he had never heard of an attorney by the name of “bae_ 





and that he had no knowledge of any investigation conducted : 
tives or employees of thé Hearst newspapers into the background 
of SLITH. ae ee ee ee Cy ae ee 


* 7 


k bor 
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ve Informant stated that he had never heard of SMITH's being .. 
connected with the German-American Bund, the Silver Shirts of America, or ~~ 
WILLIAK W. PELLEY, or any other alleged Fascist leader in this country. He 
stated that he was of the opinion that SMITH was too clever to become 
affiliated with anything German or Fascist, and that SMITH was the type of - 
person who could not be subservient to any one for any length of time. 
However, informant advised that in his opinion SMITH was unscrupulous and 
would probably stoop to almost anything that would better his financial 
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THE NEW ORLEANS FIELD DIVISION 


AT NEY ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 


Will locate through inquiries , 
of prominent people tical life in New b7E 


Orleans or Baton Rouge and ascertain from 
Ce =: he knows concerning the 
connections and background of subject. 









THE WASHINGTON FIELD DIVISION 


AT WASHINGTON, D.C, | 7 
Will endeavor to locate Captain GEORGE MAINS through . 
the office of Senator THOKAS of Oklahoma, and 
ascertain from Cantain MAINS what he knows concern- 


ing the activities, background and associations of 
subject. 
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eo 62—43818~188 


| ——-sRESMORANDUN POR HE ASSISPANT £O CHE APTORNEY GENERAL 
eererpntentenenn apace tn DAES BOWR, FR neem 


Attention: Mr. 6. B. Bhetts  - 


RB: GERALD LYMAN EXMNETH SMITH, with aliases 
INTERMAL SYCURITY - SEDITION 


Yor your information, Ff wieh to advice that a 
copy of a further report received in connection vith the 
investigation of this ease and submitted by Special Agent L770 
Rees éated January 18, 1943, at Washington, 
» Ue, was ted to the Division of Records under 
date of February 17, 1543. 
Very traly yours, 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED soa tow ome 
MERE fe NCLASSKED = (IT 
DATE Asei BY tr ea Vendell Berge | 


Mr. Telson 

Mr. E. A. Tamm _ 
Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Glavin 

Mr. Ladd 


Mr. Nichola] COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
Mr. Rosen 


MAILED i], 
Mr. Tracy Me: 
Mr. Carson wv FEB 1 9 1943 P.M, 


Mr. Hendon 
Mr. McGuire : rEDERAL SURLAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Mr. Mumford : U. S QEPARTMENT OF SUSTICE 
Mr. Harbo 
Mr. Quinn Tamm_ ime 
Mr. Nease 


“FILS DESTROTEyY 
Mias Gandy . 83 064-439-1464. 
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Federal Burean of Investigation 
Wnited States Department of Justice 


Washington, A. . 
Detroit, hiichigan 


| Semary 18, 193 ALL INFOPMATION CONT*INED 
Een | HEF FE ie ane Slr ED : 
Federal Bureau of Investigation DAT q/20 er BY? 8477 


Washington, D. C. 
Go fy Re: GaRAID 3. KOS: with aliases 
NE MTLLION 


OCOLLITTES OF OX 
INTERNAL SECURITY -G 
.. CUSTODIAL DET-NTION 
id (Bureau file 62-4,3818) 
\ 






Dear Sir: 


Reference is made to your letters dated December 10, 1942 and De- 
cember 15, 1942 setting forth memoranda received from the Criminal Division 
of the Department of Justice requesting certain additional investigation in 
the above captioned matter. Most of the leads suggested therein are being 
set out in a forth-coming report. However, some of the suggestions contained 
therein require only passing comment. | 


ith regard to the investigetion by Internal Revenue agents into 


re = the alleged fraudulent Federal Income Tax returns of SMITH, it has been as-= 
tn certained fro whose identity is known to you, Lb WP 
ed that the investig gress. It is believed that the Internal 


; Revenue investigators are delving into the income and expenditures of the 

ae "Cormittee of One Killion" and "The Federation of Americanization of Michigan 
oe Incorporated." It is not expected that the results of that investigation 
will be available to the Detroit Field Office. It is respectfully suggested 
that the Department of Justice might contact the Treasury Department at some 
time in the future to ascertain the results of that investigation. 






GERALD L. K. SVITH's birth record and a ee were ascertained j - Le 
and set forth in the report of Special Agent Qe ne dated De- U- 
cember 3, 1942 at lilwaukee, tiisconsin. 
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Letter to the Director * Res GERALD L. K. STH, was 
January 1&, 1943 COLLTITTES OF ON <TLLION 
: STERNAL SECURITY - & 
CUSTODIAL DETENTION 
(Bureau file 62-3818) 


K. S'ITH and there is not any reason to believe that their association has 
been disrupted in any wey. It has not been deemed advisecble up to the pre- 
sent time to interview LUCK°2 for information concerning S!IITH's contacts 
and activities. 






As previously reported is presently commissioned 
as a Lt. Commander of the United States Navy and is believed to be at sea. 
Furthermore, it has appeared from the interview with that Lb? ce 
was merely a socialite whose name was used innocently because Michi- LD 
w reouired three incorporators and S! ITH did not want his own name 


used. Geers explained it was opinion the knew absolutely noth- 
ing ebout und rITHts activities. 


Very truly yours, 









S. BUGAS, SAC 
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Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


- Tolson 


- EL. A. Tamm _ For your inforaation end aseistance in connection with the | 
. Clegg inv vestigation of this case, there is enclosed a photostatio copy of a ae ae 


. Coffey three-page press release onal issued by the is taps on ae 


. Glavin 10, 1943. 7 : 
. Ladd 
. Nichole The original: of this. prese release was nede available to 


_ Rosen We Bureau ty the Honorable Roner T. Bone of the United States sberaae 
| Tracy oid mathly 1¢ was received hia in the nite: 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s} 


with no segregable 
material available for release to you. 





Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
{Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies}) ——--_———SSSSSSSSSSSSS 
-, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); — 
ass the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 





For your information: _Per your March 18, 1982 letter this enclosure 
was not xeroxed for release. 


The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 
62-43818 - 1&9 Enclosure 


XXXXXXXXXXKXXKKKXKX 
; DELETED PAGE(S) % 
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‘ Under date of Deceaber 10, 1942, the Renae pltcodued a letter 
‘to the Indianapolis Office, with copies designated for your Office, advising 
that the Department had req pacers that an ingui p be made as to the clr 




















On Recenber 15, wi, the Tnthanapolie Field Division in 
reply to the Rureau's inquiry addre 


an interview with ; ) bie 
; the results of an er 
. tm: the Ford Motor Coaraig at Indisnapo Be 
si lis Office stated that all of this inforan tio 
ve. to your office on October 19, 192. i 2 
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In thie connection you will recall wat 
told hin he had aie to ca ate ae 
the Ford Wotor Com 
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SAC, Detroit Page 2 


should, of course, be made clear to the official interviewed that this in- 
quiry is being carried out = the request of the 
of securing complete as t 
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You are instructed to handle this | matter r promptly aia to oubatt 
your findings in letter form, : 
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Federal Bureau of Inwestigatian *; 
United States Department of Justice 5 Wadd cs esuitenss 


Washington, B.C. Re See 


Detroit - Michigan oe kee 
January 22, 1943 Babak tarts 






Director D's keer 
best ehepe a 5 Investigation ; or. fas ous 

Res GERALD L. K, ‘surnas ALL INFOSMATIN © 
GISTODIAL DETENTION, SEOTTIOMERE FEM IC iC Wyo ci) 


Dear sirs | DATE _e/2/.—BY BY sector 
Please be ad that the following additional informa- 

tion has been received from f whose identity is 4875 

known to you: 


SMITH has been concerned recently over the fact that his 
son, GERALD-SMITH, JR., has left home. Young SMITH has been working at 
various stores and war plants for short periods of time and living in 
cheap hotels. His Local Draft Board ordered him to report for a physical 
examination, and when GERALD SMITH, SR., heard of this, he thought it might 
be beneficial for his son to be inducted into the Army. He made an inquiry 
at the Local Draft Board and ascertained that his son might be inducted 
into the Army some time after February 1, 1943. 


Informant stated definitely that GERALD L. KE. SMITH was 
responsible for the picketing of the Detroit athletic Club on January 13, 
1943, when CLARENCE Ke-STREIT, author of "Union Now," and advocate of 
Internationalism, addressed the members of the Detroit Athletic Club. In- 
formant stated that Mr. SMITH himself inquired about the contemplated 
address and was advised that the President of the Speakers' Committee of 
the Detroit Athletic Club was Mr. HUGHES. Mra. SMITH informed the City 
Editor of the Detroit News immediately before the picketing started that 
STREIT!S lecture at the Detroit Athletic Club was about to be picketed. : 
She stated that she had been informed that the picketers would be the sane 
group of people that bad picketed Lord HALIFAX on his visit to ved aehee= last— 


yeoare , 
R2OORDED INDEXED mosrl g—H¥FTze iS - LE 
SMITH'S followers at the time of the Sens atsyeiout ed 
parm circulars criticising CLARENCE STREIT'S plan as set forth 
<8 in "Union Now." These pamphlets were written hy ae Sate, 
s4 BUY through the Women's Committee Against Communism of New York ‘Ci 
pre New York. Informant stated that Mre. GERALD L. MITH beresit’ 


21 
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Letter to the Director: January 22, 1943 


led the picket line and that the other ere recruited from the ranks 
of the Mothers of America by Mra. MURRA » Mra. KNOWLES explained 
to Mrs. SMITH that the Mothers of America were picketing individually and 
not as an organisation, 


GERALD L. K. SMITH has continued his contacts with Mr. 
COFFMAN, who is aiding SMITH in his organizat f his America First Party. 
Mr. COFFMAN reported that he had contacted a with whom he 
talked about automobile tires and as a result sent a wire direct b? 
to HENRY-PORD. Mr. COFFMAN requested SMITH to see HENRY FORD and advise ses 
him tha s sincere and that the telegram was sent as a result of 

conversations with COFFMAN. SMITH promised to contact HENRY FORD. 

SMITH has again maintained his contact, with Captain EARL 

SOUTHARD of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Chicago, Tllinois. Captain 
SOUTHARD complimented SMITH for causing a sensation by picketing CLARENCE 
STREIT at the Detroit Athletic Club. Captain SOUTHARD stated that he 
assisted in the writing of the pamphlet which was put out by the Womens? 
Committee Against Commmnism of New York City, New York. Captain SOUTHARD 
confided in SMITH that he wrote a letter denouncing any attempt at World 
Government and that the letter was written on the stationery of the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars. Captain SOUTHARD told SMITH that he was going to be 


court-martialed again by the Veterans of Foreign Wars for having written 
such a criticiam on the official stationery of the organization. 










Informant further advised that SMITH has registered as a 
tradename "The America First Party" with the Clerk of Wayne County Court 
in Detroit, Michigan. He has established as his headquarters for the 
America First Party his own offices at 2006 Industrial Bank Building, 
Detroit, Michigan. 


Informant reported that the investigation by Internal 
Revenue Agents of SMITH'S allegedly fraudulent income tax returns for the 
years 1936 to 1941 inclusive is still in progress and continues to be a 
source of annoyance to SMITH and his manager, BERNARD-DOMAN. 
\ 


, Informant stated that SMITH is maintaining contact with 
H UCKER and has also been attempting to get in touch with 
ae ~ = ; a... 
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Informant advised that SMITH started on his tour, which 
Informant had previously advised of, on Jamary 15, 1943. After making 
speeches in Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis, Milwaukee, SMITH expected to 
return to Detroit and hold an open meeting on January 24, 1943, at the 
Maccabees Building at 2:30 in the afternoon. This meeting would be a 
public meeting in the name of the America First Party. 





Letter to the Director: Jamary 22, 1943 
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Informant advised that SWITH'S meeting in Chicago, Tli- 
nois, was successful since over 1,000 people attended. Subscriptions to 
SMITH'S magazine to the extent of more than $100 were received at the 
Chicago meeting by SMITH. 


During SMITH'S absence from the City, BERNARD DOMAN, 
SMITH'S manager, succeeded in obtaining a "B* Gasoline Ration Book for 
SMITH. _ 


fae annttianting tn metntain anntaat with DawavnardA PF 
3 SMITH bS VAUV ADIL, VY INES OYE RS FLO OA OE Ae 


ROLLING of Detroit, Michigan, and on Jamary &, 1943, ROLLINGS advised 
'S manager, DOMAN, that he had an ant message from Wichita, 
Kansas, undoubtedly referring to GERALD CWINROD of Wichita, Kansas. 


a. truly yours, 


mp ecm 
=1126 Special Agent in Charge 





JOHN EDGAR HOOVER a { , +. 
* DIRECTOR ; / 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 


Washington, B. C. 
Detroit, Michigan ~ 
January 18, 1943 





e Director , 
rae Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


Re: » FERALD L. x ‘TTH, with aliases 
4 fe? OMNITTES OF ONE MILLION 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G 

CUSTODIAL DETENTION 

(Bureau file 62-43318) 





rae 

a Dear Sir: 

ioe J 

ope Reference is made to Bureau letter dated December 10, 1942 
a ae to the Special Agent in Charge at Indianapolis, Indiana, of which a 


Fe copy was sent to the Detroit Office with a request that the Detroit 
Office should check records ave eee in vichican to ascer= 






ip It 


bw 


She said she had no additional 







Very truly yours, 


iim: westaoye 
! 83 OcT 13.1964" 





Federal Bureau of Investigati . 
Anited States Department of Justice 


900 Standard Building 
Cleveland, Ohio 
AWP : mmr’ January 19 1943 
100-7463 
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t - Director, FsI 
aL agen LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, Was; 
COMMITTEE OF 1,000,000; 
Internal Security = G3 
Custodial Detention; 
Sedition 


Dear Sirs ya uw 


Reference is made to the report of Special Agent 
dated May 23, 1942 at Detroit, Michigan wherein be set forth a lead for the 
Cleveland Field Division to investigate the ohar and background of Mrs, 
DAVID-STANLEY and the organization known as * ted Mothers of America", 

Mrs. DAVID STANLEY was one of the founders of "The United Mothers 
of Anerica" and has been its only president, which position she has continued 
to hold up to the present time, 






This organization has been the subject of an independent investiga- 
tion conducted by the Cleveland Office and reported under the caption "United 
Mothers of America; SEDITICN". Background information on both the organiza- 
tion and Mrs, DAVID STANLEY, as its president, appeared in the report of b 
Special Agen dated July 23, 1942 at Cleveland, Ohio. A review ae 
of this indicates Detroit Office received copies thereof and is 
therefore in possession of the information requested in their lead set forth 
in the above-captioned matter. 


This matter is therefore being considered by this office as referred 
upon completion to the office of origin, 


ALL INFORM*T:ON CONTAINED fey try youre 
HEREIN IS GHCLSSIFIED = LV, Bh pando P 
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United States Bepartment of Justice 
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Detroit, Michigan 
Jacuary 26, 1943 
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ach fi ein L. K. SLITH, with aliases 
COLINTTAS OF ONE LILLION 
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Dear Sir: 


Please be advised that trie following additional information has 
been received from ee os identity is knomto [99 
you: 


SUITH is continuing to engage principally in the organization of 
a new nation-wide political party which he has decided to call the America 
First Perty. This political party is designed to be active in the 1944 Presi- 
dential election. SKITH has frequently stated that the vurpose of the 
party is to assure that the people of the United States will heve a real 
choice for the President in 1944 and not a situation such as existed in 1940 , 
when they had to choose between ROOSSYSLT end VILLKIE. S)'ITH has expressed j 
his rezret that the America First Committee was disbanded shortly after 
December 7, 1941. He has decided to reorganize the America First Committee 
all over the United States as a working nucleus of the America First Party. 
His purpose is to assure the people of the United States that they will have 
a true isolationist as a candidate for President in 1944 and not merely 
two internsationalists to choose from. SMITH has said that it will not be 
necessary for a memb:r of the new party to withdraw from either the Re- 

©  publicen or Democratic party. . 46 RECOMDEi 


Ex yore & M2 - hee [FZ 
SLITH indiceted slogans that were to appear ‘ondygosters-whit —— 


displayed at their meetings at Eagles Hall, Detroit, Michigan wheh SiITH ! 
held a meeting on January 10, 1943. The slogans that werd a reef Pho , 
SHITH were "Billions for defense; not a penny for internatiio él prbdde 23943 
"Butter for Americans first;" Order of loyalties - armed forces first, civjry 
second, Allies third, rest of world last;" "Bring the Scie fone! sien the ar 
DEFENSE is won3" "Ho fourth terms" "ve must have a peace in 1944g"-"America 
first means feed, clothe and defend Americans firstg! "fhe four freeqpms for. 


America first; "Drive the internstionalists out of Washingtan;\" 
5 3 5 ne 
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ve fight all attempts at world Government;" "GEORGE WASHINGTON end not HENRY 
WALLACE will decide the destiny of America;" "America first in war and 
peace." 


SUITH, at his meeting on January 10, 1943, announced the formation 
of the America First Party and gave a press release to that effect. He 
also announced that he would tour the nation making speeches at Chicago, 
St. Paul, Minneapolis, Cleveland, Fort Wayne and Erie. S!‘ITH said that he 
would appoint a Committee of One Thousand as an executive committee for the 
America First Party. He exolained to Mir. KNO..LES that his purpose in form 


ing a National @ommittee of ne Fhousand wes to reauire his opponents to 


ee yh Rh te — ‘rs Aw We WAR a OF ee ey real Pew ssvsi vw ow 


“scatter their shots" instead of sinzling out a few people to harrass. 


“S‘ITH explained to Kr. FURRAYM{NOUL'S, former member of thexmerica 
First Party, it had become necessery because of the activities of HENRY 
WALLACE and WEIDEL WILLKIE and their attempts to put the United States 
into a world Government. S'_ITH explained that if the Democrats should 
nominate BURTON K#*H=ZELUR for President or if the Republicans should nominate 
TAST or LINDBERGH, it would be unnecessary for the America First Party to 
noninete its ovm candidate. SITH said that the Third Party is being set 
up as an ageresive force in case the Democrats and Republicans merge as 
they did in 1940 when the people had to choose betveen ROOS“VELT and WILLKIS. 
S:"ITH said that if the people didn't set up a new party they wouldn't have 
a way to express their choice in 1944. He stated that if the Democrats 
nominate a good man and rescue their party from the New Deal Commimists and 
bureaucratic Fascists and if the Republicans nominate a good man devoted 
to industrial destiny for America then this new party could dissolve. 


SMITH said that the units of the party could take upon themselves 
to have names such as the George ‘/ashington Unit, the Taft Ynit and the 
Lindbergh Unit. He suggested that the platform of the America First Party 
would be to urge an investigation of Lend-Lease activities, to support 
compensations, bonuses and reemplojyment for service men, to fight all 
attempts at bureaucratic Fascism, to support all patriotic labor movements 
in the hands of patriotic Americans, to support a high tariff, to support 
a farm bloc in Congress, to set an example of a high living standard for 
the viorld instead of lowering the American standard of living in order 

to raise the standard of living in the rest of the world. 





a 


S.ITH has planned to picket the Detroit Athletic Club at noon on 
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January 13, 1943 at which time Mr. CLARENCE ) ieee author of "Union 
Now" and noted internationalist, is going to Speak. SHITH sug.;ested to 
lirs. MARY KiOULES that the Detroit Athletic Club should be vicketed and 

if lirs. Ki0.LES would volunteer to picket, he would recruit other volun- 
teers. The picket signs are being prepared by the wife of SMITK's manager, 
Mrs. BExNARoDO AN, to read as follows: "STREIT is ea propogandist;" 

™ie are mothers of soldiers;" "STREIT is a traitor - we supvort the War, 
we fight international propoganda3;" "Let STREIT go straight to 3" 
"Arerica first;" "Keep America independent;" "STREIT should be in the 
Army;" "Detroit is no place for STHSIT."— 


S:.ITH has ordered 600 flags of the United Netions some of which 
he expects to have displayed by the ones picketing the Detroit Athletic 
Club et the time of STREIT's speech. 


S!ITH has announced that the headquarters of the America First 
Party :4i11 be at 2006 Industrial Benk Building, which is also the head- 
ouarters of S!TH's Committee of One Million. However, SuITH has denied 
that there is any organic connection between the Committee of One l‘illion 
and the Arerica First Party. As previously reported, SI‘ITH's purpose 
in making this denial is that the Committee of One Million is not permitted 
under its articles of corporation to collect money for any political pur- 
pose. SMITH instructed his manager, BESNA7pDOLIAN, to sign a receipt for 
certain pictures as "America First Party, BZ 0NARD DOKAN, Agent." 


Informant advised that IR@/HARRZLSON, who has been in Detroit for 
the past several months acting as SLITH's advisor and attorney, is returning 
to Atlanta, Georgia, where he will become a law partner with the retiring 
Governor EUGHNd TALMADGE. 


-ITH has continued his attenpts to obtain a deferment for 
ee » son of of Cleveland, Ohio, who is mak- 
ing trips to the East for S!-ITH in connection with the organization of the 


America First Party. S:2TH succeeded through CHARLSS SOn2:SCk, Vice 
President of the Ford Motor Company, to get HENRYNFCRD to write personally 



















reouest:ng a deferment to the Cleveland Draft Boerd, but nevertheless b? 
youn wes classified in iA. SITE then sugz d that young ay — 
ea y tor a Naval commission vivo a the 
yavel Aviation Caendide«te Selection Board in the Book Building, Detroit, 
Michigan. SiITH explained to that es a close friend of 
Cv 
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Totor ened a hat BENNETT had placed 
Ur nit 


chi ea “THY Rien nT Pee 
VILL alle St !A2M dL cCll called 


case. He said — 
io an , vag the one 
refused to bow when a sroup of Communists threatened to seize Youngstown 
while DAVEY was governor." Si‘ITH was careful to explain that he did not 
expect any favors b wanted young to receive appropriate con- 
sideration. said thet voung should come to his office 
and just mention S:.ITH's name. 












Versi ity of 














SUITH hes emberked on an active campaign to drive State Senator 
STALLEIN IO AK out of his seet in the Liichigan State Senate. NOVAK was 
indicted on December 12, 1942 by a Federal Grand Jury at Detroit, Liichigan 
for having perjured himself when he obtained his naturalization in 1938 by 
swearing that he was not affiliated with the Communist Party or a disbeliever 
in organized Government. S!ITH has advised several Stcte Senators in l:ichi+ 
san thet he had information of his ovm that would vrove that LiOUAK is a 
Communist and therefore unfit to represent the people of L’ichizan. S!ITH 

has reportedly contacted the Ford Motor Company and the office of HALRY BSN= 
NIT to obtain informetion to the effect that 1'O.AK is a Communist. 










ad received HARE YY BSMstT's permission eto cura over to SMITH any inforna— 
tion which he himself hed conceining NOWAK or any information in the files 
of the Ford Motor Company. SIITH has also advised informant and many other 
of his friends that he hes indisputable proof that NOWAK's wife, LARGARET 
EOvAK, hes been heed of the Education Committee for the Communist Party of 
Vichigen for several yearse Si-ITH is attempting to be heard by the biichigan 
State Senate so that he can prove that NOWAK_is a Communist. S!iITH has 

also attained informetion about NOWAK from another employee 

of the Ford Motor Comoeny, Service Department. 









Informant said é L 
of Detroit, Kichigan as a possib e a concerning Ni RAK? s Communist 
activities. S\ ITH has contacted an effort to set informa- 
tion about Communist activities o 





a ti = = - 
ee formed S}ITH that STANLEY NOWAK's name had ea 
on releases o e Proletarian Party. S!-TH advised ANTORIO7 e LORENZO 


correspondent for the United Press, that Judge O'BRIsN was instrumental. 


ye 
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in getting NOUAK seeted in the Michigan State Senate even after his indict 
ment. STITH explained that O'SRIEN was tne Attorney General who quashed 
the indictnent about 1919 when HARLWSROVDER and other Commnists were 
raided at Bridgeman, liichigan. 


Informant has advised thet Internal Revenue esents are continuing 
their investigation of S!iTH's alleged evasion of the Federel Income Tax 
Lavs. This investigation hes disturbed S.‘ITH to a certain extent. formant 
stated thet agents had been inspecting the records at S!.ITH's office and 
have also interviewed HU3E a2 LUCKER. Before their interview with LUCKER, 
SITY contected LUCKZX to warn him that the Internal Revenue agents con- 
tempoleted interviewing him end S:ITH got together with LUCKER because he wanted 
"to refresh LUCKi:i's recollection." Si ITH said that the Revenue egents 
asked S: ITH himself how much he got for going to Louisiana in 1940 and 
campeigning for EARL LONG and Si-ITH told LUCKar he answered that he wished 
he had what he spent. S!t.ITH also said that they were suestioning him about 
money he received in New York and he explained that his records hed been 
stolen by a set of Jews in New York who were using them to incite LUCIE: 
azainst S!ITH. S. ITH also said that they were interested in finding out 
how much money had been spent for the radio. 


SLITH intorned Secretary to HARRYEENNETT, that an 
empovee of the Ford Kotor Comvany raed A 5 giving information 
to concerning persons who Visite e Ford Motor Company. 

St! explained that 
















was working for the Jews in New York and 

also for the Du Pont eassured SIITH that was reliable 

but_S-ITH said thet were formerly associated and that 
was a dou crosser. said that he learned about this 

asso ton from an informant who was entirely reliable and who has appeared 

berors: the F.B.I. quite a bit. 








SMITH has contacted HENRY FORD's personal secretary, 
in order to arrange for an exhibition of HENRY FORD's valuable violin col- 
lection to GERALD S!-ITH's niece who is visiting him. Arrangements were also 
made in this same way for violin lessons for his niece. 


SLITH has been contacting J “MeWILLIA'NS of Barrinzton and Chicago, 
Illinois but informant did not know what business was transacted between 
them, Informant also stated that SMITH had been attempting to contact 
CHARLES LINDBERGH who had been out of the city. SlITH was interested in 
obtaining and was finally successful in obtain a quotation made by BHiNARD 
BARUSCH before a Congressional Committee about 1936 in which BAUSCH revealed 
that there was a scheme being forced upon the peopvle of regimentation com- 
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pelling them to work and fight and that by this scheme people could be de- 
vrived of food, fuel and other necessities of life if they did not obey 
orders. After S:'ITH obtained this quotation, he commented on it to a friend 
in the person of informant saying that Ba NARPBARUSCH, in 1936, said 

that the only way to keep the American people in line would be by rationing 


them and punishing those who do not cooperate by withdrawing their ration 
books. 


Very truly yours, 


J SOHN S. BUGAS, S x 


@.. baw 
2-1126 ' 





JPHa: WJ : 


Date: January 23, 1943... ..... 


+ 
aa as : See Be NO Ro - : ve * 
“ Noe 2 7 ea ae we, ne i see NE ee 
: : , 2 : 4 ech ee ae eh Vea te as ig Ee : eR Bee ee ve ee vs 
3 " é : : aye cae, % ¢ Te Re ga uae “pte OES gs at Aa ae ee 
Moi BAU. Deteold es a 
t 2 “es es i 2 fe Cite Se ie ee 

* : 2 . - 8 oe : ea 
ae . : ~ Sg x ~ = et . f 

“ “ " t i 


wee pow pes aoe te o, a. eal 


yt ee ‘ 
is - oe a eS pe Sa 
ae * oe ove aieert + U 

. : on te wile eg Led aa ae 45. 
a He ys aot ek, end oes . . 

he THES Se eee Samar Ca Sara pans: pes OR eee a Pe hig ‘ wg ce vam 
ps es se i SS " Ame) 7 . ; ; 
: 7 . - ! . 4 wa - 
ol 
. 


. 
”~ 


‘From: J. Edgar Hoover ~ firector, Yederal Bureau of Investigation — . 
Sor 2. sa * ink | che ge HIE, 
Subject: = OKRALD L. x? SMITH 


INTERNAL SECURITY : | _ | 
SEDITION . 


For your information, there are transaitted herewith pho tostatic 
copies of an article captioned, “See Plot to Force Runaway Prices; 

America Firsters Drum Up Anti-FIN Drive", which appeared in the 

January 14, 1943, issue of the “atily torker.. | 





. 


ial As you will note, this article in part pertains to the alleged 
political activities of subject. 
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“Rnd the best way to kill” Willkie’s influ-| 
ence in the Republican Party "is to respect the 
editorial policy of such journals as the Chicago 
Tribune.” Quit stalling, said the editor of the 
fascist publication “The Cross and the Flag,” 
and “follow the course marked out by men 
like Tatt, Brooks and Lindbergh.” 
Smith chose America’s most outspoken de- 
eatists in Congress to lead the conepiey 
against the United Nations. 
Working in close harmony with the Smith | 
gang, Wheeler as their appointed icant 
yesterday, triéd to wreck the government’ s : 
order to control’ corn prices by saying that; . 


“they can't do it under the law.” 7 

Wheeler and Smith don’t want corn p " 
controlled because the action is said oa e 
: (Continued on on Page “) 
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Behind the current p Gn io wreck the gov- 
~" emment’s effort to keep prices down lies a 
« . pro-fascist political plot to revive the America 
“2c: , Pirst Committee and‘ steer the nation to eco- 
50%" nomic chaos and military disaster. 

This is seen in the newly-revealed ljnk be 
_,tween the notorious pro-iascist Gerald K. Sx _ Smith, 
jwho is the driving spirit of the America t 
— 4 ‘revival campaign, and the defeatist activities 





of Burton K.;Wheeler, who yesterday joined 
+., .\the reactionary “farm bloc" to oppose the 
*"“ Hatest OPA order putting a halt to the steady 
“2 . [rise in corn prices, - 

Oa*Sunday, Smith told 3,000 America First- 
ers that the “best way for the Democrats to 
kill” the President's anti-inflation program is 
“to put a man like Burton K. Wheeler in 
leadership.” 
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(Continued from Page 1) 





mamma 
forerunner of ceilings on all major 
crops, It will encourage meat, dairy 
and egg production which has been 
suffering due to high corn prices. 
He's against every move to keep the 
cost of living down in order to 
create economic as well as political 
chaos. Raise the price of eggs, bread 
and meat and workers will cut down 
on produ:.ion. This will help Hitler. 
Smith and Wheeler know that. 

The open revolt against the gov- 
ernment’s ght to stabilize living 
costs was also seen in the “farm 
bloc’s” mounting opposition to the 
Office of Price Administration, 

The bloc is now campaigning for 
the relaxation of all exigting price 
ceilings directly affecting the food 
budget of every Americgh. Senator 
iPrentiss M. Brown, scpeduled to 
‘take Leon Henderson’s place, is sald 
to be facing an organized farm bloc 


drive to kill all ceilings. Wheeler ts 


demanding a vetatement of policy 
from Brown “or else,” it ts said, the 
Serate may not appreve his ap- 
pointment., | 


LABOR SLOW TO ACT 


(3 Hitleg— e's 


Pee ere Pd me te 


rantings in include 


auch pro-fascist slogans as: Butter 


for Americans first; meat for 
Americans first; America First 
means—feed, clothe, defend Amer- 
icans first. He says: 

“We shall support a thorough in- 





vestigation of lend-lease activities.) 


as being inaugurated by Senator’. 
Burton K. Wheeler... . : 

“we shall support the American] 
Farm Bloc in Congress now ate 
tempting to save the American 
farmer from being reduced to regi- 
mented peonage on a par with the 
peasantry of forelgn nations.” 

It all fits into a pattern. Pro- 
fascist Wheeler is carrying the ball 
in Congress for all the pro-fascists 
still at large. 

Government statistics show that 
8T per cent of all pork produced 
in the United States ts being used 
for army and civilian needs. And 
99 per cent of four other voluntary | 
rationed meats are stil] at home. 
Only one per cent is going to the|. 
Allies! Only 8 per cent of our egg 
production is shipped to the United |: 
Nations. 

These figures show the inadequacy 





The farm bloc is out to wreckjof our lend-lease to date. They} 
the entire rationing program also.|/prove that more iend-lease is 
While not all farm bloc Senators/needed not less for the United Na- 
may be of a defeatist stamp, theiritions, especially those countries 


willingness to go along with Wheeler 
for the sake of profits-as-usual 
makes them the worst enemies of 
-the nation's welfare. Even though 
the bioc is just a minority in Con- 
gress ‘t har managed to bulldoze 
the entire body aud set policy be- 
cause labor has been slow in sup- 
porting the governmént’s economic 
program and fighting its enemies. 

The farm bloc intends to carry 
on the destructive work begun in! 
the Tith Congress which helped to 
make the President’s seven paint 
economic program an instrument, 
{for defeatists against the War: 
leffort. | 
% ‘The appeasers and the ~America | 
First gang are also pointing their! 
guns against the Government's’ 
lend-lease._quegeam. Don't send: 
food supplies to the Allies, they’ 
say, that .will make it easier for: 


ss 





ie the battlefield! 


which are doing the bulk of the! 
fighting. | 

Labor cannot dare to miss this 
opportunity to fight back at the} 
appeasers who are organizing fort 
a Hitler Meta! net under their 
very noses, 

Each success on the 
Smith and Wheeler me 
Americans and Allied socidie 
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This case originated at DETROIT, MICHIGAN Detroit File No, 62-1126 
Report mde at | Date when mede | Period for which | Report made by 
. made 
DETROIT, MICHIGAN } 1/25/43 1/12/43 en. 
Title GERALD LYMAN KeMVETa'SxITH; with alieses Gerald. Character 
| Le. Smith, Gereld L. KVEchmidt; INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
| TH WITTE OF ONE MILLION ' CUSTODIAL DETENTION 
: 4 7 SEDITION 
SYVOPSIS ¢ SMITH!s princinal activity is organizing 
politics] party for 1944 Presidential ele¢tion "ie 
- a under name of&merica First Party, SMITH re- 
- co ceiving assistance of Ford Motor Company 
ic officials “Mother!s of America, former mem~ 
= bers o erice First Committze and present 


members of Committee of One Million although 
he disclaims eny orgeniec connection between 
Committze of One Nillion end America First 
Party. Pletform of America First Party will 
be to assure that voters will heve 2 real 
choice in 1944 and in case Republicans and 
Democrets don't provide en isolationist can- 
didate, *merice First Party will. SMITH elso 
eetive in petitioning members of Michigen 
State Senate to unsert State Senator STANLEY =: 
FOILK, recently indicted for perjury in deny- 
ing thet he wes e Communist when ne turalized. 
SMITH still collaborating with f 
G8 associate of Rev. GERALD BO'TIKROD. 
SMITH elso plens'to sue ‘IALTEN ‘TINCHELL’ for 
one million dollers libel erising from pub- 
lished statement thet SKITH hed been indicted, 
SHITH presently being investigated for elleged 
freudulent income tax returns 1936 through 
1941 by Internel Revenue Agents, SIITH arranged 
to picket Detroit Athletic Club Jonuary 13, 
1943 during luncheon eddress of CLARENCE K. 
sTREIT, well known internationelist and author 
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MTAILS : 


of the book "Union Now." SMITH planning — 


political speeches throughout Midwest. 

SVITH in contact re Chicago, HZ 
Illinois, S; ITH continues to contact CHARLES 
<a 

Report of Special a bac 
dated December 11, 1942, a 


Bureau letters dated December 10 and December 
15, 1942. (Bureau file 62-43818). 





At Detroit, Michigan 


cc eeeserederceass| whose identity is known to 
the Bureau, has advised the writer that G#xALD . 5 i 


» K. SIITH's princinal activity 
since his defeat in the political race for the office of United States Senator 
from the State of Michigan, has been the organizing of an independent political 


party to participate in the 1944 Presidential election. ‘ITH has expressed 


tnat the reason for this activity at such an early date is that in some states 


it takes twelve to sixteen months to have a new political party included on 
the ballet. First SMITH intended to call the party the American Party with a 


program of intense American nationalism. 


Party when he hit upon the idea that the new political party would not neces~- 


sarily be independent but that it was just a precautionary device to guarantee 


that a suitable Presidentisl candidate would be offered to the people of the 

United States in 1944. He openly condemned both the Democrat and Republican 

parties for the 1940 candidates because he contended that WILLKIE was a 

"New Deal fifth columnist" in the reins of the Republican party and to choose 


between ROOSEVELT and "JILLKIE was no cho 
announcements and also hes informed ie 
if the Republican party would put up 


at all, S'ITH has mede public’ 
: 5 ens Dr ivately thet 
a good fsoletionist candidate such &s 






LINDBERGH or BURTON KS“ HSELER, then there would be no necessity for the In- 
dependent party to put up its own cendidate, SKITH has finally chosen the 
neme Americe First Perty with the idee in mind thet he would re-erect the 


America First Committee all over the country and use them to promote the cause 


of American netionelism end opposition to eny internetional commitments after 


the oe wer wes concluded. nen been in frequent contact, according 





of Ford Motor Company, 


haan 


hares mere oyNreys At ae are ~ arr at bse IEE SV awe, oy 





He later favored the name Safety First 
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a: Cleveland, Ohio, hes been making trips to the — 
East to contact c»™minent individurls who are opposed to the present adminis~ 


tration in en ettem! to get them ees into the America First Party, 





The informant suspected that wes attempting to contact former Post- 
mester JAMES FARLEY and THOM RCORAN, 


SMITH hes also frecuently expressed praise for the editorial policy 
of the Chicago Tribune which has sometimes expressed the desirability of a 
third party. SMITH expects thet his political party will attract the dissen- 
tient members of the Democratic perty who are opposed to ROOSEVELT!s New Deal 


nal 4 a4 ac ann FA thao Bawnwkli AAA Lt J a7-mSrH me oe he VWTT T KIE oe ae 
Pest aes cilu to tne MO PUULLEVC LS Dert ly who ais opposea to is aanaiitaie Md dos 


of cooperetion with the New Deal, Informnt stated that 

Jae oe former members of the Amerjce First Party, have 
orgonizing this third perigee Is made & trip to Washington, D. C. 
where she contacted verioum'? ors and Congressman as previously reported in 
reference report. 









en very active in 






On December 15, 1942, seers steted to SMITH that she hed a 


Christmas tree delivered to her ome by 2 man that went to school with Hitler, 
Slept in the same bed with him and who knew GOERING She ssid thet this man 


—mae aw et Oe ee Vee Wie bea LE al i a et Se Nb lie Wee WwW Wiha S56 Be 






a was e@ painter and that ho had also painted some of the murals tn the 
ae in Rome. When SMITH was discussing the politicel situetion wih ae 
eo the informant observed that SMITH was violently opposed to thc fit 


WILLKIE in 1944 but SMITH commented that "ALF LANDON would not be bad, He 


ts st Lend-Lease and he is anti-war." Informent stated thet 
periodically reported to SMITH the progress he was making with 
1s cont 


acts - the new political party and on one occasion SMITH made it 








cleer to 
include Mr, 
( political party to Detroit where a conference could be had with Mr. FORD. 
a 1 SMITH, in turn, reported his pvrogress to 


hat "there 1s no thought of a conference that does not 
" The generel plen wes to bring the leeders of the new 


ree ee 





rd Motor 






= g {ITH has also been contacting_o 
Company on other metters. He rcaucsted of 
the Ford Motor Company, to prevail upon HENRYSRORD to request 2 deferment for 
and HENRY FORD did so but the Cleveland Draft Board 
nevertheless classified in 14. SSOTH also has contacted 
Me HENRY FORD's personal secretery, in order to get permission for 
SMITHts nieco to inspect the collection of rare violins owned by HENRY FORD, af 










ans Informant steted that SMITH is now being investigated by Internel 
Revenue agents for alleged Income Tax evasion in his 1936 to 1941 Income Tax 


LY 
Ava 


ry 
a 
v 
oo, 
AY 
a 
Ds 
—_ 


(Detroit file 62-1126) 





2d returns. SMITH hes been seriously conc..med ebout this investigetion but he 
ae hes tdld informent and other friends of his thct he is not too worried because 
| he has reported every cent thet he ever ‘earned. 

oeas 






SMITH is contemplating contact ing 


EF Vitchita, Saar SNITH ee seorided secretarial pelea 
and hes fumdshed him with some metéerial for his radio sddeeseene 


SMITH is also prepering to institute s one million dollar libel 
suit sgainst “/}LTER “INCHELL snd Liberty Magazine for @ libel appezring in the 
article "Americans We Can Do Yithout" steting thet GER.LD L. K. SiITH hed 


ts 


+ _bcen indicted for seditio he only problem now confronting SMITH and his 
“s ' attorney, » is whether to bring the suit in Detroit or 


.New York, SEITH Would prefer thet the suit be brought in Detroit because he bree 
‘has expressed some concern thrt if the suit is brought in New York there might 


bea ury thet would ruin the case, SMITH hes been in conte et with 
eh a iis: end Chiczgo, Illinois, but informant did not know 
OE : of eny business that they had trensected. 

SMITH has been trying to capitalize on the recent indictment of 

Michigan State Senator STANLEY NOWAK, on the ground that NOWAK perjured hin- 
self when he wes neturelized and swore thet he wes not a member of the Communist 
Party. Informant explained thet SMITH has long been an outspoken enemy of 
the Communists and SMITH has under-taken to contect every State Senator in 
Michigan in an attempt to heve NO'AK unse: ted. SMITH was obviously clated 
over NOWAK's prosecution 2nd hes frequently announced thet it is a clear 
declaration of policy that the United Stetes Government was not going to per- 
mit Communists to run ramornt in the United Stetes merely because the United 
Stetes hes found it expedient to form a military cllience with Russia, SMITH 
hrs privetecly expressed thet he is somewhet pleased over the indictment of © 
NOWAK et this time because "The Government is so pro~Communist that they would 


Rema seek & RITA saan vw es SE hae Bieta? fia tee es a a ae mmcem st 
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Informent advised thet SMITH publicly ennounced th-t he discontinued 
his radio broadcasts so that he could devote his full time to editing his 
magazine, "The Cross end the Flerg" end "to other vital" ectivities, However, 
he has «admitted privetely to othsrs in the presence of inform-nt thet he wes 
not permitted to discuss controversiel subjects on the radio and he refused to 
reform his redio brozdcests if he was not permitted to use controversirl subjects, 





ae ge ; 
Jenks me oe eee cab OE op iva he? 





(Detroit file 62-1126) 





Informent stated that SKITH, working in conjuction wi ith ee 
‘am pttempted to purchsse smz.lli religious portraits aoe distribu- 


mt ee in the Armed Forces but he wes unsuccessful because of priorities. 
They were unable to obtain eny photographs or souvenirs suitable for his 
purpose,’ 


Informant .teted thet when SHITH was first attempting to f 

America party, he had h that neme had been used by 
Detroit, Michigan, SHITH,; however, found cut that 
one Organization which hed started was lergely dead and was not 
entitled to be listed on the official ballot of any stete. SMITH referred to 
. ROBEPTWIETIG, Local leader of the Americas First Committee, and commented 

thet VIETIG made it » point to nominate dale rtes before the America First 

Committee disbanded. SIMITH rceitersted thet the America First 

organization should never have been di ue 

plans for a new political perty vi he hit’ upon the idea of 

re-crganizing the America First Committee into the nucleus of the new political 
Any party. SHITH was very enxious to disclaim any organic connection between the 
waa Committee of One Million and the New America First party because he said the 
Committee of One Million wes not permitted to solicit funds for any political . 
purposes, 


















rh + Tt 
while discussing his 





erliest slogens chosen by SMITH for the new party were "The 

t Perty, the nee ans first and safety first:" "This is not ea 

: third party. . It is e guarantee of the preservation of the party system;" 

"No international eae ee a nationel Government with an independent, 
destiny." Informant believed thet SiITH is planning to use es a symbol of 

the America First Committee the bust of GEROGE WASHINGTON who stood for isola- ' 
tionism and spirituel symbol would be the cross and flag "tne seme as for the 
Committee of One Million;" patriotic symbol the /mericen eagle. SMITH has 
also suggested to his friends the following additional slogans: ‘Isolationism 
is not deads;" "America must remain independent;" "GEORGE WASHINGTON not HENRY 
WALLACE shell: determine the destiny of imerica;" "Clothe America first, feed 
America first, defend America first and defend the four freedoms of imerica 
first." All of these slogans were placed on placards and were pareded up and 
down the aisles at the meeting SNITH held in Eegleb Hall in Detroit, Michigan 
on _ January 10, 1943 when he publicly announced the organization of the America 
Fir 


The 


fmerica First 


Oe le Se 


€ 
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First Party. 
i 
ty SMITH is attempting to interest Mrs. PAUL FITZSIMMONS of Newport, 
AN Rhode Islend, woman vice-oresident of the Republican National Committee, in the | 
BE newly formed America First Party. SMITH has also contacted ee pe Pet ee 
: o @ 2 7 | 
— : | _ Ms a 
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of Chicago, Illinois in connection with the formation of 
a related that his brother was in Hong Kong and was 
trea y the Jepanese, SLITH, in repeating his conversation with 


Ws -::: chet informed him thet s 
rother hed been cap y the Jepanese and they cut 0 1s toes and in- 
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for the same ad ta SMITH expleined to that the purpose of the new 
party would be "to chastise" the other parties. SMITH stated that the Repub-~ 
lican and Democratic parties were afraid of whet SMITH himself, HENRY FORD 
and Rev. CHARIES Ew @OUGHLIN were going to do but SMITH made it clear that ali 
they wanted to do was just be good Americans and be interested in Americe first. 
SMI according to informant, has also been receiving assistance 
fron whom SMITH requested to contact the retiring Governor 
of Georgia, 1.sUMADGE. Informant also stated that IRsHARRELSON, who had 
been SMITH's attorney in Detroit, Michigan for the past several months, was 
returning to Georgia in January, 1943 to become a law partner of the retiring 
governor of Georgia, EUGENE DAIM/DGE in Jtlehta, Georgia. 


Informant steted that SKIITH has also contacted iy 
i j i 2 e third party. 















flicted 23 cuts on his body. SMITH commented that if we don't stop sending 
this stuff to Russia and get down to fighting this war we will be defeated 
by the OE aac for the, ere the strongest netion in the world, SMITH des- 
cribed Wi a as being "with the Chicago Tribune." SMITH re- 
peated. nis ore vy tovarious j 
repeated it t ee ‘ 

don't care what Repent te our Secnle 4 ‘in the Pacific. They are only concerned 
with Hitler," SMITH also criticized his successful political opponent, Senator 
HOMER FERGUSON of Michigan for having "consorted with Jews." SMITH has fre- 
quently expressed his belief thet now is the appropricte time to come out with 
en anti-League of Nations cempaign. SMITH hes suggested thet the proper line 
of propogande would be to agree to if we enter into any form of world Government 
the distribution resulting therefrom will take from us our food, our rubber and 
everything and give it to ell the er people of the world, SMITH wes em- 
phatic in pointing out to A het all propoganda should point out 
that constent effort should. be made to improve the conditions of ted 
Stetes soldiers because "nothing is too good for our soldiers." Seay 
and SMITH agreed thet they should campaign for free transportetion forsoldiers 


on furlough at least once every yeer. 









‘ITH commented favorably on the replacement of LEON HENDERSON by . 
PRENTISS M. BROWN as the head of the Office of Price Administration because 
even though SMITH disliked his former opponent, PRENTISS M. BROWN, he seid he 
would rether have a white men from Michigan then a Jew from New York. SKITH 
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also commented that it was difficult to accomplish any Christmas shopping 
in Detroit because the negroes and foreigners made it uncomfortable for the 
"regular veonle." 


SEITH confided in informant that he had received information 
that the Senate would form a committee to investigate the Assistant United 
States Attorney General and others for a conspiracy to smear opponents of 
the New Deal by inticting them, 


Informant said thet he heard SMITH tell HUBER TSLUCKER that HENRY 
FORD had personally given a job at the Ford Motor Company to SMITH's son 


~ but young SMITH, without gratitude, quit the job and then left home. 


SMITH criticized ROOSEVELT's eppointment of LEON HENDE o the 
position of Food Administrator in England. He told bIiw~ 
of Chicago, Illinois that ROOSEVELT hed appointed HENDESSON to London to 
give our food away. SMITH attempted to quote the scripture "He that provideth 
not for his own is worse than an infidel." 


SMITH sent out one thousand tickets for his meeting at Eagle's 
Hall in Detroit, Michigan and had an audience cf three hundred people. He 
claimed that there were five hundred that wanted to come but that accommo- 
dations could not be made for all. At this meeting, SMITH publicly announced 
the formation of the America First Party. SMITH had prepared in advance 
placards which were exhibited from the audience bearing verious inscriptions: 
"Billions for defense - not a penny for internetionalist propoganda; ‘Butter 
for Americans first;" "Order of loyalty - Armed forces first, civilians 
second, Allies third and rest of world last;" "Bring the boys home when the 
war is won;" "No fourth term;" "We must have a choice in 19443" “America . . 
first means clothe and defend Americans first;" "Four freedoms for America a 
first;" "Drive the internationalists out of Washington." SKITH argued at 
the meeting that the alarming activities of Vice-President “VJALLACE and 
WENDELL “WILLKIE and others who are ettempting to put the United States into 
2 “orld Government has caused the formation of the America First Party. 
SMITH suggested thet it would be unnecessary for the new party to propose 
cendidetes in 1944 if the Democrets should nominate someone like Senator 
BURTON K, HEELER or if the Republicans should nominate somebody like TéFT. 
or LINDERGH. , 


Informant said thet StITH has contemplated that verious units 
of the America First Party should be set up bearing names such as GEORGE 
“WASHINGTON unit, TAFT unit and LINDBERGH unit. He suggested that the people 
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a | should support an investigetion of Lend-Leese activities, support bonuses 
i and reemployment of service men, should fight ell attempts et bureaucratic 
- fascism, should support 411 vatriotic lebor movements in hands of patriotic 
( Americans, should support « high tariff, should support a farm bloc in Con- 
gress and should lift the living standzrd of the world by setting <= good 
example and not be lowering our own standard. 


b7? 





SHITH, According to hes been attempting to gather 
evidence’ to vrove that Stete Senator STANLEYaO'AK is a Communist and that 
his wife, Ny RGARETSS OFak, is the director of the Educational Committee for 


the Communi st Polly VL Michigan. SI ITH dicto UCMWeMIeuU Ulld lb ne oe necra uy 


the Michigen State Senate so that he could prove thet Stete Senetor STANLEY 
NOWaK was e Communist and unworthy to represent the people of Michigan. 


Rar SMITH argued that Judge O'BHIEN was instrumentel in getting State Senetor 
Pas NOWAK ssated in the Senete, was the same man who, as attorney general about 


wr. 1919, cuashed the indictment when EARL BRODER and other Communists were 
raided et Bridgemen, Michigan, 


According to informant, since SMITH received indications that the 
Internel Revenue agents, investigeting his alleged freudulent Income Tax 



















returns, were going to intervie | SHITH reminded f 
rhe trensactions that he thought the egen ould question about. SKITH 
ware es told thet the Internel Revenue agents wo~e anxi O know what 
SLITH g0 or his trip to Louisisne in 1940 when he c2moaigned for EARL baw 


he spent. SMITH told thet some of the records of his receipts had 
been stolen by a set of Jews in New_York and they were being used to incite 

ae SMITH. SMITH Bh ceccd then attempted to reach some agree 
ent as to the emount SMITH spent on his radio broedcasting. 


LONG and SKITH seid cig: them by seying he wished he hed what 





SMITH has continued to attempt to contect CHARLES LINDBERGH but 
has not yet been successful, SMITH wes very enxious to get a copy of a 
auotation supposedly meade by BERNARD UBARAUSCH about 1936 before a Congressional 


Committas that thera wee enhamc Nipar fee Fraietoad unnan the nennie af roeci_ 
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a. mentation to compel them to work or fight end that it was being enforced 
ya by reguletion of distribution of food, fuel and necessities of life, 


SMITH hes reouested the essistence of es Se «3 re=- cor 
cruiting volunteers for the smerice First party. He said he contemplated a : 
netional committee of one thousend so that the opponents would heve to "scatter 
their shots" insteed of sending out a few peonle to be harrassed. SMITH 
has informed local Detroit newspapers thet he contempletes making a tour 
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of the United States to organize the Americe First Perty. He said he had 
assurance from the “merica First Committees that they would support him, 

SMITH seid that the heedcuarters of the americe First Party would be on 

the twentieth flov.of the Industriel Benk Building, Detroit, Michigen, 

This is SMITH's present office for the Committee of One Killion, However, - 

SIN ITH again insisted thet there wee no connection between the Americs's , 
Yirst party Committee of One Thousend and the originel Committee of One 
Million. SMITH set forth his itinerary as follows:Chicego ~ January 15; 
St. Peul and Minneepolis, Jenusry 17 and then leter Cleveland, Fort “layne, 

; Erie end Milweukee. SMITH hes repeatedly emphasized thet his new party 
( will be egainst €11 interferences with the war effort but he believes that 
an isolationist can be mors petriotic in a war then czn be an interventionist. 

He said as an example thet the oeople of the State of Michigan were primerily 
isolationist prior to December 7, 1943 but thet since thet time the people 

£ Michigan lead in every branch of the wer effort, | 


Informant stated that when SIMTH heerd thet CL.RENCE K. STREIT 
wee going to speck et the Detroit Athletic Club at noon of January 13, 1943, 
he immediztely plenned to hove his supporters picket the Detroit Athletic 
Club. SMITH himself had his steff prepsre the picket signs which were to 
reed as follows: "STREIT is e propogandist;" "We cre mothers of soldiers;" 





Pater NSTREIT is a traitor;" "We support the war, we fight internetionel provo- 

oe, gande;" "Let STREIT eo straight to 3" America first. Keep America 

Se ineependent 3" "STREIT should be in the army; "Detroit is the wrong plece 
ae for STREIT." For the occasion, SMITH ordered six hundred United Nations — 


flegs from New York City which were to be shipped by othcr women who were 
to be participants in the demonstration. 


Enclosure: To the Burecu: Two copizs of SMITH's magazine, "The Cross and 
the Fleg" for December, 1942, 


- PENDING - 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


‘The following leads cre besed upon t¥-o manoranda submitted by 
the Criminel Division of the Depertment to the Bureau, copies of which 
aeve bsen sent in Burceu lettcrs drsted Deecmber 10 and 15, 1942 to Detroit 
Field Office, Relevent portion of the memoranda are quoted with cach 
lead: ) 


CEASLOTTE FIELD DIVISION 
Wi pt to locate and interview H. BE. MARTIN, Executive 
Jirector of the SILVE Br SAIRTS of AMERICA, concerning telegrams end letters 
on the stetionery of the SILVZR SHIRTS of AMERICA signed by SMITH whose 
SILVER SHIRT registretion number wes 3223. 


The Depertmentel memo sets forth the following: "The following 
excerpt from the February 21, 1942, issue of 'The Hour! likewise indicates 
the existence of correspondence between SMITH =nd PELIEY: 'On August 5, 
1938', H. E. MARTIN, Executive Director of the SILViR SVIRTS of AMERICA 


cent roe ly TF 1! OTRKITS Director af the FRIENNS OF DEMOCRACY - tattor 
Set TO uP, be Bie Db nD) VAIrector OL tne Fragile VOM Ls 2 +b Ue 


wrich states: 


‘Answering your letter of the third regarding Mr. GERALD L, K. 
SUITH's connection with the SILVER SHIRTS which you sey he denies, we héve 
on file certain letters and telegrams received from him. The letters are 
all written on SILVER SHIRTS of ‘MENICA lettsrhcads and signed by him. His 
registretion number as a member of the SILVER SHIRTS was 3223 and his wife's 
hMhumber was 3220,"! 


It is reoucsted thet an effort be méde to locate correspondence 
between SMITH and PELLEY snd if such should prove unsuccessful, to locate 
H. E. MARTIN end interview him on the neture end locstion of the correspondence 
which he referred to in his ebove mentioned letter. 


fit ASHVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA, will cover lecd requested by De- 
partmental memo es follows; "Special Agent (in his report bow 
dated jupgust 25, 1942 et Indisnzpolis, Indiana) suggests thet PELLEY's 
printing establishment was located in ‘shville, North Caroline from about 
1932 to 1940 and that correspondence between PELLEY «nd Sii-TH mey be among 
some seized by some locel official at Ashville. , 
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA FIELD DIVISION 


Will attempt to locete end interview Mr. H. E. MARTIN, Executive 
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(Detroit file 62-1126) 


Director of the SILVER SHIRTS of AMERICA, The Depertment desires informa- 
tion from MARTIN about the correspondence between SLITH and PELLEY. For 

relevant portions of the Departmental memo, see eee above to Charlotte 
Field Division. 


NU OF ORLE EANS FIELD DIVISION 


At NEW ORTEANS OF ALGISRS, LA., will attempt to locate and in- 
who was friendly with SMITH durirg HUEY 
LONG"s noeae andi ol PRRs sn at Detroit, 

is a : should be 
inte pvieved con aie eTTats we atacte, finances, supporters and activities. 
Tt’is noted thet report of Special dated August 
2S, 1942 at Atlanta, Georgia gives Ss 
ew Orleens, Louisiana. 













wert YORK FIELD DIVISION 


| 
Will, if favorable, contact Dr. L. MN. BUNKHBAD, Director of 
YRIFNDS of DEMOCRACY for information in his possession about GERALD L. K. 
SETIH and his activities and also in an effort to locate H. E. MARTIN, 
kxzcutive Director of SILVER SHIRTS of AMERICA. For relevant portion of 
Nepartmental memo, see lead to Charlotte Field Division above. 


Will cover ead requested by De artment as follows: "Referring 
to pege 2 of the report of Special Agent Wj exe ated May 23, 
19.2 at Detroit, Michigan in wiich mention is ma icle carried by 
the United Press from noon on October 20, 1936, concerning the announcement d 
by SHITH of the formation of a Fascist organization to seize the Government 
of the United States. It is requested that a effort be mace to secure 4 
cooy of SMITH's announcement if it was in writing and in any cese that you 
attempt to locate and interview concerning the context thereof, persons 
present when SMITH made such announcement." 





Will cover leads as requested in Departmental memo quoting: "In- 
formation has been received from the attorneys for Time and Life magazine 
with offices in New York City. Have compiled a large file of information 
on SEITH in which may be reflected facts which will interest this (Criminal) 
Division. It is recuested that this file be secured or duplicated if it 
docs exist and that any leads which may be indicated thereby be developed 
by investigation as soon es possible. 


Additional information has been received in this office that the 


lew firm HOUSE, GROSSMAN, VORHAUS and HELMEY of New York City handled a 
law suit against SMITH and some individual identified to the Criminal Division 
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(Qetroit file 62-1126) 


3s the 'Benana King, and thet onc a -: : some other - b?c 
funciaenery in this lew firm has some information about S&ITH which developed 
as a.result of this lew suit thet may not be evaileble elsewhere. It is 
reouested thet this leed be developed and a report be supplied to the Criminal 


Division as soon ¢s possibie," 





Wila ‘cover tne lead resuested in Departmental memo es follows: bre 
"Other information reeching this office is thet during the time SKITH was 
established in New York, one was intimetely associated 
with him. at is desired that or a psterecs? the identity of this 
a ~ seh ha 
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Will cover leed requested in Depertmental memo es follows, 
"There is set forth on pege 6 of the report of Special . 
dated August 28, 1942 at se Orle3p 34 Louisia informs tion aileged p7~ 


supp.ied to the Bureau's . 
bw 










complied by the HEARST organization on SH ITH! past." It is requested that 
this file be sccured or dupliceted if it is still in existence or that its 


i ap eee Parone nen mete Gert | q a 


farme:: existence and the informetion alleged to nave been conta 





aa be verified by interviews of the parties mentioned by § ; ve 
Oy ae It is further reouested that any leeds based upon an examination of 
ee 1s materiel be developed by investigetion.” 


will cover lead recuested in Departmental memo as follows: | 
"The Criminal Division likewisd hes Learned thet certain of PELLEY's files 
; were seized in 1934 or 1935 by |the McCORMACK - DICKSTEIN Congressional 
Committee and are presumed now |in the custody of the Clerk of the House." 


T+ Je waniucetoA +hat an effort Re made tn lneata eueh and if asurh affort 
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i prove unsuccessful, to locate H. E. MARTIN, Executive Director of SILVER 
SHIRTS of AMERICA and intervi him on the neture and location of the 
correspondence to which he referred in his above mentioned letter to Dr. 

, L. M. BURKHEAD, Director of FRIENDS of DEMOCRACY, New York City, New York, 
the context of ‘which letter siete out in lead to Charlotte Field Division 






. Will ettempt to loc 
ae st whose address hes 


above, 
been given as Washing- 74- 
on, D. a *° 
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aid to have been a Praicspee contact of the 
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(Detroit file 62-1126) | 


Ford Motor Comneny with GERALD S!ITH, SLIZABSTH DILLING and Rev. CHARLES 
&. COUGHLIN. 





Zak DETROIT FIGLD DIVISION - 3 | ; 





Av ~ytroit, Michigen, will continue to contact informants con- 
serning the ectivitics of GLRALD L. K. SicITH. 
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Pate:  pebruary 2, 1943 : 
. apis . . 
To: vw Ge ‘ a 
SAC, Detroit | a : \, 
| : 
a From: J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
© 
Subject? . ce -y L, kK. SUT 
- COLIPTAS OF ONE MILLION 
, TsTETMAL S-CURLTY = SEDITION 
For your information there is enclosed a copy 
of s leaflet advertising several speeches made by subject 
at St. Paul, [innesota on January 17, 1943. This leaflet 
was received at the Suresu fron an anonymous eource and 
is forwarded to you for your infornation anc consideration 
in connection with the investigation of this case. 
Enclosure. e-  Moe 
ie foe 
-, Al WFORMATT A CONTAINED | 
po, 
HEREIR iS UNCLASSIACD. ; 
f 
DATE _rch{ea. BY s¢-s8ss# pe 
Mr. Tolson 13 ps 
A8- ran Be 
ir, BE. A. Tamm_. ¢. wie . 
Mr. Clegs i, oe $2202 ¢9 Y dt tod fai y- 7 
Mr. Coffey + | | a ‘ioe Mane be fo site 
Mr. Glavin hy p vf 8 | /4 
Saray ae erg 2 194. 
Mr. Nichols ; -_ | ef ,ko * | 
Mr. Roses eee : 
mre Tee? YMMUNICATIONS SECTION “es 7 
Mr. Carson | we 
Mr, Hendon AILED 11 ae 
Mr. McGuire 
Mr. Mumford FEB Q 1943 Polly H 
+e Quinn Tarim FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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; 4 BRING oars FRIENDS — HEAR. i Ad | wre 
A GERALD L.K.SMITH 
es America’s Great we for Christan een 


roe ae A2. 
_agbunday, Jan. 17, 1943 


Pid — WHDGY - 9:30 a. m. - 


also in person at | 








Junior Pioneer Hall, RDO TON CONTAINED 


192 W. 9th St. — 10:30 a. m. the aay! UNCLASSIFIED 


; | also in person at DATE les +7, LL 
— Gustavus Adolphus Hall, Maye te 


17th Ave. & East Lake St.—3 and 7:30 p. m. Same Day 





——e No Admission Charge 
4 The loyal. moral and financial support given to ings Business College, Nebraska Elizabeth Dilling of | 
ae the untiring efforts of Rev. C. O. Stdsklev has enabled Chicago and many others have given inspirational 


Ps 


him and bis organization to bring to the Twin Cities messages of untold value. 
as mony speakers of natonal and international prom- 


inence, 
While this splendid support has come from many CHRISTLAN AMERICA IS AT THE CROSS ROADS 
quarters, mostly from individuals for which we are There is a small but highly organized, financially 


very grateful, we think it fitting to express our profound powerful minority who own and control the MONEY. 
appreciation for such outstanding support as has come _—the PRESS, the RADIO, the MOVIES, etc., that are de- 
from the Mothers of Minnesota, Royal Oak Clubs. f° termined that we should sacrifice, suffer and give and 
Scrutineers, Northwest Monetary Conference, numerous Give AND GIVE TO SAVE GODLESS RUSSIA and 
Townsend members and many others. This, and the IMPERIALISTIC INTERNATIONAL CAPITALISM FOR 





werving loyalty and financial aid provided by the GREAT BRITAIN. 


oe ee ' membership of Rev. Stadsklev's Sach. and Radio If they succeed, American independence will be 
ves 4 §Audience has givéi Bima good start toward the great B destroyed. Christianity will SUFFER and the toiling 
“kit, work which lies ahead, | masses wil) be reduced to the status of SERFS and sold 


BUT PLEASE REMEMBER, IT IS ONLY A START. into bondage to the International Plunder Bund for un- 
bil ee cians AND BE oe Sue EE ene told generations to come. 
IST MORE WORKER : 
STRUGGLE TO INSURE ULTIMATE SUCCESS! IS CHRISTIAN AMERICA WORTH SAVING? 
4 If so, it is up to you and You and YU (be sure to 
eens spell it Y-O-U) and a hundred and twenty million other 
The Royal Oak Clubs Scored a big success in | true Americans to whom America really belongs. Re- 
bringing Father Curran of Brooklyn, N. Y. to St. Paul member it is YOUR America YOU are fighting for. The 
twice. Thus enabling thousands of ‘thinking people kind of a FREE America you would went your children 
in the northwest to hear his splendid message of truth and your children’s children to inherit. Not just a piece 
and Christianity. The Mothers of Minnesota brought of paper called a share in (BANKRUPT) America You 
en former United States Senator Rush D. Holt of West MUST NOT FAIL THEM. YOU MUST DO YOUR PART 
- Virginia to Minneapolis so that the people of the north- TO THE LIMIT OF YOUR ABILITY AND URGE ALL 
west might hear and see this dynamic and fearless YOUR FRIENDS TO DO LIKEWISE. 
exponent of truth and social justice. WE MUST DO THIS. EACH AND EVERYONE OF 
Such outsianding speakers as W. B. Record of Los US MUST ASSUME OUR FULL RESPONSBILITY AND 
Angeles, Ralph Keeling of Chicago, Andrae B. Nord- DO ALL WE CAN. 
skog of Los Angeles. former Congressman Charlea G. — Now. for some information about Gerald EK. Smith 
Binderup of Nebraska. Prof. Wm. C. Gehrke of Hast- who comes to the Twin Cities Sunday, January 17th. 


ompiled and prepared by S. ©. Sanderson, Rochester. Minn., Chairman of the Northwest Monetary Conference. 
‘Hear HT ae Liberty” WDGY every Fri., 6:45 P. m. — every Se 9:30 a. m. 
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Gerald L. K. Smith is one.’ > “Se most colorful men of 
this generation. Recently, after .. .-d addressed the Press 
Club in Washington, D. C., which was attended by more than 
500 leading newspaper men | from all over the world, _ Mark 
Sullivan of the New York Tribune and the dean of Wasn- 
ington newspaper men, said: “All the spellbinders in Ameri- 
ca put together will not make one Gerald L. K, Smith. He 
combines the best qualities of William Jennings Bryan, Billy 
Sunday and LaFollette, the senior. 


Smith has been persecuted by the most vicious elements 
in America, but, even so, has develop arge 
independent following of any crusading patriot. As National 
Chairman of the Committee of 1,000,000, he has recruited 
more than 3,006,000 followers. It is not ancommon for him 
to employ from 20 to 50 people just to handle his mail. In 
a recent meeting held by the Committee of 1,000,000 in 
. Detroit the attendance broke ail records of public meetings 
in Detroit. Nineteen thousand people were seated; 4,000 
people stood and thousands were turned away from the 
Olympia. 





==, 


In Detroit he has been on tm ‘radio where his voice 
reaches about seventeen states clearly longer than std con- 
troversial commentator. He is taking a leave of absence 
from regular radio brogdcasting now in order that he may 
tour the country and visit some of his best friends. 


Recently, as a candidate for the United States Senate 
in Michigan, it required a coalition of New Dealers and 
Willkie Kepublicans to defeat him, although every large 
daily newspaper in the estate was opposed to him. In his 


ramnaion a Weer greeted 7 the largest audiencoca in the 


history of “Michigan polities “pince William “Jennings E Bryan 
toured the state. 


In Detroit, Cleveland and the great cities of the Central 
states, the name of Gerald L. K. Smith is a household word. 
He is hated by his enemies almost to the point of murder. 
In fact, his life has been threatened many times because of 


hie fearless attacks on subversive activities and the ene- 
mies of America. 

Smith is « close dade friend of Chas. A. Lindbergh, 
Senator Burton K. Wheeler, Congressman Clare Hoffman, 
Congressman Hamilton Fiah, Senator Robert Reynolds, Sen- 


_ator Gerald P. Nye, Henry Ford and other sa riaemn, 
; Amenisans of this type. 
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ke Cleveland Plain Dealer, one of the largest Pe 


perhaps the largest - 


Jerald L. K. "Smith 


Long was vaisacuinciaa In fact, it is believed th 
er which killed Senator Long was supposed to . 

K. Smith. Mr. Smith was the last person to touch 
of Mr. Long before he died. He delivered the funera, 
over his grave to 200,000 people. 

He believes that the assassination of Huey Long, 

was an enemy of interationalism, an enemy of corr 
money practices and an enemy of the New Deal politic. 
machine — he believes that the mysterious plot behind the 
assassination of this young and fearless senator to be one 


Bh week emeret sian A a2 AN 


# sh: 
of the great mysteries of this century. 


In his addresses in the Twin Cities he will tell some 
very sensational facta concerning those who plotted the death 
of this man who was the first to expose bureaucratic inter- 
nationalism in Washington. 


rn 

an In his campaign for the United States Senate Smith 
opened every meeting with prayer and used 65 a slogan for. 
his campaign, “Christ first in America.” It is his conviction 
that the teachings of Christ gave us America and only Christ 
can save America. 


He frequently says that If Christ had been firat in 
Germany, there would have been no Hitler; if Christ had 
been firat in Russia there would have been no Communism; 
if Christ had been first in the world, there would have been 
no war. 


The last time Smith spoke in the Twin Cities he ad- 
dressed the State Legislature of Minnesota at the invitation 
of Speaker Johnson of the House of Representatives. 

Mr. Smith has been married twenty-one years to a wife 
who is just as much interested in his crusading activities as 
rate She will accompany Mr. Smith on his visit to the Twin 

ities, 


A STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES 

The following summarizes the principles of THE CROSS 
AND THE FLAG: 

The voice of the Committee of 1,000,000, a patriotic 
and dynamic crusade which began with nine constituents 
and now has more than 3,000,000. 

The work of this committee and the policy of this jour- 
“nal are built around three expressions of sentiment: 

First—Foundation principles. 
Second—Vital issues. 


Third—Battle cry. 


news Wepers in Amerisa, which has an International policy, The foundation principles of this committee, which have 
Se rsid in an editorial: “Gerald L. K. Smith is the been unchanged since its beginning in 1937, are es follows: 
Y2 5 tos dangerous man in America.” Yes, to those who aim 1. To rebuild the spirit of America. 
utgygelP out inkay mie America to the arheiets forces of —  g To wipe out to the last yeatige, Communism, Nazism, 
:  qangecous.” other foreign countries, Gerald L. K. Smith sf aren in all : forme: (in iew o he ttempt now being made 
join us in a po itic nion gt fein countries, we ex- 
se Ré@enily the mayor of the city of Cleveland forbade press our bitter objectipn to su achemes to compromise 
L mith o speak in Cleveland. vending the mayor’s rul- the soy ereLenty of Awerp much Union Now with Bri- 
“= apag, Smith appealed to the city counci The city council tain,” “Federal Unigy, In Pete.) : 
> 06 asf Cleveland sided with Smith and Cleveland is on the list 3. To redefine, The ican natioga? character. 
= for a visit from. Smith this winter. _ ee 4. To instill Soe imAmeg@an youth, dedicated 
Gerald L. K. Smith is the founder and editor of the only pbogaencren Moar = ai Aa iguthe ntenance ‘of Ameri- 
Lu magazine of its type in America, devoting itself consistent- ~ od 
a iy to the exaltation of Christ in the affairs of America and 5. To issuers call t say borers to resist what 
Ca opposing all forms of internationalism. He favors an inde- ia now known to be #m atidwal plot to make them 
ae pendent destiny for Amerien. The magazine, the name of part of a world revoluffon = . 
oh ae which is THE CROSS AND THE FLAG, goes into every 6. To rededicate the citNenry of America to the family 
a Fa in the Union té thousands of paid-up subscribers. ewe _ altar and to the spirit of the Church. 
on T the maintenance of a well defined standard 
cone L. K. ae graduated from Tee a at Viro- of Push ai living: a ee es a 
qua, isconsin. e .gradu rom’ Valparaiso Universit 
aad = and took special work at Butler University. 7 The battle cry of this crusade is, “CHRIST FIRST IN 
BN : AMERICA.” 
Bf: Early in life, he and his young wife went to Shreveport 
Louisiana. Here he formed a close fricndship with the late “~~~ BERNARD A. DOMAN, - 
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aasossinated Huey P. Long. He was with Senator Long when ’ 





Director, Committee o: One Million. 
Sah OEE nk 


Hear “Truth and ast WDGY every Fri., 6 45 p. m. — - every Sun., 9:30 a. m. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


THIS CASEORIGinATEDAT =. DETROIT muxno. — 100-4156 


DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MADE 


(241-3 1-17-13 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


LYMAN KENNETH SHITH, was. INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
ae OMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION, CUSTODIAL DETENTION 
SEDITION 





1 SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: }eetines held by SMITH in St. Paul and Minneapolis 

| 1-1, .3, sponsored by Reverend CARL 0. STADSKLEV, 
evangelist, Minneapolis, Minnesota. SMITH'S speeches 
were very critical of the administration, particularly 

= of Vice President WALLACE, and he bitterly denounced the 
Communist Party and all those favoring internationalism 
end world politics. SMITH presently director of move 

to launch a new party kmown as the America First Party, 
to be ready to present a candidate in the 19h) elections 
in case the old-line parties again betray the people 
like he states they did in 1940. Names mentioned by 
SMITH as to be considered real Americans indicate he 
receives the support of isolationists. SMITH advocates 
pushing the war effort by a tie-up with Russia and 
others on a military and business basis only, to be 


severed after the war. ALL INEDRNET OS eeyT t Fine) 





RUG = WERE ie f a ANaiiral : 
red 1 ios 
Q- 
DETAILS: AT MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA. DATE d N 


Qn instructions of Special Agent in Charge CLINTON W 
STEIN, Agent attended the talks given by GERALD 
CSuITH _at the Gustavus Adolphus Hall, Seventeenth and 








, sa ‘Lake Street, Minneapolis, from 3300. to 5:15 and &:00 
ey ee to 10:30 pem. on January 17, 1943. Newspaper announce- 
s aN oF if ments and otherwise indicated that SMITH was receiving 
pe Se | ‘the support of Reverend CARL 0.|STADSKLEV, evangelist 
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Minneapolis, Minnesota, who introduced SMITH on both occasions. There was 
another minister on the platform with SMITH whose name was not secured, and 
in the evening Reverend HENRY J.{SOLTAU, crusading preacher in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, was also present, SOLTAU having been recently convicted and served 
a short sentence for perjury. It is noted that Reverend STADSKLEV conducts 

a radio hour at 9:30 Sunday morning from Minneapolis, Minnesota, known as 
"Truth and Liberty.” 





SMITH in his talk. was very critical of the administration, being particularly 
bitter against HENRY WALLACE, Vice President, and against WENDELL WILLKIE, 
and the Communist Party. He attacked those who would accuse him of being 
unpatriotic. At the outset of both of these speeches SMITH made this 
challenge, "I give you the name of the Governor of Michigan (named), the 
mayor of the City of Detroit (named), the senior Senator from Michigan, 
ARTHUR VANDENBERG, my opponent at the last election, and the leading citizen 
of Detroit, Michigan, HENRY FORD, and if you can get any of these men to 
make one statement questioning my patriotism or loyalty, I will never speak 
from any platform again." This was directed at newspaper men end any 
enemies of his who, he stated, might be in the audience. He went on further 
to state that there was an F.B.I. in Detroit, and that there was an F.B.I. 
in Chicago, and he asked the question whether or not the people in Minnea-~ 
polis thought the F.B.I. would have let him out of Detroit or out of Chicago 
if they considered he was subversive, seditious, or unpatriotic. SMITH 
referred to Mayor KLINE of the City of Minneapolis as narrow minded and 

one whose political career would spon end. This reference was evidently 
brought about by criticism of SHITH'S appearance which was published ina 
local paper, emanating from Mayor KLINE, who advised that he would have some 
-* police inquiry made, 
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' The only statements which SMITH made that appeared to be on the questionable 
side were these: "The seditious efforts to pack the United States Supreme 
. ‘ Court,” this having been said in the afternoon speech; and at night he made 
~ | the following statement, "I am not speaking of the Commander in Chief of the 
t 


Army and Navy, I am speaking of FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, the politician who 

t has played politics right down to the present day,” and he made a mererency 
' to the ED FLYNN Australian appointment, 

i 


SHITH discussed the rubber situation at length, claiming that he had been 
close to HENRY FORD and to Doctor HALE, a prominent chemist in this matter, 
He claims the word of Doctor HALE that this chemist went to Germany a few 
years ago for the purpose of learning their secret of synthetic rubber, and 
that this chemist was advised that it could not be revealed as it belonged 
to the Standard 011 Company of the United States. Doctor HALE then, he said, 
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returned to the United States and it was years before the formula was finally 
squeezed out of the Standard Oil Company. He also gave the word of Mr. 
SORENSON, production manager for the Ford Motor Company, to the effect that 
they could produce in three months sufficient tires for their 200,000 employees, 
this statement having been made last fall, and for all workers in the United 
States in six months, and by Easter of 1943 tires for all civilian use in 
the United States, without using one pound of raw rubber. He referred to 
the great rubber plant built by HENRY FORD, which was seized by the Govern- 
ment and disapreared, and was then sent to Russia, with, he stated, the 
understanding by .ne Japanese Government that it would receive safe trans- 
portation. He had an article written by CEDRIC ADAMS of the Minneapolis 
Star Journal which he stated he could not explain being in that paper, 

whose editor he severely criticized for his trip to Moscow with WENDELL WILLKIE. 
This article was along the same lines as other information he claimed to 
have, and was to the effect that possibly under the Lend-Lease Program we 
could get our rubber through Russia, who could get it from Japan, who control 
the source of rubber and who was not at war with Russia. He referred to the 
appointment of Mr. BERNARD BARUCH to investigate the rubber situation as 
similar to appointing the devil to investigate hell, stating that BARUCH had 
been associated with the Wall Street rubber monopoly interests for several 


yeurse 


Referring to WENDELL WILLKIE, he stated that the best service he could have 
rendered to his country at the time would have been to have stayed in Moscow 
with JOE STALIN when he got there. He referred to Governor STASSEN of the 
state of Minnesota as a stooge for WILLKIE and as one of the most dangerous 
internationalists in the country. He mentioned the fact that he had spoken 
before the Minnesota Legislature several years ago and also before the Press 
Club in Washington, D. C. 


Referring to the Communist Party, SHITH gave several paragraphs of vicious 
language in describing them, and it would appear that he is fanatically 
Opposed to Communism. He referred to the Russian situation in which we were 
allies, and he said this was strictly a business deal and that it should not 
be carried any farther. During this discussion he mentioned the fact that 
the Communist Party had been termed by our own Attorney General, FRANCIS 
BIDDLE, as a conspiracy against the United States in the BRIDGES case, and 


yet the Party was allowed to continue to exist, while, when a crusader of 
SMITE'S type began to speak acainst it, erposte were made to sauelah him at 


every turn. In “referring further to Communism and to the mayor of the city 
of Minneapolis, he had a card in his hand which announced a meeting of the 
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Friends of the Soviet Union at the Wicollet Hotel in Minneapolis January 15, 
1943, to which he said there had been apparently no objection, but the group 
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whom, he charged, was well-known as being the head of the Communist Party 
Quring the incarceration of EARL BROWDER. He also brovght forth reference 

to certain Commmist Party speakers who had appeared with full sanction of 
leading political figures in the state before the student body at the Univer~ 
sity of Minnesote. Further referring to EARL BROWDER, he stated that BROWDER'S 
brother, when conducting a meeting in Madison Square Garden in New York for 

the purpose of ra. ing funds to be used in efforts to get EARL BROWDER re- 
leased, had made the statement that he hoped to put GERALD L. K. SMITH and 
Father COUGHLIN in the cell which EARL BROWDER would vacate in the Federal 
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Penitentiary. 


Concerning HENRY WALLACE and the Communist Party, he said, "I will not say 
HENRY WALLACE is @ Communist, but I will say he is ® carrier of Cormunisn.” 
Referring to Mrs. ROOSEVELT, he remarked, "I will not say ELEANOR is e 
Communist, but I will say she has some mighty funny quirks to her political 
ideas ° id 


SHITH made many references to WALTER WINCHELL, whom he terms the popgun 
patriot and a disgrace to the Naval service to which he claims to be attached. 
He statec that some day he hoped WIUCHELL could be thrown into the ocean bay, 
and he hoped to be there to help do it. 


The emnaaah whi ah wee mann An +¢ha arantinaen af Tawmiare °F 191, Zz ara  atetattletat*. 
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SHITH in the afternoon to be one referring a great deal to the late 


HUEY P. LONG of Louisiana. He gave considerable time in his evening speech 
to LONG'S career, and it appeared that he was very close to him, and, in 
fact, was at his side at the time of his assassination. He stated that 
there never was a more maligned man by the newspapers than LONG. He stated 
that LONG had been branded as crackpot, seditionist, grafter, and everything 
else by the power of the press, and by the power of the administration in 
the matter of cutting off grants of Federal money to the state of Louisiana, 
Re stated that it was on the Congressional Record in a speech by HUEY LONG 
made some six weeks before he was assassinated that a plot was on foot to 
cause his death, and therein the names of several persons prominent therein 
are supposed to be mentioned, which information SMITH claimed was secured by 
himself and LONG by the use of microphones installed at the meeting place of 
these particular men. He stated that it will appear on the Congressional 
Record that Doctor WEISS is mentioned therein as the person who was willing 
to carry out the assassination. SMITH made this challenge, that the day he 
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was brought in for Federal prosecution for anv of his utterances, he would 
mention the name of the man who ordered the assassination of HUEY P. LONG, 
and he stated that it would be so high up that the news would drive HITLER, 
YUSSOLINI, and HIROHITO and all wer news off the front pages of the news- 
pepers for several davs. 


uring his speech he several times said that there was no question about the 
program of the war; thet we were in it to win and any question as to why 

we got in or any similer question was not eppropriate at this time, and he 
favored the push.. of the war effort to the limit; and he mentioned the 
fact thet after the war he wanted the boys to be brought home to the United 
States, and that a rinse of steel and ships should be placec around this 
country in both oceans so that there would never be another Pearl Harbor. 

He mentioned that he had a son nineteen vears of age who would in the next 
few days be called before the draft board for his examination; that he would 
ask no svecial favors for him, because if he did thet and was successful, 

it might mean someone else's son would be called before his own son. 


SMITH referred to efforts to stop his speeches as tampering with or sitting 
on the safety valve, stuting that if the safety valve of an engine is closed 
off or stooped vp, the whole ensine may blow up scne time. SMITH hed in his 
possession a three pere press release which he intended to pass out to the 
mress. h& covy of this hes been secured, and it is noted thet much of 1t 

was referred to by S“ITH in his speech. There ere the following statements | 
in this release: “The conduct of the war is not an issue. We all assume 
that every patriotic American will do all in his power to effect an early 
military victory. The alarming activities of such internationalists as 
HENRY WALLACE and WENDELL WILLKIE in their attempt to promote ts into a 
world sovernment efter the war have inspired the formation of this emergency 
party,” this referring to the America First Party. Persons mentioned by 
S'ITH in his speeches as being real Americans were CHARLES LINDRERGH, Senator 
RURTON F, WHEELER, Senator GERALD NYE, HAMILTOW FISH, Senator VANDENBERG of 
Michigan, Senator TAIT, and others. This press release contains what is 
known as the text of his campaign. In brief, he states the plan is to form 
a new purty called the America First Party as a safety measure in case the 
two old parties merge as they voluntarily did in 190, betraying the people, 
es he called it, in which election there was no choice between candidates. 
He stated that efforts are being made to set up this new party eighteen months 
in advance of the national conventions of the two main parties, because if 
this is not done, they will not be able to get on the ballot in some states, 
as they require thet a party be on the ballot a certain time ahead of the 
scheduled conventions or elections. This is for the purpose, he stated, of 
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expressing the independence of the party in 19) "should both old parties 

nominate internationalists and give us no choice, as they did in 1940." 

He mentioned in his speeches, and it also appears in his press release, that 

if either party nominates a good substantial, real American devoted to the 

independent destiny of America, then the new party can dissolve, because. 

a if the old perties remain true to the traditions of the people, there is no 
Cees need for the America First Farty; with this proviso, es mentioned by hin, 

Le "But, if the bureaucratic Fascists and the New Deal Communists keep control 
i of the Democratic Party and the Republican Party goes Willkie or takes a 

- do-nothing attic-da, then we shail strike." 





Further, in his press release he makes this statement, which is also one of 

the subjects of his speech, “We wish that all Americans could concentrate on 
just one thing at this time--winning the war as soon as possible. But, 
inasmuch as our Vice President and the titular head of the Republican Party, 
Yiendell Willkie, and thousands of others in positions of great political 

power and prominence are working day and night to get us into some sort of 
world state, those of us who are still foolish enough to believe in the 
Declaration of Independence and the philosophy of George Washington con- 
cerning foreign entenglements feel that the time has come for us to devise 

an instrument to be used in the expression of our will concerning these 
matters." The following additional issues are to be emphasized in the near 
future, according to SMITH, in addition to his slogan of “America First in 

War and Peace:" “Support of a thorough investigation of Lend-Lease activities, 
putting the interests of the service men ahead of money squandering schemes 
now being hatched by those who would scatter our wealth all over the world 
after the war. Opposition to all tendencies toward bureaucratic Fascism. 

He, Support for all patriotic labor movements which are kept in the hands of 








on patriotic American leadership. Opposition to any relaxation of the immi- 
: ae gration laws after the war. Support of a protective tariff so that the 


American worker can be guarenteed protection against slave labor competition, 
Support of the American farm bloc in Congress now attempting to save the : 
American farmer." 


SYITH'S audience was enthusiastic but orderly, and there appeared to be no 
opposition present, the only opposition appearing in the form of newspaper 
articles to the effect that the Labor Coordinating Committee of the Minnea- 
polis Defense Council had requested that this meeting held by SMITH be 
banned. ‘here was no admission charge made. A donation was taken up and 
subscriptions were taken to the magazine published by SMITH known as "The 
Cross and the Flag." 
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The St. Paul.meeting, which was held on the morning of January 17, 193, 

at the Junior Pioneer Hall, was covered by members of the Internal Security 
Squad of the St. Paul Police Department. It appears that a committee was 
appointed and partially attended the meeting, at which, from the report. 
SMITH mede similar statements to those in the Minneapolis meeting, and the 
general opinion of those who so attended was that there were no subversive 
or un-American statements made by SMITH. 
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~ - REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF CRIGIN - - 
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The St. Paul meeting, which was held on the morning of January 17, 1943, 

at the Junior Prioneer Hall, was covered by members of the Internal Security 
Squad of the St, Paul Police Department. From the report submitted by the 
Saint Peul Police Department, Smith apparently made sinilar aveveneae to 
those he made at the Minneapolis meeting. 
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- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN -- 





. 
¢ : . A Mr. E. A. Tamm__ 
a a a Mr. Clegg 
Federal Bureau of Investigati. Mr. Glavin 
i . P Mr. Ladd 
United States Bepartment of Justice Mie, Nickola 
Washington, B. C. Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Tracy 
Mr. Carson 
January 15, 1943 Mr. Coffey 
Mr. Hendon 
: Mr. Kramer 
MEMORANDUM FOR wp, LADD Mr. McGuire 
| Mr. Harbo 
Ke’ . Mr. Quinn Tamm__ 
; ; Tele. Room 
Mr. Nease 
Migs Beahm 
On January 14th I talked to Kr. James Rowe at M 
length about the memorandum addressed to the Bureau under 
date of December °3, 1942, by Mr. L. M. C. Smith, requesting 
additional investigation of the Gerald Le. KSmith case. I 
pointed out to Mr. Rowe that we have over a pertod of several 
years recetved a great variety of requests for tnvestigation 
of Gerald Le. Ke Smith from both the Criminal Dtutsion and Mr. Le 
-Me Ce Smith's Unit. Ur. Rowe was informed that there has been no 
studted pattern of requests and that consequently we have conducted 
an unending variety of miscellaneous tnquirtes, none of which seemed 
to have any direct or predetermined course of actton or policy behind 
: them. I pointed out to Mr. Rowe that Mr. Rhett of his staff was 
presently reviewing this case and I suggested to him that pending 
Rhett's review of all the matertal, evaluation concerning Smith 
and his recommendation as to what further action te necessary, the 
‘Bureau disregard the current request from Mr. Le. Me C. Smith. Mr. 
Rowe concurred and stated that we should hold further investigation 
of Gerald L. KX. Smith in abeyance pending a definite recommendatton 
from ¥r. Rhett as to what further action should be taken. 
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Very yours, 


ALL INFORMATICS CONTAINED 
—HEREALIS GNLASSIFIED 
BATE hfe BY eae 







Edw, “Ae Tamm 

















| Director 
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Federal Surean of Investigation i 
United States Department of Justice — of Bie 


Washington, DB. 


Detroit - Michigan 
February 8, 1943 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation ete 
Washington, D. C. . Be nN races 


4 
* GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH with aliases A; 
et al 
INTERNAL SECURITY = G * a 
CUSTODIAL DETENTION; SEDITION 


Dear Sirs 
Please be persed ae the following additional information has been 


received from whose identity is known to the bh? D 
Bureau: 


\ 
SMITH has been iia By WINROD of Wichita, 

Kansas, principally through of Pontiac, Michigan, as 

an intermediary. While Sif was on his recent tour, rsx ved & | IC 
letter from WINROD which Worcs to SMITH'S office = ir ex- 

pressed his opinion that the content of the letter was so importan % it 

would require SHITH to go aaa! from Minneapolis, Minnesota direct to 
Washington, De Ce 














4 


BERN ‘OMAN, SMITH'S manager, in discussing SMITH'S meeting of 
January 24, 1943, said that when STH mentioned LINDBERGH'S name the audience 
stood up and cheered. Informant stated that SMITH was considerably disturbed 
over the adverse publicity he received to the effect that the F.B. I, was 
going to stop his rally in Minneapolis, Minne sot ANC Cy ‘1 


: SMITH has been contacting a Mr.-STADSKLEV TT who has been 
assisting SMITH in organizing AMERICA FIRST PARTY Rallies in Minneapolis and 
Saint Paul, Minnesota. SMITH also plans to tour Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, 
and Iowa in his organization of the AMERICA FIRST PARTY. 








| : Pay 
that GERALDOSUITH de being assisted >y 
in his work in Chicago, Illinois. Of course,’; 
of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Chicago, x bx 
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Letter to the Director Rez GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH 
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AMERICA FIRST PARTY and is scheduled to speak at the next AMERICA 
FIRST PARTY Rally in Detroit, Michigan on February 7, 1943. 


SMITH was anxious to obtain a statement which he believed Senator 
HUEY LONG had inserted in the Congressional Record between July 10 and 
July 30, 1935, predicting his own assassination, but SMITH has been unable 
to locate any such statement in the Congressional Record despite searches 
made by many of his friends. 


| ormant advised that SMITH is actively corresponding with 
of Cleveland, Ohio, leader of the-Mothers of Aserica,and 
w th 


f American Women Against Communism of New York City, New 
York. 4s assisting SMITH in making preparations for rallies to 
be held at Cleveland, Ohio and vicinity. 










Informant has also suggested that possible intermediaries between 


GERALD SMITH and INROD are rend E. JXROLLINGY of Detroit, Michigan | 

_—98€9 

ay Informant stated that GERALD SMITH is still being contacted b 

ee fee] employee, Ford Motor Com Service Department, and that has 

eat recently advised SKOTH a rT 4s trying to sell a story to P.Me 

en Magazine relative to the interference war duction at the Ford Motor 

es Company. SITH agreed with chat a dangerous individual 
because he was so unscrupulous. H commented that he had a letter from 


i the Anti-Defamation League to the effect that that league did not follow the 
ee policies of the Anti-Nazi League of New York City, New York. 




















a 

ws advised SLOTH that there would be a large Lenin Forum meeting 
~ in Detroit, an on Janua 943 with JAMES W.°FORD and ROY-HUDSON, 
leading Communists, speaking. then advised SUIITH that he had not heard 
a word “about the Solomon business." Informart pointed out that was 

no doubt referri vestigation of GERALD SMITH'S activities 
Special Agent of the Detroit Field Office. SMITH then 
informed mat he was presently being investigated income tax 


Pics ee ee be 1ng investigated for his LNVULE VaaA 
returns of the past six years. turned to the original subject of 













i their conversation and said that were both 
Jewish and they worked together y frequently goes to New 
ze York to see a Jew in New York City. 








Army. SMITH then aske ain questions abo he prosecution of 
TAT Brewre ee or te | le ee ll 4ng that La une @ 


Michigan State Senator STANLEY NGJAK Ior 1rauguiently aenying Unal neo Was & 
“Commnist when he was naturalized. SIOTH ‘soke am find out where 


stated he had no idea who vos ay contact with 
ce a: been inducte the United States 
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informant believed that SMITH was referring to 
of nt, Michigan) went in New York City when he m 
esked SIITH to save his anti~Semitic literature as 
is mking a collection of it. SMITH said he usually throws his anti~ 
c literature away and that he has never printed or said anything anti-. 
Semitic. SMITH told that he wrote to the Anti~Defamation League and 
told them to get some realistic leaders and that they might get some place 
if they would be concerned about other people besides only Jews. 
















SMITH commented that the statement made by Jews that they will 
exterminate the entire German race was bad be only served to strengthen 
the German morale. SIATH asked of the Detroit Police 
Department was still friendly wi answered that 
he hed not seen either of them for a long time because he does not trust 
either of them. 















While Reverend was in Detroit, SMITH contacted him 
frequently and advise d spoken to WINRG and WINROD was 
sending things through to him. advised that he spoke to WINROD about 
SMITH'S sacrifices and troubles an TROD had commented that he did not 
know how to thank SMITH. said that WINROD acknowledged that he would 
not have ‘gotten to first base" if it had not been for SLOTH. SMITH said 
that any good Christian man would have done the seme thing for anyone who was 
being libeled. Everyone was supporting the United States Government but 
SMITH did not want to see his friends persecuted by criminals. 

told SMITH that he found out that WINROD had failed 


to cover Se at Sioux City and had to call in and tell 
WINROD it would cost re for such conduct. 


intimated that he was 
being paid by WINROD. s also assisted SHI 













making contacts 
relative to the or f the CA FIRST PARTY. SMITH told 
a message for WINROD but a ly 
ssured SMITH that WINROD would 






mw had not delivered it to ° 
getting in touch with SMITH shortly. 


Informant said that another individual from Iowa had com to Detroit 
and was anxious to contact SMITH but informant was unable to ascertain the 
identity of the man from Iowa, 





On January 26, 1943 (RB commniceted with his friend from the 
West, who informant believed to be GERALD WINROD, and immediately made an 
appointment to meet SIOTH. assured SMITH that he had gotten over the 
point that SIITH wanted to é@. SMITH made sure that there would be no 
Bee and that anything that SMITH did would not cost him anything. 










told SMITH that there had been a serious labor dispute in Wichita, 
sas and that the man whom informant believed to be WINROD was appointed 
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Was optimistic 





had been ed by the ‘Milwaukee Journal" as having been responsible for 
to Milwaukee. SMITH asked her to contact 
wake: & @ rally under the name of the "Forum or the AMERICA FI 
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head of the arbitration board to straighten things out. SMITH suggested 
that he could furnish @ lawyer that would be suitable for the purpose, a _ 
lawyer who has taken unpopular causes and can be truste tly. (Infor- 
mant believed SMITH was referring to Attorney SMITH 
inouired of how WINROD felt about his case ndicated WINROD 
cause the Government was afraid to go shead on the indict- 
ment and had asked for a postponement but that the defendant's attorney was 
aggressive and would not consent too readily to a postponement, 
stated that WINROD was going to bring "the real issue" to the fron 
they know it. 


ae was in Detroit, Michigan and SMITH advised him to see 
the editor of the "Dearborn Independent" before he left the city. Informant 
expressed his belief that the "Dearborn Independent" was controlled by the 
Ford Motor Company. 









a hat 


fe and his manager, in discussing the magazine "The Cross and 
the Flag," stated that seven thousand issues of each magazine are distributed 
in practically every one of the forty-eight states and about one thousand 
magazines are distributed in the vicinity of Detroit, Michigen. 


Informant stated that : in contacts waukee, 
Wisconsin vere TD «0: a 
assumed the responsi y of making the arrangements for xt rally 


in Milwaukee in the name of the AMERICA FIRST PARTY. She complained that 

her organization had been treated very badly by the press and the Comminists 
had made so much trouble for them that many of the members were reluctant 

to attend. She told SITH that she did not have the miling list of the 
oldwAMERICA FIRST COMMITTEE. She regretted that the peace groups in which 
she was active had becomes very unpopular and were commonly termed copperheads. 









was a teacher at the 

ry carefully; in fact he was smeared in 
28 accused as being unfit to 

also said that she had to watch 
y the Government. She said that she 


She said that 
d had to watch step 
a local newspaper on January 2 
teach high school children. 
her step as her husband was employe 













PARTY" whichever she prefers. 


SMITH informed her TF of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars wes taking care of arrangements for the State of ution ak 


the AMERICA FIRST PARTY. SMITH said that people don't dare question | 
patriotism since he has the recommendation of - Governor of Illinois and the 


Senators. a ro = to contact notify SKITH of what 


-khe- . pr pI 
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Plans she had made. 


SMITH then contacted QED in Chicago, Illinois and 
asked him who were the leaders of the old AMERICA . a. in Milwaukee 








t the principal leaders were an 
also commented on the troubles that the ol CA 

T Co had in Milwaukee with the Communists who picketed their 
meetings and persecuted them, SMITH suggested that he and go up 
end speak in Milwaukee and that "if they throw a good riot would be good 
publicity." SMITH agreed to divide the collection with fifty-fifty. 






Informant advised that SMITH was having stationery printed for the 
ALERICA FIRST PARTY with the following inscription: ‘America First Party, 
GERALD L. K. SMITH, Director and Organizer; BERNARD A. DOMAN, Secretary- 
Treasurer" and at the bottom "For God and Country.* 


> SMITH is now using the following slogans, according to informant: 
a "America must remain independent. America first must feed, clothe, defend 
America first and four freedoms for America first. America first in war and 
ee peace. Run the Internationalists out of Washington. Americans must have a 
ee, choice in 1944. No fourth term, Meat and butter for Americans first. 
ee Billions for victory - not one penny for internationelist propaganda. Bring 
the boys home when the war is won. Order of loyalty - armed forces first, 
civilians second, Allies third and the rest of the world last.* 





i Informant stated that internal revenue agents are continuing to 
ee investigate SLOTH'S income tax returns for 1936 to 2942 inclusive. The 
ars principal controversies over SIOTH'S income have arisen out of the difficulty 
Bee in determining how much income was received at his various meetings inasmuch 
Nines as SMITH kept no record of the total amount. The agents have been using a 
method of counting the number of contribution envelopes received at the 


meetings \ g an average contribution, In the course of the investi- 
gation has often been questioned from tim to time concerning tac 
~ SMITH! 3 always pleaded ignorance concerning specific 


receipts. 


4 aided in the planning by Sijgee 
Pennsylvania . 
ay, according to the present plans. 


, SMITH finally located the speech of HUEY LONG in the Congressional 
Record under date of August 9, 1935, but SMITH commented to a friend, 
whose last name informant thought wes that there was a lot of s 

in HUEY'LQNG'S speech that SMITH woul are print at the present tim. 
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SMITH appraised HUEY LONG as the "greatest thing in the world" and he said 
that there is hardly ze away that he does not weep about his passing. 





SEITH also commented t that the fundamental reason for the rationing 
of food and other essen commodities was to enable the administration to 
whip the people into line or else starve them to death. 


aes an internal revenue agent, advised MOTH that his 
deposits in 1941 exceeded his day book balance by about thirteen thousend 
dollars, SMITY insisted that his only source of revenue in 1941 was through 
the mail and by contributions collected st meetings. He insisted there was 
no special subsidy of any kind. asked SMITH for the gross 
receipts on SMITH'S Olympia meet and SMITH gave him the total of 
$2621.68. SMITH explained that he did not keep public records because he 
was afraid of the opposition and the newspapers since he indulged in so many 
controversial issues. indicated thet the excesses which were 
found for 1941 would be charged to SMITH and that there was also a slight 
excess in 1940. SMITH explained that the excess in 1941 could be covered 
by his traveling expenses and this excess was entirely consumed by the salary 
of a secretary and a bodyguard at all metings. 


SHOITH had an extended conversetion vith was 
a: of the result of IEE interview by internal revenue 



















advised b 
agents. said that he advise ernal revenue agents that the 
only thing he wwas that SNITH was always in want of money. There were 
no contributions that were in any way secret but aid he was not 
going to put himself in a position of guessing at names in order to follow 
some political prosecution of good ‘people. said he told the agents 
that if someone were to go toa radio stati pay for a morith's radio 
time for SMITH he might know who did it but he was not going to embarrass 
anybody by ma any inquiry. said he was asked if he had ever met 
and admitted t had and that as far as he knew those 
me arranged to furnish radio tims. Other people usually paid for radio 
time given to SMITH in other cities. 


The internal revenue agents then asked about SED onc 
aid he replied tha but he not know what his 

































co sions been. $a se questions made it clear to him 
that ha ving information to the internal revenue 
agents agains H 80 dvised the internal revenue agents to investi- 







gate the career of blac nd bribery that was before they 
should take too serious nformation given by < a sic 
he told the agents that a takes money from s10e8 would do 
anything for money. 


said thet the agents then asked him about incom to SMITH 
from f Ford Motor Company, ani ii 


WA 
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answered that did not confide in him although he expected that 
 arprn ie been a : “Se certain groups. SMITH commented at 
nis point that thought he had a good secret becau Ww 
once in SHITH'S room when Sif talked by telephone to 

said that the revenue agents then asked him about SIUT m? in New York 


and replied that he did not know anything about it. They also asked 
him about Toledo and made a similar reply. 















commented that he euspected that the revenue agents had 
obtained statements from several people in New York from the way they talked. 
wa:::: had meade a statement. SMITH said he told the revenue 
agents that had been associated in New York with him and apparently 
iven m the names of all those fellows who had worked for 
next related that the revenue agents asked him if he knew 
about the corporation in New York or Delaware and answered that he 
did not know anything about them and did not have utes but that he 
had called the attorney for the corporation who had gone into the a and 

the attorney's stenographer said that the records were not there. 

said that he thought the records were sold in New York City by 


- SMITH commented that they should ask aa t 
records. SMITH said thet he was asked by the revenve agents how ae 
and got along and SIITH told he said is a man of good 
character and does not go around with grudges on his e stated 

that had the opinion that SIOTH had received a vast amount 
of mo n said that he ha r seen it. SMITHfagreed that 
had seen more n anyone had and agreed with this. 8a a 

he told revenue agents that he did not think SMITH had mech money because he 
was always being sued by his printers and was always in financial straits. 

. SMITH advised confidential informant that Congressman ice acral 
of Michigan was attempting to have WALTER WINCHELL court-martialed and dis- 
honorably discharged from the United States for saying that he did not blam 
certain members of Congress but he did blame “the damn fools who elected 


them." HOFFMAN had been previously named by WINC in t radio broed- 
cast of Sunday, January 31, 1943. SMITH asked former 
leader of AMERICA FIRST COMMITTEE in Detroit, Michigan, she wanted to be 


openly identified with the AMERICA FIRST PARTY and she said that she would 
rather not be until her second boy gets solved. Informant 
believed was referring to second oldest son getting 
his draft statls d satisfactorily. 


The internal revenue agents have been examining HERNARD DOMAN, 
SUITH'S manager, asking him specific questions about income and deductions, 
about Social Security, but DOMAN has been following SMITH'S orders by refusing 





















He 

















































-7- 














att - i) 
i Ane 


Letter to the Director Rez GERALD LYMAN KENNETH QUT 

February 8, 1943 with aliases et al | 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
CUSTODIAL DETENTION; SEDITION 


to answer any ouestions unless SMITH was present, 


SMITH explained to CED «>: he had been operating on a 
hand=to-mouth basis except for a few months when isolationist feeling was 
running high. SMITH said he was anxious to have the revenue agents! report 
indicate that SLOTH'S income waa from the rank and file of American people 
rether than from any mysterious source such as his enemies allege. SIOTH 
also explained to the revenue agents that he never wanted his deposits to 
run above a certain amount for fear that if the balence got too large his bie 
various creditors would attach his bank accounts. DOMAN revealed to SMITH 
that the internal revenue agents had said that they had received many 
accusations against SiITH. : commented that there were many people who 
might accuse him such as enuinenaner Jews, anyone that read he was making 
five thousand dollars a week, or anyone else that hated him. 


SMITH is planning to hold a meeting in Detroit, Michigan on 
February 7, 1943 and he plans to publicly endorse the conduct and public 
statements of Colonel EDDIE"RICKENBACKER. The sigas that will be displayed 
at this meeting will read: "RICKENBACKER okay witFMAMERICA FIRST PARTY. 
God bless RICKENBACKER. America needs mre RICKENSACKERS." SMITH has 
announced that the meeting will be dedicated to the spirit of EDDIEZ RICKEN- 
BACKER although RICKENBACKER himself has nothing to do with the meeting. 
In commenting on a release in P.M. Magazine that SLOTH was going to boost 
RICKENBACKER for President in 1944, SMITH denied the truth of this press 
release but explained that he resented the criticism that had been brought 
against RICKENBACKER and he thought. that RICKENBACKER was a high type of 
American who would make a good President if he would run. STH has 
repeatedly answered inquiries by saying that the rally is not intended to 
be a rally for RICKENBACKER for President but SMITH has admitted in each 
instance that his private opinion is that RICKENBACKER would make a good 
President. 


Informant revealed that Time Magazine will be covering SLOTH'S 
meeting of February 7, 1943 as the basis of an article concerning the AMERICA 
FIRST PARTY. 


On February 5, 1943 GERALD SMITH was contacted by an individual 
from Wichita, Kansas, whom informant thought he recognized as GERALD WINROD. 
WINROD acknowledged a report that SMITH had sent to him and S\OTH was 
interested in getting WINROD to encourage their mutual friends to spread the 
AMERICA FIRST PARTY in Kansas. WINROD then advised SMITH that he had heard 
that the attorney (probably referring to JOHN POWERYMALONEY) had proposed to 
drop the case (no doubt referring to the indictment’ of WINROD and thirty- 
two others as conspirators in violating the Sedition Act}. WINROD commented 
that since the people in Washington had gotten cold feet this would seem to 
be the opportune moment for aggressive action. SMITH answered that he had 
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Letter to the Director Re: GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH 
February 8, 1943 . with aliases et al 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
CUSTODIAL DETENTION; SEDITION 


been working on en unspecified project for the last ten days. WINROD said 
that the Congressman from this district had promised to support SMITH if 
SMITH would go to Washington and supply information to BURTON K. WHEELER 
and Senator TAFT for the investigetion of JOHN POVER MALONEY and the indict- 
ment of thirty-three persons. WINROD said that the congressman insisted 


that SMITH and no one else should come to Washington immediately. 





SMITH answered that nothing more effective could be done than was 
already being done and thet it wes moving just as rapidly as possible. 
WINROD said that he feels very good about the case at the present time and 
only this one last operation was necessary to break their necks. WINROD 
requested SLOTH to write to him in care of General Delivery. WINRQD and 
SMITH then discussed their friends in Saint Paul and Minneapolis, Minnesota 
and SMITH said thet they were giving him fine cooperation. SMITH informed 
WINROD that the AMERICA FIRST PARTY was making rapid progress and that he 


ap was scheduled to speak in Pittsburgh, Cleveland, Toledo, Fort Wayne and 
a Milwaukee. He indicated that he would like WINROD'S support in setting up 
sn a meeting in Kansas City. 


ery WITH made it clear that if anyone wanted to help, SMITH would 
Saad bear the entire cost. SMITH added that he had good news which he would not 
communicate to WINROD except at some other time and place. 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Subject SMITH addressed meeting of Citizens 
U.S.A. Committee at 205 Wacker Drive, Chicago, 
on January 15, 1943. Substance of speech and 
description of audience set oute 





RUC. 


b1i~ 
REFERENCE: Report of Special Agent 
Detroit, Michigan, dated December ll, 1942, 


Teletype from Detroit dated January 20, 19435. 





DETAILS: AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS: 








The following investigation is predicated upon reference 
teletype from Detroit Field Division advising thet subject made a speech at 


Chicago, Illinois, on January Vv B e 
predicated upon the reports of 
who attended instant meeting, and reported same to the Chicago Office. 











“sat the Engineers Auditorium, 205 Wacker Drive, and that approximately five 
' hundred people were in attendance. stated that women and | 
elderly couples predominated in the audience, | ing apparel { 
of the guests ranged from rage to mink coats. ‘ee... that 
; on the platform with subject there were also Captain WILLIAMPGRACE and 
EAPLYSOUTHERN of thesCitizens U.S.A. Committee, who sponsored instant 


meeting, and Keverend*BRODT, who delivered the invocation and benediction, 
subject's wife, MRS;.SMITH. _ . 
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Chicago File No, 100-7744 


For the information of the Detroit Field Division, the files of 
the Chicago Field Office reflect that the Citizens U.S.A. Committee was a pre-wer 
isolationist organization, advocating that the United States stay out of the wer, 
that the Jmited States have nothing to do with the British Empire, and since the 
war has represented itself to be a purely political organization, campaigning 
for the ellection of Republican isolationist Senators end Congressmen from 
Illinois. The files of the Chicago Field Office further reflect thet Captain 
WILLIAM GRACE and EARL SOUTHERN are strong? ti-British and were both called 
before the Federal Grand Jury investigating se. cious aativities in the Chicago 
area, The files of the Chicago “ield Office also reflect aes ape BRODT 
is the head of thetWorth Side, om<tincolm Park Chapter of theNdmerica First 
Committee, an independent organization, which broke off from the Anerica First 
Committee at the time the United States declared war on Japan and Germany, and 
which has continued fits.meétings, advocating a negotiated peace, the election 
of isolationist Senators end Congressmen, and strongly opposes any cooperation 
between the United States and the British Government, or any Jewish activities 
in the United States. 


stated that instant meeting of the Citizens U.S.A. 
Committee was callea to order at 5:30 Pei. by Captain GRACE, neverend BxULT 
openec witr. a prayer, after which the audience seng the Star Spangled banner 
without musical accompeniment. According to CD «2: GRACE 
stated th-t there were many strence faces in the audience and that "there b 
are men end women here tonijht who are not in sympathy with our movement, 
Anything that I say or the speakers say will be misconstrued by theme That 
will explain to you ladies and gentlemen why I went up and down the isles 
scanning tne faces thet are here. ife are all Americans here and thers is no 
room here tonight or any other time for anyone whose sympathies lie other than 
in America, Anyone present tonight who professes those sympathies -=- get out nows 





According to ay: SOUTHEHN then introduced subject 
as, "the most damaginrs and damned speaker alive today.” Subject then introduced 
himself and traced his early life and career, his marriage, and introduced his 
wife, wno was on the platform. He further advised that he hag become a crusader 
when he saw the gross injustice being done to many of the people in the United 
States. He stated that people have accused him of being a crackpot and a 
lunatic. He stated that we are living in a decadent bureaucratic democratic 
world, and thet if President ROOSEVELT would have silowed us to send missionaries 
to Japan instead of boat-loads of scrap which are now being shot into the bowels 
of our beloved boys in the Pacific, there would not have been any war today. 
According to this informant subject stated, "I, for one, am just as anxious to 
see a successful conclusion of this war, but I hereby accuse, not my Commander 
in Chief FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, but WH. FRANKLIN Lb, ROOSEVELT the politician, 
of playins politics before Pearl Harbor and after Pearl Harbor, and at this very 
moment is still playing politics," 
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Subject further stated that Yournalism hes sunk to a new low of 
prostitution when we have to get our news from Washington through two men, 
one DREY PEARSON, who in the middle of an important announcement is interrupted 
oy a commercial extolling the virtues of Ex~Lax, The other one, Lieutenant 
Commander “WALTER WINCHELL, who is a skunk, a loudmouth, degenerate, louse, 
character assassin, and a disgrace to his uniform, and who incidently gets 
paid 35,000 a week for this five minute broadcast." 


ee «::-: that subject requested the 
audience not to applau Th er each sentence, but only to applaud when 
directed, and that subject further stated that he has no fear of any heckling 
as he can handle that himself. Subject stated that at a meeting held in the 
Press Club in fasnington, D. C., presided over by Vice-President WALLACE, 
WALLACE stated, "If kussix keeps up the gaina that she has made in the past 
twent ars for the next twenty ysars she will surpass the United States," 
Ca ==: that following this statement subject said, "I move that we 
impeac ce-rresident WALLACE." Subject further stated that if it is feasible 
his organization will make it possible for a great American like CLARLSS A. 


LINDBERG or BURTON K. WHEELER to run for President of the United States in 
the next ellection. 


According tof 222+: 00 was made of the Constitution, 
the Preamble to the Constitution, and to the Judicial and Legislative depart- 
ments of the Government; and that subject quoted the British Lend-Lease 
Administrator in Nashinston, D.o. who allegedly said, "No records are being 
kept of the number of pounds that we owe the United States.” Subject stated that 
President ROCSEVELT is now making plans for a fourth term and that even if he, 
subject, is put in a concentration camp and tortured, he will still shout out 
to the world what he knows about the Comnunists. 


Subject said that as far as the liepublican Party is concerned 
men of the caliber of LAMONT, MOXGAN, and WILLKIE are not wanted. Sutject said 
trey committed political treason once in Philadelphia, and we are not going to 
give them another chance.” Subject said he once promised to tell the audience 
the real reason for HUEY LONG'S assassination but that he didn't have the time 
that night but would continue to write a series of articles about it in his 
magazine. Subject said that he is continuing hie travels, lecturing as he goes, 
trying to formulate a new third party consisting of thorough Americans, among 
whom will be no "yellow belly Republican", no WILLKIES, or no New Deal Democrats, 
and that if the audience there that night saw fit to choose him as the head of 
the party, he would consider it an honor, 


Subject further stated that the resources end supplies of the 
Jnited states should be distributed as follows: 
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1. The fighting forces. 
2. The American people. 
3. Our ailies. 

4. The rest of the world, 


Following subject's speech the audience sang a song entitled 
"Nin the War and Save the Constitution” to the tune of Praise the Lord and 
Pass the Ammunition” and Captain GRACE concluded the meeting at approximately 
11:10 P.M. with a discussion of the Chicago Mayoralty campaign, advocating the 
ellection of the Republicen candidate FAHERTY, and suggesting that the audience 
might start a "write-in campaign" with GRACE as a "dark horse" candidate. 






GE naviced that the audience was spellbound by subject's 
talk and that subject appears to be a reincarnation of HUEY LONG, having the 


unprecedented ability of speaking te a mass of people, 


et making each one 
feel he is speaking to him individually, According +o as subject 
even instructs the audience when and how long to applaud. 












pproximately two women to one man there, 


ae: that the officers and most of the members of "We the Mothers 
fs) ze for America,, Inc,” attended tne mseting and that at least a dozen 


or so of the members of this organization were present. For ths information 
of the Detroit Office 


a ::.:-: chet CD. formerly associeted 
with RALPEYO SEND, convicted of being a J&épanese Agent, ‘Was present at the 


meeting, a5 was the Reverend H. L.*B:O0DT, who has spoken eguently before 


various "defeatist" organizetions in Chicago. 










aaa (teins copies of literature 
distributed at instant meeting which consisted of the following: 


2. <A pamphiet entitled "What's Cookin', What is the 
Truth About kationing Sugar, Rubber and Gas," 


2. <A pamphlet entitled "The Fifth Column in Washington$ 
Un-Americans on the Government Payroll." 


Chicago File No, 100©7744 





Se <A pamphlet advertising subscription to "The Cross and the 


F la Ee ” 
4. A three page mimeographed document which purports to be 
=) ® press release written by subject SMITH covering 
See instant meetings 
At ye. 
“aha. 


These four documents are being forwarded to the Detroit Field 
Division for appropriate attention. 


ENCLOSURE: To Detroit - Four pamphlets listed in the above report which 
, were distributed at the instent meeting, reported 
herein, 


REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 
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MEMORANDUM POR THE ASSISTANT TO THE ATTORNEY GXNERAL 
S POW, JR 





Attention: Mr. C. B. Ehotts 


RE: GARALD L. K. SMITH 
fH COMMITEES OF ONE MILLION 
IFTERNAL SECURITY 
S=DITION 


As a matter of information, I wish to advise you that 
a copy of a further report received in eonnection with the ip- 


ti of this case and submitted by Special Agent bg 
dated February 12, 1943, st Chicago, Tllinois, was 
Tanenitted to the Division of Records under date of Februsry 26, 


1943, 






Very truly yours, 


John Bdgar Hoover 
Mhirector 


Yolsua 
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FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 
om Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more cof the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


ba Deleted under exemption(s) ee, swith nto Segregable 
material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


[7] Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) : _ = 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 
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——.- Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies),; 0.0 
as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


{_] For your information: 
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Federal Bureau of Investigatian 
Hinited States Department of Justice 


1308 Masonic Temple Building 
New Orleans, Louisiana 
February 18, 1943 


Director, FBI 


RE: GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, Was., 
Gerald L. K./ Smith, Gerald L. K. 
1 Schmidt; THESCOMML TT EE OF ONE MILLION; ; 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G, CUSTODIAL 
DETENTION, SEDITION. 


Dear Sir: Attention: Technical Laboratory 


There is being forwarded under separate cover Spr 
roll of exposed film in the above-entitled b 
of photographs taken of a report of one gtr all 
report consists of forty-seven typewritten ° 

It is requested that said film be developed and that | | 


two positive prints of said report, together with the developed | 
negatives, be forwarded to the Detroit Field Division. 






Very truly yours, 


Lik Gives 


R. A. GUERIN 
Special Agent in Charge 
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uedeet ig Dex cometh sarc, was ALL INEQEM ATION CONTAINE 
Gerald L. *. Smith, Gerald L. xk. reir 


Schmidt; TH CommtiT kor one HEDFIN (5 GOL ASSiFiEd 





eRe TNO as MILIIONs INTENSE S CmITTYes 

Mro BA. Tams OMT OIL DLPLNTIGA, EDSITICE DATE joi fer BY s2e67y, 
Mr. Clegg 2 a 

Mr. Giavin 

Mr. Ladd Reference ia cede ‘9 your letter to the burecu 

Mr. Niebels_ sss dated February 1é, 1943, trensmitting one roll of film 

Mr Rosen ss Gontaining exposures of the above-named cese. 

Mr. Traey | Ue ie ere 

Mr. Carson In acco : NE BEGUN, tro enlarced 

Mr. Coffey photogr: »hie prin S pus pick e negetives 

Mr. Hendon _ ore being returne page vari parate registered 
Mr Kramer _ cover, ay td! } 

Mr. McGuire __ Hw FRR! a P.M. ; 7 

Mr. Quino Tamgmyrp sy ye JAAY sf ee ae . 
Mr. Nease’ - hen bo des Es B..AEAL OF INVESTIGALOR / A ard h 
Miss Gandy a ea Us Se Depew iMeal OF L(A ee (/ “ 





JPHa:elc: wm] 
2/16/43 va 
a LO0~-2bh 9. 





ke | Attention: Mr. C. E. Mhette 


RE Le. ¢ @ Seren 
TeA COMMITTED OF one MILLION; 
INTERMAL SRUURIPY; SEDITION. 


In sonnestion with yuur further eonaideration of the 
activities of this subj vite your attention to the 
, Teport of Special agent submitted st uenver, 
on Januar. 19, 1943, Captioned, 
ete) Security - 0) Custodlal S 
, wae trangitted to the Uivision ef kecords under date of 
se a. 16 13K. — 98 late reference to the case entitled, 
f NRE an <_og CRmes sec. ae Internal Security = G3; Sedition", 


Tou mote that throughout Special ‘con 


re ort varlous erences are made % ject Suith and hie oorr- 
tacts with Harvey Koringer end Sera! Ynred of Wichite, “eneas. 


_ 2 er, truly yours, 
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in connection with the bye 
at Detroit, 
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Reference is made to the report su 
" “@bove-ontitled matter by Special Agent 
yg), iehigan, on January 25, 1943. 


ei qr 









my 





-- $ The Buréaa is perticulerly interested \ta-the-investige eal 
Y tht cast and, aecordingly;) ithe {leads set forth in"Special Agent 
cee “report fpr’ the. various jauxili offices should be handled as expe 
ia sae ” a6 possible. : i ea 
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Date: ruary 18, 1943 


— SAC, Dstroit 


Prom: J. Edgar Hocver - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
















oie Subject: GERALD L. KS SMITH 
me eS THE COMITTEF. OF ONE MILLION 
eee INTFRNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION 
a Reference is made to the Bureau's letter of January 18, 1943, 
fg wherein you were requested to contact appropriate officials of the Ford 
£ 7 Yotor Company at Detroit for the purpose of securing information as to 
oi “hae the details surroumdine the == ARERR me a Pa trip to Indianapolis 
. where he apparently, ela was conducting some type bt q¢ 
debsnaraed of investigation in Déall o mp & You were further 
pene requested to make general inquiry of Giirmes a Sa = _ Webl g his pi? 
Bee ae friends and associates wis order, to devern reer ies : 
ree that an inguiry be 
aeSs=ese—_—" 
ee If these inquiries have not alread: received attention, they 
) should be made at once in order that the results thereof may be made 
Nel known to the Bureau as soon ae possible. <, 2 oR i 
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"mene, 
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Attention: Wr. C. f. Rietts 


ae: O 

( Re: QER‘LD L. K. SKIT! 
THE COMZITYER OF ONE MILLION 
INTARWAL SECURITY 


For your informstion and consideration in connection with tis case, 
I wis:. to aviee that under date of February 17, 1943, copies of the following 
additional reports pertaining to the in-esti,ation of “cith were trens=itted 
a 5, Ww the Avision of Records: 





subritted at vilwaukee, 
‘Wisconsin, on Lecember 30, 1942, in the case entitled, "erald 

uae yo. Lyman Kenneth Suith, a/k/a Gerald 1. ©, Sniti., alias serold |. F. 
a ae .> Schmidt; The Committee of One tillion; Internal Securit;; Sedition". 


Pa ee pos Report of Special scoot aS cubritte: at etroit, 
a: nN bicidvan, on January 25, 1743, in the case entitled, "Jerald Ljnen 
aes Kennet: Scith, wit: aliases verald L. *, Smith, Gerald L. *. Schmidt; 


The Camaittee of One Millions Internal Security ~ G; Custoilal 
Detentions; Sedition®. {A copy of the ecexber, 1942, tesue of 


ne ¢ " 
2? ue Report of Special agent 
aN ? NS J 





ag nn *Tne Croas and the ", nentioned ae an enclosure on pave nine 
fs ue ree Special Agent report, was attached te tre cop; of 
, Mr B.A. Tamm ngs peport fo e Division of Records. ) 
“@ Mr. Clegg 
Mr. Coffey__Rezort of Special Agen submitted at Saint Paul, ; 


Mr. Glavin___}innesota, on Februsry 1, 1943, in the case entitle, "Gerald j 

Mr. Ladd___ss. yan Kenneth Smith, was; The Coanittee of One Million; Internal - ae 

Mr. Nichols__ Seourlty = Gs Custodial Detentions Sedition". 9 a = 1 eens ems s a 
(REET MS > t —~ Gt 





Mr. Rosen a. 
Mr. Tracy ___ss TT fynther wish Call your attention to partions of s redio ch - 
Mr. Car@@lle b cei thet inet fe oetaul ah, 1922, in wiloh Smith afated Mah be hed 
Mr. Har¥d0loted the national tirty<five Giles per hour speed regulotion; [YH enre Alle |, 
7 Mr. Hen@@anection Scith observed that eevera) days before he had drives frar tietruit eS 
v Mr. MeGuire © Kalanasod,! WidhSy igi? add during portions of the trip had attained ae 
Mr. Mumford Speeds of from forty to sixty piles per hour, iia etdted thit he did ~~ 
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SESS Gt ewe ee e¢ «= ew “Tew y wee - i ©@ 


« The Asstetant te the Attorney General 


Ba this in order t dramatize to his friends and other people of america the 
ae wneoundness of “many of cur bureaucratic rules". A description of Saith's 


rezarks ic. this regard ie set ferth on « twenty-ei of the re, ort 
mimitted in tis case b, Special Agent at etuit, bx 
was 







ego michigan, on Leaoeber 11, 1942, a cop; of = available tu the 
Gece Mivision ef Heoords water date of December 14, 1942. 

Y sholl appreciate your advising me wether Saith'’s adzi tted 
Violation of the natiorel epeed regulation pertaining to wehiculear tra:e) 
ae ani hie public coments in connection theresith, partiqularl, during his 
a Fadio adres: of votober 24, 1942, asy be considered as violative of any — 


Federal statate within the investigative jurisdiotion of this Bureau. 


Very truly yours, 


Johan Fdager Hoover 
:ipeotor 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 
Ly 


Deleted under exemption(s) with no segregable 


material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 


Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following goverment agency(ies) yee 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies}; —... SE 
as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 








For your information: 


The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


-4¥ 33/ X - 0 


§ DELETED PAGE(S) x 
¥ NO DUPLICATION FEE ¥ 
__ FOR THIS PAGE X 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


_".. Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more cf the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


{J Deleted under exemption(s) __ CC‘ CWith nto segregable 
material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 


Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


mM Document(s) pie seeks with the following government agency(ies) “PBpT OF Te _ 


, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


—__—_. Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 
oss the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


—_—._—sC Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


[_] For your infomation: 
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. CITIZENS? U.S.A. COMMITTING 
= CITIES'S! COncITIE: TO Kai-P 

ae AMSRICA QT OF 3.48 
IK’ ANAL SYCUNITYy S2UITI“ 


Fer the information of your office end the Chicaco 
Of{ice, there are enclosed eo;les of & report pertaining to 
tie above nimed subject whieh wes rec:ived under dete of 
January 19, 1943, from the Wilitery Intellirence Service at 
Kaatiingtoa:., Lie Ce 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVES1IGATION 


Form No. 1 
THIS CASE ORIGINATEDAT DETROIT, MICHIGAN rieno. lLOO-4754 
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DATE WHEN MADE 








a pie, Sina yar a. 

a Indienepolis, Indiana | 2/18/43 2/1,2/43 “ame 

) aie - F CHARACTER OF CARE oo 
GEPALD LYMAN KENNETS SMITH, with eliases: INTERNAL SECURITY - G bi 


CUSTODIAL DETENTION =} 


STAT Mt Ow 
| wo Dd Lk At 


an Gerald L. K{*‘Smith; Gerald L. K@Schnidt; 
; te ree COM BE OF ONE NILLION 








¢ i a Subject not known to have held meating in 
Fort Weyne, Indiana, about 1/18/42 and not 
believed to now be active in rallyirg sup- 
port for an independent party in thie vicinity. 
| Review oMSilver Shirt files in Indianapolis 
i Office does not indicate present whereabouts 
_ of H. Ee MARTIN, who, some years aco, was exe~ 


| ve cutive directcr of that Organization. Tele- | 

































type message scnt Charlotte FD to contact 
= &> ia Confidential Informant. >) 
ge “eee vt v- 
—= y Ce. 
Reference: = m3 a 
“IS Oy = Revert of Special Arent eaaeece. saceeeeel 
= &3 j Gated Decenver 25, 1943, at Detroit, Michigan. 
yal 
& =i 
: Deteile: Se <> x bIM 
b= "> ‘ 
= = , ~ Tie following gation was conducted by 
<= ete ee i Svecisl Agent at Fort Wayne, Indie na: 
== I, Fort Wayne, Indiana — wee 
"i a") t Fort Wa us _ 
tad aug & Had 
i = _, = 2 - m af ee BB mk tee eee 4 Bnws Wf 
a “tay eS & review of the dally newspapers in wrt says, 
and Indiana, for the pertinent period reflectad 
ce are that the subject held no public meeting arouncl 
fe. ae Jenvary 1€, 1943. ~- : 
ne un 4 f st rae 
“FORWARDED. Se ec cnanal are? DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES % ‘ 
NS COPIES OF THIS REPORT a | | THOS 
EB Baresa ’ a ee. ee ee 
3 Detroit (1 USA, Detroit) & - 6 ee re L94.) ‘ | fs 
2 Charlotte é f is are eee : 
| 2 Indianapolis pene eee ae ah ag \~————— 
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adviged that the subject has not recently been 
in Fort Wayne, a was certain that he had made no attempt 


to golicit support from eny group in Port Weyne. 


At Inilaravolig, Indiana 


A cureory examination of the voluminous file in the Indianano- 
— lis Field Divielon of the Silver Shirt Lecton of Americs, Inc. by 


the writer failed tc disclose the present whereabouts of Mr. H. E. 
Ne 


es 4irTIN, who, several years ago, was executive director and otherwise 
ace connected with that Organization. 


ban 






» he was in- 
formed by or some other 99 
individual, : 3 not absolutely 
certein of this. The Inforzant 1s presently believed residing in the 
Cherlotte Ficld Divieion; accordingly, @ teletype message was forwarded 


to the Cherlotte Field Livision to contact the Informant in thie mtter. 





REFERHED UPoi. COMPLETION TO TH. OFFIC2 OF CRIGI¥ 


DEVEICPED LEADS 


oe THE CHAPLOTE FIELD DIVISION 
: ise i x st ‘ 
A‘ Cherlotte, North Caroline : 


Mill eorntact to 


zy deteriuine wnether 2. a. MARTIN ts living or dcrvesed, erd, if livire, 


will determine his present whercabouts. 
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REFZ°FED UFON SOMPLETION TC TEE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 
“Me 





to Informants mentioned inthe [7 


ees The followi a 
apettcs report of Special Agen dated February 18, 1943, at 
Indianapolis, Indiana, Indianapolis file 100-4754, in the matter en- 


titled, "GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, with aliases Gerald L. K. Smith, 










F Gerald L. K. Schmidt; THE OOMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION INTERNAL SECURITY - 
La G, CUSTODIAL DETENTION, SEDITION®: ) ; 
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3/9/43 


M™MORANDUM FOR MR. JAMES ROVE, JR. 
E ASSIST! E TNE 


ATTENTION: MR. C. E. RHETTS 


Ris GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH; 
THE COMITTEE OF ONE MILLION; 
INTERNAL S¥CURITY 
SEDITION 


Yor your information and further consideration in connection 
with ‘ees :- to advise that a copy of the report of Special bIw 
Agent dated February 18, 1943, at Indianapolis, subaitted 
in this >» wie transmitted to the Division of Records under date of 
March 9, 1943. 







Very truly yours, 


John Fdgar Hoover 
Director 


CC: Mr. Wendell Berge 


Asstetant attorney General - AL INFORMATION pOTHINED 
dt aba a ee 
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America First : 
Party Branch 





|| Organized Here|; . 
E 


‘|Gerald L. K. Smith Argues 


. 


, what hé térms “unadulterated iso- 
‘(new America First party here last 
‘{Hall, North Side. 


‘ttook up a collection and then 


t 


Vand speak again.” 


- 


‘ito return for another meeting to 
*|ralse their hands and say, “Aye.” 
‘ImMost of the 350 present shouted 
“Aye,” but there was @ lone dis- 
- senter. 


‘lauded Father Charles Coughlin,|y 


‘on the American political scene and 


ee 



















For 'Unadulterated 
Isolationism' 


tow tA oe 


Gerald %. K. Smith, exponent of 


*jJationism,” formed a branch of his 


fy te 


night during a meeting at Carnegie 
He spoke for an hour and a half, 


shouted: 
“I'll be glad to come back here 


me fete eee Fe 
4 
SI 


He asked all those wanting him 


Dissenter Shut Up 


He spoke up and sald “No” and 
then tried to speak but was quickly 
shut off by Mr. Smith who said he 
had paid the rental on the hail, 
adding “if you want to make a 
speech youll have to rent the hall 
yourself.” 

A disciple of the late Huey Long. 
Mr. Smith has been a stormy figure 


INFOORAT ON pant? dial 
FRERY 16 GRELASSI HED 
NTE von BY 


last night declared: 

“I am against a fourth term fo 
anybody.” 

He spoke here under the auspices 
of an organization known as the 
Defender of George Washington's 
Principles,” 


Sees Hungry America 
Among his chief points were}; 
claims that America would go hun-/; 
gTy next summer; that Vice Presi- 
dent Wallace should be impeached, 
and that the American people are 
about to lose their iiberty. 
He said that Congressman Mar- 
tin Dies is a “great man,” and 


Charles A. Lindberg and Senators; 
Wheeler and Nye. , G 
He described himself as being e 
“tough enough to take it," adding: |p 
“Somebody has to be tough orlt; 
we are, downed.” 
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March 10, 1943 


in. piv 
Leer ee Oy 


Your letter of February 24, 1943, with enclosure, BY a 
diracted to the Attorney Seneral, has been referred to this uw 
Bureau. 


You mey de aesured that the content of your conm- 
nication end enclosure has been carefully noted end is being 
afforded aporoprinte consideretion by this Bureau. 


In the event you secure amy acditionel informotion 
which you believe to be of interest to this Bureau, I trust 
you will feel free to communicate directly with the Special 
Agent in Charge of our Pittsburgh Field Diviston which is 
locatec st 629 New Federal Suilding, Pittsdurgh, Pennaylvanis. 


.~ 


ee BY 


Sincerely yours, 


' Woun Ydgar Hoover 
i Director 
. Telson 
eel ‘a ALL INEQQMATION CONTAINED 
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is Ban ase Form No. 1 - 
ee THis caseoricinatepar DETROIT, tICHIGAN rice No. LOO=$4156 
ar at REPORT MADE AT i DATE WHEN MADE FEmicD Lies REPORT MADE BY b q LS 
ST. PAUL Lut 3a43 /18 & 19/43 Lu 
TITLE e) CHARACTER OF CASE 






INTGRNAL SECURITY - G 
CUSTODIAL DETcNTION 
SEDITION 


GERALD LYZAN KENN2TH SLITH, 
MR COLLITT BH OF ONG LILLION - 


\] SYNOPSISOF FACTS: gyueeches made by SLIITH in St. Paul, Minnesota, February 18, 1943, 


and Kiinneapolis, HKinnesota, February 19, 1943, covered much the 
sane general matter as his speeches in Kiinneapolis, }:innesota on 
January 7, 1943, previously reported. He attacked SAL. *§CHRINER 
and RUsI? PLATZ of Minneapolis, for trying to stop his speech in 
that city and accused SCHRINER of being an imposter in his claim 
to represent the Jews of Minnesota.e The Minneapolis, winnesota 
meeting was picketed and SMITH claims by Comavnists. At the 
: St. Paul meeting, SLITH appointed REVEREND C. 6. STADSKLEV, his 
ga3 sponsor, as k.innesota Director of the America First Party. Sih 
ad again emphasized the necessity of winning the war and following 
out our military alliances to the letter but opposed any present 
or afterewar acceptance of any foreign oeliefs or doctrines. 
No subversive statenents noted. 


=iUe- bI t~ 
St. Paul, Li:umesota, 


ri ne Rave eCoSs suport of Syecial cont Ye idumesot: 
dated February 1, 1945, Letter from Detroit Office, February 38, 


1944, requesting that this case be covered. 


ty 


oon. Say 
(oe DiTalLS: AT ST. PAUL and LINNEASOLIS, LIMICOTA 





































The speeches of GERALD L. Os eR at St. Paul, February 18, 1943, 
and jiinneapolis, February 19, 1943, were well publicized both by 
hand bills and in the various local newepapers. Considerable 
publicity was gained because the speeches were announced in 
comaunications mailed in envelopes ovearing the name of the State 
of Linnesota Sanitary Board, which had been lined out and the 

eo return address of the local sponsors placed thereon, however, the 
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100-4156 


State office was still very plainly set out on tne envelopes, It developed 

that these envelopes were puolished by 5S. 0. SAID ERSCH of Xochester, Linnesota, 
one of S..ITH'S promoters. This had been an overrun of some envelopes printed for 
tie State of Winnesota several years back. 


The sveech by SwITH on February 18th was made in the Junior Pioneer Hall, 182 


west 9th Street, St. Paul, liinnesota, and the speech in Ktinneapolis was made at 


tne ark i.asonic Lodge Hall, 3044 lst Avenue South. 


In the St. raul speech SLITH spoke about the organization of the America rirst 
Party. ..€ appointed teVoiitchD Ct, O, XTADSKLLY, his sponsor, as the first officer 
and Director of this rarty in winnesota and he delivered a sealed and endorsed 
paper to STADSKLSV to this effect in view of all those present. His remarks were 
much the same as in reference report about this Party in its aims and purposes, 

de criticized those who questioned his patriotism and, in addition to the persons 
that he previously mentioned who might be contacted in regara to his loyalty, he 
addea tne name of tne State Legion Commander for the State of i.ichigan, as well as 
one of tne local Cowianders of the particular group with which he wes associated 
in vetroit, ichigane 


iv is noted that on some of the cards put out, advertising this meeting, there 
were the following notations made from prominent persons. 


LOVGLLATECLAS is quoted as making tnis remark: 
"Salall Le ke & Tis is anerica's most fearless and dynanic orator.” 
she wot York Lally Yricune is quotsa as sayin: 


"He combines the best qualities of 3illy Sunday, williaw Jennings 
Bryan and LaFollette, the Senior.” 


bus tie"SULLIVAL is quoted as sayinz: 


"all the spellbinders in america put together will not make one 
GtaLD L. kK. SLITH." 


SLITH referred to efforts being made to try to stop his Linneapolis meeting and 
said that he had learned from reports of the liasonic Lodge that RUBIN LaTZ oF 
j:innespolis had approached the Committee in an endeavor to have this speecn stoppec. 
Ke stated that he therefore made some check on LATZ and found that LATZ was born 

in russia and was a uelegate from the State of kinnesota to the ational Convention 
of the Communist Party in Boston, i.assachusetts in 19355, 


ne also referred to SA SCHRINLR, who is known in this office as being head of the 
Jewish anti-Defamation Leaguee SLITH stated that SCHiINLR claimed to represent 
the Jews in Einnesota and that he, SLITH, claimed that SCHRINiR was an imposter 
if he opjected to Si ITH'S speech because he stated, "If any race of people should 
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uynold free speech and be opposed to any prosecution of any individual for his 
statezents, it shoula be the Jews vho have been persecuted all over the world". 
Jor tuis reason, he stated emphatically that he did not believe SUH2INat repre- 
sunted the responsible Jewish people but was a self-ap yointed dele-uatea. 


he following night in i-inneapolis he indicatea that he had learned that SJixTic 
was the real one behing efforts to prevent his speech and he challenged SOnAD ar 
to prove thet he really did represent the Jews. He made the remark at both places 
tat no Farty group, Nazi, Fascist or otherwise, nor any white-whiskerec Communist 
coulc ever ctop him fro. preaching shrist first in Anerica and Aserica first in 
the world. 


Cn the rubber situation SMITH repeated much of wnat he had said in his speech 
dgunuary 17, 1z45 and ne referred to and read articles appearing in tne Cedric 
sagams coluain in the Linneapolis Star Journal, January 17, 1945, about the manner 
in v.hich we might cet rubber under lend lease whare Russia would trade its iron 


Tele ess | died Ss ars ieee ee eo 


to Japan for rubber and that we would get our rubber eventually froin ussia. He 
statec that JlatLis“ouli isc, rroduction Lanager for Lenry Ford, and Eenry “ord, 
nad oot assured him that they were only waiting for the go ahead signal when they 
coule waiie all the synthetic tires that were necessary and they stated they were 
waiting for a note from Lo HatrigasON. Silvi asked tnem, so he says, if they 
really expected a call anc they said they did and ne told them that he didn't think 
tney would receive a call, and he stated, they didn't. It was Ford's plant, se 
stateu, vnich the Govermnent seized and sent to Russia or are now sendin~ to Russia 
.ith the guarantee of sare passare by tne Jaranesc. 


3.40. Sale that sll real wericans were hopin, for tie day they could fight the war 
with vLoth mands ara full efrort and not Lave to fig-nt witn one iitand and use tre 
otner oné to push back tne (British representative of the Lend Lease rrofram in 
wasnincton), tne LatuwisviS and the New Dealers. §j.ITd received great applause 

at this statenent. he re-ewphasized the necessity to vin the war at all costs in 
his s eech rehruary 19th. 


In referrin;; to tne Communist Party and affiliated groups, Si.iTH stated that accordi: 
to the bi¢s report there are some 800 such organizations in the United States ar.d 
that tuey nave wormed their way into labor unions claimin; to call themselves 
respousivtie labor lvacers; that they nave cotten themselves into various other 
places and into tne Vemocratic Party and are now New Dealers, that they had gotten 
taeuselves into the tepublican Party and were Wendell Willkies, and that they had 
sotten into the State of lLinnesota and were Harold Stassens. It appeared durin; 
nis speeches that S..LTH'S references to SYAsSuli were very critical only because 

of SiasSau'S opposed international program. 

S1.ITH repeated his opposition to Vice President WaLLac. in much the same manner 

aS previously reported. On Feoruary 19th at Linneapolis he repeated his demand for 
iupeachment cf fice rresident WALLACE. He read from JALLAU“'S speech made in the 
Lacgison Scuare jarden at the celebration of the Russian revolution, which Si.Ii% 
called the Celebration of 20 l.illion Christians in which ».ALLAcS made the statement 
tuat "Some of us believe we heve over-emphasized the bill of Rights". He criticized 
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this very vigorously, stating that the Bill of Rights was part of the Constitution 
and that the Vice President of the United States was battling the Constitution whick 
he swore to uphold. He read further from WALLACE'S remarks at this Celebration 
which was in November, 1942 in which he said "The Russians have advanced so rapidly 
in the past 2O years that if they continue to advance at a similar rate fbr another 
20 years they will surpass the United States". SMITH stated that this was an 
indication to him that the Vice President of the United States thought the Russians 
system was superior to our own because if continued it would surpass us. 


S..ITH repeatea several times that we have a military alliance with Russia and 

that we must live up to it, and even wore so but he suid he would oppose to i.is 
last breath, Comaunist rule, or being taken back into the British empire. He 
mentioned the fact that in the first World War we were allied with Italy and Japan, 
that was no reason why we ever had to conform to any of their political ideals, 


In referring to President Roosevelt, SLITH stated that he was not referrins to the 
Commander and Chief of the Army and Navy but to Roosevelt the politician, and 
stavoc that he, as well as others critical of ir. Roosevelt, had to walk a tight 
wire of distinction. lie stated that newspaper men upon his arrival in i.inneapolis, 
had tried to get him to comment on whether or not he thought rresident ioosevelt 
had made isistakes in nis military direction. Si.ITh stated that he replied to 
them that he had no rigut to criticize as he uid not have any possession of militar, 
information and had no basis for criticisms that all military information is secret 
and tnat if ne nad it prooably others would. He gave the inaication that tuis 
military inforiution being secret met with his whole hearted approval and he svateéxu 
wauut uc therefore hac no grounds or rignut on wiich to criticize military acvi.ity. 
w@ CONDLfieu this again om Vevruary 19tn in such the Same manner. SLUT! duvinitel; 
opposes any fourth term and imuce ti.e rehari on Mebruary Lota that the best thin, 
the rresident could ao for the woral of our soldiers and of the country in general 
vould be for him to come outrigitt and state that ne would not run for a fourth tems. 
ne Claimed that tne framers of the Vonstitution wanted to avoid long terms for tive 
rresicent and he gave his interpretation of the reason for this as being apparent 
in the present time whereoy if Presicent Roosevelt was to fo in for another term 
aue to the fact that appointees to tne Supreme Court are usually quite old and do 
not live many years, that we would have a situation where the entire Supreme 
Court would be Roosevelt appointees. It would do away with the cneck and balance 
system originally planned by tne Constitution. He mentioned that the Roosevelts, 
including the entire family, are playing politics at every opportunity and he said 
"uven including Gleanor"; saying that if its not one thins its another and practica_ 
r 


every day in the newspapers there is a new Roosevelt born to contend with. 


very apers ther new Roosevelt 1 to cor with. 
On February 19th the meeting held in Kinneapolis was picketea by groups carrying 
banners stating that tiey were for the four freedoms. At the opening of his speech 
S:.ITH svuted that tnese men outside, under tne american Vonstitution had the right 
to be tnere as pickets and that he woulc not object to them being tuere, even trou, 
he terwed them Comiunists. te said he nad received information that there were to 
be men planted in the nail to break up the meeting and he asked how many red 
blooded men there were Who would take care of any situation and at least 100 stood 
ud. he tuerefore serveu Warning on all present tnat if any of them were there ror 
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the purpose of disturbin; the meeting or anyone there that they would be 

ejected horizontally, that they were not dealing with an amateur as he was 

an old warrior who had had much trouble with persons of similar calibre. It is 
noted that there were no disturbances of any kind at either meeting, there beings 
approximately five to six hundred attending both places and in juinneapolis at 
least haeif of tho persons were standing the entire two hours of his speech. 


For.the first time in four speeches Agent has heard made by SLITIH, he mentioned 
tne name of FRat0eS FacnIiS put made no particular disparaging references to her. 
He did iaention Representative Gaus of hinnesota and being reminded by a woman 

in the crowd of DX. WALTS2 JUDD, recently elected representative, he stated that 
both of them had made their first vote in washington, against the continuance of 
tne Dies Committed. | he made one reference, the only one in four speeches, to 
RAVER END CHARLLS a COUHILIN, "That eminent statesman, patriot and orator". 

‘ 


Some of the same people, it was noted, were in attendance at both of the meetings 

in Lisneapolis and St. Paul and it also appeared that a lot of persons were present 
out of curiosity. It was definitely and strongly stated by S::ITE at the outset 

of osth of his speeches that the sponsor thereof was not an association, church 

or croup but was R2eVeRE C. 0, STADSHLaV and a few other patriotic minded citizeiis. 
he lamented tne fact that a crusading preacher like STALSKLEY was the only one who 
had coura-e enough to promote such a meeting and go through with it regardless 

oi the intimidation he was suojected to. 


Gosln: this meetin, 5,.70:. sentione. the fuct Tuat nis 19 vear oid son nad entcrea 
Va a2 UNGEr tus oéelective service on seprusry 16 or 17, 1945. He stated tht 
ne voule naye no con viuint, shoulc nis con come bacx with an arm or ie, missing, 


in a wheel chair, Llinded or should inne ve vuried on a desert, if he died for 
Old alory. 


No stetenents were made by SLITH which coulda be determined subversive. 
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Jederal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 


Washington, B.C. 
Detroit, Michigan 
March 5, 1943 





Director, FBI 





Re: GERALD L. K. S¥ITH, was, etal; 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
CUSTODIAL DETENTION 
SEDITION 


Dear Sir: 


It is regretted that the letters and the reports 
in this case have not been transmitted according to 
schedule as established by you. 





Special agent GE, to whom this case 
has been assigned, has been presently occupied for approxi- 
mately one month in the trial of a criminal case of some 
importance and also in the absence of Assistant Special Agent 
in Ch ROBERT T. ROSS from the headquarter city Agent 
tee been taking care of Mr, ROSS' administratiga and 

supervisory duties. 






This case has been reassigned to Special Agent 
and it is hoped that it will receive, in the future, 
continuous attention as you have suggested. 
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Federal Bureau of Investiq. a 


United States Department of Justice 


1308 Masonic Temple Building 
New Orleans, Louisiana 
March 6, 1943 





Director, FBI 


(t 
RE: GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, was., 


4 Gerald L. K.'Smith, Gerald L. x. 
(3 (y Schmidt ; THECCOMITTER OF ONE MILLION; 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G, CUSTODIAL 


DETENTION, SEDITION. 
(Bureau File #62-1,3818). 


Dear Sirs: 


Reference is made to my letter dated February 18, 1943, 
with which there was transmitted under separate cover one roll of 
film containing exposures pertinent to the above-captioned case. 
This letter requested that this film be developed and that two 
aes positive prints, together with tne developed negatives, be forwarded 
one to the Detroit Field Division. 


By letter dated March 1, 1943, the Bureau advised that 
two enlarged photographic prints of each exposure were being re- 
turned to the New Orleans Office under separate cover. 

These pnotographic prints and the negatives have been re- 


ceived by this office, and are being forwarded under separate regis- 
tered cover to the Detroit Field Division. 


— of, Atl INE An bake te PNTAINED Very truly yours, 
— HEREIN © SSu'SF ED OQ koa 
DATE jee Bleetcad ar 
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62-LLY4 oo a 
i 
CC ~ Detroit | 
CC = Package ery wae 
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Pitteburg:, Penneylvenies 
February 27, 1943 


| Director, FRI 
eer ittention Mechanical Division 





OePALD Le A. SMITH 
INTZAWAY, SACURITY © G, Custodial Detention; 
SEDITICH 


COMMUMIST Fs TY OF TH. USA 
¥.STURR DIOTRIGT OF POBMSTV.RTA 
PITTSBURGH FILL DIVES Lon 
INTSANAL SaCURITY = C 


Dear Sir: 





There is being forwarded under separate eover ons roll of mini- 
pun film exposed in eonnection wit’. the Lavestigation of the a: cve~ 
mentioned cases, 


It Ls re wested that bso eo: ies of the prints taken on the 
ee first three cascs be mace ont retained at the Bureau in the respective 
poe files aecorcing to preset policy. It te noted that these thres caves 

| use spproximately the firet 100 franus of the film. 


It de rescucsted that three copies of the prints on the GAL) 
fe Le %. SMITH enge be made and retummed to the Pittedurgh Field {fice. 
y These pictures ase approximately Frames 100 to 140. 


It fe renuested that ene copy of the prints ox: the last case 
be mede and returned to the Fittsburgh Field Division. These pictures 


use the Last frances froa about 140 on, and ean be identified by the nace 7 
that they are pictures of envelopes with addresses on then. 


AL AFORIT EHTENED vr ray mar n _ 
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Date: Ware 10, 1945 

To: Sat, Attaburgb 

Froat J, Agar Seover — lireator, Faderal Bureau of Invastigition 
Sabjeat. et 


Gar ilo Le x “ont Ts 
TAT .Pal 5.CULITY « So, Cuetodial ietention 
Sc DITIGN 


ORT SU Paktt. OF The. es he 
Tea DISTRICT GF FF RAOWLVAE 
iirrosmeat 2 FT 22 PYVLorin 
pas Te a jamal T¢ - v 


heference is mace to your letter dated February 27, 
1943, with which you trumsmitted cne roll of film eontaining 
exrceures pertaining to the abcva list.i subdjeets, 


You are advised that tie fils xas develope, and prints 
mode is esccorde:.co with your Fs uest, 
ty 
Teo enlarged paotogriphie pri:t: ef each expo-ure 
portaining to the  -L:cTi¥. 5-fFIC.. eaces were mad@ and are 
being retained {in the Bursan, 


Three copies of all exposures pertcining to the 
Go LD Le te SH)Tii ease ware asde and are being forwarded to 
your offiee under separate cover, 

Cne print of all eaposures pertsiaing to the subject 
entitled COn ULI T 2aRTY OF Th Us. J¢ Ao Were 2280 arde and 


are being forreried to your cffice ander geparate rogistered 
Gover together vith all of the cevelopec nepitivas, 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAMED =. ce 
HEREN (2 GRCLASE! 9 foeO 
DATE sofales BY seaayuc 
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Form No. 1 
Q THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT DETROIT, LICH IGAN FILE NO. 100-1766 

nA REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY &, ae 
ae ee 8 WHICH MADE 
wey LILIAUKSE, WISCONSIN 3-9-L3 1-22523,27-43 Gee :: 
ae aie LYVAN KENNETH SUITH, was, roma eign 

THs COLMITTEE OF So aaa INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
Soe ee CUSTODIA1 DETENTION 





SEDITION ee 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 
Investigation at Milwaukee reflected neg~ 


‘ ative information concerning meetings held 
par | 
| t 





in city by subject or related organizations. 


-RUC- a 
# 
Reference: Teletype dated January 20, 1943 received ae 
by the Uilwaukee Field Division from the _‘s 





Detroit Field Division. 


a, Details: | AT MILTAUKEE, WISCONSIN. y, 
i S$ 

(r The following investigation way conducted 
a for the purpose of ascertaining whether the 


subject had held meetings in Kilwaukee on 

or about January 18, 1943, and to obtain any 

pertinent information concerning the subject 

and the organizations with which he is con— 
a Soe nedted. During the course of the investiga~ 

toot Sipe ae ee . tion the following individuals were contacted 

can wie with negative results: 
2 ; i ' te 


a: ety Building, (through | 
. direct contact Was had with all 
ains on the Milwaukee Police De- bie 
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of the Milwaukee Hall, 800 - 812 West State : 


Eagles Club, 2401 West Wisconsin Ave~- be ee, 


ory, 1620 South Sixth Street; 


of Milwaukee Turners, 1034 North 4th Street; 
of the Women's Club of Wisconsin, 813 East 


iii -: Jefferaon Hall, 2167 North Fond du Lac Avenue. 
iii -: the Milwaukee Journal, Fourth and State 
Streets, who has done exclusive newspaper work in connection with Bund be 
activities and other subversive groups in the City, advised the writer 
that nothing had come to his attention in the past several months con 79 
cerning the subject or organization with which the subject is connected. 


ee the Milwaukee Journal, Fourth and 
State Stre 


ets, after reviewing her files at the request of the writer fur 


nished the following Associated Fress Release dated Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
January 16, 1943: 


"The Labor Cardinating Committee of the Minneapolis Defense Council, Friday 
protested strongly to Mayor. Marvin Klein against the scheduled appearance 
here Sunday of GERALD L. K. SLITH, one time aid to the late Senator Huey 

Long of Louisiana. Mayor Klein requested police to investigate." 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE ASSISTALT TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
AMT. JAKES ROS, JR. f 
a ee ee bach 


Attention: Mr. Ce E. Rhetts 


GERALD L. K. SMITH 

THE COMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION 
INTcRNAL SECURITY 

SEDITION 


REt 


As a matter of information, I wish to advise that 


a copy of a further report submitted in this case by 
Special sent i dated March 9, 1943, at b2e 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, was ited to the Division of 


Records under the date of Karch 2), 1943. 






Very truly vor 


L INFORMATION co 
HERE I fied ase 


John Edgar : DA 


Director 


cc Assistant Attorney _ 
General Nendell Berge on 
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Fer Man War ~ aes 


Quino Tamm_ 
Malia BUREAU 
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Form No. 1 


















THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT PETROIT, LICHIGAN FLENO. 100-5778 
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD aoe REPORT MADE BY 
FITTSBUNGH, PA. 22043 - 1860 52253- b7w 
ms , CHARACTER OF CASE 
GERALD LYLAN KEN SETH SuITH I, with aliases INTERNAL SECURITY ~- G 
THis CCLATTTER CF CNE MILLICN CUSTCDIAL DETES TION; SEDITICH 
- . 


SYNOPSISOFFACTS: = cr i1p 1. K.~S. ITH appeared in Fittsburgh on 2-22-43 on in- 
vitation of pefenders of George Washington's Principles 
orgenization, making addresses strongly advocating isolation- 
ism and nationalism and denouncing internationalism and inter- 
ventionism. 250 people attended his appearance at the Hungary 
Club where his arguments were opposed by E. C. TABCH, local 
attorney. 500 people attended carnegie ‘all speech in even- 
ing. SkLITH initiated organization of america First Farty in 
Fittsburgh, issuing honorury cherter memberships to irs. #, H. 


eye “LCHLS and kr. CHAWLES ACNAADDEN, Cfficers of the Defenders , 
a ee of George \ashin-ton's Principles; expressed intention of 
ioe holding mass political rally at rittsburgh in necr future, 
lr 24 No seditious statements made. 
Bee = 
So - RUC - 
WPERoNCESs Letter from Detroit rield Division dated rebruary &, 1945. 
DETATIS : The reference letter from Detroit stated thet GERALD LYLAN KEIMNLTE 


S.ITH was scheduled to hold an America First Party rally on jvashington's birthday, 
February 22, 1543, and requested thet agents of the Fittcburgh ‘Cffice cover the 
meeting. The referenced letter also stated that ars. LARIE\LOHLE was giving con- 
siderable assistance to SUITH in arranging for this meeting. _ 


An article appearing in the Pittsburgh Sun Telegraph newspaper for 
February li, 1543 stated that SXITH, National Director of the newly formed\pAmerica 
First party" and advocate of isolationism was to speak twice in Fittsburgn on Feb- 
ruary 22, 1943, the first speech to be at 12:30 p.m. at the Hungary Club veekly 
luncheon. in the Hotel Henry. The topic was to be "an Isolationist's Definition 
of Victory." This article further stated that he was scheduied to speak at the 
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North Side Carnegie Library where he was to discuss "Red Hot Issues in the Lignt 
of George u.ashington's Principles." The article zdded that GLITH's appearance 
at Pittsburgh was sponsored by the Defenders of George washington's Principles, 
headed locally bs CHARLES A, MADDEN, East End plumbing contractor, president, 
and Mrs. ZARIE LeeLCHLE, Secretary. 


It is noted that the Hungary Club is a lunch club composed of 
local business men who meet every uonday to hear lectures on various questions 
in open forum manner. 


Following the above announcement relative to SHITH's appearance 
in Fittsburgh, the Pittsburgh Press newspaper published a "Letter to the tditor" 
written by ARTHUR H.\SCH.ERIN in whicn SCH EPIN denounced SMITH as being a 
Féscist-minded rabble-rouser and a former henchman of PELLEY end CCUGHLIN. 
ee criticizes hayor SCULLY for permitting S:7ITH to appear in Pittsburgh 

“kK fx 


arn awn ts nian +h mile inviitime ker bhamn ta —_ ae 
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In the issue of February 12, 1943 of the Jewish Criterion, pub~ 
lished in Fittsburgh b DAVID \WLTER, publisher, appeared an ervicle entitled 
"~_n Open Letter to the Hungary ~lub" written by the above mentioned kr. SCH "RIN, 
who again went to considerable length to deride SMITH, relating SNITH's past 
activities and reputation and strongly criticizing the Hungery Club for per- 
mitting SMITH to appear before the members to speak. 


In answer to SCHUERIN, mr. ED AUD OMBESCR, member of the Yungery 


nd Wer aad er ee am— 4 eee ed eee wave FOO ————— 


Ulub Committee who arproved SITE'S. appearance before the club, and JCHN Cc, 


Wy EAVeR, Secretary of the ‘lub, defended their position in the letters they 


wrote which were published in the February 15, 1943 issue of the Jewish Criterion 
which letters stated that the Hungary Club is an inpartial group, and inas:uch 
as proponents of internationalism had been heard several times, they thought 

it only fair to heer the other side. In his letter, WEAVEX stated that TABCR, 

a local attorney would debate the question with SMITH at the coming Hungary 

Club meeting. 


contact vas nade with QED of the Carnczie 
Free Library on Federel and Chio Streets, North Side, Fittsburgh. He advised 


that arrangements for the use of the auditorium in that building on the even~ 
ing of february 22, 1943 had b en made on behalf of kr. GERALD L. K. SUITH 

the speaker by hrs. LANIE LOHLE, who lives at 6332 Lorrowfield Street, Pittsburs!. 
telephone JA O601. Mrs. LCHLE represented the vefenders of Yeorge nashington's 
Frinciples who were sponsoring Mir. StUTH's appearance in Fittsburgh. 
advised that a kr. ARTHUR\SCHV/ERIN had called to him by telephone an 
SLITH's being permitted to speak in the Carnegie Library auditorium, In addi- 
tion, according t SCH.ERIN wrote some articles in a recent issue of 
the Jewish Criteri also wrote some letters or articles which appeared in 
local newspapers eseiine SMITH and criticizing officials in Fittsburg!: for 
permitting him to appear and give speaches ners. 


oie | bre 































SMITH's appearance at the ary “luc st noon, February 22, 1943 
was covered by Special — and the writer, SNITH delivered 
at tnat tipe a 30 minute speech to an audience of about 250 persons in which 

he gave arguments in favor of isolationism and against interventionism. He 

was answered by the aforementioned attorney, EDVARD 0. TABOR, after which ques- 
tions were answered by both speakers. SMITH had given TABOR a copy of his pre- 
pared talk. This was obtained from TABOR by the writer. It was photographed 
and enlarged copies are being sent to the Bureau and to the Yetroit Field 
Division; one copy is being retained in the Pittsburgh file. 


That evening, February 22, 1943 SWITH gave his scheduled talk 
at the Carnegie 'rce Library Hail, North vide, Pittsburgh to rows abcut 
500 persons. This meeting was covered by Special seco ili the 
writer. krs. KARIE LOHLE, member of the Defenders of George Niashington's Frin- 


ciples presided at the meeting. CHARLES A. MADDEN, President of tire above men- 
tioned organization introduced the speaker. 





rao fa mech nant Vie th wns 
SKITH & substantially the same arguments for isclaticnism % 


& bi thet 
he gave previously at the club. He predicted a food shortage in the United State 
due to the Government's past food production-controlled program and "Because 
there are people in Washington who think it is more important tc feed foreigners 
than Americans." He criticized Vice President “;ALLACE's recent appearance at 
a celebration given at New York City in honor of the anniversary of the Russian 
kevolution saying that ALLACE was embracing the Communist principles publicly. 
He declared that WALLAC= should be impeached. 


SLITH denounced any form of orld Government. He dispiayed a flag 
which he claimed was the exblexof the "Union Now," yorld Government group. ‘the 
flag had 13 red ma waite stripes just as the American flag, but in place of a fi 


of stars a British flag had been substituted in the center of which was an 8 
pointed star. SHITH claimed that this flag represented a Oritish-american coe- 
lition for viorld Government. After holding up the flag he threw it on the plat- 
form floor and stamped on it with his feet, cheerea by the crowd. 


SMITH stated that he is the National Director of the newly formec 
America ‘irst “arty and that the new Party was a "spare tire" Party in case 
neither the Republicans nor Democrats nominated sombody like LINDBERG, NYE, 
WHEELE, etc. for President in 1944. He claimed that he was making plans to star 
a branch of his Farty at rittsburgh and expected to return in the near future to 
a big rally. He presented yrs. LCHLE and CHARLES A. MADDEN with honorary gold 
seal membership certificates in the Party. He passed out envelopee on which 
members of the audience were requested to note and enclose the amount of the 
contribution they expected to give per month toward the founding of the Farty. 
In return, they were to receive a gold seal membership certificate, tickets for 
the future railyand a pamphlet describing the mim Now flag mentioned above. 


SKITH's publication "The Cross and the Flag" was on sale both be- 
fore and after the speech. SMITH urged the audience to subscribe to it. 


-3- 
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At no time in either of the above speeches was a statement of 
a secitious character made, The members of the audience in the evening were 
largely sympathizers of the isolationists program and they frequently aprlauded 
the “speaker. A number of persons formerly active in thAmerica First Committee 
at Pittsburgh were present, one of whom was KENNETH BA neu ER 


In addition to the publication "The Cross and tne Flag" SHITH 
was passinz out calendars upon which both his and his wife's photographs anpeared, 
and was also distributing copies of a speech made by CHARLES A. MADDEN before 
the Hungery Club in [ittsburgh during Vecember, 1942. The latter mentioned 
speech hes been phot ographed and solar ji copies of it are wing seni to pore 
and to the Bureau in case it may con ntain informa ation of value. 

The said copy which was obtained at the meeting is being retained 
in the Pittsburgh files. Likewise, a copy of the calendar and copies of the Dec- 
ember, 1942 and Janusry, 1943 issues of the "Cross and the Flag't are being re- 
tained in tne Fittsburgn files. 







Through it was learned tnat GE-ALD L, | 
SMITH and wife, 1753 Seyburn avenue, Detroit, :ichigan had registered at the D 


williaa Fenn Hotel at 8 a.m, February 22, 1943 and were staying in Room 257 of 
that hotel. xarmenarrsrmarseert that during the time he stayed at that 
novel, Su.1ITH made the iollowing telerhone calls; 


9:35 a.m. COurt 7200, the rittsburgh Fress. 
10:20 a.m. Jackson, OOO1, Lrs. LCOHLE 
11:<5 ava. Bell captain, to page ir. LADUE (Lr. LADDEN answered 





cane peace Depa 





the page) 

A315 pei. Caled porter 

$237 Mallad nau ets 

+ ova 

2 “aS Yilliam Penn bre 
H 


He received the following calls: It is noted that both the calls ma: 
and the calis received were all on February 22, 1943. 


10 a.m. rs. LOHLE regarding challenging Mr. TABOR to a debate. 
2: 3 p.m. No answer 


2:45 p.m. NO answer 


4:45 p.m. Forter regarding basgage on hand 
8: a.m. fron in no answer bre 
It is noted that Room 1053 at “illiam Penn Yotel was occupied by 


Senator JALES J. DAVIS at the vine called from there. ‘The above men- 
tioned source of information repor parvus of the conversation as follows: 







ae br’ 
te pons we or Kationai Casket Company." 
Sop "Dies Committee -— Valter Yinchell" 


wieeting tonight (londay) North Side Carnegie Hall." 


'Phey call themselves Isolationists." 





it is further noted that Senator JALES J. DAVIS signed out of the 
igbel 7:30 p.m. on February 22, 1943. - / 


este ee a as seemed ur. SKITH and his 
wife checked out of the hotel at 11:30 a.m. February 23, 1943, the time of his 


-° departure to be effective at 12 noon. He had cailed a porter who purchased 
tickets on train 117, parlor car 60 on the Pennsylvania Railroad, which train bv 

was scneduled to leave Pittsburzh at 12:15 for Detroit, and it was later de- 

tumained tnat it would probabiy arrive in Letroit at about 8 otclock. 

that SiITH had expressed a package to 2006 Industrial ba 

ing, Detroit, }:ichigan. 









5 _she above information relative to S..ITH's departure for Detroit as 
am roc made availabie by teletype to Detroit dated February 23, 1943. This information 
furnished in case it would be of any value to the vetroit VUffice. 
i 
| eee Frior to S.ITS's arrival at Pittsburgh, the writer contacted ir. 
oN ARLAUR A, SCH.ERIN at his hone 6533 palzell Frliace, Fittsburgh., SCH .LIIN inforued 
ee that ne has always been op;osed to the america First Comittee. He hes a bitter 
eae hatred cf S..ITH and his former associates, such as P: LL::i and CCU3HLI™, not 
SA only because he feels that they are un-smerican but that they have definitely 
shown they are anti-Semitic. Since SCH-miii—himeelf is of Jewish oricin, his 
dislike for hia is. increased. ) 
i a He is, at the present time, gathering material to write a book on 
Ne DS tte subject of Si.ITi and his associates. He cave the writer copies of his article: 


and letters referred to previously in this report, and the answer written by 
VYABCR and WesVoh, also refexrea to previously in this report. These are ting 
rcvainea in the tiles or the Tittsburgh Office, copies of whic: are not being 
sent to other offices, inasmuch es it is not beiieved they contain additional 
information of value. 


It is noted that the Tittsburgh Cfficce received several letters and 
some telephone calls protesting the appearance of SMITH in pittsbureh, and re- 


: ¢ questing that representatives of the Federal Bureau of Investigation be resent 

2 €. Sige Gace ucts eo te Ae 

“ € = of the niiericen Legion, GAXNOL L.A. rAlront, Direccor of the Departucrt }9, 
rublic Safety, Fittsburzh, Pecney ivan 05 EDD FS stare 7 | 

eee of Carnegie Free Library, No i itt sburgh. 


In addition, the Communist farty sponsored a lecture at their reguia 
Saturday evening forum at Carnegie Pree Library, February <0, 1943. The lecture 
was given by JEROLD REMAN, labor orgarizer, the topic of the speech being "The 
Fifth Colusn w2nosed--SERAL! L. K. S..ITH, Traitor." 















wer, 





a” 


ie he aoe para SH, Chairmen of the Communist Party of North Side \ 
eee issued a handbill relativé to this meeting in which ha described SUITH as an 
naduirer of Hitler and the Nazi System. He is a notorious Jew-baitor and a Red-bait 
He is a Negro-hater and a supporter of the Ku Klux Klan terrorism against Negro 
and Catholic citizens. He is a tool of some of the worst union-hating employers. 
In short, he is an American fascist tool of Hitler." ........."The exposure 

of such fascist agents as Gerald L. K. Smith is the patriotic duty of all am- 
ericans and anti-fascists. It is our cawnon obligation to drive such retsout 

of public life as deadly enemies to all that America embodies. Protests ageinst 
the Gerald L. K. Smith meeting should be sent to Layor Scully, City Hail, Fitts- 
burgh, as the Library building is under city control." 








Copies of a card adve tising the above mentioned speechto be <siven 
by JERGiE BENT(N and of tne handbill mentioned above written by CUSH, together with 
an unidentified handbiil advertising the lecture by BENTCN are being retained in 
the Pittsburgh file, 


Under pretext the writer was present at the above mentioned meeting, . 
the meeting was definitely a Commnist meeting, although no direct reference was 
( made to that effect. EER TCN, however, was introduced as "Comrade Bentcn." Also 
on display were many Comiunist and Union publications, and known Communist leeders 
of Pittsburgh were present. BENTCN stated that LITH is pro-German and a fascist. 
He referred to SUITH's association with HUEY 1CNG, WILLIAL DUDLE po LLEY, Father 
fa ee Na CCUGHLIN and the anerica First Comnittee. BENTCN stated that SMITA is anti- 
+ He oe Rus sian, anti-Union and anti*Communist and is prejudice against the Neeroes and 
the vews. He urged the union members and Comaunists not to attend SLITH's speeches 
saath! Sen and to have nothing te do with him. PiNi(N asserted that this country ought te 
ad ey give all possible aid tc the allies to defeat Germany and German allies. He was 
= oprosed to isolationisn, 


7 lee 
. 


In response to an inquiry as to what should be done to combat SUITH, 
BEYTCN urged all members to be good union members, to be good church-goers, to 
work hard if they are working, and to be good soldiers if they go into the Army. 
According to BEVTCN, the best way to combat SKITH and his isolationists is to be 
everytnine that a good American would be. bre 


aes known in this office as a reliable source bv 

of information, ephonic ed the attention of the pittsbureh Cifice ee 

the fact that 3: was to speak in Pittsburgh. Bae sorriie ie Se a hee 
or defeating isolationists. He is im. greeted in the interna- 


tional aspect of worid cooperation after the war, and does all he can toward the 
education of t:.c peo le toward this end. He is one of the leaders in the Free 
¥orld +ssociation, which he clains is a non-political organization. He advised 
that threugh being active in the above movements he has come in contact with iso- 
lationists of this commnity. He knows CHARLES A. KADDEY, who is the head of the 
Defenaers of George «ashington's Frinciples, That organization appears to be 
connected with a group of peopie whom he termed as “Coughlin Mothers," a radical 
group Of isolationists, who he stated were connected with the Americ:. First 
Cemiilttee wnen it was active in Fittsburgh. He said that MADDEN was a radical 
isolationist wiio appeared to be strongiy anti-British. 






ye 


According to him, LADDEN gave a speech at the Hungary Club, attack 
ing the Rhoces Scnolership students, claiming that RHODES, the Englishman, hag 
established his fund for the purpose af brinzing the most intelligent youth of 
America to cngland in order that they could be taught the British ideas and re- 
turn to AMerice and work for British damination of the worid. 











the Hungary 
Club at the present time, is exn- 
ployed in settlement work at the Kingsley Settlement House, ‘ast End, rittsburgh, 


He has always been a Pacifist in the past, lie aileges that his feelings are pe 


based on relizious principles. According snd prior to the attack on Pear] 
harbor, aa «:: mixed up with schools for Conscientious Objectors: This was 










after tne ective Lervice law was passed, but prior to Pearl Harbor, Since 
; ( then, he has given no indication that he was against the war effort in that re~ J 
an spect, 





‘na 

The refere sted the Pittsburgh Cffice to submit ine 
formation regarding to the Letroit Cffice. In this conrec-~ 
tion, tne folowing inquiries were made: 
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Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) b Vie L 20 with no segregable 
material available for release to you. 





Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) a 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 
as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 








Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 
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Fei/DoO, 


oo : Relative to S\ITH, he had in his =ossession a 28 page report, 
a gee dealing with the history and b Settee 20d is 
ties and associates, 














S report was obtained fran an 
puyrve: Sue Copies Of it were made. Orie copy is being sent to the Bureau 
. and one to Detroits one copy is being retained in the Fittsburgh file. 
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Inasimuch as the logical leads of this case have been covered, this 
case is being referred upon completion to the office of origin. 


ENCLOSURES 


TOn THe BUREAU 


Cne photostatic copy of a report on the life ami backgrouna of 
CERALD L. K. SuITH obtained ro. of i: ittsoursh. baw 


Cne photographic copy of the speech given by GEEsLD L. K. 5: ITH 
at the. Hungary blub in sotel Henry, Fittsburgh on february <, 1943. 






Cne photog..a:hic copy of a speech given by CHARLES 4, MASDUN before 
the Hungary “lub in Uotel Henry, Fittsburzh vecember 14, 1942. 


wn, oT! forr. ¢ rap ror .aaew 
Pte ge ee CT OC Pre 


Cne wopy af each of the above listed items is being sent to the 
petreis effice. 


TREFERioD UPON COMFLUTICN TO °c 
O:FICE OF ORIGIN 
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Mr. Nease. 


ee SAME AE INVESTICR Tl : 
| en wate res | | HEREIN je uayi ASS nae 
ae as Gardy_ ay Reo ese 2 1S UNL! Sel FED 


\ ( _ = Poy 
| 
ae JPHa: WJ 
4-12-43 
62-43818-216 
a \ Se 
cor a MYMOVANDUN FOR MR, JAW S ROSE, JR. 
a a TASoLotaNe fo Pit ALT cRRAL 
3 Attentio.: lr. C. F. Rhetts 
Re: GEPALD L. KX. SMITH 
THS COMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION 
INTARNAL SECURITY 
SKOITION 
~ a 
een There is enclosed a copy of an , eport 
Be submitted in this case by Special Agent at en 
i a pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, on March 20, 1743, er with b? 
a photostatic copy of subject Smith's speech of F 22, 
1943, mentioned on page twelve of Special Agent report 
crencees as an enclosure. 
Bs ae Copies of the other enclosures mentioned were not 
eee maie availoble taagauch as they only set forth information 
ee wnich has appeared in othar rejorts previously submitted in 
this case. 
Wee Very truly yours, 
aa ) Mr. Tolsen_ 
ine Mr. A. Tamm __ 
Mr. Clege__ John Kigar Hoover 
Mr. Coffey... idrecetor 
Mtr. Gbavin_____ 
Mr. Ladd. Enolosure 
Mr. Nichols ; 
Mr. Rosen. .. g9¢ = Asaieta.t Attorney General sendell Berge 
Meo “TY aCs == == 2 
Mr. Carsou_ 
Mr. Harbo t 7 ee i 
Mr. Hendon. Boigees ce eae er ee = - 
Mr, McGuire _ ee oe ae ee | i Paes i 
Mr. Mannforg __ 7 ae APP { 4 1943 p M : : ee J ae 
Mr. Piper. oe Rn Lo Mi, ALL (NF H A aN oa fn. 
Me. Gvinn Tarn R : ies 1 f ‘af A ne ao 
t. Quinn r Se 0 ; TEN CONTAINED ‘| ’ 
{ 





em Yt 5: 


¢ 
\ 


OTE salen Beet 


~~. a 
’ mae. | 











». B.A. Tamm__ 


. Clegg 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN $ UNSLASSIFIED 


JPHa: WJ 
3-23-43 
62-43818 


DATE 20 f-t fer. BY stxarybere 
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Attention: Mr. C. E. Rhetts 


0 
GERALD L. K. SMITH 
THR COM(ITTER OF ONE MILLION 
INTERNAL SECURITY 


Re: 


Under date of February 19, 1943, I addressed a memorandum to 
you in comection with this case pointing out the fact that in a radio 
addresa made by Snith at Detroit, Michigan, on October 24, 1942, the 
latter stated that he had violated the national thirty-five miles per 
hour speed regulation. In this regard I further mentioned the fact 
that Smith had commented that he had done this in order to dramatize to 
hie friends and other people of America the unsoundness of “many of our 
bureaicratic rules." You will recall that I requested your advice as 
to wiether Smith's admitted violation of the natiunal speed regulation 
and his public comments in connection therewith may be considered as 
violative of any Federal statute within the investigative jurisdiction 
of this Bureau. 


I shall appreciate the benefit of your opinion in this regard 


= asp soon aa convenient. 
Polson. 


Very truly yours, 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


This Case Oririnated at DETROIT MICHIGAN 
Report iade at Date 











File No. 100-3636 ehs 
t 


CHARLOTTS 3~1 3 413 


Title 





NN. C. 


GERALD LYMAN KEKETH st” TH, with aliases}: ie INTERNAL SECURITY - G 


THE’ COMMITTED OF ONE HILLION CUSTODIAL DETIT ION 
SEDITION 





Ii, fe PARTIN died in 1937 or 1938 at Ninety Six, 


S.C. Search of Sera seized by Sheriff's 
Office, denevitie,~ . C., for state's case arainst 
WILLIAi! DUDLEY #: LLEY fails to disclose any 
correspondence bet een SMITH and PELLEY. Evidence 
impounded by Court in this case contains no such 
correspondence. “aterial not used in evidence 
in stares case anc waich had been in possession 

. te WILLTAMS, procecutinz attorney for the 
Aes has been destroved. 


~ RUC - 






dated b I 


teletyne 


REFPSRENCE: Report of Special Arent 
Septerber 2, 192, at Detroit, -2achican; 
fror. Indianapolis dated February l, 193. 









DETAILS: AT ASESVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA 










e reportine accent oe 7, B. PARTIN died in 1937 or 
> Six, South Carolina. The informant could recall no 
instance where GERALD L. K. S:°T?? corresponded with PULLEY using 
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Silver Shirts of America letterheads. The informant could cive no 
information concernins any correspondence between these two ren, 


-On February 15, 1943, Eee, of Buncombe 
County, Asheville, North Carolina, made available to the writer the 
material which had been seized by his Department fror the PILLZY Lz 
organization for the state's case asainst PELLEZY, A search of this 
material failed to reveal amr corresnondence between SiITH and FPLL&Y. 
advised that some of the material seised hac been retained 
at. WILLIAMS, the nrosecutine attorney for the state. tHe 
further advised that Anents of the Federal Bureau of Invosti ration had 
sone throuch all the material anc they hac selected anc nhotostated 
the material which they desired. He stated that the material which 
was not retained by the Sheriff's Office or ir. WILLTAIS ar immounded 
by the Court had been returned to the PELLTY organization. 





« ave 


ir. R. 0, WILLIA'S, Jackson 3uildine, Asheville, Vorth 
Carolina, alvise. renortine Arent on February 19, 193, that the 
material mich ne nad retained for use as evidence in the PULL=” 
case in Aishevills has been destroyed, with the execption of that 
evidence actually usec in the ezso and impounded by the Sunerior 
Court of Buncombe County. Mr. WO-LIAIS stated that ho leapt 
material for somrtims, out that after PELLTY was tried by the Federal 
“overnrent he mrasimod that the material was no loncer of any Panna resnees 
and inasmuch as it was clutterins up his office he had it destroved. 


» Clerk of the Superior Court of Bunconbs L 
County, made available to the -riter the evidence that had been impounded IW 
by the Court in the state's case avainst PeLLey. A search of this 
evicence has been made by the writer with neeative results. 


i be Osfiice oreviously reported in the ranort of 
Ae dated Sent anere 17 #10),2 +hat a } 
GZaven oe Ibi CF ty +t 1943, Vilay & 57 
eview of the rlles of ariotte Office in revard to WILLTAL. DUDLEY 


PELIEY failed to aieciase gee intone tion concerning correspondence 
between PRLLEY and SIITH. 





- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICES OF ORIGIE - 
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ee ae ALLINFORSTCN CONTAINED f 
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MMOF: ‘AN UH POR WR. JAUNS RON. Fe on, 





Attention: Ur. C. E. Rhettea 


Res GFRALD L. K. SUITH 
THY COMMITTES OF ONE tILLION 
INTERNAL SECURITY 
SPOIL TION 


For your inforzation:, I wish to sdvise that a copy 


fa further report submitted in this case by Special Avent iy 
Por apes consacad at Charlotte, North Carolina, on Mare! 13, b? 
Soe 4 was transmitted to the iidvieion of Recorde under date 
a of varch 23, 1943. 

















ores Very truly yours, 
or 
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The attached are copies that I have typed up 
of the originals. 


After handling same in this manner, the thought . 
comes to me that possibly you would prefer to photastat mater- 
ial such as this instead of coples being typed. If so, would 
be glad to have you advise. 


Very truly yours, 
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SAC, Detroit 
a . Re: OQFRALD L. K. SMITH 
f. THS COMMITTEE OF ONF HILLION 
. INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION 
" 
wa I want to again call your attention to the irportance 
of this investigation and to i: press on you the absolute iecessity 
of thoroughly and adequately following thie subject's activities 
and public speeches. The status of this investigation has again 
becore delinquent in your office and a further report will be 
, expected within the next two weeks. 
: Very truly yours, 
prc SAT TON CON FARMED 
oc eg ee MEA ASU EL 
Volson sae ae a 2 = 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


a : THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN rueno. 62-1194 
s : ° 7 REPORT MAD@ AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY t ca 
WHICH MADE 


8 8 NEW ORLEANS, LA. 3/16/43 —«|1-28, 29, 30; | 
aes $$$ 7a ee 
ace) s TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE 
eet \. | GaRAID L KENNETH SMITH, with slisses, INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
Gerald L. KS Smith, Gerald L. K“Schmidt; 


CUSTODIAL DETENTION 
THE Oa ST TER OF ONE XILLION. SEDITION 


VK) 









SYNOPSIS O CTs: 





Investigation at Shreveport, La., reflects subject- 


aa resigned as pastor of the Kings Highway Christian 

aes = Church about Feb. 15, 1934, because of political 

oe = activities and dereliction of duties. Washington, 

ee ax, oo D. Ce, law firm conducted investigation at Shreveport 
; FS i 


on subject's activities prior to 1934. 


't 
) 
4y 
ial | 
rt 


All persons 


interviewed could furnish only general information 
on subject and could not furnish anything specific 
in nis cg pect ion with the Silver chi rt Lee on. 





ay of 
$8 
sof fer Bi SAEs 


g ' : campe 
unable to furnish ae intommetisn of value concerning 


SKOITH *S associates » contributors, supporters, and con-— 
tacts. 


LL.ERRED Kb Ustisatee 
- 24UC -) £: 


. os Ss . Report of Special Agent I -« Orleans, La., 
oe dated Aug 


Report of , washington, D. C., dated b 1 
ca January 18, 
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iL INFORMAL! 
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Chest Fund. One of the members of his committee suggested that SMITH 
epeak: before a luncheon composed of the various clubs and groups in 


Indianapolis 
Washington Field 
New Orleans 


1 
f 
ND AW 
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‘SMITH came to 


N 20 e 62-1194 


Shreveport. SMITH spoke before about five hundred people and gave a 
marvelous performance. said he was so enthusiastic about SMITH'S 
ability he had him spe smaller group the following day, at which 
time SMITH gave the very same speech, gestures and all. said he 
then realized SMITH was a ‘ and would have nothing mo with 









the man. Later he learned SMITH was allegedly con- 
nected with t on for the purpose of prosecuting the 
Jews and, being Jewish, refused to speak to SMITH from that time on. 
office one day to ascertain the reason for 
attitude and wnen told him what he thought of him and the 
Shirts, SMITH gaia d received an offer to organize a local chapter 
but that after a week of thought he refused the offer. said he 
did not believe the man because he later confirmed to his isfaction 
the fact of SMITH'S connection with the organization, although SMITH 
did not allow his name to be used and his activities were carried on 


















secretly. was not able, however, to furnish any specific or 
definite i ion concerning the fact of SMITH'S connection with this 
group. 


After obtaining and losing his pastorate of the Kings Highway 
Christian Church anc gaining a bad reputation because of his imnoral 
NG'S-%Snare the Wealth" 


deeds and practices, SMITH joined up with HUEY YES 
society as an organizer, so ais 
SLITH, but HUEY said he realized man was 







Said he warned HUEY about 
good and could not be 
trusted but that he would serve a useful purpose. It was during SMITH'S 
affiliation with LONG that he sued the Hearst interests for libel but 
withdrew his suit after an investigation into nis backgrouna, wiic:. 
proved to be somewhat detrimental. aid the results of tnis inves- 
tigation could be obtained from the SnreVeport law firm of TUCKEx and 
BRONSON. 





- 


attorney at law located in the Slattery 
Building, on January 28, 1943, said he first ran into SIITH when SMITH 
was called as a witness in a case in which a police officer was being 
prosecuted for using third-degree methods on a Negro. SMITH testified 


that the Negro was not harmed, when, as stated, it was very evi- 
dent that the Negro had been badly beaten. er this instance, S}ITH 
attempted to build a name for himself in the community and associate 








witn prominent peo g into politics, neglecting 
nis pastorate, and > alien ven wincticseemiaiton . It was for these reasons, 
according to 
Caristian Chureo 
say so far as 


although these reasonswere not made public and are hear- 
is concerned. 


It wes during this time that SMITH became secretly associated 
with the Silver Shirt «ovement, which movement maue no neaaway in Shreveport. 
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After this he was hired by HUEY LONG as an organizer for the "Share the 
Wealth" movement, which SMITH unsuccessfully tried to take over after 
LONG'S death. It was then that some manufacturers from Detroit, Michigan, 
hired SMITH to go to Detroit for the purpose of breaking up the labor 
unions. 


as : the Detroit law fim of BUTZEL, EAKAN, LONG, 
.GUST, and BI we er of the committee instrumental in getting 
SMITH to Detroit. said he saw a short time ago and from 

S action in the matter ever since. 


he gathered 8 regreted 
stated he furnisn nothing specific concerning SMITH'S activi- 
es but referred \Agent of ___fa further particulars. 















same general information furnished by Messrs. 
did state, however, that SMITH was actively connec 
Klan an tion concerning this phase of his life could 
from attorney and advisor for » located in 

Indianapolis, Indiana. stated further @ was not and is not 
a member of the Kings Highway Christian Church and does not know the 


reaso TTH'S forced resignation. He referred the writer to 
for specific information concerning SMITH é 
was in Shreveport. : 
On January 29, 1943, 


racers ercgcrmenct He Bank 
ng a eon 


DL. K. SAITH for one 
tained as attorney in the matter. 
tact 

































Agel 
As background for this re- 
t, which was an investigation of SLITH'S activities in Shreveport, 
ee SLITH at one time was pastor of the Kings Highway Christian 
urch and was respected and admired by the local citizenry until he began 
mixing into politics, siding with the Huey Long group, and began to become 
conspicuous because of his absences at Sunday services in his church. He 


was warned and then asked to resi e of his dereliction of duties. 
Through the efforts of one » & member of the board of 
deacons of said church, Si was given another chance and reinstated. 


However, soon after, he gave a speech in front of the courthouse, lauding 
LONG and tnen left for Washington, D. C., to confer with HUEY. It was 





e report submitted by one 






Abu 
v” 





afr: 














Aj and asked what he knew about the ors; 


N 0 e 62-1194 


oS LS oS Sy =y ——=— a oO =F ae oe —w sow el 


Washington, D. C., with their arms around each other's shoulders 4 re=- 
porter for the Washington Times-Herald took a picture of them, which 
the editor of the paper ran with the caption: "Long and his bodyguard 
Gerald." About this time, or shortly thereafter, the board of deacons 
of the Kings Highway Christian Church demanded SMITH'S resignation. 


during this time that as SMITH and LONG were leavi ng LONG'S hot el at 








‘SUTTH sued the Times-Herald for libel, claiming as damage the fact that 


he had lost his pastorate. 
J. LAMBRT, Attorney at Law, 


aoe went on to say that WILTON 
senting the Washington Times-He 
to investigate SMITH'S claim. 


rey to Shreveport 
stat ned to take the “ 
depositions of persons interviewed by a: The sin in taking these 

depositions was to prove the following facts: 


(1) That SMITH prior to February ], 1934, had actively taken 
part or participated in political campaigns; 







(2) That SLITH was a political follower of HUEY Pejtons, both 
before and after February 1, 1934; 


(3) That the publication in the Washington Times-Herald on 
February 1, 1934, of SKITH with LONG was not the cause of the resignation 
of SMITH of the pastorate of his church, but on the other hand he was 
compelled to resign because of his activities out of the church and because 
the members of the board of deacons of the church considered SMITH no longer 
desirable as pastor; anc, 


(4) That ona prior occasion SVITH'S resignation had been 
demanded by the board of deacons E action was only rescinded because bie 
of the intervention of ae ; 


In view of the CD cect the return of the 
report submitted by aw. forty-seven t¥pewritten | 
pages, the same has Ograpned and the exposed film nas been for- 


warded to the Technical Laboratory under separate cover with the request 
that the Detroit Field Division be furnisned with two copies of the positive 
prints and the developed negatives. 













17% 
On January 30, 19 was ap 
interviewed by Special Agent said Y 


he knew SMITH very well ano that back in the early 1953's sta H came to 


othing, 
for the purpose of conierr 


ng 
tates that both became members at that time and he saw SMITH'S 
ership card on the way back to Sireveport. 
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stated his only reason for joining the organization was to find out 
whether or not it was subversive character, and when he found out 
what he wanted to imow he quit. did not reveal, however, what 








he did find. 
As ead report reflects that SMITH had signed 
a ' a contract with the ver Shirt Legion was questioned as to 
2 the existence of said contract but he said he nad no knowledge of the 
di same. In connection with the Silver Shirt movement in Shreveport, 





said there were very few members and the organization soon died 


out. He also | __ did not solicit members for the organization. 











In conclusion, informed Agents he has had no personal contact 
with SMITH for a good number of years, but has written three or four times 
during the past years but,has received no reply. 


atthe eee was interviewed 
etaten Skim i is an intelligent man, 
qd because of his unreliability and his un- 


on January W, 
smart as a whip, 


| ct truthfulness. In opinion, SKITH was a good man to have on 
ae your side if handled properly and SMITH fitted in well with tne HUZY LONG 


regime because of nis oratorical ability. While minister of the Kings 
Highway Christian Church, SMITH indirectly conveyed to his parishioners 
the fact that ne favored HUZY LONG. The people of Caddo Parish were 
almost one hundred per cent anti-LOwG at that time ana told him to go 


ie = easye About a week after tris, a notice apseared in tue .ocal paper that 
ae S. ITH woule caxce some surprising statements in tne courtnouse. — 
ones stated the piace was jammed and SLITH gave a speech eulogizing LONG whic 


was received with such success and ovation he immediately borrowed money 
and went to ‘jasnington, D. C., to aseociate himself with LONG. Tni 

wh e picture was taken and he sued the washington Tines~erals 
alia: ne was a LONG man and believed in HUZY and therefore knew 
aDOUt , and his money spending. SLITH always demanded money for the 
payment of his bills and the demands were made at such times that it vas 


impossible to refuse his request without causing the LONG party some en- 
barrasement through adverse publicity. 





y ber 


further stated ne does not believe SMITH was immoral 

in his conduct or that his son was illegitimate, but that the people of 
Louisiana, especially those in Shreveport, woulda do most anything to 
destroy a faction or member of the LONG regime. stated also 
- that he does not believe SMITH is engaged in ing subversive, nor 
gg that he had apy connection with the Silver Shirt organization in Sareveport. 
mat However, stated SMITH bears watching as he loves power and money 

and publicity. was of the opinion that if the United States 
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eR rapes ratte, 
m::*: he received sudh a letter when 
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began to lose the war and it started to look like the beginning of the 
end S.TTH woulda do, his utmost to get on a foreign-inspired band wagon 
to further his own {nterests. 





February 1, 


power of speech and oratory can move heaven and earth, Aint he is a hero- 
worshipper and will hitch is wagon to the brightest star and ride until 


‘the star fades. ‘When SMITH was pastor of the Kings Highway Christian 


Church, he began to mingle into politics, siding with HUEY LONG, who was 
pretty much despised in Shreveport. SMITH recognized the fact that LONG 
was an up-and-coming figure in the political world and could not contain 
his thoughts and views from his parishioners, who resented the fact they 
had a pastor who dabbled in politics. Along with this, SLITH was an 
organizer. He loved to organize people into factions, especially when 
there was money involved. He ‘old at one time that he had met with 


+> | A om fe} Vhals o 
tne leaders of the Khaki and Silver Shirts and was working for them. For 


all of these and other insignificant but aggravating reasons, the board 
of elders of the Kings Highway Christian Church, 
fired and demanded SLITH'S resignation. 
or town at the time the elders met, so SMITH sousn s aid in attempting 
advised SLITH to request a meeting of the 
board, at which | aol the elders had for 












refused to 0 any See . Ss epped to the front 
giving a very elocuent and soul-stirring plea, wrapping the elders around 
nis finger, and thereby gained nis job back. 





stated that he later ascertained that the reasons for 
this first firing of SLITH were because SMITH was mixing into politics, 
went on mysterious trips which kept him away from the church for long 
periods of time, and because of stories that got back to Shreveport of 
his immoral conduct on these trips, which conduct was unbefitting a min- 
ister. 


After this, SLITH came out in the open in his support of HUEY 
LONG, continued to absent himself from the church and became very derelict 
as far as ministerial duties were concerned. In addition to this, he began 
to incur large debts with various merchants and persons in town, and was 
fired again on or about February 15, 1934, this time with a lasting effect. 
This last termination of employment was not the result of the publicity 
SMITH obtained through the Washington Times—Herald, 






f the Silver Shirts, which letter is mentioned n 





e 
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in which solicited his membership, stating that GERALD SMITH 
and his wife, together with other prominent citizens were members. 
has attempted to find this letter amongst his files on 
occasions, but has been unsuccessful to date. He stated he 
would continute to search for the letter and if the same was located, 
it would be immediately brought to the attention of the New Orleans 
Field Division. 









of Centenary College, on February ar 
3, 1943, said he was acquainted with when he was in Shreveport 

and believed SMITH could be a public enemy. stated SMITH is y¥ 
& man absolutely devoid of character with s lity. He has no 
conscience and his only love is himself, in general, related 
episodes that reflected against SHITH'S c d reputation in 
Shreveport, which have been reported heretofore, but could give no specific 
information that would show SITY had subversive tendencies at that time. 
When ne was in Shreveport, SMITH'S only tendency was toward politics and 

then would sell nis side short if he thought the other side could do him 

any cook. CD bac an idea STITH was connected with PELLEY'S Silver 
Shirts, as he received the a: of that organization and understood 





SLITH was the sender. In estimation, SLOTH bears close watching 
as he will do anything tha gain him power and money. 











The following investigation was conducted ty Special Agent 
a. at New Orleans, Louisiana: yr 


The following investigation was conducted by Special Agent bie 


GHEE. 8 een: 
eci a and | 
i at his residence at 


On Februar ) L943 

eis presently employed as a 
pe city of New Orleans, Louisiana. He said that he ir 
first met the sab ieee, GERALD L. K. SMITH, some time during the year 1936 
when the subject and JIMMIE NOE, former governor of Louisiana, were tral 4 
ing the state of Louisiana. in a sey ae So eae 8 sales tax dt b 
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the ils of which are set out in the report of Special 
at New 






ae rire : “ 
A) A age ite 
beep 


ae, . | stated SMITH left the state of Louisiana shortly 
after this, 


ter this, and to Ms knowledge did not return until the latter part 


. of December, 1939, or the first part of January, 1940, when he made a 
three-weeks' campaign in behalf of EARI{ZONG, brother of Hiy Pp NG 
who was running for povernor ¢ Oui sea np 


Ne said that SKITH 1 isiana when this 
ater wrote hin, 
He said that he accepted went to Detro 


oe Oe 
























ep ::: that SLOTH has never confided in him and told 
him anything a s personal affairs, beliefs, contacts, financial 
supporters, or associates. He said that most of SKITY'S meetings with 
1283 supporters and contacts were neld in nis hotel room and that he, 
was never present at any of these meetings. He said he did 
not rec tne addresses of any individuals with whom SMITH associated 
or the names of any of the individuals who arranged SMITH'S speeches in 
e various towns they visited. He said that SMITH'S secretary, BERNIE 
DOMAN, handled all of SMITH'S business and arranged all of his speaking 
“€ngagements. He further informed tnat he does not know the source of 
the subject's financial support, and recalls that SMITH was always com 
piaining about being "broke." He said that HUBERT LUCKER (phonetic) of 


Detroit, Michigan, went with SMITH on his campa jen tours ae the 
presidential campaign of 1940, and that caialiieieat a aes Se 
i was employed by SMITH as a cha EUs ; 





any other information concerning these individuals. He also said 
that SMITH had five or six girls: enployed in his office, but advised he 
Goes not know any of their names. 





caso is a retired Bantiet canietee: 


names of these relatives. 
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He 
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said that to his knowledge the subject has never 
contacted WILLIAM DUDLEY PELLEY, and he further informed that he has 
never heard SIHITH mention anything concerning the Siiver Shirts movement. 
He stated he paid very little attention to SHITH'S speeches but does re- 


ember that SMITH freauently accused the present administration of being 


"warmongers" and made the statement that this country has had "too much yl v 
Roosevelt." yp! 


was questioned closely but did not furnish any 
additional iumformation. He said that he left SMITH'S employ in September 
of 1941, because he was tired of the North and wished to return home. He 
said he had a friend of his in New Orleans send him a telegram advising 
that his mother was ill so that he would have an excuse to leave SMITH. 


He said that SK°TH paid his expenses home and that he has not heard from 
SMITH since that time. 


- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 


N 20 e 62-1194, 


UNDEVELOP2D LEADS 








DETROIT. FIELD DIVISION: 


ae ey 
“tame bia 
ee ie 


AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN: 
as Will intervicw (G of the law firm of Butzel, 
eg Eaman, Long, Gust, a ls, a member of the committee 
whe. 3 instrumental in getting SMITH to Detroit, for any in- 
formation in his possession concerning subject and his 
activities. 


INDIANAPOLIS FIELD DIVISION: 





AT TNDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA: 


wer ae EAL 
Will locate andj ocr ne attorney and 
advisor for or any ormation in his 
possession concerning subject and his activities. 


WASHINGTON FIELD DIVISION: 








AT WASHINGTON, D. C.: 


C0 “RIA . 

Will contact ELTON f. LAMBERT, Attorney, or other 
menbers of the firm of Yeatman, Horton, and Lambert, 
Munsey Building, and obtain information in this firm's 
file concerning the background and activities of SMITH. 


\ i Will contact [ij--—2=-= wae at the New Colonial 
Hotel, 15th anc M Streets, Nef. , to ascertain from 
him what he knows concerning the activities and back- 
ground of the subject. is during the day 
can be located by contacting Congressman JIVMY MORRISON, 
representative from Louisiana. 
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Attention: wr. C, E. Rhetts o- 
, Cf. 
fe 
Re: OKRAID L. XK. SKIT st 


TEX ©MAITTRE CF ORF MILLION 
INT HAL SECUIRITT 
SEOITICH 


For your information, 7 T wish to actwigve that @ cory 

Dg e abore-en titled 
at New Orleans, b 7 
ted to the ifvision 





re 
of Records under date of March 27, 1943. 


























Very truly ycurs, 
John Sdgar Hoover 
virector 
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Washington 
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Re: ‘erald L. i. Suith a 
ithe Comnittee of Cne willion 
Internal Security 





in your memorandum of February 19 and again in v 
your memorandum of ‘‘arch 24 you requested advice as to 
whether Siith's admitted violation of the so-called 
national speed rerulation and his public coments in 
connection therewith could be considered as violative 
of eny Federal statute within the investigative juris- 
diction of the FBI. 





I have asiced ur. cerge to give you an opinicn 
on this subject and I believe you may expect to hear 
from him in the ver: neer future. 
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Mr. %.A.Tamm, ae 
3354 Runnymede Place, NeWe, - rb a 
Washineton, 9.% ‘5 ah ge 
Me 
Dear Sir: / 


The attachel are copies of the original mimeorraphed 
articles put ont by GLK Smith. sent them in with re- 
quest that the originals be returned. 


AS per your letter of Mar. 165th, have arranged with awe 
to secure all informition possible resarding this matter, 


Very truly yours, 
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SEDITION 
Dear Sir: 





I am writing you again with reference to this case in order to 
reiterate my great interest in the investigation of this subject. 


In ay letter of February 8, 1943, I outlined the contents of two 
rather lengthy memoranda received from the Department concerning this subject, 
particularly as to the desire of the Department that the investigation of 
this case be continued under the theory of the Sedition Statutes and the 
Federal Corrupt Practices Act. My letter designated certain specific itens 
of informition desired and also outlined the genpral pattern which this 
investigation should follow. 


om Recently other officials high in the Government have expressed 
> interest in the activities of Smith and I think it should be quite clear to 
rri n= you that the Bureau must be in the position of being appropriately advised 
=" as to all phases of his activities. I want to take this occasion to again 
“Se um impress upon you the absolute necessity of your personally supervising this 
fr) matter and seeing that this investigation is afforded most thorough and 
. 2 vigorous attention. 


. Tolson : 












Clecs Cover his out of town appearances, as I stated in ay letter of halal sa 8) 
“andthe investigation at Detroit should primarily follow the far. : 


ao “by-evidence or information from other sources which is o such a nature aa: ce i. t 
+ 788 —eoekd be introduced in testimonial form if prosecution js. te = 
‘r. Nichol@ubsect at some future date. The services of (RiRicumnmem = £ : 
- Rosen_aot be so helpful in so far as the Federal Corrupt Practices phason of the= =. 
'. Tracy gase is concerned but as the Department has repeatedly expressed great interest” 
. Curson{n Smith's activities as a candidate for public office, this phase of the 


ir. Warbo igation should. not be overlooked. § 
St. Hendon ae 
VieCuire in acecrdancé’ saith by instructions set forth in Bureau itta dated 
| Mumford h 22;.1943, @ further report in this case will be expected at ae , 
Mr. Pince irenu ponetine during forthcoming week. =. go? 
ca . . “Sie a oe ef is oH 2 ne b. :t e ’ 4 
ees Vr. Quinn Tart * \ Very truly yours f\; ae fa, He 
Oo Mr. Neuse 7 Sl, ee at ee 
a atl. XN os Picye can Neo pe eae be Ooo J : + St a, a ? 
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Mr. Geayin 
United States Department of Justice he Mec 
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DATE gL de , BY=e- ‘ramer 
MEMORANDUM FOR UM FOR Tih DLN atTOn ~McGuire 


























et ee Mr. Harbo 
Bit sti Ge: Re oa on Mr. Quino Tamm __ 
Gan COL lo ob Ck Ont uur oa Tele. Room 
CLULT GON Mr, Nease 
Miss Beahm 
in recent haga the Departmeat has evidenced considerabie Miss Gaaody 
interest in tnis czas As you will recail, under date of Murch 25, 1943, 


tue President aan cece a memorendum to you requesting advice as to wnet action 
was being taxen in comnection with the activities of Smith. The President's 
fenorandun vas accorsanied by a copy of tne deren, 194%, issue of the New Yorx 
olicetica "The nour," wauicn is devoted crincipally to a discussion of Siitn. 

A ceLazliied me.orendun setting forta infornation as to Smith's buc.zrounc ana t..e 
nureau's investigatio. of nis activities, as well as a cover letter eavising of 
toe Devartment's evalustion of tne informatio. deveioved, nas been orepaveda for 
transsittal to the Wnite House. 


As you will recali, Ssith is « forner minister and ct one tine achieved 
woou bit of Soublicity cos a suoccssan for the late Huey Long win as a pert of tre 
Wie ticel nacaine. Foliloving Long's denise anc an unsuccessful ettesrpt to 
icentirty nicself with the renments of tre Long tachi..e, Smith went to kew York 
P aeter to Detroit, where he for.red an organizativ. anowa es "Tae Con itvee ot 
Jne Wisiioa." 
—_ 
its inceotion the ennounced surscose of "The Coumittee of One “illion" 
wes tuat of conmbutting forces advocating communism. Leter, witn the coming of 
tue European war, Suith snifted iis poiicy to that of advocating ‘strict isolationisa 
ana directliug criticisa against the Advinistration's policy of essistinz tne 
Allied governments. ita the involvement of the United States in the war, Omitn / 
ésein altered nis policy and bDecane concerned princivelly with criticizing the 
Adainistration's allecsed endceevors to "enslave tne peoosle" as a rescit of the 
exizencies occasivuea by war. Witnin the past year ne has cnaracterized te cask 
Govermiert as approacaing a dictetorship ana has been purticularly dcenunciative 
oF woat ne is »lessed to cali the AGministration's efforts to for. a super world 
‘st®te dowin:.ted Oy Grease britein, in widicna tie United States is & mere e:.tity. ars 


_» -ERAPTNTE £ ES» be ale Lf 7 fs -2a' 
a A Althousa Snith bogs” thet he nas a following of ti Adaiiol Sls, “92 


At a €4rs tist "The Committee of One Villion" is reelly not an orga:igetion as 
‘such out is merely 4 cieciun toroush wc! Salta as an inuividual overates. He 


aubiaenes a a magazine called "TneWross and tie Flag" ana«gre AER Ly MRCS 
' molic adaresses, so1e of wnich ere broadcast over radio “Stetions. ie 

-has cuite a larze mailing list and it is known thet he receives @ clue J 
siuerable aout of contributions fron menbers of the pubrice” It appears {, 


merece \ 
OV srranv avens « N- ‘ 


oo eo 
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‘e-a%. for tre Dir. ctor , aire ae 


thet ne claims ali of tre inaividuals wno are on nis “eibling list ére a vert of 
"Pre Committee of One Million." In any event, his ciain of a folloving of trree 
million is grossly exag’erated. 


Last sumser Saltn sournt tie heoyiwolican nonin tion for u. S. cenator 
ura the Stete of icnizan a:q altnouzt; vue was unsuccessful ne Gid receive 
é.oroxicetery 120,000 votes. Even ufter tins defeat, he insisted on coutinuiny 
“is caapaizn in the generel election in November es a eae candidete. In 
t e vove ‘ber election, ne wes badiy aelfezted, receiviut less support tazni ne did 
bn tue ordinary, cana wien. 

S.itats aost recent enaeavors nave been in conuection with an etvcenot 
to forma a third oolitical party on a netionat scule. Tnis pert: is callea tre 
America First Purty and Smitn has indicated ne be.ieves its sbriacipval supuo:'t 
can be arawn fron cersons vino vere formerly wenbers of tne now defunct A.werica 
Fisst Couaittee. Since tue first of tne year Smith nas traveled ratrer 

obtensively throushout tre nidaie west end has mace a number of speeches atvoceting 
tye Aneric: First Party. The solic, of such a pert; as Conceived by Suitn wouwd 
be very sinilsr to the seneral wuroses aud su 


sLicy of 'The Comwiituvee of Goe .illion." 
AS indicated previously, it 1s -noin th:t Smith receives consicerabie 
iinéenclal concributiois fro: sexsbers of tie cublic. Iver so, tie scare of nis 
Ofcréetious auring tie oest year wes surficients, exte.:sive to i:cicete tuet ne is 
rece ving siceavie fina.cial contributions, the regularity of woich s.wrests tuet 
tiey vney not cone fron aerbers of tre subiic. In this connection Anforsction nas 
beer received thet Smitn is peing finances by officisis of tie Ford fotor Comezm. 
Aowever, it snouls be observed tart tails inrorsetion nas veen received fio. 
initoruénts a.d it is sob besed oi Cucune.ter, evicence anc at orisent it is uot 
in sien for: es to te susce»tic Sie to wroof. 


Eeztinuing eerly in 1942, tue Eureau hes from time to tine sent cosideracle 


Livormation to tue Tescrtment relictive to Snith's activities. Initially tis 
« . - ' my 
inrorsstion wes referrea to tne Speciai her Policies Unit. so.ever, on February <v, 


-~ t- 


Lote, the Criminzl Division incic:.ted an interest in being furnished with tre 
results of tne investiz:-tion and us untii recectly tae inforsetion develorec has 
teen referred to tne Criminel Division. 


Frov tine to tiie tne Crisiinas Livision acsanowleuzeu tne Liforievion 
received from the bpurecu aid o¢casivo ually acvancec sugzestions as to certein 
enecific infornetion aesired. These cco.wunications on tne vert tne Crimine 
Civision cid ladicate a cefinite interest in the investigation cf Smith but at 
no time cid tne Crinincl Vivision indicele thet it was considering prosecuting 
S2ith. In December, i942, a me orandun wos received from ur. Jaies howe, Jr, 
wilt comnents to tne effect tuet the Attormme,; General wus interested la the Cult 
use. Tnls we .orandwa recuestec thet the bureau continue its investiraticn and as 
in tre case of tne neworanda previousiy received from tue Criminel vivision, 
eGyencea certein sgecific sugcgestio:s as to infor.ction dCecirce. In answer to 
tis vecorandui, tAe bureau on Teceaber 25, 1942, addressed & consunicatioa to 


cowe 


‘rh. howe recuestins: nis advice cs to wheter vrosecution was anticipated agsinst 










28: 9a LOM Tse. DiPecpsr -2- 
S ita erd if so the tneom or statutes uncer w ica such siosecution was 
anvicinatec. 


On Janu uEry Sy a7 gy ws hone in recly to tae Bureaus tesorendun 
sts ier boat alt. ari ciita's soseeckes acd subilcationsapproacn very closeiy to 

loa they do not actually amount to é violation of te Seaition 
is rezard ire Rovne eee 2 tint Saitn seems to neve veen ciite 
sto "the eyvteit to wich he cculc sefely -o in tris airectio.." 
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TT. £ ONE, Wrever, exoresced te soinicn tusrt due to Gndtht Wwive-seale 
wotivities Lie Inve vligetion should be continued alonz tie Lines of an inouliy 
uncer the Secitior sade ue further requested trat & particuler endecvor be 
mace t> Ceternine wnethes Smith has at eny time maintzined any connection or 
association with Axis r eG ea ees or adnerents. 


e.o0.te; cricr to tue receict of tne nesorensiun fron i'r. :one, os 

Hee el 1 er Policies, Usit. Pecuestec. tiet. en. civestisction Le unieercsce: for tne 
aaur_tse (f aetersi.uinz wiether Gritn properly couplied vita the urovwisions sf tne 
rederel Corruat Practices Act ia con ectio; wit. nis prisury anc write-in 

Ca iy4inS in ‘tienigan. In this regard, tre Soecicl wer Policies Unit pointe out 
tract inforvation cevelopea by the Burs<an suggests tent Onmith's can seize: fuad ie ort 

s rec iiren o, trie fichigen Gencrel Biectioi Laws aay neve Bee falsified. 
heietive to Sritn's write-in caiyeiea, tue Svecigi vas Policies Unit polntice o2% 
Set. Sf Se eee Behan eg 2. Veer cere Ancol bee Sen ie OL tee Feceral © OP Pas 
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Keo ONL PELUESteG Viet Cousveve Tiporket cl GS to- The errc. = 
candidacy sua t:e sé .orts Pilec by him be develowvea. 
ted an interest in hevin: tiis vrese of tre investigation 


stances sirr 
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resting pn:ce of tnis cace lies in tie fact tnet emith is 
fc ne nas in nis files ebetied Lnforseticn whien involves 
ion of Huey Lonz. Inioiavi wh ss to this cain 
course of Se Lave tue case entitled 








; Snith tad told hiu se hus orooz tact 
ssessinetion of Loug aid re, Satu, woule 
Qivilse t:is inforsation ‘wblicly 1. ue were ever proceeaed against criminally tz 
tre Fecerai: Governrent. inrod, you rill recal., is currently uncer inaictment 
ia tne District of Colunoie for sedition and it Ls xnown that Suith and \Vinroa 
neve long been close friends. Tnis yarticular infornati-n nas vreviously been 
rérerred to tne Waite uouse aid to tue Deosartvent. 
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Yieso for tne Lirector me fy. me 


The Attorney General nas several tines indicated an interest in tis 
case and you will recall that on October 29 be 
steterent concerning Smith prevared by one 
at one time had close connections with 
yeurs served 
















Tris statement was prepared 

or publication in tne New York nevwsvaver "Pi" and dealt in detail 

itr tne verious activities of Smitn, particularly in connection with his 

associat ins with officials of the Ford Motor Voiipany. hed previ_usly 

been interviewed by the Eureau on a nunbei of occasions aid always refused to 

aivuige inforration concerning nis knowledge of Smith. However, ne ap ,arently 
invended to sell tris statement to "Pui." For some reason "Pii" did not publish 

it but referred it to the Attorney General. b7 


4) 


uy 
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Prior to the receivt of tris statement from the Attorney Gereral, yp? 
during the early part of October, 1942, appeared at the Detroit office 

and in an interview, in contrast with previous contacts with him, furnished 411 
ot the informeticn set forth on the statexent made available by the Attorney 
Generai. He was closely wuestioned as to the allegations made by him put he 
wes unable to furnish any documentary evidence cr other informetion acceptable 
as evidence ten to show a direct tieup between Smith and the Ford iiotor Conoany. 
Although nad an unsavory re pubaticn, it night have been possi CU Le to 
utilize hin. es a witness | acti: = ity Sth 
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or tie fact thet tre Attorney Gener as | onaliy inverested in the seater ent 


referred to "2." by oe 


In view. of the otential ramifications of tis case, it is being given 
careful investigative attention a.d tne closest supervision. A technical 
surveiilance nes been in progress since May, 1942, ai.d considerable informetion 
nas been cevelowed through this meais. At the present time tis technical 
surveillance is being followed end ail Smith's publications and speeches are 
being cereful ly coverec. All of the informeticn developed is being promotly 









wea wa Waste wae 


referred to “ rowe of the Department and tne case will continue 46 receive 
tiie closest atteiticn. It is of interest to note that eight resorts have 
been referred to tne Departivent since tne receipt of ur. howe's menorandum on 
Jinuary 8S, 1942. 


Attached to this memorandum is a summery memorandum setting fo1th 
aetciled infoimetion cs to Sxith's bacxground and previous activities. 


Respectfully k-—~ 
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cary ALL INFORMET SN, SORTRINED 


Cpa mein Dre emer or cea in rary! Ae nip: 
~ HERE GEES UNuLne IL 
Peveaal Sistor’ and bee~7zroumd 5 
| © DATE__-/c/ez__ BY se-narouc- 
Gevala Lyctan senneth onith, better known aS Geraid i. Kk. Sinith, 
vce born during Februer,, 129s, at ore ae le, ¥iscuisin. he ettenced bitier 
Serinary 2t Indianspoits, Inciane, and later was graducted fron Viloaraeiso 
U iversit. (Indiana) wiere ne vursued a course in theslogy. Saith's a.tecedenis 
ne ay wale Were 1.1 no Way unusual and ere of no varticnier inter-.st. 


After leaving collece, Smith toox up active auty as é& tinister ana 
successively neld pastorates at Footviile, ineconsin, at the Ceventh Street 
Christian Cnuren of Indianapolis and et tne King's Highway Church of Shrevevo:i, 
Louisiana. 

Prior to essuning nis ziristeriel duties at Onreve ort, v:itn's 
evlivities were retner conservative aid of a trove ensracteristical y befitting 
sme in the ministerial professisa. ilowever, waile in Louisiass, ne becaie 
diterestea in the Late Huey Lougts "Snere the healta" woveneat and cventualiy 

extendes tris interest to the ooint of activery and openly purbtici,-stine in 


volitics as un adherent of uonzs. Atte:.cant wublicit; evo-ea te dis s.e_s4re 
—, of tie Eiders of nis chure:, eventuallyresulting in Snita’s disniseal daria 
ALE dee: JPOn oy ine: Lone ts: Gest, bitte «Sheaves to tees ity BY ef wibn vue 
Te ties of tae Loag ae iulie bat bet.z wisvecesefa. in tiuis teft Loutsicue 
Li Ly2/ cad cane to uev York wiere 2€ attenpted to orzeiize a: association 
Scene VTi Coco ttee of (One saline” Tis--ef Tort aes usiraitin:.. Dare 
the follovwin5 year he moved to Detroit were he nes since peen loceted. 


; rca reorgeciztec "The Comnittce of Ine “Sillion" es an 
ete iceq for tre svursese of co. batting the menace of Coiiinisue" 
LIS sy. en Sifted nis volicy, auvoceting tae isdietionist viewvolint, 
ce the invoivesent of tue United States in war ne nas busied «iuseit 
erliacipaliy in Girectirs criticise: to the Acainistretion's wer effsit end 
way LE LS 1éésed to cnarecterite as tre Ad isistration's efforts to e.jisieve 
tie Jnited States es an entity in an Internéetional ttate aounistca by Great 


OY LLG Lite 


More debtuisea coiweédnts are set fortn subsequeitivy as to Suita's 

connect tn vita Huey Long and his activities as tre orzanizer of "The Connittee 

oF One «li lion," but it is of siznificance to observe tiet it appears tret tue 
tursing ay of Snithts Lite dates from ‘is associzaticn vith nuey Long. Frivor 

to tict tive .e wes the usual tyre of Minister concerned with ,roblers incidental 
to nis ie However, it seecs titt his particisetion in tre "Sne.e tre .ecitn! 
nove nent fired is aibition to the exteat of se.f visueiizetion of nince.f es & 
Cochisnb politice: figure. Fetus uwneuccewsful in associating mibeself wit Loiud!’s 
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SUCCESSOrs, ne NaS @ssereuwti cuntinued ‘is areex of Voliticai promineice 
polo. S ef oats oe connectlcon ae his so-caliec "Coinittee of One siilion." 
The feet treat he etits evaluites nimself es an inciviceei sof at lecst potentiel 
csitical significance, is er ceee ts by tue fact tet . has oftea deaciebee 
i .e€Lf in conficertial conversations as being lixely "Presi 
an an effort to further aurcent Lis political ea a..0 
e-ith sowht noaiiition eas Pesublicen cancidete for United St 
tee Stete of Sicliscs ari: tue suncer of Liz: This caaseic 
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Snitn's personal iife apsesrs to be normal. He is vw: é ves ith 
28 wire, enc has o1e si, ebout trenty years of aze. his wire is said to be a 
wLstent relative of 2 ‘ir. Sorensen, céscribed és an official of tne Fore .otor 
COELY « From tine to tinue stories neve been circuleted ettrisuting Laprovrieties 
to Saith in connection with nis associations With woaei sbuer then sis wiie. 
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BOVEVED, Obi ag factuat 15 «now to substantiate these stories. 
pCULVit es rrior to. 1933 

weile serving és castor et tue viug'’s visine; Chiseh eevee Sit, 
POLLS By ae wn, bree i irteve: de Ie Ge Tones Mee Ge Geo Goats. - 1.8 
cvertuzlly met Long aid S911) ' toerceltes there cévelo.ed, ectucling to coith's 
Cee et ag Mo CLOSE 32 2 fey Epoercei Gg Deter “tot ese. 1 2S Ger tel, 
Bigies EES, ety Lucwcerter, eu Lasting Dvr a .erioa ol Scveiiti pears, Coiite. 
Sr Sie Gue “ection C2 One Os woe Pe Ces 2 euler bes- “hit Sura bai Be 
gero.e te cescribe t:ig relatic:.sci, as a cerscial onc, severe] versors Vio nere 
cloce to Lois at tie tine stele tat Loag veda Llitile ersoneld regal'd for v.sith 
WC apparentiy evelusted hia as being uutrusty ortay and cishonest. These persas 
stete that Long wee rerely utilizing omith's services, exc in t is connection 
2% is snovr treat Long, as weil as otters associated with hia, regerdec Suitn 


6 very Cyncovic @.c soverful wublic sveaner. It appears trat Suith was widely 
usec by the Long creenizetion in the role of @ sublic soeeier for tre "Snare 
t 
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Le vepithn vovenent. It is said tnet Suit’, et one time, receivec as auc as 
«C50 ver vee. fro. tie Long organization as reluburse:.e:.tb ror exjeuses aid és 
ee Ler rs 
acre hes Vee TeECelvec biel. Vile essoctie see 11te toe. Lone 
ove ent, Gaith joined Vilile. udtley Pelley's Silver Snirt orze.izgetion. Not-ing 


qG 
in tue vey “of cocurentery evicence 1S avaiiatie to prove tits newbersnis, Dien 
roece.t ers Suit: hes, on ceveraL occasions, aagiitteca sie Dersnive in tre PelLicy 
nove.ejt. cre states, iovever, thet he joinea Pelle 's orra-izétion neres; far 
ThE ouroose if secur’, g inforsetion in connection with nis pwor.. in benelt of 


duey Lens. 


hitnvstn curlag Huey noactts Li:etine Gaitivas cui outstandil:,  erso..aze 
“a tte Lens wecniie, re pe, iaay lost mis vosition efter te ceuts of uong. It 
bhuwithre thet iis s€rvices wire ecnbinuec tur 2 snort: -erloa of tive by Long's 
f 
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successors, but that ne eventuaily wes disslaced due, eliezedly, to nis 
unto.ara efforts to attein wse.soiel vower. Fy 1927, any influence waic’: he 
a-eviousiy hud nes completely dissipsted unc it wes durirg thet jeer that 
we Left Louisiana for :iew Yorn. 


On srriving at new Yorx Ssitn attewutec to orga.ise @ group “now 
as "Tne Comittee of One Sillion." Accordi:g to tre self BNMnOUNCEeG Cur OSes 
tTOLS Orpenreetior 2te primar; ecticern wee taet of os vetteng the forces or 
Cocsunisa. However, caith's efforts in wew York met with Little success, éE::¢ 
Lead | iY” ti 


16é extent ot ceasi.g Le activities aaa 
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Towere t:.€ ena of is stay in Loulsiana, Suath's vserso.al reputation 
é,perenti- suffered to some extent. On sioverber 3, 1.56, oe Wes arrested 


“3 d 
Ney Orieens Police Desert..eit on a charge of aving cisturced tre ceace in tn 
“using of obscece languese in es mbdlic place. wepurtecsy tuls a:iest resu.tec 


s mot, 


whos receiving a susseicec sextence of iece aio tea days. 


Tae ape re 


During 173¢ anc 1927, Sauith tac &1so Llivvolved as a pleintit? in 
severed Coa and sisicer c+ses. Truese ceses vere a; ppEr en of minor 


Zupertance, vut tie consensus of osinion apoeurc to be thet ©. ath's re, uteticn 


suzlered move tnan cid the rewutation of those who: he sougnt to sue. 


CyvVrert: pet vitoes 
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SH ae Re une 2 SSC rece. Sas SS , cb Gia ok an EC CLELE SY Seb Guu 

to 1esrsiuize tic defunct "Cor.dtice oF GQaie Jlilion." nm tris cunmnectiou ne 
cistribiteca consiceratle amounts of literature designating tine sursoses of 
"Tne Comittee sf One .iliton" as folionss ' 


ae «To rebuild tie spirit of Averica. 


fe To vice out the Lest vertises of Communisa, Nazisn 
i Fascias: 24 611 foiums. 


*. Tne redefinition of tre snerican WNetional cnaracter. 


i. Thre Bie reas mn of a nev Spirit in Aterican )outn, 
Gecdicatedc to tie caintenance of Auerican institut_lons. 


5. To issie a cail to farmers and Leborers to resist wnat 


is now “nov. es an internationel plot to involve then in 
a world revoiut lon. 


ce To redecicete tre citizenry of Averica to the fe siiy 
clter sad to the suirit of the courch. 


7. > secure tue naluteasiuce of 2 velit Gefliied stancera 
of bocrtean Livirnj. 
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Other Litereture of "The Committee of One illion," sought perticuleriy 
Lo stress tre activities of titis organization in corbatting Communist influences. 


Vith the coaing of the Euroween war in 1929, Smith snifted tre policy 
of "The Committee of One Villion" to tat of promoting the cause of isolation- 
is . In verdlous pieces of litsratu:c distrisuted curing 1929, 1620 and igqi, 
né was especially criticel of tne Aauinistretion's yo.ricy of rendering assistance 
to the Allied sovernments. 


Siace tue involvetent of the United States in the war, Satn as 
etuyin siaruea nis coltc; as well at thet of "The Coniliee of One ciilion" to the 
aivection of criticis: azainst tne Adiinistration's efforts in prosecuting tne 
wer. He was not cuestioned tne necessity of winning tne war, but on tne other 
na. dy in verious of nis  vubiicetions, as well as nis supiic utterances, nas 
oeen Cereful to lev stress on tne necessity of tie veople's aiuhis ane assisting 
in every way in defeatl:g America's foes. 


llo.evelr, he ges edvencea contentions tret the vresect ACwLuistia 


ie using tue war es en excuse fur désriving tiie svubiic of its just 1 Lec. 
c€ nas also freely voicea criticisn egainst wnat he nas been cisoosed to chiractéir’ 


ws te Ac#inistratiom's efforts to reduce tie Unites Stetes to a vere entity in z 
od interne tionéi state Guniceated by Greet srivein. 


“ 


Snith cé:ries on tie wors of "The Cousittee :f Jae Jlalisn" taro.jn 

‘<2io broadcasts over Stati ww. et Detroit, tore Gistribsetion of sitesautuce, 
a to POCR Ate .ubiicet on of 2 Sonboiy mere eine .tmn vee "Tue Cress 22.0 “toe 
Mace! “RL tGOb ch CFL: C2eic tint Mae Gori tree SF One cil lon" nes @ 
foliovinzg of three million serscns, it evvezre tiat "Tie Coun .tiee of ue 
ile sca" 2s. reeliy cot: da Giigation @s such, a.d is nerery @ nuse usea by 
Sth. JS-ita, of cource;, Cocée huve & ratier serge tailing List, aca it seci.s 
thet we uevsons wo ceceive his Literature aid waxe occasionel finernciél 
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conztiens to wha o.e consicered by Smith as being nexmbers of tie Comnittce. 
ING! fies ae inforcetion tnadicetss tiat S:ith's clain of turee miilion rollovers 
ig zmrossly exescerated. 


Ferly in 1°42, Snith sought te esteblish another orgenizetion snow <s 
UTne Inner Circie." As sugsestes by its née, this sroup wes cescribed by 
€ ith es consisting of the rore prominent ana trustwortiy wenoers cf tie Cozdittee 
of One “illion. He announced the formation of this group through tie cistributicu 
of siteruture callinse for the do.ation of ecditional funds ana it appears tiet 
its ourposes were tie sare as those of "Tue Cowittee of One villion." Accorcin; 
to me rvition received, "The Inner Circle" it no z.ole of a reai orgeniz-tiun 
tren "Tue Committee of Que Jillion" end was c:nceived aid used by Saath .uerely 
Tor tie sursose of collecting addit!....21 money froz: persons on «is weiling iist. 
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Turing tne summer of ighe, Snitn sougnt tne Reputiican nomination 
ior tne position of Unitea States Senetor from the State of ichigan. He 
mace a mumoer of soeeciies a:d co:.ducted quite an active camuéign and in the 
vYinery election received anvroxinetely 120,000 votes. Altnoush tiuis was not 
suf icient for noninetlon, poiiticai observers were of the opinion that Suith 
had mace @m unusuelly good showing. Even after this defeat, Smith continued 
his candicacy in the genuer:.1 election in Novenber, i942, when ne projected 
ninseélf as a write-in caicicate. de was or daly Sagecas in tne generaéi eiectiur, 
“i's following being less tian in the primaiy canvaisn. 


Lete in i942, Snith vubliciy announced tne inteation of forming a 
tuira voliticel party o: a netionel scele. The propose’ platfor: for t.is 
hee 6S aunounceco, was Si-iicr to tnet advanced oy onitn in connection witn 
nis work @s leacer of "Tne Co mittee of One tillion"” and it is uncerstood 
iat Snitn 1opes to yein sup vo:rt from members of the now defunct "Averica 
rst Cowrittee." In recent months, Smith has toured the Middle Weet and 
Ss uece a number of sseecues in various cities, cutlining “is oie for a 
bird voliticel perty. recently, ne nas indicated tet it nay not de necessary 
to forn tris o.arty if tae Resuclican and Deuocretic Parties "present a real 
issue" for tie 1944 Presicential Election. 
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ft verlous tires within recent yeers it nas been resorted tuat cerbtein 

st tre Fora ‘iotor Coupeny are interested in Suitn anc nave colléetoratec 

be exte nt of furnisiiag nim informetion usec in so. e of :is feveecicc 
on "The Crocs anc tie Fias." 


connection wait. nis Various @>vearences &8 a public s.ea.er Suith 
née ebbiliec tii S rcoutate sn of bei:g a very effective ao forceful sceaxer. 
fatrouzn né is soneniet Ouv.bustic, e.a at tines givei. too freeiy to overempnasis, 
1t does m@Mh# aooe:r tnct ne is an unusually yoou specter anc thet ne is effective 
in iafluencing auciences. So € versers nave describeu ni as among tne foresost 
“uulle sneexers of the Ga;. 


It is of interest to note tnat Smith's suotication "The Cross ana tne 
Flas" wee néuec, alorig with a nusser of otuer publicetions, in indictvents ire- 
curned in the District of Coiuncia on July 21, 1942, ana Januery 4, 19835 
cierging twenty-eight anda thirty-four ceréeudaits respectiveiy wita having 
eéatezed in a consoiracy to violate tre Sedition Statutes. These indictments 
heave pertinence to tie case yoouleriy referred to as Unitea States vo. ueréia 4H. 


hinroc, et el. Aitioush Smith's publication was mentioned in the sncictaernt, 


oS Ceiling one of « number of cublications tirownout tie country waien hes cou~ 
tiibutca to undernsining tre loyalty ana morule of tue Aruwed Forces, neituer 
Siithe nor the ~ub_icétion were namec as defendants. 
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Date: April 5, 1943 
Tos SAC, Detroit 





From: J, Edger Hoover = Director, Federal purcau of Investigation 


. 0 
Subjects GERALD L. £. SMITH 
®Committea of One Million® 
INTERNAL SECURITY = SEDITION 


Reference is nade to the Burveu letters of January 18 and February 
13, 1943, wherein you were requested to contact appropriste officials of the 


Ford ¥Yotor Company. for the purvoze of securing informstian aa tn tha Aatatiia 


— oes wee SS Oe ee Se TOES VES Se ULF S w e 


surrounding rip to Indianapolis, where he was, at 
apperen conducting some type of invostig:.tion in 
epeny, You were further requceted to make a general 
ce amonir hin fr Meer, n ARH OCIALem IF) Croer 



















You have previously been info 
@ Deperteent bas specific uss 3 complete inquiry be nade 
as to t:e circumstances surrounding 





Although your letter of Janunry 18, 1913, set forth certain liaited 
information having pertinence to this inquiry, it did not cover: all of the 
inforaztion desired by the Bureau an! the Department in this satter, Please - ~~ 
see to it thet this phase of the investigation is oa pleted as soon as possible 
and that the Bureau ia informed of the sults by letter . 


ae Sa == Ss SS See ee we -, av rvs @ 


With further reference to the Bureau's letter of February 8, 19h3, 


. Tolsekeroin, in part, you were requested to institute am investi:ation of subject's 

. B.A. schhvitics as a candidate for public office under the Federal Corrupt Practices. 

. Clegéct, pertinent portions of a subsequent aenorandus received from the Depsrtzent _. 
. Coff&encerning this pnase of tho investigation, are quoted for your -infornation-#" 











Me, Gav fellows pm 22 ¢, Nb2-YB fle 226 

Wr. Ladd ° were GA =4 24 f— 2.2.8 a G f one 
Nichola... kHd8 refers to my previous aenorandum qeece lpr, queshingtpertagnens) 
Roren  ANVeatigetion to escertain whether or not Saith wha s candidate at we 
tracy” a tehigan genoral election for senator in 19h2, required J f 
Carson wratement of campaign contributions and experiitures th a lt 
7 ren’o——terrupt Precticea Act of 1925, Since the dispa a ae 
; Harbo____geith hes filed an account, in the Office of the Secretery of the Senate, 
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”” ethe omissions in the statesent, taken with Saith's / . seek 
Genial that he was @ cardidete in a letter filed therewith, |... 4: 
F suggest tat he does not admit hie candidacy; notwithstanding 


this quotation from fhe Cross and The Flag for Decenber, 192, <= °° 
page 6: "X sought the Senate #5 an independent sticker candidate®, ©. 

It is therefore requested that you contime the investizstions#e .  - 
anuneeeeato establish the exact facts of Saith's caspaig with a oe 
a view to proving his candidacy. It is aleo suggested thet you ; 
deteraine his sctual contributions and experditures for couparison 
with those set out in his field ststenent, It will also be i 
apprecieted if you will procure and forward tie statesent of ; 
contributions in the primary election requested in the first : 
paragreph of the sexorandum referred to above," 





It is believed that the information set forth in the above moxorandua, — 
will be of assistance to you in your further investigation of thie case, 
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PERSONAL HISTORY AND BACKGROUND 
% 


>, Gerald Lyman waceaal ite, better known as Gerald L. x east hy 
was born during February, 1598, at Pardeeville, Wisconsin, He oe . 
Butler Seminary et Indianapolis, Indiena, and later wae graduated from 
Valparaiso University (Indiana) where he pursued a course in theology, 
Smith's antecedents and early life were in no way unusual and are of no 
particular interest, | 


After leaving college, Saith ei up active duty as a minister 
and successively held pastorates et Footville, Kisconsin, at the Seventh 
Street Christian Church of Indianapolis and the King's Highway Church of 


Shreveport, Louisiana, 


5 Prior to assuming his ministerial duties at dicatenaet- Smith's 

= activities were rather conservative and of a type characteristicilly befitting 
Sy ae one in the ministerial profession, However, while in Louisians, he becama . 
: i interested in the late Ruey Long's "Share the Kealth® movement and eventually 

t extended this interest to the point of actively and openly participating in 

politics as an adherent of Long. Attendant publicity evoked the displeasure 
of the Elders of his church, eventually resulting in Smith's dismissal during 
193k. Following Long's daath, Smith attespted to identify himself with the 
rements of the Long machine but being unsuccessful in this left Louisiana 
in 1937 and came to New York where he attempted to organise an association 
called “The Committee of One Million." This effort was preaches 


the following year he moved to Detroit where 38 = — 
rr RECORS=b-g fe aan let Levee z 










At Detroit, Smith reorganised "The te a fwar 
organisation “founded for the purpose of combatting the menace ogc Commuren.* 
During 1939, Smith shifted his policy, advocating the isglationist viewpoin 
Mr. Tolsghd since the involvement of the United States in war he |haS busf¥a hints Theol 
Mr. E.A.p¥aneipally in directing criticism to the Government's war effort and what 
Mr. Cleghe is pleased to characterise as the Government's effort enslave the Pane 
Mr. Cof{Gnited States aa an entity in an International State d ated by (reat Britain, 
Mr. Glavin , ‘ 
F . Ladd More detailed comente sre set forth subsequen to Smith's — 7 
ae . Nicagonnection with Huey Long and his activities as the organizer of *fnccomittee, 
: . Rose@f One Million,® but it is of significance to observe that it appears that the: 
} 2 Mr. Tracfurning point of Smith's life dates from his esecciation with Huey Long, Prior 
| Loe Carsd) that time he was the usual type of minister concerned with problens incidental 
f Mr. HarbdO Bis calling, However, it seems that his participation in the "Share the Wealth" 
- 
Nee 
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Mr. Hend fired his ambition to the extent of self visuelitation of hinself as a 
M eGuf pRtrant political figure, Being unsuccessful in associating himself =e Long's 
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successors, he has apperently continued his dream of political prominence y 
through hie efforts in connection with his so-called "Committees of Qne Million,.® 


mus fact thet hs st411 evaluates hisself as an individual of at least Pe vSGvaGa 


politicel significance, is attested to by the fact that he has sometimes described 
hinself in confidential conversations as being likely "Presidential timber,” In 


_ . an effort to further augment his political background and potentialities, Saith 


sought nomination as Republican candidate for United States Senator from the 
State of Michigan during the summer of 1912, This campaign was unsuccessful, 


7 Smith's personal life appears to be normal, He is married, Lives with 
his wife, and has one son, obout Seenty years of ace, His wife is said to bea - 
dietent relative of a described as an officiel of the Ford Motor 
Company. From time to stories have been circulated attributing inproprieties 
to Smith in connection with his associations with women other than his wife, How 
ever, nothing factual is known to substantiate these stories, 
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ACTIVITIES PRIOR To 1938 


While serving as pestor st the King's Highway Church, Shreveport, * 
Louisiana, Smith became interested in Huey Long's "Share the Wealth® plan. He 
eventually met Long and shortly thereafter there developed, according to Smith's 
duscription, *a close anc fast friendship® between the two, It is definitely - 
known that shortly thereafter, and lasting for © period of several yearsa Smith 
aesumed the position of one of Long's chief lieutenants, Although Smith is 
prone to describe thie relationship as & personel one, several persons who were 
close to Long at the time, state thet Long had little personel regerc for Saith 
and apparently evaluated him es boing untrustworthy anc dishonest, These persons 
atate that Long was merely utilising Suith's services, and in this connection 
it is known thet Long, es well as others associated with him, regarded Smith as 
a very dynaaic and powerful public spesker, It appears that Smith was widely — 
used by the Long organization in the role of a public speuker for the "Share 
the Weelth" movement, It is seid that Smith, at one time, received as much as 
$650 per week from the Long organization as reinbursesent for expenses and as 
salary, 


Information has been received that while associated with the 
movement, Smith Joined William Dudley Felley's Silver Shirt orga.isetion. Nothing 
in the way of documentary evidence 18 ‘available to prove this membership, but in 
recent years, Smith has, on several occasions, adwitted mexbership in the Pelley 
movenent, He states, however, that he joined Pelley's organisation merely for 
the purpose of securing information in connection with his work in behalf of 
Huey Long, | Pi aes ae aa ee 
Although during fluay Lons's lifetime Smith was an outstanding personage 
in the Long machine, he rspidly lost his positian after the death of Long, It 
appears that his services wer% continued for a short period of tine by Long's 
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successors, but that he eventually was displaced due, ‘allegedly, to his 
untoward efforts to attain personal power, By 1937, any influence which he 
previously had was completely dissipated and it was ‘auring that ope fiat 


*-. 





On arriving at New York paith ey to ence, a ‘gon known 
as "The Comaittee of One Million.® According to the self announced purposes of 
this organisation ite primary concern was that of combating the forces of | 
Communism, However, Smith's efforts in New York met with Little success, and ~ 
reportedly he was disheartened to the extent of oeuene his activities and 
removing to Detroit, Michigan, early in 1938, 


Toward the end of his etay in Louisiana, Smith's personal reputation 
anil suffered to some extent, On November 3, 1936, he was arrested by the 
New Orleans Police Depertmert on a charge of heving disturbed the peace in the 
using of obscene language in @ public place, Reportedly, this arrest resulted 
in his receiving a suspended sentence of €10,00 and ten days, 


-- During 1936 and 1937, Smith was also involved as a plaintire in 
several Libel and slander cases, These cases were apparently of minor 
importance, but the consensus of opinion appaars to be thet Smith's reputation 
suffered more than did tha reputation of those whom he sought to sue, 


CURRENT ‘“CTIVITIES 


Qn arriving in Detroit 1n 1938, Smith almost immediately set out 
to reorgunize the defunct "Comalttee of One Million.,* In tits connoction he 
distributed a considerable amount of litereture designating the purposes of 
*The Comittes of One Willion® as follows; 


1. To rebuild the apirit of Anorica, 


2. To wipe out, the Last vestiges of Comnunisa, Nazian 
and Fascism in all forme, 


*. 


3. The redefinition of the Ancrican Nstional character, 


kh, The installation of a new spirit in american youth, | 
g dedicated to the maintenance of American institutions, 


S, To issue a call to farmers and leborers to resist what net a 
da now known as an international plot to involve then fn aa 
a torld revolution, ae 


6 To redadicate the citizenry of America to the fently 
_ 7° eltar and to the spirit of the church, 


7. To secure the maintenance of a well defined standard 
of American living, 
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-.. @Qther literature of "The Committee of One Million,*® peaght partieularty 
to otress the activities of this organisation in combating Comunist influences, * 


Wen the con ing of the Kuropean war in 1939, Smith shifted ‘the policy 
of *The Comeittes of tne Milifon" to that of promoting the cause of isolationisa, 
In various pieces of literature distributed during 1939, 1910 and lil, he was 
especially critical of the Governnent's ro of meters’ assistance: to he 
allied Governsents, a | i oe : : 
‘3 Og “Since the aicclvanant of the United States ‘tn the ‘var, Smith hes ~~ 

eye agein shifted his policy as well as that of "The Comittee of One Million" te 
the direction of criticism against the Government's efforts in prosecuting 
the war, He has not questioned the necessity of winning the war, but on the 
other hand, in various of his publications, as well as his public utterances, 
has bean careful to lay atress on the necessity of the people's aiding and 
assisting in every way in defeating America's foes, 








However, he has advanced contentions that the Government ie using 
the war as an excuse for depriving the public of ite just liberties, He has 
also freely voiced criticiom avpainat what he has been disposed to characterise 
as the Governzent's efforts to reduce the United States to a mere la in a 
great international state dominated by Great Britain, 


Smith carries on the work of "The Comaittes of One Million" through 
redio broadcasts over Station WIR at Detroit, the distribution of literature, 
and through the publication of a monthly magasine known as "The Cross and the 
Flag." Although Smith claims that "The Commlttee of One Million” has a following 
of three million persons, it sppears that "The Comnittes of One Million® is really 
not an organisation ag such, end is serely s name used by Smith. Smith, of course, 
docs have a rather large mailing list, end it seems that the persons who receive 
his literature and make occasional financial donations to him are considered by 
Smith as being members of the Committees. Available information indicates that 
Smith's claim of three million followers is grossly exaggerated. 





Early in 1942, Smith sought to establish another organization know 
as "Tue™inner Circle,” As suggested by its name, this group was described by 
; Smith & consisting of the more prominent and trustworthy mexbers of "The 
Committee of One Killion.” He announced the foundation of this group through 
the distribution of literature calling for the donation of additional funds, 
: sand it sppears that its purposes were the same ag those of "The Committee of — 
| One Million," According to information received, "The Inner Circle" is no more 
\ of a reel organisation than "The Committee of One Million” and was conceived 
and used by Smith nerely for the purpose of collecting additional money fron 
persons on hie mailing list, | 
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During the sumer of 1912, Smith sought the Republican noniinatson for 
the position of United States Senator from the State of Michigan. He made a 
number of speeches and conducted quite an active ve and in the primary 


| ay? 
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election received approximately 120,000 wotes, Although this was not sufficient 
for nomination, political observere were of the opinion that Smith had made an . 
unusually good showing, Even after thie defeet, Smith continued his cendidacy 
in the general election in Novenber, 1942, when he projected himself ag a write- 
in easaidats, He was badly defeated in the general election, his follow! 
less than that in the primary campsign, I ee 


: Late in 1942, Smith publicly announced the intention of foruing a 
- third political party on a national ecale, The proposed pletform for this - 
Ne - Party, as announced, was similar to that advanced by Smith in connection with | 
eee ed his work as leader of "The Committees of One ¥iliion" end it ie underatood that 
Saith hopes to gain support from members of the now defunct “Anerica First 
Comittee," In recent months, Saith has toured the Middle West and has nade 
ai “. @ mumber of speeches in various cities, outlining his plan for a third political 
party. Recently, he hes indicated that it may not be necessary to form this 
party if the Republican and Democratic Parties “present a real issue" for the 
19k) Presidential Election, 7 





hy, , At various tines within recent years it has been reported that certain 
> ; | officials at the Ford Motcr Company are interested in Szith and have collaborated 
Eig wit a with hia to the extent : Sdebegenr gs him informction used in some of his speeches 
a ae and his publication "Theross and the Flag.® 


In connection with his various appearances as a public speaker Smith 
has attained the reputation of being a very effective and forceful speaker, 
Althoug: he is somewhat bombastic, and at tines given too freely to overemphasia, 
it does appear that he is an unusually good speaker and that he is effective in 
influencing audiences, Some persons have described him as among the foremost - 
public apeakers of the day, 


It 18 of interest to note that Smith's publication "The Cross and the - 
Flaz* was named, along with a number of other publications, in indictments rem 
turned in the District of Columbia on July 21, 1912, and January h, 19h3, 
charging twenty-eight and thirty-four defendants respectively with having en 
_ gaged in a conspiracy to violate the Sedition Statutes, These indictments have 
5 ertinence to the case popularly referred to as United States vs, Corela Ba. 
= \ 7finred, et al. Altnough Smith's publication was mentioned in the dictment, 
“as being one of a number of publications throughout the country which has con~' 
. tributed to undermining the loyalty and morale of the arsed Forcea, neither 
nee nor the publication was named as: a defendant: , 
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Be bree if rte aed 


ge pas to the President — 
The Ehite House 


O washington, co. Cc 
A Dear Marvin: 





is Pecently the I sssident referred to a5 a copy of the Karch 
4@ 19, 1943, iasue of *T. ¥Horr® which fe dgyoted primarily toa dis- 
| cussion of the activi: i of Gerald Le « Seith, of Oetroit, Nichigan. 
5 pa A In reply to the President's inquiry es to what action is 

. being taken in rogard to Suith's activities, I wish to advise that 
- g this individual hae been under careful investigation by this Buresw 
4 for ecre than a year. All of his pertinent sctivities, including 
aa hie public epoeches and publications, have been closely followed and 
all infornstion developed has been referred to The Assistant to the 
Attorney General. He has stated that Srith's activities to date do 
not appear to warrant prosecution, bet has requested that the in- 
vestigation be continued under the theory of the Sedition Statutes. | 
The .asistant to the :ttormey Conoral has also requetted thet in- 
quirles be made to cetermine whetier Sxith violated any of the provi- 
sions of the Foceral Corrupt Practices Act in comection with his 
candidacy for the United States Senate last year. The additional 
so investigation requestod ie presently under way and the information 












2 : developed will be appropriately referred to The issistant to the 
aS i Attorney General. 
. for your more complete inforration there is attached a 2 ze 
nemorandun setting forth « summary of detailed inforeation as to. = 
Seithte background and activities and as to the results of the ine <>. 
, Testigaticn conducted to date. epic 
Fost — ri nS 
Pursuant to the President's request the Lasue of * the Bourt 
- Tokesfarrad to me is returned herewi : TOR 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 








Merch 25, 1943. 


Me.iQRANDUM FOR 
J. EDGAR HOOVER 


\ 





Is anything being done 





about this? Please return ror ny 


Hl 

{ 

: | 

FE Oe IE TE ET Pe Serer 8 Fy Le SA 
Petes ye Peet ii ee voy mica 


itty: ee are: 


files, 







Petre : te 

* ee = eee 

a . Pa t vt 

aa ts = 

* wg ge eee + 

Lara Saererer . 

os Byer ate “ 









Fo . 





« ot Mags eat te an 
SS are eee oe 





Real Akek rs Ge ae 


ay a ore Dh. tte 
Set ES Sl tt 








ts NUL INFORMAHON-CONTAANE! 
Tt A MERE IC RCLASSIFED 


7 —— | , Oe oe “SIA —— wae 





= 
@ 
5 






Lu 


wise 
Fae bk 
eye te 


. 


7, i ae a 
ae d 
ss 


: - aes oe bee ce gs mo 
a 1 one Bae , eg rite ey a Bie og te 
Be Th lee Ve SPCC t Sere oP STU wR DODO TELE Sold CETEN RE) COUN WaT 


e- 













Wr. Totaon _..... 20 


av, . A. Tamm... 


WASHINGTON, D.C, 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 
FEDERAL BURGAU OF INVESTIGATION 


._ 


@® tac: 
a Re: Gerald L, X, Smith - r | 
>, violation of National a ee ; 
a 35-mile Speed Rerulation _ aut 
gy . 7 TN 


The requests for advice concerning the action 
decired with respect to the above named subject's 
admittad violation af tha Hatiannal GQnaed RPasmilatian 


nan. : 
eS VV ARE Wh RR VEO SOR eo ai - 


tained in your memorenda of February 19, 1943, and 6+ “” 
Karch 22, 1943, were recently referred to this Division. 





The now existing National 25-mile per hour 
speed regulations did not become effective until sometine 
after the dnote when it appears the sudject Operated a motor 
vehicle in excess of thirty-five miles per hour, 





The then existing speed regulation, which was 
iemed by the Office of Defense Transportation on September 26, 
1942, issued with the public ennouncement that no prosecutions 


a under this regulation would be undertaken by the Federal 

r Government, but that it was expected that state governnents - ° 
would implement end enforce the regulation. 
i 

| For these reasons it has been determined that 

d- | prosecution of the subject on this matter is not warranted, 

ri 

F - 


Respectfully, ; aoe oo 





SS Pa € i te 


, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ©. 
0 Th CASE ontemaraD ar DETROIT, MICHIGAN ruzno. 100-7463 


PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MADE 


2/11,12/43 













CHARACTER OF CASE 

INTERNAL SECURITY-O 
CUSTODIAL DETENTION 
SEDITION «6 tit ‘ 






= Ita, with aliases. 
MMITTEB OF 1,000,000 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Under the auspices of the United KMothors of America, 
Clevelané, Ohio Branch, SMITH addressed capacity aud~ 
fence of approximately seven hundred at Franklin Audi~ 

=P torium on 2-11-43, SMITH scoriated Cleveland Mayor 

- LAUSCHE, the City Council, and the Cleveland News for 

activity in refusing him the use of the Cleveland 
Public Auditorium, SMITH stated SIR WALTER BINGHAM 
should be sent back to Ingland; WALTER WINCHELL 
should be court martialed; and Vice Preuident WALLACE 
imprisoned, SHITH decried such intergationaliste as 

> * - WILIZIE, CLARENCE STREIT, and STASSEN. He suggested 

s LINDBERGH, NYE, BROOKS, WHEELER, FISH, MARTIN L. SWEENEY, 

: and EDDIE RICKENBACKER as acceptable candidates for 

Anerica First Party, SMITH mentioned favorably FATHER 

COUGHLIN, FaTHER SHEAN, HENRY FORD, and Representative 

CLARE LUCK, SMITH charged alien er ropagandists are 

looting the country from within; held that internation- 

alists were plotting to turn control of United States 

over to a World Congress after the war, On 3-13-43 

SMITH addressed approximately 175 to 200 persons at 































. Toledo, Ohio, including former membere of the Million - 
iz * 4. - and One Club, the Young Nationalists, and the German~ 
= American elezent in Toledo, SMITH stated there, "If 
margarine has to be served, keep butter here and serve 
margarine to our Allies."® Newspaper comnentea set out, 
we. . License numbers and names of registered owners of cars 
PY dP 2 yeed at Franklin Auditorium 2-11-43 furnished this 
yp - office by Cleveland Police Department together with 
at nanes of persons recognized in attendance, Literature 
ote co Ms pw a, Fleer in connection with the rally on 2-11,12-43 
a eopwanbee 2 I Wf coward : se berate £ DO NOT WRITE IN THERE APACS 
TE WN Bh ge 
GOPIES OF THIS REPORT 
S/~ Bureau 
~ Detroit (1 USA) - Enclosure 
2 ~ Cleveland 
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REFERENCE: y) Report of Special cro: es dated 121142 be Y 
at Detroit, Michigan, — 
Letter from Detroit Field Division dated 2-843. 


mate by Srecial Agents Lae 


Under the anspicee of the United Mothers of America, Cleveland Branch, 
a Gerald L, K, Smith Rally was held February 11, 1943 at 8:00 PH in the Frank~ i 
lin Auditorium, 2515 Franklin Avenue, A capacity crowd of approximately seven : 
hundred persone were in attendance. Prior to taking the etage, GERALD L. K, 
SMITH greeted and spoke with numerous persone just eff the stage. It was 
noted that among thoee in thie group were a number of senders of the United 
Mothers of America, The greater portion of those attending this rally were 
atput the age of fifty or “over. 


Mra, DAVID STANLEY, President of the United Mothers of America, 
Cleveland Branch, acting as chairman, real a few introductory remarks, the 


thene of which Was, "no collaboration with roreign governnents.* 


| after having the audience rise and sing “America"™ and then say & 
prayer, SKITH indicated that whereas this meeting was in honor of Abrahan 
Lincoln, he would make no further mention of Lincoln during his address ex 
cept to say that if Lincoln were alive today, he would probably be advocating 
and acting the sane as he, SMITH, was this night. 


SMITH, at thie time, requested the audience to stand up and point out 


anyone that wae taki ng shorthand aoctes of ‘hie speech. SMT TH erplained that . 


he wanted the identification of anyone taking shorthand notes because the 
Government is now accusing loyal Americans of sedition, and he wanted to know 
who was going to quote him, A Cleveland Pisin Dealer newsman taking notes 
identified himself, SMITH stated that if there wae a Cloveland ews reporter 
in the crowd, he would personally escort him to the door and kick him out.* 
SNITH stated that the Cleveland Fews wae guilty of inciting to riot against 

his, SMITH's, life in endoreing McMAHON, a Cleveland City Councilman, who . 
according to SMITH, haf stated that there were enough a poste in Cheveland 

to hang SMITE and hie followers. 


cae 











SMITH then began e tirade eagainet Mayor LAUSCHE because LAUSCHE Lat 
had barred hin from speaking in the Cleveland Public Aulitorium last year, 
SMITH referred to Mayor LAUSCHE as "LAUSHAY,® "LOUSY,® and ae ®* a lougr 
Mayor.". SMITH stated, ®I'11 tell you what's the matter with him, He thinks 
more about the politics of Yagoslavia than he thinks about the politice of 
the United States." According to SMITH, Democrats, Republicans, and "Jatlberg 
BROWDER" had been allowed to speak in the hall but not GFRaLD Ll. K. SMITH, 





During the course of his speech SMITH vehemently expresced himself 
as being against WILLKIE, whom he terme an internationalist and against CLARENCE 
STREIT, lecturer and author of "Union Now." Likewise SMITH denounced Vice 
President WALLACE because of WALLACE's speech in Madieon Square Garden on 
the twenty-sixth anniversary of the Russian Revolution, and stated that WALIUCE 
ought to be impeached for belittling our Bill of Rights, According to SMITH, 
SIR WALTER BINGHAM, British Lend Lease Administrator, spoke in Washington 
before the Press Club. SMITH indicated that BINGHAM had made the remark | 
that no accounts were being kept of the value of the material sent te England 
and "the books were throw away." SHITE stated that BINGHAM should be sent 
back to England because of his international attitude. 


SMITH referred to WALTER WINCHELL ae "that character assassin! who 
according to SMITH, should be court martialed as a Naval officer, because 
he is making on the side, $5,000 for radio and $5,000 a week for his column. 
SMITH stated that Representative HOFMAN had suggested the court martialing 
and he wae in accord with this suggestion. SMITH in further denouncing 
WINCHELL said that wee had attacked suth patriots as BYE, Ee, ‘FISE, 
and BROOKS, 





SMITHS referred to Governor STASSEN as an internationalist and a 
"WILLKIE stooge." SMITH then told a stéry concerning Mr, DOW of the DOW 


y seme CHEMICAL COMPANY, who, after a trip to Germany had found that the Standard 
pies 011 of New Jersey was in control of certain patente which would make possible 
or the production of synthetio rubber from such chief vegetables as potatoes 

i and wheat, SMITH alleged that the Standard 041 was withholding these patents 
so As to force the direction of expansion of the ae rubber production 
es inte the use of crude oil. . _ : oe 
is _ SHITS stated that he was "9 the United States to form work= 
4 _ nucleus for the America First Party so that they would be ready te =. 
aoe announce their own candidate in case one of the existing parties does not 


nominate an isolationist for the 1944 election. SMITH referred te the Anerica 
First Party as a “epare tire organization" which would not only eerve as 8 
disciplinary effect on the Republicans and Democrats, but would be an active 


— 
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eseietuant: ie the coming elections should either of these cabtios nominate 
en intérnationalist candidate, SMITH etated that if the America First Party 
needed a candidate, he could euggest good nen such ae LINDBERGE, leas BOOKS, 
WHEELER, FISH, MARTIN Le SWEENEY, and EDDIE RICKENBACKER, ae 
During the course of his speech, SMITH referred to FATHER COUGHLIN 
ae his friend, mentioned favorably FATHER SHEAR, radio priest. and praised 
HENRY FORD as an isolationist. SMITE praised recent remarks of the wonan 
Tepresentative, LUCE, and indicated that she was probably turning away fron 
her ideal husband, SHITH indicated opposition to Communism, In speaking of 
STaLIN and CHURCHILL, he referred to these leaders as being “all right" be- 
cause they were for hhef respective countries “first® and he wanted someone 
in this country to be for the United States "first," SMITE stated that he 
was opposed to any foreign entanglments or alliances after this war and 
wante to make America self sufficient, He stated we should build a length 
of fortresses around America, 


SMITH held a sho% intermission during which subscriptions and 
collections were taken up from the audience, and it was noted that sone of 
the contritutions were ranging from a dollar to ten dollars. 


Later SMITH had one of the attendants bring forth placards , ani 
he called upon members of the audience to cone forth ani hold them while 
standing in front of the etage, Some of these placards read ae follows: 
"butter for Americans first"; Scat for America first"; "no fourth tera®; 
"bring our boys home when the war is won"; "Rick is OK with the America 
Firet Party"; "God bless Rickenbacker®; “Order of loyalty: first to the 
soldiers, second to the civilians, third to the Allies and the rest of 
the world"; "Freedom for America First"; “we want a choice in 1944", SHITH 
stated that everywhere he had epoken so far there had been a small flurry, 
there had been a blizsard, or it had been extremly cold and he said that 
if it was not that way this night, he intended to have a parade with these 
placards. . he 


SMITH orally offered a resolution to court martial WINCHELL, and 
another resolution to ask Kre, DAVID STANLEY to form a committee to agein 
petition Mayor LAUSCHE for the use of the Public Auditorium. These resolu- 
tions were adopted with acclaim by the audience, SMITH also aecked a vote 
of approval in regard to the asking of EARL SUTHERLESD to ‘speak if and when 
they were able to obtain a Public Eall, 


Leaflets had been passed By A the beginning of this Saviy> acl 
at its close, copies of GERALD L. Xx - SHITH's magazine "The Crosse ané the Plag* 
were offered for sale, 
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Menbers of the Cleveland Police Department were aleo in attendance 

at thie meeting and a report has been received by this office setting forth 

a ee - eubdstantially those facts ae recited above, and in addition, affording the 
po license nuabders of cars ané names of their registered ownere which were used 

- by persons attending thie rally. This report likewise points out that a 
number of women, who had previously represented the United Mothers of America 
at the time that organization had picketed in front of the city hall while 
LORD. HALIFAX was a visitor, were aleo in attendance. The names of several 
othere in attendance at thia speech were afforded in this report. 


At Toledo, Ohio 


“ following investigation was conducted by Special acont 


wee On Friday, February 12, 1943, GERALD L, EK. SMITH addressed a 
gathering of approximately one hundred and seventy-five to two hundred people 


in the Hunt Room of the Secor Hot T o, Ohio, SHITH was met at the 
train by Toledo at 7:50 PM. Mr. SMITH 
was bro s e to the hotol, making his appearance at 8:05 PM. 


: In a two hour talk opened with a prayer and closing with the pledge 

of allegiance to the flag, SMITH scoriated WINCHELL, asked for the impeach- 

é nent of Vice President «* WALIACE for Communiet leanings, praised WHEELER 
=e and LINDBERGH, and spoke of a new party for the 1944 elections, Admitting 
La that he had no intent of making untoward remarke against Ruseia or Inglané 

ae our Allies, he repeatedly stated he didn't want any English or Russian 
propaganda spread around this country under the guise of Allied friendship, 
He likewine discussed the selling of butter under the lend lease program, 
stating on one occasion, “If margarine has to be served, keep butter here 
and serve margarine to our Allies, * 











Definitely anti~Communist in his talk, SMITH spoke before a 
qyupathetic audience made up mostly of the Million amd One Clud and Young 
Fationalists, Strong repres 
was present and 







the neeting, — 7 ar oo 
At Cleveland. Ohio _ : | 


. fhe Cleveland file reflects the following news sstdeie regarding 
the subject's rally at the Franklin Avditorium from the Cleveland Press of 2-11-43. 


"BRICKER BRANDED AS ISOLATIONIST® — "Governor HRICKER was called "an 
4sclationisat at heart who vants to be President more than he vantse to be an 
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‘Leclationtst® today by ornanp Le x. SMITE Leolationtet ‘aid ear Deion, : ES 
who came to Cleveland to begin the local organisation of bis dnerica ‘First ‘ 
par ty. 

Mr, SMITH, who was barred from speeking in Public Hall last yeor wy |. 
Mayor LAUSCHE, talks tonight at Franklin Auditorium, 2519 Frankl4n Boulevard. 

"If EENRY WALACE and WENDEL WILIKIE are nominated by the Democratic 
and Republicen parties in 1944, we'll have a candidate," he said today, “If 
the Democrats nominate BURTON WHEELER, we'll fold up. If the Republican 
Party is in the hands of ens Chicago, Tribune crowd and Senator BROOKS and 
Senator BYE, we'll fold up.* 

As ideal candidates for his America Firet Par ty, Mr, SMITH peer ener 
Col, CHARLES A. LINDBERGH or Capt. EDDIE RICKENBACKER Pad 


An article from the Cleveland Kove dated 2-12-43, which is cap- 
tioned, "MENTIONS SWEENEY IN PRESIDENCY LIST*® points out that SWEENEY, . 
Senetor GERALD NYE, and othere were Sated by GERALD L. KE. SMITH as acceptable 
presidential material. : . 

An article in the Cleveland Plain Dealer dated 2-12-43 captioned 
“SWEENEY HAILED BY AMERICA FIRST, "in whth article is a report of the rally 
at the Franklin Auditorium and in one paragraph it points out, "Smith charged 
that alien propagandists vere "looting the country from within’ and that 
tinternationaliets in Washington’ were plotting to turn control of this 
country to a World Congress after the var.® 

Leaflete, copies of the sapistas *Croes ana The Flag.” “end a ;: 
press release obtained in connection with the above mentioned rally on the «= 
eleventh and twelfth of February 1943 are being forwarded as enclosures to 
the Detroit Meld Division. The contents of this enclosure may be disposed 
of as is deemed appropriate by the Detroit Field Divinion, as 


ENCLOSURE; 1, Card of admission to meeting held 3-11-43 received 
from the Cleveland Police Department, 
a. A copy of the January issue of the “Cross and the 
= . Flag" and other Literature obtained at the above 
an? s meeting. . ; 
ne 3. Special invitation and floater natled to eihjectts 
aan ef followers in Toledo. - 
4. Copy of 6.0.D, order taken by saith for "The Red” 
Decade” by Eugene Lyons, and received 3-23-43 fron - 
Hag. 5th Service Command, Service of Supplies, Fert 
Hayes, Columbus, Ohio for exhibit, 
' 8 April '42 thru Jan, °43 issues of "Cross and the Tis’. 
6 Miscellaneous literature passed out at the Gerald L. X. 
Gaith rally at Franklin Auditorium on 2-11-43, 











”™ 4 "Press Release” dated January 10, 1943 obtained 
at. Toledo, Ohio on 2-12-43. ao — 


“REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIE~ 
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MEMORANDUM FOR FR. JAITS ROWE, JR. 


THE ASSISTA'T TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 


Attention: Hr. C. E. Rhetts 


Re: GERALD L. Ke SHITH; 
THE COLIZITTER OF ORE MILLION; 
INTERNAL SECURITY; SEDITION. 


For your information in connection with further con= 
sideration of this case there 1s transmitted herewith a copy 
of the report of Special Agent » dated b 7 
April 2, 1913, at Cleveland, 0 





Very truly yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


. Tolsea : i 
_E. A. Tamm Enclosure 


Clegg 


. Coffey a 


*. 
ee 


. Glavin a 
. Ladd 
Mr. Nichole. __o¢ = Assistant Attomey General Wendell Berge (with snolpsire) 
. Rosen 

. Traey 
. C 

: hes 
Mr. Héndosn MAILED 14. 
.M See ae PM. 
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Migs Gandy. v 
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4 | 7 April 13, 1943 
62-Y3S/3-@ 
BROORDED, asc cleveland 4 


eye oa 





Res GERALD LYMAN KFANETH SMITH, was; 


tab 3 “THE COMMITTEE OF ONE MILLICM; 

ee INTERNAL SECURITY - G; 

a CUSTODIAL DETENTION; SEDITION. 

GE Dear Sir; 
2 | Reference is unde to the report of Special Agent } ww 
: WHEE: ¢2%0¢ tort 2, 1923, at Cleveland, ohio, OF 


8 It is noted that although the investigation in this 
metter was completed in your Division on February 12, 1943, a 
report descriptive of the investigction was not subaitted until 


Such a delay in mibsitting a report is entirely without 
justification and as the Bureau has unusual interest in the Saith 
enxse, it is a matter of particuler imsortance in this instance. 


Please see to it that any additional investigation 
concerning this subject which may in the future achat in your 
district is more promptly reported. 


Very truly yours, 





Me. Close . John Edgar Hoover 
Feo bo we. Coffey , Director 
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SRederal Burean of Investigation + CIREK never vene : 
United States Department of Justice My Ladd A YV...... 


Washingtan, BR. ¢. Mr. Bosva ........... 
Detroit, Michigan Bef Tre-¥.-o.teeee eee 
April 6, 1943 elit ca 


svermeawee 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
Director, FBI KEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE \ BY 


a64 433 |! Sr 
Re: GERALD L. Ke SMITH, with aliases, et al 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G3 
CUSTODIAL DETENTION; SEDITION Ga Ape te PA 
Dear Sir: 


Please be advised t owing additional eae has 
been received from whose identity is known to you. }70 
On February 22, 1943, SMITH spoke at the Hungry Club, a luncheon 


club in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. S)ITH was warned that the Communists had 
planned to interfere with the meeting and police protection was sought against 


such an occurrence. pee Scie tbls " “ tations for this meeting, SMITH was 
her Dibbtahiewvrk 9 Man wnenelern es 


wu ly ravuvsourgn, Pennsylvania, and 
whose telephone number is Pitteburgh, Pennsylvania. b: 
SN was introduced at the meeting by Revere S AMMADDEN, a Baptist 


preacher of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Invitations were sent out to the former 
members of thd ERICA FIRST COMATTEE. 











SMITH also spoke at Franklin Auditorium in Cleveland, Ohio, on 


Februa and the meeting was arranged largely through the assistance 
of of-UNITED MOTHERS OF AMERICA, Cleveland, Ohio. ) 
eques ‘ITH to furnish her with a copy of the speech that he pr 


uested wee bk OS oe oe ee — Sry weaw revwss al 


wuld eLve 1 Tele veland so that she could transmit it to the leader of the 
former AMERICA FIRST COMMITTEE in Idaho. 


The Cleveland Plain Dealer newspaper on February 9, prior to 
SMITH's meeting in Cleveland, criticized SMITH in an editorial for attempting 
to start a new political party. They called him the worst rabble rouser in 
America and pointed out that arrangements for SMITH's meeting were being made 


_in Cleveland by an organization which has been accused of spreading Nazi 


propaganda. nn 
“ROCORDED 

. Informant advised that SMITH is oo to een with 

paneres seas CLARE HOFFMAN, of Michigan. 







SMITH has commented to 


fol BUY AMERICA FIRST COMMITTEE inDe roit, Michigan, that the f1ting got 


sry Nolle Prosequi in the prosecution of STANLEYN\OWAK for fraud 19 obtaining 
pavincs his citizenship was a scandal. | | 
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Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, was, et al 
April 6, 1943 _ INTERNAL SECURITY - G; 
CUSTODIAL DETENTION; SEDITION 


When SMITH was advised through the newspapers, particularly PM 
Newspaper, that RICKENBACKER stated he would refuse to attend SMITH's meeting, 
at which RICKENBACKER was praised and suggested for President, SMITH replied 
that he thought it was anyone's privilege to praise Washington, Lincoln, or 
RICKENBACKER. 









SUITH discussed with the rumors that were rampant 
in the early part of February, 1943, = accounts were going to be frozen 
and SMITH said that he had hea that bank accounts were to be frozen on 


: February 15, 1943. ‘said that WALTER WINCHELL was going to be 

.. 3 investigated within a week by the Naval Affairs Committee under VINSON. SMITH 
mf informed her that reporters from PM Newspaper and Time Magazine interviewed 

.y him and he told them to go ahead anismear him because everything those publishers 
i stood for would be dead five years from now. SVITH referred to two stenotypists 


that attended his meeting on February 7, 1943.. He said that he had learned that 
they were sent from t MERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE and that the next meeting they 
Snene tried to attend he would go right down and show them the door. SMITH was 
eos rather jubilant over the turn of events in ijashington and told ne : 
Fe that ‘With a reversal of things in ijashington we won't be needing muc get 
— us over the hump and then it will roll like a big snowball. 






On February 15, 1943, Mrs. GERALD L. K¢’SMITH ordered BERNARD 
\DOMAN, SMITH's mansger, to draw $200.00 from the AMERICA FIRST PARTY bank account 
and place it in the SHITHS' account as a donation to the PEDERATION OF AMERICAN- 
IZATION OF MICHIGAN, INC., account. 





Informant advised that SMITH is continuing to depend upon the 
cooperation of STADSKLEV, 2928 - 45th Avenue, South Minneapolis, Minnesota, for 
his organizational activities in the vicinity of St. Paul and Minneapolis. At 
one of SVITH's meetings in the Minneapolis area SYITH had on the platform Urs. 
LUNDEEN, widow of the late Senator LUNDEEN. However, Mrs. LUNDEEN has more 

recently advised that while she would assist SMITH in every way possible she 
> 8 would prefer to avoid publicity and would rather not sit on the platform at any 
; - future meetings. 





ae SVITH 4s continuing to work in collaboration with Reverend: B.. aa: 
~e Np! of Detroit, Wichigan, who was closely affiliated with Reverend GERALD 





B, YWINROD, of “Jichita, Kansas, The collaboration has extended to the furnishing 
of 
Informant also advised that SMITH was receiving support from the followers of 


ormation by SMITH to Reverend ROLLINGS for ROLLINGS! radio addresses. 
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Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, was, et al 
April 6, 1943 INTERNAL SECURITY - G3 | 
CUSTODIAL DETENTION; SEDITION 


Reverend Father CHARLES ENCQUCHLIN, especially in the Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
area, ‘ 


The investigation of SMITH's income for the past several years has 
been continuing by Internal Revenue agents. SMITH has expressed serious concern 
over this investigation at various times to Informant but has steadfastly 
contended that any income which could not be accounted for as office expense 
was undoubtedly taken by him for his personal living expenses, and the entire 


Sa ee as a meme eet e A 2fo = raerrenr + 


aifference was accounted for by SMITH in his income tax returns. 







The contacts which Informant hae noticed between SHITH and the Ford 
[lxrotor Company, particulary ai office, have noticeably declined. 


SMITH has only contacted on rare occasions SE ccretary, ies te 

on comparatively minor matters. = 
During the month of February the principal issue that SMITH dis- 

cussed at his meetings was the post war issue as to whether or not the United 

States should participate in any world confederation. SMATH, of course, was 

bitterly opposed to any such suggestion. SMITH has obtained what he called 

the "Union Now" flag and in his demonstration in Pittsburgh for the benefit of 

photographers he threw the flag on the floor and jumped on it. He has been 

most vehement in his assertion that until his death he would oppose any suggestion 

to tear down the stars and stripes and subjugate the United States and its flag 

to any world organization. 


Informant stated that SVITH discussed vith (RRR conditions 
in the Army camps. SMITH revealed that he had received letters from boys in 
the camps complaining about the food and saying that they had to go out of the 
camps and buy additional food. — 


SMITH advise of Radio Station WJR, that he attended 


a huge mass meeting in Detroit, Michigan, on Saturday, February 27, 1943. It 
is noted that the Michigan State Committee of the COMMUNIST PARTY OF THE U.S.A. 
held its convention in Detroit, Michigan, that same weekend. SMITH told 

that there were less than 100 gentiles present and that the mst 
vocal cheering was made every time Russia was named. At the end of the mass 
meeting a resolution was adopted that the immigration laws should be changed to 
permit the entry of Jewish refugees into this country inasmuch as Palestine is 
now closed to them. commented that this would mean more black 


markets in the United States, 


wee +4 












Informant states that SVI 


TH is maintaining contact with HUBERT 
\UOCKER, former companion of the present (iia Nothing signifi- 
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Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, was, et al 
April 6, 1943 INTERNAL SECURITY - G; 
CUSTODIAL DETENTION; SEDITION 


cant has come from this contact recently. 






Informant stated that » of the News-Advertiser, 
informed SMITH that he had heard a report, supposed to be reliable, that SMITH 
was going to be indicted. SMITH told Hy that he had been thoroughly 
investigated and the only thing that was found out about him was that he was 
a crusader who had spent more on his crusade than he had taken in. 
said that that is what one of the "Department of Justice Fellows 
in Washington. said he told the "Department of Justice fellow" 
that "You fellows are barking up the wrong tree. If you fellows will find out 
who the fellows who are always lighting the matches are, you will find that it 
is the same bunch that is against the Attorney General himself. It will either 
be a Walter Winchell or a Pelley in his bunch. _Pelley was thrown out of 
Louisiana by SMITH because SMITH would not let him carry on his subversive 
activities." SMITH agreed with comment and continued that SMITH, 
himself, investigated PELLEY at the request of HUEY LONG and then wrote to 
PELLEY saying that he had no interest in th organization because he 
did not consider it to be American. ee that some of SMITH's 
friends were uneasy about tbe report that SMITH at a public meeting referred 
to "Christ killers" which was commonly understood to be an insulting hypothetical 
reply to Jews. SMITH answered that he did not say anything like that and that 
he had received an apology from the newspaper that printed it as such. SMITH 


insisted that he had never said anything against any race or creed. 


ss seh = Se [= = 


Informant advised thet a preacher from Sioux City, 
Iowa, had spent considerable time in Detroit ely and was apparently collabor- 
ating with peat SMITH. From Detroit he took a train to Wichita, Kansas, 


_—— er 


presumably to contact Reverend GERALD B. WINROD. 









SMITH's adopted son has been drafted into the Army and has been 
accepted for officers! training. Mrs. SMITH contemplates the organization of 
a Blue Star Mothers! Chapter. 


SMITH contact (aT and according to Informant , | 
commented that he wondered what was go on down in Washington in view of the 
recent events, such as the reversal of the GEORGE SYLVESTERYVEIRIK conviction 


re) 
and the returning of a "no true bill" on the leaders of THENNATIONAL WORKERS 


LEAGUE in Detroit, Michigan. SMITH accused ‘WILLIAM Y, of the Department 
of Justice, of confusing war hysteria and justice. stated that 
WILLIAM POWER MALONEY "has been here secretly conferring wi e CIVIL RIGHTS 
FEDERATION several times in the last few months. He has secretly met with 

people who have tried to put you (SMITH) on the spot. I know the dates he met 

with them in Washington and he told them the material is good but that they will 
have to get some more; the fellow (SWITH) is no good, but more evidence is 
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Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, was, et al - 
April 6, 1943 INTERNAL SECURITY - Gi 
CUSTODIAL DETENTION; SEDITION | 







necessary. He made a special trip here to meet with those people 
in hotel rooms - and his crowd, and AIBERT\XAHN, the author of 
‘Sabotage’, was in the picture as sort of contact man. MILTON Is, who 
used to be head of the CIVIL RIGHTS FEDERATION, and who now is-in the, NATIONAL 
FEDERATION FOR CONSTITUTIONAL LIPERTIES, was the conference too. {f believe 
that it was on July & that met with and on July 15 they had an 
emergency conference. I had to keep this to myself because I was afraid you 
would blast him. The releasing of the defendants in the NATIONAL WORKERS 
LEAGUE case indicates that they're sort of backing water down there in 
Washington." SMITH commented that "They certainly gave STANLEY NOWAK a 
greased path to freedom." said "They bowed to the pressure of these 
Communists and BIDDLE did an about face. The Communists are right out in the 
open now. They're recruiting everybody." SMITH and QED then discussed a 


full page ad which the COLMUNIST PARTY ran in the Detroit Free Press at a 


cost of 31,370.00. WE con secturea that the money was coming from the 
National Committee o OMMUNIST PARTY in New York. 













SKOTH then asked (MB if he he if he had been called downtown (presumably 
to the FBI) for any more interviews. said he had not and he did not 
think they were going to, but he had hea t the Treasury Department was in 
SMITH's office, according to information he had heard ‘oo 
SMITH agreed that they were and said that he told the Internal Reven ents 
that if they wanted some first-class testimony against him they should see 

told SMITH that they had see and that he had 
g f he took from the files in New York. commented "That 
keeps them chasing up blind alleys. They can't believe that a man will spend 
all his money on his campaign. I told them that I would sign an affidavit that 
I possessed nothing in this world. Lots of folks don't understand it. I'm 
just one of the screwballs who think that Communism is the worst thing on earth 
and they're out to get me." 


















SUITH asked (MMB aid he"cover uALONEY". QP assured suttn 
he did by covering conferences. He said that the Communists told MALONEY 
everything they could about SMITH and that MALONEY said it wasn't enough; to 
go back and get some more because SMITH was dangerous. They took all SMITH's 
publications, and having analyzed them, claimed that SMITH was following a 


pattern of defeatism. MALONEY agreed but told them to get some more information 


because they did not have anything on which to obtain a conviction in court. 


| a i remarked that the Communists put MALONEY on the radio 
when he was here and introduced him to Professor JOHN SHEPHERD of the CIVIL 
RIGHTS FEDERATION. SMITH inquired if WILLIAM POWER MALONEY was a Jew, and when 
answered he didntt believe he was, SMITH said that he had heard that he 
WAS. concluded by saying that MALONEY was "definitely no good because 
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there's too many of these guys who think he is 0.K." 


On March 2, 1943 SSITH attempted to contact Senator ROBERT 


REYNOLDS, and was able to reach only his secretary SMITH asked 
ee send him all available material in o on to the relaxing 
immigration laws since he would need it at a big meeting in Detroit 
on that subject. suggested that SMITH contact JOHN“QREVOR's 
office. SMITH concluded by te to compliment REYNOLDS on his 
speech the other night and to advise whenever SMITH mentions his 


name before an audience it is received by wild applause. 


er 



















SMITH was anxiously awaiting the material from "BOB\REYNOLDS" 
or from the\gVERICAN COALITION OF PATRIOTIC SOCIETIES. On March 5, 1943 he 
received a package from the CONSTITUTION FOR EDUCATIONAL RELIEF, and when his 
manager, BERNARD DOMAN, opened it, DOMAN advised SMITH that it contained a 
Department of Justice memorandum containing secret and confidential information 
from the files of the Federal Bureau of Investigation regarding the AMERICAN 

¥ YOUTH CONGRESS. 


SMITH conferred vith as again on March 5, 1943, and 
SHITH said that he heard Rabbi STEPHEN SAQVISE on Sunday, February 28. WISE 
recommended that the immigration laws should be relaxed to admit Jewish 
refugees from Europe. SMITH said that he contemplated making his first attack 
on any Jew because he was against admitting more Jews to this country from 
j Europe when we are already eating horse meat. SMITH said that the meeting was 
( attended by 98% Jews and that WISE, himself, was one of the big Reds, and so 











was his son. 


SMITH and then discussed a book "The Red Decade" which 
summarizes the activities of Communists in this country. weiner stated 
that GITLOW and rarie Ubeeay helped the author, EUGENE LYONS, writing that 

7 book. SMITH said he\had written a letter to ALBERT KAHN, who had criticized 
SMITH in his book "Sabotage" and his newspaper "The Hour". SMITH also wrote 
to GEORGE SELDERS, publisher of "In Fact". SMITH described SELDERS as a Red 
and said that he had sold one million copies of a circular to the Jews which 

oe they were going to distribute in case SMITH had been nominated for the office 
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ie of United States Senator from Michigan. SY said, however, that the Jews in 
ee Michigan voted for FERGUSON instead. GE ated that had 


persuaded FERGUSON to run in the first place. SMITH was somewhat surprised. 


pare On March 6, 1943, a Mrs. D_, "the one who wrote the book", came 
See to Detroit and stopped at the Hotel Book Cadillac. Informant believed that 
a Mrs. D__ was probably ELIZABETH “DILLING. She was anxious to obtain some advice 
stb ate from SMITH, but Mrs. SMITH advised BERNARD DOMAN to stall her off. Later, Mrs. 
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Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, was, et al 
April 6, 1943 INTERNAL SECURITY —- G}3 
CUSTODIAL DETENTION; SEDITION 


S\ITH told DOMAN to tell Urs. D that Mr. and Mrs. SMITH would see her at 


the Hotel at 2:00 P.M., but he was not to carry on any conversation with her. 


SMITH has discussed with various persons the article carried in 
local newspapers about huge quantities of coffee, meat and butter going to 
waste in Alaska. SMITH commented that things were getting worse all the time 
and he was afraid the bureaucrats would lose the war by making mistakes with 
humans like the mistakes they have made with coffee. 


SMITH challenged Professor PRESTO LOSSON, of the University of 
Michigan, to a public debate on the issue of "Resolved: That the United States 
Should Join an International Union Which i\jould Have as One of Its Objects the - 
Enforcement of World Peace." SMITH made arrangements to rent the auditorium 


at the Cass Technical High School for March 22, 1943. However, he gave specific | 


instructions to BERi:ARD DOMAN that the application for the hall should be made 
out as follows: Name of Organization: Special Committee, care of Dr. CRANE, 
of the Central Methodist Church; Purpose for which organized: To conduct a 
Symposium; References: Dr. CRANE and Professor SLOSSON; Applicant's 
signature: (SMITH's personal secretary); Speakers: Professor 
SLOSSON, and others; further questions: See Dr. CRANE. It was obvious 
to Informant that SMITH wanted to conceal the fact that he was going to have 
anything to do with the meeting. 







In discussing the proposed debate with Mrs. KNOWLES, Mrs. KNOWLES 
informed SMITH that she had spoken at Cornwallis Hall in Flint, Michigan, on 
March 7, 1943, and that there were three FBI men and a Flint Police Department 
investigator present. TH asked how she knew they were FBI agents, and Mrs. 
KNOWLES said that knew them because she had been called into the 
FBI office. Mrs. KNOWLES said that she left a copy of her speech with the 
Flint Police Department. SMITH commented that he thought the FBI was very fair 
and that he had found this man BUGAS a wonderful fellow. He said that the FBI 
would not hurt anyone and the people in jjashington would find out that the 
Communists are not the real people of America. Mrs. KNOWLES stated that when 
she made a remark about Technocracy in America, one of the FBI men turned to 
the other and nodded his head. SMITH stated that FBI agents accept their 
assignments in the line of duty and that they are "just as good people as your 
husband or anyone else." 





SMITH asked Mrs. KNOWLES what she thought of Rabbi WISE's idea of 
letting Jewish refugees into America, Mrs. KNOWLES said she has contended for 





some time that the more affluent urthe anti-Semit this 
country. 
yt 
yi 





' meeting on March 9, 1943. 
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Informant reported that SMITH took in more than $500.00 at his 


SMITH, in giving a press release to the Toledo Blade Newspaper, 
stated that "All our alliances must be merely temporary; the foreign policy 
of the AMERICA FIRST PARTY is the farewell address of George Washington." 


SMITH attempted to ascertain who employed a reporter by the name 
of who took stenographic n TTH's meeting. He ascertained 
only tha employer ~a> as who does some work for 
various Jewis ganizations in Detroit, but he was unable to ascertain the 
persons or organizetions for whom the stenographic transcript was being made. 


SMITH and cul discussed 
of which he had been guilty. said that had been a specialist 


with the old corporation auxiliary protecting plants from communism, and when- 
ever things quieted down they would send a couple of men into plants to organize. 


ee °: Chicago, Illinois, according to Informant, 
urged SMITH to encourage his followers to write to Congressman MARTIN DIES 


and other members of the Dies Committee to institute an investigation OTSIORLD. 
_FEDERATION UNION NOW and the people supporting these subversive movements, 












and the connivery 


SMITH encountered difficulty when he attempted to get the public 
auditorium in Cleveland, Ohio, because the Mayor was opposed to letting SMITH 
use it. SMITH finally rented Franklin Hall through a. put the 
manager of the hall made a provision that S!T7TH mst say nothing to interfere 
with the winning of the war and could not talk against the Government. 







Mrs. SHITH called a local newspaper under pretext on the day 
following the SiMITH-SLOSSON debate on world government and inquired how the 
debate came out and whether the newspaper would carry a story on it. The news- 
paper employee informed her that "SLOSSON tore the reverend doctor to pieces," 
and that "SIHITH evidently did better when alone on the platform than when 
opposed." 


Informant stated that SMITH has recently indicated that he conten 
plated engaging a professor from the University of Chicago in a debate to be 
held soon in Chicago, Illinois. SMITH described this professor as "One of these 
fellows who wants to hold down the stars and stripes and throw us in with Russia 
and China and make us just another state." 


On February 18, 1943, BERNARD DOMAN informed Mrs. MURRAY KNOWLES 
that "The hitch-hiking boy, you know who, had written a letter to the President 
stating that he would thrust a red hot poker down his throat if he continued to 
destroy our wealth and represent the national Jewry, and that he is out on a 
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$1,000.00 bond." (The reference to the hitch-hiking boy is no doubt intended 
to designate LORENCP\ASMAN,. whom SMITH has introduced at his public meetings 
as a Good American Boy.) 


asked 


Informant advised that on February 27, 1943 ae 
SMITH for an additional copy of the January issue of ja is he Cross 
(e] 






and the Flag't, to send to his son in the Army, who. 
described as a great follower of SAITH do or 


Informant has advised that SMITH has been drawing from the Dies 
reports listing Communists for speech material from time to time. 


On March 23, 1943, a woman, who described herself as from 
Chicago, said she expected an emergency to come up in the very near future 
and she wanted to get in touch with SMITH. She left word that she could be 
reached at Dearborn 7989. 





7 Very truly yours, 


JOHN S. BUGAS, SAC 


! ae 
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Washington, D. C. 
Detroit, Michigan 
April 10,1943 








oe! y : , 
ee coh irect 
7 i Director, FBI o we 
oe Re: GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, with ,eliases 
io Gergid L. Ke Smith, Gerald L. K. Schmidt; 
THE COMMITTEE OF 1,000,000; 
INTSRNAL SSCURITY - G, 
CUSTODIAL DETzNTION ; 
SEDITION. 62=-4,3818 
f Dear Sir: 
Seas a Reference is made to Bureau letter dated February &, 1943. 
a ae 4 Please be advised that all the leads suggested by the Departrental 
cage Pie memorandum have been set forth to appropriate field offices for 
a; *,  . , attention with the following exceptions: pan ee ts sitet eb 9 






the report of Speci Agent 


dated Kay 23, 1942 at Detroit, Michigan wis 
aN De identified as who subsequently gave a full account i 
ou of all information in his possession conceming SMITH. Since that 
Ss interview (iia 
: in the report of 


"Spey ai Michigan has been revealed ee 






















aed is/now know to the Bureau and to Y 
co t and untrustworthy informant. D 
Ne # fierce it is believed that he has already given all the information pl 
i in his possession concemning SMITH'S connections with German agencies. 
has already been interviewed and 
the interview reported in the report of Special Agent aes 
: esa dated March 16, 1943 at New Orleans, Louisiana. { 
{ The birth records at Pardeeville, Wisconsin have already 
| been examined, and it was reported in the report of Special Agent bre 
; | es diated Decenber 3, 1942 at Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
he interview with whose e ae 
was duly reported by opecial Agen b7 | 
ghee 8 report dated September 2, 1942 at, Detroit, k chigan, 142 
ett 4A 
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Letter to the Director April 10, 1943 


EES continmes to advise that mean 
A WeKer is maintaining frequent and cordial contact with Subject, and 


‘it is not deemed advisable to interview him at this time concerning 
Sub ject e 






dated Januzry 18, 1943 


port o 
at Washington, D. C. 


Please be advised that your instructions have been carefully 
noted and this case will be accorded continuous and preferred attention 
in the future. 


Very truly yours, 


occu bye . sac 
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Editorial Consuiianis THE CASE OF GERALD L. K. SMITH » aes ¥ A 
Michael Sayers 
Prof. F. L. Schuman In the city of Detroit, where tens of thousands of war workers 


bi Steel are making a major contribution to the cause of the United Nations, a 
eland Stowe 


he nen gee notorious anti-democratic rabble-rowser is making p: ma for contribution 

Wythe Williams to the cause of the Axis. His name is Gerald L.K. Smith, + His special- 
ity is distributing defeatist and disruptive propaganda. His Detroit 
headquarters have become a national center of fifth comune tntriguo, 
menacing the war effort of the United States. 


Gerald L. K. Smith is the editor and the publisher of a maga.ine 
called Thé.jross and the Flag. Eight months aco a Federal indictient 
listed this magazine as an agency which had been used in a conspiray 


to sabotage the morale of Americen soldiers and sailors. The Cross 


and the Flag is still being published in Detroit. Each month a new , 
Ssue carries Smith's virulent propaganda to Americans in every part 
of the country. 


; Gerald L. K. Smith is head of an organization known as the 
“Committee of One Million. This organization has all the charecteristio 
earmarks of a fascist party. It is now being used for the purpose of 
reviving the{Anerion First movement, with the object of launching a 

new nation-wide anpeasement campaign. 


Gerald L. K. Smith 1s the man who once proudly reported to 
America's would-be Hitler, William Dudley JPelley: 


Polen by one time you neces es this letter, I I shall be on the 
anal +n Y ee os a2 iL 


road to St. Louis and parts north with a uniformed equad 
of young men composing what I believe will be the first 
Silver Shirt stormtroop in Amerioa." 


1 
wv 


eld IS 


William Dudley Pelley, who was then Fuehrer of the pro-Nazi 
terrorist Silver Shirts, is now in jail, where he belongs. Gerald 
Le K. Smith, who was then Silver Shirter No. 3223 and Pelley's most 


trusted aide, is now very much at large, oarrying on his old work in 
a new and far more deadly way. — 
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Past Record 


The burly, smooth-shaven, rabble-rousing Smith, who was once a 
small-town preacher in Indiana, has come a long way since the days when 
he was a mere organizer of Silver Shirt stormtroop squads. After he 
and Pelley separated in the early 1950's, Smith moved steadily upward 
in reactionary and fascist circles, He served for a while as a lieuten- 
ant to the late Huey Long, and shortly after the death, of the Dictator 
of Louisiana, he joined forces with Father Charles E.f/Coughlin. To- 
gether Smith and Coughlin or Gantacd support for the residential can- 
didacy of Representative William ‘Lemke in 1936; and it was then that 
the intimate personel end politidal relationship, which has lasted un- 
til this day, first developed between Smith and the pro-Axis priest of 
Royal Oak. 


Early in 1937 Smith founded the Committee of One Million (which 
at first had the somewhat less imposing title of Committee of Ten ~ 
Thousand). From the beginning the organization had an obviously fascist 
character. Membership was secret. Cells were organized on a nation- 
wide scale, the smallest having ten members and a "Leader." Smith's 
title was National Leader. For many months he stumped the oountryside, 
erideavoring to build a mass following among the discontented and the 
insecure. His speeches were rabidly anti-Administration and anti-labor 
Tirelessly stressing the favorite Axis theme of the "Bolshevik menace,” 
he pictured the United States Government as overrun by Communists, the 
labor unions as Moscow-controlled, and himself as the great potential 
savior of private enterprise and the American way of life. 


During the early days of the Committee of One Million, Smith was 
less cautious in his publio utterances than he is today. After one of 
his speeches, the Cleveland News remarked that "Smith smells of Fascist 
KuKluxers a block away." Another newspaper had this to report about 
Smith's activities in the summer of 1938; 


"In his recent speedy tour of Ohio, Rev. Smith has spoken 

in both urban and rural communities. In the urban comme 
nities he has made no reference to racial groups, but in 
the rural communities he has decried the sinister influence 
of Jews and Catholics." 


Work in Detroit 


In January, 1939, Smith set up headquarters for the Committee of 
One Million in Detroit. His talents as a reactionary rabble-rouser 
were put to quick and profitable use in the oity where the mirderous 
Black Legion had been spawned. He was soon giving a series of anti- 
Administration, labor-baiting broadcasts from WJR, Detroit's largest 





‘ - 
A 





Rr 8] 


- 


OG J9 
our | 


Number 151-2 March 19, 19438 Page 3 


and most expensive radio station. The name of his sponsor was never 
made public; but it was fairly common imowledge that a olose working 
relationship had been established between Smith and a prominent auto- 
mobile manufacturer, well-known for his extremely anti-democratio views 


When the Amerioa First Committee was formed late in 1940, and 
fifth columists flocked into this organization, it was inevitable 
that Gerald L. K. Smith should attach himself to the Wheeler-Lindbergh 
movement. Although he was never an offioial member of the Committee, 
he beoame one of its leading organizers and spokesmen. He helped 
arrange the largest America First rallies in Detroit, and energetically 
distributed vast quantities of the Committee's propaganda. He could 
justly have claimed the title of America First Gauleiter of Michigan. 


In the spring of 1941, when Amerioa Firsters were making a furious 
effort to obstruct defense legislation, Smith went to Washington to 
testify against the Lend-Lease Bill at a hearing held by the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee. Subsequently his arguments against send- 
ing aid to Great Britain and the Soviet Union were widely publicized in 
fifth colum ciroles. 


The Inner Circle and Congressional Friends 


Immediately after the-United States entered the war, Smith formed 
@ secret society called Tho-Inner Circle. Its headquarters were in 
Detroit. Wei exposed the existence of this oabal in the February 21,194 
issue of The/ Hour, reporting that its purpose was to serve as a brain 
trust for reactionary, appeasement forces in the United States. One of 
the first prdjects of The Inner Circle was The Cross and the Flag, a 
monthly magazine filled with propaganda assailing the United States war 
effort and harshly criticizing America's allies. The first issue of the 
publication appeared, by what seemed scarcely coincidence, in the very 
same month that Father Coughlints Social Justioe was banned from the 
U.S. mails because of its seditious content. 


Before the second issue of The Cross and the Flag had been pub- 
lished, The Hour revealed that epevesn die-hard isolationist Congresemer 
who had previously worked with the America First Committee were helping 
promote the circulation of Smith's defeatist magazine (see The Hour for 
April 19, 1942). We named Senator Robert R. Reynolds, Senator Gerald 

P. Nye and Representative Roy Woodruff as Smith's most enthusiastic 
Congressional supporters. . 


On July 23, 1942, a Federal Grand Jury in Washington, D.C., handed 
down an indictment naming The Cross and the Flag as one of several 
agencies which had been used in a conspiracy to sabotage the morale of 
the United States armed forces. Nevertheless, Smith has continued to 
publish the magazine, featuring flagrantly disruptive and defeatist 
propaganda in every issue. Here are the titles of typical articles 
appearing in The Cross and the Flag: “Union With Britain -- Intere= 
national conspirators seek to destroy America's sovereignty in the name 
of wartime emergency and peacetime chace"; "Will Refugees Take the Jobs 
Left Vacant by Soldiers?"; "Is President Roosevelt Being Used by the 


The contents of The Hour are not copyrighted and may be freely reprinted 
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Red Smear Artists?"; "Sir Stafford Cripps -- Whose Man is he? 
Churohill's or Stalin's?” Commenting on the war, the magazine rumors 
that "much bad news is being kept from us because it is feared it would 
break the morale of the people.” The United States is described as 
being "overrun with brain trusters, intellectuals, ... war mongers, 
politicians, international financiers, pressure groups, special inter- 
ests." We do not know what sort of victory we are fighting for, writes 
Smith, although "we are to exhaust our financial and physical resources 
eos to fill rivers with blood and oceans with ships, and battlefields 
with the dead and dying.” 


Need for Government Action Against Smith 


Smith's latest undertaking is the reorganization of the America 
First movement, which Dr. Joseph Paul Goebbels once praised as "truly 
American and truly patriotic{" In January of this year Smith formed 
the America First Party, with himself as National Chairman. He claims 
that his Party has no connection with the former Amerioa First Committe 
It is clear, however, that the fundamental purpose of the new organiza- 
tion is to resurrect the old Committee and renew its pro-Axis, appease- 
ment operations. 


The time has obviously come for the Federal authorities to 
put an end to the disruptive activities of Gerald L. K. Smith. The 
United States is fighting its sixteenth month of war against the Axis. 
Defeatist propagandists and anti-democratic plotters, who menace the war 
effort of this country, have no place in America today. Gerald L. K. 
Smith falls within this category. The Hour therefore urges that the 
Department of Justice take prompt action against him. 

bd - - - - - * * * - 


POEMS FOR HITLER 


Tens of thousands of copies of scurrilous anti-Semitic poems are 
being distributed arounc the country, particularly in war plants, ina 
speoial Nazi propaganda campaign to incite animosity against American 
Jews and thus disrupt our war effort. Some of these virulent Jew-bait- 
ing rhymes are in the form of printed pamphlets and leaflets; others ar 
on mimeographed sheets and a number are simply typed, with mltiple 
earbon copies. All spread the familiar Hitlerite canard that the 
present war was brought about by "World Jewry,” and that the Jewish 
people are now reaping immense profits from it and are shirking every 
patriotic duty. 


A typical poem is entitled “The Official Song cf the Kosher Air 
Wardens." Another, called "The Marine Hym,"” which pro-Axis elements 
are circulating among defense workers in navy yards, concludes with the 
comment that, after this war is over, "You will find the Jews are rulin 
you, In Washington's old White House." “Amerioa's Fighting Jew " 
pictures the Jewish people as "setting up black markets in steel and 
hoarded food" as "the Gentile soldiers go marching proudly by.” A poem 
called “Kejected” is followed ty this note: "Copyrighted by Satan & 
Satan, Inc., Jew York, Jew York.” Another, headed "Three ‘7ise Men", ends 
with this line: "Damned if I don't think Hitler's right." 


The Hour recommends that the Federal Bureau of Investigation imme- 
diately investigate the printers, publishers and distributors of this 
new form of pro-Axis propaganda. 

The contents of ThatHoussrenmescoppcighied—and may—be-frecly-reprintod-—— 
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‘Director, FBI 7 SRWISE DATE y asl ¥0 
———— Re: GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, =m Siasees 
‘4 COMMITTEE OF 1,000,000; 2 4» 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G3 CUSTODIAL DETENTION: —— 
SEDITION 


Dear Sir: 


There is being set forth hereinbelow the results of 
information obtained fron whose identity is | \0p 
known to the Bureau. Inf as advise at this information was ob- 


tained during the period from March 23, 1943 through April 19, 1943: 
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Informant has stated that SLITH has apparently been main- 
taining rather close contact with Mrs. BEATRICEIKNOWLES during this entire 
period, and that SMITH has garried on lengthy discussions with Mrs. KNOLES 
as to future policies of th&A ERICA FIRST COMMITTEE. Mrs. KNOWLES has 
apparently contacted one of the leading officials of the American Legion 
in this area with the idea in mind of registering a complaint as to the 
, ; philosophy presently being taught in the Detroit schools re the younger 
We children. 

Ca 
adned. that SMITH has been maintain- 
Loy ¥uae-g-,  2Ldeved to be from the 
n in Detroit for the past several 


It has been also as 
ing close contact with a Reverend . 
vicinity of Denver, Colorado, who 
weeks conducting revival meetings. 






On April 
long distance call to 
that occasion SMITH advise 
from one (phonetic); tha 
of SMITHs meetings in Detroit, 
; would be unable to talk. At this time 
» his opinion tha did not want to t 

wanted to endanger his candidacy in Indi 


Informant advised that SMITH had made a 

of Chicago, Illinois, and on 

at he, SiSITH, had received a wire 

rently booked to speak at one 17 vY 













advised SMITH that it was 
un ch as he did not fers 


a “GR: 2a: : jes STAs. 


oe 
On April 9, 1943 Informant stated that he had Seceived ee 


tion t t that on that date SMITH had advised his wife call 

aa of the Ford Motor Company, and par she 
UY wante see him about something important she had to concern— 
ts ing a fellow from the capi who was coming to Detroit within the next — 
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days and that and the man that was coming from the east ought to get 
together. In this connection Mrs. SMITH is alleged to have made several 
attempts to contact with apparently negative results, 





Informant stated that SMITH is apparently still being investi- 
gated by the Internal Revenue agents at Detroit, Michigan, but thet STITH was 
of the opinion they had not developed anything important to date, 


Ke On April 10, 1943 Informant stated that SKITH called C. 0. 

“STADSKLEV at Minneapolis, Minnesota; that SMITH inquired as to whether or 
not STADSKLEV was coming to Detroit, and that STADSKLEV said that he was 
coming to Detroit. SMITH apparently made reservations for STADSKLEV at the 
Book Cadillac Hotel. 





On April 11, 1943, in a conversation with Mrs. KNOWLES, 
SKITH stated that he was lining up the procedure he was going to follow in an 
attempt to have some sort of investigation made relative to the textbooks 
being used by the Detroit schools. Mrs. KNOWLES advised that she had some 
conferences with the head of the Legion in this area and that they promised 
Bee to issue some material relative to this matter in the name of the Legion. 


On April 12, 1943 Informant stated he had received information 
to the effect that STADSKLEV had arrived in Detroit and was staying at the 
Book Cadillac Hotel, and that PR (phonetic) had apparently come to 
town with STADSKLEV. 


j On April 13, 1943 SMITH again contacted aaa 2d 
; advised the ral that Mrs. LUNDEEN had promised to speak at a SMITH 
meeting in Chicago, apparentl¥*on the 30th of April. SWITH promised that 
Ura. LUNQSEN was going to say quite a bit about WALTER [-/INCHELL. 
é 





: Informant stated that he had received information on April l4, 
1943 to the effect that SHITH was organizing his followers with the idea in 
mind of picketing a speech to be made by LANGSTON HUGHES, an alleged colored 


j Communist, who was to speak on that particular date at Wayne University. (It 
soeae was ascertained through other sources that SMITH's followers actually picketed 
= the Wayne University at the time HUGHES spoke, and at that time his followers 
sen af passed out copies of a poem which HUGHES was supposed to have written entitled 

al toodbye Christ", 


Informant stated that he had information to the effect that 
SMITH had apparently been successful in his negotiations with the Cass Tech- 
nical High School in Detroit for the rental of the school on the night of 
April 28, and that in all probability Mrs. ERNEST\ LUNDEEN would be a speaker 
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for the meeting that night. 





On April 17, 1943 Informant stated that he had received 
information to the effect that SMITH had telephonically contacted Mr. MARTIN 


Nae \ SWEENEY, of Cleveland, Ohio, and that SWEENEY was apparently a former Congressman 


from that district. SifEENEY,, during the course of his conversation with SMITH, 
evidenced great admiration for former Senator LUNDEEN, and seemed pleased 
with the fact that irs. LUNDEEN was to address several SMITH meetings. SWEENEY 
was requested by SMITH to introduce Mra. LUNDEEN at her Cleveland speech 


and 
SS adwet awe me WS ae OE 


SWEENEY replied that he was thinking seriously of accepting this invitation. 


On April 19, 1943 . of New York City, tele- 
Phonically — contacted SMITH, at which time he stated that he expected to be in 


the City of Detroit on the morning of April 20 and requested SMITH to make 
reservations at the Book Cadillac Hotel for him, 


On that same date SMITH received a call ‘oo 
ee (phonetic), at which time(MMBR advised SMITH that something had come up 
ees which necessitated his going to Washington. At the time of this eall, SMITH 


advise of meetings to be held by SMITH in Cleveland, Dayton, 
Pittsb » Detroit, and Chicago. SIOTH stated at this time that he expected 


ee to be in Washington soon inasmuch as he had written to Senator\FERGUSON 
vo. relative to the "Gestapo Bill" and that FERGUSON invited him to anpe 


pear befo 
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some committee in Washington. 


ee On April 8 Informant stated that he had received information 


ht to the effect that SMITH had telephonically contacted the Social Security 
cee | Board in Detroit with reference to Social Security payments due 


formerly connected with the. FEDERATION OF AMERICANIZATION. aan - cane _— 
stated tha had never been employe TION 













and that 
SMITH claimed 
@ or NM was a non-profit educational organization and exempt from 
taxes. No definite answer was given relative to this query. 
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the effect that SMITH had received a snecial delivery letter from a 


swe 8 SY woe FO a? ah alle, Te len i  atvalin Tt DS OF he Few e ha Walk TH 
qq. (phonetic) of Dayton, Ohio, and thet was inquiring as to whether or 

} not May 6 was to be the resefvation e for a speech which SMITH was apparently 
i to give in Dayton, Ohio. stated that she was carr on negotiations 


ee re 


| On April 10, 1943 information was received from Informant to 
| 
t 









with the County Commissioner/for rentalof Memorial Hall. stated that 


she had contacted Cerne (Phonetic) relative to the advisability of 
contacting Governor ° o as to his ideas of world government. 





“3 Sarre, 
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On April 16, 1943 BERNARD” TH's 
office, telephonically contacted at bo 
which time DOAN advised é@ was sending her some tickets for sid 





the LUNDEEN meeting. 


Very truly yours, 


(2 | | OHN S. BUGAS, 
ae  aaoaienil b7~ 
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napazine he became g0 desperate. that ‘he “said. that I had bean indéic ted. 3, DS magazine 
ame forced 0 oe abjectly for this’ statement” ‘An ede: is sie of. r Septenber | Bes ® Sem 
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SL ee ne ee fuse Nene hit ay, wo Ray 
Bince | wo ‘started: “THE CROSS AiD, HE Flac, 4 shave. been. & emma sate. “for; ‘the. United Ae 
S oe Senate. 5 ;All “exerts agree. that .I got .a ‘majority of the Repudl fean : VO tesa ie 
"ender the ‘Bishigan lav the members of sboth Parties. Gan vote for.any primry- ‘candid ate. 
: “g.GPeartul. of my victory,’the New D2alers.and the Antermatiomlists ‘ganged’ up. on 3 5:) x om 
a 3 pemepubl ic an Party, dDecause “there Wassno.contest in the Democratic primary. © Every 3 
¢ ae tadent ‘Qf political affairs An Michigan knows that .I“won a ‘great (and - surprising ¥ 
mrictory., "shat was the ‘first ‘time ithat the New Dealers ‘and tthe “Anternat iomlists sa" 
wealized just how strong-our: kind .of.- people ~Are in ‘America. 's+An Andication-of ‘my Se 
wage trongth in Michigan is in sthe “act that I polled. more votes . fee bene >, Primary: than aha 
srt We | Prontiss, sBrown the meer ae Was nominated. ee BE Er ee ky oe 
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sy es ae am ‘now an’ the ‘piast ‘of mat ‘lonwide “tour, ‘wisi ving"acnee eit ties “ant ant ipopulous a 
“‘Peoentors An ‘the dinterest of the-AMERICA FIRS? PARTY. «Each ‘month I .shall report: ‘to | # ae 
pubsoribers ; of. oo GROSS AND ‘THE FLAG fntoresting experiences a. en having: on pe 
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4S yRbO. close ‘meeting halle “to me Se apatdwhon cl freach’ Aebeteaiteions they. arelalways: na * 

eget RL 1, » frequently 211. -staning ‘apace ; 4s -taken, | ‘eh Mov er aspeak Jess than ‘an: hour,and 4 ms 
me “halfjand <s0met imes three ‘Dourse: ‘Occasional ly," “we give the’ people ja trecess, They Hf 
. ci out. sand . -£0:n6 back an again. ‘ygpSuch 'is* ‘the hunger ,of it he ,Am r ric an’ ‘people for 5 ¥ ee beg 
a oat as earless “truth: seo0icen ‘OY. A Muriat-lovingsi tise; who. has the eourege fo" put his “eS ‘ 
1 ountry £irete ois ee ai BA tae : : eee 


a ‘ie a Tee 
SA gd hia se say re wel RR Eg! ie es *. ig 
Frat eae ee Eee Sees ee ae is be eee 
; eget “Ot 3 


a - 4'Spre quently.” ne ‘nao ork cal Lintght «: ethan: “God: cere ‘at myeiae’ a sree ae 
+i lovely.@nd loyal wife swho,, @Like’ myself, ‘reads. ani thinks | and a Plans aay: and ‘a 
7a S ight, For ths xextension’ of this qeause. | eee er aes poy 
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oa Wo, of | ‘course,’ ‘Hope’ “end ‘pray stat’ t he RSRiCa. sat haart never 2008 {40 se & 






; eSseds geWe hope that one of sthe ‘two ld parties will #fall Anto tne’ ‘hanis “of (0.5 
Bs eadersnip;zon - ‘the order of Whealer an 7Nye = “but we do ‘mow: this, ‘that Willkie ‘has. Bs 
ene Lined Roghis . Wall: ‘§treet friends. and his © Ante mati onel kata ker who. are e Aotermi ned f¢ ey 

phat ihe. anelt, ibe ithe. eran ee. qominee | for’ Aga.” ie: = ate 















gt 









a? ae Bee 









a | i eS ‘f ., lat a fie ot ae : Me as 
Ww that (ir. “Roosevelt is. “pow ,canpai seni ne for hie ‘Fourth “form. = a 
“end. Ls Roosevelt; ” vb jas giles « 7 oe eee is 
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I thank God for good. health. 


ab camot help but: pelieve that this good ° 
wshealth is the answer tO prayer. I try not to be santimonious - but, 


pene s ous 
ae yim when [ tell you that ay feith in presse. increases every aay. Re erate 


>On Frebruary 27 God guve me a 45th birthday. A §urely, He has kept 2 me. 


oan SA aPLEL AQT ADM PREY BERL Been ad bee OF SHB S aca Bae" Ube, ag 


“One or two very sensational and. surprising events are about to take ‘ 
oeaplace, | If I live and have my liberty, I shall keep you .informed throuch © 
+ (gadb be pases of THe Ca0SS AND THE FLAG. Every cons»irinz ‘trick kmown to the . 
ek “aeoneny will be attempted in the next fow months to ‘stop the publication of : 
eee wane crusading journal. .-Whoever dreamed that the tim would :come when it 


: “<eewould be dangerous in America to glorify the name of . aia am to. ‘put . 
a0 euiies firsts a : 


a ogaty aon, Gerald, are, whom wo call Gerry, has ‘been in the army: ‘gboat- ‘ 
Dna month.“ We made no ‘effort whatsoever to defer him ‘or :to “postpone his” 
wall, -because we know that he is no more precious to us than*your. Joved ¥one * 
sas 0 you. +i Phe war is on and we have but.one task now. end that “is °to win | 
Foote The ‘vaal battle for those. ‘bf .us who are left at ‘Mhome | As: to preserve" 

emar <sner ican: ‘Andependen:e for our doys. When; they. roturn. - Pes 


OF ned the'future’ Js sues of “SEE CROSS AND THE Flac I phat Ptry © sto "keep © 
eeieyoa 


as Spos ted concerning the diabolical ‘oonsbiracy being “at tempted py those 
eewho would take us into an international 


now goverment. i Foreigners are ce ge 

eee oe vin Washington attenpting to work _up.a Schers ‘to put the Unit tates’ Z 
Ro paggeeinto & post-war goverment ‘mown as t “ 

baer wn bo wD ed 33 


Nations of the World with 
ie world parliamnt over us and with sforolgrers making: rules. for our’ “people, 


to spheclanthe eins , Swen God, mst never dappen. a 


“eae a ‘paper: ighor tage’ cuts ‘down ‘the imanb or“ ‘of desaon whiohiwe' ‘are ‘permitted BS: 
*$t0 print of THE ‘CROSS AND THE FLAG, “haturally,”the regular‘paid= “ip tsubacri bers * 
eal soome ‘First, «:fhat's why J an writing -you this letter,%injorder tit 
ae a me ee. eure a ‘renew ms mnvebriptiong which See ota gine bagi Hsais. 


LFS Bose athe RES te gts hey tah ten eta « RATS 
oie shave jx0t: enared: ‘your. subscription.” be sura’*to’ a0 “80 at jonce, 
>that sou behets te | = ‘pare oFsour epiler Paid-up: list: fasubscrivors. } Bea 
* £5 en ee poe : 
eg gl prophesy that the ‘aay will: ‘com when these magazines. will: be ‘worth 3 
Seach more then the subscription price. —<When the history of sAmerica is 
mnritten, “regardless of what posterity says. about my poor abilit yeas an 23 
‘Cas@peditor, the historians wills ay; “THERE WAS A MAN WHO"RAD THE (CHRISTIAN | 
ae — TO BE. FEARLESS WHEN MANY XEN WERE ‘COYARDSY ee 


hea oo te fm 
oo aes 
oe Let of “gy 
A . 


Js#egou will ‘oad THE ‘cross $8 A fib rag for many ‘Foatons but ‘enon ‘owiers a 
a re e the following jreagonss a Ree fetes 


- Sere ‘will toontain ‘the, ‘best things. Prive oye sour r best ongres 

“< gaeOontimation of ithe Huey "Long -series. : 

-cSphogular -exposures of Wommmnistic ‘propaganda. : mS 
‘guvacts about Washington ‘pudlished ‘nowhera else.’ 

AE e $Oontimation ‘of remrks by Oongressman Dies. 


ne “prowth OF the AMERICA-FIRST PARTY. «5. 
7 yities of the Committee of 1,000, 000." 
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cut 
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aliore re rt suger : at? you are a real “triont ‘et thie’ ‘crusade, you will : 
nd If you have not ‘renewed your subscript ion,” 


eo - @0 at one but “you will want “your. trienie and important people to - this 
gamegasines Why adonts you subscribe for others, ‘as Exton ion ie ernelee 


o real truthadout the internat ional iets and the World ya es °° 


“ube: a 
” od. i oe me ca : . % bo 


Cos ms ve 


egubacribe' £0 Y, jyoar Aongressnan 


274, 


ou acribe for syour Governors 
“for syour Mayor, | 
‘or Byour Pastor. 
for. a ‘relative, 


vee ‘ae. you: ao mat fant to ae ness people: for ms entire ‘year, why Vee 
nt t “you pay ‘for san @nt roduotory subscript ton wnich would bring them THE OR08S rts 
THE inbeghed ‘for .eiximonths Zo ore: : 7 Te 


“ 
heap Ps 


‘yp tbasgeom\e 3 ‘you astha twwefore. ‘a are ‘gave onder. ny ‘right 40 ‘eux and ‘print 

, alwhal lsface -a fir ing. squad, “a sentence to prison, or whatever may 
e mecessary tO demonstrate my determination to be tme .to the America of - 
imoln end Washington and ‘$0 the Shrist “and ‘faith of our fathers. 


Aine: * ‘for. » we hare a’ figs 
‘of »people ‘who Mhave expressed. ‘a desire to got the magazine ‘but sanmt Be 
efford ‘to . -subscr ibe for At. -aIf.you.desire to renew yomr.own svb soription me ae 
PnOL Ose. 2 Monation, ‘we, sahall “u8¢@ the. donation for. euch pomp] imentary, ssubsor ipti on. 
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2 Leasejuse “tho fat tached form 25 eutoss your ‘deatroa tn 2 helping co to * 
on the $mblication pr #TH8 OROSS AW PHE FLAG. bth 
oy tibe’ ig it ™ j : ‘z eo m 
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April 23, 1943 
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SAC, Detroit 
RE: GERD L. KK. SMITH 
Tha konmittee of One Million 
INT:RNAL SECURITY = G 
CUSTODIAL DLTENTION 
S° DITION 
Dear Sir: 
A review of the Bureau's file in this case reflects 
thet your office has been neglecting the submission of the 470 
~ _* relative to the services — 
It is expected that the desired letters wil] be forth- 
coming regularly in the future. 
‘ t Very truly yours, 
Tr. Qo 80D 
Mr. 
. cst _AFL INFORMATION — 
Mr. Coffey ALL ui a SLASSIAED John Fdgar Hoove 12 - eee 
Mr. ts HE {\ bay eet) Ie = 
Mr. Nichol ATE Bisex oe \) OF IN¥ES STIGATION 
M Rosen PEt t FEDER si oes 943 
r. oge 
es mee PR 27 1 
me alle a eee 
Harbo Prana Gite eb hod = eh aaa \ 
IES a Pa | L ry” ; 
Mr. Hendon ae ae : DZ TPO 
Mr. McGuire’ ge = x 
} an Al c Ra 
Mr. Mumford y y sik > ao = ~ o a 
Mr. Piper te AE aoe = ine sate ; 
Mr. Quinn Tamm_ es + 2a = 
Mr. Nease _ ee Pz = = 
Miss Gandy + sae; as 
= ot 
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weg "gn tie BE. A Tamm... 
a ve 
(; ee oo Oe | a 


Mr. Glavin Sieseow ced 

Svderal Burean of Investigation Mr. Ladd... 
Mr. Nichola 

Rnited States Department of Justice See 

Washington, DB. C. a eae 

Detroit -— Michigan eke: nai 

April 12, 1943 Mr. Rendon... 

Mr. Crema 2. 


ATR MAIL — SPECIAL DELIVERY 


Re: GERALD LYMAN snNErHCQcTTH, with aliases 
Gerald L. k{‘Smith, Gerald L. K.Schmidt; 
THE COMMITTSE OF 1,000,000; 
INTERNAL SECURITY ~ G, 
CUSTODIAL DETENTION; 


SEDITION. (62-1,3818) 


Dear Sir: ‘ 








Director, FBI 





Reference is made to Bureau letter dated April 5, 1943, in which 
letter the Bureau requested that the Detroit Office contact appropriate 
officials of the Fo i in an effort to ascertain the details 


surrounding trip to Indianapolis, and the Bureau pte 
also requeste ries be made relative to 


an employee ary for a , 
icé, upon erview stated y oa 


t length of time bw 






































er ty 
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ony crass 7 & on. oa 
RECORDED A | ae -43 E15 ad 
with reference ae trip to Indianapolis ~ Continued 9 
ENSE by relating that he 6en contacted by sometime in t b 


fall of 1942, and at that tim tq, him wunof fae isgay LY 


Keo ALL INFORMATION CONTAINE he 
ON ZARERENN (© SOU ASSIFED) ang i; 
Me BATE . /0//em. BY Se-orshuc- 
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Letter to the Director April l2, 1%3 


tat as (phonetic), the Ford Naval 
Training Station at Dearborn, Michigan, ha forme that_he had 


serving under him at that particular base a man by the name of ee that 
had been called a "submarine" and had been threatening to turn a eel 
or alleged irregularities on the part of 


with the idea in mind, according to 
j find something out about the 
who allegedly resided in Kansas City, 


























contacted 





y where_he succeede 
tion cones7>ine 


went to Indianapolis, where he contacted ea 
of the Ford Motor Company at In apolis, 
he purpose of his mission; that 2 allegedly 
the entire morning in an effort to locate some derogatory 
that shortly afte had his lunch, he 


& a great deal of derogatory informa- 













Pal that all of the information which he furnished relative 
' to the purpose of mission was very definitely given to the Detroit 
y Office as a matter of con ance, and th e did not desire this confidence 
f Violated by having the exact reason tor aa known to outside 
sources, Sa *::-< that in the event ecame known that he had supplied 


this info on, he mght become involved in a great deal of trouble at the 
Ford Company. 














stated that he 
general KMowledge that 





had always understood it to be more or less 


above reasons 


y 
s in Indianapolis eter 
Indianapolis in any connection with the 











o L. K. SMITH matt 
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In the absence o 
this line of the investiga 
Detroit Office, 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN {f UNCLASSIFIED | 
SEE E - 2G DATE __so/v/e2. BY scare 


MFMORANTUM FOR MR. JAMES ROWE, JR. 


THE ASSIST NT TO THE ATTORNEY GENFRAL / 





Re: GERALD L. KX. SUITH 
THE COMMITTRE OF OWE MILLION 
INTERSAL SECURITY 
SEDITION 


Further reference is had to ny ear latory of January 21, ere qv 
wherein I outlined the results of a certain nduc ted 
request as to the circunstances surroundin 













For your further information in this regard, the Bureau’ it 
Office has recently been advised by 


Mr. Piper —___ | = 1943 PM. 


Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 


Mr. Nease ~ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Miss Gandy . U.S. OEPAHTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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‘Wemorandum for Mr. Jes Rowe, Jr. WP Page Two 
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For your further information, it has been determined from a ‘7 

and reliable source the vs not in Indianapolis bp? : 
concerning any mat having pertinence to this ~ 

es of mbject Snith, : eS pv 


Very truly yours, 





Jz Edgar Heeved 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 












FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


THIS CASE ORIGINATEDAT DETROI?, MICHIGAN Fitz NO. 100n 7463 
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CHARACTER OF CASE 


GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, with aliases. IWNPERRAL SECURIFY 
THE COMMITTEE OF 1,000,000 CUSTODIAL piesina 


eenrTarTAamT 
WLW 



























TEFER PETTY RECCH DING 
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: On April 3, 1943 for the second tine in Cleveland, oe 
at the Franklin Auditoriun, m Agerica First Party 
Rally was beld, sponsored by the\Onited Mothers of 
America, GERALD L. Ki SHITE, ing to an ani- 
tence of approximately five bundred personas, 
announced that Mre, DAVID: TANLEY, President ef the 
United Mothers of America, bad arranged with Mayor 
LAUSCHE for the holding of ea similar rally in the — 
Cleveland Public Anditorfium April 27, 1943, SMITH 
announced that he expected the widow of ex-Senator 
ERNEST LUNDEZN to be present April 27, 1943 as a 
guest speaker. SHITH repeated many of the statemants 
previously made at this sane auditorium and in addie 
tion, ridiculed prominent ¥ ) Deal figures, include 
ing HARRY OPE INS and EERNARD CH. SMITH, after 
dieplaying a flag, (a combination of the British and 
United States flag with the union jack placed where 
normally the stars would de), threw it to the floor 
eno trampeled on it, SMITH introduced Captain BARL 

/ 
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WA bale 3 


oe 


aime of 


UTHARD, Past Departmental Commander, Veterans of 
oreign Wars, Chicago, Illinois, who spoke criticizing 
plans of certain *internationaliets" and the New 
Deal's prosecution of the war, A liet of some of the 
persons attending this meeting. as reflected by 
license numbers of cars, is being retained in the 
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Report of Special Agent Pee ny 
7) 49-43 at Detroit, Michigan. A 
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100-7463 


DETAILS: 


3 
YY For the second time in Cleveland on Saturéay night, April 3, 
1943 at 68:00 PM, an America First Party Rally wae held at the Franklin 
x Auditorium, 2515 Franklin Avenue, Cleveland, Ohie. Introductions were 
h made dy Mre, DAVID STANLEY, President of the United Mothers of America, 





Mre, STANLEY read from a prepared speech in which she stated that this 
was = world of hypoeriey and destructive evils, Mra, STANLEY condemned 
the proposed "World Court and World Government® allegedly being advocated 
by internationalists within the Federal Administration. 


Besides Mre, STANLEY on the platform wemMr. and Mrs, GERALD 
e ‘ L. KX. SMITH and Captain EARL SOUTHARD, The audience was approximately 
five hundred in number, completely filling the hall, comprieed in a 
large part of menbers of the United Mothers of America, their husbands 


fs yee 


‘ 
* and friends, together with elderly couples of German descent, 

a \ | Mra, STANLEY introduced GERALD L, EK, SMITH, National Chairman 
eo of the Committee of 1,000,000 and national orgmizer of the “America 
ee > First Party.* 

— ™ SMITH announced that Mayor FRANK LAUSCHE, after being again 


petitioned by Mrs, DAVID STANLEY and her group, 414 finally allow hin, 
SMITH, to speak April 27, 1943 in the ballroom of the Public Auditorium, 
\ SMITH stated that he hoped to have with him as a speaker, Mrs, ERNEST 
ig UNDEEN, wife of former Senator LUNDEEN of Minnesota, ‘SHMITH's remarks 
oe ere mainly, but more briefly, the same as those made at his previous 
a rally in this hall, 2-11-43, 


SMITH verbally attacked leading New Deal figures and the 

internationalists' ideas as to a post war type of government, He re 
peated his remarks that Vice President HENRY A.N\WALLACE should be im 
peached for his address on the annivereary of the*Ruasian Revolution, 
SMITH mentioned that miners and steel workers were having to live on. 

the meat rationed them, In comparison, he ridiculed HARRY HOPKINS and 
BEANARD BARUCH, pointing out that BARUCH had given a party at Washington 
where the price of the dinner was $110 a plate with seven kinds of meat, 

id forty kinde of food, and a rare vintage of champagne was served, 


SMITH likewise attacked food administrator CLAUDE th yroxanp 
for having a thousand pounds of meat and twelve hundred pounds of lard 
dn his refrigerator, stating that WICKARD should be on his way to the 

te 0 Federal Penitentiary, SMITH praised Representative HAMILTON FISH for 
a ad submitting an ammendment to a recent bill before the National Congress 
ce l which dealt with sabotage. — 
5 
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100=7463 
SMITH also pointed out that Wal hy NCHELL had been ordered 
to take off his uniform when marking hie radio adidreeses. 


SMITH displayed a flag which he stated was that of the "inter~ 
nationalists". The flag is made up basically of the United States flag 
with @ replica of the British union jack in place of the normal field of 
etars on the United States flag, SMITH after displaying the flag,to the 
audience, threwit down to the floor and trampeled on it, stating, "That's 
what I think of it,* . 


A good portion of SHITH's speech was taken up in the attack on 
the Biock Plan which was spongored by the Office of Civilian Defense, 
SMITH claimed that this plan: was being used by men close to the President 
as a basis for a fourth term campaign. 


SMITH aleo criticized the plan on the belief that the leaders 
of thie system would use it as a Gestapo agency within the United States; 
thus, the Block leaders would be instructed to talk to persons within 


a bta ian 
SESS GGG BHU PEPULY Sie eCror information whey OuvalA. 


Before introducing Captain SOUTHARD, SMITH asked for donations 
and pledges for the America First Party, and baskets were passed in the 
audience collecting such, SMITH requested that those contributing put a 
number up on the edge of their pledge cards or donation cards indicating 
the nunbder of invitations they would be able to distribute for the meeting 
to be held on April 27, 1943, 


Captain EARL SOUTHARD, Past Departmental Commander, Veterans 
of Foreign Wars, of Chicago, Illinois, addressed the audience for 
approximately an hour to an hour and a half. SOUTHARD, less vitriolic 
eMan SMITH, reviewed the progress of the war, criticized the policies 
of the present administration, and denounced the ideological form of 
governnent sponsored by the “internationalists®, 





PENDING. 


100007463 
UNDEVELOPED LEAD 
CLEVELAND FIELD DIVISION 
At Cleveland, Ohie 


Will report on the America First Party Rally 
scheduled for April 27, 1943 in the baliroom of the Cleveland 
Public A4nditoriu, 








«PENDING. 
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5-3-43 
62-3818 - 23 7 
ER ee FOR im. ae ROWE, JR. 
BECOBD STAY. Gh ; 
Attention: Mr. C. E. Rhetts 
Re: QERALD L. K. SUITH ; 
THE COMMITTEE OF ONE MILLIOW eo 
INTSRNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION 


For your information, there is tranemitted herewith a oopy 
of a re;ort submitted in connection with the above-entitled matter by 























oe Special scent a » et Cleveland, Ohio, on April 23, baw 
y j 1943. 
Very truly yours, 
nes, | John Edgar Hoover 
cere , 7a Director 
HES “A Eaclo 
. | NCAT QNTAINED 
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: + o\e 4 + 7 & i“ 
eae ad ane See eee wate water > 
kg? Mr. Tolson E unlag ltd Di serene: 
Mr. Er A. Tamm_ bhi EEE VY 
Mr. Clegg 2 ectnieate en et 
Mr. Coffey COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
; Mr. Glavin_. MAILE D ? 
_ Mr. Ladd 
r Mr. Nichols : 5.1943 P.M. 
oo Mr. Rosen * MAY . yf’) 
( ME < EESEY FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION OD 
Mr. Carson. *D:S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE Q 
‘ Mr. Harbo = 4 9 
‘ Mr. Hendon i 
ce ene e Set Mr. McGuire 
S2eee Mr. Mumford 
“fk Mr. Piper 
oh Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 
Mr. Nease 
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KEZORAHDUM FOR MR. JANFS ROTE 
TH: ASSISTALT TO Tih EY OF 









Attention: it. C, 8. Rhetts 


Re: GERALD 1, KV suren 
TiS COMIITTZR OF CHE MILLION 
INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION 


Reference iz made to our previous correspondence and to the 


reports which have heretofore bean made available to you in comection 
atthe, 


with tho investigation of this case. 


For your further information, there ore tranazit*ted herewith 


copies of tha following additional reports which have recently bean 





received: eee ee 
be,ort of Spectal sgont SMM ourastted at cate, 
Michizan, on April 9, 1943. S a 
; on : 





Report of Special Agent CD win: tte: at Pittsbarzh, 
Pennsylvania, on April 14, 1943. 


Tolson_ I am also transaitting with this mmorsndum copies of the 
E. A. Témfuary, February, and Larch, 1943, issues of subject's publication, 
Clege_ Tha Cross and thu Flag,” wich, ss you will note, are listed as 
Coffey_enclosures on page twenty~three of Special Agent port. 


Glavin 


Ladd Very Th 3 
Nichols 
Rosen Cd . 43 
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| A booklet of spproxinately hundred pages entitled, a 

Enenies," was published by Gerald L. Ki-Dnith at epee ilehigan 
1939. Accordin; to an advertiseacht leaflet ciroulated with this booklets 
it purportedly describes the relationship between “over 700 pesseeie: Reds, 
fellow travellers, spies, agitators, Hitlerites, Stalinites,® and Arerican 

, wehools, churches, lzbor unions, and governmental agenci:s. An introductory 

‘page to the booklet states that the data set forth ticrein ere nee on 

-“Concrescional Comittee Reporte, police records, photostatic copies of 

documentary evidence, and the affidavits of living witnosses.* 


The booklet was apperently witten by Smith and according to a notation 
; ering therain, was published in furtherance of Suith's efforts ae leader of 
the “Commi ttee of Une Killion.® 


Sila et 


- Gerald Le EK. Smith was born at Pardeeville, Wisconsin, during 
are _Febpuary, 1898, and after having gradusted from the Valparaiso (Indiana) 
“University, took up active duty as a minister, He held several pastorates 

ne ultim«:tely becane located at Shreveport, Louisiana, ss = minister of 
the King's Hichway Guurch of Shreveport. . : 


Doring 1932 “and 1933 Smith becane interested in the politicel movenent 
of the late Sonator Buey Long, amd eventvally in 1934 left the ministry and took 
up duties as a public epeaker and organiser for Senator Long. lie remained so 
envased until Long's death, : 


iz In 1938 Smith moved to Ustroit, Michigan, where he endeavored to found 
Ses in or, enisation known as the "Comittee of One Hillion.” The self-snnounced 



































“See principles of this orjanisation wore listed as follows: 
.~ Mr. Tolson 
Vr. E. A. Tamm "1. To rebuild the Spirit of Anerica. 
Mr. Clege "2. To wipe cut t& the last vestige, Comunisn, Kasisn snd 
Mr, Coffey Fascism in all forns, 
Mr. Glavin. "3. To redefine the fnerican National Character. 
Mr. Ladd "4. To inst!1l a new spirit in szerican Youth, dedicated 
hee IN ehote intellectually and physically; to the maintenance of 
ote Rosen COi,:~SCé«éARR@can Anatitutions. 
2 ky "5. To isauo a call to farmers and laborers to reeist what 
a cae tbc is now known to be an international plot to make the / a3 
eu acne part of @ world revolution. 54 af 
zs Es AaTRO "6. To rededicate the citizenry of Anerica bean fi 
peu agen altar and to the spirit of the Church, an) 
= ir ees "7, To secure the xalntenzice of a well-defined standard tof a" 
t. Mumford American living.*® 9 WAY ib {9 13 
Mr. Piper s vy Doras 
Mr. Quinn Tamm_ COPIEg DE RECORDED 2 
STROY» oe 4 : 
Mr. Nease rv) & : 
Miss Gandy Woe OCT 13 1964 INDEXED Ay ee 
7, ees, : Res er cai 
oe ; Los Ai? ae 








Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr, 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


the "Comittee of One Million" but reportedly ma never successful in estsblishing 
en orzaniszsation of any significent size. 


eee eee Re ee ee) 


(3 ao Gee oa 


Smith distributed a good bit of literature in atte pting to promote 


According to Saith, the "Comittee of 


One Killion® still exists, but it is unterstood that in recent montis Sxl th 
has been principally engazed in an attempt to form a third political party 


know: as the dcerica First Party. 


this party from the remants of the America First Comittee, 


According to bis ow statexcnts, Saith hes always bean 


Allegedly Salth hopcs to gain support for 


strongly 
opposed to Comsuniga, and it is knom that from time to tine he has distributed 
a good bit of literature concerning Commmisn, and its allegod efforts to 
penetrate the American way of life. 


general election ss a “*arite-in*® candidate, 


Saith reportedly was a strong advocate of isolationion before the 
involvement of the United States in the war, but it is understood that in 
recent months his public stetenents heve beon directed primarily against 
the rationing aysten em allered dictatorial trends in this country. 


lurin: the sumer of 1942, Saith unsuccessfully sought the Republican 
nosination for United States Senator from the State of Michigan. 
he was defeated in the ?rimary Flection, he maintained hia candidacy in the 


rater poor showing in the general election. 


Tolsons 

E. A. Tamm_ 
Clegg 
Coffey 
Glavin_ 
Ladd 

Nichols 
Rosen 
Tracy 
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Miss Gandy 


Even though 


It is unterstood thet he made a 


Incident to hie work as loader of the "Committee of One Killion*® 
end the Arerica First Party, Smith has published e magasine known as "The 
Cross and the Flag." This publicction has from tine to time set forth rie 
general policies and programs as outlined above. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
|, Taiecasgomomarapat DETROIT, MICHIGAN rux wo. 100-5778 
i ¥ | mEPonT mADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY pt 
vi WHICH MADE 
(of orem, a. | we | | 
“* “wr ya) CHARACTER OF CASE 
mee eo eeamnnd KENNETH SMITH, with aliases INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
T TTEE OF ONE MILLION Custodial Detention 
SEDITION 
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: GERALD L. K. SMITH spoke before a crowd of 750 people 
at North Side Carnegie Free Library, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
e on 4/1/43 denouncing the Administration's rationing 
te program, criticizing present U. S. relationship with 
UN eee Russia and England, and demanding impeachment of Vice 
President WALLACE. No seditious statemente noted. 
| . RE TERRED RECORDING 
ee ; 
DETAILS: Inasmuch as the Detroit Office had requested th 





agent be present at the speech given by GERALD f. K. SMITH 

at Pittsburgh on February 22, 1943, information regarding which Subject was 

see eas reported in the report of Special igent QUAI at 2 March 20, 1943 at b 
a ec Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, it was deemed advisable to cover the subsequent meet ing 
s held by SLOTH in Pittsburgh on April 1, 1943. 





ee At this meeting, which was held in the evening eat North 

Side Carnegie Free Library, SMITH, to a large extent, repeated what he had said 
in his talks previously given in Pittsburgh which were reported in the report of 
Special Agent re ferred to above. 





SMITH criticized the nation's rationing program; he assailed 
Senate Bill #666 on manpower conscription, terming it the "Gestapo Bill" inasmuch 
as he claimd meffort was being made to catalog and regiment the entire popula 
tion in order to take away constitutional rights of the people, further claiming 
that the Bill would authorize the separation of families involuntarily, forcing 
husbands to work in war industries in some part of the country while the wives 
: might be forced to work in another part of the United States, and in addition, 
: claiming that the Bill would require all men to work or fight. 
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: SMITH assailed SERNARD BARUCH as a supporter of the 
"Gestapo Bill", He alleged that BARUCH asserted that if people refused to 
submit to the demands of the Government to do war work, their rations would 
be cut. He referred to BARUCH'S farewell party given in honor of LEON HEN- 
DERSON at the Carlton Hotel in Washington, D. C. SMITH declared that 
BARUCH and the Administration were attempting to so control the lives of the 
people that when peace came we would have a peace time dictatorship. 





SMITH declared that Vice President WALLACE should 
be impeached for his pro-Comminist attitude and that someone like CHARIES 
LINDBERG should be elected president; he believed that the next president 
would be from th rica First Party. 


SMITH read a newspaper article appearing in the 
: Pittsburgh Sun Telegraph newspaper dated April 1, 1943 giving account of a 
Z verbal attack made by representative BRADLEY of Michigan on the alleged 
fourth term aspirations of the Administration, supposedly being engineered 
by LANDIS, NEYHUS, WICKARD, C. DAVIS and others. SMITH pointed out that the 
Sun Telegraph is a Hearst newspaper and that he has noted that this news- 
Sane paper has been the strongest Pittsburgh paper to support the principles for 
ee ae which the America First Party stands. He stated that BRADLEY was introducing 
a bill to limit the number of terms that a president may bold office to two | 
pies ee terms. He further referred to the Sun Telegraph newspaper, and it was appar— 
Seo, ent that he was making considerable effort to advertise the paper, doing 
everything but suggesting that supporters of the America First Party read the 
a Sun Telegraph newspaper regularly. . 


os, ak | He remarked that WALTER WINCHELL'S navy uniform had 
ws 3 . . been taken away from him and that WINCHELL is now back in private life. 


Ne ? 
Ma gat” 


k 


SKITH referred to the "thousands" of able bodied 
"draft dodgers" who now hold Government clerical jobs in Washington, D. C. 


a ; SMITH criticized the lend lease program whereby 
gains Russia was permitted to borrow Henry Ford's rubber plant. He alleged that 

) Japan was selling rubber to Russia, that Russia fe selling rubber products 
to the United States in return for food and supplies, and that as a result, 
in effect, the United States is buying rubber from Japan and selling Japan 
war materials with which to fight us. | | : 
SMITH declared that WALTER VENIG, English goverment 
representative recently in the United States, said that Ingland has kept no 
records of the amount of material obtained from us and that England does not 
intend to keep any records either now or after the war, and that VENIG had 
implied that England has no intention of paying for the material which she ie 
now obtaining from the United States under the lend lease program. 

















lirs si atte: mentioned in the previous report 
of Special Agent es | acted as chainman of the meeting. Mre. 67! 
CHARLES H. EN, & relérred to previously, was on the speaker's plat- 
fora. aun 


During the course of the meting SMITH again asked 
for contributions to the America First Party and passed out envelopes which 
members of the audience would use to indicate the mount which they could 
regularly give each month to the America First Party cause. Any amount which 
they cared to contribute on that evening in question was also to bs placed 
in the envelopes. SMITH stated that he did not desire that anyone pledge 
himself to give less than $1.00 per month to the fund. 


At the meeting there wae also distributed to the 
audience a printed leaflet entitied "Awake America To The Dangers Of World 
Government", This leaflet attacked the efforts made by organisations in 
support of a world goverrment or world union to control world affairs subdse- 
quent to the present war. At the bottom of the leaflet was a notation that 
any voluntary contributions to the organisation (meaning the America First 
Party) should be sent to the Defenders of George Washington's Principles, 
Post Office Box 8227, Pittsburgh (17), Pennsylvania. A copy of the said 
leaflet is being retained in the Pittsburgh file. 


It is noted that several copies of admission cards 
which were necessary to gain entrance at the meting hald at the North Side 
Carnegie Free Library on April 1, 1943, were received at the Pittsburgh Office. 
Copies of these cards are being retained in the Pittsburgh file as well as 
a handbill advertising SMITH'S scheduled talk on April 1, 1943. 


It is further noted that SMITH announced at the 
mesting that irs. ERNEST LUDEEN, wife of the late Senator LUDEEN, would come 


to Pittsburgh in the near future and spesk to an audience of America First 
supporters, 


Since there are no further outstanding leads in 


this Division, the case is being Referred Upon Completion To The Office Of 
Origin. 


~ REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN - © 
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“S. JOHNAEDGAM HOOVER 4, 
: a DIRECTOR C 
Feet Federal Bureary af Linuestigation 


United States Department of Justice 


Washington, D. ¢. 
Detroit, Michigan 


AIR MAIL - SPSCIAL DELIVERY 





Director, FBI 
Attention: Mechanical Section 
oO 
Re: GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, 


with aliases; 
OQMVITTES OF 1,000,000; 





a INTERNAL SECURITY; 

on CUSTODIAL DETENTION; 

wae SEDITION. (62-438)8) 
ae Dear Sir: ~ Ee Oe 


There is being enclosed herewith a roll of exposed 
minipan film containing ©xposures of papers made in connection 
with the investigation of the above-entitled case, 


It is respectfully requested that this film be 
developed and three prints, 8 x 10 inches in size, be developed 
and returned to the Detroit Field Office, 


In view of the extreme importance of this case, it 
will be greatly appreciated if this matter could be given 
expeditious attention, 


t 
pe of = 32 pare Very truly yours, 


wae Af begetie 
Aj 
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DETROIT, HICHIGAN / 5-7 /h3 


Title 


as — } 


ierecter 


4/9/43, 


Ly a 
GSRALD LYIAiH KSFNETH SMITH, with clidccs- INTERKAL SECURITY - G 
Gerzld L, YOSmith, Gerald L. KOSerect; CUSTODIAL DETE:TION 
T Aol ITTES OF 1,000,000 SEDITION 
SYNOPSIS: Sudject SiITH continuing to orgenizQW=RIca 
- OF FIRST PAnTY in Mic>isen end several other mide 
; i western stztes. Supoort received from former : 
. X momoers Of¥A RICA FIRST COLITTEE, followers 
of REVEREND “CHARLES ©. \COUGHLIE NUNITED OTHERS 


OF AVERICA and other isdletionist groups. Plans 
méde for isolétionist president candidate in 1944 
j from Republicens or De.:ocrets; otherwise AMERICA 
FIRST PARTY will furnish ons. LINDBERGH and 
‘ GURTON K. WIRELER succested. Cannaien cgainst 
world fecerationr eftcr er lounched by Subject 
Ye pronesende anc debates, SNITH snensored 
‘picketing of CLARENCE K.\STREIT'S lecturcyand 
sistributing of litsreture obtained fromf/COl3lITTEE 
“OF AVERICAF “JOLSI! AGAINST CORT UNIS;: INCORPORATED, 
TE YORK CITY. SMITH attensted to unsect Iilenigan 
State Senator STAN oe os ¢ Communist. SiITH 
believed to heve contcét with REVEREND GERALD 3. 
\TISROD, Wichite, Karacs; 1S, ELIZADZTANDILLING, 
hiecgo, Illinois; REV2REID HARRY RYCLAEK, Sioux 
City, Iove: end REVERZYD &. es DGS, Detroit, 
Michiggn. Subject continues mohthly publicction 
of npn tro: s anc the Flag" moreging with circulation 
of enprorimetely 7,000. Pronted end spoken vropa- 
panda of Subject criticizes Administretion's policics 
in rationing, internetionalism, Comzunist influence 
end other aspects of the Administretion's wer effort. 
SHITE s:ows keen interest in nation-wide indictment 
for seditious conspirecy. Janucry issue of "The 
IES DESTROYED cross and the Flac" sent to a member of the armed 


"S5_¢ 29 1964 forces, - Pp - 
! 


NED 


| 


UNCLASSIFIED 


5 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAT 


HEREIN I 
DATE 






i ovo (ees eer 
¢ 
on, 
1 
XQ 


ae. ee 
i a a UE 242| FB 
/ Conics # . 19 
Suresu 2 kew York \- é 
a ‘ ba ? 
+ Cricago (Informetion) _ AP " 1943 
Cleveland 2 San Antonio ae ut 
‘Indienepolis ,Z Jsshington Field Gi 44 


; : ARV 
nonses City 1 USA-Detroit yp rat L¥,F4 Pe 
(4 Niulwoukce (Inforartion), 5 Detroi aad & 
Seite . “| 


Fs 4 . 


ne en re 





Py aca FRADE Leal atessb et Sater TT Pt eeat ee nent, im weiner ores, PEG Ree ee ner BERT eee MET eee 
aa re are ot fou, npn 2 Sate he eget, TINEA PY ee a Ne ‘ 3 Rest . aoe 


we ot ay 1 : te 
can pte 














4 fem, igh aty Sy eS 
~ or eg ae . Sf “fo 
Pans Se wa Mee i eter Saha 
. 2 ee Neatat tae air eget oe Vane ety 
: ws ! 


orth a! ps cng meee et. , EAE EE pn PEER OCC OTE wiih ga gee ee ci fu ee x 


‘ V 


(Detroit file 62-1126) 


4 


REFERENCE: 21,3818) ~ Report of Special Agent ae bre 
deted Januzry 25, 1943 at Detroit, 


Michigan. 
DETAILS: At Detroit, Niehigen: 






» Wiose identity is ‘morn to b0 
ne ! eS acvised upon recontect thet SMITH is: 
continuing to organize the AlDAICA FIRST PARTY in Hichisan end severel other 
mid-western states, His meetines are now veing held under the name of the 
A‘SRICA FIRST PARTY rather than under the name of THE COhl ITTEE OF 1,000,600. 

The AMERICA FIRST PARTY is registered as en indevendent orgenization. distinct 
from THE COMMITTEE OF 1,000,000 and the fEDERATION OF AMBNICANIZATION OF 

PICTICAM INCORPORATED, ¢ Michifen corporetion whicn has heretofore been used 

ce é€ fiscal agent by Subject. 


SMITH has explained to informent that tre purpose of 
the separete identity was to keep the neture of the FEDERATION OF AMERICANIZA- 
TION OF HICHIGAN INCORPORATED and THS COMIITTEE OF 1,000,000 completely non- 
political, It was e}so nointed out that under the charter of THE COLZ“ITTEER 
OF 1,000,000 and thefFZDERATION: OF AMERICANIZATION OF J°ICKIGAN INCORPORATED, 
those corporetions were not empowered to teke up any coilection for politial 
ourpose, 


Informent stated that the trade name Te Ae FIRST 
PatTY wos registered with the Cler of “layne County Court in/’Detroit, ~ 
Michigan, end the headquarters wes given cs 2006 Industrial National Bank 
Building, Detroit, Michigen, wiich has been the hcaccuarters of SNITH'S 
CO. ITTH2 OF 1,000,000 end FEDERATION OF AMERICARIZATICN OF ?ICiIGAN 
INCORPORATED. 


Informant stcted GSRALD L. K. SIITH wes the instigator 
of the picket line that surrounded thse entrance of the Deproit. Athletic Club 
on Januwry 13, 1943, when CLARENCE K, STREIT, author of fini Nou"! and 
advocate of world federation, addressed the members of tthe Detroit Atiletic 
Club, Informent stéted thet hrs. SHITH told him that the women wno were 
picketing STREIT were se same group thet hod picketed LORD HALIFAX when ne 
visitcd Detroit lzst yea 
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Thile the picket vas going on SWITH'S -coptce son, Gani 


1g 

Z. SHITE, distributed numerous circulcrs criticiz ing z QURENCE § STRELT S plen 
73 sat forth in ‘Ypion.Nou." Thess pomphlets were obtain ed by ned by Siti fron’ 
THs Sr ITTEE OF NRICAE TOLEN AGAINST Corl URISLL INCORPO.ATID, Nat rou: CITY, 
og, Tid) dieses “Quidam Nersest 16G the picket line “na other womon picucters 
wore recruited from the ranks on. OTHERS OF AVERICA bv IS. KURRAYZUC Tes. 


\ 


\ 


fk vhotograph of the picket line enpearcd in the "Detroit 
Free Press‘ hea Jenuary 14, 1943 under the ception MUPIC.. hdr ROVOKES PROTLST 
2 VeRO rty Pac nhotogre on shows women picts in front of oe Detroit 
ab lLetie ee protcustiis world union olen. of CLARENCS K. STREIT. “irs, Gercld 
L. &. Smith (second fron left) lid the oiexets ile Streit addressed Detroit 
Nrtuincss men.'' The picket signs rzac :s follows: 
NKHEP AUEAICA Ll DEPSiDEI 
WACERICS FI ast" 
MOLE -3:. OV So an 
WSTREIT IS £ TrsiTORt: 
Meurer NOY! IS TRAsox® 


Inforiaznt statcd tnzt om is meinteining « close contact 
Cs PT al:  aaeD\sor THAD of tric Woes ene’ f Forcien YWers, Chics go, Illinois, 


sts oF a 

SOUT EARD. COMmpLIFCHUSd Silt Lor Causes} sensation in picketing CLARENCE 
ST-EIT at. the Datroit Atsictic Club, -sOUTSARD: anfored si ITe: a. t ho himself 
cesisted in the writ-ne of tne prr nphlet which ves distributed bv THE COM ITTEE 
OF fi BRICK” TORE AGAINST COMUNIGi: of Now Yor's City. 


SOVTH.APD tole SiIT that he nimeclf wrote ¢ Ictter dorcunc- 
ing any cttemot et world government, ana “the t the letter wes writtcn on the 
stationery of the Veterans of Forcisn Tsrs. Consequently, SOUTHARD wes soing 
to be court-mertislea by the Vetercns of: Forei ga “lars for neving written such 


t-eriticism on the officiel ststionery. 


Informent st7ted that SCUTUARD and SMITY discussed the 





meeting thet wes hold in Chicego, Illinois on Jenusry 15, 1943 with the 
cssistence of SSOUTHARD and VILLLYYCUACEY Over one tiousend people attended 
and Si1ITd obtzeined subscrivtions td 12772 oat to tne extent of mas tha 

me hundred dollars. . 


s 


Informent stated thet he belicved SLITH was nninteining 
eentact with GERALD 3. “'L°ROD of ““ienite, Kensas tarough tas intenacdisry 
AAVEREDD E. J. ROLLINGS of Detroit, 1 Hichican ard REVEREND LELAND J-ARIOK of 


Por tine ec, liichican. i 


, 
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SLITS expressed his resret to informant thet the APERICA 
PIRST COM ITTES had disbended efter December 7, 1941. He nod decided to 
oreenize the peneseas zon ITT25 “ll over the United Stetcs cs o working 
eus of tne ARICA F PARTY. It vole not dx. neeesscry for @ menber 
ne & ERICA FIRST = a withdrew from cither the Ruoublican or the 
Junocretic Pert. The nurnese of the ATDRICA FIRST PAPTY, according to S!ITH, 
CO, BEUre ‘t.c “qn0a Ss vonls of t..e Unit 
a 


of aa Stetes thet they vill neve 4a rea 
ecciec Lor orcsident in 1944 end oe vrotcucted from 2 recurrence of the 1540 
saituetion when they hed to choose buti: ccn ROOSEVELT ana “TILLKTEZ, 


Siler timecl¢ composed tic slovens thet wore to 2« disnleycd 
“Coe Orreaizevions 1 mceting on Jenurry 10, 1943:-et Boples Holl, Detroit, t 
OE BEY s slorans rota as follows: 


NSILLIOVS FOR DErarSes WOT £ POPry FOR ITS -TIOFAL 


NBUTTSR FOR A! callCa FIRST! 
"ORDER Of LOYALTISS--AN 2D FORCsS FIRST, CIVILIANS 


CTOP CARD AY 


asicdal’ 


saCOlD, ALLIGS THIRD, IST OF “IORLD List! 
"BRING TH3 BOYS HOME RY THE We IS "ON" 


NO FOURT.:- Tada" é 


APERICs PLOT VEANS FEED, CLOTHE AND Dak MD se C eS FIRST! 


UTS FOUN FneaDO.'S FOR sMRICA FIRST" 


"DRIVES Tis INTEREATIONALISTS OUT OF ~!.S INGTON! 
W's FIGAT sLL ATTH PTS AT VORLD GOVERNEENT# 


NGEORGE “TASHIVGTON 2D VOT HENRY “TMLLACE VILL DaCIDs 
OF si ZnIca" 


WAVERICA SIRET IY ZR AUD PEsLCE" 
ue at SITE'S mecting on Janury 10, 19:3, he ennounced tne 

. tion, of tre oe see ST PakTY end distributed < press release to thet 
slease wes obtcined by Special agcnt 
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"To oc relecsed not carlicr 
then &: -O p.me,y Sunday, 
Release | Jenucry 10, 1943. 


va oSLCA FIAST 1 OVELExT REVIVED. 
3oRALD L. kh. SKITH LEADS IF LAGNCHING ALCRICA FIRST PARTY Ob: NATION] 
ite BaSIs. 


“NaTIONAL HiaDQUARTE..S TO BE IY DETROIT. 
JO. ITTEE OF 1000 IN 4S STATES BCING APPOINTED BY SMITH. 
“CO LEADERS *@EETISG Il! DETROIT APPROVE PLANS. 


“ALD ZNTUUSIAS:: PRsvaILsS AS StITH CRIGS OUT FOR "ID DEPENDE!T DfSTI:Y" 
POR A TON. APTiR THE “iat. 


“SSSATLS “TILLY TE TALLACE INTER: ATION ALIS... 


YOR ATION OF AISRICA FINST P4RTY SAPETY-FINST MOVE pe ANS Se Te MIN 
sash CLD PLRrTIfS GO IVTERVATIOVALIST IF 1544." 


S2RLY QVROUNCELEPT OF PLAYS REQUIRED Iy ORDER TO GST OF BALLOTS IN 
OTATSS REQUIRING NOTICHS Lore I” ADVANCE. 


SITH TO TOUR NATION, 2 EETINGS -ALNZADY SCHEDULED IX CuIcaco, ST. PavL 
APD i Ih BAPOLIS, 


VATIOVAL COMITTSE REPRESS'TING ALL STATES TO ?EZT IN SPRING TO PLAN 
ETRLTEGY. 





"In a surprise meneuver Grald L, Kk. Smith, notionclly-!mnown 


isoletiorist and bitter enemy of ths Henry Jellece philosophy of inter- 
netionclism and the VYillkie philosophy of world polities, called ° 
torether 500 of his picked lecdors in Detroit, Sundey cfternoon, Januery 10. 


"Ho not only revived th. Anvrico First idvc, but formed ¢ working 
committee end leunched = campsigen to orgenize an gmerica First perty. 

"Cheering delerstes, reminiscent of the old arcrica First rallies: 
a rellies conducted under the auspices of the Committee of 1,000,000, 
oeraded and marched up snd down the aisles under banners bearing the 
“ Llowing slovans: 
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N3ILLIONS FOR DEFENSE - NOT OFS PENNY FOR DsTsiATIONALIST PROPAGANDA! 


SUTTeh FOR APSRICAKS FIRST! ORDER CF LOYALTY: 1. ARMED FORCES’ 

a. CIVILIAN 3s ALLIES 4. WREST OF JORLB! BRING 30YS HOME 
visa: FAR IS “JOM! “EE FIGHT “JORLD GOVERNMENT! NO FOURTH TERM! 
LUST HAVE A CHOICE IP 19443 AERICA MUST REMAIN INDEPEMDENT! 

“TteT FOR APERICAYS FIRST! ALEIVA FIRST 13 ANS - FEED, CLOTHE, 

“SFG:'D .-ERICAFS FIRST! THE FOUR FAtsDOMS FOR AZ SICA FIRST! 

nea ICA FIUST If WAR AND PIACEt RUN THE INTERNATION ALISTS CUT OF 
TASHIFGTONS 


"Phe conduct of the war is not an issue," said Smith, “Je all 
assume that every petriotic Americéen -7ill do all in his power to 
3ffect an early militery victory. The alarming activities of such 
inteynationel sts es Henry tlallece and “Yendell Willkie in their 
ecte:ipt to promote us into a world government after the war have 
inspired the formation of this emergency party. 


mpne best way for the Democrats to kill this new narty movenent 
43 to put a man like Burton kh, “heeler in leadership, end the best way 
one Republicans can kill this party movement is to respect the 


: saitorial policy of such journals as the Chicago Tribune, cuit 'pussy-= 
footing’ and follow the course marked out by men like Taft, Brooks and 
Lindbergh," é 


"Midst cries of greet enthusiasm, Sinith continued by sayine: 
"dere is tne te:t of our ca..paicn - This gesture to forme new party, 
called the America First party, is a safety-first neasure. “Ye must 
cevise the mechanics and set up tiie me cninery for 2 new party. Tris — 
Will rot be a "Third" pons This is to be an active, agressive | 
party just in case the two old parties merge, as tnev virtually did 
in 1940 when we were forced to choose between Willkie and Roosevelt." 


. "Continued Smith, "This step is being taken eighteen months in 
acvance of the National Conventions of the two parties, because if we 
wait until 1944 or even late this year, ve will not be enle to set on 
the 2allot in some states, If we do not set up the cachinery for a 
new party, we will have no means for ex>ressing our independence in 
1944 - should both old parties nominate internationalist and give us no 
znoice, as they did in 1940." 


"If we set up the mechinery for a new oarty and the two old parties 


nergey then we will have preserved the two-party system. If, on the other 
nd, the Democrats rescue their party from the New Deal Communists and 


Y a 





x ae ee Ce 2 es A ee 
Saat : fs were ype en, oe ee ern eke ee ea nas : ae cote . rf 
Hee ae zeyeter CSTR pr eee ener 2 pga MEE ee IN Re wy Near pa Ee EN CF TT 7 Aa ential Tae Tea, a mes er BS iets Dee eet gees . : fa . ty 
ir Tid Ss . : wee her aie ed ea ies i eh eed a fat i me pe es atte yee Raec Sis ba Ht : . : a are 
: . . roan ws rs a i . ete OS ary ane ae, c : j 
ei 2 os 


. * 2 ty fy ie, Es. ete es eet sini as a t wo 
aang Se Et Ct Sal le RE MN, ie cally) antl ett botanic Sala Stren baa an MS we me 





i 


yer rare erie tT. 
ar’ Peay s 
24% i ” 


. . * . 
<i & 
’ ” . 
. 


(Detroit file 62-1126) 


yureaucretic Fascists and nominate a good man - we can support him, If the 
Republicens elso nominete 4 good man, cevoted to an independent Cestiny for 
Aaerica, then our new party can dissolve, because if both old parties remain 
toue to the traditions of the people by putting Anerica First in their 
cletform and in the selection of their leadershiv and in the nomination of 
“i elr candidates - there will be no need of the America First party." 


mBut, if the bureaucratic Fascists and the New Deal Communists keep 
trol of the Denocratic party and the Republican perty goes “Jillkie or 
-€S &€ Comnotiine attitude - then ve shall strike!" 


cor 
~ 
Aa 


ai 
1 


"Sita advised all the leaders attending the meeting to continue to 
Jo active in one of the old parties in order that the America First 
jertiment might be generated within the old parties, but he called on 
‘is people to be prepared to do whatever necessary in order to set up the 
ncninery for 2 safety-first party to be known as the Soe party. 
"Leaders all over America" seid Smith, "ill set up units such as the 
qoerge ashington, the Lindbergh mit, the “heeler unit, the Taft, the 
Secoks unit. “These units can name themselves after any public ficure, 
Living or dead,who hes taien a courageous stand in favor of an “independent 
destiny" for America." 


min fact," said Smith, "we woulcn't coubt but whet a unit might de 
named after the late Senator Lodge, who almost single-handed held Sack the 
tidal weve of internationalism when he took the floor of the United States 
Senate following the last war against foreim entanglements end our 
mombershio in the Leerue of Ketions." 


ce fe wish," said Smith, "thet all Americans could concentrate on just 
one thing at this time -- winning the war as soon as nossible, But, inasmeuh 
as our Vice President and the titular head of the Republican party, Wendell 
Yillkic, and thousands of others in positions of greet political power and 
prominence are working day and night to get us into some sort of world state - 
those of us who are still foolish enougn to oelieve in the Declaration of 
Incependence and the philosophy of George Woshineten concerning foreign 
entanglements feel thet the time has come for us to devise an instrument to 
de uSed in the expression of our will concerning these naEROrS ¢ 


"Smith announced that a working com.ittee of one esaeena would be 


fs pointed all over the United States, who vould be asked to carry out in 
-ctail plans for launching the committee, 
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"Contiruing, he said: "I nope and pray that the two old parties, or at 


1-eSt one of the two old perties, wiil so rescue themselvcs from the tentacles 
22 intcrnetionelist political conssirecies to the end thet the consummetion of 


"1S movement vill be unnecessary ~ but et this moment the picture looks so 
ave: thet ve cenrot run the risk of being caught detivecn tio evils, as we were 
ai, 1SLO." 


wie expect to be sucared anc dubbed with el) the bitter nicknames the 
spemy can commcné. Politicisns who in this derk sour can afford to sit cown 
to “Oeper plate dinners snd 23 kinds of food, while the working people of 
wicrlec cannot even 7ct butter enc moet, naturally are prenered to pcersccute 
woss of us who risc up to say - lc, the pcople, are still here," 


mye arc proud of the slogan "Arcrice First in Wer and Peace" and we 
sac wnssnancd to pray for end fight for an indenendcnt costiny for America 
ter tais war," 

NMActhough chisf aaphasis at the initial mseting had to do with the issue 
“2 trtormationel nolitics, Smith announced "et an ve.ly date we shall 
swonssize other potent issues." 


me shall supoort a thorourch investi-ation of Lend-Leesc eectivitises, es 
cing incucureted by Senetor Burton K. ‘inceler. “Ye shall put the interssts 
of service men, such es compensetians, bonus:s end reemployment projects chead 
of money, squandering schemes nov.bcing Matched by those vho would statter 
our weelth all over the world efter the war." 


——- 


"te shall fight ell tondencices toverd burceucretic Fescisn," 


a 


nye shall sunvort 21) petriotic La>or movements: which arc ‘<ept in the 
ands of ~atriotic Americen lsedershin," 


i + 


j 
utc shall oppose any rclaxetion of the imaizretion lews after the wer," 


"ic shall support < protcctive teriff in order that the Amcricen worker 
QL guerenteed protcction egainst slave lebor competition in forcicn nations," 


"ie shell supnort.the Am:ricen Farm Bloc in Conrress now eticaapting to 
cewe ths American fermer from bcing reduced to regimented pvonage on @ per 
ath the poasentry of forcign nations.” 


"we believe in lifting the standard of viorld Livinz by exemple and good 
712 out not’ by the reduction of the living stcnderdssof our own people," 


' 
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- 
(Ths contents of this rlezse heve Deen rued by me and are correct. ) 
4 
| (signed) GERAD L. i. SHITH 0" 
/ SHITH cxoleincd to NURNAY@KMOVLES, a former leader of 


tie AMERICA FIRST COM ITTEE, Detroit, Michigan, thet he would cppoint a 
con Iftce of one thousend cs an Executive Comuittce for tic ABRICA FIRST 
PanuTY. His nurnose in coinz this wes to rcouire his opoonents to 'seattcr 
their shots" instsed of singling out 2 few pcople to haress,. 


SHITH justified the revival of the AMENICA FIRST moviument 
in tre form of the AUZRICA FIRST PAXTY, inasmuch es the ¢cetivitics of HabRy 
“aLLACH on@ EYDELL ‘TITTEIE hed cut the United St«tcs into the denecr of being 
drown into @ vost-wer world sovernnent. 


SHITY cxpleined to Mr, “NOVLES thet if the Democrats“should 
nomincte BURTON K, “NEELER for presicent in 1944, or if the Republicans shovld 
nominete TAYT or LINDBERGH, it vould be unncecsscry for the AMMRICA FIST PARTY 
to nominete its ovm candidate. The AMJUNICA FIRST PA TY wes instituted as én 
ceressive forcy in cese tno Democrets cnd Renublicans substeantielly morgo cs 
they did in 1940 when the people hed to choose betvecn ROOSEVELT end “TILLKIG, 


SMITH steted thet if the Denocrats nominate © good man 
anc rescue ticir party fron the New Decl Com-unists end burezucratic Fascists 
end if the Repnblicens nominete ¢ good men devoted to an indenendsnt cestiny 
for Ancrica = then the AITSRICA FIRST PARTY could 2o dissolved. 


'ITH proposed to MUMMY KYOCLES thet the platform of 
the AMERICA FEST PéRTY cs tentetively drown by nina vould urge én investisetion 
of lenc-lease ectivitiss, support compensetions, bonuses and re-cmployment 
for serviceragp, fignt all ettempts at burccueratic Fescisn, support oll 
netriotic labor movements in the hends of petriotic Amcricens, supnort a2 
“igh toriff, supoort a ferm dloc in Congress and to sst an erample of high 
living standard for the world instecd of lowcring the Amcricci: standare of 
living in order to raise the stendard of living in the rest of the world. 

a Informent stated thet SKITH has instructcd his manager, 
3ERY AnD aNoaian, to Sign @ll noccssery popers in’ th; following manncrs 
"A ERICA FIRST PARTY, BER! ARD DOAN, AGE!T." 


a5 9 Leper ens oe ee perm ce RT mor 
SEERA 5 ee owes aan a an ae se 


BO Be ES ot oad 


3 
i> 


PLES, BNI SORES 









(Detroit file 62-1126) 


Infommnt stetcd thet SMITH qabarked on en active canncign 
to sects Stete Senstor STAM LEY NOVAK ont of his sezt in the Michirean Senate. 
SUITH advised scvercl stfte enctors in Pee thet he hed informetion of 
his on thet would prove that MOJAT wes ¢ Communist and thercfore unfit to 
revorusent the people of Fichizen. 








hed besn in contcret with the office of 

‘otor Conncny, Sttumoting to oot-in inform: 
‘Ovor Conpony ¢ to tne -ffoet thet NOAM hed ong 
assigned one of his cmnlovecs, 
informtion end to turn over to 


SEITH hh 

| ED For: 
aoe tne files of the Fore 

“ Communist ectivitics. 

Lo cssist SLITH in g-thering 
ony informe.tion whi ‘ch MM rinses hee or which wes in the files of 

tac Ford Motor Conprny conevrnine NOWAK'S Communist offiliction, 


i. 
t 
ys 
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SMITH cdvised informent end many gther of his fricnds tuet 
ne had indisouteble proof thet NOVAK'S wifc, MARG.RETViOVWAK, hes been head of 
tha Educctionel Committces for th. Communist Perty of’Micnican for seversl yvotrs, 


SKITH also obtained some inform:tion cbhout KOTAK from 
, another cmployee { iii of the Ford Motor Conpeny. 


MITH dccrended to be heard by the Lichigan St-te Senete 
on the unfitniss of NOCAK 2s « State Scnetor, but AL wes never nermittcd to 
rddrcess the hichiran Bits Senctes. 


) 


ae ea a sdvised SHITH tist he knew STANLEY NO" 
Hoa app neared on releases of the Proletcrien Party. Informant strte 
expleinsd that hOUMK wes successful in caining his seat in the hic 
Scnete even efter he usd been indicted for freudulently concealing: 
Communist offilistion when he wes neturclized throug! tne cffortso Ge 
O'BRIEN. SLITH soid thet O'BRIEN ves the same man thet had beer the Attorney 
Genercl vno ouashed the indictments in 1919 when EARL BROYDER and other 
Communists were roided <t Bridgmon, Michigen, 


12 


: Informant stated that SMITH is somcwhet concerned over the 
jnvestisction thet is being acde of SMITH'S income by Internal Kevenuc Agents, 
Informant scid tact SMITH'S bookkecDing is rather orinitive, ona tnet numerous 
discrepencics hove been found. SMITH stucdfestly contends thet cny rab aa 


co tie, An manatee Y- Aci and manetroensnt Far hic anur- ational and erusndin 
wie Sth ty Ne ee er wy eea ws ai kh ww? V4 Le at a wh ed + eh 
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*E 
eetivity w-s SPITE corsoncl incoms, “hich t¢@s properly reportca in his 
l..come rcturns, 
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CY 
ree | Informent stctcd tint SMITH hes boon conte ct ing b7 


ov 3e:y ington Chic-go, Illinois, out hs 12s uncble to stete "4 im 
“het vos the nrture of the business trensceted octreen then. a 
; Informe nt further belicved thet SMITH herd zttenmpted to 
cortect CUARLAS LIVDSSRAY but found out thet LINDSSRGH wee tecpercrily not 


a Betas Informsnt steted thet SMITH wee intercstsd in ooteining cnd 
Sovlly succcucud in ostaining a cuotction mrde by BERD JARUCH bvfore a 
enemeesionnl committce sport 1936, inwhicn BARUCH reverled thet there wes 
senemc of reginertation foreed woon ths ncople compelling then to work and 
dent ond that br this scheme people could oc denrived of food, fuck end 
wtusT neccesitics of lifs if tucy did not obvy orders. After SITU obtsined 
tis rnotction, hc comicntec on it, enving that RERNARD BARUCH ir 1935 
SELSrest.G Ciel b..6 Only wey bo kan tic Am-riccn neopl: "in Linc" would be 
rot: tonire tucir necossitics ind sunisiine thos. wno do not coonsrcte br 
“Wb idrewias tacir-retion:. Sooks, 
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Inforscnt ststed thet SMITH mado s tour of lucding 


MECmTGStSrN C1lbics in Japucry a rsbrun-y of 1943. . de orgeuized A ATCA 
i Panes rollics in dinnsepolis end Sty Pol, Minncecte, * Tits tie <scistence 
avin D CARL _OASTADSKISV. tr Cniesco he was sssisted by & SOUTHAAD 


rid JULIA -GRiCL. Ir. Clivel-ud NG ‘as assisted: “ay its. DAVIDGSTANLAY of 





Slevelend, Ohioy teeter of UKITSD HOTHSNS OF MARICL, SITE vee + 1so 
_ ttempting to erroance rellics in Milveukes through the eo eration Of: 1:38, 
‘ R SPDELIERG end “YILLIS! Sa NALy. TMG, tems. Of 4 TW CRIS Nas iso SuUpRES LECT tO 
ay it oy CaPTAI: SOUTHARD cs * possible cont: ot in balveukce since GRAU cnd 
= P23, “BEDELISRKG vere the principnrl lucders of the former goERICA FIRST 
Th) ‘o- LITER dn bilscukce., SUtT -prenecd his seotine in Pittsburg, Punansylvenic 







‘dts the eccoporation. of 
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Po'svivinic, end 
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Informment stéted thet REVEREND HARKY 3. CLara, Sioux City, 
Iowa frceoucntly visited Detroit end Sea Kans-s, and arfor “int polievad 












tet CLL wes in intornedicr?s detiven GERI RSLD_sTeROD end GiaaLlD Si.IT’'. On 
ons: cane Tet omieet weeraiCL Re tell 5. IT aairt, AS a7 ad sooken: to." INROD 
“7G coviece “MIYROD of the scerifiecs nd trovbles that STITH ves undergoing 
vor “1 20D! snc, ond TIVROD rave CLARK the missane thet hs did not know 
you te toank SLITH edecuectcly, “7IPROD acknowledesé tuet he would not heve . 


"sotten to first orse" if it hod not buon for SiITH. SiaTH onsvworcd CLARK 
shot any good Christian man -sould hove dons the scinc thing for anyono who 

is deing libcleds thet evervons ves supporting the United Strtss Government, 
aut thet SITH did not went to sco his fricnds persucutcd by crinincls. ° 
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SUITH sesurcd CLiRK thet he trould not claim ony cxpense: | 
money fren “TRROD for enyt ing thet he wes doing for hin end else assured» 
hin thet there would dc ne Xenny-pincning on Sk: IT's pert. SEITH sugrcstcd: 
tiet ne could furnish a lear thet vould bc suitcrble for the purnosc, end 
tact thas lswyver hed tarcn unnopulér cfsuses and could d¢ trusted prfectly. , 1, 
inioment suso.cted thet SUITH* as rcfcrring to Detroit Attorn:y xe bi~ 


SEITH incuired of CLARK how “QRAOD Pelt sbout his cas 
» ona CL RK indiested thet WINROD wes pore dDeccuse the Governncnt was 
frac to £9 aheed on the ncietmunt ang had ccd for = pestponiacnt, but thet 
the acfense attorney vas epgressive cnd eeule. net consont too recdily to 
portponcment. CLARK commented thet “TINROD wes going to bring "the rerl issuc" 
to the front nd thet they know it. 


Informent stetcé thet SITE is continuing to sudlish 
© Gross and the Flee" end thet 7,000 issucs arc printed monthly cond 
cistr™muted in J ore cties lly cverrone of the forty-cicht stctes. sdout one 
tucustnd moregines are ctetrtbuned in tic: Vicinity of Detroit, Eichs on. 


infornent stetcd onct STK ordersd st7tionery prance 
for the f2a4IC. FIRST PANTY bocrine the folloving inscri iptions: uF Er 
PL2ET Pes ery, Ger-ld L, Ke Smith, Dircetor and Oresmiger- Beornerd «. Doman 


peiilon ey oe rveTrocsurer,* av tne pottom of the shcect is to bo For God end. 
Country." f : 





Iinforment strtcd thet he vas edvi aes Dy 0.2. 2. tart cae 
ntcrnal Revenue Agents investigeting SIT I'S in 1CORt ZS s':c¢ SHITE “bout 
irecoms tirt hs had reeeived in Nerv Yor City es fer beck as 1936. SIITH 
expleined tant ell this incoms wes spont i: nes ecourscof SITH'S cruscding y 
arpaign, and thet none of it wes personftl income to him cxecnt whet little 
cacunts he roaquircd for porsoncl cxmenscs. 


Informant stated thot SITY asd pwalicly complimented. 
RICKEN3ACKER <t ‘ris moctings but cid not openly suncest thet RICKSMDACKSR 
Roa oe Doomed for orssidert in 1944. “fron questioned bry news spepcrmen, 
SVITH said that he thoucht < enyvody ‘ould Reve the right to oe ise iASHICTON, 
LINCOLN or MICKEYBACEGR. Ho ~dded thot ac had ever sur-ssted RICKEFSLCKER 
for orcsident <t his rallies, but he caaitted th<t His sriv- = yprricn wees 
bint RICKEFBA CKER would moke oc good orcesiden 


Ss, 


pope cee te 
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Inforsent steted thet on February 5, 1943, he neara i 
S: ITS diseuss e conversetion which SITH had presumebiv had with G@naALD 
Ti ROD of Wichita, Kansas, es SMITH vas anxious to hceve the ARICA FIRST 
Past!’ orvenized in the stete of isnsas, StLITH was edvised that the attorney 
hed »rovosed to rp the cas2. Informent surmised that tl.e reference was to 
the ancictment of VINROD and tuirty-tro others as cons virators in violating 
Lie wtGsustoMm ACC. Tt ves also surrested to SMITH that since tie peonle in 
Techinston hed cotten cold feet this would seem to be the onvortune moment 
for ésressive action, SLITH vas requested to Fo to lasnington, D. C., and 
suo oly inforeztion to SURTO! Ii. (SS LeR arc Senator TarT for the investication 
of tre action tahen by the United Stetes Departsent of Justice in indicting 
tairt:-turee versons for sedition. 


Informant stated thet SLITH had circuleted to at least 
some of his intimate friends a rumor thet the Government ~.s goinp 

bank accounts es of Februar On Februery Py 1$1,3, 

wes ordered b’7 to transfer °20U0 from t. 
PadlTY ben's accoun : henk: account es a donation to the FSDERATION OF 
A DRICAPIZATION OF j TorIG N, nil 












Informant stated that SPITE vias also seeking the indorse- 
ment of the widow of late Senator LUIDEEM of Vinnesote. Mrs, LUNDEEN did sit 
on the platform at one of SiLIT"'S meetings, Dut she has exoressed herself as 
veing reluctant to publicly sunvort the AISRICA FIRST PARTY at any future 
rallies. 


Informent sted that ROVEREID BE. J. “CLLINGS, of 
Detroit, wichigen, wno is velieved to de aocecicted rat's, GERALD 8B. WINROD, 
“icnita, Kenses, is collaboratine with GERALD L. kK. SITES He hi nas called 
won SMITH to furnish .zaterial from time to time for ROLLIFCS!' radio addresses 
Since S ITH has been teken from the redio. 


informant stated thet SIITH has taken 2 very definite ° 
stand atainst any attemot to enter the United States into anv world confecera- 
tion Curing or efter the war, and he hes elso publicly exoressed himself 
areinst the suggestion that Jewish refusees be vermitted to entered the 
United States, 










nt has stated thet SMITH is on rather intimate 

of the News Advertisurnevsneper, and informant 

oe lieve divides his time between Flint, Michircan and “Jashington, b7¢ 
D. C. advised SLITH that he hed told a member of the Department of 

Justice thet SMITH vas not subversive in any wer, end that only certain 


. 
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' 
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vevsons with axes to grind ware instigating inve stiretions arainst SIITH. 
WP <1: : SLITS thet he assured the member of the Denvartment of Justice 

that SPITE had throym “ILLIA DUDLEY PELLEY out of Louisiana when he 
PSLL2Y anc his 


Ta ow 
tac. 







ascertained by an investigetion ordered by HUH? LOVE t 
orgatization were un-Ancricen. SITY agreed wit: thet SLITH vas not 
subversive in ary way and hed never seid enything azainst any rece or creed 
even touch hs had been misquoted et e meeting as hevine rofer.cd to Jews 


as Christ eles 


SMITH contacted the office of Senstor ROSERT RaYNOLDS 


anc requustcd of the Senator's scerstary, aaa that ell aveilzble 
material in oprosition to relaxing the Immicretion Levrs in favor of Jewisn 


vefugecs bc sent to SLITH. SLITE contuinlatec opposing tne strand taxen by 
RAGSI STEPUEN S$. VISE thet the diomigrition Lavis should be relaxed, SITH 

seid he did not ses why more Jews shoulda ve admitted to this country fron 

furope when ve were alrcady cating horse scat. 


Si:ITH commented thet he contemplatcd distributing a new 
book, 'TacWicd Decade" ov EUCELEYLYONS, since it wes such zn cxcelicnt expose 
of Communist sctivitics in the United Stetcs. stated that 
PITLO I end JAYNYALTIN assigt-c EUCEYS LYONS in writing that bco%. SiITH told 
ho averc thet GEORGENSZLUERS, publisher of "Ir Fact," hea sold one 
lion cooiss of c cireuler to the Jovs whien were. :oing to Ds Cistriput.d - 
or case SHITH hed been nominated for the office of United States Senator 
on Kichigan. Instead 211 the Jews votcd for FERGUSON. 







: Informant advised thet SicITY was contectscd »y a 
wo vas describsd as "the ons -yho wrote the booki on Heren 5, 1943. 
wee stopping et the hor:cl Book-Czdillac end wes visited by Kr. end rs, SiiiTH 
thet erfternoon z oan to informent. Informant stated that he reed in the 
newspexcrs bust hues cucntities of coffee, Sutter and mezt wers going to waste 
in Aleske. Ho steted that things wers cue te vorse cll the time and feared 
thet the bureeucrcts would lose the war bv meking mistakes with humans like 
the mistakes they heve mode with coffce, 





Si ITH chellensed Professor Pi=STO SLOSSO! of the 
eerewe of Michigan to a public Cebate on the issucs of "Resolved: That 
> United Stetes should join en internrtionce]l union which would heve cs one 
i its objects the enforcement of world oczce." SLIT? hed arrangcments mde 
to rent the euditoriur. of Czss Tochnicel Hizh School on trea 22, 1943, out 
insistcea thet SMITS'S omm neme should not axnser in ths cpnlicetion, : 


Ms 
tM . ' 
Tet ameter cng: pind rs gaat sat STENT, MERE, eam aginst ed: PELa Or oe Ment eT YT aT r ae ~, crepe ere ee * % pe Weert Ap prea cs 
. Pa ot " Z . aca 1 tan . 
X ss . . m ee - . 
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Informent steted thet SLITH was cneourezed by EARL ’ 


ioral] 
ta TD! Digs end other mombers of the Divs Committce to institute on investige- 
tion offfforld Federation, "Yaion Now" and the people supporting these "sub~ 
versive" movenents., According to informant, SLITH has been drewing fror: the 
Dis Committce rzoorts listing Coruunists for epcech smatericl from time to 
tlises - 


Informent stated thet on February 27, 1943, SiITH ordered 


en 2deitior ftec Jenusry issuc of his nerczine "The Cross and the 
Fie ot! ne had requested the edditionel copy for his son 


who is in the Army. 


On March 23, 1943, inforicnt stated a message wes siven 
& woman wo described nersclf es fron Chiceso" wanted 
he? nt Since she umectcd an cmergency to come . 
ev or tivo, 


Special Agent CP 22220: tne first relly 
of the ARIRICA FINST PARTY in thse Meceabees Building eucitorivum, 5057 


Co:Si Lie. EASt 
SLIP. to err 
np within a d 








“oodward Avenue, Detroit, Michiren, on Sunday -fternoon Jenucry 24, 1943. 


Tnis mecting vas ettended by over five hundred nsople vho 
complctely filled the euditorium., ‘chen the Subject end his wife entered the 
‘hell, a stooge in the back of the room stood up end shouted, "Give thems 
henc," whereupon the crov-d began to cpplcud, stamp their fect snd shoute. 


About 3:15 p.m. the meting started with the Subject 
making ¢ few prcliminery remarks, He then called upon lire. S:ITH to accomocny 
the eucicnce in the singing of the first end lest verses of Ansrice, “while 
the avdionce was still on their fect the Subject medé 2 few more remerks 
concerning the Christian engel of his progrem end asked thet the people clso 
join in reeiting the Lord's Preyer which follov.d, 

The meeting lest neorly threc hours during wich the 
Suoject spoke of the folloving items: 


On Februcry 7, 1943, the next meetine of the prrt; 
tentetively senedulcd, the time and place yet to de announced. At this 
mecting Cootcin BARL SOUTHARD, Dene rtnent Commander of tice Veterers of Forcign 
“Mars os Chicago, will 3¢ the principal snzaker end will follow the orogran 
of the AMERICA FIRST PARTY which is strictl;, isolationist. 


, UY 
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During tne course of nis talk, the Sudject constently ° 
r_ferred to Viee=Prcsicent HEMUY “IALLACE ond continu: lly snoke of himas 9% 
Doing @ ‘sarccuerrtic Corwnist ene anny otner wis, He tole the story of 
"ore VTALLACE wes ectuc lly nominetcd at the Chierso convention when the 

colors ‘Sos cotuelly MET Hin... Ho. tole how HAnce eect set inc lirge 

“otcl suite in tne VMorrsson Hot st Ln Caiecpe ToOesticr <1 -r,. KELLEY snd 

Vale inieeeg es MeL. OGCt Lc PFLVELe Wire to: tie “2tc ote so trot the fincl 
orcers could ‘ss ruecived rs to who vias to be nominsted. Ths Sudjcet further 
NOISLCG out. tar t.65% of “tus “atlesstes ‘to tis: convention verd-or tee subslic 
» Wroll cnd in nominctine ALLACGE they trere only thinkins of their orn joss. 
The specker further spoke of “TALLACE as Dcing ercinst tho United States cnd 
poy.2or it in fis: prosrem of trorld vezce, 


The Subject also spoke of HARRY HOPKINS end STEVE BAcLY 
ss DVine Communists end burccuercts wio wore the powwrs benind the Fresicunt 
ena who were controlling tne progren which would bring the United Stctes into 
tac-orle oLeture- otter the “er anstend of mindine neor-ovn business: hero: st 
home « 


ne Subjict dcridsd LEON HElD=aRSOF anc complained of the 
orccers wich he wee AVE to th. notion in connect:on wita S25 position <s 
GLPSCLOr Gs. Tuc OPA. He tola ‘:ov poole were storving bcocausc of the rationing 
nrocran. walle tas sontre thet be in *Ishincton were having lsrgs beneucts at 
MCs plete including vight kinds of mts, He told hor Liot HSNDERSON 
Beco man Ordors in connection wit. tis rebioning prosramsane tii resimeod 
wae DOsition joceuse: ne hed..e sere. s0e%, wut tae Ment: thet Ne “rT Signs nie 
end: Jit. n? © nOnition Decsuss. of his.sore Doel: he grant . BLATT SS Be 
NOUG]. anc Gonced. until. Aro Sm,:. Skil seid, "The-only thing 1 can sar to 
bint te Sone oeck," 


oe Supjcet went into the cucstion of “hy orgenize the 

WARICA FIRST PARTY ef this time ritheur than weit until nest yeror which vould 
be checcr to thy cerdens. Hc pointed ont thot in ¢ good many sbet cs cone 
sicerrdle tume is necessary in order to -ct on to the pallots in some st:rte¢s 
and tals tine often is 2 27etr orior’to. the generéel cleetion; therefore, 

eliens fro Ding mM Ge nor so tist if it. 2s necessary to out ¢ slate on ‘the 

nat on2l ticket in 1944, they will be rcady to do so ard willheve no trouble 
in zctting comml-tc coverass in thse 4S stotes. ba. S: ITS stated thet. the 
"role cuustion of the prosres:a of the prrtv in the 1944 generel election would 
deocnd solcly upon the section teren bv the Pee end Democretic Prrtics. 
Jo pointed out taat if theso pertices would wike uy ond pr.sint f¢ condidatsu, 
cither ong perty or the other or bots who wes for Auerice first, tin this 
nove norty voule not entor into ths clection, Ho.cver, if th tro zrrtics put 


a 162 
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= ecncidatcs w.o fieursd on cntering into 2 vrorld progrrn, thon the NEERICA r 
Pact rarnTY must onter the campclign. 

As to thc words <s tir. SitITH discussed the question, he 
poirtcda ovt thot if th. Dusocrrts out up HENRY “ALLACe for President and the 
2uorvlicens mut up “EMDELL TLILVIE, ‘hom the Subjsct termed was simphy a ew 

Ul stoog., then it «ould be . ssolutcly ncecsscr’ for this new prrty to act. 
“WO"oVer, if tissc orrtivs wok. up “na out uo suc. cenaiactos cs CUARLSS A. 
PaPDSShGl, Sen.tor BUNTUR nh, “EGELER, Serstor GirkalD F, NYe, Senmctor €. 

“ESLAY BROOKS, Scretor LAE O'DANIEL, ’ congressmen HA_ILTOR FISH or aera 
oLALS peas tach ‘tig ALSRICk Fins? PATTY woule- not oct... Ths 253 gp eae 
enmercestivy not tooting Wis Orm Nern, scomsd to: asic. 1%. cviccrs te ot ore) ae 
O. Very rusponsive of © nomination for President oy the now pi rtyv. However, 
Vs indiestsd thet his choice openly would be CHALLSS 4. LIPDSGKG?. (Appleuse). 


Tas Sudizet vor’ oon onnosec tne cctiviti 


OF t..0. CO UIST Fabry -S¢ .iis-oleo onioecd te. meny on tac. tains 

or Russiz, e&& énsvorcd ths denend of tne Communists cné of Russir thet <u open 
2 sceond front in #urspe ov stitin: thrt tic lest ove Aod Soon meade by the 
Usiteo. St°tes: tc the dave Afrier erid that. How it * ne tink for Russis t6 
2b: ONG Cave US. 6 Roleine Bene wits 2 sSceon Tront or fcr: om sy declering 


Wer Os Jeno Sb. whom, ~t tiie priosent tins, tacy crc. ot ct wr. He yointcd 
Ove Gich cassie. ts Piectine onl Gersciy ot the préoecnt timd-whtls the: United 
Stotes end Sritcin orc fignting all tis Asis nitions end tiet if Rvssir wents 
our continucd help sne cee showule wees wer on Javocn, 


i tT 


s2oule bc stoopid ft once, Ho cavaised thct. a5 wes for Mnece firyst cAa for 
epee rhe psople first, Be told of tie ae dine of ¢ Doct on tic ust Coas 


dele sod) oCU Do er one SOme INetonccs. waiLen ne enid 
na 


Pay OL O=Me re brind Wale 28 bo po sent bosRussif aor -taciy use. 2scterd of 
OUCEOLs. AOMCVEr, mussies orf cinls pointed out tact: ta. pvenle- of: nussic..did 
rot ‘mow ior to use olcoencrearirse cad so this doct ice “wilondcd end ovtter 
“aS tekon from the people of the Unitse Strtes ead sent to dussic ond ws fot 
Cts Olcoenere ring Sindl becsusc the auseiens aic. not ico Tos to use ite 


Tne Sun j<cttold elso.of 2 asc] tart wes to: So am 
sele would supsly the. United Stetes wits eride yusocr. Ho so ainkee out 
Unet Russic: hed. no-supvly of rw5ber: “na ee Sele VOULG. NeVo- CO-gct & 
setae SOUrCGs. sik CLVAEcE thet tae Lnited Sretics tas roing to supoly nussic 
"ata tron and stecl.in <xchings for cruce russcr ond thet: Russic srowla tradc 
bacé. itor tne stcel with the source of supply for the ervce rubber snd then 
d0unted out oscin thot sussic wos not at ver with Janen cad thet Joven controlled 


- 
- 
- 
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nG source of suzply of crucs rebber cnd thrt Russic would trade the stecl and , 
iron coming fron the United Stctes to Jonen for tre _crude ruvber end thet 
Jenen “rould use th: etoe.l and iron from th. United Stetce to blret our soldicrs 
ne Sr ilors-o3t: Of the: Pecllic. 2s tach acicndcd: ow se this orectice be stonpcd 


a 


Tits Sus j ect wont into the progrem of the British rupre- 
scrtctive it comm cction with tic Lend-Leo- se nrogrem in saineton.. Ue. pointcd 
SMb thet: C2ls Pertlemcn Rec Gtrted: tn bk Bratcin wes nscoins ne sccomts oF 
ao terie ls vilen “oro bGing Suptlicd: by tue Unitce Stctss vo Siitcie znd. Re 
(Leo Fie. Copnding © Srogr os “nie3-er llc: for co interartionr 1. currcney thicn 


VOOlG GO ere WLI the DPCsento iors Svotom an tic sndividuc! countries. T.:15 
SPitas Llsetdcr- ates cr lied for-cn interne Pion]. ocrlivarcat wile sioul¢d.-sit: one 
ee ee oe ee ee ee ee a “LES St Neh eae ore Ores os ph Po oe ated Se a ad Eta 
voor. a ee Ee Or (Year ae LOnson. SC Mossi ply One yeor Wite- the. Scheels 
ef South Jfrice, The Subject: €io5 cthted tt “so much Heve. no oc rior this 
progrea ene tart hen this wer is over --. must bring ae r bors beck home and 


Sis Oub.oL ony dnceretsonr lL prosr-n of “ay iine fna@ build’. well) or “stcel 
FPOCnG. Our Country. 60. G4°0, the Dorcien repr .csors “caiz a teke whet we ative got. 


Tae: Suajeet. stztud tnt the procram of the A.221Cs FIRST 
pusned “ll over tic country. He ndvised thet the setive lounch- 


Pall wee: Beier 
one: :Of F570 peorty sould probcbly 3. don. in 2 cmll community in Notheorn 


Michison whieh is strongly Repmsliesn “nd where the cditor of th. scuvspencr hes 
hades pledgcd the complet. support of tic community, He vointed ovt thet the 


erest Rooubdlican Party hed beon lrunened inc secll COMMEILE? ay bachiccn.s He 

iMrtocr st*tea. thet he-wented 21] of the. Bewsre Bresont - tthe: reli. te 

Ranting Fh - tn ee Awl as teem mmr ns eh RAH Ae haan FS OES wa S8 pa pear Nal pe ty 

Whelavolilbe Ladle te MWbtv 2s. Ulllg ti i we lilb red CLOTS OfFScUsce Li Toe VLU Yoms of tincse 

orrtics in 1944 is such, it ill not 2. rcecssary for the ARICA FIRST PARTY 

US, Cts. LY oe oulle Peporced, tact: ne rd spoken in Chiles so on faa Re 1 Shes 
a 


oO 

9 
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ty 


et 2 Posting “Ale woe i chore tn S8aL SOUTHARD, Droz rtment 
Comarnecr of tic Vetzrans of pore den & Cakeasco, The Subject rcportcd 
ta-t toils meeting ves DSoceed snd the onthusitsm vee hich «nd he wes eiver the 
SO SUG Siena) joy the people pre scent to srocced vith the formetion of the 
A}aRICA FIRST PARTY 


‘ER. SPITH tron rovorted he proccedsd to St. Prul where he 
Fal t . -. cal a “a fa ©, Led “ = a + cd “~ 
snoue on Jrnurry Lo, ioe ts SElTe: Stcted. thet pa erriving in ue, dies 
ales (eae 


ne 7-76 confronted with « nowspsocr . rticle with 

bart ee polled: Moule anvestircts te Ss. I1T4 ee ine “ert tele told es her 

Lic ot. red police, together MIUe the fe Beles Ves: PoIne-Lo  IRVestig test 

tic St eee the mosting of GORALD S:ITS in St. Poul cnd teke wictever setion was 
eee <8 


ft, Hts. ShLo Stid tase oie not stop iim for did the below cure 
acre rac he went to the meeting to fine the hell pecked “ith over Grcnty-five 


or mse 
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néred vvople. He stcted thot he looked around the holl crd sew no policc= 
mcn oné he clso did not believe thet the F.B.1. wis sresent beocuse if they 
were. At cfoule 5S-cr insult: te tac Detroit: F.2.1. beenuse he 4nd becn here in 
for-2 lone tine sna if the 27.2. rolly “ented nim tacy covld hrvc 
2 O-ear Pae time th iow ventce to ord it :.oule be foolish to cictse Aim clocr 
to St. Peul in tywenty-ti'o-desruss-—Delow-zoro wecothcr just to get hia. 


et 
bee see 
i) 
oa 
cr 
"s 
oO 


is SITE revorted test: the nextday he. vent. to Hinnessolis 
mere to muctines vere nold, both of tie: packxed to the doors, in blo: gcro 
woother ond wiere the enthusicsm fecin rzen nigh for the foraction of tre 
AZHICA FIRST Panty, 
“— 


tr, SLITH concdunned CLARENCE &. STRSIT, Presicent of 
\Fecori Union Incoroorrted, who sovetred ¢ st ise Dourete at :letic Club cbout tro 
WECuS 29% At theo tine irs, StI, Loestnor witie eteut: or: rane men-ene soncn 
Gf the A ZsICh rI2sT PARTY, victetcd th, Detroit Atiletic: Clus on behelf of 
tas Susjlct cord Nis no porter. Tic Subj cee heave. ‘S.1Ta esee for: herecls 
in comicetion vith tris pichting end she teld of tic gre-t success in the 
nrssine out cf no-mohlets condennins tic Drogrmm of NUnion ow, She ronorted 
thet the iacn who wont in to tac meotine scomed plecsed on one or ty ocersions 
concerning the cetivitics of tis sm-ll croup whe formed the picket linc. Tae 
evo OCCU Dcdotcd but tart. f realy bo eae Siclveting se compe ined. ar the “Dotrs1 
Free Press" of Jonucry 2h in ¢ letter to thc editor froma CLARSFCE STReIT. 
This clissing is being pleced, in-the Suotset's. file ss cumctter of record, 





ict alam! 





ecntinucd te imprcss tinct tie oroise ascrice first, He sdintcd out thet sc 
reve ¢. definite order of horelty in tis country: First to our om crmed 
forecs; secord ty our ovn ivi ease tire tor our -lides: nd them: At enytiineg 
is Jott te the Vest of: the- storia; ae must change our present prorrem wherein 


{ Tne ee er nleoded ‘fer no forcicn cntenelomcnts cnc 


we are thinking of othcure first cnd ourselves Inst. The Sud ject plccced thet 
| we f21l1l in the footstzps cf the msn vfiose nicture vill hurd their ploee on the 
oo llot anc: whose presrem is not too old fcr us to follow today, GEORG! 

| “ino LLGTOR, unose prorran ins to olecc Arerica first in wer, first in peace 
ena first in the hearts of tucir countrymen, He also steted thet we must 

~ aorect tne present orsrcres of intcrnetionelism and eccot bock to ovr om 

. groolens. nere ancAscPric. 

: hir, SiITH «dviscd thrt ie knew Here, Were Spices fb. thet 
moebin=, that tasre “cro Decple wie (ere trine ts persecute: him ond to ect 


Seta or la. Heiser Bact toe Fe3. I, Wes orosoent end that they vould bs 
ratud doer use they vould bo tring notes. He st-ted thet the chences wore 
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scald etter Sie, Sub tact ne Ves erie bean te een ter ret aim ie wes 

singe £9 £Gl1 711 becouse Lo wes the cnlv livinc men in aueric:. wio mew the 

Wo Le Store Seine, tis Peceseanr tion cr Ac. Del ead te Tiseup: scticen 

S Ss “aes Sb TOrG-orGg Ti Devirs Lari pe 2a sqinsoony. We Scie thee ice 

vot SO Am ee Rec hole “et Bee ea ale ee ee best coe Ant Ee 
SUsry? Of tly  worley Hu srad tet: (een he aso G1 She tement. 1b ould 

ILS 2c éruntrs ide onin so let them com if thcy must. "I cm resdy}" 
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ais Otis time. one ples to bo-cancineed “e-ston “a fine) olsne und 


eapletod. 


To SUSACeb. Petrie Sul ta Debra. Wed Seca Sonora 

. ery or tuo befors with » visit of onv of the arcctest mun dn Amsrics, 
SDDTTAWICHEN BACKER. ti. srid tact RICKSEBACUSR viens on the crigincl AMDNICA 
FIRST ‘boord, This SUIjoCb co nee nec. tac de per Los: ers wc thet eariing in the 
—— Pross" acde strtuonte cazcinst theo stend cf RICK]YSACKER, ond he ecid 
Tart thess mun Asd no pasit to trolk Sscruse tracy tere Wrens Scleriss. AL 
“10,000 - yorr or over craich morey crs trker aes tac peer vorkerts 3100 

aps Cn month. le Date: beet: Ge ees teises: Doh e aritey Sere 

Sine trouble te ties eet, 


aleO, Subicet referred t2 Mis monthly nena te OTe 
Cotes end tig, Fige" <1) tare tee. Liccurc 220 five sonic. of dt os Sine 
CAs piper ae —- sited, Ho-ciid thet tte: dustion *s. ty shether the Waited 
etrtss still hrd co free press “75 emstently being discussed but thet thc 
elon ss ls nes te ci “ffcct tint the United St-tes krs e frce press 
Sc enover -VThs. “Crest eng tac. Floe™ @ayce-ofl foe press. 


PaCAc Gta 3ISS Ore ony. GC LSe, an ans Rs were 
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Sncecial Agent received vhiole rtterding 
Wiis mucting ae ay of the press release unieh wes dated Januery 10, 1943 and 


Woe. hos been Sct fort!: above, ple 
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“lsc attended the aebste 
n Hreel 22, 1943, -t Ghee Tecrnic™ G.) Scheil, Detroit, i:icctisen beticen 
WALD L, Xk. SHITE end Professor PRESTON SLOSSOX. SLOSSOE too 
ide 5 
make 






eat 
GE 
si i -¢ thc 
uld neve es one 


and SITY t-ok th: negetive s side cf the curstion, "Kes 
Ud Stctcs: should \jtim-in Gn isternstisnck wisn uaioh 1 
f its objectives onforccricnt of world vesce," 
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ba 


It was notea that the cuditoripn ucs necked and thrt 
awonle vere standing ae tas side of the audipriun, It wes estlarted 
wheat there wore anprexianctel, five thousend piuzdic in ~ttendance. The 
catirmann of the mecting ves DOCTOR HENRY HIT Chana, © Detroit miristor who 
is “Cm ofr irs seeifiet.. Enero ere 21so-or the str cu several unicdsntificd 
BVCIViGuels, 







Tt. sathite be noted Gatt- wasn rProertss=r SLOSSOr Gomes. or 
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tne stcrge there was e sarttcring cf enoleuse, but shorn MR. SUITE em. on the 
SEC AMC YS MAS -SauLing Ne Mast ing onc Stssoin- cr footw te -rest. tim, 


CRaMs opened the nm 


Lan. PRe-cse Leined. tac Sect tet 
1 


G 
EOCr SUCOMEY sisi be allowed cortein time for Mis tlt end for his rebutte des 
end -ticn cxpieined the curses of the necting. Fo strtod thst thore were 
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ale. 


Caars Wes Ss vory loud pac citendcd Serisda of bossy 


Prarees:r SLOSSO:. is Gis ortsentsticn ocvised thet. tiore’ 

four poi ts on w.ien bot: of the spuckcrs could cerue, wunly, brts wer, 

OUGCUGT EGy (CC -ceae Sr trz ts ean. Due ssic curistions, HOVeVer, tasy dif fisscd 
GA tic SUy5tE ein iscud.. Prevesscr SLOSSO®: stated thet there bea Seen'c 


Cornered orvekd- em. Or fii nec s. te. Ged bon mado targuesoub tic. werld ond 
tant to mointoin purce there would Arve t2 96 an enfcrecd pounce dy 7 world 
pulice systom. de fevered a c-lluctive scevrity tshich would ICLudG: 2 T 
detple all over-the Nurld. Ho meimted eet. thet in the United Shstes wo. hed 
Union of Status end ii a Similor eros dn South ueries tiurto sas nea unin 
ub 2 scries of dificrent nzticns whien tere exnstantly at wer one were 
ecnstantly in trvuzle. Ho pointed out that there h-d been onc disvuto 
dtyesn the stetes of tus United St-tes and thet «7s 211, This tlc wes 
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oreol thet * union of atticns would bc fursible cnd weuld orsve successful. 
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EICLOSURES : 


oar 


TC THE BURDAU 


Two conies of "Ths Cross and the Flas" dated 
January, 1943 


Two copics of "The Cross and the Flaz" deted 


Februarr, 1943 


One copy of "The Cross énd the Flas" dated 
Maren, 1943 


Rec ee 


eae on p ser“ wisep- See ne a cat a ee ee te 
Re Diallo is Wa a rae hae a es a Se ed el i ee " 4 
a we ef os toa att ” - : ' 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


THE CLEVELAND FIZLD DIVISION: 


At ce att Qhio, ¥ rill report proceedings at AMSRICA 


pe PaiTY rail; auditorium on Februcry ll, 1943, 4s previoisly 


Frank 
ucsted by Detroit Ictter deted Fesrucm 6, 1943, will also report the extent 
es Sisrort afforded to SuITH by UNITED MOPHERS OF AMZRICA or any organization 
or persons which might in any sense be considered subversive, 


| eel 
ve ' 


Will report proceedings of AKGRICA FIRST relly in Hunt 
Room of Secore Hotel, Toledo, Onio, on February 12, 1943. as previously 
requested by Detroit letter ccted February 3, 1943, will also report extent 
voport afforded to SEITH by URITED °: HERS CF AlERICA or any organization 


Ao 
or persons which mig mt in anv sense be naekaa red svunver: 
i sons 1aerea ww Le we 


ee ual, at et ed hd 


THe KANSAS CITY FIELD DIVISION: 


Will escertsin through confidertiel informants whether 
TMYSREND GERALD B. 'INRCOD nleced any telephone calls to GZRALD L. K. SITY in 
Detroit, Micnigan in February, 1943. 


THS NET YORK FIELD DIVISION: 


ws Will, if sayeaeeie: contact DR. L. SUPKAEAD y Director 
OfMCRIENDS OF DELOCRACY for informe tion in nis possession 200 bout. G&RALD L, abe 


WITTY end Ase ant 
sae Soe Se ana 4140 Gye 


Special Agent 
sscerteined thet 
therefore deleted. 


wa cA 


oe 37 marl "ar VAse anne: 


Ss letd was origi: nally set forth in + yoror ao: a 
dated Jenuary 25, 1943, but it has since been 
1s deed era the remcinins portion of the leed is 
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wae Will cover lead recuested br Department 
"Refcrring to prre 2 of the renvort of Special Agent 
Wer 223, 1942 at Detroit, Michigan in which mention is mede of en article 
carriec by the United Press from noon on October 20, 1936, concerning the 
snnouncement by SITH of the formation of - Fascist " orgenization to seize the 
Government of the United States, It is recuested that an effort be rade to 
secure o copy of Si:ITH'S announcement if it wes in writing and in any case 
that you attempt to locate and interview concerning the context thereof 
persons present when Si ITH mede such announcement," 
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tet Will cover leads es recuested in Departmental memo cuoting: 
ang "Information has been received that the attorncysfor Time and Life magazines 
} sith offices in New York City. Neve compiled a large file of information on 
: SMITH in which may be reflected facts which will interest this (Criminal) 
Ma 4 Division. It is reauested that this file be secured or duplicated if it does 
or exist and that any leads which may be indicated thcreby be developed by 


investigation as soon as possible 







tneat the lew firm 
a lew suit against SITH ane: some ind Le a 
Division as the 'Banane King, ana that one or some 
other functionary in tvis law firi hes some inforrmetion avout SMITH which 
acvelonsd as a result of this law suit that may not be available elsewhere, 
It is recuested that this lead be developed and a report be sunplicd to the 
Criminal Division as soon as possible," 











34 
4 aN 


“Till cover lead requested in Denertmental memo zs follows: 
nat during the time SLITH was 
was intimetely associated 


certain tne adeoyety of tiiis 
the Sup ject.! 


"Other informetion reachine this office is t 
Gstablished in pew Yor, one 
Pea Wh Wigs: te 
ee indivicuel an 







desired thet you cnacavor LO 


Ss asc 
d the nature of her connection with 





28 “Mill contact 
and will obtein or asceitain present location of membersnip cards in PELLEY'S 
PILVER SHIRTS OF AMZRICA issued to GERALD L. X. SRITH and nis wife. 


eee 3 as are 
| : , ue obtein from 
a oe 5 » anformation 









“S conceming GERALD L. K. SEITH, 
THE SAN ANTONIO FIELD DIVISION: 
“Ti1)1 forward to Technical Leboratory letter from Subject 
to San Antonio, Texas, dated July 8, 1933, 
} 4 resuesting that an examination bc made to ascertain whether the letter was 
oo actuelly written by Subject. ‘Will notify Detroit Field Office when this is 
; ca cone so that a known specimen of SMITH'S handwriting may be sent to the 
yf z Tecehnicel Laboratory. 





ates L | 
25 4 av 
y 


ere err eae tm etree rede Pa eo 
PRT ST TN CRT rte stimprent SMa Eph Ua LAAN ee Se ae alae Loti mer sree : ’ 
. , a 


(Detroit file 62+1126) 


TUE WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE: ~ 
we ili cover lead requested in Depertmental memo es follows: 
'The Criminal Division likewise has lzerned that certain of PELIEY'S files 


“ere seized in 1934 or 1935 by the kcCORIACK - DICKSTEI! Congressional 
Somittce and are presumed now in the custody of the Clery. os feed Houss," 
‘dnis lead wes originally sct forth in report of Special Arent 


GiB: Jenuary 25, 1943, but it has since been ascertained thet h. E. 
is dcad and the remaining vortion of the leed is therefore deleted. 


‘ an tic te ote ot gl I i’ 
ye ee whoss aagdress has been fiven és 

ve 

vat 










is said t o hav buen @ een @ principal. conta cont act 
SBT= DILLING and rev. CHARLES 


of the Ford Motar Company with GERALD QlITs, ELIZ 
S&S. COUGHLIN, , 







ne payment of oy — 
end thet SMITH amonz others cooperated with : 
nited States, 


ete 


the office of 
what he knows 





n Vv 
This lead was fj the’ 
deted Januar} ; gton, Tt eaould be noted, novever, 
Pe Sti LL. Cor eruniceeane with Subject on a rether friendly basis. 





TEE DETROIT FISLD DIVISION: 


At Detroit, Michicsen, will attempt to ascertain whether 


SiITH nas hed any contact wita —s <o, agents. a ie ngtcg that in the 
renort of S$ i agent : dated Mey 23/, 194 


With a 
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wwe 14 


TL11 obtain end forward to the Burceu for the Denertment 


> copy of SMIT!S report to the Clerk of “lavne County, Michigan sctting forth 
eontributions and disbursements of SLITH wile campaicning for the Rspudlican 
nominstion for the office of United States Senator from Micliican and also as 
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om independent "Ssticuer" cendidete for the same office. Special attention 
snould be made to ascertaining the source of an anonymous contribution of 
ui @ 50. 
t 
Will obtain and furnish information concerning Subject's 
campaign 2s a "sticker" candidate to ssteblish that SJITH was a "candidate" 
“ithin the meening of the FPederel Corrupt Practices ..ct of 1925, 





“M11 check the registration of the tradenarie "THE ) ALERT Cas 
PIEST PanTY" with the Clerk of Yeyne County Court at Detroit, Hichigen, 
amey 






Jill ascertein whether Mrs, ELIZ:BET: WOILLING of Chicago, 
“ilinois was registered at tic Hotel Book-Cadillac, Detroit, kichican, on 
“eren 6, 1943 under her true name or any known elias. 


"TL11 ascertein the person to chom the ceisotione Ue 
Wi : listed end if sdviseble will ascertsin b: ciscrect inouiry 
that home on Wereh 23, 1913 who described herself as 












rT Sy MANIC 
aes verify thet a Sogn 
AER otification from the Sen antonio Field Office that 
SEITH'S lctter to hes been forrerded to tue Tec':nical Laboratory for 
. eyemination, will 9 the Tsechnicel Laborctory sanoles of SIITH!IS 
Em - imom handwriting and sicnsture, 
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COMFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS 
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TITLE: - GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH 















MISC. MATTERS 
Ss) ee 1) 
aaa DATE: APRIL 9, 1943 
ae TABLE OF CONTENTS 
| AMSRICA FIRST COlM/ITTSE 11,9,451; 
AMERICA FIRST PaRTY 1,2,4,5,6,759,11,12,13,15, 
16,17,18,19,24,27. 
AMERICAN WOVEN AGAINST COMMUNISM, INCORPORATED 
22, 
BSCKER, MRS. 26 
BSYIETT, HARRY 10 
; BURKHZaD, L. HM. 2h 
as CLARK, HARRY B. 11112, 
i COMMITTEE OF AMERICAN ‘YOXEN AGAINST 
COMMUNISM, INCORPORATED 1,3 
COMMITTES OF CVE MIL-ION 1 
ae 2,22 b20 
es CCUGHLIN, ae 1 
iA CRANS, HENRY HITT 21 
es CROSS AND THE FLAG, THE 12,1 
* DILLIiG, ELIZABSTH 1,27 
eae DOAN, BERNARD 13 
DOM CBR) AL 9 
; . 25,27 
an FEDERATION OF AMERICANIZATION OF MICHIGAN, 
INCORPORATED 2,13 
FEDERAL UNION, ICORPORATED 19 
FRIZIDS OF DERCCRACY 24, 
GITLO7, BASIN ly LIK 
GRACE, WILLIAM 3,0 
GRAU. PHIL at 
26 
} 22 
yess 25 
; | 15,27 
Sa aft KNOWLES, MURRAY 9 
—- KNOWLES, MURRAY ERS. 3 
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Ve rere 








sh, BUGENE : 
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LOTHERS OF AKERICA 
NOWAK, MARGARET 

NOWAK, STAY 






DECADE, THE 
RICKENBACKsR, EDDIE 
ROLLINGS, E. J. 
SELDERS, GEORGE 


SILVER aa OF AMERICA 
2 3 wey y Le K. 

SCUTHARD, EARL 

STADSKLEV, CARL 0. 


STANLEY, DAVID 
STREIT, CLARENCE K. 


WLLDLIAM E. 


vs, ame il OF AMERICA 
VALT . JAN 
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Clegs_copies of routine and general reports which 
Coffey authorities as to subject's Candidacy, . 
Glavin Pa ee Ci site = 
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| SPE W 
62=43618 May 5, 1943 
SAC, Datroit 
4 
Retr GERALD L. K. GLTTR 
. THE COMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION os 

INTERNAL SECURITY = G@ 

CUSTODIAL DETENTION 

SEDITION “ 
Dear Sirr 


Reference is to the report submitted in this case 
by Special Agent at Detroit, hichigan, on 
April 9, 1943. 


I am deeply interested in the investigation of this case 
and it is my desire th t the lesds set forth in Special s::ant 
report be given prompt attention by all of the offices receiving ocoples 
of thie letter. I shall expect the investigation to be completed and 
reports submitted by all offices no later than June 1, 1943. 


The instructions eet forth in the previous paragreph are 
modified to the extent that it is not ay desire thet the lead set forth 


for the Washington Field Mvision to interview eal 
be covered at nt fee oe time. From information heretolore developed, 






it is knorn thet as communicated with subject on a rather friendly 
Tolson_bagis and in view of 8 and oth:r considerations, it is desired thet 
E. A. Tike particular lead be disregerded by the tashington Field Division. 


Very truly yours, 















Glavin MAILED 6 ape 1 
Ladd PM pron . _ er 2 wf 4 
Nichols MAY 2 1943 e | ; aoe ae & - a wn ae At a 

: . ar Hoover ESTIGATION | 
ies ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION | . Director : ; FEDERAL BUREAU OF INV | 
Carson U. $. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE | M AY 7 | 43 

ait Mew York  S, DEPARTMENT] O JUSTE . 





MeGivie San Antonie 


crite — Maendngton riot ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED = 
riper —— 7 REREINN S GHCLASSIFIED 








Quinn Tamm_ 
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Bederal Buren of Frvestigation [TON 

Aniteh Mates Department ot Justice © eT 

Washington, B. €. ae 

Detroit, Michigen o Be 

ae pire 

ALL INFORMATION CONTA eo 

\ HEREIN 'S UNCLE SoAED eae 
sector AYE —t0t|s>-B 


“) 
kes GrrdALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases 
THAWOMMITTZE OF 1,000,000 
INTERNAL SECURITY ©)... frat 





4ST, 


4 





SEDITION : Te 
! ree memes ss ee ee 
Dear Sirs: ; 
. , $70 
em Under date of April 6, 1943, whose identity 1s know 
oe to the Bureau, contacted the Petroit Oifice and advised the following facts. 
7L 





evenue in Detroit, Michigan, apparently advising him that one of 
the internal revenue agents wanted to discuss the matter of SMITH'S income ee 
tax returns for the year 1938, ™ cr erazheipibeinpeset be a! ng Pana 


aes tong am 
he at: 







7 Informant stated that he was of the seinen 










s quite worried about 
= the reasons anyone should want to see him about SMITH'S 1938 income tax 
return. advised SMITH that he was anxious for hie part in the trans= 


action to ed up and that he wanted to "keep clear with the Government 

in this c2se", ERED 22 esonec to SMITH something to the effect that he 2 

had helped SIT e up his 1938 repo MITH expressed the opinion that 7 
Bee & the Internal Revenue Bureau might Ce make an affidavit stating 

that the figures he used were correct as supplied by SMITH. 











During the course of the conversation held between and SMITH, infor= 
mant stated he wes of the opinion that had made a remark to the 
effect thet it was his opinion that now was the time to take the Government 
over again, althouz stated thet he couldn't talk much at the present WIG 
time because of his "set-up". SKITH cdvised Ci of the fact that he 
had held a big rally in Cleveland the preceding Saturday night and that he was ; 
making attempts to get the America First Party organized so that he could pur- Ria 
h: ne on the radio in the name of the ne then "shoot for freedom". 
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Letter to the Director ke: GERALD L. Ke. SHITH, with aliases 

April 9; 1943 THE COMMITTEE OF 1,000,000 
INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION 






SMITH elso advised that since the election, non-politicel talk had 
to be watched, and that in view of the fact he could hardly discuss any issues 
because people might think he was "going soft", 









boo SMITH, according to informant, advised ae that although he might have 
made a misteke of the head in making out his income tax return, it definitely 
was not a mistake in heart, that regardless of any criticism that might be 
leveled at himself, he most definitely did not want to evade any payment of tax 
due the Government. SMITH commented on the fact that the Government had been 
investigating his income tax in a very fair er and that he was well satisfied 
with the way the investigation was going. ais «:---: with SHITH'S state~ 
ments relative to the progress the party was making and stated that he was not 
in a very good position to openly express his satisfaction of any of SWITH'S 











iar policies inasmuch as he himself might be subject to persecution. 
ae added, however, that there would come a time when he would be able to openly ex=- 
Ke press his sentiments. Informant stated further that had made the 







eS remark to SMITH that call to SMITH must definitely be kept "off the 
eo A record and that SMITH sho not nent‘ orf 1) to eny internal 
wen revenue agents in the event he was questio as to any contacts with 
es On April 8, 1943, a routine interview was conducted vith at the Detroit 


was Office in an effort to ascertain whether or not any further information had 
Shalt been developed by the_local office of the internal revenue relative to any sub- 











versive ectivities, having been previously interviewed sometime ago. 
ad advised a e that ha was not personally acquainted with SMITH 
Fim | other than the few times he had contacted SMITH during the time he ws assigned 


ane. the SMITH case, that is, to collect the 1938 income tax money from SMITH. 


yep 
nats WR «= thet this case was assigned to him sometime in the early fall 
se of 1942 and that when after contacting SMITH a few times by telephone, SMITH bae 
submitted his 1938 income tax retu t e the return was submitted 
through a lawyer, name unknown, vy alia inl the interviewing b? D 
agent at that time that in view of the fact he and SMITH were on opposite sides 
of the political fence, he had never taken any interest in any of SMITH'S activ- 
i d could give no information which might be of any help to this Burem,. 
wits stated that he had heard SMITH on the radio a few times but inasmuch 
e not agree with his politics and viewpoints, he had never paid mech 
attention to him, that he had not heard from nor seen SMITH since the fall of 


1942 during the time he had contacted SMITH on official business relative to his 
income tax returns, 








4 
3 





At the time of this interview vith it was of course pointed out to 
him that this Bureau was not in any sense of the word interested in any of 
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Letter to the Director Res GERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases 
April 9, 1943 THe COMMITTEE OF 1,000,000 
INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION 


SMITH'S political activities and the Bureau's designation as the investigating 


agency by the Fresident to investigate ossibi es of espionage or As 
sebotage was definitely pointed out to at the time of b a0 
this interview offered to contact SMITH and attempt to gain information from ) 


SMITH which might be of help to this Bureau. His offer of assistance, however, 
was declined at this time, 


It is being pointed out to the Bureau at this time that iS p27 
has advised the Cetroit Office that he could state rly definitely that 

had contacted SMITH by telephone on at leest four or five occasions 

@ past six months and that on all of these occasions ED seened to b7e 


be on fairly friendly terms with SMITH. 













This information is being forwarded to the Bureau at this time in view of the 
fact that it suggests a possibility of an income tax violation on SHITH'S re= 

. turn of 1938. It is also being respectfully pointed out at this time that 

pes the investigative file on instant case reflects 6 great many contributions 

ie oe turned over to SwITH, and the file also reflects that there ie a great possibil- 
ity of SMITH receiving a great amount of money which he has never declared on 
te! any income tax return. There is a possibility, of course, that a definite 

eee income tax violation would be present in this particular cese and there is also 
the possibility that the matter might not have been given as vigorous attention 
as it could have been given by the local income tax office in the person of 


b7e 


This information is being set forth at this time for the Bureauts attention 


Se eee - -— www i WE 


% with the thought in mind that the Bureau might desire to take up the matter 
of an income tax violation on the part of SMITH with the Department. 


Very truly yours, 
gaa | 
) ni Mn L 

) \mcerel hae GHN S. BUGAS, SAC 
Oo ~ 2-1126 
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WVORANNUM FOR WR. JAUZS ROWE, UR. Jf 
e att re / 
Attention: ¥r. C. x. Rhe tte es. 
o- Byes 
Re: GYRALD L, K. SMITH 
THOCU SUTTER OF ONE MILLIOW 
| y INTRENAL SECURITY 
4a SELI TION 


In a memorandum dated Decesber 9, 1942, received from the Criminal 
Division ir. connection with this case, a statenent : to the effect that 
the Lapartmont bad received informetion at Si frequently mentioned 57, 
in Buresu reports concerning Smith, had broken o 8 association with Sanith 


and right, therefore, be disposed to reveal information of pertinence concerning 
Sexi th, 


In this regerd the Burcau hes determined from e highly confidential 
and reliable source that continues <o neintsin clove contact «ith Saith bac 
and that there sppecors to NO reason to believe that their asscciation cnd 


friendship have been disrupted. Accordingly , RB is not being interviewed with 
reference to Siith et this tine, 













mmornandum, the Crininel wivision further requested that 

» wer.tioned on pxge three of the report of Special Agent 

ted at ustrolt, Liehiran, on May 23, 1942, be Litervi ened ba 

relative to bis knowledge of the activities of subtect Smith, It bos be wd 
7} 


44 


de oe Shetek} CO that LS presen bg 









lA thd 






> oes) wp & eercin 7 0] 
well and would not ba in @ 



























ur. aes did not know tmith very im 

Mir. E giepeeet XO aiiord pertinent inforsiation as to his activities, In view-of a 

- 2) inaccessibility aa well za statenent, further efforts are = 

' “) Hoveperng made at this tine to intervie Dap e 

Mr. Coffey oo so 
- Mr. Glavin The other specific investigative steps which huve been suggested in? 

Mr. Ladle-oranda recelved from you as wll as the Criminal Division snd Mr, Laurence %. & 

Mr. Niqheith, have eitier been covered in the reports sent you during the last to 2 ~~ 

Mr. Rogsenths or are presently receiving investigative attention. 2 eo. ae 

Mr. Tracy a i 

Mr. Carson Very truly 

Harb S TION 

. neces CATIONS = 2 ieee & INDEXED 

tr. twtord ot ALL INEOOMATION CONTAINED 

Wr, quae Fea] TY RERESL IS UACLESSIFIED™* 

Mr i 5) . rie Biles 

Mr. Nease 4 Pe dpeaat BUREAY 9) +t ce re 

Mise Gag y. §. DEPARTM: NATE 7 _jolalga. RY. 
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Federal BSurean of Investigation 


United States Department of Justice 


Washington, B. é. 
Detroit, Michigan 
May 5, 1943 








Director, FBI 







Rez GEYALD LYMAN KENNETH ‘SUITH, with aliases 
(COL?ITTEE OF 1,000,000 
sas INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
a: CUSTODIAL DETENTION ¢ 
-. SEDITIEN 





’ a ae Le J 
Dear Sir: Te ey outed 


wa 








There is being set forth hereinafter 
information turned over to the Detroit Office by- 
whose identity 1s known to the Bureau. This information is information 
x ceveloped by the informant during the period from April 19, 1943 to April 28, 
aes: : 1943. 


p7? 








Informant stated thet on Apr 
an employee in the S\’ITH office, contacted vice~president 
are of the len's Club Apparently had bv 


of the Ien's Club of St, Siphinaus (phonetic) Church e 

re uested S} to give a speech at one of the church meetings an a 

that time ei: the pastor of the church was ae Arrange= 
ments were then made for S! ITH to address the club at a later date. 


Information was received April 24, 1943, to the effect 
that StITH had received a letter cron deputy administrator of the 






a / C.P.A., in which letter stated "I appreciate your offer of help and if be 
; the going gets too toug 1 call upon you for your records. I have been 
+ told that the Lawyer's Guild is strictly a Conmanist group." 


ormation to the 
securing radio time, | #7/G 
uild up a large radio 


Informant stated th 
effect that SKITH had been in contac ij 


epparently had offered to help 
S!.ITH advise thet by being care 
ev 


program with clever planning. 










ies Informant continued by relating that he had received in- 
oe "formation to the effect thet SYITH had been talking with Captain SOUTHARD of 
iy’ Chicago and that SOUTHARD on that occasion had advised SUITH that ELIZABETH, 
a “ apparently SLIZABETH PILLING, had been giving SOUTHARD a great deal of trouble; ,’;, 
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Letter to the Director Res GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, was 
May 5, 1943 | 


that DILLING had apparently attended a meeting on April 22, 1943, in Chicago 
and that during the course of that meeting which was held in Kimmel (phonetic) 
Hall and which was supposed to be a book review by Dr. McDANIELS, Mra. DIL=- 
LING had openly criticized SOUTHARD and also criticized SMITH. SOUTHARD 
stated that the ELIZABETH he wes referring to hed apparently contacted the 
management of the building in Chicago where SOUTHARD had intended to hold a 
meeting on the night of April 30 and advised the management that S\TITH and 
Kirs. LUNDEEN were to be the main speakers and that the ELIZA83ETH was appar= 
ently very instrumental in having the management cancel the booking for 

thet particular evening. SOUTHARD further stated that ELIZABETH had been 
very vicious in her attack against HAMILTON FISH, Congressman DAY and Congress~ 
man S,ESNEY and SCUTHARD was complaining of this fact stating that these in- 
dividuals had voted and had stood up for his organization all of the time, 
SMITH epparently was quite surprised at the attitude taken by DILLING and 
stated that she had been in Detroit a very short time ago at which time she 
evidenced cooperation with SLITH's committee. Informant stated he was under 
the impression that some article had been printed by the Chicago Sun running 
down the activities of SOUTHARD's group in Chicago and this also had the 
effect of having the meeting scheduled for Friday, April 30, cancelled by 

the Chicago group. 


received information to the 

effect tho ED b= contacted personal secretary for 

HRY FORD, and a at time pparently arranged a meeting be- b7¢ 
tween Mrs. LUNDESN and CHARLES LINDS presently employed by the Ford 

Motor Companys Informant stated he could not state definitely whether or 

not LINDBSAGH and Mrs. LUNDEEN actually had a meeting but that arrangements 

had been made for the same. 


Informant stated 








w 


Informant stated that he had received information to the 
effect that a locel representative of the 0O.P.A. had taken DQ‘AN's gas coupon 
book for allegedly using gas ration coupons for political and campaign pur- 
poses rather than for necessary driving. 


Very truly yours, 


JA, 


JOHN S. BUGAS, SA 
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Attention: Mr. C. Z. Shette | 
: , O . 7 _ - ——a oe maewranirh 
| per GRID Le Ke SCTE INFORMATION C CONTAINES 
o 4 WI TIRE OK 
wi THTCREAL SECURITY i IS rect ASCHIED 
SEDITION = _ ave tu les RY<e- el. 
, - TA! 
i In @ mevorendum received in comection with this csse from the 
of Crininal Division under date of Nevesber 9, 1942, qo br o 
oe Anformstion apperring in the resort of Special Agent 


dated at Detroit, Michigan, on May 23, 1942, to the effect that the Tressury 
Department conte=plated investication ar to alleged fraudulent Federal % 
income tax returns ty subject Sai th. 








OS 
: oo Th ite senorandun, the Crimtnel Division expressed the opinion thet = >! 
i ST ae such on investization was to be conducted, it should be sufficiently 
a [rt = mtonsive to include an invests gation of the tax turns filed by Suith in 
ws!) Se Co behalf of his erganizations, "The Commi ttes of 0 One @ Million" and "The-?ederation 
era : = Cler brericenization." It ie understoed that the Treasury Department has since 
. S foinstitated an investigation of Suith's tax returns and thst this decide aa ~ 
~S Mis atill in progress. . ee 
Mr. Tolson S = 
3 Mr. E. A. Tamm A Feview of the Bureau's file for thie case reflects that previous = 
> ae credo the receipt ef the above-mentioned communication from the Crisinal Dviston, eee 
Mr. Cot hy ytndated menorances was received by the Burem fron Mr. Lawrence K, C. faith _ 


Me. GiaefhOstober 13, 1942, which etated that it 
Mr. Laabepartrent might be asked to make field 
| ur. NichSAPH One Of these being the Saith case, 
¥ oMr. Rosen inforwation “2 

* In view of the fact that the ormation dv 

_ | Mr. TI §) 4ye-treasury Depertment's reported investigation 

: ad | Me. CaTiQR ene might likely have pertinence to the Buresu's invert of teh 
waxn, «= Mr. “Horke033-eppreciate your advice as to whether tho Treasury Departaent! 









contemplated that the Treagury = “~ 





Unie 





Mr. Hendon : 
Mr. McGuire__- _@pq 














Mr. Piper 











hi Mr. Quinn Tamm_ * MAY a 1943 RM. | Very truly yours, . 
sd > Mr. Nease oy: > ; ye 7 ft 
OOM Migs Gandy fH FEDERA. BUMEAL OF INVESTIGATION ‘Mai 
Es ‘ U. $. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE Join Edgar Hoo ‘2 
Th —— Director Lo i 
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ae © 3 Character 
GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SWITH, was. (oe ne 
TAR UGGITIEE OF QUE ZILLION ee 


advises has no knowledge of 
subject's connection with «ILLIv:: DODLEY FELLEY, 
6 telegrams addressed to or mentioning subject pW . 
found among material seized from PELLEY by 

ni CCORiACk-DIC.STEIN Committee set forth. 










nezort ‘of Special agent 
' port of 
dated arch 16, 
port of Special agent 
dated Jenuary 25, 1943, at 






















tic late Senator HUEY LOXC as 4 Public 
nelztions eae. thet shout six nontas prior to his essassinetion, 
Senator LONG had heard reports from his friends in 3aton Xouge and 
Shreveport, Louisiane, concerning GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SITs to the effect 
that sudject was 4 very persuasive public’ speaker, and Senztor LONG was 
urged to employ S.iiT: in connection with his "Shere the «ealth" program, 
At the time, subject was Fastor of the Sing's Highway thristian Church, 
Shreveport, Louisiane, 1t had been reported to Senetor LONG that Si1TH 
Was anxious to join his organization, and his attitude in thi a 
hed caused criticism against him in his church, «“ccording to 
Sena tor LONG instructed his associates to make arrengenents with SMITH for 
4 public meeting to be held on the Gourt douse steps in Shreveport. The 
arrangs spents were,made, and an announcewent of the proposed meeting was z 
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put in the Shreveport papers with tne result that on the day SuilTi was 

to make his speech, a very large crowd, numbering several thousand people, © 
gathered in front of the court houses SITH!IS rendering of the speech, 

as reported to Senator LONG, indicated that from the beginning, SMITH 

had held the entire crowd in the palm of his hand and had demonstrated 

his ability to capture a large audience, Following this demonstration, " 
subject Was called to: jew Urleans, where he met Senator LONG and arrange- ° 
ments were made for subject to join Senator LONG'S organization; SilTH 
thereafter shortly resigned his ministry and eceoenees Senator sain! to. 
sastington. . 


stated that the week subject and Senator LONG arrived oo 
as on, De ©, together and registered at the -ayflower Hotel, the 
former wiayor of New Orleans, SIiSWWALRSLEY,-a bitter political foe of 





LOKG, also registered at the wayflower Hotel. The newspapers, expect-— pie 
ing some incident to occur between LONG and wALRNSLEY, had posted 
photographers in the lobby and in the hall outside of LONG'S room. h 


On one occasion, Sil TH was photographed coming out of Senator LONG!S 
apartment, and the photograph was published in ea washington 
the caption, "One of HUEY LONG'S bodyguards." According :o iain 

the subject threatened to sue the Hearst papers for $50,000 bu 

Senator LONG telked him out of it, and the suit was never filed. Upon 

Senator LONG'S death, SidlTd attempted to step into LONG'S shoes in 

respect to his "Share the wealth" cl Was not successful because 

LONG'S associates, particularly would not permit it bi 
and refused to turn over the recor re the “ealth® clubs to 

SKITH. 4& short time after Senator LONG'S death, SuITH left New Orleans, 

and went to New York City, where he reportedly stayed in the Pennsylvania 
Hotel, and gave lectures in a hall in the hotel, where he endeavored to 
interest people in the formation of his "Committee of One Nillion.® 









However, this idea did not take on in New York, and after a short time, 
S.lTH moved to Detroit, waete he got on the radio and began "pulling 
chestnuts out of t r the Ford Motor Company and other 
industrialists. stated that he did not believe that, at 
least for a long time, subject had any direct contact with the Ford Motor 
Company or the other industrialists in the Detroit area, However, he 
stated it to be his opinion that these companies. Were contributing 






heavily to SiITH'S radio program in such a way that he did not know qe 
where the money was coming from. : .- 3 \ 
a Y 
Ga «...-: that he had never heard of SMITH being associated yo 
th WILLIn# DUDLEY PELLEY, and advised that if such an association 


existed, it must have terminated prior to the time SMITH became associated 
with Mr. LONG, intimated that he approved of PELLEY'S ~ 
program and sai e had received PELLEY'S magazine, and that in _ 
his ieee the only difference between FELLY andthe man on the aides 
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Was that FELLEY was outspoken in his hatred for the Jews, while the man 
in the street was inarticulate in his opinion. He stated further that 
in his opinion, WILLIA.i DUDLEY PELLEY was innocent and was being perse- 
cuted by the ROOSEVELT Administration because the New Deal desired to 
dispose of anyone who might represent political opposition, He stated A 
further that in his opinion, the investigation of subject was in the. _ Mae 
same category, and that the investigation was due to the desire on. the. a 


part of some figures in the sew beal to throttle subject as he was = 
potentially a danverous fores in the ecomine alerti on, and had_i¢. within bx) 


ay 


nis power to influence 8 great sary people, Hovever, i 
Stated that his impression of subject Was that he was primarily interested 
in GERALD LYwsN SENSETA SulTH; that he would throw his Weight behind 


whatever prog ram appeared to be most profitable to himself. he stated y, 


that eer an oi] man, with offices in the lew Comercial 4? 
Bank g, viulreveport, Louisiana, was primarily responsible for D 











getting S:TTH,and Senator LONG together. He stated furtner that at one 
time HENRY L.Q¥ENKIN, writing for the Baltimore Sun, had stated in an 
article on S:ITH that the subject was the foremost "rabble rouser® in 
America, 






and that pre eti cally 


4S “A om anat Tove fe ae om, a 


Bi2 OF iS Cid Tiaes naé ocen UVvu Liv yous pot 7 stated however, t tha t his 

father had represented the American Newspapers, Inc., a holding company hI~ 
for the nearst Fapers, snd that his father probably did represent that 70 
company in any suit brought against it by the stages He stated that b 
at the time the suit would have been brought, he was not associated with 

his and had no kno:‘ledge of such 4 suit. However, he stated that 

who Was associated with his father at the time, might have 

some knowledge of the suit. 


WH «2.5 325 been associated wit; ii 
aa ~unsey Dut Tding, advised that he was familiar wit e€ proposed 
suit Which subject threatened to bring against the American Newspapers, 
Inc., but that in his opinion such suit was never file oi 
ever, that an investigation nad been conducted by one 
Wwio Was employed by the uearst organization and whom he believed still 
to be connected with that organization, With offices in the Aearst build 


ing, 8th avenue, New York City. He stated that any files on the case 
would have been in the possession ' ee 
7 Senator THOssAStS (Oklahoma) ¥ 
as presently residing at b7e 


el Section, "ar Depa Piaent; rentagon Building, brlingto n, 


sonn 
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for six years 
prior to the time he entered e Amy, It was sald [Jur 


that this man formerly live a aiso pointed out that . : 
they had on record ‘nian Was See to 
the edical Depa rtme o ing, Veorgla. | e sa 
Imuiry of the NcCOR-ACK-DICKSTEIN Committee revealed that all of the” = 
material seized by this Committee in respect to PELLEY, which had not 


been destroyed, had been turned over to the Civil Service Comission 
in connection with a special project being carried on. 






ee «so ce Comission. 916 G Street. Ne de. fashine= 1 ec/ 


¥ 






Ad WU YLUO ii. s sion, Jt WV WLU Vy at @ "ey ihe es — pr? 
none D. Ge, hed | a. gone through the MeCORACK-DIGISTEIN meterial and had p 


élphabetized it. search revealed six telegrams refcrring to subject as p? 
follows: 


NJuly 25, 1933 12:20 AL 


Ls "GERALD L. h. GulTH 


2020 LINE AVE., 
SHAKVEPORT, LA. 


LETTER «ITH FIRST CHECK AND FULLEST Cai:.FnIGN DT GOING 
FOR‘aRD THIS NOON HieaVY BULDLE Cr Cae PAICN UATERTAL 
INCLUDING BLUE LECTURES ShIrrED TO YOU TODsyY AWERICa! 
EX} RESS HOF TO iT. 

FELLEY 


FsID Chg. to G&LAHAD COLLEGE 
ASHEVILLE, N. C.9 


20 JULY 11 3 47 P 


"GERALD L, K. SUITH 
SPORT 


ON3 THIRTY THREE WILLDALE ROAD LanSDO.NE PENNSYLVANIA WIRE 
FORARDED PELLEY/ :vhIT RESPONSE 
ROBERT C (SUERVILLE" 





-hin- 





Ze 


4s 


be 


64, 


"ASHEVILIE, N,C. 


ir. William Dudley Pelley, . - 
133 Hilldale Road, 
Lansdowne, Pa, 


GERALD SMITH JIRES INFOR:ATION PROMISED MONDAY NOT RECEIVED 


STOP wANTS EXPLANATION RETURN WIRE WESTERN UNION STOP THESE 
ZEN READY TO GO STOF WILL YOU sIRE wR OR WIRE DIRECT, 


BOB 
FAID AND CHG. 
GALASAD COLLEGE 
SUNSET FARKWAY «ND CHARLOTTE ST, 
CITY" . ; A 
PCFA89 SVC — ASHEVILLE NCAR — 1933 JUL 23 AM 11 00 


22 OUR wILLTA:: DPDLEY PELLEY OR RCZERT SUiLERVILLE SGD GERALD 
L a7 NO? DLY Cli Ga 
SPORT 23." 
"JUL 23 


GERaLD ere 





1717 STEVENS AVE SakEVEPORT LA 
CONFIRUATION LETTER MAILED YOU YESTERDAY SUPPLIES AND FIRST 
CHECK GOING FORsaRD TOMORRO.:; CARRY ON, 
WM DUDLEY PELLEY®" 
"1933 JUL 6 PM 9 24 


GERALD L, K, SMITH 
ANSWER DATE 
SHEEVEPORT, LA, 


_ PELLEY FHILADELPHIA EXPECT COMPLETE Ca;PAIGN INSTRUCTIONS 


- SPECIAL DELIVERY SUNDAY OR MONDAY FRATERNALLY, 


ROBERT C, SUM&ERVILLE 


Cs 


pee wae et, se oa gees e 
; an - Paid 
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Copies of these telegrams are being forwarded to the Office of Origin. 
ENCLOSURES: FO DETROIT FIELD DIVISION 


Copies of telegrams addressed to or nentiloning . 
GERALD L. x. SuITH, found among material seized 
from FELLEY by the sicCOR:ACK~LICKSTEIN Comnittee. 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


THE NEw YORK FIELD DIVISION 
AT Bi YCKK, NEX YORK 





aii) cont.ct (a. Hearst oullding, Sth Avenue, 


in connection with an investigation allegedly made by him regarding 


GERALD .. K. SnITH. at the time, subject proposed to sue the Hearst , ee 


papers for publishing his photograrh. 





will endeavor to ascertain at the rennsylvania Hotel the 
nature of subject's operations in connection with the lectures which 
he allegedly- gave in a lecture hall rented from the hotel, 


THE CHAHLOTTS FIELD Di VISION 


aT ConRLOTTE, NORTH CAHOLLiaA 







“W411 contact 
he has any knowledge conceming subject an 


THE aTLANTa FIELD DIVISION 


&T FORT BENNING, GEORGIA 


ment, Stetes Hospital, Fo enning, and asce 


in wnether he has any 
knowledge concerning subject's background and associates. 


THE ii, ORLEANS FIELD OLViSion 


4T SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA 





and ascertein whether 
s background. 


inedical Depart— 


New Commercial sank Building, con— 


- will contact pe 
cerning his knowledge of sudject, his background and associates. 





Tak BaLTIiGRE FIELU DIVISION . 
AT daLTL.CvE, LARYLaND 
#i11 endeavor to identi a 
wliinEN, which is referred to by 


of subject as the foremost “rabble-rouser 
visable, will interview HENRY L, MENKEN, 


~ T= 


cle- written by HENRY L; 


and in wnich wENKEN speaks 
If thought ad- 


America, 






ie 





THE DETROIT FIELD DIVISION ; 
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Le 


\T FLINT, 20 CHIGE. 
ane 






etalon am 


: Will contact 
regard to his knowledge of subject, 
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5 Bin —- MRVORANDINE FOR MR. JAMES ROWE. UR. Be Ee. Ga oS 
ae THE AS ISTANT TO THE A 7 | 





oe ie Attention: ir, Cc. gE. Rhette ge OEM oe 


Res GERALD L. K. SMITH BS oe ag AR 
és .  . . THE COMMITTEE oF ONE MILLION 

| INTERNAL SECURITY 4 
SEDITION 


For your information, there is tranmitted herewith a copy of a 
report submitted in connection with the investigation of this case by Special 
Agent at Washington, D. C., on May 6, 1943. 





*. 


7 
Py 


, , - ~ 
oS Very truly yours, = b7 


a : John Edgar Hoover 
Dd rector 
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Bederal Bureau of Investigation 
Anited States Department of Justice 


Washington, D. ¢. 
Detroit, Michigan 
May 11, 1943 





Prop pc-+ 
IFIIMr,> 
Cr 
Erg 
Director, FBI Mr. MoGuire ......... 
Mr. @Qulno Tamm.._.. 
( | oO patron, 
Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases, ms pee 
aN THMCOVITTSE OF ONE MILLION pied Secreta 
INTESNAL SECURITY; SEDITION 
Dear Sir: > ee at 0 


Therg is being set fort ow the substance of inpoosation ge 
fro whose identity is known to the <hap 
Buréad, n was received during the period from Apri 


through May 10, 1943: 


On April 29, Informant stated that he had received information to the 


effec jthat on that particular date, in a conversation with Mrs. 

SMITH advised Mrs. LUNDESN that he would take care of 
her expenses to Cleveland from Chicago, to Minneapolis. These expenses 
were apparently incurred by Mrs. LUNDEEN at the time she spoke in 
Detroit on behalf of the SMITH Committee. 


ontacted by of the Ford Motor Company, at 
which time dvised tha sorry an appointment had not 4 Me 
been arranze ween }firs. LUNDEEN and Mr. and Mrs. FORD, but that the 
FORDS had not received the information quick enough to the effect that 
Vre. LUNDSEN would be in town. 


On May 8, 1943, Informant sovieegpoa he had received information to 


SMITH was 






the effect that SMITH had advisedf{DQ@/AN, his office employee, that 7 


SMITH was going to raise his sa to $75.00 a week and that he was | 


also going to raise his wife's salary to $75.00 a week. - - 


Informant advised further that he had received information to the effect 
that SMITH had advised Mrs. KNOVLES that he was making arrangements for 
press cards to be printed, press cards to state in effect that "the 
bearer is authorized to represent the magazine I edit — T ROSS AND 
THE FLAG -~ at the press table, signed by GERALD L. KX: SITTH." SMITH’ 


B® E2437 4: 





af MAY Hs. 


May 2003 DATE — 12th. BY sna ie we 











Letter to the Director Re: GERAID L. K. SMITH, with aca, 
Dated - May 11, 1943 THE COMMITTZE OF ONE MILLION 
INTERNAL SECURITY; SEDITION 


arnneananttw: mann awnannramantoa Fran need mAn tn ha enaA an that his 
ap ad he? eh ed 


P. e= 
peas wae vin Soest i b ab 6 ews ww & ws P+ sss wd Ul ww rw wa. iGw 


constituents might attend meetings and openly make notes relative to 

the proceedings of the meetings. SMITH apparently was making arrange- 
ments for various members of his group to attend a speech to be given 
by E BRODER of the Communist Party in Detroit on the evening of . 
May 10,°1943. It was also ascertained by Informant that SMITH, during 
the time of BROWDER's speech, through DOAN, challenged BROWDER to an 
open debate, which challenge to date, however, has not been accepted. 
by BROWDER. 


It was also sscareninca from Mrs. KNOWLES that GERA . FNnop intended 
to be in the City of Flint, Michigan, during the week commencing May 17, 
1943. 


eceived information to the effect that SMITH 
(phonetic) of Buffalo, New York, at 
which time at arrangements had been completed 

for a meeting to conducted in Buffalo, New York, in all probability 
on the 24th of May, said meeting to take place in the Eagle Anditoritom 


located at the corner of Tupper and Pearl . Streets, Buffalo. 
"the that he was for e State Deputy Supervisor for o for 
e 


Informant stated he 
had contac 












"ThefNational Union." also advised SMITH that he was President 
Economic League in Buffalo. 


la, ) 


\ os 


Information was received from Informant to the effect that Ex—Congressman 


MARTINISW2ENEY of Ohio was to arrive in Detroit on the morning of May ll, 


1943, pparently for the purpose of addressing a meeting of the S¥ITH 
Rroup on the evening of May 11, 1943.. Informant stated that SMITH had 


Tee Se oie 


made a reservation for SVWE=@NZY at the Hotel Statler in Detroit, Michigan. 


Very truly yours, 


CHN S. BUGAS . 
Le | Vspecial Agent in Charge 
AD 52h | 
62-1126 


aos 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


THis casz omamatrepat DETROIT DETROIT ruszwo. 62-1126 










DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR 


5/5/43 We 8,10,17,20, 






DETROIT, KICHIGAN 









CHARACTER OF CASE : we 
INTERNAL SECURITY -G 
CUSTODIAL DETENTIQ 
SEDITION = ALL Inf yt 10N comma 


AEREINYS UNCLASSIFIR, 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: SS ::«::-: that SMITH is stil aga ‘HERE SHOWS 
being investigated by the local Internal “** "454 


ore 
Revenue office for irregularities in Income b7 
Tax returns. SMITH believes that their in- 
vestigation will not reveal anything ir- 
bier tee regular in his returns. On April 14 , BOTH 
: a organized a group to picket LANGST PTSSHES y 
: en alleged colored Communist, who spoke at 

Nayne University, Rally held by America 

First Party on April 29, 1943 in Detroit, 

which rally wes ettended by agents. Main 

speaker at rally was MRS, ERNESP-BRDEA, 

who endorsed the policies of the Party end 

related some of her own experiences. SiwmiTH 
ON also geve a talk which in thesein wes an 


GERALD LYN Kenner SITE, with aliases 
Gerpjd L. K{’smith, Gerald L. KSSehmidt; 
THE COLMITTEE OF 1,000,000 



































attack against ST/LIN, Communism and the _ 
¥ : present edministration. Photographic copies 
x ) } of statements executed by SMITH relative to 
we : oy ) closed herewith. SKITH steted in his election 


i 
oo j . py’ ; statement that he had received $1500.00 from 
aa . ws) Py an anonymous source, ard although requested 
\ iv @ to explain the exact source by the Committee 
8 has never done so. _ ate Cone 


i 4 
‘va 
REFERENCE: & Report of Svecial ee . 


ie dated April 9, 1943 at Detro 


, | (62-43818)"Letter from the Bureau to the Det 
Office dated April 5, 1943. | 


SPacial Acawr 
we 


a his campaizn for senator obtained and en-~ \ 
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DETAILS: At Detroit, ‘tichizar: 


a whose identity 1s know to ‘bn 
the Bureau, has maintained contact with the troit Office since the auh- |. 


i ———2 ow 


mission of his last report in this case, and has advised that he has 
received inforration to the effect that the local office of the Internal 
Revenue Lepartment is still apnerently vigorously investigating ScITH'S 
alleged irregularities in Income Tax returns. Informant stated further 
that he had received the impression that, although this investigation was 
apoarently continuing, SMITH did not seem to be greatly perturbed cover the 
investigation and often expressed the opinion to Informant thet, no mtter 
how great nor how long the investigation continued, the Federal Government 


wmild not he shie to discover any irregularities in any returm mde by 


himself. a 





es de eee 


Informant also advised the Detroit Office that a Rever~ 
end HARVES SPRINGER, believed to be from Denver, Colorado, had been in 
Detroit for a shert period of time sponsoring revival meetings, and that 

he was of the opirion that SMITH had contacted SPRINGER many times during | 
the time SPRINGER was in town. Informant advised on jrril 10, 1943 that he 
had received information to the effect that one C. 0 ofszarsic.by, of Min- 
neapolis, Minnesota, was coming to Detroit with the abvarent intention of 
discussing matters with SAITH, and Informant expressed the opinion that it 
was his infermation that S-ITH had made a reservation for STADSiLEV at the 
Book Cadillac Hotel in De nformant stated further that he had heard 
that a man by the name or Wildman (chonettc) had apparently come to 
Detroit with STACSKLEV and stayed in the same room with STADSKLEV at the 
Book Cadillac Hotel. Informant advised the Detroit Office further that 
arrangements had beem made for a meeting to be sponsored in Chicago the 
night of April 30, 1943 by Captain SOUTHARD, but that this meeting had been 


ealle off eakhant a Aaw hefsr tha mabiannw wae ta ha hale Anseeniznh ae 
eaouvuUuYy G@& “way Wek ors wilt RMSGvng Frew ve VG HMWAM ALIS GHEY Gow 


SOUTHARD had had some trouble in securing an appropriate hall. Informant - 

stated further that ELI ‘BILLING might possibly have had something to , 
do with this failure in securing a hall, inasmuch as it was reported that 
MAS. DILLING had contacted various seople in the City of Chicago and at 
that time spoke in very derogatory terms relative to the activities of the 
group sponsored by SOUTHARD as well as the group sponsored by SUITH. On 
April 14, 1943, Informant advised the Detroit Office that SMITH had suc- 
ceeded in organizing a group of his followers to picket one LANGSTON HUGHES, 


a Bt wed me Dae Aamne int at when em mma of $he Wavnae Taf warel bw 
an S116 £Su GoLoreG Loni S © VRELW was ve SYCER Ge HLL NGG VE ws Ve YD 


Informant stated that the picket line was actually forsed outside the univers’ 
sity and that MRS, BEATRICEXNOWLES and MRS. SMITH apparently were active Ae 
in the picket line, During the course of the picketing conducted by the : 







- 
\ 


' @ITH group, the STH group distributed coples of a poem alleged to have * Se 


wo 2= 
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been written by HUGHES entitled "Goodbye Christ". Informant stated he 

had received information to the effect that SIITH had contacted MARTIN 
SWEENEY, of Cleveland, Ohio, end that SWEENEY was apparently a former | 
Congressman from that district. SWEENEY was requested to take part fn 

a meting to be held in Cleveland, Ohio, at which meeting MRS. ERNEST | i 
LUNDEEN, wife of the deceased Congressman, was to speak. SMITH, on one — 
occasion, advised Informant that he had written a letter to Senator ~~ 
FERGUSON, of Detroit, relative to the "Gestapo Bill", and that FERGUSON 

had invited him to appear before some aii committee in Wash~ 
ington, D. C. in the very near future. a 


On the evening of April 29, 1943, the American First 
Party held a meeting in the auditorium of the Cass Technical High School, 
Detroit, at which meeting there were approximate people sent. 
This meeting was attended by Speciel scent i << ie bye 
There is being quoted hereinafter p-: i or a memorandum 
sub ed by these agents relative to the facts of that Beene 


"The rally was called to order at about. 8:30 . 
‘P.M. by Gerald Ly K. Smith, who led the audience in the 
Lord's Prayer. Present with Smith on the Stage through- 
out the meeting were his wife, Mre, Ernest Lundeen (wife 
of Senator Ernest Lundeen of Minnesota, now deceased), 
rs. Knowles (phonetic) and an unidentified male. 


"Gerald L. K. Smith delivered the first address 
of the evening. Amonz the chief points developed by him 
were the followings 


"1. The wer emergency should not be permitted to 
serve as the means for the establishment in the United 
States of a bureaucratic dictatorship which would be : 
carried over into the post-war period. Smith stated that 
the Russians were fighting to save Stalin and the Germans 
to save Hitler and Nazism, but that we were fighting to 
save America and not to perpetuate President Roosevelt or 
his associates in power. He stated that there are men in 
the government to whom the securing of a fourth term for 
the oresident 1s more important than the gaining of an 
early victory. 


"2, There isa aeiaeiee for @ clear definition 
of our war aims, Smith Stated that the Atlantic Charter 
and the Four Freedoms are a good enough statement of 

policy for him; but added that the Four Freedoms should be. 


-3- 
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: applicable to all nations including Lithuania, Poland, 


aren't. If we aren't, then just what are we PaeHEDe ee 
for?t : , , : ; oo a a a8 

a "3, “ gmith ienouneed daberhationiitenee a 

basis of our post-war policy. In this connection he 


described the proposed international bank as an insti- ~~: 





25 tution which would be financed with our gold end controlled 
. by the British Empire, 
ee: "hh, Throughout his talk, Smith denounced Stalin 


and Communism. He stated that Russia is fighting solely 

. a for Fussia and not for us nor for the Four Freedoms. He 
rhea denounced Russia's attitude toward the Polish government's 
request for an investigation of the reported execution by 

eo ae the Russians of 10,000 Polish officers. He commented on 
od the internment by Russia of those of Major Doolittle's men 
~— who lended there after bombing Tokyo. He stated that one- 

half of China's army is busy fighting the Communists in 





—— China rather than being able to fight the Japanese. He 
ee denounced Lanston—Hughes being permitted to speak et Wayne 
Raabe University recently because he is a rabid Communist, 
eae "5, Smith indicated that the purpose of the 


America First Party was to see that there would be at 
: lesst one real American as a candidate for president at 
m7 . the next election and inferred that if neither the Republi- 


ooh ea cans nor the Democrats nominated such a candidate, the 
7 = . America First Party would, 
# "6, Smith described Walter Winchell as a rat 


and stated thnt he should be in jail. He spoke unfavorably 
concerning Henry Wallace and described him as a ‘Stalin 
Ce bootlicker!. He commented favorably on Senators Wheeler 
ee and Nye and on Congressmen Fish, Hoffman and Bradley. 


"7. Smith quoted the Var Department as estimat— 
ing that our armed forces would suffer 1,000,000 copuatee” 


in 1943 and predicted that the war would last another 3 to. . 
? yearse 


"8, Smith announced the next rally of the Bee 


- Lo 





. China, India, Roumania and Bessarabia. He said: ao 
'Either we are fighting for the Four Freedoms or we a. ee 
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. Detroit would be held on May 11 at Maccabees Auditorium 
“and stated he hopes to have Martin Sweeney (Congressman 
or forsar Congressman from Ohio) as the speaker, See 


vrei Me 


99, Smith also denounced Senate Resolution 666 


and Acacwibed $% ae the most serious threat to cay 


wi hWYSR AVY we wis mace naan ww Ww koe we Wiese ws 


liberties since the time ef the signing of the Declaretion 
of Ind ependensse: : 









"10, It should be noted that, during the course 
of his talk, Smith stated that if Mrs. Roosevelt would 
promise to stay at home and take care of her household 
duties as a wife should, he would promise to discontinue 
making speaches.e | . 


f 


¥ a ae _ - 
Wot f Me eo rh ee Le ke ; 
; te gee ae seacec ited ee : 
et ae a ee 
H * : tr * . 2795 4 i ~ > “ 7 
chan ' : * gy a efi ee ! . 
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"At the conclusion of Smith's telk, Mrs. Ernest | 
Lundeen delivered an address from a prenared manuscript, 
which was devoted in the jain to the fourm points: 


"2. Some of he 
the Vierick case; 


and the smear campaign which they waged against her husband 
after his death; 


"4. In addition, she pointed out the excessive 
share of the cost of the war being borne by this country, 
opposed internationalism 4s the basis of our post-war polley 
and endorsed Smith and the America First Party’: 


r 
“3. A ae on of Winchell, Peerson and Allen 
| 
| 
; 





oe "Brief s were e by Mrs. Mary/Khowles (pho- 
E netic). | “ 
- | 
aa "There were no remarks made by anyone at this 
metas meeting which could be construed as seditious or in viola- 
seats {tion of any federal Statute. 
“= #4 


"The meeting broke up about 11:30, concluding mith. 
the audience pledging allegiance to the flag." ; 
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a ten ae 


During the course of this meeting there was passed 

around to the audience a smal) paper entitled "Petition to My Senator#, 

This peper in substance acts in the form of a petition to the Senate to 
'-. J gote against Senate Resolution 660. A copy of this Petition is being 





enclosed herewith for the information of the Bureau, 

| a — ‘copies of the mgezine presently being publiched by 
Subject bearing the title "The Cross and the Flag" were secured and two 

- copies of this megazine are being enclosed hererith for the information of 

- the Bureau. These copies were marked Volume 2, Number 1, April 1943. © 


at which time allowed agent to make photographic coples of the — 


statements filed by SMITH in connection with his campaign for the office 67! 
eo ial : P 2e Mt LP ttt ahs wan Phaterzranhic r#onias were eamired 
of Senator Tor LCNhe ovate O1 MLViIL gale PMOVUS Spine VUES HWE OSU 
of the list of contributors to his campaign but'the. names of these con- 
tributors are not being set forth at this time, in view of the fact that 
they are not deemed relevant at the present time. An examination of the 
list of contributors reflects the fact that the contributions ranged from 
25¢ to a high of £10.00 or $20.00. There was one contribution made under 
date of August 26, 1942 in the amount of $25.00, the nam of the contributor 
being listed as U. Me of A. It is believed quite possible that this con- 
tribution in the amount of $25.00 was made by the-ENITED MOTHERS OF AMERICA, |; 
although, of course, there is no definite wey to ‘verify this possibility } 
at the present time. All of the photographic copies secured in connection 
with this phase of the investigation are being forwarded to the Bureau as 
enclosures with this report. 





: tf In connection with the "Detailed Statement of Nomina- 
. on and Election Expenses" which all candidates are required to file in 
4 “ayne County, SMITH filed this particular document in which he stated 


that he was "gq candidate for nomination to the office of United States 


Senator on the Republican ticket at the Primary held on the 15th day of 
wepeember, L9h2", ¥ 


In the matter of his claim of disbursements, SKITH 
stated on his anplication form, "Inasmuch as all my campaign funds were 
received and handled by the Campaign Committee, the report of the Cam 
paign Committee which copies this statement, to my best knowledge, covers 
the receipts and expenditures in my campaign for the nomination of United 


States Senator", There is being quoted hereinafter e part of the Disburse- 
ment Claim filed by SMITH as follows; i Bios gue . 


“. 


+ 


mm 


ey ae 
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"OFFICE REPORT: 
"Postage (permit mail, third class stamp 





mail and first class) 1,436.10 9 =. 
- Supplies (envelopes, mimeograph sup- tan a oes 
. plies, ete.) | |  «h10.80 © 
Printing & mailing nomination petitions 420.00 * 2 
Campaign printing ie 1 hL3 626 
Clerical help . , ; - 2,313.11 
Printing & mailing picture prints  _.. 98.90. 


Car expense {] public address, ] pas- 

Senger car, food, tips, etc. 

for five people) 1,221.40 
GRAND TOTAL 2 ewe ee eee oe ww $10yOl 20210 


"The above expenses are from date of qualification 
(July 20, 1942) to the day of the Primary election 
(September 15, 1942) inclusive, plus cost of 
printing and circulating petitions prior to date 
of qualification," P : 


On this same sheet, SLOITH claimed his unpaid debts 
and oblications to be as follows; 


"Embassy Press, campaign printing = 465.00 
7/20 - 9/15 
Michigan Bell Telephone*& Telegraph Co. 
City mailing service (addressing) - . 
- 7/20 ~ 9/15 42.50 
@727 6 50" 


This particular report was signed by BERNARD ASSOMAN, 
Treasurer of the Comittee, in connection with the nomination expenses. 
In accordance with that part of the statement pertaining to receipts 
relative to the Primary Election held on September 15, 1942, the following 
information was set forth: 


"DATE FROM WHOM RECFIVED PURPOSE AMOUNT 
9/12 - From meetings = Pelleville CAMPAIGN EXPENSE 12,8 
Clinton " ; 203 
Tecumseh tt 6.15 |. 
Hudson " . 18.3 
Blissfield " 35075: 
4 
ey ae * 
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9/1 From meetings - Cheboygan CAMPAIGN EXPENSE 35.00 


9/5 Davison " 
Lapeer id 

_ Imlay City 8 

~ Brow City 8 

_ Caro . 

" " Manton ° 


9/7 
9/15 Receipts from attached lists 

_ ‘Receipts from attached lists Pages 143 
8/28 Anonymous from a group of Industrial employees 





GRAND TOTAL « oe eee eee ce ee owe 8 0 6 £10, 612021 


It is being noted at this time that there are actually 
two reports submitted to the Wayne County Clerk's Office, one being called 
"Committee Treasurer's Detailed Statement of Nomination and Election Ex- 
penses"” while the other statement is called "Candidate's Detailed. Statenent 
of Nomination and Election Expenses". 


In connection with the eadtatution dated aaeare. 26, 
entitled "Anonymous from a group of Industrial = nit - amount of 






$1,500.00, reporting agent discussed this mtter with and at that 
time as =. according to the law of t ate of Michigan, 
a per st on his expense statement the fact that he had re~ b7¢ 
pelwed gifts from an anonymous source and that as a matter of practice when- 
ever anyone listed an anonymeus donor they were requested tc furnish the 
name of the donor to the Wayne County Clerk's Office, and that in the event 
they failed to co that request they would technically be in viola~ 
tion of the lar. ellowed agent to make copies from correspondence 
maintained in the Wayne County Clerk's Office files, which correspondence 
took place in connection with the statement made in S/ITH'S report relative 
to the anonymous gift of £1,500.00. This correspondence is more or less 
self-explanatory and is being quoted ver batim hereinafter: 






ecember 21, 1942 


Ur. Bernarf Boman, Treasurer of the 

U. S. Senate Primary Campaign. 

(Gerald L. K. Smith, Candidate), 

Treasurer of the Smith for Senate 

Cempaign (Indenendent) | 

2006 Industrial Bank Building : ie) 
Letroit, Michigan. ; ee 


ee EE WSIS GE LAT Pe eet eh IS pen re AST ETT ot ce pate fe NR MNS 
. = : . . . : ee ogre a ne tee Te at 
R Siete oh tise ke ee Lee 
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4 “Dear Sirs p gee : 
re . 


ae of oR 2 





"Your attention is directed to Sections 3309, 3313, 3317 and ae 
3318 of the 1929 Compiled Laws of the State of Seas ras i See 
which provide as follows: oA 


"2209. Sec. hs tEvery candidate aad every 


tmaamimeanm af an nalftian? anmmittae ahatt 





WA VUOU SSL VA BD PVE VSS SUL UES VI oe 


— within ten days after any primary election, 


caucus or ccnvention, and again 
ing oS within twenty days after any general election, 


- whether state, countu, city, municipal, 

: township or district election, in or cone 

7 cerning which he shall have received or 
disbursed any money, prepare and file in the 
office of the county clerk of the county in 
which such candidate or trasurer resides, a 
full, true and detailed account and state-~ 
ment subscribed and sworn to by him before 
an officer authorized to administer oathe, 
setting forth each and every sum of money 


mannt armel ~~ on Az we bwee maw Ines | oe ar # nm am mnt anedt —_a 
Pecenvea OF GisSoursea oY maim 1dr nominawon 


or election expeases, the date of each re- 
ceipt, the name of the person from whom 
received or to whom paid, and the person 
to whom and object or purpcese for which 
disbursed. Such statements shall also set 
forth the unpaid debts &énd obligetions, if 
any, of such candidate or committee, in- 

. curred for the purposes set forth in section 
eae three of this act, with the nature and 
; amount of each, and to whom owing, in detail, 
and if there are no such unpaid debts or 
obligations of such candidate or committee, 
such statement shall state such fact,! 








"3113. See. 8. ‘Upon the failure of any 
persons to file a statement within ten days 
after receiving such notice, or if any ; 
statement filed discloses any violation of 
any provisions of this act, the county clerk 
shall forth with notify the prosecuting 
attorney of the county where said violation 





-~ 9x 














Gr mM  & 
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occurred, and shell furnish him with coplea .... 
of all pepera relating thereto, and said. 
prosecuting attorney shall, on such com ee oe 
plaint or the complaint of any other person, =< 





forthwith enter the same in @ docket kept 


for that purpose in his office, and within 


twenty deys thereafter examine every such 


case, and if the evidence seems to him to 
be sufficient under the provisions of this 
chepter he shell, in the name of the people 
of the state, forthwith institute such 
eivil or criminal preceedings as may be 
appropriate to the facts,! 


#3317. Sec. 12. 'No person shell make a 
payment of his own money or of another 
person's money to any person in connection i 
with a nominetion or election in any other 
name than that of the person who in truth 

pean g such money; now shall any person 
knowingly receive such payment or enter or 

cause the same to be entered in his ac- 

counts or records in another name than 

that of the persons by whom it was actually 
furni shed,! 


"3318. Sec. 13. ‘It shall be unlawful for 
any candidate or treasurer of © political | 
committee, or person ecting as such treas- . 
urer, to disburse money received from any 
anonymous source, ! 


“The Treasurer's report filed by you with reference to the 
Primary ae September 15, 1942 contains the follow- 


"8/28 Anonymous from a group of Industrial 
Employees, $1,500. 


mie are advised that this entry of an anonymous contrt bution. ae 
is contrary to Sections 3317 and 3318 quoted above, ss 


"Upon checking the Treasurer's report filed with reference to 
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..: ‘he General Flection, November 3, 1942, .we find that you . 
_. sy. det receipts in the amount of $6,545.37. However, upon . 
2 \> etalling the list attached to the Treasurer's report ras 
whfch you state ‘identifies contributors who sent money 
through the mail, brought it to the office and contributed . 
to collections taken in public rallies all over the State 
of Michigan’. We find the total of such contributions 
to be $2,388.45. You have, therefore, failed to account 
for receints in the amount of $6,156.92. You will note 
that Section 3309, quoted above, requires that a ‘detailed 
| account and statement’ must be filed, ‘setting forth each 
re and every sum of money received’, 





"You are hereby notified thet the above mentioned items 

do not comply with the law, and that this notice is given 
to you to afford you an opportunity to comply with the 
statutory provisions within ten days from the receipt of 
this notice. ‘ 





"Yours very truly, 


CASPAR J. LINGEUN (Signed) 


pa ms MCJLym Wayne County Clerk" 
a ee "COMMITTEE OF 
ree 1,000,000 Gerald L. K. Smith NATIONAL CYUAIRMAN 


"Headquarters: POST OFFICE BOX 459 Detroit, Michigan 





"December 29, 1942 


"Caspar J. Lingeman 
Clerk of Viayne County 


4 
as ; Petroit, Michigan 
2.4 "Dear Mr. Lingemans 
a "Your letter deted December 21 and mailed to Mr. 
Bernard Doman, treasurer of my campaign committees for ~~ 
both the Primary and General Election campaigns, has eee 
been turned over to me for my attention, due to the ab- = 


sence of Mr. Doman during the Holiday Season. 


eb ee 
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"We are only too happy to amend our report on 
~ campaign expenditures but, inasmuch as your letter 
— written the 2ist did not reach us until the 24th of 
December (Christmas Eve) and inasmich as the report 
cannot be amended until our campaign committee can 
meet, it will be impossible to furnish these amend. 
ments within a period of ten days from December 21. 
But let me assure you that the amended report will 
be in your hands by January 10. 





"Incidentally, I find that your misunderstand- . 
ing of the General Election report is based on the 





- omission of one typewritten line which can be charged 
up to a clerical error. 
"Sincerely, 
mig: .  *GLKS/UA GERALD L. K. SMITH" (Sgde) 
Ps. 


ma mP.S, It would be interesting to analyze the state of 
; mind of a political enemy who would call for the 
amendrent of the campaign expense revort of a defeated 
candidate on Christmas Eve. I know that this letter 
was not instigated by you but, undoubtedly, you are 
: under the pressure of certein obnoxious enemies of 

ae mine who are only interested in persecution." 





moa Photographic coples were secured of the Statements 
ii filed rith the Wayne County Clerk's Office relative to the election held 
Pr ree on November 3, 1942 in the Stete cf Michigan for the office of United 
auecoe States Senator. Inasmuch as it is felt that Statements made at this time 


by SLUITH would be pertinent as to the question of whether or not he was 
@ candidate on a regular party ticket or whether or not he ras a "sticker 
candidate", there is being quoted ver batim hereinafter the information 
ue contsined cn "The Candidate's Petailed Statement of Nomination and Elec- 
tion Expenses"; 


q 


4 "In accordance with Act No. 351, P. A. 

<4 1925, I, Gerald L. K. Smith, who was a candi- 

{i date for election to the office of United | oe 

XY States Senator on the sticker candidate ticket, =. 
at the Election held on the 3rd day of Nov- ; 

ember, 1942, in the “ichigan, State of Mich- 

igan, hereby submit the following detailed 


‘ f 


se 
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wae ore ae ee aoe ee 






- NR ES Be Te a EE sane Mad Tee PR Luang ie 
: “oS” statement’ of disbursements, receipte,**- 





“. °*"" and unpaid debte or obligations.® veo 
: ap ee pn RARE Be Corte ale a RE oe eo Mien og RONG : 
eee ee 


ae :  _ Along"with his Detailed Statement of Nomination and: 
lect] 


Lon Expenses, SMITH enclosed an affidavit ‘reading en follows’ |: | 3 @ oy 


“STATEMENT: “November 28, 1942: 


ag + de 


7 ae he "I file herewith a report of receipts | 
a an _ and expenditures in connection with may 
. campaign for the United States Senate as 
a sticker cendidate. . a 
OS ee ' “For the record, let “it be noted that ay z ~~ 
. _ « Sticker candidate, so-called, is not a- | re ee: 
eee ae 2 candidate in the ordinary sense.” There Waa rte 
= some disagreement among the attomeys as to , Oe 
whether or not I should make a report ~ but ° 


ve 


+? 
tt, 


si I am filing this report in order that there 99 ss - 
be no question aa to my desire to comply with | 
the law. . | f Bios -e 
“It will be noted that inasmich as Iwas 
the candidate of no party, every expenditure 
made in my behelf was made through the Smith 


eg, tae ' for Senate Committee; whereas, candidates Oe eee 

: Ge "  # regular parties enjoy the good gracee of locah =# . : 

Nitop dues . committees which frequently indulge themselves <*.. dsl os Sete 
. in expensive cooperation, which does not go = 


on the report of the candidate's finance coan- 
mittee, F 


uy 


: ss st 
: “sy 
oe 


: ee "GERALD L. Ke SMITH" (Sede) 
NGLKS/U® "Gerald L. K, Saith® 000... s 


-. sat cages 









Ute «eS . The Committee Treasurer's Report for the general. Nee 
election held on November 3, 1942 was submitted by BERNARD A. DOUAN, in oe Pk ME. 
which report DOMAN listed the name of the Committee to be the *Saith oF “ae 
Senate Campaign (independent) Committee", DOMAN listed himself as the : 
Treasurer of this particular committee, The total disbursements listed =-"=" 2" 

by the Treasurer's Comittee were $8,895.02. ee are ean ee yo ae ee . 
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ns Oe te "om, _™ 
a 





+ 


¥ “8 mst 


7 oar a ‘Th complete set of photographic copies which were ny oe 
made asveilable to the Detroit Office are being enclosed herewith for the _ | 
inform tion of the Bureau. Pg es ih NE ye at he, oR ey am pti 


4 ah eS aN, ooa re ee ad 
Sane Seas ea’ ie gee 





ee ee eee Mee EEE TS oe ait See 

Pa ad ae * “Inquiry was made at the ayne County Clerk's Offide, | 

at which time agent was advised that after a thorough search of the S55) 7° 

- Tecordg<had been nade, there was no record located for any incorporation ~"} | 7 

' for the“QERICA FIRST PARTY", Under date of April 11, 1941 there wag i. : 
filed i th the Wayne County Clerk's Office corporation paperé relative 


a, & 






to thAMERICA FIRST COMMTTERN. The purpose of forming the AMERICA ~~ + 
FIRST COMMITTEE was designated as: ee e 33 eo 
“3 "To promote, foster and encourage by the. oe A 


dissemination of information by publie 
meetings and by any other Janful and . ee ele ee 
. appropriate means a desire for Peace ~— Ste 
ey “+. among the people of the United States.§ fy. | : 


4 
ts ped ga 


’ 


. 


< 
t 


-. Incorporators for this particular group were listed as follows: 5 | 
| JULIUS HTOELLER eee ee 
1704 Peno scot Building «ss ee ee bs 


ROBERPVLETIG 
1501 Industrial Bank Building 


eo th C. HOIABERKORN, JR. > - Oe ne Od a 
16761 East Jefferson Averme ~ ae rc. ee eee 


. ” . ‘ ! , es nota De pains 5 tt age ere : ieee nee 
, 2. , y = . A. BeieCHEPNEY : co . roo gs j ae a: ve . mike ine. 5 

ee er me | oe 7301 Woodward Avenue ; i tee ce Pe 
Wha cae: - ws ; ae ” +: . as 7 \ Qf ah + 7 } 


bad 78 ty te 


It was also ascertained at 8 time that a Certificate of Voluntary 
Dissolution of this particular corporation had been filed with the Wayne 
County Clerk's Office on December 2, 1942, 4 icating that this perticular 
group had dissolved at that time, = ee ce SL ae ee ae ee 


Me a - 

















ted 








"Photographie copies of Statements filed by tet 
a the Wayne Sopty oor e Office, ee 5 
Two copies of booklet ‘entitled nthe Cross Ae fae . is 
and the Flag". ie he ae ee: a 3 ; 











n Pare 


< rs ; 


One copy of the leaflet” entitled "Petition ee ve ae 
to My Senator™, 


> 
». 
lg 
, 
aint 














‘ : 5 
° ‘sé F .- , 23 
F ” as ° ae ne aera! ~ . 
* P ae a 
“ 
. . rat = 7 -* hs 
= ~ e * ¢ r : ct + 4 vy ” WV. pe 
. z Pe “+ u “ ss one & . wel : : , 
- , ” ae n . : woe : 4 : yt 
x Lan x ee ny Me ‘ ee vg ase, « a . ft as oe, ¥ : 
; es ey 8 EWG he A - aes! ‘ i Oe 4 7, Bee see eS x Peg Cae ip ae 
— (Detroit file 62-1126) oui Oe ea uh Ape FB 
a + 7 . 7 . “fo aan : a J ip eT et ow 
é : - a ne ae Oe Br gt * 5 Oh a Se ; " Fy wi ow sare a fae 
i . x ’ . ; pat, ei ee . 7 - Pay ie ee : 
: : oe . é . eg on eM Gay oe ane sos pM ae ge o. . - : 
_ a4 ae a 8S : ; é i tp he Ge mcd whe 
ae ns ey ORR : re oF my . 
bie Sie 22 . 3 5 oe ese a stat ry a comie . . PS sit 9 Hees hy 
Bo Gisele S . 2 oa Poe Se eae ’ pee ” : >. Bk Ge, ee ! f . : 
ie _ ite: r 7 = ‘ aa Be tae 
= o. “ = otek rs 3 gl asa ee Sai. 
Loe a: 
er . ‘UNDEVELOPD Leaps — 
re 2 : ae . : : POS ie - The -- . 
ws ° t Reece ce a ee At: 
) FI a ; coat poe ee re et 
mo. ELD DIvistony, Ney: 72 aa = a ay pe se oied ook tae meget yas ns oe “a 
=: } ee im : . Boe eaclgt bg, =) in 's ee 
. re gee Dyke ~ a cee beget ro — - ey a by yy os fn 3 oe we * ae ot cae “ vee oft 
cae a oF a 7 aE a oe ke Tae 
rt — amy See! = . i 
* : . : é , : 
ee te aes “At CLEVELAND, onto, ‘will report on the ERICA 
e* at 


| PARTY pally which was he d an. a Love nd on Apri 22, PmIs.2 





oe ‘3 * $ & J “4 . se Nie wae ay fe 
a KANSAS crn FIED DIVIStON: * aa te a ey cae ; 






* At KANSAS CITY will ascertain through confidential 
informants whether REVEHEND GERALD B,> placed any telephone calls 
to GERALD L, K. SMITH in Detroit, Michigan in Mehmarys 1943. pts 


NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION: = gtitit 






-_ # Wii, if advisable » contact DR. Le 
5 OF DEMOCRACY for _infornetion in his possessi ebout GERAID L. K. 


- SMITH and his activities. This lead was originally set forth in report of - ~ 
Special ee, January 25, 1943, but it has been->= - 
Since ascertaine IN is dead and the eae tning portion of the . 
lead is therefore deleted. ee b! ae 


’ - 
see oe we ae a few Cae a wee a eee 


# Will cover lead requested by De 
















"Referring to page 2 of the report of Special Agent dated 
May 23, 1942 at Detroit, Michigan in which mention i of an article 
carried by the United Press from noon on October 20, 1936, concerning the 
annatinzoment har GUTT af tia frawentd an a Daned wh He 


announcement by GMITH of the formation of a Fascist organization to seize 

the Government of the United States. It is requested that an effort be made 

to secure a copy of SKITH'S announcement if it was in writing and in any .. > 

case that you attempt to locate and interview ae the context thereof 
¢ persons pES2ent when SMITH made such a lc Fs A os 

* Will cover leads as requested in ese antes memo 
quoting: ‘Information has been received that the attorneys for Time and 
Life magazines with offices in New York City have compiled a large file of 


information on SMITH in which may be reflected facts which will ante rest: 


this (Criminal) Division. It is requested that this fille be secured or. - 
_ duplicated if it does exist and that any leads which may be cpiacras hates Gee 3 
7 een be sidan by cle maaan as soon as zoos lesen Pe . as ee 





at acai Sea HOUSE, GROSSMAN, VORHAUS and HELMEY of Wew York epee - ne : 
handled a law suit against SMITH and some individual idendified t S 





i : » 
“+ 7 o, 
» 
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or some tives nila in ine: _— tira, hae some v Antebed tion: i oe ¢ 
about SIITH which developed as a result of this law suit that may not =. 
be available elsewhere. It is requested that this lead be develo oped. and . aes 
7) report be se isesi to the Criminal Division &s soon a8 possible,” aft oe 














aaae: Prva SS Tea Aether age SY Bele gee te a ee 
ae %? < . ead 
ee enn a wilt’ cover lead Trequestou fa 
- 


fallen: . anther SanPanwntinn manabinans bh2e | 4b-24 3.2 


+ OS20N S$ weoeh mori vion reaching Lng the time” ae 
SMITH was esteblished in New York, one barges intinately | 
associated with him, It is desired that you endeavor rtain the 2 ee aig 


identity of this individual = the. ee of per conection ith the’ ) Sube_, 
es re : : i 






wee +e 
oe 


a. 


# Will contact 
And will obtain or ascertain present loéation o membership cards Y's 
WOILVER SHIRTS OF AMERICA issued to GERALD L. K. SMITH and his wife... 
* Will obtain from CRAVATH, DeCERSDORFF, SWAINE AND WOOD, 
15 Broed Street, New York City, Aevonney= for aioe Magazine, information 
poncerling CERALD L. K. ore 5 ; ee: aay 7% tae Se 
bY 


. 
~ 


SAN ANTONIO FIELD DIVISION. ee fo. _ Ossi Hoey, 


Ny 






echnical eeaeaca letter a Subject 7 
to San Antonio, Texas, dated July 8, ale 
1933, requesting that &n examination be made to ascertain whether the letter ae 
was actually written by Subject. Will notify Detroit Field Office when this 
is done so that a known = of ae eotaeeats ay Re sent id ue 
Technical Laboratory. aH 


WASHINGTON FIELD DIVISIO te BOs tas ee: 
* wi cover dead  cuvead in Depevtaental memo as folloms: | 


"The Criminal Division likewise has learned that certain of PELLEY'S files” 
were seized in 1934 or 1935 by the McCORMACK ~ DICKSTEIN Congressional Com 
mittee and are presumed now in the custody of the Clerk of the House." This 
lead was originally set forth in report of Special Agent 
dated January 25, 1943, but it has since been ascertained pny i. Ee omit 


Lawn We 
4s dead and the remaining portion of the lead is therefore ¢ eted.. 








et Will attempt to locate and interview 


United States Army, whose address has been given as 
Se said te have been & 


ch GERALD STH, "ELIZABETH DILLING and Fieve. CHARS 


Sek 


e.% ? 3 _— 
me OS amb : te odie Me Shee v8 ee 
: ee oof : oF * hgae ers : 





5 . ‘ : é hin ar . Pst * Fe ap. 4 
bead “a Be a 5 ace oo és . ee , Kee 
ee vote . alae Se oe ae Pen ee, 
a a - = erst Si aa Re Ne ated a a . 
< te i - 4 -? ; 
~ —o* , . wie ae * : er a es Oe nay 
: = * i Ca ee : 2 ae te ky Bae a a 
: : 7 Sieg 25 Se * 
. 











pee eat anton 


: . : ae er IN owe : . a a " : 
ee Rie ie ae. Shee seen coal gig ower ar) Coed Pe er er oe Pec ate gge Coma Lally aS oR ‘ te Reaeae. » Eee 
Ue dae lee a i a Aa el ST PR a ene etn ee een oY Pe eh aa na wes, eL, 


ee ae eg 
Sa en ef tearing Bie Soy ime 


oe * . _ Sats - . . a) fa ee ers aa its : eae : 
a 
. . « . - is el “OO a ‘a We aay F “ . t * : "5 
‘ s : oes . son 7 i fan feted 
5 ~ Sag 7 . : oe - Ais ha 
2 - ; ; j 
. = + & © : a= . yet a = . 7 * 7h rn ar 
: : : ‘ - Ce > at at iS cy Oe . oY 7 
ei: ae ~~ rae Beet ake ap Re ’ Fh 
7 : ae os ; - ries @loy.t e 5 
7 ran : oe jee * Z , 









7 


« 


* ’. 
7 





+. fot tae) os Sy , 
a * - bad t a ae ™ aa fe “ea 
Ps a . a. 5 < 
‘ ‘ a ’ g 7) e y ’ 
‘ . NS * BPE te, ot itd ao, are ee Sea Oe . 
- 3 7 _ : eet t sae * i Hr at . oa ast aul : 
. : <5, fone i oh Be = é . . “ee, . gs Oy 2 ¢ 
Detroit file 62— : BREAD PL. Bete ag Noda 
4 Sapien” Goth ‘ : eS Date SPR Lk be A aay set, eae, , ; are 
1, * 
eas a ; 















» @8 suggested by the Depart~~. eee 
. ure BOenE ormation concerning the payment of money >. } 
WHEELER and that SMITH anong others ‘cooperated. = | «| 
wry Plot ta weaken the United States.) go dye OP, 


: “ 2 . #: Th TT te AS ee : eae 
% ee tea : ‘ eae a a a * « 5. Bhd oh aes Foy % * Pr my 











~ 


re Se co) endeavor to locate 
the office of Senator THOUS of Oklshoma, and ascertain from 
what he knows conceming the activities, background end associa 


ect, 









This lead was firet set forth in the report of Special Acont Sp 
ated 8, 1943 at Washington, D.C. It should be noted, how- 
. t ia still commnicating with Subject on e rather 
friendly basis. ae, 3 bahia fae - 





% Fi me iy 
ae um os 
~ bes 


ME Foy ny 


DETROIT FIELD DIVISION: ¥ et Mae + .. EB 

Ae A - fe Pe oad aa 
At Detroit, Michigan, will conduct a 
to ascertain what the extent of eo 


te: 


7 Tt: 
¢ 
a? 
~ as) . 
ae 
amt 
au 


* 
ton - = a 


4 





ei Lat we! | cee , 
Ppropriate investi= b q 
ration, if any, °- 
























* Will ascertain whether WES, ELIZABETH DILLING, of 
Chicago, Illinois wes registered at the Hotel Book-Cadillec, Detroit, Mich~ 
igan on March 6, 1943 under her true name or any known alias, © i s,s 
Will conduct appropriate investigation relative to yom 
in an attempt to ascertain the person describing herself . 
who apperently was visiting et that address on Cee 





a8 
March 23, 1943." 


“9 + - 


+ Will examine bank accounts utilized by SMITH and will . 7 













* Upon notification from the San Antonio Field Office 


that SUITH'S letter to has been forwarded to the Technical Laboratory oe : 
for examination, will forwa the Technical Laboratory samples of SUTTH'g | ee 
known handwriting and signature, fs ee eee ad a ne OE. 
; po Siac 4 Rte oe ; ey Pe oe oe : 


: % Pid ws Neg ae ae “et Cte Bes re ars ee 
~ 7 Pa eran. 1 ere a eh : ag ert = é — | « toe ys Be 
: : a *. oes v " aoa et te 
1 " 








* 


_ Se ng ot ey to pear ous . ieee “ ae 


“wag + ue nos 
PA ‘ “ ’ ae =: 
sapere me we ” ~ i - . oe ‘ = 

yee ae ie A tg, i . 
ay, . we, wy 
ay ere — : we Z t+ j 
‘ some a ST ae gee Y PR tes Eee Ma iO eka OBA Ain See td 
os poe fon i oF Ear : . a 7 , Se thes . ae 
“ms ‘ s * ik - > i genase ee 
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% of Special Agent 3, at Detroit, 
in the case entitled KENNETH SMITH with aliases et. 


ae ee a ee ar 





pe? «SAC, Detroit 


oh 





GERALD L. K, SMITH; 
THE COMITTRE OF ONE MILLION; 
INTERNAL SECURITY - Gs 





: CUSTODIAL DETENTION; SEDITION. 
7 . 

Reference is made to the Feport submitted in this oase by Special Agent 

. ¢f Saas at Detroit, Kichican, on May 5, 1943. bee 
7 The enclosures described on page fifteen of Special Arent report 
 ¥ as "photocreplic copies of statenents filed by Smith sith the ‘wayne County Clerk's 
ae office" were received at the Bureau in such a condition of disorder that it is not 
-4 possible without access to the original statements or inowledce as to how they are 


set up to rearrange the various pages of the enclosures in their proper sequence, 

Accordingly, these enclosures are being returned here:ith with the request 
Ee that the various pages of the enclosures be arranged in proper order and re- 
ee turned to the Bureau at the earliest possible cate, 
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3 LYMAN KENWETH SVITH with aliases 
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7 SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: ssid to be traveling in Texas. bI~ 
Ppropriate leads set forth, 
“\ 
ae oe Y ~ RUC = 
\ ee! 5 
i 
“e REFERENCE: 62-43818. Report of Special scent Lae 
aa dated May 5, 1943, at Detroit, Michigan 
Ae! DETAILS: AT WASPTNGT0N. D.C, 
ee evezled thot 
a 3» and had left tow. 
= » advis at she received a letter rom 
EE J» 1943, at which time he was staying at the Later Hotel b 3 
nee nh Hovston, Texas. She stated he was Supposed to be traveling for some 
acpESe coumercjal horse in Texas and sve believes the hest wey to eet in touch 
re 





with him would be to ddress a letter to an office he maintains in Detroit 
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THE DETROIT FIELD DIVIsror 
AT DETROIT, 3ICHTGAN ae oo a oe 
~ Will endeavor to contact , 







I y 
Pe Senator WHEELER ana that the subject, anong others, coopera 
eee Senator WHEELER in a plot to weaken the United States, 





THE HOUSTON FIEIN DIVISTON 
ON 


et Will endeavor to locate through the LaNar Hotel and 
inti nestion him concerning e€ of the subject. It is co] 
=F bre 





ossesses Information concerning the payment of money by 
to Senator WHEELER and that the subject, among others, 
cooderated with WHEELER in a plot to weaken the United States, 











For the infornation of the Detroit and Houston Field Offices, atten- 
tion is directed to Bureau letter of May 5, 1943, in which the Bvrean instructs 
that investication of this case be completed in all offices not later than 
Jane 1, 1943. The attention of the Detroit Office is also directed to the 
third paragraph of the Bureau letter in which the Washington Field Diviaton 
4s instructed not to intervie as previously Instructed. 


e report of Special agent 
hineton, p. C., f e 










a gra ft aorele Bepartment of Iysti> . 
CME San Antonio, Texas 4 ND O 
| May &, 1943 









Director, FBI gies} gi 
Re: GERALD L Barns se., 
rald L, K, th, Gerald L, I, 
chmidt; OMMITTEE OF 1,000,000 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
\ ee , CUSTODIAL DETENTION 
.\ SEDITION 
\ Dear Sir: = . £5 








Reference is made to the report of rectal Agent ae 
Detroit, Michigan, dated April 9, 1943, in which an undeveloped / }\ 


| ! veloped — 

ee set forth for the San Antonio, Fi obtain the origin4l 
a letter from the subject to San Antonio, 

ee Texas, which letter was dat Py eo. ; 

a ‘The letter in question was recovered by Special Agents of the San 


vo Antonio Field Diviaion during the cour orised search of the 
= premises of an Antmio, Texas, on 
May 27, 1942. eport requeste t the original letter be 












forwarded to the Technical Laboratory for the purpose of requesting that an 
examination be made to ascertain whether the letter was actually written 

by the subject. An examination of this letter however discloses that it p72 
was typewritten in ite entirety with the exception of a few scribbled ini- , 
tials above the signature on the letter. Consequetly this letter is being 
forwarded to the Detroit Field Division for whatever disposition they deem 
appropriate and it is requested that the original of this letter be retumed 

to the San Antonio Field Division for ite use in connection with the denat- 
uralization trial of We <= is expected to be held in the 

near future. 





: Inasmuch as no further investigation remains to be done in this 
case in the San Antonio Field Division, thie case is being considered as 
referred upon com letion to the office of origin. 
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Department of Justice , > “ 


the Assistant to the Attorney ©. ae, ihe QD 
Washington wy 8 





Kay 11, 1943 


REMORANDUL rOR WR. JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
Director, Federal Lureau of Investigation 









I have your memorandum of Vay 7 addressed to 
tir. Rowe end to my attention inquiring whether the 
Treasury Department's investigation of Gerald L. KF. 

©srith's income tex returns was instituted at the 6ug*— Ty 
gestion of the Department of Justice and, if so, whether Vv 
the results of the investigation will be made available 
to the Department and to the F3l. 


The Tressury investigaticn was instituted 
the request of the Attorney G 1 end I am sure that 
SRE aor el TESUTES ETT Ee de available to us and to 
the Bursaic I aN HOt Eure Just how hich of the detalis 
thetrécstry will make available but I will be glad to 
discuss this matter with Lr. Helvering and attempt to 
meke arrangements whereby eny reports rendered ty the 


agents conducting the investigation cen be mede avail- 
avle to us. 


[ Jaf 4 os 


Ce oy Rhetts 
Special Assistant to the 
Attorney Genera} Wik 


4-750 (2-7-79) / 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


ee Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 7 


indicated, explain thia deletion. Hoge 


[J Deleted under exemption(s) _. Sith nt segregable 
material available for release to you. 


{Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 


Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


YW Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) _ DEPT oF 
7 util , was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


——_—- Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); = 
sons the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 








—__._— Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


ne 


("} For your information: 








iva The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


O62 43x18 - E253 


coe eo pike 


NO DUPLICATION FEE 
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THs. chen CuiaiNAge ke DETROIT, MICHIGAN RC rmnzeno. 100-3596 
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE ey aiees panoa REPORT MADE BY 
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURT | 5-13-43 | 4-23 591043 
LYMAN KENNETH SMITH was; INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
i. THE COMMITTEE OF 1,000,000 CUSTODIAL DETENTION 
: | SEDITION 4 
ae 4 
i - tina. TN et . 
ne, . SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: ee -..:..: that no telephone p20 
| H |} Kansas to the Subject in February of 1943 
a Se peavye 
- “rn 9 = RC = 





ERFERENCEs Report of Special Agent (INES dated at 
| * Detroit April 9, tnep bre 


== DETAILS: At Wichita, Kansas 









advised that he had received 
tion te the e had not placed any calls to the 


ee . : | 
ee Subject during Jan or Feb of 1943. He went on to relate that wmmvnoD bP) 
7 Placed a call toa Statler Hotel, Detroit, en January 
det os, 25, 1943, thie call tely 8100 pete emi was talked on at ~ 
on 1330 aute damary 26, 19436. 
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RECORDED ; 
MESORANOUM FOR MR. JAMES ROWE, JR. 


THE ASSISTANT 10 THR ATTORNEY GENERAL 


ur. C. Ee Rhette 





Attention: 


Re: GERALD L. K. SKITH; 
THE COMMTTEE OF ONK MILLION; 
INTERNAL SECURITYs SEDITION. 


For your information, there is attached a copy of a report submitted 
in connection with the investigation of thia case by Special Agent 
at Xansas City, Missouri, on May 13, 1943. 





LIL- 





Very truly yours, 


ais aes John Fdgar Hoover 


) 
Enclosure / It 


. Tolson 
Mr. E. A. Tamm 
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», Fuente FIRST PARTY 





_ Pittsburgh, Pa., 
May 21, 1943, 

The America First Party is holding a meeting in the North Side Carnegie Hall 
Tuesday evening, June ist at 6 Pe Me with Mrs, Ernes$ythdeen as the prinoipal S8pea 

"She will answer Walte inohell, the character assassin, She will 

discuss the mysterious death of her husband killed in an airplane 

accident on his way to address an Amerioa First meeting.* . 

Gerald L, xO smith, National Director and organizer of the Amerioa First 
Perty will be chairman of the committee, 
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a a 
J. P. tty :CSK 
soe GERALD L. K. SMITH 


PERSONAL HISTORY AND BACKGROUND 


. Gerald Iysan Kenneth Saith, better known as Gerald L. nahh, . 
was born during February, 1598, at Pardesville, Wisconsin. He attended . 
Butler Seminary at Indianapolis, Indiana, and {ater was graduated fron” 
Valparaiso University (Indiana) where he pursued a course in theology. 
Smith's antecedents and early life were in no way unusual and are of no 
particular interest. 


After leaving college, Smith took up active duty as a minister 
and successively held pastorates at Footville, Wisconsin, at the Seventh 


Street Christian Church of Indianapolis and at the King's Highway Church of 
Shreveport, Louisiana, 


Prior to assuming his ministerial duties at Shreveport, Sxith's 
activities were rather conservative and of a type characteristically befitting 
one in the ministerial profession. However, while in Louisiana, he became 
interusted in the late Huey Long's “Share the Wealth" movement and eventually 
extended this interest to the point of actively and openly participating in 
politics as an adherent of Long. Attendant publicity evoked the displeasure 
of the Elders of his church, eventually resulting in Smith's digmissal during 
1934. Following Long's death, Smith attempted to identify himself with the 
remnants of the Long machine but being unsuccessful in this left Louisiana 
in 1937 arm came to New York where he attemted to organize an association 

led "ThS oamittee of One Million.® This effort was unfruitful. During 
| Se followl : year he moved to Detroit «here he has since been located, 


At Detroit, Smith reorganized “The Committee of One Killion" as an 
organisation "founded for the purpose of combatting the menace of Communism,” 
During 1939, Smith shifted his policy, advocating the isolationist viewpoint, 
and since the involvement of the United States in war he has busied himself 


Tolsoo 


bp in directing eriticlem to the Government's war effort and what 

" *: ‘he is pleased to characterize as the Government's efforts to enslave the 

i : -States as an entity in an International State dominated by Great Britain. 
: glis 


- Glavip_____ wore detailed coments are set forth subsequently as to Smith's 

- Laddgoanection with Huey Long and his activities as the organizer of "The Comittee 

- Nichs#sQne Fillion," but it is of significance to observe that it appears that the 
-P*o*-Rurning point of Smith's life dates from hig association with Huey Long, Prior 
-"Tracto that time he was the usual of minister concerned with problems incidental 

. Catsto his calling. However, it \soens that hia participation in the "Share the Nealth® . 
. Hartmgvenent fired his anbitfon to the extent of self visualization of himecslf asa / 
. Henddeminant political figure. Being unsuccessful in associating hinself with Long's 
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accessors, he has appatently continued his dream of political prominence — 
i through his efforts in connection with his so-called "Comittee of One iiliion.® 


a are . ’ t aes 
4 : 3 (3 ~~ —- J ES 

: x 184 ‘ oe | “? 

a <a 

| Br 7 (Tee fact that he still evaluates himself as an individual of at least potential 
= iv emicryy significance, ig attested to hy the fact that he has sometines describa 





_ confidential conversations as being likely “Presidential tisber." In 
-. a? an effort to further augment his political background and potentialities, saith _ 
\ yh ecught nomination as Republican candidate for United States Senator from the 

Jv. State of Michigan during the sumer of 192. This campaign was unsuccessful. 


__ Satth's personal life appears to be normal, He is married, lives with 
, bis wife, and has one son, about twenty years of age. His wife is said to be a 
, 42! distant relative of a Ur. Sorensen, described as an official of the Ford Motor 
(\"q\ Company. From tine to time storles have been circulated attributing improprieties 
0) to Smith in connection with his associations with women other than his wife. How- 
ever, nothing factual is known to substantiate these stories. 





ie ? ACTIVITTES PRIOR 70 1938 
fos pO * While serving as pastor at the King's Highway Church, Shreveport, 


Louisiana, Smith became interested in Huey Long's "Share the Wealth" plan. He 
eventually met Long and shortly thereafter there develoved, according to Smith's 
5 ne description, *a close and fast friendship" between the two. It ig definitely 
wen known that shortly thereafter, and lasting for a period of several yeurs, Smith 
assumed the position of one of Long's chief Meutenantse. Although Smith is 
prone to describe this relationship es a personal one, several persons who were 
close to Long at the time, state that Long had little personal regard for Saith 
er and apparently evaluated him as being untrustworthy and dishonest. These persons 
is atate that Long was merely utilizing Smith's services, and in this connection 
ae it ig knosn that Long, as woll as others associated with him, regarded Smith as 
- ve & very dynamic and powerful public speaker. It appears that Smith was 





' used by the Long organization in the role of a public speaker for the *Share 
ye | the Wealth” movement. It is said that Smith, at one time, received as much as 
oy $650 per week from the Long organization as reimbursenent for expenses and as 
. 1 ealary. : 


Information has been received that while associated with the Long .=Ss=si- 
'movencnt, Smith Joined William Dudley ;elley's Silver Shirt organisation. Nothing 
‘in the way of documentary evidence is available to prove this nembership, but in 
recent years, Smith has, on several occasions, admitted menbership in the Pelley 
,moverent. He states, however, that he joined Pelley's organisation merely for | 
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—-Blthough during Huey Long's lifetime Smith was an outstanding persc 


personage 
in the Long machine, he rapidly lost his |position after the death of Long, It 
oe that his services were continued for a short period of ties by Long's 
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successors, but that be eventually was ee due, allegedly, to hig : 
untoward efforts to attain personal power. By 1937, any influence which he ie 
previously had was lately) dlestptted tnd 14 waa'eirig that your that 
ae a aos: oe fe = ie — <a Sy 
" Ce ae ea 
as "The Comittee of One Million." According bs ths Galt aesd chad va casa ee 
this organisation ite primary concern was that of combating the forces of — 
. Comzuniem, However, Suith's efforts in New York met with little success, and 
roe reportedly he was disheartened to the extent of ceasing his activities and 
ae removing to Detroit, Michigan, early in 1938. 


— foward the end of his stay in Loulstana, Smith's personel reputation 
ae apparently suffered to some extent. On Hovenbder 3, 1936, he was aerastad by the 
al New Orleans Police Departzent on a charge of having disturbed the peace in the 
ee using of obscene language in a public place. Reportedly, this arrest resulted 

a in his receiving @ suspended sentence of $10.00 and ten days. 


D\s Daring 2936 and? 1937, Geith wag algo involved as a plaintice in 
several libel and slander cases. These cases were apparently of minor 7 
ve _ importance, bu consensus of opinion appears to be that Smith's reputation 
yi # sutfered nore Se eer eer eae cece eer er ree 
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hb CURRENT ACTIVITIES 





Qn arriving in Detroit in 1938, Smith almost immediately set out 
to reorganize the defunct "Committee of One willion.* In this connection he 
distributed a prota rt anount of literature designating the purposes of 
"The Committee of One Million" as follows: “ 


1. fo rebuild the spirit of America,-. 2 oe 


2. To wipe cut the last vestiges of Commnisn, Nazion 
(and Feaciem in all forms. 


3. The redefinition of the Anerican Mational character. 


— 4. The installation of a new spirit in Averican youth, 
_, | og dedicated te the aaintenance of Anerican Sa aa Pe 


S. To Sesue a call to farmers and 1sborers to resist what’ pot 
eee eee nternat te) plot ta tavelve: thee o8 ~s 
@ world revolution. ae 


6. To rededicate the citizenry of America to the oe 
altar and to the spirit of the church. 


7 7e To secure the maintenance of a well defined standard 
of Anerican living. 
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i er great international state dominated by Great Britain. - 





ry q {fy hs i ) t 
-_ he ? 
Other literature of "The Cosmittese of One Billion," sought ly 
to oer ees activities of this organization in combating Communist influences. 
\.h |) With the eoming of the European war in 1939, Saith shifted the 


policy 
' Of "The Committee of One Million” to that of promoting the cause of isclationisns, 
| Da varfous pleoes of Literature distributed during 1939, 1940 and 2941, he 


7} 





a] er. 

4 : the war. Boies ee pete tie ease ts or Gia ee ee but on the 
‘other hand, in various of his publications, as well as his public utterances, 
ee a es a ee 

assisting in every way in defeating America's foes. 

: f 


- Rowever, ho bas advanced contentions that the Government is using 
the war as an excuse for depriving the public of ite just liberties. He has 
also freely voiced criticism against what he has been disposed to arabe play 
as the Govermmesnt‘s efforts to reduce the United Staten to a mere enti 


L saat doa cea ian Qiae ai Gh letiee Casal tteas ce Gna wit ane thcocae 

Oy reat o broadcasts over Station HJR at Detroit, the distribution, r literature, 

Ar / and through the publication of a monthly magazine known as “Thc\iross end the 
- 4& Flag.” Although Saith clains that "The Comittee of One Willicn# has a following 


; @f three million persons, it appears that "The Comnittee of One Million" is really 

C not an organization as such, and is merely a name used by Smith, Sxith, of course 
does have a rather large mailing list, and it seoms that the persons who receive 

\ 


Smith as consisting of the more prominant and trustworthy members of “The 


ant £4 asarewrraree bhatt 2462 neemmnaneee eres $e aams oe thane «af BF Comnittes 


One Uillion.® According to information received, "The Inner Circle is no wore 
of a real organization than "The Comittee of One Killion® and was conceived 
; and used by Smith en for the purpose of collecting additional ead from. ~ 
arias on his mailing : aaah ade 3 ’ om i Rent 
<= ” Pitas the sumer of sonar smith Sasa the Republican nateatioa fo 
the position of United States Senator from the State of Michigan. He made a - 
x ener CC tree ten) ema te atte eee eee ee 
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——-gloetion reoety approximately 120,000 votes. although this was not sufficient —-— TEE 
af for nonina political observers were of the opinion that Suith had made ans “y 
UP unusually good showing. Even after this defeat, Smith continued hia candidacy #§ Ee 
_: 4m the general election in Kovember, 192, when he projected himself as a write- ? 

vo in candidate, He was badly defeated in the general aaa his | Following being 
: _ less than et in the primary canpaign. : ae dbp ter 


a: tate fn 19l2, Suith publicly annonnoed the intention ef for , 
| third political party on « national scale. The proposed platform for this” Ss 


: e\ ' Party, as announced, was similar to that advanced by Smith in connection with... 
aa leader of "The Comittee of One iillion® ‘hnd 4% ie understood that ~~ 
Uy >? Sith hopes to gain support fron members of the now defunct "America First  —_ - 
Ap ae In recent months, Smith has toured the Middle West and has made == 
ae of epeeches in various cities, outlining his plan for a third political . oa 
ee ‘party. Recently, he has indicated that it may not be necessary to form this Bn 
>" party &f the Republican = Democratic a acacia a real reer ced the . . 
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he carious tines within ia ea ees that Sartain’ 
- officials at the Ford Motor Company are interested in Saith and have collaborated | 
with him to the extent a hago ay Seg on ad am en noe oak: re 
and his Liarrmeners "The Cross and the Flag. Bo 
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my oo , ~ oo ie an See 1 oe one 
. wa 8 a 


ee, ae a ae ny ‘eonnectiion with his various appearances as a ovibsiie ae Suith’ 
3+) has attained the reputation of being a very effective and forceful speaker, 
fo Tithe ie a aoe it Eecsatia) ara 1 vicas piven too freely 40. csarec uicie)) 
—. \) &t does appear that he is an unusually good speaker and that he is effective in - 
[2 influencing audiences. Sone persons have described him as among the ponga — 
oe de! ee — of the el AOR te as &. OM 


ar ee. ‘Yt is of interest to note that Snith's publication | “the Cross and the ; 
i Flac® was named, along with a mumber of other publications, in argh gle re oe 
.. | turned in the District of Columbia on July 21, 1942, and January hk, 1943, a 
_: ©. @harging twenty-elght and thirty-four defendants respectively with "having Pe 
~- "gaged in a conspiracy to violate the Sedition Statutes. These indictments have 7 
of | pertinence to the case popularly referred to as United States vs. Gerald B.  - ne ; y 


Winans 24 24 Althouch Gand bhta nich fi aebhian wna mant4 ama in the indi aotmant_ So Sen ey 
Bis wig GY GAS WEA We LP he Se Seo Seeks wa Crewe we Oe 


<-> \ gg bedng one of a number of publications throughout the country which has com 
_. . tributed to undermining the loyalty and morale of the Armed Rates sree ee 
F caabeil nor = a aeaiaena was named ap & iecaaaas 4 Ce ee ee ee a 
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(D Reference is sade to merorandim of Yay! 28, 1%3, Siioainitie 
Gerald Seith of Detroit and one CD described as being thirty- | 
three yeors of age and a resident of either Detroit or Cleveland. You will bre 
recall you atated that the Fresident telephoned you on Way 277, 1943, requesting 


that the Burem make an investigation of Smith and thet he be inforned as to 
the draft status of 





Smith is usually referred to as Gerald L. K. Suith and for ecveral 
years has been a resident of [Latroit where he has deen active in conmotion with) 
an organisation known as "The Committee of Cne Million.* Last fall be was an 
i unsuccessful candidate far the United States Senate and since Lecerbor, 1542, he 
has been principally concerned with an effort to establish a third political 
party known as the America First Party. 
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Mr. BE. ¥¢?¥agecse and continuous investigative attention by the Durem. His back crvand, 


. a Turing recent months Smith has made a minder of publis spesches, 
oe ate es attempting te gain support far tiie Party and during ths course of these — 

wat E12 epeoches has frequently attecked the Administration, allecing that ft has 
‘eal! 2 Pq = seized on the enorgency created by the war in an effort to develop a dictatorial => 
Soy )4 G4 form of Government. He has alec criticised what he is dispcsed to characterise = 
“Us, 4a ae the Government's efforts to reduce the United States to a mreentity in . 
seca) BO 6 @ great international state dominated by Great Britain. ‘Cespite such assertibas, - 
he has been careful to profess loyalty to the war effort and bas urged hie. co! 
following to give loyal support to the war effort. ie = % 
Mr. Tolsen ' Since the early part of 1942, the activities of Saith have received : 
{ 


= Me Cleygzources and associates have boen closely~exanined and all of his publics 
- Mr. CorSapectes wince the fall of 1942 bave been covered. As @ supplant to such 
2 Mr. Giadhyesticative attention a technical survalllance haa been in effect since way, 1942 


Mr. Ladd 





Nieb All of the information developed has been referred to the Criminal 
~ ur. Rosé ba Viston and to hr. James Kowe, Jr., Dut Wr. Howe's office has atated that 
ace ae mI alll hapa and statements to date are not sufficient to justify 


it. ae on. However, the investigation is being contimed unabated, according 
PN, a ae din _Focceations sti aah by Ur. Rowe, and reporta and other satorpesions 
‘ ae ama had nev refer ed én 4a 

Re 7K Mr. aime SB. wwasig 6 Ui Gs we Ame : 





t caith has rade statenents gos esuntna 
! 28, you are advised that no inforration 
at cmith hes rade such staterents either 
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MEKORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GEN [RAL | ~2- 
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during the corse of personal conversations or during his public speeches, J 
is known that the Treasury Depsrtment is investigating the income tax returns 
made by Smith during 1938, 1939 and 1940, mt nothing has been developed to: 
suggest that Smith has attempted to enunsdl evasion of the incom tex las, oe 


race ape * oy 7 : ae — 


‘wee 


eee Qn March 25, 1943, an inquiry was received from the President con- 
cerning Saith and subsequently, on March 71, 1943, a sumery memorandum setting 
forth pertinent data as te Seith's backcround and the results of the investigation 
ag to bin was referred to tha office of the President. For your informetion I 

an attaching copies of that menorandun. 


Concerning the individual de 
+. Lleved that the reference is to 
aus Christian Front activities at Bew Yo 


A 
ach 









ent of Chicago, Tllincis. 
has been under lnvestigation by the Bureau for more than two years 
or your information, I am transritting herewith copies of a memorandun 
concerning his background and activities, 
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draft status is set forth .- 
sified as recently | 
this classification 
ears of age and is not 


7 Geraplete 4nformation comcerning 
in the attached memorandum and as you 

_ gs May 19, 1943 by his local Draf 

' being given him inasmich as he is mo 

engaged in an essential industry. 
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JOHN EOGAR HOOVER yo 7. 
DIRECTOR ae C; r ¢ - 
EC ry le a _) CC-287 a ae 


Federal Bureau of Investigaton _ Mr. Clegg 

















United States Department of Justice iy a are 
Washington, B. ¢. Mr. Nichols ____ 
: Mr. Rosen 
May 29, 1913 Mr. Tracy 
Mr. Carson 
| Mr. Coffey 
hye . Mr. Bexnéon 
vi Mr. Kramer 
$5.54 MEMORANDUM FOR MR. D. M9. LADD Mr. MeGuire 
~A Mr. Harboe 
Rez: Gerald L. K. Smith; Mr. Quion Tamm_ 
Internal Security - Tele. Room 
Sedition Mr. Nease 
Mies Beahm 


ar er 


SAC Bugas of the Detroit Office telephoned, stating Mise Gandy 
seemed: that pursuant to previous Bureau instructions the files on the —————___—_- 
a subject were thoroughly reviewed back to January 1, 1912, and 
=, 3 no information whatsoever was found indicating that the subject 
ne had ever counseled evasion of income tax laws either in regular 


eS conversations or in his speeches. 
Oe | 
ope. Mr. Bugas aleo mentioned that for the past six to eight 
pie ie months complete coverage has been had of the subject's speeches 

- throughout the Detroit area and that during none of these has he 
ee ever suggested or commented to his audiencesthat they should not 
ne pay their income tax to the Government, 
Beas" Respectfully, “3 
3 F. L. Welch 
ou 
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Office of theAttorney General / 
Washington, B.C. 


May B, 19%43 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. HOOVER 





The President telephmed me yesterday 
ai csacal that the Fal make an investigation of 
Gerald ‘Smith, who is alleged to have made speeches 





ee in Detroit Suggesting that people do not pay their 
NAS a / income tax to the Government. 
2 o \y\ The President also wishes to know the > 


draft status of one allegedtobe La 


33 years old, of Detroit or Cleveland, 


t74. 


Francia Biddle 
Attorney General 
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: JOHN EDGAR AVOVER ( £ 3 
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_— e > | 

' Federal Bureau of Investiga. =) 

Aniten States Department of Justice 
Rlashington, DB. ¢€. | 


Detroit, Michigan 
Mey 25,1943 






















: Director, Fel 0 
-s : Ret {GERALD LYMAN KENNST SiITH, with elisses 
= COMMITTEE OF 1,000,000 Go teas. 
fe | INTERNAL SKCURITY — @ oe oy 
— CUSTODIAL DETENTION yee 
; SEDITION | 7 Re 4 eee 
_ DoE 
ee | Dear Sir: . : 
be- 8 ~ 
b i ; 
: j e substance of 
fo informetion received fro whose identity is 390 
t. known to the Burem, This ece uring the period £3 
i: from May 10, 1943 through Mey 20, 1943, os 
2 a Informant advised that he had received information S 
ee to the effect that S‘ITH was to attend a rally sponsored by the America : 
i Firet Party, presumably in the city of Erie, Pennsylvania on Mey 25, 1943.2 RS R 
wat oo | 
oi On May 17, 1943 SMITH advised his office employee :! a S \ 
et thet he had just discovered thet Dr. WINROD (phonetic) was not receiving - ei 
a hig magazine and requested that Dr, WINROD be immediately placed on his 7 ee ay 
—— subscribers list. ih: "OK 
as Infornent advised further that he hed received E aoe 
fk. 3 information to the effect that arrangenents were being made for HF i CLS 
pee) SMITH to attend a relly to be held in the Wedgewood Ballroom at the ~~ Ag 
Sn ecor Hotel, Toledo, 0 a ee p.@. OD expects 
é Secor Hotel, Toledo, Ohio at thr May 30th and that he 


se approximately six hunired people to attend this rally. 


, : Informant stated that on May 11, 1943 he had received 
nos _ information to the effect thet SiITH reserved a relirced ticket for 
| Reverend LELAND*MARION, Pontiac, Michigan to Chicago, Illinois for the 
purpose of Reverend MARION making a visit to Captain SOUTHARD, MARION 
spperently was going to Chicago for the purpose of addressing a rally to 
be sponsored by the Captain SOUTHARD Group. 
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- SMITH apparently is about to start on somewhat of an 
extensive speaking tour and information to date indicates that he intends 
to make speeches at Fort Wayne, Indiana; Erie, Pennsylvania; Toledo, Ohio; 
Saint Henry, Ohio ani Chicago, Illinois, 





# Informant tated that he had received information to 
3 the effect that SMITH eaitig! ‘had contacted Mr. and Mrs, WINROD 
os during the time they were in thie vicinity and it appeared thet SMITH hed 


had dinner with WINROD on several Receeecna 


Informant stated that he had received information 
to the effect that ea person describing himself as Congresaman UPSHAW of 
Georgia had televhonically contacted SMITH on several occasions and had 
endeavored to make appointments with SMITH, but informant stated he was 

+h 


omiecr tha demreaction that MMITH had wnat eae le met {(PSHAW Aart a 


Awe WW 2M LE ROS ULL WY NESE 4SS LA AE OW UML LY Wh MAS DTT curing the 


time he was supposed to have been in Detroit, 


oe of Buffalo, New York, informant stated that SMITH remark 


During a conversation with 
that in the event anyone inquiries relative to SMITH's character b 
they could be advised by Ze 










that SMITH at all times had given 


aS HENRY FORD of Detroit, Michigan as a reference and if anyone wanted to 
ae verify this, they could telephone FORD's private secretary, ne 
ar | : Very truly yours, 

Na yx BUGAS, SAC 


SU 
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GERALD L. K. SYITH, with aliases 
COMTITLE OF 1,000,000 

THTERNAL SECURITY - G 

CUSTODIAL DETENTION 

SEDITION 


ference is made to your letter of Way 25, 1913 setting forth 


_ jaar ns your office in connection with }7 D 


It is noted that according to this information Snith apparently 


intends to shortly corrence an extensive speaking tour which will take 
places as Fort Fayne, Indianag Erle, Pennsylvanies Toledo, 


Se 









him to such 
Ohio: Saint Benz '¥, Ohio: and Chicago, Dlinois. 
@ has been done by your office in recent months, it is desired e: 
that appropriate arrangements be made with other offices to cover and B 
report subject's speeches on these occasions. Pe. N 
tO OSS 
Ae I have pointed out previously, I regard this investigation gE 
i ae ar i 


as extrezely important, and I believe it necessary to adequately cover 


ae 


















all of subject's public appeirances. Your office is, of course, cover-. , * - ‘ 
ing subject's speechea at Detroit, and it will be your responsibility A ° wh 
to see that awd liary offices are appropriately advised as to my desirgs: : - : 
in this matter on the occasions subject makes public speeches in other’ f 5 fk 
Tolsofitiese *s é, a 
E. A. T 
Clegg. FF “ALL NFO CONTAINED Very truly yours, 
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ag ak Sie Ate! 
/| SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: The third America First Party rally in Cleveland was’ ei 
. held at the Public Auditorium Ballroom, 8:15, April- / 
, 27, 1943. GERALD L. K,¥SIITH opened the meeting 

ay tr) reiterating the aim of the America First Party, de- 

S L nounced Senate Resolution 666, mentioned the "re- f 

fy / markable and mysterious'death of HUEY LONG and Sena- 

Ot ety 
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tor LUNDEEN, referred to WINCHELL as "skunk, louse, 
character assassin" in making "small campaign" against 
deceased Senator LUNDEEN, SMITH alleged that, on 
complaints of Communists, ministers of the gospel had 
been interviewed by the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion. He requested that mothers of men in the ser- 
vice get together with Mrs. DAVID eTANLEY, President 
of the United Motners, and prepare for the return of 
their boys who would come back crippled, blind, and 
with legs and arms missing. SMITH stated that ration- 
ing would be in effect five years after the war was 
over. He attacked the Block Plan as a Gestapo Agency 
and a fourth term preparation, S!ITH announced ral- 
lies in Detroit and Chicago on next Thursday and Fri- 
day respectively, He proposed that Mrs. DAVID STANLEY 
with a committee beseech Father COUGHLIN to break his 
silence and speak in Cleveland. MARTIN L. SEENEY,  — 
ex-Congressman from Cleveland, paid tribute to LUNDEEN 
and his isolationist record, stated we have not been 
told the truth about Pearl Harbor, and that if the 
opportunity were presented again he, SWEENEY, would 
vote against war, Mrs, ERNEST LUNDEEN read a speech 
in vindication of her husband, his isolationist ore 
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10-74,63 
and their associations with GEORGE SYLVEST=R VIERICK.— 
She labeled remarks of WINCHELL, PARSON and ALLEN, | 


fs 


and the Washington Post as a "small campaign” against — 

her deceased husband, She told of receiving lettera ~~ 

from United States Attornéy General BIDDLE and Federal ~ 

Bureau of Investigation Director HOOVER denying any 

investigation of Senator LUNDEEN. Previous to the 

party end subscriptions to "The Cross and Flag" were 

— taken up. Of almost capacity audience of about 1400 

serge gt a large portion were aged couples of Germanic descent, 
a Reference to Germany, Hitler or present war activities 

were studiously avoided by speakers. 
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wae References: Report of Special Agent dates 


April 9, 1943, Detroit, hichigan. — 
Report of Special cont 
dated April 23, 1943, Cleveland, Os.’ bie 
Details: The follo nvestipatio c ted by Special 
Agents , and the writer 
at Clevéfand, Ohio, Tuesday, April 27, 1943. 


GERALD Le Ke SMITH 





At 8:15 pem. April 27, 1943, the America First Party held its third 
Cleveland rally. On the platform with GERALD L. K. SMITH, National Director 
and Organizer of the America First Party, was Mrs. DAVID STANLEY, President 
of the United Mothers of America, Cleveland Branch, Mart: ‘iaLL (announced 
by SMITH as the sponsor of the tial America First Party rally in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania), Mrs, GERALD L. KX&i1TH, irs. ERNEST’LUNDESN, widow of the late 
United States Senator LIMDEEN of Minnesota, an unidentified woman, and MARTIN 
LASSWEENEY, former Congressman from the Cleveland area. vee 
sd Say . 

7 After leading the audience of some 1400 persons in the Lord's Prayer 
GERALD Le. K. SiITH reiterated the aims of the America First Party, that is, 
no fourth term and no international form of government after this war. 


SMITH denounced Senate Resolution 666 presently pending in the 
National Congress and stated that if it ever came to open committee meeting 
he would appear and testify against it. SIITH lebeled this resolution as a 
threat to his continued free speech. 


~~ 
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100~71,63 oo 
‘SMITH made reference to “pencil-pushers, stooges, ‘iow. and the 
dictaphone boys" in the audience and sic “Tf you want to know how we | 
feel about the war~we want to win." . , eae 
SMITH pointed out that he had come from several generations of 
Christian ministers, He related that one of his committee members had heard 
the brother of EARL BROWDER say that they were going to put Father COUGHLIN 
and SMITH together in the same prison cell that EARL BROWDER came out of. 
SMITH spoke vaguely of prosecution and mentioned that it had come to his 
attention that ministers of the gospel had been brought in and questioned 
at length by the Federal Burem of sa la on the complaint of Comm- 
nists. 


SMITH referred to the death of HUEY LONG and Senator UNDEEN as 
“remarkable and mysterious" and inferred that the present administration was 
hiding the facts. He asked for the election of administrative officers who 
would bring to light the true happenings surrounding the death of these men. 


SMITH bitterly attacked WALTER WINCHELL, calling him a "skunk, 
louse, and character assassin." SMITH remarked that he had heard someone 
in the present administration say that we would have rationing for five years 
after the war. 


SMITE asked for a show of hands as to the number of mothers in the 
audience who had sons in the Armed Forces. After receiving a response to 
this request he pointed out that about one-fourth of the audience was in that 
classification. He requested them to get together with Mrs. DAVID STANLEY 
of the United Mothers of America and prepare for the return of their boys who 
would come back crippled, blind, and with legs and arms missing. 


SMITH excorlatingly criticized "Bureaucrats", Communists, President 
Roosevelt, and the "smear campaign™ directed against America First supporters. 
He proposed that the America First Party "iick these forelzgn new dealers out 


of Washington" and nominate such men as Senator BURTON K. WHEELER of Montana 


and MARTIN L. SWEENEY for President and Vice President respectively. SMITH 
stated that he and his party were against the international bank proposed by 
Secretary of the Treasury MORGENTHAU, new world congress as proposed by union 
now, all "internationalists", and the block plan, which he ree = asa 
a agency to be used for a fourth term re 
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(100-7869 tT | 7 
. > SHITH displayed a flag which bore the stripes of the Flag of the 

United States and in place of the field of stars the British Union Jack was 
Superimposed, He denounced this as the flag of certain internationalists, 

and pointing to the American Flag on his right he stated, "That is the only 
flag that I respect," and thereupon threw down and trampled the combination 
flag described... hi fy 





Prefacing his remarks by stating that he did not wish to be thought 
anti-Semitic, SMITH quoted from an article which he claimed came from the 
largest Jewish newspaper in the country. He stated that this article called 
for the execution of Father COUGHLIN and himself, justifying such action on 
the basis of "that was the way Russia would handle it" in this war time. 


there would be a rally at which he would speak at the Cass Hospital 
in Detroit and another on next Friday in Chicago, SIITH stated that in the 
latter part of next month (May) he planned to mke a tour of midwestern cities, 
then to the west coast, and then back to New England. He proposed to the 
audience that they urge irs. DAVID STANLEY to make a journey to Royal Qak, 
Michigan, and beseech Father COUGHLIN to come to Cleveland and break his 
silence by addressing this audience, He likewise proposed that Mrs. STANLEY 
take with her a committee or delegation of as many as she needed. SLUTH 
asked that the audience give a hand to this proposition, and he received a 
full ovation, . 


ce , ; Ag to the plans of the America First Party he said that next Thurs- 
ares, | day night 


SOTH directed ifr. and lirs, BERNARD A. DOMAN and the other helpers 
to take up the contributions placed in the envelopes. SLITH from the plat~ 
form closely supervised this operation requesting that everyone watch their 
donations closely as they passed along the aisle because "a new dealer would 
erab them and run." 


MARTIN L. SWEENEY 


SMITH then introduced MARTIN L, SWEENEY, ex~Congressman from the 
Cleveland area. SiZENEY paid tribute to ex-Senator LUNDEEN and his isola- 
tionist record, spoke of LUNDEEN's “untimely” death, and referred to the _ 
“smear campaign" allegedly instituted against Senator LUNDEAN after his death 
by WALTER .INCHELL and other correspondents. SWEENEY then entered ea tirade 
against the present administration in which he inferred that the true facts 
behind Pearl Harbor were being held back, He stated that ha had recently 
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read an article in the Saturday Eyening Post by Lieutenant DICKINSON, which 
recited that ten or twelve days before Pearl Harbor, he, DICKINSON, led a 
squadron of twelve Gruman Wildcats from Pearl Harbor to Wake Island under 
sealed war orders with instructions to attack if enemy ships were sighted, 
SHEENEY stated that according to DICKINSON war ships thought to be Japanese 
were sighted through the clouds on this trip, but in dropping down to find 
their range the squadron lost sight of the ships in the clouds. Si/EENEY 
stated that he had prayed long before voting for war on December 8, 1941, . 
in our National Congress, but that if he had it to do over again, knowing 
what he now knows from Lieutenant DICKINSON's article, he would vote against 
war, He asked, ‘What happened at Pearl Harbor?" He stated he would continue 
to ask this suestion,. 


SYSENEY then recited how the Maine was blown up at the beginning 
of the Spanish-American War, which according to SWEENEY was a "sugar war", 
and that ten years later when it was partly salvaged it ras found to have 
been blown up from inside, SWEENEY inferred that the present administration 
was not telling the truth about Pearl Harbor where 3000 "fine American boys" 
were killed, SWEUIEY stated that after this war besides punishing the Japs 
who had killed our Tokyo fliers, those who sold scrap iron to Japan should 
also be punished, 


SWZENEY related that prior to the last war England had stopped our 
boats and caused situations which had really given us more reason to go to 
war against =ngland in 1917 than any other country. He stated that for some 
inexplicable reason it is only *ngland that can draw us in a war. According 
to SHEEXEY we allowed China to be attacked, Poland to be overrun, and other 
small countries to be injured, just standing by and saying, "ie are sorry", 
but ad soon 48 g£ngland was in danger we went right in. 


SWEENEY mentioned favorably the articles of Colonel ROBERT 3 MJ teCORUICK 
in the Chicago Tribune (a paper which is subscribed to by most of the United 
Mothers of Cleveland) and stated that we should have papers in Cleveland like 
that. 


neers 


Mrs. ERNST LUNDEEN 
SWEETEY then introduced Mrs, ENNEST LUNDEEN, who read a lengthy 


prepared speech in vindication of her deceased husband and his aepiabsentes 
HECOrds ; 
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- Mes. LUNDEEN pointed out that she had been a witness at the trial 
of GEORGE SYLVESTER VIERICK at Washington, D. Ce She stated that she hed told 
the court about two letters received from one of the government witnesses by 
her late husband, which letters definitely made a perjurer out of this wit- | 
ness. She stated that on the Saturday afternoon following this testimony she 
went with the defense attorney to her home in Washincton to look for these 
letters, and on the way out she, together with the defense attorney, who was 
carrying a portable radio wrapped in a newspaper for Mrs. DJNDEEN, were photo- 
graphed by men from the Washington Post. Mrs. LUNDEEN said that in an article 
the next day, accompanied by photographs, the writer of an article in the Wash- 
ington Post falsely inferred that the package carried by the defense attorney 
at that time was letters and material of the defendant VIERICK. 


She stated that this was only part of a "smear campaign" by this 
writer and the paper together with WALTER WINCHELL and PEARSON and ALLEN, the 
"Herry-go=-Round" boys. She stated that iTNCHELL and the others would never 
have made this attack on her dead busband if they had not known that the 
libel laws were so written as to protect them after the death of their victin. 
She stated that not only had this "smear campaign™ been directed against her 
but against other fine Americans like GERALD L. K. SMITH and his America First 
Partye 


In upholding her husband's association or connection with VIERICK 
she related that in about 1931 Rear Admiral SIEMS of the United States Navy 
spoke at the University of Minnesota on the use of propaganda in World War 
One, proposing that propaganda classes be set up in all the universities over 
the country. Mrs. LWNDEEN stated that she and the Senator were so impressed 
by this speech of Aduiral SIMS that years later in Washington Senator LUNDEEN 
addressed a letter to SD requesting that he furnish copies of this speech 
or similar speeches to WNDEEN. According to hrs. WNDEEN in reply SIS 
stated that he had given the addrese from briefly headed notes, tut that if 
they were interested in a full coverage of this propazande subject oney: could 
refer to the book by GEORGE SYLVESTER VIERICK, "The Germs of * and 
another book which he named in the letter. 


Mrs. LUNDEEN stated that after the "smear campaign" had started 
against her deceased husband she had received a letter from Attorney General 
FRANCIS BIDDLE and J. EDGAR HOOVER, Director of the Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigation, completely denying any investigation of her husband or his acti- 
vities. She stated that BIDDLE's letter to her had emphatically affirmed 
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that no Savestteatton of her husband's geciviteas had been made or iid Bea 
contemplated by the Department of Justice or any branch or bureau thereof. 





Mrs. LUNDEEN stated that she opposed a fourth term and was aeeinae 
any form of world police force, 


GERALD L. K. SuTTH 


SMITH, at the end of Mrs. LUNDEEN's address, requested that the 
audience remain seated (a good number of the audience had begun to leave 
before the end of irs. LUNDEZN's speech). There had been hardly any applause 
at the end of her speech, but when SMITH asked for a show of applause the 
audience responded with a full ovation, SOTH proposed to the audience that 
“irse LUNDE&*’ should be sent to the United States Senate to take the place of 
her deceased husband, This likewise received acclamation, 


SMITH directed that new envelopes be passed out to members of the 
audience, and he requested that all those wanting to subscribe to The Cross 
and Flag make predges on these envelopes and enclose the amount of their sub- 
Scription. He pointed out that he could not mail these envelopes in solicit- 
ing subscriptions because of the postal laws and that the audience should 
take advantage now of being able to obtain this magazine. He announced that 
everyone who subscribed this night for the magazine would receive the recent 
copy of The Cross and Flag which carried the sensational article "Gestapo", 
After asking the audience to rise and leading the pledge to the untbed States 
Flag, SIITH terminated the rally. 


Miscellaneous 


It was noted that a good portion of this audience of approximately 
1400 were aged couples of German descent. It was further noted that all of 
the speakers strictly avoided any mention of Germany or Hitler or the actual 
prosecution of the war in terms of present events. Japan, Russia, =ngland, 
STALIN, CHURCHILL, ROOSSVELT, Comaunists, Internationalists, Bureaucrats, and 


New Dealers were constantly mentioned, but Germany and its deaders: were not 
voucned upon. 


An admission card for this rally is being forwarded as an enclosure 
to the Detroit Field Division. 


ENCLOSURE: TO DETROIT - Admission ‘card to America First Party rally. 


REFERRED UPON COMFLZTION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN. 


7 





JPHa: WJ 
5-28-43 


u- 13.44 


2-489 lh Fo 


MFORANSOM FOR MR. JEMFS ROVE, JR. 
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Attention: Mr. C. FE. Rhette 





Re: GPRALD L. K. AITH; 
THE COMMITIRE OF ONE MILLION; 
INTERNAL SECURITY; SEDITION, 


For your information, there is transmitted herewith a copy of an 
d report submitted in connection with this case by Special Agent 
Vitti. at Clevelaid, Ohio, on May 12, 1943. 


Very truly yours, 





John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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AMERICA FIRST MEETING 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED S aiaaicnes 
HEREIN IS UXCLASSIFIED 


DATE tf BY setae 


Attended the Amerioa First meeting held at North Side bucharie Lecture Hell. 


jume 1, 1945 aa 





iy : arriving at 7:45 Pe. Me The auditorium was filled to approximately 95% capacity on 
: first floor, with no one sitting in the balcony. The audience was lower middle ol; 
= and mostly older people, with not more than 20 people under 45 years of age, and tl) 
: avereze being near 60 years of ages 

4 Mrs.\ Lowell, the chairman, opened the meeting at 8:15 Pe Me with a prayer b 
‘ a minister, followed by the singing of "Star Spangled Banner." The meeting was tu 
: over to Gerald L. K.smith, National Direotor and organizer of the America First P 


‘ . as s L. 


- wiiat . 
rhea ley 


who received a great ovation from the audience. 
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For several minutes he talked about his past political ambitions, God, and : 


ete 


America First movement, tying then together very neatly, (He ran for the Senate fri 


NS 


Wichigan, and only the New Deal defeated him, ) Seid "We are not fighting this war 


\. give Franklin Roosevelt a fourth term." "Youfll hear a lot about not changing hor: 
in mid-stream ~ well England did ~- and in going through deep water an elephent can 
; — through deeper water than a jackcasas® At his mention of Burton K. Wheeler and Sen: 


Pf 
: F ~ Nye being ready to assume leadership, the audience cheered loudly. 


= fy [s He then referred to Bill #666, consoription bill, extended to daughters and 


ves, and the conscription of all workers - saying this bill will be defeated, gi: 
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a credit to three Pittsburghers who appeared before ehh? Senate uilitary Affaire Com 


ur - \eaaen, Mrs. Lowell end ure, Nelligan. eee Ca. La- f 38 18 - 2eo 


Mr. Madden then told about their meeting with this “oprmittes, and told the! 


29 JUN 211943 
Senator Austin, who introduced the bhll, seid on the witness stand that if the bill 
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was passed any worker in the U. S. could be put in the Merchant Marine, if’ 
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Mr. Smith then amounced the Flag Day meeting gnd told of America First meeti 
over the country, and took up a collection, urging everyone to make pledges to carry 
on this worke Said expenses were $70.00 railroad fare for urs fLundeen (including 
hotel), $10.00 for sound equipment, $25.00 rentel, $50.00 for notices end Ancldentie 
and his train fare, and his wife's train fare. He ssid, "You're not going to cheat 
Ur se Lundeen, are you, she's ea widow." Collection was taken by five people with sho 
ing aoa Everyone that I could observe gave money in their envelopes. 

Mr. Smith then ettacked Wendell wilkie - calling him the Wall Street build ur 
In a number of instances politics were very shrewdly brought into the talk, saying, 
"Therets some other volitical prostitute ready to be glamorized, but we have been 
fooled for the last time - we must have our man ready. 

Mrs. Lundeen was then introduced - a very attractive woman - who read her tal 
She read from 9;40 to 10328 Pe Me Told of her husbend's background and how he advo- 
cated "Trade with a1] nations, entangling alliances with none.” Told of how he want 
to take over islends in Western Hemisphere in 1919 for war debts, end fortify theme 
Quoted from New York State Economio Bureau that last year America spent 3 times as n 
as Germany, 5 times as much as England, 6s times as much as Russia, over 10 times ag 
much as Italy, and over 14 times as much as Japan on the wer. She told of the Viere 


trial where she was called to testify, and how her husband's name was on trial inst« 


-Biddle'ts aide Maloney, for their slender campaign, and in answer to their insinuatic 


asked us to read the Congressional Record. 
Mr, Smith then toak over, He gave the following as the issues of the hour. 
le ‘We must be sure the-Commmist Party in America does not take advantage 
of our military alliance with Russia, to put over their lying propaganda (watoh thos 
on the Roosevelt payroll). We'll be told that if we attack Communism we attack Rus: 
Call for diagolution of the Communiat party in 


last week in Detroit endorsed Roosevelt for a fourth term - end said Wendell Wilkie! 


new book is the best to be found in America.) Attacked movie "Mission to Moscow" as 
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the worst piece of international propaganda he knew of. §aid "Stelin is no St. Peter 
to me." Said "Wallace, vice president of the U. S., should be impeeched® - told of 


oria = giving dete - when Wallace p 


va 
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dinner at Waldos 
government, wile pointing out defects in ourse ers 

2. Our boys must be brought home the dey the war is over, and not Teft to 
police the world. Att,cked the government policy of nWorld State". Said Canadian 
soldiers cannot be taken out of Canada unless they volunteer, the seme in Australia, 


while our boys are all over the world. "Billions for viotory, but not one penny for 


Internationalist propaganda,* 

3. We must get those dureauorats out of 
Talked of Gestapo bill, restrictions in food, gasoline, eto. Said "Claude tickard 
should be in the penitentiary" - end told of his having this big refrigeration plent 
on his farm in Indiana, and how much food he hes hoarded - named pounds, eough for 
5s to 7 years according to our rationinge 

At the mention of Father Couchlin's name, a greet ovation was ~iven, and when 
asked if the audience would like to have him as a speaker sometime, the audience act- 


ually stood up, 
It appeared thet this meeting was for the purpose of preparing for the 1944 
politicel campairn. 


Meeting closed by prayer by a Catholic priest at 11;25 P. Me 
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BRANCH NO. 8501 x 
Gowanda, New York : 





Gp 14 ees ‘ 
Gowanda. N.Y. 
dune Srd,I943. 
ee 
RESOLUTION 


WHEREAS;The demonstration of flag-stomping at a meeting in Eagles Auditor: 
ae in Detroit by Gerald L.K.Smith of"america First Party® was ea 
sensational and unpatriotic act, and 


WHEREAS; Smith displayed a flag with thirteen red and white stripes with | 


combined Cross of St.Andrew and St.George in the caton,upon which 
was imposed a yellow star, and 


WHEREAS;This same Smith proceeded to speek in a derogatory manner about 


this flag-then threw it upon the floor,proceeding to jump up and 
down upon the flag,and 





WHEREAS; This particular flag,etept for the yellow star,is a replica of the 
Cambridge-Grand Union flag,an emblem with a glorious history which 


was raised by General Washington himself on Jamary 2nd,1776,and wa 
the first American official fleag,and . 


~~, 
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WHEREAS; This fascist orator from Detroit had violated the flag code of th: 
. United States as approved by Congress,THEREFORE be it 


RESOLVED; that we the members of the local lodge # 3501 urge immediate inve; 


O 
gation on your part of these actions of Gerald L.K.Smith of Detroit, ; 
demand that he is put where all fascist belong. acai 
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JPria /AKR 

62~-43818-261 
RECORDED 

ae? dane 18, 1943 


yr 
A. J. N. Memorial Hospital 


Perrysburg, New York 





Dear Sir: 


' This will acknowledge receipt of your commnication of 
June 3, 1943, setting forth a resolution recently adopted by 
— Branch Number 3501 of the International Workers Order. 
ays The content of your commnication has been carefully 
“Hoa 


Ba reviewed and is being made a part of the official records of this 
Bureau. ‘ 


Very truly yours, 


See John Edgar Hoover 
or Director 
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= TE COMTITER OF ONE ETLLION 
INTERUAL SECURITY 
: SEDITIO# 
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Reference is rade to my recent menorandcun trangnitting ecples 
of a rvsoluticon eaicormming subject Smith adostod by the Erie County 
(New York) Caaiittee of the Ancrican Legian on Pay 27, I9L3- You will 
recoil that tule resolution casplained of the fact that curling the course 
mentees of a public addres at Bufialo, Grith cesecrated a Mac which re; ortedly 
Carey: was a replica of tue flag once usec by George Fashineton arc the 
Aan Contincntal Aruy. 


if 


aad 


eo. For your furticr information, I am transmitting herewith eortes 
of a similar r solution recently aco;tec by the renbers of Local Branch 
3, 4 rher 35 the Internatio.al torkers Order at Gowanda, New Yorke | 
a ae "resident of the Lodge, recently furnished the Bureau 
a ry 0 45 Pesolution 
A . Mr. Tolson : jbIY 


Mr. E. A. Tamm_ Very truly yours, 
Mr. Clegg 
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Federal Bureay of Investigation 
Bnited States Department of Justice 
Washington, DB. C. 


Detroit, Michigan 
May 25,1943 
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Re: GERALD LY LKAN XENNETE E Ste with aliases 


i: sozet SSH TNFORMETION CONTANED 
4 sormox HEREIN (S UNCLASSIFIED 
ee DATE 10/1 Jen BYorserz< 


Reference is made to letter to the Burem dated 

May 8, 1943 from the San Antonio Field Division, a copy of which letter was 
forwarded to the Detroit Meld Office alo 
allegedly written by the Subject to 
7 San Antonio, Texas, which letter wae 
Rey, copies of this letter have been made, one copy of "which is Seine fcresplel 
aa to the Bureau with this letter, while the other copy is being retained 
ee in the Detroit Field Office files of this case, 





Director, FBI 









bi 





ie When information was originslly received by the 
Tae Detroit Field Office relative to this letter it was believed that this 
letter was written in longhand and also bore the complete signature of 
Me one GERALD L, HATDT, At the time this information was received it 
i oe was believed entirely possible that this letter was written by the 
jones Subject of instant cese, so for that reason it was deemed advisable for 
+ _- & comparison to be made between the writing in the letter dated July 8, 
1933 and the known handwriting of the Subject of this case, 


In view of the fact the letter allegedly written 
Lone, by the Subject of this case was entirely typewritten with the exception 
of three scribbled signatures at the end of the letter, it ia not 
believed feasible for an examination of the scribbled signatures to be 
(ops made by the Technical Laboratory, In view of this fact the letter as 
3 received from the San Antonio Field Office is being returned herewith = 
and no comperison will be requested of the Technical Laboratory unless 
specifically requested by the Burem for a compar ton 1 fo be made, 
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| Laboratory Report eee | 
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Re: GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, Lab. ¢ 22760 ee 
with aliases ; , 7 ‘ . e 
COSIIT.2 OF 1,000,000 
* INT: SNAL SECURITY = @ 
_ CUSTOLIAL DETEUTION 
SELITION ; 


Examination requested by: Detroit 
Reference: Letter  S.25.45 


Examination requested: Documnt 


i 8 Specimens: 





“eae ; GC1l Photoatetic cory of a trperritten letter dated July 8, 1933 
ces beciming "2 write to you concernizgeesce® 
eas CC2 ~Photostetice copy of second page of typewritten letter begiming 


"anti-Gernen properenda beingececee” 
RrSUL? OF BXALINATIONs 


a ae The style ef type en the typewriter used to prepare spe-inens 
ade QC1 and QC2 was not definitely determined but olosely ratches the 

( (nderwood pica atyle of type whioh is Speced tan lettora to the inch. 
Such characters as appeared on the obecurs photostets dest meted ag 
Gol and (C2 were searched throurh the file ef writings pertaining te 
Reticnal Security without effecting an identifications. It is surrested 
that the Sen Antenio office forward the Original letter to the Burean 
; mr, Teton in order that a more therourh search may be made in this file and 

mar. €, AL Tawwn suiteble photograpiie copies made for inclusion thereing 






Me. @ierte The photostatie copies are being retained in the files ef 
wee SE Gh | 
ir. Lid j 





Mir, Nenden i Ce eas Cm ae 
== cateost, ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
Mr Mecles_——__. Jalan d/ntenfe [es 


Er titer eek iC RSLASSTFIED 
Fi Ao 5G A SL DATE rolsjen BYse 


eh ahgiaig? 


i 








4-750 (2-7-79) i \ 


XXXXXX 
XXXXXX 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


/ Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, Rage: 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


OW Deleted under exemption(s) ob {- ith nO segregable 
matenal available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


("] Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) _.=- = 
ao «y was /were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


—_—.._ Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies): 


a sags the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


__—.__ Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 





[-] For your infomation: 








The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


os Ne DRT a ee 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXAXK 
DELETED PAGE(S) 
NO DUPLICATION FEE 


XXXXXX A FOR THIS PAGE x 
XXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXKXKK 
XXXXXX 


FeIi/DOJ 

















MERICAN LEGION 
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Edgar Hoover ; Directop 
Federal Bureay of Invest: MtLlon 
Washington, D.C, 
My dear Mr, Hoovers; Mr. Nease._. 

Do dt a a pena Steg yy aioe 

&ttacheg resolution Was unanimous y ®dopted at ‘¢: (9, 
Of the Erte ounty Committee Of the American ‘ 
la May 27, 1943, 


The 
& meet; 
Legion, he 


ote 


The Erie County Committee represents the 35 Crican — (( 
pegion Posts or Erie County having a total membership of 
00, 


Very Sincerely yours, 
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HISTORY OF OUR FLAG 


1. Combridge Flag—thirtees slternate red and white stripes with the combined 
Vale Croas of St. Amdzew and 81 George in the cenioe. Raised by George 
Woekington at Cambriige, Massechesets, lanuary 2, 1776. 


























2. Ome of the Bret Stare and Stripes was fiewn uncer General Stark is 
August. 1777 sear Beasingkm, Vermont. All thet remeies ie the csote 
with Une thirteen stars. 


3B. The Pag with iitecs and striges wes approved by President Washing- 
tom, January 17, 1794-“ 2 stay ond stripe for exch stale. The growth of the 
Using was unioreesen at that tims aad on December 0, 1816, a reeciuticn 
was offered to change The Flag. 


4 Apri 1818 the act passed changing The Flag to thirteen: horismstal stripes, 
alternate rad and white aad hweaty while stare ia a hive Hebd. 







5. The Flag with the thirtees stripes sed a star added for every mew state was 
qoaspleted, Jnly 4, 1912, with the actmiasion of the Stain of Arisona. 
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STAR-SPANGLED BANNER 


1S Ok, may, com you ese, by the dawn's early light! 
What so proudly we hailed al the twilight's last gleaming; 
Whoss broed stripes and bright stars, through the perilous tight, 
O’er the ramparts we welched, were ac gallantly streaming; 
Aad the rockets red glare, the bombe bursting ia air, 
Gave proof ibrough the night that our fag was atill thers. 
Fmar ONCeVS 

Oh, say, dose the star-cpangied baane: yet were 

O'er iba land of the iree and tha home of the brave. 


On the shore, dimly seea thro' the mia of the deep, 
Where the foe's haaghty host in dreed sllesce repoess, 
What is (bat which the breess, o'er the lowering steep, 
As it hifuliy blown, hall conceals, hail discloses? 

Mow it catches the gleam of the morning's firel beam, 
la full glory reflected now shines on ihe stream. 





STAR-SPANGLED BANNER (Continud 


And where is thal baad who op veantingly rvore, 
That the havoc of war sad the battle's comfusicn 
A home and 8 Country should leave us no more? 
Their blood bas waeh'd ont their foul loctsteps’ pelintion; 
No refuge comki save the kireliag of alave 
From the terror of Bight or the gioom of the grove. 
TED CHO 
And the ster-apangied hanser in tiamph doth weve 
O’or the land of the free amd the home of the brave. 


Obs! thus be # ever when free mas shall saad 
Between their loved home and the war's desolation. 
Biles! with vict'ry aud peace, may the heav'e-reecuad lead | 
Praiee the Pow'r that hath made and preserved ut a Nation. 
Than comques we mast, when our conse ii is just, 
And this be out motion, “In God ia oar trea.” 
POUETE CHOSUS 
And the star-spangied henner im iriamph shall wave 
O’es the lead of the iree and the heme of the brave. 
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I ‘ ics waite ibibdases ished cae 
| WHER 3, on . the ‘evening of onde” May &4th, 1945 one 





fies ‘Gerald L. K. a of Detroit, Michigan adi ssed@ in public hall 
ue Las Buffalo, an organization known as the/koonomis League; and 

ey | WHEREAS, near the conclusion of his talk, he displayed 
vei (a flag with csnirveen alternate red and white stripes with the con~ 


a _- = — _ ms — ee ee oe 


‘pined Gross of St. Andrew and St. George in the Ganton upon woi 
las imposed a yellow stars and 

WHEREAS, this same Gerald L. K. Smith prooseded to speak 

“ 'fn @ derogatory manner about this flag and then threw it upon the 


| 


; uals proceeding to jump up and down upon it to the accompaniment 


‘of the cheers of those present; and 


WHEREAS, this particular flag, except for the yellow 4 











atar, is a replica of the Cambridge ~ Grand Union Plag, an emblem 
mi ae a glorious history which was raised by General Washington, 
‘himself on January 2, 1776 and was the first Amorican official 
| t488 until August 1777; and 


| WHEREAS, thie fiag was also Gegraded by having a yoiicw | 


-~- 
fat orl 


cae | etar placed upon it ~ a distinct violation of the Flag Code of the 
‘ | United States as approved by the 77th Congress on December 22, 194 
/ and as atated in Sect, 4--g of Public Law 829 - "the flag should » 
never have placed upon it, nor on any part of it, nor attached to 


it, any mark, insignia, letter, word, figure, design, picture, 


| 
; | 
| THEREPOQRE , Be it Resolved that the Erie county Committee 
| of the American Legton; the representative organization of the 
thirty five county Posts, in meeting assembled this 27th day of 


' drawing of any nature.” ed 
May, 1945 do hereby condemn most vehemently this sensational and 


| de 


unpatriotic act of Geraid L. K. Smith to a Tiag that was the 





} | revered symbol of our republic in its early days and t that ; alao~ 

Be it Resolved that a copy of the details of this incident be for- 
| warded to our National Americanism Commission at Tndienacolie. " 

; indiena, and 2 

Be it pita ee that a copy of this resolution be sent 

Amacdtatety, to our National Commander Roane Waring, Our Department 

Sera ete kes Commander, Arthur Bouton, the Hon. J. Edgar Hoover 


\ at Washington end the local press. 
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a Mr. Clarence A. Conway, Commander 
as Erie County Committee of the 
. Anerican Legion 
1606 City Hall 
Buffalo, Few York 


Dear Mr. Conway! : 
7 I appreciate the interest which prompted you in 
directing to ma your letter of June 2, 1943, together with 
& copy of & resolution unanimously adopted at a meeting of 
the Frie County Committee of the American Legion held on 
May 27, 1943. 


Inasmuch as the information contained in your 
communication and enclosure is of interest to the Office of 
the Attorney General of the United States, I am taking the 
liberty of forwarding copies thereof to that office, 


May I take this occasion %to request that any in- 
formation you obtein and believe to be of interest to 
Bureau de communicated directly to me or to the Special 
in Charge of our Buffalo Field Division which is locat 
400 United States Court House Auilding, Buffalo, Kew Yo 







Teleon | . Sincerely youre, 
cies AL INFORMATION CONTANED —..... 


oierin_— HEREIN I GHCLASSI, 23) John 2egur Hoover 


Nishola DATE 12/4/92. BRA 
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M'MWORANDUM FOR ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL ~ 
j ToeL i? BERGE 


‘ . . 
Attention: kK. Cc. E. Rhette 


Re: orRs SD L. x deren 


THA COMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION 
INTE2IAL SECURITY - 
+ SEDITION : 


For your further information in connection with your consideration 
of tis case there are trenmitted herewith covles of a resolution concerning 
Smith unaniwously adopted at a mecting of the Brie County (New York) Coonittee 
of the American Legion on May 27, 1943. A cory of tin resolution was 
furnished the dureau by Yr. Clarence A. Conway, Commander of the rie County 


Committee of the American Legion. 


Alao attached are copies of an editorial capttined. ‘i "Fina. Fe 
Defiled," which appeared in the Mxy 26, 1943, Lesue of the Buffalo, ork, 
newspoper, "Sufialo Courler-Express." As you will observe, tiis odl torial 
also has reference to Smith's reported desecration of a replica of the Flag 
onoe used by George liasiington and the Continental Ary. " 

c mm Se 


You will recall that in verlous reports heretofore aubnitted = 
concerning, Umith’s previous public addresses, reference haa been ade te = 
Smith's various antics in defiling flags or replicas wileh he has -indiésted 
; Tobe representative of the idea of a world govornnent or a conbined Brtfabs | 


- E. aberTeaw-goverment,. 


33iLs he 





_aierin WFORMATICN CONTE Vary truly yours, — 
Bioets iS Ui Acie . 
‘ ea pyse-ceedniom Kegar Hoover 


Lm Direc 







7 McGuire . 
. Mumford” *" 


. Piper HN LE 10.25 P.M. 


- Quinn Tamm_’ 
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Walter Tinchell 
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Being an 





admirer ef your past a tang 







in the matters referred to in this olipping, 
you thie. | 


I am sendin: 
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Lt, Metz Lt. Gilteo 
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Lt. Ammerman Lt. O'Shea 
In the fifth 1943 class graduat 
Gulf Coast Training Center advan 
at Randolph Field, Tex, these Bu 
day were awarded their silver 
Ammerman, 56 Shirley; Harold WwW. 
Franklin; John F. Glllooly, 87 1 


Gerald Smith Warns 
Of Fascistic Tendency 


Tells Economics League = {x 
To Guard Home Front 


Ris declarations wildly . 
by 0 ‘persons Monday evertng 
Bagle’s Auditorlum, husky Gerald 
L. K Smith, natigpal, director of 
the newly-for America;E) 


vn tet Ate wearnal mt ¢ 
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Of course, the Buffalonians who DATE. 
saw Huey Long's fonner aide Jump 
up and down on the flag did not 
know the history of the banner 
which was being defled. They did 
; not know that Smith was do 7 
something which would have quail- 
fled him for the noose if American 
patriots had caught him doing it 
in 1778 They belleved whet Smith 
had told them—that this flag was ‘ 
a thing which New Dealers and : 
British imperialists had designed 
Qs a postwar substitute for the 
Stars and Stripes. It was easy tor 


Smith to put over mad yarn, j 
because Washington's ambridge 


+ 
r 
02 


VF bo 8 ome 
iy; 














red and white, like our 1 q 
but hed the crossea of Bt. rge! 
and St. Andrew where we now 
have the stern : bad dene 

If Smith's Buffalo hearers had ' Nia 
which he was defiling, we are ure Faleays z - aes ’ 
they would have put a summary -_ : 
stop to the proceeding—although 
his audience ought to have been 
forewarned by the abusive threats 
which Smith directed at the affi- 
clal representative of the Ameri- 
ean Legion of Erie County (a. 
World Wer I veteran with two} 
#ons fighting for America in World 
War 1), wha challenged ane or 
{wo of the speaker's wilder flights 
of oratory. 

Free speech ls one of the things e 
for which we are fighting in thls | 
war. Under the American concep- 
Gon af free speech, this man. 
Smith, goes around the eountry 
trying to stir up animosity against 7 
Qguinst Russia, aguinat the Chi- .- 
nese, against all cur Allies. When! #14 
Smith hurls abuse at our Canadian i 
neighbors, when he derisively hawls a 
the epithet, “Chinks,” at Chiang|!: 


flag of 1776 (of which sep ay “fg wh 
had thirteen alternating ney ace 62-L4.5/8 
flag, Fi ‘ 
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RECORD D 2-4 BEIE-REZ 
| a a : ! 
Mr, Walter Yinchel§ =- . . = _ « te x . i : 
Mew York Mirror =~ ahh 
.235 Fast 45th Street | 
Rew York, New York . 


Desr Salter: ot. 


a ZI wish to acknonledge receipt of your communication 
eee postmarked June 8, 1943, with wiich you forwarded two letters 

as well ss Spaper clippings recently received by you concorning 
sy Gerald L. K smith of Detroit, Michigan. 


Relative to your penciled notation as to why prosecutive 
action bas not been undertaken against Smith, I thought you would 
be interested to know thit although this individual's activities 
have beon curefully investicguted and the information developed hae 
been referred to the Assistant to tha Attomey General, he has 
inticated that Snith's activities to date sre not sufficient to 
Juatify prosecution, 

4 

The information concerning Smith's dofiling a replica 
of the Flag once used by George Sashington is being sent to the 
Aesistant to the Attommey General, and I want you to know that I 
appreciate very much your bringing this inform:tion to ny attention, 


"1th kind personal regards, ? 


Tolson . ia . 
» B. A. Tamm Edgar toover 


- Clegg 
. Coffey 


re ALL INFOPMSTION conranie 
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4 sen against jend-lease. |: 
‘They said then that sé e jend- 

bill passed. Now Smith is planning to come East. . 

‘He ls stepping in where Char oghit red to tread. |' 

Lj) [tre * on “Mberal circles will not be salutary. |: 





* anti-strike bill, 


- are sponsored by the 


= Just a few words 


qo _ The¥Americen Federation of Labor recently accuseu ... ; 
‘> Of re ng its anti-union campaign in Louisiana, Arkansas, Iowa, 
~*$ Kansas, North Carolina and Tennessee. - This is no amali time 
<0 Wnove - Jt succeeded in popularizing so effec e idea 
- -OF prohibiting. unions from making political contributions that !: 
-  guich a clause was incorporated by Congress in the Connally-Smith |, 


“s Many of the greasimen who voted for this bill are close ‘ 
 t@ Ge 1. K. Ith, America First Party fuehrer. They 
g speak at arrahg ollowers In big c They |. 


same men who sre pro x the antl | 


~ Semitic, ex-Mobillser street-corner gnulelter, Josepty] McWilliams. | 


now for labor ‘circles here. -During the| 


‘first week in June important conferences took place in Chicago to}: 
discuss realignments, conferences and America First possibilities 


» in many regions. It was decided that the time has come to invade | : 






a ae 
%.  New/York. Some of the castern reports were from a leader of |. 
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the same organization which 
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From: J. Rdgar Roover = Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Subjects GERALD L. K. SHITH 
THE COLOITTFE OF ORE HILLION 
CUSTODIAL DETENTION 
SEDITION 





Reference is nade to the rt euteitted in connection 
with this case by Special cont a = New iork, Kew 
York, on May 32, 1943. 

The Bureau desires that in connection with the further 


: investigation of this case, efforte be a ate and inter- 
cee: oe 
whon are mantione ce re e would appear that 















these individuals may bo able to give pertinent informetion 
can perhaps 
dation which 
and Saith. 

= 







concerning Saith'e activities and that 
furnish data concerning any relationshi 
may have been exietent between 


Tolson 

E. A. Tamm So = Detrolt 
Clegg 

Coffey 

Glavin 

Ladd 


Nichols 

Rosen Ca 
Tracy { 
Acers M Al 
Carson , 


Harbo JUN l ? 1949 















Starke 
Quinn Tamm, 
Nease 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Tus caszomomatepat DETROIT, MICHIGAN ° HY pure 100-1970? TAM 


5/21/43 


LD LYMAN KENNETH S30 




















se » with aliases; 
OMMITTSE OF ONE MILLION 
oe tS. SYNOPSis OF FACTS: 
ae 


"j \ 





nromber nn neaber “of Silver Shirte was 3223 and his 
wife's number 3220; also copy or pampel igs of letters 
ge telegrams from SMITH indi 










attended conferences with 
ned him at luncheon which was paid for by the ~ 
ommittee of One ion, Efforts to locate 
Interview with - 


DEFERRED == HUE HED ATION CONTAINED 
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Voy Report of Special agent made at Detroit, 
Foro Michigan dated May 5, 19 
tin 9 
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vera tt, / Af ee York City: - — ips ¢ 
asthe fo ng information + was obtained through 
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In 1936 WILLIAM DUDIY PELLEY, founder of the Silver Shirts, announc, 
in his magazine Liberation that SI(TH was at one time a member and lecturer 
for that organizetion, On nterviewed SKITH and | 


eebkSo Din If PELIEY'S assertion Was ed it. ony 


CERIN ote to PELIZY asking hin for a verification of the statene 
ch appeared in Liberation. At that time PELLEY was on the west coast ore 
eanizing the Christian Party, the party ticket on which he later ran for the 
Presidency and the letter was answered » Whom PELTEY pad - 
placed in charge of his Asheville, North olina adquarters, 


















"August 5, 1936, 





’ 






Dear | 





Nanswering your letter of GHD vezarding Mr. Gerald L. Ke 
Smith's connection with the Silver 8, which you say he denies, we 
have on file certain letters and telegrams from him received during 
July and August 1933, The letters are all written on Silver Shirts of . 


America letterheads and signed by him. His registration number as s 
menber of the Silver Shirte was 3223 and his wife's number was 3220, | 


_ . * The enclosed extracts from these letters will undoubtedly . 
serve your purpose. ; _ ee ee ee ao 
| ,- Sincerely youra, A me . = 

- ‘~The Pelley Publishers, 









ES. : 
. The extracts referred to in the above letter are as follows: f 
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"Western Union Telegram dated July 22, 6:54 P.M, ) q 4 


"WILLIAM DUDLEY PELLEY or a 
Care Asheville Biltmore Ho or ration Magazine 


_ Woman's Chub Bldg., Asheville, N. Care 


NO MAIL WHEN CAN WE EXPECT INSTRUCTIONS “PEOPLE ENROUTE SEETHING ANSWER 
WESTERN UNION — | a. 


( signed) GERALD L.KoS 7 

“letter dated July 32, 1933 

"as was my understanding with Mr. PELLEY I am eagles d under cove . 
and will be until I can make some adjustment honorable o my work here,*# { 

. 1 

"Letter dated Aug. Sth, 1933 

"T have been. working under cover but will come out in the open 
the first Monday after the first Sunday in Septenber. I succeeded : 
yesterday in enrolling a man here with about one million dollars in 
oily 

"T have about three addresses ready on the following subsectes 


Who Stole America! 
‘Your Name May Re on the Death ti at! 


wae = 


‘america's Real Dictator is. an Alient 


“T am preparing athera on the subjects 
Who Will S ve Your tafe When the Bolsheviks Descend 
* upon Ust 
‘Some Day 100,000,000 americans Will Hide Behind a 
Silver Shirt for Protection, ! | . my 
Mhy I left the Conventional Pulpit to Join the » christien ; 
Wilitia of the Silver legion. ! os eke 4 


‘ a eee a 
i The eo : ott - oo ee 
. { ‘ om & i 
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"Letter dated August 15th, fe oe 
By the time you receive this letter-1 shall be on 1 the road 
es Price and parts north together with a uniformed squad of young men composing 
I believe will be the first Silver Shirt storm troop in America, 


“Letter from Hot Springs - not dated but received by ua on Aug.18,19333 
"Nine O'clock the second night. We have held three mass meetings 


two street meetings appointed key gey men for literature in six towns; no, 


vew Sars ww WU veiigu 
seven towns." ‘ 
“Letter dated August 18th, from Shreveport, Las 
"On Friday last I realized that it would be impossible for me to 
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"leave the _notive miniatry. " : a 
". . but for the present and for at er sai. months: I's an andig 
that you disassociate me with the movement, officially." 
“My storm troop has not lost one ounce of their courage ‘and I have 
said or done nothing to affect their attitude, * 


Photostatic copies of the letter fro. and the extracts fron 
SMITH'S letters and telegrams, as well as the enve ope in which the letter 


ee eer »_ 


was sent ‘(ee °° being furnished the office of origin. 


CD =e: that he believes PELIEY sent the above commmnica- yp” 
tions to cau 


se at the time he was angry with SHITH for denying his 
membership with the Silver Shirt organization, He advised that he has 

never actually seen SMITH'S membership cards in the organization and that he 
has no knowledge of their present whereabouts, nformed, however, 
that one of PELLEY'S field men by the name o » WhO was active in the 
Christian Forty in 1936 and whom he believes 
told him that SHOTH had adnitied to nim that he Revenge? to the Silver Shirt 
organization. 











Inquiry was made at the offices of the United Press, 220 East 42 
Street, regarding an article which was released on October 20, 1936 by 
that association, It was escertained, however, that the United ee did not 
keep records of news articles for more than 6 months. , 


‘ The New York Times for October 20, 1936 contained an arias 


enti tee, GERALD L. K. SLITH Plans New Organisations this article appears to 


be the original statement on which the United Press release was based, It 
states, "The Reverend GERALD L. K. SMITH who learned political science from 
HUEY P, LONG and studied economics under the Rev. CHARIES E. COUGHLIN and 

Dr. FRANCIS E,“fOANSEND, announced last night that he would lead a new nation=- 
alist organization combining the best features of hie mentor's schemes and 
design ultimately to ‘seize the doverngent of the United States!, Describing 
his projected organization in hie suite at the Hotel Warwick last night, _ 
SMITH asserted that already he has the financial backing to carry on for a 


year or more and declared that more than 1.000 nolitical potent lesdera in. = : 


_— we w SM SwASAS Gr rw w Pees Wo Ee Se ry were Pew were = 


various parts of the country await his ordera, He aims at a following oF 
ten million patriots willing to lay down their lives if necessary to 5 ave the 
country fron what he considers an international plot to collectivize ite: 


“wFour hundred businese men in twenty-two key cities worrled over the 
future of private property and the integrity of bequests to their children 
have pledged themselves to contribute 14% of their incomes of 1935 to enable 
SUITH to wage his crusade to make America a victoriously, nationalistic, 


yp?! 


| 


a at Seattle, Washington, 
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aie cte. ‘somty; he declared. In New York City alone, he said, he hes 

40 financial backers, one of ther a man with an income of $280, 000 a year, j 7 
SMITH was chary about revealing details of his organizational program ot the 
names of his backers. He wanted to save that for a radio speech to be delivered 
after the end of the campaign when he posntec out there would be less i 
tition for national attent " 








“e 


pag Through of the News Department, New York nan 
. it was ascertaine r of the above article was Mr. RAYMOND 
pine ss -DANIELL. DAVIELL ie presently "attached to the New York Times Eureau in 
“-Lendon, England. 





—— The Daily News for October 21, 1936 carried an aeviels with a 

eae - Chicago date line, attributed to the United Press, which contains substantially 
the same information appearing in the Times article, It also adds that SKITH — 
was reported to have replied to the accusation that he was a Fascist by 
eS stating, "I am no more Fascist than Abraham Lincoln® and explained that he 
=. ere _ Was associated with a tremendous undertaking to preserve spenseee national- 
fare © istic identity, 


ae -: the law firm of sates Grossman, 
Vorhaus and Helmey, advise s firm filed a law sult against SMITH in 
March, 1938 in the juni cipal Court of the Borough of Vanhattan, First District, 
for $1, 000 damages for breach of contract, He stated that the * plaintaff was 
CHARLES COSTA, owner of a trucking company in New York and that judgment had 
been obtained by the plaintiff, This judgment has been fully satisfied, 

OSS page that payment was obtained by attaching a judgment which STH 
against the Time and Life magazines. le informed that 
attorney who handled the case is presently in the Uni 
and that his, ' rapes of the case is based soley on the 
formal papers which ar the file 

















tes. 


were located at the Municipal Court for the Borough of Manhattan, First 
District, under index #22534 (1938). & A review of these papers reflecta the 


: | The pleadings in the case of CHARLES.COSTA vs. GERALD L. K. S:OTH 
following information. 


“ae 
. 


"The complaint stated that on or about February 15, 1937 the plaintiff 
and defendant entered into an agreement in consideration of $1,000 in which 





a SMITH promised to introduce COSTA to » then managing director 
bak & 3 of the United Fruit Company and to assist negotiating a certain contract 
es with ZEMURRAY. It alleged that COSTA peid SUTTH $1,000 but that SMITH had 
apexes failed to carry out his part of the contract and that COSTA claimed damages 

for $1,000, | 
5a 





ry mre ar 
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ny a ‘e isepeaber 15, 1938 Judgnent was obtained by default Fv the ,; 
plaintiff in the amount of $1,126. On May 10, 1939 SMITH filed a motion 
to vacate and set aside the judgment and to permit him to interpose an answer. 
In an affidavit he stated that the Committee of One Million, Inc. was organ- 
ised in 1936 for the purpose of carrying on an educational campaign to combat 
Fascism and Communism in this country; that it is a non-profit organization 
and had to obtain contributions to carry on its work, He said that JACK | | 
*REILLEY held several conferences with COSTA inwhich he outlined the work of 
“the Committee and COSTA agreed to contribute $1,000 as a donatioh, He denied 
that there was any agreement to introduce COSTA to ZEMURRAY. He claimed 
that the suit was brought without merit; that it was false and based on 





ee perjury. 
ee. 4 The file contains an affidavit by COSTA in which he denied he 
Ye ee made a contribution to the Committee of One Million but stated that he 
Pg oo wanted to meet ZEMURRAY in order to obtain trucking business, 


Te The file also reflects that it was brought to the court's attention 
that SMITH was seeking $45,000,000 damages from Time Magazine for liable, 

He was believed to have settled for $2,500 or more and that he only filed the 
motion to answer the suit at such a late date because he realized thet the 
liable action against the Time Magazine could not be closed without satis- 
fying the judgment which COSTA had obtained by default. 





Mr. CHARIES COSTA, 204 Frarklin Street, advised that he formerly 
ai had a farm in Ioulsiana and that he met SLUTH when SMITH was active with 
HUEYLONG'S organization in New Orleans. He stated that SMITH was highly regard- 
ed in Louisiana and was very popular. ‘When SMITH came to New York and 
started to organize his Committee for One Million he asked COSTA for a loan 
of $1,000 with which to establish his office. COSTA stated he made the loan 
giving SiITH 2 checks for $500 each made out to Cash, He denied that there 
pele | had ever been any contract between STH and him regarding an introduction 
4 ' to ZEMURRAY although he said that SI{ITH claimed to know ZEMURRAY and told 
“3 him he would introduce him, He maintained, however, that the $1,000 was given 
os et to SLOTH by him merely as a loan. He advised that he collected the judgnent 
ery against SIOTH by attaching a judgnent or settlement which SuITH had obtained 
from the Time Magazine, = 





sero: 


COSTA said that he took no particular interest in the Comm ttee of 
One Million and claimed to know nothing about it except that it purported to. 
be a patriotic organization, He stated that he was not close to SUTTH ale. 





i ¢. 

bE though he admitted that he had met SHITH'S wife and son, both of whom impressed 
es him very favorably. He chimed that he had no knowledge of SMITH engaging in 
oon any subversive activities or having any connections with persons or organizations 
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of such tendencies, (He advised that although be fell out with SuITH gver>: Be +3 


the loan of $1,000 he nevertheless has no doubt as to gene Ioyalty” to - 
this ents me Me al, 5 ie Or ae ee eS eae "i 
-_ advised that * 
he conduc tec an investigation concerning SMITH in 1934 in connection with s - 
suit for damages filed by SifITh ageinst the Washington Times Company, ry 
Washington, D. C,.. He stated that his report was sent to WILTON J. TALBERT, 
Washington attorney who handled the case and that he has no copy “in hi 
possession. ~- It will be noted that previous reports reflect tha tate, is 
deceased and his files have been destroyed, nformed that he: 
interviewed a number of people in and around veport, Louisiana end that 
upon receipt of his report LAMBERT filed a motion in the Supreme Court of 

the District of Columbia in Washington, D. C. to take the depositions of 

23 witnesses in Louisiana. He said that when S.OTH learned of this he realized 
that this testimony would @velop a great deal of unt avorebis cntores son am 
he suddenly decided to. ea bie suit. ast eM eaves : 










“3 ; “ . bee sey a oo * 2st a3 fa 
oe ee ee ee ee o ‘s Ratt Wrae aera: a a os 2 o's: 
‘ * —_ as oles cea thet = weer Af $2.4 @ mo att an ida an Ita in the 
‘sty Re SULTS VES Wet & copy, 01 Wiis MOUCLON 16 On file in the 
Supreme the District of Columbia containing the names and addresses 


of the proposed witnesses. He aleo suggested that the nane of the attorney 
Who was to make the deposition at. Shreveport, Loulsiana would appear in this 
motion and it, is mero that 4 received & copy td report, ek 


, ok 
” ae 
pate eee tem t . a 
te 4 tt we 


pal ) made. availabe Py correspondence file Pertaining | to this ait 
which reflec e Zohlowing. informations. : Bek OM paged fu ot) <2 a 
wes te : ei See! se kky Sige op ae - 
ae *" the title ‘of the case 16 GERALD L. K. SUITH vs. ‘his washington: - 
oa Caany. It was filed on February 3, 1934 and carries index mumber 
83688. The declaration claimed injury to the extent of $150,000 because of 
the published statement thet SKITH was the bodyguard or secretary of Senator ~ 
HUEY LONG and conveyed the thought that he and LONG trial to get a fight out 
of T. SALES WALISLEY, LONG'S political opponent and that oe was a kari a : 
some person and erren bas pba’, cn a etce* 0: ee Eig aS, 
won clon wn 
The file contained a copy "of a letter from THOMAS aii i 
Political Editor to JOHN D, EWING, publisher of the shreveport, Louisiana Times, . 
This letter stated that SkiTH-came to Shreveport from Indiana 5 years aga" 4 
te take over the pastorate of the Kings Highway Chriatian Church, Stories 
got, around concerning SWITH'S "bibulos habits" and “the issuance of rubber. 
checks", . SUITH also made radio talka which were considered Commnni.eble — 


Poiad rat 


the trustees of. jhe church neues nie iain) eG Le ect eA, Oat 
@ 3? 3”. ort atts: es igen Sree eee oy ee 
eck - According ta the letter, one y DAVE HARRIS who was in ‘charge of one 


of Shreveport's. branches of city. Service te ‘phone Pnecs H. 8. TARVER, who is 
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an ‘isdapentent oil operator and advised him that SLITH demanded an automobile. 
ot be used for a trip to Asheville, North Carolina, HAPRTS supposed that . 


this car was to be used in connection with church work but TARVER advised ‘hia 
that it was not, The automobile was supplied, however, and SMITH took it 
and a party of friends to Asheville. There he visited the head of the Silver 
. Shirts, an organization which is said to be basically anti-Catholic and anti~ 
aS Jewish. SMITH let it be understood that he was engaged as a lecturer by © 
that organization, 





The letter further states that SMITH returned to Shreveport and 
placed a substitute in the pulpit and let it be known that he was quitting 
the ministry and went to Little Rock, Arkansas where he was scheduled to 
deliver a lecture, This lecture, however, was never delivered and SLITH 
i ¢ returned and resumed his duties as pastor. 


| 
a = 
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af . ; HaRRIs ere advised that he war cataan oor SreTrt er ng heen 

a saved to relinquish his pastorate because of his personal habits and his 

Ba Communistic statements but that he had been requested to resign because of 
a his rrequent:. SDBCICee a his parish, 

This file aiso contained a letter from Mr. LAMBERT which stated 
that he was able to force the plaintiff to dismiss the case against the 
Weshbington Times Company without payment of any kind, He stated that this 
act/WHs taken after he had carefully selected from the report of 









bre 


fea a ge number of witnesses for the defense and had given notice o 8 “niD 
le.7 tention to make their depositions, He said that when this motion was filed %~ 
Ye: > SMITH realised what the testimony would develop and came to the conclusion 
we that he could not take the time to come to Washington for the trial of the 


Sos 5, Inasmich as the investigation in comection with the above law suit 
ae was aimed soley at refuting SMITH'S denial that he was LONG'S bodyguard and 
that he was a quarrelsome person, it is not believed that the witnesses named 
in the motion filed at Washington could furnish any pees information in 
connection with this investigation, 


Le ree raeetnicncs advised that the cestcruiay carda 
asia intornation corerning thes cone fron ill aaaammeaiaias 
rie his information concerning them came from \ vie 
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made available @ Sh > r 
e re t most of the information contained therein b1 
has already been reported by the Detroit Office. There was observed, however, 
a statement allegedly given righ which \ 
actually, according to Socre is wie sts ement ay 




















\ consisting of 2 stenographers, 2 bodyguards, who were 
ee a secretary and some outside "help. The 
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_. *° gecording to this statencn ME ne SMITE through 
i and during the interview at was hired by A 


» “I really believe that the American pu times stand 






c will at all times stand 
directly in back of a man like HUEY LONG. He bambozzled them, he stole for 

and from them and now I am in a position not only to employ his tactics but 
to dinprove upon his technique ’ and with all the experience I received in the , 


he. oe 


LONG or ganization and wi with all the finesse that nas cone ~~ nme in other ore 
ganization work, I will make the Comnittee of Mme Million the strongest 
organisation of "ste Kind in the United States,* 


asked SMITH then if he believed in dictatorship and told 
him that this country is two thirds Protestant and that any man who could 
swing the Protestant vote could be the real power in this country, — 


es asked aie Ge "Do you intend to be another HUEY LONG?" 
aid not take vou 1 ng to get my idea.*. 


- 
ai 7 —> =< = == = 


SMITH then told that he would have 3 units in every atate 
with national headquarters in New York City, Chicago and San Francisco. There 
was to be a national chairman and 48 national vice-chairmen. There would be 


one treasurer Who was irs. SMITH. 


SLIUTH opened 4 offices in the Hotel Pennsylvania and hed a staff - 
a 
which ~~ 







st mee 
“Weenesd in the main ballroom of the Pennsylvania Hotel was attended by 


1400 persons. An average of 3 meetings were held each week at the Pemsylvania 
and large outside meetings were also held at the McAlpin and the Astor Hotels. 
At the larger meetings open collections were always held at which envelopes 
were handed to the people as they entered in which to insert their donations 


and on which they placed their names and addresses. —_ 


According to the statement, during the first part of 1937, large sums 
in cash were sent to the Pennsylvania Hotel addressed to either Mr. or Mrs. 


SMITH, the sources of these funds were uninown except that SYWITH stated that 
they were receiving $1,500 a week from a source which he would not divulge, 


SMITH allegedly made arrangements with various persons to ‘collect 
Sunde on a percentace basis. Among these were ep tape individuals on aaa 
and 1D Bs S 
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get pro-Bund material in the ee, 
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me  eerre e-e ~ broadcasts we VS wtav.on EDs. ‘ 
wes in charge of the Radio Division eee raise See 
was Chaimen of the Women's Di on to = funds 


4 


attending meetings aad was Pree fron doing a0 by 





“The organisation maintained a bank account at the Corn Exchange _ 
Bank on Seventh Aveme, This account was maintained merely for convenience 
| in cashing checks and did not accurately reflect the amount of money which 
ey was collected. The organization alao had an account in a bank in Washington, 
ys D. C. which was handled by ' The statenent declares that bx 
| by SLTTH'S orders "we never Kept & lfrge balance in the New York bank for he 
explained it is safer to keep noney behind the paper on the wall than in any 
are bank backed by Uncle Sam. None of these larger contribution s were ever put 
into the commercial bank accouht because most of the Soin aeons were 







given to SIOTH and consisted of cash.*® 







nt further reflects that 

was over frie 

conferences with 

i GMMMBand his advisers & 
ae 


















associates, He sat tan on ee ‘b2 
afterfards would report to SHITH 


soe ys ss+e8 


entertained at a luncheon in the 












Pennsylvania his associates. He telephoned Oy he 
come and mee according Si 4D 
a check for subsequently paid ttee VY 





of One Mullion, 

Ws =: to have sent many,of his friends to attend SITH's 
meetings. one occasion sent 500 invitations to Bundsmen to attend 
SMITH'S meeting, On many Secasions pro-Hitler literature was prohibited 49 c 
from being distributed at the meetings but for months, worked with 
Bund members to increase the Bund membership in the ¥ ee of One liillion, 


On another occasion ED esrancing for a mass meeting at 
Philadelphia sent 1,000 invitation members of the Bund. At a conference 
it was suggested that the Bund members attend in full regalia. 





bi 





agreed to this but objected and SNITH backed him up, Th 
attended in large t+ without their uniforms, ‘ - 
a Sr indicates that ELIZABETH DILLING was'& ee : 
friends o visited the organization regularly at luncheon a Sent a 
letters of commendation, . . ba 
| that information came to him me y' 
a el 
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@ 5,4 . 2 . ’ ‘es 
rs ‘ : ‘ 


Who was identified with the national campaign of SulTy for 8 years; that Siry 
and PELIEY were interested in a midwestern cenpaign of religious hatred long 
before SUITH came to New York City to launch his campaign under the auspices 
of the Committee of One Million. SiTH and PELIZY would exchange corrrinica- 
tions, ideas and literature and were otherwise on friendly terms, 


Se oe 





Rev. GERARD B, WINROD was also stated to be 


a 8O 
SMITH and often exchanged communications (iiiAAiiaiaiiiaih pT 
6 Gunnin oP a a . yp’ 





Re 
Par ot 
ater ES 
a 





oO. ew York ami Washin ton, a clogs friend [ee 5 on Bed bonds of 


be =] =“g Whee Wao 
the Chicago, Milwaukee and St, Paul Railroad ona tai SMITE financed the 
contract to take over the radio time of Father COUGLIN. It also states that 
an account was opened at the American Security and Trust Company in Washington, 
D. C. for clearing checks which were received as a result of SMITH'S broadcasta. 





8 
ch 






also stated, "I recall that on several occasions SMITH 
Qt instructed me write to PELLEY asking for advance copies of all his Speeches 
ae and literature to be sent to SIITH for his information and perusal.* | 


ee Sa «2: also contained a statement by 
: dated Oc r 28, - This statement contains substanti the same in- bt 
: fornation which was previously furnished ae is noted that Led 4) 
claims his connections with STITH were moti ily with the amunt » 


i, is of good he could do for a Republican victory in 1940 and after the electica 
er alae ie he severed his relationship and has seen SMITH only 6 times since then, 












2 24 


organi gat Vso ee Means Svaree wa cL Ghl ae LIM Slut as this List is identical with 
that reported by it 1s not being set out, . | 


an effort was made to contact sve 7 
f the Friends of [Democracy With negative results, Poh, ye 


ay «:- also contains a list of the contributors to SOTH'S © 
nigati @ New Yaub aman ge rn, SEN 





















became interested in SITE through 
of a former corporation lawyer who resides at She 
atatacA thas adh ahem ont ae 


Sew wih UUU Gace anda Te attracted Dy the reilgioua theme yp? 
Ege: which SLOTH injected intone ee that they believed him to be at 

ees that time sincere and thoroughly patriotic, She said she attended only 3 or 

“4 4 meetings which SMITH addressed and she could not now recall exactly what 
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Be SMITH'S objectives were, She stated she has complet ely Rat Avec of es 
ee and was unacquainted with his present activities or his whereabouts. She met 


fi SMITH'S wife ani son and was very favorably impressed by them. She had no. 
oo - knowledge of SMITH having connections with any subversive element and said 
% she could recall no statements by him which were in any way un-American, 





yr 








r z 


, ea: the Hotel New Yorker, recalled that there 
was some culty exper ed with SMITH at the time he stayed at the Hotel 
in 1936. He stated that he believes it had something to dowth a woman but 

| he was unable to recall the details, He stated that he thinks SMITH was report- 
wee | ed by the house detective to him but was unable to state definitely what 
ot the charges were. He advised that he is not personally acquainted with SMITH. 


eee at the Hotel New Yorker, 
examined hig repor or the time during wh SMITH is believed to have | 
stayed at the Hotel but was unable to find any mention of SMITH. He advised, yh 
however, that he recalls that there was some difficulty with SUITH and that - 

he thinks the woman involved was a member of the chorus of the Cotton Club. 

or some similar night club and that he also believes that she was of the 
colored race, : a Ree oe Saree 


ee See eens Hotel Pennsylvania, advised 
that he recalled S\ITH having been at the Ho several years ago. He stated 


that SMITH occupfed a room which he aleo used as his office. He could not — 
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recall pie dine specific concerning SMITH'S conduct or activities ind informed = 
that the recistration records for 1936 had been destroyed, tags 


age . . 
want 
‘. 


It was ascertained through the Auditor's Office at the Hotel 
Pennsylvania that SUITH occupied 4 rooms at the Hotel from March 1937 to 


April, 1938. His accounts were paid in full. From correspondence it was IW 
ascertained that was treasurer of the Comittee of One Mjliion” | 
and that were also on the staff, 
eee of the Pennsylvania informed that 
his records reflec e Co e of One Million held 37 meetings at 


the Hotel Pennsylvania between February 15, 1937 and April 13, 1938. These 
meetings were attended by some 75 to 250 people, 


bee oe eer of the Murray Hill Hotel, advised that 
SMITH occu ooms there during the following periods: February 12, 1937 


to Jyly 1, 1938; from December 13 to 18, 1938 and from January 10 to is, 1939¢ 
He informed that SMITH left the Hotel owing a bill of $80 which is still un- ye 
paid, He could not recall anything specific concerning statements made by | S 
SKQTH and advised that SMITH'S conduct at the Hotel was above reproach. b 


aay of the Hotel Warwick, advised that he had 
ascertained from other members of his staff that SMITH had been at the Hotel 
a mumber of years ago but he was unable to furnish any pertinent information, 







It was ascertained at the office of Cravath, De Gersdorff, Swaine 
and Wood, 15 Broad Street, that the attorney who handled the suit which 
SLOTH brought against Time ” magazine is JOHN HARDING and that HARDING has been 
engaged for some weeks in the conduction of an important trial which pre- 
cluded his reviewing the file on SMITH. HARDING'S secretary advised that 
While HARDING is of the opinion that his files contain little information of 
evidentiary value in this case, he will be willing to make that information 
available as soon as the trial in which he is engaged is concluded, 
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1 photostatic copy of letter from 
1 photostatic copy of extracts fron rs and peapias 
2 photostatic copy of envelope in which letter with sent to we ,1% 
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UNDEVELOPED LEAD = * ae 
THE NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION: = 2 =e 





AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK: 


Will interview JOHN HARDING, member of the firm Cravath, De 
Gersdorff, Swaine and Wood, 15 Broad Street, for pertinent information in 
their filles concerning GERALD L. EK. SMITH. 
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ga EEMORANDUL: FOR 82. JARTS ROWE, IRs 
Attention: i. Ce E. Rhettes 
Res CERALD L. EK. SHITH; 
TH: CRAYTTEE OF CHE KILLIONs 
TETEIMAL SECURITY; SEDITION. 
ach Yor your further informatio, I am transzitting with this memorandun 
oe copies of the following matorfal recmtly rece! ved in connection with the 


ee invest! cation of subject Suiths 


le Report subeitted in comoction with tids case by Special Agent 
at Sow York, New Yori:, on May 31, 193. 


2. Ort tted in connection with this coe agua Agent 
at Detroit, Michigan, on Hay 5, 19. 


Je isch copies of two statements filed by Snith with the 
Wayne County, Uichigan, Clicrk's Office ae iar at several 
points in the report subedtted by speetal Age: 
at pale Michigan, on Yay 5, 19L3, in on s 
Mr. Tolson mat 
Mr. E. A. mm 


ae : Mr. Clegg 4® c copy of a statenent made by cco 
> Mr. Coffey referred to in the report subrit 














Mr. Glavin at Hew York, Tew York, on Lay 31, ILI. 


Mr. Ladd_____ saéitfonal investigation in 
Mr. Nig@takvers are boing made to locate 
Mr. Rogy3 of whon aro mentioned in Speci 


Mr. Tracy 
CTION 


Mr. Acers 
Mr. Carson 
Mr. Harbo 

Mr. Hendon 

Mr. Mumford 

Mr. Starke 

Mr. Quinn Tamm _ 
Mr. Nease Enel 
Miss Gandy 
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| FEDERAL pUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Poem NO a wATED AT DETROIT: or wo 100-6699 aL a. he ; = 


HOUSTON, TEXAS slam 6/4/43 


ages tcc LYMAN KENNETH SMITH with aliases — 
OMITTES OF poms | 


Y guar Sees =: registered at Lamar - 
| BYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 7 mpuston, Texas. aa 
ry , i “ i . i A 7 , . 
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REFERENCE: Report of special ‘Agent 
out Washington DeCe canal 
" DRTATIS: AT HOUSTON, TEXAS: TEXAS: 


Qn June 4, 1943, of ges 
records of 
f 


| Hotel. at Houston ¢gised the writer @ er relerr 
hotel that had been a guest of the Eotal on three dif 
r t 16, 1942, at which time his ee 


ei oeccasione, egistered on Augus 
-. address was shown to be This ees 
that of his ce & referenced report im... [ 
on that 































address was 
tated that there was no indication 
oe to 


Was on, De Ceo 
d been a recen st of the hotel or that he Was exp 
ister in the near futuree 
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eg 


In view of ‘the above, this case is being referred wpa oo dV. 
to the office of origine Pee ee 


Poe aa ™- i UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORION - the a7 
co Foe. ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED — aa 

oy EE RSE ae | 

< rae ee eee &: . 


a : completion 


Uu . / 
2—Petrolt DES 
: a-tnactan oor = Oct 33 1304 
a : : iv h . . 
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4-750 (2-7-79) | 1; ’ } 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


mee; Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following pre where 
indicated, explain this deletion. ‘ = 





, X) Deleted under exemption(s) - i: by aor Cit nt segregable 
material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


{} Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) —. 
aos was /were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


——.—— Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 


ea as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


—__..__.._ Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


{_} For your information: 








(X The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


aug SO ae DO 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
DELETED PAGE(S) 
NO DUPLICATION FEE 
XXXXXX FGR THISPAGE xX 
XXXXXXK 
XXXXXX 
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Aesistant Attomey Oonoral Tom C. Clark 
dita Baga Hoover ~ Directar, Ftarh Daren of Iemeti gion 


“qenan 2, x.Cacrrny TH ORICA FIRST ARTIS a 
IETTHUAL SECURITY SEDITION, ers 


a - oe Klee oe 


mtn further reference to cur previous correspond ee iat Se 





mibject Srith there Is ee eeeeo er. Sty yes 





eee tee eecorancss ake photowtatie coh SAE PORT CBNTANEL 


i. Booklet entitled, "Forty Years of Roosevert OREN * t uit! Hot tED 
2, fom letter dated August 2» 19lis, written OALE DAE, 22... Bente 


—— First farty and beaded, "Board of Election Cormi ssionerse” 
33 the Augut, 19U,, edition of "The Gross and the Flag. tS in Bs 
he Pamphlet entitled, "Pattern for Revolution." : 4, 


S. A circular dated "August = 191)" st Detroit, ich! gan, headed, 
“The Your for Action — A Personal lVessage." 


6. A circular ent’tled, "A Tersonal Vessazo — Blood, Sweat, Tears, 
Persecution — The Price of Vactory,” datec at Detroit, ne 
"Septerbor — 19hi.* 


" %e A fer roading, "Gerald Le XK, Smith will speak in sinmenpalt@s.cey” 


8. A card entitled, "Whose War Is It?" <= ri ‘Tay Role The World?", 
which is attached under Cbacene COVET.s - oo 


Also transritted with this memorandum are copies of four uiiies whit 
have anpeared in the public press on October , and 5, 19k, nee to subject 
Seith's appearance on Ogtobder 3, 19L, st Washington, D. C. the flouse 
Carpal gn tures Coreittee. Your attention is ctarty infited to the 
clipping fron the Tashincton Post for October 5, eh secre Se "Bennett 


Adc ty Hving $2000 to Gerald L, KX. Sxith.” As you ext? eis 
article indicates that Sxith testi fed to the rece! of a donxtion.o 200 fre 
¥r. Bennett. It wou d érpaay that Bennett, when _ intervignad velsZ a to t 


= BD 
_eatter, — meh yah 80g, . . RECORD 62. - }. cor 37 


Phat ton od MI receli thet sce serie OSHA at. 
poet OY tne ment, gsecuréd copies of st; gre tt watt 
ference to his candidacy for thé at t,o a Sc pene 
ele ton and in the general ¢ attr’, ‘hollow thoee-etate: 
; sfod a £1500 camtribution as 


tle dings 


as having been received qd . 
3 etetorerTits 


ae 
yee 
dhs 


yee 


bee 
eta 











a 





me oote 


exy contributions frase Yr. Bomett. It ies lo, of that such 
contribution, if actually nade, micht have mate at some other tins or 
for fone purpose other than Sui th's caxiidacy for the Senate. Although the 
gubstance of Smith's recent testimony aight be of pertinence to r pest 
inquiries relative to Sotth's activities and their possible af pmificance wider 
the Federal Corrupt Practicas Act, the Burcan docs not contemplate any further 
meaitebeg ae aa reference to this particular phase of the matter wiless 
you so request, | - 


, As a review of your file will show, cinsiderable invectication has 
been conducted with reference to this subject during the past two years, conaistir 
primarily of a coverage of Snith's publications. and speaking activities. Althougt 
you have from tire to time indicated an interest in having the inquiry continued, 
I shall eo preciate your acvice at this tine as to whether any prosecutive action 
is contecplated against Snith ant as to whether you are desirous of having the 
investigation continued in the future along the lines it hac followed in the past. 
In the event you do desire continued investigation, I shall be pleased to receive 
any specific surrestions you ray care to acvance as to any particular tyre or 
types of infor:ation you are interested in at thie tine, | 


Inelosu 


seek ® . hag 
’ sweets * . vot E 








. Tolson 
. E. A. Tamm Respectfully, 
-. Clegg 

. Coffey 

- Glavin 

. Ladd 

. Nichols 


tr. Rosen 


. Tracy 
. Carson 
. Harbo_ 

: HefEnformation set forth herein seed: from 








ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HERE % icGLASSIFIED 
- JUN 26 DATE cofv/ex BY steerer 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 





oo 
Re: GERALD L. K. SHITH 


Reference is made to your recent request that you be advised as to the 
status of the investiza conducted by the Treasury Departuart neerning 
subject Smith. 


I have been informed that this investigation has been carried out by 
the Intelligence Unit ef the Bureau of Internal Revenue and has recently been 
completed. The investigation reportedly included examination of Smith's personal 
and organizational finances during the past several yeare and a Treasury Depart- 
ment official has advised that no recommendation has been made to proceed against 
Smith for the collection of additional incase taxes, I have also ascertain 
that recently an official of the Treasury Departaént, contacted 
ay -: the Special War Policies Unit of the Department concerning this 
case, advising that the sareetie otis had failed sale reveal evidence of a 
criminal violation. 






By memorandum dated May V2 1913, vr Rhetts, Srecital Assistant 


to the attorney General, advieed me that the Treasury's inv est gation wa 

instituted at your request and that the general results of the investigation 
would be made available to the Department and the Mr. Rhetts further 
indicated that he would discuss this matter with of the Bureau 


of Internal Reverme and attempt to make arrangements whereby reports 
submitted on the investigation would be made available to Sho Bepartnent. 
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Sederal Surean of Investigation SiN paces 
Untteh States Acpartment of Justice 
Mashington, B. 

Detroit, Michigan 


Dec. Ten At June 1943 
On sen whee le MART Ny ‘ 


— ee 





ee aes 


Director, FBI 

@ 

Re: GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, 

- + with aliases, ; 
: - . @ CQMITTFE OF 1,000,000 - 
r INTERNAL SECURITY ~ G3 
4 CUSTODIAL DETENTION; SEDITION | 
« Dear Sir: | 









- _ There orth below the gist of the information received from 
» 4 | whose identity is known to the Bureau. This 
cessed ‘ $s received by the Detroit Office during the period from qD 


May 20, 1943 through June 20, 1943: 





ee Information was received from Informant to the effect that SMITH is ap- 
Tayetia parently very suspicious of the activities of the lady whom he refers to 

= ‘Mrs. D." from Chicago. Undoubtedly SMITH ia referring to Mrs. ELIZA- 

DILLING of Chicago, well knovm to the Bureau. SMITH apparently 
auapeote Mrs. DILLING of trying interfere with various meetings held 
in Chicago, sponsored by Captain\SOUTHARD, also well known to the Bureau, 
t —ySOUTHARD also has expressed his opinion to SMITH that Mre. DILLING is un- 
. questionably trying to interfere with their work. 





~ y Along these same lines Informant stated that he had received information 


to the effect that SMITH was likewise suspicious of a man referred to 
him See c) of New York. According to SMITH, 
fo netic) who is supposed to is 


eBtnai B! rganization in publishing material under ba 
riends of Democracy." In a conversation with a female, be- | 















OWLES of Detroit, SMITH was advised that this female 
3", person had shadowed an office locafed at 137 East 57th Street, 
RS New York City, and 


was found t working ‘with 
| KE RECORDED & INDEXED Ag 2- etn 3S 
a Sf sur expressed the opinion that he was su 
Workers League was kept Taree by operators of Bai rong oA thi 
Defamation League. SMITH stated that he has been observing the 
orkers Teague and has made it a point never to: laPlow ti! 













SO DDE ee ee en le Me eto Cw ame en ae a i a a tr pa lA St * ll Ls li te 
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« 


Letter to the Director 





affiliated with it inasmuch as he is suspicious that it is anise a 
front for some group of operators trying to "get him." (The National 
Workers Leacue ia a League well known to the Detroit Office aa beir ng 
sponsored by P SAGE, known to the Bureau as the founder of the 
League, and who is Presently under indictment for his alleged partici- 
pation in the Sojourner Truth Housing dispute in Detroit, Michigan some 





time back) 

ee Informant stated that he had received information to the effect that 

a SMITH had telephonically contacted SenatorjNYE at his office in Washing- 
see ton, D. C., and at that time SMITH discussed with NYE the possibility of 
RLS NYE making a speech at one of SMITH's meetings either in Chicago. Detroit, 
pSPEN Pe or Cleveland. SMITH expressed the opinion that they wanted NYE to come 
ia? to Michigan for the purpose of combating the Republican politicians who 

Zo are backing WENDFLL WILLKIE. NYE, on May 26, 1943, addressed a letter to 


SMITH introducing an individual to SMITH whom NYE claimed was anxious to 


an weer Im bh Naber ds Ae ee. eae 
Uv AVIA JE WIG Detroit AlCGa&e Av the pr esont time whe Haw 


idual is not known to the Detroit Office. 





SMITH has also telephonically contacted Representative CLARA HOFFIAN of 
Michigan at his Washington office, at which time he endeavored to have 

fa. Sg HOFFMAN promise to address a SMITH meeting. It is believed that HOFFMAN | 
Ore promised to speak for SMITH at some future date in Chicago. 





On May 31, 1943, information was received from Informant indicating that : 
Urs UNDEEN was in the City of Detroit for the evident purpose of con- 


ferring with SMITH. > 


On June 12, 1943, Informant stated that he had received information to the 
effect that SMITH telephonically contacted Representative HOFFMAN at which 
time arrangements were made with HOFFMAN for HOFFMAN to be in Cleveland, 

_ Ohio, June 13th. HOFFMAN apparently was to address a meeting in Ohio on 


that date. 


On June 18, 1943, Informant advised the Detroit Office that he had received 
information to the effect that SMITH was leaving on et 8 f 
Denver, Colorado, at which place he was to visit Mee =" 
According to the best of information available at 
stay in Denver with until the evening of June 21, 1943. a 
= i4- 
On May 27, 1943, Informant related - gma stots some information . 








to the effect that a man by the name o honetic), who claimed to 
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Letter to the Director 
Dated June 24, 1%3 









be a friend ed (phonetic), a New York lawyer, advised SMITH 
that he was re SMITH by Senator NYE. (This individual might 
be the same individual referred to in the letter sent by NYE to SMITH.) 


During the time WILLKIE was in Detroit a semi-picket line was set up 
by the SMITH group for the purpose of passing out pamphlets, but, as 
they expressed it, "definitady not to picket WILLKIE£.* 


busy of late apparently sending out copies of the book entitle 


Decade." These books have apparently been ——_ through the '‘Bobbs- 


Informant stated that employees in the SMITH office have been rie | 


Merrill Company, New York City, through one (phonetic). 


There has been some indication that SMITH is contemplating a meeting in 
Detroit either on June 28 or 29, 1943, and efforts have been made by 
SMITH to rent a hall for that particular meeting. This meeting is being 
closely followed by the Detroit Office. There is also a possibilit 
that this meeting will be held in Pontiac, Michigan, where 

has apparently been conducting some negotiations with a vie 

a hall, : ve 






Very truly yours, 


JOHN S. BUGAS 
Special Agent in Ze 


jah? . 
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Mra An ARO PA UE AF TAIPHPY CEAPRAL , 
| ’ } l 
Apropos of the tnterest whtoh you expressed 89 Bre Tanz last 
>" eventn> concerning the oases of Serald Ll, K.-tntth ond GE 
a $f arranced the firet thins this morninz to Aave the -UFecas Super uiaor 
‘Wye fe stnttnately acquatnted utth theze cases contact the créninal 
\ "futeton for the purpose of detcratning what, ff any, additional 
 €nvestt-ative aottuitties on the part of the fureau ore ceatreds 
You ttl recall that the Sureau has over a long pertod of tine kept 
@ close observctton upon the acttutttee of these two tadtuscuale 
and hos culmttted comnlete reporte upon thetr acttutties to the 
Srininal Ltvtetone “he fureau euperutsor has deen advised by the 


criminal Itvieton that these cases ore tetng handled by aire McInerne; 
ae Pe need Ane wnahkinntdanm tadan bot whe wf) prabahiIn return toe 
1.9 $668 GeGENe GEER eUGen Lun eee Vw eS 


BOr7OWe ’ 


She matter will be folloved up with the Crimtnal itutaton tororrot 
fm order that Ste acitee ect te recetued ao to what eddtttonal tnvestt- 
gative operattone the Criminal Liviston cestres from the Sureéatie 
im 3 . . : o, a . ¢ 3 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Bnited States Department of Justice 


LBN :GDC Washington, B. gc. 
june 23, 1943 













. Kichels 
Mr. Reses : 
Mr. Traey _ 
Mr. Careeon 
Mr. Barbe 
Mr. Hender 

Mr. MeGuire 
Mr. Memford___. 
Mr. Piper 
. Quinn Tamm _ 


ther—matters wi th le. Reom 
Mecame friends with Mr. Nease 
d spent several days Miss Beahm 

at Smith's home there. At that time Smith boasted to les Gan 

= of stirring up trouble with the Negroes in Detroyt yy 
Se contracts with the KKK and of anti-semitic stuff. 

.. Smith further boasted that he would get into power in 1948, that the 
“\ Republicans would take over in 1944 but they would not do a j 

‘ of cleaning Up, that he was going to keep after the Repuly 
—< they get in power and then in 1948 they would be ready 
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MEMORANDUM FOR VR., TOLSON 









While discussing 
today, he advised that 
Gerald L. K.OSmith up 













29 JUN 26 1943, 


: rie Bayt aed ag mn : 
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, at . is , 
2 = 
62-1, 3818 
| dune 29, 1943 : 
SAC, Kashington e 
es: ; GEEALD L. x. SUITH, was; 
i THE COMMITTEE GF ONE UILLIGN; 
de INTERNAL SECURITY; SEDITION. 
fe 3 Reference is nade to the resort submitted in convection with 
aia this case by Special Agent at Buffalo, New York, on 
dune 16, 1913. | 
= : \, , 
= The Bureau desires that the unceveioped iesd designated in : 
reference re,ort for the hashington Field Division be disrezarded at 
this time. 





Ag sgisinanst ALL INFOPM!TION CONTAINED 
~ HEREIN (S SNSLASSIFIED 2 
: DATE__lola/ee BYP s¢erme— 
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bof Mr Clege * JUN 29 1943 PM. 

+. 7 Mr. Coffey _ | 

Po > Mp. Glavin | TECERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

LE t owe. Ledd , | L. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Mr. Niebols 
Mr. Rosen 
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es Sea K, ITH, with aliases, 
‘LTTE OF ONE MILLION 


see 6 ae OF FACTS: Subject spoke at meeting 5/ 24/43 in Eagles 
_ Auditorium, Buffalo, New York, under auspices 

of the Economics League of Buffelo. JOSEPH 
H. STOFFEL presided, Approximately 300 in 
attendance, on speech subject referred to certain f 
govermmental officials as Bureaucratic Fascists; - ‘ 
asserted that some officials possess ambition to 
impose dictatorship in peace time; cited use of 
ration book 26 possible means of accomp]iskment; 
compared OPA to Gestapo; criticized United States 
ellies, Australia and Canada for no conscription 
laws; asserted United Nations Food Conference is 
peace conference; declared opposition to con- 
ecription of manpower and of women for service 
with armed forces: referring to burdens of United 
Soe States after the war and referring to war casualties, 
pee SIITH stated: "We will have one million injured or 
: = “i aN CONTAINED killed, or captured this year, one out of every two _ 

WN bow AT’ =i ernie overseas, according to reports from 
—RENES c FC ASSIFED ashington." Information concerning display of i 


r ternational Propagandist Flag and witnesses << 
Va Balhrorth, : 
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Letter from Detroit Meld Division to poae ioral 
Division dated vad n, 1943. 
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DETAILS: | AT BUFFALO, NeW YORK 





The reporting Agent was eee ata etnies at which on 
the subject spoke on May 24, 1943 at 8:P.M. in the Eagles Auditorlm, 
at the corner of Tupper and Pearl Streets, Buffalo, New York. Approxi- 
mately 300 person were in attendance, The meeting was held under the _ . 
auspices of the Economics League of Buffalo, JOSEPH H+STOFFEL, Presi- 
dent of the latter organization, presided, : 


The following individuals seated on the stage, in 
addition to the subject and his wife, were introduced STOFFEL as being: 


Dl okt Daw awmenve A DTICUTIADN iporTor Dae ntawn nf Reser ent abt ne am med él 
SLEAL JUV CL Cu etary peels ‘diddy £ENOUYL YL ULL Unurch, Gill VOC 


Reverend MICHAEL Ay. ‘SIETT, Pastor of i Aenes Church, both of Buffelo, 
New York, 


Mr, ‘STOFFEL presented Reverend ANSTETT as being an 
adherent of Father COUGHLIN and a former leader in the Bu‘falo area for 
the National Union for Sociel Justice, Reverend ANSTETT delivered the 
invocation, 


CHRATH FT, BW. SHIM ume intmdanrad he STORET, Aftar 
VISUAL dig dhe ARO dd Wom o dal VUE 


ed he Nal ede Seale af A Nel ls abe uathaled 


speaking words of praise for Father COUGHLIN, he, the subject, incited the 
audience to make a resolution calling for Father COUGELIN to break his 

silence and speak at Buffalo at unspecified future date, A motion was 
made to thie effect by WALTH2-SHEDZINSKI, a local labor leader in Buffalg. 


1 
It would ear +. ng of thie motion was pre- $ 
arranged, for, according t reporter for the Buffalo ae 
Evening News, the subject prior to the meeting that such 









a motion would be made, 


bend 


The subject began his speech by stating the fact that, 
although the present war has to be won, it is an issue of the past and the 
efforts of the America First Party are dedicated to the America of tamorrow. 
In this respect he declared himself opposed toia fourth term for the Presi- 
dent of the United States and advocated a constitutional amendment to restrict 
his tenure of office, 


The subject criticized the present Federal Government em 
officials, referring to them as Bureaucratic Fescists, asserting that sone 
of them possessed an ambition to take the United States into a peace time 
spetercrente after the war, citing the Sony nuns Ce of the war time oe 
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14-7 - Poe ae A 
during peace time and the use of the ration book as possible means 
of accomplishing their ambition, He eteted that the newspepers have 
already published statements of ¢fficiale that rationing might be 
continued after the present war. As further support to the abllity 

of inflicting control over the American people through the ration book, 
SMITH cited the testimony of HcHNARD BARUCH before a congressional 
committee in 1536, at which time, according to the subject, BARUCH 


testified thet people in time of war couid be controlled by the ration 
book, 


GERALD L, K, SMITH, in speaking further on the 
rationing problem, stated that it wis un-American and quoted fram a 
purported Washington, D, ©., newspaper article concerning a party given 
by BERNARD BARUCH for HARRY HOPKINS at $110.00 per person for food and 
drinks, and referred to an article ty a Chicago Tritume reporter that 
CLAUDE WICKARD, prior to rationing, had purchased for his father on his 
Indiana farm a huge icebox, which, upon inspection, contained 600 pounis 
of meat, 1,200 pounds of lard, and 500 powds of butter, which would keep 
from three to five years, The subject then stated: "A man like that 
should be in a Federal Penitentiary", He compared the Office of Price | 
Administration to the Gestapo for encouraging neighbors to squeal on one 
another, 


The subject, in discussing the plot to enslave the 
United States, quoted af length the article entitled "Gestapo" in the 
April 1943 issue of *Thaross and The Fiagi, a magazine reportedly founded 
by the subject. 


The present allies of the United States - England, 
Russias, etc. - STH stated should be used for military reasons only. He 
criticized Australia and Canada for not having conscription for the armed 
forces and stated; "Under the laws of those countries, unless the members 
of the armed forces volunteer, they can only be sent so far in battle; ' 
nae our boys have to continue on,* = 


’ gITTH stated that an article hed appeared in the Cutan 
ribais concerning information to the effect that a certain United States 
Senator had endeavored to vieit the United Nations Food Conference, hekd © 

in Virginia, but that he had not been admitted. The subject stated thet 

this conference is really a peace conference, guarded by American soldiers —— 
“forty-three nations planning things you are paying for, Just think of this . 
unholy spectade ~ 200 soldiers to see that no American gets in...,. Unless, 

of course, it is a military secret," 
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SMITH declared his eoecthiea to eee 

_ of manpower, asserting that under the proposed law a person could be 
sent to any part of the country, that it would amount to involuntary 
servitude, and could be used as a weapon against the people. The 
subject then steted: "If you want to join the WAACS, etc., do so", 
but further stated; "I am opposed to the encscriptton of women for 
services with the armed forces.® 


The article entitled “Sir WALTER VENNING'S PLAN" 
appeared in the October - Nowember issue, 1942, of ‘The Cross and The 
Flag" and was quoted at great length by the subject. 


In discussing the burdens the American people will 
have following the war and referring to the casualties following the 
war, SiTH stated; "There will be plenty. We will have one million in- 
jured or killed or captured this year.,.... This is one out of every two 
men serving overseas...., according to reports from Washington." 


Qo the invitations for the meeting there was printed 
the following: "A silk flag which the international propagandists would 
substitute for the Stars and Stripes will be exhibited." In this connect- 
ion the subject displayed to the audience for an instent before dropping 
it upon the floor and stamping on it, a flag approximately 18" x 24" in 
size, and designed in a manner similar to the flag of the United States 
with approximately thirteen alternating red and white stripes with a 
design of the British flag in place of the stars and the field of blue. 

A yellow star or similar figure was enbossed in the center of the section 
resenbling the British flag, 


: According to THOMAS BROWN, editorial writer for the 
Courier-Express, who examined the flag personally on the following day, the 
flag with the exception of the yellow star or figure was identical in 
design to the Cambridge flag, which was raised by George Weshington at 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, in 1776. The Cambridge flag, according to BROW, 
is composed of thirteen alternating red and white stripes with ~~ cmbined 
Gross of St, Andrew ani St, George in the Centon, ae 

GERALD L. K. SMITH announced at this meetin, ‘thet he 
vas to sale in the Elks Auditorium at Erie, Pa., on May 25, 1943. ok 
information wes conveyed to Detroit, Michigan, by teletype dated Mey 24 
1943. 
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J of these a 
individuals, with the exception a y were willing to testify eye 
' to all statements made by the subject, was not present for 
Ze a es the entire meeting, but is able to testify to the statement made by 


GERALD L, K. SMITH concerning casualties this year in the armed forces. = 


| It is the opinion of these individuals that, with the. Moe 

exception of the quotations made by the subject direct from the magazine, . 

¢ ‘The Cross and The Flag", his speech was extemporaneous and directed to STi. te 
. +. gl persons present,  % i ae ee ee re ee 
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UNDEVELOPED IRADS 


THE WASHINGTON FIELD DIVISION 
AT WASHINGTON, D, C. 


Will endeavor to ascertain from the OWI 


office if any Washington reports have been 
released to the effect that wer casualties 


° for this year will amount to one million or 
@ ratio of one out of every two men serving 
overseas, ; 
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Re: Report of Speciel Agent coe ma ol 
dated June 16, 1943 at ralo, New York 


entitled: "GERALD Le K. SMITH, with eliases, 
THE COMITTE OF ONE MILLION; INVERNAL SECURITY, 
SEDITION ,@ 


) _ 


n ins t report as the poss ity 
exists of having to use this individual as an infor- 
mant for future meetings, 
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MEMORANDUM FOR Mh, JAMES ROWE, JR. 


THE ASSISTANT TO PH ATTONNEY GENERAL 
Attention: Mr. C. EZ khette 


Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases; 
THE COMMITTEE OF OKE MILLION; 
INTERNAL SECURITY; SEDI?PION. 


For your information, there is tranamitted herewith a co.y 
of a report submitted in connection with the investigation of this cese 
by Special Agent at Buffalo, New York, on June 16, 1943. 


Very truly yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 


eee b “a Director 


ALL INFORMAT:ON CONTAINED 
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Bnited States Department of Sustice 




















_ Mer. Ladd 
Washington, B. ¢. Mr. Niebols 
Mr. Boses 
June 25, 1943 Mr. Tracy 
. Mr. Carson 
Mr. Coffey 
Av, 7 Mr. Hendos 
5 hie Mr. Kramer 
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. D. ¥F. LADD _ Mr. McGuire 
| © AB \ Mr. Harbo 
Res Gerald Le K. Smith; Mr. Quinn Tamm 
Internal Security ~ G, Tele. Room a 
, Sedition . Mr. Nease 


oN | Miss Beehm 
| eras Miss Gandy 


Pursuant to your instructions, I contacted the office of Mr. James 
McInerney in the Criminal Division for the purpose of making arrangements 
whereby Supervisor eee could confer on the mormming of June 25th 
relative to the fut ative steps in both of the captioned cases. 
You will recall it was suggested that the Supervisor handling these cases 
should confer with the appropriate representatives in the Criminal Division 
on these cases during the conversation which Mr. Tamm had with the Attorney 
General. 





It was learmed that Mr. McInerney is presently out of the city and 
will not return until the morning of June 26th. I talked to Mr. Edmond 
Doyle of the Criminal Division in view of li. McInerney's absence and he 
stated that he would be greatly appreciative if the Bureau would wait until 
the morning of June 26 in order that Agent could discuss both of 
these cases personally with Mr. McInerney. e this request in view of 
the fact that both cases are under the personal supervision of Mr. McInerney. 


a a di a Sa 





re Doyle | was advised that Mr. McInerney would be contacted on the 


weet hn mando Paw on wale 
morning of June 26th in order that arrangements could be made for Agent 


Henratty to confer with Mr. McInerney and any other Departmental repre- 
sentatives concern is a CaSe&Ss 


AVL INFORMATION ly Respectfully, 


Fue tte 


RN gia Wa Soh uct / 
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CONF ; 
GERALD L,K, SMITH, WAS, okt SECURITY G,  INFORMA- 
TION RECEIVED TODAY FROM THAT SMITH 1S TO ARRIVE b2p 
IN WASHINGTON ON FRIDAY NEX PURPOSE OF MEETING WITH DIES 
COMMITTEE, SMITH TO REGISTER AT STATLER HOTEL AND INTENDS TO 


MEET WITH SENATOR REYNOLDS FRIDAY ARTERNOON, PURPOSE OF TRIP 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY. GENERAL 


Rei GHRULD LX, SUITE 


, i 


ut thas’ vatavedoe: 4a acls We. gour becuse Anquan aot oer 
_ late correspondence concerning thie individual, - J 


oe = For your further information, I wish to advise thet it has 
= ; been learned from a highly confidential source of information thet 
Suith plans to some to Washington, D. C., on Friday, July 2, 1943, re- 
portedly for the purpose ef meeting with the Dies Committee, According 
to this source of information, Smith will register at the Statler Hotel, 
and intends to meet with Senator Robert Reynolds sometine Friday after- 
noon prior to his contact with the Dies Comittee, 





@nith's purpose in connection with his reported intention to 

meet with the Dies Committee and Senator Reynolds is not knom, tut it 
: is possible that it may heve soue connection with or bearing on the recent 
(nl race riot at Detroit. The Buresu has previously been advised by a highly 


i $f confidential source of information thet on June 25 last, Smith, at Detroit, 
ae | contacted Senator Reynolds at Washington, suggesting that it night be well 


att for Congressman Dies to cause en investigation te be conducted of the race 
ae Fiot at Detroit. On this occasion Suith reportedly requested that Dies be 
contacted and told that Communists in Detroit were "scared to death" for 
oa, feer Dies would proceed to Detroit for an investigation of the riot. 
eres he Suith allegedly commented that *Reds® in Detroit were trying to blame the 
Se ae _Flot on good people such as Henry Yord and hinself. 


$5 ens You will reeall that data concerning this ee be- 
_, __ teen Baith and Senator Reynolds was set forth on page 23 of -a menoranden 
‘fcently furnished you conseraing the Sse of the. face stot oi tuntion 










taba ~ . 
eieeein of Ne, Rosen ...-.--..-- 


- 
IARI Mr. Tracy .....----e. 
Geiser 4 
okh ‘ 
ye 
= 24. 


Mr. Carsu@ ool .a. 


78 
! 
hte", 
are 
yo 
14 
xe 
ue 
es 


Jobn Béger Hoover 


ca ae a : " et > Mr. James Rowe, Jr. 
ns Se EER The Assistant to the Attorney Ggneral 
er ‘ Mr. Wendell Berge 
een pa ssistant Attorney General 
*. rum 1943. ee 








we 2 cae = Je tga BO eee oe eS 
ee : rs cht Fe : a : lL a c pias gh mS « ae i cee aos 
we Oh ie wa Sean We Vl gs on kee ste ee og ee a BF pete MOR: ge See Oo ee 
i a ead RO SOS Se a ae Nee am eG Se hel ah Petia 





. ean cei natn ERE We te 
A : aor ag Sie pea tebe yf 
wry, ta i : He ok ae ae 
a - gs! ‘ ty eas 
. z ee re. 6 a ‘ 
ee ae a a ie en nS ST. oe a 
, me 7 ae Sg 4 ae as 
be ee * 
3 


Federal Bureau of Investigation — 

Rnited States Department of Justice 

| Washington, B. C. 
WAY 31 1543 


MEYVORANDUM POR THE ATTORVEY 


” JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 





INFORMATION CONTAINED 
MIF GASUASSIFIED 


» DATE se/efee Bikers, 


Reference is made to your memorandum of 










May 28, 1943, concerning 
Gerald Saith of Detroit and one described as being thirty. }97¢ 
: three years of age and a resident of e1tne roit or Cleveland. You will - 
Fecall you stated that the President telephoned you on May 27, 1943, requesting ¢ 
: that the Bureau make an investigation of Smith and that he be informed as to 
| the draft status oy ‘ 
Smith is usually referred to as Gerald L. K. Soith and for several | : 
yeare has been a resident ofA troit where he has been active in comnection with 
an organisation known as “"Tiz\Committee of One Million.® Last fall he was an 4 
unsuccessful candidate for the United States Senate and since December, 1942, he y 
has been principe} y concerned with an effort to establish a third political ‘ 
party known as tnRumerios First Party, a. 
During recent months Smith has sade a number of ‘, 


cook 
1 
yor 


PA 
tbe 
ae 
an ony 
7a rr 
re. oat 
er . 


a 1. 
aoa ded 
eo: ay 
or 2 


sory 31 
Fem 4. 
i 








_ 7 ; 
a 2 ae a 
ie 
; ¥ 

. ~~” 

¥~£ 

q op ® 

van le 
. “4 
wt ging 
rp ee TET Oe RE 
pate eer 
Peete 
mht aoe 
ESA 
™. 





\ 


o 
? 


Se 


a 


1 


de oe 
. Sie or; ‘ 
fe Tar 
Det i P? 
oe, Saas 4 oe 
oe, ae : 3 
q . Diet ne ae bak i, od 
re eat 5 ae Na t 
wo Sp 
ae a2) . 


mA 


4 
cad 
pos 


public speeches, 
attempting to gain support for this Party and during the course of these 


speeches has frequently attacked the Administration, alleging that it has 

seized on the exergency created by the war in an effort to develop a dictatorial 
form of Government. He has also criticized what he is disposed to characterise 
as the Governnent's efforts to reduce the United States to a mere entity in . 
@ great international state dominated by Great Britain. Despite such assertions, 


he has been careful to profess loyalty to the war effort and has urged his 
following to give loyal support to the war effort. | 


\ 


Since the early part of 1942, the activities of Saith have received 
very close and continuous investigative attention by the Bureau. Ris background, . 
Fesources and associates have been closely examined and all of his public Pig ge 
speeches since the fall of 1942 have been covered. As @ supplement to such {-:, - 
investigative attention a technical surveillance has been in effect since May, 1942. 
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od eveloped has been referred to the Criminel ay fae 
«~ Division end to Mr. James Rowe, Jr., but Mr. Rowe's office has stated that _ fy 
ith's activities and statements to date are not sufficient to justify een Vee 
x /prosecution. However, the investigation is being continued wabated, according 7 | 
to certain suggestions advanced by ir. Rowe, and reports af ‘i-oth | Lea 
Di” as received, are being referred per seared va 4 
With reference te the report that oni 8 wace Urmatemonrts, 
UY| that people not pay their income taxes, you sre advised that © OES 
:j has been received indicating that Suith has made such statetenty either 
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during the ao:rse of personal conversations or during his pudlic epecobes, .. 
is mon ) that the Treasury Depertnent ip inesticating the income tax returns 


maue bY Saath quiring 153, a9J7 and L9G, Gy WVU Me UE VEVeLUypoOU Ww 


suggest that Suith has attempted to counsel evasion of the inccse tex lazs. 


be ee ee 1923, an inquiry was recelyed from the President con- 
ss cerning Suith and subsequently, ee eee ee ee 
forth pertinent date as to Smith's back:round and the resuite of the investicat‘on 
as to him was referred to the office of the President. For your infornstion I 
am attaching coples of that mosocrandas, 


Concernine tha individial desienatad a Se 44 42 baw 


ess lieved that the reference is toll ormry active in 


setian Front activities et Hes fork, and now a resident of Chicam, Tilincis, 
beon under investigation by the Burogu for mors than teo ynars 
your information, » ¢ an transmitting herewith copies of a manorandun 


nis &. .t..._. 


eeneeratne his background anc activitics. 
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Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, as is 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) sg py DO a with no segregable 


material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) _.-- 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies): 


sans the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 
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June 2, 19.3 
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDMET 


You telephoned me on Nay 27th, suggesting that J investigate . 





GKRALD L. K. SMITH, of Detroit, who is alleged to have been telling people 


not to pay their income taxes; o/ now & resident of: 


Chicago, as to the latter's drift status. | ie 

Smith, during recent months, has made speaches to getn support of | 
his party, the America First Party, and has acer the ‘administration. ‘He. | 
is careful to protess loyalty to the war effort at the sane time. Since the : 
early part of 1542his activities have received continued anvestlcebixs | 
attention by the F. B. I. The Treasury Deparment is investigating his 
income tax returns from 1938 to 1940 inclusive; mat nothing has been 
developed to suggest that Smith has attempted to counsel an evasion of the 3 
income tax laws, . 

On March 31, 1943, an answer to an inquiry from you, a summary 


menorandun was sent to you with respect to Smith's background and the results 


of the investigation. $A copy of that memorandum is enclosed. 


Wi: been under investigation for nore than two years. 
I enclose a memorandum with respect to hia background and activities 7 J : 
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e Mr. Clegg 
Rederal Bureau of Investigation Mr. Coffey _ 
‘ Mr. Glavi 
| Anited States Bepartment of Justice : a nary : 
Sr . &. Mr. Niechols_ 
oF ATIKLW Washington, B. € aie bees 
oe June 28, 1943 _ Ma. Traey 
Mr. Carson 
Mr. Harbo_- 
. Mi, Hendon 
MEMORANDUM FOR MWR. LADD Mr, VeGuire__ “ 
Mr. Mumford 


Mr. Piper ss 


Mr. Quinn Tamm. 

For record purposes tt may be noted that on June 25, 19435 Tale. Room 
the Attorney General requested I call at his office at which Mr. Nease 4 
time he indicated that the President was most anxious to have wie, Beahm 1 Y 


"some prompt and vigorous action taken against Gerald L. &. se Gand 
" “Smith ond Si, aaa 


o. I pointed out to the Attorney General that the Bureau had bee 
- , covering Smith's activities for a period of several years and had 
bt % Submitted voluminous reports to the Criminal Division in the Depar 


c= which had not taken any action thereupon. ointed out that the same 
| ettuatton extsted with reference to [nial 
an 


C) 



















The Attorney Gener c 

i 

B 

| | € 

I told the Attorney General that I thought someone in the Department - 
should review all of the reports which the Bureau has heretofore sub- L 
mitted upon these tndtutduals and determine whether some action could not ¢ 
be taken. Mr. Berge in the Criminal Diviston stated that he would re- B c 
assign these cases in the Criminal Division at once for this purpose tt 
zx 





fhe Attorney General requested that the Bureau: 


1. Determine the status of the Internal Revenue dried 


tnvestigation of Gerald L. KX. Smith's tnconme 
tar returns. 


2. Determine what connection, if any, 
Ahad with the Ku Klur Klan. 
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3. Determine what, if any, connection 
with the recent race rtotse in Detr 
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Memorandum for Mr. Ladd 


4. Deternine whether the Governor of Michigan 
tntended to initiate Grand Jury proceedings 
for the purpose of deternining the facts 
with reserence to the race riots in Detrott. 
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Very truly yours, 


Edward A. Tamn. 
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Bniteh States Benartment of Justice Mr. Nichols 
Mr. Rosen 
. Bashington, B. ¢. ur. Trey ac 
Mr. Carson 
June 26, 1943 . Mr. Coffey 


Mr. Hendos 
Mr. Kramer 
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INTERNAL SECURITY; SEDITION Miss Gandy 
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Pursuant to your instructions and the request recently made of lr. Tamm 
by the Attorney General, Supervisor Jofthis section has conferred 
with tr. J. HN. McInerney of the Crim vision of the Department concerning 
these two Cases.” This conference began today at 1330 P.i. and extended for an 
hour and forty-five minutes, During this period lr. Hanratty, at Mr. McInerney's 
request, furnished the latter with detailed information concerning the results 
of the recent investigation in these cases, 





ay at 


44 


Concerning the Smith case, lir. McInerney stated t vision 
has not been following the case accurately since the first of the present year 
inasmich as beginning about January 1, 






2 eer = 


assumed supervision of the case. However, Mr. McInerney was generally familiar 
with the nature of the investigation and during the course of his conversation 
referred specifically to the three phases of the case: that is, the sedition © 
phase, the possible OPA regulation violation phase, and the Federal Corrupt 
Practices Act angle. 


RECORDED cory Fy AA 








With regard to the sedition phase of the case, Mr. McInerney asked 
Supervisor ae nature of the information which additional investigation 

has developed. He was informed in detail of Snith's spee activities and 
his publication efforts in connection with his magazine "ThAfross and the Flag.* 
All of this data has, of course, been set forth in reports which have been furnished 
to Mr. Rowe. On appraising Srith's activities in this regard and at the conclusion 


of this portion of the conversation Ir, McInern ressed the opinion, in conformity 
with memoranda which have previously been received from Vr. Rowe, that Smith appears | 


to be well advised as to how far he can po under the Sedition Statutes and tha 


actionable statenents, elther written 
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that in October, 19h2, Smith openly boasted that a short time previously he 

had wilfully and purposefully violated the 35 miles per hour speed regulation — 
by motoring from Pontiac to Detroit at varying speeds approaching 60 miles per 
hour on certain occasions. Smith openly bragged about this accomplishment, 
defied authorities to proceed against him, and stated that he had taken the 
action to show that "bureaucratic regulations" could not be imposed on the 
American people. Pertinent information in this regard was at the time furnished 
to the Criminal Division which advised that no Federal violation had been incurred 
inasmuch as at the time of Smith's trip no Federal Statute enforcing the speed 
regulation was in effect. During the conference Ir. HeTnemey referred to this 
angle of the case and stated that the Criminal Division recently re-examined 
it but again concluded that no action could be taken against Smith. _—_—S 


With reference to the possible OPA regulation violation, you will recall 





Concerning the Federal Corrupt Practices Act phase of the case, you will 
recall that several months ago the Special War Policies Unit of the Department 
requested the Bureau to Investigate Suith's activities in connection with his 
candidacy last summer for United States Senator. The Special War Policies Unit 
particularly requested that the statements filed by Smith, showing his contributors, 
with the local election commission be secured and that it be otherwise determined 
whether Smith has complied with the provisions of the Federal Corrupt Practices 

Act and the Michigan General Election Law in connection with his campsign. The 
statements and data requested by the Special War Policies Unit has been secured 

and sent to the Department, and in this regard Mr. McInerney stated that he was 

not familiar with this angle of the case or the possibilities involved inasmch as 
this: particular mattey is wider consideration by the Special War Policies Init. 
However, ven Mo out that in one of his statements Smith has 
refused to iden the source of a $1500 contribution as required by the Michigan 
General Election Law, Mr. McInerney expressed considerable interest and stated 

that he would take up this phase of the case in detail with the Special War Policies 









Unit. 


further pointed out that according to information received 
by the Bureau the Treasury Department has completed its investigation of Smith's 
financial activities, Mr. McInerney stated that he was aware of this and had 
further been informed that the Treasury Department's investigation had failed to 
show any irregularities. He stated that the Department expected a complete 
report on this investigation in the near future and that the Criminal Division 
might request the Bureau to make some inquiries if it appears that some of 


Smith's contributions may have emanated directly or indirectly from Axte-in 
or influenced individuals or organizations, 


4 
oe Ue 


pte 


Mr. McInerney stated that he intended to secure the file conc n 
Smith which is presently in kr, Rhetts' possession, and after conferring with the 
War Policies Unit concerning the Federal Corrupt Practices Act phase of the _ 

case would probably commmicate with the Bureau requ 


id probal municave with the Bureau requesting additional investigation 
iiin::: Division may, on the basis of the file review, deem necessary., 
promptly as s 









told Mr. McInerney that these additional requests will be acted on 
oon as a memorandum is received, 
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Concerning the 
fairly familiar with 
this case in the C 


case, -kr. McInerney commented that he is 
vities inasmuch as he has perso followed 
moe: He stated that he knows that 







has to date failed to engage in any activities which would 

justify. 8 prosecution. He Indicated, however, that he intended to give this 

case further consideration and that he contemplates corresponding with the Bureau 
er as to certain other investigation which may be deemed necessary. 

of course, informed Mr. McInemey that the Bureau will be glad to 


receive any additional suggestions as to investigation deemed necessary and that 
such suggestions will be promptiy carried out. 


opinion 







crinioll have been very carefully followed by the Bureau but tha 


It is of interest to note that at the conclusion of the interview 


Mr, McInerney told that he intends to write a memorandm for the 
Attorney General concern Smith case pointing out that although the Bureau 
has devoted this matter exhaustive investigative attention, nothing has been 
developed to date on which to predicate prosecutive action against Smith. Mr. 
KcInerney stated that in his memorandum he would inform the Attorney General that 
the case will continue to receive close attention by the Criminal Division and 
the Bureau and that if anything significant is developed, consideration will be 
given to immediate prosecution. Mr. McInerney did not indicate that he was 
preparing a menorandum for the Attorney General on th case. 


Actione 






As soon as additional memoranda concerning these cases are received 
from the Criminal Division, the suggestions set forth therein will be given 
immediate investigative attention and both of these cases will in the future 
as in the past several months be followed very closely. 


Respectfully, 
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There is something about the oynicism of New York labor ieadate which turns 





them into sophisticated provinoials who believe that their strength in the big city 
makes them immume to the campaigns which have been orippling unions in outlying stat: 
They have paid scant notice to the spread Christian American Association 
laws which heve placed tmions under the control of many stetec. They have virtually 
ipnored Gerald £. Smith, gaiecapscintea successor to Charles Coughlin, despite Smith’ 


success among the hundreds of thousands of Southerners who flocked to Detroit war jol 


The New Yorkers have skimued Oo boring reports of the progress of the 


th said at Town’ Hell two weeks ago that h: 
colleazues hoped to meke this dill permenmnt postwar legislation. 

Now the bill has been passed by the Senate and the ‘House and is in conference, 
We wonder how many New York labor leaders have read through the proposed lew, How 
many know, for example, that it prohibits wions teen making politioal contributions 
elections for federal offices? This would virtually keep the American Labor Party ov 


of the 1944 presidential campaign. 

How mony. know that they would be required to mike public an eucthec. list of 
their members; that no strike could be called until 350 days notice was given end a 
seoret ballot of workers was taken; and that one clause in in effect suependa. tae Vation 


Labor Relations act and the Norris-LaGuardia i eZ ete 


spontaneous strike. 






ee +6 m7 ae ae 4 
eee Wartime: ts proving a Roman holiday for the’ profeseipne1 end amate 


of Labore For example, in recent weeks a series of ddeturhandes have 8 read 


some wer ae in protest against the hiring and upgrading of HOED2oRs Producti on 
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of Rolls-Royce aircraft engines was stopped at Packard lest week when Ku Flux Klen 





elements proved a walkout after three Negroes were given machinists! jobs, 

This is skilled provocation designed to stall war production and feed eneny 
propagendistse News of enti-Necro strikes is pleyed by Berlin end tokio broedensts 
as demonstrations by American workers against all colored races. This does the 
Allied cause little good in North Africa and the Orient. | 

eee 8 

In the meantime, Gerlad Snith, long a cSeweetend eneny of the CIO, has been 
building th&Qmerica First Partye Late in Mey some of his agents arranged a mass 
meeting of war workers for him in Buffalo. 

Mention of Coughlin, Senztors Nye end Theeler, Repe Fish and Charles A. Lindbe: 
drew stormy applause, whistles and footstamping. A resolution was unanimously adopte 
to urge Coughlin to come to Buffalo to speak. Smith boasted thet he had meetings 
scheduled for Chicago, Pt. Wayne, Indianapolis, Detroit and other mid-western cities. 


The offensive of Smith and his colleegues in high places'has started. The lab 


m4 y 
up on the nation's sandlots--you cannot beat the other team without organizing a bett 


bell clubd of your own. 
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There ig a dismaying lack of curiosity among labor men over the growing strengi 
of the America First Party which wes started by a man who for e while made a specialty 
of attempting to smash the CIO in the automobile and rubber Saueeiys 

This mn Gerald L. Ke Smith, is being di emissed by cynics es one . Be m=ny 


would-be men on horseback who should be leughed at instead of worried over. | Maybe. 


Put Smith has carefully brought into his Ameriaa First 


a 


rtiw man 
me Me 
haters, isolationists and disappointed politicos who have little use for the New Deal 


end less ofr labor, 
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For exemple, Martin Lageifeoney was an isolationist Congressman from Cleveland 





last year. he was defeated. Om May 11 he spoke at an Amerioa First Party relly in 
Detroit. | | - os 

Qn May 24 Smith harancued a orowd in Buff,lo's Eagle Yall, "If ine tes old 
parties continue to give us Roosevelt and Wilkie, then we shell be forced to put @ m 
in the field such as Lindbergh," he shouted. 

The highlight of thet meeting came when Smith tore from his pocket a red and 
White striped flag. In the spot where the blue starry field is on the present Americ: 
fleg, it had the Union Jack. Waving the banner, Smith insinuated that the New York 
firm was already prepared for the internationalists' merger of the U. 8. and Britain, 
New York, to Smith's followers generally, is synonymous to "Jews", 

Smith then threw it to the floor and jucped wildly up and down on it while the 
eudienoe, which had previously cheered Charles Coughlin, stamped and whistled its 
er ihey believed Smithts statement that the flag was the New Dealers' and 
British "imperialists" substitute for the Stars and Stripes. 

However, the flag which Smith was pouncing upon wes replica of the flag which 
first was réised over General George Yeshington'’s headquarters at Cambridge, Mass., 
in January 1776; the flag which Weshington's troops carried when they marched into 
Boston after the British evacuated in March 1776; the flag which the Continental army 
used until the adoption of the Stars and Stripes a year after the Declaration of 


Independence. 


The Head of the Americanism Committee of the auerete American tartons ae 





on the overmasit and our allies. Smith threatened to have Wamsley thrown out of the 


hall, 


There were no others hhere to protest Smith's attack on our history, tradition 


end war effort. Yet Buffelo is the center of intense war production, There are many 


strong CIO and AFL unions there. ‘The CIO Mhited automobile Workers, which has its 
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national headquarters in Smith's home olty of Detroit, hes a young and militent leade 


ship in Buffalo. 
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Yet few are challenging Smith's statements in Buff,lo, or the soore of other 


war industry cities where he and his lieutenants are attacking our war leaders, 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


WB: FS118H oo WASHINGTON, D.C. 
146- 28-45 July 1, 1945 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Re: Gerald L. K. Smith 


Reference is made to our 
on this subject, 
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f It has been noted that among, Sutth's financial 
backers there is listed one 
aw It is desire e Bureay ascer 8 | 





In the Criminal\Division's memorandwm dated Decem- 


ber 9, 1942, it 
identity of one 
connection with 






that you attempt to ascertain the 
and the nature of her 
me he was established in New 


York. This lead appears not to have been covered to date, The 


Criminal Di on now has information thet this woman's given 
name wa that she contributed financially to Smith, 
end that s s a contact between him and some of the Axis 


embassies. It is requested that an-endeavor be made to ascertain 


whether this informatio is based on facte 


‘Respectfully, 
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_ 1 Yromr Je Edcar Hoover ~ Director, Federal Burem of Investigation 
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Pursuant to your request that 
as to the nature of ber comection and 


attention to the report sub<itted 
a at Hew York, Sew York, on 
on pages eleven and twelve of 


of an interview with 


oe “gy copy of Spectal agent SRE report 4s forwarded with this 
: memorandum for your information, 
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Federal Burcan of Investigattan 
Mnited States Departurent of Justice 
Washington, B. C. 
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Jane 0, 1943 Mr, Cs. 
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Virector, FBI 


Kez GERALD LYMAN Kenney eaaTH, With Aliases 

TTEE OF 1,000,000 

INTzidsAL SECUXITY = G : 
CUSTODIAL AETENTION ; , 





SEDITION ” ; 

i 

Dear Sir: 
In connection with the above-entitled case, drfangemehts } 


were made a few weeks ago, as I advised the Bureau telephonically, to 
have an individual known to the Detroit Office attempt to obtain em 









have also been made for contacts to be maintained 
the Detroit Field Office. 


outside the 


The name o 


In the future, all information received from this Informant 
will be designated as aNne been received from 






I wish to point out at this time that this Informant is 
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ae . , ~ ~“e 
< oe letter to the Director June 30, 1943 
ij - Re: GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, Was . _~ 
f 
Fat of b29 
aa Unless advised to the contrary, information received from 
an this Informant will be set forth in report form as having been received 
from 


Very truly yours, 


mre JOHN S. BUGAS, SAC 
2=1126 
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570 , 
Tolgpn 
gE. keSfsire 
Clogs Reference is nade to 
Cot ma your letter dated | 
, siereké Lyman Kenneth Srith, seat irpeaeyaoich = ‘y | 
al Detenti above named individual 50 
€ 
—_—— oe ae 
ia 2 ere requested to furnish the Bureau with background -informati ¢ 
e “3 oF ~ ae on 
Caregy m-~sorrtnete ete Sie information regarding her ralation- bD< 
Harbo__| COMMUNICATIONS ON . So o2 ss a 





Hendon 


Mumford haa 11 nN Very truly yours,” 
Starke 11943 P.M. 
Quinn 7 eee i 


Nease DERAL BUREAU OF IAVESTIGATION 








Mise Gandy U. & DEPARTMENT QA JUSTICE 
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aia 
D LYMAN xennern “Sur, with aliases CUSTODIAL DETENTION - G 
_, THE COMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION SEDITION 
“yy 


h ‘Camp Butner, North Ca 
vi advised that 
left that base Apr » 1943, for the Army Air 


Base, Lake Charles, Louisiana. 





pi’ 





DEFERRED RECO RD: 
- RUC - “. io NG 

~ Fp wo pl 
Report of Special Agent Washington,’ Di. Co, dated 


May 6, 1943 RMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 


AT DURHA, NORTH CAROLINA: 


e Charles, Louisiana. “Referenced report cot 7 
out ;: lead to contact to ascertain whether he hed any . ‘ 
knowledge concerning the subject and his background. 


Inasmuch as referenced report indicates that the New Orleans Field 
Division received copies of the report, it is not deemed necessary to restate 
further any facts in this case. 


. © REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT: - 
(s)- Bureau 
2 = Detroit (62-1126) . 


2 - New Orleans 
2- Charlotte 4 cof 








wD \ 


ae A SGT, 
te ~ oat ¥ 
Stns ja 
ho keto aweet i . 
‘ We ane ,* a 
we att ° rae 
Pe ge cd 
eee Po 1 
scp wos - 
plese. ee . aha : 
ae dity > eimai Ae : 
Pee a der : af oeve + “6 
iece . 
Loe : oe 5 eh et ateeganaihea alec we 
: . . aed : os an z Se cate = we Ss tae . f 
* a H 








ase 
< So se - 
- 
a“ 
ie i 
ame ~~ 
ee 
-~ ‘*, 
b-=- 











me eet | : 4 
Charlotte 100-3636 
UNDEVELOPED LEADS: 


“ * ‘ 


S FIELD DIVISION at Lake Charles, Louisiana, will <p72c 
contact 925th Air Base Security Unit, and ascertain whether 
he has any knowledge concerning the subject and his background. 
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eg ae y ORIGINATED AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


RATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR 
WrHich MADE 
Bore ene coe 55,19, 20-45 J 


G LYMAN KENNETH aa Wise 
MAOITTES OF ONE MILLION 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Article by HENRY L. MENCKEN concerning subject appeared 
' dm Baltimore Sun July 16, 1956 on ococtsion of epeech 
at Townsend Convention in Ch velend. Sub> ot Gls. 
mentioned in MR. MENCKENts recent book entitled, * Heathen | 
Day s = . oe aL: a TG 















ape Se ©, 


eues (DERRAN AT 7 ae 4 


REFERENCE: Report of Special Acent dated May 6, 
1943 at Wachington, D. Ce : b7 


DETAILS s eee. Information Bureau, Sun Hewspaper, 
ry eo Bide available the filee of MR. HENRY 

LMM CKEN' s artioles in the Library of the paper. It 
wis found that no index reference was mide to the subject 
and that the articles were so numerous that it was impractic 
able to search €1] of them without some information as to 
the possible date of the arttote peserres ba in the 

reference report. 





at the Enooh Pratt: Public Library, $3 Chnare) Maryland, 
@ copy of HENRY Le MENCKEN's recent book ° Heathen Days ° 
was scoured. This was published by ALFRED A. KNOPF at 
New Tork bes end contains a ehapter entitled, * Beatters of 
dere *, At Pages 294098 mR. MENCKEN writes of ee 
L. Ke SMITH as follows; 





& 












Be first heard of him at the Townsend Convention ‘at ‘Cle vel 
in 1956 and at that time wrote the Sun Paper at Baltinore, 
“ Hie speech wes @ magnificent amalgam of etch and every 
Ame ricen species of rabble-rousing with embellishments.” 





5 - Buresu WECSIAEC 
2-petrolt = tires DiATzi 
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Word ei the Algonquin Indi ens and the Cosseoks of the oo ? Tenn” 
the keyboard fromthe sofest scbs ani gurgles to the most earaplitting hoops ed 
= howls and when it. was over the 9000 Delgates simply laid beck in their 7 

pews and yelled. ® 


MR. MENCKEN says ® eer in ay lite in truth have rerver heard @ more 
effective speech. ° 


A fow weeks later he writes that he heard SMITH give an even more 

ressive exhibition of his pomre at the convention of REVEREND CHARLES 
in le veland 

8. UGHLIN c Wie. : 

MR. MENCKEN states * When GERALD came to Cleveland it was in the huable 

Tole of a follower of the late EUEY LONG, jobless since HJEY'S mrder 

on September 10, 1955 but when he cleared out after his two specohes it 

was in msg lofty character al the Greatest rabble-wrouser since Peter The 

Herait. * 


In the Library of the Sun Paper in Baltimore, Mary lend, the fils of HENRY L, 

MENCKEN's articles were again exemined and the article referred to in the 

referenco® report was found to have been published on July 16, 1936—. he 

headlines of this article weres; “ REVEREWD GERALD SMITH STARS AT TOMNSEMD 

CONVENTION IN RABBLE-ROUSING TALA ", * LATE HUEY LONGS LIEUTEWANT EXCORIATES 
; MEW DEAL, JIM FARLEY AND YOUNG PROFESSORS a NINE THOUSAXD DELEGATES re 
; "ROOSEVELT MEN DEMAND CHANCE fo ANSWER tT . 





- This article estates that the theme of SMITH*S talk was not the sirme of 
. the Townsend Plen but the villanies of the New Deal. 


= A desoription of SMITH andi his ebilities as a speaker are set wt in the 
a artiole and these are similar to those coments mde in MR. MENCKEN'S booke 
cae The article further desoribed SMITH as Chief of crs BY the late WET LONG 
ae and now holding ee eane eS under Eos = SED. 
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Ce BREN UXCLASSIFIED 4 
ys aarp sapstlee BYPeae 
Ret_Oerald L. Ky Brith, The = = fe 
Dcawmittee of One Milling © ' . 
Internal Security - Sedition © 
: You will recall that both the President and the 


‘Attorney General have in recent weeks evidenced &” continuing 
interest in this case, ee 7 aia ee oh ae 
es, % On March 25, 193 the President addressed a memorandur to yu 
| Pequesting inforuation concerming the subject's beckground and the nature °- 
of any investigation conducted as to Smith. In reply to this, on March nu, 
1943, Mr. MeIntyre was furnished with a detailed memorandux eonceming ; 
Smith's beckground end current activities, Ine cover letter 1t was pointed 
out to Kr. McIntyre that although Suith bus been uncer careful investigstion 
for more than a year and all of his apeeches and writings, as well es his 
activities, have been covered during this period, the Department on considere~ 
tion of the evidence developed has stated that this individul's activities 
to date do not appear to warrant prosecution under any Federal statute. Mr. 
KeIntyre was further informed that the case would continue to receive vigorous 
Pm ‘ - -  dnvestigative attention and that all information developed would be appropristely 
ces 





a,, furnished to the Departaent for an opinion as to possible prosecutive action, - 
: t ~v!/ Por your information « ¢ony of the sumary secoranthe= furnished Mr, McIntyre, | 






‘of which is fully reflective of Suith's activities to March M1, 1943 and is 
' 2 representative of activity engaged in by Smith since that date, is attached, 
ty mee 
Bxy 








Cy Subsequently, on May 28 last, the Attorney Generel addressed a 
baer ww memorandum to the Bureau stating that he had ewevesved & 
co J: - - the President on the previous day concerning Gnith and a? 
virfcins....0f Gnicago, Illinois, who, you will recall, is the subjec jor another ce 

ia lost... getlys- sedition investigation. The President was apparently interested La ef 

oy status of these two inve s rtaent and particularly” *-. 

Teqieated information as to _ Pursuant to the Attorney | 
i -. General's request, detailed mesoranda concern cones Were Incadietely 
1c. Tirry ..... forwarded to the Attorney General and, ef course, he was advised that Kr, Rowe's 

= See fr. Cason ... Office, which at the ema tne the feith cace, and the: Crininal © ck, 
wenger bx: co... DAvielen, handling the case, hed indicated} 
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Menorandws for the Director . Ay Oo a Be “ 


‘Batter, on June last, the Attorney General: tetephontealty ¢ contacted 
Wr. EB, S, Tamm, advising hat the President had again communicated with him 
requesting that these es be given close attention, with the view of early 
inetituting any prosecufive action possible under existent statutes. The | 
Attorney General stated he thought it would be helpful to arrange a conference. 
between the attorney in the Criminal Division ha.dling these cases, and the | 
Bureau supervisor intimately acquainted with the investigations. He indicated 
be felt thet as a result of such a conference the Criminal Division could 
perhaps become more accurately acquainted with factual data and would be 
in a better position to analyse the cases and perhaps to make further peumente: 
of the Bureau for additional a alae 


Pursuant to this request, the conference - Was neta on dune 26 last 
between Kr. James McInerney, Chief of the National Defense Unit of the 
Criminal Division, and the Buresu supervisor handling theese cases. With 
reference to the Soith case, Mr. McInerney pointed out that the Criminal 
Division was not conversant with ell of the late developments, inasmich as 
mtil recently the case has been followed in the Department by an attorney 
assigned to Mr. Rowe's office. He therefore requested detailed information 
concerning investigation carried out during the last eight or nine months. 

In view of the ramifications of the case, the discussion with reference to 
factusl data resolved itself sround the three principel phases of the investi- 
gationt the sedition phase, the Federel Corrupt Practices Act angle, and 

the phase involving a popetuee violation by Smith of the National Speed Regu- 
oe 


Concerning the sedition eama: Ur. McInerney uae . ixterwedian gavel 
of Smith's speech-makir” activities and his publication efforts in connection 
with his magasine, *Thd}ross « and the Flag.* It waz pointed out that Suith 


has been primarily conc: med with attributing "dictatorial trends" to the 


Government and hae frequently charged the Government with conspiring with 

Great Britain anc other countries in an effort to set up a *super world state® 
after the war. These have been hie most frequent themes and have been repeated 
nunerous times during the course of Saith's many public speeches in eonnection 
with hie\}imerica First Party", the principal tenet of which ie the "guarding 
of America against the dictatorial trends and Bureaucracy of the present 
administration.* It wae pointed out to Mr, McInerney that since the first of | 
the yeer all of Smith's public speeches have been covered end that the reports 


on this investigation, a8 weil as copies of all Dis publications, have beaa 


sent to Mr. Rowe. Mr. lcInerney stated thet he would secure these reports | 
and carefully review them, and expressed the opinion thst Smith appears te 
be well advised as to how far he can go wider the Sedition Statutes and has 


‘. €orlal* and stated th:t he had taxen this action to show thet "bureeucratia.:. 
». . Seguletions™ could not be imposed on American people. Pertinent information ©." 


Se 
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cae é Kesorandun for the Director 


. with the war effort. Mr. McInerney further obeerved that the Bureau's investi- co 
“gation has been wery adequate and quite exhaustive, pointing out that the. 


| Last sumer for United States Senator be investigated. fhe Special Bar - 


| OF the Federal Corrupt Practices Act and the Uichtgen General Election Law 


‘, , Mlection Law (which according to the Special War Policies tnit may have sige 
, , Rdficance under the Federal Corrupt Practices Act), Kr, UcInemey expressed 


_. Corrupt Practices Act, the Burecu will propebly be 


2 : ‘by Suith, it will be recalled that in October, 1942 Smith openly boasted... ; | 
" that a short time previously he had wilfully and purposely violated the | er ae 


a 
oa 
1 oe oe 



































apparently evoidec making any actionable -tatecents, either oral or written, 
In this connection it will be recalled that in el) of his statexents, both (ys 
written and eral, Azith has alwaya been careful to profese loyalty to the _ at 

war effort and has even extorted his followers te cooperate “in every way® OP 


bg ia Ne ve oN & 


@nly logical way of proving a sedition case is by covering the subject’s §-~ : 7 
: ; : a: 7: eos - . ane. oa ke - Te ct am tng Wa ee 
oe With regerd to the Federal Corrupt Prectices Act phase of the case, ~ 
you will recall thet several months ago the Special Ber Policies Unit of the a 
Department requested that Smith's activities in connection with his candidacy =. 
Policies Unit particulsrly re,ueated that the statesents filed by Saith, 9 
showing his contributors, with the local Election Comission be secured and ne ee 
‘that it be otherwise cetercined whether Suith hes complied with the provisions |. 


in connection with his carreign. All of this dats hes been secured and sent 
to the Lepurtacit, but in this regard Mr. McInemey steted that he was not =| | 
femilier with this angle of the case, inasmuch as this pertioulsr matter hee — ee 
been uncer the purview of the Special tar Policies Unit. Wher the Bureau ee a 
‘Supervisor pointed out that in one of his statements Smith his refused to a ae 
identify the source of a $1,500 contribution as required by the Michigan Cenerval _ 


considerable interest and stated he would take up this phase of the investi- 
ation with the Special War Policies Unit. He indiceted that this phase of 
the case would probably be handled by the Criminal Division in the future 
and if 1t appears that Saith's omission amowmta to a violction of the Federal es 

requested to conduct haar ee a 
‘further investigation concerning this phase of the case, 


_ Gongerning the possible violation of the National Speed Regulation 


“ = 
ae $ 


a Ln 


So-aile-per-hour speed regulation by motoring from Pontiac to Detroit at ae 
varying speeds approsching 60 milee-per-hour on certain occasions, Snith eee 
made tais bosst wille attacking ~.. OPA regulationsas ‘bureaucratic and dicta- ae 
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Mevorandu for the Director _ 4, o 3. SS -io 


in comection therenith, was et the tine the informetion wae developed 
referred to the CrininaL Division, which acvised that no Federal violation 
had been incurred, ineenuch as at the time of Snith's trip no Federal atstute 
enforcing the speed regulation wes in effect. During the conference, Ere. 
Kelaerney referred to this angle of the case by stating that although the 


- Crisinal Division had recently reexazined it, the conclusion was again nee 


that no action could be taken against Smith elther for his sai or rg 
a public statenents in eonnection with the incidents: 7 ~ 


Xr. UcInerney further pointed out that according to Snformation , 
he hes received the Treasury Department has recently completed its investi- 
gation of Scith's financial activities. You will recali that thie investi getion 
wss requested by the Attorney General and was conducted priz«crily for the 


“ts 


‘purpose of determining whether Saith has made false incone tax returns, Accord 


ing to inforazstion received, both by the Bureau and the Department, the 

Treasury Vepartzent's investigation hoe felled to show any irregularities. 
However, Mr. KcInerney stated that as soon es the Treasury Departrent gaxes 

ite report avatledle te the Depsrtzent At is posaible thet the Bureau my be asked 
meke some additional inquiries if it appears thet any of Snith's contribctions 


_ may heve exansted from Axie—Inapired or influenced individuals or organizations. 


In this regard he comsentod that although the evidence developec to date does 
not sugrest th=t Smith has been wider the guidsnce of foreign sources, and 

it is not comterplated to proceed azainst him unser the theory of the hegietra- 
tion Acts, it would be helpful on the question of intent in any sedition 
prosecution to show a relationship between Smith's becxround and German 
sponsorshic or sympathetic forces, 


It 4s of interest to note that at the oonclusion of the conference, 
ur. KicInemey stated thet he intended to write a mesorandunm for the Attorney 
General concerning the Smith case, pointing out that although the Bureau has 
devoted the case exhaustive attention, nothing has Leen developed to date on 
wrich prosecutive ection against Saith can be successfully predicated ct this 
time. He stated that in his memorandum he would inform the Attorney Generul 
that the case will continue to receive close attention by the Criminal Divieion, 
and in this connection he eamented thet a8 soon as he is able to asdequstely 
review his file, further requests will be sade of the Buresu for additional 
investigation. He was, of course, inforsed that the Bureau will be glad to 
receive these requcets and that they will be given iswediate investigative 
attention as soon as they are received in menorands form, Yesteriay a mero- 


pandua of this type was received from the Criainal Division, requesting 


inquiries concerning a possible sesociate of Suith's in the New York areca, 

This requ-st is being covered and, of course, the case will in the future 
continue to recelve the careful and vecat nuove eSeetee se has meee ees 
to 4¢ during recent months, 
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o ne 40 of “inkaveik to. mete thet 8 ‘earl een of the pubtie ” et 
press, carticulariy the newspapers PK and the Daily Worker, as well es other 
special interests, ‘have recently sought to convey the impression thet Smith, 

| tne-Ku Klux Klen, aud other allercedly Fascist individuals and organisations, 
fonented the recent+vace riot in PetroitK Bureau's investigetion of 
Sith, as well as ite technical surveillance, fails to show that there are 
any grounds whetecever for this allegation. On the contrery, &ith seexs 
to have been somewhat concerned about the race riot and through the service 
of a highly confidenti2] source it wes learned that an dune 25 last he 

#3 contacted Senator Reynolds in Westincton, requesting the latter to ccuse 

ae: Congressman Dies to investigate the riot. Sxith indicated that he believed 


Toe the Communists in the Detroit area were primarily responsible. In this 

* oe _@onnection it wis further learned from this sane source that Sith intended 
ZLYy _ & come to Bashington on July 1, 1943 for the purpose of conferring with . 
BA the Dies Committee anc Senator heynolds, apparently with reference to thie 


watter, Thie cate wea, of course, furnished to the Attormmey General and the 
Crininal Division, but no request has been receives for further inquiry in 
' gonnection with Suith's interest in the race riot situation. 
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Attention: Ure Ce Ze Rhetts 


Rer OTRALD Le Ke SUITE; | 
Th. COVITTTE CF OME MTLIIOMs 
WAL SECURITY; SEDITION. 
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- ca se Ne : — fe 
_ Yor your forther information, there is traneritted herewl 
ac of an additicoal rerort suited in this case br Srectal et ee 
at Baltimore, Marylen¢, on dune 30, lyl3e 
Very truly yours, : Lb is 


Pa 


dohn Pdear Hoover 


ec = Agsid¢tant Attorney Oeneral 
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e- | AVL INFORMATION CONTAINED : 





) 
pet LF ' pct in Pa 
/V dates duly 9, 1943 HEREIN iS HESS gio 
iF) to. SAC, Detroit | DATE : eae 
From: J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Subjects L. ro SLOTH | 
THCOLNTTT=E OF ONS MILLION | 
INTERNAL SACURITY = SEDITION bs 


Transmitted herewith is @ photocrap copy of a colum captioned 
~—ALabor Ness and Comsent," written by one ¥ieto ciesel, which appeared in the 


/ dane-2h, 2923, edition of the Mew York Post, 


As you will note, this colum seta forth coments concerning Serald 
L. K. Sith, and at one point advances a statement to the effect that "Smith's 
crowd have hired detectives to "get something’ on David Miles and Siprene Court 
Justice Felix Frankfurter." : ; ; 


If durin, the course of your investigation and coverace of the ac- 
tivities of the subject, you secure information indicating that Smith or his 
associates have taken such action you should immediately advise the Bureau. 
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GEHALD L. K. SMITH 
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FERSOSAL AISTCAY AKD BACKOICOND 





Gerald iyaan a xenon Goattn, better known as Gerald L. K. omith, 
was born durin, February, 159), at Fardeeville, Hisconsin. He attended 
Butler Seainary at Indianapolis, Indieia, and later was graduated from 
Valparaiso University (indiana) where he pursued 8 courses in theology. 
Satth's antecedents and early life were in no way wnusual and are of mo 
partioular interest. 


after leaving oollece, “mith took up ective duty as a xinister 
and successively held pastorates at Footville, Wisconsin, at tne Seventh 
Street Coristian Chureh of Indianapolis and at the King's Highway Charch of 
Shreveport, Louisiana. 


Prior to assuzing his einisterial duties at Shreveport, Saith'te 
activities were ratoer conservative and of a type characteristically befitting 
one in the ministerial profession. However, while in Louleiena, he becase 
interested in tne late “uey Long's “chare the Wealth” novencnt end eventually 
extended thia interest to the point of actively and openly participating in 
politics as an adherent of iLonze. Attendant publiolt: evored the displeasure 
ef tne ders of hie church, eventually resulting in Jeith's digalssal curing 
1934. Following Long's death, Snith attempted to identify himself with the 
reananta of tre Lon; machine but being unsuccessful in this left Louisians 
in 1937 and cane to Hew York where he attempted to organise an association 
eailed "The Comittee of ne billion.* This effort was unfruitful. During 
tre follewing year he moved to [etroit where he has since been located. 


at Lletroit, iwith reorganised "The Oamaittee of One Million” as an 
organization "founded for tre purpose of combatting the menace of Comsunisa,* 
During 1937, Smith shifted his policy, advocating the isolationist viewpoint, 


- Tolgert since the involveannt of tne United .tetes in war he has busied himself 

- E. prifiekpally in directing criticlem to the Governzent's war effort and what 

- CleBe_j@ pleased to characterize as the Governucnt'’s efforts to enslave the 

. CofUexited States as an entity in an International -tate dominated by Great Britain, - 
- Glavin 

. Ladd 

. NicBenmmection with Huey Long and his activities as the organiser of "The Counittee 

. Ros@f_Cne Lillion,® but it fe of significance to observe that it appears that the 

. Tragprning point of Saith’s life dates from his association with Busey Longe Prior 

. Cari, iad tise he was the usual type of ainister concerned with problese incidental 
Har h? 848 Oalling, 


. Hen 


More detailed cossents are set forth subsequently as to Seith's 


However, it seems that his participation in the “Share the Zeal th* 
fired his asbi tion to the extent of self visualization of himself as a 














. MeCHPREEAne political figure. Bein; unsuccesoful in associating hiscelf with Long's 
“ee. ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
Ma HEREUH If CLASSIFIED ae 
_ ‘DATE 7 SG Ne - ¥38/8. 290° - 
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wecceszors, he bas gee eae continued his drean of political p : 
Pein through nis efforte in eonnection with his so-called “Comittee of One r01ien.® 
eee A The fact that he still evaluates himself as an individual of at least potential 
b Seti Z. political eignificance, is attested to by the fact that he has sonctiacs Seacrived 
himself in confidenvial eorersations as being likely “lresidential tisber." oe 
an effort to further augeest Ale political background and potentialities, Suith - 
gouzht nomination as Republican candidate fer United States Senator from the - ” 
steve elonicnn Sin. ee Tals emmpaign was eneaccoesTels oe 


= © See oa 4 Seite: pabeonal 18fa:arreers (6 be eorual: ‘He is married, Lives with 
Me bis'wife, and bes one son, about twenty years of age. . -Hie wife is said to be a | 

: distant relative of « Er. Sorensen, described as an officiel of the Ford Motor = 
Company. Froa time to tine stories have been circulated attributing inproprieties 

Ro to Snith in comnection with his associations with wouen otter than his wife. How 
bene vd ever, nothin; fectual ie known to substantiate these stories. a 
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a ACTIVITIES PHIOR $0 1938 


t 


while sarviag aa' pastor at the ings Highway pach, Shreveport, 

Louleiana, S@jith became interested in Huey Long's "Share the Vealth® plan, Se 
eventually met Long end snortly toereafter trere developed, according to Smith's 
description, "a elose and fast friendship" between the tro. It is definitely |. 
known that ehortly thereafter, and lasting for a period of several years: Saith 
assumed the position of one of Long's chief lieutenants. Although ‘aith is 
prone to describe this relationahip as a personal one, several persons who were 
close to Long at the tisa, stats that Lon. had little personal regard for cmith 
and apparently evaluated him as being untrustworthy end dishonest. These persons 
state thet Long wac merely utilising Smith's services, ani in this connection 
ae it ie known that Lon:, as well as otc-ers associated with hie, regarded faith as 

Sy a very dynamic and powerful pu lic speaker. It appears that Snith was widely 
b ( used by the Lon, organization in the role of a rublic speaker for the "Share 





. see the Wealth" movement. It is said that Saith, st one tine, received es much as 
xO 3650 per week from the Long organization as reimbursement for expeises and as 
: salary. 


\ | | Information has been received that while associated with tre Long 

6 a movement, Smith joined billien Ludley“tulley'stilver Shirt organisation. Fothing 
in toe way of documentary evidence is available to prove this menbersthip, but in 
recent aed smith has, on several occasions, aduitted sexz>ership in the Pelley 
moveoent. He states, however, that he joined relley's or,anisation merely for . 

- fhe purpose of svouring infornation in gonnection with bis work in tenalf of 

ane Busy ee a ae NS ag ae tae a i ec oe fie ‘. = 

“sithough arin Huay Cents Lifetins Saith was an 1 outetanding personae 

in the Long sachine, he rapidly loct his position after the death of Leng. it 
appears that his services were continued for a suort period of time by Long's 
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successors, tut that he eveutaally was displaced due, allegedly, to to hie a ‘ 





untoward efforts to attain personal power. Ry 1937, any influence which ae 
previously had was completely ean etl end it was ‘euring that gee tat oe ee 
be at leulelane for New Tork. ; gaa ok: se 
ast ~ On arriving at Kew York Sui th Wtisicted to ceiios 4 group ; om eee 
ws "The Comittee of One Biliicn.® According to the self annsoun ennounoed purposes of on 
this ergenization ite primery concerns was that of oocbating the forces of 
‘Compunies. However, Smith's efforte in Kew York met with little success, end 
cevertedly Pees eee tee eter eee ities and : 
removing to Letroit, Wichizgan, early in 1935. a oe See 


Toward the end of hie stay in taaietane: Saith's personal fecatatian 
epparently suffered to sone extent. on November 3, 1936, he was arrested by tne 
= New Orleans Police Departasnt on a onarge of having disturbed the peace in the 
wsing of obscene lenzjuage in a public place. Reportedly, this atrost resulted 
in hie receiving a suspended sentence of £10.00 and ten days. 


Doring 1936 and 1937, Seith waa aleo involved as a plaintiff in 
several libvel and slander cases. These cases were apparently of sinor fs 
importance, but the consensus of opinion appears to be that Saith's reputation - 
suffered more than did the reputation of those whom he sougnt to sus. ie 





CORR?PAT ACTIVITIES 





et Cn arriving in Detroit in 1736, Seith alzost ferediately set out 
pei to reorganize the defunct "Committee of Joe Killion.* In this connection he 

distributed a considerable anount of literature designating the purposes of 
“fhe Comittee of Coe iillion* ao follows: 


1. To rebuild the spirit of Anorions * ae . ee ; 





3 2e To wipe out the last vestiges of Comsunien Rarisn 
and Fascism in ali forms. 


: 3- Toe redefinition of the Amorican National cheracter. 


: h. The installetion of a new spirit in Anerioan youth, oe. 
an, oe : dedicated to the maintenance of American institutions. - oe 


S. To issue a eall to farmers and laborers to resist what — 
= is now know as an international sities to Fuaaata =e ‘oo - 
of. @ world revolution. | a if 
6. %o rededicate the oitisenry of Anerica to the tay. eee 2 
_‘. . altar and to the spirit of the church. ts ee 


Te To secure the eaintenance of a well defined | etandard 
of anerican Living. 
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raat literature of "The Comittee of One vs1100," sought et reuinte ms ae 


Ee \ pi strver the ) # activitios of this organisation in combating Comanuntat 


. ee with the soning of the Zoropesn war an 1939, saith enifted the peltey 

. @f "Tne Comittee of One Killion”® to that of promoting the cause of Pract or ae BY 
" .{a warlous pleces of literature distributed during 13739, 190 and 1yhl, he wea CO 
especially oritical of the Governacnt's eters of rendering assistance to the a 


S14400 “OVERS. : 


Since the Involveaent of the United States in the war, gat th has 
again shifted his policy ap well as thet of “The Comittes of Cne liliton® te : 
the direction of critiolsm azainat tne Governsent's efforts in prosecuting { 
the war. He hes not questioned the necessity of winnin, the war, but on the 
other hand, in various of his publications, as well as hie public utterances, _ 
hes been careful to lay stress on the necesaity of tae oe aiding, amg. 
~~ in every way in defeating America’s sie : a - : } 7 

7 om 
ee  powever, he has advanced aententiens that Ue bvincnt is veing ‘ 
the way as en excuse for depriving tie public of ite Just liberties. He has 7 
also freely voiced ariticias against what be has been disposed to characterise . . 
as the Government's efforts to reduce the Uuited States to a mere entity in a 
great internatianal otate dominated by Great *ritain. : 


anith carries on the work of "Tha Committees of One Kiliion® through | 
radio broadcasts ovar Station sJi at Detroit, the distribution of literature, Le 
and throuzh the publication of a monthly macesina knoon as "The Crosa and the | 
Flag." dltnough Smith elains that "The Comittes of One Million® has « following oe . 
of three aillico persons, St appears thav “Tho: Comsittes 6f Ose Willion= ts cenlty, ae 
not an organisation as such, and is nerely a nene used by Ouith. Suith, of sourse, | 
Goes have a rather large sailing list, and it secas that thes persons who receive i 
hia literature aod make occasional financial donations to him are considered by 
Suith as being mecbers of tho Comittes, available information indicates that 
Smith's oe of three stlilion follosers is grossly exagcerated. { 


om pearly in 19L2, Suith souzht to establish another écxeaisstina isioaas : 
as “Thh>aoer Circle." ts suggested by its nme, this group was described ty oj 
Smith as consisting of the sore prominent and trustworthy menbers of “The | ie ae an 
Committee of One Lillion.® Re ennounced the foundation ef this group through -. 

the distritution of literature calling for the donation of additional funds, *.. a Eh aaa 

- and it appeara thet ite purpooes were the sane as those of ofne Comittee ef 520: 
. One Villfon.* asecording to information received, "The Inner Cirole® is no nee oo 
ef a real organisation than *The Comittee of (ne uillion® and was conceived on, 
oo : 
pe on his sailing List. 





During tne sumer of 1912, saith “amaghe the ecadecn gontnatine for 
the position of United States Senator froa the State of Kichigen. Ue zade a 
number of speeches aad conducted quite an active caspaign and in toe primary 
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election receivod aesiy 120,000 eobeae. “datnoechs thie | was nok waftictent 
for nomination, political observers were of the opinion that Saith hed wade an 

wnusuall7 good showin;. Even after this defeat, Suith continued his candidacy _ 
in the general election in Sovosver, 1942, wien ne projoctod hizself as a write- 
in candidate. He was badly defeated in sd cneret mustang Bis es —— | 
bgedicert sided iaaion! “sated mee 3 


4 







a act i “x, lee per z. coat Sond 


‘Late in 19h2, Suith publicly smmoxnoed the intention of tuciae a e ve 
“eure political party on a national scale. The propoead platform for this = = 
tarty, as announced, wos similar to that advanced by Smith in gonneaction with a, 
his work ae leader of "The Committee of Gne ULllios* and it is understood that ~= - 
Saltn hopes to gain support fron members of the now defunct “America First - be 
Courittes." In recent months, sith has toured tne Middle test and has pade 
a umber of speecies in various cities, outlining his plan for a third political 
party. f@cently, be has indicated that it may not be necessary to forn this 


if the hepubliocan and Denccratio Parties “present a real aaa for the 
yu Sreaidential Kleotion. 


a Vasiacey, Cisse wiht tw Coen ganbe ACkes Goan vavaties that certain 
officials at the Ford Moter Company are interested in Saith end have collaborated | 
with him to the eee 
ee Re pelt tonvion: Rihe Croseiand the Fiags eee 
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In eonnection with ‘hie various appearance as a Satis me Saith 
hae attained the reputation of being « very effective and forceful speaker. 
Gat he is scmewnat bombastic, end at times given too freely to cverenphasis, 
at does appear that he is an unusually good speaker and that he is effective in 

influencing audieaces. Soug persons have described hia as azong the iboats 
eee speakers of tue day. 


It is of interest to note that Saith's publicetion | °The Cross and the 
Flag” was nased, along with a nusber of other publications, in indictwents re- 
turned in the District of Columbia on July 22, 1912, and January hb, 19k3, 
charging teenty~cizht and thirty-four defendants respectively with having en- 
gaged in a conspirag7 to violate the Sedition Statutes. These Indictzents heave 
pertinence to the case popularly referred to as inited States ve. Oerald 8, 
Binrod, et al. Although Saith's publication waa mentioned in the indictment, 
as being one of a nusber of publicatio:s throughout the country which hes con~ 
tributed to undermining the loralty and morale of the Armed nee neither 
Saith nor the publication was named as a defenisant. 
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7 - FedXal Bureau of Investigation 
' Mnited States Bepartment of Justice 


San Antonio, Texas 


June 26, 19)3 





Director, FBI Attention: Technical Laboratory 





th aliases; 
COMMITTEE OP 1,000,000; be geta 4 
Internal Security - G; ie ; ae 
Custodial Letention; an 
Sedition 


Re: GERALD LYMAN KENNETACS TH, A% 
re 





Dear Sire 


Reference is made to Laboratory report dated June 8, 
1943, Bureau File 65-!,3818, in which it is suggested that the San 
Antonio Field Division forward the original letter to the Bureau in 
order that a more thorough search may be made of the Bureau's files, 
and photographic copies made for inolusion in the Bureau's files. ; 


In accordance with the Bureau's suggestion, the original 
_ letter is beins enclosed herewith. 


It is requested that upon the completion of the 
examinetion desired by the Bureau that this letter be returned to 


the San Antonio Fie] vision for inclusion in the file in the case p? "a 
entitled, . Custodial Detention = Gc", 


Very truly yours, 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED ar aa 
HERE ISUNGL'SEIED ae oe 
ftolafra  BY-LEE 


DAI pa “a 42-4 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION — 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE a 


é A. 4 BESS - 29) | Laboratory perce’ 7 . 


7 4 
RECORDE. | 
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eo WM 


a : Re te oe gfuly 10,1063 

: ~ . File a age a iiss 
so a H 7 ; Fo faite, wieder dest he pct Thi > ‘oe , °, Sesh igh haji, oe tase hs S2-43818 te rv 
Be: pena; fo eee |. , wad # quae ES 
® GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SNITH, 7 : DOTS 

with alleges; .. oe ee ee oe ee 

| COMMIPTEE OF 1,000,0003 ee Bes gt RR 
eee ‘Internal Securitye G fe Gee mrt. oe et 
Ce Custodial Detentions nl 
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Examination requested by: mod iS fs. 4s gare 
| tan antonio HERF ij! is CCH TED 
Reference: letter 6.26-43 DATE 19 ly lew BY , buuh- 
Examination requested: be gaan’ ; a. : . 
aie SS nme 52 
| QL Typowritten letter dated July 8, 1953 begining "I write to you 
@oncerningsesss” (Original ef Ql) 


Q2 Second pare of typerritten letter berinning "antieCermen prope anda 
beingeesse” (Original of Qc2) 


RESULT OF EXAMINATION: 















Jt has been concluded thet specimens Ql and (2 were pre 
en a typewriter equipped with Underwood pilose style of type which is 
7 “es spaced ten letters to the inch, This typewriting was eo~pared with the 
ae — material contained in the file of writings pertaining te Matioal. . 
on ne a Seeurity without effecting an identificatim,. An eppropriate photorrerhio 
_ | eopy is being added to the file fer future reference and eomperi sons 


————- In accordance with your request specimens Cl and Q2 are being 
ae ee returned herewith, photogrephie eopies having been retained for the 
tr. Ctonn coripletion of the Laboratory's files : eee 7 
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Re: GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SUITH, was 
THE COLAITTEE OF ONE MILLION 
INTERNAL SECURITY - Gs 
CUSTODIAL DETENTION 
SEDITION 






Reference ie made to the reports subaitted in this case by Special 
at Pittsburgh, Pennaylvania, on July 2, 193, and Special 
ated at Chicago, Tllinois, on July 5, 1913. . 


In connection with the submission of reference reporte it 16 noted 
that there were «lapses of considerable periods of time between the dates of the 
last reported aciion and the dates the reports were prepared. As you have 
previously been advised by the Detroit office, the Bureau is very much 
interested in the investigation of this subject and equally as well in the 
receipt of prompt and complete reports reflective of his activities and 
eppearances as a public speaker. 





In complying with any future requests which may be made of you or the 
bin. ? Chicago office by the Detroit office to cover the meetings of this dadivi 
) 6 walch may be held in your cities in the future, reports should be celtic 
het r ° c = 
bgo*” Me. E. A. Tamm. In = 
Mr. Clegg_____ It Je further noted that Smith's meeting held at Erie, Pennsy}. vanieg 
Mr. Coffey May 25, 1943, was apparently covered by the Office of Naval Intell{gende nN = 
_ Mr. Glabut was not covered by your office. It would appear that the Office of hs) a 
!~ & Mr. Laddntelligence would have no legitimate continued interest in investigat: | 
_ Mr. Nichedeth's activities and in connection with all future meetings it is™desi fed = 
Mr. Ros&dhat the same be covered by Agents or informants of your office. po ee 
- Mr. Tracy : : 
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INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
Custodial Detention . 
SEDITION 













' SXITH spoke to a crowd of 500 at America First Party 
rally, Erie, Pa., 525-43, where he criticized ~ 
Administration polcies. At meeting sponsored by the 
Defenders of the Principles of George Washington, 
held at Carnegie Free Library, North Side, Pittsburgh, 
on behalf of the America First Party, 6-1-43, SMITH 
and wife of former Senator LUNDEEN of Michigan spoke 
to cromi of about 600. SMITH covered practically same 
material as in previous addresses. Mra. LUNDEEN 
defended her late husband's stand on Isolationism and 
attacked those who criticized him. 
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Letter from Detroit Field Division 
Mr Division dated May 21, 1943. 






DETAILS s AT ERIE, PENNSYLVANIA 


A mecting was held by saQeorion First Party at Er 

Pennsylvania, on May 25, 1943. This méeting was covered SPINE 
ea who reported the following :information. 

Ppt Wehbe 
The meeting was’ held: at the Elks Auditoriun, Sth and 
Streets, Erie, Pennsylvania, and an address was given by GERALD L. Osu SHITH. 
Between 400 and 500 people attended, | ell iof whom had cards which had been / 
distributed through the wey uiael to. ‘the meeting. The announcements stated 





Pgh. Field Division 
100-5778 is 
sc 


that SMITH would speak under the auspices of the America First Farty now, 
being organised nationally. There was no indication that any local 973°") | 
committee of the America First Party was active prior to the meeting, al i 
no local delegates or members were identified as being active during the 
course of the meeting, SHITH spoke, and after that a collect a taken 
from the audience. SKITH ballyhooed for subscriptions to "Th 

ae, : Flag", a publication which is edited by him. At the end o e acatine a 
ese poll was taken of those present to ascertain the relative popularity of 
aoe various candidates for the presidency in 1944. The results were as followa:s 





“ DEJOGRATS --=- Roosevelt 
| Farley 
REPUBLICANS ++ Dewey 
Taft 
Willkie 


a) 
4 
8 YO 





eT "SMITH stated thet the results were indicative of strong 

oe oe isolationst feeling and said that Senators WHeELER and NYE were not offered 
es as candidates because he was convinced that they would have won overwhelm- 
ingly the poll in both parties. 


SLIITH introduced Lionsignor O'BRIEN and a Mr. STOQOUFFcL, who 
had accompanied him from a meeting held in Buffalo, New York, on the previous 
evening, liay 24. STOUFFLL was announced as being the head of the Buffalo 
Economic League. ~ . 


SHITH opened the meeting with a strong attack: on the New Deal . 
and the gesoline rationing, mentioning that thousands of gallons of gasoline 
have been dumped on the ground ast Oil City, Pennsylvania. He called this an ~ 
example of bureaucratic stupidity which would lose the war. He claimed that 
WALTER WLJCHELL and members of the Administration hated him and wanted him 





4 in a concentration camp because he would not cooperate. He claimed to be a 
pa | patriotic American rho wished to promote prosecution of the war, but who 
a | insisted on putting "America First". 


‘party", and stated that men like CHA? DBERG and GERA should be 
nominated for president. He denounced the campaign for a féurth tera for 


Co a ate Rie Se 


aes He stated | | ae a — a os 


He referred to the a Party as the "spare tire 





‘This year one ni} lion of our — Pree Ss ‘illed or 27 
captured in this war. Next year, one million and a SEH 
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half will be killed or captured. The manpower 
outside of the Russian Front is being _fupnished by 
the United States. Outside of England, in Canada 
and Australia, it is not possible to take a boy -. 
2 into the armed forces by Soneeript ion; he must -—«_—* 

: enlist voluntarily. - 


4 





ot aaa 


"Now we must yet taste of the ahonens of one When 
Christmas dawns this year it will be upon the most 
horrible tragedy America has ever seen.*® 


SMITH attacked waste on WPA and the destruction of food which 
is now rationed. He attacked BE WARY SIRUCH and his rationing plans. He 
stated, "with present conditions growing more firm, Gestapo and bureaucratic 
dictatorship is what the country is coming to." He referred to the incident 
of CLAUDE WICKARD's father "spilling the beans" regarding storing of meat 
on the WICKARD fern, which has been reported in previous reports. 


He denounced WILLKIE, saying 


"Beware of the Norld Government Drive. Willkie's 

backing it. Willkie's book ‘One Yorld' tells us whet 

a Wonderful guy Stelin is and what a wonderful system 
_ of government they have in Russia. I don't want any 
- one to run for president of these United States who 








mm - Writes a book that 1s approved by Russia. Americans 
only should preach Poa in the United States of . 
; America." _ . ae? 
‘ | SKITH denounced internationalism after the war. He eriticieed | 
f Russia's trading with both Jepan and the United States while the United 
- States was at war with Japan. He denounced ALLACE as. being 
Communistic. ye 
- ee 
SKITH diseussed the rubber crisis. He claimed HENR: ORD apd 
CHA! ORENSEN of the Ford Motor Company stated they could make enough 


rubber Zaft everyone if the government would allow it and that Dr. HALE of - 
the Dow Chemical Company had found 30,000 small rubber factories in Poland | 
j and 36,000 in Germany which were operating under patents belonging to the — 
Standard O11 Company of New Jersey and that said company had refused. to - 
release these patents to the Dow Company for use in this country. He ttated, 
“Henry Wallace said that if we make our own rubber we will become nationalists 
and we will then be like Hitler and we don't want to be like Hitler. 
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at PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA eee Se 2 


GERALD L. K. SMITH, with his culty which tneluded bis wife | 
and the wife of the late Senator LUNDELN of Michigan, arrived at Pittsburgh | 
on the morning of June 1, 1943, from Detroit. They stayed at the William —. 
Penn Hotel, Room 1497 being occupied by Kr. and Mrs. SHITE, and Room 1492 
being occupied by Eres. LUNDEEN. | 





- That evening shortly oe 8300 PeBe they appeared at the 
es Carnegie Free Library, North Side, Pittsburgh, where a meeting sponsored 


, - ‘ by toefefendere of the Principles of George Washington on behalf of the 
7 Ameriéa First Party was being held. 


se 7 . . The meeting was opened a Mrs. KAR HLE, who has been men- 


: , tioned in previous reporte from the Pittsburgh Office. Kr. CHA DEN, 
- > algo mentioned dn previous reports, spoke briefly, Giving ne s report ¢ ? the : 
\ ppearance befare the Senate iilitary ; Affairs Committee “of ir. MADDEN, Mrs. 
_. 4 ILE, and jr COLLTOAN » These three persons were a committee represent ing 
é He Defenders the Principles of George Washington in Pittsburgh who 


appeared before the Senate committee which had before it for consideration 
Senate Bill #666, known as the Manpower Conscription Bill, and sometimes 
referred to as the Gestapo Bill. MADDEN, who opposed this bill, was of the 
opinion that the testimony given by his committee before the Senate body was 





oy ~ 
ee EET} 


# 


Soar well received and hed a very definite material effect on the Senatore. 

¥ Le 
4 : SHITH introduced Hr EEN, who read a prepared epeech. 
eee : According to SMITH and Mrs. LUNDEEN, she was giving this speech in defense 
eae of her deceased husbend, the late Senator LUNDEZN of Michigan, who had, 
fo: oes according to them, been. criticized unfairly by WINCHELL and others for. his 
ae stand on isolationism. iirs. LUNDEEN stated that in the recent trial of 


GEORGE by the apartment of Justice, the United States Attorney 
MALONE ‘had in the course of his prosecution unjustly criticized the 

former Senator LUNDEEN to the point where it became almost a trial of Senator 
LUNDEEN rather than VIEREK. LUNDEEN was supposed to have had some corres~ 
pondence with VIEREK, and LUNDEEN was supposed to possess a certain book on 
propaganda which was written by VIEREK. Mrs. LUNDEEN ¢haimed that although | 
WALONE made a most vituperative attack on the book, that Admiral SIMS, who 
was a good friend of Senator LUNDEEN, had once referred to the book as the : 
most vehement and most accurate expose of propaganda which had been published. .. 
Mrs. LUNDEEN criticized the action taken by the Department of Justice seca “os 
VIEREK. 
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Mrs. LUNDEEN told of how her husband hed wanted to sake over aS 
the islands in the Western Hemisphere in 1919 for our wer debts and to 
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fortify them. She quoted from the New York State Zconomic Bureau that * 
last year America spent three times as much as Germany, five times as much 
ap England, eix and a half timee as mich as Russia, over ten times as much as © 
Italy, and over ten times as much as Japan on the war. She attacked STOKES, 
WLiCHELL, the Merry-Go-Round boys, and MALONE for their slender campaign. 

It was sugeested that members of the audience need the Congressional i eg 

as an answer to their insinuations. 


In his talk SLIITH stated that there are three ieauke of the 
hour: (1) "Ve must be sure the Communist Party in America does not take 
advantage of our military alliance with Russia, to put over their lying 
propaganda (watch those on the Roosevelt payroll). We'll be told that if 
we attack Communism we attack Russia." Regarding the Communiste growth in 
the United States he stated that recently in Detroit EARL BRODER made a 


. speech in which he endorsed ROOSEVELT for a 4th term and said that WENDELL 


WILLKIE's new book is the best to be found in America. SMITH attacked the 
movie, "iission to koscow" as the worse piece of propaganda that he knew 
of. 


(2) "Our boys must be brought home the day the war is over, 
and not left to police the world. Our slogan should be "Billions for 
gaeeats but not one penny for Internationalist propaganda'*®. 


(3) Watch out for bureaucratic dictatorships in Washington. 
"Run the rascals out", He discussed hg. Gestapo bill, the rationing of food, 
gasoline, etc. He referred to CLA TICKARD and the above mentioned incident 
of HICHARD's reported storage of meat n hie farm, stating that "Claude 
Wickard should be in the pen eaigaact ® 


SMITH mention father COUGLIN's name, at which point a great | 
ovation was given by the audience. When he asked if the audience would like 
to have him as a spesker sonetine, the audience stood up, waved their hands, 
and phiaaaes | 

‘ SMITH derided the sitkatiea: wherein American boys are “s re | 
conseripted into the army, whereas in Canada there is no conscription, and * 
in Australia the boys can not be icc dan to cane sie sas the oe 
Australian area. ae : ae : 


: STH scornfully referred to the campaign to smear certain 
con-ressmep while their sons are fighting for the "Four freedoms for . 
Foreigners". 


He referred to WINCHELL's services in the Navy and his recent 
deferment from active duty, insinuating it was underhanded work. 
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He stated that he te "God's man", and that he is for America 
first. . - : : : 7a ae ef. “ en — 
He etated that England knows what she is fighting for <- 
England; Russia knows what she is fighting for -- Russia; everybody knows 
what they are fighting for except the United States. 


He referred to WILLKIE's appearance in a large industrial 
city in the middle west recently, at which time WILLKIZ was picketed at the 
hotel at which he was staying and driven to Gidicule. He seid that WILLKIE 
was "a dead duck, a gone goose -~ done.™© ee a ae ; 

Announcement was made of the coming scheduled meeting of Rey. 
BROPHY of New York City at Pittsburgh on June 15, 1943. 


a +332: that during the subject's b7y 
Stay at the William Penn Hotel the following calls were made by Room 14973 


6-143, 5:12 p.m. -- called Room 1492, asked if she 
wanted to iron, and said they 
would see each other at 7:00 p.m. 


5:30 p.m. == called Pennsylvania Railroad, 
: asked for information, and asked 
. if Vanport, Ohio, had a parlor 

car on the train. The answer was 
negative; however, would have . 
sleeper on train all the way to 
Lima, Ohio. He said, "All right, 
We Will leave at 9:30 in the | 
morning for Vanport, Ohio. 


6:25 p.m. -- man called from Grill dating, "I. 

3H : will be up in a few minutes. Call . aa 

Jackson 0601 and ask her about the. =’ 
fleg.* (It is noted that Jackson @* 5...) 
0601 is the telephone of Mrs. LOHLE.). ° - 





6:45 p.m. == called Jackson 0601, said to tell - -.- 

Mrs. LOHLE to get all the stuff and 

the flag and make double sure it's 

all right, as they had to leave 
their's in Buffalo, and also to make 

a double check on everything as her 

voice isn't very strong, and to be 

sure to bring a flag along. 


S6-< 
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6450 PM. -- MAD “called fron ees "party in fe 
‘Room 1497 said she would bring the oe 
flag. Man asked her if she made  ..— 
out a check for the rent. She Bite 
answered in the offirmative. 





62043, 12115 a.m. -- Room 1497 placed a long distance 
es call to Detroit, collect, call for 
— a Mr. Doman at Lennox 8920. Mr. 
a SHITH asked about mail, and Detroit 
: = said biggest they ever had. SHITH 
oa ee ae said they did not sell many magazines, 


em ; ¢ 4 but got 110 new subscriptions. Then - 
ae : | . Detroit talked about WILLKIE's 
mass | es : nomination. Detroit said they had 


405 pieces of mail, pretty good after 
a holiday. Detroit said he had a 
letter for SHITH from that crazy 
Woman. SMITH wanted to know if she 
made any threats; party said no. 

SKITH said to subtract from account 
Mre. LOHLE's railroad fare and every@ 
thing. SLITH said he would call from 
St. Henry's tomorrow night, everything 
Ok. Conversation ended at 12:17 a.n. 


7815 a.m. -- SMITH called St. Henry's, Ohio, called == - 
party cond said he was 
leaving on Pennsylvania Railroad at b7U 


8:40 a.m. for Lima, Ohio, and would 
e get there about 2:00 p.m. that after-~ 
oe | noon. 





On June 1, 1943, the following calls were made or received at 
Room 92 in the William Fenn Hotels 


. (61-43) 6197 pom. a= Us, LUNDEEN called wth — 
| Street, was not in, ¥o later, om 





62-43, 2:19 a.m. -- called Room 1497, saying ‘ vould go 
out to eat as there was nothing open at 
the hotel. 
7:00 a.m. == party called Room 1,92, seid "Hello, 
Mary, how are you. Didn't get back. to 
hotel till about 2:00." Talked to Mary 
about aviation and dresses. 
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tee ee The parties in Rooms 1497 and 1492 checked out at 7330 a. me os a6 
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2 ) SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Subject SMITH introduced principal epeaker, MRS. ERNEST 
LUMDREN at rally sponsored by Citizens’ U.S. A. Comittee 
held at Kimball Hell, 306 South Nabash Avenue, night of 

ic May 28, 1943. Subject also spoke briefly. Details of 
em ae rally end speeches set out. 
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REFEREICES 3 copy ot latter of 5/2\/i3 from Detrait Field Division 
te SAC Pittaburgh 


DEATLA: At Gutoago, Tiinote 


This investigation was made upon the request of the Detroit Field 
Diviaion by letter of May 21, 1943 setting forth information that the subject 
was to speak in Chicago on May 28, 194) and in other cities, They requested 
that in accordance with Bureau instructions offices receiving copies of this 
communication should make appropriate arrangements so that the above described 
mectings would = e eppronetevaly covered by the a cela officers 
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| The Citisens' U.S.A. Committee whose address is sees as G2 West 
‘- Washington in Chicago, sent out postcard announcements as of May 22, 1943, 
advising that at their relly May 2, ee ee oe 
South Wabesh, eri » Widow of | rears tate f JYandeen, would 
discuss a ‘ foath of her husbend and-snewer hie critiose The 
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postoard snnownoenent also stated "your old friend and fevérive WR O. by SUITE 
will introduce MRS. LUNDEEN. Bring your friends to this great relly®, 
specimen of this postcard announcement is being enclosed for the Office of Origin. 


4 
The rally was 
4s known to the Bureau. 


# 2 -- — 

Ot covered whose identity 
| TE 
pe 88 took place at the rally as 88 





URS. WORMA LUMDEEN, widow of the late 0.8. Senator Emest lImdeen, 
was guest epeaker on May 28, 1943 at one of the weekly lecture and dLecussica 
a meetings of the Citizens! U.S.A. Comittee. This meeting was held on the 


Sas tas ke aa ee This theater has a 
ecating capacity of approximately 500, and every seat, including balcony, was 


A thee at aaol 2 a2 oe ee ie ne ee re ee eee Peer Geena fs ure 9 aaa tm a” 
filled before starving timej iate~ccmers had to remain evanding. A larger 


BALL 
would have been needed, as at least ce that number of people were very eager 
to hear MRS. LONDEEN and GERAID L. K ITH, = who spoke on the same platforn 
with her, = had it not been For thé Clrounstance thet Congressman n Clare B 
Hoffman was also speaking a block away in Orchestra Hall thet same evening. 

And, just for good measure, Semator Burton K. Wheeler made an address in the 

5 Palmer House at the same time. All of them denouncing the New Deal Adrinistration 
Rcure for "the horrible mess it has forced this Free Republic into", Much as 
Ak they wanted to hear MRS. LUNDEEN and » most of the Citisens' Comittee 








membera went to Hoffman, whom, they felt, they co could not possibly efford te 
to hg But there was much angry grumbling over not making it possible to hear 
be : both speakers, due to evident mismanagement. Capt. Wi. GRACE, Chairman of the 
Citisene' Committee, put the blame for such lack of co-operation on the Institute 
of American Economica, which sponsored the Hoffman rally, and visa Versae 


®I had heard some rumors shortly before thie meeting that, in her 

address, MRS. LUNDEEN was to reveal the unknown facts concerning her hueband's 
mysterious death; things to the effect that the airplane in which Senator 
lundeen was flying toward his home state to address an Isclationist Rally was 
deliberately tampered with, in order to bring about that plane crashj that it 

was plainly a case of political murders like the sudden death by poisoning of 
lord lothian, W. R. Davis, and others who became too troublesome in their 
opposition and dared to “unmask the secret schemes of the Kew Deal ‘AMainistretion’, 


Plate of toll of this mneture teawele annua 
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= fhe cards armmowmcing MRS, LUNDEEN'S ey which came 5 the 
oe - madd dies atate that she would discuss “the mysterious death” of the sena 
mee However, in ber entire speech she made not a single reference to, nor did ehe 
aay even drop @ vague hint, anything that aight suggest that there was roam for | 
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suspicion as to cirounstances ‘under which hax basbend met his death. Ber speech 
was merely a review of the senator's political career and accomplishuents, how 
completely loyal he was to bis Amerios First and Only principle, end how 
viclouslg he hasbeen Lied about since his death. She read her speech from a 
manuscript which is walle sertimeck without the change of one word, in GERAID LK. 
SMITH'S magasine "The Cross and the Flag*. 


"QOTH and bis wife are sccompanying MRS. LUNDEEN on an extended 
lecture tour. He asked us to be generous with out donations; we were ell 
handed envelopes to enclose two dollars for a year's subscription to his mags- 
zine; he donated the receipts for this to MRS. LUNDEEN, who, he said, is without 


- funds and has even lost her hane. Sa ace aaa 
_ Binding, and kept insulting the reporters.® 


The May 1943 issue of the Cross and the Flag carries the speech of 
der the title "MRS. LUNDEEN Breaks Silence” and it, sccording to ),7 
is identical with the speech delivered by MRS, 
lay 28, 1943. eee ee 
the Flag is for the Office o ° 
enclosed Of f Origin . 


According to comments in the Chicago newspapers the ies day, 

SMITH confined himself mainly to introducing MRS. LUNDEZEN end to a brief speech 
in which he was concerned mainly with insulting the varions reporter s from Chicago 
papers who were present. He did say, however, or infer, that ‘resident Roosevelt 
would resign after a fourth term and become President of the world. By inference, 

aleo, be suggested that Vice Preaident Wallace should be impeached because if 
Roosevelt were elected for a fourth term he would resign and Wallace would become 

President of the United States. The speech was covered by the Chicago Sun. A 

a aaa aL ee eee ae eee for the Office of | 
gin. 


speech made by Representative Clare Hoffman, sponsored by the Tnatitute of” : 
American Economics on the same night. . foe 
=. fama Massie tein wee 
at the present time in the Giicago area, this case is being peterson Noon oom" 
pletion to the Office of Origin. ee — 


ENCLOSURES TO DETROIT: 


1- « postoard anncuncenent of speech of MRS, ERNEST LIMDEEN, Yiube?l Hell, 
306 S. Wabash, Chicago, Illinoia, 5/28/43 
1 = issue of May 1943, The Cross and the Fleg 
1 ~ newspaper clipping, Chicago Sun, 5/29/43, headline, "GERAID L.K. SMITH 
Fears Roosevelt May Rule World®. 
REFERRED UPON COMPLETION SX) GFFICE OF ORIGIN. 
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Atientions kr. C. Ee Mhetts sil 


: GERALD L. ©. SLITHys 
THE COLKITTLE OF ONE MILLION; 
INTERNAL SECURITY; SEDITION. 


For your information there are trana:‘tted with this menoranhm 


corles of ad‘itional reports submitted in this case by Special Arent 
at Chicarpo, Illinois, en July 5, 1743, and Special Agent a 
Pittsburch, Pennsylvania, on July 2, 1913. z 


Very truly yours, 


é 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


cc ~ Assistant Attorney Cenanaa 
Wendell Berge (Wt, (Atel s eyo) 
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Rederal Bureau of Investigation 
‘ Anited States Department of Sustice 


Wiashington, B. €. 


Detroit - Michigm 
July 13, 1943 


ALL INFORMATICN CONTAINED 


HEREIN (S UNCLASSIrIE a me 
UGS DATE ce/ulee BY s0-2eczh COR 


Ww —_ Batt 





eee Director, FBI 







Re: GERALD L, x aoru, was; 
TH MMITTEE OF ONE MILLION; 
INTERNAL SECURITY = G. 
CUSTODIAL DETENTION - SEDITION, 


Dear Sir: an SS 


There is get forth below the gist of informetion > 
obtained (on TD 22° lamtity 1s mom 5p 
to the Bureau, s information having been received by the Detroit 
Office during the period From May 10, 1943 through July 10, 1943. 


Informant stated that he had received information 
to the effect that SIITH had been contacting Captain*SOUTHARD of 
hic ago in an effort to obtain copies of the book entitled "The 
ible in the Hands. of Ite Creators." SMITH apparently wmted to 

use the statements made in this book in his speeches. 






It was ascertained through 
that during this period of time, SMITH had contacted numerous 
viduals in an attempt to explain to them that neither he nor 

hia organization had anything whatsoever to do with the recent 
race riots which occurred in Detroit. SMITH stated that the Communist 
Party was attempting to blacken his name by accusing him of having 
participated or even started the riots. Informant advised that during 


the pertinent pericd of the riots, namely over the weekend of June 
J SMITH was in Denver, Colorado visiting 

Cae 
mene RECORDEDIN DD ExED £Ar_* 
; Along these same Lines, Pe i ce 


Roh Flint, Michigan at which tin SD 235 04 atjiy wae 

map ncorucr h sides of the riots. Arrangements were madety these two fr, 
SIITH to mee on atout June 27, 1943. SMITH made a trip to D7 

Uy Washington, D. C. for the alleged purpose of contacting the Dies 

\Zia uno Committee snd presenting his evidence iniicating that the Communists 
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Letter ‘to the Director . Ret GERALD L. K. SMITH, was: 
dated July 13, 1943 | 






were the instigetora of the race ricte in Detroit, Michigen, Es a 
GITH is apparently engaged in a feud with one CLAUDE 


LLIAKS who claims to be a minister in Detroit. WILLIAMS spparently 
has written an article in the magazine "The-frotestent” which tends — 
to involve SMITH in the race riots in this clty. SMITH has ex- 
ressed the opinion that WILLIAMS ie on the payroll of KENNETH 
“LESLIE, who apparently has somthing to do with the magazine "The 
Protestant." 


It is being noted at this time that SIITH in his presse 
releases hes referred to a prominent colored bo gaia as having 
furnished him information indicating that theCommunist Party is be- 
hind the recent race riots. In this connection Informm@mt stated 

at he was of the opinion that SMITH was referring to WILLIAM 
NOWELL, former member of the Communist Party, presently employed by 
e Ford Service Department. SMITH apparently contacted Senator 
RAYNOLDS while he was in Washington, D. C. relative to presenting 
his facts before the Dies Committee. 


GITTH has also contacted Senator NYE along the same 
lines. NYE apparently was to contact the Dies Committee in an 
effort to obtain photostatic copies of the records the Dies Committee 
had relative to CLAUDE WILLIAMS indicating that WILLIAMS was a men- 
ber of the Communist Party. 


Informant stated further that he hed received infor- 

tion on July 10, 1943 to the effect that SMITH had contacted 

tay: Lutheran preacher in Detroit for the purpose o 
attending Lutheran Conference on July 10, 1943. SMITH has made 

the claim thet Op has expressed great admiration for SMITH'S work. 











Very truly yours, 


— be : | 
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al See se YFMORANDUY FOR WR. JAVES ROWE, JR. 
oa a, THE ASSISTANT FO THE ATTORNLY GENERAL 
ae: | Attention: Mr. C. £. Rhettes 


REs Le Xe SLITH . 
OF ONE MILLION - 
INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDI TION 


For your information there is transmitted herewith a copy of a circular 
letter reportecly issued by subject Smith during May, 193. 
~~ ~The book, "The Red Decade," referred to in the attached letter was 
* veporiedly written by Eugene Lyons who for a number of years served as a United 
Press reporter in Moscow, The book was published about two ycara ago and 
purports to be an analysis of Communist activities in the United States. 


Very truly yours, 





John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
cc - Assistant Attorney General 
Wendell Berge 
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My dear patriotic DA ye fer BY sche be 


a "Why doesn't Roose shoot Dnited Staterz Semtor Burton K.7 Wheeler?* 
ime my sonora Rev. Fulton a en of Washington, D. C., those wors Gere spoken 








by Josev Stalin. 


Rev. Sheen, according to a recent news dispatch mt of Washington, told 
of a conversatim between an American diplomat and Stalin. The interview is 
supposed tO have taken place before the attack on Pearl Harbor put en end to a 
debate over America's participation in the war, Stalin, in his conversatim 
with thie american, could mt understand why Senator Wheeler of Montana was 
allowed to express his smrica First views. "Why posent Roosevelt shoot him?" 
- Stalin inquired. 


i) 
a . 
. 


; 


This gives you some idea of how little foreign dictators know about 
Amrican liberty. I don't think I need to tell yo that there are plenty of 
bereaucreiic politicians in anerica who would like to see those of us who put 
amrica first shot down, 


ee 


Following are the words contained in a letter I have just received 
through the mail which gives you some idea of what we have to pass through 
in order to carry on tnis hard fight ageinet suoversive activity ani alienism. 


"Personally, I think the whole dam, filthy 
crowd of you (referring to the 4merica First 
people) should be either bung or shot. The 
Russians, who so far have saved your gangre- 
uous skin, have the right idea. They take 
‘em down cellar and put a bullet in the back 
of their necks. Nice and neat and they get. 
rid of them qmickly.*® 
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The letter containing these words was mailed on May 15, 19435 and is 
postmarked Clevelaml, Ohio. It is signed and I have it in my files. The 
only reason IJ am not giving you the name of the man is thet the letter is 
80 vicious that I do not want to run the risk of inciting the anger of some 
loyal friend agaimt the writer of the letter. The part I have autres 6 


Maa RR ie Tac 


not half as violent as two other paragraphs, Fake. 







Furthermore, the letter has a printed letterh 
neatly typed. fhe signature ani quality of the 
that ths mn ie of some prominence. 
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48 you know, I very seldom Fe okat to you a pox, “bgoausé peter 
pooks have been written wnich really cover the penetration of world ‘2 
conspirators into american life. I have in my hand, akl® writ yareyga3 & : 
letter, the most sensational book I have ever read on fhe subject of 
Stalinism, Co:munism, and the attempt on the part of ¢ -intermtiqual 
revolutionists to take over our nation. [ Z 
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The title of this book is "THA RED DECADE." It contains 423 
pages. It deals with over 2000 indivi 8 end organizatios which are 
prancting revolutiqary conspiracy in the United States. 





It names hundreds of odllege professors, so-called liberal 
slergymen, politioal jobholders and professi aa) propagandis ta, 


It nanes magazines and newspapers devoted to the seu eia: of 
the international conspiracy to overthrow Amrica by revolution. It 
demonstrates that there are in Amrica several million citizens who 
always put Stalin first and, no matter what the policy of our natimal 
government may be, they follow the ord.rsa of Joseph Stalin as brought 


to them through specially-picimd leaders in the United States. 


I wish I covula get tO yo the message this book contains throrgh 
the pages of TH= ChOSS AND Tim FLAG, but 1f I devoted one-helf of the 
ma gaz ine each month quoting from this book, it would take me five years 


tania wens avt 1 T thhawa 264n books thet aontained 
wo 444-4 


3 +a Dw. 
rit) Est this material eG vvue erogucimay, &@ 4ST FP ova 


not one-tenth the important material this book contains sell for 5.00. 


As the war proceeds, it is the patriotic duty of evary loyal 
ame rican to gupport the war effort 100%. jie are avare of the pagan 
tyramy of Naziism and the imperialistic ambitions of the Japanese, 


We must, however, safeguard Ourselves against the atheistic 
am international conspirators who are eating at the vitals of our 


—_ Sm et ae on 


American way of life by their mrciiéss pF Cpaganouae 


Do you know the story behini th treaty that Hitler sigred with 
Staling he answer is inthia book, . 


Do you know what the word "Comintern" mans? That's the name of 
the organization which has its agents in every nation on earth with head~ 
quarters in kioscow. This diabolical instrument of world nero uus2 2p is 


discussed at length in this book. 


DO you know that the Comintern has a complete cell of organized 
leadership in the Hollywood movie colony? This is discussed in detail in 


THE RID DECADE." : 


Do you know that mre than one thousand newspaper writers, eee 
etc. heve bound themselves together in a Orgunizatiun for the purpose of .- 
promoting the revolutivne These writers are employed in every type of 4 
léterary activity, including mgazims, daily newspapers, etc. eee = 


This pook reveals that the Comintern has its secret eee 
among Writers ami workers exnployed by such great newspapers as the NEW YORE 
TIics, tne ThE magazine and many Outstanding journals. Even though these 


ede mevat &A {Aneel an tee mee bee AS bd as aanmnaotinannat 
newspapers ana TS 'aZims ars Loyal vo HES 4AVG, FS GUWIVE Vi ALG BU LS bt ween 


book has revealed how they have crept secretly into the publishing ataffsa af 
the macazines ani newspapers that we read every day. 


Do you know that the Sock ake val is organising the American Negro 
{nto a tremendous and bloody instrument? Their urpose in organizing the 


American Negroes is to turn them agaimt their white borthers in an at tempt \ 
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to use Negroes for riot mobs when the revolution coms. This book names we - 
ths Mero leaders who are a part of this conspiracy. 1 SE 


Do you krmow that ea certain Methodist bishop works hand in hand 
with this Comintern, addressing their meetings? This bishop is naned 
ani idemtified in "THe RED DECADS." 


| DO you know that in 1935 the Comintern with headcuarters in Moscow 
gave orders to their agents in dmerica to take over the New Deal and, today, 
over 2000 of their agents and tools are in the Goverment in Washington. 


Fortunately, the mate:tal I am discussing in thie letter is indexed 
in the back of the book, 80 that many of the names end suojects in wich the 
reader is interested can be rea ily looated by turning to the index and. 
finding the exact page number. 


Yhen you have rzad thig book, you will understand why the leaders 


of the Comintern shoot all ovponems. Then you will understand why people 
like myself are sO anxious to warn America ami awaken America tO her ensmies 
within our gates before it is everlastingly too late. 


My purpose in writing you is that I am anxious to gst the tmth 
contained in this book to the largest mimber of people in the shortest pos- 
Bable time, It is practically impossible to find this book on any book stand. 


Fortunately, the book is well-made and bound in durable oloth with a stiff back. 


Japer is the best book paper and the type is just the righ aize for easy 


r-adinge 
Now here is the plan I have worked mat whereby yor can help me 
distribute these books to the largest number of people inthe shortest pos- 
sible tim. They may be obtained at tine following rates; 
5 books $100 4 books $10 
25 books # 55 2 pooks 35 
10 »dooks 3 25 1 dock 33 


wt enw anw ve = 7 on Tel Anas wea ewe we 


You may seni the mney with the order or omer the bhaoksa 4. 4; a. and 
wie 6a Ww @euwe eae ee won = =e = = — a 


If upon receivin;: this book 1t does mt satisfy you aml does mt met 
with yor epproval, all you need todo is return it and I will refund your 
mOnay» 


I am sorry to inform you that the gmoply is limited ani if your omer 
reaches me after ths supply is exhausted, tren I have no alternative except 
+0 return your money. My adiviae ig tiet you rush your order. If you live 


~~ — Sere 


some distance from Detroit, it might be well for you to use an airmall stamp. 


The enemies will do everything in their power to prevent ms from 
mailing you thig book. iy adviee to yo is to place your order quickly ani 
avoid the risk of any interfererwe with deliveries. Please use the capon 
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in placing your orders. 
v4 : Sinmerely yours, 
GLES#U GERALD L. K. SMITH 


Pe Se The current issue of eee AND THE PLAGZ in which I discuss 
35 sensatimal subjecta, is on the prone ami should reach you ebout the 
time of this letter. 


If the enclosed self-addressed envelope is used, mo postage is 
necessary. Just f111 out the coupon, insert it in the enmvelcpe and drop 
it inthe mail. The main point is to get ths truth contained in this 
book to the largest number of veople immediately. Flease help m to 
earry On this fight. 


HERE ( COUPON) 


PP Sp Oe a ED a en ee a 2 eg i es es a et ee ee ee ee eee Ee a ee eee 


Gerald Le K. Smith (AMERIOA FIRST PARTY) 
P. GO. Box 459 
Detroit, Michigen 


Please rush to copy or copies of the book "THE RED DECADE.” I 
am placing a cross in ths square which expresses my desires. 


0 I desire---~--—----mumber of copies at the rate specified in yor 
letter 


Lj I enclose SS 


I am mt enclosing money but will pay the pos tian when he 
delivers the package ¢C.O0ed. 
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FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, Where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) 


with no segregable 
material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 


Information pertained oniy to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following goverment agency(ies) _ DEPT OF laa) 
Coes , was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 


ee sass the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 
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Detroit - Michigan 
Apes . duly 24, 1943 









Dear Sir; 


file 62-43818, in which lett 

a to the above individual, 

he Subject GERAIDL. K, “SMITH, 
- DETENTION, SEDITION" case. 






er the Bure 








This is to advise tha 





each nara 





«@' .%. : 2 : , 
i ree eve eee debe mee i 


Fees woe 








ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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Bs ence It is being respectfully requested thet the Detroit Office be 


notified as soon as possible if this arrangement neets the approval of the 
Bureau. 





Very truly yours, ; 


John S, Bugas, BAC 
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‘ federal Bureau of Investigation®: 


Rnited States Department of Justice 


Detroit, Michigan 
July § - 1943 





Director, FBI 


Re: FOREIGN INSPIREBSKEITATION AYONG 
NRGROFS IN THE MATROTT AREA 


Dear Sir2 BEPPRAE RLCORD Mo 


: 9) ahs. ey! 
es On July 1, 1943, Gerald L, K, Smith telephoned the 
ea writer and asked if he could come to this office relative to 
opt the above. I advised him I would be glad to see him. He called 
Lge at approximately 12 Noon and handed me a memorandum entitled 
¥ ™wGherald L, K. Smith Makes Statement Concerning Race Riot, copies 
of which are attached. 








“PE This is forwarded for the Bureau's information. 


Yours very truly, 
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Enclosures (3) 
cc = 62-1126 





! m AVL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
a (7S, HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED =| 
= Fi ot DATE __z/ales Bleexteain® 


rere Cree” 


¥ 


77 





re by anon rh ay Lear : 77 Z 7 : 

coh . : ae NE od ne bear Sage he ee ‘ 
Pca) <tc ee ee hotae 
' : 7 y Se ¥, 














sgh a 





org . “ ) "Detroit, Michigan 


From: AMERICA FIRSTE .Y¥ 4 July 1, 1943 
Detroit, Michigan (> For Immediate Release 





GERALD L. K. SMITH MAKES STATEMENT CONCERNING RACE RIOT 


The thought that I had anything to do with the Detroit race riot is almost 
too ridiculous to entertain, and the accusation is almost too extreme to answer. 


However, I am happy to point out some interesting sidelights in connection eas these 
accusations. : 


Mr. Adler, in one of his articles concerning the background of the’ race” 
riote, referred to the time the America First Party picketed Mr. Langston Hughes, a 
poet. My followers picketed Langston Hughes © because he is a Commmist, an atheistic 
Commnist. Among his poems is one entitled =e Christ." Typical of the poem is 
the following stanza: : a 7 


"Goodbye -- Christ Jesus Lord God Jehovah, 

Beat it on away from here now, 

Make way for a new guy with no religion at all— 
A real guy named 

Marx Communist Lenin Peasant Stalin Worker ME— 
I said, MEI" 


At the time our people picketed Mr. Hughes, I wrote a letter to all the 
colored preachers in the city commending their leadership and urging the colored 
churches to guard their people against such revolutionists as Laneston Hughes. Hughes 
has been so mach a part of the Communist movement that he was one of 29 to sign a 
messange of congratulation to Stalin following the Russian purges. 


I invite the press and the Christian leaders of the » Clty of Detroit to in- 
vestigate Rev. Claude Williams. 


The article which Mr. Williams wrote, and vhich has been quoted by Mr. 
Adler, appeared in a magazine that has no official recognition among Protestants. 
Tne magazine is bigoted and anti-Catholic in the extreme. Im the same article in 
which Mr, Williams attacks me, as quoted by Mr, Adler, he also attacks the Knights 
of Columbus and the Catholic Trade Union League. The magazine itself has an 
editorial policy which attacks the Catholic Church in every issue, not a ence of 
the Catholic Church, but the official Hierarchy as such. 


Claude Williams is full of misstatements and I invitate the opportunity 
to meet his accusations before any one of the following groups or agencies: 


1. The Department of Justice, 
2. A Committee made up of ten pastors of Af WrObakt largest negro 


churches in Detroit. RMA TION CONTAINED 


3. The Naval Intelligence. 


4. The poli tary Intelligence. HEREIN i¢ ie UNCLASSIFIED 


5. The Dies Committee. 

6. The Mayor's Committee. DATE fe BY brs brslal_ 
7 The Attorney General of Michigan. 

8. Any one or all three managing editors of the 3 Detroit newspapers. 

9. Archbiehop Mooney. - 
10. The official Board of the Presbyterian Church of Michigan. 
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Furthermore, I will meet any accuser who points a finger at me in the 
groups. The more this thing 


presence of any one of the above listed individuals or 
. is investigated, the better it will suit me. ; 
| _ Gerald L, K. Smith (siggned). 
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= - : ; .. Attention: Mr. €.-E.-Rhetts ALL (NFO ATION CONTAINED 
os Bes GERALD L, X, SXITH HEREIN 1° UNOLASSIFIED 


A Ti, COUNT STEE OF CW MILLICY DATE ae I fe - BY <P fErn 
Pe ae | 
.- 3 


> “3 SEDITION 


é 
3 For your information, therv is tranenitted herewith @ copy of a 


statement dated July 1, 1943, entitled, “Gerald L. Ko Suith Makes Statenent 
Concerning Race Riot,* which was referred to the Bureau's Detroit Office on 
duly 1, 1943, by subject Smith. Smith voluntarily contacted the Bureauts 


Detroit Office advising he wished to make available this statenent which he 





considers sumarvizes his position in connection with the recent disturbances 
at Detroit. 
, The "vr. Adler® mentioned in Seith's statement is undoubtedly ir. 
ba a ' Philip A. Adler who recently wrote a series of articles for the Letroit teus, 
“me purportedly on the causes and factors contributing to the Detroit race riot. 


In one of his articles lr. Adlor made reference to an article entitled, 
"Hell Brewers of Detroit,* written ty Eeverend Claude Willies end featured 
in the April, 1943, issue of the publication known as "The Peotestant.® 
In this article Williams accused Smith, smong others, of fomenting racial 
mr. ToyTepudice in Detroit, and you will observe that in his statement Suith 
AE: eee cep reference to Roverend Hilliams and this article. 
tr. E, anm 
i Mr. Clegg 
: Mr. Coffey Yery truly yours, 
Mr. Glavin ¢ 
Mr. Ladd 


Mc. Nichole John Bdgar Koover 
Mr. Rosen . Director 
Mr. Tracy +X 


Mr. Cageom _sgaistant Attorney General 
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: By Tom Dombrowski my a 


i ‘ ‘(Special te the Dally Werker) 
i . DETROIT, July ee bs: rs pie Number. 
: i fascist demagogue in Detro roduced a novelty at - 


SN ‘his rally, ‘Tuesday, July 20, at the Maccabees Building Au: 

4: ditorium, In addition to the usual fanfare arid the same old ; 
~. . , @liches which characterize every meeting, he offered a bar} 

ager gain to his listeners. 

S . Everyone who offered five dollars or more would g: 
“eng et absolutely free, that “wonderful book, ‘The Red Decade’ 
“7 written by Eugene Lyons.” This offer came after the aud 
lence had sneered and jeered at every mention of the word « 








Jism fervently. However, Gerald L. K. Smith suffered no ' 
~ qualms of conscience as he peddied the powin: written by! 
a Jewish “Socialist.” , 
; ‘ [The Daily Worker made publie on Tuesday the fa! 
ae et that Eugene Lyons, whose book is being spread by Gerald , 
F j L. K. Smith, has been designated by the Dubinsky- €| 
Hique in control of the American Labor Party as delegate fp 
its Judicial Convention as well as member of its county co’ 
mmittee.J J 
During his long harangue, Smith charged the Com- 
munist Party with the diabolical plot to incite “ignorant 
Negroes” to kill him and placed full responsibility upon 
thd “Reds” for the riots. The subject of hia speech was, 


- 


he announced that a complete report of the part played 
by the Communists was turned over to the proper author- 


> and Flag.” - 





on | ‘of Dette. aed Ht ag Pee = of ene 
fy , He announced thang ,the DAILY WORKER 
tgs “America Firat Party would, | Date = -¥ 
-circulate petitions to geton | | Clipped at the Seat of 
; ay) the Michigan ballot, and ff { Government 
Willkie and Roosevelt wer ; 
FO Ws ANNA “nominated for presidency, | 


7 


“ “Jew” and booed every mention of Communism and socia~ 


“Tie Reds Tried to Kill Me June 21.” In hysterical tones [ 


ities in Washington and that the “sensational story” } 
would be published in the |. 
July issue of the “Cross | 


He attacked the proposed 
visit of Vice-President 

Wallace, calling him a { 
_“acrewball” and a “Com- [ 
~ munist yp ipear ees and de- |: 
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This is a clipping from 
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own candidate. He offered ‘Reynolds, Nye or Wheeler as ' 

candidates who would get his support. 

- Ble predicted that Charles Coughlin would some day 
his silence and announced that the next issuq of 

‘the 7‘Cross and Flag” would carry a full-page eulogy of 

Coughlin, suitable for framing. 

; e spent most of the time denouncing Claude ]- 

liams of the People’s Institute of Applied Religion, who 

had exposed his activities in an article entitled “Hell- 


Browors of Netro#” which anneasred in a recent iseue af 


evew Tt ws YW S27 wwe WwAW 


the “Protestant.” 
7 DIES’ STOOGE HARANGUES | 


‘In an attempt to build up the meeting, Smith had sent 
‘ae announcements stating that Communism would be 
exposed by a “former intimate of Earl Browder” and 
the “head of the Young Communist League,” Kenneth 
Goff, Dies Committee stoolpigeon, 

, Ina stupid and dull repetition of all the Dies canasde 
with heavy emphasis on free love and immorality, Goff 
attacked the Néw Deal and charged the United States 
Government with the responsibility for the death of his 
brother reported to have died of malnutrition in a Japa- 
nese internment camp. He charged that the government 


ESCO WhS WE wee we 665 SE wR SR 


was More interested in sending planes to Russia than in 


feeding its soldiers interned in Japan. 

He also accuged the government of failing in ite Te- 

sibilities to tha boys who fought in Bataan by leaving 
them to their fate. 

Goff also reiterated Smith’s statements that the Com- 
mufists were responsible for the anti-Negro Tiots by 
encouraging hatred of the white by the Negro and urgig 
intimacy and familiarity between Negro and white.. | 
referred twice to Jews in his speech, which became a Evie 
for hisses and insulting remarks. 

LINK TO SEDITIONISTS 

The close link between the fascist 
Smith America First Party and the 
ether seditious organizations in 
America under Federal andiciment) 
ts obvinua by the nrofusenesa of the 
literature distributed after the rally. 
‘The special defense number of 
“America - Speaks,” edited by Wi- 
liam Kullgren, one of the 28 charg- 





indictment passed out leaflets 
titled: “Dont boys in 
back” opposing any ternational’ 

cooperition under the guise of an ; . 
attack on the “Union Now” move- 


ment. 
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former ange es Jpub- 
lished ty Senator noe 
known ss the “National Record,”. 
which among other vicious articles,, 
included an attack on Mrs. Roose-'" 
velt, charging her with the amtf 
Negro riots and the speech by Con-! 
fgressman Rankin breathing hate to’ 
Negro people and encouraging. 
attacks ou them. 

But the place of honor was re- 
served to the “Red Decade,” which 
‘was sold after the meeting together 
with the “Cross and the Plag.”. .. 

Another item distributed was the 
reprint of the speech by Jeannette 
Rankin on Dec. 8, 1942, the burden 
of which was to blame the goveffh- 
ment}for forcing Japan to def } 


. hersiif, Rep. Rankin was the 


ressman to vote against 
declaration of war against Japan. 


i | In addition, other materials were 


passed out surreptitiously to certain 
‘picked people. 
|| Wefore the meeting had closed, 


show of hands of Catholics, Pree-: 
byterians, Baptists and Lutherans.! 
Catholics bearing out the fact that 
he had taken the Coughlin sup- 
portera to his bosom. He expressed 
Pleasure tha Tre so many 
Baptists from Norris’ church 
where the Klan elements are strong. 














Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Anited States Bepartment of Justice 
Detroit, Michigan — 
duly 24, 1943 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN (S SNULASSIFIED 


Cd te 


Director, FEI 





t 
: GERALD L. nF SMITH, with aliases 


CORNIT PT OF CHE UTTT Tow 


: “DMBOAL senueITY = 0 
CUSTODIAL DETENTION - SEDITION 


Dear Sir: 


“ : There is b e substance of infor- 
we mation obtained from whose identity } 7D 
ey 7 is knom to the Bureau, c ormation was received by the 







Detroit Office during the period from July 10, 1943, through 
July 22, 1943. 


Informant stated that during this entire period of time 
SMITH has more or less busied himself in contacting individuals 
in an attempt to obtain further information relative to the 
Communistic activities of one Reverend CLAUDE/WILLIAMS. It is 
being noted that SMITH has openly accused WI of being a 
Communist and has also stated that WILLIAMS was unjustly accusing 
him of inciting the yecent race riot in Detroit; that in fact it 
was WILLIAMS and * aan Party who had actually instigated the 


recent race riot. DEL bern eae 


Informant stated that he had received information t6”the 
effect that SMITH was making definite efforts to have the America 
First Party placed on the official ballot in the State of Michigan 
in the next election, and that in fact SMITH, at a recent meeting, 
had proposed to his audience that his business manager, BERNARD 
DCMAN, be salected as their candidate for mayor. 


( Informant stated ther that he had received information 
to the effect that Mrs, ERNST/LUNDEEN had arrived in Detrojt on f “fb 
July 22 for the purpose of vipbiting Mr. and Mrs, SMITH. | 6877 42 [re 
NDEXED £°45 — a 
Informant advisdi that he had received information ‘te x 


effect that SMITH had written a letter to United States Senator ica 
REYNOLDS requesting information contained in the files of i 
Committee relative to WILLIAMS. REYNOLDS is alleged to have 
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Letter to the Director: July 24, 1943 


telephonically contacted SMITH that he had been successful in 
securing a copy of the Dies Committee information and was mailing . 
the same on July 15, 1943. Informant stated that he happened to Me 
be in SUITH's office when this conversation took place, aS 


Informant stated that he had received information to the 
effect that SMITH had contacted an attorney in Detroit, Michigan, 
with the idea in mind of possibly instituting libel proceedings 
against WALTER /SINCHELL, radio announcer, far alleged libelous 
statements mage by WINCHELL in one of hie broadcasts, The particular 
broadcast whith SMOTH was referring to was the broadcast made by 
WINCHELL in which WINCHELL made the remark that SMITH had stamped 
on the American Flag in front of an audience in Buffalo, New York, 
at the time of one of his speeches in that city. 


Under date of July 20, 1943, Informant stated that SCTH, 
in a conversation with kirs. KNOWLES, had stated that in SMITH's 
opinign Mrs. /KNOWLES should sponsor a meeting and invite Reverend 
CLARE/HOFFMAN to attend said meeting; that S{ITH wuld see to it” 
that firs. nice would be properly compensated for any expenses 
incurred by her organization. 





On July 17, SMITH's office was wntacted by an individual 
who stated his name was BHEEN (phonetic) from the New York Times 
and this individual was apparentiy interrogating DOMAN as to some 
meeting to be held in New York at the Carnegie Hall on August 6, 

No other information was available relative to this particular 


incident. 
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was responsible for bringing Subject. and HUEY ay 

LONG together, could not furniah information concem- 

a SMITH'S Peckerouns and ciple el: |, : 
FIC. 


Report of Spectel Ageot QE Wechington, 


DGeoy dated May &, 19h3 0 
AT SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA 2 


td 
advised he met SMITH when he 
MUTH was a 
semoer ¢ Se CBs Mnieh were supposed to 4 - 
alleviate the coaapismeent” conditions in the vicinity. — 


cany ge NEP thet he wes not responsible for bringing 


and LONG together, but that LOM) some years in 
New Orleans asco et he knew about SUITE. 
told IONG he only was good at making 

and LONG thereupon requested SMITH to make one. : 
said he could not furnish the writer with any ba eae 
information subject nor state who subject's associates | 
were. only vaguely remembers SMITH was pea 

in sond ee ee eee ok aed 
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, Mnited States Department of 3y~tice 


1435 EF Street, Yorthwest : 
Washington, D. ¢. 












July 3, 1943 
fs Director, FBI : 
ae ge % Re: LYMAN KENNETH BAITH, vas 
: | RIITTEE OF 1,000,000 =. 
CUSTODIAL DETENTION-G. 
SEDITION oe: 
(Buren File $62-43818) 
Dear Sirs 





Refprence is made to the report of Special Agent 
dated July 20, 1943 at Detroit, Michigan, which resets an 
undeveloped lead for this office to ascertain from the Office of 


one out of every two men serving overseas, whi was originally 
set forth in the report of Special Acca? giaaiiahiliiaiiie deted 
June 16, 1943 at Buffalo, New Yori. 


s 


In this connection, attention is directed to Bureau 
letter dated June 29, 1943, a copy of which was furnished the Detroit 


Field Division and which inetructed that is undeveloped lead quoted 


above, set forth in the report of agent be disregarded at 





Purgy ant thereto, the lead contained 


Special Acent is not being covered, in the-absence of specific . 
instructions thereto ANED Burem. 


ALL INFOMATION CONT en 
si HEREIN IS £7/SLASSIFIED " 
DATE eb BY 2 tego 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


oo 2 Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, i Se. 
indicated, explain this deletion. saa 


nk 


Q Deleted under exemption(s) — B70 Wikisctacete * 
material available for release to you. 


(_} Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


{ | Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) _ 
So, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


—__—_ Page(s) referred for consultation to the following goverment agency(ies); 


sans the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 


—__—— Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


(J For your infonnation: 
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eo Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


be 


w Deleted under exemption(s) — bop withae segregable - 
material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
C1 Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


LJ Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) __- 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


—_— Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 
ee sass the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


—__..... Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


LJ} For your information: 
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W Deleted under exemption(s) Soe b70 with no segregable 


maternal available for release to you. 
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Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 
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ass was /were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


———.. Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); —-- 
ao sans the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


——-__— Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


{"] For your infomation: 
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This Case Getptnted At ORTROIT, MICHIGAN «Ss DRTROIT. Pile No. ef naps 
Report, Made At Date Made Period Made Report Made By — 
TETROIT, MICHIGAN 1/20/43 y 5/11 914 415,19 





Title 
GERALD LYVAN, KENNETH SMITH, With Aliases, 


Gerald L. K.'Smith, Gerald L. KO Schnidt ; 
THe? COMMITTER OF 1,000 ,000 


Character 

INTERNAL SECURITY ~- g 

| CUSTODIAL DETENTION 
SEDITION 





ee of Facts: 







a... ves that SMITH wert on p7? 
ing tour fiom May 25, 1943 throigh © 

rian 5, 1943, SMITH to speak in Indiana, 

Ohio, and Illinois. SMITH is appare néle 


O 
/-— 
<{ | 
engaged in somewhat of a feud with BLIZABETE | C ) 
_ 
aa) 
a, 
QO 


ine 

























ILLING at the present, time although the 

ct cause 4s ror ye+ known. Informant | 
rere further tha: he has received inf orma- 
tion to the effec: that SKITH has been in 
telephonic contac* with Congressman NYS 2nd 
* Congressman HO*FRAN, Informant of Detroit 

























Office attended two meetings held by SLOTH 

ie i 7 in Detroit and states that no remarks of a 

mt \ Bs ie. seditious nature were made at e meetings, | - 
ee y A VOPIES DESTROYED SMITH visited - 
pet b, Denver, fran June dune al, 
pe ae 4 te I, CT 20 1964 1943, at which tine he ge gr ecusens. ercor 

8 } REE 

stl ° a Approv od and Special Agent in 
f= a Forwardeg Charge 
oe pfs Mlage Se TF RAE Fo 7 | er 













bel ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED "> 
fata (10-809 HEN S UNCLSSED 


2 Washington (100-6484) 
2 New York (100-19707) © 

2 Pittsburgh (100-5778) 

2 Indianapolia (100-4754) 
2 San Antonio 

2 New Orleans (62-1191) 
2 Charlotte (100-3636) 
2 Baltimore C. 
2 Chicago (100-7744) 
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(Detroit Pile 62-1126) — 


: —_ ‘= . ; j * : . ) F . 
received fran a Confidential source, are _ 


aét forth herein. SMITH denies partici= 
1 pation in race riot, which occurred in 
Detroit recently, and has written Dies = os ae 
Committee to that effect. — | 





- Pe 





REFENENCE : Report of Special Agent 
dated May 5, 1943, at Detroit, Michigan. 


Reporting Agent has maintained close contac’ i tn | 4 ar 
whose identity is known to bVY 
the Bureau, and wy ce the sutmission of the last report » nes 
submitted the following inforration to the Detroit Offics at various 

times: 


IETAILS: 












informant statsa that he had received information to. the 
effect that SiMITH was to address emeet nee, in the following places on the 
Tollowing-naned dates: 


Erie, Seneyivaite May 25 — 

Chicago, illinois Mey 28 ; 

Toledo, Ohio kiay 30 

Fort Wayne, Indiana June 1 

St. Henry, Ohio Jane 6 


At the time this information was spl piaaliy received by : 
the Detroit Office » informant stated that there was a great possibility 
that these meetinge would not be held inasmich as he had noticed of late 
that SKITH apparently had had trouble in various towns in wi.ich he was to 
speak in securing appropriate néeting halls. In line with the informa~ 
tion received from Informant, however, requests were made of the various 
Field Offices to conduct appropriate investigations at the time theese y 
meetinge were supposed to be held. ; ah : - . 


we 






7. Informant stated further hat he had received informe 
tion to the effect that Hr. and kirs. GER... OD, well known to the - 
Buredu, were apparently in-the vicinity of De t, Michigan, some tine 
between May 10 and May 2, 1943, and it was Informant's asia that 
SMITH had had lunch with the WINKOD! » on several occasions. : | 





eee Information was also ‘received from this same Informant ; 
OR to the effect that SKITH is apparently engaged in semewhat of a feud with - 
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(Detroit File 62-1126) 


Pe 
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Mrs, BLIZABETH DILLING, of Chicago, sho is well known to the bites a 
The exact cause of this feud is not known at the present time, however, 
Informant stated he would endeavor t> ascertain the reason for the ae 
apparent falling-out between SMITH and DILLING. : 







a 





Informant received information to “the effect that on 
several occasions ef late, when SMITH was |ttempting to nezotiate for the 
rental of halls in Chicago through CaptainAOUTHARD, aleo well knowm to 
the Bureau, DILLING apparently took some gtéps in an attempt to hinder the 
Southard Comittee fror, renting the halla jp Chicago. 


at hie office in Washington, D. C., at which tine StITH discussec with 

the ocssibility of NY¥Z's speaking at one of several meetings to be 
conducted by SHITH. SMITH i¢ aleo alleged to have ecnt>ctra Rep esenta~ 
tive CLARE HOFFMAN, oF Michigan, pt nis ‘Fastingtor. Office with this same 
thougnt in mind. 


SMITH allegedly has telephonicaily cuitacted Senavor 
\r 


Infonmation wes received from this same source to the 
effect that hrs. EXNESTKLUUNDEES was in Detroit, Michigan, liay 31. for 
the apparent, purpose of tonierring with SMITH... 


Qn June 18, 1943, Informant advised the Detroit Office 
that SMITH had left on that sare date for Denver, Colorado, for the ._. 
purpose of visiting with . SMITH apparently — | 








was to confer with r} ive to their future plans. It was 
ascertained that S-. returned to the city of Detroit the evening of 
June 21 or the morning of June 22. 


« 
~ 


At the present time SEITH'S office force seems to be bx “a 
quite busy in distributing copies of the book eos Decade". this book — ; 
having apparently bee: d oe the Bobbs Merrill, New York -’ 


Information was alse received from this same source to: 
the effect that SHITH was to have a amall gathering at the Book Cadillac 
Hotel on the evening ef June 29, for the specific purpode of celebrating 
his wedding anniversary; that in.all probability SMITH >ald also make «tis 


eT nee, ee ee eer Se oe ee re i ee ee Se See ; ees so ae 


SCS 2AMOCUNCEMGAL FTSsGVL VS CO 148 A2LLILUGe 1n tne Trecent yrace ricte WuSE 
occurred in Detroit, Michigan, on June 20 and Bis. “ere ot otated a Hiek 
this definitely was @ closed meeting. : ne 


| whose identity is essoie to. Shae 
the Bureau, attended meetings sponsored by SkITH on ay: i, 1943, ant 
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(Detroit File 62-1126) ae 


Jane 8, 1943. Informant gubai tted reports to this office, which , sorts: 
are being set forth verbatim as follows: Page 
"ay 12, 1943 | a ee s “4 ee 


Meeting was held in the auditorium of liaccabees Bldg., 
lower lobby floor. Entrance was not denied to any persone . 
About 1500 persons attended with every seat taken. 





Smith: Stated that at this meeting any person signing a 

yearly pledge of 312 would receive a founders certificate and 
ah a copy of "Famine", Made plea for funds to carry on work, 
oo Stated he would speek later in Buffalo & Denver. 


a ae One person stated he was employed by Acme Court Reporters. 
eet Smith then asked who employed that concern. When the indi-~ 
Core vidual stated that he did not know, Smith asked that he be 
eS _ gseorted cut of the meeting. The crowd then spotted another 
mcaeh party wha said "Quess I'll scram". He was also taking notes. 


' ae | ' Smith asked if anyone was taking notes to identify themselves, 


Mra.\Knowles of tha&Mothers of America told about her fights 
to g free transportation for soldiers, using other countries 
as comparison, Stated that she is starting a campaign to 
eliminate Prof Rugg] textbook from Detroit schools. | 


Sweeney spent most of his tine telling the audience how good 

th is and struck the idea of Mm th for Presidsnt-~or at least 
Senator". Stated that the A.F.P. will support any person against 
Roosevelt for President who has ideals similar to 4.F.P. and 
will sponsor their own man if conditions are not favorable, | 
Speech was anti-semetic stating in various ways that the Jews 
are now preparing for a financial ad after the war ete of 
supporting the war now. 


Smith ‘told that he purchased a can of salmon on the “black 

_ market" marked packed in Japan and was told that this merchan-. 
dise was shipped to U.S. in Russian ships in ee for our 
Fubber Pactery's Ya 







Mesting attended by older persons from 50-70 3 years of age ad 
apparently whole families or groups of friends, and womeg ° 
seem equally divided. Only one person recognized, ANNHE LR, e 
‘loeal real estete salesman employed by Max Ramm & Co. He is 
‘either on probation now or awaiting trial for embezselment and | 
fraud. Seems to be active and attended with four nen & two women," 
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wTuesday evening 8:00 - 6/8/1,3 - 


maw: Meeting held at Maccabees Bldg. auditorium. Doors opened to ee 
—s admit one person at a tine. Cards (as attached) were demanded 
: | from each person entering. : 





About 1600 persons attended. 


Speakers: G. L: Ki Se 
, Dr. Le LX karion 
, Chas a Ad\ Madden 


Capt\Grace 9 was not there. It was explained that his duties 
required his presence at another point. 


Smitht Good portion of speech for funds. Told about picketing 
Wilkie speech. Told about Buffalo paper epiesetsing? him and 
retraction statement. 


Marion: Eulogy of Saith. Biblical phrases to show ina: etc. 
Recited Declaration of Independence from memory. Later 
stated he also knows Patrick Henry address, Seemed like 
@ enal) boy "showing off", 


There werd no organized plans submitted other than publicity. 
Smith to go to Denver then to California to speak. Wanted an 
additional donation for trip. Will bring Hoffman & Fish here te 
speaks 


Meeting nae ama with usual salute to oe and book & magazine — | 
salestalk,” 


Informant exhibited to seats Agent a Certificate 
of Kembership, which informant received from The America Firet party 
upon payment of the fee, This certificate is printed on paper lace 
ai 63" and bears the following data: 


‘ Qhmerica First Party. Thies is to certify that : 
has been listed in the National Headquarters of the Tatton a ae. 
First Party as one of the original supporters and aids in. 
founding and extending the organization activities of the ,* 78 
Ansrica First Party ‘in preparation for entering the America 
First Party legally and officially on the ballots of the . 


various states. 
Signed Gerald L, K, Smith 
" ‘Director of pounce anal 


<5 


. -- 








er er pee cos apren Tyra aes aes Tt: Raper aoe i Aaa 14st - EE ety bale er ate. wes = 
5 : oy 2 -t a ae io! we Bs, : 


Nese. = et wapian ad he 
siete ors Svan one 
. ii a) Boe Sec) eithat A ee a 
a ’ ’ 
é 
. ts 2 





3 . 
4 : af fe “4 ; . 
2s ay entice dad. oS apr e iaaes Bia ane tee ite tes Thm aes 
Se eas ag sah Uy ate 4 ai a oe ' 


: e : . * 
t | ; . 8 *. va 3 “ : . x ; ; 
. ? @ a raed : . 


(Detroit File 62-1126) 


taroraant also turned over to the Detroit Office  .».:.. 
various pistes of literature which he had received from the America ==). 
First Party in the past several weeks, which material is being enclosed — 
_in an envelope for the information of the Bureau, 





Informant turned over to the Detroit Office nea of 
the bulletin entitled "Th&Lross and The Flag" for February, March and 
May, which copies are being enclosed for the information of the Bureau. 





Informant stated that in his opinion during the time . 
he was in attendance at the above-mentioned meetings no un-Anerican 
mi statements were made which could possibly be construed as being seditious 
in nature, 


as | aaa, whose identity is known 
en: 4 to the Bureau, stated he been in a position whereby he had been able 
Rog to secure copies of rao: aac 
ay eee Ina s Ss are more or less 
a 


8 ey are being set forth verbatin hereinafter: 
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| | At the Book Cadillac Hotel, it was ascertained that a kr. and 
a 7 Mrs. A. WADILLING registered in room 1647 of the Book Cadillac Hote! on 
=, * Karch 6, 1943, and checked out on March 8, 1943. Upon registering. these 


individuals gave the address of 51,5 Essex Street, Kennelworth, Illinois. 
It was ascertained that during the tine these individuals were at the 


we 
i 
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Wesw ew ah SLE VP EMA OT UG 


hotel they made three calls to Subject SKITH and one call to LURRAY J. 
KNOWLES, 15500 Piedmont Street, Detroit, Michigen. This nuaber was obtained 
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‘TQ THE BUREAU 
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Copies of The Cross and the Flag for February, harch and 
May, 1943, as well as for June, 1943.0 ~~~” 


Miscellaneous literature turned over to the Detroit Office 
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TE BALTIMORE FIELD DIVISION 


* AL BALTIMORE, HARYLAND 








Will endeavor to i icle written by HENnKY L. 

*MENKEN, which is referred to ~ ila. in which NMENKEN spsaks 
of subject as the foremost "rabble-rouser" in America. If thought ad- 
visable, will interview HENiY L. MENKEN. 








ae THE CHARLOTTE FIELD DIVISION : . 
: 8 * AT CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 
a. i 







Will contact and ascertain 
whether he has any knowledge concerning subject and Lis background, 


THE CHICAGO FIELD DIVISION 


AT GKICAGO, ILLINGIS 











Will advise in report form the results of the meeting addressed 
by SHITH on May 28, 1943, 





THE CLEVELAND FIELD DIVISION 
AT CLEVELAND, OHTO 


ars 
oo. een 


Will advise in report form the results of meetings addressed 


by SMITH at Toledo, Ohio, on May 30, 1943, and in St. Henry, Ohio, on 
June 6, 1943, 


THE HOUSTON FIELD DIVISION 
- © AT HOUSTON, ThExnS 
Willi endeavor to locate 














“yt \ + 27 = 








ane ws SP atlas. eat age ae 

RNa <2 : Set Eats Leith ur aavean eine MyM 
er La uke ewe oe eS eh afte ot 
s z 


«= 





(Detroit File 62-1126) 


a 





THE INDIANAPOLIS FIELD DIVISION 
. . AT INDIANAPOLIS, INDIAKA 





Wild report the. result of the meeting Reereseet oy SkITH 
at Fort Wayne, on June 1, 1943.- 





ee See een” arenes 






Will contact 
concerning his knowledge of subject, his background and assoclates. 





THE NEW YORK FISLD DIVISIOK 
AT NEW YORK, NEW 
ill intervi 











— _In connection with th ts should 
‘ be made to locate and interview 

* Investigation should b 
in Bureau letter to the Naw York Field Office dated rine 16, 19434 






” 


oe THE PITTSBURGH FIELD DIVISION 
AT ERIE, PEN\SYLVANIA 


Will report the results of the seeting addressed by SMITH 
at Erie,Pennsylvania, on May 25, 1943. 


THE S.N ANTONIO FIZLD DIVISION , cig 


2 AT SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS er 

Will, in accordance with the request of the Technical ue 
Laboratories, as noted in a letter fron the Laboratory to the San Antonio 
Office, dated June 8, 1943, forward to the Bureau the original letter 
allegedly sent by Subject SHITH for the purpose of conducting an appro- 
priate examination by the Technical Laboratory. — 
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THE WASEINGTON FIELD DIVISION 
* AT WL SHINGTON, D. C. 
Will endeavor to ascertain from the OWL office if any 
Washington reports have been released to the effect that war casualties 
. for this year will amount to one million or a ratio of one out of every 
two men serving overseas. 
THE DETROIT FIELD DIVISION 
AT DETROIT, MIC’ IGaN ‘ 
Wh11 maintain contact vith ‘w- 
| a and@Jand report any information furnished by them to the Ruresa. 
< — «bP 
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res is the REAL TRuth about thes ¢ Riots? 


Dear Fellow American: 


You have been hearing about the race riots in Detroit, but you 
have not heard much. Most of the sensational truth has not been printed 
Among the rumors that have gone out, are the following: 


- Women raped at Belle Iale Park. 

. Sailors stabbed. 

200 stores cemolished. 

700 wounded in rece battle. 

Negroes pulled out of street cars and busses and killed in 
the strest, 

« High sensvi graduates menaced at conmencement exercises, 

6000 soldiers police the streets of Detroit. 

Thousands of negroes afraid to go t2 work in war factories. | 
Thousands of whites refuse to work beside negroes in factories. 
feee 2) 3 16. 106,000 machino gun bullets fired into negro hotel. 


is . s 
* 


wODAIn VEWNrH 


These and hundreds of other rumors and reports have gone out. 


(tte oe Bis JT a BP 


In the next issue of THE CROSS AND THE FLAG, the monthly magazine 
I edit, I shell discuss this sensationel riot in detail, telling many — 
facts which you have been unable to read. 


IF you SubséRrin€ Now for THe Cross 
AND VHE FLAG— You witt RECEWE TS 


SPEciAL RACE Riot EDdITion, 
Tear Off Here — sf 
Gerald L. K, Smith, Editor ee ie a ae 
THE CROSS AND THE FLAG hee ; fae 
Post Office Box 459 ee . aye. 
Detroit (31) Michigen ' ac 





acl ? 


I.want to be sure to get the next’ ‘aus of THE CROSS AND THE FLAG 
deeling with the sensational Detroit race riots. The square containing 
my cross (x) indicetes my desire, 


a mus enclose $2.00 for 1 yr. subscription to THE CROSS AND THE FLAG. 
[7 I enclose $1.00 for 6 mo. aubscription to THE CROSS AND THE FLAG. 


Neme 





Address 





T. 41. DUCHE & SONS, INC... NEW YORK #16 
il7 Huds.n Street, 


» #15 


Jaly 20, 1943 


The Cross & flag 
P.O. Box 459 
Detroit, Michircan Attms Wr. Gerali Le. X. Smith, Fiitor 


Gentlesenr 


I have a circular fros your office soliciting a aud seristion 
to some outlicetion you have chosen ts cell "The Cross snd the 
Flag*. [ hsve no idea how ay nage recched your mailinc list, 
but it wll serve no good purpose for you to keeo it there, be- 
cause I would not be the least bit interested in any line of 
activity sith which Fr. Smith is connected. ‘ 

= oP 

_ Yours very truly, 
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: octet Ff “ty ; . haat ge? 
, aM , 
“3615 - of t 
RECORDED August 1h, 1943 ; 
T. M. Duche and Sine, incorporated 
117-119 Hudson Street 
New York, New York 
Doar 
I have for acknowledgment your communication of 
recent date with enclosures. 
Your thoughtfulness and interest in making thie 
material available are indeed appreciated, 
Sincerely yours, 
John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
Mr. Tolson 
Mr, E. A. Tamm_ INFORMEE: ay CONTAINED 
Mr. Clegg ALL ACC ata! 
Mr. Coffey Ha] “cee 
Mr, Glavin HERE HS ke JNG - WT 
Mr. Ladd vols [ke BY 
Mr. Nichols DA ; rage 
Mr. Rosen Juibo" 
Mr. Tracy . == auck oa 
Mr. Garson ei | nay BNIG EP . 
Mr. Harbo (| ww iets SE : | any 
Mr. Hendon 2g ee ele Ch ole Wd he ¢ J 
Mr. McGuire - oi | 
Mr. Mumford. a agr 243 - ae 
Mr. Piper. . ‘2 i" 
Mr. Quinn Tamm,,. gic. 5 ci 17 
Mr. Nease; eee a sie ia ean 
Miss Gandy =P ‘ ss AAG TY ite Ly 
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| | July 30, 1943 
t . : a 
| FBI 
: Washington, D. C. 
Gentlemen: 
The enclosed is the fourth 
; ae mailing of the same circular sent to this 
. . office, addressed to the executives. 
S Am-sending it on to you, in the | 
S event you wish to investigate, 
= ~*~ Very truly yours 
\ eTESTCHESTER SERVICE CORPORATION 
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L3g/G -20g""" 10, 1943 


Westchester Service Corporation 
Foot of Ludlow Street 
Yonkers, How York 


Centleanen;: 


I wish to aclnowledge receipt of your letter of July 30, 
7 1943, as well as its enclosure, certain mimcographed material __ bre 


received by of your corpany fron Detroit, Michivan, 
PET img ~~ 
ae ae Your courtesy and interest in making this material 
, a available are much appreciated and you may be assured that the 


information fumished by you is being given appropriate attention. 


Se ed John Edgar floover 
ae 2. & Director 
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Date: August 17, 1943 
To: SAC, Detruifé 





Kron: J. Tcpar foover — Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Subject: GERALD Le Re STITH 
Ti COMITMY OF ONT LILLION 
IUD RAL SECTRITY 
SEDITION 


| 


wy 
malate 


Yor your information and assistance in conection 
. with your investigation of this casc, therc are forwerded 
ees herewith photostatic copies of a circular entitled, "Race 
ees Riots," anparently being cistributed by subject Saith. 


a The original of tiis circular was nace available 
es to the Burcau by the Westchester Service Corporation, Foot 
of fudlow Street, Yonkers, "ew York, which, in ite letter 

of tranmittal, acvised that the circular had been roce!ved in 

Lone carked at Detroit, Micidran, and addrossed to 
who ls apparently an officer of the testcliester 

orpora OT} » 

. Tolson | . la. a 
.’E. A. Tamm. \ 
. Clegg LE . ) fal 
SE metoms gt NFORMATION COTAINED 


. Glavin 
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WMEDRMATION CONTAINED 


a] 
Res GERALD Le. K. SMITH, with 


Dear Sir: 








There is being set forth below the substance of information re- 
ceived from , Whose identity is known to the Bureau. L2 
This info celved by the Detroit Office during the period 
from July 22 through August 10, 1943. 

Informant stated he had j j o the effect that 
SMITH had telephonically contacted honetic) at 
Barington, Illinois, in an attempt O was supposed b7t 
to be st > at this particular residence. sed that he could 
contact at the San Antonio Hotel in San Antonio,Texas. No further 
information has been received relative to this information, but informant 
stated he would endeavor to ascertain exactly who S!OTH was referring to. 





On August 9, 1943, Informant stated he had received information 
to the effect that SIOTH had been in contact with a of Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania, apparently a friend of SMITH'S, and t s to } 
make arrangements for a meeting which SMITH was to address in Pittsburgh on 7 
August 17, 1943. Informant continued by relating he had received information 
to the effect that on August 9, 1943, SMITH had been in telephonic contact 
with the personal secretary of Senator NYE, and that at this time SMITH had 
advised the secretary that he, SHITH, had been approached by an individual 
giving his name as HENSHA™T (phonetic) and that HENSHAW had represented himself 
as being a close friend of NYE, and that NYE had more or less told the in-~ Bs 
dividual to contact SMITH. SMITH was advised by the secretary that HE JSHAW “Yl. 
was OK to deal with, but that he was very stubborn. ee Pre RE bey eran. 
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Letter to the Director | Re: GERALD L..K. SMITH, with aliases 
August 12, 1943 


f 
doubt ag to the activities of a SMITH, at that time, requested 
the secretary to attempt to ascertain the exact activities of ED = sug- 
gested that probably MARTIN DIES! office might have some info concerning 
this individual. Informant stated that also during this conversation he happened 
to overhear SMITH commenting tothe secretary concerning the book "Undercover® 
recently published by one JOHN ROY CARLSON, in which book SMITH is referred to in 
rather derogatory terms. 





SMITH stated that he very definitely was of the opinion that the - 
information set forth in the book should be made the Subject of a Senatorial 
investigation and that in all likelihood, the book ws being backed by WALTER 
WINCHELL. SMITH suggested the NYE "and the rest of’ them" attempt to call for a 
full dress investigation into the facts surrounding the publication of the book. 


7 Informant stated that he was under the impression that on August 9, 
Senator NYE had been in Detroit and at that time arrangements were being made to 
well- 


have lunch vith (ee °° the Ford Motor Company, and Mrs. LUNDEEN 
known to the Bureau. ese arrangements were apparently made ee 
smuch 












a 4 personal secretary to HENRY FORD. During SMITH'S conversation with 
: made the remark that he hesitated to ask to do anything for 

oe. as he realized position and he not want to inspire any reactions; 

SON that had a lot of peculiar ideas about the situation and that he, 

ne avparently referring to was ashamed to have the world and his friends 

know that such a thing exists because FORD and all of them enjoyed such a fine 

reputation over the whole country. / 






Ff 
es. This office has no definite information as to whether or not NYE 
ON did meet with FORD, SMITH, and 





aot Informant stated that he had received information to the effec that 
SMITH was to address a meeting at Buffalo, New York, on Monday, August 16, and 
that he was also to address a meeting in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, on August 17. 
The Buffalo and Pittsburgh Offices have been requested to appropriately cover 
these meetings. 7 . 
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it te noted that in the second parazraph of your letter you 
state that the informant advised sose tine betwcen July 22 and Aus ust 10, 
1943, that he had received inforzation to the effect that catth had tele 
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SAC, Detroit a i Page 2 : 


activities are, at the request of the i ameberpaiid (e water investizga=~ 
tion by tho “etroit Cflice. This investirzation is beins ferried 
out unier the theary of the Sedition Statutes, 
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: Dear Sir: 


moras Reference is made to the report of Special Agent 
oe, ae Uae Detroit, Michigan, dated July 20, 1943, setting forth a lead 
Tyee a or the San Antonio Field Division to forward to the Bureau an ori- 
ginal letter allegedly written by the subject SMITH for the purpose 
of conducting an appropriate examination by the Technical Laboratory. 





Reference is further made to my letter to the Bureau dated 
June 26, 1943 marked attention technical laboratory, transmitting to 
the Technical Laboratory the original letter for further examination. 


nam #£..24L 2. gation ee oe 


Inasmuch as no 1urwiér investigatior Peaualis vo ve done in 
the San Antonio Field Division, this case is being considered referred 
upon completion to the office of origin. 


Very truly yours, Y) 


jmp 
cc — Detroit 
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Le, August 18, 1913 | 


RE: QERAID L, yaw LS 
THE COWMQTTEE OF ONE MILLION [ 
INTCRNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION 
Dear Sirs 


Reference is made to your letter of August 12, 1943, setting 


forth the substance of information concerning this subject furnished 19 Dy) 
your Office by during the period froma 
July 22 through Augu ’ ° 





The following paragraph appears in your letters 
“Inforzant stated that he was under the impression that 
on Aucust 9, Senator NYE had been in Detroit and at 
arrangenents were being made to have lunch with 
of the Ford Motor Company, and Urs, LUNDEEN, well- the 
personal 


onversation with 
hesitated to ask 





secretary to HINRY FORD. During SWITH bre 
S¥ITH made the renark that he 
do anything for him inasmuch as he 

on and he did not want to inspire any 

reac tionss @ lot of peculiar ideas about the 

situation and » @pparently referring to was 

ashamed to have the world and his friends know ha thing 

exists because FORD and all of them enjoyed such a fine reputa- 

tion over the whole country .* . 
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oo SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: On May 30, 1943, GERALD L. EK. SMITH and Mrse | 
+ oa LUNDIN spoke to approximately 350 people 
3 in the oom of the Secom Hotel, Toleb, Ohio, 
Qn June 2, 1943, SMITH spoke at the high school, 
3 ° Ste Henry, Obio,g On June 15, 1943, SMITH and 


Congressman CLARE E.\ HOFFMAN spoke at a "Special 
Flag Day Committee" meeting in the Public Auditoriua 
Ballroom, Cleveland, Ohio. SMITH, LUNDIN and HOFFMAN 
expressed at length their anti-~Canmnist, anti-Hew 
= Deal and anti~Inmernationalists viewpoints. SMITH 
seek repeated many remarks previously made at meetings 
i: and published in his magazine “Crosa and Flag@, : 
i . - Collections and subscriptions were solicited, . - 
} 


: 0 “RUGS Ss 


References Bureau Pile No. 
| Letter fran the Detroit Field Division dated | May 
oa 21, 19436 on 


: Detailes AT TOLEDO, OHIO 


"~~. Specdal scoot SER ars 0c that on May bie] 
on 30, 1943, Le Ke spoke st a meeting © ae 


- 4m the Ballroom of the Secora Hotel in Toledo, Obes 
The meeting was aitended by appraximately 350 people | 
and the majority of them were elderly people, «ith a 
women being the most predominant. Not more than ned 


8 people under forty kde 
. hls A 



















DO NOT witty IN THIKEZ SPACES eran 


[X= B76 








Psa (0B Din. hina® ge ceme | 


wane 
on  e howe a : 





COPIES OF THs REPORT 





= ba Detrott (ABSA) of a | oe 
| ETRE ALL FORMATION CMAQ go 


sort 


aves, DESTRU' “HEREIN | 





aie ae 


oiled eda 4 z ae 

ioe oe f v . ge eee pie eo aig - 

aan Ks ee ee ON gh OS EE ae Oe gig. ye ag eee Loe ea ie Va i pot 

SAR A ge lt at ae eth abteer ee eg oat te ere eS vig tteminng aon ee ane f }: tit = ae os i 
eT At ge OE wh cay te Loalees OF ated a er NG ae ait hl She On 






oe = on y, 
Mm 
e = it 
ty 
+ 
oy y 
“ ‘ : : ., 5 
. - a. wos ida vig : ) ape 
CvV.F.& - : = “ie Sts : a. : biped! “ake, ChE ‘ as: 
?. ‘ . . . - = ea isk eta: he / e. . Bes - cd 
100~7463 Be gre ee ee 
- ‘ = a cat ee ase! Be . 
2 : Fa - 


the mdience. The meeting was scheduled for 3:00 Pom. andit did Bk get 
way until 3:3 pom. | eat. Ss es Joa 





SMITH waa the first speaker on the program, He made a verbal mod, 
on President ROOSEVELT and the New Deal, He accused ROOSEVELT as striving to *. 
eet himself up as a king of the United Nations and as striving to set Vica~ 
President WALLACE up as the future president of the United States. He densuncea 
any plans of the present government to set up any sort of world government. 
SMITH stated that the Bank of Englani was not anxious to get the war over and 
was making plans to assure its continuance. He also made statements to the 
effect that while there was a food shortage, Secretary WICKARD'S fenily hed 
Plenty, inasmuch as ROOSEVELT had warned them to store up for the rationing 
that was to come. He alao verbally attacked the administration for miamanage~ 
ment of the gasoline aituation, stating that while no one had gasoline to ride 
around on it was being poured out on the ground in Pennsylvania, He also 
stated that while the farm situation was critical, there was in some parts of 
the west miles to plow with but no harnesses and in other sections there were 
harnesses but no miles to put them one | 


SMITH aleo made a verbal attack on WENIELL WILLKIE, denouncing him 
bitterly as a New Dealer and autocrat. He stated that there was a wide spresd 
move on to change this country into Communism He aivocated giving to Anerica® 
civilians and American soldiers all the food and supplies they need and then 
if there was anything left it should be turned ower to the allies, : 


| Mrs. ERNEST LUNDIM aleo spoke on the program following SMITH. 8b 
vigorously defended her late husband's recard while he was in politics, then 
entered into a verbal attack on the present administration, She quoted from 
a letter that her Imsband had once received fron Admiral SIMS in which SDS 
recammended the book written by GEORGE SYLVESTER WIERICK on World war I eo 
She denounced the methods used by the court in the trial of VIER 
calling thea un-American. 
"yg, WONDIN stated “our boys are fighting on the three fronte to 
preserve the four freedoms for foreigners*. a a Ete . 
"7. After Mies. LONDIN spoke SMITH tock up a collection end made & ples 
for subscriptions to the Cross and Flage Apparently there was quite & resp” 
from the mudience both for magazine subscriptions ami to the collection. 4 . 
The above related activities and statements were eee y/ 
AT STL RENRY , ORTO ae ee ee a Soi be 
3 , On the evening of June 2, 1943, GERAID L. K. ee aces me 
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Ohio, previously interested in social justice, the Townsend plan and now t 
GERALD L, K, S@UITH America First Committees introduced by SMITH. , 


__ "at the qutect of his speech SIITH stated that be intendea to deal 
withthree pointe which wae fivat,. Comunies, second, the use of the war by 

the New Dealers to perpetuate theaselves in office and third, the creation of 

@ vast international government which would eubjugate this country, . <{.°- | 


ee . 


: Concerning Communiem, SMITH asserted that the New Deal, under . 
ROOSEVELT, has winked its eye at Comunian and the various governmental bureaus — 
have became filled up with Commniets, He made reforeme to the speech of Vice~ 
President WALLACE which SMITH claimed was delivered in New York City on the 
eccasion of the 26th anniversary of the Russian revolution. SMITH read short 
excerpts of thespeech without completing the sentence or thought. He dwelt on 
the manner in which Russia has dealt with the churches and the Catholic Church 

in particular. He claimed to have information that Russia refused te allow «a 
collection of haly objects, medals,etc, collected in this country by the Catholic 
Cturch, to be admitted into Russia. SMITH did not mention any date for this 
alleged transaction, Throughout his entire speech, he made frequent references — 
to hie magasine, the “Croes ani Flag, and read from it occasionally. He con- 
denned the freeing of EARL BROWER from prison claiming that he, SMITH, was 
being persecuted by the Communists and the Government bureaucrats, 


7 Relative to the second point, the New Deal's use of the war to 

perpetuate itself in office, he inferred that the use of the ration card was 
one of the means so thought up by the New Deal. He stated that BERNARD BARUCH 
in 1936 said that the way to control the people in war time was thraigh the 
ration card, and not the concentration camp. He painted a picture of conditions 
on the east coast area where he stated that people could not have gas to go to 
church, inferring it was unnecessary since large supplies were dumped on the 
ground in western Pennsylvania for lack of storage space. He also alleged that 
gasoline had been poured on the icy roads last winter in the east ani used to 
melt ice and snow. He commented on the current mine strike by saying that it 
is an example of the way the New Deal has built up its power to euch an axtent 
that they can now step in and take over private property, declaring it to be 
Government property, Addressing himself to the farmers at the mecting, he 
stated that things wre now in such @ state that if a period of bad crops or 
famine hit this country all the Government had to do was simply to come and 
declare that their farms belonged to the Government ani from then on they woul 
take orders from the Government. He referred to the proposed Labor Conscription _ 
Bill now before Congrees, alleging that its passage was desired by the New Deal 
to get it further power over the lives of the ordinary citisen because then the 
citizen would have to move wherever the Government, meaning the New Deal, wated 

/ Bim to move. He concluded this portion of his speech by stating that he hed 
heard that ROOSEVELT was happy about the trouble and strife in the coal mines 
because it gave the Federal Government an excuse to teke over the minstae. = 
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 & "Ya a elaboration on the ration card reaark, he stated that a - 
reporte® on the Chicago Tribune had wisited the farm of CLAUDE BE. WICKARD and 
had found enough food stored up in the deep freese lockers to last an ordinary 


_ family on the curren point set up for six or seven years. SMITH offered no 


explanation or date on which this occurred, but merely inferred that it ws 
hoarding on the part of WICKARD and his father who managed the farm, He con- 
cluded this thought by stating that euch a man as WICKARD should not be in the 
cabinet of the President of the United States, but in the federal penitentiary. 


With regard to his third point, the idea of creating a vast inter- 
national government which would supersede cur own, SMITH sper, most of his tine 
pointing out the alleged disporportionate smount of the cost of the war which 
thie country ie bearing. He made particular reference to the epeech of the act- 
ing head of the British lend-lease in this country, which was delivered before | 
the Press Club. He read a portion of this speech which to him indicated that 
the British did cot intend to pay for such lend-lease equipment because the 
British were not now keeping track of the cost of things. He inferred that 
this country was being takenfor another ride and that wo should have received | 
certain British islands as payment for the previous war debt and we should act 
now be forced to lease them, He stated that ROOSEVELT was now apparently trying 
to secure the position of the President of the International Government which 
the New Deal was helping to set up and added thatif ROOSEVELT ran for a fourth 
term and was elected he would resign the Presidency of the United States in favor 
of WALLACE, taking for himself the job of President of this International Govern | 
ment. At the conclusion, SMITH exhibited a flag which he alleged was probably 
the one meant to supersede the one of the United States, It contained thirteen 
stripes, but had a Unionjack with a Star of David superimposed on the place. 
where the forty-eight stars are usually placed. ° . : _ 


Throughout his speech SMITH made frequent references to the great 
work he was doing in saving the country from ruination by the New Deal. He male. 
reference to his magazine, the "Cross ani Flag" and sought subscriptions for it. 
He likewise sought donations fram the approximately 500 people present at the 
meeting and apparently the majority of them contrituted. Evidenally, SMITH 
had expected many more people in attendance inasmich as loud speakers had been | 
set up to take care of an expected overflow cromi on the school yard law. SMITH | 
mentioned that a large outdoor rally meeting be held at some fair grounds this... 
summex in the general vicinity of St. Henry. ROMER, who had intrauced = 
SMITH stated that he intended to bring GERALD NIE, ¢ WNDIN, MARTIN L. 
and CLARENCE FMAN to Ste Hemy at same future daten gE 
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' The above meeting was attended by Bpec4al Agent ae -:. - 
witne e above statements and activities. It has been fepo Special 
Agent hat the area around St. Henry has been regarded in the past as a b7e 


rather radical community by reaidents in the surrounding area. The town of St. 
Henry and the surrounding rural area is almost entirely settled by persons of | 
German descent and Catholic religion. At one tigs Father COUGHLIN had a fairly 
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strong following in this community, The Townsend plan hes also fared rather oat 
well in the locality as hes the Lawson "No Interest" plane © 


AT_GLEVELAND , OHIO 


On the evening of June 15,1943, GERALD L. K. SMITH and Congressman p71 
CLARE E, HOFFMAN addressed an audience of approximately 400 people in the Cleve~ 


c Auditorium » This moting was attended by Special Agents 
coca con spi RT 
meeting 80 those ributed hy the United Mothers of America, invited 


the bearer to hear an address by Congressman HOFFMAN, labeled the most fearless 
man in Washington, on the subject "How to Win the War and Save the Republic® 

under the suspices of the “Special Flag Day Coomittee". This address was scheduled 
to begin at 8:00 pom. but it was approximately 6:35 pom. whenthe speakers for 

the evening, SMITH and his wife andofficers of the United Mothere of America, 
appeared on the stage. Others on the stage with SMITH were introduced during the 


proceedings as a Mrs. (name not understood) of Buffalo, New York, a-staupch 
@gupporter of the movement, a Mrs, BEATRICE. of Detroit, Mrs. pee 
a 










President of the nited Mothers of America, Clevelani Branch, i. JOSEPH 

of Cleveland, referred to as the champion of free speech in Cleveland, 

person who had opposedtthe Mayor of Clevelan} in obtaining permiesion for the 

gap to apeak in the hall, and Mrs. PHYLLIS\WONREAL, an officer of the United 
Mothers of America. Also on the platform © @. GERAID Le Keo pars and ancdher 
woman who was not presented to the « e 3 B 


t * 


_ SMITH opened the meeting by calling on members of the mdience to 

find out on what day they had received their cards af announcement. From the 
audience's response it appeared that none were received before Friday, June ll, 
1943, and that a mumber of them were not received until the 15th. SMITH related 
that the sacks of mail had been toesed into a corner of the Post Office where 
they had remained for three or fair days. SMITH remarked thatthe Cleveland Post~ 
master was not responsible for this delay, mut alleged that approximately 3000 
letters he had sent out from Detroit had been held up ty a "diabolical set of . 
persons in Cleveland who don't want you to hear the truthe, es { : 


ey oes SMITH, in formally opening the meeting, at thie point lead the audience 
in the Lord'e Prayer. He then had BERNARD ani other helpers pass aut. 
blank cards tothe audience. He announced t a vote would be had for one of 
the following possible Presidential candidates, TAFT, WILLKIE or PRICKER. SWITH 
stated he was limiting the voting to these individuals, not because possibly 
there were fot more popular individuals with thé audience, suchas LINDBERG end 
NYE, but because he wanted a test on this particular set of possible caniidates. 
Later in the meeting after the cards had been taken up and tabulated, SMITH 
&pnounced that the count showed 194 votes for Ohio Senator ROBERT A. TAFT, 106 
for Ohio Governor JOHN W. BRICKER, 96 for New YorkGovernor THOMAS EB. DEWEY and 
one for WENDELL L, WILLKIE, a | 
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ah aot stated 4t ie estimated thet one ce of two oa who eross. 
the ocean now will be either killed,wounied or made prisoner. SITH stated 
that we are fighting "to elect FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT to a fourth term". He 
atated that we are not fighting for a politicel machine, especially one like | 
the New Dealers have built. He referred to HARRY HOPKINS as being the power 
behind the President,ani has added a "secret" cabinet composed of FELIX FRANK= 
FURTER, BEN COHEN and SAMUEL ROSENMAN, At thie point a woman listener shouted 
"We want no Jews", at which SUITH emiled, SMITH announced that there were 
three menaces confronting us today, Bureaucratic fascism in Washington, would-be 
patriots in public offices and the threat of internationalian affecting our 
national sovereignty. SMITH also at this meeting exhibited a flag which he sald 
was probably the flag of the Internationalists, He threw this flag down and 
trampled on it and explained thet his only flag was the flag of the United States. 


SMITH read an article from the Detroit Press concerning an alleged 
plan by a Britisher to scrap the United States Constitution. SMITH stated that 
this same planner wert into politics immediately on coming to thie country ani 
is at the present time serving on three United States bureaus and the Americans 


are paying his salary. 


SMITH introduced Mrs. PHYLLIS MONREAL of the United Mothers of 
America who read to the audience a lengthy verse which was called "A Tribute 
to the United States Flag". Thie verse dealt withthe alleged serious sarees 
to the flag by Internationalien, Communism end New acini 


SMITH then introduced Congressman CLARE HOFFMAN. ‘HOFFMAN eae 

thet the United States has spentacre on war in the past year than Britain end 
. Russia combined. He advised the audience that we should look after cur om > 
and asked the question "Why strip ourselves of everything we hawe?® He quoted 
@ remark of HENRY A. WALLACE allegedly made in 1933 to the effect that war was 
inevitable, He stated that he did not believe this, but it was possible that 
“HENRY*® and others alght want us to fight some battle for them, HOFFMAN stated 
thet HITLER and HIROHITO spoke for their countries and STALIN speaks for his 
country, CHURCHILL speaks for his and the common people speak for our country. 
The audience was allem in regard to all the figures mentioned in this state~- _ 
ment by HOFFMAN, except for CHURCHILL who they loudly booed, parle “ca 
a@ request of the 0.%I. to make "Flag Day® a "United Nations Flag Deg*.. 

stated that his position was that he should think of the Cnited States ce h dmricas 


HOFFMAN stated that there is an unholy alliance between the present 
administration and gangster unionies, He stated that he was for the four free- 
doms but asked the question "How about some freedom here?” He stated that *if 
Christ and Christianity haven't brought peace in 2000 years, I don't think FRANKLIN 

and ELEANOR can do it". HOFFMAN charged that the New Dealers were ¢ musing food 
prays and asked "Where are you going to get milk, food and butter next winter?t* 
When he mentioned that HITLER is trying to destroy cur form of government there 
was silence, When he mentioned that ROOSEVELT was also trying to do this there 
were booes from the crowi, HOFFMAN charged that those who did want war are safe 
in Government jobe. HOFFMAN quoted a represert ative of a chain store in the 
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‘eke sasetig: was concluded by GERALD Le Ke SMITH, at which time a | 
announced the results of the presidential poll previously "mentioned. CuITH 
. lead the audience in a pledge of allegiance to the flag of the United states. | | 
_ GMITH requested subecriptions to the Croas and Flag and also requested a collect-. 
a ion, He stated that the collection should consist of "paper money” in the forn 
of twenty, ten, five or one dolier bills. He aided that even less wuld be 
accepted but that he did not want any "church aoney*, 


© REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN ~ 





e 
‘ 
’ 7 - : . 
\ . 
4a - bn e 
. i he 
. 
~ 
ev 4 
* 
A 
_ * ’ 
St nae ‘ 
i .) = . ' f F a 
a a 4 if z bs 
woe . 4 7 
Y - vs . 5 : ‘ 
+e = 4 - 
. 
ae 
“sla } “a 
3 





=e. . ee a a tan tue 4 an “ mn . Melb ss a nae . ne 4 htt a Sire! & 7 





coc) 6 SPONs Je Kegar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau or Invests gation 
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Yor your further information in conrectLon with “your 
onsideration of this ease, there is transnitted herewith a copy 
£ the report submitted by Special Acent Gated 
een t Cleveland, Ohio, Ausust 9, 1943, enti Tyman 

enneth Saith, with aliases, Gerald. L.K, Smith, Gerald Le XK, 
nereaes The Comittee of 1,000 ,000; Internal Security - Oy 7 
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GERALD LYMAN KENNE 1H meee WAS maa Eounit tee - , 
, of One Miliion 












.- 


SYNOPS!S OF FACTS: Military Authorities, lake Charles Army Air Base, Lake Charles,la., 
advised 925th Air Base Security Battalion 
was transferred from ries on May 15, — and it was — 










sumed that he was destined for oversea dutye 
bic {mnsdiate destination on leaving Lake Charles was 
TREMEDUTES Calif. = _ ‘ 


7 se : - = = RUC = es : . | 
¢ i, re ae : | h7~ 


REFERENCES Report of Special te dated Yuly 7, 1943, 


Charlotte, #.C, 





amp Stoneman, 


DE TATLS: AT LAKE CHARLES, LA. bre 


bK 
as «- Charles ‘Anny 
roy Serial Rumber 
925th Sir Base Security Battalion, was 


: ra om sake Charlies May 13, 1943 and he presumed that aes 
aa -: being transferre overseas duty. Ee stated upon 
Unarles at iain immediate destination was 
‘6 Camp Stoneman, Py 5 e - vs 


A review of the file of instant case at the New Orleans Field b7e 
Division reveals that San Francisco Field Division has not received previcu 
reporte; therefore, a copy of the report of Special Agent ST 
dated May 6, 1943, Washington, D.C. is being forwarded to 
Field Division. - 

paar 


| Enol: to San Franoisoo: Penart of Special Ager 
ak ae re ey 6, 1943, » at Washington, 









Air Base eg t 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED | 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE. aNs\4>_ BYSPLOIAN 

















Director, FBI 2 
, f? aos ,A33 dcemenecectneen | 
RE: L. K. SMITH, with aliases See 
“CQMITTEE OF ONE MILLION : 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G pdt Ae 
CUSTODIAL DETENTION a f is | 
SEDITION ! ert 
Dear Sir: 
There is being set forth herein the substance of information | 
secured from whose identity is knowm to the ©‘ 
Bureau. Thig 10n from Informant during the period 


from August 22, 1943 through August 30, 1943. 


er (Investigator at Ford Motor Company), talked with ie 


Reet ee FeO ewe 














SMITH, ad e had sent information to the Bank Building on the 
WARING woman. Shortly thereafter, Mrs. SMITH contacted PRICE stating that b7— 
the material sent to the Bank had been sent out in care of anemic 
(Secretary to HAHRY BENNETT ) 
ats SMITH talked with a Secretary to Congressman ~ 
Ee 7p) HOF FMAN and the latter advised that HOFFMAN had been very successful 
a in his recent talks. SMITH stated that many people wanted HOFFMAN to 
speak in Buffalo and Pittsburgh. The Buffalo meting, while definjte 
date has not been set, will be about September 19, 1943. jr 
br idly 
On August 23, 1943, SMITH communicated with Mrs) xNO 
advising that he had a definite commitment from NYE for the spas of ‘eumme. 
eed? that ahe he am the Caveittaoane A+ this rticular 





September and he desired that she be On Une LOmMITtTES. AL bins rticula 


meeting, Dr. MARION will be in charge. 





‘Mire. KNOWLES informed SMITH that she had just written a letter it 
to J. Edgar Hoover in regard to the book, "Undercover," a party by the Ai : 


a REcor, 
& 
WVLES DESTROYED INDEX pp 
OCT 13 1964 as -- ANY 
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Letter to the Director RE: GERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases 

September 1, 1943 THE COMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION 


INTERNAL SECURITY = G 
= CUSTODIAL DETENTION 
SEDITION 


name of PEGNALLY (phonetic) and WALTER WINCHELL, a copy of which letter 
is to be given to Mr. Bugas. . 
\f ° . 

SMITH stated that he thought’FERGUSON had made a mess of 
himself because of the Aleutian affair. SMITH stated that under no 
circumstances would he support any form of a world government. He told 
Mra. KNOWIES of a recent meeting he attended at Che veland, Ohio, in 
behalf of i: he took up a collection and kept it for his 
expenses, w h the extreme disapproval o - SMITH PAs pe 
announced that he would go on the Michigan ballot i ere a swing 
toward WILLKIE as a result of the Mackinac Convention. 





A representative of Time magazine contacted SMITH'S office 
regarding a SMITH meeting which is proposed in Brooklyn, New York, and ° 
he was advised that the meting had not yet been announced and it was 
highly confidential. 


On Auguet 25, 19,3, irs »“LUNDEEN talked with SMITH from 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. ‘the SMITH meeting in Minneapolis is to be post- 
poned until he returns from Salt Lake City and Denver, Colorado. There- 
after, he plans to hold conferences in Erie, Buffalo and possibly 
Philadelphia, SMITH told Mrs. LUNDEEN that the NYE'S were in Detroit and 
that they had some good conferences but "that stuff is slow." 


\ ; 
Captain “SOUTHARD communicated with SMITH on August 26, 

1943 from Chicago. SMITH told him that he was sending a list of names. 
in order that SOUTHARD could weed out those who should not be invited 
to the Chicago meeting. SOUTHARD stated that a man by the name of 
DINEEN would also speak at this meeting. SOUTHARD brought out that there 
was a woman by the name of Dr. DUNCAN, who ie connected with “a Jewish 
outfit" and is a friend of Father BROPHY who is very much against SMITH 
and he should beware of her. 


R. T. Ross, Assistant Special Agent in Charge, Detroit Field 
Division, was contacted by SMITH, the latter advising that publicity 
of radio and press were linking him with the DINEEN spy case as a result 
of pressure from the CIVIL RIGHTS FEDERATION and that these statements — 
were libelous. SMITH brought out that he was available to the FBI at any 
time. . ; 
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SEDITION 
‘ * b7 
DOMAN communicated with a and informed him that 
they were not only going to bring as ag the "Free Press" but were 


going to sue all Stations at one times. SMITH immediately got in touch 
with the "Detroit Times" and told them that he had just filed suit against 
the Z Radio Station over the WINCHELL program which it carrled. 


On August 27, 1943, SMITH got in touch with Mrs. LUNDEEN 
and requested that she secure a@ room for him under the names of Captain 
EARL SOUTHARD at the Nicolet Hotel (phonetic). Informant reported on 
August 30, 1943 that SMITH had mace reservations to Denver, Colorado, 
rather than Salt Lake City, Utah, due to change of plans. 7 


He later got in touch with a party by the name of GEORGE, 
the latter informing SMITH that there were 3500 delegates at the Cleveland 
Convention and they were on the verge of asking SMITH to speak. GEORGE 
informed SMITH that he talked with a newspaper man who was opposed to 
him, but he advised that he had made an investigation of the stories 
about SMITH and found none of them to be true. The newspaper man told 
GEORGE that SMITH was the smartest man in the United States and covers 
up very well or else he is innocent. 


Veyy truly yours, 





i ap 
Federal Bureau of Investigatian 


Bnited States Department of Justice 


as ' 2. hg: < a rai B ncaa | 
; : aa 
| 
Detroit, Michigan 


| — 
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Mr. Quinn Tamm... 


Kir. WMWedst...--.----7" 


Re: D Le PO nce 2 ae 
THESCOMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION; CeCe a4 
INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION 


meee ae eae ein TS 


(Bureau File 62-43618) a 


Dear Sir: LbAe : 


Sans Reference is made to your letter of august 18, 1943 requesting 


> copies of that portion of the log pertaining to information secured froz 
= - 


as contained in letter to you dated August 12, 1943 in the L , 
d matter, 70 


Laren advised that SMITH comaunicated with A 17 — 
{personal secretary to HENRY FORD) August 9, 1943 at 7:50 p.m. and the 
corencongy following conversation transpired: 








SMITH: "Say, I was talking where 1 could hardly talk to you....that it 





E wasn't a good place to talk...eJ was downtown when I talked to 
55 you the last time. You didn't contact mur. BENNETT himself did 
” you?* 
7 — 
ee | Bae "Ho, he is away." 
- SMITH: "Well, I had Mre. SMITH call the house out there and his wife 
oe y. said that he wasn't at the house but he was in town, that he had ; 
= called you and would be a little late, He had a hard day at the 
ey office.® SDEFP REST S77 ORMENG © 
r "1 that se. Well, they told me he wasn't there." vt. 


SMITH: She said he had a hard day,...at the office, see, and se I 
didn't know, maybe, of course, maybe he had a hard day out of tom, 
Maybe I just got in on somthing. But I talked in line what 1 
discussed with you this afternoon. Might be well for you to know 
just what he had done, don't you see, But Mrs. SMITH says she 
didn't say at the office that he had an awful hard day end aaybe a) 
I just got in on something. But with me I wasn't in the mood 


i. 





s press it, but I know, absolutely know, that when mrs. LUNDEEN -¥. Y ap A 

Es talke to him he said, "Well, any time, 1 will be gone 4 week and i 
a Z ed.2 Sir 4 i 
patie pec it / AQuyigs DESTROYED . 
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arrange for him to come here any tims after the week and it will 
be alright.* So I....he's coming all the way out here froa 
North Dakota on that account. I guess it looks like....1 mean 
it, a first class embarrassment, but still I think probably that 
maybe we can, you and 1, work a way out of it, but I want....you 
know he is out there where there is tall grass and it ie pretty 
hard fer a man te carry on without some help and we are trying 
to get it together for him here and there over the country 
because he has fought such a hard battle on our side of the 
fight. Well, what would you advise me to do now? What steps 
did you think 1 should take from there on?" 


gas: "J would suggest that you let thie office know tomorrow that he 
is here," 





SMITH: HYest* 


GE "1 don't know if 1 could get shold of BENNETT or he was probably 
trying to sidestep me. Why, 1 could talk and tell you definitely," 





SMITH: “Yes, 1 know what your problem is too. You understand and that's 
the reason why I hesitated to ask you to do anything about it 
because he has a lot of peculiar ideas about his things and so 
I didn't want to inspire eny reactions that were unnecessary, 
don't you see, I am ashamed to have the world and ay friends 
eutside think that there is anything like that exists because 
ur. FORD and everybody else out there enjoys such a fine reputation 
all over the country that they couldn't imagine that appointments 
were handled that way. Don't you see? So 1'11 tell you what 
I'll de, I*1] contact that office in the morning and then I'll 
be in touch with you and we'll see what we could do to get him 
in and out ef tom without anything unpleasant happening er 
suffering any unpleasant eabarrasement, you see, and he is an 
awful good friend of the Colonel's toe, you know, and I want 

to make that contact, that's why J sent (interrupted by 

a . . 





Gane @Did you ever find that he get his letter?* 
| SMITH: "I never got any response or anything. I'l) tell you, you know, 
its amasing, these people....those ef us who maintain, tho keep 


: . an be 


ate ane 
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up the fighting forces in this country, we go ahead and work in 
a furrow, you know, and if I handled my appointments and mail 
that way, what I am doing would fall apart pretty quick, = 


SMITH: "He would have somebody else around him looking after things 
more censcientious Well, 1°12 be in touch with you in the 


morning 


420 
further advised that SMITH communicated with 
on August 10, 1943 at 6:00 p.m. and the 





and the or 
conversation transpired: 


SMITH: “Surely appreciate the courteous way you received our distinguished . 
friend today. Senator NYE was very appreciative of the consideration 
- shown him when he was at the Ford Motor Company. You know, there 
are only four or five of hin,..,his kind in the Sonaere today. I 
was embarrassed over that other situation, * 


a x, 5 


SMITH: “Mrs. SMITH called up there, up to the last minute, and this 
fellow that's in the outer office there, you know, he said, "Well, 
Mrs. SMITH reminded him that she wanted him to know that there was 

- nothing concerning anything that we were interested in other than 
just the welfare of our country and he said, "Well, it is no faver, 
thus, we are not particularly interested." And you know Mrs, 
LUNDEEN was eut there and had a two-hour visit with that fellew 
and you would have thought that after geing to such lengths that 
he would have at least proposed er implored that he stay over, 
which he couldn't have done. But there at least conld have been 
a gesture, don't you see, * 


GHD Weil, its too bad. Has he left yotre 


SMITH: "Yes, he went on the 4:45. We put him right on a train. He has 
to get out to investigate the Public Lands pusiness, * 


suppose 80," 
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letter to Directer Re: GEXALD L. K. SMITH 


August 26, 19h3 THE COMMITTEE OF ONE MLLLION 
INTERNAL SECURLTY 
SEDITION 
bIe 


a= "No, 1 didn't say anything about that.” 


SMITH: "No, he is on a special committee and has to go way out to Idaho. 
HOCKEFELLKKS had given several acres of land to the (overnment 
and they have to make a report on it, of course, the state is 
making a big kick because it takes it right off the tax rolls and 
so they have got to report back and he has to be out there, * 


it would, therefore, appear on the basis of supplemental information 
submitted by a |: Senator NY visited the rerd motor Ceapany on 
August 10, 1 e bw 








Very truly yours, 


— bee JoHN Ss. BUGAS, 
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zy On page 2 of the July issue of THE CROSS AND THE FLAG 4s a senset 
pore article entitled THE ‘BIBLE OF THE ANTI-CHRIST, This article has creat 
t furor. The enemies 6f Christ and America even tried to prevent me frc 
putting the article inte print. Many people, including preachers, are 


asking for reprints of this one article. A million copies should be ¢ 
triputed. 


If you desire to pass this truth elong by distributing extra cop! 
this article, I will send you reprints et the following rates: 


100 copies - $1.00 400 copies-- $4,00 
200 copies - $2.00 500 copies-- $5.00 
300 copies - 33.00 1000 copies -$10.00 


This, as you see, is very reasoneble and we are reprinting then ¢ 
this low rate in order that all our friends may be able to distribute 
everywhere. 


Here is how you can get 100 copies of this sensational article f1 
Subscribe for THE CROSS AND THE FLAG for a friend, which is 


$2.00 per year. and I will sand you 100 copies of the erticle 
entitled THE BIBLE OF THE ANTI-CHAIST. 





Send in a subscription for a friend for six months at $1.00, 
ae" and I will mail you 50 copies of the article entitled THE 
e BIBLE OF THE ANTI-CHRIST free. 


3 _Use the ettached coupon to express your wishes. 


ee eee ei ae 


Sincerely yours for God and Coun! 


ie | Kewl LEA, Mac 
oS GERALD L.*K eurTH 


a Tear ee Here 
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THE CROSS AND THE FLAG 2 
Gereld L. K. Smith, Editor - ; Zo. 
Post Office Box 459 ‘ ; ’ 
Detroit, 31, Michigan / 


ut 
I am anxious to have extra copies for distribution of the 4ensats 
article entitled THE BIBLE OF THE ANTI-CHRIST. The check mark below 4 
cates my desires. 


LJ Enclosed find $ - Please send me hundred copies. 


TY am enclosing herewith $1.00 to pay Tor a suvsecraption ror 6 mor 
for THE CROSS AND THE FLAG for the following person. 

















Be Name caedl 
(This entitles me to 50 free copes of the article THE BIBLE OF THE 
ANTI-CHRIST) a 
[7 I enclose herewith $2. 00 to pay for & one year subsertption 3B, 
following persons spss, bz es Lf. , 
os Name .. .- -—. -.- =. Address iy fer ee seen rs cere 
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Mr. Yrocy 


Director, FBI 
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) x “COMMITTEE OF 1,000,000 Mr. Nesse oo 
“y INTERNAL SECURITY ~ G Mors Gandy... 
CUSTODIAL DETENTION 
SEDITION 
Dear Sir: 
ee 
eo st 


There is being set forth below the substance of in- 
formtion received — whose identity is known b 7¢. 
to the Bureau. This i ea Irom Informant during the 
period from August 11, 1943 through August 21, 1943. - 


Informant stated he had received information to the 
.. effect that H had been contacted recently by a girl giving the name of 
and at that time this individual stated that she was a b7c 
me mber 'S organization in New York City and attempted to elicit 
information from SMITH relative to future activities. SMITH advised Infom- 
ant that it was his opinion that this individual was employed as an informant 
for the”ANTI-NAZI LEAGUE in New York City, and for that reason he did not 
intend to give her any information of value. = . 








Informant stated further that he had received inform... =a 


yh. 








tion to the effect that SMITH was actually ree TER eps to institute a libel -™ 
proceeding seeking $100,000.00 in damages fr Ten WINCHELL for an ra ff 
alleged libelous remark made by WINCHELL atone SMTH'S trampling upon A 
a OD in Ye IIP 

Informant stated that ei had received is to ¥ 
the effect that SMITH was apparently encountering difficulty, @a3 
New York and in Toledo, Ohic securing appropriate reservations 
meetings which he was supposed to have in those particular citi s bh August 

tions 


16 and 17. Informant stated that it was quite posalble that 
which had previously been obtained by SMITH had been cancell¢443 PiInformant 
stated further that in view of the fact that SMITH had been 
for the greater part of a week conducting meetings in other cities, he would 
not be able to secure a great deal of information concerning SMITH'S acti- 
vities other than that noted above. 
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Fron: J Edgar = - Director, Federal Bureau of Investi:-ation 


Subjects GERALD L. K. SVITH, was 
THE COVIATTEE OF ORE MILLION 
SFCURITY MATTER : a oe 
SEDITICH & 3 is *f ae 


Reference ie made és the Sinenils letter of jay 5, 1943, requesting 


netitute immediate r the f Geternining whether 
ie identical with 
ou call that this inve P Pp n 


st ané that doth of these nanes ere mentioned in the perilcn ef the 







Department's memorandum quoted in reference letter, | bicn3 
Please afford this investigation as well as Enevother leada outstanding 
en in your district in somection with this matter ismediate-tnvesti gative attention, 
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# THis caseonicinatepatT DETROIT, MICHIGAN ; a FILE NO. 100-5778 
REPORT MADE AT . DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY . ” 
WHICH MADE ; . 
mesial PA.” 9/8/13 | 8/17/43 
ID LYMAN KENNET SUTTH, with aliases; Pee 
OF ONE MILLION _ SECURITY MATTER 


SEDITION 


— 


meeting at Pittsburgh, Pa. 8/17/43 under sponsorship 
of Defenders of George Washington's Principles, held 
at Carnegie lecture Hall, North Side, Pittsburgh. 
Captain sant QOUTAND scheduled to appear on program 
but did not appear. SMITH denounced Communists, New 
Dealers, the British and bureaucrats in U, S. Govern- 
ment; criticized lend lease program and present finan- 
cial relations between U. S. and England; denounced 
post world war government and pledged Anerica First 
Party to nominate sere r 7 moog eee if peter 
velt, Willkie or men of t 


by major political parties. "AL ‘neonallmon CONTAINED 
ee an - HEREIN I UNCLASSIFIED 


REFERENCE: . | letter from Detroit dated 1 sUARATE ved Ito BY I FEKS f 


DETAILS: On tuesday, August 17, 1943, GERALD L. K& SMITH spoke before a 
- gathering of approximately 900 persons at the North Side Car- 

negie Lecture Hall, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. The meeting was under the sponsor~ 

ship of the Defenders of George Washington's Principles. 


ee =n a oe res Sry —— Serer =F 


Circulars advertising the meeting, tog 
were mailed to various persons in the city of Pittsburgh several days prior to 
August 17, 1943. These mimeographed circulars, as well as the tickets, announced 
that GZRALD L. K, SMITH, Director of the America First Party, and Captain EARL 
SOUTHARD, ‘one of the top-notch leaders of the Veterans of Foreign Wars organiza- 
tion, a student of international conspiracies eins attempted now against ee 


oy eer se "COPIES DESTRO 
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, sovereignty, lecturer for the America First Pasty one of the leaders | in ‘the : 
Republican National Revival Committee, a movement to prevent Willkie from seizing 
the Republican Party, and a personal friend of Colonel Lindbergh", would be the 
speakers at this meeting. The circular, which bore the mimeographed signature of 
SLITH, also contained the following message: "I do not need to tell you that I 
will have something to say. I will discuss the Detroit race riots and give you 
the low-down on how the Communists tried to use innocent negroes and innocent 
whites to carry out their Red flag aims. The people in Pittsburgh should be 
warned of the fact that the a ad gies now are Sane take to serie oes a sin- 
ilar eer in seer apc 26 : < 

3 "Since I was “a4 Pittsburgh ‘the last sa. 7 have been in 
Washington, D. C., for a lengthy visit with many of our good friends in Sarat 
I will give you the tom denn en Neshineten at me so meeting. " 


The topic of SOUTHARD'S gadtese was announced in this 
literature as "The Conspiracy Against Our Sovereigty", and SMITH'S topic was 
announced as “America, Today and Tomorrow". At the bottom of this mimeographed 
circular was a notation that additional invitations might be obtained from Mrs, 
MAR TELOHIE at Jackson O601. 

“= al hi | ” The beetiien ‘at North Side sustacie: leet ure Hall waa 
attended by epeceee peents ALEXANDER ESET and MYER A. IBWIS of the Pittsburgh 
Office. hae . 


At the entrance to the lecture hall various circulars and 
handbills were distributed to those attending. One of these entitled "The Anti- 
American Conspiracy" was a reprint of an article from the Pittsburgh Sun~Telegraph, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania of July 19, 1943, a story denouncing the idea of an inter- 
national federation after the present war, stating that the "designs of the New 
Deal internationalists of the Wallace-Willkie—Hopkins—Frankfurter—Laskiripps 
stripe is something entirely different. Their blueprints for internationalism 
would make the U. S. A. a part of an INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION." This particular 
circular contains a statement to the effect that it is printed and distributed 
by the Defenders of George Washington's Principles and sets forth the names of 
the following officers of that organization: CHARLES Ac*MADDEN, President; 

W. ROWN, Vice President; Mrs. MARIE IS;LOHIE, Secretary and Mrs. H. M TANSON , 
Treasurer. The address of the orgainzation is given as Post Office Box 227, Pitts- 
burgh, a aa eS 


Prior to the opening of the Satine. SMITH and MADDEN were 
seen going about the hall greeting various persons in attendance. The audience 
was mede up principally of middle class working people and it was noted that a 
great munber of persons in attendance were elderly men and women. 
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, > Be ot The meeting was called to order at approximately 8:40 

P. M. by Mrs. LOHTE. Seated on the speakers! platform were irs. LOHIF, MADDEN, 
Dr. We Te BROWN and SMITH. Prominently displayed on the platform were two large 
American flags. The meeting was opened with an invocation by Father Aloysius, a 
Greek priest of a church located in Emsworth, Pennsylvania. This was followed 
by a pledge of allegiance to the flag and the singing of one verse of the Star 
Spanetey Banner. 


SMITH then welcomed the crowd bes the following: 
"As time goes on more people come out of their shells. We have to fight bureau- 
crats down in Washington. We will defeat the Fourth Term and drive the New Dealers 
out of Washingtan." He then announced SOUTHARD'S absence due to circumstances 
beyond his control, stating that SOUTHARD woutd be present at some future meeting 
and read a letter from SOUTHARD expressing his regret and warming that the United 
States must keep out of entangling alliances with foreign nations after the war. 


As a substitute for Captain SOUTHARD, SMITH presented 
WADDAN, praising his feat of memory in reciting the whole Declaration of Independence 
at a Detroit meeting, and then MADDEN recited Patrick Henry's "Give Me Liberty ar 
Give Me Death" speech, concluding with remarks attacking the Commmists and warning 
that the United States must avoid entangling alliances in the post war peace. His 
final remark was: "Vihen our boys came back from the DEP resTORs let us send me 
Reds back on the return boats." =. ee, 

SMITH began his aadeee ‘by attacking Hels paaoa and the 
motion picture industry, stating that present day motion pictures were the ruination 
of the youth of this country. He dwealt at length on CHARLIE CHAPLIN, stating 
that he was a "Rat, a Communist and not even a citizen of the United States." He 


4 J Oo Tid ane oe me ~ wes w= 
said that in 1922, before J. EDGAR HOOVER became Director of the FBI, a raid was 


conducted by the FBI on a Communist hideout and meeting place in the Michigan woods, 
and that among the records of the Communist Party found buried beneath the ground 
in barrels was a list of the contributors to the Commmnist Party cause in this 
country. He stated that the name of a CHAPLIN was right up at the top of - 
this list, 


Sieg 4 tt a, eee 
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At this point SMITH eescoas his address and requested all 
of those persons in the audience taking notes to either present their press cards — 
or to make known the name of the person or organization which had sent them to 
take notes on this speech. Several persons, chiefly newspaper representatives, 
identified themselves but several others in the audience refused to state their 
identity. When two men seated in the balcony who were taking notes refused to 
announce who had sent them and continued to take notes after SHITH had told them to 


put their notebooks away, SMITH called for volunteers to force ejectment. At this 
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point five or six eit ronued ie oe walked io the eal sks" ‘and stood close to 
where these men were seated. SMITH then demanded that the officers escort these 
two men out of the lecture hall. tihen the officers merely continued to stand in 
the balcony without making any response, SMITH attempted to pass the incident off 
by stating, "I thought that these two persons might attempt si start some trouble 
but now that I see that we have police protection and order - a 
will go ahead." (Subsequent to the meeting, Special Agent 
the Pittsburgh Office contacted of the Pittsbus ureau of Potice, 
who stated that he was one of the persons ing notes at the SMITH meeting and 
that the other man in the balcony was also of the Pittsburgh Bureau of | 
Police, and that they were retaining nd notes mae at the mech iiey, but 
that: bey: did not intend to transcribe the cams. )<- a oo 
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SMITH then continued to me ieteasmind the coimnvats; 
New Dealers, the bureaucrats and the British. He told how on the preceding day 

in Buffalo, New York he had been denied the right to speak in two halls which 
previously had been reserved for him by persons in Buffalo, and how he had been 
forced to hold his meetings at a hotel after the halls had been cancelled. He 

then declared, "I am not going to name the interests that were influential enough 
to cancel the hall, but they are doing the wrong thing. I have no desire to harm 
the Jews, but for goodness sake tell them to quit persecuting us." He then | 
referred to the effort of certain persons in Pittsburgh to halt his appearances in 
Pee ee without success, He did not mention any names in aed connpetions 

a * surtH denounced WALTER WINCHELL, etn that he had caused 

a reat: deal of embarrassment and humiliation to him and to his son who is in the 
United States Army by misrepresenting the facts in connection with a certain inci- 
dent in Buffalo, New York when SMITH had stepped upon and spit upon a flag. He 
stated that a Buffalo newspaper had erroneously published an article following the 
incident in which it was stated that the flag was an American flag, where in fact, 
it was a flag composed of parts of the flags of various Europian nations as well 
as ours and was known as the "Union Now" flag. He stated that if the United States 
joined with Europe in the post war protection of the whole world, we would be 
“living under such a flag and that the only flag he gave his allegiance to was the © 
American flag which he pointed to on the rostrum. He stated that he was going to | 
_ make WINCHELL and the various leaders who misrepresented the facts with reference — 
to the flag pay dearly for their mistake. S}ITH stated that he had been forced to 
‘take a great deal of abuses from the bureaucrats in Washington and that there was 
nothing he could do but continue to take such abuses until the war was won, because 
the winning of the war was a thing that all persons should be primarily interested 
in. However, he stated that after the war was won, the bureaucrats would hear from 
aia 
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aN Be He. eyiticised the Mand biases program and our 7 peace’. 
financial eaiatsons with England, stating that England was not keeping any — 
account of the amount of money-she was borrowing from the United States, and 
certain of our representatives in this country had.gone so far as to suggest that 
no account should ever be made of our advances to England during the present war. 


He dwealt at length upon the subject of world government 
after the war, stating that if such a plan were attempted we would owe allegiance 
not to the United States but some government of nations and that the United States 
would have no more voice in its own government than a state has in the pr ve nwuene 
of the United States at me present time. 


a ae : bg s : : ; 

re ps STH criticized the nation's” rationing nepal and 
edadied Senate Bill #666 on man power conscription, again terming it the "Gestapo 
Bill", claiming that it was an effort to regiment the entire population and deprive 


the peoeie of their constitutional rights. 


SiITH stated that President Roosevelt should get down to 
the business of winning the war and forget about his political ambition for a 
fourth term. He stated that if in the 1944 elections such men as Roosevelt and 
Willkie were nominated by the major pobitical parties in this country, the America 
First Party, the real Americans, would nominate a real candidate and save this» 
country. He referred repeatedly to Father Coughlin and Huey Long, praising - 
Coughlin and stating that at some future time he wanted to tell this audience 
the real story behind the murder of Iong. = 

re 

On more than. one occasion during his speech SMITH stated 
that BURTON K, WHEELER and Senator NYE were the kind of men who should assume 
leadership in this country instead of New Deal candidates, He asked for a show 
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Ol HaNnas ifom Tae aucience to see én alaally Pe rovis WOULG LIke LO nave Congressman 
CLARE HOFFMAN address one of the meetings of the Defenders of George Washinston's 
Principles, and when almost the entire audience signified a desire to have 
HOFFMAN speak, SKITH said that an effort woudd be made te have an ica one of 
the eer nes. to be held in the near future.” ne ee — os 
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‘SLIT at this point sentioned ‘the patter “Of, Sete 
* expenses for himself and his wife and passed out envelopes so that the persons - 
present could make contributions to his expenses. These envelopes bore the heading 
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Giver ica First Par Ly» and also had printed upon them a piedge for a subscr iption 


of a certain amount each month which SLIITH asked the persons dn the audience to 
fill out. ~ 
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ne He also sicourceed: persons present: to subscribe ts: his - 
"magazine, nthe Cross and the Flag", exhibiting a copy, which he stated contained 
‘an enlightening article by himself with reference to the Detroit race riots. 

and recommended that the back cover of the magazine containing Father CURRAN'S 
sermon celebrating the 27th aniversary of CUPPRAN'S ordination be framed. He next 
read a review of the "Bible of the Anti-Christ" which appeared on the inside 
cover of the copy of "The Cross and the Flag" which he had in his hand. 
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The meeting was concluded with the recitation of the lord's 
Prayer by the audience at approximately 11:00 P. M. 
It was noted that although the literature distributed 
prior to the time of the meeting stated that the race riots would be discussed, 
SLITH made no mention of the matter other than to state that his a ead "The 
Cross and the Flag" contains an article with reference to it. ° 


Copies of the various circulars distributed prior to the 
meeting advertising the sane and at the meeting are being retained in the files 
of the Pittsburgh Field Division, 
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Se Bureau of Inuestigation 


{ 
i 
United States Department of Justice 
Detroit, Michigan | 
September 18, 1943 | 


Mr. Rosen .... ..... 
Mr. Tracy 


REL ere hiv Mumford 00... 
: Mtr. Starke .... 2222... 
Nir € inn Tamm... 
Mr. Nemse 00.0222... 
Kiiesz Gandy........-. 
~ Res: GERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases Fikes cece ees 
AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
INTERNAL SECURITY =- G 


SEDITION U,, i | 
Dear Sir: 
There is being set forth herin the substance of informa- 
tion obtained ro whose identity is known to bo fp) 
the Bureau. This om Informant during the period 


from September 8, 1943 through September 17, 1943. 






SMITH advised JERRY of the United Press that as director 
of the America First Party he was leaving on a western tour in order to 
give speeches and hold conferences with the leaders; the speeches will 
include a talk at Chicago, Illinois on September 8, 1943 to two hundred 
Illinois leaders, two hundred and fifty leaders in Minneapolis, Minnesota | 
ig on September 10, 1943 after which he will proceed to Denver, Colorado ~_ 

Be sear ic. where HARVEY:SPRINGER will preside over a meeting of three thous which 


ee SMITH will’ address. PED ARERR ESR NG 

eae Informant stated that on September 11, 1943 SMITH, PO £ * Baars 
ae Minneapolis, got in touch with DOMAN who advised SMITH that a letter had 

‘come in from Senator NYE saying that he would not be able to make the 

Detroit meeting. SMITH told DOMAN to stop the publicity but not to cancel 

the meeting as they would get someone else, such as MRS. LUNDEEN or CLAIRE 

HOFFMAN. SMITH also told DOMAN that NYE was having a lot of trouble in 

North Dakota at this time and could not afford to leave. 





On September 15, 1943, according to informant, DOMAN 
told PAUL that there would be a meeting at the Crystal Room of the Book 


ap Hotel, Friday night, September 17, 1943. He later told a | {' | 
a 


phonetic) that SMITH is going to file suit against all r 
oe 3 3: 
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> nN 
Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, was 
September 18, 1943 AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
INTERNAL SECURITY ~ G 
SEDITION 


commented that every "Red" in this country should be lined up and shot. 
She also added that she could not understand why such men as KAY KYSER 


and MICKEY ROONEY were not in the Army. 


A ee Chicago made inquiry to determine. 
where SMITH was presently spea advised that on that day, Bites 


September 14, 1943, he was addressi ge group in Denver, Colorado, 
however, he would return to Detroit, Michigan, on September 17, 1943. 





Very truly "LBs > 


a aoe 
as bie JOHN S. BUGAS, SAC 
~1126 
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Pet: Mr. Cloge 
aa . { Bureau of Investigatian Mr. Ceffey 
: ° United States Bepartment of Bust ce ae Glavin. 
Washington, zB. Cc. Mr. AN Ww 
Alb Mr. aan 
July Vi . Treey 
HEPFIN “4 - TIN ONT UOT INEDD cree 
Mi ROCIE Irn ' My. Herb 
PLC FO UNG LAI LY : ur. Heatos 
MEMOAANDUM FOR DATE sssowa/co BY 2 bad ti MeGulse_.-— 
eee aw ee eee: Mumford 
Re: Gerald L. K Cons th, The ur. Piper —__ 
Committee of One Million; Mr. Quinn Taum _ 
Internal Security — Sedition Tele. Room 
- Mr. Nease 
You will recall that both the President and the Mise Beabu 
ttorney General have in recent weeks evidenced a continuing Miss Gandy _____ 





On March 25, 1943 the President addressed a memorandum to you 
a recuesting information concerning the subject's backgroimd and the nature 
= of any investigation conducted as to Smith. In reply to this, on March 31, 
1943, Mr. McIntyre was furnished with a detailed memorandum concerning | 
Smith's background and current activities. In a cover letter it was pointed 
out to Mr. McIntyre that although Smith has been under careful investigation 


wri +5 t hs 
for more than a year and all of hie speeches and writings, as well as his 


activities, have been covered during this period, the Department on considera- 
tion of the evidence developed has stated that this individual's activities 
to date do not appear to warrant prosecution under any Federal statute. Mr. 
McIntyre was further informed that the case would continue to receive vigorous 
investigative attention and that all information developed would be appropriately 
furnished to the Department for an opinion as to possible prosecutive action. 

of ,For your information a copy of the summary memorandum furnished Mr. McIntyre, 

(" * which is fully reflective of Smith's activities to March 31, 1943 and is 

representative of activity engaged in by Smith since that date, is attached. 


Subsequently, on May 28 last, the Attorney General addressed a 






it ae 6 memorandum to the Bureau stating that he had received a call from 
F the President on the previous day concerning Smith and 
| \ nnn wno, you will recall, is the subject of another very E ‘ 
a ee ication. The President was apparently interested in ne 







\\ the status of these two investigations in the D t and particularly , ae 
requested information as to Pursuant to the Attorney 
General's request, detailed m € h cases were immediately 


forwarded to the Attorney General and, of course, he was advised that Mr. Rowe's 
office, which at the time was handling the Smith case, and the Criminal 
‘Division, handling the case, had indicated that the activities cf 
these subjects are not cient to justi fy prosecution. (A separate memorandum 
FORVICTORY! concerning the status of the enesa hee haan nrannnsd flaw eas wndan 
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Memorendum for the Director -2- 


Later, on June 24 last, the Attorney General telephonically contacted 
Ur, E, A. Tamm, advising that the President had again communicated with him 
requesting that these cases be given close attention, with the view of early 
instituting any prosecutive action possible under existent statutes. The 
Attorney General stated he thought it would be helpful to arrange a conference 
between the attorney in the Criminal Division handling these cases, and the 
Bureau supervisor intimately acquainted with the investigations. He indicated 
he felt thet as a result of such a conference the Criminal Division could 
perhaps become more accurately acquainted with factual data and would be 
in a better position to analyze the cases and perhaps to make further requests 
of the Bureau for additional investigation. 


Pursuant to this request, the conference was held on Jume 26 last 
between Mr. James McInerney, Chief of the National Defense Unit of the 
Criminal Division, and the Bureau supervisor handling these cases. With 
reference to the Smith case, Mr. McInerney pointed out that the Criminal 
Division was not conversant with all of the late developments, inasmuch as 
until recently the case has been followed in the Department by an attorney 
assigned to Mr. Rowe's office. He therefore requested detailed information 
concerning investigation carried out during the last eight or nine months. 

In view of the ramifications of the case, the discussion with reference to 
factual data resolved itself around the three principsl phases of the investi- 
gation: the sedition phase, the Federal Corrupt Practices Act angle, and 

the phase involving a possible violation by Smith of the National Speed Regu- 
lation. 


Concerning the sedition phase, Mr. McInerney was informed in detail 
of Smith's speech-making activities and his publication efforts in connection 
with his magazine, "The Cross and the Flag." It was pointed out that Smith 
has been primarily concerned with attributing "dictatorial trends" to the 
Government and has frequently charged the Government with conspiring with 
Great Britain and other countries in an effort to set up a "super world state" 
after the war. These have been his most frequent themes and have been repeated 
numerous times during the course of Smith's many public Speeches in connection 
with his “America First Party", the principal tenet of which is the ‘guarding 
of America against the dictatorial trends and Bureaucracy of the present 
administration." It was pointed out to Mr. McInerney that since the first of 
the year all of Smith's public speeches have been covered and that the reports 
on this investigation, as well as copies of all his publications, have been 
sent to Mr. Rowe. Mr. McInerney stated that he would secure these reports 
and carefully review them, and expressed the opinion that Smith appears to 
be well advised as to how far he can go under the Sedition Statutes and has 
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Memorandum for the Director -3- 


apparently avoided making any actionable statements, either oral or written. 

In this connection it will be recalled that in all of his statements, both 
written and oral, Smith has always been careful to profess loyalty to the 

war effort and has even exhorted his followers to cooperate "in every way" 

with the war effort. Mr. McInerney further observed that the Bureau's investi- 
gation has been very adequate and quite exhaustive, pointing out that the 

only logical way of proving a sedition case is by covering the subject's 
stetements and writings. 


With regard to the Federal Corrupt Practices Act phase of the case, 
you will recall that several months ago the Special War Policies Unit of the 
Department requested that Smith's activities in connection with his candidacy 
last summer for United States Senator be investigated. The Special War 
Policies Unit particularly requested that the statements filed by Smith, 
showing his contributors, with the local Election Commission be secured and 
that it be otherwise determined whether Smith has complied with the provisions 
of the Federal Corrupt Practices Act and the Michigan General Election Law 
in connection with his campaign. All of this data has been secured and sent 
to the Department, but in this regard Mr. McInerney stated that he was not 
familiar with this angle of the case, inasmuch as this particular matter has 
been under the purview of the Special War Policies Unit. When the Bureau 
supervisor pointed out that in one of his statements Smith has refused to 
identify the source of a $1,500 contribution as required by the Michigan General 
Election Law (which according to the Special War Policies Unit may have sig-— 

ificance under the Federal Corrupt Practices Act), Mr. McInerney expressed 
considerable interest and stated he would take up this phase of the investi- 
gation with the Special War Policies Unit. He indicated that this phase of 
the case would probably be handled by the Criminal Division in the future 

and if it appears that Smith's omission amoumts to a violation of the Federal 
Corrupt Practices Act, the Bureau will propably be requested to conduct 
further investigation concerning this phase of the case. 


Concerning the possible violation of the National Speed Regulation 
by Smith, it will be recalled that in October, 1942 Smith openly boasted 
thet a short time previously he had wilfully and purposely violated the 
35-mile-per-hour speed regulation by motoring from Pontiac to Detroit at 
varying speeds approaching 60 miles~per-hour on certain occasions. Smith 
made this boast while attacking OPA regulatiorsas "bureaucratic and dicta- 
torial" and stated that he had taken this action to show that "bureaucratic 
regulations" could not be imposed on American people. Pertinent information 
concerning Smith's use of excessive speed, as well as his public statements 
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in connection therewith, was at the time the information was developed 
referred to the Criminal Division, which advised that no Federal violation 
had been incurred, inasmuch as at the time of Smith's trip no Federal statute 
GnTOreing the « speed regulation was in effect. During the conference, Mr. 
McInerney referred to this angle of the case by stating thet although the 
Criminal Division had recently reexamined it, the conclusion was again reached 
that no action could be taken against Smith either for his speeding or for 
his public statements in connection with the incident. . 
Mr. McInerney further pointed out that according to information 
he has received the Treasury Department has recently completed its investi- 
gation of Srith's financial activities. You will recall that this investigation 
oO was requested by the Attorney General and was conducted primarily for the 
purpose of determining whether Smith has made false income tax returns. Accord- 
ing to aa ahaha received, both by the Bureau and the Department, the 
Treasury Vepartment's investizatio as failed re show an irregularities, 
However, Mr. LicInérney stated eee soon as the Tre ae Une Treadaee Denertnent aah makes 
its report available to the Department it is ecosibls that the Bureau may be asked t 
make some additional inquiries if it’appears that any of Smith's contributions 
may have emanated from Axis-inspired or influenced individuals or organizations. 
In this regard he commented that although the evidence developed to date does 
not suggest thet Smith has been under the guidance of foreign sources, and 
it is not contemplated to proceed against him under the theory of the Registra- 
tion Acts, it would be helpful on the question of intent in any sedition 
prosecution to show a relationship between Smith's background and German 
sponsorship or sympathetic forces. 


It is of interest to note that at the conclusion of the conference, 
Mr, McInerney stated that he intended to write a memorandum for the Attorney 
General concerning the Smith case, pointing out that although the Bureau has 
devoted the case exhaustive attention, nothing has been developed to date on 
which prosecutive action against Smith can be successfully predicated at this 
time. He stated that in his memorandum he would inform the Attorney General 
that the case will continue to receive close attention by the Criminal Division, 
and in this connection he commented that as soon as he is able to adequately 
review his file, further requests will be made of the Bureau for additional 
investigation. He was, of course, informed that the Bureau will be glad to 
receive these requests and that they will be given immediate investigative 
attention as soon as they are received in memorandum form. Yesterday a memo- 
randum of this type was received from the Criminal Division, requesting 
inquiries concermming a possible associate of Smith's in the New York area. 
Thies request is being covered and, of course, the case will in the future 
continue to receive the careful and continuous attention which has been devoted 
to it during recent months. 
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Memorandum for the Director -5- 


It is of interest to note that a certain segment of the public 
press, particularly the newspapers PM and the Daily Worker, as well as other 
special interests, have recently sought to convey the impression that Smith, 
the Ku Klux Klan, and other allegedly Fascist individuals and organizations, 
fomented the recent race riot in Detroit. The Bureau's investigation of 
Smith, as well as its technical surveillance, fails to show that there are 
any grounds whatsoever for this allegation. On the contrary, Smith seems 
to have been somewhat concerned about the race riot and through the service 
of a highly confidentiel source it was learned that on June 25 last he 
contacted Senator Reynolds in Washington, requesting the latter to cause 
Congressman Dies to investigate the riot. Smith indicated that he believed 
the Communists in the Detroit area weré primarily responsible. In this 
connection it was further learned from this same sotrce that Smith intended 
to come to Washington on July 1, 1943 for the purpose of conferring with 
the Dies Committee and Senator Reynolds, apparently with reference to this 
matter. This data was, of course, furnished to the Attorney General and the 
Criminal Division, but no request has been received for further inquiry in 
connection with Smith's interest in the race riot situation. 
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GERALD L. K. SMITH 


a 


PEXSONAL HISTCRY AND BACKGROUND 


Gerald Lyman Kenneth Smi ith, better known as Gerald L. K. Smith 
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was born during February, 1898, at Pardeeville, Wisconsin. He attended 
Butier Seminary at Indianapolis, Indiana, and later was graduated from 
Valparaiso University (Indiana) where he pursued a course in theology. 
Smith's antecedents and early life were in no way unusual and are of no 
particular interest. 


After leaving college, Smith took up active duty as a minister 
and successively held pastorates at Footville, Wisconsin, at the Seventh 
Street Christian Church of Indianapolis and at the King's Highway Church of 
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Shreveport, Louisiana. 


Prior to assuming his ministerial duties at Shreveport, Snith's 
activities were rather conservative and of a type characteristically befitting 
one in the ministerial profession. However, while in Louisiana, he became 
interested in the late Huey Long's "Share the Wealth" movement and eventually 
extended this interest to the point of actively and openly participating in 
politics as an adherent of Long. Attendant publicity evoked the displeasure 
of the Elders of his church, eventually resulting in Smith's dismissal during 
1934. Following Long's death, Smith attempted to identify himself with the 
remnants of the Long machine but being unsuccessful in this left Louisiana 
in 1937 and came to New York where he attempted to organize an association 
called "The Committee of One Million." This effort was unfruitful. During 
the following year he moved to Detroit where he has since been located. 


At Detroit, Snith reorganized "The Committee of One Million" as an 
organization "founded for the purpose of combatting the menace of Communism." 
During 1939, Smith shifted his policy, advocating the isolationist viewpoint, 
and since the involvement of the United States “in war he has busied himself 
principally in directing criticism to the Government's war effort and what 
he is pleased to characterize as the Government's efforts to enslave the 


United States as an entity in an International State dominated by Great Britain. 


More detailed comments are set forth subsequently as to Smith's 
connection with Huey Long and his activities as the organizer of "The Committee 
of One Million," but it is of significance to observe that it appears that the 
turning point of Snith's life dates from his association with Huey long. Prior 
to that time he was the usval type of minister concerned with problems | incidental 
to his calling. However, it seems that his participation in the "Share the Wealth" 
movement fired his ambition to the extent of self visualization of himself as a 


dominant political figure. Being unsuccessful in associating himself with Long's 
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successors, he has apparently continued his dream of political prominence 

through his efforts in connection with his so-called "Committee of One Million." 
The fact that he still evaluates himself as an individual of at least potential 
political significance, is attested to by the fact that he has sometimes described 
himself in confidential conversations as being likely "Presidential timber." In 
an effort to further augment his political background and potentialities, Smith 
sought nomination as Republican candidate for United States Senator from the 

State of Michigan during the summer of 191.2. This campaign was unsuccessful. 


Smith's personal life appears to be normal. He is married, lives with 
his wife, and has one son, about twenty years of age. His wife is said to be a 
distant relative of a Mr. Sorensen, described as an official of the Ford Motor 
Company. From time to time stories have been circulated attributing improprieties 
to Smith in connection with his associations with women other than his wife. How- 
ever, nothing factual is known to substantiate these stories. 


ACTIVITIES PRIOR To 1938 


While serving as pastor at the King's Highway Church, Shreveport, 
Louisiana, Smith became interested in Huey Long's "Share the Wealth" plan. He 
eventually met Long and shortly thereafter there developed, according to Snith's 
description, "a close and fast friendship" between the two. It is definitely 
known that shortly thereafter, and lasting for a period of several years: Smith 
assumed the position of one of Long's chief lieutenants. Although Snith is 
prone to describe this relationship as a personal one, several persons who were 
close to Long at the time, state that Long had little personal regard for Smith 
and apparently evaluated him as being untrustworthy and dishonest. These persons 
state that Long was merely utilizing Smith's services, and in this connection — 
it is known that Long, as well as others associated with him, regarded Snith as 
avery dynamic and powerful putlic speaker. It appears that Smith was widely 
used by the Long organization in the role of a public speaker for the "Share 
the Wealth" movement. It is said that Smith, at one time, received as mich as 
$650 per week from the Long organization as reimbursement for expenses and as 
salary. 


Information has been received that while associated with the Long 
movement, Smith joined William Dudley Pelley's Silver Shirt organization. Nothing 
in the way of documentary evidence is available to prove this membership, but in 
recent years, Snith has, on several occasions, admitted membership in the Pelley 
movement. He states, however, that he Joined Felley's organization merely for 
the purpose of securing information in connection with his work in behalf of 
Huey Long. 


Although during Huey Long's lifetime Gnith was an outstanding personage 
in the Long machine, he rapidly lost his position after the death of Long. It 
appears that his services were continued for a short period of time by Long's 








successors, but that he eventually was displaced due, allegedly, to his 
untoward efforts to attain personal power. By 1937, any influence which he 
previously had was completely dissipated and it was during that year that 
he left Louisiana for New York. 


On arriving at New York Smith attempted to organize a group know 
as "The Committee of Qne Million." According to the self announced purposes of 
this organization its primary concern was that of combating the forces of 
Communism. However, Smith's efforts in New York met with little success, and 
reportedly he was disheartened to the extent of ceasing his activities and 
removing to Detroit, Michigan, early in 1938. 


Toward the end of his stay in Louisiana, Snith's personal reputation 
apparently suffered to some extent. On November 3, 1936, he was arrested by the 
New Orleans Police Department on a charge of having disturbed the peace in the 
using of obscene language in a public place. Reportedly, this arrest resulted 
in his receiving a suspended sentence of $10.00 and ten days. 


During 1936 and 1937, Smith was also involved as a plaintiff in 
several libel and slander cases. These cases were apparently of minor 
importance, but the consensus of opinion appears to be that Smith's reputation 
suffered more than did the reputation of those whom he sought to sue. 


CURRENT ACTIVITIES 


On arriving in Detroit in 1938, Snith almost immediately set out 
to reorganize the defunct "Committee of One Million." In this connection he 
distributed a considerable amount of literature designating the purposes of 
"The Committee of One Million" as follows: 


1. To rebuild the spirit of America. 


2. To wipe out the last vestiges of Communisn, Nazism 
and Fascism in all forms. 


3. The redefinition of the American National character, 


h. The installation of a new spirit in American youth, 
dedicated to the maintenance of American institutions. 


5. To issue a call to farmers and laborers to resist what 
is now known as an international plot to anvolve them in 
a world revolution. 


6. To rededicate the citizenry of America to the family 
altar and to the spirit of the church. 


7. To secure the maintenance of a well defined standard 
of American living. 
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Other literature of "The Committee of One Million," sought particularly 
to stress the activities of this organization in combating Communist influences. 


With the coming of the European war in 1939, Snith shifted the policy 
of "The Committee of One Million" to that of promoting the cause of isolationism. 
In various pieces of literature distributed during 1939, 190 and 191, he was 
especially critical of the Govermment's policy of rendering assistance to the 
allied Governments. , 


Since the involvement of the United States in the war, Smith has 
again shifted his policy as well as that of "The Comittee of One Million" to 
the direction of criticism against the Government's efforts in prosecuting 
the war. He has not questioned the necessity of winning the war, but on the 
other hand, in various of his publications, as well as his public utterances, 
has been careful to ley stress on the necessity of the people's aiding and 
assisting in every way in defeating America's foes. 


However, he has advanced contentions that the Government is using 
the war as an excuse for depriving the public of its just liberties. He has 
also freely voiced criticism against what he has been disposed to characterize 
as the Government's efforts to reduce the United States to a mere entity in a 
great international state dominated by Great Britain. 


Smith carries on the work of "The Committee of One Million" through 
radio broadcasts over Station WJR at Detroit, the distribution of literature, 
and through the publication of a monthly magazine known as "The Cross and the 
Flag." Although Smith claims that "The Committee of One Million” has a following 
of three million persons, it appears that "The Committee of Mme Fillion" is really 
not an organization as such, and is merely a name used by Smith. Smith, of course, 
does have a rather large mailing list, and it seems that the persons who receive 
his literature and make occasional financial donations to him are considered by 
Smith as being members of the Committee. Available information indicates that 
Smith's claim of three million followers is grossly exaggerated. 


Early in 1942, Smith sought to establish another organization known 
as "The Inner Circle." As suggested by its name, this group was described by 
Smith as consisting of the more prominent and trustworthy members of "The 
Committee of One Million." He announced the foundation of this group through 
the distribution of literature calling for the donation of additional fimds, 
and it appears that its purposes were the same as those of "The Committee of 
One Million." According to information received, *The Inner Cirele® is no more 
of a real organisation than "The Committee of One Million" and was conceived 
and used by Smitn merely for the purpose of collecting additional money from 
persons on his mailing list. 


During the summer of 19),2, Smith sought the Republican nomination for 
the position of United States Senator from the State of Michigan. He made a 
number of speeches and conducted quite an active campaign and in the primary 
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election received approximately 120,000 votes. although this was not sufficient 
for nomination, political observers were of the opinion that Snith had made an 
musually good showing. Even after this defeat, Smith continued his candidacy 
in the general election in November, 192, when he projected himself as a write- 
in candidate. He was badly defeated in the general election, his following being 
less than that in the primary campaign. 


Late in 192, Smith publicly announced the intention of forming a 
third political party on a national scale. The proposed platform for this 
Party, as announced, was similar to that advanced by Smith in connection with 
his work as leader of "The Committee of One Million" and it is understood that 
Snith hopes to gain support from members of the now defunct "America First 
area’ Comittee." In recent months, Smith has toured the Middle West and hes made 
ere a number of speeches in various cities, outlining his plan for a third political 
tee ee party. hecently, he has indicated that it may not be necessary to form this 
Sarco party if the Republican and Democratic Parties "present a real issue" for the 

- T 1944 Presidential Election. 





ae At various times within recent years it has been reported that certain 

eer | officials at the Ford Motor Company are interested in Smith and have collaborated 
2 eet with him to the extent of furnishing him information used in some of his speeches 
and his publication "The Cross and the Flag.* 








In connection with his various appearances as a public speaker Smith 
has attained the reputation of being a very effective and forceful speaker. 
Although he is somewhat bombastic, and at times given too freely to overemphasis, 
it does appear that he is an unusually good speaker and that he is effective in 
influencing audiences. Some persons have described him as among the foremost 
public speakers of the day. 


It is of interest to note that Smith's publication "The Cross and the 
Flag" was named, along with a number of other publications, in indictments re- 
turned in the District of Columbia on July 21, 1942, and January 4, 1943, 
charging twenty-eight and thirty-four defendants respectively with having en- 
gaged in a conspiracy to violate the Sedition Statutes. These indictments have 
pertinence to the case popularly referred to as United States vs. Gerald B. 
Winrod, et al. Although Smith's publication was mentioned in the indictment, 
as being one of a number of publications throughout the country which has con- 
tributed to undermining the loyalty and morale of the Armed Forces, neither 
Smith nor the publication was named as a defendant. 
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BAC, Detroit : 6 DATE sokee BY sr scorn 


Rei GSRALD L. K. SMITH, was, ot als; 
IHTGRNAL SECURITY - @; 
SECURITY MATTER; SEDITION 


Dear Sire | Gd. 


Reference is made to your letter of September 3, 1945, referring to the re- 
port subaitted in this case by Special Agent ay «: Detroit, Michigan, on the 


same date. bw 


In reply to your inquiry, you are advised that the Bureau does not desire 
that refcrence report, in its present form, Se disseminated to the warious field offices 
which are desig: yted on the first page as receiving copies of the report. As noted in 
your letter, the repor conc subject's 
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It appears that if the information in the report as now phresed, that is, in 
the form of direct quotations of the correspondence concerned, carne to the attention of 
Smith, either directly or indirectly, there would be a good chance of the infcrnant's 
identity being revealed. Acoordincly, in wiew of this, as well as the particular nature 
of the correspondence set forth in the report, it is desired that théearepert be rewritten 
in such a way as to paraphrase the pertinent items of correspondence<) The, infornation 
contained in the correspondence should, of course, be included im therepdrt, but it is 
believed that through the medium of paraphrasing, the chance of Fevonljng the identity 

uot Pad embarrassing the informant would be materially lessened. aot 
—— a 


Mr E. A TP%45 therefore returning with this letter throe of the five Sopiss of Agent 
Miro tt tg ‘report which were forwarded to the Bureau. The report should v6, rewritten as 
Minditutéd above, and thereafter, the desipnated copies should de forwarded to the Bureau 
eee Midkoninated to the other offices for which copies are designated. | i 
r. acdc 2D 

Mr. Nickels Yn gonpnection with the submission of further reports, these observations should 
M in mind, and all items of correspondence subajitted by 
hould be paraphras quoted verbatin, = 


















. Garson | COMMUNICATIONS SECTION — YSIS / 7" 3 ss 
(|) wees sO 





Mr. ee sk SEP 21 1943 PM: 


Mr. Mumford _ 
Mr. Piper . 
Mr. Quios Tami 


Mr. Nease sy 
Mise Gaudy Enoldsure 


1943 


U OF INVESTIGATION | 
MENT OF JUSTICE 





4, 
pee a, Seal ae mee Gi ae me wet avons 
- a 

= ~ ar 
* x 
= 

” 
- ADDPEEE REPLY TO 


HE ATTOANEY GENIERAL'* 
AMD REFER TO 
INITIALS AND NUMEER 


TCC: ESL: be 


146-— 28-43 





cee Tom C, Clark 





& 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTIC 


DATE: September 14, 1943. 
_ ; TO: Federal Bureau of Investigation 


FROM: Weutekt xara, Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Division. 
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 


- Mumford _.____. 
Mr. Starke... 


Mr. Quinc Tamm ____ 


I Mr. Neese.... 


Miss Gandy 





Some time ago the Attorney General forwarded to you a copy 
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Tera yy Solace fectaiee 


of a statement one hundred and ten pages long, written »y 


ae centering around the activities of the subject. 


bP. be 


Tt is desired that the original of such statement be returned 
to the Criminal Division promptly at this time, inasmuch as its return 


now has been requested by the source which made it available. 
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Tor = Assistant Attorney General Tom C, Clark its | 
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Froa: Je Fégar Hoover ~ Director, Federal Bureau of Tnvecticatin \ 
Sub Jests “D Le Ke SUIT) - | 
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+ COMMITTEE OF ONT ETLLTON; | = 
<  XHTURNAL SECURITY) BEDY 


TTOMe re \ ‘ , 

Y penorandum of Septerder VU. 193, 1 rring 

nt of 110 pages written in conection with this mbdject by 

As you indicated in your mcnorandum, the ortrinal of this s 
with @ pe-orandum received fron the att 

uncer date of October 28, 191.2. 


went 
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Pursuant to your request, J on returning the original of the eta 
With this menorandum, The Bureau {s retaining a copy of the etatenent and wt 
will recall that the statement has already been summarized -in reports submi, 
in connection with tho instant case, For your further f::formation yo 
adviged that the various marginal notations appearing throuchout the | 
statencnt were there when 


statement was received by the Rurcat. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 


a saiease: Wlsen eo aAaladins 


indicated, explain this aeievion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) b / ; h 9D with no segregable 
material available for release to you. 








Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to vou or the subject of your request. 


Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following govemment agency(ies) 
SS «, Wa s/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 





Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 
as the information originated with them. You will 
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Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 























For your information: 





The following number is to be used for reference 33 e pages: 
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Form No. 1 
THis CaseoricinaTeDaT Detroit, Vichigan Ipls, rueno. 100-4754 
REPORT MADEAT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY Ne 
Indianapolis, Indiana | 9-9-43 | 5/' 557/173 8/: 23} 


9/2/43 CHARACTER OF CASE 
G D LYMAN KENNETH H, W.a8.5 ~ 


THENCOMMITTES OF ONE MILLION. INTERNAL SECURITY (G) 


SECURITY MATTER 
SEDITION 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: as &..- to furnish informetion of Lae 
value. Subject was national speaker for Ku Klux 
Klan about 1925-1930. Former Indiana leaders of 
Klan inforn that subject appeared to have no wm- 


American tendencies in that period of time, but 
ate advanced Klan theme that public offices in the 








S,. Bos 4 United States were disproportionately controlled 
SS by Jews and Catholics, and sought to awaken voters 

’ 4 \ ‘ to this fact. No evidence found in Fort Wayne, 

~t Indiana, indicating that meeting planned by subject 


aa 335, UTI CONTANE 
7 “7 HEREIN © UNCLASSIFIED 


Reference: Bureau file 62-4388. = a BYALA 
Report of Special Agent » LT 
Orleans, Louisiana, March 16, 1943; 
Letter from New Orleans office dated April 20, 1943. oe 










Details: AT RICHMOND, INDIANA ar ep | 


The following investigation was conducted ae ppectal Avg. 


, Colonial Building, informed that , + 
y acquainted with the subject, but Z) : 


tbat dn 1924 62 1998 he Le cin ject, bad ‘been connected oe 
with the Ku Klux Man, Stated he was employed 
oe the Klan to pvestts ome of the members of the  ¥7° 


APPROVED AND art oN, <— SPECIAL AGENT 
FORWARDED: im CHARGE 
ZA 














COPLES OF THIS REPORT 


‘SWBureau COPIES DESTROYE. 


‘Petrott 8S OCT 21 THe 
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| organization in order to clear out the undesirable elenents. 






stated thet in his ere ‘SOTH was @ ec iisanuser © and 
that he ways making inflammatory speeches. He stated that SMITH in 
1924, or 1925 had been connected with the Lecture Bureau of the Ku Klux 

Klan and went around the comtry making speeches recruiting members for 

the Klan. He further stated that in his opinion he believed SMITH to be 

a psychopathic case, because of the fact that he acquired strange ideas and | 
evidently believed in them sincerely. 






also informed that Indianapolie, was a man who 
would know more about past activities o and would ad know 
more definitely exactly what =e duties were... We 
; stated he hed been ea- pr 
ployed e or ve ate certain members of the 
Klan who had become eo radical in their activities that they were detrimen- 
tal to the KKK movement. He said that in 1924 or 1925 SMITH was a speaker 
and organizer for the Klan and at that time he was assigned to a territory 
in Wisconsin. He eaid that the Klan had a group of from fifty to sixty 
speakers who covered the country organizing and recruiting members. 
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stated that after SMITH" 8 connection with the Klean ceased, 
4 TOKNe. 


AT INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA | ieee 
The following investigetion was conducted by Special agent 








was cone - 

or information concerning e stated that he was totally )7C 
unable to give any pertinent information regarding subject. "s background, ac- ay) 
tivities, statements or tendencies. He had heard of the subject s recent > 
activities but had no personal acquaintance with him or other information 
pertinent to this investigation. 


The following investigation was conducted by the writers 
CER. Martca county Courthouse, 
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period of about 1925 to 1930 subject wes known to 
speaker for the Klan, who traveled ov states in the Midwest and 
addressec meetings of Klan members. ney stated in this capecity sub- 
ject did not conduct any membership solicitation campaigns, but spoke in an 
inspirational capacity only. Membership solicitation was handled by state 
speakers who were separate and distinct from the national speekers. 


During this period and in the early 1950's ABD iver sub-= 
ject as an ordained minister, He regarded subject es entirely sincere, end 
stuted that at that time subject had no tendencies whatever which would in- 
dicate Msloyalty to the United States. In his addresses to Klan personnel, 
subject advanced the current Klan theme that public or rtcee in the United 
Stetes were occupied to a disproportionate extent by Catholics and Jews. In 
other words, in proportion to the number of Catholics and Jews in the entire 
population of the United States, the number of such individuals holding pub- 
lic office wes too lerge, end this condition resulted in influences which 
were not considered by the Klan to be in the best interests of the United | 
States in the long run. Subjéct! ose in pointing out this fact to Kan 
audiences was understood wr i be to awaken the voters of the Un- 
ited States to this condition, they would exercise their franchise 
at the po such manner that the condition would be corrected. According 
oR 2 oct et no time advocated the overthrow of t ent 
or ence or persecution with regard to any group or race. aie-. 
garded subject's speeches as relnety coieiavent with Christi oncepts. 

wae... that subsequent to his acquaintance with sub- 
ject, the latter became involved with HUEY LONG, late Senator from Louisiana, 
and visualized himself as a person who was destined to save the world. At 
about this same time he became very active in d was inclined to 
commercialize his teachings and connections. we: unable to furnish 


any information regarding subject's activities or Pencencies after about 


















--32932. He stated that so far as he knows, subject’ é character ane pers 


nent ae in ur oetane were a generally Laces eB B good. pS co uae “ 


we gta J la- eee aig al ee : “ie : 








a peaker for the Klan on a two occesions 
in Indiane. On these occasions he advenced approximately the same theme as 


Y 
We ae 
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previously described herein and appeared to to be 
completely sincere. s unable to give any information which would 
indicate that eubj endencies which were inimical to the best ine 
terests of the United States. He suggested that concern | 


_ ing the subject ht be procured from 
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was interviewed at his howe on August 28, 1943, and stated 
he knew subject only as a minister who has engaged in giving inspirational bx 
addresses for the Klan. He was unable to give any information regarding sub- 


ject which has not already been set forth, and reflected that he had only a 7 
slight personal acquaintance with subject. _—{ 


i 


a ed at the & fleid office on August 31, 1943, orm 
at he was an official of the KKK in the Greenfield area during the period =| 


in whicl “subject is said to have been a national speaker. He also was un- 

able to give any further information regarding subject's activities or ten- 
dencies, and informed that he ranembered seeing subject on only one occasion, = 
and that wes at a time when subject delivered an address to a Klan meeting, 

bu could not even remember the topic of the speech. 
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AT FORT WAYNE, INDIANA, ce ae 
The a investigation was performed by Special Agent ae 
ee 
was negative, 


Investigation failed to indicate that any meeting we 
ect, his behalf, at Fort Wayne on June 1, 1943. ide 
of the Journal Gazette, a local newspaper, inform t 
@ 1, 1943, in hie "future book” indicating that a meet br 
was to be held by or on behalf of subject SMITH on that cats. ae bie 
however, informed he did not bel isve the meeting was held. orma~ 
tion was secured from of the Hews Sentinel, a local newspaper; 
however, rec eting was held by subject SMITH at the 
Shrine & Fort Wayne the year previously. | 
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of the Shrine Auditorium, 411 West Berry 








strest, info had called hia sar the telephone fron 
Detroit some time ae to June 1, 1943, and had e use of the 
Auditorium, It was decided, however, according that the | 
Auditorium was too cues as subject SMITH had tol shed merely to 






where there would be present ealativaly few ine 
said he had suggested to SMITH that he att 

el Ballrooa, and had given SMITH the name oD 
= the acehony Hotel as the one to contact. | 


of the Keenan Hotel in Fort 
e ony Hotel, stated he had been tele- 
Rect os as he recalled, in the latter part 


SMITH head called from Yetroit and had asked to engage the 

° stated he had told Mr. SMITH he would call him back, and 
upon de rent the hall, called some woman in the office of sub- | 
ject SLYH in Detroit and told her that a meeting was to be held in the hall 
by a local group during the particular time it was desired by subject SMITH, 
and he would not be able to rent the hall. stated it wae his be- 
lief that no meeting was held by subject 


| of the Civic Theater at Fort Wayne, and 
d that they had received no request from sub- 
or from anyone acting on his behalf, for the rental of the Civic 


Theater Hall. They sould furnish no information in this _Tespect. ~ 






















not heard that any meeting was held 
subject or on 


It is not believed that further investigation would be advisable at 
this time inasmch as inquiry fails to indicate that any meeting wae held, 
but if the Detroit office has information that such meeting was held in 
Fort Wayne, appropriate investigation will be conducted, . : 
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REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 
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ap :- Special Agent 

ass d the Indianapolis office. The case was originally assigned to 

igert Bese upon his coats nothing was found among his be- 

longings and papers which wo any meeting was held by subject. 

re was not possible to ascertain who was contacted in this connection by 
ent on . 
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Dear Sir: a pues et 
In the course of an » Amvestiga tion conduc ted by the Miani Field 
at which time 


” 









Division, 
he displa edentials of the 
that he waS a special i 








we 


ae: that he had been employed as a paid investi- Ve 
gator Sor the past .ive years, and that he was presently engaged in inves- , 
tigating subversice Fascist organizations throughout the United “tates. 
He advised he has on nany occasions furnished information to the lew York 
Field Division, and that his office, which is maintained i. New York, had 
yurnished ccusiderable information tothe “ew York +ield “ivisior or the 

i ~“Wreadlie ‘ 


} ie 





Tne lal = es, 


At the time of interview fawnisned the writer wit. a 
mimeographed pamphlet, written in ataiian, wiich he advised is bing dis- 
tributed by GRRALD L. k. SLI TH, addressed to the italian peopie, crit. cizi ng’ 
the New Deal, and wnich pointed out that CHRALD L, K. SUIT! WaS 4 great 
friend of the italian pe sople, organizer oi the anerica First Committee, 

and editor o: the magezine "The Cross and the Flag". This mineographed © 
panphlet is’ being forwarded to the “ureau for their inforiztio:, said 
panphlet having been obtained i: his ew York O.fice and which 
he waS uSing as the basis for an inveStigation. 


es: advised of the Bureau's jurisdiction in investiga- 
tion pertaining inknerican organization, however, <1. view of the apparent 
nation wide scope of instant matter, it is being called to the attention of 
the Bureau for such action as is deemed approp iave. 


ai 9 | 2 
Very truly yours, < ae 
— = . F 2 . ; 4 gs 
% . oe “ ‘ i : : be a i ' eg i : 
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ae TRANSLATION FEOM THE ITALIAW 
YTALIANS! 


a In this hour when the whole vorld, thro veo into a turmoll because 
ite craving for power and conquest, At is indead consoling to see that 
anong 80 much derradation there is still sams good to be founds thie good 
neva and sincere attachsent for what is right, is found in sen, who placing 
the well-being of all humanity before their own personal interests, risk 
their lives and Liberty in propagandising and exposing to the public 
Unoae individuals who cause wars for purely economic and eocial reasons. 


I could hore list many nanes which would appear insicniMicant 


to you but would acquire gigantic importance if beside each nase I could 


list the battles which esch has sustained to defend the rights to Life 
end peace which are desired hy the majority of the people. 


These sen, whose experience, contracted through their aany 
years spent with the people and for the people gives then s greater 7 
opportunity of knowing their neods, kmow that the war wes not a publis 
desire, but solely the machination of a few interested pertisa. 


me, Italiens who ere Christian by birth, shove sll others have 


the right to defend tris Christianity froz those who like Jucas sold and 
killed for gold. 


In a few daya you will be given the opvortunity of hearing ons 
of these chaspiona of the people, who although not our compatriot, has 
alvays shown a deep affection for us, and from hie words you will draw 
an exact picture of the actuation we are now m Vravers ue while atin 

| Sone eee at ue - 


Byer 
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This nation which te our host and which should be ruided = 
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| 
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UMOLASINED 


al 
ce Se governusnt with democratic principles, seems to be cuidod, instead by 
Bee; Le eroup of Jews whose prineiple is but one: persmnal oconosic interests. 
oO = 
aie x8 3r- | The name of this great friend of the Italians, I an aure is 
SS ok pamot new to yor, G5PALD L. K. SUITH, organiser of the QAKSAICA FIRST. 
~— o- =a ARTI" and pester of the pacerine "THLE AOSS Au Tsi FLAG*. 
: | Yroa this ran, who today tnonloates fear into @ large rmonber 
ae of politicians ef the so-called Wi; DZAL, we Italians have much to learn 
sz and dn that way will koow how to eomiuct ourselves in the coming elections. 


Tt wil be our duty to keep you informed of the date on which 


G°RALD Le. ke SA ITH will visit your neighborhood to bring you an account 
(of his experiences. 


‘Bnroll today in the AVERICA FIRST PARTY, and in that wey you 
will have the opportunity of not only fighting the For eal, bit of sain. 


ee ee ee eee 


E ee: taining the lofty ideals ef CHLESTLARITY BY REICH ¥E CAN f° DISTINGUISH. 
eo poe, ENc: 
on On reverse aide ef photostat, in’ cirelacare tha words ®ITALIANS Anal". 


Brent as =v. 


ee ef all the cruel and violent passions which the husen race enploys to sal laly 
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Trenanitted hergrith 5 Seo neaus eories of a leaflet written 
An the Italian loncuace headed tallard B, and on thr reverse aide boaring 
an inscription, taliand Svec 2” For your additional aan tite oo ies 
of a tra:sintiof of this leaflet mre also attached, «= - 


The original of this leaflct was furnished the Burcan on duly Sy 
by the tial Mold Mvicion which advised that it hae ee vocared £ 
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distributed by Gerald Le Is Seithe 


that the source of tits informatian was 
and, accordingly, it is cerired thst the Lar 
ee ately that organization for any i:fomation in ite - 
ee tar possession tending to show that the gems ag et has beon distributed by 
Se Scith or other persons in bis behalf. ormation ef the ew York 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


THIS CASEORIGINATEDAT DETROIT, MICHIGAN ~ a meno. Lde7 ECC 
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i %. Ke SMITH, was 7 
THE COUMITTEE OF ONE MILLION 











SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Subject originally scheduled to speak in Buffalo. N. Ye, 


- Sey AS eee ee Se Seer ZG OTS USS 


| . on B~16=43 under sponsorship of JOSEPH HJSTOFFEL, 


Va 


z EconomicsLeague of Buffalo. Subject refused use of halls 
by owners ir Buffalo. Held secret and closed meeting 
8-16-43, Iroquois Room, Hotel Statler. Approximately 
210 attended. Committee formed to demand use of public 
hall for mesting in future, at which Congressman CLARE 
_ROFFUAN to speake Date of future meeting not mom. — 
Subject gave anti-Jewish, anti-Commnist, anti-United 


Nations speeche All [NE eet. POMTRMITH 
ALL te Sica bots: ane 


HEP ors x ett. 
-_ Ek U C Ha rc “Wo Fes pCa i 


7 DATE jee 


REFERENCES Report of Special scent dated 6-16-43 at 
7 Buffalo, New York. | . : 


Letter from Detroit to Buffalo dated 8-11-43. age 


j to circulars obtained cr 

aoe subject was scheduled to speak on August 16, 0 

1945, at the Knights of Columbus Hall, Delaware Avemue, 
under the auspices of thdAmerica First Party in coopera- 
tion with the Economics League of Buffalo, JOSEPH H. STOFFEL, 
President. It was also indicated that Father CURRAN'S 
tribute to Father CHARLES COUGHLIN would be read. It was 
also announced that Captain BARA SCUTHARD of Chicago, 
a-ene of the speakerse / 






as 













rr 83 OCT 13 1964 Vrape ore. 
- eee Me RG des DENTE, : Ter Dhaest Sree ee va eae 


Corre eh 


eed my. ie et SF = . Teo + Beane oe 7o we ONG Sher eto een ee Re ME a EES eae ee A rs a ee 
2 - id aie . re : - et ER Ss 
. : . ‘ we 7 re G - > : ve . * i ae ore 
. . 2 ee : rs ee. 2 ; : - , : 
-BU 14-7 Ly se oa oe oe ah ae ee ee ee aa 
. ra 2? owe te + é Boe ” eo. soe = + ‘s aan 


- Z ; =~ . : 
ayes Shee wy * oe 3 . 8: 


cn ee to ee the officers of the ae 
: Knights of Columbus, upon hearing TH was to be. Sa kate cancelled — P 


all arrangements Zor the use of their halts: ne 
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JOSEPH H. STOFFEL was the individual charged locally 
with making arrangements for the meeting hall, and that in making the arrange- 
ments, he did not disclose to the owners that the subject was to be one of 
the speakerse STOFFEL rented several other 
halis for the mee owners, upon hearing that SMITH 

was to make a speech, would cancel the arrangements. 


that a closed meeting was to be a oe a ee = in the Hotel 


Statler the same evening, and that only people who were known as SiITH fol- 
lowers and members of the Peon OME? Leacue were to be invited and admitted 
to the meeting e 

Ee... apparently the telephene facilities were ged to 


extend he mn vitations to the meetings Se Zo 









2 = ne Fae : . ew ~. 
: ae 1 caw NT x Bay dy ode ite ae 


a: all individuals invited were itietrceted sot to aie 
inquiry at the hotel for directions to the Iroquois Room, and were further 
instructed that individuals would be stationed in the lobby of the hotel 
and upon recognition, would conduct the individuals te the rooms 


| aay the primary putpose of the meeting was to ar . 
range a co ee to sponsor and demand the use of a public hall in Buffalo, 
preferably the Kleinhans Music Hall. A secret committee was formed, headed 


by STOFFEL, who were charged with the duty of making the arraripensnts for @ 


future meeting at which pesmi CLARE HOFFMAN would be the id oa airs 
i eeoial ; 
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a ome. subject _ mange with madness* aie cacanse oe 
the property owners falo had refused the use of their halls, and he 
spent considerable time expressing his opinion that the Commnists and 


the people attempting to persecute him were responsible for the property 
owners actions.: 


at a 3 z0° er ‘ yo 
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SMITH seemed to have toned down his remarks consider- 


ably, but managed to make a few comments which were anti-i ‘OOSEVELT, anti-Jewish, 


and anti-Communist. 





estimated that the weetine was attendes i approximately 200 per- 
sted from 6:30 P. M. to 11 P. M. 33 


: a after sceanuenant. had ‘been made for the committee | 
to arrange for ure meeting, the subject gave a short speech in which ~ 
he opened by inquiring if there were any newspaper men present, and if so, . 
they were instructed to leave, and announced that the matter was of the 
"committee"® and invited guests, and that no "stooges® were wanted, that while 
nothing would be done of which they would be ashamed, they were not going 
to take a chance of receiving the unfavcrable publicity which they had pre- 
vicusly received in Buffalo. 


sons an 





SLITH stated that the Communists had ae scheme for suppressing him 
by calling up owners of halls which had been rented, representing themselves . 
to be prominent clergymen or prominent officials and demanding thet the 
rental of the hall be cancelled. subject then proceeded to 
"ouild himself up" by declaring h ut Christian and a loyal “American, 
presenting two or three memoranda to the Chairman to be read. One memorandum 
was a list of prominent people who would vouch for his loyalty and charac- 
ter and included the names of HENRJ+PORD, Senator VANDENBURG, and the name 
of an FEI official in Detroit, whose name the informant could not recall. 
One of the other memoranda contained a a of i eras aaa before which 
SMITH had previously spoken. ss & 





* SLITH then stated that the publicity he had previously received 
in Buffalo had been fair with the exception of an editorial in the Buffalo 
Courier Express by TOM BROWN, charging that he had trampled on the American’ 


- flag at a previous meeting in Buffalo. SMITH said he was crusading to save 


America from Jews, Communists, New-Dealers, and others, conspiring to des- 
troy cur institutions. He said that individuals representing these groups 
were seeking to destroy Americanism and substitute internationalism, in 
which, our country would be ruled over by Chinamen, Bratiehy: and Russianse 


ae :::: SMITH, during this speech, made numerous sneering 
renarks Concerning the Allies of the United States, but at no time did he 
make any unfavorable remark about the Nazisa the Japanese or their leaders, 


SKITH declared that he was organizing the America First Party as 
a "spare tire party" in case the Democrats nominate ROOSHVELT and the Re- 
publicans nominate WILKIE, both of whom he characterized as internationalists. 
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SLOTR stated uae his ; idea of a ene was to ena ROOSEVELT ers Hyde Park 
and make him stay there; WILKIE to Moscow, and make him stay there; and 
Vice-President WALLACE to be a milk man in China. SMITH then named several 
{individuals who would be acceptable to his sha Among those were Senators — 
WHEELER and VANDENBURG. oe | 


SMITH read excerpts from an article s awaling with race riots in. 
Detroit, in which it was supposed to state that they had been caused by the 
Communists who had appointed white girls to date out negro men and stir 
them up. In this connection, SMITH also attacked "The Stage Door Canteen” 
of New York, where, he said, white girls were forced to date out negroes. ; 


SHITH then made numerous criticisms of the government and the 
Bureaucrats who were denying to Americans the four freedoms, while claiming 
ie fight for their establishment throughout the world. He said that 

RCOSEVELT'S government had no faith in the patriotism of the people as the 
American government had to resort to conscription while in Canada, Australia, | 
New Zealand, South Africa, there was no conscription. | 





pate .* 


ear SMITH charged that there were going to be 40,000,000 or more un- 
‘employed after the present war, and that the international conspirators — 
were preparing to take advantage of the contemplated unrest and chaos which — 
would result in an overthrow of the American system. SMITH said that he . - 
told his son, when the latter was called into the Arned Forces, that the 
only thing he was fighting for was "Old Glory", and that he was not called 
to fight to make ROOSEVELT President for the aonrae term and thus establish- 
ing a New Deal dictatorship. 





/ SMITH spoke extemporaneously, and the speach was 
calculated to stir up disunity, create suspicion of our government, and 


¥. arouse fears concerhing the aims of thse men who a preset ope our sera ig 


and engender 411 will toward our Allies. now 
RK oxtimated that epproximately 90 people attended, most of wtiom ia 
. were elder je = 
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" Nesther of the inroroante were able to ici any sab enents cade 
by subject which might be considered seditious. 
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witle Character af case 


” GERALD LYMAN KEUNETH ‘SurrE, with aliases ..—=—s—i‘« «|S SECURITY MATTER - G 
THE COMMITTEE OF ONE MILL 108 | SEDITION 


‘ arged that the picture 
entitled "The Lunatic Fringe" depicted him as 
a Fascist, exponent of Nazism, an anti-Semite, 
end as being un-American, Action was discon- 
tinued when defendant was upheld in his motion to 
vacate the plaintiff's notice of the examination 
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At the County Clerk's office, Now York County, the writer roviewed file 
No, 1114 (1938) entitlod, "GERALD L, EK. SHITH vs. CH OF TIME, INC.; TIME, INC,; 
ET 4L," This file reflects that a wmplaint and summons was filed on March 17, 
1939, Tho complaint, which is 40 pages in length, allegos that in tho MaRCd OF 
TIME picture entitled, "The Innatic Pringe®, tho plaintiff was depicted as a 
Fascist and exponent of Nazism, designated as an American Hitler, as an anti- 
Somite and Jew-baiter, as a domagogue and rabble rouser, as unpatriotic and un- 
4nerican, &s a porgon associated with FATHER DIVINE, SITLER, and MUSSOLINI, and 
made to @ppear insane, crazy, & crackpot, and a lunatic. Hoe declared all those 
things wero faleo, fraudulent, and docoitful and, as a conesquance, no was made 
the object of shame, ridicule, hatred, and scorn, 


“oe 
. 


a _ §407 
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The complaint also alleges that this picture caused the plaintiff to 
lose opportunitics to speak upon the radio and public platform, caused shame, 
embarrassment, and annoyance by constant requests of leaters of the German Bund 
and various Hitler organizstions and sponsors of Hitlcrism and Jew-baiting that 
the plaintiff support their platforms. It also alleges that the picture caused 
the plaintiff to be designated as the organizer of the Fascist Party in America a 
impaired him in his profession, and occupation, reputation, fame, and credit to 
the extent of $5,000,000, 


The defendant filed an answer denying most of the sieehisons in the 
complaint. The vlaintiff thereafter servcd & notice of his intention to examine 
certain defendants before trial,anithe defendant was upheld in hie motion to 
vacate this notice on March 23, 1539. No further action was noted in the record. 







jonically advised that his file in connection Lb? 
etense of the above-mentioned case, contains ne additional information ba 
pihes than that appearing in the official record, 
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Dear Sir: dG hEY 


Enclosed herewi original and four copies: 7 
of a report of Special Agent dated at Detroit, ~ 
Michigan, September 3, 1943. . 







It is to be noted that copies of this report are 
designated for various offices of the Bureau, and before forwarding 
these copies to these offices, I am subaitting this report to = 
for your approval, especially in view of the fact t 
consicerable information cont 






It is requested that you advise me whether or not 
these copies of this report should be distributed to the ae 
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Washington, B. €. 
JPHa siti September 18, 1913 Me. Aeore 
62=1,3818 Mr. Carson 
Mr. Harbo 
MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR Mr. Hendon ; 
Co gee eee ee ON eee eee Mr. Mumford __ 
Re: GERALD L. k Oatra Mr. Starke 
SEDITION 2 Mr. Quinn Tamnn_ 
Tele. Room 
Mr. Nease 


In the attached letter dated September 3, 1943, SAC Bugas Miss Beahm 
at Detroit refers to the report submitted in this case by Special Mise’ Ga 
Agent Cane: Detroit, Itichigan, on September 3, 1943, and 7 
requests to whether copies of the report shovld be distributed to 
various offices wnich are designated to receive copies. 











Mr. Bugas points out that there is considerable info 
concerning 


Copies of the report are not designated for any out- 





side agency. — 


You will recall that the President, as well as the Department, is very 
much interested in the investigation of this case and that the matter is being 
given special and continued attention. Pursuant to the Department's request 
Smith's speaking activities in connection with his so-called merica First Farty 
are being covered and all reports reflective of these speeches as well as other 
collateral investigation requested from time to time by the Derartment are being 
immediately referred to the Criminal Division upon their submission by the Field. 

AJ To date the Department has indicated that Smith has ne anything actionable ; 


aaa the Sedition Statutes or other pes: il #3 2 f, / &- fae 


On e Detroit office has umghene ae formant coverage » 2 
Se De] Le eCog al survei ts { 
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Accordingly, the Bureau's 
copies of the report are being returned to SAC Bugas with instructions that the 
report be rewritten along the lines indicated. 


2. For the reasons set forth above, it is further felt that the 
report in its present form should not be made available to the Department. 
However, when the revised version of the report is received, it will, 
be furnished to the Department, and field offices having outstanding 








In view of the interest the President and the Attorney Ge 
shown in this case, as well as the allegations made against 
there are attached copies of a blind me:.orandum setting forth 1n appropriate 
phraseology the substance of the information embodied in this memorandum. I 
thougnt that such a menorandum, appropriately phrased, should be prepared in 
the event you desire to furnish copies to the Attorney General, 


or Mr. Marvin H. LicIntyvre, with whom the previous White House correspondence 
in this case has been had. . 





Respectfully, 
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Dear Oeneral Watsons , 

. On Yarch 31p 19h3, in snorer to 8 Feciest, rose! voy ye 
the President, I furnished &@ nenoratkam te ire Marvin Re FeiIntyre 
«setting forth in summary fora information concerning this Burean's 
investipetion of Gerald Le K» Gaith of Detroit, Kichican. ; 

ghis invest! cation {8 continuing end in recent wooks 
cartain data quanating fron confidential sources ef i:formation has 
been rece! ved pertaining to Suith's contacts with various perecs 
at Tastincton, De Ce I thourht the Presidmnt would be interested 
an the substance of tiie informstion ami, socorcingly, I a 
tranamitting with tila letter a menoranis erbodying te pertinent 
Gata. 
For your furthor information, the facts ceveloped in 
camection with tia case are doing referred to tho Criminal Division 
ef the Derartment of Justice, but to dato the Criminal Division has. 
pot indicated that Guith's sctivities are gafficient to warrant any — 


progecutt vé actions - co 
With easurances of my highest regards, 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINER: xoure, 
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Appro a a in attendance inolvd! 
JOSEPH "Re ten Subject spoke two hours 
with 5 minutes more used to solicit funds and 
answer questions. Most of speech devoted to 
telling subject's experiences in meeting oppost 

a 





tion to his meetings in other oities. oot 
eaid New Dealers wore Internationalists, scul 
ed statement of Churchil2 concern ®ynion not 
waaet Winehell and Drew Pearson. He stated t} 
et 4 Long was the best friend he ever had and 
gaid that he, SMITH, had been arrested in Tew 
Orleans in 1536 on election eve on “orders of 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt. Called Roosevelt *: 
014 fox*® and stated he would shape his atti tua 
any way that would win an election, Subject 4: 
eussed results of the Mackinaek Island Confere: 
4d Republican leaders and asserted Thomas Ee 
aoree had committed "political suloeide"” there, 
| atated he had instructed his attorney to 
. file suit against Walter eo: for ease 
oe | ace alanders a - e 
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Chicago File Noe 100-77) 


DETAITIS 3 AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIB: 


By the letter of reference the Detroit Field Division advised 
Chicago Field Office that it had been ascertained that 
ERAID Le Ke SMITH was scheduled to hold a closed meeting in 

Chicago on September 8, 1943 at 8 PoMe on the 10th Floor of 
the Kimball Building located at 310 8. Wabash Avenue. The — 
letter enclosed a letter secured from informants which on pre- 
sentation at the door would admit one or more individuals. 

It was requested that this meeting be covered either by agents 
or informants of the Chicago Field Office. 


ee of the Kimball Building, 310 Se 
abash Ayenue, adv n September 8 1943 that the meeting 
sponsored by tne subject would be hela in Room 1018 at 
He said the hall was first rented for the moeting by a 
82 W. Washington Street, who is aesooiated with the *¢ ens 
Keep America Out of War” Committee, or ot © kmown as the 
Rational Revival" Committee, stated that pp? 
had first requested the hall for y a group of 
epublican Ward Committeemen and insisted that the receipt for 1,75 
the rent be made out in her name, He said that he later de- 


termined that the meeting ct, to be a meeting sponsor- 
ed by the subdject and told that, in view of the fact 
that there was a misrepresen on on the identification of 


the meeting, he desired to cancel it. He stated, however, that 
CAPTAIN EARL SOUTHARD of the "Citizens Keep America Out of War" 
Committee had contacted him and requested the use of the ha 

and he hed decided to permit the same to be used. 


At 8 Pu. on the n 8, 193 the writer, together 
with Special Agent appeared at Room 1618, | 
Kimball Hall and attende ect'se meeting. Entrance was JV 


pare by showing the letter of invitation which had been furn- 
ehed to the Chicago Field Office by the Detroit Field Office. 


This letter pointed out thet the meeting was a closed meeting 
and that only those who carried a letter of invitation or who 
epecares with someone carrying a letter of invitation would be 
tted. It also advised that important things were happen- 
ing and that the writer, SMITH, was anxious to report these 
things to his friends. He stated that he would report conoerne 
ing his recent speaking tour in the East and would answer any 
questions that the audience would have in mind emcerning events 
in Washington, De C. The letter further advised that MRS. SMITH 


eZee 
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would accompany the subject, and he would have some very inter- 
esting documents to display. The letter was dated August 28, 
1943 and addressed to "My dear Subscriber and Friend". 


The meeting commenced at 8:15 PeM, and was calied to order by 
EARD/S00 D, who ia active locally in the "Citizens Keep Ame 
erica Out of War" Committee, also known as the “Republican 

National Revival" Committee, Approximately 110 people were in 
attendance and most of these were middle-aged inéiividualsa, ap- 
proximately two-thirds of them being women. The hall was very 
small and extremely crowdede 


The subject was introduced by EARL SOUTHARD and upon his introe 
duction spent about 15 minutes discussing the need for revival 
of Christianity in America after which discussion he led the 
group in reciting the Lord's Prayer. In connection with the 
aforementioned discussion, SMITH stated that some people 
thought that if anyone preached CHRIST that individual was 
anti-Semitic. SMITH said he believed all sects and creede were 
entitled to worship as they saw fit, including the Jewe, and he 
would not deny anyone that privilege. He asserted that it had 
reached the point in America today where the name of CHRIST 
could not be mentioned in the schoois and yet these same schools 
were permitted to teach Atheileam and Commnion, 


Following his introductory remarks SMITH outlined the plans for 
his forthcoming trip to the middle west. He advised he was go~ 
ing next to Minneapolis, Minnesota, where he would speak at a 
meeting held under the chairmanship of MRS. ERNEST EER, 
widow of the late Senator LUNDEEN, From Minneapolis he was go- 
ing to Des Moines, Iowa and.oen to Denver, Colorado where the 


moanéeienw &@e 6$hate afew wer: A hha that aw Maia ahaw Santantian @. 
p ites - J villi, 44,5 VHalv Ws wz WwudU WY MV EM WH 1442 OUSe r PO & Vee C4 
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1943 under the supervision of a man who was known as the 

boy Preacher". He said this preacher was one of the best known 
and most able ané dynamic speakers among the Baptist ministers 

in the State of Coloradoe TH further disclosed that on his 

return from Denver he was to hold a meeting in Kansas City and 

St. Loula, Missourle _ 


SMITH then discussed briefly the statements recently made 
PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT AND CHURCHILL on post war planse He sa 
ROOSEVELT had made a statement about a World Military Alliance 
ené that CHURCHILL had made a statement About "Union now --", | 
fin which the people of the United States and England would ene 
joy the same privileges. SMITH did not dwell on these state- 
ments more than to say that he was opposed to such plens as he 
414 not want CHURCHILL telling him he had to return to the 
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British Empire. He was opposed to any military alliance 
which would permit the keeping of American seldiere in all 
arts of the world, or,as he put it, if India revolted 
land as the United States had once done he did not want 
American soldiers sent there to help hold Imifa in the British 
Empire. He also said he was opposed te a common citizenship 
with the British peoples | 


SMITH then stated that there was a difference between Bationel- 
iste and Internationalists and stated he was a Nationalist, 
woile such men as WALIACE AND WILLKIE were Internationalists,. 
He illustrated the difference between the two by saying a 
Rationalist was like a wife who was faithful to her husband 
and an Internationalist was like an unfaithful wife, He added 
that only the Nationmaliats were the true Americans. 


SMITH said that he was the leader of the “America First" Party, 
but hoped there never would be euch a party as he ra ie that 
either the Republicans or the Democrats would adopt National- 
fetic principals and nominate a candidate believing in America 
firet, and either party did thig, the full weight of SMITEH'S 
support would be thrown to that partys 


SMITH claimed a following of 630,000 people in the state of 
Wichigan and said he had a very strong following in the states 
of Indiana and OKIco. He said in these three states he held the 
balance of power. SMITH asserted that his strength and that of 
his party was growing throughout the nation, 


He advised that when the Nationaliste came to yore in Washinge 
ton the party would investigate rs ie ee s which had happened 
there, incluiing the sudden ani untimely death of HUEY IOKG, 
whom he described as the best friend he ever had. SMITH dise 
closed that the Rationalists would alse investigate the mysterieg | 
ous death of Senator ERNEST LUNDEER while f to an "American 
First® Committees Meeting in the South. He extolled the virtues 
of HUEY IONG and denounced WALTER WINCHELL AND DREW PEARSON for 
attacking LUNDEEN after his death. | ‘i 


SMITH pointed out that PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT , CORDELL HULL AND 
ARCHBISHOP BECKMAN had each called BREW PEARSON a liar. He 
added that if ROOSEVELT had called PEARSON a lier, he must be 
one because "if anyone knew what a lier was ROOSEVELT 41a", 
SMITH related thet in 1936 he spoke in New Orleans, Louisiana 
the eve of the election from 9 Pee to 12215 AeM. in an open 
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air meeting and shortly afterwards was srrested at his hote2 
by fifteen armed but unidentified men who took him te a remote 
recinet station and put him in jail with a vomiting érunk for 
night, SMITH said he was charged with disturbing the peace 

on an old Napoleonic lew, stating that anyone who spoke in the 
open efter midnight disturbed the peace, He said he was found 
guilty and sentenced to thirty days, but the sentence was suse 
pended, SMITH said that if e pag oo wondered where he had gotten 
all of his inspiration for hie talks during the past few yeare 
they would realise that if they had hed to spend the night in 
a police cell with a drunk such as he did there would be enough 
inspiration for talks for fifty years. He said the politicians 
of the country were afraid at that time that he would disclose 
certain facts concerning the death of HUEY LONG. He said, "You 
know who it was I was arrested by; I was arrested on the orders 
of PRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT.®. | ol 


SMITH stated that he had been in Washington, D. C. recently and 
had noted importent developments, He advised that he had eent 
a statement of the “America First" Party policy to each of the 
ra, bb to the Mackineok Island Conference held Putnants | by 
the leadere of the Republican Party. SMITH claimed that the 
newspaper /“P M" had pointed out that the policy adopted at the 
Conference followed closely those suggested by him in his state- 
ments to the delegates, and he personally considered this fact 
to be a very important development. SMITH related that THOKAS 
E. DEWEY went to the Conference as a "favorite son"after a very 
commendable administration as governor of Hew York, but had 
committed"political suicide” by coming out as advocating a 
military alliance with England. SMITH seid that SENATOR ROBT. 
A. TAFT head said that this policy advocated by DEWEY was "a 
demn fool statement to make", 


SMITH referred to PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT as “the o14 fox" and said 
that ROOSEVELT was the shrewlest politician who ever liveé,. He 
asserted that even now the President could begin to see the 

hand writing on the wall and realize the power of the Katfionalfistic 
groupe He further stated that ROOSEVELT was willing to shape —.— 
hie “attitudes anyway that would help to win him an elections" 
SMITH said that ROOSEVELT had alre "yicked WALLACE in the 
pants end gotten rid of SUMNER W *, the latter whom he de- 
scribed as “the best frieni the Communists ever had", SMITH said 
that ROOSEVELT wae trying to get the election in 19) so he 

eould resign to become “president of the world”, SMITE asserted 
that if ROOSEVELT would not work for re-election, but would work 
solely for a military victory, and would “call ELEANOR home" 

his actions would be very acceptable. SMITH pointed out that 


= 5e 





Chicago File Noe 100e7T7hh 


he had been accused by Commumists of starting the Detroit | 
race riots and that he had gone to the FBI office and talked 
to MR. BUGAS. SMITH said that investigations conducted in 
conngotion with these riots showed that he did not incite then, 
although he did not state the source of such informatien, 


SMITH related that he had been accused of being anti-Negre and 
Claimed he had never made an utteranes against the rights of 
the Negro people. He said, however, he believed the matter 
should be considered from a practical point ef view, and there 
was certainly nothing wrong with hie being practical about the 
type of man his daughter married. He said each race should 
realize that nature and society demanied that the races recog- 
nize their difference and neither ahovld expect the other te 
meet bim on a social par, SMITH said he was opposed te lette 
ing down the immigration barrier and allowing all nationalities 
come in in any amounts. He advised that some people had accuse 
ed him of objecting to the entrance of Jewish refugees and stated 
that he wished to point out that there were refugees in this 
country from all parts of the world, including China, Japan 
Russia and all European nations, and he was of the opinion that 
the Jewish refugees showld be considered in the same light as 
all refugees. 


SMITH stated that he was a friend to FATHER COUGHLIn/TB" anawer 
to a question “prophesied” that COUGHLIN would return to the 
aire . 


SMITH bitterly G@enounced WINCHELL AND PEARSON and said that he 
was miing WINCHELL for $100,000 for slender because WINCHELL 
had said over the air that SMITH had trampled on the Cambridge 
flag which GEORGE WASHINGTON had fought under before BETSY ROSS 
had made the American flag. He said further that WINCHELL had 
accused him of spitting on this same flag. SMITH said that 
what he really had trampled on was a f similar to the Cam- 
bridge flag which was a combination of flage which a certain 
oo in this eountry today wished to set up as the world flage | 

MITH stated he hed bought a flag from this group for $3.68 and. 
wished to state that he could never support this flag and il- 
lustrated by dropping it to the floor and stamping on it. He 
said it sparen, rd not the Cambridge flag but was, in fact, 
the flag of the intemationalists, a 


SMITE told the audience that bas son was in the United States 
Army and that when he left to go he had told his son to go out 
and give all he hed to fight for the stars and stripes. SMITH 
then stated that he would not care to have his son fight or shed 
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one drop of blood in order to make the opportunity for the 
Internationalists to move the capitol of the United States te 
London er any place in the worlds 


SMITH stated he wished to reveal a secret which he had never. 
revealed to any meeting before. He explained that he had forc- 
ed the Communists in New York City to show their hané as ccn-’ 
trolling the American Labor Party in that state by writing a 
letter to the editor of the/"Deailiy Worker”, which was pubdiished 
4n that paper. SMITH was not clear on how he had forced the 
Comminiats to show their hand, but stated that he had been told 
by one individual that by the use of a 3¢ stamp and a one-page 
letter SMITH had done more for the Republican Party than any 
man in the country. SMITH spent moat of the evening telling 
the audience about the various experiences he had had in other 
cities in being refused places to speake 


He related at rreat length how a meeting in Buffalo was can= 
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celled three different times but was finally held in a meeti 
room at the hotel at which he was registered. He also relate 
that in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania a group of Jews had gotten 
together to endeavor to prevent his holding a meeting but that 
one Jew as the meeting objected to their taking a stand against 
SMITH'S meeting beomuse free speech was involved and consequent- 
ly SMITH was allowed to speak. He further related that while 
pianning a meeting in Cleveland that the mayor of that city for- 
bade him to speak and that he later appeared before a committee 
on the City Council and presented his argument for free speech 
and was permitted to speak in Cleveland by a vote of this Council 
Committee. SMITH related that later on the same issue came up 
in Cleveland and the mayor of Cleveland stated on that occasion 


thet SMITH should be permitted to speak. SMITH then sommented 
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on this by saying, For course, the fact that there was an elect- 
fon the next fail had nothing to do with it.” 


SMITH stated that the mooting was a closed meeting because he 
intended it to be more of an informal gathering with his friends 
ani that a large crowd could not be accommodated. It was nota — 
closed meeting because he, SMITH, had anything to hidé. 


SMITH made a plea for contributions to pay his expenses to Minn- 
eapolis and his hotel bills and stated he would endeavor to have 
the people in Minneapolis pay his expenses on to Des Moines, 

An envelope was passed out containing the title, “America First 
Party" thereon and contained ae a pledge any eum which the in- 
dividual desired to pledge to help scarry on the orgenization 
activities. The envelopes were then collectede 


Teo 
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SMITH also distributed the June, 193 issue of "The Cross 
and the Flag", copies of which were obtained by the agents. 
However, it is believed the Detroit Field Division is in 
possession of this docuwrgent and so will not be forwarded to 
that. office, but one copy will be placed in the files of tus 
Chicago Field Divisione 


SMITH spoke from 8:15 te 10:35 P.M. and the remainder of the 
time up to 11 P.M. was given over to his plea for contributions 
and questions. The questions submitted appeared to be of an 
unintelligent nature such as, “When do you think the war will 
ota "Will Father Coughlin be permitted to return to the 
radie : 


SMITH was very well received by the group and his speech was 
repeatedly supported by the crow! with cheers and applause, 


The notes of the meeting are being retained in the files of 
the Chicago Field Office. | — 

It was noted by the writer that present at this meeting was 
JOSEPH E. McWILLIAMS who came in about 9 PeM. and remained 
etanding at the door throughout the meeting. He took no part 
in the meeting and no mention was made on the platform of his 
presences 
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Sederal Burean of Investigation 
Wnited States Department of Justice 
Washington, B. ¢. 

Detroit, Michigan 
October hy 1943 





Director, FBI 
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Re: GERALD LYMAN cori bam, with aliases 
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in gee ; . cone 
Dear Sir: GAD 


There jis being set forty he rejnafter the substance of ae bh 
tion obtained fro whose identity is known to the f 
Bureau for the per eee te rtener tee September 30, 1943. 

Informant stated that he had received information to the effect 
that Reverend HARVEY,SPRINGER had addressed a meeting at Detroit ’ oar 
on September 28, 1943, and that SPRINGER had also apparently contacted 
Reverend MARION in Pontiac, Michigan on several occasions during the time! e 
he was in Detroit as set forth above. It is being noted that SPRINGER rey 


mained in Detroit for several days subsequent to the time he gave this 
speec ch for SMITH, 


— i a tae eeenr 
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Informant stated further that SMITH was greatly perturbed over’ 
he fact that he h by two women giving the names 
and a SMITH has stated to informan ate : 
1t 18 his belier that these Women had been sent by some Jewish orgentaatich, dey Ce 
probably oe tac B'RITH, in an attempt to trap 

















oa September 30, 1943, Informant advised that SPRINGER was still 277° 
in town and that at that time SPRINGER advised SMITH that he, SPRINGER, was 
scheduled to speak in Colorado on October 14, 15, and 16, but that he would 


attempt to give another talk for SMITH on October 19. ee 
— 
SMITH has also contacted (is That ire te SMITH'S , 
securing the hall in Buffalo, New York on October 27. advised . b 7 





SMITH that he was having some difficulty in obtaining a » and SMITH 
advised him at that time that in the event the city refused to grant permission 
for the use of the auditorium, Benoa make use of the following 


copies DESTOREY INFORMATION CONTAINED (bo 
ga oct 15 HERFIN iS UNCLASSIFIED 38 OCT @ ae ge 
SP xpopt Ny | 
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Letter to the Director Re: GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, with aliases 
dated October 4, 1943 COMMITTEE OF 1,000,000 

INTERNAL SECURITY ~ G 

SEDITION 


Very truly yours, 


oh, L£73u5239,L0 


OHN S. BUGAS, SAC 
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states that S.ITH has been 
“Gonvacting, Numerous officials in an attempt to ( 
point ot to them taat he had no connection with 
tne recent race riots in Detroit. Informant. 
states SiITH requstd Senator ROBERT WEYNOLDS 

to secure a copy of the Dies Comittee report 
relative to Reverend C\ wILLIA.S, who has been B 
criticizing S.JiS in this area. In accordance f ge 
with this request REYNOLDS forwarded to SIT es 


wy. 


ea copy of the Dies Committee report reg-rding p 
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Synopsis of Facts: baD 





WILLIAMS, SITH has maintained rather close * <": 
contact with REYWOLDS and Senator NYe relative ie: 


to future plans, etc, Reverend WINROD has er ee 
advised SITE that a new organization, "The > f coy ae 
istian Civil Liberties League” is about to '% 6 if 


ye launched and was requested the aid of SulTH. F 
SITS has indicated t he intends to start f- 
os Pauit against WALTEA/NINCHALL for alleged libel. : 
NYE has requested SMITH to sign all future : ; 









orrespondence with the name "SALTER" rather than 
SuITI, SGuITH has steted that he is going to i: 
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attempt to nave the Jmerica First Parity pieced on 
the official ballot in the state of Michigan in 

f the next election, SMITH has expressed great 

displeasure with statements wade in the recently 
published book "Undercover" and .as indicated a 
desire for a senatorial investigation of the ‘ook. 
Senator NYE case to Detroit on about August 9th 
for a one day visit with Siltd. Copies of S&.1TE's 
corresponéence obtained fron Informant DE 38 and 
set forth herein. 





os 
REFEAROB: Report of Special scout anode 
July 23, 1943 at Detroit, Michigan, 





DETAILS: AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


| whose identity is known to the Bureau, b7b 
has advised the Detroit Office that & ITH has been 


contacting numerous state officials, the Detroit 
Office of the Federal Burean of Investigation, the Dies Committee and 
other organizations in an attempt to convince the above-named organizations 
that neither he personally ncn his party had anything whatsoever to do 
with the race riots in Detroit. SITs has also made releases to the 
press denying any participation in the race riots. During all this time 
SiITH has stated that it was his opinion that tg/ Oot UNIST PARTY 
was more responsible for the recent race riots in Detroit tnan any other 
organization; oh his naze was brougnt into the race riots by a 
Reverend CLAUDE NVILLIALS, who he alleges is backed by the COiUNIST PARTY. 
SMITH states WILLIAusS has been acting under imstructions from the ; 
COuAUNIST PARTY in an attampt to blacken SuITd's name by advising all 
church people in this vicinity taat he, SuITs, bad an active part in 
the riots. MIT has complained to the various churches tnroughout 
this area that although WILLIA:S clains to de a minister he should not 
rightfully make taat clain inaapuch as he is not recogni zed as a “ 
minister of any church, 0 iw. +a =~. 
Alon; these same lines informant stated that he had 
received information to the effoct that SiITH had contacted Senator 
ROBERT REYNOLDS at which time SHITE requested REYNOIDS to attempt to 
secure a copy of the = Comaittee report concerning the stic 
c of WILL 
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Se cot further that he hed received 
information to the cffc ee was making a definite effort to 
have the America First Barty es on the official ballot in the state 
of Michigan in the next election and that in fact SMITH at a recent ; 


nee e had proposed to his audience that his businces manager, BERNARD 
OMAN be selected as their candidate for mayor. - 


has advised the Detroit Office on 

numerous occasions t was making preparations for the institution 
of a libel suit against WALTER. WISCHELL for alleged libelous statemente 
made by WINCSELL in one of his radio broadcasts, It is being pointed 
Out at this time that SMITE ie complaing of the fact that in one of 
his radio broadcasts WISCcELL is alleged to have made the remark that 
SMITH trampled on the Anerican flag while addressing an audience at 
Buffalo, New York, SITH admits that he trampled upon a flag, but 

that this flag wes definitely not the American flag, but that it was 
rether a flag which he was exhibiting to the audicnce which in his 
opinion was the flag selected by certsin groups within the United 
Ststcs who were favoring the definite unification of the aia ab eates \ 
and Great Britain, 


Informant etated that he nad received information 
to the effect that SMITH had contacted Mre, KNOWLES, one of his ardent 
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foliowers in Detroit, with the suggestion that she, ips. KNOWLES, EDOTBOX 
@ mceting in Detroit and invite Representetive nent, quale iA os Michigan 
to attend that meeting ani that ho, S-iTd, would téka carc of 21] th: 


exXpcns2s. 

Informant relatcd further that on cr about Ayyoet 9, 
1943 SMITH had been in telephonic 2 ontect with the secrctary of | 
United St.tes Senator NYE and at thet time S.ITH requ stcd inforaation 
of > etary relative te the chrvacter and astivitice of on 
who had allegedly been sent to Detroit for the Rel oe a) 
information from S4ITH, SMIIA wee advised by the secretary 
apparently had been O.K.td by Senator NYE, 


Informant etat.d that S:ITH nas deen greatly perturbed 
for the past few weeks over the recently publighed bo Indercover", 
said book having been written by one JOHN ROY/CARLSON. ‘It 1a being 
noted that SMITH is referred to in thie book in e rather “derogatory menner 
and SulTs has indicated a Gesire to bsve the dook made the subject of 
@ senatorial investigatior, Suita hae also indicated to infortant that. ‘ 


this book was being dacked by WALTER WINCECLL, 
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eee stated he had received information b7D 
. to the effect thet Unitca Steties Senator NYE nad been in Detroit either 


on August 9th or 10th, evparently for the purpose of discussing with 
SMITH future plans for tne America First Committce and other political 


theorics with regard to the coming presidential election, 
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CLOSURE 10 THE BUREAU: Envelope containing various releases published 
» by SMITH. ee eee de : 
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UNDEVEL FEY) LDS 
THE BUFFALO FIED OFFICE | 
At Bufrelo, New York, will atvace in rapert form the 


results of the meeting addrvesed by SiITA an Angast 26, 1940 ae requested 
in latter fram the Detroit Field Office tc the Buffalo Field Orfice. 


THe CHICAGO FIELD OFFICE 


At Chicago, Tltinots, will report in rsport form the 
results of the meeting to be addressed by Subject QiI1TH at Chicago, 
Illinois on September 6, 1943. 


THE CLEVELAND FIELD OFFICE 


_ At Cleveland, Onio, will advise in report form the 
results of the meting addressed by SMITH on Angust 19, 1943 at Cleveland, 
Ohio, as requested in letter from the Detroit Field Office. 


AT Toledo, Ohio, wili report in report form the results 
of the meeting to be addressed by SMIT¢ on August 25, 1943 at Hotel 
Secor in Toledo. In connection with this lead it is being noted that 
SMITH had previously set a tentative date for August 20th, but this has 
since been chenged to August 25, 1943, 


THE INDIANAPOLIS FIXLD OFFICE 


as At Indianapolis, Indiana, will report the result of the 
meeting addressed by SMITH at Fort Wayne, on June 1, 1943. 


THE NEW YORK FIELD OFFICE 
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eau letter to the New York Field Office dated June 16, 1943, 
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: THE NEW ORLEANS FIRID OFFICE 






At Lake Charles, lo2siuna, wili contact bie 
and ascertain weether he has any knowledge 


cerown. 






concerning subdjec 


. TEE PITTSBURGH FIELD G@YFICE 





At Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, wiil report the results 
of the meeting addressed by SMITH on August 17, 1943 as requested? in 
letter from the Detroit Fleld Office. | 





THE, DETROIT FIELD 2¥FIGE 

ft Detroit, Michi i111 maintein contact with ho rb: 
Ce report ey informatin ~ 
receiv rom them relative to instant case in report foru. , 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


DATE July 22, 1943 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 


Attached are summary memoranda which you requested 
on the following individuals; 


cone Le a eas : 





bie 


Respectfully, 


De Me Ladd 
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ersonal Histo and Background 


Gerald Lywan Kenneth Saith was born at Pardeesville, Wisconsin, 
in February, 1898. He is better known today as Gerald L. K. Smith, and 
his history reveals that he attended Butler Seminary in Indianapolis, 


‘Indiana, subsequent to which he graduated froa Valparaiso University in 
Indiana, having comomleted his studies in theolovy there. Smith took up 


sae + ane a tn ete ote te il thine eT ME At al www. WH 


his ministerial duties subsequent to Lesving Valparaiso University, and. 
it is known that he has served as a minister in Footville, Wisconsin, and 
also at the Seventh Chrietian Church, Indianapolis, Indiana. 


Saith moved from Indiana to Loulsiana and assuned a ministerial 
post at Shreveport, Louisiana. He became interested in the late Huey Long's 
®ghare the wealth" movement and went so far as to actively and openly 
participate in politics in Louisiana as a follower of Huey Long. The 
publicity which he received from these activities resulted in Smith's dis-— 

 missal during 1934 from his ministerial post. After the death of Huey Lonz, 
Siith continued to identify hiaself with the *Long machine™ but it appears 
that his efforts were unsuccessful and he left Louisiana in 1927, proceeding 
to New York City. He launched there an unsuccessful effort to build up 
*T committee of One Million." Immediately thereafter, in 1933, he moved 
to Letroit, where he has since been located. 


In Detroit, "The Coomittee of One Million” was again organized 
"for the purpose of combatting the menace of Comnuniam." In 1939, Smith 
Tolsonadvocated isolationism and subsequent to the involvement of the United 
E. A. Staite im the present war he has openly criticized the Government's war 
Clegg effort and also directed criticiam at what he describes as the efforts of CLGSU8F 
Coffeyene present Governnent to enslave the Unite ibiies as = etme 
Glavinet International State dominated by Great Br&tain. 
Ladd SPEED ie dai 
Nichole More detailed comments are set forth pibeasnt i gs to cha 
Rovex commettion with Huey Long and his activities as the vd eg tee ni sank! Us eagle 
Treacy “of Ore Million,” but it is of significance to observe that &f ar 7 
*F°°Y-tormring point of Smith's life dates from his association with hee Longe 
Prtor-to that time he was the usual type of sinister rned with pee 
HerPosnetdental to hia calling. However, it seems that hig participation in the 
Hendomshare the Wealth” movement fired his ambition to the ‘extent of self visual- 
McGuilgation of himself as a dominant political figure. Being unsuccessful in 
Mumforbeociating himself with Long's successors, he bas appsrently continued his {/ vi 
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Ss of 1942. This campaign was unsuccessful. 
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dream of political prominence through his efforts in connection with his so- 
ealled "Committee of One Million." The fact that be still evaluates hineelf 

as an individual of at least potential political significance is attested to 

by the fact that he has sometimes described himself in confidential conversations 
as being likely "Presidential timber." In an effort to further augeent his 
‘political background and potentialities, Smith sought nomination as Republican 
candidate for United States Senator from the State of seotanit during the sumer 


Meee 


Saith is seega: lives with his wife, ea has one son, ‘about tweaty 
years of sage. His wife is said to be a distant relative of a Mr. eon 
described as an official of the Ford Motor a aed 


Activities Prior to 1936 


g While serving as pastor at the King's Highway Church, Shreveport, 
Louisiana, Smith becane interested in Huey Long*s "Share the Wealth" plan. He 
eventually met Long and shortly thereafter there developed, according to Snaith's 

description, *a close and fast friendship” between the two. It is definitely 
known that shortly thereafter, and lasting for a period of several years, Suith 
assumed the position of one of Long's chief lieutenants. Although Smithis — 
prone to describe this relationship as a personal one, several persons who were 
close to Long at the time state thst Long had little personal regard for Saith 
and apparently evaluated him as being untrustworthy and dishonest. Phese persons 
atate that Long was merely utilizing Smith's services, and in this connection 

it is known that Long, as well as others associated with him, regarded Smith as 
avery dynamic and powerful public speaker. It appears that Seith was widely 
used by the Long organization in the role of a public speaker for the *Share 
the Fealth® movement. It is said that Saith, at one time, received as much as 
$650.00 per week from the Long organisation as reimbursenent for expenses and as 
salary. 


Information has been received that while associsted with the Long 
movenent Saith joined Williaa Dodley Pelley*s Silver Shirt organization. Nothing 
in the way of documentary evidence is available to prove this sembership, but in 
recent years Snith has, on several occasions, adaitted membership in the Pelley 
movenente He states, however, that he joined Pelley’s organisation aerely for - 
the purpose of securing Ang orastt on ~~ connection with his work od igkkcega of 


ai Longe =... eee | ’ — Eo: : 


we, & me 


= 3h. oa Although during Huey Long's Lfetine Suith was an Sistendins personage 
in the Long machine, he rapidly lost his position after the death of Long. It - 
appears that his services were continued for a short period of time by Long's 
succeesors, but that he eventually was displaced due, allegedly, to his untoward 
efforts to attain personal power. By 1937 any influence which he previously had 
was completely dissipated and it was during that year that he left Louisiana for 
New York. 


~ 3- 


On arriving at New York Saith attempted to organise @ group know | 
. as "The Comittee of One Million.” According to the self announced purposes of 


+. thie organisation its prisary concern was that of combatting the forces of 
 “ Communism. Bowever, Smith's efforts in Hew York met with little succese, and 





_ weportedly he was disheartened to the extent of ceasing bis activities end 
es Tenoving to Detroit, Michigan, early in 1938. | ee ae ee a oT fe 


Toward the end of his stay in eit ani Saith's een secitatl ca. . 
apparently suffered to some extent. On November 3, 1936, he was arrested by the 
New Orleans Police Department on a charge of having disturbed the peace in the 
using of obscene language in a public place. Reportedly, this arrest resulted 
in his receiving a suspended sentence of ten dollars and ten days. 


During 1936 and 1937, Smith was also involved as a plaintiff in | 
several libel and slander cases. These cases were apparently of minor ~«_ 
importance, but the consensus of opinion appears to be that Smith's reputation 

suffered ‘more than did the reputation of those whom he sought to sue. ss: 


Current Activities 


On arriving in Detroit in 1938, Smith almost immediately set out 
to reorganise the defunct "Committee of One Million.* In this connection he 
distributed a considerable amount of literature designating the purposes of 
"The Comittee of One Million”™ as follows: 


ny - 


l. To rebuild the spirit of Anerica. %, 


2. To wipe out the last vestiges of Conant an, Nasion 
and Fascisa in all forms, 


3. The redefinition of the. American Bational character. ae 


he The inetalietion of a new epirit iw daert can youth, 
Medicated to the maintenance of American anetitut tons. 


Be ee a 5. To issue a call to farners and laborers to resist what’ arr 
3 age | 2a now known as an international i pet to Anvolve then, ta ia 
So hs a world revolution. co oe: a Res: 
Low oe Jer: * ae aa & 
_ 6. To rededicate the eltinenry of Meailes to the faatly 
ae altar and to the spirit of the church. | 


7. To secure the maintenance of a well defined standard 
of American living. 
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Other literature of "The Committee of One Million," sought particularly © 
to stress the activities of this organization in combatting Communist influences. 


With the coming of the Rurcpean war in 1939, Smith shifted the policy 
of "The Committee of One Million® to that of promoting the cause of isolationias. 
In warious pieces of literature distributed during 1939, 19,0 and 191, he was 
especially critical of the Government's policy of rendering assistance to the 
allied Governments. 


Since the involvement of the United States in the war, Smith has 
again shifted his policy as well ase that of "The Comittee of One Uillion® te 
the direction of criticism against the Government's efforts in prosecuting 
the war. He has not questioned the necessity of winning the war, but on the 
other hand, in various of his publications, as well as his public utterances, 
has been careful to lay stress on the necessity of the people's aiding and 
assisting in every way in defeating America's foes. 


However, he has advanced contentions that the Government is using 
the war as an excuse for depriving the public of its just liberties. He has 
also freely voiced criticism against what he has been disposed to characterize 
as the Government's effarts to reduce the United States to a mere entity in a 
great International State dominated by Great Britain, 


Smith carries on the work of "The Comittee of One Million" through 
radio broadcasts over Station WR at Detroit, the distribution of literature, 
and through the publication of a monthly magazine known as "Tife-cross and the 
Flag." Although Suith claims that "fhe Committee of One Nillion”™ has 4 following 
“Of three million persons, it appeara that "The Committee of One Million® is really 
not an organisation as guch, ani is merely a name used by Saith. Saith, of course, 
does have a rather large mailing list, and it seems that the persons who receive 
his literature and make occasional financial donations to hia are considered by 
Smith as being mesbers of the Cosmittee. Available information ihdicates that 
Smith's clain of three million followers is grossly exaggerated. 


Early in 1942, Saith eought to establish another organisation known 
es "The Inner Circle.* As suggested by its name, this group was described by 
Smith eg consisting of the more prominent and trustworthy mneabers of "The 
Committee of One Million." He announced the foundation of this group through 
the distribution of literature celling for the donation of additional funds, 
and it appears that its purposes were the sane as those of "The Comittee of 
One Million." According to information received, "The Inner Circle*® ia no more 
of a real organization than "The Committee of One Million” and was conceived 
and used by Smith merely for the purpose of collecting additional money from 
persons on his mailing list. 


During the summer of 194.2, Seith songht the Republican nomination for 
the position of United States Senator from the State of Michigan. He made a 
mmber of speeches and conducted quite an active campaign and in the primary 


-S- 


election received approximately 120,000 votes. Although this was not sufficient 
for nomination, political obs observers. were of the Sara that Saith had made an 
umisually good showing. Ewen after this defeat, Smith contimoed iis candidacy 
in the general election in November, 191.2, when he 2 projected hinself as a write- 
dn candidate. He was badly defeated in the geoeral election, his following being 


s ginee Stee a sateen ore eee . ptt , 
| Late in 192, Saith publicly sanounces the intention ef pratt a 


| tnird political party on a national ecale. Yhe proposed platform for this 





party, as announced, was similar to thst advanced by Saith in comection with 
his work as leader of "The Committee ef One Million® and it is understood that 
Saith hopes to gain support from members ef the noe defunct Bimerice First 
Committee." In recent monthe, Snith has toured the Middle West and has made 

a waxber of speeches in various cities, outlining his plan for a third political 
party. Recently, he has indicated that it may not be necessary to fora this 
party if the Republican and Denocratic weretee eet a real isme®* for the 
194, Presidential Election. 


At various times within recent years it has been reported that certain 
officials at the Ford Motor Company are interested in Snith and have collaborated 
with him to the extent of furnishing him information used in some > of his speeches 
and his publication "The Cross and the Flag .* 


In connection with his various appearances as a public seearne Smith 
has attained the reputation of being a wery effective and forceful speaker. 
Although he is somewhat bombastic, and at times given too freely to overecphasis, 
4t does appear that he is an um-omally good speaker and that he is effective in 
influencing audiences. Some persons have described him as among the foremost 
public speakers of the day. 


It is of interest to note that Saith's publication "The Cross and the 

_ Flag" was nared, along with a number of other publications, in indictments re- 

turned in the District of Columbia on July 21, 1942, and Jamary 4, 1913, 

charging twenty-eight and thirty-four defendants respectively with having n- 
gaged in a conspiracy to violate the Sedition Statutes. These indictments have 
pertinence to the case popularly referred to as "Dnited States ws. Cerald B. 
Winrod, et al." Although Saith’s publication was mentioned in the indictment, 
as being one of a number of publications throughout the country which has con- 
tributed to undermining the loyalty and morale of the Arned Forces, pettner 
Saith nor the publication was nee as a defendant. aie ¢ | 


It has been reported that ; a certain segnent of the public press, 
‘particularly the newspapers PH and the Dally Worker, have recently sought to 


memewews @hea {mnwneel er that Carl 3) be Pe Mine Pian aan nathae allecediy Bea nal ad 


individuals and organizations fomented the recent race riot in Detroit. 
Information at hand, however, fails to show that there are any gromes for this 
allegation. Frm another source Smith is said to have been somewhat concerned 


ae 6a 
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Jur Boys in the Back 


UP, AMERICANS !! 








3 t n 1877, for the purpose of re-uniting the United Srates with 
er British rule. 





_ see that this treasonable act is not committed. It 
¥% | Thomas Jefferson and Abraham Lincoln type of 
ZY out against those who would betray the TRUE 


F -national educators and politicians. 


© oppose “Union Now,” “World Federation” or any similar 
$ are returned. 


“AMERICAN MOTHERS” 
15500 Piedmont Ave., 
Detroit, Michigan | 

CONF 


er at t9 AM. each morning. We have been asked to carry 
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DAILY TRIBUNE: 


WARING BLASTS 
IDEA OF WORLD 
POLICE FORCE 


Urges America to Run 
Its Own Destiny. 





Sag Francieco, Cal, Aug, 16 (Spe 
ciai}.—Roane Waring, national com- 
mander of the American Legion, 
warned the Legion's department of 
California at its annual convention 
today of “some of this talk about 
an international police force.” 

Waring said he was not Interested ' 
in an international police force be- 
cause he did not know “who will! 
command it" or “who will déctde’ 
what that force is golng to fAght 
for and suftain” 

“I am only interested in a ma-| 
tonal defense force,” he asserted, 
“an American army and navy, that 
will Oght for the dictates of our 
American judgment, regardiess of 
what any international court or so- 
clety of people may decide.” 

Opposes Foreign Domination. 

Describing himself as “a nation- 
alist,” not an. “isolationist,” he op 
‘posed “placing the destiny of this: 
America of ours In the hands ot any’ 
international organization ‘of any, 
kind under any circumstances.” He 


;4id not want, he sald, to “let some ~ 


other forelgn group of ee 

decide what America’s policy shall 

be, what America’s Anancial inter 
ests shal! be, whom America =" 

fad supply and support” 

Waring called upon the country 

to “take a definite stand in world, 
offaira” assume its responsibility 
and “stand ready to execute it, bat 
execute it thru the laws of an 
American congress.” 

“It is congress that bas the 
power to declare war, and it alone 
can do it,” he asserted. “Tm not 
willing for ,the British common 
wealth of nations er, soviet Russie, 
or: poor China, or any foreign ne 
tion to sit in any council that says 
when my son or grandson will go 
out to be shot. That tz for America 
to decide, 

Wants Strong America. ; 

“Then let America be big and: 
strong enough, powerful gnough, to 
maaume our place in tha socisty of 
mations. If anything goes wrong 
Jeet stop out da America ané step 


it 
ee ee Slant em cee @ Blatir edd 


epand war. 
sg Congressman Shafer 










































all we have built in another effort 
to make the world safe for democ- 


tisenae who  belteve 
ticipation ts the Euro 
fs Inevitable should 
consideration to the 
robilitation Pian, which 
rorked out and staffed 


racy. 

“Publio opinion polls run heavily 
against American perticipation in 
the war, but this fact is 
not tobe taken seriously. The 
overwhelming majority does not 
want war and hopes that it qili 
mever come. But wars are not 
made by common people: they are 
made by demogogues infesting 
palaces, and thete doemagogues 
‘sell’ thelr wars to the people. It 
ts a relatively simple task. too, be 
cause they talk peace while pre. 
paring the people for war. They 
acquire the monopoly of both pab- 













fer Trade Administration, 
_ Administration, Selec- 
34 Administration and 
e Control Administra- 
_ponsible only to him. 
_Paatic Laws. 
= fyll force of the Mob 
“wh takes effect the citt- 
7 United States will find 
«living in a nation 
~ President fs empower- 
Ex aid all laws: all male 
eee 8 the age of 18 and all 


tion, and they complete the ‘sale’ 
of war before they send the goods 
home. 
Must Face Gambie.. 
“The grave question before this 
uation today is, shall we gamble 


democracy at home on another pa- 
thetic chance of preserving it else 
where! We did not solve Hurope’s 
Problema last time: there is Httle 
ebance of solving them now. 

We can remain out of this con- 
Gict if we only have sense enough 
to keep to ourselves end maintain 
absolute neutrality. But hare we 
Bente enough to do this? Or is it 
to be &nother case of the burnt 
oo finger going beck into the 

? 


“Bhould you disagree with the 
foregoing statements, let me fre 
mind you that our last effort to 
make the world safe for democracy 
resulted in 16 dictatorships replac- 
ing pre-war constitutional govern- 
ments. The next time our own con 
stitational government may be re 
placed. 

“If the prospects for peace look 
dark at the present time, then 
there is all the more reason for re- 


doubling our efforts to remain at 
peace to save our democracy. With 
all its faults democracy is the best 
form of government.” 


: ‘factories will produce 
'-¥ 6 government orders; 
a _ other necessities of 
x... . doned; all wages will 
Riki, ogigential proclama- 
‘dN be deprived of fts 
“3; all business will be 

“1968 Will be taxed up 
-: and profits up to 100 
ivomiee?8OD8l aad real prop 
5 - confiscated and sold; 
~ 7 Sitox laws of economics 
-" 7 "eed, elvil rights sus 
Se presi, Tadlo and 


FF ed 

-‘d many times that 
“juid have us partich 
gr = senseless European 
in Ba have us gambie for 
i. <2 stake in the history 
7. =. The stake ls Amer. 
“ = They ask us to risk 
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OLD MacDONALD RETIRES 

Old MacDonald fae farm— 

AAA. AifOt 

(With a pro rate here 

And a price freeze there; 

Here a quota, there a quota: 

Everywhere a questionsaire. 

Old MacDonald had a farm— 

AAA. Ai! O! 

He had a farm, 

But be had no seed, 

No tractor parts, 

No hands, no feed; 

With a “Don’t plant this” 

And a fine if you dare, 

And a Government blank 

To be filled with care— 

And they alaws want 

At least one spare— 

Here a form, p“ration there, 

And everywhere a questionnaire. 

Old MacDonald had a farm, . 

And the auction is being held at 
two p.m., Sunday, three miles 
out on Highway 59, 

Rain or shine. 7 

ti —dEthel JacoBson 

-—The Saturday Evening Pos 





“AMERICAN MOTHERS” 
15500 “iedmont Ave., 
Detr. , Michigan 


‘. oe | n~ nw 


wus =e . Danaies! 
a ;yorare or or AMERICA ,. -: 
for the grand oia U. S. At . 


You are allied to other countries for of self 
abot rte but ner ried BECOME PART F THEM. 

our sons, your fathers, your lovers are fighting and 
_Gying tor the erjcan Bill of Rights we Sore 
Rusmian bill a zignts. 5 ° or 

y are fighting to preserve an INDIVIDUALISTIC, 

FREE-FOR-ALL democracy, not a slaye-state collectivist 
democracy a la Russia, 


We are fighting for a government of laws, not tor the 
importation here of the Old“ World bureaucratic system, 
now gradually squeezing the life out of our liberties, under 
the mask of patriotic necessity. | : 

> . e@ -< ; 
JAKE up! Back to the U.S. A. On with the war to 
the last penny... . 
, But only for the preservation of our OLD U.S. A.... 
___ NOP fo illkie's or Wallace's world-at-large. 


“— "Snap out of tt, you Yankee Doodle Dandies! 


Before the iron-collar of international commufasciam 
{a enapped on your necks! ae 








Boys Let Out of Army 
WELLINGTON, ‘N, Z—Youths of 
18 and 19 have been released fron 
full-time service in New Zealsad': 
army, navy and alr forces to resihme 
their studies or apprenticeships ot 
‘ guasrtene thelr chosen vocations 


aa ‘Detroit News 
A ug-8-1943 
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Repri nt from Batt}: 


DICTATOR SURE 
IF WAR COMES, 
AVERS SHAFER # 


Tells Lions Industrial Mobize~ 
lization Plan Already —-.. 
Drawn. \ = 


Legislation placing the United @ . 
States under a dictatorship should fe: 
we hecome involved in the Euro )" 
Pean war has already been written } a 
and is ready for passage by Con = « 
gresa the moment the “emergency 5. 
arrives, Copgresaman Paul W. Shey - 
fer told the members of the Lions - 
club at their weekly luncheon this, | 
noon at the Hart hotel. % 

Such legislation, if adopted, Con- - 
Zresaman Shafer contended, wil * —- 
mean the end of freedom tm this —_. 
Nation, at least for many years to : 
coms, Few pecple, he pointed ont, 
are aware that thia ilegtslation, © 
knows as the “Industrial Mobilise - — 
tion Plas,” exists, adding that It is © 
the nfdst astounding docament ever ta 
prepared in a democracy. Satanio | 
ally and brutally, be sald, it abo ~~.“ 
ishes the Constitution itself andj “>. 
takes from the American people aff [:°-": 
of thelr rights, investing them ie 
the Preaident and whoever he de 
sires to designate. 

Must Keep Head. 

Because those who have prepar- 
ed thig legislation contend that a 
dictatorship is necessary if weare 
to emerge victorious from wear, 

















Congressman Shafer eald, it be 
booves every American citizen to 
keep tia head clear and .4te feet 
on the ground In this grave period, 
and guard against the efforts which 
Will be made-to arouse tho citizens 
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August 22, 1943 DETROIT SUNDAY TIMES 


Snap Out of It, You. 


Yankee Doodle Dandies tw 


By BENJAMIN DE CASSERES 
&70U are being doped with too much Russia... 

Too much China... . 

Too much Gazook, Gazeh and Gazan. 

Snap out of it, you Yankee Doodle Dandies! 

' Let us have continuous country-wide PRO-AMERI- 
CAN meetings. 

Let’s have more 100 per cent American talks over 
the radio. — 

Let’s have more PRO-AMERICAN books. 

Let’s break the power of the internationalists, the 
aneak-Reds at Washington and the free-milk-for-Afghan- 
latan galoots. ; 

Let us proclaim our AMERICANISM and ALL that 
tetands for, 

_ Snap out of w, you Yankee Doodle Dandtes! 
: @ s. oe. ; 
ON'T be ashamed of the way you came up. 

Proclaim this from an Independence Hall in every 
town and city in the country— — 

_ “We came up the FREE ENTERPRISE way. 
‘ “We came up the CAPITALISTIC way. 

“We came up the UNSECURED way, 

“We came up the ANTI-RUSSIAN, the ANTI-CHI- 
NESE, the ANTI-GERMAN way.” 

Announce “no peace but an AMERICAN-WAY 

Snap out of it, you Yankee Doodle Dandies! 

Lay ft on the line for everything we’ve stood for, 

Cheer for the 1789-to-1933 Old Deal. 

Quit hemming and hawing and hurriedly swallowing 

ur spittle when some alien-minded gumshoe hisseg 
capitalist!” at you. 

Yes, we are all capitalists—all of us who have a 


surplus of $10 in the bank or in our pocket or who have © 
investments in land or railroad shares or who have an: 


insurance policy in the drawer. 
e eo e 
ES, we ARE capitalists! 

We believe in the American capitalistic sysvem. __ 

And war on all Communists, world-planners, Fascists, 
Nazists, socialistic New Dealers and advocates of any kind 
of thumb-print government. | 

" Snap out of it, you Yankee Doodle Dandies! 
| Rotten old Europe and enslaved, undrained Asia seek 
to stick you head-first in their postwar political and eco- 
nomic latrines. 

They call it by all sorts of sucker-bailt names... 
“world-state,” “international council,” “world-policing” 
¢». but these are only the encircling rosebushes that hide 
the latrines. 


Up and at them—by radio, articles, meetings and the 


ballot. \ sane 

They would sell out your national sovereignty for a 
‘mess of international witches’ hell-broth. 
They. would put you in hock for life through skin- 


‘peeling taxes in order that people for whom you don’t SON 


rat 


a flea's belch shall be “put on their feet”... the b 
to kick your Uncle Sam in the pants. 
Snap out of it, vou Yankee Doodle, Domdigs! 


Sat meeinieiameenaed 
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Our Fighting Men D 
F 


Let the Soldiers Dec§ 
L 


if 


The Cecil Rhodes fund & 


Great Britain and bringir. 


One of the means Cecil 
Scholarships for selected : 


Clarence Streit was one o 


Mr. Streit proposes that 
must be done while the 1 


It is up to every rea! 
is time for the Georg: 
Americans to break s 


defenders of this nati 


We believe in constructiv 
ICAL ALLIANCES. 


Let’s not sacrifice An 


Write your Senators and 


Don't forget to k: 
on this proer 
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” REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE niet cine 
Y SAINT PAUL, MINNESOTA 1/1/43 9/10/43 


CHARACTER OF CAGE 


SECURITY MATTER; 
SEDITION 


WHE © 
G D LYMAN KENNETH SMITH 
THE” COMMITTEE OF ONE WILLION 


| SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Speech made by SMITH 9/10 Jet at Mpls. covered 
much the same general ma‘ter as previous 
speeches reported by this office. He eulogized 
the late Senator LUNDEEN of Minne and attacked 
Congressman GALE and Senator BALL of Minn. re- 


bm, ferring to them as being "alien minded” and 
ele eS “parlor pinks", He stated Washington was filled 
of with Communists and "smelly politicians". He 
at? accused ROOSEVELT of looting the treasury to 
~ buy votes and bitterly denounced Communism and 
all those favcring Internationalism in world 
politics. . : 
~ RUC « 
REFERENCE: Letter from the Detroit Field Division dated 


September 4, 1913. 






DETAILS: AT MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESCTA DE PDING 
oe SMITH spoke on September 10, 1913, at the Nicol e: otel, . 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, to a closed meeting, admission being gained only through 
invitation. Approximately 500 people attended this meeting and many-odthers 
Were turned away Gecause of the lack of seating space and standing roome The 
meeting was sponsdted by Mrs. ERNESTMUNDEEN, widow of the late Senator LUNDEEN 
of Minnesota. SMITH, in introducing MPs. LUNDEEN, eubdgized the late Senator 
LUNDEEN and ‘the position he stood for in regard to foreign policy. He also 
bitterly dendunced Sonmentators WALTER WINCHELL ‘and RAYMOND CLAPPER and their 

2 attacks on Senator LUNDEEN and branded them as traitors to the United States. 

; He also discussed the ei Party in’ ‘Minnesota an& stated that the party 

had Paiesvaltei 7 £2 iow ons, » headed by Senator LUNDEEN, and the oth¢r 


‘ pamees YD BAe 





COPIES OF THIS REPORT 
5=Bureau 
4—=Detroit 


4-Ste Paul 





St. Paul File a 


Connvni etic in nature. and controlled by eenaar Governor B SONe | 






At the conclusion of SMITH's introduction Mrs. LUNDEEN, oke for approximgtely 

one hour during which time she bitterly denounced DR EARSON and WALTERF}WIi CHELL 
and also the myth “of Internationalism™. She spoke in favor of the IsolAtionists 
point of view and criticized the administration for conducting the recent secret 
Food Conference at which conference she alleged the United States agreed to feed 
the rest of the world during this war and after this war at the expense of the 
citizens of the United States. She also condemned proposed legislation intro- 
duced by Senator BALL of Minnesota to police the world after this war. During 

her speech Mrs. LUNDEEN quoted GEORGE W.SHINGTON and other great Americans in 
regara to their warnings to avoid entangling alliances abroade 


SMITH spoke for approximately one and one~half hours during which time he cone 
demned the preachers of the United States and politicians who avoided the use 
of the word CHRIST in prayer and in Congress out of deference to that ten per 
cent of our population who are not followers of CHRIST. He discussed at some 
length the program of the America First Party and the steps that had been taken 
to present its basic policies to both the Democrats and Republican Parties. He 


wmalayrwad +n the Rhasir eanliriag Af tha samarinan First as hainegs f1\ wine out Cam 
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munism in the Ufited States, (2) Abolish the Washington Bureaucracies, and 

(3) Adopt the Igolutionist point of view in regard to post war policy. He 
stated thet th¢>ymerica First Group with its a&ssured one million votes could swing 
& presidential election from Republican to Democrat or visa versa and therefore 
he felt that the Party would receive consideration from both of the main line 
parties. He stated further that th erica First Movement is “tired of being 
kicked around” and in the event that peither of the main line parties adopt the 
poliotes of the America First Group the Amerioa First movement will nominate its 
own candidate for president in the next election. SMITH discussed the history 
of the America First movement to some length and the difficulty experienced by 
him in renting speaking places in Cleveland, Ohio, Buffalo, New York, and other 
cities. In this regard he acoused the Jowi sh element of attempting to stop 

him from speaking in Cleveland, Ohio. 






SMITH harangued Congressman GALE and Senator BALL of Minnesota for their Inter- 
nationalism stand on post war polioies and referred to them as being “parlor 
pinks" and as being "alien minded”. In that regard he stated that he was going 
to issue challenges to Senator BALL and Congressman oe to meet him in cebate 
on the Subject of internationalism. - | 
SMITH stated that there were too many Communists and “smelly politicians® in 
Washington and condemned President R°OSEVELT for “looting the Treasury to buy 
votes". He accused ROOSEVELT of lacking principal even that of a politician 

and as an example stated that ROOSEVELT fired SUMNER WELLS and “kicked HENRY WALL- 
ACE in the pants" who were long his staunch supporter, in an effort to in some 
measure pacify and regain favor with the steadily increasing number of persons 

in the United States who are becoming disgusted with the attitude of the Adminis- 
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SMITH referred to WENDELL WILLKIE as a Republican who had turned out to bé a 
New peter and was a disprace to the Republican Partys 
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SMITH bitterly denounced Communism and the attempts of Communists to organize 
* the negro people in the United States. GMITH also stated that his son who is 
serving in the U. &. Army end who had had six years military training previous 
to his Almy service was turned down for Officers Candidate School through the 
efforts of ‘his, SNITHER's, poeuaeee stand on past war policy. 


SUITE defied anyone to question his patriotian and stated that every red blooded 
American should doe his utmost to mete win the war by fighting, working and buy- 
ing bonds to hie utmost. 


At the close of the meeting SMITH discussed the financial status of the America 
First movement and then took up a collection. He mentioned that attacks hac been 
made on his integrity in regard to the acts of the party and stated that anyone 
who questioned his integrity in this regard could talk to the Internal Revenue 
Department at Detroit inasmuch as they had informed him after examining his books 
that he was the most selfless man that they had encountered. SNITH also stated 


that he had been investigation by the FBI and mayne res that he had been found 
all right. « 


The meeting closed with the pledge of allegiance to the flage 


On September 22, 1943, the report of Internal Security Divigion 
Minneapolis Police Department, pertaining to investigation conducted by 


bie 






as to the above meeting and subsequent to the meeting, was received by t 
fice. 


Ser mee at 





” Army Piret meeting were made by telephone, the first call having been made by i 
Mrs. ERNEsT LUNDEEN who stated that the meeting was to be non political. The 

report reflects that Mrs. LUNDEEN also stated that a Cappain SOUTHERD was to con- 

duct the meeting and no mention was made of GERALD L. Ke’SMITHe It is noted — j 

that no such person spoke at the moetane: nor Was mentioned in connection with 

the PrOErans ss ede 


‘ 
a. 





The above report further ‘reflects no stated that. during the a 
week of August a tough looking man contacted her ae to sant the hall for. 






a meeting to be conducted on September 7, 19430; further advised that 77 
this person told her the meeting was to be non po seting of the Son- 
stitution Forever” group and showed her a proof copy of a Los Angdies paper wi h 
GERALD &. K. SMITH's picture on ce. a 8 that she refused to rent 
‘the hall to this individual. geet a 


GD « 2port further reflected that a: the Nicollet 
Hotel, had been contacted who advised thet on nieht of the meeting he hw 


occasion to walk throuzh the mezzanine floor adjoining the East Room where the 


meeting was held and observed that there were several arguments going on between 
members attending the SIMIT 


meetine and some people who were attending a C10 
mceting on the same fi0or. A = that the CIO people culied some of 
the America First women "Fascis and the America Firsters answered them back. ; 
Ke stated, however, that no serious trouble was started. 
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ae aa es tor, FBI. DATE__»45/zz-_BY - f 
RE: ALD L. K. SMITH U-. 
nhs NZOMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION 
SEDITION . 
Bureau File No. 100-215285 | [th t von 
Dear Sir: 


Reference is made to your letter dated Septamber 18, 1943, 
transmitting photographic copies of a leaflet written in the Italian 
language headed Y"ITALIANI !", and requesting this office to contact the 

non-sectarian Anti-Nasi League for any information in its possession a 
tending to show that the leaflet has been distributed by GERALD L. K. 
SMITH or Other persons in his behalf. j 


The following information was furnished to Special Agent be = ' 
ee vy of the Non~sectarian Anti-Nazi po - 
ague: a, 


A The leaflet in question was prepared and distributed by 
MARIO \BUZZI, also known as MARIO:BUZZE, a representative of the league 
with the knowledge and approval of that orgenization. The purpose of th 
leaflet was to promote BUZZI in SMITH's estimation and secure his confie 
dence in order that BUZZI could obtain evidence against SMITH. _ 














Italian Fascist organization, which is now defunct. could not name ‘fz 
the organization, but indicated that it might be iden with the name on bIc a 


the reverse side of the Leaflet("ITALIANI SVROLIATEVI", and that it was an jo. 4 
offshoot from the i SONS OF ITALY". ‘ = 


BUZZI at one time was editor of the ae of an Sp. > 


Some months ago the league decided to use BUZZI, posing as 
an ardent Fascist in an attempt to ascertain the sources of SMITH's financial . 
backing. The plan was for BUZZI to ingratiate himself upon SMITH and gain™ © 
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Letter to Director 
NY 100-19707 October 8, 1943 


his confidence, in the hope that SMITH would delegate to him the job of organ- 
ising the support for the "AMERICA FIRST PARTY" among the Italians. 

BUZZI succeeded in obtaining letters of introduction to SMITH | 
from a senator and &@ representative, both of whom are prominent isolationists. | 
He then went to Detroit where he met SMITH, was well received and according 
to his reports was making progress. About this time the book "Under Cover", 
by John Roy Carlson, alias George Pagnanelli was published. This book dis- 
closed how the author, posing as an Italian, joined a number of alleged 
Fascist organizations for the purpose of exposing them. The result was that 
SMITH immediately became suspicious of all Itelians and BUZZI noticed SMITH's 
change in attitude toward him. It was decided that BUZZI should leave Detroit 


and he thereupon developed an iliness which necessitated his departure for 
Florida. 





It was at this point that the leaflet idea was adopted. It 
hoped that this leaflet would establish RUZZI's reputation as a Fascist 


—— 


ME nil any suspicions which SMITH may have entertained concerning him, 
Wot more than 50 leaflets were published, and copies were sent to SMITH by 


BUZZI and also directed to pers to be sympathetic who d probabl 
$ ould name onl 


f recelved b7 i» 
cae 


1mmoaed to have notified reprasantatives 
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ao \ 
Intelligence in advance that the leaflet was to | 
be distributed. impression that a copy had been given to 

the Military Intelligen at Fort Myers, Florida, and also to the 

Bureau Agent. He stated that the contents of the leaflet had been carefully 


checked by his office, and it was felt that it contained no objectionable baw 





material. 
b7 0 
In reference to the letters of ction to SMITH, which | 
BUZZI obtained from the Mambsre of Congress, advised thet he fumished 


BMY L159 LULU 
photostatic copies of these letters to Represen ve JO K, Majority 
Leader of the House of Representatives, and he refused to the authors 


until he had conferred with Mre McCORMACK. 





Bs 


Letter to Director 
NY 100-19707 October 8, 1943 


Unless advised to the contrary, no further inquiry will be 
made concerning the above matter by the New York Field Division, 


Very truly yours, 


EL: 
EAE. 


CONROY 
Sac 


cc: (1) File No. 100-1523] 
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Senator NYE relative 
Reverend 
/ advised SMITH that a new organization, "The 


yistian’Civil Liberties League," is about to 


pondencs with the name“"VALKER" 


SMITH has expressed gre 
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statements made in the recently published 
bookX"indercover" and has indicated a desire 
for a senatorial investigation of the book. 
Senator NYE came to Detroit on about August 9th 
for a one day visit with SMITH. 


) sree 
a (62-43818) Report of Special agent [ny b7— 


dated July 23, 1943, at Détroit, Michigan. 





se DETHILS: at Detroit, Hichigan 


i whose identity is known to the 1470 
Bureau, has advised the Detroit Office that SMITH has been ~ 
contacting numerous state officials, the Detroit Office of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Dies Committee and other organizations 
in an attempt to convince the abave-named organizations that neither he personally 
nor his party had anything whatsoever ta da with the race riots in Detroit. 





SHITH has also made releases to the press denying any participation in the race 
riots. During all this time SMITH has stated that it pas his opinion that the 

COMMUNIST PaRTY was more responsible for the regentsrace riots in Detroit than 

any other organization; that his name was brought into the race riots by a 


Reverend CLAUDEr"ILLInHS, who he alleges is backed by the COMMUNIST FARTY. 
SMITH states SILLIakS has been acting under instructions from the COMMUNIST 


e PaRTY in an attempt to blacken S‘ITH's name by advising all chureh people in 
this vicinity that he, SMITH, had an active part in the riets. SIITH has com 
plained to the veriaus churches throughsut this area that although JILLIAMS 
claims to be a minister he should not rightfully make that claim inasmuch as 
he is not recognized as a minister of any church. 









interesting to note that 
advised the Detroit Office 







The memorandum is not being set forth in’ 
this report but a copy of it is being maintained in the Detroit file relative 
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a stated further that he had received 
information to the effec at SMITH was making a definite effort to have 


the America First Party placed on the official ballot in the state,of 
Wichigan in the ner} election and that in fact SMITH at a recent eting 
had proposed to h. f audience that his business manager, BERNARDY OMAN, b70 


‘ 


be selected as their candidate for mayor. 


Saas has advised the Detroit Office on numerous 
oecasions that SKITH was making preparations for the institution of a libel 
suit against “‘JALTER ‘MINCHELL for alleged libelous statements made by 
“FINCHELL in one of his radio broadcasts. It is being pointed out at this 
time that SHITH is complaining of the fact that in one of his radio broad~ 
casts "IINCHELL is alleged to have made the remark that Si:ITH trampled on 
the American flag while eddressing an audience at Buffalo, New York. SPITH 
admits that he trampled upon a flag, but that this flag was definitely not 
the American flag, but that it was rather a flag which he was exhibiting to 
the audience which in his opinion was the flag selected by certain groups 
within the United States who were favoring the definite unification of the 


United States and Great Britain. 


Informant stated that he had received information to the 
effect that SMITH had contacted :’rs. KNOJLES, one of his ardent followers in 
Detroit, with the suggestion that she, Mrs;“KNOJLES, sponsor a meeting in 
Detroit and invite Representative CLARB“HOFFYAN of Kichigan to attend that 
meeting and that he, SKITH, would take ‘care of all the expenses. 


Informant related further that on or about August 9, 1943, 
SMITH had been in telephonic contact with the secretary of United States 
Senator NYE and at that time SMITH requested informabien-ef—the secretary 
relative to the character and activities of one“JOHN M.AMENSHA’, ‘who had 
allegedly been sent to Detroit for the purpose df secdring-infdrmation from 
SMITE. SMITH was advised by the secretary that HENSHaT apparently had been 


O.K.'d by Senator NYE. 


Informant stated that SMITH has been greatly perturbed for 
the past few weeks over the recently published book "Undercover", said book 
having been written by one JOHN ROY/T:RLSON, It is being noted that S)ITH 
is referred to in this book in a rather derogatory manner 2nd S!ITH has 
indicated a desire to have the book made the subject of a senatorial investiga-~- 
tion, SMITH has also indicated to Informant that this book was being baeked 


by ALTER WINCHELL> 


[ies stated he had received information to the oe a yh 
effect that United States Senator NYE had been in Detroit either on August $72" 
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or 10th, apparently for the purpese of discussing with SYITH future plans 
for thé4imerica First Committee and other political theories with regard to 
the coming presidential election. - ' 


| b 
rh 





advised that under date of September 20, 


1943, SMITH was Sy waamsaae women who were then staying at t ' 
adi i &i_ women's names bei nc Si 
e women had tried to 
at the Hotel Statler in Detroit. SMITH con- 
tacted these women at the Hotel, accompanied by his wife, and at that time poe 












conduct an interview wi 


SMITH became violently enraged inasmuch as he claimed they had exhibited a 
letter to him from the German Board of Commerce. Along these same lines 






oH. * SHITH co assistant Special agent in Charge ROBERT T. ROSS and Special 
cos Agent at the Detroit Office. and related his experience with io 
Be these » advising the above two individuals that in his opinion these b? 


women were definitely spies for the German Government. 


; It is being noted further on these same lines that SMITH . 
contacted one of his informants and at that time this informant advised hi 
that in his opinion these two individuals were femzle operators for the “nti- 
Defamation League of the B'NaiBrith. SMITH's informant further alleged it was 
quite possible that these individuals were connected with theFriends of 











Democracy", headed BDY™BIRKHEAD. SMITH has expressed the opinion to 
that these individusls unquestionably were female \ ay) DR 
po opeératorg an rying to entrap him into making some statement in favor 
ee of the German Government but that he had eluded the trap. 
ie a ed whose identity is known to the Bureau, | 
BeOS has advised that actually in town on about August 9th or LlOth and 


at that time NYE stated that he did not desire to register in any local hotel; 


—_ that in fact NYE had only been in Detroit one day, leaving Detroit by plane $20 
- ~ on the evening of the day of his arrival, . 


a a ; . There is being set forth hereinafter the substance of / : 
» 4 information received Crom ree whose identity is 
a oe known to the Bureau: 


' " 
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Various pamphlets and literature obtained by agents at the 
time of the above meeting were also forwarded to the Detroit Office and are 
being retained in the Detroit file on instant case. 





° ENCLOSURE: TO THE BUREAU: 


Envelope containing various releases published by SMITH. 





~PENDING-='° 
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- UNDEVELOFED LEADS - 


CHICAGO FIELD DIVISION: 


at CKIC.GO, ILLINOIS, ‘fill report in report form the 
results of the meeting to be addressed by Subject SMITH at Chicago, Illinois, 
on September 8, 1943. 





CLEVEL.ND FIELD DIVISION: 


at CLEVELAND, OHIO, Will advise in report form the results 
of the meeting addressed by SMITH on august 19, 1943, at Cleveland, Ohio, as 
requested in letter from the Detroit Field Office. 


Shot At TOLEDO, OKIO, Will report in report form the results 
of the meeting addressed by SHITE on august 25, 1943, et hotel Secor in Toledo. 
in connection with this lead it is being noted that SMITH had previously set. 
ven a tentative date for .ugust 20th, but this was changed to dugust 25 » 1943. 


NEV YOR: FIFLD DIVISION: 





“Till interview 








€S concerning GER«ALD L. K. SITH. pre 
( t In connection with the Bureau!s request, efforts should be 

| made to locate and interview and 
Investigation should be conducted along the lines suggested in Bureau tLe 
the New York Field Office dated June 16, 1943. ; 


er to 


BET ORLESNS FIELD DIVISION: 





At LaxE CH:RLES, LOUISIANA, ‘fill contact bye 
925th sir Base Security Unit, and ascertain whether he has any knowledge 


concerning Subject and his background. 


FITTSBURGH FIELD DIVISION: 
| At PITTSBURGH, PEMNSYLVANI:, “ill report the results of the 


meeting addressed by SMITH on august 17, 1943, a8 re wested in letter from the 
Detroit Field Office. 
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es Gs = report any information received 
rom them relative to instant case in rero 
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HERE iNCUSED 


4 LOISTP eo r 
Re: CURAID L. £. SIT, with aliases 


TI. CQIITIES OF OE MTLLTON 
INTURUAL SLOURT - G 
SEDITION 





Dear Str: 


feronce 1a made to the rerort Prepared in this case by Special Accnt 
Guay «: Detroit, lichi-an, on October 1, 19136 b7e 
ce ‘ae From the 4n‘ormat! on appearing in the report it arpears that it 
ee perports to be a revision of Special Arent rerart dated Sentcmber 35 bre 
Negi - 1943, in camplfance wit instructims sect nin the Bureau's letter of 
= Reg ssiaes 18 last, let dn referring to t ation furniszed you 
mt A324 
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Speci al 


latest renoyt 
in question, 









For exanple, the conclucine n 
@ Pemorandum entitled 





of the renort mentior, 
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Three copies of reforence re ort are being returned herewith. These 
co;ies as woll an ell othe copics of 4nstant rrrort miould be rewritten as 
instructed = id the attached copica siovld be returned to the Surrau ag soon as 
possitles further, I want to etress my desire that t.4a procedure be folloved 
rather than that followed in connection with refcronce report, tat is the 
preparation of an entircly new report. — 


I will exrect that the corrected. versions of the attacied tiree copes 
will be returned to the Dureau no later than lovyanber 1, While 


Very truly yours, 


/ yr? 
doha Edpar loover 
Director | hay 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Wnited States Department of Justice 


Detroit, Michigan fe. 
October 15 = 1943 


Tihs apres ; 
Director, FBI | 
Re: G LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, with aliases 
THE“COMMITIEE OF 1,000,000; | 
j INTERNAL SECURITY ~ G 


/) ne | SEDITION | 


Dear Sir; eee, 


. There be set forth below the substance of information ye 
obtained from} , whose identity is known to th 
Bureau, during the period from September 30 to October 11, 1943: 


Informant advised that »whder date of October 4, 1943, SMITH 
communicated with a (phonetic) of a Detroit Baptist 9. 
Church, at which time advise e doctor he had heard his sermon D 


the day before and was very much impressed with it; that it was the type 
| of sermon which the Ford Motor Company would be interested in; and along 
% these lines SMITH suggested he would like to introduce him to Mr. FORD 
pace or Mr. FORD'S Secretary, Informant stated that he was under 
AT a the impression that arrangements were made at that time for SMITH to 
take out to the Ford Motor Company for the purpose of intro- 
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EC Informant stated he had received information to the effect that 

ee a SMITH had m a remark to Mr. GARTNER of the Daily News to the effect 

oe that a °° Detroit, Michigan, who was recently discharged fron 

, the ates Army, had never actually contributed anyth to the pe 
SMITH cause. SMITH stated that there was a possibility that might 

¢ have subscribed to his magazine, but dher than that he did no 
| me thing concerning (aaa | ye 





Informant stated that he had received information + 
that under date of October 8, 1943, SMITH had been contacted by a 
, & reporter from New. York City, who stated he was represent 


ost, and at that time the reporfer questioned SMITH relative to an [.9-~ 
alleged meeting had with ‘eae (phonetic) at the Murray Hill 
Hotel in New York City in eged meeting was supposed to HK 
have taken place concerning the Louisiana slot machine business. SMITH 


stated that he had, no comment to make relative to this meeting but 
aS -35 
go> a € \ 2; 
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(Letter to the Director Re: GnALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, was. 
Dated October 15, 1943) THE COMMLITks OF 1,000,000; 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G; SEDITION 


that if the reporter came to Detroit he would grant him an interview. 





ee The Informant stated that he had received no other information 
a of value during this particular period. 


“ — ; 
Very truly youre, 


) 
NS. BUGAS, SAC ) 
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REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR | 
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TITLE ”) CHARACTER OF CAGE 

ia oe LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, with aliases; INTERNAL SECURITY — G@ 

LJ COMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION SEDITION 





SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


He said that SMITE was in constant touch with a 
man from the office of the German Consulate in HYC whose 
name he did mot recall, He seid that he had been requested p? 












by a woman, whose identity he aid not know, to arrange a Vp 
a. ae contact between subject and and he é@id not know b 
ae ee if that meeting had eventually been consummated, He declared 
vag a that SMITH hed expressed approval of HITLER many 
Sen, : said that subject was in frequent contact with 


a@leo in touch with 
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Bureau file $62~43818; 


\ 4 Report of Special 4c: SD = at noe terete 
and dated May Sl, 1943, nS ae ee ust ee = sipiHog 


DETAILS: At HEMPSTEAD, Naseem County, L, 1,, N, Y., 
On Angust 21, 1943 the writer interviewed 
_™ resides at " 


made at , 
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Deleted under exemption(s) SE A Mrceel ea a 
material available for release to you. 
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Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
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a furnish information concerning subject becaus 


had not deen treated right by subject, He also advised that he would ro) 
aecertain the identity of the woman from Bayside, L, I,, who had requested 

hin to arrange for the contagt between subject = also | 7 
stated that subject had made §1,300,00 back n connection he y 


had filed a statement with his attorneys 


It was indicated, during the interview, tha was concerned 


with his previous ections with subject; did not wi e connection to 
be known to the where he ie presently 
employed, and the $1,300,00 back salary would seem to indicate a greater 


connection with“eubject than two months, as mentioned 
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the luncheo eels to Snith's suite at which time they 
found Srith Im, that for a siort period of time, perhaps five or ten 
mimtes, he and conversed relative to general matters, wishing one another 
well, and expressing mtual desires to again see one anotier some tine in the 


future. 


Ln Ae that in so far as he can.now recall he dic not thereafter 

gee either onith or gain. He asserted that neither he nor his orca ization 
was associated with and stated that their relationship was only as 

extensive as that described above. concernn: A oa'ec that he believed 
that previous to the meetinc he had ret th's incivicual on four or five occasions 
perhaps at picnics, gatherings, or at similar functions. 





Yoa will note that statenents in so far as his observations 
as to the lunchcen at the Pennsyivania Hotel and the arnarent ci sacreenert 
then existert b fwec anc Seith or cther persons in the orgaization coincide 

























with statere eseribed in reports heretofore submitted in this matter 
by the fe rk office. ee assertion that an frequently 
eonferred anc that therea owers rerorted to m concerning the conferences, 


is, of course, not substantiated, accordinz to version of the situation. 

In connection with your further investiration of this matter it is 
desired that you intensify yocr endeavors to locate both and 
and tncreafter interview them relative to the information set forth in 
report, particularly as to Smith's possible associations wit or the Ger 
Averican Bun’. It is believec taat tie inforn:tion set forth e snould be 
of assistayce in conducting tiesc 1 tervicrs. 














. The comments included herein as to eing in nashington at this 
time anc being interviewed by the Criminal [4¥iston and the Bureau wit: reference 
to this particular case, are for your. confide-tial information and should not be 
revealed to outside sources. However, in the next report submitted in thia 

case by the fetroit office the substance of the information supplied va 
should be appropristely sum: arized, 
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Poa:, Bocas Se 


e ‘o Date: October IS, 1913 ° ALL INFORMAT IN CONTAINED 
22 - fo: SAC, New York | HEREN e ciuane StcHED 


_— we | Bie ~ 


ae — DATE_ eA fee- Berean 


/ Fron: J. rdgar Hoover - lipctor, Feceral Bureau of Investiration 


oe Subject: onyx! L. ke SVITH 
pes Toe eo TMT. Or O8T KILLION 
, ole Ty = Paes - G 
- STDITIGY 
% 
A Reference is made to the report subr: tted in this case by Special Acent 
a oe t New Yor City on Septerer 1 19:3, wherein leads are set pre 
i eee cos icteric: a: | 






o” the Gerztan-Amcricin Bund, has recentir becn 
brouv it to Vashineton by the Criminal Division of the Leoarteent waere he is beirg 
interviewed by rcpresontitives of tie Criminal Division in connecti onwyith his = 
.. .. MMorledce of the activities of certain of the defendants involved dn Goc sedition 


48, @ace, "United States vs. Geralc B, tinrod, et al," . a: pending tgp the I sirict . 







‘of Colurbia. Unorins the ccurse of these interyiers ade rference to his 

Me pees kncvlodce of Cerald L. Ke Sréth and as a result was toercaftcr intervicged by a 
paae.  orepresentative cf the Burcav relative to invormation $n his possession neerning 

wae’ <"  «6the activities of the instait subjeat., .For your informat’on the datz ue by { 
a ie set forth in the following paragraphs. 3 = ~ pit? 
C er = 2 as 

Nuss e 

’ Der 24/4 nsec that sornetime during the latter part of 1937 or the early : 
ae 6 2 : cormunicated with hiz: arranging for a conference to be held 
2620. at the Fennsylvanta Hotel in New York City. accertcd 


































| ny a ng to his staterent, whe he arrived at the hotel, Smith was not 
yi.’ present. Several rinutes of conversation ensued between and during 
: “a whieh the latter sougut to describe sere type of interna asension or 
wees. ' , cisacreenent within Smith's crcaniea' on. ND va not clear as to detailed - 
oe.  infornat: regand_but gtated he was given the inpression b; ee 
r fe the latte €0 exort his trfluence and prestige wi 9G 
Sra a -..¥ eppardntly i hecording “to he assumed a noncorsunicative. 
cs aa je wit! a1 HER COTE © apr cl anc cd nob inject birself into f2@.5 , + 
A ze sue 4 ae —— 
7) i mn AS Pact 8 pegogta La —438ien J 
: RichoTE_—— ter tis discussion he tnd socamparitid nich an 
e trey ieugte ice Adentity hp cannot now recalls proc 
ah Cargo the Pomeylvehia A dotel. for coeur Subsequent 
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Detroit, Michicon. Handed 


oi heey MAN °” 









Before you sell the American people to a super world State it is 
fitting to reconsider the Isrealites who sold themselves for bread, and 
could not re-deem themselves. If we surrender our constitutional rights 
Se ONT i ee oom Rd RMR CaP to a superstate who’s foundation is world trade, along who’s channels 
ee will flow the lifes blood of our sons, the super State whose Laws are to be 
Be ee eres Stee MET YE Oe eee supreme. The only court of appeal left to the people is God and His laws 
- still are above ali to stand as a witne:s in judgment in our behalf. Jezebel 
Was a daughter of Tyre, (Symboi of world tracc) a strongly entrenched 
City, highly fortified, and when she saw God was passing judgment 
on the Kings she redecked herself up and painted her face in order to 
vamp God’s anointed, 2-Kings 9-32-37. But the word of God’s judgment 
was fulfilled and she received her portion as God through Elijah had 
snoken. If the State department who represents this body is to usher 

. God’s Kingdom on earth, it must meet the fiery test of God’s creative 
laws and present its self pure with out spot or blemish as the bride, 
because God will not be fooled any more than his annointed was by 
Jezebel. God saved the harlot Rahab who dwelt in the wall of Jerico, 
Joshua, 2 chap., but she had a change of heart and not a change of garment. 
Ezekel,28-2, saw the day when Tyre lifted its self up to set in the seat of 

i God Almighty, Ezek. 28-9, God’s judgment proved it to be set up by 
( man and not God. War is the Sign of God’s wrath, and not a foundation 
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for Peace. Jermia 16-5, The Lord says I have taken away my Peace from 





heal: Tye uf this people also having loved kindness and mercy, the restoration of 
aoe _— peace does not lay in the hands of men but God. He layed the ground work 
; : instructed to proclaim in the streets, it being in effect because of breech of 

of that Peace, Jermia 11-6-9, in form of a covenant which Jermia was 
cov. Jermia 11-3, the curse was on all who broke this contract with God, 

, Sand they had not the power to formulate Peace. Rut we have the promise, 
Isa, 2-2, that we could come again under the law of the house and return 
into the bond of the covenant. Jermia 23-7-8, gives us the route by which 

We may return as the Northern route over which Jacob traveled when 

he came out from under Labor and under the protectorate of his Father 

: Isac’s House. But the Lord liveth that shall no more say he brought the 
ata - ates children of Isreal out of Egypt, but, led the seed of the house of Isreal out 
oo ee ae OG of the North country, which Jermia 46-6, definately places at the Northern 
tip of the Euphrates, Syria Labons land of slavery, which he chose on 
his way from Babylon with Abraham refusing to go all the way with 
God, to Hebron to covenant with God. 1 Kings 14-15-16, Beyond the 
Euphrates where God drove the Isrealites out of his land because Jeroboam 
1 Kings 12-32, set up the Gold on the alter of God causing God to rent the 
alter, 3rd verse and bringing on his self and house Jeryebels punishment 
1 Kings 14-7-11, and this became God’s sign to Nations and Kings. It 
was here Labon tried to block Jacob’s deliverance by God. It was also 
her Numbers 22-5 King Moab sent for a Prophet to work divination on 
the Isrealites God was delivering, but God give him to understand he had 
lost his power and rebukes him as he did,Gen. 31-13-17 and 42, for trying 
to rob Jacob of the work of his hands, as he travels back to the laws of 
his father Issac’s house and offers sacrifice, Gen. 31-54-55, in the Mt. 
of God instead of serving Labon. Isa. 9-11-12. If those who are wise claim- 
ing to be the sons of the ancients want to prove it, 12 verse, let them tell 
of God’s plan and what he was purposed to do and Iet not the principle 
men be deceived as the ancient rules who knew not God and perished. 
God divorced Isreal for her unlawful State. I am sure when he is ready 
to inter into a new covenant with the State he will not be fooled by Jezebel 
and make her Queen no matter how much she may paint her-elf up ready 
for new fields of conquest. Isa. 48-18, O that thou had harkened to my 
commandments, then had Peace been as a river. PEACE 1S THE GIFT 
OF GOD, the price is OBEDIENCE to his HOLY LAWS, may we measure 
up to their high standard so God may re-deem us, If we do not, we have 
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S = ,/ Reverend HARVEY #7/SPRINGER made the ‘collection to © ~ =~ 
i = = defray the expenses of the speaker, On the platforn i eG 
: S =: there were arrayed thirteen preachers who, by their ._*. -'} 
; = N- —_sSCsipresence, would seem to attest to the sincere and 
> Ss Christian purposes of the meeting. One of these was ae 
==>: | * a Jewish protestant preacher who delivered the opening Ay ae 
pio Magee - prayer. This was apparently for the purpose of ©. = 4. 
i ES Fd a advertising the tolerance of se speaker. . 20 a care - 
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but made no particular appeal to his anti-Semitic or anti-racial following. 
In general, the speech was not objectionable insofar as relating to the 


substance of this investigation. | L 








As a matter of fact, 
to this office that the 





It is not believed that further details are necessary in 
connection with subject's Denver visit. The local Army Intelligence 
covered the meeting and for this reason, no copies of this report are 
indicated for Army Intelligence. 
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For your additional inforna2ztion in connection with your ccnsideration 
of this case there are attiched copies of further reports submitted by Special 
igent at Denver, Color:do, on October 6, 1913, and Special 
‘gent dated at Chic-go, TDilinois, on September 30, 1913. boc 
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Dear Sir: if af” 


In connection with the above entitled case, as the Bureau f 
awa e Detroit Office has been receiving information —— 
whose identity is known to the Bureau, for some 
onni th the information received from the informant, logs have 
been maintained by the Detroit Office for some time past and it is my 


observation that these files containing the logs have become very voluninous 


and are taking up a good deal of the much needed space in the filing 
cabinets, 






In view of this fact, it is being requested at this time that 
authorization be given by the Bureau for the destruction of those technical 
logs over six months old, It is my opinion that if these logs are destroyed 
as they become six months old, it will save a ate aes of fil -ppac 
for the Detroit Office. | ind 






In view of the extreme importance of this case, these logs have 
been maintained, and specific authorization is being hereby requested for 
permission to destroy all those over six months old. It will be greatly 
appreciated if the Bureau could advise the Detroit Office as soon as 
possible relative to the above, 


Very truly yours, 
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Dear Sir: 


Rererc: ce is race to your letter of October ], 


570 


1243, concerming the lors maintained by your office in 
comection with information pertaining to Smith, nade 
avai lable iy You will 
recall tist you requested avtrorigsatsan to destoy 

the logs wi'ch are more tian six months old, 






Tour observat‘ona concerning the buliciness 
ef these love at the e4 er) eulty exper’ eoed in storing 
Shem ame srorectated. Hoe-ver, in view of the unusual 
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Synopsis of Facts: On 6/19/48 atthe Cleveland Pudlic A4ucitoriun, 


/ Clevel_nd, C., SHITH addressed an audience ef 
arout 119 persons repeating many renerks pre- 
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vhe dangers of Cc-waunisr: to the United States, 
f Slasiac the Datroit Rece Riots on Comufnist 

acatation. CSHITH introduced KOS THFGOFF as 

a forner inner-circle Commwirist vho now exposes 
atheistic Cor unis. GOFF explained the con- 

wection of the Us. S. Cowvnnists with Stalin and 

tne Couinte:n, descrived infiltratio.: tactics, 
AM woraed that the Goaminists intewded to over-— 
tarow the United St-tcs luv vores atter tais war. 
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_ nted : : 
Y At 8315 p.m. August 19, 1943, an aud€énce of.4 
proxi ively 1100 persons gathered in the CheVelani 


eee Auciveriun hallroom, Cleveland, Ohio to hear 
¢ SIITH, National Director of the Ane rica 
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7 An announcer opened the meeting with the Lords Prayer. On the 
. platform with ths speakers were Mrs. DAVID/STANLEY and Mrs. ONRPAL of 
the United Mothers of Ajerica, Cleveland branch. SMITH opened the meeting 
by announcing himself to be the proud frandparent that day of a baoy girl. 
SMITH spoke of numerous protests he had received in bringing GOFF to. 
Cleveland. He mentioned one in particular, which he claimed was’ the 
first protes> received as being from the Urbcn League, Cleveland, Ohio. 
SMITH claimed that this negro group claimed to be representetive cf the 
Clevelanc negroes but in fact was only a small group and was Communystically 
inspired. S!IITh stated that he hed personally telephoned CLAYSORNE}SEORS , 
a Cieveland negro attorney, and praised hin on his statesnanship in writing 
an article offsctting the Uroan League's orotest, 


SMITH warned the sudience not to let the Coxuaunists canitalize 
on our military alliance with Russia saving, "If Stalin were not on our 
Side, the Cowmnists would close every plant in Clevciand in 24 hours.!! 
SLITA stated that he had made a considerable inquiry into the reasons for 
the Detroit Racc Riots and he claised that it was due to Comminist inspired 
agitation, SMITH told of how Comnmnist leaders were requiring that girl | 
members of tne Communist Party tdete! nezroes. He stated that if a girl 
Communist refused to "date" a nezro she was brought before the Co.minist 
committee and tried on a charge of "Waite Chauvinisn! and exnelled fron . 
the Party. 


SuiThn statea that he had been asked what he would consiter as a 
victory for the America First Party in the coming elections and he stated | 
his answer was the defeating of Roosevelt and the Buresucrats, sending | 
wilkie back to Ressia and sending Henry Wallace to China as a milkman, 





See te 


SMITH, in criticizing an; form of Naticonclism and Union Now " 
again related tie story of the British Lend-Lease Administretor speaking 
before the Press Club in VYashington, S.WITH in relating this story inferred 
that no accounts were being kept by the English of the supplies sent by 
Lend-Lease and that the English wished this method of accounting te continue. 
SMITH displayed the flag which he said was a creation of the"Union Now Movement! 
and trampled it. He attacked WALTER WINCHELL,calling him WALTER LIPSCHITZ, 
for having claimed on his Sunday night broadcast that he, SMITH, had trampled 
the American flag, 


SMITH epoke of planning to speak in Buffalo, New York a few days 
previous to this meeting and clained that same underkand group had forced 
the owners of the hails which he, SMITH, had contracted to rent, to cancel 
the contract. StOTH, before introducing KENNETH GCFF as a former Cannunist 
who had an amazing story to tell, made a plea for donations to the cost and 
expenses of the trips and meeting. a 


sanncro) pasan, Svith's Secretary,and. helpers from the United .' .? 
Mothers Orz2nizetion passed through the audience and collected the donations 
which were placed in envelorcs previously handed out. 
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Also passed out to the audience was a form petition to Congress ihich ves 
Sct up so that the person receiving the petition in the aucieace could act 
es Cireulator obtsining the names of others in thy’ Dlanxs. Tiis petition 
states cpposition to any Yorud Var Goverment or PUaALon Now scnee, op 
position to such .i€asures 4s the austin—Jadsworth Lavor Draft end the Var 
Security Heasure, ellecin> creation of a "Gestapot, 


Renin GOFF then addressed the audience. He stated that he had 
Deen 4 memper of the Cocwmist Party and se vemoer of the Younz Communist 
Leazuée GCiF spoke of the infiltration tactics usgd oy the Co:munists. He 
chained tuat he hid decn sent to Cleveland >; TARLEIRCIDTR iv 1936 to fight. 
GoRaLD L. Ke OMT and trat he hea sreviously sttwhded a meeting of the 
Navional Youth Congress in this same hall where sons 34 delezates were slected, 
ail cf thea being embers of tic Coimunist Party, and that he had seen the 
Communist Social Orzanization'irfiltrate into the Social Orranizstions of the 
Churches of his own hone town, especially the prvorth League. 


SOFF snolte of the Coumnist school in Moscow which trained Communists 
an the art of revolution and infiltration and of a siniler school near New Yor! 
Whicn nas iow sent teachers all over the United Siates to train Communists. 
GOFF explained thrt the Communists in the United States were directly con- 
trolled by Stalin 2nd the Corzintern and that the dissolving of 2 third cf the 
Covintern wos a raise te take the Caunist Party undercround temporsrily and 
that as a antter of fact it was well understood auone Covmnist le:ders tat 
such action could not be reully token vithout a world conzress of Co.umnists, 
GOFF stated thit the Cowunist anfilvretion ws a two-sided policy and thet | 
so for as ml..ority rece sroups viere concerned, the: were pein, mislec as 
vere thousands of .tinisucrs all over the ccuntry. He stated that it was re~ 
Guirea thet wolte girls in tue Coumuisy Party have sexual intercourse with 
hezroes in order to bring, thea in as ueubers ané that if the girls refused, 


they were expelled from the Coiwwnisy Party for « charce of "Thite Chauyvi:isa.n 


GOFF warned that the real intention of the Comzunist Party was to 
overthrow the 3ourgeoisie™ and esta»lish tne Soviet worlter in the United 
States by the overthrow of this Governaent and tha: the: would secomplish 
this in a oloedy fashicn “hen the good people of this country were in their 
weakest monent. 


oITH had envelopes passed ont by DOUAN and others at the iweting 
in which suoscriptions to his wagazine, "The Cross and The Flcg" could be 
placed. SLITH asked that these be filled out and made a further plea that 
the audience in passing out of the door would leave all their money except 
carfare with the United Mothers who would be stundins at the exit. SMITH 
‘praised’Mrs. DAVID STANLEY and Mrs, ‘‘ON!RGaL and their organization, the United 
Mothers, stating that ticy should be generously supported by the Cleveland 
peoples SMITH closed the weeting by leading the audience in the Oath of 
Allegixnes to the Anerican flas. 


The above meating was attended by 
and the writer, . 





ce ee mR er 


ara © 0k ae a a i . i ea. et ee LL rd 


1+ i ee 2s oe . fa ese es ts etiam ene: 
. = rp .. . - ore 





co C | - ae a 
oh * © oy Fo, 
icc 100-7463 » 


A report from the Cleveland Police Department dated dugust 20, 1943 


was received in this office jndiecate e officers of this 
department, including Ssigned to the | 
Criminal Investigation Bureal, attended the America First Party meeting at _ Lie 


the Ballroom of the Public Auditorium on August 19, 1943. This report in~ 
dicated that arrange ents for the rental of the hall were made by Mrs. PHILLIP 
MOURBAL, and that approxinately 1100 persons attended. In addition, the Titense 
mambers and corresponding nanes of ears furnished in this report as having 
attended the mecting , Other persons recognized by these police officers were 
included, Stenographic notes were made and transeribed at this meeting by 

one of the Gilevcland Police Department members attending, arparently made by | 
ee: « copy furnished to this office. Copies of these trans- 

cr 


notes are being furnisned to interested offices, — bie 







On Wednesday night, August 25, 1943 GZRALD L.. K. S:UTH addressed’a 
crowd of approxiuatcly 300 people in the Yedzewood roo; of tine Secor Hotel, 
Toledo, Ohio. This meeting was attended by Special Avett 
who reported as rollows: 


"SHITH opened the :sxceting by having the froup pledse allegiance to 
the american Flag which was prominently displayed end by reciting the Lordts 
Prever, In al} hour spsech SMITH stated that he was firmly behind the war 
effort, had a gon in the service, was curchasing bonds, urged the people to \ 
gupport the war effort, excoriated “VINCHELL ana ELZANOR ROCSEZVELT, celled on 
the people to defeat RCOSEVELT in the Novsmber elections, and strongly com 
demned the Co:munists. SxITH strongly praised WHEELER, NYE, LINDSERGH, and 
FORD while velittlins “ILKIE, DRav! PSARSON and WICI@RT, Hc ropentedly stated 

that he was opposed to the political system in Russia »nd eclled on JOSEPH 
STALIN to express his final aims now. SMITH vcheently danied WINCHELL's 
eccusation that he trod upon and spat on an American flag end exhibited the 
flag of the Internationalists which was the flag WINCHELL should have had 
reference to. SLKITH predicted that the American voters will clean house in 
Novenber 1944 of the present dishonest adatnistration with a three fold 
purpose, "to retire Roosevelt to Hyves Purk, send Wilkie to Moscow, and sue 
Wallies a wilkiian in China.t 


43 guest speaker SIT had me KENNETH GOFF, of Milwaukee who vas 
the former head of the Young Coaummnist League of zmerica and who outlined 
the Communist Porty of the World in a Speech and warned the people of the 
evils of it. There are more Cammnists in Anerica today than there were in 
Russia before the revolution, GOFF stated. He edded that there are 14 million 
of them actively at work to overthrow the U. = Goverment. 

In response to questions asked et the conclusion of the meeting, 

LITH advised the aidience to advise the FBI should they ever hear of any 

draft officials accepting bribes; he also stated that the FBI is well in- 
formed on Communist matters, thet J. EDGAR HOOVER is no friend of the Conmnists 
out that due to politics in Washing Zeon, his hands were tied, 
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Definitely anti-Gonmnistic in his talk, SkITH spoke before a 
Eyopabrebse audience ade up for the most part of former me:bers of the 
iiilion-And—Ons Club and of the Young Nationalists. A strong representation 
of the Gernan-Avsrican element in Toledo w2s also, present, including JOSEPH 
TROPSRIOR, T. L DANISLS, FRITZP°ATER, and FILSIWGER. 


Tne sucstanace of Mr. SMITH's reuarks is'thet which is printed in 
his monthly magazine, copies of which have been secured and are being placed 
in the files of the Cleveland Office. 


The July and Ausust 9943 issues of theNtCross and the Flag as well 
2s the July 1943 issue of the fNational Record" were obtained at the meeting 
and are being placed in the lA’ section of instant file. It is to be noted 
that the auzust issue contains the speech given by Mr. GOFF et the meeting.* 


On August 29, 1943 at 9:00 p.m, Eastern War Tine, SMITH held 
an onen air gathering terned a "Free Speech" noetin; at St. Henry, Ohio. 
This meeting was attended by Special Agent who estimated bre 
there was an attendance of over 500 persons,.and reported as follows: 





"It was noted that :asny cars present bore Indiana license 
plates, and that after the meeting a large portion of the cars present 
returned in the direction of Greensville, Ohio, The Auerican flag was 
prominently displayed on the temporarily constructed platform. 4 npuolic 
address system was utilized at high volume, making it unnecessary for at~ 
tendants to leave their cars, to hear the address:s, There ware provided 
benches with a capacity of apout 250 persons, which were filled well in 
advance of the opening of the meeting, Prior to the meeting the general 
consensus of those present was to the effect that the gcthering was to hear 
some startling truths, 


The meeting was chairmaned by Hi! efron (chonetic) who spoke 
on the theme thet the American people wera befing asked to give up their right 
of free speech in that they were being asked to forego free speech for the 
duration. ROANMSR asscrted that if the right were discontinued for a period 
of two years the right would become nonexistant through non use. ROAMER 
condemned the OPa, the AAs, Walter Winchell, and spent a lerge prt of his time 
condemning the \ocal school voard because they had overridden his vote in 
having the mectiyg in mie echool building, 






One JIL guaDDOX, a young farmer in the vicinity of Greensville; Ohio 
read a letter relative to agricultural deferment with Selective Service, to 
effect thet agricultural deferment was temporary and that each person so 
deferred nust register with an agency for the purpose of being ane aaa with 
an elternate to run the farm daring the absence of the verson owning or 
operating the farm, with the armed forces, MADDOX asserted that this was 
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in violation of the "fue Process" clause of the Constitution, snd oe ne 
aig not intend to register foi in peace. anc thet if he were drafted he 
sOulg cut his fara up ior om olie sa "2 SUOX stated he did not know ak 


other peopl2 in the vicinitr were going to do but thet he ~culd take the 
ingle stind he hrc oni.Lined. 


Tne subject snole for anprovinatelr an hour ind 2 half. During 
tie course of Ais sosech he condened VGNCHELL, the Heys vee WOLALS und 
éstolled Fathcr COUGLIN, S:nator LUNDUEE, 8, LUND, SURTON K. HEELER, 
ale ee Go Py Nae ¢ 

SY ojeetts win thane, inter oven vith loé:1 and notional polities, 
was thot three taints thet imst 32 suarded scainst. Firgt, comunisn wes 
setting sverong in the Utes States, that thers are nore §Co viunist Pirty 
sapers and fellow travelers in the U. S. at orocent, thkn were in Russia 
at tre tise of the Russian Revolution. SITY ¢ tagoricalir esserted that 
Coswnists were responsible for the Detroit Rice Riots and would-be ‘responsible 
for further races ae in the future. SUITH cited as his source of inforna 
tion in this rezord 2 neero friend of his in Detroit. SiTH ztatecd that he wa 
not telkine asriast Mia ut écninst cosuunisn. 


Si ITH s3condl; exhorted as:iust bureaucratic fascism and tyrann, 
exnoressins the fer thot throuth inersasing burenucrac™ 2 mochine was de ing 
mad i thet sicht Se rendil: utilized for 2 dictztorsiip. The sudiecct cor 

denned inefficiency ene inconsistency of bureaus crented ant opersted “x” the 
New Leslie S:OTH steted thot the Nev Deel ferred the truths thot he expounded 
end thet he h-d ao vee th-t there wers Washington -sents of the Rureaucrets 
da the auciences; that he vas avere that Tashintton agents h2d zone over his 
books. SiHITH stated th * nme bid fovnded the imericc First Party cnd thet he 
hoped that it would not be pecese = 28 ho perty to function in the 1944 

anpaign, cut that it cert-inly -puld unless the Deneeratic or Renidlican 
Party cine forth with = presiscaticl Cencidgste -hich .2s not controlled by 
mthe intern:tions1 bankers ang Yall Street." 


a 


Thirilr, ths Suoject begscad vigil.nee .zzinst Inbsrn-tacned Governient, 
Fleazs or 2~islative podics. SMITH stated tht he.vwas 2 pret acczirer of 
Courchill eouee he ruts amas first; tht Stclin on Russia first, nd 
tiat Ancric.ns should put inerice ~ firste STH stated thet he was fsa hat 
U. S. 10eld Josc znother peace, SiITH stxted that U. 3. was ovine Largely for 
the war anc cited firures to the effect thet our finzaci:l contribution ws 
erester thon th:it of the eas notion couwsined snd therefors the U. S. .howld 
have the large vete at ths pe-ce confersnace. SUITH steted that ix fueration 
should cerse to this cole bvec.use the jerdish refugces were flocidag to this 
country sac taking jobs which shovle ba reserved for th: soldiers when ther 
returned frou the war. 


SITE . wy $ee Ls thn extollins: Christianity ana condemning 
the "newly discovsred role" cuthored by Moses Guiyzers -nc introduced in the 
U. Se ay Boake C str enc R- gue Howry, o8 the Bos af bu.c Anti-Christ and 
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A collection was taken diring the speach which wes to be used to 
defray SuITH's cxnenses and to provide funds for arrangement of an addrcss of 
GSRSLD P. NYE at the Celine Foircgrounds on the afternoon of September 26. 

The anount of the collection wes not announced, although it was stated that the 
committee of the meeting would audit the funds, . 

The auaicnece appeared to cive imuch credence to Si:ITH's state rents 
anc cavments noted in the crowd during and after the meetinp reflected that 
SHITH was well regarded and received and his remarks seriously taken. It 
is believed based on ooservations of the writer and overherrd coments that 
the audience at the meeting was larsely agrarian. 


It is thoupht that there was a strong politicai fued underlying the 
whole meeting to the effect that a few New Deal adherant, termed by the chair— 
man as "Pec-nut Sureaucrats" are seeking to run the affcirs of the commnity 

f£ St. Henry, and much caphasis was laid on the fact that the taxpeyers who 
had ouilt the school house were denied its use for the subjects speech and on 
ons occasion previously for an address by Mrs. LUNDZEN, 
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&2 Saving? Hold up ycur hands. 


fe have a pub 


; 
Can you hear clearly? Can you hear what 1 
That's fine. People are coming in rapidly, 


Will ask now--you shall stand, please. “Je will open our 
meeting witn the Lorc's Prayer--in the way you have been taught io pray: 
that is, the prayer of « slethodist .aother, cr @ Presbyterian or Raptist 
pestor in one cf a score of denominations—cr vou may uave leerned it as 
a Catholic--in whatever way vou neve been teu;:nt—it may be Univarian-~ 
vou may say it differently in one or two slight ways. “fictever vour 
wey, the Lorats Frayer, pray it according to the way your pastor taught 
you to pray, 


(Tie Lord's Praver is recited.) 


I presume thet vou can perceive that I look--that I am 
jooking maybe a little different than I heve ever looked before. I may 
Tock a little proud; I may loci. 2 little sober; I mzy loot. a little 
dignified; and I have got a surprise for 411 of you; that is, our only 
son's young wife, Emily Smith, save birth this morning to an eight pound 
cirl. So, I want you to meet Grandpa Snith. May I seve-that we didn't 
knew it, “Ye were in fittsburgh last nicht. Mr. Doman, our Secretary, 
who »aS5 on his way vo Cleveland said, "I tricd to reach you in Pittsburgh." 
Qur children tried to reach us here--vhen we reaches Cleveland, we found 
we were the proug grand parents cf a beb:' zirl; I asked the weiyht, and 
it is eight pounds and six ounces. It is the first time we ure grand 
parents; vou know, i don't 2..ear overcast. Tie other day ZI met a idan 
who Was @ grancfather for tne first tise. 1 asked him, "How coes it 
seem to pe a vranafether?" "Yell," he says, "I didn't iwind it a bit 
until I realizec I was warried to a grandmother", 


So, if i don't act just exactly normal, vou will uncerstand 
there is a lot of excitement in our hone. The young wife of our young 
son who is in the Army, and who is in transit, doesn't know where he is 
going, we don't know where he is, Consequenti;, he aoesn't know he is 
a father of a baby girl. That is one of the dreams, one of the tragedies 
t at go, formally, with war. “then I listen to the redio and heer Valter 
Lipshitz Winchell and vnen i hear about the four freedoms end read ali 
these newspaper accounts trat the Communist Party has in the newspapers, 
it imkes me smile, because as far as i am concerned and es far as Mrs. 
Smith is concerned, everything tnat is valuable tu us in in wie war; ard 
we have everything that we have invested in this war, I want thoroughly 
understood that my boy is read» to face death in the trerches, in the ~ 
air or in tre sea, in order tc defend the stars and stripes, The pur- 
pose of this sar is not to elect Franklin Roosevelt for.a fourth tern; 
the purpose is to win this war; to .in the victory; the purpose of this 
war is nol to make Anerica safe for Coomunist propc.janda, 

I have observec since I announsed that I was to bring a 
unigue fizure to this city, we begin to see,'..e becin to see the protests — 
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come in and t © first protest thet came in wes an attempt to arouse rgczal 
antapathy in the City of Cleveland. There is an orgenization of negroes 

in the City of Clevelenu called whe Urban League. ‘They state ther re,resent 
the negro race, The, dco not re resent the negro settee they are inspired 

by the co.munists which are aite.pting to use the differences between the 
whites &nd the negroes, In response to this, the tae Leayue is trying 

to aeny free speech. ; 

i sax 1 was surprised to ear s negrce stateswan urise by 
the cine of Cla:ysourne Georfre, ant he us one of the most statesnen Like 
men in the city of Cleveland and in an ecitorial I reac just this imorn~ 
ane’ ere man does not represent the Urben Leasue. Tne man coes not live 
W190 Céi Say 1 arouse recial trouble between ine nezroes end the wmtes, 
we have enougn trouble es i% is, 


If vou want to kno. who caus ee the race riot in Letroit, 

Michigan, it was’ caused by the Co.wunist Fert: and the: are trving to do 
né Sane thins in the City of Clev..land. Ther taousit thet ther could 
incite a group of negroes azainst us; the: are not coing to do it. ‘le 
are net goin; vo Cla> bourne Georve in the City of ore ane in the 
United Stetes of Anerica., I called him up on the tel Lephone tonisht ans 
i tole hin I wanted to congratulate hin. I told hin I dian't want hin 
to égree with me politically: but I warned hin not to i the negroes 
for treir own self-respect -- sce to it thet ihe pale rece is not focled 
by the Comstunist Party; and I warn Cleveland against a conspirac: of the 
Comajunist Party in Auerice in attempting to ellow race antivethy between 
the blicks anda the «hites, 























Let us give Claybourne George 6 hend of aj:preciation for 
the attitude he takes. 


how weny have received the last copy of the Cross and the 
Fiag? ket us hear how mary let us nave a sawing cf hands. In this 
lest cosy I wrote a fifth sage erticie on the race riots in Detroit. 
in this article I cuoted an interview 1 hed with one of the most out- 
standing negroes in Detroit. He said, "Hr. Saith," -- this wan is a 
highly educated man. He said, "ir. Sm th, the Ccomunist Party is 
causing us more trouble than any other group. We nave bad nerroes just 
like you neve pad whites." Here is one of the worst cases we had, They 
called in white members of the Co..munist Party. Tuen the: bring the 
black men inte the purties end tne: tell thea there is no need for then 
te follow the line cf their self-resvecting coupatriots, Kemember this, 
there are negroes who set great examples; do vou want to hnow how I 
feel about a negro .an in this critical tine; who tad thet brilliant 
Carreer, tuat remarkuoie scicntist, George dasning ton Carver, the line of 
whoa, there has never been an negro in america, enc next to him 1 would 
recember Booker T. “lashington—~as an éxeupLe for negroes in Aierica. I 


* = V1 #2011 ¢he 
Sey thet if the wembers of the negro race in aaerice will follow the 


example of George éashingion Carver anc Booker T. dashington; they will 
have that type of stateamansnip so badly necued among their pecple. 
Tnese Couumunists run the Lleck wen in, some cf tna just fresh ~ . 
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from the South, they tell thom they don't need to restrain themselves, 
they can go out with white girls every dev and freely and then one of 
then, that is netural will try te practice in che streets what. they told 
them to do at a iweeting of the Com:unist Party. I am not defending these 
kind of colored people. JZ say this as te George Vashinzton Carver and 
Booker T. iiashington to iapress both groups to use 2000 old fashioned 
Christian sense, 


instead of turning this matter over to the politiciens, 
turn it over to the ten leacing Church sinisters, Ten Cetholic priests, 
ten Fresbyterian ministers end others to make e comuiitee to call together 
20,000 Christians ena have prayers at tne church and over the radio, read 
the scriptures, You will find thet the trouble between the races never 
begins in the churches or at praver cseetings or on the alter, no, it 
begins in the saicon in tne pool rooms ana ovher auch places, there you 


ae 


will find ine agitators of bigotry. 


{here may be no nesroes here tonizht, or there may be sone, 
I don't iknow. Let me challcnge any self respecting ¢rous in this City, 
Gerald K. Smith is and has been ready to mect eny zrcup in the City | 
regardless cf what ne may be and I will teli vou that the negro question 
has been raised by plotters end schemers who hive been and are adout to: 
be caught in their own dirty work end we will refuse to o the instrunent 
in this teenniguu. Give at « hind if sey is your ¢xeression or sentinent. 
(hos ause) 

it Svens tnét providence or fate or circumstance, I don't 
know what vou ca] it, has figured that my life shall alwavs be inter- 
esting. Every once in a while i get to a piece on these speakinz tours, 
where I taoink I will just heve « bunch of ordinary meetings. For instanee 
I was odoked to speak on Monday at Buffelo on aera at Pittsburgh, 
tonight, u-re. 


fucsday of last week I got a call from our spokesman in 
Buffalo, that the meeting hall we hed rented had been cancelled and ve 


wouldn't be allowed to use it. You know what hap ,ens—two or thre 

people get together in a hotel room and they czll up the man I rented the 
hall from and they say this is ir. Jones of the Pressvterian Church. I 
want to protest ths use of the hall for Gerald K, Smith, and then a woman 
cails up and says she is the president of such ena such church society 

and then he gets another call froin another aan and another woman who state 
they represent somebody and Joe Doakes is just an ordinary guy end he 

goes home anc says to his «wife there is an awful protest about this 

Gerald h, Smith speaking tonight and he c#lls up the man «who rented the 
hall and says you cannot have the hall. 


Then we rent another hall end then we 2211 out 4 whole new 
set of stateimnts for the second hall enc then they pull the sane stuff 
on the second hall, then ay secretary calls up end says .ic can't have the 
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Don't think I ain leaving this story, this is just a little 
Side play; we are fizhting the whole world for the four freedoms; I think: 
that means it in Buffalo, Cleveland and Detroit. after we nave whipped 
hitler in Berlin and Herohito in Tokio, I don't want our bors to com 
back and find sow little Hitler like Sarry Hookins end Ickes or somebody 
else, they sav we should not talk politics in tine of war. I wisn I- 
could asree with tien, but «nen vou have propogancists who try; to put 
you back in the Sritish government, and when you zet a war presidént who 
is not satisfied with thrce terms but must have four terms, and whose 
wife is running off every day playing politics, I want te say to any 
Ncw Deal stooges, "If you can get urs. Roosevelt to bake hiscuits in 
the “White House, tnat will suit Geralc Kk, Smith." © 


I cailed Joe Stazler my friend. He is connected with that 
wonderful instrument called Radar. J callec Joe and I seid, "Mrs. Snith 
and I will be in Buffalo lonaay es has bécn planned, end to meet me in 
the Lobby of the Statler hotel in Suffalo; so by the time we get to 
Buffalo, I went down in the lobby, irs, Smith talked to the msnagenent, 
and we ned arranged for a fine room. I just sat down because nobody knew 
there was e necting gcin3 on; I sev in the loboy of the hotel and as the 
people came in, I said, "Just go up to the Iroquir Koom." 


i 


aaa dirle- din i 


Ps - eae ore it LY 
™ 4 pa bate Bd 
F ap *Y io aan 
B da 
4 ” ae Phe | 
4 i 
aw a a 
‘ ier i Set 


PE ee ah 


AU 8:15 o'clock, the room was packed full, sianding full, 
and we formed this night a committee and they culled it a tax paver's 
committee and they invited Gerald K. Smith and Jf. Hoffmen to come 
back and speak in the music hall which is run by the city, end we carried 
on in Buffalo; and we do not propose to be Buffeloed in Buffalo by anyone. 
who lives in Buffalo, 





And i went to tell you this, if I could spenc ten minutes 
to tell vou about all the people who conspired against me in Cleveland, 
I would be; I would be accused of all sorts of things. I would be called 
unAmerican, J am not going to name the rancals but if there is any 
Statesmansnip here by the people who are trying to keep me out of Cleveland, 
you ere pursuing the wrong course and generating an awful reaction, and 
if you Know what is best for Auerica, you will let us alone vecause we 
are plain old-fashioned Christiati people; we ere working herd, buving 
bonds end stamps and we want you to quit pesterins us, dco vou uncerstand 
that? Give us a hend if you understand what I am talling about. (applause) 


we had the same or simliar experience over in Pittsburgh, 
The people stared with us and there is some real statesmanship over there. 
By the way, this ueeting wouldn't be complete if I dicn't call attention 
te the fact that the Lsyor of the city came out for free speech the 
other dey. he didn't say that I should not be ellowed to spcak here. 
If you have eny doubt, when Gerald K. Smith ceme to Cleveland last year, 
the Mayor didn't sant him tc speak in Cleveland; this veer he wants hit 
to speak in Cleveland. Could it be that the Mayor is running for election 
this year? 


sombody has brought up a picture here of the four free-~ 
doms, drawn by Rockwell Kent which is symbolic. This one is salled the 
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freedom of speech; it has been prepared bt Rockwell Kent, give thet a 
hand. (applause) : 


I am giad to iknow thet tne Mavor of the City of Cieveland 
hes changed. , . 


Do I believe in wnat? Yes, I believe in freedom of speech, 
do you. #ell, freedom of speech has this defsnition; I em not able to 
walk up and call vou @ thief if vou are not a thief; that is what vou 
call license. Some people think that a carriage license entities a man 
to beat his wife. However, I have not been able to make Lirs. Srath 
believe tnat, She disegrses on that theory. So I think thet every one 
has 4 rignt to express an opinion concerning political affairs in the 
United States of America. «hen you make ~ sweech, that constitutes 
the violent everthrow of our government then vou neve violeted the lew 
and co...itted a crime, but es long as you are within your riznts, then 
your free speech should be guaranteed. A-l1 rizht, sco 1 want to con- 
gratulete the kiayor of the City of CleveiLanc, I don't think the 
Mayor's election this fall has anything to Go with at (laughter). I 
thins: he is a good man who nas chanced his «tind. 

Now, you will be interested to know I im soins to tell 
my good friends of the progress of our nation. 


There are very few persons who are willing to Zo out on 
& speaking tour, in fact, I am practicé.iy the only one who is still 
speaking. Mey I savy now there is a way for the people to demonstrate 
their loyalty to their ccuntry in time of war and loyalty to their country 
after the war. The question of whether or not we are goinz to allow 
the Comsunist Party to propogand:.ze an ellience with Russia and spread 
their propoganda in America, There «as a little while before the wer 
Started, that if vou seid enything about Co. munisma they said, "you mustn't 
do thet because we are allies of Russia"and a buncn of wire wniskered 
recs were running up and down tne country seving you mustn't sav any- 


. ; ww 2124, at ke Pe ee | 
thing about the Co: auunists, tney are our @liivs; but millions of Zooa 


old fashioned Americans have decides thet you con't have to flatter 
Russia in order to lease iend, and when this war is over, let me warn 
you of this. The Comaunist Party is all readv. They have so much 

power right now and Joe Stalin is so powerful here ena has such an 
organization that ther could close all the larger orgenizations down, 
ali the factories could be closed in Cleveland tonight by the Cor:munists 
wnen this war i8 over, 


When 30 million neonle sare walxins the streets 
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t 
of the factories and 10 million American soldiers are coming back home 
you wiil have some time, for this is the way. Coumunism wants to work, 
you can iaagine what .i11 happen. 


And another thing--we are not zoing to give a bunch of 
Bureaucrats any power after the war is over so that we will be so hog+ 
tied so that we won't be able to move. hen this .ar is over, I want 
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to see every poser returned to the people that has been taken away by 
tne emergency of the war. Ther nave a bill in Congress now, No. 666, 

to conscript your daughters, so that they can taxe your deughter right 
out of your home and send them enywhere on this earth. de need to protect 
our daughters for what God made thei, for Christian motherhood, If a 
girl wants to go out as a Waac or a Jave or a vren that is her privilege 
because she is a free moral agent, but millions of our dauzhters zrow 

up in the innoceuse cf tne heme and ther are kept pure, right up to 
motherhood and right up to the ege of their death, There are some girls 
exposed to vulgarity but most of our American girls ere pure and clean 
and there is not a priest or pastor that will not agree with me that 
pure innocense is the fcundation of civilizea Christiznity. 


Then they have & Gestapo bill trying to nave evembody 
tattle on the other; like the OPA. I am against the OPA and 1 am not 
going inte that, but you remember how Hitler was teachinz the children 
to teil on their fathers anc mothers enc when vou get that, you destroy 
Gemestic tranguility and the home. 


I am not going to sav anything now about those OPA 
sureaucrats, but after this war is over I am zoing to get a shillaleh 
and go after about seven of them I know. 


I will suffer everything that the war iwzay be won but I 
say to these Bureaucrats thet youtd better introduce horse sense in 
your practice because there is a rising tide thet will not be stop .ed, 
After the war, we will have to clean house of these Bureaucrats end 
the people will no longer be zuided by Bureaucrats because we are zoing 
to clean house in the Government. 


Somebody said,wnat is vour definition of vistory, ifr. 
Smith? «uy idea of a complete victory, send the Roosevelts bach to 
Hyde Park, that is No. 1, No. 2, senc Wilkie to Hoscow. No. 3, send 
Henry “Jallace as the milkman to China. 


You sar to 26, what about this America first? This 
American First party. As far as a party, there would be nothing that 
would male me happier than the [cmocrats to nominate Burton K, wheeler, 
and the Republicans to noiinate Nye, if only one of thez. I find a lot 
of people like Taft or like Dewey or Bricker or McCormack of the . 
Chicago Tribune. I a> net harc to piease, The only thing I ask of a 
candidate for President is that he put America first in his consideration. 


By the way, I picked up a little story. Mavbe you heard 
it. D-d you hear about the ferly that that born to it a ten pound boy 
and they were pretty elated about it, and then--the mother was jiggling 
it on her knee and a New Dealer dronped in to talk to the family ana she 
Said, "Isn't it « dandy; maybe someday he will be President of the United 
States". And the New Dealer said, “hat's the matter witn Roosevelt," 


Jeli, then, “e are soing to have a big seeting in Pontiac, 
Michigan, Sundey night. We are going to have a big meetinz in betroit-- 
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we are going to nave a big iwceting in Toledo Wednesday; then we yo to 
Chicago sna then to Minueapclis-~and then 6 big Hoffiuen-Smith rally 
in Buffelo, then out to Coloredo--we are going to have a state wide 
Colorade raily in the fdunicipal Auditorium that seats 6,000 people; 
then I am soinz to S:it Lehe City, Uteh. The first contribution in 
thet city vas maae by the ‘iavor of Selt Lake. 


So..2body seid, do vou think vou can do eversthing, br. 
Saith? and i said, I can't do everything. all i aw trving to do is 
te .@ep the oid flag up in ths air and show the neople that there is 
scmenedr .tio nas "Wola-fasnionead Americen ,uts", and there is nobody who 
1s <cing to intwaidere re. 


Noi why did I neve this troudl. in Buffaio? I will 
tell vou vhat véppened., When I wde é speecn in Buffele the 24th of 
Wav, I began tc discuss free issues-—that is vital tc the Auerican people; 
namely, will we permit international p liticians to take us into a 
world governinent--even our money soins into a world move.zent and our 
people siould compete witn Crinese slave ana other lew paid labor and 
a flag above ours, a flaz enc « constitution above our constitution, 
anc that is whet ZT vointed out. You can give republicans hell and no-~ 
body will sev enrthing about it; anc vou cen even curse a New Dealer 
enc get away with at, but vou are suilty of treason if you sav anything 
about an Enviishman. I like Winston C:.urchill. ke puts Englend first; 
Stalen puts Eussie first, enc we ought to put america first. ‘‘e spent 
last year in tais war, three times es ich as tae British Enpire. We 
have spent altogetner five tines <S x:ch as all of the other nations 
in this world. If we could sell eve rvthing in ainmcrica for cash at its 
assessca value, that vould be about 2 hundred pillion doliars; and we 
have sSent three hundred billion dollars. We nave universal conscription 
in this war; we heve conscription in the wer. But nobody can be taken 
out of Canada or Nhe. Zealand or South Africa unless he wants to go, 

In a recent dispatch it states thet the eighteen anc nineteen veer old 
boys in Australia were texen out of the army and se..t back home to go 

to scnool; that is tc say, ther cen all do sox.ething for their own good, 
but if I ake a statement about things zetting a little better for our- 
selves, or if it comes to the fact that we :wust feed the svople of 
Africa or Asie or sojaewnere clse, I am for America first. 

i reac a sStatewent by Lord Bleiming who is Cuief of the 
lend-iease in the United States. He wade a speecn before tix press 

Club enc what did he tal: about? winning the sar? ho. he talhed about 
post war politics; he talked about Aucrican politics efter this war. 

I aii going to reac a line of it. "We in Britain have evolved a system 
where no accounts are being kept; there is no .aore of this nasty business 
of how such we are owing to Averica." ‘Ynat is fine business. He ought 
to at least kety Ut up se he could mow how much tu thank us for. Ve 
are not k.e ing books end I would like to sce that sce sort-——"same sort 
of systeic continued efter the war." They know there is a ..ountein of 
gold in Kentucky enc ther would like to syphon that and zo in there and 
tahe it, If I iad my war, I wouldn't use that gold for anything but 
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-taking care of the soldiers efter the war. We might nave “A senete 
sitting on: yveur in vashington, another year in Londen anc another year 
2n South Africa." ‘Je have a bard enough {ium keeping tneia in jashing- 
ton; but he gets generous énc says, "You can continuce te have your Prus- 
ident ang se can continue to heve our King," Tast shows with what 
organization the: propose to take us into 4 suser~duper Empire of the 
world. You would have a few Russians ane a few British anc « few South 
Aimrican_ to meke up rules for us to abey, us lon7 as there is a hvart 
in my bresst, as long as vnere is blocd in m: veins, or spirit in my 
soul, I sheli fixht to the ceath any ettempt te nake rules br’ foreigners 
to govern us. That 2. why people whe heave only been here three months, 
who don't know our languaze, hate Gerald k. Smith. 


I am ageinst something else they nete sae for, I ana 
ageanst jetting. down imigration barricrs, They ur¢ sliz-ine over in 
our wexican borders and crossing the river end I am going to tell vou 
tnat | és much as I s:mpathize with suffering humanity I am going to agree 
with George Re;moids, to keep these people out beeause the- will have the 
solciers' jobs bcfore tie war is over, 


I told the Buffalo audience, they went to put up & "Union 
Now" fleg above the stars and strioes; 4 proposition that looks more 
like a dJépanese flag, There will be no fla in America but the stars 
and stripes, and we will heve no flag like this avove it, anv "Union 
Now" flag, and I have a receipt here from the Amson Flies Company, Three 
Gollars and fifty seven cents; a receipt for this flsz sade at the in- 
Stigation of tiis crowd, to mke this flaz, tusr will never put it up 

as long as I live. 


Soe Han, carciess with the truth, went back and told 
one of tis news-cpers that I jumped on a flaez that was called the 
Carbricse Benner; that «was used bifore Betsy Ross made a new fla;, 
anc that that flag was used by Geor:¢ ‘ashington. This péser uses and 
reversed itself so quici: that they let me write the editorial on the 


front paze. 


“Ialter “Jinchell's former nace was Jalter Lipschitz, and 
he said, "Don't be foolcd by Gereld Kh. Smithts name, because it is an 
old fashioned 1am." I said, on the rédio, "ma father's name was Smith, 
and his grandfather and his great grandfather's name was Smith, and I 
dare vou to tell us what your grandfather's nune was, so “alter * finchell 
got his Lonzuc tied in the ringer. TI want to tell you the biggest 
mistake of all; that Geraid K. Smith, in his speech at Buffalo, jumped 
on the Americar flag and spat on it. That savy look like an Americen 
flag to ‘alter Lipschitz, but not te me. I con't want to embarrass 
Mrs. Seath in case rou are worried about her ole crusading husband-- 
but about her son, but the next dav the boys at cemp eck it up to ay 
boy that his father had stepped on the American flag. Oh, what morti- a 
ficetion, oh, what emberrassment, anc Jirs. Saith, for ‘re first time in ee 
all m life, "broke ‘down and acpt. I an used to having attacks levied 


fee OF - . 1, ato 3 ce 


oe ee ere es eee ae peatiider’na 
7 ‘« “9 : 
te - oa “ : -. Lf Meee m, 








but that is an auful thing tosav to fifteen million people on 2a Sunday 
night, because anybody knows shat voulu ha. pen; he -ould be beaten to 

é pulp: he woulda never try it in this crowd, he sould never jump on an 
Americcn flag ana spit on it here. 


‘fe had - woman, she has tecn one of my pupils for years, 
she vrots airs, Smith, and she was so incensec sbout this terrivle man, 
sno said, "1 bezun at once te .zke sorething for vou db. land," and sne 
made for ‘ac one of the inmost beautiful flags’, land checneted, 
anc »rs., Smith and I vould nst accept @ hundred dollars for this 
beeutiful Arerican fla;;, all hand crecheted. I am going to put this 
up for iis, Smith and enyone else interested in needle .ork may look 
20 it. There vias—-lrs. Snith and others have estimated thet there 
wes 320 tiicusand stitches in it. 


Something Tare I want to show you becsuse 4 have been 
Jooking for@ard to it; shat I tiink is tne wost beautiful .icture, 
syiborie of our oe. it hangs on tre wall of the United Mothers! 
orgenizetion, by Mrs, Stanle: anc krs. Honreal "Feith of our Fathers", 
Jesus, the good sheppard in the back ground, and the ditle in the 
foreground and a lighted cendle over the bible end everrboc: uno gives 
.an offering free in toc mail, 


Som: cf wou neve piccyec to carry on tho fant. Take 
ris Littie "Americe First" envelope and the next thins vou went to do 
ar tnere anybody without en envelope? Som of those husha:.ds anc «ives - 
Sitting together-ewill thes let us use one of their envelopes. Now on 
the top lines of unat envelope, there is 4 place to show how muci you 


are willing to send in to carry on this crusading fist. Evervt thing 
you give will be a plied on your please; if you pledze é dollar e month, 
you jive five cotlars now, you heve veid for five months, end sc on, 


And éver: donor who writes his nance clearly on the en Lvelope will receive 
this picture anc if rou vant to vive this MONLY y don't went to -:ive vour 
name, just write "Money" across the énveirope, “e can't rent this hall 
and bring Mr. Goff here on nickels end dizes, If vou can only give 
nickels anc dines, keep it, because vou nved it mere than we do, If 
vou cannot give, rou: are just aS weicome as if you can. rite vour 

émé and acdress Cleariy, $0 7Ou cun et vour invitation for th. next 
meetings, _ 

Put your money in the e:velope. Anybocy who gives ten 

deilars cr more cin heep re pencil, we ail fake hin @ present cf the 
pincii. 


Now vou have a petition there, Don't de a thing with 
it, don't turn it in; i think I tolc vou what to co with it that is for 
circulstion; then keu, thatlong envelope that has been hanced out by 
the United iothers. Don't lock et it now; «hen the time comes, we will : 
tell vou what to co with it. Now seal your envelope and pags it on to as 
the win next te vou and see that he gets it tu the person in the cineca 
we don't want some co:aunist in the row to get vour money. .- | ” 
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If there is anybody that is med or nervous, now is the 
time to go home, 


You see that book? This book is 6 bible, and this book 
is a bible in the hands of its creater; it is the most blasthcmous book 
I have ever read; that is the book Boke Carter said converted him to 
dudism, It says thet Jesus was illegitimate and Marv is a narlot; and 
this is what Carter said converted him to Judiesm; there were 1979 
pegs. Father Coughlin is silenced; he cannot telk over the radio; but 
they advertise this book over the network. ‘When they advertise this 
book over their network and silence a jan like Father Coushlin, it is 
@ wonderful state of affairs. 






Now, I am going to talk to vou about ~ man here. The 
first time I saw this man was when he was sent in 1936 to break up 
our influence during a Townsend convention and the Ccughlin convention, 
For flve years he #as the leading influence in the Young Communists 
of Awrica; ne spoke at the bizzest convention the Cornmunists ever had 
in tne City of }Slwauk.e ano was an orgénigzer. For reasons he .ill tell 
you, he consecrated nimself to his mother's Christ; anda in 1939, he 
beceme the most potent end most infor:ative «witness before Congressman 
Martin Dies’ co:sittese. He exposed the fact that at thet tiie Lleenor 
Roosevelt was aciuall;, entertainini the voung Communists in the -Mite 
Eouse. Our speaker tonight was the first to expose that. 





Turning his bacx on Co-amunism end reconsccrating himself 
to Christ, the first thin: the co.ummnist cid was to trv and kill him. 
They pushed him under é train, but this boy he got eut of it with the 
loss of one leg. He will tell his own story. Ur. Kenneth Goff of 
Hilwaukee, Wisconuin. 


(End of first part of speech by Ger: id K. Smith, which was 
followed ty speech of Ke::neth Goff, and later, Gerald K, 
Smith resum:d speaking. See following page.) 
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(Kenneth Goffts speech will be made up separately) 
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REVARAND SITITH: I want to e:phasize--se don't want any general~-.e 
want to close this mcting in order. - 


Now Mr. Goff here, give him thie hand vou ougnt to give him--altogether. 
(applause) : | 

Now “ou way be seated, please. ‘ic have Severai hundred of theme--a few 
hundrecs--arranged Literature--tnis is beinz used by the Comunist party 
rignt now in the United States of Anerice, Ti1] someone hand re a long 
envelope-~-bezinning at the ena here--will sou plcrase--I don’t want any 
comuction--unless vou are sick, a longs envelope, thet is it. 


This is @ petition--wait a minute, I want othcrs to hear us; this is a 
m-cting, this is not entertainani--1if you don't want te sit quietly, 
don't conc--uniess you are sick or hav. to vo to work--if vou art sick 
or hav. to go, or a Co.wmunist or e« New Dealer or mad--otherwise, sit 
Still until this meting-- vou can teke what de are putting out or 
leave it, so far as I am concerned. ‘tk are here to give vou the truth 
right straignt from the shouldcr, : 


This petition is opposed to forms of lezislation thet would lead us to 
a flag like this (indicating). Nail it in to th. address, the aduress 
of the United Mothers of Amrica, sue it on the bovton. Now, I want to 
say thes: mothers cerricd on throughout th. veers voluntarily, they and 
their husbands, without complaint, paid their own wages; tasv heave even 
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taken up collections ana suit money to m: secretary ana to :% to carry 
on the work Tam carrying on, Gifts have never been large. They have 
sent in their contribuvions to prove their faith in what we are dcing. 


mrs, Stanley anc Mrs. Monreal, I want vou to give us your hand, Mrs. 

Stanley was taken to “;ashington end brousht before a grand jury of the 
house, anc intimidated and abused, and the men who did it hes since been 
firca because of his conduct. Give that 2a hand (applause). 


No one has ever been able to cast any justifiable criticism at these 


good women. Congratulations to the United Lictners cf Christianity. 
Iwill have more to say about them a littlekter on. I want to tip off 
tais--tnis masterly disc..urse, this address vou just heard given by 

ur. Goff will be in th. next issue of the Cross and Flag. It is 
élready, If rou are a subscriber, you will get it; if you are not a 
subscriber, put @ dollar in that cnvelopy thet was given, write your 
nem: and you will get it for six months, or two dollars for a year, 

or if vou don't have any woney, fill it out and we will scnd it to 

you; this also carrics the sensational account of thd Detroit Race 
Riot, | | 


A Doctor Mann, pastor ef a Methodist Church statcs, "I now possess 
one of thos books; it is thc most blasphemous; the most blasphemous 
volum: I cver laid my vyes on. It contains 1979 pases; the lefthend 
column is printed in English and the righthand column is printed 












Hebrew, and th. author of this is « Hoses Golmey, sho pronounced 
himsclf as Curist. he says he wrote this in the caves of Jurusclcoum 
Where née stiil lives, According to hin, Jesus vas e pervert, Mary 

was é Herlot, and Christ is satan, He writcs 4 imastirpicce of 
blasphemy: somthing terrible; in that it attacks cvery tenet of 
Curistianity. It devotes page after page trving to prove that Christ 
“a& an inposter; brings up the crucifixion. Ail these imys of hell 

wie ire circuleting tris boch ere sustained by somo sort of satan and 
ZI am surprised he is not struci: don by the hand ef fed, In referring 
to the book end the cxpossc, so called, he savs he has derived end 
received the hulp of habbi Horwitz, ed his new cecipl. Bohe Carter 

who definitely propose to destroy cil Christiinitr und will bring Chris 
Gown from the clauds, and thet 211 Christians will be scattered te ell 
perts of tne earth, eitecking the Virgin wary; he sers—Christ's body 
waS tolen fron the place no was buried in, his is the sort ef thing 
teat 1s osing cubiicized over our netwerk today for the penefit of those 
who get tie Cross and the Flas. You will fine an account of it on 
pege twe. To .veyon. whe turns in that subscription in tenight, sill 
get @ copy. We will have no other copies eveilabls. If vou suoscribe 
tonight, ca “he back is @ trivute to Fetner Coughlin from Father Curran 
in New York, which is no printed tnat it can be torn cut end framed, 
Onc paregranh where Father Curren says on the enniverser, of Pether 
Cougnlin's 27th vear in th wanistry, "eu still kelicve in the ccuse 

f social justice; ne cthil mBlisve in tc cause of setce, we still 
belicve that Father Coughlin has more risht on the platfor. than the 
former aninate at atlanta Federal Fenitentiery, Earl Eroacsr.! 
Now I am going to ash: irs. Stanlc~ snd "es, Monreel; I am woing to ask 
the: to kindly stcp down in front of these people; I want you to undér- 
Stend this; I went tn mothers to particularly listen to this; I vant 
GVery person in th. house toe help in the good work these wothers =re 
Going, whether it is a doller, fifty cents or ten cents, to coms down 
anc give it to tnesé vomen, 
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For your further information in connection with your consi derstion 
"of this case, there ewlth ooples of reports submitted by 

7 . . Special agent » at New York City, on October 1, 1943, 
Rec: .. and Special Agen » dated at Cleveland, Ohio, on October 12, 
1943. 
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SYNOPSIGOF FACTS: _ Speech made by SMITH at Minneapolis 11/12/43 very 
similar in context to previous speeches reported by 
this office. SMITH again bitterly attacked the 
administration, bureaucracy, Communism, and “"Inter- 
nationalism," stating that the America First Party ° 
could never rést until ROOSEVELT, the bureaucrats, ” 
and the Communists were cleaned out of Washington. 
SMITH stated that the “Internationalists"” in the 
United States are making it possible for the other 
allied nations to take advantage of the United States, 
which they are eager to do. Literature distributed at 
the meeting by the Hennepin County CIO Council SuTeBee: 
SKITH to be a mouthpiece of HITLER. ; 
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DETAILS: On instructions of Special Agent in Charge M. B. RHODES, 
the reporting agent attended a speech made by the sub- 
ject at the Lyceum Theatre Auditorium, 85 South llth 
Street, Minneapolis, Minnesota, on the evening of 


October 12, 1943. Pe DSP sro ' sees 
This meeting was olosed in naturé, admission bein gained o_! | 
by invitation only. The meeting was supposedly held un- ™~ 


der the auspices of Mrs. ERNEST LUNDEEN, Minnesota State =‘ 
Chairman of the America First Party. The meeting was 
attended by approximately 1000 persons, | Pr ae eee, Fe 
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wITH speek followed very éloeely-the seme ‘general pettern as previous peeches 
of SMITH's reported by this office. SMITH again harangued the New Deal, 
bureaucracy, Communism, and internetionalism. SMITH further stated that the 
America First Party could never rest so OnE as el the bureaucrats, 
and Communists were in Washington. 


SMITH bitterly criticized the foreign policy of the United States, stating 
that the internationalists made it possible for other nations, particularly 
England, to take advantage of this country. As an example, SMITH alleged that 
the United States, which has 25 per cent of the oil reserves in the world, is 
currently supplying 65 per cent of the ofl products used by the allies in the 
war effort, He accused England of hoarding her oil supply so that she could 
later sell oil products to this country st exorbitant prices. SMITH, in 
discussing Rhodes Scholarships, referred to CECIL RHODES as the Englishman 
who laid aside a fund of millions of dollars for the purpose of educating 
brilliant American college students in English schools with the end in mind of 
making the United States once pee & eas oe og British aes 


SMITH s remarks as to président ROOSEVELT aeait chiefly With ROOSEVELT 5 views 
on foreign policy but he intimated ROOSEVELT was a liar while discussing DREW 
PEARSON, and the fact that ROOSEVELT had called PEARSON a liar, stating that 
if anyone should kmow a liar when he sees one it would be ROOSEVELT. SMITH 
bitterly denounced HARRY HOPKINS, BERNARD BARUCH, CLAUDE WICKARD, and other 
members of the present administration, stating that while they advocated 
sacrifices for the people they did not make any sacrifices personally. He 
stated as an example that two days after a further strengthening of the 
rationing regulations, BERNARD BARUCH gave a party in Washington for HARRY 
HOPKINS which was attended by all prominent administration leaders at which a 
meal was served at the Carlton Hotel, Washington, D. C. at $110 per plate 

and at which seven different kinds of meat were served. He referred also to 
the Chicago Tribume's “expose” of Secretary of Agriculture CLAUDE WICKARD, 
stating that a Chicago Tribune reporter had visited WICKARD's Indiena farm 
home and had discovered immense quantities of meat and butter hoarded away, . 
which items were being shipped at regular intervals to WICKARD in Washington. 


SMITH in discussing local organization of the America Pirst Party atated that 
he would not appoint an America First Committee locally because the mambers 
of thet committee would immediately be subjected to pressure from the old 
line parties and others. He stated thet the members of bg America First 
movement would "lay low" and act when the time came. 


SNITH again stated that if a satisfactory candidate for President is not 
chosen by either the Democrats or the Republicans, the Amorica First Committee 
will pick its own candidate for President. SMITE further stated that the 
logical candidate of the America First movement. would Be CHARLES. SLUNG EERO 


"oe sais 


‘ ©, ai 384 
: ef BHO Pfr) : © Rie ’ BA 
ae - cme 
a . . + 
Q Fens gee 385: rr 
: - . hs, 
ah valet 


a 
‘ we ee 
J 





St P File #100-4156 ee ee ee ee 

i: : y 
gpesches were also sige by Mrs. ERNES2 EEN and a Captain EARDYSDUTHARD, who 
SMITH introduced as a veteran of World Wer I who had been wounded seventeen 
times in action and who spoke representing the views of the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars of the State of Illinois. The speeches of SOUTHARD end Mrs. LUNDESN dealt 
mainly with the foreign policy of this country urging that the isolationist . 
or netionalist point of view be adopted. Both frequently read long pene 
of Washington and other early Americen leaders. 


At the time collections were taken, SMITH offered a book to every person who } 
would contribute the sum of $2 or more. SMITH vaguely discussed this book, 
stating that it had been written by a person who had been persecuted by the 
bureaucrats and who had been approached by the Secretary of ELEANOR ROOSEVEL 
with the proposition that everything would be dropped if he paid him $40,000 


It is noted that SMITH's speech was very well received by the audience, wh 
cheered him madly. 


A clipping from the St. Paul Pioneer Press, St. Paul, Minnesota, of October 
15, 1943, discussed the meeting and made the following comment; “In a meeting 
which lasted almost three hours, not a single word was said against HITLER or 
TQOJO but the speeches of SMITH, Mrs. LUNDEEN, and Captain EARL SOUTHARD of 
Chicago all were aimed at ROOSEVELT, WILLKIE, the New Deal, and the efforts 
of various men in pyeree life to achieve seal Sana order ares this wer . 
A clipping from the Winneepolis Yorning tribune, Minneapolis, Wisnesots: of 
October 15, 1943, referred to SMITH's speech, ee that he had attacked 
what SMITH termed the “International crackpots." 


Literature was distributed prior to the meeting in front of the meeting place 
by the Hennepin County CIO Council which was headlined, "GERALD L. K¥ SHITH--~ 
HITLER's Mouthpiece in Minneapolis," "GERALD L. K. SMITH Silver Shirt No. 3223 
Plotted Treason," and “Tearing the Mask of Hypocrisy from GERALD L. K. SMITH." 
The literature alleges that SMITH has been a registered member of PELLEY's 
Silver Shirts, a labor-baiting, Jew-baiting, subversive fascist organization; 
that SMITH ie the self-appointed National Leader of a movement whose avowed 
purpose is to overthrow the Government of the United States; that SMITH is an 
agent of enti-labor manufacturers, who imported him to undermine and destroy 
labor organizations; that SMITH has been an organizer of American Storm 
Troopers; that SMITH has made obscene and seditious utterances concerning the 
President of the United States; that SMITH has publicly avowed his intention 
of stirring up class hatred among Americane; that SMITH is a defender of the 
enemies of American democracy; that SMITH has been in the pay of WILLIAM 
RANDOLPH HEARST, notorious anti-labor employer; and that SMITH has taken up 
residence in many cities for the purpose of deliberately fomenting discord 
among the citizenry. This literature is being retained | in the 1-A serial of 
the St. Paul file in this oase. 
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Froas J. Bagar Woover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Subjects GFRALD L, K. SMITH, . = | 


THE COMMITTER OF OE MILLION; 
INTERGAL SECURITY; SEDITION, 











die ference is nade to the report aubnitted in this case by Speciel Arent 
at St. Paul, Minnesota, on October 20, 1943, and particularly to the 
) P aph appearing on page three of the report: 


“At the time collections were taken, Snith offered a bock to every person xho 
would contribute the sum of $2 or more. Smith vaguely discussed this book, 
stating that it had beon uritten by @ person who had been parsecuted by the 
bureaucrate and who had been approached by the Secrotary of Fleanor Rocsevelt 
with the proposition that everything would be dropped if he paid hin $40,000," 


in connection with your further investication of this case it te desired t 
you endeavor to secure informition as to the nang of the book referred to and 
the identity of its author. ‘The Bureau is also interosted in Saith's allecat 
that the author of this book sas approached by the secretary of Mrs. Roosevel 
who reportedly offered to pay him £40,000, Any additional ellerations of thi 
type which eubject may moxe in the future should be imediately reported 


to the Bureau, _ 
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5 Mr. Nease 
aS alii f the Criminal Division has Mies Beshm 
me caused of the German-American Bund, now Misy Ga 
a intern gz o Washington where he is “As being HA 
interyiawed in corfiection with the sedition 1 case, "United States vs. Getald 





Winrod, ét al,” oy Rr. | Joe Burns of of Vr. Rogge! B office. 


These interviews have been in progress for two days and apparently 
will extend several more days. It seems that is being exhaustively questioned 
with reference to the 3) defendants in the Winrdd case in an endeavor to determine 
whether these defendants assisted the German-American Bund in distributing German 
propaganda in an endeavor to subvert the loyalty and morale of the Armed Forces 
of this country. 





During the course of Mr. aomuaihdataelaare: October er 23, 191 1943, 
mentioned in: a 8 collateral way that he he_had_ met Smith 4n 1937 or 1938 
held a conference with him at the Pennsylvania Hotel, New York City, In view 
of this Mr. Rogge m suggested that the Bureau might be e desirons of having a Burean 


eaiheaantattce famt{ I4an with @hae Grith nous aA... Les en 


ope SCAU OS A ES Lk US sit in on the further que vi ONIN 
with reference to this particular phase of the intergoga ation, yet fare 
Accordingly, from 1:30 until 2:00 P. ¥., October 1h, 1913, Supervisor &. 


J, P, Hanratty of this section joined Mr. Burns in questio stated ' 


that in the latter part of 1937 or the early part of 1938, an 
later recalled as being named contacted him requesting th 


ae the Pennsylvania Hote r the purpose of meeting Smith. 
A as being somewhat of a No. 1 man for Smith and an individu v 
ead had possibly mst on a number of occasions in connection, with various German 


meetings or gatherings. | e242 01 fv “7 “3V JL/ 
ted that on arrival at Smith's o i 


the P&msylvania 
Hotel he was surprised when Smith was not there and 
commenced a conversation relative to certain tone within Bnith's 
organization, th ttee of One Million. 
ual nature of the difficulty was as under’ the imp nf/that ~ 
was apparently vying with other individuals in the 
's favor and in so doing had called on n an en€pavor to gain 


support and influence, [, 
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stated that thereafter invited him to lunch and that the 
two, acc ed by several other in 6, Went to the dining roam in the 
Pemsylvania Hotel], After lunch the two returned to Smith's office and while 
there Smith and had a short conversation, extending perhaps for five or 
ten minutes. was again not clear as to details but stated that he recalled 
this as having been primarily a social call where both he and Smith expressed 
good wishes to one another, stating that they hoped they would meet in the 
future, etc. 


















: laimed that he had no contact with Smith o thereafter 
in so far as ne can recall and again stated that his meeting with Smith had been 
casual “dt Bint Mie conversation wl AMMNME bad been, was indi cated, wi 
reference t6 some internal dissensi 's organization. In this regard 





he asserted that he had remained noncommittal and had not injected himself into 
the e which he cannot now recall, He could not remember having seen Smith 
or prior to the incident described at the Pennsylvania Hotel. 









It was noted that throughout the discussion although he seemed 


hazy as to details, appeared to be making an effort to be commnicative and 
evidenced at least normal friendliness and sociability. 





This information is of interest when considered in conjunction with 
certain related data appearing in the instant file. One 
formerly one of Smith's chief henchmen, in a statement prepare 
an Informant in this case, has stated that Wio Was at one time another 


















of Smith's chief lieutenants, was “overly ffreneiy” with claims 
that conferred on numerous occasions wit an orted to 






Sri t subject matter of such conversations. 
that Smith himself was in contact wi 


s made no assertions 
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has further claimed that once entertai at 

& luncheon a e Pennsylvania Hotel and has her explained that at about 
tha ere was apparently considerable difficulty existent between Smith 
ani This difficulty was apparently attributable to a difference in 
as to how funds should be co and principally as to how they 
should be divided between Smith t is noted that to the extent 
of the statement as to the lunchem d the difficulty between 
and Smith, assertions apparently coincide with those o 


The whereabouts oe and are not known at present and 
the New York office 1s curren endeavoring locate and interview them 
relative to their knowledge of Smith's activity while in New York, partj rly 
concerning any associations which may have been existent between a lp 
or other sources identifiable with German interests. In this connection 8 
noted that extensive investigation elsewhere has failed to develop such data 
and that the Criminal Division has frequently indicated an interest in having 
Smith's previous commitments fully explored for the possibility of developing 
any information available showing that he was associated with the Bund or German 
interests. The Criminal Division feels that Smith's current activities are rather 
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weak in so far as making out a case under the Sedition Statutes and it would 
appear that it further belleves that the possibility of making a case would 


be greatly augmented by a showing of a community of interest or action between 
Smith, or other German sources. 







ACTION: | bia 
a re; iH 4? 
Information relative to statements as described above is =| 
being made available in appropriate form to the Detroit and New York offices 

for their assistance in the further investigation of this matter. The New 


York office is b instructed to renew and intensify its efforts to locate 
and interview and 
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5, For your further information, there is tranenitted with thi 
a of an additional report sult tted in this case b; Special Agent ee 
at St. Pavl, Minnesota, on October 20, 1943. 
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Federal Burean of Inuestigation 


United States Department of Justice 
Detroit, Michigan 
November 1, 1943 


Director, FBI 0 
Re: GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, 


with aliases; et al. 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G (ij 


CUSTODIAL DETENTICAI! INFORMATION CONTAIN 
(62-u3eis) HEIN 1C UNDLASSIFIED 
—_— DATE _yo/c/ex BY eee 


Tt withe substance of informatio b? 2 
received from whose identity is known to 
the Bureau, du @ pe ctober 11 through October 27, 


1943. 





Under date of October 18, Informant advised that SMITH 
had telephonically tacted Ay Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at which 
time SMITH advised | was going to speak at Orchestra Hall in 
Chicago on November 7, which time he would answer the charges made 
in the book "Undercover". ; 





Informant advised that SMITH telephonically advised SO 
LIEBOLD at the Ford Motor Company under date of October 19 that SMITH 
was having a meeting on that particular night and that the meeting va / 
was to be addressed by a Dean Smith, who was to give the high-lights 
of the British Empire and its intents and purposes. LIEBOLD at that 
time stated that he did not think he wouj@ attend. 


SMITH contacted oonormm ethos Od in “3 2/¥- 37, 


Now York, on October 19 and advised STOFFEL that STOFFEL shaqpld attempt 
to secure a meting place for either eighth, ninth o enth. 
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Informant stated that he had receive 
under date of October 20 SMITH had advised Captsin SqUTHARD of Chicago 
en that date that SMITH was going to attempt to work out a budget so 
that SOUTHARD might be able to get a weekly drawing account, Wo 
further information has been heard relative to this particular matter, 
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Letter to the Director November 1, 1943 


It was also ascertained through ee: b70 
SMITH was attempting to secure a meeting place Pittsburgh, bre 
Pennsylvania thro 





Informant advised that under date of October 20, 
SMITH had attempted to contact pba a lecturer who was then 
registered at the Hotel Statler. Info t advised under date of 
October 23 that SOUTHARD was apparently encountering a great deal 
of difficulty in Chicago in securing a meeting place, and that the 
American Legion was apparently opposing a SMITH meeting in Chicago. 


Under date of October 26, SMITH communicated with 


HARRY BENNETT! the Ford Moter Company, at which time 
he advised that JOHN ROY ON, the author of Lb 
the book "Undercover", 18 to apeak at the Town Hall Meeting in the oe 


Fisher Theater Building, Detroit, on October 27, 1943, and that 

SKITH thought the Ford Company should have some men there to cover 
the meeting; at this time SMITH expressed the opinion that he would 
like to see CARLSON beat up. Jt was ascertained that the SMITH 

group picketed this meeting at the time CARLSON appesred for his talk. 







Under date of Octobér’13, 1943, DOMAN, SMITH's office 
a: advised SMITH“that he wanted to know how to reac bre 






at New Randolph Hotel, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, inasmu 
to advise the doctor relative to the change in one of the 
meetings, 


Informant advised that SMITH had recently visited his 
parents in Delaven, Wisconsin, It was also ascertained that SMITH 
addressed a meeting in Chicago on Sunday night, October 16, 1943. 
This apparently was the same meeting which was supposed to take 
place on October 13 but which was postponed due to difficulty in 
securing a hall. 


Informant stated that SMITH had contacted a great 
many of his conetituente at the time CARLSON gave his lecture in 
Detroit, and at that time SMITH made arrangements via telephone for 
various individuals to report to the hall whsxe CARLSON was to 
lecture for the purpose of picketing. 


Very truly yours 


62-112 
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Form No. 1 
THIS CASE ORIGINATEDAT =DETROTT, MICHIGAN Bie 7 FILE NO. 100-7463 
REPORT MADE AT . DATE WHEN MADE icine 
CLEVELAND, OHIO 11-1-43 10-18-43 
y. - 
GERALD L, KE. SiITH, was pail dpon sear a 


4 ‘SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


GERALD L. K. SMITH meeting attended by 
approximately 3,500 at Fairgrounds, ; 
Celina. Meeting sponcored by the Farmers 
Guild of Mercer County, Ohio... SMITE gave 
short 10 min. speech, mainly svent in a1 
introducing Congressman, Clare Hoffman, the 
principal speaker. SMITH expressed feeling 
ageinst President and Mrs. Roosevelt, infil- © 
tration ¢ Communists into Governmental 
Bureaus and the FULBRIGHT resolution. 
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on. concerning the meeting boy 
apensaeed by the Farmers Guild of Mercer 

County, Ohio, which was held at the Fair 

grounds, eter: one, oD Ear 26, eee: 





vised that appnosiantely 3,900 Bs 
persons attended this meeting. The majority y a 
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of the persons attending came from the southwestern section of Mercer 
County, Ohio, which section of the county formerly expressed a great amount 
of interest in Fether Coughlints "Social Justice" and lately has shown 
sinilar paverese in a L. K, SHITH, and the American First Party. 


C _-e > Sa a d FE 
~ Ma, ap _¥ eg fe ; 
¢ j ae ™ i es Ae Eid * . 7 s~ “ a e 







". | Paces to , the original advertizing for the meeting 
ate ted that Senator ¢ would be the main sveaker., Because of 

this fact many persons attended the meting who otherwise would not have 
attended if they hec mown GERALD L. K. SMITH would be present. GERALD 

L. K. SMITE, in his short speech, explained to the persons assembled that 
NYE was too busy in Washington fighting the New Deal to take time out to 


come to Mercer County, ae bie 
o py 
a =: that SMITH only spoke for evproximately 10 
ainites and spent a large vortion of thet time introducing CLARE _ | 


HOFFMAN, SMITH spoke strongly against the Fullbright Resolution. He 

so alleged that Commnists have infiltrated Government Bureaus and laid 
the blame to the New Deal. SMITE attacked the President for his 
policies regarding lend-lease and made an allusion to the extensive 
traveling of Mrs. Roosevelt. He offered to satay out of politics if the 
President did not run for a fourth tern. 


SMITH also dwelt on the dangers of Communism in the country. 


He stated that our present relations with Russia should be regarded 


purely as military expediency but that there should be a soupiete breek 
with that spc ere after the war, =». 


As noted: the sbdéet spoke eee briefly the main epesker 
. being Congressman CLARE HOFFMAN. ; 


In the course of the meeting a collection was taken which 
collection GERALD L, EK, SMITH ateted would be used in furtherance of 
his fight against the New Deal. 
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noses Proc: J, Edgar Hoover = Director, Federal Bureax of Invest! cation 
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: For your further information tn connection with your 

ns SAR consideration of this case, there fs sttached a coyy of an adiitional — 
mee ae SS renort savmitted by Special Agent at Clevelan’, Chio, 
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2 Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. : 





Xl Deleted under exemption(s) b f with no segregable 
material available for release to you. 


{_] Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 


{_] Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 





Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); —-- 
as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 
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Cl-csita Mr. ‘Volsou _ 
JOHN EDGAR HOOVER Mr. &. A, Tamm_ 


Say « Se - oe : DIRECTOR i) a ~ Mr.-Clegg 


| 





; ‘ Mr, Coffey 
Sederal Bureau of investigation Me Glavin 





a United States Department of Justice 50319 ue, Ladd, 
ee aes oe Mr. Nichols . 
= i Washington, A. €. Mr. Rogen 








oe 1, ss : ee November 14, 1943 Mr, Tracy 
pe ee Call: 3:45 PM. | : Mr. Acers : 

Dictated: 3:50 Pm. Mr, Carson m8 
' z Mr. Harbo 


fe QRANDUM FOR MR. D. Mw. Lapp UF Mr. Hendon ae 


, 
L Mr. Mumford 
; of 


VA ! / Office of Na eiiigence, cailed and stated that 
jerok from the Washington Post called him and advised that 


Oselth is presently in Washington, eteying at the Statler Hotel, 
on e 


beefs! stated that SG 222 no information 
as to the len @ that Smith would in Washington. He 


o 
advised that he wes sing this information alon to the Bureau 
for whatever indeed fon the same CUtet have. . | 

























Mr. Starke 

Mr. Quina Tamn_ 
Tele. Room 

Mr. Nease 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 


United States Department of Justice 
POST OFFICE BOX 812 : 
Chicosgo 90, Illinois 
November 5, 1943 


Director, FBI » 
Res GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, was 
THE -COMAITTEE OF 1,000,000 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
SEDITION 
Dear Sirs 


b7— 


Reference is made to the report of Swcial Acont 
GD sates November 5, 1943, at Chicago, reflecting information 
concerning the subject's speech made in Chicago, Illinois, on October : 
17, 1945, in the auditorium at the Fine Arts Building, 





For the information of the Bureau, SMITH advised that 
he had talked to the Chief of Police in Denver, Colorado, prior to the 
meeting and asked him to listen to his speech and that afterwards, if 
the Chief did not think that it was the most "American" speech he ever 
heard, SMITH would never speak in Colorado again, 












SMITH said the Chief of Police in Denver did attend 
the meeting and that after the meting he came up to him and whispered 
in his ear and told him that he would like to be able to get up and 
‘ tell the people how fine he thought SMITH'S speech was. 


This matter is being called to the attention of the 
Bureau as well as the Denver and Detroit Field Divisions mainly for 
informstion purposes. . 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED Se” Sem", 
HEREIH IS URCLASSIFIED is. 
DATE nie BYseeerrhc. 8, 3 muro, a 
e: yi = oe 









ec ~ Denver 
cc ~ Detroit 
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Federal Burear of Investigation 
Untted States Department of Justice 


ef Detroit, Michi 
\% November 9,1943 


@ 
Re: L, X, SMITH; | 
TEE COMTTERE OF 1°600,000 __ tly 
| DSTERNAL SECURITY ;” SEDITION tt i 


Rateenss is made to Buresu letter dated November 1, | 
1943, Buresu File 62-438 letter the Bureau referred to the f 
report of Special Agent dated at St. Panl, Minnesota 
on October 20, 1943, in above=en ed matter. bie 


In the reference report of Special Agent it was / 
alleged that SMITH was referring to a certain book which had been written by 
@ pereon who had been persecuted by the bureaucrats and who had been 
approached by the secretary of Eleanor Roosevelt with the proposition that 
everything would be dropped if he paid him forty thousand dollers. The 
_ Bureau requested information relative to the name of this book and any 
further information in possession of the Detroit Meld Office. 


This is to advise that on September 28, 1943, at a 
meeting of thAYmerica First Committee held in the Maccabees Building, 
Detroit, which was attended by an ormant from the Detroit Office, SMITH 
referred to his friend, J. EDW. ONES of Baton Rouge, Louisiana and 
also at thie time referred to a book written by JONES entitled "And So 
They Indicted Me", At this particular meeting SMITH made the statement 
that all donors of five dollars or more would receive a copy of this 
particular book, At this particular meeting, SMITH in describing JONES 
etated that JONES had resigned as of1 coordinator for the Independent O11 
Producers = aad H.R.A. after an attempt had been male "to ad aet JONES Wy 
HAROLD ICKES 


Dear Sir: 















SMITH also at this tine stated that Mrs, Bocaueelt's ns 
personal secretary had attempted to shake down JONES to fix his imlictment “>. 

and that the name of this individual is Colonel MILES TASKER, SMITH at _— 
this time also stated that the "New Dealers® had banned JONES’ book fron 

the news stands, The complete text of SMITH's talk at this meeting as 

reported to the Detroit Office by the confidential informant will be os 
incorporated in the next report submitted in this matter, \ 4 “A= (= e) a ' / 
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Form No. 1 


















THis CASE ORIGINATED AT =DETROIT, MICHIGAN riz No. LOO0-7463 
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 5 2 b? i | 
a WHICH MADE — ts ae 
Cleveland, Ohio 1-18-43 | 1-9 15-43 eres, ye 
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cae d Le K nmidt; 





Si a aad INTERNAL SECURITY ~ G_ 














MMITTES OF 1,000,000 © 0 ore SECURITY MATTER 
J MLAS AY . 
SYNOFSIS OF FACTS: On 11/9/43 at Franklin Auditorium, Cleveland, 


O., SMITH addressed 750 persons. STH attacked 


the mthor of !ndar Covert, Walter Winchell 


and Churchill as ing in U. S. politics. 
Speaker Mrs. DAVID TANLEY, President, United 
Mothers of Anerica, attacked author of Under 
Cover" and Rabbi BARNSTT \BRICKMER. Speaker 
LoLAARION taiked ina religious vein and attacked 
Commnism and Stalin saying Stalin was making con- 
cessions now to bring about certain revolution 
latere Also attacked the book, "The ee i pene 
and the Government for tplowing under 


ACC TNFORMATION CONTAIN 





- RUC = 
HEREIN I$ UNCLASSIFIED 
Sears fron Detroi® da 1/./MATC  .. ss DV 047 
setter from Detroit dat to 





ed D//BAIL AZ /ZZ 


At 8:00 p.m. on Neyeabes 9, 1943 GERALD L. K. SMITH, 
National Director of the America First Party, ad addresséd 
. an audience of approximately 750 persons at the Franklin 

* Auditoriun, 2515 Franklin Avemme, Cleveland, Qhio.e To 
é&in admission to the hall, it was necessary to present 
a of admission. : 










by On the yatforn. in addition to SMITH. was Mrs. DAVID 


~ STANLEY, Swesident of the tnited Uothecs of a rd . 
. urs. MONREAL of the United Mothers of America, and onl 
ak , 


L. L. MARION, meters of the Christian Temple of 
Michigan, 
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SMITH opened the meeting with a few words outlining the program. 
He then requested that all stand and pledge allegiance to the United States 
flag. Two stanzas of America were sung and the Lords Prayer was recited. 
SMITH stated that it is imperative that he outstretch his arm palm upward 
in saluting the flag for if he outstretched his arm Aas downward, he would 
be accused of giving the Fascist salute. oe a ger: 


~ 


i ' - SEITH derisanged the book tUnder Coes and ‘Sits aithor: JOHN ROY 

CARLSON, He stated that such books and men like Walter Winchell were respon- 
Sible for the ever-rising tide of anti-Semitism in the United States. SMITH 
attacked WINCHELL vigorously as a crop monger and stated that he SIUTH and 
several others were responsible for the Navy Department's action in taking 
WINCHELL out of uniform and in placing him in a retired Status. 


SMITH advised all Jews to stop their we attacks and to comnence 
to create good will or to suffer the consequences, SMITH then introduced HLrs, 
DAVID STANLEY, President of the United Bothers of America. 


: Mrs. STANLEY spied chat she had ee attacked by the ‘aithbe of 
"Under Cover" personally but that she had ignored this personal attack but 
could not ignore any attack on her faith and that she was there to "defend 
her faith". She then read portions from "Under Cover" on which the author 
gave his inpression of the Shrine of the Little Flower, Royal Oak., Michigan. 
She denounced the author as a writer and gave her impression. of* the Shrine: 
of the Little Flower, 





Mrs. STANLEY then referred to the talk by Rabbi BARNETT R. BRICYNER 
in which he stated that the book ®Under Cover" was a masterpiece and also, ‘in 
which be stated that Cleveland has a subversive arrangerient headed by Urs. 
DAVIDASTANLEY and MARTINWSWEENEY. Mrs. STANLEY attacked Rabbi BRICKNER and 
stated that such acts as this increased the anti-Semitic feeling in the United 
States. Mrs, STANLEY displayed correspondence which reflected that the author 
of "Under Cover*, JOHN ROY CARLSON, had used the name GEORGE PAGANALLI and 
several other names in an attempt to entice her to reply in a manner that he 
could convert to his own desire and use against her in his book. She advised 
that she had always been very careful in her correspondence with him because 
she had at all times suspected him, 


SMITH again took the speaker's stand and eaeae that in the United 
States today you can criticize a priest or a minister but if you pee ee 
fs ‘Rabbi, you are accused of being anti-Semitic and Fascist. 


TH criticized the Roosevelt family as being over abt ciaas jaa 
attempting to set up a "Roosevelt Dynasty in the United States. He also 
criticized WINSTON CHURCHILL for entering politics in the United States and .- 
~ attempting to dictate politics in the United States, He referred specifically 
to CHURCHILL's speech at Cambridge, Massachusetts and also the speech made by 
CHURCHILL in England on November 9, 1943 in which SL{ITH alleged CHURCHILL told 
the people of England that if ROOSEVELT was not elected, it would be a calamity, 
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SM\ATH also attacked ELI CULBSUITSON who he stated was advocating 

a world government with ROOSEVELT at its head. SMITH referred to his 'Westernn 
which he described as being highly successful and a reflection of the Ses 
that the America First Movement was making. He related an incident that he 
alleged took place in Denver, Colorado where the City Council, under the pressure 
of the Jews and the Commnists, drew up a resolution cancelling SHITH's speaking 
permit. The Mayor of the city refused to sign the resolution and when the © 
Comminists attempted a disturbance at the whet the Mayor ordered 300 | 


| po cees: out ve ome the See a ae wee 


“He: ‘farther related that the Chief of Police at the end of SMIT's 
speech denouncing Commnists and Jews was so enthusiastic that he attenpted 
to make a speech of congradulation to SMITH. 


SMITH offered autographed bound copies of the back mmbers of his 
magazine "The Cross and the Flag" dated back to April, 1942 to anyone pledging 
$10 or more that evening. SMITH announced that a very important meeting of 
the America First Party would be held at Cleveland on November 30, 1943. SIO 
then introduced Dr. L. L. MARION, Pastor of the Christian Temple of Pontiac, 
Michigan as a friend of os tor over 20 years and wo had been the best man 


at his weddings : . ; = 


Dre MARION abated that the Government of the United ‘States was in 
great need of prayer if it hoped to prosper. He stated that the Government 
was greatly at fault when it plowed under food and destroyed livestock in 
the past and now it is necessary to ration food and the country is in want. 
He denounced the Commnists as "Red pagans of hell" and also denounced the 


book "The Bible Unmasked" as a descriptive piece of literature that should 


never have been allowed to be copyrighted under the laws of the United States. 


_. Dr. MARION attacked Senate Bill No. 666 and stated that the Bible 
had stated that a monster would come to destroy the peoplé and this monster 
would be called 666. Dr. MARION referred to a speech of JOSEPH STALIN made . 
in 1930 wherein he alleged STALIN stated that the Russians would make certain 
labor concessions to bring about certain revolution and gain control of the 
world. He stated that Russia is doing this at the present time at the conference 
held at Moscow with representatives of the United States, Russia, and Great 
Britain. He further stated that the Bible had prophesied this meeting when 
it said, "Men will sit at tables and lie.® 


Dr. MARION accused the Chairman of the Ration Board of Pontiac, 
Michigan of being a member of the Communist Party and a former secretary and 
treasurer of that Party who had been refusing to give him gasoline becmse — 
hé had stated that the work Ob 4 a minister of God was not essential. 

MARTON eteced- that he author of “Under Cover! and ‘all other 
Commrist writers should be put in a boat and put out to sea and torpedoed 
and he would enjoy having his son a member of the United States Navy release 
the torpedo. MARION stated, "What we need is to run all the red agents of 
hell like the author of "Under Cover" out of this country.’ If we had a 
thousand more like GERALD SLOITH, we could clean all these rats out of America." 





wi. ooetes wo ee hoe SE we ee ee a ke joie late 
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GERALD L. K. SiOTH again took the speakers stand and advocated 
that everyone read the book "Under Covert as some day it would be termed 
the "who's Who of Patriotic America," He denounced the author as using 
the "smear cainaign" to attack vatriotic Americans for the caliban of Retnee 

~-- COUGHLIN, CHARLES LINDBSRGH, HENRY FORD, Senator NYE, Senator EINOLDS 
peralor WUEIER, Senator DAVID <. WALSH and many. others. aa 


oe es 7 SUITH passed out envelopes for sible orivtions’ to his magazine, 

aa “"The Cross and The Flag". He advised the audience that no one should leave 
the hall with more than carfare home fin his pocket because it was a crusade and 
they should give their all to support it. Members of the United Mothers of 
America took up a collection at the door as the audience filed out. The 
meeting was closed with a prayer by Dr. L. L. MARION. 


The meeting was attended by Speciel Agents ay 
7 and the writer. - | | | 
. | | —“e b? bs 
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Fron: J. Edgar Boover = Director, Foderal Burcat of Investigation 
Subjects - OERALD La EK, SUT 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Subject addressed meeting at Curtis Hall, 
Fine Arts Building, 410 South Wabash Ave., ‘ 
Chicago, on October 17, 1945, between 5:25 
and §:40 p.m. Approximately 250 people in 
attendance, Announced purpose of meeting 
was to raise funds to help cover expenses 
of large meeting in Chicago in November to 
answer speech to be made in-Chicago on 
November 5, 1943, by CARLSON, author of 
an "Under Cover." SMITH'S remarks dealt princi-~ 
th Ve pally with experiences and recent meetings 
\ in Minneapolis and Denver, Remarks made by 
A) subject concerning ROOSEVELT, CHURCHILL, 
WINCHELL and PEARSON set out. Subject stated 
if ROOSEVELT elected to fourth term, this 
country would see a dynasty and dictatorship 
Which would make those of HITLER, STALIN and 
TOMO look like puppets as they did not have 
money to spend that ROOSEVELT did, Charged 
ROOSEVELT with using United States Treasury 
to buy control of countries in Western hemi- 
sphere, 
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Bureau file 62-45818; teletype from Detroit 
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Chicago file 100-774<¢ 


DETAILS: t o1 


By reference tele type the Detroit Field Division advised that 
the subject was making a speech in Chicego on Sunday, October 17, 1945, at 8:00 
pm. at the Chicago Fine Arts Auditorium, 410 South Michigan Avemue. b? 
On October 17, 1945, Special Agent 


. | and the 
writer covered the meeting condugted by the subject in aes floor, 
Fine Arts Building, 410 South Wabash Avenue. 





The meting was called to order at 5:25 p.m, by SMITH with 
approximately 250 people in attendance, It was opened with the singing of The 
Star and Spangled Banner, followed by the salute to the flag and the Lord's 
Prayer. 





SMITH announced during the course of his talk that the sole 
purpose of the meeting was to raise funds for a big meeting to be held in Chicago 
by SMITH about one week after November 3, 1943, on which date Smith stated that a 
man named CARLSON, whom he stated was the author of "UNDER COVER" and to whom he 
referred to as an “Armenian Communist” was scheduled to speak in Chicago. SMITH 

- gaid his talk was to be in answer to CARLSON'S speech and also to discuss the 
speech recently made in St Louis, Missouri, by WENDELL WILLKIZ. During the 
course of the meeting SMITH did not disclose any plans for future talks to be 


made by him prior to his meeting planned for Chicazo following the address by 
CARLSON, 





SMITH spoke from 3:25 p.m. to 5240 p.m, with the last half 
been. hour of his talk devoted to explaining the purpose of the meeting and making his 
| plea for donations. He had previously passed out envelopes by which one could 

Pe A obtain a aubscription to his publication and explained the manner in whichhe 
Race wanted his contributions submitted. He advised the audience that those who were 
tar. nonsubscribers to the "CROSS and the FLAG" would get a subscription if they con- 
tributed $2.00 or more and for each new subscriz<ion he would send to the new 
oe subscriber a free copy of J. EDWARD JONES' book, "So I Was Indicted." He ex- 

| sop plained that the mongy received from donations would be used for the rent on 

F ae the hall for the pregent meeting as well as the rent on the hall for the coming 
meeting in November, SMITH advised subscribers that they also could get acer 
of JONES! peer by contributing at least $2,00 to the rental fun, 









. Daring the course of his speech SMITH had discussed briefly 
the contents of the book written by JONES and had indicated that at the end of 
his meeting he would explain how the people might obtain a copy aa set out above. 
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SMITH began his talk by mention the meetings held fee him at 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, and Denver, Colorado, following his meeting at Kimball 
Fall, Chica > 0, Dlinois , on September 8, 1943, which meeting was previously covered 
and reported by the reporting Agent, He mentioned the success of the meetings 


and the problems met in connection therewith, He pointed ot that four days be- 


fore the meeting in Denver, the Rocky Mountain News stated that the Communists 
and Jews were endeavoring to have the contract signed by the SMITH group for the 
city auditorium cancelled. He also disclosed that at a meeting of the City 
Commission on a night before the meeting in the city auditorium, a proposal sub- 
mitted by Commissioner ROSENTHAL resulted in its unanimous adoption and provided 
cancellation of the contract. SMITH said that ROSENTHAL was a Jew and that 
following a gactanrebetty in the paper that the meeting was cancelled since 


numerous protests were received by the Mayor and - repudiated the cancellation 
of the contrast and vermitted the mcting to be 


wee Ww wasw a We ie aay  Vabd bt vw WW. held. 


SMITH said he had been called anti-Semitic, but asserted 
that he did not advocate the persecution of any group and was, in fact, opposed 
to it. He said that he believed there were Jewish operatives in the audience 
and that if they were there he wanted to tell them that it would be that "kind 
of stuff" as pualied in Denver and elsewhere as it was such tactics as that which 
were making him and the American people anti-Semitic. 


oMTTH wacked ha New Dealers and thei dr internati 3 nnal 
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policies. He also attacked Sir WALTER BENNING, British Lend lease Administrator 
in the United States, for telling a press olub " weoting in Washington that the 
British had developed @ system on lend lease on which they did not keep any 

beoks and that they weren't going to be troubled again on how mech they owed 

the United States. He said he hoped this system would continue after the war, 
SMITH charged that this statement by BENNIN} was semi-official as shown by 
CHURCHILL'S Harvard speech in which he advocated a common citizenship and congress, 


SMITH also attacked CHURCHILL'S alleged legen nts concerning 
fit would be a calamity not to elect ROOSEVELT to a 4th tern pares still if 


a Republican Congress wre elected." SMITH alleged that the British were prepared 
to sink $100,000 000.00 to eleot ROOSEVELT and asked why they shouldn't be pre- 
pared to do so when ROOSEVELT was giving them §2,000,000.00 every hour. 


- SMITH asserted that he actually believed that the ROOSEVELTS 
were working to make ROOSEVELT the President of the World, He said that he be~ 
lived if ROOSEVELT were elected to a 4th term, this country would see & dynasty 
and dictatorship that would make the dictatorships of STALIN, HITLER and TOJO look 
like puppets as they did not have money at their disposal to spend like ROOScVELT 
did. 
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specific case in Johnson Gity, Temessee, stating ther her press agent hed com. 3°: 
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Cinb* ef Johnson City te sign a contract to pay Mrs, ROOSEVELT $2,000,00 eal Sealy: 
apeaking, SMITH pointed out that expenses were high and that the Clab told Mra, ses 
ROOSEVELT on the afternoon of the evening that she was to speak that they had : ° 
only about $400.00 and she said that she wmildn't speak then ’d ber contract” _ 
prevented her talking for less then $1,000.00, SMITH related that 1+ wa $ thet See 
_Decbssary for the Optimist Club to sign a note at the bank to make ‘the $1,000.00. 
and they had considerable trouble in paying that debt. Be suggested that ths | | 
Queen of England would never go among miners and take $1,000.00 from then and, oy 
that after all there might be somes reason for paying $1.000.00 to the Queen af “- 
England as she was a ‘pretty nice looking woman,’ SMITH said he admired 
CHURCHILL because CHURCHILL was working for the British Bapire which was more 
than eould be said of ROOSEVELT working for America, He gave his definition | 
of a political victory as “retiring the ROOSEVELTS from public life, sending ©“ 
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a th ; ? SMITH repeated hip act performed in ‘the peeting ‘bf September © 
8, 1948 ‘4n Kimball Rall in which he mteeves ea Wie Ting SC tee Tatars vicodtiste 
ani stated that he intended to perform that act at evory mecting, He again 
bitterly denounced WINCHELL and PEARSON and said thet WINCHELL was doing more 
to ereate anti-Semiticiem in the United States than anyother ten men, He again | 
.. mentioned the sdministration, denounciation of PEARSON and stated ae it was a 

last meeting in Kinball Hall that "ROOSEVELT oaght to ) know a liar ar anyone = ..-° 
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 @@d 6aiad tne Comminists told poop.s awaiting in [front of the auditorium tnay ir oon 
‘they didn't believe the things set out in the Literature, to ask EARL BROWNER 3° -: 
about them, He also stated that his Mimeapolis meeting was said by peli stant ee 
leaders to have had the largest attendance of any gir ntes mee the state 
se los Tears e: “rs near ae rs es feted 
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SMITH by WALTER WINCHELL his gén received no considdration, 
if the United States had not been so degraded and dissipated 
WINCHELL @ long time ago. He charged WINCHELL with 
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At the conclusion of a meeting Captain EARL SOUTHARD =, 

SMITH would complete his series of lectures far the USA = 

22, 1945, in Engineer's Hall, Chioago, and would the 
ae go to Detroit to deliver an address for SMITH, ee me aa 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: SMITH spoke to audience of approximately 800 
persons at America First Rally 11-10-13 at 
Carnegie Lecture Hall, North Side, Pgh. Pa. 
SMITH presided over meeting and introduced 
other speakers on program, who were Dr. L. L. 
MARION, of Pontiac, Michigan, and MARIE I. 
LOHLE and CHARLES A. MADDEN, leaders of Defen- 
ders of George Washington's Principles, Pgh. 
H ; Pa. SMITH denounced internationaliam, the — 
\ New Deal, President ROOSEVELT, WENDELL WILKIE, 
aie 5 and HENRY WALLACE. Violently criticized com~ 
Peet is munists and the beok SUNDERCOVER", defending 


sf] «Si Samay od ner Foo sett INFORMATION CONTAL 
es - oc - HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED 
Reese REFERENCE letter from the Detroit Office Py || \ 2) 


44 q DETAILS: On Wednesday, November 10, 1943 GERALD L. K. SMITH spoke 








before an audience of approximately 800 persons at an 
: America First Rally at the Cammegie Lecture Hall, North 
=— Side, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 


Circulars advertising the Rally, together with tickets 
thereto, were mailed to various persons in the City of Pittsburgh several days 
prior to November 10, 1943. These printed circulars, approximately 10® x 3* 
in size,bore the picturesof GERALD L. K. SMITH and Dr. L. L Ne The cir— 
culars announced that Dr. MARION would speak on the subject "The gots of the 
Anti-Christ® and would discuss the following topigs vi 
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"1. The Bible of the Anti-Christ. 


5" "2 Bvdl plan for world goverment. 9 ss 
3. The atheistic plan of - internationalists. ae 


\ W. WALL exhibit’ sensational 2000 page book whieh 
outlines destruction of Christianity.* 


These circulars also announced GERALD L. K. SMITH as "the most hated 

and loved man in America, hated by the intermmationalists - loved by the 
nationalists. Hated by the Nazis- Communists - loved by real smericans® 
and advertized that his subjects would be “Let's Take Off the Lid™ and 
that he would discuss among other topics *GPa" The Book ®Undercover*, 
WILLKIE's speech, the Fourth Term, Bureaucratic Fascism, New Deal Comnu- 
nism, the Conspiracy of World Government, Report of Five Senators Just 
Returned fram the Battle-Fronts." It was furthes announced that others 


participating in the program would be Mrs. HLE, reporting on 
her recent visit to Washington, and CHARLES 4. » American Legion 
leader. 


It is to be noted that MADDEN is president and 
Mrs. LOHLE is secretary of an organization known as the Defenders of 
George Washington's Principles, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, which organi- 
zation has sponsored SMITH on previous speaking engagements in the City 
of Pittsburgh and which organization at one of its meetings during the 
month of October 1943 at which Congressman CIAIRE HOSFYAN of Michigan 
was the featured speaker, distributed to all in attendance tickets 
advertising SMITH's speaking engagement on November 10, 19)3.: The > 
wording of these tickets and the advertising matter thereon was similar 
to that set out in the aforementioned circulars, but in a&dition thereto 
it was stated on the ticket that the Rally was under the auspices of the 
Anerica First Party. 


The Rally at the North Side Carnegie Lect ; 
Hall on November 10, 1943 was attended by Special i oe 
a the ababtepereD Office. 





“The audience of eens 800. perecns con= 
sisted chiefly of men and women past middle age. 
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At the entrance of the lecture ‘ball, Mrs. 
GERALD L. K. SMITH sold literature which included ®The Cross and 
Flag® and @ panaphlet written by Congres mean CLAIRE HOSEMAN entitled 
“Why Surrender Our Independence?®. 


The meeting 1 was opened with an invocation by | 
Father ALOYSIUS, a priest who has pronounced the invocation on previous - 
occasions when SMITH has addressed audiences in Peer and whose 
church is located in Emsworth, Pennsylvania. 


Mrs. LOHLE next introduced SMITH who sfter a 
few remarks of his own, called upon Mrs. LOHIZ to make a few remarks. 
Mrs. LOHLE told of her recent visit to Washington, De C. at which time 
She called upon various mambers of Congress to commend or criticize them 
in connection with their action on the Fullbright and Connolly Resolu- 
tions. Mrs. LOHLE stated that such a great amount of pressure was 
brought on Congressmen by the factions favoring these bills that many 
of them were afraid to vote against the bills. She urged those in 
attendance to back a movement to oppose this type of legislation and 
to put as much pressure on the members of Congress as those factions 
favoring these two bills had done. 


CHARLES A. MADDEN was next introduced by SMITH 
as a member of the American Legion who had fought in World War I and 
who was a defender of real American democracy. SMITH in the course of 
his introduction of MADDEN stated that MADDEN would be one of the 
speakers at an America First Rally in Detroit in the near future and 
that Mrs. LOHLE would also participate in this rally. 


pe MADDEN in a short talk criticized and denounced 
what he armed an "International Clique* whose plan it was to have this 
country join in sone form of world government after the close of the 
present war. He attacked the communists and stated that STALIN planned 
to take over the world. His entire talk was an attack upom the commu- 
nists, the New Deal, and exponents of world government. 


. SMITH next introduced Dr. L. L. MARION, pastor 
of a church in Pontiac, Michigan, as a member of the National Associa- 
tion of Christian Temperance. MARION then took the platform and after 
thanking SMITH for his introduction stated that in his 25 years of ” 
close association with SMITH he had hever heard of or seen SMITH do — 
anything other than the right thing. He stated that SMITH was America's | 
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Wo. 1 Christian statesman. MARION stated that. this sacle bad strayed 


- away from the daily religious principles of our forefathers apd that. 


in so doing we had lost the outstanding virtue of this country. “Se ~~ 
stated that if America was not saved soon, it would not be worth defend- 


“ ing. In a violent attack upon commumists and Russia's atheistic govern- 
_ ment, he stated that he would not believe STALIN "on a stack of Bibles®. 
He talked of religious persecution fn Russia and stated that commnists 


had been know to have murdered whole families of persons who were found 

to have the Bible of Christ in their possession during the Spanish War. 
He next dwelled at length upm a book which he termed "The Bible of the 
Anti-Christ" which he stated was a volume entitled "The Bible in the 
Hands of Its Creator* written by one MOSES GUBBORY. He stated that the 
mmmunist and atheist internationalists were working in this country to 
destroy religion, since only in that manner could ea destroy the demo~ 
cracy created by our forefathers. ae 


Ses 


. SMITH, who had introduced each of the Pecensing 
speakers, next pene: with a talk of his om. He stated that if as 
many as 10,000 priests and preachers in this country would devote only 
one Sunday in presenting to their camgregations the principles of gmatica 
First and would denounce internationalism they could almost entirely 
annihilate the evil forces presently at work in the United States. He 
stated that if all ministers could follow the example of Dr. MARICN, 
the future greatness of America would be assured. He spoke of his 
recent western tour which took him to Minneapolis and Denver and stated 
that an attempt had been made at Denver by communists and Jews to keep 
him from speaking. He quoted a Scripps-Howard newspaper in Denver as 
authority for the statement that this attempt had been made by comm- 
nists and Jews. He stated that the America First Party was gaifing in 
strength everywhere as evidenced oy the recent victory of JEFFERIES in 
the campaign for Mayor in Detroit, Michigan. He stated that the negroes 
in Detroit had been misled into voting against Jefferies through the 
efforts of the Cogmunist Party. He stated that the ROOSEVELTS should 
be taken out of the public life of this country: that WENDELL WILLKIE 
Should be deported to Moscow and that HENRY WALIACE should be sent to 
China. He violently denounced what he termed the communist leanings 
of the New Deal and its bureaucrats and internationalist conspirators. 
He stated that the internationalists who were backed by the International 
bankers and financiers, were planning to have us becom a party to an 





_ international world order based on representation in a world legisla- 


tive body where each country would have a vote based upon its population. 


_ 


and 3 


wut i» poe 

5 SME i oa ogy 
“ . ~ 

o- - a Rass : 2s, Res 


hee oe ae — ‘ante praised a ek faige® oy a 3 
- JOWES, a former official of the Office of Price Adninistrati 
‘Stated resigned from the OPA and was then prosecuted: op £ 


vindicated when he carried: ‘his 


ee oe elk Rig Ska 2 et 
“in, ‘hecig “tis” ‘Communisté, sated 4 wer Poy 
gain control of thie” country. by revolu- 
ung Communist Teague had recently changed 3 
"Youth For Democracy= and that the Communist Party would: “0. 
_atiempe to change its name in the immediate. e. fubure.. c ses : 


er et a : ‘ Rr, hae Peo m3 
seus ee e2% am yor a Aes Tr. Me Se ee tee ee ns aby. 


°° gerry violently oritdeized and — tee. 


he defended Father COUGHLIN and HENRY JForp: ~ 
inst ‘the | ‘accusations made against thes in this book. — 
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Federal Burean of Investigation 


United States Bepartment of Justice 
Detroit, Michigan 
Novesber 2 - 1943 


PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 


Director, FBI 


Re: GERALD LYMAN KENNETH nF: 
with aa ee Gerald L. Sauith, 


Gerald L. KY Schmidt; 
THES COMTTTEE OF 1,000,000; 
INTERNAL SECUR 


custopiat pen=vtioAL| (NFORMATION CONTAINED 


SEDITION. 


(62-143818) HEREIN i UNCLASSIFIED 


Dear Sir: DATE tof [pe 2- BY. x 








Reference is made to Bureau letter dated 
oe 18, 1943, in which letter the Bureau requested 
rt prepared in this case by Special Agent 
dated October 1, 1943, at Detroit, Michigan, 
en in accordance with Bureau instructions, 





In line with the Bureau's instructions 
there is being tranamitted herewith the report of Special 
Agent dated November 1, 1943 at Detroit, Soe 
Michi nce with Bureau letter. There are 
also being enclosed herewith the three copies of the 


report dated October 1, 1943, which 
in accordance with Bureau instructions, 










The offices receiving copies of this owe In 
report have been advised to destroy the copies of th 
report dated October 1, 1943 and substitute instant + : 
ah 4 at 
Very truly yours, d +) 
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material available for release to you. 
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Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


AI Document(s} originating with the following government agency(ies) ee 2 ae ee 
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—___—— Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 
sas the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon return of the materia! to the FBI. 
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SENT VIA 


To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 


7? peppers , 


. of, we re CCH1B0 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INV. IGATY 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUey’ CE DEFERRTD F 


TECEMBER 7, 1913 


Transit the following message toB8ac 


TETROIT 


GERALD L. K. SMITH, WAS, ET AL, INTTRNAL SECURITY, SEDITION, RXURTEL 
DECEMBER THREE LAST. EXPEDITE SUBMISSION OF REPORT CONCERNING SPRINGER 'S 
ACTIVITIFS AT DETROIT. 


HOOVER 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN (I$ UNGLASSIF 


ED 
DATE_24 ee. BY 


COPr» cA 
2 Sp ~. _}! 
06 Ocr pz OR Gite 
29 oto obec Wiss 7.207 


Per. te e B 


BE ae FSi ey 





wh DATE _24/es_ Bsc 


2 U,%, DEPARTIENT OF ASTICE 0.” 
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION = 


PECS 9 


TELETY A] (NFOPMATION CONTAINE 
BERENS ONSLASSIFIED 


Cit. GARLAL: OF UVES TIGATION _< 







Mr. Munsibe 
eet DETROIT, 12-3-43 - 11-21 9 PM EWT . gure. 
' : : OC f Mr. Quinn T 

REC TOR Mir. Nease 


EARN. ie) 
GERALD L. x VurrH, WAS, ETAL, INTERNAL SECURITY - G, eo WA 
USA JOHN C, LEHR ADVISED THIS OFFICE TODAY THAT HE HAD RECEIVED 
INFORMATION TO THE EFFECT THAT T IVIL RIGHTS FEDERATION OF 4 
DETROIT, MICHIGAN HAD TODAY FORWARDED A LETTER TO THE ATTORNEY D 
GENERAL DEMANDING AN IMMEDIATE INVESTIGATION RELATIVE TO REVEREND 


Ot emai se a Ae sage Peta: 


HARVEY Jef INGER WHO IS PRESENTLY IN DETROIT, MICHIGAN. LEHR. 
ADVISED FURTHER THAT A DELEGATION ALLEGEDLY REPRESENTING THE CIO 
UNION FROM PONTIAC, MICHIGAN HAD TODAY VISITED LEHR-S OFFICE AND 
DEMANDED AN INVESTIGATION OF SPRINGER. IT IS BEING NOTED THAT 
SPRINGER HAS BEEN CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH SUBJECT SMITH FOR SOME- 
TIME AND HAS ADDRESSED NUMEROUS MEETINGS FOR SMITH AND THE AMERICA 
FIRST PARTY. SPRINGER ALLEGEDLY MADE SEDITIOUS REMARKS AT A MEET- 
ING IN PONTIAC DURING THE PAST WEEK AND IT IS FOR THIS REASON THA‘? 
THE CIO AND CIVIL RIGHTS FEDERATION ARE el | , STI eae 
BY LEHR. MEETINGS ADDRESSED BY SPRINGER COVERED e¥c R= 


7 ed eee geee 
MANT AND BUREAU WILL BE ADVISED OF STATEMENTS MADE AS SO 





POSSIBLE. NO FURTHER INVESTIGATION BEING CONDUCTASARE & 
INASMUCH AS HE IS WELL KNOWN TO THE BUREAU. . 


\ 
a Bee a BUGAS 


nih AND HOLD PLS cA = Ar Or Me A 
AOD aN Fby}wasu pc cm a . ; 


Su teeter, 


M.D 





ME: AVEDTS DFROUNLAN ake Join Ray 
Carson, et6.}3 : ‘ 
Author of the took, "thder Cover." 


As a matter of information I thought you 
would be interested te know that ancordiing to 
information received fran a toctsrfoal survetlignoe 
at Detralt in conection with the Gerald Le K. Sith 
sedition investigation, Senator Gereld Pe iyp's attomey 
recently revicwed the book, "Under Cover," and advised 
Sevith that "nothing oould te dane rbout the book in the 
way of legal action by daith." i 7 | 


Saith is, of course, mentfoned a mber of tiucs 
throughout the book in a rather derogatory fashion and it 
would appear fros the inform:tion received that Srith 
requested Senator Nye's attorney (name not revealed) to 
review thoes passares anc acvise him as to whether any 
baris eppeared to cxist for a libel action, It is noted, 
of course, that the attorney's alleged opinion, sct forth 
in the first paragraph, apparently pertained solely to 
the ronarks mado in the book concerning Suith, 


Respectfully, 
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; | s {) My. Telooe . __... 


Ms EK. A Tamm 
* A] Mr. Bing... 
Federal Bureary of Investigation -, pegs 
United States Department of Justice SP Mr, Laid eee 
Detroit, Michigan 


November 30, 1943 





\ Director, FBI 


RE: GERALD L. KABTH, was, et al, [MP SHr = 

DECLASSiF.ZD By SP-€B7T/Mhe reel kor ae ae Ree eae 
re oS SEDITION Miss Gandy... 
———!0o[4/FP~_- Bureau file 62-1388 Picks ou eo. 


Dear Sir: 


There is bein t forth below the substance of information hy) 
obtained — whose identity is known to the b 
Bureau, during the per rom r &, through November 28, 1943. 
Be how c Informant advised under date of November 9, to the effect that 
Fathey-COUGHLIN was allegedly entertaining a bishop from China, and ay it 
Father COUGHLIN was to make an important announcement concerning this 










matter. 


On November 10, Informant advised that SMITH had received a con- 
munication from J. EDWARD<4 ONES of Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and that JONES 
inclosed a check for $650 for the alleged purpose of defraying the expenses 
of publishing JONES' book, "And So They Indicted Me." 


It was escertained through Informant that on approximately 
November 17 that the use of a hall in Buffalo » New York, had been denied to 
JOSEPH BTOFFEL, SLOTH's representative in Buffalo. 

It was ascertained that Reverend HARVEY JSPRINGER of Colorado 
came to Detroit on about the 19th of November for the purpose of conduct 
revival meetings in this area for a period of some Sines 

i)p ey ot 

On that same date it was ascertained that Mrs, P 
representing the mothers groups in this area had recently retumed from 
Washington and advised SMITH that while in Washington she had various confer- 
ences with individuals who were going to investigate the book, "Undercover", per , 
i f 
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Letter to the Director RE: GERALD L. K. SMITH was, et al 
November 30, 1943 | | INT. SEC. - G3 SEDITION 
a A I SLE Lae 
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It was ascertained that HARVEY SPRINGER was to address a city- 
wide rally in Pontiac on November 30. It was further ascertained that 
both SPRINGER and SMITH were attempting to organize the youth im this die- 
trict and suggested the name "Youth for Christ" to combat the organization 
"Youth for Communists". SMITH made various calls to ge local newspapers 





advising these local papers of: the recent change of LOUNS, COMMUNIST 
LEAGUE to ite new organizational name, and at that tim these calls were 
made, SMITH and other members of his group used various aliases and advised 
the newspapers that they were respectable citizens and that they were greatly 
perturbed over the new change made by the COMMUNISTS and as a result of this, 
- the "Detroit Times" later came out with several articles allegedly exposing 
oy. the plant of the YCL in their reorganization. It also pointed out to the 

Se ie people the fact that the new organization was nothing more than a substitute 
by for the YCL. 


oe ores P s 


It was ascertained through Informant that Dr XWARIGN of Pontiac, 
fa 
iv 


a long-ti licwer of SMITH, was apparently having some trouble with the 
OPA office in Pontiac, with regard to the number of gas coupons allotted to 
| him by the OPA, At SMITH's instigation, Dr. MARION set up a picket line 
ee Gey outside the offices of the OPA in Pontiac, said picket line allegedly being 
aa formed the expose the OPA's attitude toward the church. MARION claimed 

as through the newspapers, that he was the head of the largest church group 
in Pontiac, Michigan, and that he had beam advised by the local rationing 
official that the churches did not need the gas coupons; that the gas coupons 
could be used to better advantage by the war workers, et cetera. As a result 
of thik nickeat line. tha "Detroit Timas" and other fetroit newapapers carried 


ra veer —Tr ee = eee ———— aa TT —— = 


several feature articles with regard to the alleged discrimination shown by 
the OPA against the churches. 





The picketing of the CPA took place on November 26, 1943, and 
-at that time, although there was quite a great deal of epublica yy: no unusual 
f{ncidents took place. 


It was ascer ed on November 25, 4943, that SMITH had allegedly ~ 
enlisted the aid of RG ALDWIN, head of th CAN CIVIL LIBiRTIES © 
UNION, with reference to ‘the refusal of the Buffalo authorities to grant 
space for SMITH's meeting in Buffalo. by 
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Letter to the Director Ret GERALD L. K. SMITH, was, et a 
November 30, 1943 INT. SEC. -'G; SEDITION 


be done about the buok in the way of legal action by SMITH. 


Very truly yours, 


-1126 . 
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Cated October, 1913, whch hae megently becn CLetrtbe: by tie cory of 
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You will note "thet dries letter pertains rings rally Saxith's sly haliy toward 
Selling a book, "And So So They Indi.ted Be," written by J, Edvard Jones of Tatan 


2 Lou! et ana. You will recall thit cata eons log "Sones has eel b 
7c 


Jable to the Cririna) Division uncer the cartion, 
ALL INFOMATION CONT: NED. 
HEE co UNCLASSIFIED. - 
| DATE _7/,f_B 










~ 
: 4 aed ; 
4 to © Be a yt = 
fr fs td 
‘ ¥ at 
uf 
= . 
i 
ayy t 









—_— 


908 ne = o a 


pe WO 3 


con TIO N3 SECKay ! 


WAILED l2 eae 


me a 





EDERAL Busca} OF INVESTIGATION 
U.S, DEPARUMENT UF Juericg 





et ome eee 
Lary a . 
fon 
pres rs ie er . 
os i 
- . Ly, de 
eS ee ae 
vee , SD aes: So 
oh ee ae . 
na | ae : bs 4 7. a 
ze. i “ pe perio 
ye : F ett 4 o 
Pan hr arnt ee. r 


U 


XXXXXX 


AAXAKAK 
XXXXXX 


XXXXXK 
XXXXXX 
XXXXXX 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) 


: ____.._. with no segregable 
material available for release to you. 





Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 


Information pertained only to a third 


Whee 


Document(s) originating with the following govemment agency(ies) 





, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 








Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies): 


as the information originated with them. Vein will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 








Page(s) withheld for or_ the ene reason(s): 


a4 


af 
ee ee 8 eee Deis ee Aa 











For your information: On Cee — 











The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 
Ne a ee 


Ce 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXKXKXX 
DELETED PAGE(S) % 
NO DUPLICATION FEE ¥ 

xX 


FOR THIS PAGE 
XXXXXXXXXKXXKXK 


5 rence 


XX 


FBI/O0/J 


ea, eee | 
XX 


“e (eee RITE RR NR ne — RN GERRI name 0 


 aemmieed 


- A oo 


Oe Sete en ate lien enlitel 


ae re maaaass 








( -; ¢ ‘ 
ral urea of dnvestigz 7 
United States Department of sustice a 


Detroit, Michigan 
November 18, 1943 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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NFORM 
Director, FBI HERES: (© GNOLASSIFIED 
wes cermin t. x. Zam, DATE 2ofe/oz BY sP-tozted- 


THE COMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION: 
INTERNAL SECURITY; 

SEDITIONe 

(Bureau File 6213818) 


Dear Sir: 


Reference is made to Bureau letter dated November 1, 1943, 
and a letter from the Detroit Office to the Bureau dated November 9s 
1943, in connection with the above-entitled matter, 


Reference letter from the Bureau requested information 


relative to a certain book, ‘which Subject SMITH was alleged to be, 
selling at the tima of his! America Firat Veatinea | Th thie annwwmerntian 


—- 2 oe oe ew oe Ash WIHIAS we WIM Ye LV 


there is being transmitted ‘herewith a mimeographed article by Subject 

dated October 15, 1943, said article having been written on the letter- 

head "Théwross And The Flag." In view of the fact this particular . 
communication refers to the book, which the Bureau was inquiring about 

and whichwook, in all probability, is a book by J. EDWARD ONES . 
entitl itand So They Indicted Me,* this communication is being for 

warded to the Bureau at this time as a matter of possible interest to 

the Bureau. It is being pointed out at this time also that this 

particular communication allegedly went to all of the subscribers to 

Subject SMITH'S publication "The Cross And The Flag." 


Very truly i aa ala a 


man 
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F JOHN BROW and Mrs, LILLIAED 3, of the 
Fational Biee Star Mothers en Noveaber 13, 
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international eocperation, and pro-COUGHLINITS. 


- RU « 


4 CONTAINED 


TT 


} 


‘ALL INFO": 
afte Wee! 


HS [ACU ASSIFIED 


Letter from Detroit to Philatelrhia dated 11/3/43. 
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re Sponsored by Blue Star Mothers of Penna, “a 
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Rentel—$100.00 plue $5.00 for microphone paid in afivance, Cash, came! 


Chairman of the Neeting ~ CHARLES EDWIN WALLINOTOS, peels 
Speckers: Mr. WALLINGTON z 
Mrs, PARKS | | ‘, 
Mrs, BROWE - = 
Mr, GERALD SMITH, Detroit, Nich. | a 


Organizations and individuels present? 


Mothers and D ers of Penna., heated by 
ant Pe 


Bational Legion ef Mothers 










ent for Social Justice | 





=. 


Seated on platform! 


“Mr. and Mrs, GERALD K\QMITH, Nr. and Mrs. BROWN, Mre, LILLIAN PARKS 


and Mr, WALLINGTON, — 


WALLINGTON opened the meeting by telling of the good vork the women in the 
Blue Star Mothers and the Crueading Mothers were ¢oing and the interest 
they took in politics. He said that it was due to their efforts that 
euch an outstanding man as GERALD lL. K, SMITH was able to make a personal 
appearance in Philadelphia. 


He said these women were donating their time and working hard for the 
cause of America First which meant the American Flag and the American 
way of life, He said they needed money to carry on their work which 
should include a lobby in Washington. Girls took up the collection 
through the audience. Mrs. PARKS left the platform to keep an eye on 
the collections and then returned, P 


The andience was then asked to stand and a boy about 16 years of age i 
was called to the platform. His neze was announceé as EDWARD CONNORS, 
The audience was asked to give the pledge of allegiance to the flag 
under COMNORS' leadershipe 


Small postcards bearing the text of the Star Spangled Banner were lying 
on the chéire and WALLINGTON asked the audience to remain standing 


while they sang the first verse of the song. 4 soloist, a girl about 16, 


a oer 














“Gatrotuced as ELAINE DELVECCHIO, 104 ¢ 
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he singing with a piano accompaniste : 
She later sang a sole “Morning®. z ha / oe | 
The chatraan WALLINGTON then introduced Mrs. PARKS. : he recounted the =, 
difficulties which the Biue Star Mothers were faced with im their fight  — 


to perpetuate the Liberties which were being stolen from us by the | 


Internationalist minded and bureaucratic people in Vashington. 


She violently denounced the propoeed draft of women saying it would 
break up homes, She opposed any Graft of mothers and any effort of the 
state to supply inetitutione where children would be cared for. She 
said this sort of thing would break down family sorale,. 


She aleo opposef rationing and said it would be inflicted upon us for © 

years after the war unless Congressnen were prodded by their constituents 
and forced to do what the people wanted. Se aleo sald that at the present 
time we were losing at home exsctly the same things as our boys were fighting 
for on foreign battlefields. She predicted that our present foreign 

policy was leading to a situation of internationalism which would require 

an international police force with our boys being the policemen, This 

ended Mrs, Parke' speech. - 


The chairmen then introduced Mrs, CATHERINE BROWN. 


“Mr, Chairman and Fellow Americans! : 
Everyone Paha this evening is, I hope, one hundred per cent patriotic 
American who will, each according to his or her ability an‘ opportunity, 
aid in defending our Republic and Constitution against all of our enenies, 
either within or outside of our national boundaries, 


Tour main line of defense is the Congrese of these United States, the 
menbers of which are our public representatives to make er unsake your 
laws, who will abide by your wishes if you adopt measures and a plan 

of action to anforce those wishes. If you fail to do so, we and the 
millions cf unsuspecting citizens cuteide of thie hall will richly deserve 
all the punishment the neglect of our public duties will tnvolve, 5 , 


It has been repeatedly said, many, many, times, that "Eternal Vigilance ~~ 
is the price of Liberty", and today we have reached the most critical peried 
in the history of our Republic through being foreed into a global folly 

of huge dimensions. WE MUST FIND OUT THE SRUTH and es patriotic citisens 
force our Congress to act accordingly. 


Phe Philadelphia Branch of the Crusading Motherea of Pennsylvania, of which 


I have the honor to be President, is keenly interested in seeking the 
trath underlying cur national and internetional probleme and earnestly 





Philadelphia File $100-22780 


asks fer yeur substantial and practical eupport in our patriotic ees 
Our menbders volunteer their services and receive no compensation ether 
thab a sense ef public éuty to their fellow citizens, ; : =e _* 


A friendly Congressman told me while I was in Vashington easeuviy 

that we ehould maintain a lobby at Capitol Hill as being the most 
effective way to enforce demands upon Congress, Representatives are | 
mostly just ordinary politicians, and are interested in votes, We do 
have a few real patriots in Congress 

end who courageously act ani speak as true Americans interested solely 
in the protection of our Republic anf the high standards of its citizens, 


Bot na the lahhby eoate money 1¢ de un te yon and your fellow patriots 


www Ss Swag =~ =a ee A -—~ ww 


to finance it, “We, the Crusading Mothers, “will donate our services free 
if you will cover the unavoidable expenses, As an organitation we insist 
that our Remblic be protected from all enemies; that Congrese and 

every public efficial of our government obey the Constitutions1 law 

and that offendere against our Constitution Be aad pretshete 


We are opposed to "Union Now", "World Federation", and World Bank, or 

any neme or scheme which may be invented or proposed by the Internationzliste 
which will in any way infringe upon the complete sovereignty ef our 

Congresa, Republic or our Constitution. We are epposed te Bureaucratic 
Government and its rationing menace, We are opposed to Senate Bill 666 
whieh proposed to draft all men and women under the command of our globale 
minded President and we are opposed to any lew under the excuse of a foreign 
emergency which infringes upon our Constitutional rights as free sascleas 
citizens. The freedom we enjoyed before the New Deal started ite | 
war mongering we intend to regain and keep, 


Jaa; We are willing to help others ae far as may be possivie, but : 

Hot by sacrificing a single vestice of our sovereign authority as a 
republic or by the loss of cur individual freedom as citizens, or by 
accepting the low standard of other nations which Mr, Roosevelt has told 
ve is a pert of our foreign peeat 






You must see to it, THAT TE REM : 

YOUR PDICTATORIAL MASTER. If you agree, then WUOLEREARTEDLY and without 
fear, use a portion of your defense money, solicit noney from other real 
Americans to fight to a finiah for these patriotic Purposes gt 


There are more than 3% nillion homes in this nation ‘and at the door of 
every one stands a woman, The tise has arrived when you suet organise 
America's Womanhood against war and the thinge that pertain to war. 
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Modern vare are not fought for the welfare of womanhood, Modern wars are 

fought to plerce hearts with sworde of sorrow. Statesmen not politicians 

recognize that women are the guardians ef the home = guardians of ite 3 - 

morality, of ite gooiness anf ite purse, Yeu women of America can bring 

peace to thie continent 1f you realise your strength and uthize it te 

its best advantage, because sometine in the days te come we are going to fight 

second war of independence from British domination. I take dourage in the 

fact that in the coming revolt we are shackled enly by gold bracelets that 

are already tarnished and worn Shia by econtmic jangling, Phe tories with 

their long noses, branded the patriots vith the word "Fasoiet" until it came 

to mean something despised and dishonorable. We patriots today, remenbering 

how our Colonial ancestors éied at Bunker Hill, froze at Yalley Forge, 

resent the way our herd won independence has been hanfed back to the 

on a gold platter through foreign entanglements and 

international money-lenders. But if we do redeem America from the Internstionz 

‘to make our country once again the sweet land of liberty, we must carry the sti 

of *Fasciet® we wil) dear it with the eame spirit that leaf Patric Henry to 

ory, "If this be treason, make the most of it." | ; , 
} f 


” 


oars 


How that the veneer is wearing off, we see our future lies not in a military 
‘iavasion by Hitler, but in ridding ourselves of the international bondage 


‘in which we heave been kept unenspecting prisemers fer ever a hundred years, 
When these shackles have been broken; when the money control has been taken ont 
of the hends of thirteen families and returned to the United States Congrese, 
whea all the military pacts with Britain have been abolished and replaced 

with trade treaties of the world, then again we patricts can raise our 

hearts as the venerable bell rings out the words inecribed around its base, 
"Proclaim Liberty throughout all the land to all the inhebitante thereof", 


Let us recognize that we petrictic Americens are a distinct nationality of 
which every American, whatever his station or shade of belief is necessarily 
a menber--ORGANIZE, ORGANIZE, ORGANIZE until every American must stand up and 
de counted--counted with us--or prove himself wittingly or unwittingly, of the 
few who are AGAINST THEIR OWS PEOPLE, Thank you. | 


Mrs, BROWN then introduced GERALD L. K, SMITH as the outstanding America — 
Firater in the country a man who wae not afraid to stand up and speak his 
views deepite any criticism that was leveled at hin. -e = 


SHITG'S speech lasted approximately 2 hours and 24 minutes ineiuiing his 
Sales talk at the end when he solicited money and eubdscriptions for the 
Croes and Flag. ; ee : 


Hie renarke drew prolonged applause. He finally asked the audience to stop 
applauding but they continued just the same after a short while, 
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At the first mention of Father Coughlin's name in the speech they alnost 
wrought the reof down, At the end he asked for a show of hanis as te 
whether the truth haf been told at the meeting ani all Nands went in the 
air, He then acked fer the andience te say "Yee" and then asked for a 
louder “Yes® vote.  — 


SMITH started his speech with eassuaits to Mre, BROWNE aad Mrs, PARES, 

He commended their patrioti¢ activities and eaid that certain elasses -. 
of people held them up to sensure, I have been attacked by radio commentators 
and columniste like Walter Lipsohits Winchell, It is an honor to de 
condemned or criticized by a man like that. <A man who was brought ferth 

in the journalistic world by the racketeers of New Tork City, How such 

@ Ban could beoome a member of President Roosevelt's staff 1s something 

I could not stomach. I started a lower house investigation, I then ferced 
the naval affairs committees éf the House to investigate Winchell's 
commission, he was making $50,000 a year while commissioned, and retire 

his. (The audience laughed and roared approval) We are going to have a 

lot of fun here tonight and I am going to give you a lot of raw neat, 

Pight off the griddle. ; 7 


Then he picked up a copy of "Unter Covwer®, I want to tell you seme things 
about this book, it's tripe that's what I call it. I never thought I would 
see the day when an old-fashioned Christian American from four generations 

of preachere of the gospel like myself would be held up for ridicule by people 
who cannot epeak our native tongue without an accent. Not a day goes by. 

when I am not faced with being forced to prove ay Americanism to scene one 

who can't speak decent English. 


My father and mother are still living and have just celebrated their 56th ~~ 
wedding anniversary. When everything goes bad ani I am being investigated 


. by the FBI, OGPU, GIN and othere I have one friend in whom I can always 
‘ place confidence. She is the woman sitting on the platform with me, Mrs. 


SMITH and we have been married 31 years. 


In a recent address in the City of Detroit this slimy OARLSON, a foreigner 
in the country only a short while, aueing seven aliases opened his speech 
with an attack on our first citizen of Detroit, Henry Ford. Thies man 
attacks aen of the caliber of Ford who make it poesible for such vermin to 
come to this country and get jobs to support themselves, Moen like Nr. Pord 
who have made America a safe place for them to come tog I'd Like to round 
up about a million of these rate put them on a boat and send them back where 
they came frou. (A lot of applause anf remarks from the audience about 
sending them half way back and on a sinking ehip). I's poing to tell 

you the truth tonight and we are going to have a lot of fun, If you don't 
like it just cet up and leave, but I know that some of you have to go to 
work at different hours so when you leave I will think that is what is 
making you £0. 











Failsdelphia File #160-22780 


T am going to talk a long time. At the end if we have time I will be glat 
to answer any intelligent auestions frem the fleor. I do net like te talk 
politics when ve are at war but eur glode-girdling President with ideas — 
of a super—state with him at the helm forces me to do se if I an going to 
defend the precious heritage of liberty which was fought for by eur ancestors, 
Vietory is in the air, we can feel 1% all around us and what happened 311 


wver the bad) mited viates a Week age 2658 ere aeGas sv vo Ge 


With the present set of it cPoatioual tens end vetennebats ia pover is 
Vashington ve must learn to love America all over again, the America which 
our forefathers designed and the sacred flag which is an undying symbol 

of our rights and heritages, 4 would have been against a third term for 
Abraham Lineoln, I was against « third term for Roosevelt amd will be 
opposed to a fourth term if he should try to eontinne to usurp the office, 
Our forefathers, instilled with a spirit which no one can describe when they 
wrote the Canatitnution eat uP a aysten whereby tha Pizhts of the people were 
protected by a set of checks and balances, They designed the executive 
branch, the legislative branch and the jeiioial branch each one to check 
the other if ene became too strong. If a President remains in office for 
three terms, the time arrives when he controls the Sapreme Court. The 

men appointed are his friends and will interpret the iaws passed by 

Congress the way he wants them to be interpreted and will favor any kind of 
internetional and bureaucratic schemes which he can prevail upon his 
subservient Congress to pass. This same dictatorial tyrant is locting 

the public treasury to further his control of your life, my life and that 

of every American through the system of bureaucratic government set up 

in Washington, 


I would to God that there was no necd for a third political party in the 


The 4 aA States het whan wam tenes 2 Saeed ta Beene = Berna sbte and af 
vaheou we VGS SUSE FV BOS G&G 1mmiaz perpetuating @ “yecsey Cay sr. 


the U. &, treasury it is time we took drastic action. 


This family whose sons are commissioned captains and scicasis in the armed 
forces. If the President wanted to do something the American way his sons 
would line up at an induction center, take serial numbers like other 
American boys do, and earn any promotions which they could, 


My son ie on the high seas Sonight. He is in the Army, G04 only knows 
where. He is 19 yeara 014 and I don't knew what eoean he is on. Fut’! 


do know thet he knows that he is not natok to elect lara Roosevelt 
to a fourth ters. (Applause ) 


Now I do not like to talk politics in war time but if the time comes when 
we have to destroy all iccal tax collecting agencies ami ali etate and 
county set-ups of lecal government and depend upon centralised form ef 
government in Washington, it is a day of tyranny. 


We don't need any streamlined governsent in America, Hitler, Mussolini, 
Hirohito and Stalin have streamlined governments. If they get modes : 
you at 6 A.M, eff comes your heal at 6.15, In this country if the © rc 
President gets mad at you, the displeasure comes down through ral 
the state government, the local government and the Sheriff who mst pass 
you on the way to the barber shop every day and solicit your a a at ; 
the polla every twa ar fear years, just take the firat sates 7 
a i ae as . 
Re By thet tine the man at the head, the “President may have coeled eff er 
a eee he may be dead or out of office. One of the sest dangerous trends in 
oe America today is that towns and communities throughout the country are 
Pies wee becoming more dependent on the Federal Treasury to get back scme of the 
money they pay in, It is necessary to seni same one who mew some one 
who knew some one to Weshington to get a street paved in frent ef the 
: post office. If Franklin Roosevelt is besten and the tide turned back in 
- : Noveaver 1944 you ean tell your children that you Lived under Fascien 





“= in America in war time, You will mow victory hae come when the Roosevelt's 
ee 3 are out of power and there is an end te Pationing. . j 
e : 


A wasting was recently being afdressed by that card sharp mLT*CULaBRESON, 
who developed his ability as a card player in jail, he had nothing else 
SaReenemanE to do with hie time, He is now using his contacts with wealthy wives 
ae oS of influential men who know what is going on in the nation to sponsor 

a world union plan. In afdressing a meeting in New York recently he said, 
"My nomination for President of the world is Franklin D, Roosevelt.*® 


My sentiment and honest belief is that he ise echoing the ambitions of 
the President of the United States who wants to set up & super, super, 
duper government with him at the head ani a super-duper Congress which 
could pass laws for the world, I amaposed to anyone other than an 
American having anything to sey about any law which Americans must live 





: under. 
— Now I don't like to talk politice but I have demanded an investigation 
eee of the use of a Nouber to carry Eleanor to the Pacific. 3 don't know 


anything about the psychology of a wounded soldier. I never wae wounded, 
But if I were wounded lying on my back on a cot on an island in the 
Pacific ocean and saw Fleanor's puss hovering over se I'm sure I would 
never get well, 7 

‘i , 
Yo are dealing with a hard-boiled smart gale If ehe pean like you. 
she calls up ani has your income tax investigated fer the past ten years. . 


We are dealing with a aired that is introducing the element and technique 
of rawity into Amarica, f President Roosevelt wanted to do something 


re =-egur -g aus ww wwwrwereeTe eS —S- Fea 
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why didn't his sens stand in line at en induction center instead ef being 
commissioned. My bey ie a handsome 6 footer with six yeare of nilitary 
training tut eince hie name ie Gerald L, X. Seith, Jr., be will never get 
to be a private first clase, no matter how leng he otays in the Arnye 
Tonight he is leading a mule somewhere. 


With such secpie as Walter Winchell) and Brew Pearson telling their stories 
to the public anything may happen. I know that if I go down today er 
tomorrow I will leave a hot flame that will wot die until Bureaucracy and 
tyranny have been pat out of America. 


Here in the City of Philadelphia men like Vashington anf Jeffereon and 
Franklin and Adame charted the courses of this eountry 150 yeare ago. I! 
always thought people on the eastern seaboard kept your eyes on national 
politica and were active. I thenght you were as active as my friends 

on the West coast. I have been confining ny activity to the Middle West 

ani West Coast. I have more than 3 million signed followers, I have toured 
the area bounded by Pittsburgh, Buffalo, Rochester, Pee Eee Minneapolis, 
ané Cincinnati, 


Some time ago when I was in Hew York a westerner in high-heeled boots 
and high hat called and asked to talk to me. He said he wanted me to 
come to Denver and tell the people the truth about what was going on in 
the nation. They planned to hold the meeting in the City Hall and the 
rent was peid. I arrived the day before abd got up early the next 
morning and ordered a paper. 


On the front page was a story saying that the City Council had passed 
a resolution barring the use ef the Hall. My backere got busy to counteract 
the poison of the Jews and the Communists who were trying to stop the 


- meeting and it was finally held. After the meeting several menbers of 


the council came to me, congratulated me on my speech and the Mayor said 
he had never signed the resolution and was glad he didn't. 


We America Firstera are the balance of power between the olf parties, 

We are the balence in Ohio, Michigan and Indiana. Neither party can vin 
without us and we will give eur votes to the GOP if they do not give us 
another fake like Wilkie. If they do we will run a third party candidate, 


Wilkie was glamorized by Hollywood, brought out Ay Wall Street and financed 
by the whisky trust. I eould be satisfied with almost any o14 Republican 
for President. What we need is less President ani more Jongrese. I hope 
there won!t have to be any America *irst party. But if they try to foist 
Wilkie or something that looks or emells like him on us again, Father 
Charles E. Coughlin anf I will call ea convention and nominate some man 
like Reynolds, Nye, Wheeler or Lindberg. 


1 . “ ee foo. 
Yt ty bl eb Ate 
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I am going to iaakiaetes tomorrow and I will ask Seuater Bob Reynolde to 
take the stump acrose the oeenh? = Z una you have an i ashley “ hear 
him in Philadelphia. 


Ve won't be caught without a spare tire this time. We have an erganisation 
in 34 states and are completing arrangenents in the others, The ground . 
work will be laid and if necessary we will be the spare perty. I »s 
to you tonight that Gerald lL. K. Saith has no pelitical ambitions, an 
like an engineer in the Army who goes in front to test for bobby traps. 

If nothing happens to me it is all right for the others to come on. 


Z can only see the sweet consolation that only a true crusader can feel. 

I am a crusader and as long as there is a pulse in mywist epirit in 

my breast a beat in ny heart, I will fight to the deatharainst any citizen 
of a foreign country who can make a lew that my children will heave to obsy. 


Roosevelt and Churchill met on the Atlantic Ocean and spawned the Atlantic 
Charter and four freedoms. I don't consider them one half ae sacred as 

the Declaration of Independence written in this cradle of Liberty, Philadelphia, 
by Thomas Jefferson. Any deale they may heve made may be considered as a 
military alliance and strictly a business deal like lend-lease. Listen, 

Mr. Churchill, we are going to win the war but we are not going back with 

your empire, In a speech at Harvard sponsored by educators and Rhodes 
Scholars, Mr. Churchill had the effrontery and boldness to suggest common 
citisenship in the Britieh empire. We don't like it. (Applanee ) 


This bureaucratic form of government with the internationaliet minded people 
at the head of it have been responsible for war time rationing. Under this 
system I will give you eome authentio happenings which most newspapers 

did not touch, Courageous pepers like the Chicago aieomee New York News, 
and Washington Times did print then. 


When Harry Hopkins was married to a very rich lady and I saw him with a 
welled eye and one foot in the grave which mate me think he would never 

get married, after the honeymoon he came back to the White House and was 
having dinner with two-steak Bernie Baruch, You all know Baruch, He is 

always hanging around the White House. Phere is one thing I would like to mow 
about Baruch and if anyone here can tell me I would welcome the information. 
How 414 he make his money? I have tried to find out ay no one seons to mnoue 


Mrs. Hopkins was sitting around the fireside chatting with the group. 
Mrs. Hopkins asked Baruch! "When are you going to give me that party?® And 
Mr. Hopkins was there. 
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"Right avay", said Bernie. 80 in a few days the party wae arranged at 
Washington's most swank hotel, the Carlton, where it costs you $10 

a day for a room an you aren't allowed inside unless you have a reservation, 
Well they had thie party at which 23 kinds of food were served, including 

7 kinds of meat, with the country rationed. Favors ooneisted of perfume 
which #014 for $40 an ounce. There were 40 people at the party which cost 
$110 a plate. 


Leon Henderson drank champagne, ate am danced until 4 A.M, despite the 
fact that he has just given up his jeb with the OPA because of a bad back, 
and poor health, I don't know such about champagne but I do know that they 
had champsgne of the 1926 vintage which is the best in the country and you 
couldn't get it in Paris, I guees the Nasie drank it all. They had $2,500 
worth of it, 


411 this in honor of a man who had written a magazine article a few days 
before in which he told us that we sust tighten sur belts. Unless we throw 
these rascals out and we must do it quickly, the quicker the better, our 
standard of living will go lower than that of the countries which we now 
despise, 


That ie only one man in the Fresident's cabinet. Let me tell you about 
another the mid-wife of rationing, Let me tell you about Mr, WICKARD, that 
farmer who interpreted rationing for us. An enterprising reporter for 

the Chicago Tribune, an honorable peper, went out to Wickard's farm in 
Tndiane and asked for the Secretary. An old man met the reporter and told 
hin Wickard was in Washington. 


This old man was Wickard's father, raised in a different school where 

you were taught to tell the truth. The father showed the reporter around 

the farm, then took him to the deep freerer where he showed him 800 

pounds of meat, 500 pounds of lard, and 500 pounds of butter, They vere cer- 
tainly ready for rationing, why shouldn't they de, Secretary Wickerd had 
advance information, 


I have counted that hoard in terms of the stamps in my ration book and 
believe 1¢ or not it would take all of my stamps for the next 7 years to 
acquire that amount of food. I know I speak a dangerous language ani take 
my safety in my hande but I say that men like that should be serving time 
in a penitentiary. 


This ig not the only type of pereon which have swarmed around the New Deal 
in Washington. Communists have infested all branches of the government as 
well as industry. You find them in every federal buresu. These termites 

are in every high place as well eas in factories. They are like an air 
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bubble is your system. Ina leg ani arm er in a body ani it caly requires 


ome to reach the heart ani atop it. They boast that they have people in ever; 


factory in Detroit and could stop work in any er all ef the factories any 
Qime they want Bee 


This condition exists at home vhile the war ‘qoet on with a steadily rising 
casualty rate. If the wer continues ancther year we can expect a cacualty 
liet of a million and a half men. When those mon return eome without an 
arn some without legs end find ac work with idle facteries, the communiats 
will tell them the war was caused by capitalian, recruit them into aorene 
mobe and eupply them the rest of the slogans, 


But don't think that the ground ewell of reaction has not eet in. Let 
me tell you about the election we had in Detroit. We didn't have a mesey 
affair like you had here in ie a In Detroit it was fought strictly 
OB one iseue,. : 

i] 
SIDNEY HILLMAN, that New Deal favorite and legis for the fourth tern, 
moved into Detroit and mapped the campaign against Mayor Jefferice. He 
hed the so-called support of the liberal New Deal elements, the O10 and AFL. 
They applied the whip-lesh of unioniam to union members to force then to vete 
for this ticket but the members rebelled joined with the self respecting 
people and rolled up a huge majority. I am glad to speak for the forces of 
reaction which helped roll up this msjority and it was not confined te the 
eilk stocking wards, 


What do you call that clothes line section of Philadelphia? And lence 

eaid "Main Line" and Smith said: "Oh Yes, the Main Line." The people am 

the main line sections throughout the country particularly in this section 
think 1t is cute to crawl in bed with the Communists and play their little ga 
Just decause & man is making $50,000 a year doean't say he ie intelligent or 
has sense enough to join the right party. Oh No, I have 123,000 followers 
signed up in Detroit alone. The outeome of the elections in Detroit ani else- 
where may be a prophecy. I say to Franklin D, Roosevelt you hed detter aot 
TUR. ; : 


Then picked up a copy of "Under Cover", | 


Tis dock is a great ample. of overstatement. I¢ is such a great 
overstatement that it is unconvincing. If you say John Jones' wife stayed 
out all might you can convince some people and smear her but if you say she 
atayed out all night, held up a bank and robbed it on the way home and 
killed a policeman nobody will pay auch attention to your etatenent, 


I sount it an honor to de smeared in the same book with these men who 


are vilified in this tripe. Henry Ford, Father Coughlin, Senator Bob Reynold 
Clare Hoffmen, Genta Nye, Burton KE, Wheeler, senator Lundeen, David I, Walsh 
4 
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and Senator Hiren Schnee’ I have heard from areas men in Washington | 
that this beak has deem ordered inte the library ef sis recor poet an. 
the country. (Audienée shouted Oh Boo)! -_ .. i a Ae, ee 
T on going to say a word now and not aeons te any racial beetexsten Pa. 
of loyalties. But I say to the Jewish observers present tell yourrabbis : 
te stop praising thie book and urging their people © read it ani there...’ 
- will be less trouble. 4 Tk a ee i 


PM and Walter Winchell will make mere Jew baiters and create mcre anti- 
semitien than any other crganisation in America. I oan criticize a 
Methodist minister and he takes it in a friendly spirit, I can oriticize 
a Baptist Minister and he takes it in a friendly spirit, I can criticise 

a Catholic priest and he takes it in a friendly spirit bat if I say 
ta word about ii T an entices thie asd a ory of persecution is raised 
immediately, \. ag + 


Look at this tripe (he flared the en, it does not contain the name 
of one jew fiom cover to cover, There are 5 million of them in the United 
States. Are they all perfect, is there not one imperfect one among then? 


There is bible rationing because of the shortage of paper but thete is 

no shortage of this tripe to lure our children into delinquency. If you 
want to turn the tide of anti-semitism I can tell you one thing among lots 
of things that will help, do not circulate this book. — 


Let ne read a passage from the book. This alien of 7 aliases oak. a 

foreign accent has this to say of Father Coughlin and the Shrine of the 
Little Flower and it leoked like Coney Island on a Sunday with Father 
Coughlin taking the roll of a barker. Does thie slimy creature who went aroui 
among good citizens trying to make them commit some seditious act realize 
that when he criticizes a priest he criticizes the whole Catholic Hierarahy. 
One word from thea and the priest can be unfrocked and reduced to a non- 
entity.. ‘ a 

In Jamnizy « we ‘formed a spare tire perty. In 1940 they gave me the horse 
laugh but I think the horse had long eare, (He epent 15 minutes on an 
article by James M, Wechsler on the Macinac conference) referred to 
Wechsler ae the correspondent of internetionalisa, Said Chairman Spangier 
of the Republican party hed his ear to the ground and nose in the dirt, 

He heare the trend knows whet ie coming and can smell our power. There are 
50, 000,000 a al in the United States who think like me but will aot speak 
ont lows 


We deliver lend-lease goods to Britain under the arrangements of our 
internetionally minded President. They take off the labele and send the 
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goods to other countries. Phe best America Firat epeech made this year wae 
delivered by the five senators who visited 64 battlefields on their world 


tour. Mate up ef two veteran Few Dealers rubber stamp Keaé, a @ mab from 
oe 


Intell you the aime of the America First ccmmittee are to retire to 
Roosevelt dynasty, send Wilkie to Moscow, and make Wallace a milkean in 
China, My name ie Hot Peker Smith, I keep a het poker on the backe of 
politicians and ocengressmen who ferget you when the sun rises the day after 
the votes are counted. I tell them I am a tattle tale and I always have a 
big group of listeners in their districts back home, 


Just as it is impossible to keep Congressmen on the job without prodding 
so 1t ie impossible to get the truth from the editorial pages of your 
Philadelphia pepers. Ho truth can be found on the editorial pages of the 
Inquirer, the Bulletin or the Record, but the truth can be found in the 
hearts of real Americans who are working without citizens, 


When rats start to desert a sinking ship they do it because they can 

see disaster coming ani they etart for a better ship. They are like a ict of 
people who are deserting the New Deal and trying to get aboard our ship. Onr 
problem is to prevent these mangy rascals from stealing the election getting 
aboard our ship and robbing the people of the victory again ese they aid in 
1932. “There are more conepirators and more underground techniques than any 
one man can anticipate. 


I was a member of the olergy. I had a church where everybody was my friend 
but when this inner call to serve America came to we I decided to go out 

and set myself againet these politicians and character assassine, mowing 
that only faith would work in the fight. "Faith likes that of a little child, 
who looke into ite gother’s eyes expectantly and mows he will get the 
truth*. 


I have no desire to set any man against his belief or non-belief but no 

man has the right to close the Shrine of the Little Flower or silence 

Gerald L, K. Smith who puts Christ first and has the Aner ica nations interest 
at heart, 


The Rew Deal communistea and the internationalists have a way of Scgtvelitag 
our way of life. They try to pull wool over our eyes. I quote from 

the remarks of Mark A. Nay, professor at Yale University printed in the 
pudlic press that America must be prepared to see the flag of an internationa: 
nature fly above the American flag. Fo flag representing any organization 
concoction of nations or any world union will ever go higher than old Glory 
if I have the power to tear it down. 
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I mow there wae a meeting at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel in Kew York | 
where such a flag was designed. It bore the Union Jack, Hamner and Sickle 
and a yellow etar. I jumped on this rag in Buffale afd Winchell accused me 
of trampling on the American Flag. A woman whe wae preeent ané heard about 
it sent me a hand crocheted American flag. He produced the flag from his 
pocket. My wife eetimated that it containe over 250, 000 etitchees, 


Now do you want to take time out. How many would etay t111 aidnight 
to hear the truth spoken. Everybody said yes so in about two seconde he 
wae off again. 


He picked up a book called "Se they Indicted me", author Eiward Jones 

of Scaredale, N. Y, He told the people the edition of the book wae linited 
and he ha@ eecured quite a number of copies from Jones. Jones had a great 
deal of trouble getting it published after writing it. He had to etart his 
own publishing company. It le just the book that true Amerioens should read. 


Thie man was called to Washington to take eome job under the MRA. He was a 
successful business man and told the Hew Dealere that the plan would not 
work and wanted to get out. In return he began to have a lot of trouble 
including eome income tax inveetigatione. 


A mean who eaid he was Colonel Miles Lascar, front man for Mre. Roosevelt's 
business ventures including her column, caze to his hetel and Jones asked 
him what 1t wae all about. Jones pressed a little button and took a 
recording of the talk. lLaecar volunteered to etop the investigation if 
$25,000 were paid immediately. It might take more but that auch at least 
to etart. 





Jones refused, later he was visited by a man who had gone over hie beoks and” 
this man eaid he could stop the investigation fer $10,000. ‘The button was 
pressed on this conversation, Jonee went bome wae indicted dragged through 
the courte and broke, but he has since recovered and is a successful 
bueinese man, 


What is America coming to when people like thie are subjected to such 

treatment by those in power. Why your own Mrs. Brown wae maligned viciously 
by Carleon the author of "Under Cover" when he spoke at the Book Fair in thie 
city. This woman had no newepaper or radio to defen herself, Such remarks 


‘muet have tortured her ecul and made her euffer as the Bleesed Chriet 


suffered vhen the crowl shouted "Crucify him, Crucify him*. 


But things are different now. Those of ue who 41d not know a year ago 
whether we faced victory or a concentration camp know after last Tuesday 

a& week ago that we are going forward to a glorious victory. We msuat continue 
this work in Philedelphia. Hold more meetings and have such speakers as 
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Mre. Lundeen, Senator Reynolds, Clare Zoffman, Coma Bye anf Purton a : 
Waeeler address then, The next ene must fill the Grant Ballroca of thie. 
hetel, the next the Acadeny ef Masic and the lest one Convention Hall, | 


~-- Samet ie - . Fees — ra * we, ign. A dee ge 


“So then asked every ono vho thought the ‘truth had been epoken te say” 


Tes then say it _ lender, then raise their right hants Al hands went up. 


"He then procéeded to sell hie magazine saying that many peetings jost 


ended ani the people went home ani 414 pot know what to do. Mew I will tel) - 
you. He called the girls andi hai then hee out envelopes. On the back of the 
envelope if you wanted invitations to the next meeting you wrote your name 

eri the number of invitatiens which you wanted, ad were to be passed 

eat wisely. 


On the front you oats wrote your name and subacrided to Cross and Flag 

for 6 months for $1 a year for $2. If you took it for a year you got 

Jones book "80 they indicted me* for a premium absolutely free. Subscribers 
vere cautioned not te worry about the magazine it was sometimes delayed 

due to the fact that the postmaster read it os The weet was always 
interested in anything he 4id. ; 


Any other contribution which you wanted to make te further the work . 
of America First you were asked to place in the envelope and then seal it. 
Phe envelopes were thencpassed to the aisle and collected by the girls. 


He then held up a bundle of Crosse and Flag magatines, Announced that 
he only had thie limited mumber of copies with him but they would be at the 
door and anyone who wanted a copy could have it for whatever donation 

they left in the basket. He would stay on the pletform and shake hands 
with everybody in the audience who wished to meet him. By the time I got 
to the door the copies were exhausted but the people were still dropping 
@onations in the basket. Mrs. Parks presided ever the money as quickly _ 
as she could make the table. 


The following comments were made by , b 


SHITH himself is potentially a daapecoue man, He ‘im rabble- 
rouser and can sway a crowd. He has no regard for the truth as ei tnecasd vy 
= fact at one tine he said his sonws oa the ocean, another ‘ine leading am 


> 
~ 
Pt 


my es 


Ee pleys on emotions ap ie very eaters at the start to see 


‘that he has his feet on the ground. At the start he groped around a bit 


told one story about a tri-weekly train schedule in Kentucky. You got to 

a town and then tried to get away from it. It didn't go so big. Then he 
maie the remark about Bleanor's puss hovering over wounied men and the crowd 
roared. 


7 
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A minute later he told them to stop applauding practically teck ever the 
meeting for he now knsw what they wanted despite the fact there were many 
older women present. After that he would say semething anf in a cocksure 
way sey "Now you can applaud that if you want te" and he sever failed to get 
a die hand, He mew he haé them with hin. ; 2 

Many of the people who attended were almost fanatical in their Supinaea 
end other displays of emotion. This was true particularly among the nen 
who were near Be. 


Il was surprised at this crowd. They are not a lot of riff-raff as 

I expected. They are mostly older people, well-dressed and apparently of 
some Beans, Badly mislead by thie crowd who are supposed to be Soaking after 
their interests," 


a 


cpg 1 


{a 


wae ~~, 
~ 


“ee 
Ps 





vised that on the morning defo } 
ne meeting, him w th 1 cea tickets for the meeting saying 
that with these tickets ould be ab his detectives | 
in to listen to the spee ccording to also took tickets 
to the Pennsylvania State Police for the same purpose, 






-* Phe Detroit Office is advised that ED 2. long 
been known to the Philadelphia Field Division as a er on" to the bp? v 
fringes of law enforcement and a notorious "double dealer". 
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On Soccer 1, ‘1943, 
of the Bellevue-Stratford Fotel, eAvis 
galled upon by a committee that. day who demanded that the hotel revoke ~. 
its ement with Nre, BROWE for the use ef a room for eudject's address. - 
advieed that he Aad refused to talk with this committee and haf. 
ested that they should take the matter lphia Police 
Department. The writer was advised 
here @, that this committee, 
whe is known s office to have Commnistic 
ed themselves at the effice of the Superintendent 

ef the Philadelphia Police Department, They stated that hBcwas hostile 
to the United States Government and alleged thet he is anti-Senitis, 
ak anti-Catholic, ani anti-Negro and requested that the police prevent SMITH 
, from speaking in this City. ‘The names of the various members of this 
{ committee were submitted to this office by 9 e Philadelphia Pelice and 
= ae review of the indices indicates that all have been active in Communist 
enterprises and orgmizations. The Philafelphia Folice Departuent 
declined to act in thie matter and referred the committee to the Courts. 


re. It was learned from VE b’ 
Estes while in eta et a marie the following ie. one Er es: The 

oe P : N Agsociat _ ress, Philedeiphia Record, 
Eni Peep eee s 0088, 1 
chigan; recutive 500, Wash., | 


r © Penn sylvanias 























The calle made to the newspapers and press associations 
were for the purpose of giving a_pr eese, & copy of which was Ae 
furnished to this office by ellis: the Philadelphia Daily be 
Fews and is as follows? 





GERALD Le K. SMITH, National Director of the "America 
First Party” and Pédtor of the magazine, "The Cross and Plag* visited 
Philadelphia today. Purposes To address 400 of his leaders in Eestern 
Penneylvanta. ss oe me 


The National Eesiquarters of Mr. SMITHS setivities is 
Detroit, Michigan where a staff of 25 ssetatents handles his neil and 
pablic activities. | ee | 

SMITH announced today that Nacmmictees have ees feral 
in 34 states and ground work has been formed in every State of the Union, 
"We hope", said SMITH, "We cen support the Republican Party in the coming 
election, but if the Party follows (?)--~--leadership, our Farty will be 
om the ballot with the candidate. BOB REYNOLDS would sult me," 
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= SMITH stated in his address in FPailaéelphia tenight -. 
he would expose the atrocities in the beck "Under Ocver". He stated he 
would go from Philadelphia to prepare fer a Senate investigation ef the 
force behind "this diabolical dbeok.® 


4 permanent “America vires Party Committees is being 
formed in Philadelphia. | 


1. We supvort the War Effort 1008 
2. We oppose Vorld Gevernnent 
3S. We fight a phe Facien 
4. We fight Jew Deal Communien, : 


IT have instructed my leaders over atl the raaees States 
to cooperate with me on all "Stop-Wilkie" movenente,* 


ef the Philadelphia Office are negative 
as to ‘ bI~ 


ENCLOSURE: 
0 DETROIT FI DVIS 


Two mewspaper clippings dated 11/13/43, concerning 
speech given by subject on 12/12/43, at the Bellevus-Stratford Hotel, 
Philedelphia. 


REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGUIT 





waite s 
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WHE WASHIN F Te , , 
” ‘ 7 ¢ : 


Will ascertain the identity ef the subscribers for telephone 
nambers Adams 0088 and Executive 1000 and will advise the Detreit Field 
Division thereon, 
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12-11 
3818 _ 35 9 : 
oe 
Z 
Date: ae 
To:  Agaistan’ Attorney General. Tom Co Clarke 7 ; ae ee oe 
Fron: Jd, Edgar Hoover = Direetor, Perera Daren : of Tove entton +. Fe 
SubSect: GERALD Ly K, SHTTH : fas HER PE de og 
rar casei OF Ome MILLS ep Se eee 
INTERNAL SECURITY vo 
SEDI Trl we 
: , ee Aak ess ; wae 
7 For your additional information in sence! with your cons!deration 
ab of the investigation of this sub is attached @ copy of « further 
Se recort submitted by Special Agent at Philedelpnia, Femsylvania, 
Seo on Deoanbor 1, 1943. 


a : | : | bie 


ae ALL INFOPMATICN CONTAINED 
HEREAL IS EASED: 
ae | . DATE = BYee seat 


a il one aes caret 
<4 COMMUNICTIONS SECiio-~ & 
ee MAILED l2 ‘ ve 


% DEC 14 1943 px. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION | 430 a) 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

= _ ( | Arita Came OWNED AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN FILE NO. 100-£486 
} vu a REPOWT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPOWT MADE SY 
sae WASHINGTON, B. Co = |-12/27/43_[20/28311/22, > a: 
aa "GERALD LYMAN TH, was ee ee OS 
= teal THRSQMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION -| SECURITY MATTER - @ 
a 3.4] svNopsis oF FACTS: Ww aa 
bi aS yp 
ez — stated that SMITH was ant s an oteVe 
peo and anti-Hew deal, but thought he was mot pro- 
Bt Ae ee Fascist, He advised SMITH was a good rabble-rouser, 

- but favored neither German mor Italians, He furnished 

ee a copy of a pazphlet of the Committee of One Hillicn, 
rn and a copy of a speech ef subject SMITH, 
~ we on 

eee | : REFERENCE: (62=43818) Report of Special Agent b a 
—~ (62000818) Manors of Spectal seers 
ee : ALL INFDM*T!SN CONTAINED 
oe TEIALIAs = AT WASHINGTON, D, C. HEREIN (S UNCLASSIFIED 
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at which tine subject was head 
jon, with offices in the Pennsylvania Hotel, 









ttee of One 


mB OOD 7 ¥ «ye ag ate “ a. Mi +. 88C ‘ 

regard subj hel Wn , of whose y 
whereabouts is no aware, advised that 
these men made contacts for SMITH and arranged for him & . ca 
















ee COPIES OF THIS REPORT 
(Sim Burea 
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ras 











2 ~ Washington Field? gc. *” 
aoe , | 99° var 4 
» Pah Ds wy po, fez age ow, 
AF ais, S. ® CFTEIDAET TE erro 1-2 


WFO 100-8486 








that at one time arrangements vere wade 
fer SMITH to mee 


} a oe bet that the 
candidal: =. in 














and used *e radio tine, 
Im eonnection 





- the purpose of the Committee was to bring American 
feeling to the American | e It is noted 
to TH 









tion he advi 
gave spe ons in Akron, Oh Ohie, end for the Seiberlin 

Rubber Compeny, He stated that subject was definitely anti-~Comaunist, anti- 

C.1.0., and also enti-New Deal, However, he advised that to his knowledge 

he was not an tie nor pro—Fascist and favored neither the Germans nor 

Italians, stated that, in fact, subject SKITH favored only binself, 

He stated a certain extent SMITH attempted to follow the principles 

of HUEY LONG, bat advised that at best SMITH was a good rabble-rouser, He 

advised that he last heard of subject SMITH as being in Detroit, Michigan, 

and he has no idea what happened to The Committee of One Million, 


utor 6 enterprises, that the can Petroleue Institute, 


30 Rockefeller Plasa, New York Cit 








also contributed fund's to SMITH, He 
advised that to his recollection, = the go=between for 
the American Petroleum e ted that he believed 
wien - be connected with the Petroleum Institute as @ pbs relations 
Ce 





Bec stated that although thats was BO eas in 

hie mind as to a y of the subject to sway and arouse large crows, 

; however, he advised, that to the best ef his recollection SMITH was pro-Amerios 
se and hed never left himself open to oritioiam in this regard, 

Sees Te, made availiable a copy of a small pamphlet put out by The Co ec 

- Million, which solicited membership, and he also made available a copy of a 

radic address entitled “America, Awake!" This material is pele tranenitted 

with instant report to the Detroit Meld Division, 





ENCLOSURES to the Detroit Field Division: 


1 copy of a pamphlet of The Committee of One Milliea 
L copy of a speech of subject SMITH, . 
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eontributed to subject SMITH's en rprises, 


Will ascertain if subject SMITH received payment for speeches on 


behalf of the American Petroleu Institute, 30 Rockefeller Center, 
New York City, 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN PILE NO. 100-8486 


REPORT MADE AT 


WASHINGTON, 




















D.C. 





SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Listings of telephone number ADams 0088 and 
EXecutive 1000 set forth. 


yim 
REFERENCE: Report of Special scent SD data 
December 1, 1943 at P eiphia, Pa. 
DETAILS: : AT WASHINGTON, D.C. 
The telephone directory lists eras 1000 to the Statler 





Hotel, 16th a tre NW. W and ADams OO88 is listed 
to It is noted that 


8 a socially prominent 
LIX 












s also known as 
person jashington, D.C. 
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© pera Bureau of snuestigatto tt Se 


Bnited States Department of Justice 


Detroit, Michigan 
December 16, 1943 






Director, | FBI 


© 
Re: GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, 


with aliases et al. 
INTERNAL SECURITY = G, et al. 
Burean file 62-1,3818. 


Dear Sir: 

There are being transai th the enclosures by Z 
mentioned in the report of Special Agent dated Deceaber 13, 
1943 at Detroit, Michigan in the above en ° 

These enclosures were inadvertently omitted when 


the Bureau's copies of instant report were mailed and are, therefore, 
being transmitted herewith. 


Ta Very truly yours, 

| a bie JOHN S. BUGAS, SAC. 
as Oe sn a 
Ok 


/ re / 
RAD x 5 74 ec V. 5H YaRIP- : 
So ; 3 
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- FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
a Tris caseomamarspar DETROIT, MICHIGAN rus no, 100-7463 
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Gerald L. Schmidt 


| _ | SECURITY MATTER - | 
theStonmittee of 1,000,000 : | eeepeea | 





SYNoPsisorracts: On 12~1-43 at Hotel Secor, Toledo, Ohio, SMITH addressed 
approximately 400 persons. SMITH related the New Deal 
defeats in November 1943, adding that the America First 
Party was to a great extent responsible. SIITH attacked 

- WINCUHELL and CHURCHILL as meddling in U.S. politics and 

ae denounced WILKIE and ROOSEVELT as bureaucratic and inter- 

oa, te Jf ; feo national politicians. Guest speaker HAFVEY H. SPRINGER 
ae { o / oe 6 of Denver, Colorado condemned Communism, world government 

Y a oe a ‘a : and the changing of quotations in the 3ibdle which depict 


















\ the Jews inan unfavorable light. SPRINGER bpelittled the 
operation of the rationing programs, opposed lerd lease 
aid and condemned England and Russia for their world 


domination aspirations. ALL INFORMATS ON CONTAINED 
“RUC HERE i= UNE! LASSIFIED 
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SMITH would hold a rally at the Secor Hotel, Toledo, Ohio 


on December 1, 1943. 











AT TOLEDO, OHIO 


At 8:15 P.M. on Decembsor 1, 1943 GERALD ne 


Yational Director of the America First Party, addressed an 
audience of approximately 400 persons in the Wedgewood 
Room of the Hotel Secor loeated at Jefferson and PUpTEaOr 
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Streets in Toledo, Ohio. To gain admission to the hall, it was necessary to 
present a card of admission. An extra admission card was obtained and is. 
being placed in the 14 envelope of instant file in the Cleveland Field Office. 


On the platform, in addition to li. SM'TH, was Rev. HARVEY Hy 
“TSPRINGE 32, Pastor of the First Baptist Church and Tabernacle, Englewood, . 
oo te editor of “Yestern Voice", who was a speaker at the oauee 
Mrs. “QPRINGER also sat with her husband on the platform, | 


SMLTH opened the meeting with a few words outlining the 

program. He then entered directly into his speech, During the course of 
a : his speech, the Lord's Prayer was recited and two stanzas of "America" were 
ee ae Sung. At the conclusion of the meeting S°“TTH asked all to stand and pledge 

— = allegiance to the United States flag. He stated that of the three conventional 
as methods in saluting the flag he uses the hand over the heart method. He said 

— that another metnod is the military salute, and still another is extending 
one's arm the full length with the palm upward. However, Mr. SMITH stated 
that he would never use this latter method because his enemies would accuse 
him of saiuting in the Fascist manner with the palm turned downward, 





S'2TH reviewed the New Deal defeats in the November 2nd elections 
and stated that he felt the America First Party was largely responsible for 
these. He passed out mimeograph covies of the November 15, 1943 article of 
Li PAPLLUCH (Ry, noted Wasnington, D.C. news correspondent, wnich praised 

SMITH as a: spectacular orator, a strong political power, and a vigorous anti- 
New Deal campaigner who has been reaching every class of the electorate during 
the past year. A copy of this mimeograph article was obtained and is being 
maintained in the lA envelope of instant file. 


SHITH then attacked WALTERXVINCHELL stating that WINCHELL's real 
name was WALTERALIPSCHITZ which drew a great response from the audience. He 
stated that men like WINCHELL were really responsible for the rising tide of 


anti-Semitism in the U.S. and that he, al onc with several others. were respon—- 
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Siole for the Navy Department's action in taking WINCHELL out of uniform and 
dlacing him in a retired statuses 





SMITH then went into a long attack on CHURCHILL and England, 
reviewing America's fight to be free from England and the vicious attacks that 
England has made on this country in the past. He repeated CIVP CIITLL's state~ 
ments that England owes America no war debts, that if America would have 
Stayed out of the last war England dipeaaae have won it sooner and with the loss 
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done away with that "nasty business" of keeping lend lease books reflecting 

how mich England owes the U.S. and hopes to continue on the same basis efter 
the ware He opposed the World Government plan as a tool of England and’the ~ 
international bankers with whom ROOSEVELT and WILKIE are. affiliated, SMITH 
constantly referred to the latter two men as "TWEEDLE-DEE WILKIE® and nT WEEDIE= 
DUM ROOSEVELT." 


~ aa 


SMITH criticized the ROOSEVELT family as oe over ambitious 
and attempting to set up a "Roosevelt Dynasty” in the U.S. He also criticized 
: WINSTON CHURCHILL for entering politics in the U.S, and referred specifically 
ioe to his speech at Cambridge, Mass. and also the speech made by CHURCHILL in 

: England on November 9, 1943 in wnaich SLITH alleged CHURCIILL told the people 
: that if ROOSEV=LT was not re-elected, it would be a calamity, 





SMITE advised all Jews to stop their vicious attacks and to 
commence to create good will or suffer the consequences. He then introduced 
HARVEY H. SPRINCHER, Editor of the "Western Voice*® and 3aptist Liinister. 





Mr. SPRINGER, a 6* 6* Westerner, who claimed to be a cowboy, 
ranchman, preacher and editor, started out by stating that he was not interested 
in politics, knew nothing apoout politics and was not going to mention politics 
in his speech, then proceeded to give an hour and half entirely political talk, 


SFRINCER belittled the rationing program as being mishandled, 
unnecessary and a punishment of the American people, He stated that oilwells 
out his way were only allowed to produce 20 barrels of oil per day when they 
coulda produce a 1000 barrels a day for the next 1000 years. He stated that 
several years ago, Mr. ROOSEVELT had bought the best cattle on his ranch and 
ordered them shot in their tracks, allowed no one to remove any meat and 
decreed that they should just lay until they rotted away. He accused the 
rich and the bureaucrats of having plenty of all rationed goods and stated 
that tnere was in reality no shortage of anything in America but that the 
Bureaucrats were using the rationing program as a sword over the heads of the 
people, 
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SPRINGER condemned the world government plan and stated that 
one reason for his opposition to it was "because Erfand is for it", He stated 
that England has never done one thing for the 0.8, in the past except cheat 
us out of everything but our skins and that anything involving England and 
the U.S. wnich England favored would be much more to her benefit than the __ 
benefit of the United States. He opposed the replacement of the American flag 
by the flag of the Gnternationalists" which contains a yellow star, the union 
jack and American red and white stripes and stated that as long as he breathes 
no flaz will supplant "Old Glory", 
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SPRINGER ceca the Siangine of the Pible by the Jews, such 
as he allered was being done, to remove all anti-Semetic passages. He quoted 
a mumber of Bible passages which he alleged had recently, due to Jewish 
oressure, been removed from the several million new Bibles recently printed 
for distribution to American service men. 

1 

SPRINGER condemned Fascism, Communism, and all other "“isms* and 
rebuked England and Russia for their policies of World Domination stating 
that iaag: in this country Russia is preparing for the day of a revolution 
at which time the U.S. will be converted to Communism. He opposed any lend . 
lease aid as long as MACARTHUR wants for a single bullet. He stated that if. 
England and Russia considered themselves such great nations with immense wealth © 
and the vest forms of government, why then not. let them foat the bill for the 
present war instead of America, ~~ 


SMITH again took the stand and belittled the administration for 
about 5 minutes during which time he had envelopes for the subscriptions to | 
his magazine "The Cross and the Flaz" passed oute SiITH also nassed out 
contrioution envelopes and annvounced that all should contribute to the utmost 
for his patriotic crusade. He announced that in the near future he intended 
to have Fep. CLARE HOFFMAN accompany him on atoure SMITH also stated that 
at the door ali could obtain, for a nominal sum, copies of the latest issue of 
the "Cross and the Flag" and copies of the newspaper of HARVEY H. SPRINGER, 
"The Western Voice". Copies of both these publications were obtained by the 
writer and are being maintained in the files of the Cleveland office, 
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GERALD LYMAN KENNER SKITH, with aliases: 
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Information received from to the Y? ss =. 
effect that SMITH was making arrangements with 
J. ErGONES of Louisiana for SKITH to handle 
publication of JONHS' book "And So They Indicted 
Me" in Detroit. Informant also states SLITH 
assisted > Sa of Pontiac, Michigan, (9 (?7' | 
in picketing OPA office at Pontiac after Al é 
had been refused gas ration coupons. Reveren Sf 
HARVEY SPRINGER of Coloredo came to Detroit about 
November 19, 1943, for purpose of addressing 
various revival meetings and may possibly still 
be in Detroit. SPRINGER addressed a protest An 
meeting in Pontiac, Michigan, for MARION and at : 
that time more or less ridiculed OPa for alleged AS 
pope arsine aguinst MARION. SPRINGER? also) a. | 


he has been persecuted by OPA in Colorado,:.. - p a, le 
advises SPRINGER'S speeches anti~ “fa ei ae 
stration and ents Semitic and details of pap, */ <> ee 


his speeches set 































3 ie 





KY esr RoyeD or Fol 4-34) DATED 5-26-C 


iS | R 
ea Rees o¢F RB Satal i — b9 
Cc dated November Ly ames: at Detroit Michigan oe 


age tt 













! DETAILS:  —«‘The title of this case is wing marked chang 
bs delete "The Committee of One Million" as it is 
See dissolved and to add the "AMERICA FIRST PARTY." 


FORWARDED: TFA dD ATS Pe cen DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


VESTROYED 


5) Bureau —_O 


2 ~ New York 


















(DE 62-1126) 


riye 














a 

Ie Ports reflecting his observations while in attendance at these meetings. 
aa These reports are being set forth verbatim in so far as they pertain to th 
ig instent case. 


"America First Meeting, Maccabees Building, 
September 28, 8:15 p.m. 


yb 
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ua 
< "Smith appeared on the stage amid applause and announced that 
= he just wanted to test the microphone. The meeting began shortly afterward 
ws with the singing of the first and last stanzas of 'America'. This was fol-~ | 
lowed by the Lord's Preyer. : 





"Smith began his evening's talk with the assertion that America 
had become a decadent nation, that we had lost our fundamental morality. That 
: the church was dominated by weak-kneed modernists who were scared of everything 
: but the collection plate. Our morals, he asserted, were dictated by 60 Jews 
£ on the PBX Board in Hollywood, who advised young people on how to kiss, how to 

have sexual intercourse out of wedlock, how to embezzle bank funds and get away 
= with it. He said the movies could be a wholesome form of entertainment and 
education, but the men in control made this impossible, 


: mye are confronted with a conspiracy to take Christ away from 

i us. ‘Jith the Christmas season coming up, from the Boulevard down to the river, 

, we could not find a store carrying Christmss cards with the name of Christ on 
it. ‘They’ had conspired to substitute the X for Christ, a sleigh for the 
Manger, reindeer for the humble donkey, and Santa Claus for the person of Christ. 
Dr. Meyer, pastor of ane of the largest congregetions in America in St. Louis 
and conductor of the Lutheren Hour over the radio had been visiting Smith in 

his howe, and Smith had told him that if he would urge the people over the 

radio and if every priest and preacher would join him in this ~ to refuse to 

buy these cards, they could soon put Christ back in Christmas. 
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tHe spoke again of a committee of Communists and Jews who had 
tried and succeeded in getting the government to exclude certain parts of 
the New Testement from the testaments going to the soldiers. 


"He quoted from a copy of the Washington Post (saying that if 
he hadnt’ seen it in black and white, he wouldn't have believed it) to the 
effect that Mrs. Roosevelt had been invited to speak before the Optimist Club 
in Johnson City, Tennessee. They guaranteed her $1,000.00 to speak and spent 
$500.00 to advertise the meeting. But they could not sell the tickets and up 
to the time of the meeting head raised only $300.00. It was necessary to raise 
$1,200.00 more to pay for the advertising and Mrs. Roosevelt's fee. They told 
their problem to kirs. Roosevelt, and she said she could not speak unless she 
received the amount cueranteed. So they got the money from a local bank and 
signed a note for thirty days for the money. They were unable to raise enough 
to meet it, and had to get permission to hold a lottery for a car, So the — 
postman got a car for £1.00, and the natives of Johnson City call it sleanor's 
car. 


"Smith said he was not an admirer of royalty, but could his aud- 
ience imagine the Queen of Englend demanding $1,000.00 to address the poor 
people of some English mining town, 


"But this incident, he said, was typical of the Roosevelt dynasty, 
of Hew Deal Comminism, bureaucratic fascism and materialistic nazism of the. 
present administration. 


"Smith said that by next summer we would be experiencing star- | 
vation, that there would be many days when we would know what it was to go to 
bed hungry. While the communists of Russia and other aliens were eating but- 
ter, we would have oleo. Our boys were not depriving us of one mouthful of 
food. They were getting no more than was necessary themselves. 


"The shortage was due to the New Dealers defying the laws of 
God, the laws of nature, the natural law of supply and demand, If we were 
governed by natural lew there would be no shortages. During the years of 
plenty, the New Deal plowed under our surpluses, killed the little pigs and 
limited acreage. 


~ 


"He repeated events of his visit with the governor of Louisiana 
on the train during his last western trip, reported previously. a then began 
the prelude to the Waltz of the Dollars. 


"He spoke of having met J. aiward’ones at the airport in Detroit 
where the latter stopped briefly during a recent trip. He reminded the audience 
of his last speech in the Crystal Ballroom of the Book-Cadillac where he had 
previously mentioned Jones, He repeated sa etety of the efforts of Harold 
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Soh Ickes to 'get' Jones after he (Jones) had resigned as oil co-ordinator for 
ike the independent oil producers under NRA. The name of Mrs. Roosevelt's per~ 


sonal secretary who attempted to ‘shake down’ Jones to 'fix' his indictment 
was. Col. Miles Lasker. 


"Ickes is still holding the grudge, his latest deviltry being 
to call Jones to Washington to explain using several 'bullets' without priority 
to bring in a well of high octane gas so vitally needed for ovr air force, and 


in which kr, Jones Louisiana oil fields abound. | 


"He said that Ed had told him he could héve ali the copies of 
his book, "And So They Indicted Me" that were left. Tonight, Smith said, all 
donors of five dollars’ or more would receive a copy of that book. Jones conid 
not find a publisher feerless enough to publish the book, nor a printer to 
a print it; so he had to set up a printing press of his own to run it off. Then 
ee the New Dealers banned it from the bookstands. 


hg 


aid "On the envelope provided, contributors were to mark down the 
5 number of tickets they wanted for the next meeting in the Maccabees Building 

on October 7 when the Hon. John Loughman of Chicago would discuss "International 
Intrigue 4n the Light of Current Events." 


A "Before introducing the speaker of the evening, Dr. Harvey H. 
Springer of Denver, Smith cautioned the audience that the meeting” did not end 


with the message of the evening. This was for the benefit of strangers as the 


‘reoularst knew encugh not to start out until the meeting was formally closed. 





"We were fortunate, said Smith, in having such a dynamic repre- 
sentative of America First principles in the west as Dr. Springer. Mr. Smith 
‘\¥ has taken Springer into some oz the best hotels and restaurants in the country 

-+ and what he liked about the doctor was that no matter where they were, he was 
: not ashamed to bow his head and thank his God before each meal. 





- "Dr. Springer had personally underwritten the entire expense 
a of the Denver meeting, and Smith wented every person in the auditorium to show 
his appreciation by subscribing to Springer’s weekly, ‘The Western Voice.' ‘He 
does not chisel on his subscribers like I do,' Smith said; ‘He gets out his 


paper every week; while mine is published only once a month.! 


y 
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"Acknowledging Smith's introduction, Springer stated that he 
feared he had been over-advertised, that he was only 5' 17" tall and weighed 
195 pounds. He was just a Bible-believin', God~fearin', gospel=preachin', 
rootin'=tootin’ son of a backwoods bowboy preacher. He was substantially cor- 
rect in his physical appraisal of himself, He is loose-jointed, lanky~limbed 


with enormous hands that swing loosely from long ams. Speaking, he sometimes 
bends at the knees, body tilted slightly backward, right hand cocked in the air 
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pointing upward; in this stance he is the conventional cowboy letting loose 
with a 'yipee-ki-yi-yo.'! His face is oval with olive complexion, smooth 
black hair. When he approached the microphone, he cocked his head to one 
side next to it as if he were going to dance with it cheek to cheek. He 
smiled a half-moon smile, displaying a good set of white teeth. At that 
moment he looked like the best of the photographs which were exhibited at the 
previous meeting advertising his coming. He is an effective poseur. 


"He told his audience that before he spoke he always asked God 
to bless the sermon to His best ends. He hoped that his audience would pardon 
this if some of them were not believers. And so he prayed for the blessing of 
God on the evening's proceedings. He thanked God for such 'Christian states- 
men’ as 'Doctor' Smith. His prayer, in effect, was that of the Pharisee,. 
Substantially, he thanked God he and ‘Doctor’ Smith were not 4s other men 
were, Democrats and sinners. 


"Following the prayer, he thanked the unbelieving portion of 
his audience for their indulgence. He too reviewed the meeting in Denver, 
which the commnistic City Council, headed by Rosenthal, had tried to stop. 
Then he gave something of his political background. He said he had never be- 
lieved in mixing politics with religion, that he had never tried to influence 
the vote of his congregation. He had voted against Roosevelt because he had 


- brought liquor back, but not until the last two years had he engaged actively 


in politics, 


"Later in his address, Springer stated, ‘You can take anything 
I've got, but don't mess around with my wife or my religion.' But his reasons 
for entering politics were: 1. He couldn't get gas for his car when he had 
eight new tires. 2, After turning in the extra four of his new tires and one 
of the others had blown out, all he got after waiting four weeks was ‘one 
little old measly recap that wouldn't last five miles.' 3. His wife couldn't 
get thirty pounds of sugar for canning. He was in Old Mexico when the tire 
rationing program went into effect. He bought four new tires there, not be- 
cause he was a hoarder but because he always made a habit of having a reserve 
as he was used to driving fast to get from one place to another in the wide 
open spaces. ‘When gas rationing went into effect, his local board wouldn't let 
him have gas, saying he wouldn't be in business more than four weeks. Then 
his wife applied for thirty pounds of sugar for canning, but they said, ‘No 
sugar for Harvey Springer.’ He assured his audience that the time was coming 
when people would be refused food unless they voted 'right.' 


tHe related his experience in trying to build a tabernacle in 
Denver, The communist council (whom Springer resolved to put out of office 
at the next election) refused him a permit. So he built the tabernacle just 
outside the city limits. Then he asked the city for lighting facilities. All 
that was needed was a forty foot extension from the nearest pole. But that 
was refused, But a member of his congregation donated a special unit of the 
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type used on farms; so they were. ; auppited xith ‘ghtang. That was “enough for: 
Harvey Springer. He. was convinced there was & conspiracy to undermine the. 
preaching of the gospel of Christ. ‘So he told his wife he was going to fight, 
he was going to get .into politics. © The first thing -he did. to acquire a tala 
neces educstscn was to. spend ¥9e 00 for the Congressional Record. © 2s eS 
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© “That was the Geteohie Gon to his ‘spesch. " Daring it he La ~ 
ieee in’ @ ‘two-minute ‘epithetical description jn quaint coined words (sup~ < - 
_ posedly of cowboy origin) “of his anti-Christian adversaries... He spoke at the . _ . 
_ top of his yoice and did ta take a single breath a he was RNY and oe , 
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4 “nthe subject. of his: talk % yes i the Ynterrations lists ana ‘the | 
es wide Gaia: ‘Spaces', and his Biblical ‘text was “from the Old: Testament, "Remove _ 
not the ancient: landmarks thy fathers have set up.' Both ‘gubject and text - . 
‘were never again referred to, The main topic wis well-organized, however, mae 
and was undisguised anti-Semitism, interlarded by such remarks. as ‘They'd ~ . 
better not fight with mé; 1] don't fight. fair - 1 fight to win',  aaet Brother i 
che: Thank 7PM, ue Aad Cee = Me, i Oe eee he 
Mie kee ees Ne eo . 
Sees one with {iret eyidence: of “the "Jewish: ‘eqhspiracy ‘presented by 
Springes, was the Dgtroit Times, ‘your own ‘paper’, containing the testimony of . 
_ f your own congressman;' ‘Representative George: Bradleye ‘Bradley denounced the re 
Austin-Wadsworth Bill $666-a3 setting. up an American Gestapo which would put <=" . 
Hitler's. to Shame, ~- He alleged 4t would make. unwitting agents of. the. block~. 
leaders. of the OCD.:. The number of the bill, Springer declared, was no mere co~ ‘a * 
fnciderice but was plainly prophecied in’ the Book of Revelations, ‘and they shall ~ 
neither buy for sell “except. they bear the mrk ‘of the beast.' (Notes ~The . ~ 
number 666, many fundamentalist interpreters ‘of -Biblical- prophecy declare is 
the sacred. ” nunbéer of the- Revelations ; however, the same interpreters once ‘gaid. 


the Blue Bagle-of NRA was _! the. mark ‘of the ‘beast! foretald by John): 


: e Spader Feferred ‘to‘the ‘pill. aa a ‘ble iabor bill,  ipiate's 
ine the thirteenth amendment prohibiting involuntary gervitude,. Springer had 
wired both the Segators from his‘home state t6 vote against passage of the bill. 
He read their ‘replies. He “ridiculed Senator Milliken's statement that he would 
not vote for it unless he was convinced that it was absolutely necessary to: pee ee 
win the war. Milliken. said he would follow the ‘debate attentively, listen te. 0" 
all the evidence. Process father all the aBetee he could get and ‘vote accord oe 


Ope 8 ee RE 

’ naithought he said he <itedgeess with Senator sonieca: Springer 
praised Johnson's unequivocal denunciation of the bill. If anyone had pro- — 

posed such a bill thirty years ago, he would have been kicked out of office ~ 
and tarred and feathered. Although the eta is — in peed the objectives. 

. have been attained in some degree. .. 
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"Springer's brother was an engineer with the Emerson Electric 





Pa: Co. in St. Louis. The doctor told his wife that she mst go west. So her 
ad brother sent his family out and asked his company for a transfer. They re- 
ae fused and threatened that if he left, they would have him slapped into the 
| army the very next day. ‘But,' said Sprincer, ‘my brother is little like me. 
4 He did just as I would Mmve done. He joined his family.' 
- "Springer cited ano ther similar instance of a earpenter in 
FP Muskegon who had three “children and a wife who had been in the hospital three 
years with tuberculosis. His company had him taken into the army and he did 


not even get the opportunity to say good—bye to his wife. 


That is behind all this? Springer asked his audience 
rhetorically if anyone of them thought in 1936 that we were to be involved in 
awar. Although his question did not require an answer, there were several 
volunteers and numerous cries of tI did.’ Another said, 'In 1933.' Springer 
aor went on. He asked his listeners to write the Superintendent of Public Docu- 
=| ments in Washington and ask for No. 944, Section 4. This he read. It anti- 
= cipated a war, proposing an industrial mbilization plan and military con~ 
: scription. Then Springer burst his bombshell. No one he said could have known 
there was going to be a war — unless he had planned it. The report id cited 
was written by none other than the Jewish international financier ? Be 
Baruch. The audience booed. 


5 
B 
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"T'm a Christian,’ said Springer, and added his bible-believin' 
routine; 'I believe in being charitable. I believe if Baruch is going to run 
the country they ought to give him a nice soft pillow for that ee bench 
where he runs it.' 





ol "Springer denied being anti-Semitic although people always scid 
2, he was. He said after one meeting, two Jews came down the aisle and said, 'We 
sane don't like what you just said about the Jews.! 'But I didn't say a word about 


the Jews,' Springer remonstrated. ‘Yes you did,' they insisted; "You attacked 
Bernard Baruch.e! Springer said that he had also attacked Roosevelt, Wallace, 
Willkie, Hopkins, but no one accused him of being anti-Gentile. 


"He quoted from a petition circulated by the Federal Council 
of Churches of Christ in America, using his own manufactured edjectives to 
describe that ‘modernist’ organization. The petition was sent to clergymen 

to get their aid in combatting anti-Semitism and the teaching that the Jews 
i killed Christ. Springer used the term 'Christ-killers' in connection with 
the Jews. That the Jews did not kill Christ, Springer asserted, was not re- 
corded in his Bible, and he quoted from the Book of Acts, ‘And Peter said, 
'The Jews killed him.’ (It would be interesting to obtain this Bible- 


believer's opinion of such texts as that from Christ himself: ‘He who c 


Israel I will curse him; he that blesseth I will bless.’ Paul: 'I am 
Hebrew of the Hebrews'., The song of the angels: ‘And thou Bethlehem in the 
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Ji 


land of Judah art not the least among the princes of Judah, for out of thee 
shall come a governor which shall rule my people Israel.'! Christ himself 


was @ Jew. God forbade the prophet Balasm to prophecy against the Jews for 


'A Star shall came out of Israel.* Balasm would not curse even 4& small part 

of the Jews who may have been all that is vicious and unholy when the king 

who requested the prophecy said to him: 'Come over to this window. There 

are only a few there. Curse me them from there.' Perhaps these so-called 
fundamentalists who so freely predict tnat the self~confessed atheists 

Stalin and Hitler are the personification of the anti-Christ should read this 
from John: ‘He that saith he is in the light and hateth his brother is in 
darkness even until now.’ Fundamentalists believe in the power of prayer. Yet 
these so-called fundamentalists obviously believe that the prayer of the Son of 
God on the Cross went unanswered: ‘Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do.') 
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e 
) Springer uses all the scurrilous technique of the professional 
are anti~Semite, the principal one being that of using Jewish names as a condemn- 


ation in themselves. He did not spare Walter ‘Lipschit2' Winchell. He quoted 
from BtNai B'2ith boasting that they had stopped the vaudeville concept of the 
conventional Jew and had eliminated his personality from the movies. Said 
Springer, 'You never see a Jewish villian in the movies.' He said 'BiNai 
GIRith or Xeeda Bath or whatever it is.' he said that they had removed ‘THE 
Merchant of Venice" from the schools. 





"The ontline o 
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Spring er! s address th gies is i. 


f - Fy SS Swe - —_ aie 
outlined the conspiracy. 2. He told its source (The h Report). 3. He 
c deduced from the race of the author of that report the er who planned 


s: l. He 


the war. 4. He launched a vicious attack against them under the guise of 
defending his own faith from them, 


tHe closed his address with a tearful story of his brother's 
escape from death on the beach of Salerno. If his brother dies, and his voice 
was breaking as only a sawdust-trailer's a: he would want his body wrapped in 
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there and Mr, and &rs. Smith and Wallace‘Gamber, the ‘faithful friend! who always 
accompanies Smith, Marion was introduced\by Love but not Smith. However, 

Springer, the chief speaker, spoke of his good friend, Gerald L. K. Smith and bw 
bowed in his direction. There was no response from the audience. Love has 4 


asily, Sie 


glued-on smile and he reddens 
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pp 
. Love said ‘Amen' and L9 


‘That's right' at intervals throughout Brother Springer's talk. 





4 "Springer denounced Stalin and Russia and said it was our des- 
tiny to fight Russia. His sermon was not evangelistic. He never appealed 

- for lost souls and gave no invitation at the close. He spoke from the book 

of Isaiah, especially the 18th chapter, which he says is prophetic of America, 
es the clean-shaven men being the Indians ‘beyond the rivers of Ethiopia.’ How- 
ever the 18th chapter of the King James version of Isiah does not refer to 
any ‘clean-shaven men' but I hardly think Springer would dare to manufacture 
his own scriptures. Since he used the whole book, it is possible the quota- 
tion may be found in some other chapter. He-said this portion of the book 
described the stripping of America's resources. He said we should get rid of 
the dictators, prime ministers, presidents, and the Roose-(He paused, but 
there was not audience reaction), the Roseensteins, and Roosevelts and Rosen- 


2 bergs. 
oT When he denounced Russia and said our destiny was to fight 
Raia her, somone behind my wife said, ‘Heil Hitler’ but whether they were sarcastic 


communists or grateful nazis could not be determined. However, there were 
five strong-arm looking gentlemen directly behind. After the meeting, American 
Mothers distributed more of 'Ylake Up, Americans' leaflets. 





N-eetine in Maccabees Building October 





"Smith arrived on the platform about 8:10. He announced that 
the speaker of the evening, Mr. Loughman of Chicago, had not arrived nor was 
he likely to. This was the first time in his public career that Smith had 
announced a speaker and he had failed to show up. But as he had done a little 
speakine himself in his time (laughter) the meeting would go on. This evening's 
meeting has been a test of the faithful. None of tham had probably ever heard 
of Loughman, and Smith had purposely not advertised him just to see how many 
people would be there. Uur fidelity was to be rewarded. Mr. and lirs. Doman 
were even now stamping special tickets to the next meeting when Dean Smith 
would address us. Only those with these special tickets would be admitted 
before eight o'clock; then the meeting would be opened to those with plain 
tickets. 


"Smith took over the evening's program himself, As usual, he 
leuded such sterling Americans as Lindbergh, Coughlin, Captain Earl/Southerd, 
Nye, Luce, Koffmen, Springer and Mrs. Lundeen. kost of these 'jewéls' were 
going to be present at a future meeting, a sort of gathering of the clan. 
Smith's aplomb was somewhet upset by the non-arrival of the announced speaker, 
eS but unfortunately that did not shorten the program. Aided by frequent refer- 
et ences to current events, mainly the attempt to 'kick Marshall upstairs! and 
the junket of five 'fellow~travellers', he carried on at length. 
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"About the former event, the Marshall controversey, he said 
that a plot was on foot to unseat Marshall and replace him with Hopkins’! 
friend, Somervell. The plan was instigated by Frankfurter and involved 
placing the spending of the war budget and lend-lease funds in the hands of 
the Jews. If we ever gave 22 billion dollars to the eres Smith said, we 
could kiss the republic good-bye. 





"About the peregrinations of the Senate's solemn solons, Smith 
said that they had gone out New Dealers (Russell, Mead and Chandler) and had 
returned America Firsters. He heralded their revelations of Britain's hoard- 
ing oil at our expense, of Russia's refusal to grant us bases for war on 
Japan costing a million American lives, etc. He also discussed kirs. Roose=- 
velt's trip to Australia and said, ‘If I were wounded, I'd hate to have to 
look up at a puss like that.' 


"He had been in touch that afternoon by wire with Washington, 


oa one of his reliable Capitol sources. He said he was informed by this 'reli- 
ie able source’ that 'Mainets eagle-eyed Senator Brewster’ and other senators 
wid wanted to release some very vital informtion to the public which they had 


obtained on their trip. Looking over the following morning's Free Press, I 
was surprised to read that Drew Pearson had also referred to ‘Maine's eagle- 
eyed Senator Brewster.’ Since Smith had previously said that the Presicent's 
designation of Pearson as a 'chronic liar' was substantially correct; and 
Roosevelt is an accepted authority on what constitutes a liar, this seemed 
very odd; that Smith's 'reliable source’ should be a chronic prevaricator. 





"In announcing the speaker for October 19, Smith said that 
Dean E.\Smi th had for twenty years been Standard Oil's representative in the 
; Orient.’ While he held no brief for the operations of Standard Oil, Smith 
: ( said he was forced to admit that in order to rise such a long way with so 
large an organization, the oil Smith must have something on the ball. The 
subject of the address would be perfidious Albion's wicked intentions with 
regard to the Four Freedom's in Asia. Britain wanted to keep China in a sub- 
ordinate position, the better to exploit her, etc. 


"When the collection was taken, the premium offered was a re~ 
view of Carlson's book, 'Undercover.' Smith asked if his audience had heard 
of it. He said he was not afraid of any of the book's overstatements and in- 
vited all to read it. Most of his audience had heard of it, however, es- 
pecially Mrs. Knowles, who gestured angrily in her conversation with hrs. 
Doman and said, 'They're even reading it in the schools.’ Apparently she 
does not share Smith's equanimity with regard to its contents. This may be 
quite naturally so since Carlson doesn't spare her. 





SFOs 




















| "Smith also had words of praise for Monseigneur Fulton J. 


_Sheen of Catholic University and the Catholic hour of radio fame. Every 


time Smith speaks, he exposes the clay feet of another idol. First it was 
Meyers of the Lutheran Hour, now Monseigneur Sheen, According to Smith, 
Sheen implied that Russia may not be fighting at all, may have 'gone to bed! 
with the enemy, since she will not allow American observers at the front. 
Sheen zlso said that he was subject to 57 different varieties of censorship 
in preparing his radio talks. 


‘The questions asked of Mr. Smit: during the question period 
were of no particuler significance, all relating to a common prejudice against 
Jews and Roosevelt. One of them was 'iwhy are there no Jewish names on the 
casualty lists.' Smith said, that he did not think this was true, that many 
Jews had been killed or wounded in action. 


Dedication of Merion'ts Christian Temple in Birmingham 


"Dr. Leland Iv itarion dediceted his new temple in Birmingham 
lest Sunday, October 10. Motion pictures were taken of the ceremonies, and 
I enclose an announcement of the occasion from the local paper. af 


"The speakers included Rev. William Fe thg Nase of the 
Garfield Avenue Christian Church in Indianapolis; Mayop-tects, referre » by 
Smith as Mayor ‘Martin’, much to the mayor's discoutitune, New. A. sey 
of Capac, Michigan, a self-styled authority on Biblical prophecy; and one 

Gerald L. K. Smith, described by himself as a controversial figure in public. 


life who is called by his first name by 100 congressmen and by several other 
names by the other 300. 





"Scath commended Marion to Mayor ‘Martin’ as one who alwys 
paid his bills and who was not uerely establishing a ‘fly by night’ church, 
but a real building of testimony for Christ. He said he had known Marion 
for 25 years, that the latter had been pastor in a small town when Smith was 
a theological student and going with a Miss Sorenson, who later became his 
wife. In those days a young lady did not give her lips to a young mar unless 
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they had reached a marriage agreement. If there were a wedding ceremony for 


aie every kiss the previous night, Smith said, all the ministers in Birmingham 
4 would spend from now 'til doomsday marrying peoples tamen', said the man be- 
hind. me. 


"Coincidentally Marion in the afternoon and Turvey in the even- 


ew ing referred to rationing as 'the marx of the beast’ spoken of in Revelations 
-s h which he can ‘neither buy nor sejl.' 






These people change their anti-Christ so o rat @ 
neophyte in fundamentalists might be tempted to lose his faith in ane devil. 


4d 
+ 


"Ruse spoke Tuesday evening in the temple. Main item of note 
in his sermon was: 'Go on, you F.B.I. men and friends of the F.B.I., get up 
and go out now, call up the F.B.I. Tell them Ruge’s in town.! 


! 


"Subject: American First Party keeting, Grand Ballroom, hotel Book-Cadillec, 


Detroit, October 19, 1943, 8:15 P.M. 
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anti-British until he had read hietory. I agreed with her. I told her that 
ax the reason the British didn't like the Irish was that about two thousand years 
ago, the Romans had disarmed the Britons for about three hundred years, and 
when they were forced to leave (Britain) the Irish saw a fine opportunity and 
Jumped on the unarmed Britons. For that, I said, the English think Cromwell's 
| treatment of Ireland was none too harsh. But all this happened about 1700 
{ years ago, and yet, the English feel ver, hurt that we have not forgotten 1776. 
: She agreed. In fact, she argued, you don't have to go back as far as 1776. It 
‘ was only 1919 when Churchill had said that if we hadn't entered the war, it 
; would have been over six months sooner. I was properly aghast and said our 
entry ended the war six mnths sooner, and that the right side had won, inferr 
ing thet such would not have been the case if we had not entered (which is 
Qndoubtedly true, but such speculation on what might have been is like arguing 
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how many angels can stand on the point of a pin; nobody knows.) 


Dean Smith is an elderly, typical business man, {ron grey, 
average height, straicht-forward, huskily built (evidently the twenty pounds 
he claims he lost in his recent peregrinations were excess), and ill-disposed 
only toward the British. The meeting opened in the usual manner, singing 
the first and last verses of "America", the last to be sung as @ prayer but 
with vigor; and this was followed by the Lord's Prayer as our mothers taught 
use 


MAll of Smith's dissertation was a repeat of previous utter- 
ances. In fact, he said, 'Now I will tell you something you didn't know,' and 
then went on to tell of the 'findings' of the senatorial travellers which he 
had told us about at the previous meeting. The only additions to his reper- 
toire was an attack on Willkie's Sunday night speech, which he had told his 
Minneapolis meeting he would answer in advance. ‘All you need to know', he 
said, 'is who Willkie's backers are.‘ He said they were Wall Street, the 
international bankers, Hollywood, and his audience said, 'Jews.' Another iten, 
of course, would be Carlson's talk at the Fisher Theater, Wednesday, at 11:00 
a.m. when he would discuss Detroit's fifth column, Smith said ne would challenge 
Carlson to a public debate. He said Carlson was an imported Communist, and 
said it wes too bed ‘they! had to import foreigners to attack good Americans. 
Not that he had anything against foreigners; both Mrs. Smith's parents came 
from Denmark, He also advertised Mrs. Knowles' Christmas cards and told what 
a hard time she had in finding sui-able cards for Christians. The Jews have 
conspired to eliminate Christ from Christmas, etc, He said kirs. Knowles! 
organization of American Mothers had been attacked by Carlson. These fine 
American women composed an organization of mothers of boys in the service; one 
could not belong unless she had a son in the service, and Carison, the char- 
acter assassin, had attacked her. 


"Dean Smith's talk was a recounting of his odyssey after the 
fall of Singapore, in which he blasted the British for not permitting the 


"oTrryo ~~; 


_Chinese to defend Burma until it was too late and then using 10,000 Chinese 
s troops to cover their retreat into India. Incidentally, British troops covered 


ir. Smith's retreat until he was safely aboard ship bound for America. ‘The 
oil Smith is not a fluent speaker and like most business men is a repetitious 
one, especially repeating phrases which sound good to his own ears. 


"He said that the Japanese despise us because we sold them scrap 
and tried to appease them, because they like a strong enemy. He told of the 
British hoarding od] at our expense. He said the Chinese were more like us as 
a people than any other nation on earth. That one Chinese could take the 
place of ten American soldiers if given a minimum of medium equipment. That 
the British do not like republics, and China is a republic. That the chief 
grievance the Chinese have against Japan is that Japan has divided the Chinese 
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people. That we ought to hate England because English propaganda has divided 
us, first on the lend-lease issue and now on post-war issues. Eis own brother 
won't speak to him, Old friends have forsaken him, all because of the pro- 


pagandistic machinations of perfidious Albion. 


"When he was through speaking, he answered questions, his 
sponsor first explaining to the audience that his hesitation during the speech 
was beceuse the New Dealers had met met him at the dock and told him he could 
not say certain things. Time did not allow Mr. Smith to answer all the ques= 


tions, but he will be in Detroit on Sunday, November 7 to finish with those 
he did not heve time for and tell all about the Sassoons of Shanghai, who own 


the town. 
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7 F eae es Urdinarily, I believe both from his 
Lae tne Callous view of the Pope's situation and from Assistant Turvey's shouted 
‘Hurray for Luther" that Dr. Marion and his associates are anti-Catholic. In 
fact, a review of the subject to date would show that America Firsters are firn 
; believers in Democracy = for everyone except Jews, Negroes, Catholics, Modern= 
ec ists and Democrats. 
7 ; "Subject: America First Party; Picketing of Lecture by John Roy arlson at 
Town Hall Series in Fisher Theater, Wednesday, October 27. 
pees 
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"when people asked what the literature and who we were, kr. 
Linsell would say, ‘We're for America First. That's what my boy's fighting 
for. We're against Communism. Carlson's a Communist.’ 


"irs, Smith's was 'America First - In War - In Peace.! 
Others were 'Carlson - Anti-Christian'; 'Why Isn't Carlson in the Army?'; 
‘Carlson Atheist'; ‘Carlson is a Fake'; ‘Carlson communis: 3 ‘What is Carl- 
son's Real Name?', 


"Yr, Gamber divided his time between the two picketing groups 
until Mr. Smith instructed that we join forces and march from the theater en- 
trance to the Boulevard entrance around the corner and back, ad infinitum. 
Mrs. Smith led. 


"Of those who took our leaflet, most were of Dr. Gallup's un- 
decided vote. Only two definite opinions were expressed. A large, rather 
over-dressed matron said, 'I think it's a disgrace to Detroit.' And the ladies 
in the picket parade laughed derisively. A well-dressed business man of about 
140 shouted 'Good work! I'm for yai' And we all felt very proud that we had 
such a Sines Oorsne man supporting us. 


"Dur the question and answer period following Epiewie 
talk, kr. (Beatrice) Mnowles asked the first question because as he put abs 
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he wanted to be the first to thank Carlson for coming to eee that he ha 
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told us of his association with Dr. Leon M,-Birkhead, so we knew who was 

supporting him; did Mr, Carlson mean to, put the patriotism of L. MeBirk- 
heed anead of that of such men as Hen ford Charles A. Lindbergh, Father 
Coughlin and others? 
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"At least fifty percent of the attendance at America First 
meetings in Detroit are women of irs. Knowles’ group. ‘They are extremely 
active, and a meeting seldom passes that they do not hand out some type 
literature such as the exhibits previously submitted. 








; Smith who referred to him as a Long~time 
D or Assam of St. Louis, Michigan. Smith said he 





, Ouls 
was stationed in North Carolina. Smith also averred he was a Christian. I 
gathered from conversation later with the young man that he was of the pro- 
phetical school of fundementalist which doesn't greatly care about the way of 
salvation as long as he can converse glibly on the meaning of the number and 
color of the feathers in the dragon's tail in Revelations, He saic that the 
war would end end so would the world. He also stated that his comrades were 


beginning to see the light. 








# "Vr, Smith's audiences are always capacity crowds. This was no 
ao exception, The Maccabees sudiie pemeets about 450 and about 50 were stand~ 
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crowd, because newspaper accounts will say ‘capacity crowd! and no one knows 
how many the auditorium holds. , 


"As usual, the crowd was more than 60% women and on the aver- 
age well past middle age. Socially, they belong to that group which would 
like to indulge their modest social tastes fully in time of war but points 
the finger of scorn at the socialites who would pamper their more luxurious 
tastes to the same limit and at those whose war wages now make it possible to 
indulge those 'homely joys' which ‘Ambition mocks.! 


"At this meeting, although it was Sunday, Smith forgot to begin 
With the Lord's Prayer as our mother’s taught us. He also omitted the singing 
of ‘America! and the salute to the Flag. 


"Smith will write that the Comminists are trying to create fear 
of food shortages and in his meetings will preach toward the same end, and Dr. 
Marion will describe ration books as a 'type' of the Mark of the Beast. 

Smith will ery over freedom of the press and later damn the press because it 
is owned or controlled by Jews, He protested the picketing of his Denver 
meeting but picketed Carlson's, He will condemn Drew Pearson but will quote 
verbatim from his column to substantiate his own statements. He will write 
or allow the distribution of literature which proclaims that Chainc-Kai Chek 
is communistic but his speaxer, Dean EH. Smith will aver that the generalissimo 
is our greatest friend. He will say we should distrust Russia now because 
after the millenium (the 1000 years of peace) we must do battle with the hordes 
of Gog of Magop (iwssia); but Dean Smith stetes that Russia is fighting our 
battles in the west. None of these contradictions is apparent to Smith's fol- 
lowers. 

"He began by saying that because ir, Dean BE, Smith must make 
train connections for Oklahoma, his introductory remarks would have to be 
shortened and the promised report on the insidious Sasoons of Shanghai would 
have to be postponed along with the question and answer period. Obviously, 
this would call for a return of the speaker to Detroit at a later date. 


"He then analyzed the previous Tuesday's election results. He 
had never been an admirer of Mayor Jeffries, but it appears that recently the 
Mayor has changed considerably due to the pressure of real Americans. ‘The 


Ww h q 1 qd hw 1 
Mayor has developed 4 backbone and has become a real America Firster, It was 


not that Smith was anti-union, he said; on the contrary he was for the unions, 
but he objected to racketeering in the unions and he did not want the city of 
Detroit operated by a puppet with union racketeers pulling the strings. And 
he did not want white folks crowded off the sidewalks by the colored people. 


"He next discussed the New York election of a lieutenant. 
governor, He himself knew nothing about the qualifications of the Democratic 
candidate. For all he knew, he might be a very good America; the resuit of 
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oe 
oe the election in New York, therefore, was not a pro-Republican movement, but 
a definite repudiation of the New Deal. This, in New York, Smith continued, 
was very heartening because everyone knows there are some mighty queer people 


: in New York. But even New York going Republican was conceivable, but when 
a Kentucky also turned against the New Deal, that was something. Kentucky, 
the home of 'Dear Alben' Barkley, the president's pet who comes up for re- 
election next year. The New Deal had wasted millions of dollars on federal 
projects to re-elect Barkley the last time. 


“At this point Smith paused to thank us who picketed Carlson's 
meeting. He reviewed Carlson's aliases. Said that he was a sincere Nazi- 
Communist. He said that when Mr. Knowles asked him if he put the patriotism 
of L. M. Birkhead ahead of that of Ford, Coughlin, Lindbergh, Nye, et al, that 
Carlson replied that he did (which he did not). 


ote 
2] i an drew attention to the soldier on the 
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n referring to Private Assab, Smith was reminded that there was a group 
organizing in the west to back a constitutional amendment of the amendment 
establishing an income tax. They would limit the tax to a flat 25% in all 
instances, The way things stood now, it was impossible for a young farm boy 
like Private Assab to aspire to the presidency of a large corporation. The 
—— present income tax took ali the surplus, and although it was supposed to be 
ate emergency taxation, anyone knows that when the politicians start taking money, 
He they never release any of it; this applied to Republicans as well as Democrats. 
i ae We, said Mr. Smith, are going to back that group to the limit. 





"Smith repeated his previous review of the globe-trotting sena- 
tors revelations. He said that Senator Russell of Georgia had recently asked 
if it was treason to look after the resources and interests of America. He 
ory discussed the Moscow conference and said he had some confidential information 
oe which he would reveal later, Now, however, all he would say was that he thought 
ale the war was begun because Poland was invaded. Why was nothing said at the 
conference about Poland's boundaries? 





ae i "The Sunday services resumed the usual pattern when it came time 
ee “ for the offering; this Smith did not forget. A donation of ten dollars en- 


. titled the donor to a simulated leather bound volume of complete issues of 
eee _ The Cross And The Flag to date with the rare first edition autographed and 


the donor's name in gold on the cover. Any giving two dollars or more would 
receive a book, 'The Constituion of the United States.' 
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. "“§mith then announced the coming meeting November 19 in the a 
Cass Technical High School auditorium when he, Harvey Springer, Mrs. Know- 


Pad 


les, Capt. Earl Southard of the Veterans of Foreign jflars of Chicago who 7 ed 


Madden of the American Legion of Pittsburgh, who could recite the Const ation’ p" 


been wounded 19 times in the last war; Dr. L. L, Marion; and Charles “ 


from beginning to end--would speak. 


"Gerald Smith then introduced the speaker, Mr. Dean &. Smith, 
formerly representative of the Standard Oil Co. in the Far Eest for 20 years. 

He was not to be confused with a college dean, one of those braintrusters 

ith a mortar bourd. His first name was Dean; it was not a title. 


"Dean Smith began his talk with the same quotation he used in 
his previous talk at the Book Cadillac--that alleged to have been written on 
the walls by the Chinese as they came down into Burma to cover the British 
retreat, which they knew would be read by their Japanese pursuers: 


'"The thing we hold against you Japanese above all else (the 
rape of our women, the destruction of our cities, the murder of our children) 
is that you have divided us against ourselves, and for this alone, we will 


settle our score with you 'though it takes a thousand years.! 


"Wr, Smith then produced an outline which he said he had ‘run 
across! some years before but ‘had thought nothing of it at the time.' 
The outline contained twelve points toward the building and maintenance of an 
empire. Some of these points were the dissemination of propaganda to divide 
the people of the country to be concuered; the fostering of weak leadership 
in that country; the damning of those who held out against or protested against 
the propagands and the weak leadership; the invasion in military force to 
maintain the weak domestic leadership; the jailing of the opposition leaders; 
the exploitation and final servitude of the masses of the conyuered country. 
The implications of this outline were that the British were dividing us against 
ourselves by their propaganda, that they were supporting the weak Roosevelt 
leadership, that they planned eventually to invade America to maintain that 
leadership. However, Dean Smith said that this applied to all empires, whether 
Dutch, Belgian, French, Japanese, German or British. He said it was the pat- 


tern of Japanese activity in Asia. 


"This was not the fault of the people who run empires because 
that was their purpose--to maintain their empires; that was the reason the 
present war was being fought. Imperialists, he said, despise republics. In 
their dominions they do not permit the natives to mention republics except in 
the most opprobrious terms. In the mother country, there is no semblance of 
democracy; the people have no voice whatever in national affairs, no vote ex- 
cept on purely local questions. He stated that some people think that the 


Englishman awoke one morning and found himself with an empire. 


That may have 
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been true of the average Englishman who has mo voice in his government but 
it was not true of those who ‘planned it that way.' 


"He said the British could not be blamed for being what they 
were. They have many fine points. Mr. Smith wished that we would emulate 
them. For one of their virtues is loyalty. They are absolutely loyal to 
the British Empire. It is said that Britain has no eternal enemies and no 


eternal friends, but she has her eternal interests; and history proves the 
+ wii eb Pe +i AnA ban than Sant neat a + bom Dan w1 2 wham <= = ste Afn mat 1 oe devoted 
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"One of the first things the Standard Oil Company does with a 
new employee in the Far East is to call him into a private consultation to 
warn him against giving out any information to the British employees of the 
company, because they were sure to convey it to the British authorities if 
it was advantageous to the Empire. He said that because of their activities 
in this respect, all the British employees of the National City Bank of New 
York had been fired in January, 1941, and the bank had them employed in branches 
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salary when they let them g, and thought it well worth it. 


"Tne British propagandists themselves could mot be blaimed for 
their activity in America; that was their duty, but it was their American 
friends we should be on our guard against. ‘The lowest ret that slinks along 
the gutters of our streets today is the sneaking, slimy Anglophile,' said Nr. 
Smith. This drew such a round of applause that he repeated it ‘twice later; 
so I got it verbatin. 


"There are two classes of Anglophiles, said Mr. Smith; those 
who would like to get us back into the British Empire and those who merely 
think the British can do no wrong. (It my be merely coincidence, but neither 
of the Messrs. Smith have anything to say against the countries with whom we 
are at war nor their agents in America except in very general terms; they 
reserve their choicest darts for those with whom we are allied.) At the pre- 
vious meeting, Dean Smith had confessed admiration for the German candor in 
saying that although they might lose this war, they had confidence in their 
atronger leadershin eventually to win them mastery of the world. He alen ad= 
aa) “the Japanese because they liked a strong opponent and despised a weak 
one. 


"ean Smith advised against losing our perspective. Tie need 
not be 'pro!' British because we were allied with them. We need be ‘pro! 
nothing and tanti' nothing, but should always be pro-American. He quoted 
Numerous catch phrases end epigrams designed to make us lose our perspective. 
Ee cited the opposite phrases. He told of an experience he had in Burma when 
their guide's horse was bogged down in the middle of a river. They had to get 
him another and stronger horse. Ever after that, he has always said that 
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‘the best place to change horses is in the middle of a stream.' lr. Dean 
Smith ended with an appeal for the people to select strong leadership to 


preserve their freedom. 


: "Gerald Le Ke Smith then took over. He said, 'So now you know 
how.empires are created. By the way, Mr. Smith, may I have a copy of that 
outline. ‘Who write it?! The other Smith actually stammered before saying, 
'T did.! 


"The outline of how empires are created which he had ‘run across 
a few years ago but thought nothing of it at the time’ was of his own manu- 
facture. One suspects most of Dean Smith's revelations are of similar manu- 
facture. However, Gerald Smith passed over the incident with a quaint bit of 
circumlocution in which he said how much we admired Mr. Smith's 'candor'. 





"The Mothers and Mr. Knowles handed out Congressional Record 
reprints of Congresswoman Rankin's speech on the anniversary of Pearl Harbor, 
uring recipients to pass them on by mail to out-of-towners. 
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"Dr. Marion's Discussion of the Moscow Conference: ‘ 


. tDr. Marion took his text from the book of Daniel (a propheti- 
cal book). The part he quoted said in effect: ‘and they will sit dow with 
us at our tables and lies and deceit will be on their lips.! 


"He said he wouldn't trust ‘that Joe Stalin' if he swore on a 
stack of Bibles as high 'as this templet. He reminded his audience of what 
the Bolsheviks had done to the czar's family. (A little study of the czarist 
regimes might prompt one to ask, 'Is that good or bad?') 

"Dre Marion had just come back froma tour of American army 
camps. In one camp he said he had supper with the officers, but in touring 
the camp found that 75 pork chops had been thrown away that night, and there 
were only 23,000 soldiers stationed in the camp, '11,000 white and 12,000 
black’. Dr. Marion does not want to deny our boys food but such things as this 
mist stop. He took up the matter with the camp authorities and they wanted 
him to discuss it with a lieutenant, but he refused, 'I don't want to talk 
with any lieutenants; I want to talk to the man in charge.' 
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tHe finally talked with a major although he was told if the 
interview lasted five minutes, he was lucky. He talked for forty-five 
and before he was through, according to Dr. Marion, the major was in tears. 
My informant does not remember the name of the camp, but thinks it was 
Oglethorpe, but it was somewhere in the south. 


"Dr. kiarion also had unkind words for the American Gestapo 
(the FBI}. These blackguards, he said, are hounding him no end. He ex- 
pects that within the next year or so he will be in a concentration camp. 
In fact, most of us will, with a little rope around our respective necks. 
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"There were approximately 1200 people present in an auditor- 
jum seating 3300, It was the usual crowd, with a few curiosity seekers who 
had heard the last-minute radio appeal made in an attempt to bolster the 
crowd. Six were very tough looking gentlemen in work clothes, who walked in 
like Coxey's army, all in a line. 
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"The meeting was opened by the singing of the first and las} 
verses of ‘America’. Then Marion gave the invocation. This was the much- 
heralded array of 'jewels', It started with a glowing promise of at least 

: tventy prowinent america Firsters on the stage, including Nye, Hoffman, krs, 
ues Lundeen, It ended with tickets printed for the appearance of Cept. Earl 

Southard of Chicago, Chas Ay“Madden of Pittsburgh, irs, Beatrice Knowles, 
Gerald L. K. Smith, Dr, Leland L, Marion, with Harvey‘+Springer as the piece 
de resistance. Of these, Earl Southard failed to put’ in an appearance. 





} 
on "Smith followed with a review of current events, his usual de- 
, nunciation of the Chicago Sun, Walter Winchell, the uptown Daily jforker (P.&M.), 
Marshall Field; then he read an article from the downtown Daily Worker, 
libelling such noble Americans as Gerald L. K. Smith, Chas A. Lindbergh, 
Senators Wheeler & Nye , Representatives Fish & Hoffman, Chas. Coughlin, et al. 


J as rose to his feet, strode down the aisle a few 
x re paces, cupped his mou s hands, and Moved that we start suit for 

or ‘slander! against the Communist mouthpiece. A suit for slander against a - 

a a newspaper would be interesting, J was disappointed no one seconded the motion, 
{: and Smith said that was in fine fettle tonight, no doubt 

“\ ; overjoyed that his sailor son was home, but we shouldn't get into a gutter 
fight with a rat. Springer jumped to his feet, bent to the microphone and 
said, ‘nor a spittin’ contest with a skunk.' 


L,, - 
Gi 


"Charles Madden was the first of the 'jewels' imported from 
‘the dark unfathomed caves of ocean' end placed resplendant on the America 
First crown, Before reciting the Declaration, however, he condemned world 
government and asked with what sort of governments we were being asked to 
ally ourselves. He began with the Chinese. The regime of Chiang Kai Chek 
- was as dictatorial and ruthless as that of any other dictator in any part of 
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the world. He was put in power by the Sassoons and other mercenary interests 
which wanted.to keep the Chinese people in a subordinate position. When the 
generalissimo came to power, in the twenties, he purged the opposition as 
only a bloody dictator can. Then Madden turned his attention to 'Bloddy 

Joe! Stalin, who, he said, had killed off all the Christians (leaving only a 
scant 180,000,000 Russians, all atheists). 


"Next Mr, Madden discussed England. There was not a country 
in Europe, he stated, whose government had not got progressively worse since 
the American Revolution, and Britain was no exception. Now came the Declara~ 
tion of Independence, designed to show how perfidious Albion was in 1776, 
and since she was grown progressively worse, how infamous she must be today. 


"He then gave “rs. Knowles three minutes to speak. She asked 
permission to run over her time, She said that her audience had probably 
read of her fight with the school board to put the 'Merchant of Venice’ back 
on the curricula, and the removal of a current events leaflet which the 
children studied and which was definitely Commnistic. It actually had recom- 
mended the reading of ‘Undercover.’ 


"Yrs. Knowles said she had a definite interest in ‘that book' 
because she was mentioned in it several times. Her home, she said, is open 
with hospitality to everyone but she just wished that Derounian or whatever 
he calls himself would come back some day. 


"When the offering was taken, the same premiums were offered 
as at the previous meeting. The Cross and The Flag up-to-date with the rare 
first edition autographed for $10.00. A copy of 'The Constitution’ for any 
above $2.00. 


"Smith gave Springer practically the same introduction as he 
did at Springer's first appearance. He also called attention to the presence 
of two of Springer's old friends, Rev. Love of the Hazel Park tabernacle 
and the Rev. Bob Farr of the Gilead Baptist Church on Fort Street. The cow= 
boy evangelist, the voice from out of the Rockies, who could thrown a steer 
as well as he could throw a bureaucrat, etc., etc., was in fine form, his-~ 
tronically speaking. Shortly after he began his talk, his sponsor came down 
into the audience and talked with Doman, Then he went back up to the platforn. 
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Ss rationing is neces- 


tHe told about government men shooting his father-in-law's 
cattle on their Colorado ranch. (This was probably during the hoof-and- 
mouth disease epidemic, and was so reported by Philip adler in the Detroit 
News, covering the same speech in the Christian Temple in Pontiac, but Springer 
never mentions the epidemic.) ‘It's the same brainpower that's running the 
OPA that killed those cattle,' he stated; 'It's a smart bunch we have down in 
Washington. Ya know, I'm not very suart; I jest happen to have a little horse 
sense. That is, I have a stable mind,' 





"He reminisced on 'the good old days’. (All this is an act 
designed to amuse his audience and to create dissatisfaction with rationing. 
These seemingly extemporaneous homely, nostalgic reminiscenses are part of a 
repertoire which he later repeated, word for word, gesture for gesture, at 
the protest meeting for the Christian Temple in Pontiac. ‘Remember the good 
old days when you could drive your car sixty miles an hour and skin your 
tires against the curb if you wanted to? Remember when your boy cume home 
from school and could heve all the butter he wanted?! (Business of sticking 
Bees a hungry tongue out of his mouth and slapping an imaginary knife with sweeping 

sn strokes across an imaginary slice of bread). ‘Now you can't even get a decent 
as hamburger. Yep, it's a smart bunch we have down in Washington.’ 





"He quoted from the Baruch report of 1936 on rationing to show 
who was to blame for it all. His prize exhibit was a series of photostats 
made in Buckingham Palance, planning as early as 1901 for a world government. 

ae He also had a map of the world divided into five spheres of influence which he 
said he had taken to eminent map mekers throughout the United States and all 
had agreed it was the work of Moscow. 


"Springer then dropped into his ‘crying voice’, He pointed to 
the Stars and Stripes and said he didn't want to live under any other flag. 
Under that flag he could argue with his neigibor about politics without fear 
of arrest, under that flag his brother-in-law stormed the Sicilian beaches, 
and he knew that his brother-in-law wanted to be buried with that flag draped 
erkases about his coffin. 





. "after Springer had finished, Smith announced that the meeting 
no doubt would snow a deficit and contributions wuld be welcome. At the 
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( "Mr, Smith took over from tere and naturally an offering was 


taken in the Cross and the Flag envelopes. Mrs. Smith was on the platform 
with him. Petitions were passed out. Smith said he had no concern with 
Diebel as he was not interested in local politics. He himself was a ‘con= 
troversial figure’ who had known Dr. Marion for many years; in fact, Marion 
had been best man at his wedding 21 years ago, and he knew Dr. Marion would 
not lie, and that any man who would say ‘hell' and ‘damn' and 'G. D.' as 
Diebel had in the presence of 'this man of Godt ought summarily be dismissed 
from his position of power. But he would not ‘dabble with Diebel; no one 

re wants to dabble with Diebel; perhaps the Devil is dabbling with Diebel.' 

of Smith's concern was this local manifestation of a national disease, He said 

a it was all part of a fourth term conspiracy. He wanted to introduce someone 

who would tell mre of the symptoms of that disease, and what actually was 

behind it. Smith held that the executive bungling was intentional so the 

Communis tic powers that are could say, Democracy doesn't work; we'll hve 

to take over.' 


"He introduced Springer in previously used terms and Springer 
responded with a previously used speech, His text was the same as that used 
in his first Detroit address. The words of Solomon, 'Remove not the ancient 
landmarks thy fathers have set up.’ The text of the speech itself was exactly 
the same as the Cass Tech speech including the Buckingham photostats and 
the map from koscow. After Springer's speech the assistant pastor of the 
Hazel Park Tabernacle gave the benediction, Love is speaking in Denver at 
Springer's church. 








"The temple had been full. Someone told me it seats two thousand, 
but it doesn't seat over six hundred even with the overflow room open. 
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eae whose identity is known to the 40 
Bureau, related ~ following ormations . 


Informant stated that SMITH had been in touch with EDWARD 
JONES of Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and that in fact JONES had sent a check to 
SMITH in the amount of $650.00 for the alleged purpose of defering the expenses 
of publishing JONES' book "And So They Indicted Me." Informant related that 
apparently JONSS had had a great deal of difficulty in having his book pub- 
lished in New York or Louisiana and that SMITH had volunteered to nave the 
book published in Detroit, Michigan, and that in fact the book was in the 
course of being published at the present time under SMITH'S supervision. 


Inforuent related that KRS, BhA 
follower of SMITH and interested in the varia 
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KNOALES, a long-time 
- { orouns j ni 2 





This sane informant advised the Detroit Field Office that 
SKITH and HARVEY SPRINGER were attempting to organize the youth in the City 
of Detroit to combat the new organization which was formerly known as the 
Young Communists League. SMITH and SPRINGER proposed to organize the youth 
in this area under the name "Youth for Christ" and in this connection infor- 
mant advised that both KR. and MRS. SiITH had made various calls to locel news- 
papers in the Detroit area pointing out to the newspapers the fact that the 
Young Communists League was organizing again under an assumed name, As a 
result of this quite a great deal of newspaper publicity has been given to the 
change-over by the Young Communists League. 


Through this same informant information was received to the 
effect that DR. LELAND MARION of Pontiac, Michigan, a long-time follower of 
SMITH, was apparently having some difficulty with the local OPA office in 
Pontiac with regard to the number of gasoline coupons allotted to him by the 
OPA. After the OPA had refused to increase KARION'S gasoline allottment, 
SEITH advised MARION to set up a picket line outside the offices of the OPA 
in Pontiac, said picket line allegedly being formed for the purpose ofop~ 
posing the OPA's attitude toward the church. MARION claimed through the 
newspapers that he was tne head of the largest church group in Pontiac, Mich~ 
igan, and that he had been advised by the local rationing official that the 
churches did not need gasoline coupons; that the gasoline coupons could be 
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used to better advantage | by war workers, etc. Actual picketing of the OPA 


— + oe man ~~ Aza i am ot mr Pa St —_ 
office in Pontiac took place om November 26th and at that time although 


there was quite a great deal of publicity no unusual incidents took place. 


|; The informant further related that he had received information to the effect 


that SMITH had allegedly enlisted the aid of ROGER BALDWIN, head of the 
American Civil Liberties Union, with reference to the refusal of the Buffalo 
authorities to grant space for SMITH'S meeting in Buffalo. 


This informant related that Senator NYE's attorney had al- 
legedly reviewed the book "Undercover" and had advised that nothing could be 


Ai.rrmnty _ -o earrmny ans —_- ~ ~ 
done by SMITH in tne way of any Legal action. SMITH recently contacted 


Congressman JO NKIN in Washington, D. C., at which time SMITH advised 
RANKIN relative tb his interpretation of the recent municipal election in 
Detroit, Michigan. SMITH expressed the opinion at this time that it was the 
most phenomenal election held north of the Mason-Dixon line. 


In a discussion with Reverend LELAND MARION of Pontiac, MARION 
advised that he had recently visited his nephew at Camp Sutton in North 
Carolina and cited the waste of food and the poor morale of the soldiers and 


Font Lh dh ~~ mam mi exyi an naAw madiant $amnsn trman + 


also cited the 24avvV that nis nepnew Was DSUcs PL Very PEVL NeUL Gk FL GG Uti ve 
ARTO! stated that all the firearms had been taken away from the men except 

hie police for fear of rioting against the negroes. This same informant also 

advised that he had received information to the effect that SMITH had recently 

advised Captain EARL SOUTHARD of Chicago that SOUTHARD and he might work out 

some sort of a budget so that SOUTHARD might have a weekly drawing account with 

SMITH. 


At the time JOHN ROY CARLSON, author of the book "Undercover" 


was to speak at a Town Hall meeting at the Fisher Theatre Building in Detroit 


on October 27, 1943, SMITH made arrangements for a picket line to be set up 

outside the Fisher Theater Building. In this connection informant related 

thet he had received information to the effect that SMITH had communicated b? ee 
with the office of t the Ford Motor Company, at which. time 

SMITH advised in his opinion should send some men to cover 

e addressed by CARLSON, 






nt related further that SLTTH recently had been in touch 


wth a MAD aoe AVAL INE (phonetic c} of a Detroit Baptist Church, at which 


Woe wis DR. Ga Ose ae ye TORUS ahd Se 


time SHITH expresged great admiration for the doctor's viewpoint "and at that 
time advised the doctor that he (SMITH) would make arrangements for the doctor 
to be introduced to ER. HENRY FORD inasmuch as he (S.ITH) was of the opinion 
FORD would be interested in his ideas. 
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ometime during the latter part of 1937 or the early part of 1938 
of New York cammunicated with hin 
erence to be held with Subject SMITH at the 


4 A review of the instant file reflects that ad 
( magn of the German-American Bund, stated during the course of an interview 
t Ss 
arrenging for a con- . 
ennsylvania Hotel in New York 















se City. allegedly accepted this invitation but when he arrived at the 

oe hotel SMITE wes not present. stated that he had had severel minutes biv 
ae conversétion | at which tine attempted to describe some type 9) 
pees of internal dissen disagreement w SHITH'S organization, although yy) 





was unable to give detailed information in this regard. however, 
was under the impression that wanted him to e s in- 


fluence and prestige with SMI parently in behalf. allegedly 
met with _ and SMITH at the Pennsylvania ater on i e afternoon 
os on that sam y but he only discussed general matters with SiITH for approxi- 
ro - 
wi 













mately five or ten minutes. He stated neithe nor his organization 

were associated with SMITH and nis only contac SMITH was as set forth 
above. tated that he hed net A on four or five occasions prior 
to the above meeting. 












fr : : : her reflects that under date of November 


ans 
Sa geese. 









pee? advised the Detroit U at be 
aa we : for Bernard Vohan, YD 
office minager for GERALD L. K. SMITH. advised thet all A) 
payments for these services were made by DUMAN with ac eck bearing the stamp, 
"i;merica First Committee.” 





easy Under date of December 4, 1943, the Detroit Office received a 
letter from }R. JOHN C.-TEHR, United States Attorney at Detroit, Michigan, at 
which time LR, LEHR advised that on December 3, 1943, he had been contacted 
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= by a delegation of CIO representatives headed by Sea: that of 
= the delegation was complaining of statements made by Neveren GER at 

| a church function in Pontiac, Michigan, the Tuesday evening preceding. MR. 
LiHR advised in his letter that as far as his office was concerned the mat~ 
ters with reference to the OPA difficulties encountered by Reverend MARION 
would be appropriately handled by the Office of Price Administration. The 
delegation also showed to LR, LEHR at that time a copy of a letter which 

they nad written to the Attorney General demanding a Federal Grand Jury 


investi ratio af «thse mattax 1m TRUDP stated Fn hie letter that he had 2 ae 
ANnVeStLZEtLON OL Tis MtLtver. Rive aiein Stated ifn ALS iet ets ma ad 


= vised the group that in the event the Department felt the information set 
forth in their communication was such to justify an investigation that the 
authorities would act accordingly. 


a 
oe 








The various informants contacted during the course of the 
instant investigation turned over to the Detroit Office a great deal of 
miscellaneous literature published by SMITH during the time this investiga- 


Finn sme ananAn ated, These varti evlar publications are not being deseribed in 
Ub OLE Was cor AUS D ads twas prwe re wb bt? satel =] 


detail at this point but are being sent as enclosures to the Bureau with its 
copies of this report. 


ENCLOSURES : TO THE BUREAU 
Miscellaneous publications distributed by Subject SHITH. 
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UNDEVLOPED LEADS 





Le K. SMITH. 


# Will contact the law firm, Field and Field, 60 East 2nd 
Street, New York City, and secure a copy of the statement which EDWARD 
ANTHONY’ (fat) POWERS advised he made to this law firm in connection with his 


“suit against subject for back salary of $1,300.00 and determine the dates of 
POERS' employment by subject. 


Will conduct appropriate investigation and attempt to 
locate as reyuested by the Bureau. 


THS DETROIT OFFICE at Detroit, bichigan 
Will maintain contact with confidential informants previously 


developed during the course of the investigation of this case and submit 
information received from them in appropriate report form. 


Aare 


- PENDING - 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN . WY¥rug no. 100=19707 MVR 





REPORT MADE AT BATE WHEN MADE een REPORT MADE BY 

EEW YORK, NEW YORK 12/27/43 1715, 22 7 ow 

7ITLE a : eo CHARACTER OF CASE - . 
pial wa LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, Wass INTERNAL SECURITY=-G , 
THE Co 


MMITTSE OF ONE MILLION , SEDITION 


eynopsisorracts: Details ef suit against GERALD L.K. SMITH by EDWARD AjPORERS set 
eut. Correspondence between SMITH and POWERS reflected method of 
working and outline of document describing the formation and source 


of ete ee eee OF ONE MILLION sarap eae \ 
Ler DAI aA A er oe! ; ut hi 
wUnevel ole fer interviews — ALL INT UNME EG Ouch AaNLD 
. ~ SILc4 reba’ rn. 
p HERE IS UNOLASSIIED 
D Th __se [ve Jee BYS#240 : 










REFERENCES t BUREAU FILE NO. 62-438818, 
. Bureau letter dated 10/15/43 t 


a Report of Special Agent dated 9/14/43 at New York, FY 
pee 8 Report of Special Agen dated IV27/As at 
peek Washington, DeCe 
| 71. Report of Special scent MMM dated 10/11/48 at 47 
© 6 = oy: ork, ale 


At the New York Supreme Court, Hew York City, file number 18687(195%) 
releting to the case of EDWARD A. POWERS vs. GERALD L.K.SMITH was reviewed by the 


’ 


y» i 
mul) | , AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK 


fy 
A complaint dated May 24, 1937 was filed on August 30,1957 which ~ 
elleged (1) that on er about November 15, 1956 the plaintiff and defendant entered 
into a joint venture or oo-partnership under the firm name and style of “COMM TIEE 
OF ONE MILLION", for the purpose of engaging in the business of combing a large 
group of citizens of this country into me group under the leadership ef the defendan 
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COPIES OF THIS REPORT 
Eureau (Eno. 1) 
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for the purpose ef cembating certain subversive activities and political theories 
now in this countryeescceesceese sand for the further purpose of collecting 
membership dues, contributions ef money, lecture administrative fees, and the - 
further purpose of selling printed speeches and other literature eater 

to the aotivities ef said business. 


It was also allegated that the plaintiff and the defendant entered 
inte the business under an agreement that the same should continue for an 
indefinite period until dissolved by mitual consent, that the plaintiff sheuld 
contribute his business experience and training and that the defendant should 
make the necessary leotures and speeches designated te encourage and premote 
the business, alse to attract members and to secure oontributiens, and that — 
the plaintiff end defendant should divide the net profits against which the 
plaintiff wes to receive a drawing account to be agreed apods 


Seeand; that on or about the 15th day of April 1937 the defendant 
toek exolusive possession ef the partnership books and assets and then ever 
since has prevented the plaintiff from having access therete. 


Third, that one of the principal items of income te the said 
venture or co-partnership was the subsidies or contributions of certain prem- 
inent persons in the city of New York and elsewhere, whose names were dis- 
Olesed te the plaintiff by the defendant, who were of the opinion that the 
activities ef the COMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION would inhere te and benefit er 
Promote their political views. The amounts so received by the COMMITIEE OF . 
ONE MILLION was kept seoret. by the defendant to whom such payments were made 
and until there is an accounting, the plaintiff has no way of forming en 
accurate opinien of the amount of these subsidies and contributions, 


Fourth, that the plaintiff and defendant collected as contributiens » 


and lecture administrative fees ee the sum of ewe 610 and that the 


expenses were approximately $3500, 


; The complaint goes on te allege that the ieintertres performed 

his agreement, but has received only $357 and the business has earned apprexi- | 
mately $7800, but that these estimates are only approximate since the defend- 
ant refused to acoount for the prefits. The plaintiff demanded that the 

Joint venture or oco-partnership be adjudged dissolved, that an accounting be 


hed and that the assets be divided after the payment a debts and con tes | 2 8. 


The defendant filed an answer in ‘whioh he denied every allegation oe 


ee the ean sao except that the plaintiff. received aes 


3 ‘The defendant served a demand for a verified bill of bee eeaiers? hk 
on the plaintiff, but according to the reoords, it was never filed, On January’ 


ce "re aeee a err puleties was filed nereeine that the action should be discontinued 
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without costs, 


It was ascertained that REGINALD FIELD attorney ef the firm ef — 
FIELD & FIELD, 60 Bast 42nd Street, who was the attofney for EDWARD 0." POWERS 


is now serving in the United States 4 that his 

files are in the poasession of b 
a contacted end after ebtaining permission from the 

wife of REGI | FI made available the file in the case entitled "EDWARD 


£ 


A. POWERS vs. GERALD L. K. SMITH. 






A reveiw of this file reflected the fellowing items which are 
believed te be of interest to this investigation: 


A memorandum dated April 1, 1937 addressed te Mr. GERALD L.K.SMIT 
signed by EDWARD A. POWERS, states,” As a result ef meeting last night with 
the five Action Group Leaders, one representing ach Berough ef the oity, plans 
were laid for a big meeting in Jamaica, JANES G. LAN, a former member ef the 
Veterans Reserve Cerps will be keyman in the building of this meeting. He 
will combine the 115 men of the Reserve Corps, who live in Queens, with other 
organizations in that Berough, and our action cermittee men who live there 
will be put to werk in building up this meeting. This will be our meeting, 
we will direct it and oentrol through our action groupe 


“I believe that we can take in, as a result of this mesting, the 
115 men of the Veterans Reserve Corps and a great many new members which eur 
action groups will develop between now and this mesting.” 


An unsigned memorandum to POWERS dated March 24, 1957 states, 
"Concerning use of the city workers, Wo outside worker shall be appointed 
permanently until he has passed through an experimental period whioh shall 
be characterized as follews: (1) He must submit hia own application for 
epproval. (2) He must submit five ether applioatiens for approval secured by 
him. (3) He must then prooeed to arrange a meeting to be addressed either 
by Mre SMITH or someone whom Mr, S“ITH will designate. All names collected 
by the prospective worker shall be forwarded to the COMMITTEE headquarters 
to Mr. GERALD L.KE.SMITH, for the purpose of legitimate bookkeeping. However, 
the total amount from his first 50 applications will be returned to him by 
oheck signed by the treasurer of the committee. If he continues his work in 
the negt 150 applications, one-half of the dues shell be returned to hin. 
After he has secured 200 applications, he shail then submit himself for a new 
and permanent agreement with the COMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION." 


A memorandum dated April 1, 1937 addressed to SMITH from POWERS 
referred to a proposed meeting to be held at St. Veronica's School Auditorium, 
New York City, on April 15, 1937. It states that Mr. DAN, MALONEY, who is the 
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president and founder of the GUILD OF HONOR, an orgenizsatien of Catholic men, 
was oflling tegether his group with wives and fanilies, which should approximate 
about 760 te 1000. The memorandum requests that no members ef the ataff ether 

then Mr. REILLEY and POWERS be assigned to handle the details of this meeting. 
‘The title of the proposed talk was "RELIGION V8. COMMUNISM.” POWEHS stated,"J 
believe that this is a good title and will cause a let ef favorable publication 
for eur movement.” He added that “the 500 members of the Guild of Henor will 
unquestionably beoome Action Group Members after yeur talk." 


: A letter dated April 1, 1957 te SMITH frem POWERS enclosing a 
letter from IRAYHARRELSON, an attorney at Atlante, Ga., which POWERS cheracter- 
ized "ene of the most important documents we have received here in this office 
to date.” This letter dated Maroh 30, 1937 calls attentien te the Federal 
Statute making it a criminal offense to create a scheme or a device te defraud 
er in any manner use the mails in furtherence thereof, It suggests that if 
there is any way thet JIM FARLEY could publish the leader “eur movement would 
not hesitate to do 80." The writer advised POWERS to keep his files under 
lock and key and to refuse to give any informatien to postal inspectors or 
Federal officers, and warned him that such information would be used against 
hime 


The file alse contained e typewritten deoument which outlines 
POWERS’ first meeting and hie subsequent associatien with GERALD L.K.SMITH. 
Photostatic oopies of this dooument are being furnished to the Bureau and 
the offioe of origin with this report, and one copy is being retained in the 
New York file of this case. The following is @ summary of its contents: 


POWERS first met GERALD L.K. SMITH threugh THOMAS J. FARRELL, 
publisher of the WORLD DIGEST, in October 1936. SMITH told POWERS that he 
was contemplating the development of a national erganisatien to fight 
commnigm and requested POWERS te"see what you can get me for $75,000 in 
the way of a radio network", and that "some of his very good friends were 
considering subsidizing his organization after Electien Day.” : 


On November 7th er 8th POWERS submitted a complete plan fer a 
National Broadcast. Thereafter he had almost daily meetings with SMITH fer 
the purpose of discussing develepments of Smith's plans for the proposed 
organisetion, 


During this peried SMITH told POWERS of his very good friends 
with whom he was negotiating to subsidige the erganizatien. Ha stated that 
the keyman ef this group was BELL, President of the American Cynamid Ce. and 
Treasurer of the Republioan Party, and that some ef the members of the greup 
were BROWN, President of Johns-Mansville, and MARSH, an Insurance executive, 
He stated this was the main group from which he hoped te obtain subsidy, He 
stated that he did not solicit them but that they called him and edked if he 
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would erganize suoh an organization as he end POWERS then oontemplated. 


SMITH later told POWERS that he was going to be subsidized by BELL | 


- : and @ group of his assooiates, but that he would have to wait until BELL 
- returned to New York from California, where he was ill. POWERS induced SKI TH 








to start the organization in asmall way before returned and at SMITH's 
suggestion contaoted one d With the 
assistance of these men, & small meeting ganise ear the plane and 


purposes of the COMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION. The first meeting was held on or 
about February 15, 1937 and was attended by approximately thirty people, all 
of whom were brought through POWERS' personal efforts. 


_ Shortly before this necting (Oe a0: ® visited 
SMITH, obwiously for the purpose of telling him that was saying 
that he had to pay off to GERALD SLITH on the inoome from the siot machine 
racket in New Orleans to keep SMITH from exposing the situation. SMITH and 
POWERS disoussed the advisability of his “outting in on the take” and POWERS 
advised SMITH ageinet it. SMITH finally accepted PONERS advice but stated 
that he was justified in taking such money as he used it for the development 
of the COMMITTEE and that besides ‘this money was being used to fight his 
political friends in Louisiana, 


The COMMITTEE OF ONE w3{LION was finenced in the beginning by 
$1000, which was paid by en «: SMI THts efforts in his behalf to 
obtain the trucking business o TED FRUIT COMPANY. The payment was 
made in two $500 checks made myable to cash which were endorsed by EDWARD 








> POWERS. (Smith allegedly asked POWERS to try and get the money on the checks 
“without endorsement, so that the records could be made to show the money as 


a contribution to the COMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION.) 


When SELL returned to New York City, SUITH met him at the Unien 
League Club. After this meeting SMITH had told POWERS in private that BELL 
had said the only thing which prevented him from providing subsidy was te 
devise a method by which he could get the money to SMITH without destroying 
both of them. After that SMITH became very secretive with POWERS and told 
him he was to forget that he had ever mentioned BELL's name and that he had 
sworn en oath to hold the contact with him in absolute confidence, 


POWERS wrote a brochure entitled "REBUILDING AMERICA", which was 
used by the Comalttee for the promotion of membership. He also claimed credit 
for devising such expressions as “sotion committee men", “action group","aotioen 
group leader™ and other terms used by the Committee. After the first meeting, 
daily meetings were held at the HOtel Pennsylvania for four weeks. On one 
occasion when PORERS met SMITA in a restaurant for a private meeting, he 
opposed him en the policy which he was following, and SMITH allegedly becane 
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quite indignant and stated that he was running the erganizatien and that his 
ideas were the only ones to be oonsidered. This, acoording to POWERS, was 

the beginning of the split between SI1TH and him and after that SMITH was cool 
towards POWERS and insisted on sending orders to hin aaa other perseng 

in the office, 


| et was located 
at telephonically advised that he was 7¢ 
perléotly ng to co-opera matter and that he would furnish any 


information which is available. He stated, however, that he is working at —y? 
the United States Post Office in New York City, and requested that the in- 

terview with him be postponed until after the Christmas season. stated 
that he makes this request because he is presently working more than twelve 

hours a day and is on the night shift at the Post Office. 





It has been ascertained that HENRY W. MA2SH, for whom a lead 
was set out to interview in the report of Special Agent L IW 
dated 11/27/43 at Washington, D.C., is deceased. It is e 
to cover the lead to ascertain from the American Petroleuwn Institute, 50 
Rookefeller Center, New York City if SMITH received pa;ment for speeches 
in behalf of that organization, This lead will not be cevered by the New 
York office unless requested by the Bureau or by the office of origin, 
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NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION bre 
| AT WEW YORK, NEW YORK-Mill interview Sa eee 
ew York City, for complete information concerning G on with ¢ 
L.K. SMITH, and ascertain partloularly if he has any kmewledge of SMITH's 


connection with subversive groups or individuals, 
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J. Edgar Hoover = Directors Federal Bureau of Investigation 


GERALD L, Ke. STTH 

THD AM-RICA FIRST PARTY 
INTCRNAL SECURITY 
SEDIT ON 


You will recall that in recent reports subeitted in this case several 
references have been made to a book entitled, “And Soe Thay Indicted le," 
written by one J, Fdrard Jones. Subject Seni th 4s apparently vory much 
interested in this book and has reportedly gone to the extent of assisting 
in arranging for ites publication and distributio. You rill recall that in 
your letter of November 18, 1943, you furnished a obry of a leaflet distri buted 


by Sntth under date of October 1e, 1913, making particular reference to the 
book » 





The Bureau desires that you secure a copy of this book as soon 
—\ as possible for trananittal to the Burean. The Burcau would further 
appreciatp your furnishing any other data now available to you indicating © 
“4 the exact part played by Saxith in connection with arranging for the 
Att pudlication of the book. Although it is clear that Smith in comectian 
vate with selling subscriptions for his wagazine, "The Cross and the Flag," has 
—_ disserinated copies of the boak ‘and he apparently assisted Jones to sore 
extent in srranging for the publication of the book, it is not definitely 
clear from the data heretofore gub~itted as to whether Snith bineelf actually 
published the book for Joes or meroly perfected certain prelisinary arrangerents 
=> toward its publication. 
3 eB 
3 Please furnish a copy of the book and the data Fequested as soo 
aa as ern ; 


wie 
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Re: GERALD L. K° SMITH, with aliases; Et al 
INTERNAL SECURITY (G); SEDITION 












Dear Sir: 


There i below the substance of information 
obtained from whose identity is known to th 
Bureau, during the period from November 29 through December 19, 1943. 


( Informant advised under date of December 1, 1943, SMITH wa 

3 in contact with Congressman CLARE-MOFFMANN relative to the dispute which 
seh Reverend LELAND MARION, of Pontiac, Michigan, had with the Office of Pric 
= Administration relative to his gasoline allowance. At this time HOFFMANN Ti) a 
advised SMITH that his constituents were more or less becoming disturbed 
because of the fact HOFFMANN was “tying up" with SMITH. HOFFMANN at 
time elso advised SMITH that he had had inserted in the Congression 
ere Record the facts relative to MARION's dispute. en ye ook 






It is being noted at this time that all iin MARION's dis- S4,.. 


Sg pute with the Office of Price Administration he has consistently appealed 
} to SMITH for advice and SMITH has more or less advised MARION relative to 
iss the procedure to be followed by MARION in the entire course of this dispute. 


It was ascertained through Informant that SMITH has been in 
communication with HARVEY-SPRINGER at Chicago, Illinois, and SMITH advised 
SPRINGER that Congressman SMITH, who was investigating the OPA, wanted 
Reverend MARION to come to Washington to testify before his committee relative 
to the activities of the OPA. 


On December 7, 1943, it was ascertained through Informant that 





Oe Informant advised that under date of Deeeber 16:85 1! 
ee was to hold a meeting of the America First Party at the akea di H 
in Detroit, Michigan, and that Reverend MARION was to address this | 
meoting. \e 
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Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. Su lTH, was; zt al 
December 27, 1943 INTERNAL SECURITY (G); SEDITION 


This meeting was actually conducted and results of same 
will be set forth in report form, 

Informant advised under date of December 10, 1943, that 
SMITH had received a form letter from the office of the Attorney General 


_ of the United States requesting SMITH to submit copies of his megazine, 
"The Crosa and the Flag" for perusal by the Department of ea a 


In this same connection SMITH was in Secatelicat ion with 
: HARVEY SPRINGER at Denver, Colorado, on December 11, and at that time 
Ssh Reverend SPRINGER stated that he also had been requested by Washington to 
send a list of his publications. SMITH advised SPRINGER to submit all of 
his publications as supplementary publications. 


r 









t wa rtained through Informant that SMITH was recently 
‘iin (phonetic), a reporter from St. Louis, 
Missouri, who apparen was Detroit, Michigan, for the purpose of writing 


contacted by 
an article concerning the activities of SMITH and his group in this area. - 


It was also ascertas ned through this sane informant that SMITH had been con= 


tacted by connected with the Ford Motor Company, 
and at tha vise that there was an individual named JOE 
who was in Detroit for the purpose Of writing a series of articles allegedly 


exposing the activities of the Communist Party in Detroit, Michigan. Infor 
mant stated that SMITH was under the impression that this individual was 
going to favor SMITH's pol ad defend him against the Communist critics, 









£ It has ascertained that the individual referred to as ‘JG 

was undoubtedly connected with the Constitutional Educational 

League in New York city. This individual apparently was to receive a great 

a of material from the Ford Motor Company relative to Communist activities. 
was also supposed to be writing a book in rebuttal to the book "Undercover", 
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Informant related that he had received information to the 
effect that Colonel McCORMACK was to appear in Detroit, Michigan, to give a 
speech before the Detroit athletic Club on December 15, 1943. It was also 
ascertained that SMITH attempted through the Ford Motor Company to attend 
this luncheon, with negative results. 


Very truly yours, 
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JOHN S. BUGAS, SA 
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- Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
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From: J. Edgar Hoover 


. Le x Sim, with aliases} 














ee: Subject: 
_ : CA FIRST PARTY 
Mr. Tolson INTERNAL SECURITY « G@ 
Mr. E. A. Tamm SECURITY MATTER - SEDITION 
ce Mr. Clegg 
want. Mr. Coffey 
a————= Mp. Glavin For your Snformation there are 7 a photostatio copies he 
ord Pays Bodyguard for ae 


Mr. Ladd ofan article relative to subject captioneg, For , 
Fascrat Gerald K¢sai.th,® which appeared in he danuary 2, 1944, issue .~ 


Mr. Nichol : 
of-tnie spape eo orker." 
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Mr. Hendon % q o 


Me, Monten ef patcy 1944 P.M 
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ae : Mr. Quinn TankbethA! 
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Gerald K. Smith’ 








mo wv 


oa Leaders Also 
On Ford 1 Payroll 


} : : 
a | . _ .” By John Melon —C(<tsté‘i«~“S 
Who do you think pays the wages of the personal body: 
guard of fascist Gerald head‘of the revived: _ 
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mh 
a —” “America First Party” and an avowed enemy of the entire. 
= Sie effort? —° 
<r R Ri rT Gerald K. L. Smith’s gunman bodyguard, The Worker 
Sag —_______——0bs able anyrecal exclusively, is pald 
Oni by He ord! - 
ma It is “well that we Know these 













thirigs, and it is necessary that all 
progressives begin to search dee 
into the make-up of America 
~|™fth Column, especially alnce ! 


historle decisions reached at 
the decisions of Tehr 
be carried out if fascism 


SS 
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——Tieifa 






















Tan— 
can 





= © 
=i here and sbrosd is investigated, ‘\ 
ss fx} fry identified, held up to public ex- VA): 
ac ari |posure and then wiped out, / a 
ZS Gerald L. K. Smith is not simply i FAN, 
oA " Z Nk 4 
‘ A, J 
ia 
156 NY \ 
be alt (Just one day after this article (\ 
t if was written and was going te ; ; 
C ™ press, it was announced in De- 
i ‘ troit that Mr. Bugas had quit the 
FBI and had become chief as- 


i demanded ef. 

Sol ‘ast : Teena “ae This is a clipping from 
a 

relationship” ef the Ford Empire, P&E° J Sece { of 

and Mr, Bugas during the past 
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SS nae > > ae 
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= — am (Continued from Page yp 
rential function for the fascist] — ‘___ 

minded wing of the Republi can) name of the Detroit branch of thd] 
Hoover -wing—which: fascist outfit to the “United Sogs 
of America” and continued its &c- 
tivities, especlally in the direction 
‘of stirring up race hatred between 
white and Negro workers. 


Leader of the camouflaged . Kian 
outfit ls one E. axie. He’s presi-.~ 
dent of the yOnited Sons_of Amer: _ 
jena.” 

“He is employed by Henry Ford, 

Secretary-treasurer of the “United 
Sons of America” is peri He 
has a job in the Ford r Rouge 
plant, 

A secret off-shoot of the’ Klan’s 
“United Sons of America” has been 
{grmed. knewn as the “United Sons. 
of America of Michigan. " A man. 
named Ward EY ng heads the. 
state organiz He works 
rectly for Harry "Bennett in 
Ford Personne) Department. 

Meanwhile, Al ahn, one ¢f 
the hard-hitting co-autnorg of tHe 
best selling book “Sabcstage” who 
exposed the whole fascist setup in’ 
Detroit and Ford's connections, re- 


yeals in th t issue of the 
publicatio: ew Currents” that. 
the leader the whole Michigan 


Klan and one of the forees behind 
pire. the horrth it race riots is one. 
Wo neo’ only to. look inte . the! Charles are. . 
Ford plants of today to find proof! “He ts employed by a Wetective 
that Ford remaing a protector @M& ageifty’ which ‘derives its income 
prevides a base of operations for from supplying labor sples to the 
fascist-minded eriminals, ‘Ford Motor Company,” Kahn writes. 
Here are the present-day facts:; Another oe tle-in between fas- 
Following the public clamor and'cist Gerald L. th and Ford 
protest against the activities of the.is one aa owell, renegade 
Ku Klux Klan after the disgraceful, Negro, who tions as Smith's. 
Sojourner ‘Truth housing riots, “advisor” on fomenting discord. 
leaders of the Kian changed the strife between whites and Negro 
- jin the Detroit area, Nowell age - 
‘(Continued on on neve $) ‘\ployed by Ford in Bennett's , 
ey: 








































Willkie, Smith’s furictlon™ is ¢ 
smear Willkte and to threaten 
“third party’ revolt against 
possible nomination. Smith’s wlti 
mate aim, is of course, s Fasc 
America, . 

The man whe {fg carrying ou 
this dirty work in the 1944 elec 
tong meanwhile, is protected by 
bodyguard yee for by Ford’s 









from Henry Ford's payroll throug 
Ford’s fascist-minded aide, H 
Bennett, shouid be convinci 
proof of this charge. - 

There i n0 need fr ut go i 












aint ihe efforts of the CIO 
organize this want. industrial em 
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| At this point, this writer woul! 


e to raise a pointed question a 


‘dprect ¢ to J. Edgar Hoover, heat’ 


the FBI, This writer was told 


unimpeachable source that the 


shead of the Detroit bureau of the 


‘FBI, Mr. John S. Bugas, is an inti-: 


‘mate friend of Harry Hennett. 


, Strangely enough, when the FBI. 


(investigated the recent bloody De~ 
troit race riots,. neither Ford nor 
Bennett were even. remotely con- 
nected with that disastrous affair 
which dealt a body blow to our war 
effort. 

Doesn't the FBI know that some 
of the chief inciters of the riots, 
the Klan chiefs mentioned abcve, 
are on Ford’s payroll? f 

Some time ago, Ral Rimar, 
formerly one of Benheit's cpief 
epies, turned on the Ford Gestapo 


set-up and wrote a book which pub-| 


Ushers all over the country were 

either afraid of, or considered too 

hot to publish. Rimar's book never 

saw print in bock form and is still 

seeking a publisher. In his introduc- 

tifin, he charged that Ford h 
te ties with every brand 


———— 


filsclsm, and that Bennett “work#d 


spies and provocateurs “night 
and day” to stir up race riots 
Detroit as a means of weakening 


the CIO in preparation of smashing 
i. . > oy . 


' Are we to have more race riots in 

Detroit? Are the real forces behind 

the scenes to be whitewashed, as 

they have been up to the present 

moment? Are the organizers of 

these Nazi-like acts to be given 
yen and support from Ford’s pa 
uz = . 

We don’t only demand an 

er, We demand action! 


eT ae otto y 


~ 





Pe 

Rr i 
eee . t ua 
( : a Bir. Tolsom.. .....2-. | 
a Tir. EB. An Terme. F- 
as ; 


scape Er 


. Federal Burean of Investigation 























: es r ; ye Sa oe” © ee 
Re : Dive feleyigee 
fe United States Department of Justice * his. pa - 
S - Ras Detroit, Michigan ; y Bots BaGdee!. - 
inp January 8, 19 ie; 4 i Mr. Nickie. of 
pechassiv-v of $0-£8TS/Mhe ; Us Maeve ci) 
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\ ) a ore oe AIR MATL SPECIAL DELIVERY ‘ir. Corson 5... 
1 a ie us — B ; 4 Mr. Fiendon.j.....- {. 
tical a 4. % \ | iar. Biomford 2 f 
Director, FBI” ee 4 : | Ye Mr. Gere... Ny 
; : aa Mr. Quinn Tatam.... 5 
| Re: GERALD L. x Oserra, with aliases Bis. Nene anon | 
a AMERICA FIRST PARTY 7 pierigeney ee 
y INTURNAL SECURITY - G 
{-\...+. . SECURITY MATTER - SEDITION 





_ Dear Sir; 7 z 


b70 


This is to advise that 
whose identity is known to the Bureau, advised the Detroit Field . 
Officelon January 6, 1944, Subject SMITH in a conversation with 
GERALD[WINROD of Wichita, Kansas, SMITH advised WINROD that he wanted 
a to congratulate WINROD on his being honored (apparently referring to | AL 


‘ 


i 


ee SMITH advised WINROD that he had information to the 
lac effect that the Chicago Tribune had an excellent editorial which 
related the entire thing as an outright violation of the Civil Lib- 


erties Statute. WINROD said that he had been in contact with his 
Washington counsel who had things in hand, that no warrant had been 
——- issued and that he probably would not be arrested. 


ee WINROD advised further that his bond would be trans- 

, ferred and his attorneys would attack the indictment as soon as they 

« had access to certain parts of the Grand Jury records. WINRO stated 
A that his attorneys felt the indictment was vulnerable and that the 
OS. position of the prosecutors would be precarious once his attorneys 

~  \ started to attack. WINROD added that he was not nearly go disturbed 

aes with this indictment as he had been with the two previous infiptments 
returned against WINROD. a A NQe. 







eo Geo = . 
os DEF kz Vt Fy . rae ace, a 
ae SMITH commented that he had teen watching thé PH and ar 


ra other alleged radical newspapers and that they had been quietly con- 
\.* tinued for the purpose of returning more indictments against others. 
i _,\WINROD mentioned the fact that a Mr. DENNIS hed been indicted and | ol 
ne. ; ,v was wondering whether or not this might mean some high type of coun- bra: 


ean lsel would be engaged by the defense. WINROD mentioned as a possibility “f 
\\along these lines phonetic) as an example. SMITH Jf °s Git + 
termed this individual as,a traditional isolationist. | fo Rae P if ATE, 
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ee his indictment in Washington recently by Federal Grand Jury). fe 
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Jetter to the Director ‘ January 8, 1944 


SMITH commented relative to an alleged statement made 
by Senator WHEELER that if these men had been as bad-as all that why 
did it take the Government three and one-half years to find it out 
and let the people know about it. This statement was supposed to 
. have appeared in the Chicago Tribune under date of January 5, 1944. 
SMITH requested that WINROD take a thousand copies of his new book 
and that WINROD stated he wanted his Wichita counsel to read it for 
suggestions as to procedure to follow in WINROD'S pending legal dif- 
ficulties. 

There is a possiblity that | OD and SMITH might have 
been referring to the book edited by EDWARW JONES entitled "Andy So 
They Indicted Me." In conn on with. thid particular book SMYfH 
pointed out to WINROD that it might be advisable for WINROD to read 
chapter forty-two, which particular chapter apparently dealt with the 
personal manager of Mrs. ELEANOR ROOSEVELP. SMITH suggested that this 
particular book might be a good model for WINROD to follow in his 
present operoenenees 


The edie is being forwarded to the Bureau a this time 
for the Bureau's information in view of WINROD'S indictment vy the . 
Federal Grand Jury in Washington. 


Very truly yours, 





| OHN S. BUGAS, SAC 
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Director, FBI 





a Re: GERALD L. *,Sounrrm, with aliases See ere. 
7 THE-AMENICA ¥IRST PARTY eee ane 

| INTERKNAL SECURITY = G ae 

SECURITY MATTER - SEDITION 


Dear Sir: 


ere is Bebieats eae below the substance of i bf 0 
mation obtained fram whose identity is known to 
ring the pe riod from December 20; 1943 through January 5, 194A. 





the Bureau, du 





Fite Informant advised that sMITH has been quite active in 
isin furnishing information to Keverend LELANI} MARION of Pontiac, Michigan, 
ar relative to the difficulties MAKION is e itera with the local Os Pe As 
office in connection with his gasoline eiletuents Informant related that 
: TH has instructed MANION in practically every move he has made wi 
reference to this particular matter. Informant advised under date of 
ae | pecember 25, 1943 that oMITH was contacted by someone who ceacribed himself /, 
a eK as a doctor and at that time SMITH was advised that the doctor had four 
Brazilian aviators visiting him and that he had something very. gee to 
tell sMIiH. The doctor also advised that he had aul 0 beaten the eval ey 


sine on a libel suit in the Supreme Court in ‘dears we A io Lf fo 








a 





a INDIES § Oe 
ie Informant was’ & ye need ser Ta cau éf Chicago, Illineis, 
to the effect that there was a young man by the : MATHESON (phonetic) — 
who was going about the country and that this individual allege perresented 








some of the Communist papers and that SMITH had betters watch him. f 
iti! . é BAD 
Informant advised under date-of er 2 = 
SMITH was going to start some activity relative to.the question 0 
Congressmen, and so forth, in an effort to aly some muster 
| ° the soldiers discharged from active duty. TH stated at this tite that he 
% 4 intended to circulate his America First (¢ tee in this connection and that 
es ‘ he also intended to circulate petitions; that in this way he could secure 
SS new names for his committee without arousing suspiciof.| In this same con- 


mectian. SMTTH eontactad Senator BYR and at that tind ‘suggested the possibility 


= | of adue members ‘of the America Firat Committee a pearing before his 
sub-committee, in anata eer the le slation ef the soldiers! 
mustering cut PaySOPrp DESTR 
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Letter ‘to the Director . Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH 
January 6, 1944 | 


It was ascertained through this same informant that 
SMITH had advised the local United Press Bureau to the effect that he 
intended meeting with a few of his people in St. Louis on about Jamary li, 
at which time plans were to be drawn up for a St. Louis meeting of the 
America First Committee. It was aleo ascertained through informant that 
SMITH was planning a meeting in Detroit, Michigan, which meeting was 
tentatively set for January 18. 


On January 3, 1944, it was ascertained through informant 
that SMITH was telephonically contacted by an unknown female, at which time 
it was requested that a hundred copies of the book by EDWARDJJONES be for= 
warded to GERALD WINKOD at Wichita Informant advised that SMITH 
had recently been in contact wien ili of the Legal Uepart- 
ment of the General Motors Corporation an h 
sympathy with SMITH'’s cause. SMITH received frem a list of all of 
the Kepublican politicians all over the United States. at that time 
advised SMITH that he had a complete list of both Republ d Democratie 
politicians and that he made no distinction egard to race, color, 
creed or political beliefs. SMITH advised that he intended to hear 
Governor BRICKER of Ohio speak in Detroit, an, and that there was a 
great possibility that GANNETT would aise be present at the tine 
BRICKER spoke. SMITH stated at this time that he belonged to the same 
lodges GANNETT was a well-known newspaper publisher and alleged by SMITH 
to be a member of the same lodge as SMITH. SMITH also referred to GANNETT 
in this connection as eo aU. C. man, moaning under=cover man, which he 
4 baw een tarmead himee) 
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During a conversation with SMITH condemned the 
recent public statements of J. Le LEWIS, GREEN and other labor leaders, 
which statements they allegedly made against both the President and General 
MARSHALL. SMITH commented that in his opinion he didn't know of any one of 
the fifteen known seditionists who were recently indicted in Washington, 

D. C. who would attack the President as Commander-in-Chief of the armed 
forces. SMITH explained that the seditionists had been attacking the 
President solely on political grounds; that politics is a profession just 


rvreon fev ea a* wane w FF Wasuew er eow rare —_—o-_ — ges See T=" —— = 


like law or medicines 


Under date of January 4, 1944, SMITH advised EARL 
SOUTHARD that he intended to go to St. Lo a conference and that 
at this conference he was to meet one who was coming back fram 
the South, and that at this particular c rence some statements | 
would be released for publication of national publicity. SMITH also 


Y 
AY ae 
a7] 


/ x 





Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH 


oe January 6, 1944 


advised YOUTHARD that he had received letters from fifteen United States 
 g Senators saying they did not favor the use of the Connally Resolution by 
oe the President to take us into any world government without the approval of 

“4 two-thirds of the Senate and that copies of those letters would be pub= 
lished in SMITH's magazine in the immediate future. 








a. It was ascertained through informant that SMITH was 
ee making arrangements to address a meeting of his committee in the Anthony 
Hotel in Fort Wayne, Indiana, on the night of January 13- ‘this same 
ted by 
n in b (ra 


advised that SMITH had recently been co = 
The Colliers Magazine, and tha was appare 
roit, Michigan, for the purpose of intervie SMITH. 


Very truly yours, 



















OHN S. BUGAS, SAC 
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oe | | BUREAU CONDUCTING EXTENSIVE INVESTI“ Tro CONCERNING &ITTH'S ACTIVITIES AD 

aa INPORKATION RECEIVED INDICATED THAT aT SUITH WAS CONTACTED 4 

| BY INDIVIDUAL WHO DESCRIBED MIMS:LF AS *DOCTOR" AND AT THAT TNE SMITH WAS 
ADJIS/0 THAT *DocTOES Ha POOR BRAZILIAN AVIATORS VISITING AIM AND THAT HE RAD 


SRTTHING YEPY DAPORTAMT TO TELL SuITH. "DOCTOR ALSO ADVISED THAT HE RAD 
SUST BEATIN =e LAGA7INE® ON LIBAL SUIT IN Ti SUPER COURT OF BRAZIL. 
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oa J, Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 


| GCRALD L, K, SUTA, with aliases : 
_.. +. HE aU RICA FIRST PARTY --2 000 sete 
TNITTNAL SECURITY @@ 00 
SECURITY MATTER = SEDITION 





| Reference is nade to your letter bearing the date of Jmuary 6, ILL, 
 - . . Wherein you furnished the Breau tion pertaining to 3199 
subject made available to you by during the period 
: fron Deoeber 20, 1943, through Janury 5, lhe 


ee In the fourth paragraph of your ictter you stated that information 
aie was received from the infornant to the effect that during the latter part af 
7 Decoder Smith indicated he intended to initiate sane type of activity toward 
cen recommending mustering out pay for soldiers dlacharged fron active duty. In 
os, thig connection your letter continued, "Smith stated at this tine that he 
; intended to ciroitlate his Ancrica First Committee in this camection and that | 
: he aleo 4ntended to circulate petitions; that in this way he could seaue 
ney names for his camrittee without arousing suspition." 


eee. | The Dorean ia interested in any activity of this type in wa‘ch 
sibiect may enrage and, accordingly, you should remain alert for adcit’ mal 
data pertaining to such activities, prorptly malting auch information available 
to the Turcau. If Setth actually gos through with his plans in this regard, 





pete, the Bureau: is espectally interested in knowing whether ho cirectly contacts 
4. es ecn who have been discharged fran the service and, if so, whether he attexpts 
~or oe to organise such indclvicuals or otherwi se appeal to then on a mass basis. 
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The above will be the subject of an address \ 
f° to be delivered by Mre. Joseph Richard who \ 
ra recently returned from Russia after being y 
. there six years. - ; 4 


“Mags, 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 1 
i ; 
3 
x 


8 p. Ms i 

, f 

‘ BOOK CADILLAC HOTEL f 
\ (See hotel bulletin board for exact location) ve 


y 
ms 


Our second meeting for the new year will be held in the BOOK CADILLAC 
HOTEL Tuesday night, February 1. 


Our guest speaker will be Mrs. Joseph Richard who recently returned from 
Russia. Mre. Richard is the wife of a prominent businessman in Chicage 
and spent nearly six years in the Soviet Union. 


Mrs. Richard will tell us in a.most interesting and intelligent manner 
facts concerning the Soviet Union which we should know in this critical 


. hour, ; 


Recently Mrs. Richard spoke under the auspices of our Committee in Chicago. 
She was warmly received, and I am informed by Captain Earl Southard, our 


Chicago leader, that she is one of the most interesting apeakers he has 
ever heard. : 


Mrs. Richard will speak on the subject: “RUSSIA AS I SAW IT." a 


This will be our most critical year. Wovember, 1944, will answer the big 
Questions: "What about America’s future?" "Will America come under the 


rule of bureaucratic dictatorship? or will we preserve our national 
independence?" 


The second front in Europe is being opened. We are told that nearly - 
1,000,000 men will be wounded, killed or captured. Will this bloody sacri- 
fice be followed by world government which will saddle upon us the yoke of - 
Blavery? or will we have the fighting courage this year to preserve our 


Nation at home while our boys fight abroad? 


your invitations & he. hands of ,only «t7* 
good, leyel Amer 3 and place them wisely fe the, a f ners : 





We have reached the place now where’ we must get down to ‘brass tacks’ snd, 
believe me, I expect to talk ‘cold turkey! eS you the night of February 1. - 






This will be @ closed meeting, which means that yeu are to be very care-)- 
ful about. : 
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UN BEHALF OF 


WAR VETERANS 


“WHEREAS, ihausandds i pouddeds of veterans of this war are now being mustered out of the service because of 
© wounds, medical discharges, and various other reasons; : , as 
WHEREAS, biijions of dollars are now being spent for non-military purposes on the citizens of foreign countries; 

| WHEREAS, yeterans mustered out of the Armed Services are returning home virtually penniless; 


We, the undersigned citizens of the United States of America, petition Congress to pass such legislation as will pfo- 
BS emeteesy out, » Due a -Fehabilitation b bonus that me help. the veteran to re- 


é 


s 7 «vide not only a cash payment upon bein 





; establish himself in the semimunity. : 
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Tie following 41 information hes scouitly: been rece! ved concerning the 
acts vitlar uf Gerald i, Ke Sedth of Detroit, ich gaps Ee. 


he: ap hak to a confident! al source of infomat’ on, ntth, at & 
meeting of hi “Apinertca Firat Tarty" held et Detro’t m the evening of 
shal eri’, 2 Aly announced that he anc the Skwrtica First Party,” using the 
fetorai's Poti tion Cordtioe," planud to circulate prtitions calling for 
Paice Spey raynents to peraainel rantercd unt of the Amuod Forers, 


| Reportccisy Saith, while amr-king at the wecting, elained that he ad 
hio orga ination wer largely resonable for the incrnased rate of per now 
— aller enlisted reesomel inacmuth as he sae tine aro samt €0,9°O sterstores 
4 to Conyers demanding a pay ratze for enlisted povsonncle Cantinn: E ir this 
vei:t, Sith urged Lis follorass to circulate and cause to bo almec the inatent 
petitions, and appamntly when e sufficlont mn-ber of petitions have beac 


execuiat, thoy will be forwarded to Congreso en nasate 


Srath, while sp,akins in behaly of his plan for dhercaed beets out 
Py, desex? bes} “th the petition, ellcoxdy esserted that “a reatly [350" 1a not 
om fhelert Tar Gir Serv. CeicN, es ncially in view "of the fact ie Aner! ca CH 

give every pergan in the 22 South Arerioan reroblies tic sum of 950." ornith 
~  Keorte ly cornonted tht every ronth 70,000 men are being Se ak the 
gaa services eye: at the present tine and that due to financial di fficultioe and 


“So ptwetcal defects ineident to their partic! ation in tae war, they are facing 


hardskirves whieh onld be rls aed by f the ee of nore wubatantial 
. payments Tor thum, | oe ss 


The source of information in thia matter also aivised tint eOconting 
' te Gedth, Colifor's hegarine plme to carry a story in tae near Suture congarnang 
Seith and tie "Anorrica First Party." Sntth has allopediy revealcc that Mi 
¢ Collier's tagasine recently vieited hie for the pur-coe bre 
al to forr the hasis af this articlk:. Im this camection 
the source of infornztion has further reported tint paotograr hers for Collier's 
verarin 1@ Were prosent ab the neeting Sele on Sanurry 18, 9b, and at St th's - 
request ride sevoral pictures of rothere who have eons in tr * Irwed TOTOES » 
Reported), (ese wan posed in croune displusing Gaithts “retition to Co gress* 
and it ie tue oplrion of the sormec of information that ths article in Collier's, 
” 4f it actually appears, will deal to sore decree with Szith's latest plen for 
Toleon gireulating petitions calling for greater nustering out paye 


tie 

Coffey —— Pron the information furnished by the Confident! al Source it docs nct 
Menigappess that Srith hao to date taken any steps tamard founding or orvacieene ay i 
Rosen_ E> of veterans! organization, As Indicated, hia conto-plated procecure is A 
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Gxith haa yoo making offorts to fam a ner vetcrans! emt ention 
aw is sencing ita forms or petitions ta rorsocnal, @echarped 
freem the Aran 


= SF sss we Forces 


sou wilh note fro: te attache! fawary nemorandkm 
oettan: Peeper the substunce of dita recacved by this Bureau eorecming 
the acti vition in tt 3 recanl, 1% eppears that Srith, using tue 
nae Mote ia hetition ¢ otter, Fe Gp ter SY, Detroit 31, ticiicun,* 
-rle e'yeolating “vetitions to Co:preas* calling for a "retasli tation 
bonus" for pessannel claectictged fra: the kr-ed Foreete Rcportedly he 
hos texen no action as yrt toward forming an orpa.ization of way 
weteras and is acendincting these netitions arons ide follaring wth 
tie “oui thet they will be ogra and gilisemie tly forvardes: to 
Coytess en 3838. * 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
































. Coffey 
United States Department of Justice oe SA aces 
Washington, B. C. Mr. Nicbols_____ 
Mr. Rosen 
. January 28, 1944 Mr, Tracy 
32:05 to 3:07 p.m. Mr. Acers 
4228 to 4:32 p.m. Mr, Carson___ 
Mr. Harbo 
FOR WR. D. Me. LA Mr. Hendon 
Mr. Mumford 
RE: GERALD 1. K. SMITH Mr. Starke 
Th erica First Party Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 
Internal Security ~ Sedition Tele. Room 





Mr. Nease 

In response to a call from SA J. A. Sizoo, SA Ga °: the Miss Beahm 
Detroit office called and stated that that office was in possession wigs Gandy 
of a copy of the petition which Smith is circulating. 











said that copies of this petition are being circulated at 
various meetings but as yet the Detroit office had no information as to whether 
} he wes sending any through the mail. Smith has, however, been in contact with 


several Congressmen, one of them being Congressman Reynolds of the House 
Military Affairs Committee. 


The aforezentioned petition J described as avpraximately 
15 inches in length and 10.inches in wi In essence the petition states 
that its purpose is to urge Congress to provide mustering-out pay and re- 
habilitation expenses to army veterans. The petition may be sizned by any 
American citizen over 18 years of age and instructions are contained thereon 
to send it to the following address: 


Veterans Petition Committee 
Post Office Box 459 
Detroit 31, Michigan 


ea indicated that no information has been received indicating 
that Smith is attempting to form an association of War Veterans. 


aso ACTION: SHEE w=: advised to forward this petition to the Bureau by air 
ae mail, speci elivery and to keep the Bureau advised of any additional infor- 
mation the Detroit office received concerning Smith's activities in ae ir 


_aneatiaiaicie me, 
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SUBJECT: GERALD L. K. SMITH 
PROPOSED REQUEST FOR INVESTIGATION 
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ACTION: This data is called to your attention in order that youSnay bel advised should 
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JANUARY 25, 1944 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT DETROIT riieno. 100-4754 















REPORT MADE AT a wine ge = 7 PATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR - oa 
WHICH MADE 
INDIANAPOLIS, IND!ANA 1/29/44 1/13, 26/44 Pee Cand 















f? . “: 3 CHARACTER OF CASE - 
GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, wiTH ALIASES INTERNAL: SECURITY ~ G 
he ase SECURITY MATTER; SEDITION 





SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: GERALD L. K. SMITH ADDRESSEO A GROUP OF 
175 peopce At Fort WaYNe, INO. ON 1-13-43. 
SPEECH CONSISTED OF RELATING HIS ACTIVITIES 
AND PLANS AND THE NEEO FOR DEFEATING THE New 


Dea vo eva Roose" FAME ERATE DONT AINE 
HERES GCE ASSIFIED 


REFERENCE: Bureau FILE: 62-43,818. DATE 
DETROIT LETTER TO INDIANAPOLIS DATED 1/10/44, 
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DETAILS: THIS 1S A JOINT REPORT OB ss ii, bP 


ANO THE WRITER. 















AT FORT WAYNE, |NDIANA ; 
On January 13, 1944, GERALD L. K. SMITH ConduUCcTeo 
A MEETING AT HOTEL ANTHONY, FORT WAYNE, JAOIANA. 
THIS MEETING WAS NOT PUBLICIZED IN FORT WAYNE IN 
ANY WAY AND SMITH aDVISED AT THE OUTSET OF HIS | 
TALK THAT HE HAD ORIGINALLY INTENDED ON COMING 
To ForT WAYNE TO SPEAK TO A FEW FOLLOWERS BUT. 
HAD LATER DECIDED TO HAVE AN OPEN MEETING, A if 
HAD SENT NOTICES TO A FE 









shards 


SMITH STATED THAT CaPTAtN EARL SOUTHARD oF CHICAGO, a. 
ILLINOIS, HAO BEEN SCHEDULED TO ADDRESS THE ASSEMBLY 
put CareTAiNn SOUTHARD HAD BEEN PREVENTED FROM BEI 
THERE BECAUSE OF SERIOUS ILLNESS IN HIS FAMI 


DO NOT WRITE IM THESE SPACES 
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SMITH INDICATED THAT THE ONLY PURPOSE OF THE MEETING WAS FOR HIM 
TO AGAIN MEET HIS FRIENDS IN FORT WAYNE, TO DISCUSS WITH THEM HIS 
RECENT ACTIVITIES AND HIS PLANS AND TO ALSO DISCUSS THE COMING PRESI- | 


” DENTIAL ELECTION. 


ae 


SMITH, IN HIS TALK, ‘TOLD OF HIS TOUR THRU THE WESTERN PART. OF THE 
COUNTRY, DIFFICULTIES HE HAS ENCOUNTERED AND @F THE WONDERFUL RECEP- 
TIONS HE HAD RECEIVEO AFTER EACH SPEECH. HE SAID THAT HE WAS BEING 
RECOGNIZED AS AN INFLUENCE AND QUOTED FROM NEWSPAPER ARTICLES THAT 
SEVERAL COLUMNISTS CONSIDERED HIM A FACTOR IN THE 1944 PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTION. 


{IN HIS SPEECH, SMITH SAIO THAT HIS PRIME INTEREST AND THOSE OF HIS 
FOLLOWERS WERE IN RETIRING THE ROOSEVELT FAMILY FROM PUBLIC OFFICE, 
He stated "Give ROOSEVELT A FourTH TERM AND STALIN ano HITLER wite 
LOOK LIKE PIKERS COMPARED WITH BUREAUCRATIC CONTROL ANDO DOMINATION 
UNDER WHICH THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WILL BE BURIED.” HE BITTERLY DE- 
NOUNCED NUMEROUS ADMINISTRATION LEADERS, IXCLUDING Vice PRESIDENT - 
WALLACE, HAROLD HOPKINS AnD SECRETARY. ICKES. 


He STATED THAT THE AMERICA FIRST PARTY HAD MADE PLANS SO THAT THEY WoULo 
NOT BE DUPED tN THE 1944 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS. HE SAIO HE THOUGHT 
THE REPUBLICANS WoULO NOMIKATE "AN AMERICAN” FOR PRESIDENT, @UT HE 
STATEO IF THEY DIO NOT THE AMERICA FIRST PARTY WOULD CALL A NATION~ 
WIDE CONVENTION AND NOMINATE THEIR OWN CANDIOATE. HE SAID A MAN OF 
WENDELL WILLKIE TyPe waS WOT:ACCEPTABLE. HE SAIO HE GOULD NOT GE 
CONTENBED WITH WILLKIE Nor A WILLKIE STOOGE AND STATED HE WAS SOhte 
SURE THE REPUBLICANS FELT THE SAME WAY. 


He STATED THAT SUITABLE seeuacecane: wow HE WOULD CONSIDER A SATISFACTORY 
NOMINEE FOR PRESIDENT INCLUDED VANDENBURGH, NYE, HOFFMAN, LINDGERGH 

ANDO FATHER COUGHLIN. He STATED THAT SUITABLE DEMOCRATS WOULD BE 
SENATORS BURTON K. WHEELER or ROBERT REYNOLDS. 


SMITH, DURING HIS TALK, STATED THAT HE WAS HOPING FOR AND PLANNING FOR 
A LARGE MASS MEETING TO BE HELD AT THE SHRINE AUDITORIUM tN FORT WAYNE 
IN THE NEAR FUTURE. HE STATED HE HOPED TO BRING CLARE HOFFMAN, (RepP.) 
OF MICHIGAN AS THE PRINCIPAL SPEAKER OR SOME OTHER eo SUITABLE IN- 


DI VIDUAL. bre vw 


HOTEL KegNAN, ForT WaYNeE, rrre ADVISED THAT SMITH AND 
HIS WIFE ARRIVED AT THIS HOTEL AT 10:53 A.M. ON JANUARY 13TH AND CHECKED 
ouT aT 9:40 P.M. ON THE SAME EVENING. THE RENTING OF THE BALLROOM AT THE 
Hote ANTHONY WAS DONE BY PHONE FROM SMITH'S HEADQUARTERS AT DETROIT, MICH. 


~ REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO. OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 


Dee 











THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 


January 31, 194 


My dear Mr. Hoover: 





I am enclosing a clipping whi 







My. Mease.-..-------- § 


was sent to irs. Roosevelt by one of he 
Mi.s C Wee ceeeenen | 


eee ceeet 


correspondents. 
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Mrs. Roosevelt will appreciate 


Zs 


it if you will let her know about this 
story. 
Very sincerely yours, 


Secretary to 


oN 10M CONTAINED Mrs. Roosevelt. 


ee ¥ « 


§ Wis. SOWIED 


fe had 


ir. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Devartment of Justice ye” 
Washington, D. C. gy he” 
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GERALD SKITH SEEN LINING UP VETERANS 


"Potential Storm Troop" Seen by Anti-Nazi League 


by pete ong 
World-Telegram Staff Writers 


Gerald L, 5 atin, one=tine satellite of the Late Huey oe a Father 
Coughlin, who doesn't quail at being called a demagogue, has found himself 
Gone facet of endeavor. He is now busy collecting on a national scale be 
names of returned war veterans who have been mustered out. 


His object is not entirely clear, But the Non-Sectarlan Anti-Nazd League to 
Charpion.Human Rights today called it "an attempted marshalling of the votes 
of émerican veterans into a potential storm troop eervice of an incipient Hitler," 


Besides the names of the veterans, Vr, Smith is also willinr to 


contributions of $1 to ss ae up, according to af SAE TAN 


letter dated "January — which arrived in NW PS UN: x 
Muster—Out Pay. sat 


| | a DATE | “fe gv Bete he 
The salutat’on was directed to "Ly Dear Patriotic an clésed a No= 


Postace-Stamp=Necessary business rcphy envelope, addressed to Mr. Smith ag 
Director and Organizer \Qinerica First Party, Detroit, Mich. 





One purvose of collecting the names of the returned veterans, he says, is to 
form a\"National Committee" to fuarantee mustering-out pay "from $500 up" for 
every in the armed services. 


While heretofore I. Smith has hinted at forming a third party ticket, along 
isolationist lines, for the Presidential campaign, this is not indicated in the 
letter except, perhaps, for the opening sentences "This 1s one ofthe most 
la letters I nave ever written you," 


Promises Leadership 


The letter talks about "international politicians and international bankers" 

who "squander our natural wealth on foreigners." And it promises “a leadership 
meeting in every center in the United States" and petitions filled with ea 
nameSe , 


"Whether you are able to donate a large or small mm of money to this noble crusade," 
adds Mr, Smith in a P, 8., “please rush your contribution." 


A blank headad IMPORTANT! IMPORTANTS IMPORTANT! urges that the nane, address 
and branch of service of a returned veteran be filled in. 


Called a Menace. 


This gathering of veterans! names by the former Townsend pension plan pramoter 
was called "a menace to the public welfare and safety" by James H, Sheldon, 
administrative chairman of the Anti-Nazi Lengue. "The only question is which of 
the people's agencies should inquire into such a situation,® lr. Sheldon said. 
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' tomer? collecting nares diecharced war voterens on a national scales The 
enclose is being returned Mermitte 8 le | | 


Hay T at the outset advies you that Mr. dence “mrmee, Adinistrati ve 
= focnas i. 1h, 6 meee cate toae Sah Gatto Oe 
pe 2 s : ng 
7. noggeerton’ or tite Barca a” bo the activities of Oereld Ly K. maith in tts 
ee connections Attached Swreto is a cirest of the infernstion #idech hes been 
i ecetypad to dxte conceming the actions of Oerald Ly Ke faith in cirriinting 
: ~- sfgt!tfons to Congress” caliing for = “remit litet(an bore” for persorrel 
arene ¢! setae! fron the Armed Forces, The letter cited in the enclosure to as 
gee ell Turpsr.'s correvication hes been diatribated br Sith to his eadixrents in an 
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that be hae taken any definite action txram forming any veterars’? ory isati ore 
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effort to start a hew veverars organisation, 
Said Barnes cesires to snow about this, LT. Han 
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Federal Burean of Investigation . 
United States Department of Justice es. tae 
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Calls 4:40 P. Me January 27, 298M ofc fox BEC EAM 















MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 





Mr. Barnes of the White House was referred to me by 
your office. He advised that he had Sean several clippings 
relating to the efforts of Gerald Le. Ké Smith to form a new 
veterans! organtzation by sending forms to discharged soldiers. 








I informed Mr. Barnes that we are checking this matter 
and that it has been referred to the Criminal Division for study 


as to whether there ts a violation of any Federal Statute. an 
iit a 


Mr. Barnes requested that we furnish to him a memorandum 


of this situation. ie 
a ieee 


-—7, 
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Federal Rureau of Investigation 


wes United States Bepartment of Justice 
Detroit ~ Michigan 
January 28,-1944 


| | ATR MAIL SPECIAL DELIVERY 








4 Director, FBI 

ape Rez: GERALD L. x. Surre, with aliases 

“4 sae gee CALL NFODYO TON CONTANE 
SEDITION HERE'N (f UROL SSIAED 


Dear Sir: | DATE 2442 8 


Reference is made to the telephone conversation of this 


afternoon between Mr. Joseph Sisoo of the Bureau and Special Agent 
of this office relative to the above-entitled matter. bre 








Detroit Office attended a SMITH meeting on January 18, 1944, and this 
informant has advised the Detroit Office that at this particular meeting 
Subject SMITH announced to those present that he was circulating a petition 
to be signed by all those present, said petition being addressed to Congress 
and asking Congress for some immediate legislation to provide cash for 
servicemen being mustered out of the service. <A copy of this petition 

re furnished to the Detroit Office ad thformant: bam ae on enclosed 


d 
y This 4s to advise that @ confidential informant of the 
an atl 






Along these sane lines, this sane informant 
to the Detroit Office a form letter which was circulated to all those 
on SMITH's mailing list, which form letter more or less announces the 
campaign to be instituted by SMITH relative to the eros out pay 
for servicemen. 





‘This same informant has advised that at his last two meetings, 
SMITH has commented to those in attendance that if they knew of any soldier 
who had been mustered out of the service, they should invite the soldier 
: to attend the meetings and, if possible, to have the soldier sit on the 
a ote platform and perhaps say word or two to the audience, 
me COPIES DESTROYED 
- -) 2050cT 131964 The Detroit Offi 
cate that SMITH ha 





has not yet. received any information to he ss 
mailing pamphlets and enclosing se f= 


: Rew aRLE Hy 2 


a a3¢t 18 lay BT 
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: Letter to the Director: | January 28, 1944 


: addressed envelopes to any of his followers. This fact, however, will 
be borne in mind during future inquiries made in instant case and the 
Bureau will be kept currently advised. 


Rik 
ieee ane 


Very truly ‘yours, 
bay (G Auemer 
ae: | R. A. GUERIN, SAC 


Enclosures 
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America must remain independent © ate FIRST means—Feed, Clothe, Defend, Americans First, The Four Freedoms for America First. 


America first in war and peace ¢ We must have a choice in 1948 « No fourth term « Bring the boys home when the war is won, 


~ AMERICA FIRST PARTY 


GERALD L. K. SMITH 


DIRECTOR AND ORGANIZER 
e 


BERNARD A. DOMAN . "  _ POST OFFICE BOX 459 
SECRETARY and TREASURER Detroit, Michigan 


Dear Friend: 


Shortly after the first of the year you will receive your 
calendar. We will not mail it until the Christmas rush is over. 


I am sure that I do not need to remind you that your faithful- 

ness and: génerosity makes it possible to carry on our dynamic 

and dangerous crusade. The evil and unpatriotic forces which 

would sell our Country to the highest bidder never. cease to haunt 

us and persecute us. However, we glory in the victory which we 

believe lies ahead; namely, the end of New Deal tyranny and the 
_restoratian aft. hee eee Certy. eae é 

. } , : 


a -_ 


Our boys are dying by the thousands, and it is e eine 

invasion of Europe will cost us a iit peeadel ise 5 cae se 
When our boys who live through this war return to us the. least 

we can do is to prove to them that we have been true to America 
first. Furthermore, it will be a disgrace to the human family 

if we permit international conspiraters to destroy the form of 


as and the American way of life for which our sons have 
ed. , , 


We are launching a campaign which 
, : you will hear about soon, look- 
ing toward the passing of a law which will guarantee a square 


deal for our service men as they are mu 
Services. y mustered out of the Armed 


It is time for us to quit givi 
Biving away so much money to foreigners 
and begin to take care of our own soldier and 
: sail 
being discharged penniless, a aaa ae 


Yours for America First, 


GERALD L. K. SMITH 


Mest and butter for Americans fint ¢ Billions for victory, not one penny for igternationalist Propaganda. 
ORDER OF LOYALTY—ARMED FORCES FIRST—CIVILIANS SECOND—ALLIES TH§RD—REST OF WORLD LAST. 


“For God and Country” 
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INSTRUCTIONS: 


i. This petition can be signed by any American citizen over 18 years of age. 






2. Do not delay petition. Fill it up at the earliest possible moment and rush it in. Additional petitions may be 
received by addressing your request as follows: WETERAN'S PETITION COMMITTEE, P. O. BOX 459, DE- 
TROIT 31, MICHIGAN. 






If signer is a veteran, put the letter ‘“V" in front of his name. 





. . ee . : » e e 
Mail this petition in as sOon as it contains five or more names. 





This petition should be circulated in churches, schools, shops and offices. 





a 


The one circulating this petition should sign’ first so that his or her name can be 
is presented to Congress. | 


Campaign Slogan: “AMERICAN VETERANS FIRST" 


tered in a special file when it 















AR VETERAWS {(\ 


WHEREAS, thousands and thousands of veterans of this war are now being mustered out of the service because of 
wounds, medical discharges, and vatious other reasons; 

WHEREAS, billions of dollars are now being spent for non-military purposes on the citizens of foreign countries; 
WHEREAS, veterans mustered out of the Armed Services are returning home virtually penniless; 


We, the undersigned citizens of the United States of America, petition Congress to pass such legislation as will pro- 
vide not only a cash payment upon being mustered out, but a rehabilitation bonus that will help the veteran to re- 


establish himself in the community. 





z 
= 





: pe 4 
JOHN SDGAR HOOVER . f: Gost Mr. Tolson 
































ChrRecTor ( Mr. E. A. Tamm, 
Mr. Clegg 
‘ Federal Bureau of Investigation Mr. Coffey 
United States Aepartment of Justice re i eames 
Washington, A. €. Mr. Nichols_____ 
Mr. Rosen 
February 3» LOLA Mr. Tracy 
Time: 10:30 to 10:33 a.m. Mr. Acers 
Mr. Carson 
Mr. Harbo 
MEMORANDUM ¥OR Mie D. Me LADD ir. Hendon 
oO ; re Mr. Mumford 
RE? D Le Ke SMITH, WAS. “ Mr. Starke 
g (ERICA FIRST PARTY 


Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 





“4NTERNAL SECURITY (G), ET AL. 


Tele. Room 
Mr. Nease 


Miss Beahm 









With regard to the letter from Malvina C. Thompson 
Secretary to Mrs. Roosevelt, dated January 31, i944, pe ! ers 
in my office phoned tne Detroit office rélative to the newspaper Roe Pt 
clipping forwarded with Miss Thompson's letter, indicating that cérhia Y.fdi° _. 
Smith had distributed a letter requesting the names of mustered-out veterans pie 
in order that petitions might be filed requesting mustering out pay of "from 
#500 up" for every man in the Armed Services. 


* Indications in the enclosure to Miss Thompson's letter were that 
James H. Sheldon, Chairman of the Non-Sectarian Anti-Nazi League of NYC, had 
obtained a copy of the letter and was alleging that it was evidence of "an 
attempted marshalling of the votes of American veterans r 
stormtroop service of an incipient Hitler.” 


ane Se Srrrremmy of the Detroit office 
at this tine and requested that the Bureau be immediately and telephonically 


advised whether any such letter has been issued by Gerald L. K. Smith and, b? oy 
if so, the exact content should be furnished to the Bureau telephonically. 
In addition, instructions were issued to Agent that this case must be 
followed closely, as in the past, and any indication of the formation of a4 
veterans group or of any organization along that line. 


Fl 
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nto a potential 
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vk 
A 
ACTION: Lf 


As soon as advice is received from the Detroit office, which should 
be some tine late today, a reply will be immediately prepared to Mrs. Roosevelt 
incorporating the facts in the matter. 


Respect filly, 4 


AP TVG EA OP-L2ELEF! 
ALL INFOR!?TION CONTAINED AK, (fhe tS 
REIN (2 Ute. SSSHNED PbeNwaten og) Bo ree 8 Tass 


C Uns 


‘BATE __ wh for BN se.2batn— sao 
bt os oe NS 
BB INDEXED (G) 
ra 15 1944 Ww 


750 (2-17-79) 3 
ie o's ‘ XXXXXX 
| | XXXXXX 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 





al Deleted under exemption(s) 
material available for release to you. 


with no segregable 





[| Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
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[} Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
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Federal Bureatt of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 


my Detroit, Micttean ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

5 oo 2 sy ani r oth ALL INI * “ts BAA 
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= TH PSD LO ATU DATEL eee Beek 
. : eee 3 6 SO fw 8 “ 4 


Director, FBI 
*) Re: GERAID L, KE. SMITH, with aliases 





THEAMERICA FIRST PARTY 


ue INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
| SECURITY MATTER; SEDITION \ Thy, 
(Bureau File 62-43818) ' 
Dear Sir: : 


Reference is made to Bureau letter dated January 14, 

144, in the above-entitled matter in which letter the Bureau requests 

specific information relative to the facts concerning the publication 

. of the book entitlea’"And So They Indicted Me", said book having been 
| written by Je EDWARD| JONES, 


) to adviee that under date of November 10, 1943, 
whose identity is known to the Bureau, advised 
tha on particular day received a communication from 









~ J. EDWARD JONES of Baton Rouge, Louieiana, and thet at that time JONES 
enclosed a check in the emount of six hundred fifty dollars for the alleged 
parpose of defraying the expense of publishing JONES’ book, 
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Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L, EK. SMITH, with alinses 
Jamary 26, 1944 


a 
bid 













Information has been received fron 
to the effect that SMITH has been encountering difficulty in keeping 
up payments to the printer for the expenses incurred in the publishing 
of this book and that in fact SMITH is so far dehind in his payments 
that the printer has refused to print any more books until he receives some 


coupensation for the books already published... 


It is being noted at this time also that four or 
five hundred of these books have been already forwarded to GERALD 
at Wichita, Kansas, and it ie contemplated that additional copies will be 
sent to WINROD in the near future, SMITH has advised WINKOD that the 
fecte set forth in the book should be read very carefully by WINROD 

with the thought in mind that the information contained in the book 

might be of assistance to WINROD in the preparation of a defense by WINROD 
in the sedition case presently pending in Washington, 


As previously reported to the Bureau this book has been 
the Detroit area in this manner inasmuch as SMITH has advined }79 
that JONES was encountering a great deal of difficulty in 
. 6 a nter to publish his book in his vicinity, claiming that he 
was being discriminated against. SMITH more or less volunteered to JONES 
the fact that if he was not able to secure publication of the book in 
JONES' immediate vicinity, he, SMITH, would attempt to have the sane 
published in this area, which was done at a later time, 






| In the event additional information is secured by the 
Detroit Office relative to further facts concerning the publication of 
this book in the Detroit area, the Bureau will be immediately advised, 


There is being enclosed herewith a copy of the book — 
entitled "And So They Indicted Me", There is also being enclosed at 
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Letter to the Director ‘Be: GERALD L, K, SMITH, with aliases 
Sa 26, 1 


this time a form letter sent by SMITH to his subscribers, which form 
letter contains further information relative to SMITH's activities 
in connection with the distribution of this book. 


truly 


(PQ. erence 


BR. A. GUERIN, SAC ae 
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a ; Federal Bureau of Investigation 


ig United States Department of Justice 
ees Detroit - Michigan 












= | January 31, 1944 
> SLI ATION Essien 
nae Director, FBI ‘ei ie bee — 
Oo , 
Re: GE L. K. SMITH, with aliases 
THE CA FIRST _ _PARTY 
INTERNAL SECURITY = G 
SECURITY MATTEN; SEDITION 
Dear Sir: 
ae Reference is made to the recent request 
” from the Bureau to the effect that this office attempt to 
ascertain further information relative to the activity 
be, a presently being conducted by Subject SMITH with regard to 
—- *nustered out" pay for service men. 
There is being transmitted herewith a copy 
of the January issue of "Th res and the Flag" edited by 
ot oe SMITH along with other printed materi, re 
a ed over to the Detroit Office hy 
+ 479 


ae ny. 
1 ‘ 


The Bureau will be kept Sncthie saviead. : 
4 “>. 
qs» relative to any further activities by SMITH along these lines. xe 
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t koet etait Attorncy General Tom C,. Clark 
J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investication 


GERALD Le Ke SLITH, with clases 
THE AN RICA Flas? PePTy oe . 


“Reference is made to our previous corres; aicence 
concerning the subject matter and especially to my recent © 
rerormndcum fi:mishing you with certain data relative to 
S-ith's use of the nane rants Petition Comittec"™ in 
disseminating petitions ling for more sub: stantial pay 
for di echargod personnel from the Armed Forcose 


for your further infornat‘on in this ery therc is 
attached hareto a photostatic copy of the January, 19LL, iesue 
of subject’ subl'cation, "The Croas and tre Flag." You ‘ill 
note that the last page of this pwticular issue of the | 
magazine carries the caption, "$1000 for Each War Veterm," 
and sete forth certain coments relative to Snith's object! ves 
in pronoting tis "Veteran's Petition Corrittee.” — 


Riso attached are whotostatie cories of three 
piecea of literature eoncerning this sane subject matter 
which Sith has pected & gomninated in recent weckBe 
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ss * - Me Bo Actas 
Federal Burean of Investigation peas 
United States Department of Justice Per Ge. : 
NW ts ' ; 
Detroit, Michi bh, A. 
January 26,1 Gee } 
Ds Meo PRE lo MK, bh, Pre 
ae a Nae bat ahas 
re aw) i Me, Care: ‘ 
Director, FBI (2 Nene 
4 . Ma, Main? | 
Re: GERALD lL. K, (Sure, with aliases : Moo eanid . < 
THE AMERICA FIRST PARTY casa ae! 4 
INTERNAL SECURITY . G ps. Iban «' 
Dear Sir: . e eee 





There he substance of pi? 
information obtained fr whose identity is 
known to the Burean, whi on was secured during the period from 
January 5, 1944 through Jamary 24, 1944: 


Informant aivised that he hed received information to | ti 
the effect that SMITH was encountering eome difficulty with hie printer / | 
relative to the payment to the printer for the publishing of "books", 

Informant stated that he was of fons Lay that SMITH was referring”! 







to the book published by J. EDWAHD)JONES So They Indicted Me®, | 
Informant stated that SMITH advised that’ the printer had seven thousand 
dollars worth of books for SMITH and that SMITH had figured he would , | 
receive about six thousand dollars in revenue from the books by Christmas| r 
time, but that they were two thousand dollars behind in their payment to / 
the printer and the printer advised SMITH that the linotype operator was 
refusing to work until he received some further raptors ee A Dae 

SMITH also advised at this time that GERALD WINRD 7%? 
of Wichita, Kansas, had been requeated by SMITH to take one thousand { a 
copies of the new book, Informant advised that SMITH was attempting to 


make s ts with the Ford Motor Company for ent of 
(phonetic), whose home addre tL Ite 
Ohio, SMITH has contacted ong 
these linea, but there is no information that this been 


hired as yet. \ 


Vy 








Informent advised further that SMITH hed made 
reservations at the Book Cadillac Hotel in Detroit for a meeting on 
February 1, 1944, and that he expected around one hundred fifty people YS; 


ORE: 

to attend thi ting. oa | | 

© attend thts mee GI 2010-48 
re en ee er 
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Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases 
dated January 26, 1944 


Informant saviaed thet SMITH under date of January 12, 


Bem We — -_ —————— 





1944 en contacted of the New York Times and at that 
time apparently int e TH relative to the activities of 
the IRST PARTY, 





| ’ SMITH recently forwarded t secretary to 
CHARLES!\SORENSON of the Ford Motor Company, six copies of the JONES book 
ani six copies of the last issue of "The Cross and the Flag", 







inal 
3 


formant edwiaed under data of January 17, 1944, 


that SMITH had been contacted by a man by the name of onetic), 
apparently comected with the Colliers magazine, and t was to 
take photographs of SMITH, Along these lines informant stated t he 

was under the impression that the Colliers magazine wae to run a feature 
article written by WALTER DAVENPORT relative to the activities of the SMITH 


group and apparently this story was to be accompanied by photographs, 


Under date of January 18, 1944, informant advised 
that SMITH het forvarded tuo huntrad fifty copies of the JONES bod to 


ws = © +. == ry 


GERALD WINROD, 


Informant advised that SMITH had been carrying on 

negotiations for the rental of a hall at Buffalo, New York, with apparently 
negative results. SMITH has contacted JOSEPH STOFFEL of Buffalo ani 
ently STOFFEL ia to complain of the disc 


nation being mate against 
SMITH to the Buffalo city authorities, 


Tnforhent aivised that he had receivad information to 
the effect that SMITH was contemplating having a meeting at the Franklin 
Auditorium in Cleveland, Ohio, under date of January Jlet, at which meeting 
SMITH intended to have as a speaker Mrs, JOSEPH RICHARD, who was to relate 
her experiences in Russia, Mrs. RICHARD was apparently a recent speaker in 
Chicago under the auspices of Captain EARL SOUTHARD, 


Under date of Jamary 21, 1944, SMITH contacted 






of the Ford Motor Company, at which time he advised that he y 
a friend, approximately forty-five years of age, who fad st served 
‘two ani one-half years in the Army, who wa graduate and who 


SMITH at this time was | 
with the 
that the 


thought along the same lines as SMITH 
apparently attempting to secure a position for si 
Ford Motor Company. TH on a later occasion advised 
name of this individual w netic), 









_ 


It is being noted at this time that under dat 
Jarmary 21, 1944, which is the same day that SMITH contacted 
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Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. E. SMITH, with aliases 
dated January 26, 1944 


he above, the Detroit Office received information to the effect 












had on that day checked in at the Tuller Hotel in Detroit, 
t there is a great possibility that the whon SMITH 
contact about might be identical with ounder of the 
American Fa 8, Incorporated, Greenwich, Connecticut, Detroit 


Office files also reflect a letter to the Burean under date of Jamary 17, baw 
1944, which sets forth the fac Detroit Office hed received 
information to the effect that had recently been discharged 


Mu... At A mes a re ean mh ee ow he Bas Vnede ME tue } 


TPGh Ve Vanadian Anny ano was COR LGnpiasing Keang~ vO wow 1 GiK vivye 


- On Jammary 23, 1944, informant advised that he had 
jost received information to the effect that GERALD WINROD had requested 
information relative to the two hmumdred books he had ordered from SMITH . 
the preceding week, At this time SMITH was advised by WINR® that WINROD 
desired an additional two mmdred books, SMITH then advised that he had 

a reserve of about eight hundred books set aside for WINEOD , 


At tha biome CBSTATT ..%2.4 WTHIDIWS 2h ntl. 29 and 
VLD WMW64 GBATAL Fd lw EMOULUECE VE w 


might be feasible for “WINROD to carry on sn open dehate with one fees 

out standing nenta, WINROD stated that he was not entirely in 

accord with SMITH's idea at the present time although SMITH steted that he 
merely thought that WINROD might challenge the individual and thet in all 
probability the individual would refuse to debate after which SMITH and 
WIRROD could state that the opposition was afraid to debate, 
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73 Agsi stant Attome:’ General. Tom C. Clark 
Attention: Er. 0. Joim Ropre 
ve Ldgar Hoover = Eee Yecorsl 3ureau of a laa 


a on UNITED STATES vae JOSIFH Ee aa ET T Aly ° 
v2 UO — @ERALD Be EIXROD, UCFENDA'T re 7 
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{gee CD Y 2g] 
RE” The Bureau ae been a nea source of ‘dnforpatica. 
that Gerald Le K, Srdth of Detro’t has recently gent Kinrod several Inmcred 
copies of a book entitled, "And So They Indicted lol, written by onc J. Edvard 
Joneses AL: pecly, Sedith haa wugcested to Winred that he should read this book 
‘wery care filly with the thought in mind that the information contained therein 
richt be of assistance to tinrod in the preparation of his dofense in the instart 
case. Ho firther clarifying data as to this particular remark om the part of 
bas F Srith fs avatlable but reportedly Winrod has requested severe] mmerad adcitioal 
igh comies of the book and anparcntly conterrlates Cisgarinating them to tae 
followers, A photostatic copy of the book, SAnd So They Indicted i’e f'" 
attached hereto and in the event you are interested in referring to — 
Crininel Mivician'ts files concerning Smith and- ‘Jones, you witl find that , 
 Munersus revorts pertaining to thear incivicuala have heretofore been fur shed 
to the Crirdnal Division. It appears that at the present tine Sxith is actively 
engage in helping Jones pronote and sell the book. : 
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ee ase Further information has been received to the effect that dur: ne the 
latter part of January, lyll, Sith corimi cated with Winrod supcestin: hat 
it micht be acpropri. ate for inrod te issue a challenge to Reverend icon 
Birkiwad of Kew York City (or possibly a Dre Miley of Vinneapolis, Lin:esota) 
to debate certain issucs of current im crtanca, pertaining apparently to the 
instant case. Reportedly AQdth is of the opinion that thie debate shovid be 
pr r:oted and publicized in a sensatioal fashion and should be, huwid at Detroit. 
Reporte ly Gdth further indicated thot he believed "the opposition" would not - 
accent, ai’ that the meeting could nevertheloss co:tinue, thereby putting "the 

: opposi tion® in the position of being “afraid to meet the issue." Fron the 
4nformition made available it appears that no definite plans in thie regard 
have been made and that the whole project is in a tentative stare. 












If additional inforsation of rertinence relative to the above= 
discussed ratters is received, you mz bo certain that the Bureau will bring 
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REFERENCE YOUR RADIOGRAM 658 DATED 
OCTOR UNQUOTE WHO CONTACTED SMI EE 
“APPARENTLY IDENTICAL WITH 


FLORIDA, SUBJECT RIO DE JANETR roy 
INVESTIGATION MTAMT AND DETROIT OFFICES. 
CEL SUBJECT, WITH WHOM 1S KNOWN TO HAVE 

AND COMMUNICATION, WAS POWER OF ATTORNEY TO PROCESS TI 


MAGAZI ANELRO COURT. LIBEL SUIT BROUGHT HERE ON 
BASIS ARTICLE BY TIME CHARGIN AL~ 
PRACTICEe PROCESS DIRECTED AGAINST 


TIME REPRESENTATIVE IN RIO DE JANETRU, ATES 
AND LOCAL DISTRIBUTOR. SUIT NOT CONCLUDED BUT SUPREME COURT 
HAS HELD !T HAS JURISDICTION TO HEAR CASE. SUGGEST BE 
uae oe. Beas {N THE UNITED STATES, FOR ADDITIONAL DET 














SHE ae 
MAY BE REACHED THROUGH TIwE AND LIFE OFFICES, NEW YORK CITY. | 
ETAILED REPORT FOLLOWING. | 7 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


ne 
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Automobile described as a 1937 mode 
St. Paul indices reflect information that father o 


some pretty rough talking in favor of Germany". 
not registered for Selec ‘ 
- cases #1, Moorhead, sreiossts. ALL FATT AMA 
eA j : 
ire | ~  oruc- HERE'S UNCLASSIFIED 


REFERENCE: Report of Special Agent 
Louiss 




















DETAILS: AT ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA? 
















he Minnesota Automobile Registra~ | 
1, advised reporting agent | 

VY 

9 





edan, bearing motor #6361350. ea a 
ee Str Minnesota Highway Department, Driver's 
License Bureau, 1279 Universi nue, advised that there was 
The place of business or employ 
| ‘Boe out as the Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, - | 


APPROVED AND f se AGENT . |. DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 
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1c¢<h155 ~ St. Paul 
The following description was noted on the Driver's license registration: 


Ages 
Heights 
Weights 
Byes : 

Bair: 

Paces 

Sexs 
Occupations 


baw 








The previous drivers license issued to as: number 7A1792 with an 
address of Georgetown, Minnesota. 

The indices of the St. Paul Field Di isclosed information subnitted by 
letter deted Kay 29, 192 by 7. Moornead, 
Minnesota, regarding ar 


son, possibly identical witn ze 
that an who operates a farm jus £ nN, aZe -: bv 
about 55 years, w d recently moved into the vicinity from North Dakota, 


has one son who is studying for the ministry and who is often also pha: 
"some vrettiy rough telking in fevor of Germany - the’ same as the old man” 









be AT MOORHEAD, VIN. BSOTAS 








ae, RR ge Clay County Local Board +l, advised that 
er records reflected a registration for an U 
= but thet there was no record of a Selective Service recistration b? 
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INFORMATION 


a Copies of this report are being sent to the St. Louis Field 
7 Division for information purposes only, inasmuch as the un- 


developed lead set ovt in reference report for St. Louis re- 


flects that there may be further investigetion in that ares 
of the individuals who would contact subject. 
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CHARACTER OF CASE 


GERALD LYMAN KeNNET StITd, SEDITION 
alias Gerald L. Ke Smith; 


hi ARICA FIRST PARTY 





SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:  GuRaLD L, K. Si ITH of Detroit, Mich. and Reverend LAV .t 


WSPRINGER of Denver, Colo., and their wives spent January 
14 and 15, 1944 in Saint Louis, ko. Sh ITS had written 
to perhaps sixty-four individuals in the Saint Louis 
Area for the purpose of private conf2rences; however, 
only six people contacted him, all of whom were former 
Coughlinites and America Firsters. lone of the are. 
powerful figures in Saint Louis, but all are of “crack-— 
pot type". Newspapers give SriTH little publicity, 
some of which is unfavorable. One of main purposes of 
SLITH's visit was to contact Lr. WALTER A,’ ALux, Professor, 
Concordia Seminary, Saint Louis, and Director of the 
Lutheran Hour, which is broadcasted over four hundred 
stations and reported to have from twelve to fourteen 

- million listeners. They spent considerable tine togetner 
and MAIER appears in accord with SITTH's ideas. GaiRa LD 
BW WIIROD, indicted Seditionist, telephonically contacted 
SEITE to find out where he can reach him with an urgent 
letter. S’JITH and SPRINGNR are concerned over the outcome 
of the Sedition trial, and while SiJTH is confident 
prosecution will be unsuccessful, SFRIUG: is much con- 
cerned about his own future and feels that he will be 
indicted. SPRIJGER cannot understand why he has not been 
questioned about “TROD as he has openly supported him and 

COPIES DESTROYED accompanied him on a trip to Puerto ltico. Both believe 
1050CT 13 1964 they are furthering CHRIST's cause and if they go to jail 

it is GOD's will and the outcome is in 30D's hands. SiTid 
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og | makes preliminary plans for meeting of four. handired to Tive 
4 = hundred in Saint Lowis in March, 1944, and then will later 

- . hold a "big rip snorter meeting and raise hell". He is 
assembling mailing lists of all Isolationists, anti-Adminis~__ 
tration people, and individuals who have been against the 
United States entrance into the war. His plan is to consoli-~ 
date all of the Isolationists and then will support the 





> Republican Farty unless WILKI% is nominated, whereupon tne 
x Anerica First Party will put up candidates. Indication 

SS that S:ITH feels he will be its presidential nominee. 

en Si ITH and people who contacted him in Saint Louis are 
oe 4 Tsolationists, anti~British, anti-Semitic, anti-Cou: unist, 
4 2 anti-Russian, anti-New Deal, and anti-KOOS/VsLT. SriITH is ; 
AJ <r ; stressing large mustering-out pay for servicemen and easy : 

ee sds benefits for veterans. SjITH says he is distributing 

petitions to get Father COUGELIN back on the air. He claims © 


- \, ¢lose friendship with Kepresentative CLARDMOFF: AN i ARTEUR 
AANDENBURG, Hrs. MRISTYbUNDi dl, neverend L=LaxD I, iON, 
rep H-LSOIPSPARKS (invcdlived in Hopkins mystery letter), and 
Senator ROBE RSLICLDS. Former leader of &msrica irst 
Committee in Saint Lowis denies that the america First rarty 
has any connection with their movement. 


* 


I. KSYSPAPER ARTICLES - 





The afternoon newspapers on January 14, 1344 published ‘short : 


articles on the back pages of this edition that “H:aLd L. K. 
SHITH, Organizer and dead of the’ America a Farty in the . 


United States, was in Saint Louis to conter Members of 
his party preliminary to perfecting the ocean etion in Saint 
Louis and Southern Illinois. S:iTH was accompanied by 


HARVGY HO(SPRINGAR ef Denver, Colorado, .egional Head cf the 
Amtrica Birt Farty in the Rocky iJountain Section, irs. STs, 


: . é 
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rea. SPRINCER. 


co 


whe assists her husbane in his organization work, and i 

SMITH told reporters that he expected to be in Saint Loui eck 

January 5, 1944 and would confer with sixty-four Tkey individuals" 
in iiissouri and Southern Illinois, with all of whom he has been in 

correspondence, He plans to make arrangements for a large mass - 


meeting at ya he, SPRINGER, and Captain LARI HARD of Chicago, 
e@ 


Head of th tizena | Committes of America, wilY speak. 
On Laan 
. Efforts to- organize the voterans of the | present war war who have been ae 
discharged “from “service are being made “by. 3: DTH, | wha said he is forma op us 
a Veterans Comittea of the ‘Aniérica First ‘Party. ‘He has’ beén distributing{ .«: = 
petitions to these veterans urging Longress to provics c. *rustering~out ee | 
pay", SLITH said, We are for more money for the veterans and iess pen 
money for politic Pie troondegg ling t in other countries". Z gi asks See 
ve? | 
-_c far arn! 
The morning newspaper, The Saint Louis Globe-Denoeret, on ‘ ‘ 


rat. 


January 15, 1944 published a very short article relative to G@inato L, 
K. SLITH's attempt to organize former menbers of Amexica First and 


other, Nationalist Groups. It sets out that S.ITH is szekia, to form 
an America First Political Farty who will enter a third party candidate, 








probably Colonel CHARL:S MINDARNGS or Senator GRAD), P.YELS,in the 
pobewtel Election "If tné ‘Republicans nominate WEEDSLL WLLKCS or anyone - 


i 


4 
ee 


peonetae interviewed, r. JOS3rRy iA%, the last Fresident of the Saint 
Louis Chapter of thn crica First Comittee. ir. FORSEad advised chat 
the America First lafty had no connection with the former America First 
Hovement and declared that "Someons is alvays using the name of an 
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f wiLKGs's sentiments". ac Sgeas reports that a Globe-Democrat 
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= 
Fo organization for thsir own purpose". 

2. SLITH is described as head of the so,callaey'Ccumittee of One 

=" Million’, and publisher of a magazine, "Thg@ross and the Flag". His | 

a western leader, ~EARViY SPRIKGER of Denver Colorado, is described as : 
apes national head of the Poefenders te the Christian Faith". 
Be : The Saint Louis Post Dispatch on January 15, 19L4 published a ; 


pictwre of SiiTn and SrPAIrG°R and their wives sitting in tneir suits 
at the Hotel Statler, and also a very short editorial, which-dascribes** = <-> 
SiITAa as the "well known rabble~rouser who is in town to rouse hinse1f 


a modicum of rabble." The editorial comments that S:1Tai is not a 
candidate for a key ta the city, tt that he will nevertheless find 


Wes Sed 2A ie Ch —_ sh ~~ Mabts WW aie ww 


no door locked against him as the spirit of liberalism exists in Saint Louis. 
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"Saint Louis has lived through the Big Wind of 1896, the Yellow Fever 


_ Epidemic of 1878, and diverse other events of similar nature. It can 
take in stride the § ITH visit of 1544, which may not even cause enough a 


of a ripple to make a mention in the history books". 


During S: TH" stay in Saint ‘Louis frequent mention was made to 
an article published in the Saint Louis Post Dispatch on Lecember 26, 
1943 written by a Staff Correspondent of the Post, ir. SPENCER R, 
kcCULLOCH, who interviewed SIITA in Detroit, Michigan. The article 
is entitled, "GRsLD L. Ke Su1TH -- Rabble-Rouser, Fishing the Pools 
of Native Faseken for Political Power in 1944 and 194¢," This long 
article goes into detail about SIITH's background, taiding hur back to 


the days of HUFY LONG and the "Share our wealth crusaus, ib. .sets 


out the names of individuals with whom S:.IT! has had contact and nis 
vievs on tional and international affairs. . The article mentioned that 
ReverendNuARvas SPRING™R, Pastor of a Baptist Church in Dener, Colorado, 


publishes th yp ener Voice" and was and still is an arden’ Aucrica 
Firster. Thedarticle is not complimentary to S:UTH. : 
II. ACTIVITY If SAINT LOUIS, MISSOURI ON JANUARY 14, 1944 


The information obtained during SLITH's stay in cay, Louis was 
obtained from various confidential sourcess 


GERALD L. K. SiiITil registera ad at the Hotel Statle er at 9:50 ALM. on 
January 14, 1944 and was assigned to a suite of rooms nuwabered 816 and 816. ‘ 
Room 206, The S:UTHS and SPRIWGERS had dinner in SLITHS' suite along with 
Dr. . PALS, ip kuacl: .wacad ani Seminary, Saint Louis, Missouri, 
and Director of the. Sunday afternoon Lutheran Hour, which is broadcasted 

over the Futual Network. After dinner they were joined. by 
Professor from Concordia Seminary, whose name is possibly; 
who has been a teacher for twenty-two years. It is believed that 
was brevght to the hotel by. a student at Concordia Seminary whose name is 


\ Hoos. 206 HARVGY SPRINGER and his wife also registered and were assigned to 










pre 


During the day SiITH was chiefly concerned with gettinz fa eon 
With the various Saint Louis newspapers and the only other outside cali 
was made to Delmar 5903, which is the non-published number of th theran 
Laymen League, 3558 South Jefferson, Saint louis, Kissouri. It s possibls 








SL File No.100-6013. ee gt Be ia wa ae 


that this had something a do with peer TALTAR A, MADR of 
Concordia Seminary, which is a Lutheran Institution. 


Confidential sources could not determine the discussion which took 
place during the dinner, penevers: this office was informed of the eed 
‘ing discussions? | vo 





HAT R asked S:: Shis ¢ opinion as to a negotiated peace with 
Germany, however Si TT made no direct reply to this question, SiTTh 
spoke of a young man whom he had contactzd taat ee and apparently 
\ was not at all in sympathy with him, and mentioned how this young wan 
diculed sources of information, which S:<Tii had quoted, such as HuNRY . 
he. This young man had brought up ag rubber quéstion and S. iT said 
that all of the statwicnts whici he ever meds conesrning rubber had 
been checked into by as « ¥ theyTD Chemical Company. The bare 
essence of SiITE's s sents on tne rubber ya i apparontly had been 
that the’ only rubber shortage the United Statcs hed had, wes that brought 
on b> the English rubbcr intercsts, ane that there wes eight pounds of . 
ruober in every bushel of wheat here, and that the shortage of rubber in 
the Unitede States, at “ine present timc, is artificially procuced by the 
present government in Savor of snglish interests after the war. . 


ron rnras 
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Apparently SiiT: was anxious to win éver Dr. jAT.R to their 
cause, 2s :ATGR has the largcst religious program on the air. Si1T: was | i. 
subtly cewplimentary to “ATSR and :Al uk seamed plcascd with these comments 
and to have this opportunity of conferring with S:IT:, They started _ | * 
talking about the preside 1 elections, and S IT? sugcestod that 
“ATSR hold on. until June ist and allow the Yentmy™nho opportunity, to get 
him off of the air, and then after June first, hs could sas mos! most t an:thing 
he wanted. - At this point 5. ITs also menti oned thet aftcr tne Republicans 
were successful in electing tacir candidate, they would have complete - 
imunity to say whatever ther wishec. in speaking of the kepublican 
Party, he indicatcd that thcoir group would support tne Republicans, 
unless they would put up an Internationalist candidate, such es Z1LTIM, © 
and indicated that then anothcr partz woule be demandee by the public, 
because thcir ideas are so dz seply enrootcd in this country, ‘nen asked 
by 2@L2R as to whom S:iTn thought would be the itcpudlican candidate, ho 
advised that it would probally be "a compromise bitwoon our group anc. 
.tne Internationalists." GOIH said tuat it hed bccn concedcd that thsir 
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side was victorious at liackinac Tsland, and that the; had served an 
ultimatum on those mestings at: ‘eckinac (veeting of Republican leaders); 
that they had also won a victory in Chicago by having the convention 


Finan 
held in tat city. . 


truant On 


at-A 
He. iu ther stated - wiat vor ae 


sauvi “Agr 
ek 
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of freedom in the United States, and that only’after the Yenemy who is 
now entrenched in Washington has been removed, would the public know © 


how near they had come to losing their free dem. 
would never know how close we came to disaster witil histor; hes been 
Some of the candidates which S:iTE said would possibly be 


written. 


nde also stated thet xo 


nominated, were BRICKER, 2acARTHUR, VANLUNELRG, DEY, ali of whom $a 


referred to as weak candidates, in fact, it is his opinion, 
-@ide has a strong Gores Aate and the *4 


cither 


ABRAPAL LICCLN hes not shown up". 


“This group wes against Président ROOSHV.:IT, and the present Adniinis- 


ant 


tration, and spoke of the influence which the cds have in our Government. 


SLITH related the story that he had told Lov VAX before hs went to 
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ie alg not 
Washington to take a 


naas +37 
GSLULON in 


better be careful of the Heds, and 
Subsequently he heard 


not know of what he spoke. 
the Advertisers Club in Chicago and after he spoke S.ITH approacnec him 
and 24XCN then acknowledged that SUITS was rignt, anda in fact, hac Bon 
even painted the picture es vad as it ee is. - 
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.ON leokod upon him as though ne did 
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LJ that he 


i. give a talx before 


in Gomuenting on the New Leal and its ‘economies » S=T! told the 


story, possibly getting it from 


ian Oi', that one of the younger economists . 


¥ho had something to do with hiring peopic for the govcrnment, sliminated 
one in“ividual because ho had learned his aconomics over ten years ago and 
believed that ticse principles eo not fit in with tne new theories of 


economics. 


Si its expl ined how he had — a good friend of F cnritin 

RFEY, presently on the “Supreme Court 3onch. 
m writes letters to pcople, but that he wrote a istter 
ndMUKFURT R for trying 


brother of FRaNhy 
that he vory seldom 


to (URPHY, complimsnting him upon his criticizi 
to make laws according to his otm idzas, rogardicss of precadent. 


N 


hat a 


Uris the 
Ae expla *nca 


he 


explained that FRaXKFURT..2 and his 200 lawyers scattercd throuzh the 
government made these laws which thay Imcw were unconstitutional, but 
ROG Miah had supposedly packed tne Supreme Court, go that when these 


swam la 


aijg Would be brought up for decision, the packed Supranc Court would hold 
Si iTE sae however, thet it shows the genius of our 


them constitutional. 
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a 


schcme of counterbalances in our governnsnt in that it was prevented, ard 
that although the Court wes suppossdly packed, the judges were still 
individualistic enough that they would not,;go against what they kniw 

Was right. SHITH spoke as though he jos) FRaNis MURTY. a 





The discussion touched on the proposad National Service ..ct, and 
S.1TH is of the opinion that if it is fully enforcec, it will ceuse a 
revolution. : ; 


a a 


eat SidITA said "If I were diabolic and just wanted revenge, I would pray 

: “that tho National Service Act would pass becausa of the repercussions". 

_pe also mentioned the fact that if ROOSMVALT aoes win he will heve a 
Republican Congress which will tie. his hands. 


ok, ME OR e 





The entire group ap»erently agreed with this, and added individual 
comment. Ons of the women appeared utterly amazcd that a wouan could be 
pleced in some position as dictated by the Government. S:ITH expjzined 
that tacy had such an act in Kngland, and one day his friend ROAM OTIIS, 
the Times Correspondent in Iendon, hed his young secretary draftcd for — 
some war work and he was greatly inconvenienced in being forecd to break 








TF 7 5 in a new girl i that work. 
SIITH and*SPRIVsGeR spoke of having net somebody in Saint Louis tho 


had just come in on tine train who,although. hc was not well verscd in the 
Bible and wes ratner profanc, camo very close to predicting the suture 
Aliemicnt of States in surope. SPEING’R apparently bascs this new elizn- 
msnt as boing prophesied in tae Sible. Ho expleined that he could never 
reconcile how Russia, based on Communism, was going to climinate tuc 
Jows, and that STALIN is not a Communist and a worse tyrant tnan tis 
Czar, and that his next big step vould be to eliminate the Jews. Turis 
— man may possibly be a-lawyer for FORD. Thes spoke. of various preachers qo 
on tho air who preacu the full gospel and ao a: Srand b 








Rapids, and +iT:R as being the only exponents of tne true fospel 
and in this respect they further complimented’ Dr. iitcg in taat he wes 
the only one with courage enough to "really fight "sin". Ther spok2 of 
Dr. HAIR having a radio audience of tielvc to fourteen million, with 

a four hundred station hook-up. 5 


1 ' 
: ‘ . 4 
show abbe be wo ee eee 


cS SLITS told of an incident happening at the University of -dinnesota, 
when ic Was there a woak or two ago, He explained taat thoy have a fov 
hundred theological students and after S; ITH hed ,iven a talk at soue nell 
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in Hinneapolis, the president of these students came to S$. ITH and asked 
him if he would not talk before them. SIITH was quite amazed that tnis 
fellow would stick out his neck to invite him to speak before. tiis group 
and cautioned him about it. SMITH was very pleased to speak to tnis 
group of 100 young people, both men and women, who really believe in 


CHRIST. 





eee ' In this entire conversation there was frequent mention made of 
doing COD's work, fighting sin, in referring to tne present Administration 
as"the enemies", and indicating thet a sinful crowd presently had control 
- oe of the povernnent and it was their duty es churchmen to recozrize tnaat 
7 they also had a duty to their country, and treat even, thou;n ther were 
churchmen, this did not prevent them from engazing in this activity. 
They spoke very derogatory of Scheuer and indic¢ted tiat in their 
mind politicians were weak, vacilleting incividuals with very little 


mental ability. 


As “ATLR was leaving, he invited Str az } SPRINGS to viait him 
at Concordia Seminary on the fol ng day, As¥uATIR wes leaving, it wes 
: found out that this incividual 8 present as ha had not made ee 
mee | any comment. ilenmvion was also made by one of the men about "“fien we b? 
a4 
$ 









get through with the Ozark people". . 


a After Dr. HAIUR left, SEITZ and SPRING started ais issie their 
a confact with him. They were surprised that Tr, !ATir had so openly 


= come to the hotel in view of the fact taat undoubtedly at least six. 

ee "operatives" were hanging around the lobby. The:z explained his coming. . 
oa either because “hs was so naive as to not be aware that the newspapers 

as might the next day run an article with headline, "Dr. HAT:R confers for 


‘ | Three Hours in a Hotel Room with America's Number Une Fascist", or 

ae — that he was so powerful that he did not care, They were inclined to 
a. believe that it wa e of the latter. SPRING-R asked S. ITA whetacr 
he should advise about thcir contact with Dr. VAT R, vot 
SUITE indicated that : Ark had scverel times asked nim no want lon oP 4 
that he was going off of the air on Septamber lstj and if vould b? 
then contact Dr. KAI R he would know that they had mentioned it and 

LAIR apparently does not want this information to get out for ten days. 











oo Reference is made to the "fine mailing list™ which weuld be 
available through Dr. .Al-R and in the course of the convorsation, S.1Tt. 
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- stated tnuat he was going to watch for the slightest opportunity to write 
a letter in support of SITE! s cause over HATER's signature. In his 
words "I am going to work my psycholozy on hin and if he weakens but a 
moment I will slip it in on him™". He stated to SPRINGR that because of 
the cnormous following that ‘AT? nad one such ietter eaaens a tas 
history of the United States. | 





‘ SiITH indicated that he was very reluctant to use the telephone 
oe for fear it was tapped. In this rezard mention was made several times 
a concerning the fact that their activities may be observed and watched 
; - by governnent agents. They were also very much concerned about the 
indictments which have deen returned against various persons of their owm 
NO kind, including JGRC2cUILLIA' S, et al. They were wondering whether 
: . _there would be further indictucnts and they spoke of the possibility that 
y, “ther; themselves, might be indicted, SPFAINGLR and Si ITH both said that 
= they. were glad they were doing what vaey wera, and that they felt they 
| | ‘were furthcring GOD's work and were they indicted it would be 3032's will. 
as SPRIKGIR gaid that he would not hire a lawyer, nor spend one cent in 
defending himself, but would leave it in the hands of GOD. He also 
made some mention of letting "The Government, the FBI anc others do what 
they will". he said that he possibly would not ba able to raisa a cent 
for his defense but S:ITH explained to him that although he might lose: 
nincty out of a hundred of his followers, the ten that remeined would 
furnish him more money than all of the rest combined and cited tile 
example of JO MaciiLLIA‘S. He cxpleined that Jo LacxILLTaA S was 
arrested on a trumped up Sclective Service charge, as he had moved from 
hotel to hotel and did not advise his draft board and was arrestcd on a 
Friday and held to Honday as there were no judges available over the 
weekend. However, a wonan heiress and her husband from the North Snore 
of Chicago, came te him and acvised him that regardless of how much bail 
would be, they vould put it up and give him as much money as necessary 
for his defense. Suir TH estimated that they might furnish MacvTiLLian 3 as 
— much as 325,000, simply. because he was a martyr and was being persecuted. 
ae One of the women mentioned that it was unthinkable that they would 
a * indict preachers and she believed this had caused resentment among ths 
people, 





; They mentioned Dr. GFRALD Be {INROD and spokes thouzh they were 
quite friendly with hin. They also mentioned Father COUGII Es and some 


aAthaw nnt net Thane Falt that Tt TY = IeaAds atoaA throu th Fh mei cet and 
VWbITe plo ve d4acty 4 elt mia ids ROL Was adit. wea Wldh WRAY ILS ye atve we mai 


* pointed out the fact that he wes not mentioned in the book, "Undercover", 
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althouzh the book mentions even the small cry. Both SPRINGGR and SiiTr: 
made the statement that there is the possibility that they might nave te 
go to jail, and ther are of the opinion thet COD will sce than throu,. 
They continually mentioned the fact that they were ministcrs of tn: Cosac.. 


‘SLIT apparently fully realizss that association with him may be helt 


against people end especially Dr. HAT#R, but he seid, * nat is wrong im © ‘ 
three Christian preachers gettin, together and having e, conference ina. 


“downt3wn hotel room", 


SUS a 
= = 


Hention was also made of a man nanao TOs CK, Whose contact § — 
scemingly highly rates. SIITH explained to SFRINCR that LOE CK he 
aveilable the full list of America “irsters and ie sr sjapethizers ei 
herd cause in this area. LOHE.CK ws to meet. with tiem in S.2TH's room 

5200 P.i:, January 15, 1944. Si IT cautioned SPRINGLR as to nention- 


ing this contact to others whom ther wore to deal with, Juss prior to this 


slo 
wants a 

oNversev1lon some montion Was mads of man mamca wae. 

L. wz ccief 


From the conversation between S_iTan and¥SPRISGER, thesis eni 

purpose for coming to Saint Louis was to contactyore ain bscausé of his 

large redio following. They were very intorcsted in broadcasting and 

broadcasting networks. They belicved the administration wis tying up the 

networks and that only iutual wes releasing time. “hey menticncd an 

individual by the name of VAULLY who they said is presently stayiig on 2@ 

lower floor in the hotel and that this fellow KiLLY wes tae president of 

Some new broadcasting organization which was gathsring up radio tite. 

LTH explained that KsLLY had built up several radio preachers——the 

inference being that these preachers were of the same type as Suita. Be cae 
They mentioned in this respect the fact that Dr. i AIR would be off tire 

air in September and also that Litual was taking away tue tine from 

some of ce other preachers previously mentioned, but thet as far as . 
ther know this time was sold for commercial broadcasts, Siit: and 

SFRLGER ies very much concerned about this radio broadcasting sc*tup 

ena were apparently trying to sec thet their intcrests would be pro- 

tected. K LLY's exact place in this conversation could not be clearly 

determined. Thare wes some incication that K.LLY might be the agent 

for some unknown person in getiing together this-verious radio times tie 
Or Was possibly trying to form 4 new nctwork. 






ba~ 


Regarding Dr. LAYSR, Si TTL also mentioned thet their visit to 
Saint Louis had been vury worthwhile, bsesuse talking to hin was the s&r3 
as speaking to four hundred prcselarome wa acest anc cl a oe rae 
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are broadcasted through four hundred stations. Apparcntly June ist is thu 
time when VAIER is to open up politically in his radio sirnons. 

SKIT i3 apparently planning | a tour of the southern states wetn 
talks at Mobile, Saint Petersourg, Tampa, and then back to Hobile.5IPi.Gae 
is to be the advance agent for this speaking tour and asked SiiTr for lee- 
war sc that he could work out 2 proper schedule, They also mentioned 

\e fact that the southern newspapers did not play up the indictments of 
JOE MacsILLIAiS, et al, and ShiTH was apparently in the South 2t the time 
thése indictments were announced, and had tc rouse an 4. ?, mr out cf 
bed to get the original teletype ticker to odtain the nem2s o1 those 
indicted, They avparently feel taat-the South is not very much con- 

cern; about these indistments. SiiTH fecls that the cases will no* 
be brougnt to trial until June and although he apparently was concerned 
over the fact that prosecution wizht ba successful, one ‘of the women 
felt as though tiere was considerable doubt to that. SIITH wes concerned 
over the fact that if those cases ars successfully presecutcd. there 
will bs further indictments and said it is possible trat he atgnt arve 
to go to jai. 


SP2TGSR has a congregation of his own in Denver, and ws concerned 
over tic facs that he mi,ht lose this congregation, and asked advice from 
SiITH as to what he did when he lost his. SiIT! cxplaincd thew he had 
hed clandestine meetings with HUEY LONG in Washington, D. C.just as 
these clandestine meetings and that when it was published and He gow . 
back to Louisiana, his congregation was divided and hs did not know 
whether to immediately resign, or wait until later. He was apparently | 
proud of his association with HUET LONG. He commented that it seams 
that every time he lifts his head GOD rubs it in the dirt. In this 
connection he was talking about some young preacncr protege of his wno 
was aoparentlv quite egotistical and necded "humbling by GOD". 


TIT, ACTIVITY IN SALT LOVIS,| MISSOURI ON JANUART 15, 1944 


GoRaLD L. K. SiZITH and Reverend HARVES SPRINGER were occupicd until 
about 10-15 4.:.. on the mornin; of January 13; 1544 preparing & Newspaper 
release, waich sct out tho purposes of thoir visit in Saint Lovie in 
connection with organizing thejAmerica First Party and also sets out the ° 
objectives of this group. | | 


a Vis 
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ee ee pour end Interviews by Star-lmes Reportex 
About 10:30 AVE. 


by Hotel Statler to pick up SiTH and SPRINGRR, Ue wes driving a 1939 
or 1940 Cra; Pontiac Coach bearing 1943 tinmnesota License No.337-7-3. 






Lae 


a student from Voncordia Seminary, calixd 


Ke took thaa to Yoncordia Seminary and brought them back to the Hotcl 
about 12:15 P.E. : 


“SPRIAGER and s! TE were vary pleased with the "fine thing at Con- 
corcia" and -shat a fine experience it was to sse these youn; men who n2ve 
so much faith in CERIST. SPRI‘GGE com.ented, "It wes a creat treat for 
them to meet you (SiITH)", "Ther looksc at you as though they were 
meeting the next president of the United Stat2s", 


" Hr, 'LeART, a reporter for theyadint Louis Star-Timcs, had bezn 
in to interview SiITE earlicr in the morning. However, inasnuch as 
S.ITh coulec not give hin very much ye arranzenents had been made for 
O'TLaAR! to cone Baek at 12: 30 Pivt. | O'LSARY hed been a revortéer for a 
newspaper in New Orleans, possibly the New Orleans item, and uscd to 
follow S.2ThH and HUES LONG all over Louisiana. . 4 


“O'LLAKY was late in comin, and Si: ITE was aware of the fact-that 


the City saditor of the Star-Times is a Jew and SPRIVGR believes "It is 


a real mean paper. It is a Now Deal paper", SiTE commentcd that the 
newspaper is full of Jewish lies and. tne reporter wes probably late because 
of a cont enenee with his editor as to questions to ask hin. © ee } 
en, wos 
SITE, however, waits for this interview and O'LEARY does come \. 
about twenty minutes late. SrHiTK told O'LuahY that it is not their | 
purpose to split the Mepublican Party, however, should “Lit: be nominated, 


their entire movement woule become 2 separate aattons Sante poecuse 


the people of the United States would demand it, O'L&RY inquired how 
pra exnected to gat on the various state ballots and SITs explsined 
that that is one of the purposes of his present tour-“to stud: the 
election laws of various states and sco now this can be accomplished. 
SiITHK furnished O1LARY various publications and erticles giving informa- 
tion about his background and views, SLITH explained that they are for. 
rclaxation in the war effort and that the 4amcrica *irstcrs are not 
traitors, | Si\UTE particulerly points out an article written about him 
‘by R&XYPUCKLR, a commentator. S.IT% in answor to tha direct question 


said that they are against subsidies and thet tais is a scheme of ‘the - 
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Government to hole the people in line for the next election, ‘when aske¢ 
how else in{laticn can be controlled, SLIT! saic that inflation can ve 
controllee oa” price control. . _ ve 


O'LF EY asked about SPRING%R's back,roune and it wes explsined tiat 


SFRi. ‘Glk cnne to Saint Louis specifically to confer with STEEN". ke is 
pastor of the ler,est Zaptist Church in Goleraco, and is also henc of 
eleven hundred ministers of tne Sospel who are packing, Siith. These 
eleven hundred preachers are from all over the United States. SPaoiid 
explained that when the persecution of preechsrs began, he sent out a 
five page letter to 22,000 persons suggesting taat they Dand it seh 
to "preserve CERIST'S cause in ansrica", 69,000 of these 224, 000 wer 
preachers. O'tLskY, in his questioning, t tried to bring out that of 
-this large number, 1100 wes a very smali percentage wio were in 5, mpe tay 
with the idea, but SPhIWGsk end SATS explsined that thie did not ask 
all of the _Preachers who answered to become meubders of the Coranittes. 
They explained that every time a preacher sneaks against the ‘Jjéw Leal 
over the pedio: his radio time is taken avey, anc that they as prenchers 
think that they have a part in chanzing things in tne next clection. 


\ \ outa saia that ts of their men thought that he saw SFHIZ ER 
at Soncordia Seminary and SPAInWswK immediately reslied that trat had no- 


Se 


connection whatsoever with tteteiorica Airst Farts, anc that SFEIVGCR had 


a personal friend who was showing him the pul ldings out thera. it 
enphasized that it had ne connection with the movement and tiat any 
statement to the effect that it did woulda be entirely false. ie 
explained that he went. out there for rclexation inasmuch as ther nad 
heard that it was a wonderful institution, 


SH rays spn iaiens that there was a steady stream 568 peopls ccming 
4n to $63 him from Southern Illinois and Vissouri and trat he is 
ascertaining the best possible place to hold a mseting ({t is to be - 
noted that very few pedple Gid actually come tb sce S'TTE anc taci he 


was continually exagecratim, the numbcr of people he was conferrirg wie, 


and to the people who contacted him he exaggerated the la saa of 
other incividuals whom he had sesn).. 





Just as O'L uRY left, trere was a telephone e2ll for s. 
br. KATSR's office. A Star-Timss Reporter had becn there endYrsi ark | 
“wanted to make sure that SiITi would not say anything showing his = ~ 


conncetion with him, S.ITE told him that they had expleincd to the 


id 
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reporter that they were out there looking at the architecture. 
_ In the conversation which followed, SFHILOR said, "I clearcd 
tnat-up to the reporter. I took that idea out of his mind (the idea 
thet Dr. VATCR had angthing to do with their movement). SiITTC answered, 
"io you didn't. ‘ou told him what you hoped he would belicve, but you 


didn't teke it out of his mind. Ly hunches are always right. “ig should | 


never have gons out there. I refused\ir, }AUR three times, but he 
dnsistcd.". They,then conjecture as to how the reporters found out that 
they had been, at Voncordie Scminary and apparently were not avare of the 
fact thet they Star-Times Ecporter hadtailed them out td“the seminary. 








SLITH belicv2s that he is being watched end -rs. S.iTa related an 
incident which happened to her in Suffelo, New Tork, which convinced her 
that she was being follaved and chacked upon. . 5 


' Subjects' Com.cnts Rcolative to Newspaper Articles 
— een CT, mt TR AA = r= 7 | rn ail 
| Published Luring olay in Saint Louis 


ar a 


z , ‘ 7 + 

Relative to the short article which appeared in the morning eaition 

of the Globe-Democrat, the comment was made by.SPRING’R and urs. §. 2TH that 
"At least they didn't *smcar' us." : ° 


_ ky. and krs, SiITH laughed at the editorial which appearsd in the 
Post Dispatch on January 15, 1944, which callvd S¥ITS a "rabole-rouser", 
he commenting, "ve made it, At least they didn't 'smear' me, That i. 
wnat 1 came for." 4 ae oe ; 


SMITH and SPRINGIR did not know the identity of CARL SCEURZ, the 
German-bern naturalized citizen who was a member of Congress for many 
years and theorize that he.is probably a Jew. 


SLITH wag also very anxious to detcrmine from the people whom he 
contactcd what the reaction was torieQJLLOCd's article in tne Post on 
December 26, 1943. He could obtain very little information about this, 
but mention was made that it probably did him more good than harm, It 
did attract the attention of individuals who wers sympathetic with his 
idees and at least one of these indivicuals did write to him in betroit 
because of this article (JOSIFS WkKUOSTNAS).. 


-- My 
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his cellansous Comments Made by the SITS : anc SPRINE:RS 


tad 





STH tole OlliuzRy, the Star-Times reporter, that the ‘Amcri.ca 
First party hed ne losal branch, but that plens wore being made for this, 
fle explained thit the peopl: wio are intersstcd in thcir movement are 
the Rapudiicans end the amcrica Firsters. de referred O'LuakT to an 
article corcernirs himseif in Timcs - egazine where the *overnor of 
Vermont cailed Si? and scvceral othor indivicuals of his typs, “Lhe 
four ycar locusts", SLITG expleined that he, hims. cf, Sis not a 
candidsts for os heme 4c refused repeatedly to annouhce any. nomes 
of individuals with whom he was working. 


Wnile Ers. SiITH and SPRING R were engaged in a general convcrsa- 
tion sic commentcd that RVSSiéA is coing so well because so much of the 
war material is being furnished by the United Statcs. Shs comicnted 
rclative to an article in tas newspaper giving tac nuuber of mon wio 
Will be inecucted into the Unitca Statics Amy in the coming montis and 
she is against heving such.a large number of ren cxlled into the armcc 
forces. SPRIMCER rolated an incidsnt which happcn-d to him in the 
lobby--the cashicr mentioned tiat "Undercovor" nust be a good book 
because BaLlLTH GiNCE™LL recommends it, whsreupon SPRING R told her that 
"This is the reason why it undoubtedly is no good", “hen “ir. and rrs. 
SiIT# discussed the lerge number of mon to be inductsd by July 1, 1744, 

S$: ITS com.ented in derogatory terms about the Int crn2tionalists and 
the United Nations crowd. : 


While S:ITH anc“SPRILG.R were discussing picns of thvir movement, 
SPRIVGAR inquired as to what the smart thing might be in regard to 
publications, and S?iIT!i mcrely comicnted, “Uors than we heve done". 
SLITE ane SPRING?R were concerncd with the coming Scdition trizls. 
SPRINGER is of the opinion that five or six Kazis have been tarowm in 
as defendants with the rcst of those indicted in order to confuse tha 
\ issue. However, SLIT believes that the lawyers will not pernit this. 
SPREE No wonders whether the government thinks that Xeverend Fi is 

EROD, ono of the indicted Seditionists, has no followers end S.tTa 
expleins that the followers are isolated and thereforc tacy feal shat 
thesas followers can do no harm. SrkRIxGtR asks, ‘Suppose these who nave 
been tried are found guilty and have to go to jail?"®, but S.iT: is of 
the opinion that tacyz will not. yo to jail as they will appeal amr such 
conviction.. 
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S:ITH then explained to SPRING'R his position in this matter, 
especially in regard to his comections with the incivicucals who had 
, bsen indicted. is wind has not been made up as vet and it will 
’ depend upon the evidence which is introduced, If from that evid:nce 
» he thinks thet “TiRoD and the others are guilty, then he will issus 
ya stateacnt to such effect and show that he’ had no connections wita’ 
; i this group. If he doses not palicve that thovw ars guilty, hs will 
\ | org anize mcutings, ziva spceches, et catere for ticir defense. 
jHowcever, he believes that if they are convicted, it will be upon 
perjured evidunce and tachnicalities. 





weed 


a a 


PRHIG HR fecls as though he has 4 great Cecision.to make as he 
is concérn.d that hs mickt become inyolved in thcss indictuents, espccial- 


ly bocauss of his contact With VITROD. S.2Th says that \.TURcD was not 


ca the man, as he docs not impress people when they meet him. de docs not 
4 believe that “wiNRoD's skirts arc cntirely Ninian. out that the toings 
fat . that “TROD said were said in ps2ce tims when we werc at wor with no 
nation and he does not believe that 2 man can bo condemned for 
accepting help~-no matter where ths help comes: Bpparontly mean- 
ing help’from Germany), SiITI comscntce tha (phonctic) bre 
looks very cotnecest and acts very strangely wicn Ne€ 1s around STITH. 


-” 






. * 





Sith tells SPRISGaR, “Ncn Lf they convict TURCD, ther can't 
get you". SFHING’R then explain that ns was tao only public figure 
wo supportec “IXROD an@ that iN wT is convicted, it will ruin 
SPalig R in certain circles. SiITH cncoureges SPRING R, but SPRING GH . 
= is very much worried. apparently SSRNER had/arransed for “TZSROD'S 
3 mostings in the Denver Area, SiITH statcd that “TROD had "tio. strikvs: 

3 ageinst him", but when he started enuncrating.thom, ac cndod up witn 
a thres strikes, listed as follows: (1) ke visited Cormony; (2) His wife 
i. . (apparently ather coments thet the wife has mado or some activity of 


the wife; and (3) Threo formr cmployzes of “INtOD will testify against . 
hin. 






SPRING=R is very ee ee tnat the FEL hes novear on sd him about 
a WisHOD inasmuch e's he-wnt to Pucrto. Xice with him and helps¢e him in 
Denver, Colorada. S:ITd is of the opinion that SPRINGR has not bean 
questionzd as he is in fevor of “POD. SITS also commentcd that he 
| has had no dircet contact with GRO sinec 1932. 


although SiITH and SPRIKRG F somet:mes wandcread off of the topic 


of the incictments, it apparently was uppermost in thir inind as the 
conversation always cama back to thie topic, SI0TH said, "Thy indictid 
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ee ) in New 7 york and then dropped it", sit i woncers if the bow 
' Idefendants have ar good lawyers anc beliaves that SPRINGR will me ces 
subpocnzed as a defense witness for all of the defondants, Thoy heve 
not heard anything concerning titis, but both of them feel as though a 
will be subposnacd to washington, Lv. C. for the trials. — 


SuITH commented about the local situation in Saint Louis and 
apparently he had asked somcon2 in Saint Louis to hglcd a meeting and 
preside over it, but that this indivédual refused. SPAEXGR is arraid 
thet he will be“"smearcd™ in Lenver, He comicnts about Ris Congrcgation 
and said that he has mentally teken his conzrogation from small idcas 
to bizg.er things end that this year, 1944, he will bring tue up to 
still bigger things. SPRINGUR is very much concerned about his om future 
and the fact that if thé Seditionists prescntly undcr indictment ars 
successfully prosceuted, he will tion bc indicted. Si2TS also has some 
concern about tis, but fccls as taough ths prosccutions will not te 
succussful. SPRUCER says that ho has vowed that hs will not spend any 
monsy for his defense, but will leavs evcrything in thie hanes of SOD 
as he sincercly fecls thet he is coin, sw0c'S work. oth of these mén arg 
convineed that they arc iio a the ee thing anc will follow arene. the 
course wthich they have ree 








Another one of the ‘purpos: cs for S.. It's vigee to Saint Louis was 


ee to dceide on soma individual in this city who could rent a hall for him 

boy and then "sit on it" so he wouldn't lose it. Hs also wants to concentrate 

a on Saint Louis inasmuch as "It is right in tho widélo™. | 
4 ° ~ 


Hisecllancous: Persons ‘Referre d@ to in Gor aeaatione 





SiaTd is apparently on friendly terug with Roveren aD i, .imRION 
of Pontiac, sichigan, and some referencs was nade to him dsfying’ «Latte 
- dn regard to gasolinc rationing. This individuel is belicvod to be identical 
i with the ii.RION who addressed a Detroit mecting of the ancrica virst Party 
- 3 on June §, 1943 in Detroit, “ichignan. Siclfk and SPRINGGR fesl as tiough 
ths ddministration is trying to supprcss predenses: 





oa 





SPRINGER inquired of SUITS whether he kuu writtcn to Senator JOH-SOk, 
SELITH gaan "You nevan the Ultimatum?" and then answer od that ue had written 
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- ss TPE commented that he had recoived a letter frdm 503 RSTNOLIS, 
(Unitcd Statcs Senator) and SPRINGER asked, "2111 ho be hearing from 
JaRRT", to which SiITH answered, "Ec is working on it for mo". 2 


Some camore man for Collicrts kagazine has bean trying to seu 


SiilTH. a7 / ; : a 
| ' Telephone Call from’GRs viva0D = oe 





* 

- Be - 

EE Re eer. Spee 
i easel aoe 


pea 2 : rf 
: . 
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. eae 


-. . GARALD B, “WIEROD tricd to-get in. touch with SicITS by; tclephons 
calling icng distance; however, SIITH was out of ths room and SPLDIER 
spoke with him. SPRIGER seid that he sxpccts to bo in Florida in 
karch, but was leaving for home (Lenver, Colorado) on the aftcrnoon of 
Jonuary 15, 1944 so that ho could be at his church for scrviccs Sunday 
morning. ds explained that STITH was lcaving for Chicago on the 
night of Januar 15 and woule be there on January 16 end 17 at the 
Slackstons dotel. SEITH intcndcd leaving for Detroit on :iondey night, 
January 17, SPRINGSR cormented to “TROD that they had had favorable | 
st-toemonts in the nowspapers in Saint Louis and that up to that tins 
there had been no "smezring", 


Aftcr the tclcphons conversation was completed, SPRINGER , 
explained that it was “TUROD ane that WINROD had tricd to got him in 
Florida, ‘WZiROD would not discuss anythin, over the telephons but 

_ wented to‘lmow where an airmail special dslivery letter could reach 
SLIT# at tha carliest possible moment end SPRINGER told him to sand 
it to Chicago... WINKCD had related a story to SPRieGiR concerning a | 
smali, weckly paper which was published in “Aichita, Kensas. The ecitor 
of that ncwspaper ran an cditorial on tac front page which had anpeared 

- in tho Chicago Tribuno rolative to the indictment of NIURCD and the , 
other Seditionists. -spparcntly this was an editorial upholaing those 
indicted. The editor of this small weekly said taat as he walked down 





aan: , the street tho-day after his paper canc out soventeen business mon stopped 
a him and gave him cigars for running the editorial. | 
i 


Persons “ho Conferrcd with 321 LD L. K, SiITER 
ee ee 


i: ae Sout 2:30 P.t-d 
onc of the indivicuais 10m SLITTH had written prior to mis coming to 


Seint Louis, tclephonicelly contacted SiTT3, had heard &.0Th b7¢ 
talx at the Coliseum on soms oceasion, SiITH inquires of 
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where a mceting could be held for about four to fivc hundred people and - 
asked to send him a List of the names of his friends. _ 
Arrangements were made fo to come to the Hotel Statler and 
was to try to bring ol the americe Firstors neamcs. 


















In the late afternoon cams to the dotel Statlur and 
Si IT inquired whether he had gotton to the Cleveland Vonvention. 
answered that he had not, but that (phonetic) 













ha en the represcntativs. | eam cxplainsd that he hed beon 
a active in thy Aémcrica First Conmittes and lives in Lemey, iissourl, next 
- - door to his sistcr, who wes also vury activa in 


. the America First Conmittos, S opsratcs a goncre] merchandise store 
i in eway and has a small hall available there. mame was 2 Coughlinite 
| Siiia wanted a list o 













4 and hold a membership card, G Coughlinitcs and 
Sey asain sn that he had a list of names and could got his - 
ee 

ane ugnitcr=in=law to copy- tien. ae 
4h . GR coins that the FEI had investigated him as nc had beon 
wat cChargcd with nolding meetings. de admitted that ne talked a lot anc that 
a he is radical, SiilTH startea strzossing the point thet the ncn were 


released from the armed serviccs without a csnt and that the. Covornmcnt 
was spending six million dollars in South samcrica--wasting moncy on 
forcigners and not giving the American taal anything. 


SMOTH saie that under FRAVKLIN BD. ROOSAV: LT, in order to be a 
goou american you could not bo an “mcrica First,. buta hussia Frirst,~- 
or England ‘irst. He also startcd playing on tions wita 
such phrases as “Our boys first", etc, SIITH aske other he 
thouzht it would be possible to get cnough nem2s to circulerize in ordar 
to: our hundred or five hundred péopla togcthcr for a necting. 

thought this possible and when esked wisre he thougnt would 
be a good placs sugzcsted the Triangl¢s hall 











. In answer to the question, 
SiiTk's agent to rent a hall, Sil talkee of plans for 
this mecting. SrITh does not want anyone come to the meeting, woich 
would be small, except those who were in possession of an invitation. 


after the small a ie they would havc a "big rip snorter of a nesting 


said he was willing to act as 


t 
teem - + 


Gaba beet 


and reisa hol’, agreed to help SiiTH obtein a hall and the 
dctcils would be worked out in corrospondence between ticn. 
acvised that he did not nave a tvléphonc, tut his sistcar's number 1s 
Watson 2921. He had tricd to act in touch with his sister to come dom 
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to the hotel with him as she would have besn glad to mes 
with hin. Howcver, he could not get in touch with her. 

od that he had tricd to get people to coms to meetings bofors tne war 
and that he told all of the men th 
now, but you will have tine later on to die" 


meeting. SiITH was alsd sosking to gst nams 
wore “their kind of peoplo" and 
Mattesa, Missouri, who is & scrapper, 


nemas for S:iiTH and send them to him. 
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S.“TH and talk 
oxuploin- 






on that "You have no tine for mectings 
(Hc apparently neant cic in 
war). : 


Ne os 


ge ‘ , ‘ 
SLITH explained that they were forming a big movement of mon just 







1k Er stuffed shirts. He said that Saint Louis was tas only 


torn whic 
Tsolationist group who continues to most, upon wal 


=s not hed a nucicus of “mcrica Firsters or some other 
ch he could build a 


=s of other individuols who ~ 






suz,z,csted a pricst in 
and also 4 pastor br tha name of 


who resiccs in a small tow in Tllinois. 







attended all bf these 
typos of moctings and S$: 17s told him that mayb: he would send\i'rs. . 
LUXDEZN down to Saint Louis for a meeting. . In explaining who 
is, he said that her husband, thc Sonator, had Gicd in thet "myrsteri 
airplane crash", ~ag making somo enti-senitic remarks and 
SiIT said, "They just don't realizs how people are retina" 
explained that his sister had all of the or of the america firstsrs 
Si. 


and also stated that thoy were followsrs of\Father COUSLLIN, 
etition to get COUCHLIN 


commented thet tha; were figuring on getting up =. 
on tie air again. This was in answor to quastion as to 


whether Father COUSHLIZ would again be on tne racio. SiITH also men- 
tioned that he had sent out 100,000 petitions regarding mustering-out 


pay. 










ous — 







+ 







Si-ITH vole that he was going to Chicago fron Saint Louis, 

but that his mecting in Chicago was a little different than here in 

Saint Louis as he was. going up there to discuss stratsgy] with othor 
of 


lendors in that city. ds gaveo four magazines, Cross and Yle,", 
and also a copy of some book | commented thet he would dis- 
is now employed at Busch-Sulzcr,. 






tribute them “at the shop" zt 
Saint Louis). . is 


- 20 - a ee mes 


agrocd to get tacsa 


first introduced hinsclf to 








. . aA 
SilTli as nowever, handed him a card which showed him his truc 
nane, He explained thet he is 3S years of age and is omployce in the 


the Public Welfare for the City of "Se. int Louis under 
In 1935 he wes one of the young men who put on soms mecting 
ni rii:: nere in Saint Louis, probably onc of the Shzere-thd-wealth 
mneetines, SiiT& ase ° vnether ha wes acquainted With 
i but he.was not (In this respoct it must be noted that S.iTL trié 
, | ' get a line on all of the individusls who contacted hin as he ws 


afraid that some person not in sympathy with his ideas right try 
to get his confidence in order to work against hin). 


= | WER 22 1sinc thet he was active in thet-ncric2 Fi ag Oy 
ae but that he also felt as though their cause was hopeless: Ee is a a 
ae Republican and organized his werd for the mayor. He also explrined that 


another individug > whon he worked in 1935 was a little fcllow, an 
attorney, nanc (phonetic). ds explained that he is trving to 




















saiiecd get ITLLiR a job in the Collector's Ufffice in the Saint louis City 
eget hall and thet ils presently "pretty low financially" and drinks 
: too much, 


a :: an egotistical individusl who thinks tha 
Z less of a power in Republican circles and he and 
- 4 are going to get out a newspaper, size & K lz, con ght pazcs. 
- . It will concern politics ~Oing to "raise hell with the 

Bee Lemocrats". SiITh called attention to his magazine, "Cross and 
Flag" and gives him a couple of copies. Ee sntorns I ct he ma: 
use any of the material which he may read in "Gross and Flag" in nis 




















7 own newspaper without acknowledging the source, 

L SLITH said that he has arhvs bean anti-RUOSUV:LT and asked what 

v = the reactj in Saint Louis to®icGULLOCHK's articlc in the Post 
Dispatch. believes tyuat it had done more ood than hara. Si-ITH 
then presented 2 book to elie: said soncthing about a man who had 
expessd Nazis in Yeshin,ton, b. C. and referrcd hin to page 42. On 


this page tnore is sone story about HLULAIOR ae Ve T's personal 
lawyer trring to get someone released. 







SMITH inquired as to the n lace a meeting could bs hold 


bf 
for about five hundrcd people and OG 222205122 the ivory xoon at tne 
Jefferson hotel, or the runicipal orium., S: ITH likss to hold a - 
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meeting at hotels because the "shcenics" (Jews) do not objcct so much, _ 


SiTik — as to ths leader of the Coughlinites in Saint Louis. 


However, could riot furnish this informetion, but mentioned an ~ 
individua oe 0 who held nectings a leng tine 
ago. SIITH also inquire 1f any Tsolationists or Netion2alistic Groups 


are holding meetings in Saint Louis on advised hin that tacre © 
was nothing going on lately except-the regular Ropudlican: and Denocretic 
mectings, SITE wanted tha nenes of some other hide goof the 
Aracrica First Committes 







2. ROMP 
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was of the opinion tant 
might havc such lists of former adcrica First nunbers ana 

was of the opinion that micnt hyve sucn lists.. . 

ATH inquired, “hat becane o Y bows at thuypcutsches ilaus i 
ernen house)? are any of them in Jail?" wes unabls to furnish 

ny information. , 












S:ITH thon hed cal] on thc telephone and 
SiTH talked to him. He cxXplains av ne wanted a list of the 


4mcrica First menbers and said, "I moan a list of our kind of psonle= : 
not the stuffed shirts--but thc real folks", He askcd to 
come dowm to the hotel and have a chat with him and "Scu 1f wo arc. 
going to keep our country this fall or give it to the Ghiness or a” 















soncone clse, he smerica Firstcrs ‘will show strength and will support = 
tic Republicans and get what we deserve from the™., |{- 
after arrangenents had bom mide with for him to come 7 


the hotel, SiTin snowed an article written by ‘Rg TUCK. 

is very anti-scmitic And made fraquant reference to the Jas, He 
d of the newspapc 2 was going to publish and said that he would be 
helped in it by who wes formerly in tho advertising 
business. He advisca tat the Saint Louis Fost Dispatch and the Star- 
Tines arc Ncw Deal papers, but that his newspaper will "kick the 
lomocrats". He intends to first mail it out to about 1,000\psopls 
ané thon gct subscriptions and thon send. it out to 2,000 thc\ noxt nonth 
and keap it growing in that var. Si IGG again tole him that ite could 


use any of the material which h2 wanted out of his majczine, "Cross and. 
Peg", : | oe 
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SMITH also oxplsinod that he wanted tho name of sone bright young 
fellow who is a-bincere amorica Firstcr to usc as @ keyman in arranging 
to rent a hall. had a young fellow in wind wno hes just beon mus- 





i 
oh tered out of the armed scrvicos with a medi ischargsé, who is about 
- twenty-five ycars old and is anti-scmitic. also advised that maybe 
| his brothcr-in-law, who is a chiropractor, may be able to serve in that 
4 capacity. - 
i . : 


In further convers2tion S:TTii said that né was against millions 
of dollars being spent in South sncrice and that less money should be 
spent in forcign ‘hoondoszling™ and nore money civen to the veterans. 
‘He explain:d how men just getting out of the service do not get any money 
at nll and for the disvolcd veterans, there is too much red tape befors 
they can got any disability payments. He s2id thet the proper care of 


* a erelt i avi 
ee ee an 
ba et ae: a 


* 


vet_rans is real #merica First philosophy-~our soldiers before anyone. 
Ke believes that the worst enay of the soldier is FRANKLI D, ROOSAV ALT. 
apparently is a HUnr Wile admirer and they started reminiscing 
about old days and S:iTH comnented tast. "It is too bad our man LONG 

was killed". _ 


Klong with other. anti-semitic renerks, statec, "The people 
can't seo how there is a concentration of wealth in the hands of a few ~ 
Jews". SMITH said, "We must be ready to mobilize the people at the end 
of this war and if we do not do it the Keds will get then", 











nace is : ; 


SITY was still anxious to get the nemes of other individusls who 
-~ gould go to the front for hin in Saint Louis ee: elt he could not 
éo this because of his job at the City Hall. Ec did, howsver, sa 
there was a Holy Roller preacher by the nane o EERE oy | 
who used to live around Delmar and wuclid, and on one occa 
visite¢ hin in the Sir W.LTLa R-LIGH apartnents. SiTrs had 


to reach at the RALCIU apartments, however, no on. sccriec to 
here was 4 in the telephone book listed as 










know him there. 
living in Zurcka, Missouri so Siiin had try to get this individual 
" to sce if this was tac man hed in mind. It appenred as though 
ST, wags anxious to get any kind of a person to cone down to talk with 
him and appeared to bo grasping at straws.» : 7 
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s in Saint Louis he, 


GHRIBD cxeteinca thet in 1935 when seTTy we 
the attorney non and a fellow nocd who is a_ little 
fcllow and a conscientL worker, arrangad for the mocting. | 


lives - nes informed SiITH that there was a 
lot of wunemployisent in var ouLs and when the big lny-off comes 


then is when SKITH's philosophies will cone into thsixy own. 






















7 SAITY wes appercntly playing for ths support of tho Coughlinites 
ae and asked if they were holding any nectings. — in tns 
eee negative. S:UTH started bragzing ebout his movement and saic that he had 
4 had people coming in to sco him all day (It is to be noted thet this ws 
? j net truc). . co | = 
Pod _ ° "As SKITH started blowing hinsclf up, followed suit and said, 
ae _®f an an inportant young man in the Republican Party". SiTTh asked 
Sanat if he thought that BLNWLTT ChiP CLARK, Senator from assouri, 

— would be re-clected as "Yo is sort of our kind of a guy". hed no 





opinion about this. L meard also brou_ht out that in 1935 he wos ons of 
the leaders in the Grcatsr Saint Louis 'Sharo The iiealth" Socicty. 





' didn't want to becone personal, but he wondered how S?-TTA 
managed to finance his movement. Si ITH wes more than gled to tell hin 
and explained how nany followers he has. de claimed thet he had cbout 
10,000 peopld who would send hin from %:1.00 to $5,00 whenever ha launched 
a progran. SIT! bragged as to his power in the Republican Party and 
explained that akTiUR V:"DENSuRG was a close friand of his and that 
they had issucd an ultimatum to the Republicans at Nackinee Island at 
Chicago telling then just on what basis they would support tho party. 
SLOTH explained that his greatest strength lay in Ohio, Indiana, and 
Kichigan, Hc spoks of hinsclf as boing a power in the Repuolican rarty 
and one of those who has undermined ILAT:. 
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SMITH asked if anyone listens to Dr. WIR of tho Luthcron 
did not know much about it, but stated ho, himself, did not 
id not know what support Dr. i4.i°R has. . 
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hour, 
listen an 
3. DOMA.LDNOBBECK: LOH'T-CK had apparently rade arranganonts on 
January 14 to cond to the hotel to see SXITH the following day and thcy © 
‘conferred for about a half-hour before conficcntial informants could 
furnish the text of their conversations. ‘rs. VIRGINUSYLO‘ CK accompenica 
her husband. LOn3 GK commented that hichisan was fortuhate in having 2 © 
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‘ines. VLOHE.CK nade remarks which showed that he 
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representative esa HOFF, whereupon SIhITH repli:d that he night 
send hin dowm to Saint Louis as a spekker. S: ITH exhibited to LUES CK a 
bound volunc of all of the issues of ross and Flag". He belicves that 
it is a monthly test of the frecdon of spesch in the United States and 
every month that one sees it published one can fse1 assured that. the 
fresdon of speach has not completcly died in this country. He said, 

“the cencuy" controls the radio, press &nd motion pictures and that those 
wieans of expression are holding off th nateral fo-lings of the truc | 
miericans. SIITH frequently nentionedNRit Pi TLS, who was in London 
since 1939 and who did an article recently on SitTH for the Now fork 

is anti~Churchill ana 
_enti-3ritish. He explaincd that he had come from Paris in 1939 where 

he had studied piano. Prior to this-conversation they wore talking 
about the dows and LOESK explaincd that he gave up the Fiano because. 
of his nane~-it not being Jewish. . oe af 







| SHITH told a story of how he suggested to menbers of the Dctroit 
Symphony Orchestra that if they would got someone other than a Jew to 
dircet it thet the people would support it. He clains that this wes dono 
in Detroit and that they are having the biggest season they cver hed. 
SHITH related the following story, apparently for LOHE:CK's bensfit as. 
hs took LOHE:CK to be Geran: Information had cone to certain medical 
circlas that in Centrel “urope devils were being born, in .ustri@ one 
with a tail, and in 36rlin one with horns. However, the latest report 
_ wag that a baby had been born in “ngland with wings. SMITH comiented 
that it was very sad, indeed, if evcryone with German blood wes to be 


considercd a degenerata. 


The -LONBECKS were active in imcrica Firsters and VIRGING. LOHSLCK 
worked at the office, LOHSSK has 2 list of those who voluntesred for 
work at the imcrica Pirst headquarters. . 


Tha LOHBLCKS were invited to zo out to dinner with the SLiTsS 


is : 
and they went te the Castilla at 1115 Washington Street to cat. however, 


they had no contact with cnyons there. 

‘When they returnod to the Statler Hotel SMITH told thom that he 
fclt that thovvere his fricnds and wera with hin (It is to bs noted that 
SUITE wos at first very, cautious with tie LOHS CKS). SiZTE believes 
that the LONZ:CKS are intorcstcd in "the crusade". ILOlEK is supposcc 
to have 15,000 naras which hs is going to furnish to SiITi. 4 


* 24 
“29 r 
ie ES Xe 
i 4 . 
* er 
i A 
o ; x 
ToD he Daehn mat scent ; = ‘ 
ee ao a eo a aie wet foe iam Ste ee ee tae RM Re Sr anes SNe Rea oS 







ea A 
ene Tat 
a 
e 


. 4 
ape § 
4 
L. 


Fest 
« 


Wale 
“ 


ahs teen 9 “ete 
wad 
4 
\ ‘ 
t 
1 
e 


ee ws of 
* 
‘ 


SL File No. 100-6013. 


1 
Avot 


- 


i] 
Ba! 


1 
1 








™ 


conferred with SiIT# at the 
“Statler Hote » nowever, full eronce are not available. 
‘They did sccm to get along quite well and appeared to be Db%7e 
a loud sort of individual and both he and SiITH heartily enjoyed exch 

- others cornpany. is supposcd to have lactured through snail 
towns in :tissourl ~ncrica First Comiuittes and is quite. 
enthusiastic. He is alleycd to hive’ Tectured up to the tine of the war, 
He is not known by the LOHE CKs. 






ae : 85, JOS: PE oi, Ko STHS: KOCSTORS contacted S\ITH carly in the 
: : evening by tclcphonc ana sono mention was made of : (7) bie, 
ee who has subscribed to S:ITH'S nagazine. He later caro sland | 

a ae expliined that he was active in the cssrica First Comittee, but ven 
Re. the war came "got cold fest" and-his wife prevailed upon hin to destroy 
; a list of 200 to 300 names which he had. STH commented in this regard 
that if éne confesses he is @ real snerican, he is called a Kazi and tao 
v5 34 FBI is"sicked” upon hin. Hoe also s2id tint-it was the "shecenics" wno 
cas Nsicked" the FEI on those people, KOSSTARS explained thet he had 
ee formerly worked as a clerk in t2e Police Lepartnent end at the present 

time is engaged in the bicycle business, He had written to S:2TH# after 

he read the<icCULLOCH article on hii in the Fost Dispetch and he hes 

ET ee = “ 7 s 

six or more requests for Si-ITH's megazine, whcreupon SI ITH gives hin | 
=S several copiss. KOLST!2S explained how prior to the war thcy had fried 
“4 to hold a nesting at the Riverside Vlub, but a bunch of hoodluis fron 
ee the V.F.W. or amorican Legion had tricd to cause then trouble. ' Si ITH 
comientad, "The Jews have a way ectting Veteran organizations to do . 
that", He explained tnat Captain lah UTSLRL, the leader of their 
group in Illinois, is a veteran end was wounded scventesn tines in 
Norld “iar No.I, and is still getting neodical treatment. 
















KOSTAS belicves LOL CK to be a sincere s«mcrica #irstecr. 
KO'ST RS explaincd that he has a lot of. sether CIULGILIN's newspspcrs 

— and that recently he has written lctters against the National Scrvice ict. 
He again explained how he had lists of nares, but that they were 
dsstroved when his wifc becane afraid that. it might cause thon trouble, : 
Si1Th colonted, "Now the mothers would now have "iked to have been in © 
such an organization end kept their sons from war". 


KOEST:.AS explained that ha. has denvciod around the world twice ena 
has lived in africa and is thirty-six ycars old. He further contcnds that 
the British spend less than the United States for the wer effort and the 
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British were the ones who pushed our boys into it. 


. SHITH asked KOST=RS how nany there wero in his circle,of fricnds 
who felt the sane way he did. He answered thirty or fourty. VkONST URS © 
believes that he could probably get from seventy-five to one hundred 
people togethcr should there be a nesting held in Saint Louis for about 
four hundred to five hundred choice pcople, Hb has ksy-men pho are herd 
workers. SHITH inquired whether the Coughlini = ere doing anvthing — 






in Saint Louis and KOLST.URS explained that the)Dé, om Brotiacys were 
nost active in this field and that they used blish the Mocial 
Justice Digest, but that now cae were pavers out some kind of new: 
Beene one 


ie the conversation continued, SMITA commented, “ic ara over the 
hump. There are too many of us", KO! SST RS answerad, OThey can't do, 
anything because if they would send us all to jail the jails would be 
fill:d", KOSTIRS heartily recommended ‘that the Dek0OR be contacted and 
acvised that they were still holding vocial . Justice mestings, he thougnt, 
_on the first Wednesday. of cach month, SITE was very gled to near this 
and was given Del! OORS address. KO..5T. urs/bérsonally acquaintcd with the 
Del VORS and SHITH asked him to contact then and to write to him about it. 
KO.ST'ES gave his full name as JOSi.FH W. KO.STLRS, 4713 Virginia, Tel. 
No. Lockhart 2051. SiJTH told kd paes that he would send hin seventy- 
five invitations and the card would reed, "This card will permit bearer 
to hear GoRALD L. K. SiITH on @ate) ", KOEST:iS told, how he 
had been reported to the FAI and hea a been investigated. However, he 
had been a clork in the Police Depertusnt and had found out about this 


investigation, He said, "How I got that information is nobody's businesss~- 7 


but I got it". He also explained taat he was an air es word. 


- 


SKITH inquired of KO STRS if he kno j who wore 
HUT LONG followers, but this was before KO # Tid! tint a Tas 


pads comments which showed tnat he is extraiely anti-ilew peal and also 
-— against the Yritish. He feels that RCOS.VLLT follows ths British in 
cvervthing they do and that we followed tha: in such things as rationing 
and nobilization. JOST RS had been told by Del0OR to witcn out for the 
pumdoney Ko ‘5T FS cxplained that he had worked very hard for thc 
2 guirittee and had handed out panphlots which he and 
mene fcllow printed on the stevs of some church. Sone man had cone 
wp to him end threatence to "knock his block off", The pamphicts reac, 
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{This is not our wl SLITH immcdiately asked very interestingly, "tas 


he of military age?" \KCUSTLS edvised that he probably wes not as he 
looked to be rather old. | 


KOMSToRS advised that he is narried but has no Sisideek: His . 
father end nother are dead and he is one of nine children, - 


LA we abot st he Tasze a 


They started alkit Ng avout whe vews ageir 

story of a big neeting which had been arranged for him in Denver, Colorado 
but the day before it was held a Jewish Councilman had their permit re~ 
voked. One of the newspapers wrote an editorial questioning who ran the 
~city~-inesmuch 2s the city = nuditoriun wag involvedc--the citizens or the 
Negroes, Jews and Cormunists., Because of the pressure brouht to bear the 
hayor then pernitted it to be held. However, the Vonmunists gathurcd 
outsice of the place and 300 police were there for protection. The houss 
wes filled and the Chicf of Police cane to SMITH and told hin that they 
did not want any rough stuff, and SiLUITH told hin that he would ’cuss" 
ROOSI.VGLT and toar into the Now Deal. The Uhief of Police wa: skeptical 
but listoned to the speech fram behind the curtain, and curing the 
intermission, S::ITH went back there and the Chief of Police compliziented 
hin 4 the fina specch saying that it wis tha best speech he had over 
hoard, The Uhicf declincd Si(T3's invitetion to come out on the stage, 
scent , When SITY got beck in front of the audience hs told' thm what 
the Chief of Folica had said snd called upon the Chicf to comm out and 


nake a bow. The Chief did this and also said a fow words. 


+ 


SHITH nays ace thot he and his follovers wers Going nothing to 


' hurt the war cffort, but they thoucht that America should be first 


and thet the fjmerican vetorens should be first. 


“KOUSTSRS told STITH that his father-in-law is a distant ee 
of SPITH's, but no relationship could be ostablisned. 


KOST RS furnished SitiTi:-a list of nancs vinden he had already oe 
& pines of papcr who wanted to subscribe to the yGnoss and Flag" 
ae had two othcr psoplce "both drou,ht from the other sidc* ee 
Ucrmans), .wno woule like to gat copics, but who ware afraic it would 
prejudice their positions. SiTT suggested that KOLST KS subscribedc to 
thre.. copies and then personally zive ths copics to these two pursons. 


a 
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cd 
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- SMITH give KUEST]KS about a dozen copies of his magazine ori also a copy 
of what he called a "sensational book" and referred him to Page No.42. 
de asked tn2t these publications be placed wisely as he does not turow his 
literature aw2y but places it where it can do the most good, KOESTARS 
apre:d to be careful and strategically place the literature end stated 
that ne had studied this situation and has a few frieuts whom he can 
really trust. He explained at this point that one person whom he thought 
was his friend reported him to the FeI and that the F3r did investigate 
him, but found nothing wrong 2s he had never done anjching wrong and 
that this saue friend later came back on his knees begzing ‘forgiveness. 





SIT, thinking that KOLST HS had been interviewed by the FSI, 
. asked “vhat does the FSI sav? shat did they ask you.about?" ku:sT RS 
i explained thet he had not been interviewed by agents. 


erm ef - 
ry 


-" ROMSTERS told STITH that he had-had an article tublished in the 
newepspner the day before and an examination of the Snint Louis Post 
yA Dispatch for January 14, 1944 shows an article published in the People's 
eo _ Column signed DYLICS CSiri W. KOMSTSkS. In this article he attacked an 

editorial which ie believed. aAyorstes the Republican noaination of 
EGDSLL WILKIG that on the bssis to vote for SEUDNLL “0 Kia would be | 
practically the some as voting for tne : Sem (raw) Deel ti ket. He set out 
in this article that he believed that if “ELKT? is nominated and tht 
‘ ROOSLW-LT runs fer the fourth term the Republicans might just as ‘el? not 
vote at ali "Unless.a Nationalist Party comes into the picture". 


6. ) A pe! or GERD telephonically cone bP 
ningfof Jamar, 15, - tnere is some indication “ 






a tacted S$. Ti t 
wed _ that this woman vas calling fron 2 tingle Illinois, and sh: asked whether 
L 





{ 


she shhould have anything to do witn theKieacue of “omen Voters. STA. | 
advised azainst this and described tl as Internetionnalists, 2nd inasmuch - 


| 
eh 
tee 
ara 
: 
iagetltare 


as tasy are not Nations ld ote the:r vould nat. ha sunvorted Qt. is aiso 


tins tionslists, not. be supported. IT: ais 
é 3's rn agninst them because thes are ilew Dealers, SIT!) comments tart the 
| 7 Administration apparently thinks that to be intelligent one must agrea 
a . Wit thag that millions of dollers should be sent to South america while 
aed the Unitec States Veterans are released from the Army penniless, ie | 


clnims the way to counteract Cormunisn is with Cnristianisn. Their 
position of isolztionism and america Firstism is real basic amcricanism 
ana if the Republican Part;\ does not base its candidate and platform on 
this basic Americanism, tha| America Virst Party will be formcc. This, 
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SiITH explains, is why he is in Seint Louis. S:T‘H commented, "A lot of 
Protestant preachers mean vell, but they have to depend upon their A 
congregatians." : oS ; 


4 


This woman is one of the people to thom SiITH sent letters prior 
to his coming to Saint Louis and he explains theaths sent letters to 2 group 
covering a one hundred mile radius cround Saint louis, including Southern 
Illinois. He askcd this woman to write to him at Dox 459, Detroit, 
Michigan, and that she should furnish him the name of some other woman and .- 
he will answer her letter. ; , 4% Ba E Wave 


4 


SiTTH and ‘told nim that $ne had been a member of tne aAmerice First 


Committee. He reads to hor 2 capy af the news release Tactreing, wie 
“purposes Of his visit to Gaint Louis and the ooject of the Americn First 
Party. ‘During the comveksation, he mentioned that he is # gooc frrond of 
vr. SPARKS (very possibly\G. -wAiSO! SPaRKS, former heyor of Akron, Vhio, 
who has recently written the “poor aiseredrting wLLXIS entitleds/"0ne van-—~ 
“ENTPLL ELKIE", He also published in this book, “The iarste ttsr", 
which is presently in the _newsoAper . This letter tries to tie Wllas 

in with EakRY HOPKINS). furnished the fe‘lowing information 
concerning nemes of inclvicus. . 
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oe ~ Vinite Park - - 
(phonetic) 
rs. . ‘ 
Address - 6 ie. 23-4 a 
. si “i pproximately 15 miles from downtown ) 







the nam wes mentioned. SiilTh 
to scnd any nanes she head to him at Box 459, Detroit, 
Seamed to have considerable difficulty in getting rid 


HH eH 
On Jenuary 15, 1944, c2lls were made from Si:ITA's room to Cabarny 


7094, which is listed under Cabany 125% for the Dean's Office, Concordia 
Seninsry, @01 Demund Street, Saint Louis County, lissouri. i 
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thar call was made to which is listed for b Je . 
This is possibly a telephone call made by 


eo 


4 a ae | . IV. | EISC3LLANEOUS 


3 There is some indication that S:ITs tried to call Tel. No.Randolph 
2. 3 9547, However, there is no Saint Louis exchange by this name or anything 
4 similar. ; : oe . 
~, \ SPENCER > ¢ eCULIOH, 115 Gdvin, Kirkwood, iissouri, anc his office. 
at thea Lint Louis Post Dispatch were trying to make arrangements for an 
interview with S:iTH, and apperently there 1s some indication that 
SOCULLGE misht go to Vhicago or Letroit to sco hin. 


+ 


ot oe 
aoa . 
' ee od a 


+ fhe SPITHS nade frequcnt mention of the fact that their son is. 
in the United Statcs aa and tiuat they had mee heard from him oS 


eleven weeks. ie | 7 
Ape also has ‘a 


Xv 


‘ie ob 


ww - 
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HaRVust SPRINGER' s wife's first name is | eyELIN: 
brother (probably a step-brothor} in the Unitec Statdgs Army. ner real 
fatosr lives in Downing, sissouri, and sne is apparently on friendly 
terms with him. “then quite young, her mother married her step-fcther, 

whom she also regarcs highly. ee : 
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V,, DEPARTURES 
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Reverend -and irs. HARVETPOrRieaR left Saint Louis on the 215 PL, 
: iissouri Fecific train for Denvér, Golorado, and ix, and :irs. GiksaiD Le 
K. SLITH checked out of the Statlcr totel at 10:30 ?.K. on eee 15, 1944 
and caught a midnight train for Vhicago. 


yt 
hey a 


s 


es Just befora SicITE left, a navspeper man contacted him anc & ITs 
explained. that a mesting would probably be held in tne middle of Februery 
a thet ever active member of the Committes arranging for ths meeting 

ea formcr mmerics Firster, He said that the Comittee of Preparitions 
cenaigted of sevontcen -wople, including business men, workers, rrotestents 
ane Catholics--a good cross section of America (It is to be noted that 
this is probably a typical Si.ITa exa,geration). 
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VII. KISCELLNEOUS 


On January 14, 1944 a telephone call was shown on tne hotel 
records couing me ovrrts roon to Grand 1212. ‘This nwaber is 
listcd to It is b 
believed that the yecord 1s probably 1n error as moc beriocra ce 
Nowspaper has the Telephone No. Garfield R21. is not snown 
on the list of the scerica First Committ 
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THs Bi DaivViR FIULD DIVISION 


1 

Fe at Tenver, Colorado, will furnish the Detroit Ficld Division 
vith alt portinent infornstion relative to Keverend“Y.PViY SPRING, 
if this has not alrcady been done, sspecially as it might relate to 
oRaLD Le ke SMITH and the present iaerica First Party. 


It is to be noted by the ne ftokt Field Vivision tnat Suit 
claimed that the Uhief of Police of Denver, Colorado was quite 
enthusiastic over S:ITH's speech, : 


“TES DETROIT FIELD DIVISION 


x &t Detroit, “fichigan, will furnish the Saint Louis Field Division 

. with the background to this case, wiich may be of assistance. till 
especially acvise if there is any specific investigation desired and 
— what the particular objcetive of the investigation is, if it is other 
then just observation anc ths developient of 2 possible Sodition cxse. 
Tae SaIhT PUL FOLD OLVISrTOY 

At Saint Paul, »innesota, ‘will ascert2in a whon 1943. :innosots 

License tag #o,337-753 fxs ovcn issucd, It is ta ed that this is 
the sutomobile which an individunl by the nsane o » 2 student et b7 a 


- Concordia Ecizinary in Seint Louis WS driving. The automobile wes 
described as a 1939 or 1940 Gray Pontiac Coach. 








TEs Sat? LEVIS trubLo DIVISION 
a 


At Saint Louis, iissouri, #111 kcep in touch with the devolopucnt 
— of this novenent in Saint Louis and thc individucls connectcc witn it. 


‘All conduct investigation regarding all of the individuals mentioned 
in the hody of this report end correlated in the individual files of 
these subjects. 
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en at is: Office of Navel Intelligence 
Saint Louis, Missouri 
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op Federal Burean of Investigation 


L- Bnited States Department of Justice 


PF, O. Drawer "Vy" Plaza Station 
Saint louis (1), Missouri 
Jamary 28, 1944 


DIRECTOR, FEI 


. e* RE: scan eale Mees aes: We Be 
AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
i Z Sedition 
{. | 


Dear Sir: 


Reference is made to the report of Special agent 

Saint Louis, Missouri, dated January 28, 1944, 
reflects information regarding GERAID L. K. SMITH's visit to 
Saint Lovis, Missouri on January 14 and 15, 1944. 


bre 





Particular reference is made to statements of GERALD L. K. 
SMITH and Reverend GER regarding their contact with 
Reverend GERALD D,‘who has recently been indicted for sedition, 
It is to be no that Reverend SPRINGER has bean surprised that he 
has not been interviewed inasmuch as he took a trip to Puerto Rico 
with WINROD and also supported him in Denver, Colorado, The Saint 
louis Field Division has no information concerning the details of 
the WINROD case ao it is thought best that this matter be specifically 
called to the attention of the Bureau, 
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IN BEHALF OF 


WAR VETERANS 


WHEREAS, thousands and thousands of veterans of this war are now being mustered out of the service because of 
wounds, medical discharges, and various other reasons; 

WHEREAS, billions of dollars are now being spent for non-military purposes on the citizens of foreign countries; 
WHEREAS, veterans mustered out of the Armed Services are returning home virtually penniless; 

We, the undersigned citizens of the United States of America, petition Congress to pass such legislation as will pro- 


vide not only a cash payment upon being mustered out, but a rehabilitation bonus that will help the veteran to re- 
establish himself in the community. 





NAME ADDRESS : CITY AND STATE 





x . Sore 
2 RUCTIONS: 

Petition can be signed by any American citizen over 18 years of #8¢ itional petitions may be 
DO Bot delay petition. Fill i ible moment and nish it in. Additional petitions Tmy oF 
sy, tectived c it up at the earliest poss ‘ ON COMMITTEE, P. O. BOX 459, 

: TROFT 3 yateting B Your request as follows: VETERAN'S PETIT! 
® wettran, put the letter “WV” in front of his name. 

Petition in as soon as it contains five or more names. 





’ Whould be circulated in churches schools, sho ee ee “a _ : - 
eo Ratiad on ee $ petition sign first so that his or ber name ein be entered in a special file when it 
MUSE SAMERICAN VETERANS FIRST? £235 2°: 
. eR Tt St NRE NRE i's eS Sr I 





™ - a. Gath, Sapegpee eh wees dale sees 


Asei stant Attorney General Tar C. Clark 
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fietiasonalient’ of te Unrtn ce Res ahs De ere 
Aooording to a omfidential source of tn tarumatny Salty ms a necting 


of he thrice Pact Perr bald wt Detmne gh tin eylng of 

pcarced that he and the "America First rarty," ron nave “Veterans Petition 
- Coser ttoe," planned to ciroulate petit!cns cal ing a ieee gadis 
| perearrel’pustered ont af te hired Forcete 


eect Renortedly Sith, wiilic gyrating at the pails: clatred staat, he and 

@ hte orca iention wore largely resconatble for the increaced rate of pay now allowed 
onlietec personne inaosich as he gor tire ago sent 80,000 algatures to Conpress 
cenandting a pay raloo for enlisted peramnel, Cotinuing in this vein, Saxith 
urged his follarcrs to cirm:late anc conse to be afmmed the {netant petition, a 
pnotostatic coy of wich is attacte’,. Apparently when a sufficient nucocr of 
petitions have boen exncute., they will be forwirded to Congress or. masse. 


Onith while speaking in behaif of his plan for increased nmustering out 
pay, described {, the petition, allegodly assorted that "a reasly $350" ia not 
aifficient for our servicemen, ommectally in vicw "of the fact that Amcvica cm r 
give evory pcreaon in the 22 South Ancrioan republiag the sum of $50," Aadith 
recorteciy oor ented that every month’ 79,000 men are being mustered out of the» 
service even at the rresont tine and that due to financtal difficulties and 
piyi.cal defects ineident to their participation in the war, they are ‘ee 
hardonipa which could be — by the signation_of nowy 
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TRECs» ‘Reportedly, those worn poeed in groups ea sii Sai th?s SPetd tion to 
Sie —comereas” anc it is the opinian of the Burenafs eourcs of <nformation that the 
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a: Uf the ones who have eirculated this petition desire to enclose 

‘a contribution to help pay for the printing and mailing, it will 
be appreciated. All who enclose a donation will receive a copy 
of the beautiful portrait in colors, entitled "FAITH OF OUR 
FATHERS.” This picture is 8 in. x 10 in. and is suitable for 
framing. 





VERY, VERY, VERY IMPORTANT! 


Donations are strictly optional. Under no circumstances delay 
the sending in of the petition on account of a donation. The 

main object fe to get the names to Congress. In many instances oes 
the best work will be done by people unable to contribute money. nee 
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" * Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Wnited States Department of Justice 
Salat Louis, Missouri 
February 5, 1944 


Director, FBI 
| 0 
Re: G LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, alias 
L. Ki Smith; AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
SEDITION 
Dear Sir: 


C.: 

On January 14 and 15, 1944 GERALO L. K.. SMITH was 
in St. Louis, Missouri and held conferences with various 
individuals for the purpose of organizing a meeting of 
sympathisers of th CA FIRST PARTY to be held in the 
middle of February, ‘1944. 





At that time a physical surveillance was maintained 
on SMITH, however, it was not too productive, inasmuch as 
SMITH made all of his contacts in his hotel room at the Hotel 
Statler. Because of extremely close relationship with the 
management of the Hotel Statler in St. Louis, it was possible 
to get a room next to the suite which had been assigned to 
SMITH. It was, therefore, possible through a connecting door 
to hear practically all of the conversations in SMITH's suite 
without the use of technical equipment. . 


It is expected that SMITH will again be in St. Louis 
about February 17 and 18, 1944 to address a meeting and will 
probably again stay at the Hote] Statler. At this time it may 
not be possible to arrange such a good setup ae was had on his 
previous wisit and it may be necessary in order to overhear 


conversations to use technical equipment. Because of this, 


permission is requested of th technical 
q 8 eved that the technical surveillance can | | | 


be-Covered with a contact microphone. Specific advice is 
requested regarding both technical and physical surveillances o 
in regard to the SMITH case. a 


On Pebriasy"i 1h, 1944, the day on which SWITH arrived ; 
in St. Louis, the St. Louis Field Division was contacted by 
the local office of the Office of Naval Intelligence and they 
desired to know whether or not we were covering SMITH's visit 
to St. Louls and if we did not they were desirous of doing so 
thenselves, on the basis that there was indication that SMITH 


was making a concentrated play for servicemen, 
: a 9. 4 ah 
____ALLINFORMATION conpamien” : 7-7-8 ise 
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Director, FBI 2/5/b4 


The relationship between our office and the local 
office of ONI has always been the most friendly, frank, open and 
cordial relationship and has worked to the best advantage for both 
services, They were advised that they would be furnished a full 


copy of the report covering SMITH's activities in St. Louis and 

this was done, the report being by Special cers EE 

St. louis, Missouri, dated Jamuary 28, 1944. They have shown 

interest in this movement since thattime, espec as one of bic 
the organisers in St. Louis is a man named who is 
employed at the Busch Sulzer Company which ¢o ge Navy 


contracts for the production of Diesel motors, It is expected 


that they will request copies concerning SMITH's future activity 
in this district. 










The St. Louis Field Division would like to continue its 
relationship with ONI on the same basis as it has in the past and 
if this policy as regards to the SMITH case will interfere with 
the investigation conducted in Detroit, Bureau advice is desired 
by this office. 


truly yours, 


B\wie 


oe 


ec: Detroit 
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Reference ts made < yoar letter of pacity .. ‘19bhs seeing advice 
as to the procedure to be followed at St. Louie in connection with surveillances 
on subject Smith and as well information ag to whether copies of reports sub- 
mitted in the instant case at St. Louis mone be disseminated to the local 
o1fice of Raval Intelligence. 


i 
w - 


as - ; 


Concerning technical witvel Llinces and aiecetens pa osityaacag 
you are advised that no blanket authorization for such coverage in this case 
or will be given in so rar as subject's activities at St. Louis are con- 
Sernedi Should Smith return to St. Louis in the near future, as outlined in 
your letter, or at some other time in the future and it appears necessary in 
order to secure an appropriate coverage to utilise e technical surveillance or 
microphone surveillance, the request should be made of the Bureau in the 
usual manner, outlining at the time the circumstances, the safety of the pro- 
posed installation, etc. As a matter of general observation, it woula appear 
that aside from unusual circumstances, a technical surveillance would not be 
authorized at St. Louis in this matter. However, if the need should aries far 
a microphone surveillance in a specific instance, the Bureau would probably 
_ give favorable consideration to the use of such a survelllance;tipon your specific 
"-. yequest and upon your indication that the surveillance could maintained - 
with appropriate security. It will be necessary, however, for-you to make the 
eee request when the. occasion for such a marvel tiance arises. ; ee 


| | i Concerning physical gurveillancee, it is of coSebns Dorean's . 
BH desire that saith’s activities and contacts while i the St —Jouls district 
m .° be appropriately and adequately covered in compliande with requests received 
: . from the office of origin or the Bureau. Obviously, physicit sarveillances 
4. WiLL fin a great many inatances be of material assistance in this regard and. 
<n &t ds, ef course, perfectly proper for you to tee this investigative teckae. 
ez .' However, the Bureau is very definitely desirous of maintaining thie 
wc. Gilesereetly and accordingly any surveillances which are maintained should be 
a, Yaa__~Oa& d. ou £88 WHT arerek diacreet manner. Survelllaences in iis case 
trey —ehoulp be } th c masctiates should not be amare of the fact 
eir a itude bre Goserved. Therefore, it will be up to your 
| gdiecrstion in indi ridial,dnstances, considehing the (ashore of the 
value of the ihforn’tion te be developed ead the possibility of Smith 
OF associates making the surveillance, to determine the closeness of (Og 
the survdillance, ar ¢onceivab gbme instances the desirability of 
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aa aaa eae Sa os eg ee a ae agg ADE ag Kel BR Ca te 
a ae Relative to the interest — the local office of out ‘ha’ this matter 


ie oF * and its desire to receive copies of reports, it is the Buread's desire that you 
7s pet furnish coples of the regular investigative reports to GNI or any ether out— 
side agency. Your interest, set forth ja your letter, in maintaining ‘cordial - 


relations wi th OMT area af pena aa fulle annract ated * bat tn wiew af the nant {ae 


nature of the instant case and its myriad ramifications, the Bureau “believes 

that ceples of reporta shoulda net be furnished to As you ere already anare 

_ from the Investigation reported on in Special Agent report }9.. 
dated at St. Louis on January 26, 19h, the instant case often Olves person- 
alities and issues of a political and frequentdy controversial neture, Thie is 
particularly true in regard to the investigation conducted at Detroit, Smith's 
headquarters, and additionally the Detroit Office has an informant who is very 


productive and is very close to Smith. In view of this close relationship and 

the confidential natura of the deta secured by this ‘particular informant and set 
forth in reports, the Bureau feels it is not wise, considering the factor of 
adequately assuring the concealment of the {nformant's identity, to disseminate 
the reports to outside agencies. As indicated previously, another factor con- 
tributing to this decision is the fact that the instant investigation, particularly 
at Detroit, frequently involves personslities and issues of a delicate and contro- 
versial nature, these issues being for the most part entirely unrelated to the 
principal objective of the investigation, namely following Smith's activities 
‘with the purpose in view of determining whether he violates the Sedition Statutes. 


: Despite the observations eet forth in the preceding paragraph, it is 
” believed that” a suitable alternative presents iteelf. The Detroit Office has 
. YFaised the same question, that is as to whether copies of reports can be furnished 
,, to G-2 and ONT, and the Bureau is advising Detroit by a separate letter that. ~ 
although reports should not be furnished, summaries of pertinent information 
developed in the case should be periodically furnished ONI, and G-2 as well in 
the event that agency specifically requests information in the Smith case, It 
a Le believed that the same procedure ean be followed at St. Louls. Accordingly, 
“y..°. Sf Smith actually comes te St. Louls again, as he now plans, you ehould rurnish > 
|... co. ONT, in the event it makes a request for information, & meworandua or letter 
=“ appropriately summarising data ap to Smith's pertinent activities, that is ia 
4, +> Fespect to his contacts, his speaking activities, any efforts he may. aake toward - 
Ae oe appealing to servicemen OF. other pubject matters of ‘Jatearest te OMI, or anything 
~ -*"" Of such a nature as to Buggest a possible violation of the Seditiva ‘Statutes, Se 
=" Tig memorandum or letter should’ not concern iteelf with political or controversial 
‘.:. matters such as, for exaaple, the data disclosed in Special Agent re- 
“ * port te the effect that Dr. Welter A. Usier of St. Louis was giving con- Le 
| sideration to launching into political activities subsequent to June 1944 in 7°74 
connection with his Lutheran Hour radio broadcast. 


In the way of emphasis, it is stated again that the Bureau has no 
i objection to furnishing ONI information developed as to Smith's activities 
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es pe which | are , of ian: a ‘deters as to wigcect. a saab: violation of, the Sedition 
Statutes or matters of interest to Naval authorities. However, the Burean - ‘2 
“[ 1 does not feel that it is the best course to furnish outalide agencies the . . 
other data of a political nature and pertaining to publie personalities  — 
which is frequently developea during the course of this inquiry incidental . 

to ites main objective. Furthermore, developments at St, Lovis are nage etary - 
related to those elsewhere and probably should copies of reports be furnished 
to ONI at St. Louis, ONI at Detroit would feel itself therefore entitled to 
copies of reports submitted at Detroit. As indicated previously, the regular 
furnishing of reports submitted by the Detroit Office to ONI would probably 
endanger the status of ita very valuable informant and, therefore, cannot = 


considered. ae . : Z "age ae oh a 


.. The Detroit office ‘is being dnsteunted in a separate letter as to 
its proper procedure relative to furnishing summaries of pana as to ONI 
and ations G-2 at Detroit, 


re 


« 5 -~ ie + = ma a WO aie 
Very truly yours, 
- _— om we el ~ _# 
Ree John Edgar Hoover.) +. oss 
-~ 7 _ Director =~ °: =e 
me “a i ing ‘ 


“4 
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* Federal Burean of Investigation | ene 
United States Department of Justice oe ane 
Detroit — Michigan are eee 

January 28, 1944 ra | 

re aa 

; ieee aru. CE es eee 

ies cama 

ae hei. 


Director, FSI 






“f with ; 
FO Tues 


CO 
Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases; 
AMERICA FIRST PARTY; io aeee 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G; eee 
SECURITY MATTER; i tn Salata 
SEDITION. aoe 


Dear Sir: 


| 
whose-identity is 7L 
known to the Bureau, recently advised the Detroit Field Division to 
the effect that he had received information that Subject SMITH on at 
least two occasions has advised the long distance telephone operators 


that he is entitled to Priority No. 3 in making long distance telephone 47 
calls. ly 
pe i 
It is being noted further that on the two occa- a 


sions known to the Detroit office, SMITH has used this priority number 
in attempting to comminicate with United States Senator ROBERT REYNOLDS. 


No further investigation is being conducted 
relative to this particular phase of the investigation and this in- 
formation is being forwarded for the Bureau's information. (ee 
Te ee tinceenoain in eke ea aap OO Lone 
Very truly YOUrS pee et } 


SSIFIED PY SO/LE pA P 


62-1126 


ALL 


cine so SOL RSSITIED ae 

HERE fe wae woific oe 

Date 0/222 BY » 
RECORDED \ Pa 

gt , dA LEE tela hae 
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Federal Burean of Inuestigation 


United States Department of Justice 
518 Railway Exchange Building 


Denver (2) Colorado 


February 15, 1944 


Director, FBI 


QWERICA FIFST FARTY 
INTERNAL SECURITY - 
SECURITY MATTER 
SEDITION 


Rirae TF 


owvau 7 ile 62 


Dear Sir; 





Reference is made to the report of Special Agent 






pertinent reports in the case entitled 
Security Matter - G, Sedition, in which 





s office is origin, the 


Detroit Field Division, the case in this office on 


in a closed asatatus 


Saw eer ee Uw he 





DEFERI 
Very truly yours, 


ALL INFORMATION CONTANED 
F 
t 


a0 
J ASS Loe %, hk. NICHOLSON 
RERE' eo NU | 


SAC 
poe LS Ieee 
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| | ¢: 2) ~ 
nett? L- 
ce = Retroit : 
ol FEB 
, 












O 
Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, with al ases; 


St. Louis, Missouri, dated Januery 28, 1944, containing 4 lead 


Gm . 
for ris office to furnish the Detroit Field Divis th all areinent 
information concerning es 


Inasmuch as the Detroit Pield Division has received copies of 


above-mentioned lead is being disregarded. For the information ofthe 
ds presently 





Poe BUREAU OF Pra nens one 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN 7 ee? . . Slee FILE No. - 100=6013 







































REPORT MADE AT 









Saint Louis, Missouri | 21344 | 1=26/26,29; 
TITLE H 1aehb. aa 
GERAID L, K. SMITH, with aliases; | INTERNAL SECURITY = G 


DS AMERICA FIRST PARTY 


\ 1 synopsis oF FACTS: GERAID L. K. SMITH will speak in Saint Louis en 
2=lL?—4h; admission by card only. Arrangements made 
S by DONALD LOHBECK as teaporary chairman of Saint 
Louis unit. LOHBECK reclassified 1-40 and may be 
X/ inducted in a few months. GERHARDT has distribut- Fe 
ed SMITH literature at Busch-Sulser 











— Wawml omiin secret, and Vestigation to date & feil~ 
<— =n ed to reveal how MAIER hopes to benefit SMITH, 
— = > or what he hopes to contribute to the Movement. 


Ss e; MATER'S radio program-to be somewhat curtailed from 
a now until September, 1944. Indication that editor’ 
== / of German language newspaper in Saint Louie, who is 
teed dnag sympathetic to New Germany and against United States 
= S5 S= involvement in this war, thinks highly of SMITH and ~ 
PS Fz Ste Anterested in the America First Party. ie 
Anat 


oe Pe 






REFERENCE: Report of Special Agent t Louis, hie 
Miseourl, dated January 2, oo ae 


DETATIS: AT SAINT Lous, MassoUR, 


Investigation concerning the various individuals who ¢ con- 
tacted GERAID L, K. SMITH during his visit to Saint Louis on January 1, and 
Bs 19bk has been sonducted and reported in detail in the individual files 
oer information which pertains to the ae ra 











DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 







206 OCT spsiaeED ; , 
@ prem potest BO FEB 14 
ONT, Chicago (1—Saint tah)" i aS 
_3, Saint Louis , 









Saint Louis File Mo, 100-6013 


_., @nd progress of the America First, Party is being set out below: ... . 


eee -: the Municipal Auditorius, advised that [7 
the Amer as 8 ed for February 17, 1944, at 8:00 P.M, in 


Hall #1, Reservations were made by DON « LORBECK stated that this jr 


was to be & closed meeting and adaission is by invitation only. There would 
be no admission charged, is 


On February 12, 1944, it was ascertained that tickets were being 
distributed for the SMITH meeting, and that possession of a card would adait 
bearer and friends. This card shows that LOHBECK is the temporary chairman 
of the Saint Louis unit. Some of these cards were sent out by LOHBECK through 
the mails, accompanied by a letter setting forth SMITH'S Seven Point Prograa, 


re- 
/ LOBECK has recently been/claseified from his dependency status to 
1eA0 and is likely to be inducted within the next few aonthe. 


GEORGE" » Lemay, Missouri, has distributed ern crosa and Ths 

to several ‘individuals at the Busch-Sulser Diesel Coapany uhere he is 
employed. Arrangements have been completed whereby the Saint Louis Office will 
be advised concerning GEBHARDT'S activities with relation to the Aserica First 


Partye 






cy 
— 


pat 
Bo 
fe 
a 
7 ie 
2 
d 


i 


persons 
ing the America First Party . 


bie 






Persons contacted have failed to have infor- 
mation tha ie promoting the America First Party, although he apparent- 
ly has s aympathy regarding the war as he previously had, sits 


DR. WALTER A.) MATER, Director of the Lutheran Hour, has spparently 
been secretive about hia contact with GERAID L, K. SMITH, and investigation to 
date has failed to reveal what MAIER hopes to benefit through SMITH or what he 
hopes to contribute to the Movement. Effective February 20, the Lutheran Hour 
will no longer be broadcast to the Western Stations of the Mutual Broadcasting 
Company, and by September 15, 1944, in accordance with the Mutual Broadcasting 





~2e 


a 





. 


Saint Louis File Ho. 100-6013 


Company's policy, no religious programs will go on the air after 1:00 Pol. 
on Sunday afternoons, Therefore, MAIER'S program will have to be put on in 
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DEY LOP L D 
3 S FIEID DIVISION - 
At SAIBT LOUIS, MISSOUR 
* ascertain whether 






» ore siti 


was contacted by was lesa DON 


made the call, i op. Oi 
Will keep in touch with the development of this Movement in Saint 
Louis and the individuals connected with ite 


Will conduct an investigation regarding all of the individuals nen- 
tioned in previous reports in this file and correlate the information 
in the individual files of the various Subj salah 


ou 


J PHa/pk 
62-43818 - f+ A & 
2-22-44, Agseistant Attorney General Tom C. Clark 


J. & Hoover - UBired tor Federal puree: of cnvestt Sion 4S 
+ RECOLLED Wes il : ee : f o mee Jt. ssa 

© asi GERALD L. K. suiTh, with aliases; cr oes ee ee 

AMERICA FIRST PARTY = (st re mye 
DATERNAL BECURITY; SEDITION 4 


on ee Poi 
aaa a 


Pixs yinen Ful ties As Parentd on Qtlece-40-kttacued Meets opy of an addi- 
tional report submitted in this case by Special cae dated 
February i, 1944, at Saint Louis, Wissourl, 


fe) GR Fo at, spew 
x a i =, 4 i ve oa ree 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN f¢ CESUASSIFIED 
DATE ee. BYs# wire 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER ( Cc bias Mr. Tolson 











DIRECTOR Mr. E. A. Tamm_ 
Wr. Clegg 
Federal Bureau of Investigation Mr. Coffey 
United States Bepartment of Justice a Pre eae 
Washington, A. C. Mr Nichols 
. Mr. Rosen 
February 3, 1944 ; Mr, Tracy 








Mr. Acers 


mt 5:10 to 5:14 p.m. apf Mr 
























. Carson_ 
: ' Mr. Harb 
e ‘aL INFORM TE: NY ray! WE Dexoraxoum FOR MR. D. M. LADD ie aie 
a Mr. Mumferd 
anes it ve ay AG cele ai RE: GERALD L. x Cote, WAS. | ur. Satie 
ERA ~ uN LU aah eee QwvFRICA FIRST PARTY Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 
ie ie ssrilet- INTERNAL SECURITY (G), ET AL. Tele. Room 





Mr. oe 
At this tine in my office took a call from  wias Bea 
the Detroit office regza s matter and in response to his ) wins pai | Soerooe: | 
earlier request for information necessary to answer a letter from 4 ipa r- 

Secretary to 4rs. Roosevelt, dated January 31, A 


‘: ae advised that the Detroit office had checked in so far’ 
@s was possible ough informants and ascertained that there was such a letter 
issued as described in the newspaper clipping enclosed with the letter o 
and in this connection the Detroit office by letter dated January 
ad forwarded a copy of the circular fo e attention of the Bureau. 
It appears that this letter, according —— was sent out at various | 
stages during the month of January, 1944, urging the recipients thereof to 

forward petitions presumably directly to Conzress reouesti hat the 
veterans receive mustering-out pay of a thousand dollars. ad stated pie 


that there was no recuest for the petitions to be returned to 
a SA specifically advised that there is no indication that 
E Smith is formi y veterans party as such but is merely setting up something | 


















/ wt we . ha . s “ : e iY . ee Se ¥ ¥ gr" : 
: : Fe See ere wie se " i. ae Po a ee ae Dt Sees 
ae = een . tae) hye et os um. EGS et fe ‘+ Te fC “Se tan 
ca fer itt _ - “fe! lege oe ‘j Ay tS 2 aes Her) ae he Zi 
aes tare ig ¥ Bow 6 Te te A toy. ee 
if . yoo. 7m, oR as a Bit ee ee. 2 eee 
: ie . ‘ he Th i eas re. 
- . Fy 4 oe 4 : . 
F ih gs 


ti 


in the nature of a veterans committee of the America First Party, apparently 
solely for the purpose of having people direct petitions to Congress in behalf 
of increased mustering-out pay for returning veterans. 


- 
wrote, Te 
wae 4 
‘ 1 
Li 

a 


i 


agent (IB a2 advised that there has been no indication received | 
that Smith is getting any information from government sources along the line of 
the identity of returning veterans who are being mistered out. 


1 
As a matter of general interest, Cy x20 that Snith had “b 


meeting Monday, February 1, 1 whi as atte etroit 
office. 








connection with the petitions being sent out to 7% 
Ly) GuUaLe igning and requesting that Congress consider oe € pale gy, yp 
out pay for veterans. Se 2-45 is 24 VEE 
By oe espe - 


e's © <P in os 
fe . fo gS A Ax / vgs 
(ee) Say | 
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aN yee 
‘a ad t 5, Detroit February 21, bl: 
ae poe Je Edgar Hoover = Director, Federal Bureau of Investi cation | 
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"Tho wictomure Se Aatigtee was not’ recelved with yor Letter and it is 
accordingly desired that you frmodiately furnish copies of the desaribed raterial 
to the Buresu. You should further indicate whether, as it would appear, the 


enclosure was om bead a craked 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


THIS CASE ORIGINATEDAT DETROIT, MICHIGAN ST. P mux no. 100-156 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 


ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 2/25/\h 2/21 ,22 23 /ldy die RS 


, stk , 7 : INTENKAL SEC - ‘ 
QeeERICA FIRST PARTY } | SEDITION 


= i ; 
SYNOPSIS @F FAgTs: Speech made by SMITH at Minneapolis, Minnesota, 2/22/kh, ° 
before approximately 900 persons, followed same theme as 
speeches previously reported by this office. Bitter attacke 
made egainst present administration, bureaucracy, International- 
ism, Communism, WILLKIE Senate Resolution #666 (labor draft) 

and that fell Street controls Minneapolis newspapers. . 

SMITH stated that if General MacARTHUR had obtsined 1/2 as 

much supplies as Russia, he would have wiped the Japs off of 

the map by now. Expounded on rumors that there is movement 

by Democrats and Republicans in Yashington conspiring to call 
off 1944 elections and thet the New Lealers ere attempting to 
steal the soldiers' vote by use of blank ballots. SMITE 

stated intention of holding Tri-State Rally of America 

Firsters in Minneapolis latter part of April, 1Q,, with 

CHARLES A. LINDBERSH as a speaker. Letters of protest 


sent note] management my CIO and A-F. of L. ete nen re ae aas “TNED 


. _ \SSIFIED 
ke: “EL ~ an i: pong. cyOWn 


rom netroit Field Division dated > PBENIISE (pr: 
7 


5S 





AND FIELD OFFI 


= RUC - 


aah tet a) 
‘ * 


DkoE sory tf 
DETAILS: AT MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA: Te ET RT 


SMITH spoke on February 22, 195i); at the Leamington Hotel, 
Winneapolis, Minnesota to a closed America First meeting, 
admission by invitation only. The meeting was attended by 
approximately 900 persons and sponsored by Mrs. ERNEST . — 
EUNDEER , widow of the late Senator ERNEST LUNDEEN ‘of Minnesota. 


' §MITH's speech followed very closely the sane theme as ‘speeches 


a Srecu. Aeant 
Bey: IN CHARGE DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


2050cr 1.8 ro 


C5--sureau 
2--Letroit 
2-~Ste Paul 


et 





ae 4g babecuer sey, = ent Internationalieme “ge a ae ee 


ca 


. Ste P F001 56 a a a ame “i. ee ee eee — 


. pat sind 
’ oe ee ets ' ' te Ceag oe . 
oe 


eresiousiy Sooreed by this ‘office. SMITH cecda Darangued the Kew Deal, 
‘the wieeting. was ‘geheduiea on the ee sent ‘to various Geabark of | 
the America First Party which letters were noted by the postmark to have oe 
originated from Post Office Box 459, Detroit, Michigan. It was noted that 
at approximately 7340 P.M., the pain, ballroom of the Leamington Hotel was 
filled to capacity. At approximately 7245 P.M. after the phonograph re- 
cording of one religious song, Mrs. ERNEST LUNDBEN, formerly wife of Senator 
LUXDEEN from Minnesota, rose on the platform and introduced subject to the 
audience. 


SVITH advised the enthusiastic audience that he had hoped that the America’ 
Firsters would some day see the return of ROOSEVELT from public life inas- 
-much as everyone was sick and tired of the whole "caboodle” and when that — - 
becomes a reality he had hoped to see WILLKIE sent to Moscow and WALLACE 

to China. SMITH then told the America Firsters that the real issues to the 
voters of the United States and to all real Americans were threes (1) plot - 
to call off the elections; (2) plot to steal the soldiers' vote and (3) 
preservation of our national sovereignty. 


At this point Roverone seRSTEOK was introduced by SMITH and led the crowd 
ina snort prayer. SMITH again arose to the platform and advised that his 
speech would consist of two parts. The first part could be considered as 
good news and the second part could be called emergency hour issues. S¥ITH 
‘stated that he doesn't want to hxve anything to do which smells, looks or 
talks like WENDELL WILLKI£ who is in the same crowd which runs the United 
States government and he set out capitalists, Hollywood and the whiskey 
truste With regard to WILLKIE's possible chancea of ever gidenpema & place 
in public life, he stated that WILLEIE as a neopkes Boke: 


‘In regard to the political iagase pet forth in the newepa pers ‘apa anoapalie, 
SMITH stated that all the newspapers in Minneapolis are run by Wall Street and 
’ that JOHN COWLES, who is the head of the Minneapolis Times Tribune, was a 


-,. “bretherein-law of THOMAS LA MONTE, who fe the chief of Collier's Magazines - - | 


Per oe meetings. 





. He then oe ners the nensye ber to print hat yas being said. at ee Bee 


A Sah ase a 40 - ek = a ae 2 : . : oa ‘ 
=, BS ’ . 4 le ” 8 Mee eo an ae 2 2 Soe eek pace rage baeiahd 


. In aa. to crusade Sesiine. he stated to the audience that it was papported 
"  _by contributions like those in the very audience before which he was speaking - 
inasmuch as the America First movement was a people's campaigne SMITH then 
read from an article written by RAY TUCKER of Washington, D. C., dated 
Kovember 15, 1943, regarding himself, which stated that SMITH had been 
completely against ROOSEVELT and his New Deal and that S'ITH was responsible 
for the Anti-New veal landslide in the last elections. SiITH then stated that 
with this assertion made by TUCKER in his article that America was to cone 
back into the hands of Americans in the futuree 


- opp NTIAL 


i ee 2 > ae : RRS - : : : tes : -- FO eee on 


St. P eee | | no 
He ‘then stated that an wrtiaie was being wetter seane him which woul .: 
published in Collier's weekly magazine during the week of February 20, JB» | 

“which article upon distribution to the millions of subscribers would amount: 
to many tons of the precious paper which is so hard to obtain in these war . 
aays. He stated that if the newspaper was willing to use that much paper, - 
he, SMITH, must be worth something. - 


SMITH then harangued WALTER “LIPSHITZ" WINCHELL, whom he compared with WENDELL 
WILLKIE as being in the same category. Upon listening to the radio on 
February 21, 1Q44, he happened to hear the Governor of Vermont by the name of 
WILLIAM WILLS who was pro-wWILLKIE and who had mentioned that the first thing 
the United States people shoulé do was to rid themselves of the ®black locusts" 
and that WILLS had mentioned Colonel ROBERT McCORMICK, publisher of the. 
Chicago Tribune, ALFRED LANDON, SMITH and two others. SMITH stated that he 
felt good to be named one of the five of the best opponents of WENDELL WILLKIE. 


SMITH tnen Gevoted a great part of his talk tc attacking the American aid to 
Russia, saying that "if we could take 1/2 of what we have given to Russie and 
sent it to MacARTHUR, the Japs would be wiped off of the map by now and our 
boys would soon be home from the South Pacific war area." He then stated that 
"twiddle dee” WILLKIE and "twiddle dee dum” ROOSEVELT had been responsible 

for this matter. 

A bitter statement was then made against Senator JOSEPH H. BALL of Minnesota, 
whom he called an internstionalist and a member of the newspaper trust. SMITH 
then trounced upon the "boondoggling"™ spending which he stated had been exposed 
by United States Senator HUGH A. BUTLER of Nebraska; that we had obligated 
ourselves in the amount of six billion dollars on foolish spending in South 
America, which money he stated would have been of more good were it to have 
been spent on the battle fronts. 


With regard toe the bad news emergency issues, SMITH stated that one of them 

was the present Austin-Wadeworth bill relating to the drafting of men and . 
‘ women which was Senate Reeolution #666. He urged all those present to write  ° 
= letters to their Senators and Representatives in Congress urging the downfall 
»*-' of this proposal. . ys ss ee hoe. S Bie ot 


From a Boston newspaper article, SMITH stated he had seen information to the 
effect that there was a movement on foot of Democrats and Republicans in 
Weshington who were working for no election in 19. This he stated, if it 
could come about, was contrary to the constitution of the United States 

and insisted that if there would be any move in that direction through 
aaoption of an amenament to the constitution concerning this taking form in 
Congress, the America Firsters would rise up and defeat it. If such a thing 
coula ever come to pass, it would automatically freeze everyone in office 
eno please the old-time New Dealers to no end. He then advised that there 
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: ween) t enough time before iovenber, 194, to bring about « sonstitutional® 
-amenament which would have to de ratified. by the states Petore becoming 
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In Washington, today, SMITH menticded that there was a Banani eeey von Poet 

by the New Dealers to steal the soldiers’ vote who were fighting on the 

war fronts of the world and thet ROOSEVELT was attempting to send them blank 
ballots. It also has been kmown to him that the Office of War Information 
had refused to put BRICKER's name on the ballot. The idea of calling off 

the election is no more phenomenal than the idea of a ROOSEVELT fourth term. 
ROOSEVELT has been given publicity when Testaments are sent to our soldiers 
inasmuch as uncerneath the cover of each Bible is a letter from ROOSEVELT 
which they must read before they get the chance of reading what Jesus and. 
the prophets said. This form of thievery is a conspiracy to steal the forth- 
coming election. 

The subject spoke of the mustering out pey program which has been backed 

by the American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars, himself, cut had not been 
backed by the aaministretion. S;ITH then quoted an inciaent which has recently 
been printed in the Congressional Record régarding an armless soldier who 

had to have his paycheck placed in his-~pockets by another soldier which pay- 
check was then used in transporting him to his home, and when this soldier 
arrived home he had no money to UT VDE his subsistence, 3 

SMITH then eulogized J. “EDWARD JONES , who was’ author of cite book entitled 
*and 8o They Indicted Me® which persm had been previously persecuted by 

the buresucrats and had even been approached by the secretary of ELEANOR 
ROOSEVELT with the proposition that everything would be dropped aa the charges 
of tne OPA officials if he peas to the pecneeery the gum of $40,000 : 


SyI'TH wavigen that the binsrice First Party had avelied ‘for the vinheeseis 
Yunicipal Auditorium for a late date in April of this year where would be 
held @ Tri-State Rally with possibly CHARLES Miata ase spares ic 


ae 
“ 
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SMITH then introduced Reverend CARL O,MSTADSLEY of Wuneapolis; “who wa 


~~: noted to have arrived at the meeting Tate because of apreviously cies: 





engagement. SMITH then defended STADSLEV for being put off the Radio Station 
WDGY because of a Mr. WHITE's statement that he had to satiefy his chief 
advertisers who SMITH thought there should be added to this word also Bureau- 
crata. SI‘ITH then named the stores which Mr. WHITE was said to have mentioned 
and it was suggested by SMITH that these store managements be contacted by 

the America First group to see whether such a request had been made of lr. 
WnITE, who is maneger of Radio Station “%DSY in Mirneapolis, Minnesote. 


SMITH suggested a committee be appointed to go to washington and call on 
the Federal Communications Commission and also call on the Interstate Commerce 
Commission where BURTON K. iHEELER wes Chairman, and he felt tnat with WHE:LER 
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as shaivman of the latter group, some good would be done ‘for Reverend 
:, _STADSLEVe SMITH then poanen tod everyone to peneunone. sh. % . 
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SMITH schttoned that he has had much trouble in Vinneapolis and eleownere - ze 
finding a hall in which the naked and unvarnished truth could be given to 
the people. He then stated that he had sent telegrams.to ROBERT ©. HANNEGAN, -- 
National Democratic chairman, who was speaking the same night at the Radisson 
iotel in Minneapolis, Minnesota, as well as a telegram sent to Ue 8. Senator 
JOSEPH H. BALL, who was speaking at the Hotel Nicollet in the same town, as 
well as to Governor THYE announcing his intention to call a Tri-State Rally 

of the America Firsters in April at Minneapolis and stating “Do you favor my 
being allowed free speech and the use of public halls even though I might 
express Opinions in disagreement with yours?*® SKITH then stated that he 

would await replies to these telegrams. aan 


- & 


’ 
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He then ended his speech with the familiar armed Teired outery to his 
audience "THIS IS A CRUSADE, VICTORY IS IN THE AIR*. 


"SKITH then introduced his wife who he mentioned as that good looking lady 
in tne back with tne pink hat on her head, but she wasn't "pink". 


S¥ITd then turned the pletform over to Mrs. pe cee of Chicago who 

had been with her American engineer husband for four years in the heart of 
Kussia. Mrs. RICHARD, it was noted, was dressed in wnat she said was the 
native garb of a Russian peasant. She stated that inasmuch 8s the garbs 

were so similar amorg the peasants was because that was the only type of - 
materiels that conld be bought in Russia and so one had to wear what ee 
could obtain. Mrs. RICHARD then made mention of the difficult life in 

Russia unless you were a member of the Communist Party. She advised that 
there was no religious tolerance in Russia; that during peacetime the Russian 
peasant was a sad sight, but now during wartime the Soviets were supposed to 
be promising the peasants a greater voice in the government by the establish- 
ment of some peasant. Democratic states which would revert back to ene one 
eer at the end of the present sila haas gd a & OG iy Saks &s.e 


The views of Mrs. RICHARD were Getated “with Mith-Conaitet thoights ree 

she allowed to leave vent te various points of her talk. At the end ofthe * 
_speech by Yrs. RICHARD, which was approximately 1/2 hour long, Mr. SKITH a 
“then arose on the platform and requested contributions to the America First 

_ Party, which contributions were taken up by the ushers in peskove mich seoned 
to be well filled. f TT ofS ¢ 


From observation of the Reporting Agent, it was noted that the meeting was 
orderly, and it was attended by a majority of persons in the older age bracket, 


most of whom were womene 


Clippinzs taken from the Kinneapnolis hiorning Tribune and the Minneapoiis Times 
of February 25, 1444 mention the protests of the Hennepin County CIO Council 
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- against the use of the Leamington Hotel by SMITH for his America First 6 ...«.: - 
meeting. The mame of ARTHUR T. GUSTAFSON, President of the CIO Council 

who was said to have signed a letter of protest was mentioned in one. ee 
, artiole. A clipping teken from the 6t. Paul Pioneer Press of. February 23, 

1944 mentioned SKITH as thinking that WENDELL WILLKIE is a "dead duck" and 
wasn't too sure that FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT would consent to run for a fourth | - 
term and expressed alarm at this meeting as to whether there would, be ‘ 
presidential election at all next Fall. a a 

The following 1ateratur WAS “obtained by the apenas ieont at the mecbines 

1 magazine entitled "Th ross and the Flag", Volume 2, 257, founded by 
GERALD Le KOSMITH; 1 copy of PPetition to Congress in Behalf of War Veterans, 
Veteran's Petition Comnittee, P. 0. Box 459, Detroit, Michigan; a reprinted 
article from the New York Journal-American Editorial Page dated Thursday, 
August 12, 1913 entitledA Russia's Aims Revealed" with the distributor being 
named as the American Viomen Against Communism, 52 Vanderbilt Avenue, Room 81,, 
New York, Wew York. Enolosed with this latter article was another article 
entitled Pu. 8S. Must Bow to Stalin, Communists here Warn", which article was 

a reprint from the New York Journal-American, under date of October 3, 1943. 
The above material is being retained in the exhibit envelope of instant 

file in the St. Paul Field Division. 


ee -: the Leamington Hotel, Minneapolis, Minnesota, pre 
vise © Reporting Agent that SMITH had stayed in Room #301 on the evening b7 
of February 2e, 1 » and had chaycked out early the next morning, his destination 
being unknown. stated that\ie has received a letter of protest from the 
Local Joint Execu Boara of the. fotel & Restaurant Employees Toternational 
Alliance Bartenders League of America, “Ae Fe of bes pro esting the appearance 


NSES at the Leamington Hotel, This letter was signed \by ALY RED JeNEUMANN, 
o 






esident of the Local Joint Executive Board, RAYMON]} WRIGAT, Business Agent 
ocal #665 and THURE ByBERG, Business Representative offLocal #)58. also 
a letter had been received from theMfiennepin County Industrial. Union Cauncil | 
of the CIO signed by ARTHUR TAGUSTAFSON protesting the use of the hotel to . 
GERALD f. K. SMITH and his so-called Amerioa First Party. | Both of these 
_ letters were turned over to the each heorY and are: ones retained in the | 








JAT Hany 


BEN cial HAL 













3 St. P $100-+4156 F we oF t eee : 4% 
* | b : 
7° On February 22,° 1944, Internal Seourity Division ¥inneapo g ; 
~ Police Department, Minneapolis, Minnesota, advised that LI 
ID iecep01i Funicipal Auditorium had been approached TSe 
and GERALD L. K. SMITH on that date and had requested use 
of the Minneapolis Municipal Auditorium on April 20, 19h). stated 
that he would have to have the approval from the Auditori lttee of 
the Minneapolis City Council before he could give Mre. LUNDEEN or Mr. 
SMITH the final approval for that meeting dates 
eh w----REFBRRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OFORIGIN=---= , Mine 2 
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GERALD L. Ke SUTTH; TMF AYTRICA FIRST PARTY; 
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i For your furthor ‘tnformation in connection with 3 your Genii Gacatiion: . 
.  @f this case, there is attached hereto a copy of an additional report subi tted 
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Poccestccelue le ST. LOUIS, MO. CHestnut 9! 
The Bookshop S06 HW. Rupiia (8) 


February 26th, 1944 


Mr. G. B. Morris, Special agent in Charge 
Federal Bureau of Investization 

423 United States Customs House Bldg. 

St. Louis, Mo. 


Dear Sirs 


4s a group of citizens and workers interested in the speedy and 
vigtorious qanclusion of tre war, we question the activities of 
Gerald L. K.“Smith. | OND its ies 


We are amated that the question of his speaking in St, Louis is the Fase 
major consideration rather than the question of his allegiance to 
the United States. Hie resarks and activities over a period of years 

appear to us as citizens as constituting grounds for investigation. 





nm a ee oe, es 
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We urge you to take this matter under imuediate consideration in order 
to prevent Gerald L. K. Smith from gaining further acceptance in 
the United States. 









Yours very truly, 
TaL SERVICE EMPLOYEES UY Iom 
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JF at WM 
623818 —~K 5 S/ 
SAC, Saint Louis ° | March 6, 194 


Rr, 
““DBy J. Edgar Hoover ~ Director, Federal Buresn of Investigation 


GERALD L. Ke SIITiIy THE ATTICA FIRST PARTY; 


. | yen by of the Social Service Exuployees Union, Saint 
Los, Wis r above-captioned individual. A copy of this 


letter was designated for the Burew and for your ready reference, adiitional 
cories of the letter are attached hereto, i ee ar 


The Bureau is not acknowledging this lstter, but you should make an 
appropriate formal acknowledgment of the original pormmnication addressed to you 
In the event the letter has not already been acknowledged, 4t fs suggested that 
you merely thank the writer for her interest and courtesy in comamicating with 


ye 


eed ee ec 





ALL INFORMATION COVTAINE 
HEREIN I GNCLASSIEIE 
DATE 10 fox BY 0-Feuc 


fe 











. : oe 24 tM 
a ee 
pian pe 7 oe : % ag ¥ ry at 
. % 7 j . 
wei Paes ana ‘ Po 
A. Tn me =e € +o, 
Pa . 
¥. bis, i+ ‘ 
* ve Ve dige i 
wichdIa——- AS Goooss. 
—F my, tI 
Acers ; ~ §£ , ! 
ee ak aed 
_— fis 
Quinn Taam 
a ws ea ~ q 








cs .. 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


THis case ornicinatepat DETROIT, MICHIGAN SL murno. 100-6013 


REPORT MADE AT- = 8 8}8 «- : s DATE WHEN MADE ich ane REPORT MADE BY 
| Saint Louis, Missouri Eee 2/Llpn19; 

LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, with aliee; a ee 

* Qoontca rinst party | | Serta. 


ee a ee oe 








nr 


{ SYNopsisorracrs: SMITH and wife were in Saint Louis, 2/17~19/44, to contime 
organising the America First Party and to give speech on 
2/17/k4. Admission by card only, Attendance was between 
600 and 700 people, SMITH in his speech suggests LINDBERGH 
for President, attacks President ROOSEVELT and his cohorts, 
and also attacks the British. He appeals to the Republicans 
to furnish a candidate other than WILLKIE, and offers the 
support of his followers to the Republican Party if they do _ 
66, There is nothing flagrantly seditious in the speech. 
Audience made up of old people, and quite a few Germans, 
Also in attendance was editor of the German language newe- 
paper who has in past been pro-Nasi, Veterans groups and 
C st Party have protested against the use of the Muni 
cipal \irditoriun, however, there were no disturbances, 
DO is the organiser in Saint Louis, and SMITH 
is thinking of having him organize in Kans City, Missouri, 
SMITH confers with all persons previously contacted in Saint 
Louis in January, 1944, except DR. WALTER A TER, who, how 
ever, had his priyate secretary at the speeeh, SMITH con 
tacted former ers of the America First Committee who 
pear anxious td ranew their work and back SMITH. 
contacte FRANC OOR, head of the Social Justice Club in 
Saint Louie which presently has 
large mailing list. REMBERT G 
{se former Methodist preacher and au 
tion book who gets Subject SMITH interested in this book, 
There is indication that McCULLOUGH, reporter for "Saint louls 
Post Diepatch*® and former America First Committes meaber, who 
Jy; A has written articles riding SMITH, has told SMITH of investi- 
7 \ * 4! Es Nlow by ON, and is acting as source of information on local 
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Saint Louis File No. 100-6013 
Synopsis of Facts (cont.): 


matters for SMITH. Plans made for Midwest Conference and 
Rally of America First Party in Saint Louis tentatively — 
3/30/ the | oe 


’ - * . S . Ps 
fe | Ge 


Sa ae 
Report of Special cont Saint Louis, 
| Missouri, dated February 12, 19 Sg Be eg 
Detaiis: I. Preliminaries to SMITH'S Speech _ | 
Scheduled February 17, TOU 


On February 12, 1944, the distribution of the admission cards for 

the GERALD L, K. SMITH speech for February 17, 1944, had begun. Many of these 

letters were sent out by DONALD LOHBECK in first—class mail, and the envelopes 

were marked "urgent." Two tickets were usually sent to each individual, along 

with a handbill bearing SMITH'S picture, and a letter on the stationery of the 

Anerica First Party and signed by the Saint Louis Committee—DON LOHBECK, Tex 

porary Chairman. The place of the meeting waa the Municipal Auditorium, Assem 
bly Hall No, 1, Saint Louis, Missouri. Copies of this material are being for- 

warded to the Detroit Field Division, 


_ The admiseion cards were necessary for attendance at this meeting, 
and permitted the bearer of the card and whoever accompanied him to come into 
the meeting. Immediately the Americanism committees of various veteran groupe 
in Saint Louis protested the permission which was granted to SMITH to use the 
Municd Auditorium, and th aint Louis Star " gave prominent display 
to thes tests. The other two newspapers, thdZSaint Louis Post Dispatch* 
and thePSaint Louis Globe Democrat,®* carried small editorials and notices, but 
they did not give it prominent display. The Municipal Auditorium Commission, 
however, permitted SMITH the use of\the assembly hall, A 


5 ae At the Twentieth Anniver the "Daily Worker® at the Municipal 
Auditorium on February 13, 1944, B SENTNER, Business Agent, Electrical Work- 
ers, a member of the War Labor Board, and a member of the State Committee of 
the Commnist Party, called SMITH a “little rodent.* In his talk he said that 
SMITH should not be permitted to talk and explained how in 1937 to 1939, the 
various veterans groups and C,I.0. hed forced the German-American Bund to dis= 
band (this is true). NER brought out that the mailing list for SMITH was 
the same as that of th rica First Comittee, and that this was no coinci- 
II. Activities of GERAID L cOserri in Saint 
Louis on February 17, 1944 


The following information concerning SMITH'S activities while in Ste 
Louis, Missouri, was received through various confidential sources: 


wo 2e- 











Saint Louis File No, 100-6013 
SMITH and his wife arrived at the Hotel Statler, Saint Louis, Mis- 


_ @0UFi, at about 10:45 AM on the morning of February 17, 1944, apparent as 
ing come froa Detroit, : ~ oie dec ; 


man of the America First Committee in Saint Louig. LOHBECK and SMITH discuss- 
ed the possibility that there will be trouble at the meeting, and are of the | 
opinion that the protest is the work of the Vews, 


Newspaper men were awaiting him, as was also DONALD I 






i 


Shortly after 11:00 AM, MR. EVERETT Of the Nstar Times", their photo- 


grapher, MR. MONTAGUE, and MR. DAUGHERTY of the \s@lobe Democrat" intervies 
« SMITH tells the newamen that his itiner will be as follows:; A leader. 


ship meeting on February 20 in Chicago, and then meetings in Minneapolis on Feb- 
ruary 22, Detroit on February 26, and Cleveland on February 29, Pittsburgh on 
Merch 1, Philadelphia on March 2, and then into Washington, D, C. for confer- 
ences on March &. He advised that this is the first leg of a nation-wide tour. 
In Washington, D. C., he will confer with various senators and congressmen, ih- 
cluding HOFFMAN and REYNOLDS, and he will also appear before the Military Af- 
fairs Committee to testify against the National Service Act. 


Pertinent remarks which SMITH made to the reporters are listed as 
follows: 


"We want a real Republican for a candidate in 1944; a real 


Nationaliat wa van minnort.8 


wee Se wi We © 
"Nationaliam is the preservation of our national soverignty 
and the keeping of our government in Washington," 
“ROOSEVELT is playing the bankrupt nations for world power 
just like he played bankrupt states and cities for 
national power, I wouldn't be surprised to see WILLKIE 
as the Vice-President with ROOSEVELT, and then ROOSEVELT | 
resign to become President of the world with WILLKIE be~ | 
coming President of the United States," 
SMITH blamed the President for the United States entry ir 
declaring "we should have been building a two-ocean Navy, and then 
not have been any Pearl Harbor.® =. 2 : 


. : sts * 
t 7 : mos 7 . r . 
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a SMITH defended his patriotism against the attacks of the veterans 
groups in Saint Louis, saying that he did not think that those fellows represent— 
ed the Legion as a whole but only represented themselves and possibly the Jewish 
War Veterans, He said that he would be perfectly willing for his patriotiam to 
be judged by HERMAN LWHR, head of the Americanion Committee of the Michigan Ameri- 
HOMER CHALLEAUX, National Americanism Chairman of the American 


eon Tection. and 
Wet OF Bye wes a 
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The "Star Times" said "the only think SMITH refused to criticize or 
laud during the lengthy interview was the war effort because ‘I am not a mi rivery 
toe’ LRP TF | 
Why & 


expert and thet would not be patriotic and might give comfort to the en 


= 3 





Saint Louis File No, 100-6013 


f 


During the interview with newamen, SMITH criticised ROOSEVELT and 
WILLKIE along the same lines as he has always done. wee 


ae 





While the “Star Times and “Globe Democrat® re 
ewing SMITH, McCULLOUGH of the Wfost Dispatch*® came in CCULLOUGH appear~ 
ed ‘wery friendly with SMITH took the liberty of intérrupting the other 
news men in their interviews. McCULLOUGH told SMITH that a reporter, 
JULIV, YMAN, at the “Post Dispatch,® who is a Communist, thought it out— 
rageous that SMITH would be permitted to speak. 7. ; 


Some of the side remarks that McCULLOUGH made indicates that he, 
- too, is anti-Senitic, . 
SMITH was asked what he thought about the causes of the war, and he 
answered that the cause was the attack by the Japanese upon Pearl Harbor, but 
that if ROOSEVELT had not spent so mich money boondoggling instead of spend— 
ing it on armaments, we would have had a big army and navy to protect ourselves 
instead of a political machine. SMITH was aleo asked what should be done with 
HITLER, and he advieed that he could not say. He believed that this matter was 
in the hands of the Commander and Chief and his military aids, and that he would 
leave it up to those persons. He claimed to have confidence enough in the 
chiefs of our army and navy, and as a side light commented that he wished that 
the Commander and Chief were someone other than ROOSEVELT, as he naturally did 
not have any confidence in him, The question was asked, "Would you ask for a 
trial?" SMITH put off this question by saying that he would trust the military 
mon in whatever action they took, EVERETT of the "Star Times" who was conduct— 
ing this inquiry asked what SMITH thought of HITLER'S responsibility for the 
war. He answered saying that there was no limit to what power-mad men like 
STALIN and HITLER will do. He said "this war is not an issue—no war can be an 
issue after it begins; from then on criticiem is directed to the conduct of the 
war and postwar plans." EVERETT asked what postwar plans SMITH had in mind, 
and was referred to the first issue of "The Cross and the Flag" which contains 
an article entitled “Victory—A definition,” | . 


oe on. SMITH advocated a rebirth of Nationaliam and claimed there is a dif- 
ference between GEORGE WASHINGTON'S type of Nationalism and HITLER'S type. He 
claims that by Nationalism it is not meant provincial Isolationian. At this 
point something came up whereby McCULLOUGH, the “Post Reporter,* said he had 
been a mefber of the America First Comittee, 
-. SWERETT asked SMITH about his membership in the Silver Shirts, and 
SMITH advised that had been sent an honorary membership card but had never been 
affiliated with that organization. He advised that one of the reasons he falt 
resentment toward the B'Nai Brith is because that organization bought PELLEY'S 
files from him some years ago when PELLEY needed money and then published a let- 
ter showing that SMITH held a membership card, but they have not published the 
letter which SMITH wrote repudiating his membership and returning his cards 


@/khea 








Saint Louis File No. 100-6013 


SMITH learned that the B'Nai Brith had a copy of his letter from GEORGE 
SOKOLSKY, & newspaper commentator, SMITH advised that the reference to him- 
self in the book, “Undercover,* relative to his marching through Saint Louis 
with Storm Troopers of the SilverShirt organization was a “forgery,* 


At this point Mei GH-+tells SMITH that he received a letter froa 
HARRY ROSENTHAL about HAR (SMITH'S associate in Denver). McCUL- 
LOUGH also indicates that Te is anti-WILLKIE,. SMITH attacks ROOSEVELT and 
the New Deal for having taken the people's rights away through the rationing 
system and thus depriving them of their "day in court.# 


EVERETT, who has finished his interview, was calling in his story 
on the telephone in another room of SMITH'S suite, and then SMITH told hin to 
include in his “smear story" the fact that his son is in the army and station- 
ed in India. Although his son has had six years of military training, he is 
not an officer but his classmates are, He feels that because his father is 
the “terrible GERALD L. K. SMITH" he is just a soldier and is leading a mle 
in India. aoe Ge | 


At this point McCULLOUGH and SMITH were in the room alone and were 


ancaging in a rothar anft normaryvaention. ard Maiti oficy anita anmathing ahant. 


SAIS OB Bie, oe SE FEI ows, Vv wwsist wi PAV hwy eS FEW SAP GPE We, Oe 


an investigation and mentions "the head of the ONI,* The details of this con- 
versation could not be heard, however, inasmuch as McCULLOUGH indicated that 
he was serving as a source of information for SMITH, it is possible that he 
may have been furniahing SMITH with some inside information or some background 
info ion, SMITH asked McCULLOUGH to get him some background information 
on IG, one of the veterans who was protesting his meeting, and McCUL- 


" LOUGH “subsequently did furnish information to SMITH which permitted SMITH to 


attack EMIG. a ove 


McCULLOUGH, however, did mention that he was not going to write a 
long article for SMITH, and in that way give him more publicity, SMITH ask- 


ed Mc GH if he thought that word had gotten around to his followers 
(m erica Firsters), and McCULLOUGH answered “Yes, they've heard about 
it.® | | Te Si ; 


McCULLOUGH told SMITH about a reporter by the name of HEPNER of the 
®Post Dispatch" who was going to cover the meeting for the New Republic. LOH- 
BECK inquired of McCULLOUGH whether MRS, RUELL (phonetic), Assistant Editor 
of the "Post Dispatch,* had gotten a ticket, eee ae 


This conference with the newspaper men lasted until about 1:00 PM, 


at which time EVERETT of the "Star Times" told SMITH that he had had orders 


to stay close to him all day, whereupon SWITH answered "I am accustomed to be~ 
{ng watched." EVERETT remained, and SMITH started telling him how he has been 
smeared in the past, and how when the true facts were known, it was found that 
the criticism against him was unjustified. He cited an example in Cleveland, 
Ohio, where he had been barred from using the auditorium, and when he present- 
ed his side, the Municipal Auditorium was all for hime 
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SMITH told EVERETT of the efforts of the Communi sts and Commni st 





Jens to intimidate people, and also the efforts of the stration to sub- 
ject its opponents to investigations, d these t , however, have 
-not intisi dated ew people such as culghorna HAMTLTOW ISH, ROBERT 
, BBINOLDS, 2 and himself. sy ee ; cee 

e a 


i ee nme 


SMITH advined that he was not a ‘menber ofthe be ‘America First ‘pom 
_mittee, because at that time he was Chairman of théonnittee of One aciTioa: 
but as they had the same ideas about things, they would work together, 


SMITH feels that he has many friends, as he is a friend of everyone 
who ds against ROOSEVELT, 


The "Star Times" reporter left at about 2:00 Pa, 
Faeries 


. SMITH then engaged in a long-distance telephone conversation with 
his office (possibly his secretary, BERNARD )» Apparently MRS. LUN- 
DEEN was leaving Detroit for Chica eaid that she could make 
arrangements for her trip through at the Statler Hotel in Detroite 

»., MRS. LWNDEEN apparently v was to bring SMITH'S personal attention mail with her 
pee Gae nee yee ee ao OPC 


Pp eew 2 tinea 


In a conversation between LOHBECK and SMITH, SMITH states that he 
feels as though the "Star Times" reporter has been softened, and that the man 
was doing something repulsive ageinst his inner self in covering this assign- 
ment, and that he just mouthed the words that the Jews put in his mouth, and 
that the Jews could never face him in the open, He also mentioned that McCUL- 
LOUGH was 8 paradoxial fellow and felt that McCULLOUGH in writing the articles 
which are more or less against era is doing these nee? but actually knows 
better. eA OR 7 ° 


Before K leaves, SMITH asked about his Sele. ive Service stat- 
us, and LOHBECK stated that he is 1-AO. As SMITH and LOHBECK\ leave the roon, 
they run into R (phonetic), a friend of JOSEPH HANK » 
is one of the individuals who helped put on a aenere the wealt is pmerins for 
SMTTH in 1935¢ : 


os About 2:50 PM, MB. and MRS, SMITH return to oe ron th BO 
- %a s GILMAN SMITH, who was formerly a Methodist preacher, and was founder in‘19 : 
; of the Oklahoma League against Communisg, Naziism, and Fascilem, His permanent 
address is Box 2123, Tulsa, Oklahoma, He has written an anti-administration -- 





book which he is trying to s The book is printed by the J. W, Burke Com > 
peny of Macon, Georgia, Abou fifteen years ago he wrote another book "Com- 
muniar. over Mothodism.* R. G, says that he sold 200 copies of his book 


to a man in Oklahoma City, and Subject SMITH shows interest in this publica- 
tion, asking if enough paper can be obtained to keep on publishing the books 


At about 3:00 PM, ROBERT MUELLER comes in, Subject SMITH is inter- 
ested in getting copies of R, G. SMITH'S book for his friends and he will 
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be furnished them by R. G. SMITH at $1.50 apiece, R. G. SMITH explains that 
there is enough material in the Book for twenty-five speeches against the New 
Deal, Mention is made that a reporter is sitting out in the hall, and as 
MUELLER gets ready to leave, SMITH tells him that should the "Star Time 

Ee question him, he should just say that he is an old acquaintance, boas 


At about 3:15 Pl there is an incoming telephone call from GEORGE 
, VGEBHARDT who will not be able to call personally on SMITH but will see hia 
~ at the meeting tonight. GEBHARDT must have asked some question about the 
Quakers, and SMITH said that they were Pacifists, and mentions that he, how 
ever, is a Nationalist, 
Subject SMITH and R. G. SMITH decide that the best sentence that 
could describe his book is "A study in the betrayal of our constitution,® 


R. G, SMITH mentions a fellow named WEBER, possibly a Baptist preach— 
er in Oklahoma, known as the "Radio Minister of the Southwest." R. G, SMITH 
claims that WEBER is a follower of his, and Subject SMITH recalls that WEHER 
has bought his stuff in wholesale lots of more than 200 copies, 


R. G. SMITH claims that he has lived almost all his life in Georgia, 
is sixty-six years old, and has been fighting Commnism for a long time. He 
and Subject SMITH discuss Commniam and the evils which have beset our country, 
and the break—down of religion in the United States. They decide that all the 
trouble in this country is due to the break-down of the faith in Christe Th 
also mention the tie-in between the Communists and the Jews, and both claim 
that they are not anti-Semitic. 


R. G. SMITH mt ty to get to Chicago Sunday to hear GERALD L, K. 
SMITH, who recommends EAREVSOUTHARD to him and gives him his personal card. 


GERALD L. K. SMITH thinks that the Northern Methodists are nearly as 

obnoxious as the Communists, :. ” a ek ae 
GERALD L. K, SMITH arranges to buy thirteen of R. G. SMITH'S books 

for $25,00 and promises him a check, however, R. G. SMITH is hard up for money 


and gets cash on the spot. Subject SMITH wants to send these books out to a 
select group and wante all of his key men to have a copy of iHe- 


R. G. SMITH is in Saint Louls apparently trying to promote the sale 
of his book and also is circulating a form letter among lanyers which ie direct~- 
ed to FELIX FRANKFURTER of the Supreme Court requesting his resignation, He 
has also spoken to DEAN SWEET and Bishop SCARLETT of Saint Louis and considers 
them both Reds. He has aleo seen Professor GRAEBNER at Concordia Seminary « 
Subject SMITH recommends that R, G. SMITH go out to see DR. WALTER A. MAIER and 


gives him his personal card of {ntroduct ion. 
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- Ry _Gs-SMITH has @ eon who is an Ensign and who is a graduate fron 
the Coast Guard Academy, oe - so 


~~ 


eu R. G, SMITH says that he got some of the material for hie book froa 
AMOS PINCHOT, but that PINCHOT made hia promise that he would not disclose the 
source of his information in the book (it was noticed in the newspapers of 

last week that AMOS PINCHOT died). R. G. SMITH was displeased that Vice-Presi- 
dent WALLACE who was in Saint Louis a few days ago would not see hia. He men 
tioned that he has written a large number of letters to various congresanen 
and has also written to President ROOSEVELT and other high-ranking officials 
criticising them directly, . : 


At 4:10 PM a soldier knocked on SMITH'S door, and said that he rep- 
resents the boys from overseas, inasmuch as he has fought in the South Pacific, 
and that he would like to get a ticket to the meeting tonight. He seemed some- 
what beligerent, and SMITH did not let him come into the room, but did give 
him a ticket. ; . 








A few minutes Later LOHBEKCK EVERETT of the "Star Times" come in, 
and this soldier apparently had ap and EVERETT had intervier- 
ed the soldier who said his name was (phonetic) of New Jerseys b7 
He had campaign ribbons from the Sou ¢ and several citations, The 
soldier claimed to EVERETT that he had started a riot at one of FRITZ KUHN'S 
mestings (this soldier did come to SMITH'S meeting that night, and there is 
& picture in one of the newspapers showing hia in the front row. He caused 
no ooh , and SMITH was of the opinion that he became a very attentive lis- — 
tener, : a3 


EVERETT starts questioning SMITH about hie last visit in Saint Louis 
on January 14 and 15, 1944, and asks whether he gave any talks at ali at that 
time. SMITH answered "No." He also answered "No* to the question as to 
whether SMITH had made any contacts at Concordia Seminary (this questioning 
apparently deals with SMITH'S contact with DR, MAIER at Concordia Seminary and— 
SMITH'S appearance before some of the students through DR. MATER). SUITH ex~ 
plained that he had gone out to Concordia Seminary with the preacher, HARVEY 
SPRINGER, who was with hia, and who had heard quite a bit about the wane 
and also heard MAIER over the radio, EVERETT asked “Did you talk to DR. MAIER?* 
_ Anewer: "No, we didn't even try to see him.” Pea oe 7 


s 


SMITH then tells how he treats se Pee meg deri Baa a they 
for the "Daily Worker,® and told of an inc where ’ 

wetter for the "Nex Masses,” had tried ¢o interview SMITH wider false creden- 

tials and how he ran away when SMITH threatened him. He also mentioned tne 

fact that some woman tried to interview him claiming that she was a Nazi spy. 

He claimed that prior to this meeting with her in the Statler Hotel, he noti~ 

fied the FBI. In relating these incidents, SMITH explained his activities in 
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Detroit, and he advised that he very seldom goes to his main office because 
he would be heckled and harassed by people who were against him. He said 
that he has gotten such good service from the Statler Hotel in protecting hin 
from this type of people that he arranges to hold his interviews with people 
at the Statler Hotel, usually in the coffee shop or “Oh lobby, — y 
At 4:35 FM the “Star Times*® rsporter, SMITH, and LOHBECK leave to 
go to the Municipal Auditorium to make final arrangements for the meeting. 


At 5:25 PM LOHBECK and SMITH return, and they talk about general 
arrangementea. SMITH inquires of LOHBECK as to how many America Firsters he 
has learned of, however, no definite answer could be overheard, He did, howe 
ever, mention that there is a grocery store clerk who is one of his best worke 
ers, LOHBECK said that he had received several telephone calls and requests 
for an article published by WHEELER in the Congrsssional Record, SMITH says 


that he will talk tonight about seniors ane 


SMITH commented that JOSEPAXKOESTERS and GEORGE GEBHARDT would be 
at the meeting tonight, and LOHBECK says that the Social Justice fellows maks 
good street fighters, 


At 5:40 PM there was an incoming telephone call from WILLIAW B;*HONT- 
GOMERY, SMITH telle him that SHANK had tried to get him by telephone but they 
were disconnected. SMITH tells MONTGOMERY to scout the meeting tonight with- 
out being conspicuous to see if there are any trouble makers there and then 
pass on this information to MRS. SMITH who will be at the door. MONTGOMERY ap- 
parently was eeking if he would be called upon to give any speeches, and SMITH 
told him that could expect to be giving talks within the next ninety days. 
SMITH said that he had spoken to a man in Chicago who wants MONTGOMERY to come 
up there and give\a speech, This is possibly SOUTHARD. MONTGOMERY gives SMITH 

ERER, an old America Firster, Telephone Flanders 7412, 

LOHBECK is also acquainted with FEDERER, , og 


SMITH contimes his conversation with LOHBECK, and SMITH shows his 
anti-Semitic feeling in saying that the sheenies tried to trip him up by send 
ing up a fellow in a soldier's uniform, In thia respect, it must be noted that 
whenever SMITH has an opportunity, he makes some anti-Semitic remark, or imned~ 
jately connects any remark of a person with whom he is talking as being anti- 
Semitic and then elaborates on it. There were several instances where LOHBECK 
made a couple of remarks about Jews where he did not mean to speak of thea in 
a derogatory sense, but SMITH comnerted upon it that way, and LOHBECK corrected 
him by saying that "these were good Jews, ® etce 





SMITH told LOHBECK that he thought the "Star Times" reporter was now 
in their camp and mentioned the fact that this reporter had brought up the point 
that he had worked for VERN RSHALL, and thinke MARSHALL is the fineat publish- 


er he has ever known. \ 


“ 
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. SMITH thinks Secemeicad of the auditoriua, is a fine fel= _ 
low, and mentions that the um be policed, inasmuch ae it is city - 
property, They show some concern that there may be trouble but feel that 

they can cope with it. tie 3 ee a aes g 


ve 7 
te & ws 


Be de aioe oe ge ae Boot ss i ee 
SMITH had previously mentioned that he was thinking of organizing _ 
in Kansas City and told LOHBECK that he is thinking of sending him to Kansas 

_ City to help organize there, inasmich as he is very mich pleased with his work 
in Saint Louis. SMITH comments about the coming meeting, saying "wait until 
the audience hears me raise hell with the New Deal and the British, and if 
they are a normal audience, they will really like to hear ite* 


There is an incoming telephone call from sone girl student whose 
name is possibly WARGH or WARGHER, She wants to come with a couple of friends 
and SMITH tells her that she can get her tickets at the door, SMITH describes 
her as some student who is scared to death. : 
7 oaks Ae 
At 7:25 PM the SMITHS and LOHBECK leave the hotel to go to the audi- 
torium for the meeting, The meeting at the assembly hall of the Municipal 
Auditorium started at about 8:00 PM. There were approximately 600 to 700 people 
in attendance, which is its capacity. 


There was no disturbance or any picketing before the meeting began. 
On the stage with MR. and MRS. SMITH were MR. and MRS. LOHBECK and GEORGE GEB~ 


ssa 


HARDT. LOHBECK opened the meeting by saying that they had waited for a long © 
from Detroit to contimie on the policy and with the program that we had fol- . 
lowed 980 sincerely up to the time the United States went into war, We had heard 
from National Headquarters of the America First Committee that the committee 
was dissolved. We lost contact with our best workers." He asked that word be 
passed around that they wanted these workers back and said "we have started 
again and will not stop this time. He said *thie meeting is to present the one 
man who has stopped his work in the cause of Americanism and American National- 
dem. He has not been intimidated by the governmental harrassment which many 
of us know and which has stopped some of us." He then introduced GERAID L. K. 
SMITH as head of the America First Partye- © © 0 2.0 pale 
Lo : SMITH began his talking by eaying that he was mindful of the accomp- 
lishments of Saint Louis, but one thing stays in his mind and is symbolized 
and personified by that phrase so often heard "Spirit of Saint Louis*--—-CHARLES 
A. LINDBERGH. Upon the mention of LINDBERGH'S name, there was a great applausese 
SMITH said he hoped to present LINDBERGH to the Saint Louis audiences for a 
speech and also he hoped to introduce to Saint Louis *that maligned and perse— 
cuted lover of Christ, Father CHARLES E, COUGHLIN.” (great applause). 


SMITH attacked the Communists and ROOSEVELT and gave a tyrade against 
- 10 - 
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the "international bankers, international politicians, and international 
finaglers, who want to load us with a debt and tax load to pay the debt for 
the world for the next century.* He then made a play on the word, "first,® 
and eaid that there was only one thing above “America First" and that was 
faith in Christ, He tells how he promised his old mother that he would nev= 
er make a speech without mentioning Christ's name, 


_ SMITH tells how the politicians have run the show for a long tise, 
and that the best. citizens have stood on the sidelines. He claims that thease 
political rascals are symbolised by aan like HARRY HOPKINS, 


a 
preacher, lead the audience in prayere 


At the point he has REMBERT GILMAN SMITH, the former Methodist 


SMITH begins his speech by praising LOHBECK for making thia meet~ 
ing euccessful, and FRED EMIG in the audience gets up and announces that LOH= 
BECK is a conscientious objector, However, SMITH immediately cuts him off, 
eaying that LOHREGYS status has been established by a draft board appointed 
by the President of the United States and asks the audience to give LOHBECK 
a big hand. It is noted that the audience did not show any resentment at 
all to the fact that LOHBECK was a conscientious objector, 


LOHBECK introduced all the people on the stage, including GEBHARDT, 
and described him as a former head of one of the Social Justice groups, 


SMITH then asked the people in the audience who had one 
raise their hands, then two, and then asked thos 
their names. One of these individuals was 
ho has three sons in the Marines, 
ly The others did not give their names, A negro man stood up 
and e had three sons in the armed services, and SMITH took that 
occasion to tell the negro not to believe what the Coanmunists are saying, and 
that the America Firsters are not against the negro races ; 












arny to 
up and 
pos 








SMITH tells the group that he hopes the America First Party will not 
be necessary, and that the Republicans will nominate a man whom they. can sup 
port; that 1s, someone other than WILIKIE. He then appeale to the Republican 
politicians in the audience to note how the tide ie running and points out to 
them that he and his followers are a powerful force with which they should con- 
cern themselves and align themselves with their group, He warns the Republi- 


ee canes against selling them out, saying “if you do 40, we will hold our conven- 





- maybe in Saint Louis, and nominate *the Spirit of Saint Louis.'" He said 
tite bapun dod an have the America First votes, or even the Democrats’ votes, 
4f they turn their party back to men like WHEELER and CLARE, 


SMITH then shows himself to be definitely against WILLKIE and says 
that Comiuniam has its spokesman in the Vice-President of the United States. 


= be 
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He points out that at the 26th Anniversary of the October Revolution in New 
Tork in November, 1942, WALLACE was the aain speaker. He called for WALLACE'S 
impeachment. He said that the government in Washington is shot through with 
he disciples of WALLACE and FE FRANKFURTER whom he classified as a Commn- 

8 por se are aa 


ai 5 dik y ua 


SMITH told the story of how he was introduced to the student body 
of Harvard University by a MR. GRACE, and members of the John Reed Club, who 
are Communists, tried to break up the meeting. Ye . 


SMITH also said that he was against being sucked into a world gov- 
ernment and being brought back into the British Enpire. He told of how the 
British were trying to interfere with American politics, a 


He refers to DEEM SMITH, former head of the Standard Oil Company, 
who has spoken on Eastern Imperialiem, both on the part of the Japanese and 
the British. ; 

SMITH goes into some detail on the plans for the world government, 
and exhibits the flag which the Internationalists have designed, He attacks 
WALTER WINCHELL, and tells his audience to read Senator JOHN RANKIN!'S speech 
in congress. He says “if Jewish statesmen want to check anti-Semitism, they 
should choke that rat who is doing more to spread it than anyone else in the 
United States.* : 


SMITH gives out a definition of victory in 1944, which he has repeat— 
edly set out in his publication and other places. He also brings out the diffi- 
culties which his eon has had in the army because his name is GERALD L, K, 
SMITH, and also the fact that hie son is not an officer because of thiay 


SMITH says *I know it is a doldnees that borders on danger. I know 
I risk my safety in the presence of bureaucratic tyrants who are playing all 
the tricks to silence this fearless voice....they Know if the truth is let out, © 
they will not remain in power....they can't stand this truth...the only way they 
can stay in power ie to silence those who speak it (truth).* sis ae 
_ “i. gyYPH then tells hos the veterans cannot hope to be given any con 
sideration through ROOSEVELT, and how the present administration would rather . 
spend billions of dollars in foreign countries than to give the veterans what 
4s their due. He says "we mist save the nation's wealth for our veterans. 1 
would not trade one wounded veteran for all She Nextosns in Mexico, all the 

ni r 


Decctlitene in Reari? 9 211 the Argeantinians entina. or all the Chinese in 
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China." 


ir 


He asks the audience if they would like for him to bring to Saint 
Louis CLARE HOFFMAN or MRS, LUNDEEN, or possibly GERALD P. NYE, and they act in 
the affirmative, He forgets the name of the large hall in the Municipal Audi~ 
torium, and asks McCULLOUGH, the "Post Dispatch® reporter, who is sitting in 
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the front row, what it is called, 
idee RL, ‘ ty ERE Date Vis on 2° Rew a a oe re 
as SMITH then starts taking up his collection and explains how this — 
4s done. He furnishes everyone with an envelope and pencil, and they can — 
pat in the envelope as much money as they want, and also cen write on the 
front of it how auch money they would like to donate every month. He told 
the people about his way of organising, explaining that he did not elect 
people to offices, because these people would then be harrassed, and his 
enemies would go around and have these people fired from their jobs and per 
secuted. In his way of organizing, GERALD L, K. SMITH “will take the heat 
and keep it off the people,* Ne ee aN Ee . 
SMITH said “the bureaucrats thought after Pearl Harbor they would 
use the war to imprison us, They thought they would call us Nazis and trait~ 
ors and divisionists, They thought they would use those circumstances to 
strike us under the belt." He also said "they thought they would lock up all 
Nationalists like LINDBERGH, HENRY FORD, NYE, WHEELER, and myself, but they 
eantt do it. There are too many of us. We are America." (applause) *If they 
do strike down this fearless voice and let me rot behind the filthy walls of 
a concentration camp, they will not gain, because the blood of the martyrs is 
seed of the church, and for every GERALD L. K. SMITH they put dom, 1000 will 


md mame 14 + ~~ hh aeaene +ha r-¥ thiemaniawat a *” + tera wnt FY Beaantam mit 1 1 anat At =z fs rm me 
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liberty or give me death." (applause and shouts of "'atta boy, GERALD*) 


SMITH then continues with his collection, and all the time that the 
collection is going on, he keeps up a running line of chatter. He calle upon 
JOSEPH KOESTERS and other volunteers, including MRS. SMITH and MRS. LOHBECK, to 

help collect the envelopes. He advised that everyone who gives a dollar or 

* more will receive a copy of the book, "And So They Indicted Me,* by G. EDWARD 
JONES. He advised that for every dollar they will get one book, so that if a 
nereaon gives £5.00 he will get five books, He advises that this may be the be- 


PREsGOl EArSe @/svy BY Naee EVV Sa” eee 
ginning of a great movement which sweeps the country, and they may want to have 
something which they can save for the years to come and show that they were a 
founder of this Crusade. It is the *gold seal America First certificate,” and 
everyone who pledges $1.00 a month or more will get ones The seal has upon 
it a picture of GEORGE WASHINGTON. He said that anyone who didn't want to give 
their name should just write "money* on the envelope. He also distributes a - 
petition calling for Congress to help the veterans, This program ie *One Thous- — 
and Dollars for Each Veteran.“ SMITH also distributed copies of *The Cross and 
"Phe Flag# and copies of RAY TUCKER'S shag ape EEE EE ene eee 
eae in order to ple allegiances He 8 ous w 
<< pra flee can be Dee rae military salute, the hand over the heart, and the 
ceed band Qh te PLS See aby toah de the Fest 
ute with the up no e »* 
Ct points out 300 the “Star Times" would take a picture of ee =e 
they used the Fascist salute and would harrass them. After the pledge 


legiance, he has the audience stand as they were and recites the Lord's Prayer. 
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He closes with thanking the audience for their hospitality, saying 
that he and MRS. SMITH have had eo much persecution and harrassment, they are 
grateful for the cordial reception they received in Saint Louis, He ends say- 
ing "God bless you. God bless and save Rnera Ce Goodnight .* There is scate 
tered handclappinge 


The audience became a little restless ving the éiitentions which» 
took a considerable time, and there was a definite let—down in the enthusiam 
once the collection started, However, there was no concentrated effort to 
leave the hall, but it amst be noticed that SMITH any number of times mention~ 
ed during his speech that the Communists, New Dealers, or anyone else who got 
mad could leave at any time they wanted to. The meeting closed at 10:25 Pa, 


Through ee is available a complete record bIp 
of this meeting. er details about this meeting will be set out later in 


the report. 


At lL): 00 Pu, MR, and MRS. SMITH, and MR. and MRS. LOHBECK return to 
the hotel. MRS, LOHBECK is interested in seeing how her family will react to 
the meeting, as they are against this sort of thing. She says that they rep- 
resent the “emug" groupe SMITH comments that it is not a disgrace to stir up 
the rabble and quotes the Bible to the effect that “Jesus Christ was comdemn- 
ed because he stirreth up the rabble,® 


rn mt ¢ as LOHBECK comments that the dramatic critic of the "Post Dispatch* was 
“present at the meeting. a a 


A | They go out to eat, and by midnight MR. and URS. SMITH retire, 


Ill. Activities of GERALD L, Ke SMITH in Saint — 
1 Ta ebruar? 43 igi 


aOuis On FSOor PUSrY 19, a74H 


SMITH is up at 9:30 EM and goes down to the hotel lobby. He then re- 
turns to the ‘TOCM. © 7 ee 


t « 
« : : 
~s nt ~ 


At 11:05 AM, ROBERT MUELLER (phonetic), the attorney, and a friend of 

L JOSEPH B. SHANK, comes in, MUELLER 2e drunk and tells SMITH that he didn't 
think very much of his taking up any collection at the meeting and thinks he 

; should eliminate that. MUELLER curses quite a bit, and is quite frank with 

: _ SMITH. SMITH takes no offense and "Kida hia alonge® 
Mie @ MUELLER apparently ran in a congreseional race in Missouri and advie- 

ed that he ran a close third but was sabotaged by the Catholics and the Social 
Justice group. He was supposed to get some money from Father COUGHLIN but did 


eer? + wr ae ee UAATRASIIERY Paw akant Slane twanne anA eave that. 


not get it, MUELLER has known MONTGOMERY for about five years end says Snat 
SHANK got MONTGOMERY his job at the City Hall, MUELLER claims that he is the 
one who got SHANK his jobe 





MUELLER is ck eitias years of age, hes worked as an electrician, his 
aa? Tyan 
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parents are American born, and he, 
versity Law School, MUELLER said that 
.,. . aght and liked it. SMITH comments that K was at the meeting and 
sitting at the left, but because of his job at the City Hall, SMITH did not 
expect him to become involved in the America First Party. SMITH asked MUEL-~ 
_ LER whether there was any “old Republican wheel horses" there, but MUKLLER 
answers in the negative, i 8 a eat. sues, 2 


ed from Saint Louis Uni- 
t 
was at the meeting last Petey 


ry 
. 

4 

” 


_ . SMITH gives MUELLER a big build-up, and tells him to come back 
when he is sober. Throughout this interview MUELLER has continually asked 
SMITH, “What are you aiming at? He repeats this question so much that it ap= 
parently becomes embarrassing to SMITH, and SMITH says that he will talk to 
him about it when MUELLER'S mind gets cleared upe SMITH does reminesce with 
MUELLER about the HUEY LONG days and also mentions SHANK and the two brothers 

_ (possibly the BABER brothers) who helped put on a meeting in 1935. 


/ MUELLER left at 11:25 AM. 


McCULLOUGH, the "Post Dispatch" reporter, calls SMITH at 12:30, fron 
the lobby of the hotel, and SHITH asked "What did the fellow at the Jefferson 
have to say?® McCULLOUGH agrees with SMITH that EMIG'S attempt to heckle him 
fell flat. He explained~ : , who was on the stage, is a "good old 
Social Justice fellow, a COUGHLINITE." SMITH also asks, "What did the Staff 
Sergeant say?" Apparently the conversation led to LOHBECK, and his conscien- 
tious objection status, and SMITH says "I do not think they should persecute 
those people.* McCULLOUGH introduced SMITH to BENESCH, Editor of the "Ster 
Timea," and SMITH asks how BENESCH liked the meeting. SMITH also asked what 
J YMAN'S reaction wase Ktnal Me 





eR et ME Ne weet 


At 11:40 AM MR. LaVALLE (phonetic) comes in. LaVALLE had previously 
called SMITH on the day before and is also believed to have been at the meeting 
and probably was the one who shouted out the fact that America First is shown 
on naturalization papers. LaVALLE is retired and lives with someone in Saint 
Louis, He pioneered in the internal combustion engine and taught at the Sweeny 
School in Kansas Citye He is abut seventy~one years of age and is a member 
of the Spanish American War Veterans, LaVALLE explains that he wears his Ameri- 
ca First button behind his lapel and has worn it ever sines he first got it. 
LaVALLE is apparently is becoming senile, but is a great friend of GERALD L, K, - 


* 


= SOs, ‘ 
oo FR? = : 





gr y, & 4 anc 8 8180 ava, & 
Communiam. at GERALD L, K, SMITH always plays up to the 
{individual to whom he is talking. If it Is a Methodist, he shows his great 
sympathy toward the Methodists, if it is a person who hag no religion, he makes 
no point of it, and when he speaks to a Catholic, he brings out all his sympathy 


-~15« 
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with the Catholic Church, So, with SMITH emphasized what he — 
had done for th tholic Church, along with LONG, in Louisiana. He 
tol CR oc he got into the field in which he 4s now working and 
said he decided that “the Jews would not keep me down." He told the story. 
that he had seen Archbishop HAYES in New York regarding Communism and had | 
told the Archbishop that he knew what was going on in Mexico regarding the 
plans to persecute the church and also knew about the Spanish situation. _ 
SMITH asked the Archbishop for an jnte understanding of his work, and 
the Archbishop turned him over vo Simei He claims that he owes much 
of his knowledge of "Christian osophy as it relates to politica" to ay 
in New York was assigned to SMITH to assist him. 












SMITH continues his story that after spending some time in New York, 
he deliberated as to where it would be best to expand his activities, and he 
decided on Detroit, Michigan. He began broadcasting in that city, pointing 
out the Communist threat to this country. He pointed out that at that time 
he had had the support of the wealthy men who were afraid the Communists would 
take their money. —— aie he knows a man like t Louis; 
namely, MARTIN FEDERER, who was at the meeting last night. cht :- 
parently knows FEDERER quite well and describes him as a miser,. again 
continues his story, saying that when the war came on, these fellows (the manu- 
facturers) got government contracts, and it was necessary for him to change the 
emphasis, SMITH brings out that he contacted General WOOD and others in the 
America First Committee about the units in Ohio, etc. SMITH said that after we 
got into the war, some people deserted him. 


advised that he ia acquainted with two Catholic Churches 
in Detroit. is pastor at one, and is at the other. 
SMITH points out Uha office manager in Det. » Mite » is a devout 


Catholic, and SMITH thinks very highly of him. SMITH also mentions that they 
were the guests at breakfast of someone by the name of O'BRIEN. He claims that 
he is a good friend of JOHN McGILL, head of the Knights of Columbus. SMITH told 
of hearing a Father TERRELL, who spent some time in Spain and came back to the 
United States, tell of his experiences, and SWITH was so impressed with his story, 
he devoted an entire radio address to it, whereupon the "Jewish Gestapo of Chi- 
cago took him to task.". —_ ; WP cn oe 7 a8 









igen ep. Sh : rn a 


At 1:05 Fv there was an incoming telephone call from a man named JOHN 
of the "Times" magazine who conversed with SMITH for about twenty minutes, 
MRS, SMITH, who first answered the telephone, said he had a couple of questions 





\to ask SMITH. 4 a ees 





SMITH continued his conversati _ 
how he gets along with DR. MATER, who is "working up our alley." SMITH said that 
MATER'S personal secretary came to him last night after the meeting with some 


message from MAIER. 


and asked him 


are p~ 
eae 
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at SMITH tells of having a meeting in Buffalo, New York, where he had a 
Father O'HRIEN on the platform and also mentioned that he has been at Father 

O'ERIEN'S church. He also submitted a manuscript to Father O'BRIEN which 
SMITH submitted to an editor of one of the newspapers, who had called his speech 
seditious, He forced this editor to retract this statement. SMITH thinks 
highly of the "Buffalo News.® . - 3 

| SMITH believes that WINCHELL and men like him help their movement, 
because the people know what type of an individual WINCHELL is. He claims 
that WINCHELL got his first automobile from DUTCH SCHULZ, a notorious ganga- 
ter, and from this beginning of association with hoodlums, he became a per- 
sonal aid to the President of the United States as a naval officer, MRS. 
SMITH commented that DUTCH SCHULZ had been a large contributer to the ROOSE- 
VELT campaign. - - a = ; 


SMITH said "Communists are wrecking the Christian Churches from with- 
in——the Jewish Fifth Column," SMITH believes that the Jew in Russia now has 
lots of money, because ROOSEVELT is giving so much of the money amaye 


SMITH believes that the people in Saint Louis want to be anti-New 
Deal b that their three newspapers are all New Deal papers, He 
te mrrety the attack against him by the Veterans group in Saint 
Louis and that this is Jewish strategy, SMITH also says "Is it not diabolical 
how WINCHELL is trying to get us into war with Argentina?" SMITH also enters 
into an anti-Mason tyrade, and tells of their sinister influence against him 
in Michigan, = _ He Pe at Be . 


SMITH said that in 1935, when he was in Saint Louis, representatives 
of the Friends of New Germany came to him and told him that their organization 
had found that LONG'S assassination had been planned in Vienna by the Jews, 
SMITH figured at that time that they were fanatics, and then when he went back 
to Louisiana, he did find out that HUEY LONG'S assassinators had some Vienna 
contacts, and he now believes that those men of the Friends of New Germany were 





Bar 


corrects 2... aie ey Ee a pik eter. Ae 2 : 
oo, At 2:05 PM some men came to the door and said that they were radio 
| men. They wanted to check SMITH'S radio as there was a sh the line. SMITH 
told them to came back tomorrow. SMITH then told hat there was 


a determined looking man at the door with pliers 4n his hand, and that this ie 
a typical way thet the investigators have of checking up on him. The details 
of this conversation are not available, but SMITH said that he had good luck 

at Statler Hotels, and that they protect him against that sort of thing. 













{inquiry about SMITH'S eganization and algo showed some doubt 4 out _LOHBECK. 
, - 17 = “a? LAA u a, 
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However, SMITH reassured them that he was quite all right. These women ex- 
Plained that they were very enthusiastic workers of the America First Con 
mittee, and one of them took care of the files and mail. SMITH explained his 
organization, saying that their work had been one-half above and one-half 
underground. His organization did not elect officers, because if they did . 
so, these persons would be heckled, and one of the officials might even go 
over to the "enemy." He explained that the admission cards to the meetinge 
have a code number on them, and these. cards are tabulated in Detroit to de- 
termine which of the volunteers has been most productive, He also said that 
he has his volunteers fil) out some questionnaire so that his operators can 
check on the background of the individual, 


These women were very anxious to find out more about the organiza~ 
tion, and SMITH told them there were no powers behind him; that he was the 
leader of the movement and that everything was above board, and that it would 
not be like the America First Committee which was filled with stuffed shirts, 


One of the women asked SMITH whether he had seen LINDBERGH, and he 
told her "Yes, and he backs our idea.* She claims to personally know LIND- 
BERGH and does not feel that he would want any public office and does not 
want to campaign for him because of this. SMITH answered that he mentioned 
LINDBERGH in his speech the night before just to use his name as a sample. 
These women, although they were for WILLKIE in the last election, are presant— 
ly very much anti-WILLKIE, The women asked SMITH who he thought would be a 
good candidate, and he said that he was not a BRICKER man, but that BRICKER 
seemed to be making sone headway, He believed that McCORMICK would not want 
to be President and wanted his name to be used just as a “nice gesture.* 
SMITH is not for DEWEY, because he is tired of being ruled by New York State 
and feels that DEWEY did HAMILTON FISH a terrible injustice. Both of these 
women agree with thise The women asked SMITH what he thought of NORMAN THOMAS 
and he advised that he considers him an intellectual-—~an old mane oa 


SMITH agreed with the women that if they had to choose between WILL- 
KIE and ROOSEVELT, he would vote for NORMAN THOMAS. One of these women exz- _—- 
plained that she was asking all of these questions, because her husband was 
very much interested, eae ree ee 
oF | The conversation touched on an individual by the name of KLEIN, an — 

attorney for Colonel SANCTUARY, who has been indicted for sedition. SMITH ask- 

ed who is the best congreseman in this district, and the women advised that 
PLOESER was, explaining that they are better acquainted with him than the others 
because he is their congressmane 


These women know the DeMOOR brothers and are also acquainted with 
MARTIN FEDERER. 


~ 168 = 
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wen gave SMITH her name, he commented that some people 
think that everyone euch a name (German name) should be liquidated, These 
women also furnished SMITH with a written list of names and said that an es 

pecially good worker was who resides on Copelin Avenue in Saint 
louie. ‘ 





—_ SMITH advised that he does not expect such from prominent people e, 
and this 1s one of the reasons why the America First Committee did not make A 
success. He advised that he had GEORGE GEBHARDT on the platform, in order 
show them that he did not want stuffed shirte but was making an appeal to the 


ordinary working class, 


SMITH said that HENRY FORD is an admirer of his and told a story 
about FORD'S secretary, whose name is possibly STUART (7), asking SMITH to drop 


- suTTy continued telling these women about his organization and said 
he is against having volunteers doing his regular work because under the guise 
of volunteers the "enemy comes in and reads his mail, etc." SMITH advised that 
he sends out from 8,000 to 10,000 pieces of literature every day, and that each 
piece discloses something apainst the New Deal, He advised that he is always 


etting new names. 
ia ap kkitp Mak thn. 
He explained to the women how LOHBECK had been selected, and said that 
@ newspaper reporter, who had been a member of the America First nee ee had 
O.K.'d LOHBECK (this is probably McCULLOUGH),. 


SMITH also told the women about how he cate expenses, in that the 
humble people send in their dollars and cents. At this point, one of the women 
advise that the German Consul in Saint Louis had sent money to the America Firat 
Committee (some mention may have been made about SCHNEIDER of the German Embassy 
- coming to America First Committes meetings)» Both of these women said that it 
would have caused them very much trouble had it became known ‘that the German Con— 
sul was sending the money, 


These women left about three a (eibaes arid MARTIN FEDERER ‘REMBERT 
GILMAN SMITH, and DONALD LOHBECK come in. FEDERER explaiiie eee 
told him to come and also explains that he is a good friend of or ‘ 

" Mention is made that CLARK is an admirer of HUEY LONG, SMITH tells a rather 
long story of himself testifying before the Lend Lease hearing in Washington, 

- DeCe He explained how he was not harrassed by the Chairman of this Lend Lease 
hearing, CONNALLY, because he had something on CONNALLY, 






Mention is made of PAUL ANDERSON, who lost his radio station because 
he drank heavily. The conversation indicated that SMITH is acquainted with waa 


aay :* Shreveport, Louisiana. This person is aleo possibly known by FEDERER. 


v 
L 
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FEDERER mentioned that he saw JOZ FORSHAN, former head of the Ameri- 
ca First Committee, a few days ago, who has some lawsuit on his hands, and : 
_ LOHBECK comments that he ie definitely against FORSHAW,. 2 


SMITH says that he will run an article by CHANNING POLLACK, “We - 


| : Planned It That Way," which some magazine was afraid to publish, 





“4, : wr HTe. * f ; = as 2 
P6027; PRDERER and LOHBECK apparently were co-workers in the America First 
Committee, and they talk about old times. FEDERER was also anxious to find 
out what SMITH has in mind, and what his object is, inasmuch as he was great- 
ly disappointed in the America First Committee, 


SMITH says his purposes are as follows: (1) Convince the people 
that someone can get up and tell the truth. He believes that the people gave 
up, and that he can encourage these people (2) Crusade in journaliam as every- 
one has stopped publishing, but he has started putting out his magazine. (3) To 
enphasize the truths, stating that there were some people who did not want to 
turn the country over to the British or the Communists. (4) Lay the foundation 
for an insurgent party "who have the guts to put an ultimatum before the Rep- 
ublican Party." In this regard SMITH advised that strategists of the Republi- 
can Party have come to him and begged him not to go too far with his movement 
and assured him that they were going to nominate a good man. SMITH advised 
that he does not want to split the Republican Party (5) To endorse the Republi- 
can candidates in other offices, hoping to place Republicans in local and nation-~ 
al jobs. a 3 ans us | 


SMITH also explained that if they are betrayed by the Republican 
Party (meaning if WILIXIE is nominated), they will form the America First Party 
and work for 1948, - ; 


= REMBERT GILMAN SMITH apparently MR. RAY, the Editor of the "Globe 
Democrat,” this morning and told GERALD L,. K, SMITH that RAY was all for SMITH. 
However, it was brought out that RAY, himself, had not said very much, but had 
just agreed with eome of the things that R. G. SMITH had said. | 


The group discusses the coming elections and mention is made that 
KENNEDY is a personal friend of BURTON WHEELER. SMITH says that WHEELER told ~ 
him all about KENNEDY, FEDERER mentions a man by the name of SEYFRIED, who ie ._. 
an American Legion man, and says that he was at the meeting last night. LOHBBCK 
comments that SEYFRIED is anti-British and anti-ROOSEVELT. FEDERER mentions 
that EARHARDT was a trouble maker. This fellow is also possibly ea legionnaire, 
LOHBECK says that 0, K. ARMSTRONG was an organizer for VERN MARSHALL, LOHBECK 
also mentions BILL SCULLY, the oil man of Oxlahoma, and PHILLIPS, the oil man 
from Bartlesville, Oklahoma, and the name ARTUNO is also mentioned, LOHBECK 
and FEDERER believe that it would be well for them to get together to think up 
all the names of the individuals who were formerly sympathetic with their move- 


mente 


LOHBECK brings up the point of possibly have an intermediary meeting 
- 20 - 
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someplace in South Saint Louis, soosiniy for about l, 500 Bere and they 
may possibly use Triangle Park. 

SMITH comments about JOSEPH SHANE, and LOHBECK says that he is a 
good man. SMITH explains that SHANK, because of his job at the City joan Je 
eannot actively support the America First at Party, and suggests that there be 
korens the Independent Republicans, 


FEDERER claims close friendship with WALTER PLOESER, and says that 
PLOESER has changed somewhat and he does not want to do anything that will 
prejudice his political future, 


= SMITH states that DEWEY spoke in favor of him (SMITH) before Pearl 
Harbor, He believes that he has the balance of power in two states which are 
needed for success in a national election. He also mentions the names, NOR- 
MAN BEAL, FRANK GANNETT, and SAM j= He mentioned these individuals as lik-~ 


ing them, 
| ly ee va vA 

SkITH says "the government is not worth a damn. We'll have to build 
an entire new government on men like LOHBECK. We'll make it that LOHBECK will 
be better known than PLOESER. If we had a thousand preachers like Preacher 
SMITH here and a thousand _Priests like Father GRIFFIN, we would be able to ac- 
complish our purposes. The best man in the United States Senate is GERALD 
NYE. JI love NYE. We have exchanged ay long, personal letters.* 


SMITH tells of a meeting which he had arranged for NYE under the 
name, "Independent Republicans,* in Ohio, However, the head of the National 
Republican Comnittee in North Dakota is a Jew by the name of STERN, and prea- 
gure was brought to bear upon NYE, so that he had to call off this meeting. 


Regarding the building up of the governnent on men like LOHBECK, 


current aemeek meee bane et Ahan aD am $b hit e ae tan hhavAwe maw arncalranes anA mae 


OM Aft H&6 a Various times SLGAVVIGUSOU VIL VILLS GO BV LIVE LICH OPUGARGI SO Gu UOW 


leaders must be built up from the ordinary men in their movement. SMITH aleo 
said that they would have to form Veterans Committees, in order to "catch them 
as they come out of the service." He said "we must build the leaders out of 

the 9011", -SMITH explained that RAY DANIELS of the "New York Times,*® London 
Department, had told him when he was interviewed that the men who are in the 
army in England are very ener and that all of pnen ee join the Ameri- 
ca First Comittee. 


ke 


oniTTy avria A hee FART SOIPPUAPD 4a trevine to get RUSH HOLT 


Pol ol explained NOW OAL Gvusnnaiw 1S Srying + suias seu 


to ! 
speeches for him, but HOLT has not agreed to this to date. SMITH believes that 
the most courageous men are HOFFMAN, » REYNOLDS, and NYE, 


FEDERER recommends that SMITH see DeMOOR of the Social Justice move- 
ment, and calls him on the telephone and arranges for DeMOOR to come down to the 


hotel in the eveninge 21 
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At about 4:45 PM, SMITH and LOHBECK leave, and FEDERER and R, G, 
SMITH continue their talking. Both of the men are greatly impressed with SMITH 
and both men feel that the United States had to get into the war when it was 
attacked, but they feel that if a different policy had been followed before ~ 
the war, "4t would have kept the United States out, and the Japanese would not 
have attacked us, FEDERER explained that he had worked for ROOSEVELT’S elec . 
tion in 1932 and 1936, but now gets sick of hearing hie mane: ect by his 
remarks, showed an absorbing hatred for ROOSEVELT, | . 


At 5:00 PM, MARTIN FEDERER leaves, and JOSEPH W KOESTERS cones ine 
There 4s general anti-ROOSEVELT tatic “and anti~Admirnistration and anti-Jewish 
talk, and KOESTERS is of the opinion that ROOSEVELT has a devil's influence on 
this country. . 


Wi 
Shortly thereafter LOHBECK and SMITH return, and KOESTERS says that 
everyone said the meeting was “wonderful.” KOESTERS and LOHBECK start talking 


about the draft, and KOESTERS tells LOHBECK "you are within the law; everything 


has been done leg e" He explains that he ee was medeckes because of 
high blood pressure - b Fe 


KOESTERS tells SUITH that it was a district zone air raid warden who 
book SMITH from the meeting to his hotel, and that newspaper men took a picture 
of the automobile, He said this man had talked about the meeting all the way 
home (this man i a . 









bIW 


They all seem quite satisfied with the meeting, and SMITH explains 
that meetings are more difficult now than in the America First Committee days, 
because of (1) coercion and intimidation (2) ee ee night ee, and 
- occupations, - 


During general conversation about their *enemies,* KOESTERS aaiee 
the remark, “all those war mongers." KOESTERS heard from a friend of his that 
Mayor KAUFFMAN was at the meeting. A friend of KOESTERS by the name of POLLITO, 
who ig believed to have a job at the City Hell, told the mayor about the meet~— 
Ang. POLLITO seemed to be enthusiastic about it. LOHBECK said that two men 
came fe him and said “don't et SMITH get aney from the Republican Partye® a 
- "” ghe conversation asong this group contimes, and surmits connent 

is *Sell the bonds to all the sheenies and then repudiate the debte*® It is 
SMITH'S idea that we should reach out and take all the British Islands in the 
Caribbean on the theory of "islands for debts.” 2a. 


SMITH haz been very interested during his say in 1 Saint: ‘Loute io 
ascertain the percentage of Jews and percentage of Germans living here. He aak- 
ed if all the Germans are anti-Jewish, He gets no definite anwer from any of 
the people to whom he talks, but LOHBECK comnents that the Jens around here have 
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bean the obnoxious type, and that we also have refugees. KOESTERS 
. tells the story of ea fellow by the name o (?), who worked for 
the "Post Dispatch" and was ea Bund member, | went out with hin e 
mumber of times and believes that he was a Jewish refugee. In their further 
comments about the Jews, SMITH says that CLIFTON FADAMAN of “Information 
Please" has advocated the liquidation of the German race, and LOHBECK in a - 
choked voice also quotes FADAMAN as saying “we must learn to hate the German 
race,®™ aan . ‘ LR Se 





SMITH comments "they are a bunch of criminals, but I think there 
are some good Jews,% KOESTERS says "very few,® and SMITH replies, "Yes, that’s 
right. They all stick up for each other. Even the good Jews will stick up 
for the other Jews," He also says “If I call one Jew a Jew bastard, they call 
me anti-Semitic," 


KOESTERS tells the story of a friend of his who is a bricklayer 
from the Old Country. (This is possibly one of the air raid wardens who worke 
with KOESTERS). KOESTERS speaks in a slurring manner of fellows who are en 
thusiastically trying to get into the army and navy and tells the story of 
one young fellow he knows who was all enthused in getting into the navy, and 
see he has been in it, does not like it very much. He also tells of 


who had tn an inta the ae althmich hea woe war aush Anrnaea 
wees sce WN Bw a I RL gg UU be OO Ow) PM WOON 


and opposed to the United States entering the war, 












KOESTERS and this fel- 





They mention the fact that SCHNEIDER of the German Consulate came 
to America First meetings and enjoyed hearing what was going on. This conver~ 
sation has been on the topic of German people, and SMITH asks at this point 
“when we were at peace, was it any worse to be a friend of the German Consul 
than the British Consul?" 


MR AL 4 LOHBECK explains that the former sympatiizers of the America First _ 
Committee were completely cut off from other parts of the country until SMITH 
Came along, and the publicity has worked out fine, inasmuch as it has consoli~ 
dated the people, and they now can again work for the cause, SMITH says "the 
word Fascist is innocuous—it means nothing.*® SMITH then tells of a boy who 
was a senior in high school, but says that he does not want to mention his name 
as there might be some apparatus about, who sent the president eome hot letter 
calling it a Jew Deal, etc., and also commenting about going into the war. He 
sent SMITH a copy of his letter. SMITH reprimanded the boy for having wiitten 


this letter. He said that the boy had written to the president that he was 





going to war, but when he came back he was going to jam a red hot poker down 
his throat. Within ten days the federal authoritiea had indicted this boy, and 
the commnity, which is apparently close to Detroit, congratulated the young 
fellow and made a hero of him. The United States Commissioner told the young 
fellow to go into the army, SMITH has now gotten letters from the boy saying 
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_ that he is working for 4 screwball, a major in the army, who was formerly a 
_ Newspaper man, and is always wanting to make a deadline. He says that this 
major is "hep on charte" and is always diagnosing things. The young fellow 
says it is like working in a bug house as they have a deadline every day and 

are not getting anyplace, = | : ; oe 






oye 





KOESTERS . and says "I look 
upon you, JOE, as one of our pillars ere 16 no one behind the scenes in | 
this movement. There are no stuffed shirts." KOESTERS says that a brother, 
who is a bachelor, and the sister, who is an old maid, of JOSEPH T, SCHROEDER, 
who once ran for Congress and is now dead, were at the meeting last night. 
They live at 44-~ Clamerack (phonetic) Drive. He knew that they hated the 
administration, so he sent them an invitation card. After the meeting, MR. 
SCHROEDER came to KOESTERS and shook his hand, eaying, "we cannot b7 
enough for sending that card." KOESTERS also ex d chat Say 
wants one of the Jones books. He explains tha organized e 
air raid wardens in the whole district, and both he and SMITH agree that he 
must have some organizational ability and it would be well to work him into 
their organization, | 






They get on the subject of the draft, and KOESTERS again telle that 
he was turned down because of high blood pressure. At this point, MRS. LOH- 
BECK asks, “don't you want to fight for FRANKIE?" KOESTERS answered that he 
never was for this mess and feels that it could have been avoided, but it was 
those in Washington who got us into it, 


They all sit around and admire GERALD L. K. SMITH, including SMITH, 
himself, and he tells them how he handles hecklers and hae never been out—smart- 
ed. He tells again of up and coming orators such as HARVEY SPRINGER, who was 

a former Communist, but who was converted to Christianity. He also mentions 

a man by the name of MATT, or MATH, who was @ Commander of an American Legion 
Post at Pittsburgh, and who has been in Chicago and Detroit to speak, He con- 
siders DEFM SMITH as another good speaker who talks on the science of empire 
building. 7 . oot a 


KOESTERS advises that the Social Justice group in Saint Louis is made 
up of only about eighteen to twenty members who are religious fanatics. KOES- 
TERS tells of the PBI investigating the DeMOORS, and says that they are now 
ecared to do anything.» : ee! ied en ae 


They all leave at eight o'clock. SMITH returns at 9:20 PM, and_FRAN-_ 
CIS DeMOOR is waiting for him, DeMOOR apparently is acquainted with EARL 
SOUTHARD whom DeMOOR has heard of through some Franciscan Monk. DeMOOR esks 
SMITH 4f he has checked the suite for any hearing devices behind curtains, etc., 
as some detective in Chicago whom he knows told him all about those things. 
SMITH saye "I don't care, Last night I spoke for two hours on what I think, 
and in my two years of using the Statler Hotels, I have never had a bak from 
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Th 


LA+-C-L-G DeMOOR asks SMITH what he kmows about LOHBECK, 
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any conference." He explained that if it got out that the Statler permitted 
this, it would ruin their business. DeMOOR tells SMITH about hie experience 
with the FBI and advised that he was grilled one day from nine o'clock in the 
morning until three o'clock in the afternoon (this is correct). . 


_At this point SMITH asked with much interest whether the FBI had 
asked DeMOOR about his attitude toward thé Jews, and DeMOOR said, ®No, they 
didn't mention Jews,* See oe 
' é 


wee 


1d SMITH replied 


/ that ead inouired concerning him and everything seémad to be all right. 


He explained that since Pearl Harbor, he judges people who approach him re~ 
garding his movement in the following categories: (1) whether they represent 
some newspaper (2) whether they represent the sheenies, Communists, or the 
New Deal (3) which is divided into two categories; one, ecrewballs, and two, 
sincere individuals, 


Commenting about LOHBECK'S conscientious objection status, SMITH 
says “it takes guts to be a conscientious objector.* 


Some mention is made of JOSEPH BYSOHNSON, who writes directly to 
the President, This is possibly a priests’ ' 


DeMOOR advised that the Social Justice Club has about 100 members 
and explains that they collected money for the Christian Fronters (these men 
were indicted in New York for treason). 


DeMOOR asked SMITH what he knows about the British—Israel—-World-~ 
Federation, and SMITH goes into the story about Jewish control, SMITH in- 
quires of DeMOOR as to who gave hia the world federation idea, and he explaine 
that about 40 women went to Washington, D. C. to fight against Lend Lease and 
a MRS. BALDWIN gave them lots of material on the world government idea. De- 
MOOR asked SMITH whether he knew MRS. BALDWIN, and he quickly answered "Oh, 
yes." SMITH commented that he thought she was anti-Catholic. She belittles 


the “pope, and says that the pope is half Jewish, - 


SMITH plays up the sympathies which he has with the Catholic Church 
and how they have such a mitual feeling in being anti-Commnistic. He explains 
that the Southern Baptists and the Lutherans are doing a good job in fighting 
the Communists and makes mention of "fellows like MAIER." DeMOOR says that 
he is a very good friend ‘iy whom he thinks to be very intellec- 


DeMOOR remarks that he understands that the Japanese atrocities story 


is not true, and that the Japanese are not as barbaric as it is said they are. 
SMITH says that the Jews are in bad, because not only are they not Christian 


- 25 « 





Saint Louis File No. 100-6013 


but they are.anti-Christian. 


| SMITH asked DeYOOR “have you had any contact with MRS. LOWELL?® | 
DeMOOR advised that he had not, inasmuch as he had not gone to Washington, 
D. C, at the time the mothers went there to protest against Zend Lease. : 


SMITH explains to DeMOOR, after DeMOOR had told him that the So- 
cial Justice Club had 20 ,000 members in the 12th Congressional District, 

that the old way of organizing no longer works, He explained his way where- 
by no committees are publicized which can be investigated by the Communists, 
any Bureaus, or the FBI, SMITH claims that it works because une, SMITH, ie the 


only one still going. Ali others are out, ih ae 


At 10:30 i, who are friends of MRS. SMITH, 
come into the room, an es into the back room. The confiden- 
tial information could not furnish information come ern. the end of this 
conversation. 





is a Methodist preacher and lives in wsbiees Groves, MR, . 
and MRS. SMITH had been uncertain as to what the political beliefs of the 


were prior to their meeting, and it proves the ay 4s very 
friendly with Governor DONNELL of Missouri, who is also from Webster Groves. 


When SMITH starts telling SEE out the Republican leaders 
in Saint Louis who have come and ask not to start an insurgent party, 
asks "who are these Republican individuals who have contacted you?" 


QuTey ava OT bre WD OMI «ss fotipmyyrv de hesd of the Maneanto Chania 
Su 2 ath ansnersu “LL AMV Mig WVOEANLe” VUE. 20 MUR VR VID BEE WE 


cal Company). However, SMITH did not enumerate any others. (This appears to 
be a bold faced lie, because there has been no indication that any Republican 
leaders have contacted him), st e | _ 











SMITH tells the about his ‘Sidhe edie ee to internstional 


prominence through the assassination of LONG, and how he has been Pena 
by various investigations which were ordered by President ROOSEVELT» 


| The ae: acqua quain ted with a .. Scubhera 
Methodist in Shreveport © SMITHS oy that he is a see friend of eine 
also. - 












SMITH tells the aaeel atcey of his Saeseeab eon with HUEY LONG 
and the details of LONG'S assassination inting out how the assassination was 
plotted by the ROOSEVELT kag eet to be interested in SMITH'S 
talk and made one comment as to S S energy and courage in carrying on, = 
SMITH said *when you run into a propagandist, he never quits." 


At 12:20 AM, February 18, 1944, QIN leave, and SMITH 


aoe) ae 


fre 


yc 


| = sake ce 


“-" Widwest Conference and Rally-—- 
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warns them that should newspaper men stop to aueevacn nee), asad a tell 
them that they are old friends of MES. SMITH e 3 ee 


; After the EE cave, SMITE comments to MRS, SMITH that he br. 
thinks that they are on his side, and MRS, SMITH says “he was on our side to 

start with, but she is different, She never waPeees® The end of this conver~ 

sation was not available, pees ie . o- 


5 ee - - 


Shortly thereafter the SMITHS retire for the night, 


IV. Activities of GERALD L, K. SMQTH in Saint ids 
on February ts; TOLLE 


At 8:30 AM, MR, and MRS. SMITH were up, and at about 10:00 AM, DON- | 
ALD LOHBECK came to the hotel room, SMITH accompanied LOHBECK de de 
where they spent their time talking and bay ine breakfast. ‘ 


REMBERT GILMAN SMITH came to the room, however, Subject SMITH was 
gone, The old preacher commented "we are in a desperate fight," and MRS. SMITH 
agrees with hia. — ; ; 

At about 11:00 AM, SMITH and LOHBECK came back and were talking about 
renting the opera house in the Municipal Auditorium for March 30, 1944. SMITH 
commented to MRS, SMITH that they had been playing "fox and geese" with Gover- 
nor SALTONSTALL of Massechusetts who happened to be visiting in Saint Louis, He 
said "we had DON calling him out.* (There was no pach ne betwean SALTONSTALL 
and ons | . : 


SMITH eaid that they might make this coming meeting their Midwest Con- 
ference and Rally, and LOHBECK advised that they have lots of contacts in the 
neighborhood of fifty to seventy-five miles, It is possible that SMITH at this 
point of the conversation made some mention of wanting to contact DR, MATER, 
However, this is not certaina SMITH continued giving LOHBECK a pep talk and 
glorifying their place and position in relation to the upbuilding of the United | 

Statee, and eae compared himself and LOHBECK with the Sstalwart men of the 


i 


SMITH ‘outlines the ‘advertising for oe ndetne ‘essing telinnsn 
srica First Party———-National Leaders to be 
“of Chicago, MRS,» LUNDEEN, GERALD 

L. K. SMITH--~In Kiel Auditoriun ra House; Director, 3 Chairman 
of Committee on Arrangements, JORY{OESTERS-—-A local committee of 500 has been 
formed, SMITH told LOHBECK to geW that to the United Press which snaps up 
everything on him, and also to the I.NeSe 







present including Captain EARL 


Shortly after 11:00 AM, the SMITHS leave, along with LOHBECK, to 
catch the train for Chicagoe -27- 
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~ ‘Jnforaation was received that the wedlance: was Se aaiiys made ai 
of older people, and there were a number of people there who spoke with a Ger- 
man accent and were of German extraction, Agent dvised that he 
heard one woman say that SMITH "sounded just like der re" He further 
advised that one of the women who got up and announced she had a son and two 
mophons in the army ws a MRS, MACKEY cal 










ry tee women, one of whom was elderly, and these . 
spoke with a definite German accent, It also came to 
ho has 8 son, 








ad ere 





ape Ie 


ee 


adviced that he observed an individual whom _)7. 
So ate ee 
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The various material passed out at this ae is as follous; 


1) Copies of "The Cross and the Flag.” . oe 
- Petition to Congress in behalf of war veterans Re a: 
‘(3) Copy of RAY TUCKER'S article about SMITH. . oe 
4) Exnvelopes of the America First Party in which 
ei, <x.’ ® donations were collected, These envelopes had 
tient ' space where the individual could show how many . 
dollars he wanted to give every month to help 
carry on the organization activities necessary =». >|: 
to the founding of the America First Party and ~ 
also space for the individual's name, address, 
and telephone number, 
(5) Remarks of BURTON K. WHEELER of Montana entitled 
"The Balance of Power in Europe," as presented to 
to the United States Senate ll-l643. This was 
printed by the U.S. Govt. Printing Office in Meenerons 
but is shown "not printed at government expenses" 
- 23 - 
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VI. Miscellaneous 


Inasmich as SMITH had announced that he intended to ask for the 
opera house for March 30, 1944, ISAAC HEDGES, Chairman of the Municipal 
Auditorium Commission, held a hearing on the application of GERALD L. K. 
SMITH'S America First Party for the use of the auditorium and invited the 
Veterans organizations to attend. Protests against renting the auditorium | 
to SMITH and his Party were presented by PETER MIRAVALLE, Chairman of the 
Post Commanders Conference, American Legion; NEAL CAPALDO, Chairman of the 
Americanism Committee, American Legion; FRED EMIG, Americanisa Chairman, 
Veterans of Foreign Wars; MORRIS STONE, Jewish War Veterans, and HUBERT 
BENJAMIN, State Secretary of the Communist Party. The commission, however, 
permitted SMITH the use of the auditorium, pointing out that the local 
sponsors are citizens of Saint Louis and therefore euratsee to the use of 
the public facilities of the city. 


There 4s some indication that dive: opera house will not be available 
for March 30, however, the conventionmll is available on that date, 


mentioned in the bg oe 


It has been dete ed tha e man named 
report of Special Agent Saint s, dated January 28, 1944, 
as a man interested in ra stations, is the owner of a radio 


station in Grand Rapids, Michigan, 






ENCLOSURES : To the Bureauseccse(1) Log of surveillance maintained 
on GRA _ K. SMITH, February 
I7; » 19, 1944, in St. Louis 
To ee ee lie aeer letter dated Feb- 
ruary 19, 1944, on stationery 
of America First Party and sign- 
ed by DONALD LOHBECK, Temporary 
Chairman, Saint Louis Committee, 
(2) Handbill advertising SMITH'S 
7 | speech in St. Louis on February 
17, 19bke 
: ms | (3) Petition to Congress in behalf 
ae ~ a of war veterans, © | 
.o ; . (kh) Collection envelope used by 
-.# ria SMITH at his meetings. 
| (5) Copy of log of surveillance 
-"" maintained on GERAIB L. K. SMITH, 
February 17; is, 19; 1944, in Ste 
Loul se 


PENDING 


ee ees rE 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 
_ THE DETROIT FIELD DIVISION 





AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN ~ Pad. - a | 
Will furnish the Saint Louis Field Office with a list of the in- | 
dividuals in the Saint Louis district and vicinity who subscribe to SMITH'S 


"The Cross and the Flag,® or individuals in this area to whom he sends his 
material, if such a list is available. 


~ ~ 


file of the Detroit Office to determine the iden- 
from whom McCULLOQUGH, the "Post Dispatch" reporter, 
Out HARVEY SPRINGER of Detroite It may be possible that J7, 
was furnishing McCULLOUGH what he thought was confidential informa- 
out SPRINGER, and McCULLOUGH, in turn, has passed it on to SMITH. 







THE SAINT LOUIS FIEID DIVISION 





AT SAINT LOUIS, MISSOURI 


# Will ascertain whether 
Ga was contacted by SMITH, or whether it waae¥ 





. DONALD LOHBECK who made 


Will keep in touch with the developments of this movement in Saint 
Louis and the individuals connected with ite 


Will conduct an investigation regarding all of the individuals men- 
tioned in the Saint Louis reports in this file and convernts the information 
in the individual files of the various pubdectse 


Will determine from ONI just what investigation they are esnaneting 
in this case, especially as to any contact they may have had with the "Fost 
Dispatch" reporter, McCULLOUGH, and whether they are using him as an informant. 


we 


One copy of this report is being sent to the Oklahoma City Field Divis- 
ion for information, inasmuch as REMBERT GILMAN SMITH, who has contacted Sub- 
 €e «ect SMITH, claims his permanent residence is Tulsa, Oklahoma, and also the fact 
2 ae that GERALD L. K. SWITH is sending large quantities of his material to a Preach~ 
Hive er WEBER, who broadcasts from radio stations in Oklahoma and is known as ) the 
"Radio Minister of the Southwest.* 
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ee is a recording of the entire meeting on 
February 17, » whic through the amplifying system of the 
*. “ " ‘Muniedpal Auditorium by Special sont Ea. So, aa ee 
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 Gerg}a ee oan a untice y_ | SSCURITY MATTER | 
theo ane SEDITION 
“eseeor Qn 1/31/44 at the Franklin Auditoriun, 
= Cleveland, Ohio SVITH addressed 500 persons, 
a as SMITH attacked the present administration 
eS J and President ROCSEVELT for the attempt to 
coo? bk gain control of U.S, and all its citizens, 
Cc ey _ Attacked the Labor Draft Bill, Good Neighbor. 
—— v3 Policy, and Immigration policies, SMITH 
Cc" <3 introduced a plan to pay the soldiers one 
oae co _ thousand doljers mstering-out pay, Speaker,. 
eT Mrs, JOSSPEYRICHARD, talked on Russia and 
Ly — ie Commmnism 4nd drew a comparison between 
aris en Russia and: the United States at the present 
wa om tine. 
—03 << 7 Be ~ RUC - a ciemiaena perenne ON! 
— ales Eo z no SS 
PREFSRENICEs . racers File #6243618) , On 
a, aks ‘, Ietter from Detroit dated January 26, 1944, eg 7 
DETAILS: At 8:00 p.m. on January 31, 1944 GERALD Ss 
L.Ke SCHMIDT, National Director of the American. 
First Party addressed an audience of approxi-  § °*. 
mately 500 persons at the Franklin Auditorium ...-. 
at 2515 Franklin Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio. To” 
+ Raenineateen gain admission to the hall it was necessary 
. = BME len em _ to present a card of admission, On the. .- it re ores a 
Fe oer platform in R/O? Ch to SMITH was Mrs, 08 0 
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Assemblage in the sincing of the National Anthem and in the scceuneiog of 

the Lord's Prayer. SMITH took the rostrum first and began his remarks with an 
attack on ROOSEVELT, stating that it was his, SMITH's, greatest desire to 

see a president in the White House that would place MAmerica First® in his 
thoughts, aims, anc efforts in the same manner that CHURCHILL puts England 
first. He stated that it was high time that the old "Roosevelt Dynasty" 

be retired from public life as they have reached the point where they thought 
that anyone who criticized the ROOSEVELTS, FRANKFURTERS, and ROSENBERGS were 
of a subversive group. He further stated that the United States is not ready 
for the Gestapo yet. 


SMITH continued his attack by saying that CAESAR, NAPOLEON and. 
others of their ilk hac been pikers compared to the present administration 
and if we do not clean house soon, that future investigations "will make 
the teapot dome scandal a cold teapot". SNITI continually referred to various 
articles in his publication, "The Cross and the Flag" and read an article from 
the January issue ridiculing Mrs. FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT. 


He stated that the Anerica First had reached a nosition where it 
was not necessary to convert ary more people as the: had sufficient 
followers and now it was necessary to crystalize, organize, movilize those 
followers they have. At this point he read the Severn—point program of Party 
Aims as set out in the January issue of the Cross and the Flag. S WITH 
stated that every individual in the United States should fight all European 
Influence in our domestic affairs and that they pnoure only obey the laws as 
ae by the Renerene of the United States. 


SYITH attacked the Administration by stating that the mireauepats 
were attempting to tear down the Immigration anc Naturalization Laws. He 
stated that he had heard a talk by Rabbi WISE advocating the entrance of 
17 million Jewish refucees into the United States. S}ITH bitterly condemned 
this, asserting that these Jews would:absorb all the employment in the United 
States and that the returning veterans from the battle front would go job- 
less. 
out SMITH next aancunesd the labor Draft Bill #5666 as a ‘useless, 

needless bill since this country was over-producing rather than facing a 
Shortage. He stated that the intent of this bill is to subject all United 
States citizens to the present administration. He stated that the Labor 
Draft Bill will senarate husbards from wives and mothers fran children, and 
that it was merely a political scheme so that the administration could control 
the ballotine of each state. He stated that this would bs done by transferring 
groups into and out of states so that the adninistratior would control the 


=?>-= 


ot eee iay he 





majority. 

; SuITH paiaed the question, Why ee we have to be drafted? Does 
not the Administration trust us? The Government never requests volunteers 
but always forces us by drafts," He stated that Canada had no conscription 
and if the Administration trusted the Unitec States Citizens we ’wovld not 


need to be conscripted in this country. 


SMITH attacked ROOSEVELT's plan of sending a blank ballot to the 
soldiers, saying that it was a deliberate attempt to zet the entire vote 
of the service men by not allowing them to know who the presidential 
candidates were, He accused ROOSEVELT of being the greatest demagog in 
history who was not satisfied with three terms but desirec to destroy our 
democracy by gaining a fourthterm. 


S'IUTH attacked the Pan-American policy, stating that the administratio 
wee squandering six million doliers in South America in building up good= 
will, He further stated thet in reality this was a program in which Rockefeller 
wno ‘tirects the Good-Neishbor Policy, is building up a Rockefeller business 
in South America at the expense of the government. 


ITH stated that we were sending England money at the rate of 
tro million dollars an hovr and they desire to keep "Senta Claus®; that is 
whey consider the a of ROOSEVELT in the next election a calanity. 


SuIte stated that he did eis oppose the svetdire of money for 
military affairs but that all other spending outside of the United States 
should cease and the money be used toward =e rehabilitation of the returning 
soldiers, 


SUTITH introduced the planthat all soldiers be ase one thousand 
dollars mustering-out pay. He passed out petitions to be completed by his 
followers urging Congress to grant the returning soldiers this amounts 
SMITE requested contributions from his followers to aid in the circulting .. 
of these petitions, S*ITH related the nol towing experience he ogee 
had with a returning soldiers’: : 


S:OTL stated that he had picked up a young soldier who was hitch= — 
hiking on the road and thet this soldier had told him that he had sold all 
ef his clothes and belongings when inducted into the Army and thet when he 
wes released from the army he had noclothes and was penniless and therefore 
had to borrow one hundred dollars from a bank with interest to finance himself, 
The soldier further stated that he hac been requested by the zed Cross to send 
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his uniform back as soon as possible on his return to his home, SMITH stated 
that he cited this to show how our returning soldiers were inwant while 
we were sending mney to South America, 


S'7TH next spoke on the book entitled, *And so They Indicted Me™ 
by J. EDWARD JONES and urged that all read this book, He defied the Presicent 
or anyone else to ccntradict the contents of this book, 
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he continually referred to as "WalteryLipschitz®, we also attacked Secretary 
F°ANK KiCX and Secretary HENRY STIUSON, referring to them as "Political 
Prostitutes™ because of their joining the present administration, SMITH 
advised the assemblage that between now and November we are fighting to 
preserve our Democracy against the dictatorship we will have if ROOSEVELT 
goes in for a fourth tern. 


SMITH further claimed that the Amcrica First Party holds the 
balance of power in Indian@, Ohio, and “ichigan, anc no man can win the 
presidency without the votes of these states, SMITH stated that America 
First woule form a new insurgent party before it would again aceept a 


Mlkie-Roosevelt Double-cross?®, 


SMITH then introduced Mrs, JOSSPH RICHARD, whose discourse was 
entitled "Russia as I Saw It", ; 


Mrs, RICHARD advised that she had spent four years in Russia in 
the company of her husband, who was hired by the Russian government as a 
consulting engineer. Mrs. PRICHARD painted a picture of great suffering and 
want among the peoples of Russia. She stated that the Russian people hate 
STALIN and all he stands for, but fear keeps them in control. 


She advised that the Russian Government has complete control of 
each citizen and keeps in close contact with their every move, She stated 
that each person mst heve a passport to travel from city to city and that 
in each block an individual is designated to keep Becouny of the actions 


of the persons residing in that blocks 





Mrs. RICHARD peisted incidents to show that whole iiabes would 
be exiled to Siberia if they opposed the government's wishes. She stressed 
the complete control the Russian Government has over its people and the 
suffering forced upon the people by the government, 


Mrs, RICHAPD then attempted to draw a comparison between the United 
“lates and Russia at the present time. She noted that it wes the aim of this 
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administration was to control our citizens in the same mamer as Russia. 
She attempted to substantiate this comparison by citing the Bill £1161, 
pertaining to Socialized Medicine, and the numerous war-time restrictions. 
Mrs. RICHARD warned her listeners that Commnism was a monster that was on 
our doorstep ready to devour us. She stated that Russia was not fighting 
for the allies but for "Mother Russia" and as an ally Fussia should not be 
trusted, . 


Mrs, RICHARD related a story concerning a soldier who had advised 
her that tons of government food were wasted daily and throwm away and that 
to see this sickened some of the soldiers to such a degree that they could 
not eate 


Yrs. RICHARD read an article from a newspaper which he attributed 
to FRANK KNOY, Secretary of the Navy, in which he stated that "The principles 
of the Russian Government were repugnant to him®. The speaker stated that 
this was written before KNOX had changed and become a Communist himself. 


GERAL" L, K. S’ITH returned to the rostrum and spoke briefly con- 
cerning the ee on Mrs. STAULEY, President of the United Mothers, Cleveland, 
Ohio by Rabbi BRICKNER. SMITH urged the audience to contribute to this 
organization upon leaving the hall so that this group might continue _ 
its outstanding work. The meeting was closed with the Pledge of Alleziance 
read by SIXTH. During the meeting the usual collection was taken up, and 
various pieces of America First avteratune was distributed and sold at the 
meeting. 
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United States Department of Justice 








Detroit, Michigan \ 3 @ : 
February 4, 1944 Rs 
™ ie : 
DIRECTOR, FBI _ | ONS IBANTE Aine 
pases xCsrtn, with aliases oe 
DECLASS CA FIRST PAR t 
Gp Ppp lant as AL AFORMATIN CONT: 
(6243818) “O*HEREH 1S UNCLASSIFIED 


Dear Sir: DATE2o/a Jee Bont’ 


This office has recently been contacted by the local 
office of Naval Intelligence at Detroit, Michigan at which time the io 
of Naval Intelligence advised that they were very interested in any in- ‘\ 
vestigation being conducted by the Detroit office relative to the ise. yin’ 
captioned Subjects. The office of Naval Intelligence has more or less 
indicated that they would appreciate receiving copies of reports in untel | 
particular “matter. 


This is to advise that to date no definite commitment 

has been made by this office relative to the submission of copies of reports 

to the office of Naval Intelligence. In this respect it is being ted 

out at this time that since this office has secured the services o 
=e whose identity is known to you, copies o 
en sent to any outside agencies including the local United 
States Attorney's office. Copies of reports have been mrked confidential 
for the reason that it was felt that if copies of the reports were furnished 
to any source other than Bureau headquarters or Bureau offices there was the pe wD 
possibility of identity being disclosed. : 











In view of the fact that has been such an extremely 
valuable informant this office would apprecia vice from the Bureau relative 
to the Bureau policy to be followed in connection with furnishing copies of 
investigative reports to the offices of Naval Intelligence and Military 
Intelligence. It would also be greatly appreciated that in the event the 
Bureau does not see fit to furnished copies of reports to these agencies 
what policy the Bureau wishes to set down relative to the furnishing of in- ~~ ‘/ 


formation secured by the Detroit office relative to the above named Subject ./: 


It would be appreciated if the Bureay,wouldadyise the. 
Detroit office as soon as possible relative to the above, & ae 


R. A. GUERIN, SAC ()* 












\ 
} 


He J Pia ok “A. F oo vile 
ae HE ae Lao St Sedibnpineegemmny 
2 ee 7 DATE o/c [re BY srenz hace Fevrurry 2, 19 | 


=? _ 


Cy d. Edgar Hoover, Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
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Reference is made to your letter of February 4, 1914, Wherein you mentioned - 
the interest displayed in this investigation by the ce of Naval Intelligence and 
requested advice as to the policy and procedure in erring pertinent information 
relative to Saith to the local Office of Naval Intelligence end perhaps to the local 
effice ef the Military Intelligence Service. ae ei he t+ ba 
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In addition to this factor 
you sre well aware of the fac with this investigation in- 
formation is frequently developed, usually in a collateral way, relative te numerous 
personalities and issues often of a political er controversial matare. A typloal 
example of the development ef data ef this type was presented In connection with the 
information recently recelved at St. Louis to the effect thet a Dr. Walter A. Mafer 
who conducts the Lutheran Radio Bour was giving some consideration to launching into 
political activities im connection with his redto broadcast. Another example is 
presented in connection with the information recen 
effect 


















ro) Orman’ volves per es and Issacs a ne 2 
national character, and although it is pertinent to the Burean’s eoverage of Smith's 
ectivities, certainly it does not appear at the;present time te be directly related 
to the primary objedtive of the investigation, t of ascertaining whether Smith has 
ease the Sedition Statutes. Furthermore, it is believed that data of this type 

not of legitinate or logical interest te Military or Raval officinalis, ©. + 
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S ee 7 arn creas — an ree 
; } r or controversial nature relative to political personages 
att tBBtes) the Bureat feels that copies of investigative Feperts ghould not be | 
dissentmted to OMI, G-2, or ether agencies in the field. Sowevar, it ts believed 
le alternative presents itself in that summaries ef pertinent information 
"“bonld-be ished perlodically to ORI and G-2. These sumearies chould be confined . 
iging data ag to. Saith's pertinent activities from time to tine, these fa 
wrespeck to his pgntonss onbsSepeckag activities, any efforts he may make toward 
ermopeslinc: ty servicemen or Other pubject matters of interest to the armed forces, or 
weamy thing fe lsuch W nature ke &o suggest a possible violation of the Sedition Statutes. 
uiewever, thease cries .s dirypt iconcern themselves with politiosl or controversial 
g typht anon dt toe alae, eres 
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For your assistance a memorandum has been prepured at the Bureeu which it is 


 Helieved appropriately summarises faith's background and antecedents and his activi- 


ties to date in so far as such activities would be of legitimate interest to military 
er naval officiels. Copies of this memorandum are attached in order that you my 
make them available to G-2 and OMI in the event they actually request information 
concerning this case or in the event you feal that even in the absence of a specific 
request this should be dove in order to preserve emiceble relations. According to 
the plan outlined above you should thereafter at periodical intervals reley to OMT 
and G-2 further information concerning Smith's general activities and contacts, 

this data, of course, being devoid of controversial and politica] matters whieh come 
to your attention from time to time during the oourse of the inguiry. 


fhe Bureau has further noted thet auxiliary offices in covering leads in this 
matter set out by the Detroit Office occasionally refer copies of reports sutmitted 


‘to the local offices of OMI and G2 in their respective districts. For the reasons 


set forth above the Bureau desires that this practice be discontinued and that 
preferably all information developed in the Saith case, irrespective of where the 
investigation ie conducted, be referred to ONI and G-2 at Detroit in the manner out- 
lined above. However, should some local office of GNI or G-2 request some other 
Field Office to make svaileble information concerning Smith, it will be satisfactory 
in answer to a specific request for the office to supply a general summary of the 
type described, Under no circumstances however shoulc copies af reports be furnished 
to ORI or G2 by suxilisry offices and in orler that there will be no misunderstend- 


. ing relative to this, auxiliary offices should be informed of the desired procedure 


at the tine leads are set out for them to undertake investigation in the Smith cese. 


For your further assistance in understandin; the Buresu's desires in connec- 
tioa with thie matter it is suggested that you examine the letter addressed in this 
case by the Bureau to the St. Louis Field Division on Pebruary 10, 1944, a copy of 
this letter being designated for the Detroit Field Division. However, shoulc any 
positive objections to this procedure oceur to you or ehould you desire further 


_ olarification concerning specific matters, you should, of course, communicate with 
the Bureau. . | : 7 | 
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Get forth in the following paragraphs age gcercoriate sabes ptions is a sim- 
mary of pertinent information which has been received from various sources Relative 
to eee: activities of Gerald L. K. Smith of ee Se i. See 


, : ALL INFORM? TIN COSTANED 


February 24, 1944 
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ersonal Histo ck mo see 
VA Gerald Lyman Kenneth Saith, better known as Gerald L. n eaith, was bora during 
February, 1898, at Pardeaville, Wisconsin. He attended Butler Seafinary at Indianapolis, 
» and later was graduated from Valparaiso University (Indiana) where be pursued 
a course in theology. Suaith's antecedents and early life were in no way unusual and 
are of no perticular interest. 


After leaving college, Saith took up active re as a ainister and pecdaves 
held pastorates at Footville, Wisconsin, at the Seventh Street Christian Church of 
Indianapolis and at the King's Highway Church of Shreveport, Loulsiana. — 


' Prior to assuming his ministerial duties at Shreveport, Saith’s activities were 
rather conservative and of a type characteristically befitting one in the ministerial 
profession, However, while in Louisiana, he became interested in the late Huey Long's 
“Shere the Weelth" movement and eventuelly extended this interest to the point of 
actively and openly participating in politics aa an adherent of Long. Attendant 
publicity evoked the displeasure of the Elders of his church, eventually resolting in 
Smith's dismissal during 1934. Following Long's death, Smith attempted to identify 
himself with the remnants of the Long machine but being unsucceseful in this left 
Louisiana in 1937 anc came to New York where he attempted to organize an essociation 
ealled "The Committee of One Million.® This effort was unfruitful. YPuring the follow- 
ing year he moved to Detroit where he has since been located... 


At Detroit, Smith reorganized "The Committee of One Million® as an organization 
®founded for the purpose of coabatting the menace of Commmisa®. During 1939, Saith 
shifted his policy, advocating the isolationist viewpoint, and gince the Involvement 
ef the United States in war he has busied himself principally in directing oriticisa 
to the Government's war effort and what he is pleased to charactorize as the govern- 
ments efforts to enslave the United States as an entity aaa International State — 
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a Nore detailed comments are set forth siteoquentiy’ ‘as i. dnita eal ob6s comnec- 
tion with Huey Long and his activities as the organizer of "The Copaijtter @f i0s4 
Million™, tut it is of significance to observe that it is reported that the turning 
point of Smith's life dates from his association with Huey Leng. Prior to that time he 
was described as the usual type of minister concerned with problems incidentsi to hie 
calling. However,’it is reported that his perticipating in the "Share the Wealth® 
movement fired his ambition to the extent of self visualisation of hiaself as a dozi- 
nant political figure. Being unsuccessful in essociating himself with Long's successors 
he has reportedly continued his dream of political prominence through his efforts in 
connection with his so-called "Committee of One Million® and later his "America First 
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Party". It ia noted thet Gaith sought nominetion as Republican candidate for United 
 Btates Senator for the State of Michigan a the summer of 1942. fThis campaign was 
“wasuecessfel. a 


Saith's personal life is reported to be normal. ‘Ne is vaateiea: lives with his 
wife and has one son who is reportedly a member of the armed forces. From tixe to tine 
stories have been circnlated attributing improprieties to Smith in connection with his 
associations with women other then his wife. Hosever, nothing factual is known te sub- 
stentiate these allegations. 


Activities or 19; 


While serving as pastor at the King's Highway Church, Shreveport, Louisiana, 
Smith became interested in Huey Long's "Share the Wealth® plan. He eventually met 
Long and shortly thereafter there developed, according to Smith's description, "a close 
and fast friendship® between the two. It is definitely known that shortly thereafter, 
end lasting for a period of several years, Smith assumed the position of one of Long's 
chief lieutenants. Although Saith is prone to describe this relationship as a personal 
one, several persons who were close to Long at the time, estate that Long had little 
personal regard for Smith and epparently evaluated him as being untrustworthy end dis- 
honest. These persons state that Long was merely utilising Saith's services, and in 
this connection it is known that Long, as well as others associated with him, regarded 
Saith as a very dynamic and powerful public speaker. It appears that Saith was widely 
used by the Long organisation in the role of a public speaker for the "Share the 
Wealth" movement. It is said that Saith, at one time, received as such as $650 per 
week from the Long organization as reimbursement for expenses and as salary. 


Information has been received that while associated with the Long movement, 
Smith joined William Dudley Pelley’s Silver Shirt organization. Wothing in the way of 
-documentary evidence is available to prove this meabership, but in recent years, Smith 
has, on several occasions, admitted membership in the Pelley movement. He states, how- 
ever, that he joined Pelley’s organisation merely for the purpose of securing informa- 
tion in connection with his work in behalf of Huey Long. 


Although during Huey Long's lifetime Saith was an outstanding personage in the 
Long machine, he rapidly lost his standing after the death of Long. It appears that 
his services were continued for a short period of tine by Long's successors, tut that 
he eventually was displaced due, allegedly, to his untoward efforts to attain personal 
power. By 1937, any influence which he previously had was cb maha: | dissipated and 
it was during that year that he left Loulelens fcr New York. 


Qa arriving at New York, Geita atteapted to organize a | group mown as "The Com 
mittee of One Million.* According to the self-ennounced purposes of this organization 
4ts primary concern was that of combating the forces of Communiam. However, Saith's 
efforts in New York met with little success, and reportedly he was disheartened to the 
extent of ceasing hia activities and removing to Detroit, Michigan, early in 1938. 
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: Toward the end of his stay in Louisiana, Seith's personal reputation apparently 
gaffered to some extent. On November 3, 1936, he was arrested by the New Orleans 
Police Department on a charge of having disturbed the peace in the using of obscene 
' Janguage in @ public place. Reportedly, this arrest resulted ~ = receiving a sus— 
pended sentence of $10 and ten days. States ae ee 
- During 1936 and 1937 BSaith was ies: cavcivea as a sciguire in pavoral libel 

and slander cases. These cases were apparently of minor importance, but reportedly 
the consensus appears to be that Ssith's reputation suffered more than did the reputa- 
tion of those vhom he sought to sus. ; 


Current Activities 


On arriving in Detroit in 1938, Smith almost immediately set out to reorganize 
the defunct "Committee of One Million.“ In this connection he distributed a consicer- 
able amount of literature designating the purposes of "The Committee of Gne Million® as 
follows: 


1. To rebuild the spirit of America 


2. To wipe out the last vestiges of Communisa, Nasiaa 
and Fascisa in alli forms 


3. The redefinition of the American National character 


4. The installation of a new spirit in dmerican youth, 
dedicated to the maintenance of American institutions 


5. To issue a call to farmers and laborers to resist what 
is now known as an autamna ti oped plot to involve thea 
in a world revolution 


2, 6. To rededicate the eitixenry of America to the tantly 
: ; altar and to the eyerit of the eburch 
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7. To secure the maintenance of a well defined standard 
of American avin a 
Other literature of "The Committee of One Mit1ion* sought particularly to stress 
the activities of this organization in combating Communist influences. 


With the coming of the European war in 1939, Smith shifted the policy of "The 
Committee of One Million® to that of promoting the cause of isolationism. In various 
pieces of literature distributed during 1939, 1940 and 1941, he was reportedly 
especially critical of the Government's policy of rendering assistance to the Allied 
Governments. 


ven 





=e money from persons on his mailing list. 





Since the involvement of the United States in the war, Suith reportedly egain 
ghifted his policy as well as that of “The Committee of One Million® to the direction 
of criticion against the government's efforts in prosecuting the war. He has not ques- 

tioned the necessity of rag cote the war, but on the other hand, in various of his pub- 

Jications, as well as his public utterances, has been careful to lay stress on the 

fone ef the people's aiding and assisting in every way in Sore America's 
oes. 


Roueves, he has gavedeea contentions that the savenent is using the war as 
an excuse for depriving the public of its just liberties. He has also freely voiced 
eriticiam against what he has been disposed to characterise as the government's efforts 
to reduce the United Etates to a more entity in a great international state dominated 
y Great Britain. 


In connection with his work in regard to "The Committee of One Wi11400* Saith 
at one time gave radio addresses over station WAR at Detroit. He also distributed 
considerable literature, his best known publication being a monthly magazine known as 
*The Croes and the Flag.* Although Saith claimed thet "The Committee of One Million” 
had a following of three ailifon persons, it has been reported that the group was 
really not an organization as such and was merely used ac a neme by Smith. It has ~~ 
further been reported however that Smith has a rather large mailing list of incividuals 
to whoa he sence his publications. 


' Early in 1942 Smith sought to establish another organisation knowm as "The Inner 
Circle." As suggested by its name, this group was described by Smith as consisting of 
the more prominent and trustworthy meubers of "The Committee of One Miliion.® He 
announced the foundation of this group through the distribution of literature calling 
for the donation of additional funds, and it appears that its purposes were the same as - 
those of "The Committee of One Million.” According to information received, "The 
Inner Circle* is no more of a real organisation than "The Committee of One Million® 
and was conceived and used by Saith merely for the purpose of collecting additional 


“ Daring the summer of 1942, Gaith gone the Republican acainetina for the posi- 
tion of United States Senator from the State of Michigan. He made a number of speeches 
and ¢onducted quite an active campaign and in the primary election received approxi- 
mat®ly 120,000 votes. Although this was not mffieient for nomination, reportedly 
political observers were of the opinion that Saith had made an unusually good showing. 
Even after this defeat, Smith continued his candidacy in the general election in Noven- 
‘ber, 1942, when he projected himself as a write-in candidate, He was badly defeated 
a the general election, his following being less than that in the primary campaign. 


Late in 1942 Saith publicly announced the intention of forming a third political 
party on a national scale. The proposed platform for this party, as announced, was 
said to be somewhat similar to that advanced by Smith in connection with "The Committee 
of One Million" and it has further been reported thet Smith was hoping to gain support 
for his new party from mewbers of the former group, the "America First Committee". 


Th 





Is recent months Gaith has been touring the country eakine pablic addresses on 
behalf ef this party which he calls the "America First Party.* In connection with his 
public appearances Saith always reportedly professes loyalty in connection with the 
war effort but frequently condemns the methods being employed by the government in 
prosecuting the wer and asserts that the government is not representing "true imerican 
interests" in that it is allegedly seeking to set up some sort of world state dominated 
by Great Britain. faith also continues to publish his magasine "The Cross and the | 
Flag* which is reported to be devoted primarily te promoting the “America First Party.* 


In connection with his various appearances as a public speaker Smith has ob- 
tained the reputation of being quite an effective and forceful speaker. Although he 
is said to be somewhat bombastic and at times given too freely to overemphasis, it is 
eaid that he is an unusually good speaker and that he is effective in influencing 
audiences. Some persons have described him as among the forencet publie speakers of 
the day. : . 


It is of {Interest to note that Gaith's publication "The Cross and the Flag® was 
named, along with a number of other publications, in indictaents returned in the 
District of Columbia on July 21, 1942, and January 4, 1943, charging twenty-eight and 
thirty-four defendants respectively with having engaged in a conepiracy to violate the 
Sedition Statutes. These indictments have pertinence to the enge popularly referred 
to as United Stetes vs. Gerald B. Winrod, et el. Although Saith's publication was 
mentioned in the indictment, as being one of a number of publications throughout the 
country which have contributed to undermining the loyalty and morale of the Armed 
Forces, neither Ssith nor the publication was named as a defendant, 


( | ao 


t 


Activities connection with the Wete etition ttee® _- 


According to a confidential source of information Saith, at a meeting of his 
*®America First Party" held at Detroit on the evening of Jamuary 18, 1944, announced 
that he and the “America First Party®, using the name of "Veterans Petition Committees” 
planned to circulate petitions calling for substantial payments to personnel mustered 
out of the armed forces. 


Reportedly Saith, while speaking at the meeting, claimed that he and his organi- 
sation were largely responsible for the increased rate of pay now allowed enlisted 
personne] inasmch as he some time ago sent 60,000 signatures to Congress demanding @ 
pay increase for enlisted personnel. Continuing in this vein, Suith urged his followers 
to circulate and cause to be signed the instant petitions, and apparently when a 
eufficient number of petitions have been executed, they will be forwarded to Congress 
en BASSO. 


Smith, while speaking in behalf of his plan for increased mustering out pay, 
described in the petition, allegedly esserted that "a measly $300" is not sufficient _ 
for our servicemen, especially in view "of the fact that America can give every person 
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_ dn the 22 South American republics the sum of §50." Smith commented that 
. every month 70,000 men are being mustered out of the service even at the present tine 
and that due to financial difficulties and physical defects incident to their partici- 
petion in the war, they are facing hardships which could be alleviated by the designa— 
_. tion of more substantial payments for them, 9 / -.. bie 


. 2, 
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a Subsequently Smith announced that his petitions would call for payment of $1000 
to each veteran mustered out of the services with an honorable discharge and he further 
asserted that he has distributed sone 150,000 copies of this petition. Despite several 
allegations which have been made to the contrary, no definite information has been re- 
celved indicating that Smith has actually ettempted to set up a veterans organization. 


It further appears that Saith Plans to cause these various petitions to be 
signed and then forward them on to Congress. i 
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below the gist of information 
whose identity is known to }70 
the Bureau, during the period January 24, through February ll, 1944. 






obtained fro 


t Informant advised that he had noticed on several 
occasions that when placing a long-distance call especially to 
Senator REYNOLDS, SMITH had more or less made it a point to claim 
Priority No. 3 in making the long-distance calls. 


Informant advised that under date of January 28, 1941, 
SYTTH had been in contact with Senator REYNOLDS' secretary in Washington, 
D. C. at which time he inquired of the secretary as to SuITH'S possibilities 
of testifying before a committee apparently to be headed by Senator 
REYNOLDS, SMITH advised that he wished to appear personally before the 
committee and explain his opposition to the Austin-Wadsworth Bill, and 
in the event it was impossible for him to testify in person he would 
forward a written statement setting forth his views relative to this 
particular bill. 








: Informant advised that under d ebruary 1, 1944, 
he had received information to the effect that as in Detroit 
and staying at the Tuller Hotel. Informant state under 

impression that _5 had conducted an interview a). hie bIC 

as in town, left Detroit apparently February 2 


; Under date of February 5, 1944, SMITH contacted 
ere Mrs. DONALD LOHBECK at which time he advised her he was sending a 
aaron between 1,500 and 2,000 stamped envelopes with all enclosures sealed 
for them to address. These exlvelopes were to be sent to Mrs. LOHGECK, 
42C Fairmont Street, Saint Louis, Missouri. This material wae sent 

by SMITH apparently in preparation for his meeting at Saint Louis at . 
uy | bY PP : PS Ay 7 VL If. 
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Informant advised under date of February 6, 1944, 
to the effect that an individual by the name of BAERKAN was in 
Detroit, Michigan and apparently wished to confer with 
to important ma 







to this incident were set for 


On February 7, 1944, SKITH was telephonically contacted 
by an individual calling himself JOE, at which time JOE gave as his 
address 3 East Fifty-Fourth Street, New York City. JOE at that time 
advised SMITH that he wanted a standard book about 400 pages and he 
wanted 10,000 to start with. JOE asked SMITH at that time if he had 
"potten ahold of POWERS." SMITH stated that he had made arrangements 
to have a conference with the individual referred to as "POWERS" that 
afternoon. SMITH inquired of JOE as to how much money was to be pald 
and JOE advised, "as much as he needs." JOE then stated that he could 
Btart giving nim coples in about a week and that payments for the job 
would be arranged at SMITH'S so that the job will be paid for before 
he, JOE, got it. 


Under date of February 7, 1944, SMITH'S office sent a 
telegram to kirs, LUNDEEN at 820 Essex, S. E., Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
which telegram is quoted as follows: "Have arranged for you to speak 
in Chicago, Sunday night, February 20. Please locate meeting place 
in Minneapolis for night of February 22 or 23, Contact SPADSKEV if 
necessary." 


On February 8, 1944, Informant advised that he had 
received information to the effect that SKITH had a telephone conversa~ 
tion with Senator NYE inouiring of Senator NYE if Senator NYE remembered 
a fellow who was associated with a sort of ‘Arabian Knights" story and 
who NYE had told SMITH about. SMITH at that time advised Senator NYE 
that this individual's name began with the letter "B" and SMITH also 
stated that NYE had introduced thia individual to Senator TAFT by letter. 
SMITH stated that he thought he was "0.K." It is believed that SMITH 
might have referred to RALPH B. BAERMAN, described in a prior section 
of this letter. B advised SMITH under date of February 6 that he had 
apparently not been able to get anywhere at the Ford Motor Company —— 
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with his particular proposition, and in answer to this SMITH stated 
that sometimes the people at Ford voice criticism of him just to test 
the loyalty of the interviewer. SMITH and BAERMAN then planned a 
conference for later that particular afternoon relative to BAERMAN'S 
contact at the Ford Motor Company. Information has been received from 
another source verifying the fact that BAERMAN had actually called at 
the Ford Motor Company relative to his proposition. 


Information was received on February 9, 1944, to the 
effect that Mrs. BROWN in Philadelphia had contacted SMITH and advised 
SMITH that she made arrangements for a meeting to be held in Philadelphia 
on March 2, this meeting to be conducted under the auspices of the 
National Blue Star Mothers of America. SMITH warned Mrs. BROWN not to 
let anyone talk her out of using that particular name, 


/ Under date of February 9, 1944, SKITH was advised by 
Mrs. ERNESA\LUNDEEN, Minneapolis that Mrs. LUNDE™N had made arrangements 
for a meeting to be held in that particular city on February 22, 1944. 


Under fate of February 11, 1944, TH was telephonically 
contacted by J. EDWARD @JONES, author of the book JAnd So They Indicted Me," 


at which time JONES inobired of SKITH'S secretary'whether or not SMITH 
was familiar with the "Kent case." JONES at that time stated that 
he had had a recent conference discuss this 





Under date of February 11, 1944, Mrs. SMITH telephonically 
contacted Mr. LIFBOLD at the Ford Motor Company at which time Mrs. SMITH 
advised LIEBOLD that the veterans of World War 2 were going to hold a 
meeting at the Art Institute in Detroit and LIESOLD'S name had been given 
as a reference by SMITH. Mrs. SMITH merely wanted to tell LIESOLD that 
when he was contacted by members of the institute he should keep SKITH'S 
name quiet as there were certain elements who would furnish opposition to 
the meeting if they knew SKITH was concerned. LIEBOLD agreed to do as he 





was requested. This anned by 
the SMITH group under the name of Veterans of World War 2 and might be in 
line iS)! SAtempiacved plan to link himself with the veterans! 
claim for bonus as 6 Tes of service in the present world war. 





Very truly yours, 


| (i CO vlan er 
aay bw R. A. GUERIN, sac WT ; 
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TIMES-HERALD 
November 1., 


Feta D: Cs, 


Commons Airs 
Churchill Cables 
To Roosevelt 


Messages Exchanged 
Behind Chamberlain’s 
Back, M.P. Charges 


Bs ARTHUR SEARS HENNING 


Questions in the British House 
of Commons vesterday regarding 
Winston Churchill's cablegrame ta 
President Roosevelt behind the 
hack of Prime Minister Chamber- 
lain broucht into the open a sub- 
ject of much whispering in officlal 
circlea here. 

The question put to the govern- 
ment in the House of Commons 
was whether a British subject who 
rent telegrams to Mr. Roosevelt 
and thereby evaded the censorship 
had been prosecuted. Thus the 
reference was confined to com- 
munications sent to the President. 
hy Mr. Churchill]. who at the time 
was First Lord of the Admiralty in 
the Chamberlain cab!net. 


No Infarmation on Subject 


The understanding herve is thal. 
not oniv cablegrams from Mr. 
Churchil) te Mr. Roosevelt behind 
Chamberlain's back but from Mr. 
Roosevelt to Mr. Churchill are 
involved. The White House in re- 
Kponse to en inquiry yesterday 
professed to have no information 
on the subject. 

The correspondence is supposed 
to have related to British and 
American policy regarding the Eu- 
ropean war. Among the questions 
touched upon are said to have 
been a more vigorous prosecution 
of the war than had been achieved 
by Mr. Chamberlain and the possi- 
bilities of the United States tak- 
ing an active part in support of 
Great Britain. 

According to one version, the 
mevice of the lend-lease legisla- 
tion for circumventing the United 
States neutrality law and the 
Johnson Act forbidding extension 
of credit to Britain as a war debt 
defaulter war discussed in this 
secret correspondence between the 
American President and the Brit- 
ish navy head. 


Passed Through Embassy 
Tylfa-a 
Disclosure of the tex the 
Tams would esfablish 


a SUA. 
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whether Mr. Churchill invited or 
Mr. Roosevelt made any commit- 
ments of the United States Govy- 
eroment to a policy of aiding Brit. 
sin that was not contemplated by 
existing United States law. 

From the outbreak of the war 
the President had been under fire 
for permitting. if not encouraging, 
“Villiam C. Bullitt, American Am- 
bassador tao France, and other 
American diplomats to encourage 
France and Poland to get into the 
war with promises of American 
Kupport, 

The correspondence between 
Mr. Churchill) and the President 
passed through the American 
Embassy in London. Tyler Kent, 
A young American employed as a 


af the Churchill 
cablegrams and showed them to . 
Capt. 
ber of the House of Commons. 


Leak Traced to Kent 


The leak of the correspondence 
Koon became known and the re 
sponsibility therefor was traced 
to young Kent. The vengeance 
of the British and American gov- 
ermments for this breach of trust 
was swift and certain. 

Joseph P, Kennedy, then Arneri- 
ean Ambassador to Great Britain, 
discharged Kent, and the British 
government immediately arrested 
him on charges of espionage. 
After Kent had been held in jail 
Inr some time he was given a 
trial. The espionage charges fell 
flat. but he finaliv was convicted 
of Jarceny of government docu- 
ments and sentenced w seven 
years in prison, where he pow is. 

Captain Famsay. who had been 
shown or given copies of the cor- 
respondence. was placed under de- 
tention under the Defense of the 
Realm Act, 


Morrison's Antwer 


The question was brought up in 
Commons yesterday by Richard R. 
Stokes, a Laborite who is a bitter 
opponent of Prime Minister 
Churchill. Answering the question. 
yg Secretary Herbert Morrison 
seid: 

“No information can properly 
be given out about confidential 
documents which were extracted 
Jrom the American Embassy. but 
whatever may have been the na- 
ture of the documents in question 
they do not provihe the slightest 
foundation for the suggestion that 
someone has been guilty of evad. 
ing the censorship or contravening 
the defense regulations.” 

John McGovern, independent 
Laborite, then said: 

“Cannot the home secretary say 
whether any of these cablegrams 
or messages were sent by the 


the then prime minister (Cham. 
berlain)?”" 

Marrison said he had nothing 
fo add to his answer. —T- 


— 
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set forth below a substance of information b1D af . 
whose identity is known to the | | ATR 
@ pe ry 11, 1944, through March 4, 1944. oF i | 


- 


obtained from 
Bureau, during 





During this particular period of time, Informant advised 
that meetings were to be held in the following places on the dates specif- f 
a 





Pittsburgh March 1, 19h 


Carnegie Hall SF: 
,) OL | ED us Minneapolis February 22, 1944 —— . 
Se ee ee Yon eveiand February 29, 1944 
_ p wen Chicago February 20 or 21, 1944 
Philadelphia March 2, 1944 


Letters have been sent to the anxiliary offices requesting 
that these meetings be covered and investigative reports submitted. 


Infornant advised on February 15 that in a conversation be— 
tween SMITH and NcCULLOUGH (phonetic) of the "St. Louis Post Dispatch" SMITH 


etatead that he was aheut ta start an nation-wide tour + ts eetablish s neZ 


wiiuw wees, W Wht 1484 V bw Fe 


third . party and to establish a foundation having “to do with the AMERICAS FIRST 4 
PARTY possibilities for the year. SMITH, at that time, advised McCULLOUCH f 
of the various platforms which his group stood for. 


S| 
On February 22, in a conversation between Mrs.\SMITH and 
» Mrs. SMITH advised that Mr. SMITH wanted 12,000 copies of} his monthly 
agaxine ‘printed for the month of Februssys 


It ie being noted at this time thet Informant advised that 
SMITH was quite excited about the article oe published bad #3 fe vam. 
af i etn ae LY 
at tet RDED y : 
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magazine entitled, "The Mysterious Gerald Smith". Informant stated that 
SMITH had purchased numerous copies of this particular article and intefided 
to use it for publicity purposes. This article was written by WAL AVEN— 
PORT and was based on personal interviews and investigations conduc by 
DAVENPORT. 


Informant advised that SMITH had ordered the following list 
of supplies to be sent to the various cities named. 


Cleveland and Pittsburgh - 


1200 Cross and Flag envelopes 
1500 AMERICA FIRST envelopes 
500 petitions 
100 February magazines - 
50 January magazines (Cross and Flag) 
50 Jones books 


Philadelphia ~- 


10MAmerica First envelopes 
600 Cross and Flag envelopes 
500 petitions 
100 February magazines 

50 January magazines 

50 Jones books 


SMITH was in communication with the office of Senator 
ROBERT REYNOLDS in Washington, D. C., at which time he advised the Senator 
that he intended to be in Washington on March 4, 5, and 6 and desired to 
make an appointment with the Senator on one of these days. SMITH inquired 
as to the possibility of having the Senator address one of his meetings in 
St. Louis on March 25. 


ROD at Wichita, Kaneas, stating as follows: 


—— 


On February 27, Mrs. SMITH sent a telegram to ee ah 


"all books have been sent as ordered.* 


. Qn February 29, the following telegram was sent by SMITH to 
HR. McALLISTER GRIFFITH, 340 West 55th Street, New York City: 


ill meet you Bellevue-Stratfort Hotel 
Philadelphia, Thursday, March 2.® 


- 2 =- 
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On February 29, it was ascertained through Informant that 
SMITH was advised by the person in charge at the Maccabees Auditorium in 
Detroit to the effect that the Rental Committee at the Maccabees Building 
had decided that they did not want to rent their HALL te SMITH in the future. 








1, 1944, Informant stated that a female giving 


the name of had telephonically conta MITH's office and 
inquired eterans' Comittee". was advised Bae 
at this time by MARY JANE » niece of SMITH, e erans' Committee 


- did not intend to have any\social functions "but that it was purely a crusade 
organisation trying to help the demobolized soldiers get a start in civilian 
life and receive §1,000 on their discharge and cut dow on all the red tape it 
now takes to get any help from the government by a soldier." 







Miss HEALY also advised that the orgarization was presently 
sending out petitions for people to sign and requesting the people to forward 
them to their congresamen and senators in an attempt to have a bill passed by 
Congress with reference to the above, 


Miss HEALY etated it was through the efforte of SMITH the 
soldiers had received a raise in pay from $20.00 to $50.00 a month. 


Very truly yours, 


> war GA Matncy 


A. GUERIN, SAC 
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WHICH MADE 
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SMOPSIS OF FACTS: JOSEPH a Xer0FFEL, President of thakfconomics League 
"+ ee Buffalo, sought to compel the Buffalo Stadium and 
the Econom®sernd to rent the municipal auditorium to 
jon the night of Febraaity s.gpeech by GERALD L. E. SHITH 
Board's decision not to rent the auctv#e.court upheld the 
purpose. Economics League reported to be composehis _ 


|, Fetlonene of Skim an eoe-AlT INFORMATION CONTAINED 
voc WERE i$ UNCLASSIFIED 


REFERENCE: Report of Special Agent 
September 15, 1943, at O, 


a 
7 











DETAILS: AT BUFFALO, leit YORK 













information - who 
No . m a A ; Tseng arate “a 7 
? n° JOSEPH H. STOFFEL, President of the Economics League, Le 
By Buffalo, applied to the Buffalo Stadium and Auditorium Board 
to rent the Buffalo municipal auditorium for a meeting on the 






me. beeen night of February 21, 1944, in a letter addressed to MR. J. 
ee EONS BAXTER SMITH, a mamber of the Board, STOFFEL's letter indicate 











rk 7 bas }} ,that the Ballroom of the auditorium would be used for @ 
sAle/94 ag : } Atelebration and.that the speakers would be C AADDEN of 
ei © © ; iN 4 a es So: ' Ss 
| Pemereme ota VRE, gS fp cin seer ners meee 
Setar Fe Bel gf aepO Aas | eecuoomt 
(comms or THis raronr | FM PY i§ he ~~ ' 


C5) Bureau 
3 Detroit 
3 Buffalo (1 Buffalo File 100-4723 


" ar ’ 
By u,-7 ; tet pape ao pga pte Og i cash . 
S ca . 1 Fi . « a a eS oo + 
7 : . . . ee . spe Nate Poe : 
+ om a cae be . 


: : ITHARD annan erans tf. . 
the American ea Se ee CLARE NOP FuAN ze cee One 
s,s of Foreign Wars, © ois, GERALD troit. _| 
a of these speakers was to be introduced by Gir 2 ier ets denied.’ 
This request was denied by ER. SMITH as previous requ aie ee ane 
: Thereafter, through his attorney, MR. ae CR isedl seme caawee 
2 League which is an unincorporated association consisting of seven or nmarw 
i members, in the Supreme Court of New York at Buffalo, citing the Auditorium — 
Board show cause why it should not rent the Buffalo municipal auditorium for 
the above mentioned purposes. The petition recited that all members of the 
League live in Buffalo and that the Ballroom was to be used for the purpose 
of a celebration in honor of George Washington. ~~ f oe 
The Corporation Counsel prepared a defense on behalf of the 
Auditorium Board on the legal grounds among others that the auditorium was 
minicipally owned property over which the City Authorities had complete 
discretion as to the purposes for which it was used. The court sustained 
the Board's ruling on this ground. The defense included statements and 
affidavits of a general nature relating to the activities of SMITH. One 
particular affidavit furnished by MR. PAUL WAMSLEY, Erie County Americanism 
Chairman of the American Legion, is set out in part as follows: _ 





"PAULAWAMSLEY, being duly sworn, deposes and says ...cces 
That on May’ 24, 1943 he attended a meeting conducted by the 
Economics League at the Fraternal Order of Eagles Hall, located _ 
at Pearl and Tupper Streets in said city; that the meeting was » 
addressed by GERALD L. K. SMITH and was attended by about 300 
people; that for three hours he harangued and aroused the group 
to a frenzied, fanatical condition; that he appeared to be bent 
on reviving the America First Committee; that although he invited 
questions from the auilience, when I stood up and questioned him 
relative to the difference between the Canadian and American Seees i ee 
ae methods of raising an Army, he said 'Shut up, Iwill have you. ; 
iPt ase, thrown from the hall'; that he thereafter produced a flag ha , 
- .. . . thirteen alternate red and white stripes as in our American oo 
_, . °° flag, with a cross of which appeared to me to be that of Ste 
war’: George and St. Andrew and which I believed to be a replica of | < 
.., ., the Cambridge American Flag of 1776~77; that he threw this flag SEE 
ae upon the floor and then proceeded to jump up and down on it while 
the audience yelled its approval. 





"Deponent further says that in his talk he attacked rationing, 
the contributions to our Allies, our leaders and the Austin 
Wadsworth Bill, and commented adversely upon sending of troops 
to foreign soil; that he implied that Civilian Defense, particularly 


a> a 


a a ee ae a 


. “the Air Raid Warden set-up, was a part and dence of the -., 
Roosevelt 4th Term Campaign, and that he said members of the 
Civilian Defense and Air Raid Wardens might make visits to the - 
individual homes of our citizens to sell that idea; that he also 
suggested that these Air Raid Wardens and members of the Civilian © 
Defense should be kicked out if they visited any of our homes . 
for that purpose; that he likewise made statements which inferred 
that the F.B.I. would soon become a Gestapo outfit and be trained — 
to infringe ‘upon our individual liberties," 


legs 
i /. 
who is also a member of “7¢ 
| Buffalo Stadium and Auditorium Boar , urnished the writer the following 


information: 





During the controversy over this matter he received a visit by 
five or six women in his office. They first incuired of him in very crude 
and profane language as to why he would not rent the auditorium. He said he 
declined to discuss auditoriua business at that time and place. One of the 
worien remarked that he was just another "d——~ Jew" and that they would not 
be able to do an him. As they left he overneard one of them 
hould be hanged along with Roosevelt. At that 
8 office and as he walked down the street this group 
i ts about him with several 


owed him making insult 
derogatory references to the Jews. week: not obtain the naues of 
any of these persons but said they w entified with the Economics League. 
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He is a member of the Economics Deis siaaer he has not attended any 
of its meetings for the past several months. He stated that the Economics 
League is entirely dominated by JOSEPH H. STOFFEL; that STOFFEL's secretary 
who handigs much of the details relating to the organization's work, is ~* 
“ BLIZABRT: pene 1G (phonetic). Another person prominent in the Econcsiics . 
League 1% UCETTE, who owns and operates the Buffalo Scient oe 
Company, & aneet concern, and resides at 168 Dorchester Street. alan 
understood that DUCETTE is actively interested in the Economics League | 






\ its work but he has an agreement with STOFFEL that he will take no public 
\ part at tnis time because he has some Government contracts in his business 
‘| and is afraid that his business might be affected if it becomes known that 
‘he is an active follower of SIITH. 


% 
‘ 


S aaa states the Economics League meets every Monday night 
in the Catholic Library Hall at Main and Virginia Streets and that there are 


-3- 





BU 14-7 


frequently in attendance Reverend MIC TETT, Pastor of St. Louis” 
Roman Catholic Church, and Reverend RICHARD¥C'BRIEN, pastor of Annunciation 
Roman Catholie Church, ' eo eke @ 4s ake 


~ 
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advised that he had no other de e ormation con— 
ies of the Economics League in its efforts to obtain 

the auditorium for SMITH. During the conversation he pointed out that he 

had learned indirectly that Father ANSTETT, who was recently made pastor of 
St. Louis Church, is interested in the activities of the Economics League; 
that St. Louis Parish owns considerable property including the building in 
which the Catholic Library is situated and in which the Economics League 

holds its meetings. . 
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SYNOPSISOFFAcTs: Subject addressed meeting at Curtis Hall, lOth floor, 
Pine Arta Building, 410 8S. Michican Avanue. Chicagc., 


=a os os, — ame Wes eB  Wesewew 5 wise, YF 


Tllinois, at 8:15 P.M. on Sunday, “1/16/44. Approxi- 
mately 350 persons in attendance. SMITH said he was 
; conducting tour over United States trying to give 
( : America First group new fuel to pour on fire against 
— . New Deal. SMITH said enough supplies were not being. 
sent to MacARTHUR so he would not be victorious and © 
gein popularity. He added if this political manipu- 
letion of the Army wes'going on at cost of hunger and 
livee of American soldiers, ROOSEVELT and New Deal 
were guilty of treasons aseSreeure distributed by 


subject enclosed. 
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the writer. 
~=iIte . 
oN. Special Agent Cy 2! the writer attended « meeting 
oo addressed by subject at Curtis on cor of Fine Srts Building, 4105. 
a Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Tllinois, at 6:15 P.M. on Sunday, January 16, 1944. 
*- The meeting wes called to order at 8:15 P.M. by SHITH with epproximtely state 
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persons in attendance. The meeting was cpened with the s 


Spangled Banner, followed by the Salute to the Flag, and inging ef the Star 


the Lord's Prayer, 


SMITH was the only speaker of the evening, and 
form alone. Persons were admitted to this mest only on meal Sepa a aia 
which had proviously been sent out. and the ae Stig 


writ 
gain admission to this meeting b Ses which Sie tee 


¢ Whose identity is 


| ba. 
SMITH said that thie meeting had not been scheduled 
hurriedly planned when he found that he was passing through Chicago porsene heme 








known to the Bureaue 


SMITH steted he had juet come from a mesting at St. Louis where hy 
had been well received. He said that he was conducting a tour over the United 
States, and was trying to give the America First group new fuel te pour on the 
fire against the New Deal. He advised that this mesting was an intimate visit 
with the group and not for purposes of his making a speech. 


SMITH atated that the entrance of tho United States into the wr 
could have been avoided if the Government had been building battleships in 1933 — 
and 1934 instead of bridges in the desert and canale in Florida where there was 
no need for them. He said that the New Deal was the cause of the United States 
having to enter the war under these circaumatances, and it was apparent that most 
of his etetenents made during his talk were either a direct or an indirect 
attack on the present administration. SMITH said that attempts had been made 
py the Government to smear and intimidate all America First members and officers 
who were outepoken in their eriticiam of the New Deal. The subject stated that 
the FBI was used to investigate the America First group slong seditious sip 
if they were outspoken and because of his activity they hadi tried to intimidate 
him in thie way. : | 


‘Im this connection SMITH said there were not fifty men in the 
United States who had nerve enough,to speak a year ago against the re ree = 
that he considered himself one of, pee ct Ee centioned the names ¢ 


_othera who were outspoken in this group as being Senator/MY¥E, Governor caged 


7A PAK TS Z 
j 3 \ : eee ee hear 
SUITH stated he had a son in the Army from whom he had not 
for twelve weeks. SMITH added that his acn had spent eix years in &@ eee 
academy and all his classmates were Officers, but his son was pagers he 
was not even @ Private First Class. SMITH gaid he had no idea in 
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of war his son was located, but he was out of the country. SMITH edded that 
this was no doubt better as he was responsible only for his own life. In this 
eonnection, SMITH gave the example of a Captain in the United States Arny he es 
knew who made @ wrong decision which coat the lives of two hundred men, and this 
Captain felt this burden on his heart and later tock his om life. - i oe Be 





- SMITH said that he had a speech scheduled in Denver, Colorado . 
and the City Council had granted the use of the City Auditorium which seated — 
3,000 people. He said thatadl the morning papers which came out on the day 
that his speech wis scheduled in the evening, announced that because of the 
organized resistance of the Jews and Commnists, that the permiesion which had 
been granted for the use of the Hall had been cancelled by the City Officials 
of Denver. SMITH said as @ result there were eo many phone calla made into the 
Mayor's Office that his switchboard was blocked and he again granted the use of 
the Hall for the meeting which SMITH was to address. SMITH said that the Com- 
muniets started picketing the Hall efter approximately three hundred people 
had entered,® ut that the America First members went out and took cere of © 
these Communists. Ce os : ee : . 
SUITH said he was approached by the Chief of Police; that the 
Chief had three hundred policemen et the scene; that the Chief of Police inquired . 
as to the nature of the speech he planned to give. SMITH stated that he replied —. 
, that he wis going to give the New Deal He--=. SMITH added that after he had yore 
finished hie speech the Chief of Police complimented him on it, endwanted to > 
! make a speech. However, SMITH stated he discouraged the Chief of Police, endes — 
by result the latter only took a bow before the mesting.e . Ns ree ee 


/ guymt stated that Sf the Jews wanted to stop anti-Semitic attacks 


“.'\ peing made on them, they should do two things. First, drop WALTER LIPSCHITZ 


Fr \ 


WINCHELL in the Atlantic Ocean, and second, stop the Jewish Rabbis from review a 
' “ang the book Under Cover" before their congregationse 0 2 
os. gird ettmeked WILLKIE a being of the Internationalist group- 
“: gaying thet it should be remembered that both he and ROOSEVELT pledged them 


. gelves against United States participation in the war during their campaigns. ..* ote 


SMITH related that WILLKIE had been scheduled to speak at a Presbyterian Com~ = 

ference in Detroit, Michigan, which was picketed by ebout five hundred members= 

ef thé. America First Committee. SMITH said thet thie made WILLKIE mad, and he + 
_ .epened with an oath against the America First group. SHITH said that WILLXIE: ..._ 
-. had come to Detroit a day early so that he could nake @ political speeches 20 ts, 
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SMITH stated that WILLKIE spent six days in England mingling with 
the common people and drinking beer in taverns, but in fact he had so many re- 
portera around him that the common people could not get near him. SMITH added 
that WILLKIE then flew beck to the United States and testified before the Senate 
Committee as en authority on the Lend-Lease program. 


SMITH told the group et instant meeting that the New Deal was 
rumored as having kicked General Marshall upstairs in a political move, and was 
not giving General MacARTHUR sufficient supplied in order that MacARTHUR would 
not be too victorious and gain too much popularity. SMITH said he had never _ 
publicly expressed himself in favor of MacARTHUR. However, he thought he was 
avery fine mn. SMITH added that if this political manipulation of the Arny 
was going on at the cost of hunger and lives of American soldiers, that ROOSEVELT 
and the New Deal were guilty of treason. 


SUITH said he was the first mean to advocate $50.00 per month for 
Privates in the United States Army, and he we met by the argument that this 
would undermine the morale of the Army. SMITH stated that it was not right te 
pay a man $10.00 a day for making a gun, while the Government was only paying 
60¢ per day to the man who is to use this gun and take a chance of getting shot. 


SMITH eaid that the United States is spending $6,000,000,000.00 
in South America an political projects, and that this money would mean $1,000.00 
apiece to 6,000,000 soldiers when they are mstered out of the Army, if it ms 
used for Americans instead of by the New Deal in foreign politics. 


SMITH then mode inquiry of the persons present at the meeting if 
they knew anyone who had been mastéred out of the service in the United States 
Army. When a number of hands went up in the crow, he said that these persons 
should have these veterans sign the petitions to Congress on behal? of war 
veterans which he would later pasa out at this meeting. 


SNTTH said that the soldiers om returning to this comtry would 
be forced to go about selling apples in order to make a living because unem- 
ployment would be so peevetens efter the war. | 


SMITH then gave the following T Point Program or Pintfora si 
the America ae groups 


~m_ 2. _. mee 
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1. America First in the war, by which he moant that Azorica’s 
_ welfare should be first in thie war as contrasted with 
Internationalisa. 7 
2. Nationalism with no compromise to cur sovereignty. 
31 Repeal He® Deal Fasdiaa. + 
4. Repeal war boondoogling and policy of dabbling in world 


"fa ke mnt iad am 
: I pvt+2usavuee 


$. Elimination of use of mails in furtherance of political 
a aims by incumbent office holdere at Government expense. 
-s 6. Wo labor draft, or plan that resuitsa in penal eervitude, 
= 7. Restoration of privete enterprise which means restoration 
a. of capitalian. 





& collection was called for by SMITH, the receipts of which he 


o defray the expenses of the Hall and traveling expenses of Mre. 
self as well eas their hotel bill. 


ie Silas te =... eA eT ee sre ¥en wee aawvw st wae 


A copy of the following report relative t tart meeting om pie 
January 16, 1944, was furnished to Special Agent by the Anti- 
Defamation League in Chicage om January 21, 1944: : 





"Gerald Le Ke. Smith Meeting 

Sunday, January 16, 1944 = 8300 PH. 
Curtis Hall - Fine Arts Bldges 

410 5. Michigen Ave. 


Meeting lasted from 8:15 PM. te 10:00 PM. Rov. Gerald Ls K. Smith, the 
speaker, occupied the rostrum by himself. Although six large chairs were 

on the spacious platform, Smith wes the only party to occupy same. He is 

® oneeman show. &t the conclusion of his talk, he rendered & prayer. Ap~ 
proximately 350 people attended and it was ebvious why a room of this size 
was selected as it appeared very easy to fill. About 55% of the audience 
were women of middle and advanced ages and the majority of the people seemed 
to be of a hard-working class. They seemed to be regular "America First” 
followers who believed in hie utterances implicitly. 


\ 
Qne of his principal attacks was against Waltep”’Winchell who he referred to 
as “Walter/fipschults", giving him a terrific tongue-lashing for his 
supposedly se utterences and Winchell's efforts in promoting “Union Nou". 
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He displayed the flag that was made up of symbols of all the principel 
“allied nations pottraying this to be Winohell‘'a belief ef a new flag 
for America. It brought a lot of jeers. 








John RoyMarlson and his book "Under Cover® came in for ancther lashing. 

He claimed the book was principally developed and printed for the pure 

pose of selling it to the "kikes® but they would be the suckers. Of course, 
everything in the book is a lie. 


Smith said the wave of anti-Semitism can be reduced if the Jews de two 
things: 1. throw Walter Winchell into the Atlantic Oceany 2. if the Rabbis 
es refrain from discussing and reviewing "Under Cover" from their pulpite. He 
ff discussed an incident he experienced in Denver uhere e meeting had been 
:(F arranged for him and because of the efforts of the Jews and Communists, the 
meeting was to be cancelled, but the ‘America First’ Party heard about it, 
and they stormed the Council and the moeting was held. 


He gave a tirade against the New Deal, President Roosevelt, Hopkina, Ickes, 
etce, and discussed the Baruch party for Hopkins. 


He spoke along Republican lines asking for support of the Republican candi- 
date, except Willkie, and if they did not select a candidate suitable to 
these people, they would celect a candidate of their Oe 


( smith mentioned that an effort is being made to orgenize the retu : 
veterans as a division of the ‘America First Party.* He said the soldiers 
returning today are receiving n6 pay and he criticized this procedure. 
nee, dl ane 
Smith is a great student of masa psychology and only a eter. ‘like himself 
could have taken up the collection that he did. It appeared everybody 
from $1.00 to $10.00 in a very organized manner which rs /{ Smith supere 
vised. Envelopes were distributed and after they were collected « second 
set of envelopes were distributed which was supposed to be deposited at the 
door where Mre. Smith stood with a few helpers, and he cautioned — to 


sai them to whe right party. 


Pamphlets and a leather-bound collection of .past issues of "The Cross and 
the Flag* were offered for eale and I subscribed for a copy of ‘Why I was 
Indicted’. 
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Smith said there weren't fifty people in this country doing the work 
he is doing, but if there were that many, he would like to know who 
' they are. William Grece's name was called from the audience. 


He asked the audience not to applaud every statement he mde - he knew 
that everything he said deserved applause, but if he had to stop every 
second it would drag the meeting out too long. He said he would indicate 
when to applaud and then they could go at it full force. 


Py Smith said there was no bigotry in his system, he is not cut to ren 
Rete dow any race or. religious group, he believes that all should be ene 
eee titled to their ow rights to worship as they see fit. ‘There is only 


one thing I em asking of these Jewish gentlemen and that is to leave me 
alone,* said Smith. 


I think one of the high points in his talk was his confession thet the 
constant disdussions and reviews of ‘Under Cover*® are bothering him. 


A woman at the door tried to get signatures on a petition for McCormick 
for President, bat she seened to have difficuity in getting signatures .* 


There is being enclosed to the Bureau with this report, the 
following méterial distributed at the macting on eared 16, 1944, by the 
subjects 





le Envelope for subscription to “The Cross and the Flag*. 
2 Envelope for pledges to the America First Party 
, 3- One leaflet purported to be a clipping from thaMashtngtoa 
Whirligig by CKERe 
4e One Petition to Congress in behalf of war veterans. 


t 

= There are also being enclosed to the Bureau, the following news- 
ae: paper clippings relative to the eet ing addressed by SMITH on January os 

| ; ‘ 1944, in ngasaeees Tllinofes 





1. Clipping fros Gago. Daily Rows taken from the issues 
of January 17, 1944. 


Spee: 2. Clipping from theAhicago Sun taken from the issue of 
y cious 17, 1944. ; 
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There is also being enclosed to the Bureau the following mterial 
received through b 2 
| , 1 


ENCLOSURES 


le Qne letter soliciting pledges to the America First 

Party, and envelope enclosed therewitn for reply 
on which postage was guaranteed to be paid by the 
addressees Gerald L. K. Smith 

Director and Organizer 

America First Party 

P. 0. Box 459 

Detroit 31, Michigan 


2e One letter fron Gerald Le Ke Smith and Certificate of 


Membership in Amavian Binet Dawtie Jaenad ta 


Ener, 
" pv 





3. One booklet Seis ae 0 They Indicted Wel* 
characterized on the front page as being a story of 
New Deal persecution by J. EDWARY JONES » 


TQ THE BURRAUs 

1. Envelope for subscription to"fThe Cnoes & the Flag®. 

2. Envelope for pledges to the America First Party. 

3- Qne leaflet purported to be a clipping from the 
Washington Whirligig by RAY TUCKER. — 

4. (ne Petition to Congress in behalf of war veterans. 

5S. One clipping from Chicago Daily News taken from 
issue of Jamary 17, 1944. 

6. One clipping from Chicago Sun taken from issue of 
January 17, 1944. 

To me letter soliciting pledges to the A4merica First — 
Party and envelope enclosed therewith. 

8. Qe letter from SMITH and Certificate of Momeree? 
in America First Party. 

9. One booklet entitled “And so They Indicted wet* 


REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO OFFICE OF ORIGIN. 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANT s 










9 e This symbol was usd 
— fin this report to of the Chicago Field Divie 
sion, given by the er ution in order that the icaeigs 
Field Division be furnished with literature and invitations to future meetings 
to be held by the subject in Chicago: 
47) 
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Spratele Assistant Attorney General Tom C. care 
62-3818 — hae © 
3/15/uh J. Edgar Hoover ~ = DinSet ers Federal Bureau of Rayest ication 





pet «qgRAID Le SWITH; 
wn ae | THE AVERICA FIRST PARTY} 
on. _ ° INTEREAL SECURITY ~ SEDITION. 


es 


f ; 
(oot. For your Curther information in eomection with your consideration | 
of this matter, there ia attached hereto a copy of an additional report 
at Chicago, Illinois, om March 9, 19h, by Special ae b 2c 
in the matter entitled "Gerald Lyman Kenneth Smith, with a 
conittee pe One Million; Internal Security (CG); Sedition.® | 
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* UNITED STATES GOVERN MENT 









pos on WP mn a ea, 
To : MR, ROSEN DATE: 3/6/44 S eten, 
FROM : C, S, Bellino eee 
SUBJECT: GERAID L. K, SMITH ae 

° MATL FRAUD ree ees 
5 oe 
. While talking to ur, Roy C. Frank, Attarney in charge a ore boveeaes 
of the Mai) Frauds Section in the Crimiral Division, he advised pie ae | 
that a 40-page summary was given to him Setting forth 2 J-"f wee ! 
possible violation of the Mail Fraud Statute on the part of far RB ea 
the above-named imividral, He stated that this summery was auid ee. : 
then briefed to 10 pages, and although he has’ not carefully te bette, i 
reviewed this matter at this time, he contemplates prosecutive — [ss Elie Tam | 
action being brought for @ possible wail Fraud violation | ray oe 

> against Smith, ~~ oie? ey . at } ee 

: ss ATION rh _— 

HEREIN iS UicSLASIIED,, A es 
noite td Viiuliddll the. _ fe. 
y, DATE__cohlen. By ean 39 aA papal 
hui Ppinro Heh ee 





3/419 SPM 





rJOHRN EDGAR HOOVER 


































ae 7 ( DRECTOR o ; af A fue Clegg 
aes ee ; : Mr. Coffey 
ae Federal Bureau of Investivgatian Mr. Glavin 
United States Department of Justice rk vace 
Mr. Nicho 
Washington, B. ¢. Mr. Ros 
Mr. Tr 
March 8, 19h Mr. Acers 
Calls 10:30 A.M. Mr. Carson: 
Dictation: 11:00 A.M. Mr. Harbo 
: je MEMORANDUM FOR wR. LADD Mr. Hendoo 
7 vy Se eee Mr. Mumford 
a fy RE: GERALD L. KE SUITH; 7  Qmeron FIRST Mr. Starke 
Led PARTY; INTERNAL SECYRITY; SEDITION. Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 
. Tele. Room 
Reference is made to the attached memorandum dated Mr. Nease 
March 6, 19, from Mr. Bellino to Mr. Rosen, advising that Mr. Mi us Beabm 


Roy C. Frank, Attorney in charge of the Mail Frauds Section in ° ™ 


— Gandy 
Criminal Division, has stated that the Department contemplates LE: FLL (HO 


prosecutive action against Smith for a Nail Fraud violation. 


aan a some ee al 


Mr. James KcInerney, who handles the Smith case in the Department, 
while talking with Special Agent Hanratty at the above-indicated time concerning 
the case, stated that the Department does not contemplate any action against Smith 


t at this time uncer the lail Fraud Statutes or any other ‘Statutes. He advised 
Be ee that sever, 1 weeks ago ) of New York City, who is associated 
“Ss with thp“Anti-Defarati BEUE, oO the Department and in talking with 


Mr. Lou ‘Schwartz of the Criminal Administration Section, suggested that a Mail 
Fraud case might be made out against Smith through showing that he has defrauded 


Attorney William Masser of the Criminal Division to look over this suggestion 
and thereafter Masser prepared a memorandum of some forty pages setting forth 





wae this memorandum included some miscellaneous data furnished ya 


Mr. NeInermey observed that he had not even known of the foregoing wmtil 
tes Masser's memorandum was completed and that upon reviewing Masser's memorandum he | 
ae 





ey is of the opinion that it was absolutely nothing other than. personal 
ay eae viewpoint that Smith is really not sincere and is exploiting owers by ' 
kel 


collecting sums of money fron them which Smith alleges are being aged "to keep 
America from becoming a bureaucracy." Ur. McInerney pointed out that there has 
been no showing that Smith is not sincere and stated that the Criminal Division 
definitely does not contemplate any prosecution at the present time against Smith. 


a : \ ¢ Mr. KeInerney indica 
= Ip 


ficentially that this entire thing was a 
In this connection you will recall that 
; : & as heretofore furnished the New York Office considerable data relative to Smith an 
: Me ‘, dther matters and that as concerns Smith this data, although generally informative, 
3 has not at all been sufficient to show any substantive violation. Mr. McInerney 
also intimated that Schwartz, in accepting suggestion, did not know the 
f the Smith case and that Masser wa overenthusiastic and not 
attentive to legal detail in reaching the c netivator that Smith could be. 
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his followers in collecting large sums of moey from them. Schwartz later assigned 


data which he thought might be sufficient to show a Mail Fraud violation. Apparentl 
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At this time kr. McInerney also revealed that the Criminal Division 
has received an extensive report of the Treasury Department's "Income tax 
violation® investigation of Smith. He said that on the whole this report 
is not reflective of any substantial violation but,on the contrary tends 
to indicate that Smith has not defrauded anyone and has kept his books in 
fairly good order. Mr. McInerney stated that he intends to send a copy of 
this treasury report to the Bureau for informative purposes. 


Resvectfully, 


Uw 


F. L Welch 
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=i Symormis on FACTS ny Pee Ae Ae eee oe 3 oe ee ee ; ee vy fe oe 


ey ees ae ae : On 530-44 ‘ee ‘the Ball Boon of he Public ~ oer, 
a: gpadtorium, Clevelant, Ohio, GERALD B. Ks © a a s 
SMITH addressed epproximately one thousana °.: 
“persons. QIITH in typical fashion attacked, : a 
- \ the administration's handling of the war. = 
‘veterans and liberal dreft > = 
". h4e followers to back MARTIN oe 
2 Governor of Ohio beceuse he was for, inertia 
le Fayet&, : SUITH ridiculed Willkie ané varned. 

o's the assemblage that Communism was attexpting | 
ae ali religion. . SMITH gnnouncea @ 


to @estroy.. 
National American First Rally t Sw Louis,’ 


aoe . March 25.. Guest speaker, DEAN aaTH, Laman 
“the blunders of the British 4n\the Burma © 
Campaign & and. abtacket our hone. Lease Policy. « ics 
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ss mer Letter from Detroit. dated Pobroary 38, Ase 


. a Oy 


at aes 


ary ‘29; 1944, ‘ gURALD Be x “gare, ae 


At 8 pa on. ‘Feprosry 

¥ — _ National: Director of: the America Tiret Party, 3%, 4 
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t 
admission. On the platform in addition to SMITH wag DEAN E. SMITH, Chicago, 
Illinois, former head of the Standard 011 Comp in Burma, Mrs. DAVID ‘STANLEY, 
President of thefUnited Mothers ofj.America, Hre§ MONREAL of the United” 






SWEENEY, <A tranecript of the spedch made by SMITE was obtained from 


"I want to congratulate you people on coming out here to listen to $79 
me on a night when a blizard is raging. You might know that I 
could not have a meeting in Cleveland without there being a blizerd 
or a cyclone. The lest time I was here, as I remember, there was 
@ blizard, and the time before that a near clondburst. One time, 
'e@lso, you had a tornado here, the worst in 10 years. These things 
I doubt if they could blame on America First party, although there 
are some people in this town who would if they could get by with it. 


"Some of you people, I understand, did not get invitations to this 
meeting wmtil very late. They were mailed out 2 weeks ago, but I 
have taiked to some of you who did not get your invitations until 
today. Those of you who got your invitations late hold wo your.. 
hends, please. About 20 people, I see. I don't want to condemn 
the Post Office for thie; these things were mailed thifd class, but 
Cleveland is the only place where we have any trouble getting 

them out. In Pittsburgh, people say they have already received 
their invitations which were sent out one week later than these. 
Perhaps the reason is e help problem, but 1f you would elect a 
Hepubd econ Wie would appoint a Republican Postmaster, it would 
probably remedy the condition. I don't want to roast the mail 
carriers, they are the most poorly paid people in America, for 
they are ae Service, and cannot nae in politics. 
"Roosevelt will not raise anybody's wages unless you play politics. 
Roosevelt does not help the soldiers; he was never interested in 
veterans. Congress was forced to pess the bonus bill designed for 
the first World War veterans because Roosevelt vetoed the bonus 
measure twice; And then only after 19 years had gone by since the 
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in Weshington. You've got to be a king, or duke or something like 
that to get anything in Washington. 


"They also finelly got a mustering-out pay bill for the soldiers 
passed, but it was a fight. The American Legion had to fient, the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars had to fight, and the great people's 
movements like ours had to say we were gotne to fight to a this 
law. 

t 


"I checked up in ~~ Free Prese the other morning, and an article 
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stated tnat the two-bit flophouses in Detroit were filled with many 
mistered out, wounded, or sick servicemen. Many of these men are penniless 
waiting for their benefits. | | 


"Some people sey you should not telk politics in a time of war; 1 wish 
we did no have to talk politics; I wish we had a president who lived up 
- to the best traditions of the Presidency in the past and did not want 
ran} = four + awn 


to run for a fourth term. Ags long as he wants four terns, I will fight 
him, wer or not. 





"Roosevelt would like to conscript everyone under the Bill #666 and to 
put you were he wants you, eo he can control you at election time this 

fall. If he outs people around rightly, he can carry any districts for 
the New Deal. I will talk politics as long as they use politics in 
their dealings with the armed service. 


"My son ie now in the Army in India, 12,000 miles from home. We did 
not hear from him for 4 weeks when he went over. I know he will die 
for his country and his flag, but he will not die for Frenklin and 
Eleanor, nor to keep them in the White House for 4 more years. 


"T want you ell to stand, please. Rise from your seats, and let us 
unite in repeating the Lord's Prayer, as we learned it in our 
respective churches. (The Lord's Prayer was then repeated in wnigon). 


"The press interviewed me some moments azo and asked me what I was 
going to do about SVEENEY's candidacy for Governor of Ohio. In both | 
primaries I will supvort candidates who always put America first, in 
this end any other campaign. I talked to MARTIN SWHEKEY this afternoon, 
end found him the sane Peder an MERTIN SWEENEY as before, unafraid 
Place their perty in éhe hands of SWEENEY, WHEELER, and REYNOLDS, the 
Denocretic Party will never come to life again after it is buried 

this fall. It must have new leadership. 


"T have talked to worsinz men, veterans, and many other people, and 

they all want a policy of putting America first. Mr. SWEEVEY could 
- not be here tonight but he was thoughtful enough to send Mr. TYLICKI 
his assistant, and I want him to come up and sit here on the = 
tforn dea Me WIICKT «a hand want wan? 


orm. MAYO Fide wi deh dee Tl Lh yg WV UO et bes 


"Some of you here tonight who are Republicans will say how can I vote 
for a Resublicen candidate if I support MARTIN SWEENEY for Governor. 
That does not enter into the situation now. Mr. SWEENEY is getting 
ready for the Democratic primary. Only Democrats can vote for him 
then, 
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"Who is this stooge of Burton's who is announcing hie candidacy for the 
Governorship? The Plain Dealer ssys that Herbert is Burton's man, | 

so it mst be that way. You people kmow that Burton is an inter- | 
nationzlist. He was part of the B2H2 group in the Senate and he wants 
_to get us into a super-duper world government, mede up of all the. 

races in the world. Of course, the U. S. must have some Solegetes, 

to write the checks and pay the bills. a ; 





"Burton is the Plain Dealer's men, an internationalist, and 2 ¥i11- 
kieite. The Willxie grow is the deadest political body in Anerica 
today. It is as dead as the Dodo. Tallc about the Japs and their hara 
kiri; Willie conmitted political hara kirt. Roosevelt has been trying 


en ake Mn eee eee ee ¢am 144 Tra 4 ed 
vO £Et Congress to pass a big tax bill. He has been trying to ram this 


bill down the people's throats. When Congress refused to pass it and put 
through a bill for 1/4 the amount the President wanted, Roosevelt vetoed 
it and sent a message back to Congress rentidlating Conereas and question . 
ing its intesrity. This act made even Barkley vomit on the floor. Sone 
seid that Barkley was a courageous statesman for his speech resigning 
the leadership but what Barkley wanted much more than his self respect 
was the votes of Kentucky when he comes up for re-election. Bartley 
knows that he must do something to get away from Roosevelt to win 


egain in Kentuctry. 





"When the President's tax veto w-s overridden, just one Republican 

in Conzress voted to sustain Roosevelt. That man was Burton, but 
Willkie, that exvert timer of political explosions, came out for a 
tax bill twich as high es the one Roosevelt wanted. If Congress 
doesn't like Roosevelt, it lilces Willkie and his proposal 1/2 as much. 
That is how Willkie committed political hara kiri, 








"We picketed a Willkie meeting in Detroit recently end that stopped 
him, Willkie threw hie hat in the ring in Washington, end St. Louis, 
and other places, but nobody seems to want to accept it, In St. Louis 
ba dee he had only 700 people at a meeting in an auditorium that will seat 
pe 3000. We had more there than Willkie did, and we are going back to St. 
[ 3 Louis for our National Rally of the America First Party on March 25th, 


and we will have 5 times as many people as Willkie could ever get. 


"after Willie's stand on the tax legislation, he 1s politically dead. 
He hes been sunk in the deep freeze and when he goes down he hag a 
little sinker tied around hie neck end Burton is that little lead: 
sinker that will go down with Willcte. 
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Republican ticket and Sweeney “gat the Democratic ee ie you 

‘¢an see that even the Republicans should vote for Sweeney. We want 
the best possible ticket on both sides. If we can redeem both 
parties the same way, that's good. The internationaliats would like 
to see the tickets with Tweedledee Roosevelt on one side, end 
Tweedledum Wilikie on the other. However, if we could get Wheeler on 
one side and another Zood man such ag Martin Sweeney on the other 
side we won't care who wins the election. 


"Petitions are now being circulated to get Martin Sweeney's name 

on the ballot for the Governorshinv. It takes just 1000 registered 
Democrats! sienatures to get him on. These vetitions will each hold 
about 25 names. How many people here tonight are willing to both 
sign and circulate one of these petitions? Fine, about 100 people 
raised their hands. Put that down, Plain Dealer, 100 people will 
circulate petitions for Martin Sweeney. 


"Now, how about those who are willing to sign and not circulate a 
petition? Probably about 250 of you. If we cet these petitions circu- 
lated, we'll at least sive Ohio a chance to get a man, Martin Sweeney, 
who places America first, and Martin Sweeney has been for America first 
right down thrmugh the years. I would vote for Martin Sweeney 1f for 


no other reason than that he was the man whe had guts enough te write 





Wee ie oe See 
te Tae 
3 


ees e letter to the King and Queen of Fngland and asked them to pay their 
Geet war debt, when they were here last. 
SE I em always glad to meet end hear from Mre. David Stanley, who will 


say something to you now that will take about 2 minutes. Mrs. 

Stanley and Mrs. Monreil and others have kept this United Mothers group 
gping even tho they have been harassed and persecuted, by our 

de SSS enemies. (Mrs. Stanley then geve a short talx congratulating Mr. Smith 
' on hia recent birthday and presented him with a silk American flae and 


a crucifix to represent the. "Cross and the Flag". 


- : Mr. Snith again took the rostrum and stated, that sometimes I am 
b- j tempted to indulze in self pity, because I em accused of many thinge, 
eae but here I an, the fourth generation of puipit-pownding, Bible preaching 
Christians. All my relatives were born in America from colonial deys 
on down, and they heve been heroes in many ware. Yet I go to Buffalo, 
end the bureaucrats, who will open the auditorium to Earl Browder and 
others of hie ilk, won't let me into the hall, because they say I 
am not a good American. 


’ 
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"Ny idea of a good election campaign this fell would be to change the . 
people's ideas of the national hero = Walter Winchell to Charles 


Lindberg. 


ny went to say that I am one reared in pack ostanciea: but I am with those 


who are Christians, of any faith. The Communists and other enemies of 
democracy are attempting to pit Protestants against Catholics, but do 
not fall for thet propaganda. 'Christians of the World, Unite'. I am 
going to tell you a little story, and provide you with a little 
symbolism, to show you how cunning this conspiracy to foment religious 
intolerance is. 


"A few weeks ago there eppeared in the "Sunday Visitor", a Catholic 
journal, a feature aticle named Lynn. In this piece, he swined at Huey 
Long and Gerald L, K. Smith, among others. I immediately sat down and 
wrote Bishoo Nau of the diocese publishing this paver, exoressing ny 
objections. The Bishop wrote me a very cordial reply, in which he said 
that the article'had appeared without his sanction and knowledge, and 
he epologized and said he could not prevent it's having gotten in the 
paper. He then offered to publish my reply to this article, if I de- 
sired. 


"Last Sunday, the "Sunday Visitor" printed my answer. It appeared on 
page 3, the most read pege of the "Sunday Visitor", which is the largest 
Catholic journal published. 


"I consider that the greet Catholic church stands wedged between the 
world and Communiem and Nazism. It stands as a symbol of opposition to 
these things, and will destroy then if it can. It is a crime to preach | 
the gospel of the church in the whole of Soviet Russia. If you don't 
preach the gospel the way Joe Stalin wants you to, you don't preach in 
Russia. 


"I have been condemned because I have placed the cross beside the 


flas Fhiaeée £7 424 eramen nent Par than “42mNBR AG thans nearer winsld hare hean 24 
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flag. Some of my Jewish neighbors do not like me, and some fizht ne 

for putting the cross beside the flag. I say, let the Jews have their 

synagogues and their Ster of David; if we deny them this right, 

we are un-Americen, for they have a right to thelr own faith. I would 

ae myself unworthy of that flag if I denied the Jews their liberty. 
So, why do the Jews fight and harass Father Coughlin and Gerald L. K. 

Smith? 


"We are going to have our ue: National America First Rally in St. 
Louis on “the | night of March 25th. young man has come here all the 
way from St. Louls. He is Mr. Don LOBECK, a he came here to help 


amange the rally. let's have him get up here on the platform. Give 


-6- 





CV. FO. #100~746 
him a good hand. 


"You people will begin to get invitations to the relly, and if you 
cen erranze to come to St. Iouis on March 25th, there will be a seat 
' reserved for you there. By that time, we should know how the 
Republicans and Democrats are coming along. If it looke like they are 
going to go internationalist, we will make the rally our nominating 
convention, and nominate someone for the Presidency at that tine. 
But if the Reoublicans don't etay away from Willkie, they will have 
en insurgent new party on their hands, Tf would rather have a perty 
thet polled only 10 votes than be doubled crossed by Willkie like we 
were in 1940. 





following, in Philadelphia. Congressman Cleire|Hoffman will speek with 


"Tomorrow night we are having a big relly in Fiftsburgh, and the night 
me at the Philedelphia meeting. 





Lease * "Maybe some of you eew the article appearing in Collier's Weekly, in 
- is the current issue. It was a 6page to 7 page article, on Gerald L. K. 
Suith, the mysterious rabble rouser from Detroit. 


"he article brings out three things: first, the writer of the article 
seys that every Federal Bureau ls investigated Gerald L. K, Smith end 
found his patriotism clean and untouched by subversion and dislovalty. 
Second, he also seys and edmits that their survey reveals thet we are not 
subsidized by any rich ancels, but by the plain people; our movernent is 
& great people's movement. . Third, he elso admits ( and this magezine is 
read by about 3,000,000 subscribers) that Gerald L. K. Smith is likely 
the belance of power in the next Presidential election, and the 
Stee Republican candidetes are all afraid to hurt Gerald Smith's feelings. 
- They are afreid to go toward me or away from me; I am the kiss of death 
to them. I appreciate that position. Also, the writer of the article 
ae tee eee discovered that we have over 3,000,000 enrolled members all over the 
ae rd U.S, They are in the areas where they will count the most, and have 
"ap Peete been scientifically presented in these areas by the party. The most 
Ble take 2 of these 3,000,000 are in Indiana, Ohio, and Michigan, the balance 
eee etates. Wo one can be President unless he takee at least 2 of these 
stetes, and they can't be carried by anyone without help of the America 
First peovle. We will vote only for those who will really put America 
firet. Churchill puts England first; Stalin puts Russie first; why 





' @oesn't Roosevelt put America first? 





"Tonight, everyone who has not received a collection envelope, put 
your hand up. HBveryone filling out an envelope tonight will get a 


Jus 
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picture of me, my wife, son, and daughter-in-law, on a calendar. Also, 
3f you don't already have a covy of it, amd make a donation, we will . 
give you a copy of Ed Jones' book, "So They Indicted Me". If you already 
have the book, you will be given the picture calendar. . 


"To those of you who zive $10 or more tonight, we will send a beautiful 
bound volume of "The Cross and the Flag", containing all issues fron 
the first one-down to the present. Some of these are now selling for 
$5 a copy. If you will write your name on the envelove, we will vrint 
it on the volume in gold. New we will pass out the enveloves end have 
them filled and collected. After you have filled your envelove and 
sealed it, watch it until it gets into the hands of the collector; 

some New Dealer may put it in his pocket. 





"We find that every time we sent out our invitetions in Cleveland third 
class, they got delivered late, and we have to send third class to 

get them through all right. I am going to make a report on this to 

the Postmaster. 


ee a ee es 


HYoy know, thie is not an ordinary political meeting; we are going to 
orgenize en ending for the meeting, with vrayers, facing the flag, 

and metxe £t more like a convention of the Catholic Dauzhters, or church 
deacons. 





Pr nr Tid 
Paine oe Bone 


"Until the country is rm like these meetings, we will always have 
trouble. Roosevelt has gleaned all the thieves and ballot stealers and 


pe . given then jobs, and they are the bureaucrats. There has never been 
, such a patronege machine, and there have never been so many election 
z= “ steelers. ‘ ‘ 


"We heve a men with us here tonight who is quite a distinguished 
visitor. He was Standerd 011 Corpany Chief in the Orient for about 

20 years, and lived in Rangoon for some time. A few years ago, he auit 
the comoany, for he could not understand thelr imertalistic politics 
in the Eest. He was in Rangoon when the Japanese bombed it, and he has 
lived under the British flag for most of those 20 years. He understande 


Bes British irocrielism and Japanese imperialiem, and his speech tonight 
an fits into the America First platform, for he and we are onposed to any 
ee world government. We want to keep our government in Washington, and 
pee never pernit the Communists, or England, or the dictator-minded people 
Po of Centrel Burove to have a hand in our government. Our next president 
‘> should not be named by Churchill, or our forelen policy be written by 


Stalin, They are our allies in winning the war, but Churchill has 
no right to say there will be a disaster if Roosevelt is not re-elected 
and if Congress goes Remublicangy And George Bernard Shaw should not tell 
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us that America never cen get anywhere as long as it keeps that "d-~-- 
Constitution". 


"I present to you a man who will tell you his personal experience over there 
in the area my son now is in, along with so many others. Mr. Smith, at this 
time, introduced Deen E. Smith, Chicago, Illinois. 


"The guest speaker went to greet details describing his personal experience 
during the Burma Campaign from December 7, 1941 to foril 1, 1943. He emphasized 
the blunders of the British Army during this period and attibuted this to 

the fact thet the British acts were smothered by red tape and Bureaus. 

He warned the assemblage that we would soon find ourselves in that condition 

if the present administration was not removed, Dean Snith then discussed the 
unfeirmess of our Lend Lease Policy which over supplies Greet Britain while 
almost nothing is given to China. Smith explained Great Britain's imoerialistic 
attitude and ite treetment of the Chinese. 


"Following this tals, a general question and answer p<riod occurred. It 
resolved into a conversation between Gerald L. K. Smith and Dean EB, Smith. 
Gerald L, K. Smith asked Dean Suith 1f, after we whip the Nazis, would Britain 
make a deal with the Japanese, if it served her interests at that time to cet 
out of the war, Dean Smith answered you don't have to wait until you lick 

the Nazis end ststed he wished he were permitted to say all that he could. 


"Gerald L. K. Smith ested the soeaker if it was not true that the British 
were such thorough innerlalists, that when they got into trouble in Malaya 
end Burma, with the Jaos nobody would help them, not even the Jenvanese. 

Dean Szith stated this was tras and went on to say that 4 people out of 5 
living under the British flag are its unwilling subjects and thet even after 
centuries of colonial rule, Britain had not won the affection of the subject 
peoples. 


"Dean Saith further advised thet he had never seen denocracy under the 
Eritish flaz, except in some of the Dominions. A few peovle have an econonic 
stranzlehold on the people of England end there is a rigid caste syatem in 
England, worse than the one in India. Gerald L. K. Snith stated that we 
will take all the help we can tet in the war, but that he doesn't want 
anybody telling him that Churchill is a second George Washington and 

Stalin a Lincoln. Gerald L. K, Smith stated that he asked Standard 011 

men in Sinsenore about the fact that o11 for the war in that area was 

being shipved 14,000 miles from the U. S. when there wea plenty of British 
oil in Arabia only 5,090 miles away, but no body could anewer this question. 
Dean Smith seid that there was plenty of O11 in Arabia to supoly the whole 
Far Eestern War, Gerald L. K. Smith seid he wanted these facts brought out 
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as a key to the gane the bureaucrats were oclayinz, giving away money, exhausting 
oil reserves, and getting us into a world government so the "7-caste boya" 
can run us. - : , : a wd é ' ms : 


Smith at this time brought the to a close. The . bow 
meeting was attended by Special Azsente and the writer. 
Pledze envelopes were distributed and pledges collected. Subscription 


envelopes for the Cross and the Flag" Smith's publication,were also distributed. 
At the end of the meeting, members of the United Mothers of America sold 
literature and took up a collection. 


-REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN- 





JPHa: WS a é 
62—1,3818 | 
3-21-44), | 
pee wv SD 
Es = ss Tom C. Claré& 
ona” pigentgipeger ower 
Je Edgar Hoover — Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 


“7 


GERALD Le Ke SIITH ee ue Vi ae pea eat 
cae : TO ATPICA FIRST PARTY . | 

oe ike INTENiAL SECURITY 
is SEDITION 


3 





For your further inforr-tion in your cona! deration of th!s CASS, 
there is attached hereto a covy of an additional report subritted by Special 


scent GS =* Clevoimd¢, Oto, on Varch 13, 1Whh. ie 


Enclos 


ALL INFORM!TION CONTAINED 


SC) et es OED j 
Bere: Bue oe tae TD ‘ 


: os DATE_zohfere 5x LTH h— 





er j 
aes A ie 
a oa {i 
at yf : 
err a 

per 


Sia 
oP 





| 7 oes ge ESIC 
ins ULIGATIONS SECTION | --tAccl o 
Nichols . 4, aa ‘Up 
Kouen MATTED Sib: an 


—_ Ft 


WAR £3 1944 PM. sr 










8 





APPOCPR TATE AGENCIES 
ALO EPPICES 
ADVPOLL CP RUT ING 
snipess cr CY 
paTr_\O 


Re: 


The following inform: tion concerning kas been unde avail— 
able by an official of the Ford Motor Compeny in are 


I aii Sa 
Taam. ¢ ies tae or tial 
my: sea Peale |: nee 
i ate eae RoE 
Panera oe 


PP Wied’ 7 


ed nahin ET pe: 


CLASS. 
Pp errata eae met RFASON-FCIM 
‘ 


DATE ll 
-_- 1 _ 





4-750 (2-71-79) r 


( ; XXXXXX 
7 XXXXXX 
XXXXXX 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


[ Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


XJ Deleted under exemption(s) ee 57 ee) with no segregable 


material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


(J Document(s) originating with the following government agencylies) __.- 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 





—— —— Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 
as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 








Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 





[] For your information: 








Q The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 
Pom’ e 2 Cy: OL IF 3 a ~~ “— 


XXXXXXXXXX 
_% DELETED PAGE(S) x 
¥ NO DUPLICATION FEE X 
XXKXXXK X _FORTHISPAGE xX 
XXKXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXKX 
XXXXXX 


Fei/o0/ 





a taal ie 











Of further pertinence to this matter is certain information recently re- 
ceived from a confidential source to the effect they Vi-patekrd Jone™, described as an 
oil man in Louisiana, lately contacted Gerald J. K, Seith at Detroit posing the inquiry 
as to “whether Seith was faniliar with the Kent case". ho further information is 
available as to $ interest in the matter, but it has been reported that prior 
to the interview at the Ford Conpany described above, discussed the Kent case 






with th and Smith thereafter souzht to make an appo at the Ford Company for 
interview. Relative oa en Joned, the confidential source of informa- 
ua 


BS stated that this individual ts a close aesociate of Smith and was formerly x 
employed ae an official of the N.R.A. Reportedly he resigned this position and was 
thereafter the defendant in several fraud suits instituted against him by the Govern- 
ment charging dishonesty and fraudulent methods while attached to the government's 
eervice. It is reported that Jones has recently published a book “And So They 

Indicted Me" in which he allecgee that he was “franed" and otherwise imposed upon even 
though these suits were dismissed. 


Concerning Gerald L. K. Smith and the Peace How Novement, both mentioned 
several times heretofore in this memorandum, it is noted that both have been thoroughly 
investigated. However, the Criminal Division of the Department of Justice has not 
indicated that the activities of either are sufficient to warrant any prosecutive ac- 
tion under Federal statutee. Smith resides at Detroit and currently ie engaged in 
the promotion of the America First Party, which, he asserts, is a third political party. 
He issues numerous publications and makes frequent public speeches and from time to 
time his criticlama of the government and its policies have been alleged to be possibly 
seditious. The Peace Now Moverent, as its name would signify, ie a pacifist organiza- 
tion, the objective of which is the realization of an immediate negotiated peace. 

The headquartera of this organisation are at New York City, and according to report its 
influence has never been extensivs, and what little support it once had 1s rapidly on 
the wane. 


E : 5b} 

The conviction of Kent apparently occasioned some caonment in the British 
Parliament and in this conhection there is attached hersto a copy of an articls con- 
cerning the matter which appeared in the Novenber 12, 191, edition of the "Kashington 
Times-Herald*. It is noted that was reportedly in possession of a 
copy of this article and display official of the Ford Motor Company during 
the course of the interview recounted previously in this remorandus. byw 
Attachment _ Phy - oi : 
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Commons AIRS. Suc CABLES 
FQ ROOSEVELE 


TO EVEL 
4 | Weasaces Exehenged Behind Chamberlain's Baek, 
.P,. Charges 


By Arthur Sears Henning 


Queations in the British House of Commons yesterday regarding 
Winston Churchill's cablegrams to President Roosevelt behind the back of 
Prine Minister Chamberlain brought into the open a cas of mach aa ca 
ing in official eireles here. 


The question put to the government in the esas of Commons was 
whether a British subject who sent telegrams to Mir. Roosevelt and thereby 
evaded the censorship had been prosecuted. Thus the reference was confined | 
to communications sent to the President by Mr. Churchill, who at the tine 
was First Lord of the Admiralty in the Chamberlain cabinet. 





Ro Information on Subject . ‘ 
The understanding here is that not only cablegrans from Mr. - | 


a Churchill to Mr. Roosevelt behind Chamberlain's back but from Mr. Roosevelt 
ae we to Mr. Churchill ere involved. The White House in response to an seer 
trot: A yesterday professed to have no information on the subject. 


The correspondence is supposed to have related to British end 
American policy regarding the Buropean war. Among the questions touched © 
upon are said to have been a more vigorous prosecution of the war than had 
been achieved by Mr. Chamberlain and the possibilities of the watted Stetes 
taking an active pert in support of Great Britain. 


le 
old 


_ According to one version, the device of the lend lease legislation \ 
for circumventing the United States neutrality law and the Johnson Act for~ 
bidding extension of eredit to Britain as a war debt defaulter was discussed 
in this secret correspondence between the Asorican President and the earth 
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Passed Throuch Eebassy 
Disclosure of the text of the cablegraus would esteblish whether 
Mr. Churchill invited or Mr. Roosevelt made eny commitacnts of the United 


States Government to a policy of aiding Britain that was not contemplated by 
existing United States law. 


From the outbreak of the war the President had been under fire for 
permitting, if not encouraging, William C. Bullitt, American Asbassador to 
France, and other American diploszts to encourage France and Poland to get 
into the war with promises of American support. 


The correspondence between Nr. Churchill and the President passed 
through the American Embassy in London. Tyler Kont, e young American ou- 
ployed es a clerk in the embassy, made copies of the Churchill and Roosevelt 
cablegrams and ehowed themto Capt. Archibald Ramsay, a member of the House ~ 
of Commons. 


Leak Traced to Kent 


The leak of the correspondence soon became kmown and the responsi- 
bility therefore was treced ta young Kent. The vengeance of the Britiah 
and American governments for this breach of trust was swift and certain. 


Joseph P. Kennedy, then American Ambassador to Great Britain, dia- 
oharged Kent, and the British government immediately arrested him on charges 
of espionage. After Kent had been held in jeil for some tine he was given 
a trial. The esplonege charges fell flat, but he finally was convicted of 
larceny of government documents and sentenced to seven years in prison, where 
he now is. , . 
Captain Ramsay, who had been show or given copies of the corre- 
spondence, was placed under detention under the Defense of the Reelm Act. 


Morrison's Answer 


_ Phe question was brought up in Commons yesterday by Richard R. 
Stokes, a Laborite who is a bitter opponent of Prime Minister Churchill. 
Answering the question, Home Secretary Herbert Morrison saids 


"Wo information can properly be given out about confidential docu- 
ments which were extracted from the American Embassy, but whatever say have 
been the nature of the docusents in question they do not provide the | 
glicghtest foundation for the suggestion that someone has been guilty of 
evading the censorship or contravening the defense regulations.*® 
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John McGovern, independent Laborite, then said: 


"Carnot the home secretary Bay whether any of these cablegrans or 
messages were sent by the prime minister behind = back of the thea prime 
minister (Chamberlain)?° { re 
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Borriscn seid he had nothing to add ts his answer. 
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I am attaching a memorandum getting forth certein date re- a oe 
cently received by this Bureau which indicates thet one 7 b Te a 
and other persons are attempting to secure large sum ieee Pe ae 

.o be used in securing copier of alleged eeblegrans saldte > Oo 
have teen exchanged between ha Prezident and Wr, Churchil). : | 
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= )eness alleged cablegrens ere gaid to relate te the - 
ealiad tyler Kent espionage cece an England and reportedly the - 4 
‘persens intereeted in this endeavor intend in “exposing the eable- i (ik 
gress? to eabsrrass the President and bring about a situation >. i ee 
- favoring pmegotiated peace, = oP bs So ea ne 
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Does 
woe 
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oo Pe agngaght this inforsatt should be brought te your atten 

> ghon ke of possible interest to the President. Ko action relative == 
to the satter is contemplated by this Bureau at thie tine, but ia. en 
the event further information of pertinence is reeeived, it will, =. 


sof courses, be. immediavely relayed to YOUs 
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Soe  .  Bineerely yours, <>. Ae es 


sect cabiee teTh nn. Pe 


ee i fre 
_ da ee om 
7 tte 







. or a ns 34 Barer Hoover 
SPELANENQUATION CONTAINED Fo 
RECRRIDE RCT 


“a ‘ 
rhe 
¥ Vi - 
+ bee 7 = . 
bec : ts ag erate 4it 





z 





» 
? 
ae edge 
eh id 2 . 
. gt Tesi 
Rae oo. 
- by . = 
a \ 
a a 


ar Sen en Oe va One ere et er ke er dpa ane coe ae lle lt te ee See ae Ne 







( ~ i 10-287 Mr. Toleon 
Ay » Mr..E. A. Tamm_ 









. : ° Mr. Clegg 
; Mr. Coffey_- 
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United States Department Mr. Ledd 
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ere ¢ uly Mr. Mumford 
RE: G Le K. SiilTH Mr. Starko 
AMERICA FIRST PARTE  ---ccccvimtr cP. Quinn Tamm _ 
INTERNAL SECURITY ! nee recess eee 2 Tele. Room 
SEDITION ro OS MTIZICEOUN oo Mr. Nese NI 
Geo ee Miss Beabm ae 
Information has recently been received in connection_with this y; a 


_ dnvestigation, as well as from other sources, to the effect that certain 

d parties nara etiam ve to secure large sums of money from various wealthy péot Pe, 

“ instance theford liotor Company) to be used in securing access to copies of certain r BS 
eae ported cabldgrams which allegedly passed between President Roosevelt and Prime Minister ‘ 
Bee :.” Churchill, Allegedly these cablegrams showed that the President: and the Prime Minister |, 
“xii >s (even before the latter held that posifion) conspired with one another in an effort to 
ue” ~*~. cause America's entrancg into’ the war without proper justification. These efforts relate’ 
.» * t6 the well-known Tyler{tent, Espionage case in England, and it would appear that the % 
| * persons behind these e Ss are rested in embarrassing the President politically x, 
wre. ~ and through the publication of these reported cablegrams to discredit the war effort 
aeaig it ¥Y ~ and thereby cause a negotiated peace. In view of the ramifications involved, detailed 
“* \ dnformation which has been received by the Bureau in this regard is ‘set forth in the 
ee following paragraphs. u Tne werent den 2 wee en I = ei tare carn RRRARIE SREB ner 4 est ma 
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As to the part ed by Gerald L. Smith in this entire affair, it is noted 
that according to wha told went over this entire discussion with 
i Smith for a period of elve hours indicated that Smith was interested 
re oa and thereafter Smith made an sppointment. for to be interviewed by an official of 


the Ford Company. \A_ 


1 

oe | It has also been learned through a technical source at Detroit that on 

cy February 11, 19h, J. EdwareJones, an oilman in louisiana, contacted Smith's office 
we 4 telephonically and inquired ‘of Smith's secretary as to whether Smith was "familiar with 


the Kent case." At that time Jones advised that he had had a recent conference with 


Mrs. Kent and wished to discuss this particular case with Smith. It is noted that J. 
Edward Jones is a friend and close associate of Smith and was formerly employed as an 
Cate official of the NRA. He reportedly had difficulties with Secretary Ickes and eventmally 
sent resigned his position. ‘Thereafter, several fraud suits were instituted against him by 
OU een the Government charging dishonesty and fraudulent methods while attached to the 7," 
“Harelhd IRIchkst w 
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service. These suits were later dismissed and recently Jones has published a book 
with Smith's help (called So They Indicted Me") wherein he alleges that Secretary 
Ickes and other "bureaucrats® are attempting to persecute hin, 





- Relative to the Peace Now Movement, it is noted that in connection with the 
investigation previously information has been received from time to time that the leaders 
of the group are very much interested in the Tyler Kent case and are of the opinion that 
- Kent was unjustifiably convicted. They apparently believe that if they can make an | 
a di texpose" showing that this was the case and that Mr. Churchill and hir. Roosevelt "con- 
spired to cause the war" a great boon can be gained in behalf of the pacifist movement, 
eventually resulting in a negotiated peace. In contrast to s interest in the 
matter which seems to be entirely political, it ssa) aaa a t the Peace Now 
Movement's interest is that of promoting pacifism. 
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temorandum for kr, E. A. Tamm 







Although nothing appears in the ' iate 
the allegations o an 
te at an cle ch appeared in the November 12, 19), 


Won or ene washington Times-Herald states that at about that time a heated 
discussion was engaged in in the British Parliament relative to the Kent case. This 
article indicates that some members of the Parliament asserted that the Kent case had [,7t 
definitely shown that Hr. Churchill had gone "behind the back of Prime Minister 
Charberlain" in communicating with Mr. Roosevelt by cablegrams encoded at the American 

and is attached 


Embassy. A copy of this article was furnished to Vrg° ities by 









ee hereto for your information. also furnished Er. Bugas h a copy of Liss 
“e%—-Rankin's speech made before the House of Representatives on December 8, 1912. 
pial The Bureau's files are reflective of no information which can be identified 
with | pb? 
“mrt ACTION: 
| As indicated, the above-set-forth data is brovght to your attention for 

ies informative purposes. This information is not being disseminated to outsid cles 
‘is and no specific investigation pertaining to the efforts of anc 

3 of the type outlined above has been made by the Bureau. The bureau in connectio bw 


— Fail F A =ze— 7c '? watt ne ee | an Pena BB 


, Witn 1Lts investigation of Gerald L. K. Smith and the Feace Now Movement, will 

re probably receive additional information concerning this matter if these individuals 
om continue their activity toward making an issue of the so-called Tyler Kent case, 
and in that event any further data of significance will immediately be brought to 


your attention. 


Respectfully, 


‘D. f e Ladd el 
Attachment om . 








+ 
ee 


L INFORMATION CONTAINED 


meee ee LS 
Liem te [rw wi 


fi 
Litt LOGE DYP Fhe de 


SUS Sila) 


A perusal of the Department of State 
bulletins covering the period from the 


’ Atlanti¢ Conference of August 12, 1941, 


to the attack on Pearl Harbor, December 
7 1441 discloses only a single item re- 


inting to Japan—a brief mentton of repa- 
triation of American and Japanese ne- 
tionals in the bulletin of October 11, 
1941, page 276—though this weekly 


journal of the State Department was re- 
plete with even trivialities regarding 
other countries during this period, thus 
indicating that the American people 
were not being fully informed as to the 
negotiations with Japan. On December 
15, 1041, a week after Pearl arbor, Pres- 
ident Roosevelt released a message to 


Hongress purporting to cover the negati- 


ations with Japan. 
While candid admission that any of 


the communications sent Japan consti- 
Fito : Himatum is nn made He 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 









1941, it becomes proper to * inquire, 
“From whom are these statistics being 
coticealed?” 

As a Member of Congress, I was, of 
course, able to exercise my congressional 
prerogative of securing this data from 
an administrative department. Because 
of its allegedly confidential nature, I can- 
not, however, reveal it at this time. 


However, a perusal of other sources 


tent to which the Roosevelt administra- 
tion invoked economic sanctions against 
Japan in the months between the Atlan-~ 
tie Conference and the attack upon Pear! 
Harbor. For instance, in the New York 
Times of August 17, 1941, page 7, we read: 


Vice Prealdent Waluacs, the chairman— 


Of the Economic Defense Board— 


today confirmed reports that this group wss 
already working on projects for exerting 


ware Rall 









t 
throws considerable light upon the ex- | 
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Committee on July 24, 1941, as reported 
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in the Department of State Bulletin of 
July 26, 1941, page 72, and also in the 
Baturday Evening Pest of February 7. 
1942, page 26: 

Now, tif we cut the ail of, 

The Japanese— ate: 
probably would nave gone to the Dutch Res 
Indies & year ago, end you would heve haa 
war. 


Whereupon, immediately after the At- 
lantic Conference of 2 weeks later, Mr. 
Roosevelt proceeded to inyoke these self- 
acknowledged war-producing sanctions. 

Was it not strange that Mr. Roosevelt, 
who, by refusing for years to enforet tne 
Neutrality Act of 1936 to prevent ship- 
ments of war supplies to Japan despite 
popular demand, had largely contributed 
to supplying that nation with the rew 
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materials for the armament now: being 
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Use 
; ‘ hostilities on the part of Japan 
{ mentarily possible. * ¢ © On the: anime 


November 27, 1941— 
the Chief of Naval Operations sent 
a@ me 
to the commander tn chief of the Pacifie 
Fleet, which stated in substance that the dis- 
patch | was to be considered a war warn- 
ing * " that Japan was expected to 


Pee Pen a0 aggressive move in the next few 


: _ Additional warnings were sent 
. ber 28, November 29, November on 
_ cember 1, December 3, December 4, De- 
os cember 6, and December 7—the last one 
arriving in Hawail after the Japanese 
ore eneet had begun. 
us, we see that for 2 weeks pri 
‘the Pearl Harbor attack altos: daile 
warnings had been sent, not to mention 
mer olen precautionary dispatches 


om 
co me 


ee et 


done in the way of warnings is hard 

to see. Indeed, do not the frequency, 
- urgency, the very wording of these warn- 

+ . ings, indicate in themselves that the 

Pearl Harbor attack came as no surprise 
; whatever to the President? 
iS. * Why, then, were our forces taken un- 
roc awares December 7, 1941? Apparently 
~ simply because a deep-rooted and tradi- 
e tional sense of overconfidence insulated 
our Pacific commanders from taking 
, these warnings seriously. 

Has Prime Minister Churchill ever ad- 
mitted attempting to get the United 
States into thls war? 
*; Yes: quite frankly—after we were in. 
Why was it that previously he said he 
wanted only the “tools”? In February 
1942, in a speech delivered before the 
House of Commons in an effort to save 
his administration at the time of the fall 
of Singapore, this boast was wrung from 
him—as reported in the New York Times 
of February 16, 1942, page 8: 

When I survey and compute the power of 





* the United States and its vast resources and 
od feet that they are now in it with us, with 
Ra. the British Commonwealth of Nations all 
4 503290—444 
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What more could have been 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 


together, however long it iasts, till de 
victory, I cannot believe that there aay 
other fact in the whole world which can com- 
pare With that. This ts what I have dreamed 
of, almed at, and worked for, and now it has 
coms to pass, 


A blunt acknowledgment, surely. 

Has either Mr. Churchill or Mr. Roose- 
velt ever acknowledged that the Atlantic 
conference was the specific occasion of 
their efforts to get the United States into 
the war by embroiling us with Japan? 

It is hard to see what else the fol- 
lowing admission from Mr. Churchill’s 
Speech in Parliament, January 28, 1942. 
as reported in the New York Times of 
ae fate, page 10—can be called: 

2g been the policy of the Cabi 
almost all costs to acid erabroliment sided 
Japan until we were sure that the United 
States would also be engaged. * © © 
On the other hand, the Probability since 
the Atlantic conference, at which I discussed 


these matters witn President Roosevelt, that 
the United States, even if not herself at- 
tacked, would come into the war in the Far 
East and thus make the final victory assured, 
seemed to allay some of these anxieties, and 
that expectation has not been falsified hy the 
events. 


This, would seem to indicate that not 
only did President Roosevelt accede to 
Churchill’s pressure to send an ultima- 
tum to, and impose sanctions upon, 
Japan but made a blanket commitment 
to bring America into the war even if 
Japan did not attack. 

A very curious piece of evidence ap- 
peared in the Saturday Evening Post of 
October 10, 1942, page 9, in an article by 
Lt, Clarence E. Dickinson, United States 
Navy, entitled “I Fly For Vengeance.” 
Lieutenant Dickinson relates: 

On this cruise we had sailed from Pearl 
Harbor on November 28— 


1941— 
under absolute war orders. Vice Admiral 
Wm. F, Halsey, Jr., the commander of the 
aircraft battle force, had given instructions 
that the secrecy of our mission was to be 
protected at all costs. We were to shoot 


a 


“ 
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down anything we saw in the sky and 
bomb anything we saw on the ed In iat 
way, there could be no leak to the Japs. 


Could such orders have been issued b 
Vice Admiral Halsey except by specific 
paldibt yes Be Commander in Chief 

amely, e esid i 
reste ent of the United 

In other words, if Lieutenant Dickin- 
son's account is true, did not the Presj- 
dent at least 9 days before the Japanese 
attack on Pearl Harbor, without a dec- 
laration of war, authorize an identical 
attack upon the Japanese—also without 
a declaration of war? 


Today approximately 1,000,000 Ameri- 
can boys are fighting from fie 
eight thousand miles away from home. - 
The American people are willing to 
Struggle for the “four freedoms” but we 
realize that we must retain them at home 


L if, we are zoing to give them to others. 


Exercising our traditional right of free 
speech and free Inquiry, we are going to 
continue to ask and to seek answers to 
all questions as they arise. 

When are we going to get the full story. 
of what happened at the Atlantic Con- 
ference? We asked for it then and ask 
for it now. 

When President Roosevelt had so per- 
sistently refused to enforce the Neutraiity 
Act against Japan when public opinion 
definitely demanded it, why did he so 
suddenly change his policy at the Atlan- 
tic Conference? 

A year ago, one of my congressional 
colleagues, having observed for months 
the adroitness with which President - 
Roosevelt had brought us ever closer to 
the brink of war in the Atlantic only to 
be continually frustrated in the final 
step by a reluctant Congress, seeing fate 
present the President on December 7, 
1941, with a magnificent moral categori- 
cal, Nght out of the blue—a casus belli 
beyond all criticism—exclaimed in de- 

spair: “What luck that man has!” 

But was it luck? 
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- of America PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 77° CONGRESS, SECOND SESSION 


- Geme Questions About Pearl Harbor | ists?_His book, propaganda in the Next | friend of the president—make the fol- 
seins oo War, published in London in 1938 as one lowing significant revelation: 
‘ ‘ REMARKS of a series of books on The Next War va 
edited by the well-known writer, Capt. sald ee 
Liddell Hart, was panned from export to President Roosevelt and Prime _. 
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Re ¥ i ister Churchill— 
s HON. JEANNETTE RANKIN America by th- British censorship in 
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« IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
. Tuesday, December 8, 1942 


, Miss RANKIN of Montana. Mr. 
Speaker, we have been at war 4& year. 
During that time the American people 


Bees have had abundant opportunity to take 
oF stock of the Nation’s situation and to 
’ raise a large number of pertinent ques- 
ae tions, not out of any spirit of disunity 
C .* but in a firm belief that the Nation’s wel- 
a 


fare requires a vigilant exercise of the 
traditional American right of free in- 
ry quiry. 


Lad 


' against the declaration of war on De- 
Gember 8, 1941, I wish to take advantage 
* of this anniversary occasion to insert 
into the Record a number of historically 
significant documents bearing upon the 
oT : hitherto obscure antecedents of the Pearl 
mS Harbor attack and to raise a few ques- 
a tions of my own as to the meaning of 
certain activities which led up to that 
attack. 
oe Pearl Harbor was the greatest thun- 
= derbalt in American history. It is proper 

é to inquire, indeed, whether any responsi- 

ble American source foresaw the Japa- 
nese attack. In this regard I wish to 
e present the following remarkable state- 
. ment, amounting to a predicilon, fram 
the Christian Century mugdeine of No- 
vember 18, 1941—-3 weeks prior to the 
Japanese attack—page 1433: . 

It is no secret that the whole colonial 
atructure of the white empires ia threatening 
to fail apart unless we intervene in Asia. 
Many British leaders would welcome Amert- 
can involvement with Japan. * *. * So 
the thesis of Sidney Rogerson’s pre-war bock 
Propaganda in the Next War—that the 
surest way Britain can bring the United 
States to her aid wil) be to involve us in war 

i with Japan—is being validated by events, 


“Show me the motive, and I'll show you 

Se the criminal,” was a favorite saying of 

: Sherlock Holmes. Here we haye an ap- 

parently well-defined motive and also a 

, suggestion as to the intended method of 
* ° _  yealization. 

What does Mr. Rogerson, who is an 

English author, have to say specifically 

+. . _. Bbout the plans of the British imperial- 
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perialists: 


zen, before the Republic will again take arms 
As a Member of Congress who voted - 


wer than by imposing economic sanc- 


josuu head-ou. ke uskhed the Presideit—us 
the British, Australiana, and Dutch repeatedly 
had besought this Government beéfore—to 
join in an ultimative declaration to Japan. 


Now, an ultimatum is a demand ac- 
companied by a threat. It sets up a 
dilemma: “Do so and so—or else.” In. 
this case the punitive alternative to- be 
offered to Japan was to consist, as we. 
shall see, of an economic blockade—in | 
other words, sanctions—an admitted: 
provocation to war. ot 

But of what demand was the ultime- : 
‘tum itself—the first horn of the dilemma - 
to be offered to Japan—to consist? And ' 
what evidence do we have that President . 
Roosevelt actually accepted Mr. Church- © 
ill’s Atlantic conference’ request: that 
such an ultimatum be sent? 

There seems to be excellent evidence 
that such an ultimatum was sent by 
President Roosevelt. No less an apolo- 
gist for the administration’s foreigr pol- 
icy than Mr. Henry Luce, editor of ‘Time, 
Life, and Fortune, has admitted both. 
that President Roosevelt served such an 
ultimatum on Japan, and chat it was the 
sending of this ultimatum which -re- 
sulted in the Pearl Harbor attack, Mr. 
Luce alleges that the ultimatum was 
sent out of America’s love for China, but 


.dnasmush as it warsent ot Mr, Church. . 
ill’s instigation at a time when Britain? 


desperately needed an ally in Europe as 
well as in the Orient and not at the be- 
ginning of the Sino-Japanese war, dur- 
ing which indeed we continually sent to 
. Japan both oil and scrap tron, may not 
the American public wonder whether 
it was the interests of the British Em- 
pire in the Orient which were primarily 
at stake? Here is Mr. Luce’s historic 
44mission, as found in Life magazine for 
July 20, 1942, page 30: 

The Chinese, for whom the United States 
had delivered the ultimatum that brought on 
Pearl Harbor— 


Expected large lend-lease shipments, 
and so forth. , 

Just what was the wording of the ul- 
timatum, then, since its existence is ad- 
mitted? 


bine hihi y Ul Culisnteoss, ac, ceet, utile 
now reposes in the rare-book room. On 
page 148 Mr. Rogerson makes this ad- 
mission as to the plans of the British im- 














To persuade her— 


The United States— Ae 
to take our part will be much more 


Than in 1914— 
so difficult as to be unlikely to succeed, It 
will need a definite threat to America; a 
threat, moreover, which will have to be 
brought home by propaganda to every citi- 


difficult— 


in an external quarrel, The position will - 
naturally be considerably eased if Japan were © 
involved and this might and probably wou'd 

bring America: in without further edd. - At. 
any rate, it would be a natural and obvious 

object of our propagandists to achieve thig, 
just as during the Great War they succeeded 
in embroiling the United States with Ger- 
many. 


In other words, 3 years before Pearl - 
Harbor, Britain’s imperialists had figured - 
out just how to bring the United States 
once more to their aid. . 

But exactly how was Japan to be em- 
broiled with the United States? There 
is no better way of goading a nation into 


tions, especially in the case of nations 
evel é6f essential raw MmateHals> “In-” 
deed, at tne very time Mr. Rogerson was 
writing his revealing book, the phrase 
“economic sanctions. mean war’—an 
echo from the League.of Nations’ threat 
to Italy in 1937-—was stil] on everybody’s | 
lips. If Bzitain were merely to induce 
the United States to sever commercial 
relations with Japan, who was extremely - 
dependent upon imports,of raw materials . 
fin exchanze for silk and manufactures 
for the continuance of her economic life, 
would not that suffice? 

Is there any evidence of any: specific 
occasion on which the British Govern- 
ment sold this policy of economic, sanc- 
tions against Japan to the Roosevelt ad- 
ministration? In the Ladies Home Jour- 
nal of July 1942, page 17, iman article 
entitled “How War Came,” Forrest Davis 
and Ernest K. Lindley—an intimate 
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requirement made on September 3, 1941, 
that Japan accept the principle of “non- 
disturbance of the status quo in the Pa- 
cific’ as detailed in the Department of 
State Bulletin of December 20, 1941, page 
638, apparently constituted the gist of 
the Roosevelt administration’s demands. 
This requirement was the equivalent 
to asking Japan to guarantee the invio- 
lateness of the white empires in the 
Orient, of which the British Empire com- 
prised approximately 90 percent in both 
area abd population. The American 
people would have been gratified had 
President Roosevelt demanded assur- 
ance that Japan respect the territorial 
integrity of the Philippines, to whom 
we had agreed to grant independence in 
1946, but the American public may well 
wonder where President Roosevelt got 
the authority to conduct our foreign af- 
fairs “as if Congress did not exist’— 
to quote one of my colleagues—and to 
commit American lives, fortunes, and 
prestige to securing a guaranty for Brit- 
ish and Dutch imperial interests in the 
Orient—tirrespective of the merits of 
those interests. 
Later, more specific guaranties were 
demanded of Japan as to China, Indo- 
China, and so forth. 
Concurrently, Japan was presented 
-ene other horn of the dilemma 
hatched at the Atlantic conference; 
namely, economic sanctions of ever-in- 
creasing severity. 
What is the evidence that the Roose- 
velt administration, which had frozen 
Japanese assets in this country as early 
as July 25, 1941, rapidly accelerated tts 
economic strangulation of Japan fol- 
lowing the Atlantic conference? 


To secure an accurate statistical an-’ 


swer, I applied to both the Department of 
State and the Department of Commerce, 
asking for mohth-by-month figures on 
American exports to Japan in 1941. To 
my surprise, I received from both De- 
partments an identical response: “Be- 
cause of a special Executive order, sta- 
tistics on trade with Japan beginning 
with April 1941 are not being given out.” 

Inasmuch as the Japanese certainly 
know what they received in the way of 
goods from the United States throughout 
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‘mately prove disastrous. * °* * 





In other words, in less than a week 
after the Atlantic Conference the ma- 
chinery of economic sanctions was get- 
ting under way. . 

Six weeks later the economic strin- 
gency in Japan had become acute, as we 
read in the New York Times of October 
24, 1941, page 36: 

Japan’s raw-material shortage has been 
sharply aggravatcd and her industrial activ- 
ity Seriously disrupted by the cessation of her 
trade with impcrtant foreign countries, the 
Depattment of Commerce reported today. 

Ship movements and trade between Japan 
and the United States, the British Empire, 
and the Netherlands Indies, it is pointed out, 
have become virtually nonexistent. 


By December 2, 1941—5 days before 
Pearl Harbor—we read in the New York 
Times of that date, page 6: 

Japan has been cut off from about 78 per- 
cent of her norma! imports as a result of the 
Allie@d blockade, the National Industrie] Con- 
ference Board reported yesterday. In an 
analysis entitled “The Effects of the Allied 
Economic Blockade on Japan,” the Board 
asserted that despite the drastic restrictions 
imposed by that Government to stretch out 
available supplies, the blockade may ulti- 


“Premier Hideki Tojo of Japan dispatched 
the Kurusu mission to Washington because 
Japan today is on the verge of economic col- 
lapse * ¢* °*,” Contemporary China, fort- 
nightly digeat of the Chinese News Bervice, 
Inc., atated yesterday. 


A week before the attack on Pearl 
Harbor I asked a prominent non-Jap- 
anese oriental: 

Is the situation in the Pacific as serlous as 
it appears? 

Yee— =. 


He replied— 
it is serious. Japan has no choice but to go 
to war or to submit to economic slavery for 
the rest of her existence, 


The question remains, Did President 
Roosevelt realize that “economic sanc- 


bi nee ene een wld + 
tions méan war’ at the time he appears 


to have adopted Mr. Churchill’s sugges- 
tion to impose them as the punitive 
alternative for his ultimatum to Japan? 

It is hard to see how he could have 
failed to realize this, inasmuch as he 
himself had made the following state- 
ment to the Volunteer Participation 
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usca against our own troops, alter the 


Atlantic Conference when an incident 
with Japan seems to have been desired, 
suddenly changed his policy and not only 
cut off war supplies but virtually every- 
thing required by the civilian population 
of Japan as weil? 

As a member of the President’s own 
party, Congresstian Hatton W. SUMNERS, 
of Texas, chairman of the House Judi- 
ciary Committee, remarked in a letter to 
the Saturday Evening Post, published in 
that periodical] on April 4, 1842, page 26: 

We have been a very foolish people, which 
has made it possible for * * * politicians 
to get away with murder. This blaming the 
Pearl Harbor tragedy on the treachery of the 
Japs is like the fellow who had been tickling 


the hind leg of a mule trying to expiain his © 


bunged-up condition by blaming the mule 
for having violated his confidence. 


Astounding as the Pear] Harbor attack 
was to the American pubilc as a whole, if 
it was anticipated by the administration 
why did the President permit our forces 
at Pearl Harbor to be taken by surprise? 
Even if a Japanese attack was desired, 


certainly no one desired a successful 
attack 


The answer seems to be that every- 
thing possible was done to warn our 
forces at Pearl Harbor of the extreme 
likelihood of attack. According to the 
report of the Roberts commission on the 
facts of the Japanese attack on Pearl 
Harbor, Admiral Kimmel and Lieutenant 
General Short, who were in charge of 
the Hawaiian area, were sent repeated 
ments. 

Thus we read in the text of the Rob- 
erts report, as given in Senate Document 
No. 159, pages 6-9, and also in the New 
York Times of January 25, 1942, page 30, 
that— 

On October 16, 1641, the commanding gen- 
eth], Hawalian department, and the com- 
mander jn chief of the fleet were advised by 
the War and Navy Departments of * * * 
the possibility of an attack hy Japan. 


Another warning was sent on Novem- 
ber 24, 1941. 

The Roberts report continues: 

On November 27, 1941, the Chief of Staff 
of the Army informed the commanding gen- , 
eral, Hawailan department, that * * * 
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STANDARD FOr Tp. 2 | a oo 
Office Memorandum - osm siaiss Bocankeaas 
EAT: DS 


DATE VWarch 9, 1944 


d 


a 
FROM : 
Ecw. Ae Tamm . 
Oy) 


THE DIRECTOR ; 
| oa 
~ 


of 


SUBJECT 


——_ 


~~ 

h; 
Please note the attached memorandum oe 
relating to an apparent attempt to Y 
financé @ program designed to erpose 
certain telegrams exchanged between 
Ur. Roosevelt and Lr. Churchill which 
are allegedly critical of the 
Soviety etCe 


{™ 


ftrh@7 DC? 


There would appear to be two courses 
of action that might be taken in thts . 
situation, the first being to refer | 
the matter to Harry Hopktns or General 
Watson for the confidential information 
of the President. Secondly, since 

the Tyler Kent case tnvolved a State 
Department employee, we might write 

: Mr. Stettinius a comprehensive letter 

© ‘about the situation, and tn the meanwhid, 
* matntatn contact with possible sources 
~~ of informatton 80 that we will be tn 
~ gq posttion to furnish such J 


a “\ data as are received. 
ALL INFORNEATION CONTAINED o> 
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March 15, 1944 
cH | 
g The Federal Bureau . we 
es of Investigetion Aj) f if i 
ES Official Business ALL NOR T zh ANG fi! ONTAINED - 
Washington,D.C. Prat | “i 
| Personal:Mr.J.E.H. | f ae} | Nigh ngliwn Sslr IED ; 
: MIE - vaoea Batam | 
. Dear Mr. Hoover: - : 
; This is to certify that a dangerous character is at large 
x in this country, and is,scon to make his appearance in this 
city. He is Gerald L.4.“Smith---Facist-minded personification 
of Adolf Hitler. 
a The citizens here are profoundly indignant because it appears 
es that legal tec'tnicalititbes will prevent us from having the City 
x Fathers cancel his speech and appearance on the °Sth. of this 
< month.In order to get results, we ealize that ample justification ‘ 
n for such an accusation and subse7uent action-—necessitates justi- ae 
a fication, on the grounds of proof and a suspicious record. . 


Contact 


e, lixe myself and other suspense-ridden 3 
ens, are on . committee at large-—-for the one purpose of com . 
batting Gerald L.4. Smith and all he stands for. 








It was my pleasure to salt in on a meeting called for the purpose 
of considering concrete steps to prevent the aforesaid Hitlerite | , 
from gaining influence in St. “ouis and vicinity through his Nazi 
propoganda. He is a threat to society and a meance to Democracy. This 
if nothing else, warrants ample ground for counter-action against 
him. His followers operate through clandestine meetings; they dare 
not show themselves in open. 





Pe 


Perhaps it would be well for you to correspond with Mayor Kaufman 
of this city. We have planned to have him make a personal appearance 
at our last meeting prior to the 25th.Hoping to see concrete results, 
and thanking you in advance, on behalf of the American Youth for Dem- 
ocracy, 1 close: 
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Agsistant Attormey General Tom C. Clark 


J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bure of Investigation 


GRALD L. Ee SIM; 
TF. ALT RICA FIRST ARTY; 
| INTER AL SECURITY a pep 
Reon (a2 - is 
Reference is nade as toe Sut rows oud bch in the ebove-entitled . . 
watter. 


Apa patter of informat: on there is attached of a irtter [ 4 
aédrrseed to the Bureau by a ° , wer 4 
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date of Farch 13, 19. You no 
activities in Saint Louis net we sone extent a pagtinc Saith proposes to sponsar 
at Sa'nt Louie on March 25, 19 
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7 JPila Wis March 23, 19h 
i 
Dear Sirs 4 


ene Pe ae 2 I fx yr 
Tuis wild acknowledge recai pt of your letter 
dated Vareh 3, 19uke 


You nay be gssureé that the information furni shed 
by you hag been piven careful cons éeration. 


Very truly yours, 
John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
7 WrODN ATTN CONTAINED 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER | 
OIRECTOR 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 


Washington, B. . 


March 24, 1944 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. D. XK. 


Res Gerald L. K. Smith; 
Sedition 





At this time Mr. Buckley received a call from SA 


G. B. Norris, St. Louis, regarding the captioned case and 
ing out that the subject was due in St. Louis for another 


He referred to recent conversations between SA Pieper and~Super~ 
visor Hanratty relative to the use of the hearing aid known as 
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% . "Aurex". The contemplated use is in a hotel room next to the one 
ee occupied by Smith. This has been utilized before. Mr. Norris 
Bn stated that arrangements were such that no possible embarrassment 


ea could occur to the Bureau and, accordingly, on this basis authori- 


zation was granted for the use of the “Aurex". 


Respectfylly 


x 


F. L. Welch 
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TUTEHAL SECC TY SLIT Be ae 
For your infermat!on there are attached ee > | eafl 
headed, "6 wereld Le EK, Seith Stands 5 re attetad sotor ws onto ot ts 
Louis." ie oricinals of these leaflets were recently fom! shod to the Sure ° 
by = monyneus FIuUK08, and as you will note, bot: ieee rah rertain to Sxith'g 
recent appears cea in St. Touts In eonection wth his dreriea First ‘arty. 
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GERALD LYNAR (KENNETH Uae, wes 


Gerald L. Kv Srith, Gerald L. K. Sehmidt,| INTERNAL SEC 
THE! COMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION >| SEDITION 







eis First Party meeting held Fine Arts Building Chicago, 
ae ea February 20, 1944. About 500 in attendance. Sreech made by 
GERALD L. K. SMITH condemning Jews for opposing him and Pres~ 
ident Roosevelt for his foreign policies. SHITH stated Pres-~ 
ident was a dictator end would try to prevent an election in 
November, 1944. SMITH accused vice-president WALLACE and 
Justice FRANKFURTER as being suprortere of STALIN. Mrs. 
sntests tony, guest speaker, criticized President for not 
followin Washington's Farewell Address and criticized the 
Government for not snding support to Gen. Mac Arthur. 
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REFERENCE? Detroit letter to Chicago of February 16, 1944, I> 
; a 
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AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS: 





This investigation is predicated upon a Detroit letter to Chicago 
dated February 16, 1944, requesting information to be obtained 

' coneerning the meeting of the America Firet Party February 20, 
1944 in Chicago, at which mesting GERALD L. K. SUITH was to speak. 


= 
FR. 
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A meeting of the America First Party was held at Curtiss Hell, 
Fine Artp Building, 410 South Michigan Avenue, February 20, 1944 
at 8 p.m., which meeting was concluded at 10:25 p.m. -This 
meeting was attended by reporting agent. Attendance at this 
meeting was by invitation only. There were approximately 500 
reople in attendance, many of whom were unable to obtain seats 
and stood through the entire meeting. At 8:20 p.m. the doors 
of Curtiss Hall were closed, in order to prevent ad tional ae 
man} -'f + < + 
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feople from attending inasmuch as the hall was very much over-crowded. The: 
persons who attended this meeting seemed to be elderly, middle class, working 
people. Over half of the audience was composed of women. GERALD L. K. SMITH 
was in charge of the meeting and had as his guest speaker Mre. ERNEST LUNDEEN. 
SHUITH in his opening statements stated he knew representatives of Jewish 
organizations and bureaus of the government were present to hear what went on. 
He said that the government was trying to get something on him to stop him 
“f from making talks about the New Deal, but that some of these bureaus would be 
“4 dissolved; that the Jews had freedom of apeech, but did not want him to have 
vs freedom of apeech., SMITH stated that all he esked of the Jews was that they 
7 leave him alone, and he would leave them alone and stop making derogatory 
oe statements concerning them. SIITH stated that the President and his family 
designed to be dictators; that President Roosevelt was the greatest dictator 
that ever lived; that he was greater than Alexander, Nero, Cicero, Napoleon, 
or Hitler, SMITH stated that only persons like Colonel ROBERT MC CORMICK, 
Senators WHEELER and NYE, Father COUGHLIN, and about ten others in the Uni- 
ted States, prevented the President from asserting his dictatorial powers. 
SMTTH stated that he did not have freedom of speech; that if he and about 
ten other people in the United States had freedom of speech, and were ellowed 
- to talk on the radio as they desired, they would tell the vublic of the Uni- 
ted States the truth and they would not stand for the acts of the President. 
SITTH stated that President Roosevelt and others were trying to delay the 
election in November, 1944, until November 1945; that even Republican Congress~ 
men desired that the election be delayed inasmuch as they would have one add- 
 itional year in Congress and would not stand a chance of losing the election 
in November. SMITH stated that the President does not want the soldiers to vote 
that he is using his dictatorial powers to prevent the soldiers of the United 
. States from voting. ; 


swe 











2G SMITH stated that the President did not want to be talked about and may have 
= ss made statements that the President should not be talked about inwar time, but 
that if the President desired to violate the unwritten law of the United States 
by becoming a president for a third term and attempting to become a rresident 
for a fourth term, he must expect to be criticized. STITH stated that the 
eae: ‘people had to get rid of the internationalists and have America first, and if 
eS Churchill was president of the United States, he would put America first, and 
“he would by this time have most of the British islands off the coast of the 
United States under the fleg of the United States. SMITH stated that the 
- British desired the President to become president for a fourth term; that 
they were putting forth much effort in order to have the President elected |. 
; for another term. The British wanted this because they were getting every- 
thing they desired from the United States and were giving nothing in return. 


a e 





SHITH stated that STALIN did not want an international Communist party and 
that he was no longer interested in spending the money of Russia to have a 
Communist party in the United States as it wae no longer necessary es 
STALIN had his support in vice-president HENRY WALLACE and Associate Justice 


FRANKFURTER. on 
. 2 
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Lz ae 
SMITH stated that WALLACE made a statement in his speech that upon the con- 
clusion of the war, the United States did not have to adopt the Russian form 
of government in its entirety, but that the United States must adopt some 
of the Russian policiea. SMITH stated that he sent WALLACE a telegram chal- 
lenging him to a debate on the subject as to whether or not the United States 
ehould adopt Russian policies. | 


SMITH stated that the America First party would support the Republican party | 
if the Republican party did not rum WILLKE as a candidate for president. 
SMITH stated that the America First party could not support WILLKE as he was. 
an internationalist and desired one worid. ; : a “. 


SMITH stated that he did not like to talk about Jews but that the Jews would | 


not leave him alone; that they tried to prevent his speeches and attempted to 
degrade him in the eyes of the public. SMITH stated that he rented a hall in 
Milwaukee but that a Jew held the mortgege on this hall and advised the owner | 
of the hall that if the owner allowed him to speak, he would foreclose and 
cause the owner to lose the hall. SMITH stated that recently he made a speech 
in St. Louis, Missouri; that the American Legion in St. Louis attempted to 

get the mayor of that city to prevent him from speaking in the municipal 
auditorium. SMITH stated that other American Legionnaires, who were not 
Jewish had been prevailed upon by the Jewish peorle to prevent him from 
speaking in the municipal auditoriums in other cities. SMITH stated that 

if a rabbi came to Detroit and wes unable to obtain a hall, he would not 
prevent him from obtaining this hell, and if the rabbi requested help to 
obtain the hall, he would help him. 


SXITE also condemned WALTER (LIPSCHULTZ )WIICHELL as being a gossiyer, and 
one who was attempting to spread scandal in the United States. 


SMITH, during his epeech, praised Colorel Lindbergh and stated that Lindberg 
spoke the truth; that whoever spoke the truth in the United States was branded 
e fastist by the Jews; that Lindbergh was branded a fascist by the Jews, and 
over-night lost hie popularity among the people of the United States. SNITH 
steted that President Roosevelt forced the United States into war by means. 
of his warlike acts while we were supposed to be neutral and at peace. SMITH 


stated that Churchill made the stetement that he worked hard to get the United 


States into the war on the side of Britain, and that he eucceeded in doing 60; 
he stated that the internetionalists in the United States wented to help eome 
countries after this war; that he was very sorry for the destitute countries 
but that he thought the people of the United Stetes should help the more un- 
fortunate persons in the United States and help the soldiers returning to : 
the United States before they helped any destitute people in foreign countries. 


SLITH stated that the Jews and other internationaliste in the United States 
were against the Arerica First perty because the party was against the New 
Teal and against the war, which was wanted by the Jews and the Communiets. 
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SUITH stated that since the United States was in the war, everyone in the =: 
United States must do. ai2 jn their power to fight until victory is WONe 2 yet: 


SLITH made the stetement that he had a son who was in the armed forces dnd, ei 
Indie fighting for the United States and that his son would probably give. *°—-. 
his life for the United States. | Seis dyke CO ke vehi) Se 


SETTH stated that J. EDJARDXJONES, former member of the Federal Oil Comser=. -°. . 
vetion Boerd in the Departhentvof the Interior, wae discharged by Secretary. — . 
ICKES and leter indicted; that WYLESMASKER, business manager for Eleanor _ 
Roosevelt, offered to introduce JONES to STEPHEN EARLY for $25,0C0, and = 

that the indictment against JONES was to be withdrawn if JONES would pay. > 
LASKER additional money at a future date, Later another person for a similar . 
amount of money, told JONES thet he had been framed and that he could have 
the indictment against him withdrawn if that money was paid. SMITH stated” =| 
that thie was an exemple of the operation of the New Deal. Pe ha, 


SIITH introduced Ure. ERNEST LUNDEEN ae the wife of the late senator, «° . 
ERNEST LUNDEEN, an feoletiontet who died in an airplane explosion ina’. | 
very mysterious way, which explosion has never been exriained and at the - 

time of the explosion, Senator LUNDEEN wee on hie way to Minnespolis to 

head an Americe First meeting, Mre. LUNDEEN's contribution consisted ~ . 

mostly of reading Washington's Farewoll Address and reading newspaper 

articles. re, LUNDEEN stated that Washington warned the people of the — 

United States not to get into foreign entanglements, but that the New Deal 

’ soneidered his address as ancient history which no longer applied to this. 
country, Mre. LUNDEEN condemned Frime Minister Churchill's statement that . 
Roosevelt must be elected again. Mre. LUNDEEN stated that the President «2%. 0°": 
ae Commender-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of the United States should not =...) 
be interested in the soldier vote bill; that he should only be interested. a 
in getting eaupplies to the soldiers. Mrs. LUNDEEN stated that there ATO eae 
approximately 580,000 refugees in the United States who are taking jobs Sete oe 


| 
| 
| 
' 


from the Americans end who would take jobs from the eoldiers who were fight- ...~ 


ing to preserve the United States after their return to this country$ that 
these refugees should be sent back to fight the persons they called their’ 8. 
enemies. Mrs. LUNDEEN stated that General Mac Arthur was being kept from 2 0060: 
.. the eyes of the public, that he was not getting supplies, and eupplies 0 te 
- were being sent to Russia that could help Mac Arthur win the wet.. This’... 0 20 
atetement was supported by # newspaper article which eet forth etatistica.: 2 
‘on war materiale which were sent to the British and Russiens prior to the ¢-e. - 


x -\- United States" etry into war and also etatistice on wer materiel which: 8)... 


/-. American’ newspapers in the United States. e .., 





‘was sent to Mac Arthur prior to Pear] Harbor, Ali statements made by Mrees 


-, 


_ LUNDEEN during her speech were supported by newspaper articles which she-. oS: 
quoted. Mre. LUNDEEN praised the Chicego Tribune as being one of the finest... 


 § eollection was taken by SMITH during the course of the meeting, at which. © = 
' time he stated that he did not have an “angel”. to support himy that. the .2¢% 0° 
people were his angels who donated at these meetings. The reporting agent. 

also noted that approximately $25 was given by the ten people sitting in.” 





- oy. bis row. SMITH stated that if a doller more was contributed by any person.” *.: 
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there, he would receive a copy of his publication "The Cross and the Fleg." 
If they did not desire this magazine, they could make a notation on their 
contribution envelope and they would receive a copy of the piece of liter- _ 
ature entitled "And so they Indicted Me". . 


It was noted that most of the people at this meeting seemed to know each. 
other; thet they seemed to be very much in accord with SLITH's principles 
—_ end made stetements during the course of the meetirg which would indicate 
a at they were ardent followers of SKITH. a 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Meeting of Am America First Party under direction 
of GERALD SA1TH held 3-1-4, at Carnegie Lecture 
Hall, N.S., Pittsburgh, Pa.3; attended by some 
people. Speaker of the evening DE:N E. _ 
MITH, topic "Imperialism As I Know ; it™. 
FORMATION pot “GERALD STITH denounced the President and 
LL NOSE ee EG NTAWNED 






Hee i. 


ye Gut his family, WENDELL WILLKIE and HENRY WALLACE. 
alt ds) a frey rir CHARLES A. MADDEN and MARIE I. LOHLE were on 
Attn Nt a gli} al platform. 
DATE_. | BY sete - RUC 4 , 
REFERENCE : Detroit letter to Pittsburgh, 2-164). Pre. 
DETAILS: AT PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA. 





. The meeting of the America First Party which was 
4 held under the direction of GERALD SMITH on March 1, 19, at the Carnegie 
ie tay sal. Lecture Hall, North Side, Pittsburgh, Fa., ome 700 people. 
© 3, This meeting was attended by Special Agent and the writer. b9 
“yy | Present on the platform were CHARLES A, A#UADDEN and NAR IE. - 
as n 







GERALD SMITH opened the meeting by "knocking" the 
New Deal, the Fresident and his family, WEMDELL WILLKIE and HENRY WALLACE. 
He criticized the third and possible fourth term. He stated that if we had 
a man in office like Washington, Jefferson or Madison, we would not have a 
man in office for 12 or 16 years. Mr. GERALD SMITH mentioned that he had 

helped to educate five children. He has a son overseas in service who is a 

Private, although he had attended officers! training school. All of the 

s\class are now officers. GERALD SMITH said, "It would 





(5 = Bureau 
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( 
PG 100-5778 
& ZS 5 . 

4 not do to have a son of GERALD SMITH an officer in the United States Army". 
a He mentioned that there was a movement on foot to eliminate the national 
ee election for this year covering the President and Congress, and that if the 
wf national election were eliminated, our republic would be gone. He stated 
Bie | 


that he had been checked by every federal ageng including the FBI and given 
a good going over and that he was still around. He claimed that a Washington 
correspondent stated that he, SMITH, has become a political influence and 
| responsible for many changes in the Congressional seats in the last election. 
This, SLITH said, would indicate that they were on the road to victory, and 
now is the time to continue their efforts. He said that foreign leaders 
always think of their country first - Stalin thinks of Russia first - 
Churchill thinks of Encland first - then why not the Anerican people for 
Anerica first. Before the collection was taken up SMITH stated that their 
response would determine whether or not he was to continue his work. 


The speaker of the evening, DEAN E. SMITH, was 
introduced by GERALD S!!ITH as now being retired after having spent 27 years 
in the east as a representative of the Standard O11 Company. The Subject 
wes "Imperialism As I Know It". The trend of his talk was neglect in not 
using the facilities in the far east as they existed and the incompetency 
of those in authority. 


DEAN E. SMITH said, "England does not hate Japan. 
Both have imperialistic tendencies and both want a weak post-war China. 
China is the best ally and friend the United States has. It is not seeking 
territorial conquest. At the outbreak of the war in the east there were too 
many little men in big positions. As a result, there was entirely too much 
red tape to the actual defense of Burma and Malaya. The Standard Oil 
Company had large quantities of gas, oil and trucks which they desired to 
turn over to the Chinese, but due to the red tape involved, this property 
had been destroyed before £t could be turned over to the Chinese. The 
Standard Oil Company had utilized the 30-inch pony roads in China and 
transported large quantities of supplies. However, these roads were not 
made use of. 


"As a result of not making the best of existing 
conditions, there was an unnecessary loss of life and property. England 
had lost 5 big ships less than one hour's flying time from wnere land-based 
planes were located and supplies of bombs, etc., were on hand. 
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tAs to the Lease-Lend Program, China was getting 
only one-half of one per cent, whereas she was actually opposing thirty 
per cent of the Japanese forces. Japan regards America with hatred because 
the United States had supplied her with scrap and oil. The United States 
had actually helped her prepare for war.® 


DEAN E. SMITH ended his talk by telling of the 
hardships and travel through the east. and his return to the United States. 
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Federal Bureau af Investtgatian 


United States Department af Justice 
Post Office Box 2118 
Detroit 31, Michigan 
March 25, 1944 - 


Director, FBI 


_ @ ¢ 
GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, was; AMERICA FIRST 


PARTY: 
“SECURITY MATTER: INTERNAL SECURITY - Gs SEDITION. 


a 





Dear Sir: 


Reference is made to Bureau letter dated March 22, 
1944 requesting that enclosure previously designated for the Bureau 
referring to an article prepared by Subject SMITH concerning the 
ustin-Wadsworth Bill be forwarded to the a hice erere 

This enclosure was apparently, through inadvertence 
not forwarded at the time of reference letter of February 8, 1944 anq 
is mae She pet herewith. 
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TESTIMONY OF GERALD L, K. SMITH PRESENTED TO THE MILITARY AFFAIRS 
COMMITTEE OF THE UNITED STATES SENATE IN OPPOSITION TO SENATE BILL 
NO. 666, COMMONLY KNOWN AS THE AUSTIN-WADSWORTH BILL. 





February 5, 1944 


The Military Affairs Committee of the United States Senate 
U. S. Senator Robert R. Reynolds, Chairman 


Gentlemen: 


I appear before you as an official representative of the following groups 
and organizations: 





1. THE COMMITTEE OF 1,000,000, which has more than 3,000,000 
i enrolled constituents in the 48 States. More than half of 
: these constituents are located in Illinois, Michigan, 

i Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania and upstate New York. 


2. THE AMERICA FIRST PARTY, which has Committees, Organizers, 
and active workers in each of the 48 States. 


This statement not only represents my personal opinion, but has been ap- 
proved in leadership rallies which we have conducted in all the major 
centers of population, including Pittsburgh, Buffalo, Philadelphia, 
Cleveland, Detroit, Chicago, Minneapolis, St. Louis, and Denver. In 
each of these meetings we brought together typical leaders of the 

Qjuerrcs FIRST MOVEVENT from surrounding cities and communities, It is 
our conviction that these people represent literally millions of our 
patriotic citizenry. 





Our people are willing to pay any price and make any sacrifice necessary 
to a military victory. Our sons and daughters are in Ne: armed services, 
= - and our people, though frequently victims of persecution and un- 

‘ favorable publicity, have not only sacrificed during this war, but in 

+: most instances have sacrificed and given in blood and money more than 

= their accusers. In fact, a mrvey will reveal that the centers of popu- 
lation where we are the strongest have actually led in bond sales, 
volunteer enlistments, and those other manifestations of patriotism re- 
quired to win this war. 


Var. ye 


-~ yo Wyteyeres 


My om son, Gerabisaith, Jr., is serving in some fotelen theater of war. 
He left America, October 31, and we have no knowledge of his whereabouts. 


Our organization is now emphasizing the following seven basic issues: 


1. America must be put first in war and peace. 
2. There must be no compromise with our national 
sovereignty. 
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4. Fight New Deal commnisz. 

5. Lees money for foreign countries and mre 

for discharged soldiers. 

&. No labor draft. 

7. ‘Restoration of the system of private enter- 
prise. ; 





(Note: These seven issues are developed in the January issue of 
the magazine, THSs@R0SS AND THE FLAG, of which I am the Editor. 


—_—e 


We have paid-up subscribers in every state of the Union.) 


The importance of our activities is emphasized in a recent article by 
Mr. Ray Tucker, the eminent Washington columnist, who on November lt 
said in his colum, entitled "Washington Whirligig,” the following: 


Z ngerald 1. Kos Smith, aide to the late Huey Long, has be- 
come a far more important political factor than most people 
realize. A flamboyant orator, he has been campaigning 
throughout the country against the New Deal. He was largely 
responsible for the anti-Roosevelt landslide in many sections 
on Nov. 2." 





Reasons for Opposing Senate Bill No. 666 


We Nationalists oppose President Roosevelt's plan for a National Service 
Act for many reasons, among which are the following: 


oo 1. We_oppose the drafting of wmen. 


ts I receive thousands of letters from our leaders all over the 
py United States. They shudder at the thought of women being 
rsa drafted. Millions of housewives have never worked outside their 
own homes. They live a cloistered life. Millions of young 
women are reared under the gentle influence of Christian homes 
in the country and in the city. They never have occasion to 
a to contact individuals who are profane, vulgar and coarse. 





They graduate from these Christian homes into wifehood and 
motherhood. They virtually live and die in the environment 
of innocence. 


Millions of other women who grow up in a more or less sophis- 
ticated environment are protected by a careful selection of 
bo. their associates and their places of wrk. They are net follow 
ing their working hours by sweethearts, husbands, or parents. 
They never think of attending public functions where strangers 
are likely to be present, except in the company of a chaperon, 

a boyfriend, or 2 parent. 
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These millions of wholesome, clean, Christian young women con- 
stitute the foundation on which the home life of tomorrow mst 
be built. If they are conscripted by a National Service Act 

out of their well-guarded environment into a world of profanity, 
crude conversation, vulgar talk; if they are forced by their 
government to associate with people who use the language of the 
underworld and scoff at the things which are fine and noble, our 
nation will pay the price for such an error in the generations 


_yet unborn. 


Our people still believe that there is such a thing as the 
innocence and purity of wmanhood. True enough, such has been 
done by propaganda and filthy films to besmirch this priceless 
heritage; but in spite of these satanic influences, we still 
have millions of clean, wholesome, innocent young wmen. 


I would not say that contact with rougher elements destroys the 
purity of wmanhood, but it does subject her to contacts and 
vocabularies designed to tear down rather than build up the 
gentle intangible qualities so necessary to pure and undefiled 
womanhood and motherhood. 


We question the integrity of certain politicians in power. 


Our people are very suspicious of certain powerful personalities 
in Washington. They believe that even the President himself is 
a politician first, an internationalist second, and an American 
third. We believe that when the President asked for ea National 
Service Act in his address on the welfare of the Nation before 
Congress in Jamery, 1944, that the whole speech was eaturated 
with politics in its lowest and most obvious form, , 


Our people do not trust Harry Hopkine. They might consent to a 
limited form of national compulsory service if they thought that 
the enforcement of this act was to be in the hands of professional 
soldiers such as MacArthur and Marshall, and men of similar stand 
in the Navy. But our people do not have the impression that these 
men would enforce a National Service Act. They have the impression 
that it would be enforced under the direction of Harry Hopkins, 
Frank Knox, and the so-called 'palace guard.’ 


Our people cannot forget that it was Harry Hopkins, while direct- 
ing relief expenditures and WPA enterprises, who permitted these 
government bureaus to be used and exploited ruthlessly by the New 
Deal political machine. Our people have the impression that under 
a so-called National Service Act during an election year, men and 
women would be compelled to play politics in order to avoid being 
transferred against their will from one job to another, or from 
one community to another. 
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4. 


Ruthless politicians might exploit this act for the purpose of 
of shifting populations. 


My observation of the conduct of this Administration convinces 
me that there is nothing too brazen for them to do in order to 
remain in power. There are many Congressional Districts in the 
United States where the shift of 500 voters in or out of a 
District would change the results of a Congressional election. 
Five hundred New Dealers could be conscripted into a comunity 
and 500 anti-New Dealers could be conscripted out of a community 
in such a way as to elect a Congressman satisfactory to the 
Fourth Term machine. The same trick could be employed in the 
choice of Presidential electors. The shift of 1,000,000 negroes 
and whites out of the solid South into certain Northern indus- 
trial communities might eaaily determine who would be the next 
President of the United States, I must confess that I believe 
there are certain politicians in Washington whose Machiavellian 
rature is equal to any diabolical trick necessary to exploit a 
National Service Act politically. 


Would menace home life. 





I find among my people an attitude which almost approaches panic 
at the thought of husbands and wives being separated. For a 
politicalized Administration, such as we now have in Washington 
especially, to be given the power to separate a husband from his 
wife constitutes a menace beyond description. We, of course, 
assume that military conscription will do this to a limited 
degree, but the thought of it being practiced on a nation-wide 
acale is too impossible to imagine. 


The moral fibre of many men depends largely on the refining in~ 
fluences of their wives. Even the man will admit that to be 
separated from his wife for a period of weeks constitutes a 
hazard to the tranquility of his home life. 


This need not be developed. The facts are obvious. Many women 

live and die good wives because of the balancing influences of a 
steady, logically-minded husband. Without the dally association 

of a husband, many of these women would face decisions which wuld 

be unwisely made. There would be no end to the complications. 

Any separation of husbands from wives necessary to win this war 

mist be limited to the demands of the armed services. The way to 
build the America of tomorrow is not to break up the homes of 

today, especially when such m@™m as Harry Hopkins would be in charge of 


the breeking-up process. 


A 


¥ Pehete caro eta ea EY TERE Tg OT ne ae Mi Es STP pe regan ay ge aay poe SPeehgad an Bt A aE ie eS 
' aa Ss cs er tig, ; eee y ates aes 


. 
“ 

re 

se 

4 

o 

art 
re 9 
* 

+ 


Pn were tae 2 
cars Ae ares 
Law. i 
ae | 


+ 


gE Oo eT 
3 
: “ ; 
Fi a wi 
eA . . 
cana, a aeaimaenmn tama vere tbme ny comand Sate ar 


he 


Ne 
Saws 
ee 
a 
Att 
if, 
“*, 

















Page five — 
5. A universal draft of citizens wuld not increase production. 


I live in Detroit. Detroit is recognized as the national 
capital of this World War arsenal. Of course, certain things 
have happened in Detroit to the discredit of organized labor, 
government agencies and organized business. It is agreed that 
mistakes have been made. At times labor has been accorded 
liberty that has bordered on license, 


Even so, 95% of the workers in Detroit are good, sound, honest 
American citizens, and they have produced more materials of war 
than any community on earth in any similar period of the Nation's 
history. There are, of course, some isolated instances in this 
city and other industrial-centera where labor as well as manage=- 
ment has been unfair, but we mst not penalize the whole Nation 
for the sake of a few outlans. 


President Roosevelt's request for a National Service Act 
(universal conscription of citizens) does not scund convincing 

in the light of the facts concerning production of war mterials. 
Qur system of free enterprise and of free labor cannot be dis- 
credited when we recognize the fact that we are now virtually 
preducing as mich as all the other warring na&ions combined. 

Most of them have slave labor ant conscripted labor. Furthermore, 
if we must have slavery in order to win a war, what have we wn 
when we win it? 


A survey of religious denominations will reveal that a National 
Service Act would run counter to the teachings of most churches. 


It 4s a matter of record that numerous dignitaries in the Catholic 
Church have expressed great apprehension concerning the possibil- 
ity of a universal conscription of citizens. One Bishop even 
announced his opposition to all female branches of the armed 
services, and advised his parishioners and constituents that the 
place for a young woman was not in the Army but in the home. 


Before preparing this Testimony, I contacted the Pastor of the 
largest Baptist Church in a Western state. He is the chairman 
of a special committee representing some 3000 Protestant 
preachers. He told me that he did not know of a single preacher 
within his circle of acquaintance who was not bitterly oppose 
to the Austin-Wadsworth Bill. . : 


This preacher pointed out that he was very mich impressed by the 
fact that the number of this Bill was "666," and then he quoted 
for me the three last verses in the 13th Chapter of the Book of 


Revelation (the last book in the Bible). These verses read as 
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follows: 


Verse 16; And he causeth all, both amall and great, 
rich and poor, free and bond, to receive 
a mark in their right hand, or in their 
foreheads: 


Verse 17; And that no man might buy or sell, save he 
that had the mark, or the name of the beast, 
or the number of his name. 


Verse 18: Here is wisdom. Let him that hath under- | 
standing count the number of the beast: for 
it is the number of a man; and his number is 
Six hundred threescore and six. 


7. Smacks of the Russian system. 


Recently I conferred with a husband and wife who had been in 
Russia. He had been an important engineer in connection with the 
construction work in the Donets Basin, Kharkov and Leningrad. 
These people, when they returned from Russia shortly before the 
war, were shocked and surprised to see how many of the Russian 
ideas had been embraced by our Washington bureaucracy. They were 
especially shocked at the thought of a National Service Act. 

’ Said they: "If the Austin-Wadsworth Bill passes, Russia won't 
have anything on us." 


Why, gentlemen, is it that our government has lost confidence in the 
American citizenry? Why are we compelled to support this and support 
that? Why are we not given an opportunity to volunteer our services 
and our lives? | 


I point out that our good neighbor Canada, to the North, has no sign 
of a National Service Act. She does not even draft her sons for 
overseas service. But can you question the loyalty of the Canadian 
people? I am informed that the same freedom enjoyed by the citizens 
of Canada is enjoyed by the Australians, the New Zealanders, and the 
South Africans. 


8. Could easily be used as an instrument of persecution. 
I was witn Huey P. Long when he was assassinsted, I know what 
certain New Deal politicians will do in order to stop opposition. 
There are many communities and even entire states in this Union 
where certain political leaders could be drafted out of their 
home communities or states just in time to dissipate their 
political leadership. 
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9. 


10. 


li. 


I am 46 years of age. I have had some experience with certain 
government bureaus within the last four or five years which 
convinces me that if Harry Hopkins or any other similer leader 
in Washington thought that my leadership could be destroyed by 
moving me across the Nation prior to the campaign, they would 
do it. 


During the lifetime of Huey Long, we actually discovered, and 

Mr. Long brought it out on the floor of the Senate that there was) 
a plan on foot to move enough Huey Long voters out of the State 

of Louisiana (in the name of resettlement) to win the next elec- 
tion for the Roosevelt partisans. 


a ‘ 


(Note: See Congressional Record for August 9, 1935.) 
Could become involuntary servitude. 


If one American citizen can be compelled by his government to work 
for another American citizen who is making a4 profit on his toil, 
that is involuntary servitude. There is no limit to the abuses 
that would be worked on labor by certain employers, if once we 
placed in their hands this bludgeon. | 


- Will create disunity. 


Beneath the surface and buried deep in the hearts of our people 

is a resentment toward anything that looks like involuntary servi-~ 
tude. Such an act would so embroil our people that I doubt if 
their bitterness and billigerency could be accurately estimted 
in advance of the passing of such an act. One Civil War was 
fought in this country to abolish slavery. The introduction of a 
service act, which would produce slavery in a new form, carries 


with it potentialities that no citizen can calculate. 


Would menece morale of armed forces, 





Students of morale among servicemen reveal that nothing breaka 
morale cuicker than anxiety about the folks at home. Cheerful 
letters from home build morale as nothing else. Families are 
even exhorted to write nothing in their letters to wrry the men 


ee eee es ae 


and women in uniform. Correspondence from overseas reveals that 


many of our soldiers, sailors, and marines shudder at the thought 
of their sisters, wives, sweethearts, mothers and fathers being © 
drafted and separated from their hearthstone. The men in the 
armed services believe that their family is being kept intact 
during their absence. To separate the family and disorganize the 
home during their absence might result in fatal consequences. 
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12. Bureaucrats would attempt to keep it in force after the war, 


We hear much talk among the Washington Bureaucrats about the 
continuation of rationing and other bureaucratic functions after 
the war, We have no reason totelieve that these ambitious 
tcommissarst would be anxious to surrender their authority over 
our private lives if once they got a chance at us through the 

_ National Service Act. 








a 13. Destroys patriotism. 


If the time should come that our patriotism became nothing but 
a legal compulsory function, then there would be nothing left 
to challenge our self-respect or to develope the finer emotions 
involving sacrificial service. It has been demonstrated on 
many occasions that the American people resent regimentation. 
It reduces their efficiency, morale, and patriotic zeal. 


li. It would be exploited by the Fourth Term propagandists. 


Our people are convinced that Mr. Roosevelt will be a Fourth 
Term candidate. He is now the Commander in Chief of the armed 
forces. If we pass a National Service Act, it will vitually 
make him the Commander in Chief of everybody between 18 and 49 
among the women folks, and between 18 and 65 among the men folks. 
This includes the largest percentage of our voters. 








Anyone familiar with the techniques of such political machines 
as Tammany Hall, the Hague machine of New Jersey, or the Kelly 
machine of Chicago, or the Crump machine of Memphis, could not 


eee imagine these political bosses overlooking any of the opportuni- 
es) ties that such a labor draft as No. 666 would afford. 
ae Ye would witness millions of instances where private citizens 


would somehow come to believe that opinions freely expressed 

might somehow cause them to be moved or shifted. Other millions 
would grow to believe that the way to get along would be to 

shout for the Fourth Term candidate. 


ila 


* 
£ 
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Back in the old days of relief and WPA, it was generally be- 
lieved that the way to stay on the payrool and the way to keep 
in the trough was to be for the tright man, and the ‘right man! 
was always Roosevelt's man, 


fhe same noliticans that ran the relief machine would run this 
‘national service machine,! 


God save Americal 


Gentlemen of the Military Affairs Committee of the United States Seneve: 





MF 


We Nationaliets believe in America and her traditions. we admit that 


SO AER ETE REE SEDI tk OO ae NAY MEST Tee Tt 
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we are provincial and narrow-minded, We believe that the traditional 
principles on which our Nation was founded cannot be broadened or toyed 
with if we ere to remain free, The multiplication table cannot be 
broadened, We cannot play fast and loose with the law of gravity, with 
the honor of manhood, or with the purity of womanhood. Neither can we 
broaden the principles which made America rich and free and great and 
abundant. 


We believe in individuality and its encouragement. Tie believe in free 
enterprise, We adhere to the political philosophy which has grown out 
of the teachings of Christ; namely, that there is nothing as valuable 
on this earth as one human soul. A high respect for the dignity of one 
human being, no matter how lowly or how rich or how poor, constitutes 
the acme of accomplishment among Christians and the builders of a free — 
Republic, 


Our people are concerned. They are apprehensive. They scrutinize . 
measures which ordinarily would be accepted because they have lost con- 
fidence in certain Washington personalities, They believe that there 
is an organized effort being put forth to limit our personal freedom, 
to regiment our private lives, and to control our daily existence, not 
only during this war but after this war. ; 


No good can be accomplished by the passage of this Bill No. 666. It 
inflames our people. It depresses our citizenry. It arouses smoulder-_ 
ing resentments. It means something to our people which is not expressed 
in its language. 


In God'sName, I implore you to report this Bill out, unfavorably. Pre- 
vail upon the governing Administration and the directors of this war to 
be temperate and patient with our people. They have already endured 
mich at the hands of a bureaucracy because of yhete patriotic desire to 
preserve unity and to win victory. 


The saturation point is being approached. The passage of this law might 
break the ‘camel's back.t. God give you wisdom as you deal with this 
vicious, un-American, liberty-destroying, home-breaking, morale-menacing, 
piece of legislation. 










Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 


Washington, B.C a cate 


Detroit, Michigan OP Mr. Glave 2. 
March 21, 1944 





Fee ee ead ALL INFOMMETESN CONTAINED Fae 
HERE GSSUASSTED Beko 
Director, FBI | DATE __‘o/2/en_ BY s#zeerateoc_ 


@ 
DL. K. SMITH, with alias 
CA FIRST PARTY 





+o Aen A ee eee 


TAR ene 





teat yg HE 


arma tion obtained fron » Whose identity is known to b7 Dp 
— the Bureau, during the period from March 5, 1944, through March 16, 1944. 


On March 6 Informant advised that SMITH had received a 


Ped telegram from , of Tulsa, Oklahoma, in which telegram be 
wet: the suggeste D SMITH that the NBC Radio hook-up be 
ee sued for alle ibel statements made by one SAINT JOHNS over their radio ye. 





netrork. 





j 2 Seg 
ae On various occasions Informant has advised the Detroit Office 
Pa that SMITH has stated to his constituents that the meeting scheduled for 
a March 25, 1944, in St. Louis, Missouri, is to be designated as a rally and 

; it is the hope of SMITH that this rally will lay the groundwork for a future 
election policy to be followed by the America First Party. 


SMITH was contacted by ae an Informant )7 © 
stated that he had attended a recent COUGHLIN 





On Mare 





, of SMITH, at which tin 
_ meeting and that at that mee comment was made to the effect that the 
f - National Service Act would create chaos and gape: aid it 3} Sie used as a bayonet A 


in labor's back to allow the Administration to t ver $25,000.00 that 


the Unions had. ar TSDRS "2 NeZZe BINS YY 


At this meeting it was stated that the ony Seresté Act G.-! md 
was not feasible inasmuch as England had one and tha @ btahd st 
had strikes; that the Executive could refuse to execute s of J 
BUY Congress and if he did not execute the provisions of the -Conno ej 
tnmen Act, what Ld they do with the execution of the Nationa ore 
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Letter to the Director: Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases 
March 21, 1944 THE AMERICA FIRST PARTY; Et al 


cont inued by relating that at the meeting it was 


advocated that the members read the book entitled, ¥Father Lamy (phonetic)". 


This book is allegedly published by Burns, Oats and Washburn, and is supposed 
to relate how France would be after the war. It was allegedly stated at that 
meeting that all bonds over $2,000.00 denomination should be torn up inasmuch 
as the opinion was put forth that if we couldn't pay for the war now, how 
would we be able to pay for it during a depression; that we were fighting 

for a lost cause. It was also stated at the meeting that Churchill and 
Stalin would not let the Americans go into Berlin and were playing with _. 
TITO; that Churchill and Stalin were supposed to be all through with Presi~ 
dent Roosevelt as they knew that he could not deliver the goods. 


Shortly after this and during the course of the conversation 
SMITH advised "COUGHLIN's friends were his friends all over the 
country", conversation with of St. Louis, Missouri, 
in discussing the convention to be held ° 8 on March 25, advised that 
he, SMITH, was using this meeting as a means to keep the Republican Party in 
line and that he would use the meeting to announce a bigger National meeting 
where they would either nominate their own candidate or state their labor 
support. 
















In a conversation with , of Cleveland 
Ohio, SMITH was advised by MONREAL that an @ name le 
(phonetic) had contacted the Cleveland erpanisatlon safy that he had discus 
with Mrs. STANLEY, of thé“Uaited Mothers of America, the ideas behind es 
Cleveland organization; that STANLEY had given him a "tab 
supposed to be the individual who gave this tablet to aaa 
and that later contacted Mrs. STANLEY and others in the ted Mothers 
of Ameri eveland, at which time questioned STANLEY quite closely 
relative to the Cleveland organization, Mrs. STANLEY had become sus- 
picious of her. There apparently was an article in the Cleveland paper speaking 
in rather derogatory terms about the SMITH organization. 













On March 14, SMITH in a discussion with 

at Baltimore, Maryland, relative to the matter o 

meeting place in Baltimore, Maryland, was advised by 

secured the Alcazar Auditorium which was owned by the 
Baltimore, Maryland. 


At the time of this gonversation SMITH ‘advised ae 
that he wanted to arrange a meeting with one WALTER-RIDDLE, of Marylan at 
RIDDLE was desirous of running for the Senate and wanted to seek the advice of uy 


SMITH. This meeting in Baltimore, Maryland, is to take place on April 13, Vj 
although there is a possibility that it will take place on a later date. . R q/ 
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Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases 





March 21, 1944 | THE AMERICA FIRST PARTY; Et al 
en - there is also to be a meeting in Minneapolis the night of 
=: LUNDEEN, well 








March 22, which meeting at more or less tacts id Mrs. 
known to the. ee ; #.-% ; | 





and at that vias he related that 


had met SMITH at the Statler 
Hotel in Detroit and at that time 


wanted to secure SMITH's un- 
listed telephone number, expressed a desire to see Father COUGHLIN, and 
wanted SMITH to see a copy of the indictment, bill of particulars, etc., 


that had been returned against ae SMITH was under the impression 
ge contac 


{ 
i 

; : that UD 2 trying to ith others and might be the 
{ 







c "smear" artists like WALTER CHELL. 


Informant advised that SMITH recently attended a meeting 
at the Central Methodist Church, which meeting was addressed by MAX, 
and that after the speech given by LERNER, SMITH had gone up to the’ stage 
and challenged LERNER to a debate, at which time they became involved in some- 
what of an argument and SMITH claims that the meeting broke up in a "near 


a 


riot", 


On March 16, 1944, SMITH eeceiead a letter from the _ 
St. Mary's Seminary in Baltimore, the substance of the letter being that the 


people connected with the St. Mary's eee: at Baltimore were more or less 
in favor of his Baltimore meeting. 


On March 16, SMITH wag encaged in a sonvensation with one 
of Detroit, at which time stated he was a disabled 
Wor ar I Veteran residing at 5031 Lincoln Avenue, Detroit. During the 
course of this conversation SMITH mentioned to I thet he was trying to 
organize a Veterans Committee in the America F arty and that SMITH was 
desirous of securing the aid of a Veteran from this war who had been mustered 


out and who would be sympath the cause to serve on the Committee. SMITH 
at that time was promised by that he would attempt to locate 


such an individual. At a later da contacted SMITH and advised him 
that he d get in touch with at the Veterans Hospital and 
that had promised to get he Commander of Post 45, 

apparen the American Pie in an epanas® to locate an individual who would 
help SMITH. la ee 8 
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Eg = “git, Very ‘truly yours, 


R. A. GUERIN, at 5.47 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 


United States Department of Justice \ 
Saint Louis, Missouri > 
April 4, 1944 uy 
\- 


ALL ete TID 





Director, FBI DAT 
: 0 
Re: ° G L Charm, E dela ee as 
rd ERALD ° with aliases i i iffy jen 
Se eet “FIRST PARTY; 
SEDITION 
Dear Sir: 


There is being forwarded herewith a letter which 
portedly was sent out by the AWERICA FIRST PARTY. Inasmuch 
zs only seven of these letters have been referred to the 
St. Louis Office and they are anonymous, it would probably be 
rather difficult to determine who actually prepared it and 
mailed it. However, should it actually have been sent by 


representatives of the —- FIRST Paty there are sone 


ve cod sugpects in Be Re ci an 
SX¥I uis, thet "SMITH denied having anything 


with this letter himseif or having any knowiedye-of-itz onthe 
the t 
















other hand re is some indicatio ve 
been put out by the, les nunist Party in order to discredit the 
AMBHICA FIRST PARTY. £7) Ta 
eT Therefore, it is reguested th rs Lette 
ae oe presented to the Department so that they may caades whether it in a 


ae itself contains seditious language which would be a basis for 
prosecution. It is requested that the St. Louis Field Division 
be advised 4f the Bureau feels thet any useful purpose would be 
served in trying to determine the author and distributor of this 
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Dear Fellow American: 


You must realize by now that you were duped into this war by a gang 
of Jewish war mongers in Washington to save the British Enpire, Communist 
Russia, and a mass of stupid chinese cooltes. Under the leadership of 
Roosenfeld and his d~gooders we plunder our natural resources to save forelgn- 
ers, We gag the press & radio, we force wage-carners {nto labor unions, we 
deprive the employer of his right to manage his own business, we deprive the 
farmer of the right to manage his land and dispose of his crops, and we send 
our boys to fight European wars. 





America needs a new leadership. 
; | , 
; This new leadership is rising Like a wave of the future in the wake 
of great newspapers like the Chicago Tribune and brave congressmen such as the 
Hon. Burton K. Wheeler, the Hon. Gerald P. Nye, and the Hon. John E. Rankin. 


‘ ; Foremost in the revival of American Nationalism is Gerald L. K. 
pao Smith who has a grest following of loyal Christian patriots which will form 
Pete! one Se the backbone of the New America dominant in world power. America is the No. 1 
country of the world without us nothing is possible. 





Mr. Smith will addrees the convention of the America First Party at 
the Kiel Auditorium March 25. You are urged to attend and hear his program 
for the New America. 


We must look at the war in a new light. We have seen how the new 
disciplined national states can overwhelm the so-called Democracies. Only 
when greatly out-numbered are they forced to give way. What could we not do 
if America with her vast population and resources were disciplined? . 





a If the United States ia good enough to save the world, we should be 

. good enough to lead it, instead of our rushing out with promises, the world 
should be made to come to us. We should not be too concerned over British 

and Russtan casualties since the weaker they become the stronger we remain. 


; The young vital nations like German, Italy and Japan are only doing 
what all nations have done in the past -~ expanded to overcome population 
pressure and gain raw materials. We have unwittingly opposed this natural 
growth, this God-made law of survival, and therefore we suffer. 





- But a new day dawns for America with —~ 


THE AMERICA FIRST PARTE 
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3. Edger Hoover - Director, Federal Buresu of Investigation 





fee 7 es GFEALD L. KE, SRITH with allases; aa or a 
Sale $ME AMERICA FIPST PARTY, ee 


Reference is made to your letter of April 4, 1944, transmitting a 
mineorraphed lettar signed and purportedly issued by the Anerice First Party. ie 
You 1 recall that t etter you made available was adcressed — b 2 
in an envelope postmarked at St. — 









&, = “ velope ze » forth no further Sdcentifying cata. 
+ . ms ‘ -@ Fed fg 
: In your letter you commented thet several other copies of this 
Ry letter had been brought to your attention end you observed that although is 
x23 aes letter was reported to heve been Agsued by the Aacrica First Party, there 
iF --  gome indicstion that the letter may hove oriinated with the Communist Perty 
eae or persons syapsthotic to the Communist Party at St. Louis. | 


In ansver to your requost the Bureau does not cesire further 
apecific investigation et this time relative to this letter, bat both the St. 
Louis Office and the Detroit Office ghould be on the alert for any additional 
information concerning the letter which may come to the attention of those 
offices in connection with their coversgs of the Saith investigation end 
general Communist Party ectivities, particularly ut St. Louis. 





For the information of the Detroit Office there are attached hereto 
eopies of your letter of Spekl 4, 1944, ss well as the forn letter purportedly 
issued by the Arerica Pirst Party. . oi | 
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-' Form No. 17 sie 
( / THis CASE ORIGINATED AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN ST. Pruzno, 100-4156 
1a : ’ 


4 » - _ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 





REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY ° 
WHICH MADE 
ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 3/31/4u 3/21 ,22,23/44 b7— x25 


TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE 


GERALD LYMAN KEKNETH SMITH, was INTERNAL SECURITY = G 


Arr TAmr afer 


MERICA FIRST PARTY pelted MATTER 





SYNOPSISOF FACTS: SMITH spoke before closed meeting of ine Fite First sympethizers 
on 3/22/uhy at the Gustavus Adolphus Hall, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
Attendance estimated at 600 persons. Again lashed at the 
Internationalists, Bureaucrats, WILLKIE, Minnesota Senators 
JUDD and GALE, Communists, President and Mrs. FRANKLIN D. 
ROOSEVELT, WALTER WINCHELL, lend=lease aid to Great Britain 
and defended his stand in regard to the Jewish race as a whole 
by saying "The American people will never underwrite all the 
sinners in any race or creed", Revealed that CARLSON, author 
of *Undercover™ had been found by the MARTIN DIES investigators 

—- to be a traitor to his country.and should be indicted by Depart- 

as ment of Justice. Quoted DIES as having said 60% of WINCHELL's 
statements in broadcasts were fabrications; that he, SMITH, 
had instituted libel proceedings against WINCHELL. Recommended 
men like RICKENBACHER and LINDBERGH in the White House to restore 
free speech. Also appeared in filled Minneapolis Council Chamber 
on 3/23/44 before Public Grounds & Building Committee hearing 
on petition for use of Minneapolis Municipal, Auditorium on 
5/2h/ ly. Opposed by labor representatives who were Communist 
inspired. Would support CHARLES A. LINDBERGH for president 

if he would accept nominatione 
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DETAILS: AT MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTAs 


SMITH spoke’ before a closed meeting of the America first sympetnizers on 

‘March 22, 194, at the Gustavus adolphus Hall, 1628 East Lake Street, 

Winneapolis, Minnesota. The meeting was attended by approximately 600 persons 

and it was sponsored by Mrs. ERNEST LUNDEEN, widow of the late Senator ERNEST 
LUNDEEN of Minnesota. Reporting Agent, under pretext, determined from the 
custodian of the hall that he had received a check from Rev. CARL O. STADSEKLEV 

of piensa Minnesota, in payment for the eeneeh of the bel on March ees sins 
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eae SMITH's speech again foliowéd very ciose ly the same theme as contents of pre- 
Vious speeches reported by this office and subject again lashed at the Inter- 
nationalists, Bureaucrats, Minnesota Senators JUDD and GALE, Communists, 
WILLKIE, the President and Mrs. FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, WALTER WINCHELL, lend~ 
lease aid to Great Britain and defended his stand in regard.to the Jewish 
Trace. 


The meeting was scheduled on the mailed invitations sent to various members of 
the America First Committee and sympathizers and was to have started at 6:00 
Pelle This meeting Was & closed meeting and only those who carried invitations 
or came with people having invitations, would be admitted. Reporting Agent 
obtained from a confidential source an invitational letter, a copy of which 

is being reteined in the St. Paul Field Division file on subject. The hall 
was completely filled at aosroximetely 7135 P.t. and SiITd ga ad the meeting 
et anoroximately 7:45 P.M. Or the platform were seated GUST 3, CACHIARAS, 
Dean of the itinnesota sible University, 1507 University Avenue s&\utheast 
Kinneapolis, Minnesota and Rev. CARL O.\STAUSKLEY. Mrs. LUEDEEX, 
the late senator and tne most prominent’ £ the SKITH aatelites, arrived with 


Se om Pepe, Se ee a Lo. tr haa he afin 
her daughter and took hér places on the piatrorme Her entrance had been preface 


by an eulogy by SMITH extolling her fortitude in the face of persecution by 
vicious scandalmongerse Tne crowd responded to SMITH's request, for an ovation 
to Mrs. LUNDEEN when she arrived at the hall, and the crowd responded accorde- 
ingly when she enterede SMITH then led the crowd in the singing of one verse 
of the Star-Spangled Banner, after which Rev. STADSZLEV cave ct orief prayere 
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SATE opened his talk by explaining that his return to Minneapolis was rather 
a premature and the reason for his returning to Minneapolis was to defend himself; 


f= that if he were absent his enemies might misconstrue the fact and he wanted to 


asc. * snow the Communists tnat he had the courage to come tc Linneapolis and answer 
He A any questions about himself which might be asked, while the Minneapolis City 
mm 5 Councilts action was pending on his request for the use of the Municipal 
po Auditorium, — : ! 


ry 


SMITH advised that"when the time comea for the great rising Hide to deny 
us the use of free speech and the use of the radio, then the strength is | 
weakening and victory is ours because the great constructive spirit of this 


to ellrme tha worlsc +n he 
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crusadé 16 sweeping the nation. We're not going 
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politicized into a fourth time scheme". 


SiITH then explained his previous efforts to obtain the use of the Minneapolis 
iwunicipal Auditorium at which time Mrs. LUNDEEN, Mrs. SKITH and himself had 





aie met Mr. ADAMS, Manager of the Auditorium, at which time ADAMS explained that 
-— there should be no difficulty whatsoever in SMITH's obtaining the auditorium, 
{2 ; but that it was up to the City Council in Minneapolis to decide. 

7 SMITH then discussed at length the Americanism of ‘various people who were to 


talk on the proposed program of the Northwest Rally of the America Firsters on 
Yay 24, 1644 in Minneapolis, Minnesota. He said that it wasn't the speakers 
whose Americanism was being questioned "It!s that big, bad, boogey man S'ITE 
vhose Americanism is being questioned”. He then tola of other meetings which 
he had held throughout the country. He mentioned particularly that he had 
some opposition in Cleveland about a year ago and that the Layor there at one 
time had announced "never agein will SHITH talk in the auditorium". Recently 
this same mayor said "Under no circumstances deny the auditorium to SLITH". 


S. ITH then moved closer to the micropnone and in 4 confidentiel tone whispered, 
this same Mayor is running for Governor and still thinks that I should have free 
speech. Itts funny how these politicians change around election time. 





pe SMITH then turned to the subject of a fourth term saying that ROOSEVELT 

nee had almost assumed the attitude that we need him for the fourth term. S:ITH 

then went on to tell how in Philadelphia on the roof garden of the prominent 

hotel where he had held a meeting that so many people had come to hear him 

that in order to comply with the city fire ordinances the hotel quit running 

the elevators ang over 200 people walked up 18 flights of stairs "to hear a man 
with ae talk about old-fashioned americanism, that's encouraging" 4 pram vuous 
applause 





Reve STADSKLEV was mentioned as having completed his plans to visit Washington, 

D. Ce and to contact the Federal Communications Commission in regard to his 

heving been denied the use of & broadcast period with Station WDGY in Minneapolis, 

Hinnesota. SHITH then continued "all we need to restore free speech is the 

right man in the thite House,’ which men he mentioned as being RICKENBACHER 

and LINDBERGH. He then blasted the two Minnesota Senators JUDD and GALE and 

advised that JUDD had: been brought up in Shanghai, had spent practically all 

of his adult life in China and that dine was not the place to learn how to be 

a Congressman. In regard to GALE, he mentioned that he took a free trip with = 
MARSHALL FIELD, owner of the newspaper P.M., and stated "don't forget they 

don't give free trips for nothing: " He then dwelt on GALE's internationalist 

tendencies stating ®t wish that we had a President that thought as much of 

America as CHURCHILL does of England and STALIN of Russia". "You have two 

Congressmen, one from Shanghai, the other from London. Why not elect a 

Senator from Minnesota? I would like to see you send Nrs. LUNDEEN to take 
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the place of GALE, the Internationalist. Evembody who thinks that's all 
right, say I. Double it. Give that a hand". He then told how WINCHELL 
and PEARSON were engaged in a campaign of vilification against Mrs. LUNDEEN. 


SMITH then stated "I am prepared to report the best in Washington, D. C. 

The Bureaucrats are on the run. HARRY HOPKINS is humting for a job; ELEANOR 
is trying to get in her last trip. The Bureaucrats are really beginning to 
get scared. ELEATOR doesn't know whose nose she is going to rub next. I 
understand she is consoling the wounded soldiers. If I ever am wounded I 
dontt want to have to look up at thet puss. I would rather bleed to death 
than die of fright. During her husband's administration she has gathered 

a profit of $3,000,000 in cashe" 


He continued "If ROOSEVELT goes back for another four years, he will 

completely loot the public treasury and control the Supreme Court. Conservative 
students of government have told me that we can kiss our republic goodbye if 
ROOSEVELT gets in againe The ROOSEVELTS will never want to sive it up then; 
probably will want to bring ELLIOT in next. I hope that we have enough ccurege 
to enact a law making. it unlawful for any man to seek the presidential chair 
for more than two terms. We have two attitudes: one on the part of the 
Bureaucrats who are facing defeat; and the other on the part of the America 
Firsters end Anti-New Deal Democrats who are over-corfident - that over- 
confidence is a bad thing". 


Mention was then made in regard to the stealing of the soldiers vote by the 
issuing of a blank piece of paper for a vote to the soldiers. This subject — 
had previously been reported in reports from this office. 


He stated "they are shipping plows and farm machinery to Europe. Well, asbad 
as they need the machinery, we don't have to donate it to them, do we?" 
"Those European nations have billions frozen in the United States. There 

is 7 billion dollars invested in the United States by British citizens. I oppose 
lend-lease because it gave the President too much money to control. They are 
taxing incomes now of 310 a week. Why not take the 7 billion the British 
have to pay for the goods they are getting. They have spent 6 billion in 
South America. Why not give $1,000 cash to 6 million of our boys when they © 
are mustered out of the armed forces, instead of squandering this money in 
South America. Why, we are handing our boys a mere $2090 - that's enough to 
live on for about four weeks = then what? They don't go into war plants 
unless they can pass a physical examination - they'dontt want them without 
arms, etce” He then mentioned the case of the soldier with his hands shot 
off as has been reported in his last speech made in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 


SIITH then discussed at length the "White Slave Traffic Bill®as he called 
it, referring to Senate Resolution #666 (National Conscription Bill}. He 
then declared that this bill would break up families, send young girls away 
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from their homeswhich would bring about an increase in youth delinquency. 
He. also called the act a penal servitude etc. and stated if it had passed, 
they would have used the act to transplant populations in order to control 
electicns. HUEY LONG had mentioned that they were going to try to move 
populations out of Louisiana to Alaska to control the elections theree This 
can be found in the Congressional Record of August 9, 1935. SMITH talked for 
awhile advising that there was no conscription in Australia and Canada and 
that the Cenadian and Australia boys were not consezpted and that he doesn't 
want the British to question our patriotism. Also mentioned that there was 


plenty of meat in Canada which could be obtained without the use of stanps 
gece etce . 
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arr : Ye then mentioned that at a. prior meet ing eld in St. Louis, re Communi 
7s al ‘Party had circulated 2" x 16" sheets and erated that SMITH was a traitor 
ome and signed at the bottom, Communist Party of Missouri. He then told about 


a 


ih. 
u 


a ; @ Communist who had appeared before the St. Louis Council to oppose SMITH and 
ere when asked if he would let JO® STALIN talk in the St. Louis Auditorium, this 
eee, Communist said Yes. They then gave SMITH the auditorium with an almost 
unanimous majority. He also mentioned that the Communists were attempting 

to have LIXDEERGH Boulevard in St. Louis, Missouri changea to Victory Highway, 
Cohen Street or something. Of 3000 telephone calls made in St. Louis, SMITH 


advised that only some 20 neople were opvocsed to his speaking thera and SMITH 


a ed WwiitA ii yy Ouwiiw f.. ry perv vous We Vryvuwew ww 244 7 Uh Bet Weswe WV See le ei ee 


went on "I think you will find it's the same in Mirmee peti s “ste Paul and 
Des Noines™. 





"Thay say that Jesuenae has blown up, well, that will look like a two-for-e- 
penny fire cracker when the American people get ready to blow up the New Deal." 
SHITH mentioned the .forth-coming hearing. on March 23, 194); of his application 
for use of the Ninneapolis Municipal Auditorium in Minneapolis, Minnesota 
before the Phblic Buildirg and Grounds Committee of the Minneapolis City 
Council which woula be held at 2:00 P.M. on that date. He requested that the 
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American First sympathizers to be there one hour earlier - at “1100 P.M. He 
then stated that he did not come to Minneapolis to drum up a crowd for that 
meeting, but he mentioned that he didn't want anyone in the audience to think 
he would be insulted if they all came to that Sener 





He then spoke.regarding his ‘Anti-Semitic ee tikuder "Veny people think that I 
am anti-Semitic because IJ am against WINCHELLe Mr. ROOSEVELT is an Episcopalian 
ie. os pee so was GEORGE WASHINGTOX. JI am against ROOSEVELT and for WASHINGTON, but 

a that doesn't mean I am avainst the Episcopal Church. I attack HAROLD ICKES, - 
FELIX FRAVKFURTER and HARRY HOPKINS. There is a certain type of Jew that will 
say tthat man attacks LiHYAN because he is a Jew.' The American people will 
never underwrite all the sinners in any race or creeds. You have never heard a man 
speak that was raised by better Christian people than my father and mothere 

One of tne things tnat my father taught me is that it is wrong to persecute &ny 
man for his religione There are crooks among the Catholics, Methodists and 
Presbyterians - I have even. known a few Episcopaliens you couldn't trust. 


- 
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Just the moment that I suggest that there might be some Jews some place . ] 
that might have made a mistake, I am smeared ~ it's an intolerant Buel ues ; 


"Under Cover lists the people that are supposed to make up the political 


cunderwod. MARTIN DIES investigators have discovered that this man CARLSON © 


is a’traitor to his country and should be indicted immediately by the Depart- 
ment of Justice. Born of Armenian parentage in Greece. I thought there was 
something wrons when an immigrant tries to run out native born Americans out. 
Think of listing HIR:M JOEYSON ara Dr. RILEY in Unaercover as enemies of Arerica, 
and one of America's top citizens, HERY FORD. Just to show you how ridiculous 
this CARLSON is with his six setae J te was in Detroit end began talking about 
the Fase am of HENRY FORD and GERALDMSITITH. A good man in the audierce stood up 
and said, thire CARLSON, I want to ask-you a question ~ where were you born?! 

'I was born in Greece', tHe you think you are a better American than HENRY 
FORD?! CAPLSON was said to have stood up and said tyest, I don’t agree with 
HENRY FORD's policies (mentioned FCRDts prediction about the wer ending), but 

I do believe that he is a great American, and if the time ever comes when we 
have to list HIRAM JOHNSON, RILEY and H=NRY FORD as enemies of America, then 

we had better investigate the people that are listing such men as enemies of 
‘America. That book t(ndercover! has been reviewed by too many Jewish Rabbis. 


meet = wer tare To. thee wba le bm nle Lh me Aeae te 14 «+k 
Do you mow WAY t an UNS Whose COOK CAsy con’t List one Single JeWs Are all 


the Jews perfect? Brother LIPSHITZ (WIK CHELL) is slipping. Mr. DIES has 
concluded that there is a conspiracy in America to break down the faith of 

the people in our legislative government, and he (DIES) declared that WINCHELL 
is a part of this eccnspiracye Think of it. WINCEELL calls the House of 
Representatives, the House of Reprehensibles. HOFFIIAN has been led to believe 
by important people that the Department of Justice has evidence to prove that 


_ the Jergens Company, which pays WINCFELL $5,000 for 15 minutes on the air, 


ig tied closer to Germeny than enyone WINCHELL wants to indict and therefore 
ae puiis out $250,000 from Jergens knowing this. DIES is investigating 
this." 


Prominent Jewish leader told me the first thing he would do to alley anti- 
Semitism would be to silence WINCHFLL. Quoted DIES as bavine said "60% of 


NINCHELL's statements in broedcasts were fabricctiors end he (SMITH) had 
instituted libel proceedings against WINCEELLe"® 


SMITH phen quoted from an article in the Bollier's Magazine, issue of March 3rd 
last, regarding an article nee WALTER DAVENPORT and amplified on the Statements 
contained therein. -- : 


La 


SMITH then told of how the Internal Revenue Department had checked his income 


tax returns over @ period of ten years and that there had been Lo men investi-~ 


gating this, three of them had desks in his office for six menthes Letters. — 
were said to have been sent to every bank in the comer? attempting to see 2 
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if he, SMITH, had a lock box, ‘They had come to §Si{ITH's house, locked at the. 
pictures on his walls and also scrutinized a pair of Mrs. SMITEH's rhinestone 
rings which SEITH said he paid something like $12 for them. They went to all the 
apartments in Detroit to see if he was keeping another woman. When they got 

all through the soverrment had spent about §125,000 to investigate me and 

they found out that I had made a little error in taking an exemption and 

that ne cwed them 3200; that they assessed him a little over $200 due to 

his enemies protesting» 





Subject then stated that he had been called on about three months ago by a 

WILLKE representative who said "Come on GERALD, why don't you and WENDELL 

get together, I can arrange a secret meeting ~ there is money in it." Less 
- than 60 days ago, WILLKIE sent another agent to me who said "I am authorized 
by one of the 15 richest men in the worldto offer you anything you want GERALD, 
if you will cooperate with WILLKIE. We can work out e plan where you can help 
WILLKIE on the *Q.T.' without hurting him in the East". Hell -hath no greater 
fury then a woman ~ or a WILLFIE scorned. “He can't fool us, we kriow he be- 
longs to the International Clique, Hollywood, Wall Street and the Whiskey Trust". 
SMITH stated that he hed heard rumors that there might be a possible freezing 
of the present officers of the administration in their office for one year if 
@ second front is opened in the near future against Germany. He also stated 
that small metal buttons were being passed out in the new ccnquered territory 
with the photograph of ROOSEVELT imprinted thereon. SiITH stated that even 
Nye and himself couldn't get metal buttons stamped because the metal was on. 
the priority list, but ROOSEVELT was able to further his political stand. 








Bs eg . A collection was then take up from the persons in his audience and the closing 
ae prayer was given by REV. STADSKLEV, after which a salute to the flag was given 
: i : by eoeryone in the audience and the meeting closed at Lane 10:15 P.M. 





TROY OUR DEMOCRACY! Tell che City Council: FASCISTS MUST NOT BE ALLOWED 
TO DESSCRATE OUR MUNICIPAL AUDITORIUM s* A copy was obtained by the a 
Agent and is being made a part of instant file. . Bs ; , a 


On the last page of this pamphlet are the words "GERALD § SMITH fiesiioa TRAITOR® 
and statements were printed thereon by ALBERT ESNOUGH, CIO Co-Chairman Labor 
Coordinating Committee, Business Representative, Textile Workers Unions Joint 
Board; seeieid: Nanege AFL Co-Chairman Labor Coordinating Cormittee §ecretary, 
Hotel and Restaubant Workers Locals Joint “Executive Board and FRAIK lb!) ALCOM, 
Representative, Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen. and representatives of ‘the 
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University of Minnesota Student League for Denocracy spoke ageinst sri and a 
the use of the auditorium. BOL Me 


Tne following representatives were identified by the Reporting Asent who 
spoke ir opposition to SMITH's use of the hinneapolis itunicipal Auditorium: 
ALBERTACSNOUTH, Eusiness Agent of Twin Cit: Joint Board of Textile tiorkers 
ana Co=Cnsirnen of tne Laoor Coorcineting Committee, CIO, aia a i $5 

VEIN TCE orgenizer for Teamsters Union Local Shi, aF of L; WLLIA£ +.USETH, 
Member of the innesota State Inaustriel Union Council, CIO and ke igure of 
tne Communist Ferty, District py; EXLA’CLAILY, n eress ana formerly kmown to 
be connected withthe Young Cocmunist Le&acue; Bahcucna, Fineanciel Secretary 
of tie Unites Electrical, Reaio anc Lachine WorkerS Union Local 1145 and. 
Communist Party member; LECLARD\YLASELAN, me.aoer of the hennepin County 
Incustrial Union Council ara memker of tae Communist Party Puro of District 
w9s RAYNCUDAARIGHT, business Asent, Uctel & Restaurant Enployees, Local 665 
ana key fPigumof toe Communist Party District pys EUSERS “MY. PrREY, Political 
Science professor end former candcicate for lavors EUGEHVEWLARKIN, memoer of Ue of 
Linnesotea Stuaent Leazue for Lemocracy, a Young Communist\-eague front 
organization; RUTMSALZ.A, memoer of University of Minnesota Stuaent League 
for Democracy, & YXng Communist Leasue front organization; ESTEER QR ILLYNER, 
University of -irnesota zraduate Se end ember of the Minnesota Student 





League for Democracy and REV, C. S.MPAZVES of the Forest Rill Congregational 
Cnuren, liinneapolis, Vinresota. 


Reporting on the article of the .inncapolis Deily Times on Friday, March 2, 
lyiw4, tne following is the context of SKITH's speech at the hearing. -"I am 
accused of being anti-Negro. Tne first attack ezgainst HUEY LONG ang GERALD L. 
Ke SXITR was ave to the fact tnet we aavocated equal educational opoortunities 
for nesroes in Louisiana. They accuse me of being a member in the Silver Shirts. 
In 1933 beth my wife and I got complimentary membership cards from DUDLEY\PELLEY, 
but we sent tnem pack. They accuse me of being anti-Jewish. I have here lé\ letter 
from RICEARB/GUTSTADT, director of the Btnai Btrith's anti-defaration league 
that says tn seas organization aces not so accuse mee I'11 tell you what all 
this accusatiom business ise Itts the old Communist Farty line. How many who 
were witresses against me here this afternoon are opposed to the Fourth term? 
sand up. (No one stood) Am I anti-Episcopalian because I am against ROCSEVELT? 
Ar I anti-Jewish beceuse I am asainst FELIX FRAKEIFURTER? Woy, this GERALD L. 
Ke SLITE youtve heard cescribed here by these witnesses this afternoon is a 
stranger to me and to my wife. The wizard of the Klan tried to run me and HUEY 
LCrVe out of Loureteneis but we ran him out instead”. 


a a 
SEITH continued "I'll tell you what", addressing himself cirectly to the © ++". 
committee members, "you'd like to get off this hot seat. Name three outstanding | 
rabbis, have them investigate; if they say I shouldn't have the auditorium werll | 
Withdraw the request. Name three outstanding Negro clergymen; put it up to™— 
them. You see, it's old Communist party line. It seems to be a bad now, that 
if youtre opposed to the fourth term ana opposed to collectivism = if you would 
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favor development of private enterorise -_you're called a Fascist. The chief?” :. 
¥ oh sf at od -. 
champion of that seems to be our vice president, ESKRY TIALLACE" . Ro ae 


Aleerman WaLTER J. UURPEY, member of the Committee asked SWiTH the following 
guestions “Who are you supporting for Fresident?" Ski TH answereds "Ye 


haven't acreed, butyin our discussions we nave talked about it, if he'd accept 
it. It's C:.RLES ie Pacers a native of your own stete™. 
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7 i. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federel Bureau of Investigation 
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THE AMERICA FIRST PARTY = eo & HS 
INTERNAL SECURITY; SEDITION 


For your further informetion in ‘seaniection with your consideration of 


‘this eese there is attacned hereto a copy of an adcitional report submitted by 


Special agent I dated Merch 31, 1944, at St. Paul, Minnesota. 
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Meral Rureas of Jnuestigat.. a 
United States Department of Justice 


Post Office Drawer V, Plaza Station 
2 Saint Louls 1, Missouri 
April 5, 1944 





Director, FBI 


Gi : 
Re: GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, 
with. aliases; 
T ICA FIRST PARTY 
SEDITION 
Dear Sir: 


Reference is made to Bureau letter (62-443818) dated 7 


oo March 28, 1944, returning three of the copies designated for . ' ey asde 
we the Bureau of the report of Special Agent aaueerani pIe * es: 
<a Saint Louis, Missouri, dated March 6, 1944, so t could 7 % 
be rewritten in order to eliminate all indications which would 

show that the information had been obtained by constant ob- 
servation and coverage, 


Three copies of the revised report are being forward- 
ed to the Bureau, two to the Detroit Office, and one to the 


Oklahoma City Office. Saint Louis Office file copies have been 
changed. 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN If UacLASSIED 
DATE _roljaz- BY. 


\ ce 


ec Detroit (Enc) 
cc Oklahoma City (Enc.) 
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The followin, resolution wes unaninously adopted by 


by one, Gerald L. K. Saith, ho, by beth word and deed hes allied © 
himself with the advocates of a negotiated pence with Hitler end hes > ~ 


been revealed by John Cerlson eccording to his recent book "Under 23 o 


“aL eartt ra Fela int“ hs as 
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Local a3, LoUedeceWeho, C.1.0. st its regul:r mnem:-ershi> meeting, 


WHEREAS, the American people anc the peoples of our /‘llies 
cre working, fizhting snd dying to put an end to sg-ression and the 


causes of aggression such os Bitlerisn, Narism, Fseseiss end J: penese 


Wizi EAS, We the ashipyird workers of Bethlehem Fsirfleld ~ ve 
_ 6nipysrd ere workin; lone and arduous hsura to build shigs to bring | 
this w:r to & speedy and victorLous conclusion. 
RaR"EAG, we ere deterzines thet there sh2ll rot be any 
obstruction, physical or pSychologicsl peraitted to st:nd in the 
way of our efforts to win the war ana the peace. 
THERCFORR, be Lt resolved that Loc] 43, [oUMeseWoheyCoIoOe 


does hereby protest the scheduled secret seeting which h-s been celled 


“a 


“h 
Pe 


Cover™ to also be en advocate of the B:me Feacist methods which oe 


oe 


Hitler and his storm troopers ad to sestroy the last vestigé of 


ws t 
ie, . 


Be it further resolved that ‘the proper euthorities of the cs 


City, Staten end Federal Governaents neke & thorough investization 


whom he is consorting. ae 
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Aseistent Attortiey General Tom C. Clark S| 
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J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Invastigation 





—OFRALD L. KE. SUITS 
fuk AMFRICA FIRST PARTY 
JATERNAL SECURITY; SEDITION 


‘NA Yor your informetion there is attiched a cozy of a resolution concerning 

yy  gubdject Seith rapartedly rdopted by Local #43 of the Industrial Union of Marine and 

wees Shipbuilding Workers of Amerion, Boltinore, Maryland, at its regular meeting held 
on April 2, 194. | 


A earban copy of this resolntion was recently received by the Bureau in an 
envelope postm.rked et Baltinore, Marylend, April 6, 1944, this envelope becring the 
return eddress "Industrial Union of Marine & Shipbuilding Workers of America, 31 South 
Calvert Street, Baltimore 2, Merylend" but neither the envelope nor the copy of the 

at resolution has any adcitional identifying data. The receipt of the copy of ths 
“ resolution has accordingly not been acknowledged by the Bureau. ; 
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Shia invitation will adenit Bearer and friends to 


e bnerica Kirst Meeting 
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Kiel (Public) Auditorium (Assembly Hall) 
Corer {ath and Market, St. Louis, Missouri 
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ENCLosunE 


SPEAKERS, ) 


GERALD L. K. SMITH MRS. ERNEST LUNDERN 


(Widow of United States Senator) 
CHARLES 4. MADDEN CAPTAIN EARL SOUTHARD 


Pittsburgh) ormer Commander V.F.W. of WWinois) 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Subject aldregeed meeting sponsgred by Mrs. gomn Own and | 
Mre. LILLI ARES, officers offNational Blue Star Mothers 
of Am. on 3/2/44 at Phila. Six hundred persons including 

former An. First and Coughlinite leaders in attendance, 

ae Summary of speeches set forth. Delegates fron National Blue 
“. E Star Mothers of Am. will attend St. Louis Convention called 


ty SMITE. . ye 


| = | | 
PEF EREX Ci; Letter from Detroit to ea dated ee 16, 144, 
aaa The following report on the pettus addressed ty subject and held 


at the Bellevue Stratford Hotel in Philadelphia, em March 2, 1944, 
under the auspices of the officers of the National Blue Star Mothere of America, 
Mre. JOHN BROWN and salad ae PARES, was ‘eubettted by the Penneylventa State 
Pergens es: Tres : : — - et 






| . At 8:20 P.K, Mrs. PARKS, the Gidiredi pened tho ceotine Wy 
asking the audience to stand and clams - ote on ieaned and give She cneee 
of piereeerenee to the Flag. ie : 


= "rs, PAgKS then wired to ‘the rostrum end read five: a oe oaeaa'? 
peta. 'We welcome you here tonight on dehalf of the Blue Star Mothers who make 
it possible for audiences throughout the nation to hear such outstanding speskers 
as GERALD L.K, SHITH and others. It is our wish to uphold the Constitution ami do 
away with the infringezents of our Constitutional rights which have been alge 
‘jupen us by the bureaucrats in Washington, . , 






? ye eee 
, "We believe the sanctity of the American hone ‘an are sine eaveniy 
: opposed to any Measures which ares up the hone, place our children in any state 
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ae dapciatea pore ene or + the establishment of any other toteien’ systen in 
aero ee oe ae gic ities Pete eit 2c - 


aes 


SWe are vouseas by national éactetstiea of 1 wonen. Unaer it your 
isi Ritee could be sent anywhere in the United States to work, the mother could 
be sent to China and children would de forced to shift for themselves or be 
entirely dependent upon goveranent pussenerete and at their mercye 


"Every loyal American citizen maintains these same views and it is 
the wish of the Blue Star Mothers to petition your elected representatives 
to keep Congress from becoming subservient to any other powere If you don't 
your President who is your elected servant becomes your dominating master. 


. "Mre. CATHERINE BROWN ~ I have some letters here from which I wish 
to read excerpts to youre This is no laughing matter and shows the temperment 
of certain groups in this country. J mean the American Legion agTl do not 
refer to the rank and file membere who I think are good Americans and could 
be relied upon to defend this country in case of invasion. 


“I refer to the officers of the American Legion who sent out these 
replies on the stationary of the State organization. ‘She said she had written 
to them protesting their support of the national labor draft. 


The reply from Do:‘leetown, 'You slimy creatures had better crawl 
back in your niches in the sewer, America is no place for you. You had better 
be careful before firing squads start to hunt you down,! : 


"The audience Laughed aad ehe said it wae no laushing matter. She 
then read a letter from a Legion Post on North S3rd St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
The Post Commander had a distinctly Jewish namee They asked the names of the 
members of her organization and the names of their children who were ae 
in the earned forces and their present military addiré sees. 


"S-e eaid she did not ciara these ‘aus to the fact at. they might 
be intimidated. I sent a copy of the firing squad letter to the State Adjutant 


end he wrote 'tripeton the letter and returned it. I ‘worked for the Legion 


at one time and this was not one man's opinion. It came on their stationary 
and had to Dai the approval of the Commander and his AAJA ND te: 


ay am for a four point program for veterans of this war when they 


| return home and we are distributing petitions which we want you to get signed 


and return to us. I want any of you men who are Legion memberg to know what 
happened and take sich action as vou think gee be taken under the circum 
Btancese 


-o~ 
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"My four point programa for returning veterans is as tolowat: 


le A jod with a living wage salary for: every yeteran. 

Ze Ko apple selling. 

3. Mo making poppies to support themselves or members of 
their family. ~~ 

4- No joining the American Le zion when they return. 


“She then introduced Gerald L.K. Sai th as one of the outetandi ng 
end ovtspoken men in the United States. 


—_— 


"GERALD L.K. SMITH ~ I mst give you aome bad news regarcings Congrese- 
man CLAct E. HOFFAN. He is one of the few Congresemen who hee not teen caged 
by the Eew Deal, It ic an unpleasant duty but I wust report that he ia not 
here tonight due to illness. He has been sick for several weeks but he got 
out of bed yesterday and hoped to come here to Philedelphia. | 


"I crave a telegram from him personally which I will read to you but 
he had to etay home since it war his doctor's orders. This man is a great 
Auerican and he feels terrible at missing the opportunity to addrese such a 
representative audience in the city of Philadelphia. 


"SKITH then read a telegram from ROFFMAN apologizing for not teing 
present and asking them to carry on the good work. SMITE then said that Mrs. 
BROWN was sitting back there biting her naile since she had not supervised the 
taxing up of the collection when she was speaking so he would now let her do 
that. Then he would give them the rew meat right off the griddle. 


"Mrs. HRCWN then came to the rostrum end asked for fundee We need 
this money, part of it, to pay for the rent of the room tonight. Girls in. . 
evening dresees then ceme to the front and etarted to pass amall baskets. Mrs. 
BROWN finally asked them to get bigger baskets so they could go faster. 


_ “SMITH continued, I have heard that there are some Communists in the 
crowd to heckle me but I think this eudience as well as myself know how to 
handle them. The first one that opens his mouth goee out feet firet. Am I 
si If you agree with that you can applaud and the crowd roared. 


"This country has come to a fine etate when the bureaucrets and pehexe 
in Washington take an outstanding citizen like CHARLZS A. LINDBERGH, a national 
hero, and hold him up to scorn for his beliefse This eame coterie of power hungry 
individuals do the same thing to men like HUARY FORD, GERALD NYE and BURTCH Kk. 
WEE=LER, I have algo been subjected to this pereecution by thoee in high offices 
who have attempted in every way to smear me and mth my character. They heve 
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even turned such characters as WALTER LIPSHITZ WINCHELL loose against me and 
they have the power of the radio and the press behind them which 7 do uct 
poseess. The papere always misstate the facts. Lat oa sae Oe 
| ge 
"At this point he told the audience to as sppiastine or he vould 
not have a chance to say muche You just listen to me and I'll tell you when 
something good is coming up and you can applaud then. 


"I don't think the word FIEST is a bad word and I like the oe 
‘AMERICA FIEST.£ Washington was firet in war, firet in peace and firet in the 
hearts of hie countrymen and he was a great American and our first president. 


"When a hundred men compete in a race one man comes in first and 
every one is attracted by his efforts. I want America first because I come from 
four generations of Anericang. My father, a minister of the Gospel, celebrated 
his SOth wedcing anniversary by retiring and if my parents live until next 
December they will celebrate their 57th anniversarye 


"My wife comes first in my affections and I hope she is the only.one 
YT ever hava She travele with me all the time and thet solves ninety-eight 
per cent of my problems. If she dicn't do thie the Communists and other people 
vho hate me would have a Blonde in my lap or one receone in my room when I came 
bac« from this meeting. 


®STALIN looks after Ruasia first but they are fighting to protect 
their territory. CHUSCKILL looks after Encgland first. Why shouldn't we look 
after Auerica firet? They are our allies but we should look after our interests 
Jast as they are looking after their interests. I objected to lend-lease and 
testified before the Senate Committee because I thought it was wrong to ship 
large quantities of material to them before our armies were thoroughly a a 
We should be as strong in the Zest as we are in the West. 

"IT have good news ou Fr ng rate election in 1944. We are on 
our way to victory and the first thing get the ROOSEVELT dynasty out of 
Washington and all the elimy Commnists nf fos. surrounded him out of the way. 
I am in favor of retiring the ROOSEVELTS to Hyde Park, giving ELEANOK six round 
trip tickets to Shanghai, eons WILLKTE to Moscow, and ment he HENRY WALLACE a 
milkman in China. ; 


"You know what slimy dirty-necked creatures the Communists in Phi ladelohie 
are, STALIN has repudiated the Commniat Party but he doesn't need to worry about 
them for EENRY WALLACE is going around the country making speeches for thea. He 
eaid in Mimeepolis that certain Russian principles must be incorpated in our 
government after the war. I don't want any of Ruesia in Anverica. 


. 
cE 
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"FARL BROWDEE who wae released by pardon from the Federal penitentiary 
should be the running mate of ROOSEVELT for the fourth term. These men are 
glorified while other good Americane like LINDHERGH are held up to scorn. 


"People say you showldn't talk politics or talk against the President 


_ im War time but it has to be done for this group of power hungry vultures Evatt 


seize all power and destroy the rights of nada dnerican ot tizens | 


We should have less President asi more Congress. let mo tell’ you 


ne ALBAN BARKLEY, He saw his home state, Kentucky, swing to the 


Repudlican column in the last election. He had to &o something to increase 
hie prestige so he led the fight against BCOSEVELT and thus hoped to fue on 
the winning sidee He can smell victory for us in the aire | 


"“Phis pan who acted as a rubber stains for the President for sigvan 
years didn't just suddenly change and decide to get off the band wagon. He had 
a good reason. ROCSEVELT is now talking about sixteen years. WASHINGTON, . 
JEFFERSON, MADISON and other served two tergs which they said wae enough. 
LIUCOLY only believed in two teras. If aman stays in power too long he 
controle the Supreme Court and the power of Congrese dwindles away. When a 
third term was suggested for GRANT, the Congress passed a resolution saying 
two terms wae enough and now this man wants a fourth terme 


"The bureaucrats and our global minded President are too duay trying - 
tc form esuper-duper governments with the Fresident as head of the Internstionel 
government to pay attention to what is happening to us in the United States. 
Toey want to fcrm an international congress in Casablanca, or South Africa, with 
Just enough Asericans present to pay the bill and I want no part of that. I 
never want to see any fleg above the American Flag or any group paseing laws 
for the Americans which are not ror compe eresy of Awericanss 


"hy eon is lending a mle in India tontighes He belongs to the pack 
troops and he ie not fighting for a fourth term for ROOSEVELT, He was em 
barramed in Tems when WINCHFLE said over the Radio that I stamped and spit on 
an American Flage I sued the Bernard McFadden publications and they had to 
retract and reorganize for this libel, but I could not answer him on the radio. 
You cam only speak on the radio if you are a candidate for office. I orgenized 
the SHITx for Senate Committee in Detroit and could speak every week. I was 
under no illusions and the New Deal shifted over enough votes to beat me despite 
the fact I polled as many votes as VANDENBERG, I am not a politician who goes 
around kissing babies; I am a Crusader. I am like an Army engineer who goes 
ehead and tests for booby trepse If I get blown up the others know what 


hamnaunA men £2 2 —- |. Pe *&. -~_-—- |_ — 


BEYPEHEU, if not it is eafe to “oe Os 


. “ 
~ 


-> 
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“I exposed WILLKIE before he spoke to the Matt onal Presbyterian 
Reecatis as a member of Wall Street, Hollywood and the whiskey truste 
This fraud got a cold reception. He planned to address a dig gathering in 
St. Louis and only 200 showed up. GERALD SMITH can blow a vatastle and get 
a bigger crowd than WILLKTE can br firing six gunte 

WAny Republican observess can go away and tell your Sat that we 
will have no parts for him. We are the balance of powere 


"Now I will show you the International Flag This is the Flag, 
or rag, I stamped on in Buffalo and if you think it is a joke the Adams 
Flag Company in New York makes them. I bought six of them for $3.57 apiece. 
(Flaz was not prominently displayed but it coukd be seen that it had red 
and white stripes, part of the Union Jack anda ster (yellow) in the top 
corner.) Said it looked like a Jap flag. 


"Yentioned his eon again as a handsome six footer with six years 
of military training, but is still a oe De as will be because he 
is a eon of GEHALD LeK. SMITH. - 


"Ee then displayed a hand crocheted flag which he stated contained 
200,000 stitches and which he stated had been given to him by one of his 
followers. 


"He proceeded to ridicule, HARRY HOPKINS, WICKARD and HENDERSON 
with the same speech which he had used on Movember 13, 1943, when he epoke in 
Philadelphiae 


"Cautioned that the rate were leaving a sinking ship. Read several 
clippings which praised him and a his organizations "Don't let these rats 

climo on our ship and rob us of the Victory.' Stated that the teachings of 
Christ are not foremost in this world or this war would not be taking place. 


The seeds of Marx theory took hold when the story of Virgin Mary was doubted. 


"IJ have been accused of dDeing anti~semitic. You can believe in 
teachings and laws of the old testament or be an atheist. If you let me 
believe in the teachings of Christ I will have no quarrel with you. All 
people are hiding behind religion now. J see the faces of ministers and . 
priests in this audience. 


"Repeated the story about getting WINCHELL out of the Mavy. 


"Held up e copy of P.M. Marshall Field uses this rag to lose money, 
does not accept adyertisements, to charge off income so he doesn't have to 
pay bigger Government taxes. Wouldn't it be funny if you went down on March 
15th and told the income tax collector such a storys You or I would land in 


the clink. 


: -6- 
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: "I have ‘twenty-six people working in our offices in Detroit putting 
_-- , | oUt the truth every day. We put out from 3,000 to 7,000 pieces of mail and 
>. have 3,000,000 membere pledged to the fights Mentioned the article in. 
mn ' Colliers (March 4, 1944 4436 They made an exhaustive search and inveatigation a 


. £8 end three things are truet Ve are ae balance bad powers pone i es ee 
“| memberehip and are Srowtnee:; “ = ie eg ee as 
; : —_ hey call me a narrowmi nded nationalist end Ly an prota: of that for 


I ap a crusader for America. Compared hig narrow mindedness to a canal and a 
swamp, the canal ia useful and a ewamp harbors crocodiles and other vermin, 


"I hate W.W.' — WALTER WINCHELL, WENDELL WILLKIE and WILLIAM WILL, 
Governor of Vermont, who euggested WILLKIE for the Republican nomimtion. He 
called me a black locust and I have never been called that before. 


"They passed envelopes for money. He gaid it was painful. Sugzested 
that $1.00 to $10.00 be put in the envelopes. Offered copies of 'So they — 
Indicted Me' as premiums, according to the amount contributed, also offered 
copies of the ‘Cross and The Plage’ Thies hurwe me, don't give nickels. Come 
up to we and I']1] give you one for I don't want to take money if you can't 
epare it. Your home comes first, your church next end then money for this 
kind of worke 


"Promised another big meetings admiesion by ticket only. Wants 
representatives at the convention in Ste Louis on March 25th. Woman sang 
‘Onward Christian Soldiers’ and girle collected the envelopes. This last 
part telling you what to do tires me more than two and a half hours of talking, 
but if I don't do it you Just go away and nothing happense The meeting was . 
brought to a close by singing of the 'Star Spangled Banner.! 


"There were approximately 600 persons in attendance. From a a=: 5 
dential source it was learned that of 


yg - 










“Observed in attendance at this meeting were the fo 
ersons who are known followers of the AMERICA FIRST. group? 








for the National “lue Star Mothers of America. 
oe. persons are wn to the attending officers, - =: aye 


known Communi ste! 





—Joe 


a nee aime 


_ 
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pee "Information was obtained through a confidential source on the 
- efternoon of thie date that the Communists were going to heckle and try to 
break up the meeting, also that the C.2.0. may call the enployees of the 
hotel out on strike to ee the meet tne: The meeting was held and there 
was no disorder.® - 2 oy : et ae 8 bw 






that a group of mexbers of the National 

. aw end the America First Party Convention 
to Xe held in §t\ Louis, Missouri, on March 25, 1944. The names of those who 
will make the trip have not as yet been ascertained. 


~ REFERRED UPOR COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN = 
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Russia, Brit aD, T 
Smith Asserts & 


The American voters must “ride 
the rascal bureaucrats” out of 
Washington in order to win the 

to avert Epos war ruin for 
the nation, Gerald L. K. Smith, 
leader of the America First party, 
told 160 party workers at a meet- 
ing. in Kiel Auditorium yesterday. 
he meeting, to which only his 
Most active followers were invit- 
ed, was supplementary to a public 
gathering Saturday night in the 
Auditorium Opera Houge and was 
devoted in good part to discussion 
of ways of swin ing more votes 
to some “nationalist” presidential 
candidates in the event the Demo- 
crats nominate President Roose- 
velt and the Republicans Wendell 
Willkie. 

‘Tve been accused of being a 

narrow-minded nationalist,” Smith 
,gald, “which is absolutely correct. ; 
American principles must be nar- 
row. There is no way to be broad 
about the Constitution and pre- 
cepts on which the United States 
were founded, Just because we 
all happen to be fighting-Hitler is 
mo reason why we should hug 
Russia and Great Britain.” 


gaining 
sirength daily, and that certain 
Republican forces have been try- 
ing to “put pressure” on Gov. 
John Bricker of Ohio. formar 
Gov, Harold Stassen of Minnesota 
and Gov. Thomas E. Dewey of 
New York to repudiate Smitb and 
his party, and thus deprive them 
of possible support Willkie is un- 
able to get. 

“Some astute political writera 
have given the America First. 
party credit for many of the Re-: 
Publican successes in state elec- 
tions,” Smith said, “particular 
in Colorado and Kentucky. 
urge tbe people of St. Louis to 
keep the good work rolling, for 
every person at these rallies there 
are at least 100 other St. Louisans 
who feel as you do.” 

At Saturday night’s meeting 
Smith was authorized to call a 
party convention to nominate an 
nsurgent candidate if Mr. Roose- 
velt and Mr. Willkie are picked 
by the other pe oe The names 
of Charles A. Lindbergh and Sen- 
ator Gerald P. Nye of North Da- 
kota were suggested. 

Mrs, Ernest Lundeen, widow of 
the Iate Minnesota Senator, ad- 
dressing yesterday's meeting, as- 
serted “foreign minded” persons 
are eavereune an internstional- 
ism that will rufn the Um.ed 
States after the war. 

“The United States is spending 
five times aa much for the war as 
Britain and six times as much as 
Russia,” she said. “After victory 
1s achieved, let hs bring back our 
boys, and not leave them to police 
a Europe that has had 541 wars 
since the United States was 
founded.” 

Election of a President from 
'“west of the Mississippi River, and 
not a atooge for Eastern interna- 
tionat Lt -kers" was urged by 
Charles ¢ Madden of Pittsburgh, 


thf sp gps nu Sp Pe 


head of tl + Defenders of George 


Washington. 

“This war {ts being fought for a 
world government and for no oth- 
er reason,” he said, “This world 

overnment would have a aingie 

ead—not an American — and, 
through -removal of tariff bar- 
riers, would have American labor 


ms 


m ant *I! the pessants at 


the 
leaders, about 175 of whom attend 
SO tengy 
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ention to 
Saturday and @ more intimate meet- tf Roosecelt ann ene 
ing of select faithful yesterday— any of their kind—are picked 
today fi the other ” 
tay, foKod the party prety | 7, ote Page aera 
was before, op to all eer io thet 


smells Hie Wendell Willkie.” 
Other items on the Smith agenda 
also reaffirim 
gonclaves included the gecdeneicne 
Dea! bureaucray Hopkins, “New 


Josef Stalin, a t : 
Stalin, a na fonal tabor draft 
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‘At length Smit Latin- tat 
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ting 
Smith expressed grea demonstrat 
With Saturday's Eset cin ae eras 
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WHAT EVERY STOUISAN - ea 
34648 SHOULD | DO 8 - 


(1) Get a mp of the United States. This map shows one of the important 
theaters of war = the homes front, 

(2) Cheok your mp over carefully and mark with X'a the cities and towns 
where race rioting, wrecking of churches, desecration of cemeteries, / 
and other forms of violence to life and property have ooourred in 
the last twelve monthse 


» 
oa 


Pa 


(3) Study the movements of Geraid L, KE, Smith and his henchmen, Refer 
to your map and remember the X's. WHAT DO YOU DISCOVER? 


. e+ me. i? - 
- Le as you » will find that these olties and towns are exactly the places 


ree Seirh fa 
Where yateald be Ke Smith and his henchmen “hed gained @ tos-hold by holding 
Peace. To .7 '* 


=. Hp aed 


meetings, seoret and open, to organize their fascist organizetions and to 
spread their Hitlerite’ doctrines of racial end religious hatrede thole ities 
and towns are exactly the places where Smith has slandered our war effort, our 
war leadership and the Amerioan people. | 

Look at your map againg You will see that Gerald L. XK, Snith, like =" 
the Hitler barbarians, has left a bloody trail of suspicion, disunity, sabotage 
and conflict goross our nition. Wherever he ~~ been allowed to sow the seeds 
of Hitlerism, an ugly crop of mrder and violence has been harvested, 


a) 
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DO THE CITIZENS OF ST. LOUIS WANT TO HARVEST pai A CROP? ROL ‘Wo 


do not want to add our name to the list of “AC ARIMA CORTARED 


oitizen against oitizon have soken placde HERE: it 5 CLAS: [FD 
ry cae 


| Eas fe tL. Wh. 
Bk VOICE YOUR PROTESTS AGAINST THE SMITH vee BATE, uavon beh ews 204, 
a WRITE TO ATTORNEY GENERAL BIDDLE TO INVESTIGATE THE FASCIST ACTIVITIES 
OF GRRALD L. K. SMITH 





Issued by The Amorioan Youth for. Demoo racy 


& ; 
407 Wainright Building,St,. Louis, Missourl 
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Por your further information in connection with your omssiAeeatlon a 
this case there is attached a copy of an additional report milmitted at 
peiemeletss cmap on April 4, 194, vy Beers Agen 
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bye. 
~<a Federal Bureau of Investigation jx: 
Rnited States Department of Justice es 
Detroit, Michigan 7 & oe 
; / ; ALL INFORY TEN CONTAINED? | “ie - ” 
J WEE CUCL ae 
hie ie 
Director, reRATE / Y - os 
: Re: x. SuITh, H, was eee ; 
SECURITY MATTER - SEDITION i 
annie 
Dear Sirs 
oe } "Wr 
DTD 















There is be set forth hereinafter a substance of information /fko, 
whose identity is knom to the Bureau, during 
rough April 4, 1944. I 


On March 17th Informant stated that Subject was in contac 
J. \JONES of Louisiana and at that time JONES advised that he was livi 
Ray Beach, Florida, in close proximity to Miami, Florida. JONES at it 
atated that he expected to have a well come in and that as a result of this nel ( wf 
in all probability would be able to furnish SMITH with a substantial check. 


_% 


Informant stated further that on this same date SMITH had been in con=- 
tact with Representative CLARE HOFFMAN and at that time HOFFMAN advised SMITH that 
he would attempt to address a meeting of the SMITH group led by Mrs. CATHERINE 
BROWN in Philadelphia sometime around the fifteenth of april. 


Informant advised that SMITH had apparently been having some trouble 
with his local printer and SMITH was of the opinion that the Anti-Defamation 
League had contacted his printer and attempted to persuade the printer to dis~ 
continue printing SMITH's publications. SMITH stated that the printer had 
apparently contacted the local police department and had been advised by the 
police that if he, the printer, did not publish SMITH's literature somepne else 
would, so he might just ae well take the jobs. ‘ 






SMITH stated that he had been having some trouble re cis 
Minneapolis and that he was being opposed by a group of Communists in that city. ~ 
In this connection, SMITH apparently made a personal appearance before the City ? 
Council in Minneapolis and presented his case. At this same time, SMITH stated ~~ 


that he had received a letter fron the Chief ' inf Police of st. Louis and that 


the chief had advised SMITH that he would have plenty of police | abate at is 
his st. Louis meeting. wary RECORDEL 2 oH eele 
Khe 
On March 20th, SMITH in another‘ extiVersation cine shes oma 


advised by JONES that JONES intended sending a check to SMITH in the 
amount of $890 to pay the bill owed by SMITH at the Embassy Press. 

SMITH stated at this time that he intended forwarding five thousand ie 
books to JONES. SMITH at this time stated that oi was going i have | rs 
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Director, FBI | Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, was 
AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
ee : INTERNAL SECURITY - G 


SECURITY MATTER - SEDITION 


ten thousand more of the books printed. SMITH and JONES were apparently refer- 
ring to the book, "And So They Indicted Me." . 












On March 27th, it was ascertained through this same Informant that 
Representative HOFFMAN had advised SMITH that he would be unable to attend the 
meeting at Philadelphia on the seventeenth due to the fact that there was some 
important legielation coming up in the House of Representatives on that date 


“ concerning lend-lease matters, and in all probability he would not be able to 
attend the meeting. 


Informant related that SMITH in a conversation with his office mana- 
d by DOMAN that SMITH had received a letter from 
S apparently in some sort of trouble, 
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The writer also advised SMITH that one Judge JOHN M. CAUNNAUGHTON» 
located in the Metropolitan Bank Building in Mashington, should be telephoni- 
cally contacted by SMITH. Along these same lines SMITH advised Informant that 
he did not intend to do anything about the above matter inasmuch as he felt ha 


that had plenty of friends who would help him. 4 letter relative to the 
abov been forwarded to the Miami offiaa 


arueu oes ae © 


SMITH has been in telephonic contact with one GET 2200136), 
" Illinois, telephone number 7391, concerning a number of books which | 


is apparently distributing in the vicinity of ~puanion, SMITH has 









ered these books sent in the name of Reverend L, L. (MARION, Detroit, Michigan. 


Yours truly, 


2 2 . 


R. A. GUERIN, SAC ~ 


_ 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation : 





Wnited States Department of Justice 
Saint Louis, Missouri 
March 31, 1944 


AIR MAIL 
OPcvTAu DELIVER 
Director, FBI 


Re: GLRALD LYMAK KENNETH SMITH, alias 


rald L. K;“Smith, 
AMERICA FIRST PARTY; SHOITION 





Dear Sir: 
GERALD i. K. GulTH paid a visit to Saint Louis 
from Merch 24 to March 27, 1944 and through the means of a 
surveillance certain pertinent information wes obtained. 
There is being forwarded +o the Bureau end all 
offices receiving copies of this letter one copy of the log 
setting out the information developed while SMITH was in Saint 
y Louis, This ig being furnished by letter so that the infor 
mation will be immediately available for the Bureau and the 
i interested offices, however, this material will be incorporated 
eo into a report within the next few days. 
i : 
eS It is being speci ointed out to 
a es a the information concernin (phonetic) an 
to 77 | (phonetic) one of whom mad y pointed comments about 
ae the F.B.I., and also the part these two individuals played in 
tee |} bringing SXITH a messase that someone would accept the nomi- 
ae nation for President on the AMZRICA FIRST PARTY ticket.and the 
=. 2-3 fact that these men were encouraging SMITH to immediately hold 
i = his convention, nominate his candidates, and then serve an 
= Sat ultimatum on the Republican Party. , c— 
ora . $a ee eS ae pee Ye Aras 
= su] biel Philadelphia will perhaps be interested in these Se 
+ oF = perts of the log which refer to Mrs, skOwN and tre Blue Star 
—_—c = Co Mothers and Mr. and 


The Saint Paul Field Division is being furnished a 
{ copy of this log because considerable information is being set 
xs x\ out concerning SuITH's efforts to obtain the Municipal Audi- fe 
torium in Minneapolis, There also appears to be some individual if 
in Minneapolis who is trying to get a radio network whicn SMITH 
L 


hopes to use for his own purposes, This log also mentions a 
city Councilman by the name of CHHISTIANS& 


ci gino js apparently 
SuITH's chief supporter on the City comme 
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eds 2. $8) x aR 
pe eeety a ed 
Buffalo may be interested in those partS qf theglog | 
which show that SJITH is depending largely on the 


WAR ‘BF KPT 7 
| OPIES DESTROVeH thy | 

ewan iy OFF oy 
. —_ 


“ie 
Py pe 





y gee Saeed 


Us 


yp? 


Director, FBI 3/31/44 


Liberties Union to fight for his right in obtai - 
torium in Buffalo, New York, and that he held a long distance 
conversation with someone in Buffalo in order to plan a cam- 


paigr. t5 obtain the auditorium in Minneapolis. 


Although Detroit will undoubtedly be interested in 
practically all of the log, special attentio ed to i 
the fact that cs tro cronet ic). honetic) Te 
seem to be very well acqual with certain pe ies in 
tne Detroit Field Division and apparently have been contacted 
by the agents of the Detreit Field Division. 











Particular attention of the Detroit Field Division is 
called to the remarks of Mrs. BEATRICE M. KNCWLES concerning 
her report to the Post Office Inspectors that her mail has been 
opened by the F.B.I. 


The Detroit Field Division, through its confidential 
informants, will probably be able to develop the details of 
several conversations, the complete details of which were not 
available to the Saint Louis Field Division. 


y truly yours . 





G. Ce. 
Special Agent in Charge 

013 
Enclosure 
ec: Detroit (ncl.) 
ce: Philadelphia (Encl.) 
ec: Saint Paul (Ercl,) 
ce: Buffalo (£ncl.) 
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Saint Louis, Missouri 
March 31, 1944 


ALL NFORETION COT AINED Ret GERALD LYWAN KENNETH. SMITH, 


ae AF Sp iQ Epa pes “a0 alias Geraid L. K. Snrith, 
to owt: Solrit AM=nlCéA FIRST PARTY; 


DATE 7e/n/o2_B 


V. ETT, ermine SewviT1Lon. 


fe2. 2 following is a log covering GERALD L. K. SMITH'S visit to Saint. 


Louis, Missouri from March 24 to 27, 1944. SiITH had made reservations at 
,vhe Hotel Jefferson for himself and wife, his secretary, Miss ANT, CHARLES 
(MADDEN, end irs, ERNCSIQLUNDEEN. ; 


March 24, 1944 


$315 P.Mesel onaLoNLousccx, Chairman of the Saint Louis branen of the AMERICA 


550s dad 


FIRST PARTY, enters the suite, Room 312, which has been assipned 
to SMITH. with LOHBECK is STITH'S secretary, Miss LEGANT, who has 
arrived from Detroit, Wichipan. There is general donversation and 
LOHSLICK makes some mention of his trip to France and to the scuth, 
possibly Mexice. 


-S'41TH calls in end LOHBECK advises him that “ILLIAE D3 | MON TOCMERY 


will come to the Ss at 7:00 Pil. with someone else, LOHBECK 
mentions that FREExIG of the V.F.¥Wi. spoke over the radio the nipht 
before, protesting the SkITH erry although he mentioned no names. 


6:15.....+-SH1Th and his wife enter, having come fron Chicago, Illinois, 


6: i, | 0 Ryererencr ee 


SAITH goes down to the lobby. 


6:35...-..+eLOHBEUK and Miss LEGANT are in the rcom. She is registered in Room 368, 
6:36.......Miss LEGANT and LOHScCK leave. 
6:40......eLCHBECK, Mrs. LOHBSCK, and SdITH enter. 


LOHBLCK tells of having nad some litereture and tickets for SKITH'S 
Saturday night meeting at some bank in Saint Louis and that he was 
able to distribute to all of them; there was some indication that an 
official of the bank also assisted in this distribution. 

SuITH relates that he has been in St. Paul, Minnesota in the last few 
days and of an attempt in that city to keep hin from speaking in the 
unicipal Auditorium. Ue also related that he spoke before the student 
body of some theological school there. 

LOHBECK advises tiey will have at their Saturday meeting about 100 
legionnaires wearing their caps. These men will be chiefly from 
South Saint Louis and the county. LOHBECK has sent letters to the 
commanders of all of the legion posts and he is also using the tele- 
phone technique in calling up many people in order to propagandize 
the meeting. 

Mrs. LOHBECK comments that some newspaper reporter (HEPNEK of the 
Post-Dispatch) and cthers, have been trying to bring out that LOHBECK | 
visited in Germany and she denies that he ever was in Germany and 
states that his passport shows that he has not been there. 

LOHBECK says that some of vhe city politicians are coming to the 
meeting, including the City Ce 


6:55..++.+-SVMITH and LOYBECK leave. b 2. “ss KS Ke LG a 
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7: Dates sseeet Ie p\ MON-tGOMEHY and JOSEPH B. founk, both dépubiscaie, employed 


elk 
oat, 


at the City Hall. 

Mrs. LOHBECK says that about thirty of the old AMERICA FIRST workers 
are active in the AMZRICA FIRST PARTY. 

MONTGOMERY wio is inclined to brag, tells how he published a labor 


paper in Minneapolis some years ago and how he ha (o) cmuni st 
tactics enka time, ke mentions the name of bre 
possibly Apparently MONTGOMERY accepted money Irom some - 


radical clubs to publish Some of their material in his paper. This 
conversation was rather soft and the details of it are not certain. 

He claims that he made $1,000.00 a month for about a year in publishing 
this paper. 


TTY anA TRHUAKSY enter 





our 
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During general conversation SMITH claims to know the newspaper come 
mentator, GovkGoRSOXOLSKY, quite well and although he is a Jew, SxiTH 
likes him because he has taken more or less of a favorable attitude 
toward him. SOKOLSKY visited SMITH in Detroit in order to get back- 
ground for a story and SkITH says he wrote a good article. 

They discussed the Union Now movement ard are very much against it. 
MONTGUXERY tells SMITH of the American Legion Conranders' meeting at 
which time the SKI1TH meeting was discussed. MONTGOUERY either got 

this information from an informant who was there or was actually there. 
himself. Indications are that MONTGOMERY was there himself, He re- 
lated how at this Post Cumuenders' meeting mention was made of the 

fact that LOHBSECK was a conscientious objector anc some of the legion- 
naires advocated that they go to the SkITH meeting and entirely dis- 
rupt it and tear things apart. MONTGOMERY says that he got up and gave 
a very enthusiastic speech in favor of SKITi and showed them how it was 
the Communists who were to disrupt the SMITH meeting and of the cangers 
of becoming bedfellows with the Communists. This apparently impressed 
the Commanders. Post Commander CONRAD HCGAN who had been attending a 
comnittee meeting of the Americanization Division of the Legion, came 
into the meeting and not knowing that there had been considerable and 
heated discussion already about SMITH, announced that they had decided 
not to disturb the meeting and that they did not want to become bed- 


fellows of the Communists. MCNTGCMERY advised that PETIA MIQAVELLE 


who 4s head of the Anericanization Committee did not have much to say. 
MONTGOMERY advised that FRED ELIG of the V.F.¥. had been invited to 
attend this American Legion Commanders' meeting and that he had been 
very vociferous in his denunciation of SJITH. 

SUITH and the rest of the group in the room felt as though the pro- 
tests which the Communists had made had actually done their cause 

some good. 

SMITH related scme facts about his experiences in Minneapolis in the a 
past few days. He advised that the head of the theological school 
there is an admirer of his and that SIT was asked to “dedicate a part 
of their library to SMITH'S father who had been a well-known Baptist 
preacher in that area, SUITH also told of a hearing before the City 
Council in #inneapolis regarding his petition to use the Municipal 
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Auditorium. He told how the various individuals had attacked him for 
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being against a number of things and that he then got up and knocked 
Out all of the arguments against him concerning anti-negro, anti- 
catholic, and anti-jewish protests. SMITH mentioned that he had a 
letter from a catholic bishop in Fort hayne, Indiana which apparently 
shows that this bishop holds some sympatny for him. At. the hearing 

‘ S&tITH told the councilmen that he would show that it was only a 
political clique that wes trying to keep him from speaking and he 
asked all of those of his accusers who were arainst a fourth term 
for iOOSAVELT to stand up and not one of his accusers did so, SHITH 
used this as proof of showing that it was only ‘left wingers" who are 
protesting against hin. 

72h3.e0e6eeONTGOM=AY and SHANK leave. _ 

T3h5eceeeseAll Of them leave to go to a reception which LOHBECK has planned for 
the SMITHS at the DeSoto Hotel. Tnais was supposed to be a reception 
of about twenty people. It wes verified that such a reception was 
held, 

10:45...eeekr. and irs, SMITH and Kiss LeGANT enter. : 

They set to work opening envelopes which contain money which is 
probebly from the collection which SiITH took the night before in 
t. Paul. SMITH mentions that CLAFZQACFFMANN is exposing WALTER . 
_ivicusut's relaticrship with his employer ANDRA, ycRGENS, pointing — 
ut that one enployee of JnRGaNS is serving a term for treason and 
that another employee has been placed in an internment camp. HOFFMANN 
is bringing out that WINCHKLL did not emphasize these tnings, 
JOSEPARi0sSTens and his wife were at the reception, as were also 
DOhMALD LOdbcK'S parents. 
S.ITH comments that LOASECK made Saint Louis for the AMTAICA FInsT 
PARTY by "sritching those AMERICA FIRST names". 
SéITri spoke in hiinneapolis for an hour at the seminary and tne hearing 
lasted from 2:00 until 4:30 P.M. SbiltH is pleased vith the DIES' 
investication of WINCHouwL. 

11:30.....e5MITH decides to call someone in biinneapolis or St. Paul in haa = 

fird out the latest developments on the situation in that city. 


tries to cet in touch with sho resides : 
and the telephone 


» Her motner’s fame is 
| (Minneapolis Directory shows 
residing at the above address] [nere 35 no 
a 4 s': elephone and he then places a cs ° 
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,eLepnone Uirecvory shows their te es one number as ° 
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ne 
Speaks WLU and apparently is advised that ers. LUNDEEN is 
on her way a... He asks about the developments regarding 
the auditorium, what publicity has been given, what newspapers have 

Boe given the best stories, and if the pictures were good. After the 
telephone conversation he tells Mrs, SMITH and Miss LEGANT that they 

got liberal publicity in Minneapolis and that all the pictures were 

ood. 
Ll: 40. cess SITE goes down to the lobby to get a glass of warm milk. 


11:50......Ssiln has retumed with some letters ie ‘ia peieaies ahi is as 
thot he hee asotten a latter from 
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were not available but he said something, that believed that 
a pood presidential ticket would be Senator or President, and 
SKITH for Vice-President. 

12:15 A.M..The women are still working on the collections. hb? Y 


- | cord Later information indicated that he was an assistant ~ 
oe os etary of something or other. The details wie 'S conversation 


Msrch 25, 1944 


5 AwM..eSKITHS up and down to the lobby for breakfast. 

eee qees Miss LIGANT in and out. 

OO......-kr. and irs, SMiTH and kiss LEGANT enter, It is possible that shortly 
thereafter a reporter named CnsnLIE of the Chicago Sun was in the 
room and left. 

9:15......eMrs. LUND) in, and SMITH talks of photostating some letter received 

from a man in the town were Mrs. LUNDUEN was yesterday, this is 
probably Minneapolis. 

9325. 0ee0--LONDLCK enters, 

9:40...+e0eA newspaper man enters. Some mention is made of LOU who is registered 

at tne hotel in roon nunber 1007. In the interrogation by the news- 
paper man SMiTH advised that he is again in St. Louis to show up 
WILLKIS and the lew Veal and to measure the temperanent of the people | 
in this area. He is encouraged by the trend in tne Republican Party 
and he feels that his people have whipped WILLKIE. SKITH says that 

he is a Nationalist and not an Isolationist. He feels that there 

will always be vars and that in order for e governnent or state to 
uphold itself it will have to be a strong sovreign state. de claims 
that as far back as 1937 he advocated a stronzer national defense and 
one year of military service for young men so that they would be better 
fitted to defend the country if necessary. (an incoming telephone call 
indicates that a bY. OTT of the Kadison Journal will come to the room 
et 2:15 P.M.) 

From about 10:15 to 10:45 infornation of what transpired in SMITH'S 
room was not available and by 10:45 the newspaper man had left. 

14:05...... SMITH and LOH3SECK leave to go to the Municipal Auditoriun to look 

over the hall which will be used. 

11:15,.....Mrs. STH and Mrs, LUNDEEN are in the room talking. 

11:16......JOSEFAYKCSSTERS enters, . 

kirs, LUNDSEN relates an experience of hers on the train coming to 
St. Louis where she met the wife of some soldier and a nunber of 
soldiers, This soldier's wife told her how her husband was not 
getting enoush food to eat at Camp Robinson and that the food was 
bad and if it had not been for her sending him food he would have 
rs starved. Tnis wife also thought that it was awful that American boys 
: hed to be sent across the seas. Ers. LUNDEEN of course sympathized 
with her and was in agreement witn her. . 
KOZSTERS mentions how there is so much sentiment against the British 
and in this conversation, the full details of which were not available, 
 KOCSTERS mentions an individual by the name of “'SNDELL \VcSSTER who is 
either a reporter on the Star-Times or is a friend of KC=STERS. 
KOZST=RS tells how he, LOHscCK, and a Ur. HOFFMEISTER had a run-in 


‘N 


4 
1 


Oo Mm ~] 


* 
e 
e 
* 
* 
e 


2 4e 


ce cele el a a 


cote ate 
= 


ees 


OUT AE ee oA gary Sra Me 
é ; 
. ry 


= 


- 


ee ees 


—_ oe mewn 


with some "kike", a Mr. LANSDONW, who is the head of the Convention 

o Bureau in St. Louis. KOESTERS mentioned that they had to stay friendly 

‘ with LANSDOY because they may possibly later have need for his services. 
LANSDC’ is against SuiTii because he thinks that SKITH tears down every- 
thing but is not constructive. The, however, gave LANSDOV the true 
background of SxlTH, showing what a fine man he was, 

11:40......SMITH and LOHBCCK enter, 

KCSSTinS says that he has all of the workers organized for the meeting 
tonight and they will be there betreen 6:30 and 7:00. They are already 
to make the collection. 
The conversation touches upon the present feud between VINCHELL and 
congressman DIES and Mrs, LUwDZZN is very bitter against WINCH&LL be- 


cause of his attacks eee Hn hew dead khuehand Sha arr j;ce50ae ene 


cause of his attacks ageinst her dead husband. She accuses WINCHELL 
of misquoting ner in saying that she denied that she had ever worked 
for the AMERICA FIRST Committee and is now going around esiving talks 
for SMITH and the AMERICA FIRST PARTY. She denied that sne was not for 
the A.F.C. and says that sne did everything she possibly could behind 
the scenes for the AmfRICA FIRST Committee. 
SO=SSTERS and SMITH talk in the bedroom and their conversations are 
not available, 

OO P.M..Miss LEGANT enters and SMITH dictates to her in tne bedroom. 

O3.....-Mrs. LUNDEEN leaves to go to her room, Sheis staying in Room 368. 
LOHS=CK had the photostatic copies of the letter which was previously 
mentioned made at 323 Chestnut Street. There were three letters and 
he got three copies of each. They cost $2.40. ; 
KOEST=RS and LOHBECK are alone in the livingroom and they talk about 
the various news everts and KCEST&RS is very pleased with the German 
air raids on London ane speaks in admiring tones of the re-birth of 
the German Air Force, LOiBECK, although making no direct comment, 
indicated his agreenent. 

12925 600~e ae KOS TERS oe 


A 
LORSECK and fee together in the gitting room. During b7— 
this time, who is in Room ll calls. 
SJITH telis LCHBECZ that Ure, LUNDEEN has personal reasons for wanting 


to get the auditorium in Minneapolis because she feels tnat it is a 
personal affront to her to keep her from talking there. SKITi indicates 
that re. LUNDERY is carrying on in this work because of her own personal 
reasons, ratner than the ideals of their movement. SwITH becomes very 
pnilosophical, saying how, if ue wanted to, he could go out into the 
commercial field, get a job and make more money than he is making in 
his present work but that there are no frontiers left in the physical 
realm but that in their line of work in the mental realm, it is the 
only frontier left. SMITH believes that it will be necessary to build 
a Congress out of the soil, meaning that the men who are presently 
esteblished are not the ones fron whom they can get support but that 
they will have to take individuals who are in the movement and build them 
to a place of position and build the government out of these men. Al~, 
thouch he says nothing definite, he apparently is trying to impress 
LOUSECK that LOAB8zCK is such a man to be built up. 


MITH says thet KO:STsRS is one of the highest t ersons of his kind 
Mee ea net eee aoe Be tna tonbeck Chink thet RocsTekS is very 
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valuable, 
Mrs, BROWN of the Blue Star Mothers is at the Claridge. (Records . 
at the Hole] Claridve show that Mrs. JOHN Y. BROWN, Mrs. LILLIAN | 
PARKS, i all of Phila-~ 
delphia, Pennsylyg and arrived on bee 
marer 24, 1944. i dve 
Hotel, advised that 
Chio, was in touch wit 
that they were there). 
iiss LoGaNT is typing up the material which SKITH had just previously — 
dictated to her. 
There is an incoming telephone cal) froma Mr, CLYDc monnonw of 
Detroit, Michizen. (hecords et the Claridge Hctel show that Ur. C. 
kOHKnON, 10444 Cree::sboro, Detroit, Liichiean, was ESet stered in 
Room 504 and arrived on March 2h, 1944) 
SwIth and LOHBECK figure that trey wili have an audience of gebout 
3,000, not including the curiosity seekers, SKITH asked LOHBLCK 
if anyone has said that trey weuld not come because the: were afraid 
of the F.B.1. JLOHSECK says no, nwas just one fellow who has a 
cousin with a similar name who is/tne army and who has been investi- 
.. gated and questioned by the Military Intelligence. Tais is the only 
man whe did not want to come because of some investipative organization. 
SmITH advised the Mothers (probably Blue Star Mothers) of Cleveland 
not to come to St. Louis, inasmuch as they are beine smeared in Cleveland. 
SkITd intends to ncld a defense meeting for them on the third. 
1:00 P.M...CLYDS MOKROW of Detroit enters. 
MOrROy'S son apparently hed some run-in with a Jewish school teacher: 
and ouit school and was placed in some cther schocl by his father. 
MORROW seems very proud of his boy for that. There is sone indication 
that SMITH saw this boy yesterday or a few dsys ago. There is some 
indication that SMITH appesred ct the school where this boy is a 
Student end MORAG’ expleined that the boy was very proud that the 
other boys know that he is acquainted with SMITH. MOhnCi advised that 
he could hardly keep his son froz coming to St. Louis with him as he 
‘wanted to come to the SNITH meeting. 
210.....6+eMONTGCLERY ard SHANK enter. 
sl2.eeeeceeKPSe LUNDEEN and Mrs, SLITH enter. 
The group discusses war profiteering. 
There is 4 telephone call from LELAND who is in Room 374. This is 
apparently Reverend LeLAND MARICN of Pontiac, Michigan. 
Two newspaper men are poing to come up to the room shcertly, FLEMING 
of tne Baltimore Sun, and AKianS of the Chicago Sun. 
1:40......-Unidentified man or more enter. This is probably the two newspaper 
men mentioned above, - 











CUTTG talle tham thnt thea AT DP fea TOK Far the f211] neneerutinon af 
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the war to a complete victory and that Acerica Firsters are supporting 


bond purchases, blood banks, etc. 


2:00......eAn unidentified woman, possibly ay «: phonetic), calles 
Sre will come over at 3:00 P.k. 


Some time in the past fifteen minutes Mr. CHARLES MADDEN has come 
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2: he. cecum of the men leave, leaving KOZSTEKS, MADDEN, and LOHBECX te the tes 
room. 
MONTGOMERY indicates that he was active in the American Legion in 
Minneapolis and says that there wil] be quite a few legionnaires 
coming to the meeting tonight. Their cdnversation drifts to derogatory 
remarks aboutthe jews and President ROOSEVELT, 

2225 eeeeeesA telephone call for MADDEN and he advises that he will be in the 
lobby right awey. 
This group was talking about the newspaper headlines and KOESTERS 


rerers to tune *Reinfor Cou Ut rans at Cassino" a He CURNENLS that a 


month ago the Globe~Democrat reported tnat the Cermans were sur- 
rencering at Yassino and in admiring tones says that the Germans 
must be magicians to.get reinforcements there anc that they must 
pull these reinforcements out of the hat. 

22u5.seeeeeOMlTH, LOHBECK, and KONSTEAS leave for the Municipal Auditoriua. 
ZADDEN has gone te the lobby to see MCNTGCLISRY. 
The only one left in the room is Mrs. SMITH. 


255 ..0+++.4 man enters who is registered in Room 374. This is probably Reverend 
LEL AND hARTON. 


2 

3:30.......SKIT Lo LOUSSCK, and KOZSTENS ard MADDEN enter. 

3: call = advises that he will be there tonight. 
possibly 2lis in. 

also made of 


wen 
3351. .ce ee edYS, CATHPRING uy of the Blue Star Mothers enters 
ecmuerd or (This is undoubted]y (i 
n aridge w irs. BROWN) 


Four of these mothers came to St. Louis fron Philadelphia in the day 
coach and they appeared to be very enthused about their movement and 
anxious to do whatever they could to help the cause. 

Krs,. BROWN advised tnat the coach was all full of soldiers and the 
mothers used the opportunity to spread their propaganda, There was 
some indication that they even distributed pampnlets entitled, "The 
Truth About Pearl Harbor", She made some comment that a number of 
Jewish soldiers apparently did not like their activities. Lkrs. BRON 
also brought along their banners and signs, including the ore, "Blue 
Star Mothers of America" and the "Blue Star Wothers of Pennsylvania". 
SHITH told Mrs. BRON that things were different than back in 1936 and 
that they had to be a bit more careful because of the "terrible 
Gestapo" which persecutes people if their names are mentioned in 
connection with his movement. He advised that also a number of - 
people were coming from many states to attend the rally in St. Louis, 
he had to be very careful and not mention their names hecause they 
would be followed home and then persecuted there, He said that there 


2 were twelve to fifteen states represer.ted. 
SUITH commented Eateyttt from Weshington was 4n 
{ St. gon Mrs. BRO.N proba ows 


Mrs, Broii 1s pattie | in contact een cone esTan CLARE, HOFFAANN 
cua a meeting at Town Hall (probably in Philadelphia). o 
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who was registered 
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don't want tne F.B.I. on us". They were advised the board would 
| not give them this hall. . 
4:10.......Reverend LELANAMAKION enters. 
“PrsSe SRO hes ‘apparently been arranging for a SMITH meeting in 
Philadelphia. They may try to get the Turner's Hall which has the 
capacity of about 2,000. 


’ have been refused the hall by the management who said that "we 


SUTTd inouired ethos this had been a German meeting oe and 
whether or not eny subversive groups had met there. He is afraid 


that if subversive German groups had held meetings there it might 
reflect badly upon their party. 
A large number of tickets had been left at the Municipal Auditorium 
in St. Louis so that -eople who wanted admittance could obtain these 
tickets br furnishine their names. 
LOHBECK indicated that five er six people had signed for tickets at 
the Auditorium, 

seecee sKCUSTERS and Reverend MSRICN leeve. 

veeeessSTEPHENQLC CULLCUGH, reporter, Post-Dispatch, calls and makes arrange- 
ments to come to the hotel later. 


fi 


mM) ur CULLOUGH entere 
We 


@eoeea ec etily Wan YA wsi ws 


“#C CULLOUGH was introduced by SUNITH to Miss LEGANT and then SYITH 
remarks that !C CULLOUGH had probably seen and net Miss LEGANT on 
his visit to Detroit in December of 1943. MC CULLOUGH acknowledged 
that he had previously met her, saying, "Yes, I saw you in Detroit, 
in fact, ERS wore a sweater that day". SMITH added to Miss LEGANT's 
apparent embarrassnent by saying that he could not give fC CULLOUGH 
too mich credit for haveing a good memory in recalling tneir previous 
meeting. 
ICHBSCK tells of how H#PNIR, another Post-Dispatch reported, had 
interviewed him concerning any trips which he hac made to Germany. 
MC CULLCUGH and CKITH converse in the bedroom which makes their 
conversation unintelligible, 

6:35....-..eKiss LEGANT leaves for the Kunicipal Auditorium, 
LOHBeCK has left a short time previously with large boxes of literature 
wnicn is to be distributed, 

6:50.....+.hrs. LOHBSCK enters and then goes down to the coffee shop to Join 
Urs. LYNDEN. 
MC CIILLOUGH who is still talking with SMITH asks S¥YITH if anyone has 
tried to attack him yet on the basis that he is staying at the Hotel 
Jefferson which has the reputation for being pro-Nazi, inasmuch as 

a the F.B.I. had interned a number of waiters who worked there, 
7:00....+eeLOHSECK calls from the Auditorium and reports to SMITH how the crowd 


15 COMIN ilies 


MC CULLOUGH continues his conversation, indicating that he is definitely 
anti-ROOSEVELT and he places the blame of the original reverses in the 
Pacific onto the President, for the reasons that ROOSEVELT was wrong 
first of all in not reinforcing the garrisons in the Philippines and 
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other racific outposts because he should have, as Commander in Chief, 
vs known what the trie military situation was and that war with Japan 


was imminent. Having failed to reinforce these carrisons he was at 


fault for rot having the military forces on the alert, and, having 


failed at this, he was at fault for not withdrawing the fcrees from 
tnese outposts, or at least furnish them with enougn food so that 
they would not have been in such desperate need when they were 
captured. a: 
SalTH and Ko CULLSUGH questioned whether the atrocity story which 
was written by the now deceased Lieutenant DYaSS was entirely true. 
It is EC CULLOUGH'S idea that he may have had some of the experiences 
himself, but likely many of these personal experience stories he may 
have taken all of the good personal experience stories he had heard 
and put them into one narrative, 
WC CULLWUGH gleefully comments of how he aggravates two Post-Dispatch 

ers whom he knows are Comnunists, namely, 


++ tab 
Dbl tells about the letter itn 


is “ibutec ] 
purportedly from tre AW=RICA FIRST PARTY which begins, "This war is 


uk 
Wedd 





@ hoax", SxITn advised that some man called him up and asked him whether 


fe had ever made these remarxs or had authorized this letter and as 
s00n as the man said the wording of it began as is quoted, he advised 
tnat it was definitely not he who had said those things because never 
in his life had he used tnose words, 

kO CULLOUGH and Sali comment about an erticie which HerPNcoR wrote 
about SuIrh'S first meeting in St. Louis wnicn was publisned in the 
New nepublic, 


feat reer res 62) detectives enter who were essipned to taxe S¥ITH to the Municipal 
Auditorium, 
SilTn starts telling these men how nighly he regards police officers 
and how the Communists are the ones wno are causing all the trouble 
and how Connmunists are against police officers of all kinds. SiilTH 
advised that he hinself had rot asked for this detective detail but 
that LOHB=Ci had requested it. He explained that he had been with 
HUEY LONG at the time that he was shot and he saw at that time that 
if anyone wanted to physically harm one, no matter how many bodyruards 
he would have, it would not save him, 

7235 0eeeeeeKOLSTERS calls from the Auditorium to report on how the crowd is 







coming in. 
72h9...0e.eShITh!'s whole party leaves for the Auditorium, 
J1:40.....04r. and Mrs, SuITH, MADDEN, REVEREND MARION, Urs. LOHBECK, Miss LEGANT 
and the two detectives enter, These detectives are aay 
a SHITn taxes their names so that he can send then a gift. 


The group speaks about what a pood meeting it was and the excitement 
of it. Apparently the Communists and FRED EXMIG, as representative 

of the V.F.W. were distributing literature in front of the Auditorium. 
Kention is mde that Mrs, KNOnicS was at the meeting. ; 
Mrs. LUNOZEN mentions ROY WOODsARD. 


Comnent i e that some veopnle may have. been afraid to come because 
trey taarad that: tne place’ may nave” been bombed and irs. LUADiEN 
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comments that she imacines that a number were afraid to come because 
of their draft classifications, fearing that if they were seen at the 
oe meeting their Selective Service Boards would be advised and that they 
would have their classifications chanred to l-A. 
12: :00 A.M.eReverend Manion leaves, 
They talk about going to church and some mention is made of a Reverend 
LEWIS at the St. Paul Methodist Churen. This may be Reverend Lalis 
who is an old friend of rs, SMITH'S family. 
Miss LEGANT is a Lutheran and someone is to taxe her to churen in 
tie morning, apparently at Concordia Seminary, because SilTr kids 
her over the fact that there are 700 young preachers corralled at 
the Seminary. 
The attendance et the meeting was 2,12 . 
A telegram has been received from GAEEEED oronets0 of 
Brooxlyn, sa:ing, "neep up the good Work", 4 
12315..-.+AL1 of them but Mrs, LOHSECK go out to eat, 
mrs, WilbstK feels ill. 
1:15......eMrs. SMITH and THinL+S MADDEN enter, but he in a short time leaves. 
Mrs. SkITA and Mrs, LOH3ECr,and rs, LOHBSCK relates how they sent 
letters to all of the radio stations in St. Louis asking that tne 
meeting be publicized but that they received not a single reply from 
any of the stations. 
Mrs, LOHSOChK thought that the audience would be larger than it was 
and Mrs. SMITH ex: lains the fact that a number of people undoubtedly 
stayed away because of "intimidation" and the "Gestapo", 
Urs, LOHBECK explained that her fatner is against the AMERICA FIRST 
PARTY and rs. SiilTh comments that "You will find that the majority 
are against you", 
227eeee+-eOMITH and LOHBsch enter. They bring the morning papers and are 
very well pleased with the Post-Dispatch article. 
L375 cesses The Lod BE CxS leave and LOYS RAY arypances to call SYITH at 12:30 pw 
The SMITHS were at the meet in as 
and wife of registered in Room a e 
Hotel Jefferson 
1:45.....-.SMITH calls krs. LUNDSEN who is in Room 368, sharing tne room with 
Miss LEGANT, telling Ler about the publicity they got on tonight's 
meeting. 
2:00.......TO Bed. 


harch 26, 1944 








7:45 AwdeeeA Special delivery letter. This letter is probably from 
of Minneapolis with wnom SITH spoke by telephone on the night of 
March 2h, 1944 at 11330 P.M. de requested that sne sent to him, — 
air mail, special delivery, all clippings in the newspaper eas 
to their attempt to get the Municipal Auditorium in that city 

their meeting. 
8: LS cceeeeeSul TH is in the lobby cf the hotel, He apparently spends the whole 
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morning z0ing to church, “ 

12:10 P.M..Mrs. SMITH orders breakfast. She has stayed in the room all morning 
sleeping. | 

12225...2..0.SkKiTH calls in. He has been at a church which is about fifteen 
rinutes away from the hotel. 

12:27.....-MADDEN calls. 

12:30,....-LOHESCK calls. They will not be able to have lunch with the SMITHS 
as tne find no one to t care of tne baby. 

12:13... T°: is in room fy calls in. He was at the meeting 
ast n na liked it very much. 

12:45......mrs. LUNDEEN in. 
SVITs has also come in a few minutes prior to this and he refers 
her to the editorials appearing in the Minneapolis papers and he 
thinks that they are very good. SKITi nent to a Baptist Church for 
services this morning and it was possibly the Third Bantist Church. 
Si/ITH aprarently has had some contact with the preacher there and he 
said that the preacher was tickled that he was present. SMITH liked 
the sermon very muche 

12:50......MADDEN calls and is told to come to the room. 

12:55..2.+eCLYDE MOPRO! enters. 
WORROW again tells SMITH that his boy daiten to come to St. Louis 
with him, 
They talk about the WINCHELL DIES feud anc the fact that Congressman 
HOFFLIAKN has brought out that A:DREi JERGENS nad in his employ a 
person who had beer convicted of misprison of treason and another 
who was interned. They also mention the sentences which have been 
meted out in the 8UCHANAN-DIN#SN case in Detroit and Mrs. LUNDEEN 
and Yrs, SMITi are shocked’ at tie fact that the F.3.1. had a peep-hole 
into Miss DINEEN's room. They seemed to find no criticism with the 
sentences in that case, however, Lirs. SAITEK comments about the "poor 
little guy in Detroit who aided the war prisoner", (This refers to. 
WAX STOPHANS who was ser.tenced for treason for siding FETsR KLUG, 
the escaped Gernan “ar Prisoner}. 
LECKRO. also made some-comnent indicating tnat he felt that STErHANS 
nad been harsnly dealt with. 
CLYUa§ORRO. explains how at the meeting last night he distributed 
admission cards outside of the m=zeting and encouraged many people to 
come in to hear S::ITH. He also told how he got ehold of the bunch 
of literature which the Connunists were distributing and disposed 


of it so thst they could not distribute it. He made mention of 
wie anc several others who gathered around one of the SITH 
- protesters, : : 
Mrs. KOSS (7) (tnis possibly may be irs, BEATRICE M. KNOWLES) is also 
in town and is going out to Concordia Seminary as she is a strong 
follower of Dr. WalTZR MAIER. Miss L:GANT who is a Lutheran is also 
going out to the Seminary. 
Mrs. SKITH who has cone into the room coments that Miss LEGANT is 


a very fine girl and that they are well satisfied with her. She 
tells how tney had to fire the other secretary because she was taking 
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7 — | teo many days off. She would have such a big time over the week~ 


ae ends that she could never get to work cn Mondays and for a period of 


‘i . three or four months before she was fired she took off an averaze of 
‘| a ee _ two days a week, 


Urs. SMITH mentions thet she likes the novel Statler better than the 
“fetel Jefferson, 

1:10......eMrs, LUNODEN enters and they talk abou the Chicago Sun Story. 
Urs, SuiTn comzents about the Chicago Sun story on page one which © 
was written by sKuURS based on the previous day's interview and Urs, 

MITH ¢2ys that AKonS likes SMITH but that his paper probably re- 

wrote his article to make it apresr derogatory of SHKITH. 
Mirs, SsITH says thet somebody said that the Meyor of St. Louis was 
at the meeting the night before. (This is believed te be erroneous 


| as the Mayor is believed to have attended a meeting of lawyers where 


Senator UC CARBON spoke). Coament is made tha Senator hC CAniON is 

a very good friend of krs. LUNDEEN. 
1:30.......MC CULLOUGH calls in and says that he will be at the meeting this 

a f+ nee AAR 

ayternoon. 
Tne conversation touches upon the sedition trials which are to begin 
next month and MOnhUn says that "one of the boys snowed me his papers”, 
This paper apparently wes a subpoena for tris man to appear in 
Washington, 5, &. The group agrees that the only ones who were 
indicted for sedition were trose people who are asainst the Jews and 
the administration and that the indictments are purely political. 
MORRO, comments that ars. BhOvWN of the Blue Star Mothers is going 
to go to Detroit to hear Father COUGHLIN. Onn begins talking about 
various Communists and Coxrmunist groups and he asks Urs, LUNDSEN about 
tne Trotskyites in Minneapolis, however, rs. LUNDEE!, although she is 
from tnet town, does not know anythine abcut them nor was she acquainted 
with the convictions concerning their movement the last year. It is to 
be noted thet Mrs, LUNDnEN, as based on her conversations, is merely 
mouthing the arguments which have been put out by SUITH and others 
and thet she herself is not well founded in the backcround of the 
various political movements or their leaders. 
MORM:s: advises that tnese Trotskyites in the C.I.G. who were convicted 
in Minneapolis were prosecuted because WILLIAN GRecN, head of the 
A.F. of L., went to ROUSEVELT and aksed to have them inaicted. They 
again mentioned the DINZEN trial and imagined that she is very mad at 
the F.B.I., inasmuch as she ccopereted and then was given a twelve- 
year sentence. They start talking ebout the F.B.I. looking into 
rooms and MORROW explains how the F.B.I. must nave some device which 
makes this possible. He explained how during the trial when the 
Defense Attorney tried to bring it out that the F.B.I. had an obser- 
vation point the lavyers went into the judge's chambers and when they 
came out it was announced, in consideration for the Netional Defense 
this would not be brcught out in open court. MOPHOW advised that he. 
does .. know, however, that the police department has mirrors which 
appear like any regular mirror but that it can be looked through from 
the opposite side. a 
Urs. LUNDEEN commented, "They tap all of the telephones". 
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MOKROW commented that one can assume that all telephone lines are 


: _ tapped. He then tells of hearing devices thet are used and also 
€ |. the methods of tapping telephone wires. It is to de noted in this 
2 respect that MUhiow apparently does not have very much knovledge 


about this matter and practically no knowledge about the technical 
aspects of tapping telephones or of installing microphone instal- 
lations. He apparently has, however, been listening to someone 
expound on these matters. MONROW sterts talking about the Communist 
Party in hussia and says that STALIN is not 4 real Comnunist and 
does not like the Jews, Ue describes STALIN as being utterly ruth- 
less, but being highly patriotic and thinking of Russia first, that 
then, indirectly, comrented that they wished we hac a president who 
thinks of America first. 

1357.0... CHAHLESQUADDEN énd possibly Reverend MARION come in. 
WORRCi; continues speaking rather well of STALIN and they all agree 
that he is for Russia. MORROW was at the church services where 
Father COUGHLIN said that "we should love HITLER". MORAOW says 
that COUGHLIN actually said that. MG.n0. has a daughter who will 
very soon marry a soldier who is going overseas. 


2207 cceces e in, possibly LOH-ECK. ; 
M1266 6e6 enter, 
ar€ apparently very sympathetic with SMITH and are 


one of the fold. 


2:15.......a2ncomin ephone call which is taken in the bedroom. 
have come from Philadelphia to hear S:uilTH's speech. 
advised that they came for three reasons: one, 


sne had never been in St. Louis; two, for the SWITH's speech, and 
three, she had a friend in St. Louis, but she has now found out that 
this friend has moved to Chicago, They are poing to Chicago from 
St. Louis before returning to Philadelphia. 

bm won. and LOHBJCK leave for the ZNunicipal Auditorium. 

and SMITH talx abou the election of someone named SAXUCLS. 
also tells of a woman who is head of the Union Now movement. 
as against the Internationalists. Mention is made of some- 
one who used to be with the F.5.I. It is to be neted that this con- 
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versation was very difficult to follow, inasmuch as was 
talking with Mrs. SMITH and Mrs, LUNDEEZN, and SKITH a were 


speaking in rather low voices. 
2:35....+..the entire party leaves for the Municipal Auditorium where a meeting 
had been planned for a select group of the America Firsters. 
5:330.......incoming telephone call, no one there, 
6:50......Mr. and Mrs, SKITH enter, along with LOHBECK. 
SxITH comments that MC CULLOUGH, the newspaner reporter, had asked 
him whether LOHBECK was vulnerable. Bd 
. LOABECK asks, "In what way". 
y SZiTi answered, MC CULLOUGH was just wonderirns whether there was — 

, anythins in his background that would work against the best interests 
of tne PARTY. This line of conversation was dropped. From the way 
it sterted it appeared as though he wanted to give LOHBECK an opportunity 
of expressing himself along this line, However, LOILECY did not say 
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anything. 
Comnent is also made about envelopes, (apparently the envelopes which 
had been collected at the meeting) | It was said thet 59 red envelones 


heA haan ma AniienaA “~ na o2 eam om le Pitot, ot — ae ee oor oe ene 


fiat. WO PECL Ou G4tlui Of others, There woi’c 421506 BUIko suoscr aPtLLons. 
It is to be noted that SMITH had previously commented that he was 
gcing to emphasize subscriptions to the Cross and Flag. 
SMITH is apparently well satisfied with Miss LEGANT and he comnents 
that he is glad she had the opportunity to go out with a young 
preacner and commented about the man shortage. 
7:00.......Mrs. LUIDEEN enters. 
SJITH and the others are very anxious to get a radio so they can 
listen to the INCSEILL DIES brostcast at 8:00 P.M. They have so 
far been unsuccessful in getting a radio through the hotel. 
LOHBECK called the studios of KXCK and had tentatively arranged 
tret the; would be able to get into the newsroom and tnere listen 
to the broadcast. LOHBSCK in his: telephone conversation seys that 
he lnows ROSsRTS ard others there. 
10....60061S8 LoGaNT ard irs. K SOX LSS, : 1 
Miss LEGANT mentions that they got to see Lr. eal TesM\ ATER and that 
he seit his greetings to Mr. SLITH. Miss LeEGANT also had luncn 
with vr, MAIR and met his entire family, i:cluding his old mother. 
Sine comments that his mother, Mrs. MAIER, has such a thick German 
accent tnat, one would think sne had onny been in this country about 
ten years. 
SMITH asks how any of tne young preachers liked his speecn and he 
Was ecvised that tre young preachers were very er:thusea about the 
meeting and tnat about twenty-five of then were there last nignt. 


ae Ne me ee to tinatl Se wre ee ‘weswy -_—_—s ie ad 


Miss LAGANT told S.ITH that Or. MAIER immediately asked about the 

meetinz as scon as he saw her. 

Sne and Mrs. KNCnLsS also advised that they were at tne droadcasting 

station when MAIS broadcast but taut the; could not see hin broadcast. 
Fel5ecereeedhitd takes a long distance telephone call in the bedroom, 

wrs, LOHsc0K who has been trying to. get a radio is finally successful 

in setting one through tne hotel and comnent is made that Mre. LOHssCK 

is a gooi friend of tne manacer. This comment may have been made in 

jest. 

airs. KNOwlLns is regi wistered at the wiayfair., irs, KNOLES thought that 

she saw an F.B.I. agent at the weeting. She is going from St. Louis 

to se@ CHALLUAUX, head of the Anericanization Committee of the american 

Legion, to insuire of hin rhy the Legion advises the drafting of women, 


ata 
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SHITH comments that he feels he got 8 ‘ood story out of MC CULLOUGH 
because he treated him to a steak dinner before the meeting. 

There is another woman with Mrs. KNO.ieS in the rocm and both of them 
seen to de fenatics in their enthusiasm. These two women comnent 

that an.F.5.1. man sat next to them and thet he did net laugh at first 
at some of the vhings that SMITH said but finally he could not contain 
himself any more and burst out in laughter at some of SAiTd's comments. 
irs. KNOwLES' companion also made frequent derogetory remarks about 


the "Asiatic Indians", undoubtedly, using this phrase in reference to 
Jers. , 
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Mrs. KNO./LES and Miss LGanT were taken to Concordia Seminary by 

ir, RILcY who is Pr, KAIzk's assistant. 

Mrs. KNOWLoS said that at the churen where RILEY took them he is: 

a vicar. Mrs. KiU.cES was very enthused about the sermon and said 
that the sermon was anti-Semitic. The preacher pointed out how 
eelfish, self-centered, and arrorant the Jews are and they interpret 
the word of God to be different from what it actually is. 

Tne croup then enzezes in general talk against Jews. 

SXITK mentions ROG:h BALDIN, head cf the arerican Civil Liberty 
Union. He explains that ZALDuiN is very well acquainted with 
Senator VrodLEn and relates the story that WHOELER was twice indicted 
during World War I and that the A.C.L.U. came to his rescue. Fairly 
recently, ROGdH BALDWIN saw WHORLOH, apnarently in Vashinston, D.C., 
and whoclLoR told BaLDVIN to have the Jews in the A.C.L.U. come to 
the rescue of the 30 people who have been indicted for sedition be- 
cause in this way they would be able to fight in the rising weve of 
anti-Semitism by showing that all Jews were not in favor of these 
sedition indictments. 


WehTeveeseeCLYDS MOA Comes ing He is registered at the Claridge Hotel and 


came over to SxITH's room because ne has been unabie to get a radio 
and he wants to listen to the .INCHELL DIES broadcast. 


7:50....eee50meone else comes into the room. 


It was rather difficult at this point to follow the conversation, 
inasmuch as at times more than cne conversation was poing on. 

Hovever, somebody brought up the topic and name and SMITH said that 
DOROTHY B cARLWG (phonetic), possibly WSHRING, is an ascent provacateur 
and that she had some connection with BEHnZNS in Detroit (This may be 
in reference to the BEHRENS who was involved in the espionage trials) 
Mrs. KNOULZS refers to some anonymous letter which she received from 
Post Office Bux 55, Ben Franklin Station, Washington, D.C. She 
advised that she nad referred this letter to a friend of hers who is 
on the DIES Cemmittee. 

SMITA commented that he reports all such things directly to ‘the F.B.I1. 
In this conversation SMITh brings out that Urs, KNOWLES has done 
considerable research on subversive textbooks which are being used 

in schools in this country. She apparently goes to a lot of school 
boards and from comments apparently she has had a number of run-ins 
witn various school authorities, and apparently she takes the opportunity 
of areuing and fignting with Jews whenever sne has the chance because 
she mentioned a number of instances where the party with rhom she had 
the argument was a Jew. 


8:00.......they all listen to the %INCHELL DICS program. 


The first fifteer minutes were taxen by YINCHELL and the second 

fifteen by DIcS. ‘VINCHELL has been attacking various individuals in 
Congress and has also atiacxed the DiES Committee for. not investi- 
gating and bringing to light a number of Anericar who are 
operating in this country and DIES took the opportunity in this radio 
brosdeast to accuse iNCHELL of being a tool of some high authority 
xno has kept him on the air so that he can attack anyone wno is against 
that clique. DIzZS‘ principal object was apparently to defend the 


representatives in Congress and also to defend himself and his 
Comittee, 


8:30.....eeAfter the broadcast the entire group was very well pleased with 


DIcS' talk and they were quite vigorous in their attack against 
WINCEELL. ; | 

Mrs. KNOWLES ard her companion become greatly enthused over the 

idea of boycotting Jergens Lotion and one of them comments that a 

friend of hers went to a drugstore and ordered about §13.00worth 

of goods and asked him if he handled Jerfens products and when he 

s2id he did she refused the articles, saying tnat she would not buy 

from any drugstore which handled Jergens products. These women 
ianediately start planning that as soon as they get back to their 

homes they will go to all the drugstores anc make large orders and then 
wnen they find out that the druggist handles Jergens oroducts will 
refuse to take their orders, They feel that in this way they will be 
aole to do considerable good. They also start planning a meeting of 

all the mothers and of all of tne women they know coing the same 

thing. One of the women comments, "Our greatest asset is our nuisance 
value", : 

Mrs. KNOLES starts talking abcut Mrs. DILLING and gays that she knows 
that she has these tantrums and spells but that one cannot help but 

like her. She has apparently had considerable contact with Ers. DILLING 
and says tnat there has also been a feud between WALTZA VICICHELL and 
Mrs. PILLDNG. 

At this point CLiDE MORROW comments that 
that FINCHELL raided the ONI files there 
his broadcast. %e also indicated that 
siderable contact with Mrs. D 
had ecnsiderable contact witn 
Mrs, KiiOvLeS told the story that sne was in ijashineton, D. C, at the 
time that the mothers and other women were protesting against the 
Lend-Lease Bill and was present when Mrs, DiLLING had some of her tan- 
trums, xrs. DILLING kept calling her husband by long distance telephone 
in Chicago and finally Mr. DILLING called Mr. KNOLES who wes in Detroit 
to find out what was wrong with his wife and Mr..KNOWLES called up Mrs. 
KNO“LES who was in Washington, D. C. 

mrs. KNOLES advised that kr. DILLING is as enthused and interested in 
lirs., DILLInG'S work as sne is and that he feels the same way she does. 
They start talking about the relationship between Mr. and Mrs. DILLING, 
pointing out that at one time they are very loving and then they get 

at odds, 

Mrs. SHITH says that tie DILLINGS were in Detroit at one time just after 
they had mace up and explained how very loving the, were, Apparently 
SMITH has had contact with Mrs, DILLING. 
irs. KNOWLES indicates that 
DILLING. 

SiuITa feels that Mrs, DILLIVC has a very good chance of being convicted. 
Kkrs. KNOLES would hate to see Mrs. DILLING convicted and they all agree 
that the basis for the indictments are the fact. that these people were 
the leaders of the anti-Semitic movement in the United States. 
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8150.++.-. »RILEY telephones in to Miss LEGANT and they hold a short conversation 


and after it is over Yiss LEGANT advises SkITH that RILEY has already 
written a letter to DIES, complimenting on his broadcast. 
Tne conversation got rather jumbled at this point but KNOWLES com 
mented that she was going to the office of ISAAC FRANKS and let him 
knew that she knows vho he is. Apparently, there has ane some dis- 
agreement between the two of tnem concerning the Jewish on. 
aves to meet someone in the lobby. This may be 
but this is not certein. Sefore leaving SMITH explain 
ne "world's most intellicent anti~Semite" was coming up to the 
room and that they snould entert until he came back. He 
advised that this man's —_ and another fellow wno is 
helping him whose rame Aw cron sth phonetic). He also commented 
that this man or these men written a book and were planning to 
write another one, 
Some mertion is mace of the Red Network (Krs. DILLING's book) and its 
fivieaf. This conversation had to do with irs, NILLIVG and ner anti-~ 
Semitic remarxs and irs. KNO.LES was very sure of herself because of 
the fact that she had never publicly said anything anti-Semitic or 
gone on record 9s >eine anti-Semitic. she advised that the F.8.I. 
wanted to fet teat out as have many others. 
<a and enter. 
hey comment that they nave spent mucn time with SMITH in Detroit and 
cane to St. Louis to hear him and also help in the orpanization work. 














Cne of these mer is from lochester, Minnesota, and the other one, 


is point it was determined thet Mrs, KNOWLES! full name is BEATRICE 
ale KNOWLES of Detroit, and that CiYorn MOicdi, is from Detroit. One of 
the two men, eithe a o- wer.opo ted sabe conversation 
Fram thie rantint an Se holta + $4 wa Wr wowawe ts 
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may nave been the other man, At least, j i ed 7 
They start talking about the F.B.I. - a Saic that he dees nh 
like BUGAS (former S.A.C. in the Detroi ivision). He described 
BUGAS as being a man woo would use an iron fist when a silk glov23 sould 
have best served the purposes. He claimed that buGAS always tried to 
get everything cy force and cited ar. example where BUGAS nas inter- 


viewing @ German and threatened that he would not be able to get his 
naturalization papers unless he furnished the information which was 












(desired, With this tie German "clammed up" and would not furnish the 


information. He advised thet it took the F.B.I. two years to get the 
information which could have bee om this German if he had 
beer mandled in a different 037. MM = that they now have 
a new S.A.C. in Detroit named GUx who nas a much smoother approach 
ana will probably be better liked. He exolained that BUGAS never gave 
the local police any credit for any of the work which ‘: did and when 












any arrests were made it was always the F.B.I. explained that 
he has had contact with quite a few special aze rom his talk he 
apparently has had the confidence of some of them. 
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said thet about six months ago an agent by the name of — 
called him up and asked him to come down fice as 
é wanted to interview him for some information. told 


that newas the one who was wanting on and if 
e wented it he should come out to see hin did come out 


and he saw right away that he was a Jer. lained how 
the light ws ct eyes and he cou a: 
well and aa air so thet he could look i eyes — 


wanted some informaticn about a Bund camp. 


wan explained that he and his wife and her mother or mother- 
n-law had gone to this camp a number of tines on: Rc to 
d 













know whether a certain indiyidusl went to this Bun wanted 
him to identify someone, el that he would not 
give him that information ause at Mi novel e worked for BiNsETT 
(of the Ford Kotor Company) and that before he would give this infor- 
mation he would have to see BE.NETT. commented that he 
doubted wnether such permission woul m or that whether ke 
urnisn the information. This last comment was not made to 
but was made to t!.e group who were listening at the hotel. 
said that ne does not like the F.5.I. vecause of the way 

is functioning and described it as a "Gestapo". 
Someone in the group commented that the F.5.I. might be listening to 
their conversaticn. Horever, this did not seem to keep then from 
further conversation. 
Mrs. KNU.LES claimed tnat she knows that, tne F.B.I. is opening her 
mail and thet it has been obvious fron, A§elopes that this has been 
Cone. she advised that she calied the Post Office and they sent 
out a Post Office Inspector, Tnis inspector told her that the F.B.I. 
had no authority to open letters and that if they wanted to do that 
‘they would have to get a court order. She showed this Post Cffice 
Inspector the letter and he said, "Yes, this letter has been opened", 
This Post Office Inspector said thet they; are very jealous of their 
jurisdiction in these matters and that they would try to find out who 
is responsible for opening her mails and also comnented that they 
would find out. 
rs, KNGWLES said that in one da; she received three letters which 
had been opened, and cne of these letters was from one of the persons 
who has been indicted for sedition. 
They then beran talking about PAGNANSLLI ard his book "Under Cover", 
Krs. KNO..LES said that he was at her home for about two hours and 
when he came to her home he told her that PARKER SAGE had recommended 
her to him. She advised that she was suspicious of him immediately 
because she does not know SAGE. She claims that he misquoted her in 


ae thet at that time PAGNANELLI knew that he didn't 
ave time left before he would be uncovered and that he there- 
fore was going around promiscuously making contacts. 

Krs. KNCYLES stated thst she had a friend of hers check on PAGNANSLLI 
in New York and she found that PAGNANELLI was wearing out shoe leather 
betweer: the B'nai B'rith headquzrters and the P.M. newspaper. Mrs. 
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KNOXLES also told some story of going to see some rabbi whose first 
name starts with an "S", It is to be noted that this rabbi's name 
was unintelligible. She acvised that when she went to see this rabbi 
she took some stenographer along with her to take notes of the con- 
versation. 


ition was made of a man by the name of BAYER (7). 
said tnat his brother-in-law writes all of BAUER'’s speeches. 
€ 


eeeesee s an incaming telephone call from a woman who gives her neme 


as GRACE SINGLETON who claims to be an evangelist end operates a 
tabernacle in New Orleans. She claimed that she had heard SMITH talk 
in New Urleans and in Mexico City and invited him to come over to see 
her. Her room number was possible 1528. It is believed that irs, 
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Tne conversation c ed concerning CaRLSON and his book "Uncer 
Cover" and =: lll Krs, KC: LES told of a fellow by the 
name o who ! > contacted by CainLsSO! and mention was 
made th ad some device for making bombs, etc. Vhoever was 
relating this story advised that the; nad just founc out that 
had a lot of neavy boxes which he wanted to move around and he 
to a friend of his and got some ball bearings wnicn were described 

as implements to be used in the maxing of bombs. 

irs. KNOVLES told of her interview with BUGAS and how ne tried to 

ret fron her the names of people with whom she was having correspondence 
ani also who were on her mailing list. She advised that she tcld 8UGAS 
that surely he did not think that she thought thet the F.B.I. was so 
inefficient that they would not already have these names and sne told 
him that if she would ever lose her mailine list the first thing she 
would do in order to get a copy of it woulc be to see hin. She said 
thet he just laughed, 

Urs, KNONLES asked the question a: why the F.B.I. would 

have five men of the Vetroit Police Department detailed just to 
investigate people who made arti-Semitic remarks, Che was very much 
puzzled as to why the F.B.I. would have tne Detroit Police Department 


do yof their work. 
WS «22:20 that the F.B.I. was no longer having the Police 
epartment do thrt work because about a week ago they called back 


from the Police Department all letters whicn the; nad sent to them 
recuestine investigations and that they were roing to do all of the 
vork themselves now. He advised that it was not onl; five men from 
tne Police Decartment that were making F.5.1. investigations but fifty 
men and that they were conducting all tynes of internal security 
investications, He advised that it was necessary for the F.8.1. to 
call upon local authorities to help them out_b se there were not 
enough agents to handle ail the work. Fron - corversation 
it appeared as though he has had considerab t witn F.B.I. 
agents and other police cfiicers as he commerted that these men often 

see him. 

told of a number of agents coming to see him who aprarently 
are not sufficiently acquainted with tne background of various political 
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He advised that these young men come to him with all of their 
efficiency ana with tneir notebooks and take voluminous notes and 
he kiows very well that after they are finished they don't know 


whet they have and when they get back to the office they wonder 


what they have actuelly obtained. fe cited as an example of this, 
& young agent who came to him and asked him the extremely silly 
and ridiculous qjuestior #s to whether the Trotskyites in Minneapolis 
were friendly witn the present Soviet Union whicg is presently under 
STALIN wie was tue arch enemy of THUOTSKY a continued talking 
about COmmunists ard he apparertly spoke aS an autnority on this 
suc ject. 

Psu 5ecseceocMilH enters. 
lars. KNO LoS! woman companion's name is possibl Ly  (. nonetic), 
These women were leaving by bus at ll: ce Pk. —— 
Stifd was told of the call from GnAch SivGLaTON and he imnediately 
said that this was someone who was trying to frame him because he 
knew that he had never spoken in ZXexico City and that this woren was 
apparently a pawn of his enemies. 
Ur, MOnakbn and Urs, KNus LoS incicated thrt they would go over and see 
this woman and see whe she was. 


9:50...-eggAll of the p ve except and the Ss ITKS. 
oe | , are lee g for the "horthwest". 
rie have something to tal» over with SmiTH and say that they 
cave "to work something out". 
SLITH said he knew a very fine place to taik whicn was a cafe across 


ti.e street from tne hotel and so et.... 
9:57 SHI‘TH and these two men leave and Urs, SYITH is alone. 


(Pewee eee eawind dad Whar iw ee SAN ha ok Ok Fe ‘ooo ote 4 atid SK 


The cafe to which the, refer is the Bismarck Cafe and SdiTs has 
apparent]: taten-a liking to tris place end it is prectically in- 
possible to cover an: conversations in tnis cafe without preliminary 
arrangements and this esuld certainly; not be covered without arousing 
some suspicion, so ro effort was made to do so. - 

10:00......Miss L5GaNT enters. 
She and Lrs, S#ITH start work on tne collections received from the 
meetings held in St. souls. , 
wiss LUGANT tells lars. SkiTH that Dr. MAIEn just got back from New 
York conferring with network officials, inasmuch as he is having 
some trcuble with nis program. Dr. MALER wanted IIL:Y to go to 
Detroit in order to get some ideas on how Mr. SxITH handles his 
large volume of correspondence, 
Lee OTT mentions trust CKAKLES KADDEN and Mrs. LUNDSEN made their 


QiSe BEA MCh ALD Vids we Ui ee ba LHS es she Uwe ir 
main speeches at the meeting this afternoon, She also comments that 
MC CULLCUGH and his wife were at the meeting. 
iirs. om and her fellow workers are leaving town at noon for Detroit. 
: CLids WORRCy livee on Greensborough Street. 

ills 10..0.e.CLYDE MOXKn comes to the door of the room and “rs. SKITH goes into 
the hall and they converse quietly, as it develops, MORRO: apparently 
tells of his and Mrs. KNOLES' experience in going over to see CrACz 














SIinGLETON. 
La 
11:15.....eMrs. SITH comes back ir and quietly tells Wiss LEGANT something. 
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Or. going through the various envelopes containing collections the 
following information was developed. There are letters from Kimns- 
wick, Missouri; several from Alton, Illinois; several from Cnester- 
field, Missouri; one from O'Fallon, Missouri, and several from Lemay, 
Kissourt. | 





Wiss LEGANT comsents that CEOAG: “Npoguanns is from Le 
ee Ohio. 
Miss 


ments that she is the woman who wrote SMITH ana nails 
some mention that he mignt not want to write to her because she is a 
German. 
They also mentioned the name 


ae: Detroit. These are 
OQ Ca! » possibly with Mrs. KNOVLSS. 








probably two of the women wh 

Mention is also made of honetic) of Greenville, Fentucky. 
This would indicate that ve indivicuals were actually 
personally present at the SMITH meeting, in St. Louis, as it has been 
S4ITH'S policy in taking these collections to distribute envelopes 


and have the people put their name 2nd address on them. 


12:15 A.W..SITH enters 


He says that and are bound end deternined that he 
should call a cOnvertion o e AM-RICA FIRST PARTY, have his candidates 
noninated, and then serve an ultimatum on the Republican Party and if 
they are not ac the PARTY withdraw from asscciation with it. 
SuiTh sais t had tal » mention is also made that 


pa rently, WAM FEZ fe promise from 
continued, saying something, a i had pressed 
him to hold this convention and that their suggestion was to nominate 
candidates ard then serve the ultimatum. SMITH seemed very receptive 
to this idea and repeated several times, "] nadn't thought of that". 
(It is to be noted tnat Miss LiGALT was present when SMITH related 
these facts). 

S#ITH looked at the collections which the women had opened up to that 
point and he commented that they probably would not have enouch to pay 
for the meeting. f 













Mrs. GiiTH told her husband about GiAtr 
whom Mrs. KNOULSS gnc NonnO. had contac 
The name of was mentioned. 
SMITH commented that somebody probably paid her $100.00 in order to 
frame him and that she undoubtedly was not an evangelist. 

SmITH asked Miss LEGANT if Dr. MAIER had said anything about his new 
network, 

SUITH asked his wife, "I suppose the MASONS were happy", and she 
answers, "Yes, very". 

SMITH and Mrs, SWITa have kidded Hiss LOGANT somewhat about her | 
meeting with RILEY and it may be possible that she was somewhat 
impressed by hin. F : 


INGLZTON, the evangelist, 
ed at the Lennox Hotel. 





12: WS eos 0eSKITE goes to bed and the women keep counting the collections, 






They | comment that §20,00 was received from some people in Rochester, 


New Yo so, they comment on receiving a collection from 
This is probably the same as | 
we 2le- lv 
Be pie 
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1:30,......The women are still working on the collections. 
ae Warch 27, 1944 

9:00 A.M... SMITH awake. 

9:10...0eee5KITH foes to breakfast. 

9:28......eincoming telephone call, no names mentioned. 

9:40....+..SeITH enters. He calis Roor 368 and speaks to Mrs. LUNDEEN end 
tells her that he will pay for all of her bills in St. Louis and 
her transportation, 
“Miss LEGANT is at breaxfast. 
A call is made to HUdson 5959 which is LOY3SECK's number and he is 
told to bring all of his receipts and memos for bills which he has - 
paid and that he should also brine his hotel bill at Cleveland, 

9:50..+.eee0:ITH leaves to go to the Hotel Statler to get out of town newspapers. 

10:05.....-S!ITH in. 

10:20.....KO=STERS calls in, will come down for lunch at 12:30. 
SMITH will get out some press releases this morning. 

10:22......CLYDS MORRO calls in, he is downstairs and will come up. 
when MORAG’ comes up he tells how he and Mrs. KNOWLES went to see 
GRACE SINGLETON at the Lennox Hotel and found her in some very flashy 
pajamas end she offered them sone drinks. She was a woman about 
forty years of age, was all mide up. She must have made mention of 
ALFRED DANZIGER and SXITH said that he is a Jew politician in New 
Orleans. Miss SIN°LUTON is apparently trying to get a passport to 
Venezuela, MORRO. would engage SINGLETON in conversation and while 
doing so Mrs, KNO;LuS would look through correspondence which she had 
on her desk. . 

10:42.....MORHC). leaves. 
SHITh dictates press releases, etc. 

10:45 to 

11:15......It was impossible to obtain exactly what was going on during this 
period but at 11:15 it was noted that SKITH apparently had had some 
news men in and there was present in the room at that time a woman 
reporter, possibly with the U.P. or with the newspaper in whose 
building the U.P. has offices. 

11:20......A copy boy comes in for press releases and is viving an extra copy 
to the A.P. 

11:327......oman reporter leaves, 

ll: 45++++--Incoming call, SHITH goes down to the lobby. 


eirtrrTmir .-.— Af tfa TFA 


11:47.....-SMITH comes in with Reverend MARION. 
11:47....-.Miss LEGANT enters. 
A call from Detroit (7} which is taken in the bedroom. 
Miss LEGAMT and MARION engege in ccnversation and she tells of 
being at Dr. MAIAR's, seeing the broadcast,and having dinner there. 
1l: aba reestnces enters, 
SHITH is going to Chicago from St. Louis and then to Milweukee. His 
mother has broken her arm and he intends driving to his home town 
from Milwaukee, 
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had 250 people at their meeting while the Star says 150, 
12:02 P.M... Reverend MARION leaves, as does LOHBECK to get some pictures from 
ae the nenepaperss 






. es letters tc Miss LEGANT: 
12:20..... calls from the lobby and SMITH tells him that he will 
one in five minutes. 


12:27....esSITH and “rs, SMITH go down to the lobby. 
_ Miss LECANT remains typing. 
12:40....-eKO"STERS, LOHBECK and SITH cone in. 
1:10...-0. Miss LEGANT poes to her room. 
Apparently KOzST#RS is alone in the room while SMITH and LOUBECK 
confer in the bedroom. 
1:25....+2-krs. LUNDSKN (7?) comes in and talxs with KOsSTHRS, 
Miss LEGANT is also in the room. 
32 tices CLYDs MORHOM enters. 
LOH32CK is also in the room at this time. 
1:35 .eeee-eMiss LEGAIT leaves. 
13 7eveeve sOULTH Calls. 
LOHBECK is gettine photopraphs of tne S.LITH meeting from the Post- 
Dispateh through .r. PHILLIPS. 
1:38.......Telephone call wnich is taken in the bedroom. 
1:40.......-Apparently all the men leave and also Miss LESANT, leaving Mrs. SMITH 


th UN DEEN, | 
145... AR 2 in. He wants to get a dozen JONiS books. 
“rs, OXITH téi-s him tact ar. SXITH is down in the lobby and he does 
down there to see SMITH. 
1:50. e205, saying that he cannot find SZITH (It is to be noted 
HBs0K and KOnsSTenS wer SALIH and he prebably has gone 
over to the sismarck ste) gg =< brought some pamphlet or 
booklet for SkIfn. He told rs. os1TH that Mr, HOULIBAN, former 
mayor of Richmond Heirshts, wanted the JONcS bocks and that he had had 
Mister HOULIGAN at the meeting Saturday’ night. 
’ SwITH was unable to find these books. 
wie: says goodbye to Urs. LUNDEEN and tells her that he has 
his morning visited with former Senator GAnDNck in Claytor, 
hissouri, He is a man in his seventies anc sent his greetings to 
in DEN ¢ 
Le5 Peleus leaves. 
2:10...s0+-Incomine telephone call, advising that the newspaper pictures are 
ready. 
2tll..seeeeChYDR MOHHOW comes in with the pictures. 
2:15..-.2..Miss LEGANT enters. 
mn conversation with Miss LEGANT, KORA) mentions a Mrs. SCHAFFohwaiN 
= (phonetic) who was indicted. It is believed that he said something 


PO. ths to the effect that he used to hire her. 
2:20...e+eelncoming telephone call taken in the bedroom, possibly from SMITH. 


2:25.+++++SKITH, LOHBECK, and KOgsgaaS enter. 
KOISTERS mentions that helped Saturday night. 
2: 30.......CLYDE MURROW leaves, {| s to catch a trein for Detroit at 6:00 P.ii. 


From the conversation there is indication that SKITH has spoken to 













. 


oe pr bo 


MRT one 


Ce app Te Ei vty corte 
~ j g Pat ose ey 


—— 


SE LET TS TT a eS aT ee 
Pa 2 : , oa . . 
: . : : : Ps 


“sf Lin pce 


, 
. Be cat Sop 
Phe re tte ay, 


Biko eyls mu 
Se eet 


Speen 






ee ial and SkITd elso mentions the name I 
2DBeceeees re. calls in. : 


4 will call her back in half an hour, | ae 
2:h5 eevee: calls in. He is told that SMITH will be back in . 










one-half hour. , . 
3:00.... comes in to see H, however, SkITH is possibly 
packing iff the other room an is told that SMITH cannot 


see him. 
KUcCSTERS and Miss LSGANT are in the room alone and KOESTERS teal 


about the Jews, 
3:03....-+eeLOHb2Cn enters. 
3:04.....+.ekrs. LUNDGEN enters, 
SAiTH'S hotel bill, inclucing the rooms for MADDEN, LUNDEEK, etc., 
amounts to $80.16, 
33 Lb eeeeee oKULSTERS leaves. 
LOHSivh has also left to obtain SYIii'S transportation and take 
care of other details, 
SilTh and Urs. LUnDGEN confer aboytithe Minneanolis situation, | 


rs. LUNDLEN advises Sw1TH that vee | 

called her end esxed her t ‘ITH a messace, arently 

wanted Urs, LUNDid] agg to go to nasnington, D. C. 
eels 


"on the radio deal", at “rs. LUiDnezN cculd do better 













than he and twc unxnown men. 


SaiT:i begins figuring on how krs, LUNDEGi's expenses to Washington, 
[., C. can be paid. He said that he received a letter from HCBB 

(he may have said HOFF, possibly meaning HOFFKANN) about the lend- 
lease. SMITH wanted Mrs, LUNDEE to speak at the Saltimore meeting 


and he also would ve her at the Philadelphia meeting. She 
advised that both spoke to her about speaking 
‘at Philadelpnia. on many of the speaking en- 


gagenents it is very hard to get one's expenses paid and if groups 
too, do agree to pay one's expenses, they cannot understand why a 
person wants to have a few luxuries and live in good quarters, having | 
something more than the bare necessities. 
orth tells Mrs. LUNDEEN about his conversations — 
aiid :::. night, saying they told me last night that-----(The name 


tfianed wae wndnt oll hile = aaoeet 





mentioned was unintelligible) is ready to accept the nomination on 
the AMGRICA FIRST ticket. 
he 













IDEEN presses SMITH for an ansy to what she should tell 
and he tells her to colt RE if he will pay her 
tation to Washington, D.c., nm will pay her hotel bill. 


mrs. LUNDEcN is rather reluctant to live at the home of her friends 
in Washington, D, C., and, mentions that one of the friends at whose 
home she has stayed is so far from town. , 
within her to stay at the hotel Siatler. SMITH says that if 


will nev her transnoortation down to Weshington. Dd. C. and 


.s. 
33 ty ie kd aewe wa OLE wes WA Wek I Nah et OF vw buGe Ws eehes Ww gy af @ we ii 


o Minneapolis, then SITY can afford to use Mrs. LUNDZCEN for 
the meetings at Baltimore and Philadelphia, rather than Congressman 
HOFFMANN. SMITH says that the Lend-Lease meeting is coming up on 
the seventeenth. He comments that HCFYMANN is petting weaker rather 
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- ., ,  tnan stronger (this is believed to refer to HOFFMANN's state of 

“. . health rather than his influence, however, from the conversation 
_-  4t was impossible to tell which was meant). 
" paps! Mrs. LUNDEGN said that Urs. BRON also wanted her to come to 
Bae te 3 Philadelphia, 
SMITH again mentions the fact that these people do not realize the 
expenses which are necessary incidental to these meetings and that 
they probably assume that they are getting a lot of money, say from 
HoliaY FORD. 
krs. LUNDCEN comments that it would be very fine if she were getting 
money from FORE but she is not. 
SiITH also indicated that he was not setting money from FORD. 
SMITH makes mention that someone "has been offered a whole radio 
network", In talking about the radio network, SMITH says that 
"maybe both of us can use it", From the conversation it seemed as 
thoush this network may possibly be centered around Minneapolis. 
They begin speaking again about the Minneapolis situation and 
mentioned a men by the name of CHRISTIANSEN who is apparently one 
of the councilmen on the City Ccuncil which is to decide whether the 
Nunicipal Auditorium will be afforded SMITH or not. 
Urs. LUNDSEN says that CHAISTIAnSés does not want to be put on the 


spot. She reports CHTISTIANSEN as easine. "we are for you but we 
cet, the kichkhacks and dontt think It ie foirt. YHRISTIANSEN suprested 
oY ¥ wee Bhd Wy AR wets Tees Se Destin teed bad wWilabdd a Ww oe et "BMA . SP Bek Nak ee i SAE eT MES~ 





Nal et ee ah, 


that Mrs, LUNDECN-and S.ITH withdraw their application for the Municipal | 
Auditoriun and then submit it again at a later date. CHRISTIANSEN 
indicated that he ~wculd not do a thing until Mrs. LUIDEEN got back and 
Mrs. LUNDTEN felt sure that CHaISTIANSEN woulda call her as soon as she 
returned to Minneapolis and she wanted to knov what to tell him. She 
wondered whether it would be well for her to see WALLACE or scme of 
the aldermen but comnented that it would probably do no good. 
. SMITH shows krs, LUNDED] a newspaner release whicn he has ziven out 
concerning the Minneapolis situstion. 
Mirs. LUNDSEN said that CHRISTIANSEN is afraid tnat they may have to 
vote the other way. He can line up twelve or thirteen votes but he 
is afraid that he will not be able to swing it. 
SXITH was deep in thought, tr,ing to figure out what to do in this 
situation and he cecided to place a lorg distance telephone call to 
Buffalo, New York and get an exact statement as to the situation in 
that town concerning their attenpt to get an auditorium there. He 
comments that he thinks that they will be able to get KLEIN'S Music 
, Hall. 
| Yinile waiting for this long distance call to go through SHITH tells 
; Mrs. LUNDLEN to tell CHRISTIANSEN that ROGER PALDWIN of the A.C.L.U. 
fe , eo is is backing them in Buffalo. SITH has also received a letter from 
: ie ote BALDAIN in which he told SXZITH that it was necessary to gét an outside 
a lawyer to handle tne matter. SIITE also sucgests that Mrs. LUNDEEN 
4 tell CHRISTIANS. thet they have struck a compromise in Buffalo and 
te tell him that this principle of wnether an auditorium is afforded 
SMITH is a very big thing. 
The conversation then became too soft to hear. 
al 
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3245.00... eLOHSeCK enters and shortly thereafter 
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es SWITH takes the Buffalo call in the bedroom and when SMITH comes. 

back into the room he tells Urs, LUNDEEN that the man to whom he 

spoke in Buffalo will send her a copy of OGER BALUWIN's letter. © 

SsITH then tells Mrs. LUNDEEN exactly what tc tell CURISTIANSEN, 

one, that the Anerican Civil Liberties Union is going to support 

SHITH to the limit; two, that under tne Constitution everyone is . 

afforded certain Civil liberties, one of which is the freedon of 

speech, and that CHnISTIANSEN cannot becone known as one of the 

individuals who are conspiring to deny a man (QVITH) his freedom 

of speech; three, that there is no use kidding but that they 

(The Aw=RICA FIRST PARTY) are powerful enemies of the New Deal. 

OMITH says thet the point is to put over to CHRISTIANSEN that they 

are going to go through with the deal in trying to get the Auditorium 

i and that the A.C. L.U. is behind them, 

SMITH told her then thet if the City Council denies their enplication 

for tre Aucitcrium that she should again apply for it the very next 
_@ay and then the Council will have to go through the same procedure 


érd every time they deny it she should re-apply. 
istructed Ers, LUNDLsN to cel possibly aes 

clas or thet ne should fine up five of his best 

m2 who h sons in the Service. He will then have Mrs. BRON 
as head of the hational Blue Siar Mothers of America coue to Minneapolis. 
and install these five mothers as the National Blue Star Motzuers of 
‘Minnesota. jihen, as ¥rs, LUNDsaN makes another application for the 
Auditorium in the name of the AbichICa FinST PARTY the Blue Star xobhars 
shoud also apply for the Auditorium under the name of the National 
Blue Star Mothers of Minnesota and give as their speakers some obscure 
individuals to whom there car be no objection. After the Glue Star 







others’ application is approved and the manazement of the Auditorium 
| has accepted their money and the contract has been fully completed, 

the slue Star others will then announce GSRALD L. &. SuiTH as their 
| main speaker. 


SkITd said that he would go throush all of his petitions (he means 
the petitions to Congress which he hes circulsted for the benefit 
of large mustering out pay and disability payments to veterans) and 
pick out the nanes of the veterans who have been mustered out of 
service and also get them behind their movement. (Azain, it is to 
be noted that in these petitiors all veterans who had been mustered 
out were to designate this on tne petition after they iad signed . 

their name to it) 
Mrs. LUNDiDN, referring back to the "radio deal", asks SMITH whether 
he thinks that she could do any good in Washington, D. C. on it and 
he advises her that he thinks t ould do more ina few hours 
throuch her contacts there cna lala co: do in six days. 

.s SMITd approves that she handle the matter through her contacts in- 

> Washington. . 

As 10.......Everybody leaves the room. 


ur. and Mrs. SMITH to go to the railroad station to catch the 4:50 P.M. 
-train for Chicago. 
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= Sic, Detroit April 8, 191, 
Je Edgar hoover — Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation ~~ 
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; Mate eiics is made to the ‘Letter in the gees cotee ad matter, dated 
yarch 31, 19kk, addressed to the Bureau by the St. Louis Field Divielon, trans 
witting a copy of the log showing thse results of the surveillance of Suith's 

activities at St. Louis from karch 2h, through karch 27, 19. Copies of this 

letter as well as its enclosure mere of course, depignated for the Detrost Field 

Division. 














_ Your attention is invited especially to the 
Rae f ration concerning individuals dasignated as 
aa (phonetic). It is noted that the person referre 
re as well as other ente, 













edly once contacted _b Al sgent ¢ 
purportedly at Detroit. wap .::::. he once wrked for the Ford Kotor 
 Gospany and elso evidenced sone tle kwowledge “ef the Detroit Police Departzent, 
particularly in reepect to that Departrent's handling of naticnal defense invest i- 
gations for the Bureau. Gul =... claimed (sce page seventean of the loz) 
thst former £.C Bugae intervVigssc "a German and threatened that he would not be able 
to get hie naturalization pa ess he furnished tho information w 
desired.* In this rerard was probab 








es a Bureau thet the man mentioned in the log as SEEN 
is parha Alain some time ago called at the Ford kotor Company 

in talking with former Sic Bugas outlined a plan relative to gitceibataae °° of cartain 
important cablegrazs in the so-called Tyler-Xent case, which 


Aen pe Wee 5 was a mee a BE TR nae Se J evi eee ee ws Pehs bk Wd owt Selnedd wh 


“~~ = pelieved could be used te the enbarrasenent of President Rocsev d certain other 
Saccvg Individuals associated with the government, You will re-all that you furnished a 
copy of Kr. Bugas' memorandum in this regard (nics eveaclidic by: him to the Detroit 
aaa with your letter of February 17, 194k, in the sore ee case. 
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Inasmuch as the loz furnished by the St. Lowis ottios t 
thet the Detroit Office gay have additional information Soncernifg 
- dp desired that your files abiihee any data of pert concern 
pan, Additionally, Special uld furnish any Bvailad deat 
" eelative to his contacts wi >» and if it appear Spriate to you, 
om eet inquiry should be n pLice Department o®Sdther appropriate 
a yon : SSurces at Detroit to ascertain this man's general reputotio repaeenl yy acthod 
a2. ith Sash Hor -gperation, @t catera, ted out that the Bureau dbes not uasire any 
appaettios frivestigation of at this time but ds mainly interested in 
py oe with any of pertinence now availeble or which can be 
ec 
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UNITEHR STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 





Record of Telephone Call or Visitot 


Apri] 8, 1943) 


























Time_lJls Mr. Carson __\ 


Mr. Harbo Vy 
ian Mr. Hendon 
tele from NYC thru Mr. Mumford 


ergto erator stated Mr. Starke ec, 
was calling) Mr. Quinn aaa vigh. “nag BESS 
Referred to Tele. Room Serre ORE GARACANT 


Mr. Nease__ a nee : 
Details: (Call announced) Dee 






Nam 








——_ 






















Miss Beahm 


When advised Mr, 
of the office, 
to Mr. Nichols. 
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Mr. wionded adutseB that 
know whether Geral - YJ. 

ierek had been oon A of sed it : 
Ntchols told him that Smith had mot been con- . 
victed and that Verick had been convicted for: &,. 
failure to régister as a Pee that : 
he was under indictment sor sedition. oo 

n stated that he understood that 

had talked to the Director and 
Oover had stated that Vereck had been con- 

or secition. Mr. Nichols then told 
that what he thought Mr. Hoover had tin 
was that Verick was under ‘indictment for 


seattion. | ALL INFORMATION CONTSINE] 
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FEQERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 
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[J Deleted under exemption(s) __- sith nto segregable 
material available for release to you. 
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[J] For your information: _Per your March 18, 1982 letter this enclosure 
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Office a Wt * UNITED ST»: TES GOVERNMENT 
TO > Mr, BE. A. T DATE: April 13, 1944 


43 ait 
FROM =: F. Le. Welch 


SUBJECT: GFUALD L. Ke Osurry, ALL pet a Ci NTAINED 
SEDITION HERE C UNPLASSEIED 
DATE ofa .ra- BY sgerghne< 


Hr. Gus Vanech of the Department called during your absence 
stating that a man named , who ts connected 
with the-Anti-De famation elphia, ts presently 
at Baltimore and wants to contact a representative of the 
Bureau's Baltimore office in connection with the activities of 
ohio L, Ke Smith. Mr. Vanech stated Ur. McGranery suggested 


all the Bureau to see if arrangements could. be made so that 
could cali at the Baltimore offices Mr. Vanech 
was unable to furnish any information concerning 


other than to say that he was a private investiga e 
Anti-Defamation League. He stated it would be appreciated if 
the Anent in Charge at Baltimore would be advised of 
pians to contact that office this afternoon. 


I immeciately gon ASAC Kimball of the Baitinore office 

and he oc se< lll had already been there, in connection 
with a speech whic mith ts to otve on the evenino of April 13, 
1944, at the Alcazar Hall. requested of Kimball 

any tnformation which the Ba tce possessed concernino 
this meeting, the tdentitties of those who would be in attendance 
and any other information which miqht_be available on the meetings 
According to Mr. Fimball, he advised that he had no 

data whatsoever other than the fact smith was to 
appear before a croup at Baltimore. then incuired 
as to whether the Baltimore o,fice wo any information 
tt recetves on the meeting either before or after it is held in 
the event instructions are received from "Washington", In this 
connection Mr. Kimball pointed out to him that no such information 
could be made available except upon the authorization of the Attorney 
Generale 


I’r. Kimball stated hoe appears to be most anrious to 
develop all possible injOrmatton concerning the meeting. Kimball 
stated that the Baltimore office ts aware of the fact that the 
meeting on the night of April 13th at Baltimor before which 


Smith will speak, ts a regional meeting of the America First Party. 
It will be presided over by a Mrs. Catherine*Brown, President 


of the Nattonal Blue Star Mothers of Americas 
A- 43% /9-4 6S | 
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The Baltimore office contemplates having Agent coverage at this 
meeting in such a manner that no embarrassment will in any 

way artse and the results of this coveraze will be immedtately 
made auadilable to the Bureaus 


bIv 
Mr. Vanech did not tndicate that the Department wi d to have our 
Baltimore office furnish any tnformation to and for 
this reason I advised Kimball that if this wdtuidual anain 


contacts him he should be advised that no data can be made avatlable 
to htm without Departmental authorizations 
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; f ps4 GERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliasds; 

oe oe The America First Party 

. eae i , 3 a 
Gar |) Snopoip or he 

. a advises SMITH has supplied Lae 
Si eet with great many copies of an 
So SS beok by EDWARD TONES entit And S* They - 

Be A exe C00 ee eee Indicted Me", en contacted quit 

ae ce, } frequently by one apparently th 

wa por ie Boos Aaa ne iis forme connected with t 
: ; rican Patriot group; 


ee igen ene Me peauchareed from Canadian Army. SMITH spare” 
aa till interested in securing larger dis 
i for veterans but no indication he has 
game actually formed a new organization called > 
a | 9p" Veterans Committee", ises SMITH has 
1 - engaged in an extensive aking tour since 
December and no indication he will lessen his 
activities in this respect. Informants of 
Detroit Office advise SMITH has continued to 
harangue New Deal Administration policies = 
especially in connection with alleged. pro= 
mmunist leanings of Administration. SMITH 
till proclaims at ali meetings that although 
he is not anti-Semitic he is persecuted by . 
the Jews. 4 
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DETAILS: At Detroit, Michigan: 
Since the submission of the : 





to organize a new comaltte: entitle 
mitted the following informations 


nsubJeck//veterans Committee of “orld Viar II. 


"This Committee, as previously reported, is no committee at ae In 
his circular letter of rebruery, Smith advises that the petitions and 
Signatures contained therein, will repose in the government archives 
at Washington, D. C. They may go to Uashington, but they do not repose 


there; they go instead into kr. Smith's personal archives to swell his 


mailing list 
"There are rooms full of such petitions in Smith's offices, to keep 


America out of war, ~Q abolish Communism end Fascism, etc., dating back 
to 1939. There's tha Pommittee of One willion, thgCommittee to Keep 


America Out of War, etc. 


"These committees are Smith. Since announcing that he would welcome mae 
charged servicemen to the platform, he has not had a single one there. 


° erviceme ttend his meetings were ars. Knowles' sergeant eon, 
pice and some Lackadaisical sailors 
rom across the Bimeet at the ne 


bw 









? Fs 
meidens; they undoubtedly will circulate the Secu. but there will be 
no definite organization, and as soon as the law of diminishing returns 
sets in and the nickle trickle dies down, Mr. Smith will have a new comm 
= te 
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American Legionnaire end VFW respectively. "Mr. Allen" would have been 
a "natural" to head such a group, if he came from the right army. There 
hes been absolutely nothing in Smith's office te suggest any definite 
organization." 


* = * 


et forth below other information received 













bp 
"Subjects A Further Report of the Protest tally at the Christian 
Temple, Pontiac, Michigan, November 30, 1943. 


"At the Protest Rally at the Christian Temple, Fontiac, Michigan, 

November 30, 1943, Dr. Leland L. Marion stated that ‘he wasn't the only 
Christian minister" having difficulty with the OPA in obtaining gas. He 
said that "hundreds of letters have come to my desk during the past week, 
and our 'phone has been ringing at all hours with calls from people who are 
with us in this fight." 


"He said one of the letters was from a Keverend Crow in Sextonville, Vise 
consin, He did not heve time to read all the letter, but the part he did 
read stated that the local OPA administrator had denied sufficient gas 

to Kev. Crow and that the administrator had expressed the same view as — 
that allegedly held by Mr. Diebel of the Pontiac board, that “the sooner 
the churches were closed up, the better it would be," es 


"It-will be recalled that in a previous report when the writer first 
learned of Marion's connection with Gerald L. K. Smith, he reviewed a 
radio sermon of Liarionts, made in the spring of 1943, long before his 
investigations begen; at that time Marion had questioned the dficacy 

of the victory: garden program "because these rains are a sign of the last 


Poe LR 
UeyS, and they will continue BO tnat the farmers will not DE B0LE to 


plant their crops, and there will be no harvest." 


"It will also be recalled that this writer, reporting on the dedication of 
Marion's temple in Birmingham, Michigan, October 10, 1943, wrote that fer” 
referred to rationing coupons and OPA as the "mark of the beast", the six, | 
of the Anti-Christ spoken of in the Book of Reveletions of St. John the 
pavenes 
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"On the night of November 30, Harvey Sor said that 
fat 
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1930's, government men came to his 


"tThey singled out the fattest steer in the herd and said, "We'll 

kill that one". "Can't we have just one little old hind-quarter?" 

They said, "No, and you'll have to kill that one, that one, that one, 
and thet one,"' and Springer pointed about the prextor to the imaginary 


steers, 


MtAnd,' he said, ‘it's the same brain pov.er running the rationing pro- 

gram thet killed my father-~in-law's cattle. \.e just had to drag them 
away from the house so they wouldn't smell up the place; couldn't even 
have one hind quarter.! 


"Of the gas situation, he said that 'the oil wells in Louisiana, Kansas” 
and Colorado are runninz like this,' and he made a drive shaft of his '' 


thumb, circling it very slowly back-end forth, up and down, 'when they 
should be running like this,! and he speeded up his double-jointed 
thumb, 'There are wells with the capacity to produce twenty thousand 
barrels a day that are producing only twenty barrels. And oil operators 
are forced to close down some of their wells because they can't afford 
to operate them. And it's the same brain power, 'said Springer, flaeh- 
ing a toothy smile, 'that says those wells can produce only twenty 


barrels a dey that's rationing your gas, es 


Vite gest Gee 





"Here in Detroit you can have all the gas galewent if you paves ve MONEY » 
You just have to slip a man a five dollar bill, and He'll give you all 
the coupons you want. I asked one where they got them, and he said from | 
the OPA office. But thet's what [im against. I believe that everyone — 
ought to have all the gas he needs’without handing out five dollar bills 
to some bureaucrat, ' 


"He said that you ‘could get ner eires in Detroit by the same sheite nt, 
just slip aman a five dollar bill.! 


"He eaid that not long ago ‘your Henry |:allaces were going to give every 
Hottentot a bottle of milk; now you can't get enough milk for _your chil- 
if dren. Oh yes, it's a smart bunch we have down in ‘/ashington.* 





a me gO 


"Subject: Meeting of the America First Party in the Maccabees Building, 


Detroit, Michigan, December 16, 1943. Speakersz Dr. L. Lj warion, and 
Gerald L. Ke Smith. ’ | | 
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€ auditorium was little more than 
more than}250 in atténdance. 











d rs. Smith and Dr. Merion. 





"Dr. Marion was already speaking. This reversed the usual procedure, 
as Smith usually speaks for an hour or more and then introduces the 


guest speaker. - eo 38 


"Dr. Marion was reciting his experiences with the Pontiae OPA retioning: 
board. ; ‘ 


"He said that on most boerds various groups were represented; there 
would be @ professional man, a business man, @ representative of Labor, 
ctc. On the Pontiac board, hovever, the panel consisted entirely of 

CIO communists, As usual with these "true friends of labor", Dr. Marion 
insisted that he wes not anti-union; in fact, most of his congregetion 


were working men, and some hed requested his opinion in regard to joining 


we wr TT re Fe ee, mares y ed ee eae emchnatii cnitndllidien 3 


unions, and he had advised them to do so, 
"However, he was against racketeering and Communism in the Unions ‘and 


every one knew’ thet the CIO members of the Pontiac rationing board were 


. ry) 
communists. ens “7 f 1 wr ns se as ie acer: f- reas So t cree! a ad 


He said thet mr, Fitzgerald of the district ports in blbrott was @ very 


fine Christian. businessman, 


“When he related to the Detroit office how he had come by the loose gas 
coupons (he had prayed for them, and hed found them under his desk blotter 
and elsewhere Of the premises, and 'I said, thank you, Jesusi'), Mr. 
Fitzgerald said, ‘It looks as if we ought to arrest God,' Someone asked,“ 
"here can we find Him?! Dr. Merion réplied, ‘Not in an OPA office.! — 


"Marion seid that the local board had asked him if he was "ordained". 
He said that he was. They then esked him if he belonged to any church 
group. He said that this was a part of & conspiracy on the part of the 
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Gomanstisy soternsti Peder Council of Churches of Christ in 
America to forde #11 ministers to join their group. He said all minis- 
ters and all churches rould soon be in the position of either joining 
or else not receiving gas coupons or retions of any kind. 


"Regarding forced membership in the Council, Dr. srion gave this ques- 
tion by the OPA as to his membership in any church organization a delib- 
erately false twist. 

"Reference should be made to Merionts background. He once was & 
Christian minister; that 14e the Christian denomination which is an off- ° 
shoot of the New Testament (populerly known as the Baptist beca aupe of 
their belief in beptism by immersion) Church. Dr. dgar: Dewitt Jones 

is Detroit's, best known Christian pastor. ‘i 


"Hovever, Marionts church in Pontiac was split some years ago. Marion 
alleges this was due to his active preaching of and belief in the power 
of God to care for the physical well-being of man, the doctrines known as 
feith healing. He then withdrew with his adherents from the Christian 
denominztion end his present work is undenominational. This split wes 
the subject of headlines at the time. As © matter of fect, I believe 


e 
there was som dispute over the handling of church funds end over the 


running of church affairs. 


"In regard to the alleged conspiracy of the]Federal Council of Churches, 
4t may be noted thet Dr. H. H.|{Sevege of the First Baptist Church in 
Pontiac withdrew from that org&nization meny yetrs ago because of its 
modernistic tendencies. He is cited in Harvey Springer's 'Turmites" as 
one of a growing number of Baptist ministers to withdraw from the Council. 
Sevage does not deal in politics, but he was one of the group of Pontiac 
pestors who submitted e stetement that they had no difficulties with the 
local OPA office and had no complaint to make with respect to it. 


"In his address, Merion mentioned this stetement. He said that he was 
; the only Pontiac pastor who dared mention the New Deal fe shiner 


The others all ‘hid under the bed.! This is a favorite phrase of his 
mestcr. 





. Marion went on to say that all this was part of e conspiraay to close : 
* the churches, one of the first steps in e communistic program, He said > ae 
5 we were closer to the ‘last days' than most people thought. He quoted fo 
from the Book of Revelations of St. John to the effect that ‘they shali 
mither buy nor sell! without the Merk of the Beest, This he tied in 

with the rationing program, s 
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"Ye said that after the first of the year, according to treliable 
inform.tion' they were going to do away with A ges books. In other 
words, people could not drive unless such driving was directly in 
connection with their work. This, too, was part of the general con- 
spiracy to close the churches, as one could not use his B end C coupons 
to go to church or for other personal reasons, 


"yerion said that he was the first victim of this conspiricy, the guinea 
pig of en.atheistic experiment. Some preacher had to be made an example 
of so they said, 'Let's make an example of sarion.! 


"All this rationing was not necessary. lkisrion used the old Springer 
rant in this connection, even to the same gencral wording, 'It's the 
seme brains running the rationing program thet killed off the pigs end 
covs som years ago and plowed under the crops.! 


"He had recently been on an extended southern trip to Georgie, during 
which he talked to the 'tecuthor of this book’ holding up a copy of 'So 
They Indicted ket by J. Edward Jones. Jones told him of en experience 
he had in opening a new well in Louisiana capable of bringing in 20,000 
barrels of oil a day which the government forced him to cap until it 
brought in only 200. 


"On this same trip he visited oil refineries in Georgic where they had 
hundreds of lerge tanks buried underground. They told w#arion that never 
before had they hed so much oil on hand. Thcy were forced to heul eway 
a truck a dey and ‘dump itt. This ‘dumped! grsolinc the stations sold 
vithout coupons. Most of the audience understood iarion to mean that 
this gasoline wes actually thrown away. 






b7 


"Hovever, seid aiarion, this conspiracy vas not going to succeed. They 
Might be able to tak: his gas away, the food out of his mouth, etc., 
but he would sec them in hell first.’ 


"He said that he was going to test the local board and sce if it wes just 
& mistake thet his applicstion for gi:e had been 'buried', forcing him to 
use the detached coupons of his parishioners. He was going to meke enpli- 
cation for a bicycle. He said he began his ministry about twenty-five 
years ago on a bicycle and he could do it again. The press reports that 
he has his bicycle. “e , 





"After Harion's dissertetion, Smith mede his-contribution. He said that 
Marion had lcft out somc of the more trigic details. The order prohibiting 
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Marion from driving said that if he were riding with his wife, and she 
beceme suddenly ill, he could not under any circumstances take over 

the driving. If he should be asked to call on a dying person to administe 
the last rites, he could not go. Not long ago a soldier who had lost a 
leg and was feeling low wanted him to call and pray for him, and he was 
forced to refuse. ‘het these unfortunate people do when the “everend 
Doctor is making political speeches in Cleveland, Pittsburgh, Buffalo, 
Chicago and Georgia, Smith did not say. 


"Smith said that he hoped because of the small size of the crowd, they 
would not think he had forgotten the offering. The premiums offered 
were "And So They Indicted ie" for five dollers and "The Cross And The 
Flag", complete bound edition for ten dollars, and anyone giving more 


then that could keep the pencil. He hoped that those present w 
‘ ” cereals ~ " " a twice the usual amount. 


"Smith then discussed the things twe are going to talk about! in the 
future. Among these was the proposed 25% limitation on all income taxes, 
Also to be discussed was the problem of the returning soldier and his 
mustering out pay. weg 





"He seid, 'I picked up a young man in uniform the other dey, and I asked 
him where he was stationed. He said thet he had just been discharged, [I 
asked if the uniform was all the clothes he had, and he said yes; he had 
given his civilian clothes to tne Red Cross on entering the army. They 
did not even give him a suit of clothes on being discharged end asked 
him to send the uniform back as soon as possible. He had to pay his own 
fare home.! 
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' - _ "26 January 1944 


"Subject: America First Party Activities. Meeting in English Room, 
Hotel Book-Cadillac, January 18, 1944 








Vie had 350 seats, 811 filled. 
orm present. 


“Mr. SMITH was the only speaker, He did not have his bodyguard with hin, 
and only Mrs. SKITH sat on the platform. He hed anticipated, he seid, 
having Mrs. RICHRD, idvertiscd as the specker for the next meeting, 
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February 1, on hend to deliver « few remarks, but a duplicetion of 
dates mde this impossible. , 


"He seid there were sinistcr forees at work in America. They were con- 
spiring to steal the soldiers' vote and to set up a totalitarian state 

in America. The leaders of thes: forces were FRANKFURTER, HOPKINS, and 
Judge ROSENAANN, Mr. STITH said he regards FRANKFURTER as ‘one of the 
most di:bolical figurcs in American history!. Once iir. SwITH was invited 
to speak et Harvard University before a group of Christian young men pre= 
sided over by a MICHA“L,GRACE. During the meeting a wild group of students 
bargcd into the meet and begen to hiss and boo, rherelipon the ‘Christian 
group of young men! threw them out bodiiy, possibly utilizing some tricks 
'they lezrned before they were saved.' Afterward ar. SuITH asked them 

who the interlopers were. He wos told they were mumb of a group or 
ganized by the herd of the Law Department, onc FELIX’FRANKFURTER; they 
were Communists, and FRANKFURTER was elways prosel¥ting for the couse 

of Communism, 7 

"Later when FRANKFURTER went to !ashington, he took many of these young 
men with him, until at the present time they number over 300 in various 

key positions. They are known as FRANKFURTER's little hot dogs. They 

are the ones who are in che rge of rationing «nd the regimentation of our 
economic life under the guise of wartime emergency. 


"Next on the tindex expurgatorius' was Mir. HOPKINS, the president's chief 
adviser. It was Roosevelt's purpose, SMITH seid, to appoint HOPKINS as 
the chicf stratcgist over the combined chiefs of staff of ourselves and 
our ellics. This would place him over Gencral Arnold, MecArthur, etal. 
He would control the flow of military supplics to the 64 fronts on which 
Amcricen troops are nov. fighting. 


"HOPKINS, SMITH seid, would be remembered as the man in control of billions 

of dollers in cxpenditurcs through WPA. Roosevelt met him as a social worker 
vhile he was governor of New York. Through UPA, SMITH statcd, HOPKINS 

tground the stomachs of the poor through the ballot box.t 


NSRITH was gentle with Sse ae ieiE: he did not even refer to the 
President's reference to h s "SAMY the Rose!, However, he resumed 
on FRUNKFURTER as an eeee, dmiicrant. Just because he referred to <€ 
Frankfurter es a Jew, SMITH said he supposed some people would think him ‘ 
' anti-Semitic. He didn't criticize FRANKFUNTER because he was a Jew; — 
_ 'the Jewish people themselves ought to do thet.!? 





“SMITH quoted from Scn-tor HUGH 4, BUTLER of Nebraske, who had just re- 
turned from South Amcrica with outspokcn criticism of what he celled inter- 
national boondogeling. ‘e« fre spending 6 billion dollars in South America, 
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meddling in South Amcrican politics. This was enough, SMITH said, — 
the provide 1000.00 for every one of the first 7 million men mustered 
out of the army. These men ere being mustered out at the rate of 70 
thousand « month, ragged, disabled and needing ndjustment to civilian 
life with no provisions whatever made for their care or hospitalization. 


"The other day SMITH was driving zround tovn end sew a young man in uni- 
form (incident reported previously). Seid SMITH, tName the spot and I'll 
sect you down.! Durins conversrtion the soldicr told him thet he had just 
deen discharged; he wes now on his way to get a letter from his new em- 
ployer to prove that he hed a job so that he could buy a suit of clothes 
on credit in ordér to send his uniform back, which the arty wanted cs soon 
-8 possible. 


"SMITH elso told of & Scnate incident in which an apologist seid, "I'm 
for America first, last and all the time, but net for America First with 
capitel letters.! 


Whereupon Sen:tor CHAVEZ of New Mexico rose and said angrily, 'yhet'ts 

wrong with America first?t Such incidents as this encourage Mr. SMITH, 

especially since the New Mexico senstor is « Democrat and not particulerly 
noted for opposition to the New Deal. 


"Some people wondgred whet he meant by Americe First. SMITH said the 
Soldiers would gtcide that. That week he had been interviewed by a dr, 
KNIELS of t cw York Times, Mr. and Mrs. DANIELS had just returned 
from Englenj’where they had been during the London blitz. after the inter- 
_wiew, SwITH seid, ‘Now I'l] interview you. You see, I'm a reporter too. 
I represent the best paper in the United States, "The Cross and the Flag".! 
He asked Mr. DANIELS whet the soldicys were thinking, and DANIELS replied, 
"ell, Mir. Smith, I don't think youtll have any trouble making America 
Firsters out of the returning soldiers.' Of course, Mr. Lanicels wes only 
stating his person:1 opinion rftcr some years of observetion abrosd. He 
could not publish this observetion in the New York Times, because that 
organ is owned by the intcrnetion-1 intcrests. 





"Mr. ShITH scid thrt he did not often read from the Bible at his metings 
because they were not religious but politics] mctings. But tonight was 

en exception. He wanted his eudicnce to remeber Bill No. 666 now before 

the Congress, and hc wes receding from Hevelations in order-to give them a 
text to remember the Bill by. He wes not @ student of prophecy and made 

no claims regarding this particuler pert of the Scriptures; merely using it 
to impress the matter on the minds of his hearers so thet they would not for~ 
get to write to Congrcss and urge that the Bill be defeated. He then read 
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from the 13th Chapter of Revelations, the 16th verse to the end of 

the chapter. ‘And He causeth ell, both small and great, rich end poor, 
free and bod, to receive & mark 4n their right hand, or in their form 
heeds; And @ thet no man might buy or scll, save he thet had the merk 

(this was not a retion stamp, said Mr. SwITH) or the name of the beast, 

or the number of his name. Here is wisdom. Let him that heth understand- 
inz count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and 
his number is Six hundred threescorc and six.! oF six, sixi! seid kr. 
Sil TH triumphantly. 


"Not only is 4smerice First concerning itself with the Nationel Mobiliza- 
tion Act now under consideration, but they are vitally concerned with 
soldicrs' mustering out pay. SMITH advised us not to be misled by the 
current ection of Congress end the New Deel in providing a mere pittance 
for the boys, but ve should demend « reel mustering out bonus, and we 
wert going to circulate petitions for guch & measure. It was our group, 
Mr, SMITH recelled, thet reised the servicemen's pay from 21 to 50 dollars 
per month. ROOSEVELT, said SMITH, did not crre about the returning 
veterans. He vetoed the lest bonus measure, and Congress had to pass it 
over his veto. At this point and old man in the audience stood up and 
seid, 'Don't forget to tell them, Mr. Smith: he said it would bankrupt 
the country.! : 


"DePelma wes teking pictures of SMITH in ection; consequently the gestures 
secmed a bit studied. Sw#ITH explained the photographer's presence and 
told the rudience not to bs al:rmed. Mr. DePalms did not have any poli- 
tical opinions: he was «.n independent photographer who did pictures for 
Collierts, the Saturday svening Post and Click. He hed been to koscow, 
the Teheran conference, and followed Eleanor on her pecific arent He did 
tell SMITH, however, that ELEANOR had worn him out. 


"He offercd more editions of 'i.nd So-~They Indicted Me.! This book is 
destincd to become, he averred, one of the principal campaign documents 
of the 1944 presidential campsign. Some people had asked him how they 
would know when victory was cchieved. This would be when the ROOSEVELTS 
vere retired to Hydo Perk, WILLKIE was in hioscow and WALLACE had ad _e_milic ~~ 
route in Chine. This, of coursc, assumed thet Moscow would heve Willkie. 
This wasn't likely. Just last week SaiITH had wircd WILLKIE, 'You deserted 
the Sociclist Party; you renounced the Democrats; Roosevelt slights you; 
Stelin slapped your face; the Xepublicans won't have you; the Prohibitionists 
pee élready nominated their caendidate--don't come mesetne eround America 
ret, 


"after the collection, SkaJTH invited all of those who were mothers of sons 
in service to come up front and heve their pictures taken. He first invited 


~15- 


a, ee 


a 
a 





(De 62-1126) 


irs. KNO'LES as presidcnt of Aiothers of Amcrica to come up and get the 
first petition being ¢dirculated by America First to give the soldiers 

&. tdecent! must.ring out bonus. Mrs. KNO' LES ie the mothcur of two sons 
in service. One was recently discharged because of tbroken healtht, 
The other is still serving. There were not more than forty mothers in 
ali in kr. DePealma's shot. Smith told the audience if they knew any 
soldicr who had been mstered out to invite him to their meetings, to 
sit on the platform and perhaps say a word or two. 


"The mecting had opencd with the first and lest verses of America and 

the Lord's Preyer; it now closed with the selute to the Fleg. Smith 
ceutioned us to keep our palms upward when extending the hand to the fleg, 
beczuse the photograph might otherwise be interpreted as a Nazi salute. 
DePsima also took a picture of Mrs, Smith, Jr., who had not heard fron 
her soldier husbend since October when he had sriled from New Orleans, 

He is in the engineers, whose duty it is to march ahcad and remove land 
mines, booby traps, etc., according to his father. 
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TYORe to Dictatorship! by ELTON RAYMONDISHAY:, published by the Shaw\ Pub- 
lishing Compzny, Washington, D. C. Mr. ‘SHAW specks highly of america 
First. Like SMITH, SHAW alleges the thirty indictments recently handed 
down agéinst slleged scditionists were pert of a campaign of political 
persecution ageinst opponents of the New Deal. Of course, some of them 
are ‘undoubtedly ‘crackpot seditionists' but others are merely patriotic 


américens trying to seve the country from totalitarianism. 
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"The meeting began at eight with the singing of the Star Spangled Benner 

and the Lord's Praycr. kr. SMITH's remerke for the evening were built 

around the seven fdynamic’ issues of the jmerics First Party. 1. America 
must be put first in wer and peace. 2, There must be no compromise with 

our national sovereignty. 3. Reperl bureaucratic fascism. 4. Fight New 
Deal Comaunism. 5. Less money for foreign countries and more for dis~ | 
charged soldiers. 6. Wo lebor draft. 7. Restoration of the system of 
privete enterprise. | 


. 
? 


MSome people asked, said Smith, whet we mean by America First. Hov would we 
know we hed schieved victory. ‘When Smith strikes 2 theme he likes, he re~ 
peats it for about three meetings straight or until he finds a new one. 
“hen all the Roosevelts werc retired to Hyde Park, and Willkie was in | 
Moscow, and Henry ‘iellece on ve Chinese milk route, America First principles 
would have won the victory. He again told his audience of the telegram he 
had sent to lillkie, 'You deserted the Socislists es a young lawyer; you 
deserted the Democratic Party; the British have given you a chill; Stalin 
Slaps your face; Roosevclt doesn't like you; the prohibitionists have al~ 
ready nomineted their candidate; dontt comc smelling cround the aperrce 
First Perey «! 


"Smith said that it was sopaiae among New Dealers to call all true patriots 
such as dcCormick of the Chicago Tribune, Nye, Wheeler, Reynolds, Hoffman 
and himself fascists. Anyone who believed in constitutional republican 
government, scid Smith, was e fascist, according to the New Dealers. But 
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in their c#mpsign of Smcur, they themselves imitated the technique of 
Hiticr., But the strength of the Americe First movement was making it~ 
self felt. Here SMITH agein referred to RAY TUCKER's column, stating 

thet the fell election results were lergely attributable to Gerald L. K. 
Smith, He seid he did not take this as a personel compliment but cs a 
tribute to his leyal followers. But it wes true, nevertheless. America 
First had dictated the M-ckinec conference. Even the New Dealers admitted 
thet. Only & week or so cgo they had won another victory. They had ine 
sistcd thet the nepublican convention be held in Chicago. New York had 
offercd 9150,000.00 to gct thc convention in New York, but everyonc knew 
whet would heave happened there. New York wes the center of intcrnationslists 
and the geallcrics again would be packed with Willkic's stooges, yelling,-. 
Wwe want Willkic.' Chicago mrely offered to pay expenses, no further 
guerantee was made. ‘illkic, of course, pretended it didn't make eny 
difference to him, but Smith wanted the mucting in Chicago, especially 

so since every delcgetc would read the Tribune every morning before 
breakfast. This too was & sign of coming victory for America First prim 
ciples. ; 


we did not, Smith said, want to cntcr any sort of supcr-doopzr world state, 
although this wes Rooscvelt's aim. Hc was campaigning for «a fourth term 

so that hc could resign to accept the Presidence of the World. This was 
the puroose of Elcanor's many trips, campaigning for her husband. 


"Bchind all these Michieavellien schemes were the sinister hands of Frank- 
furtcr, Rosemmann and Hopkins. He repeated the eccusation that HOPKINS 
hed ‘ground the empty stomachs of the poor through the ballot box! in the 
middic thirtics. He also referred to FRANAFURTIR's packing his tlittle 
hot do: s' in various key positions. Thcesc men would do anything to win an 
election. Of coursc, Roosevelt, Hopkins, Ickes, Frankfurter, et al, want 

e fourth term; thet is the only way they can kcep out of the penitentiary, 
to stay in power. They even plenned to steal the soldiers! votes. BOB 
TAFT wasn't against the soldicrst voting; ev.ryone wants the soldier to 
have & vote, but the N-w Dealers want a ballot with only places to vote 
for netional officers, There would be no names on the b2llot, only a place 
to write in the name of the men the soldiers favored for office. Smith in- 
plicd thet such a bellot would not bc a secrcit onc, but would make the 
Boldier subject to reprisals from higher up if he did not vote ‘tright!. 


"He agcin refcrred to Scnztor Hugh 4, Butler's report of expenditurcs in 
Souta Amurica. Enough, said SwITH, to give every soldicr being mustered 
out ¥1000.00. Roosevelt docen't cere about thc wounded vcterans; he vetoed 
* the last bonus bill, and is niggardly with Civil war and Spenish war | 
vsterans. If, howcver, Roos-velt would practice economy when it came to 
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expenditures on forcigners, Smith would considcr economy in pensions, 
But eas long as they werc spending six billions, he insisted that it 
be epent on Americans, 


"Yes, the New Deslers would do anything to win an election. That is 

why the President wanted Bill No. 6466 passed. Smith egain quoted from 
Revelations with respect to the mark of the benst. Hc said we did not 
vant the mark of the beast of bureaucratic fescism. But under this bill, 
Smith seid, the New Dealers could take ‘your eighteen year old daughter 
and send her any place.! But the real purpose was to take up and coming 
young politicians opposcd:to the Nuw Der and put them to work where they 
could not spezk un against the fourth term. He himself expected to be 

put counting stock in Cheyenne, liyoming, if the bill pessed. The New 
Dealers could «1so move in enough Democrets from the South to the doubtful 
erets and énough negroes to swing the electién thcir wey, and that wes the 
primary purpose of the bill. : 


"But it was not going to pass. One of our campaign slogans would be, 

"Vin back the Nepublic.' ‘’e were going to restore private enterprise. 

Ve were going to guarantce thet 2 young ferm boy could be president of the 
country or of e corporstion without being 'kicked in the face! by the bureau= 
crats. That is why we favor = limitetion of 25% on income taxes, and we 

were going to susport = constitutions] cmcndment to that effect. 


"For $10.00 2 donor would receive 12 of the books, tAnd So--They Indicted 
kie', For every dollar in donstions belov that sum, a person would receive 
onc book for each dollar. 


"After the collection, Smith introduced Mrs. JOSEPH RICHARD, the daughter 
of e Protestant minister, the wifc of a chemical engineer who had spent 
many ycars in Soviet Russia, 


"Acknowledging the introduction, Mrs. RICHARD said she was something like 
ELEANOR; she had done a great deal of trevelling and liked to talk. She 
had been in cvery country in Europe. It was foitunatc for her family, she 
said, thet her husband was the quiet type bocausc to herve two chatterboxes 
like herself in the same femily would be too much. Although she hea dons a 
great deal of travelling, she admittcd she had never rubbed noses with a 
Maori Indian. 


"She seid that she should be home with her family, but she had treccived a 
cell', and she felt thet she must give her message to the american people. 
Others, who brought brek informsetion from Russia were either propegendists 
or else saw only what Officiel Moscow permitted them to see. She herself 
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saw a great many things others were not permitted to see ahd she was 
going to tell the unvarnished truth because she did not want »merica 
to end in Communism, which is the wey we are presently headed. 


"Russia, she said, has universal conecription, although they don!t call 
it that. Every person in Russia mst have a food card; if he does not 
have one, he is not permitted to work. Everyone in Russia must work. 
The intellectual counter revolutionists are not permitted food cards, 
-and must get along as best they can. Some of them are not real counter 
revolutionists, but merely people who do not believe in the principles 
of Stalinism, but who would be glad to work if given the opportunity, 


"Most of the people in Russia are opposed to Stalin, but they dare not 
oppose him because the militia constantly patrols the streets even in 
peace time. They have an insidious racket in Moscow on the government 
ovned street railway system. If anyone gets on or off the street car 
while it is in motion, they are fined, and there is no other way to get 
on or off since the motorwoman czinnot see if all the people are on or off 
and she merely counts ten quickly at each stop and then starts up again. 


"There is no private enterprise in Russia; all -business and industry are 
run by the government. The Russians, she said, are not good mechanics, 

but they are good engineers. She stated that she could not help sympe~ 
thising with the Russian people. They were crowded into small shacks 

four or five families in each, had to use communal kitchens, ate the 

worst food in the land because Stalin exported the best and kept the 

worst of Russian produce for the Russian people. Since their own currency 
was no good, they had to do this in order to import munitions and machinery, 


"She told of the wandering boys who run the streets and pile themselves 
together to keep warm. She said her audience had doubtless heard about 
them, and she wished she could say that it was not true, but she had seen 
them herself in Kharkov. 


"She told of the difficulties one had in travelling in Russia. They had 

to wait sometimes for days for reservations, which yas not necessary, since 

the trains were seldom filled, but they ran empty coaches just in case 

Soviet officials might wish to travel. Then again if one had made arrange- 

ments for travel with one official and came the next day for his reservition, - 
that official might have died of ‘pneumonia! in the meantime. So many 

People took sick and died overnight from ‘pneumonia! thet it ceased to be 

funny. The truth was, she said, that one official would be envious of 

another and would do away with him in order to get his job, and the rubbing . 

out process was known as 'pneumonia', 





"She said that the Russian government sometimes threw a sop to the people 
215. , 
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"Subject: Special mecting sponsored by the Veterans' Committee, Gerald 
L. K. Smith and the 4merica First Party, auditorium of Detroit art In- 
stitute, February 26, 8:00 P. ai, Guest spesker: Dean E/Smith 

{ "Present at the mecting were the president of Dr. warYon's Birmingham 

i Bible Class, Mir. and airs. KNOLLS, iss HEAL, Mr. and airs. DOWAN, 
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pe cartoon pictured the President a 
: ighing that he had a compass. Behindwas a 
lerge-mouthed Fr. Charles £,/Geughlin with a volume of the late Pope 
Pius XI's encyclicals, tel? him he didn't need a compass thet he had 
the directions. The cartoon was obviously Klan-inspired propegenda of 
the early 30's which preached thet if en Episcopelian (next thing to 
Roman Catholic) were eleetcd president, we would be governed by the Pope. 






wheel o p of state 


"The general reaction to Valter Davenport's article on !The ifysterious 
Gerald L. K. Smith' was thet while it was not entirely favorable, it would 
ét least arouse curiosity and get the public in to lezrn the 'trutht, 





"On stage were iir. and irs, SwITH, DEAN SuITH, VALL/AC WBER and an 
unidentified man who advised me later thet he had foxr sons in the service. 


"SwITH began the evening with the assertion that he had a selfish in- 
tercst in the guest speaker's topic since his son, GERALD, JR. was now 

_ stationed in India out which the speaker knew so much, GERALD, JR., he 
said ves with the pack troops, thc mules and jackasses, which was about 
as far as & son of that terrible man, GERALD, SR., could expect to get, 
even though he had six years! military training and all his friends and 
classmates were officers. , 


"The purpose of tonight's meeting was to aid the returning soldiers, He 
repeated the story of Sergcant Meloney, who had lost a hand an 

discharged without instruction on how to use the artificial one. It was 
our group, Mr. SMITH advised us, thet succeeded in having the soldicerst 
pey raised from 21 to 50 dollers per month even though he wes advised by 
his senate friends thet such a progrem might be construed es seditious and 
harmful to army morale. ‘What we want, said air. SuITH, ie 1000 for each 
returning veteran. We are nov spending. in South /merice on non-military 
boondogglinz enough money to provide this sum. The object of the boon- 
doggling is to buy enough votes to get FDR elected president of the world. 
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"The President hes no interest in the veterans of any war. He economizes 
only on the veterans. according to a VFW report, after FDR became 
president, he cut the Veterans Administration program 80 dresticelly 
that thousands of disabled veterans had to be released from hospitals, 
and hundreds, thousands ‘maybe not thousands, but hundreds’ of these 
veterans committed suicide. One of the veterans so treated was Captain 
EARL SOUTHARD, heed of the Citizens of USA Committee of Chicago. 


"The veterans, seid SiilTH, are suing the Government for the benefits . 


denied them, and to date have not lost o case; they have not yet got 
down to SOUTHARD's case as they are now only as far as the Ris. 


"The New Dealers attempted to make criticism of the President, of HOPKINS, 
FR/NKFURTER and ROSENW.NN sedition so they could put FORD, LINDBERGH, 
COUGHLIN and G3RéLD SuwITH in jail. Thie scheme, however, blew up in 
their faces last week. Congress is finally getting independent. RANKIN 
denounced WINCHELL on the floor of the house as the President's press : 
agent and revceled WINCHELL's real name’ (and incidentally using such cul~— 
tured terms as tkiket). SiiITH doffed his figurative hat to CONNOLLY, 

who after B/RKLEY's denuncietion of the President's ere Message, walked 
out with 'Meke way for liberty.! 

"SMITH said he had no particular sami cetien for BARKLEY, attributing — 
tdear Alben's! outburst less to statesmanship than to the fect that the 
Republicans won the fall clection in Kentucky; but he was glad to hear 
that BARKLEY et last had his bellyful. 


“SMITH then discussed the Buffalo 'burcaucrats' who refused him the use 
of the municipal euditorium. He knew they were bureaucrats because they 
had let roxd aces usc the seme auditorium. The mattor wes going to be 
teken to the statc supreme court of New York end if necessary to the 
Federal Saipreme Court. ic were going to find out if we still had the four 
freedoms here in smrica, The proceeds of the sele of the literature at 
the literature table was to go to press the suit. 


"SaITH referred to the Davenport article and said that although they tried 
to belittle the movement, they had to admit thet aieTs Ce First held the 
balance of power. 


"Aftcr the collection (at which premiums of Jones! "ind So They Indicted 
det were again offered) SxITH introduced the other Sul TH, DEAN E. 


UD EAN SuITH stated that he hed spent much of his Sine with Standard Oil 


in asia but that he had been in Europe several times and had seen HITLER 


twice. ‘hen he first saw Hitler, the Nazis had only 70 seats in the 
+27- 
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Reichetag. Good Germens told Smith that they did not like the man, © 
ah Smith contended that if Germany had been left to herself she would 

eve got rid of Hitler in short order. Instead, the British im 
prialiets backed Hitler as a buffer against Russia, and in 1933, when 
he egain saw der Fuehrer, the Nazis had 450 seats and oe after 
Hitlerysinstalled himself as dictator. 






"D/ SJITH asked rhat Wes the purpose of this war. He then said that 
it was a war of imperialism. Britain had an empire to preserve; Japan - 
vanted an empire; Hitler wanted an empire; and Mussolini wanted an empire. 
All f4mericats wars in the past had been wars of principle, and the out- 
break of this war found us in an enviable position, but weak leadership 
wrecked the situetion, If we haa gone to Russia (and the Russians are 
an understanding people, much like us and their government is a people's 
gov-ernment, according to this Mr. SuwiTH), and said, ‘All our wars have 
‘been wars of principle and have rcsulted in great moral victories; will 
you guarantee the independence of the little nations created efter the 
last wer?', Russia, with her back to the wall, would have gladly said 
yes. The same applied to Britain and a guarantee of independence for 
India end other British colonirl posscssions. Nowhere in the British 
Empire had Smith ever found e@ scemblence of democracy except in the 
dominions of Canada, South Africa, Australia end New Zealand. England, 
said Smith, does not hate Japan, because Japan is an empire. British 
officers are not permitted to say anything against the Japanese; they 
told Smith that if they did, they would be put in prison. SwITH then 
built 2 fine syllogism proving thet England is our natural enemy, 


1. Republics mean liberty. 

2. Liberty means the death of empires, 
3. Empircs want to lives. 

4, Thercfore empires loathe republics. 


"If we are ever to heve a vorld state, seid DEAN SWITH, it must be com- 
posed of republics. 


"SMITH said thet Americe's present ‘week leadership' was playing into 
Britain's hands; that mngland wanted us back in the tmpire. He said that 
our present production was made in spite of the New Deal, not because of 
it; thet he had talked to many industrialists, end they had verified 

this conclusion. SMITH closed with ean eppeal for the el.ction of strong 
leadership in the fall election. . 

fs ‘ae 

";fterward there wasa question and enswer period. DE/N SJITH was asked 
the nems of the four or five Englishmen who controlled the empire. He 
said he did not know their names, He was asked that since efter the last 
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war, Engiend had e l-bor government, she voute heave a liberal govern- 
mont after this war. He said thet the 'lnbor! government of Ramsey 
weCDON/LD vas a shem; thet he was the worst industrialist of the lot; 
thet Englznd would use any masquerade to obtain her ends. Mr. SHER iu, 
QURAISHI then arose end said thet he had ttwo sentences! to sey. He 
thanked G. L. K. Smith for the speciel invitetion to be present at the 
meting. His second sentence was to say thet he had never before heard 
such ideals and noble sentiments before, anc prayed that air. SuwITH 

would continue his good work on behalf of the poor people of his native 
icnd. DEAN S.ITH was then asked about the feminec in India. He seid 

that it was caused not by lack of food, but as the British themselves ad- 
mitted, by sheer stupidity. : 

He seid that he sometimes 
spoke before school groups, but he didn't like to, because when ne men- 
tioned America fevorably, the students would stand up end chcer, and 
efterverds get in an argument with the teachers, who taught them different 
ideals than fimerican." 
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The following informrtion was obteined ‘ron 

» whose identity is known to the Bureau. £11 of the informetion 

yd set forth hereinaftcr will be considered as having originated with this Infor 
mnt until otherwise stated, ae 


Informant advised thet all during the month of December, 
1943, SiITH had been quite active in furnishing informetion to Reverend LEL/.ND 
m KION, of Pontiac, kiichigen, relative to the trouble x RION was heving at that 


time with the Local OP/. Offices in Pontiec, Michigan, SuITH instructed u.RION 
: ~30- 
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in practicelly every move MnARION made in connection with that particular 
matters Informant advised further that in Lecember, 1943, SkITH had received . 

e form letter from the office of the Attorney General of the United States 
requesting SxITH to submit copies of his magazine, "The Cross and the Flag", 

for examination/y the Department of Justice. SMITH communicated this informa-~ 
tion to HARVEY SPRINGER et Denver, Colorado, and at that time Reverend SPRINGER 
stated that He elso had been requested by the Attorney Generel to submit a 

list of his publications. SMITH at that time advised SPRINGER to submit all 

of his publications as supplementary publications. 


In the latter part of December, SxITH began contacting 
various Congressmen and other prominent public officials with the idea in 
mind of securing a larger “mustering out pay" for soldiers discharged from 
active duty. SMITH at thet time stated that he intended to circulate his 
America First Committee, and also intcnded to circulate petitions throughout 
the entire country; that in this way he could secure new names for his = s \ 
First Committee without arousing suspicion. 


SMITH had contacted Senator NYE in lWeshington, U. C. with the d feel mind o 

either SMITH or some member of his America First Committce appearing before 

subcommittee in Washington to set forth the viewpoints of the america First ge A 
Sf 


Along these same lines, Informant advised tietf ea ig 


Committee with regard to the intended "legislation for mustering out pay". 


On Januery 3, 1944, Informant stated that SKITH had been 
contacted by an unknown female at which time it was requested th:t 100 copies 
of the book by EDWARD JONES entitled, "And So They Indicted Me" be forwarded to 
GERALD WINROD at Wichite, Kansas. : 


In January, 1944, it was ascertained that WINROD had been 
requested by SwWITH to take a thousand copies of the new book. Although Informant 
was unable to edvisc as to the exact number of books ‘JINROD had ordered, it was 
ascertained that under date of January 18 SuITH forwarded 250 copies of the 
JONES book to WINROD. 


In Janue , it was ascertained from Informant that 
SMITH had contacted of the Ford xotor and at that 
Le Swit attempted to secure a position for his friend through 


This same Informont advised th who ha en contacting 
SalTH was apparently identical with the founder of the ame rican bre 
Petriots group formerly existent in Greemmich, Connecticut. 















On January 23 it was ascertained through Informant that 
WINKOD hed ordered an additionel 200 books and SiITH at thet t ime advised VINROD 
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that he had approximately 800 books set aside in reserve for WINROD. SwITH 
suggested to WINROD that VINROD carry on an open debate with one of his out- 
standing opponents; however, WINROD was. not in entire accord with this idee. 


Informant advised thet under date of February 1, JOE 
KAMP, believed to be identical with the KAuP connected with the Constitutional 
Educational League in New York City, had been in Detroit, Michigan, for several 
days and during the time of his visit in Detroit, he allegedly conducted an 
interviev with SmITH, although the gist of the interview is not known. 

On February 7, 1944, an individual by the name ‘of JOE, 
with the address 3 East 54th Street, New York City, contacted SMITH and at 
that time advised SMITH that he was desirous of securing a standard book of 
about 400 pages and that he wanted 10,000 to begin with. SMITH at this time 
advised Informant that he was going to have a conference with an individual 
referred to as "POWERS", It is quite possible that SMITH and "JOE" might have 
referred to the JONES book during the course of their conversation. 


Informant advised during this entire period of time that 
SMITH was conducting various meetings throughout the country and treat it was 
his information that SMITH intended to continue his speaking engagements 
throughout the entire country. Informant was of the opinion that SMITH was 
sponsoring a greet many meetings with the idea in mind of eventually putting 
forth the candidate of the America First Party for Presidency. 


It was ascertained that SwITH had ordered 12,000 copies 
of his monthly magazine, "The Cross and the Flag", printed for tne month of 
February. This same Informant advised that recently there appeared an article 
in the Colliers Magazine entitled, "The mysterious Gerald Smith", said article 
having been written by WAL AVENPORT. . The Informant advised that WALTER 
DAVENPORT, of the Editorial *#teff of the Colliers Weekly, had been in the 
vicinity of Detroit, Michigan, for some period of time, conducting interviews 
with the various people mentioned in his article and was taking photographs, 
Informant stated that SmITH was quite pleased with the wording of the article 
and stated on numerous occasions that he intended to purchase a great many 
copies of this particular article and use it for publicity purposes, 


There is being set forth hereafter the list of articles 
ordered " Subject SMITH for meetings in Cleveland and Pittsburgh. These data 
are being set forth to show the anticipated attendance by SsITH at these parti-~ 
cular Meeving 8 ee 


1,200 Cross and Flag envelopes 


1,500 4merica First envelopes — i 3g ff 
500 petitions , 
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100 pabeiees cuwasines . 
50 January magazines (Cross and Flag) 
50 JONES books 


For the meeting in Philadelphia on March 2, SMITH 
ordered the following: ; 


1,000 America First envelopes 

600 Cross and Flag envelopes 

500 petitions 

100 February magazines (Cross and praney | 
50 January magazines . 
50 JONES books, 


Informant stated that Sui TH contemplated sigs a& speaking 
tour at which time he intended to go to Pittsburgh, kiinneapolis, Cleveland, 
Chicago, Philadelphia, and ending the trip in “iashington, D. C., where he in- 
tended to conduct interviews with his various contacts in Washington, D. ©. 
Thformnt stated further that SKITH intended to return to Detroit on or. about 
garch 6, at which time he actually did return to Detroit. 


ff 
\. 






\ In connection witb’ this 


ROTH sent a telegram to 
at which time he advise 
a e levue Stratford Hotel in 


On one-occasion when an unknown individual eonvacted the 
office of SXITH, the unknown party was advised by ii) RY JAN# HEALY, niece of 
SMITH, that the Veterans Committee did not intend to heve eny social functions, 
but that it was purely a crusade organization trying to help the demobilized 
soldiers get a start in civilien life, receive a thousand dollars at the time 
of their discharge, and cut down on all the red tape that it now takes to get 
any help sfom ene Government by a soldier. 





ade pia, on March 2,0 8 


~ 


On warch 6 it was ascertained ineough thig-same Informant 
that GERALD S#ITH had received a telegram from REmBERT DILLMAN’SKITH, of 

Tulsa, Oklehoma, in which telegram the Oklahoma SMITH suggested to GERALD SMITH 
that a suit be instituted by GERALD SMITH against the NBC Radio hookup for 
alleged libelous statements made by a redio commentator by the name of ST. JOHN. 
‘ SMITH has advised this same Informant thet the meting scheduled for merch 25, 
‘ 1944, in St. Louis, Missouri was to be designated by SkITH as a "rally" and 
that SITH intended that this rally would lay the groundwork for a future 
election policy to be followed by the *merica First Party. 





Informent advised during the week of werch 15, 1944, 
there hed been several articles running in the Cleveland, Ohio, papers speak 
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in rether derogatory terms about the activities of SWITH, the 4merica First 
Party, and the "Mothers" groups which have been very cooperative with the 
America First Perty in the sponsoring of meetings, etc. 


On March 14, 1944, SMITH in a discussion with a Severend 
\ ALTER ATAUSHALTER, of Baltimore, Maryland, adwised HAUSHALTEDR that he, SMITH, 
wantefi to arrange a meeting with one WALT IDDLE, of Maryland; that RIDDLE 
was desirous of running for the Senate and wanted to seek the advice of SMITH. 


Recently SMITH attended & mgeting at the Central hietho- 
dist Church, which meeting was addressed by NEX, wham the newspapers 
referred to as a "Liberal" and that after the speech given by LEHNER, SMITH 
hed gone up to the stage and challenged LERNER to a debate, at which time 
there Was @ greet deal of booing and hissing by the crowd, who apparent dy 
favored LERNER. : 


engaged in a conversation with ene 
Stated that he was a disabled 

World War I veteran residing at » Detroit. During the course 

of this conversation SMITH mention that "he was trying to organize 

a Veterans Committee in the America First Perty and that SMITH was desirous of 
securing the aid of a veteran from this war who had been mustered out and who Ic 


would be sympethetic to the ause to serve on A committec. SLIITH at that 
to the effect that would attempt to 


On warch 16, Sa TH w 
of Detroit, at which time 





















time received a promise fro 


individuel. leter advised SUITH that he hed contacted a 
at the Veterans Hospital in Detroit and thet (RRR be promised 
ge touch with the Commander of Post 45 in an avtenrt ate an in- 


dividual who would help Sc 
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The various Informants contacted during the course of 
investigation turned over to the Detroit Office miscellaneous literature pub—- 


lished by SMITH relative to meetings, etc. This correspondence is being trans- 


mitted to the Bureau with its copies of this report, 


In_connection with the leads set forth in reference - 
report of Special Agent it is being noted at this time that 
the Detroit Office does not fave a list of the subscribers to SKITH 8 magazine, 
"The Cross and the Flag", The details of this report, however, set-forth the 
names of a few individuals in the St. Louis area who are alleged to be coo pera= 


tive with The Detroit Office files contain no information relative to 
who allegedly cooperated with McCULLOUGH, of the "Post 
Digfatch" newspaper in St. Louis. | 


whose identity is known to th 
he effect that he had recently 

» Detroit, kichigan, 

zation is operated by 

that Subject SMITH was a 

indicgted that SMITH is con- 





















Bureau , advised under 














q 
templating publishing a new book in answer to JOHN ROY ON's book entitled 
_Undercover", Informant also ' d that according to 
‘was frequently visited ~ iia who is presently connected wi 
owas formerly connected with the Social if 


a: a business capacity 
ustice Publishing Company. 
The following investigation was conducted by Special _, 


Lgent aaa Port Huron, Michigans a 


Special Agent 
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wees 
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UNDEVELOPED LE/DS: 


totteie have been previously sent to the below-named 
offices requesting them to conduct appropriate investigation eat the time of 
the SMITH mectings held in their respective territories, 


THE BALTIMORE FIELD DIVISION: 


. At BALTIMORE, NARYLAND, will conduct appropriate investi- 
gction at the time the SMITH meeting is held at Baltimore on April 13 and ad- 
vise the Bureeu and Office of Origin in appropriate report form. 


“THE BUFFALO FIELD DIVISION: 


it BUFFALO, NE’ YORK, will conduct appropriate investiga- 
tion at the time of the SuITH meeting in that city on arch 31, 1944. 


THE ST. LOUIS FIELD DIVISION: 
At ST. LOUIS, mISSOURI, will conduct similar investiga- 
tion at the time of the SKITH meeting in St. Louis on March 25, LIe 







+ Will ascertain whether 


eas wes contacted by SMITH, or whethtr it wes xrs. DONALD 
o made the call. ‘ 


Will pee in touch with the developments of this movement 
in St. Louis and the individuals connected with it. : 





Will conduct an investigation regarding all of the in- 
dividuals mentioned in the St. Louis reports in this file and correlate the 
information in the individual files of the various Subjects. 


Will determine from ONI just what investigation they are 
conducting in this case, especially as to any contact they mey have had with 
the "Post Dispatch" reporter, meCULLOUGH, and whether they are using him as an 
Informant. — 





ns THE ST, PAUL FIELD DIVISION: 


| at MINNE/.POLIS, MINNESOT/., will conduct appropriate 
investigation at the time of the SKITH mesting in aa ans on Warch 22. 
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THE DETROIT FIELD DIVISION: . : 


At DETROIT, MICHIGAN, will maintain contact with 
various Informants mentioned in the body of this report and keep the Bureau 
currently advised as to developments in this case. 


. 
, 
’ 
-~ PENDING -- 
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aDNINISTRU.TIVE DET/.IL 


For the information of those offices who have not 
previously been edvised, it is being pointed.out at this time thet the Bureau 
hes specifically advised that no copies of instant report are to be sent to 
any other Governmental Agency, including the Office of Naval Intelligence and 
the Military Intelligence Division. . 


-- PENDING -~ 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 


BF Wnited States Department of Justice 
Detroit, Michigan 
April 22, 1944 


in INFORMATION CONTAINED | 





Me 0 z+ fee a : ate ua _ pais 
Ps HERE 3 *. Jt. : Sl ED ————— ; . 
DATE _4/> lee. BY ten here i Sends. - : i 
: “ir. Mumforg ae 
Director, FEI Mr. Etarke 0... 
Frr. Quion Tamm 
f ? . 
Re: GERALD L. x aren, with aliases duliteeedaeee 
THE RICA FIRST PARTY p Mis Gandy. 
INTERNAL SECURITY = G ke “4 
/ SECURITY MATTER tL } 
ie a SEDITION 
Dear Sir: 
re is being set forth below information obtained b7 rp) 
f whose identity is known to the 
eau, ccumulated during the period 


from April 5, through April 20, 1944: 


Informant advised that SMITH had been in contact with 
GEOR KOLSKY, a New York commentator, and that SMITH had 
been discussing with SOKOLSKY the possibilities of the Dewey 
candidacy for president and various other political metteree 







\ 

Informant advised that SMITH apparently fs continuing 
with his feud with the newspapers in Cleveland and that apparently 
there was some activity on the part of the farmers in Western Ohio 
rebelling against the OPA. SMITH expressed great sympathy with thes 


farmers. 


Informant advised that SMITH contemplated taking a trip 
to Washington, D. C., on or about April 12, and that he intended 
to be gone until after the 25th of April. SMITH has advised 
Informant on several occasions that he regards the AMERICA FIRST 
PARTY as the cause of WILLKIE's downfall in Wisconsin, ee aaa 


——— 


SMITH telephonically contacted Mi 


acte ee at 
Westport, Connecticut, and at that time TH invited KELLUMS 
to come to Detroit to address one of hi meetings. SMITH more or 


PIES DESTROYEP 
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wv ywRY yt ae > oe e 
On. nl * 36 APR 2a 1944 


ed Miaa KELLUMS a 





Letter to the Director: _ April 22, 1944 


less sympathized with the difficulty KELLUMS had encountered 
relative to a letter she had written to an alleged German 
sympathizer being read on the floor of the Senate. SMITH stated 
that he could understand her feelings in the matter and SMITH 
stated he knew of other instances where mail had been opened by 
governmental agencies. At the time of this contact, which was 

on April 8, KFLLUMS stated that she had a "few aces up her sleeve 
and when I am able to testify, I may produce some things that will 
astonish those little boys." KELLUMS at this time stated that she 
would not participate in any SMITH meetings. 








SMITH advised 
Maryland, that in all pro 
he was in Washington, D. C. 


e 

Informant advised that SMITH recently had printed numerous 
petitions, and that he had started to circulate these petitions with 
the thought in mind of having the AMERICA FIRST PARTY placed on the 
official ballot for the next presidentiel election. SMITH has 
stated that he wanted to follow this procedure so that in the 
event he received a double cross from the Republicans he would 
have his own party to sponsor a candidate for the presidency, 


Very truly yours, 


(ii 


R. A. GUERIN, SAC 
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Reference is made to the evidence listed below which was trans 
to the Bureau by the St. Louis FPield Division with a letter dated A 
Latha This letter was transmitted to the laboratory by the _Seourity vi- 


oe eee ee eee S aa © os a eae a Poe ee a Pi i Se ameapeeuaeee pekePinende eee 1 IC 
sion with a routing slip dated April 11, 1944 for appropriate examination: o 
Q3 An anonymous letter which was reportedly sent out by the AMERICA FIRST 


PARTY beginning "Dear Fellow American: You must..c.ces%e 


It hasbeen concluded that the typewriter used to prepare specimen Q3 
was not used to prepare specimens Ql and Q2 previously subaitted in this 
case by the San Antonio Office with a letter dated June 26, 1943. Speci- 
mens Ql and Q2 consists of a two page letter | written on the stationery of 


BS ALDZSUARUBSEY VAs via Uour Ullp DHL Veport wy sA7UL SLI WelsawtAt lie Re 


Smith is shown as the ainister in the letterhead. 







b1 | | 
" Specimen Q3 is betng retained in the files of the laboratory. 5: 
noone (p73 41 2— HE 
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_ fe : \ een CHARACTER OF CANE a 
Le x.buare, with alinies; wl 9 * IVTERNAL BECURISY (8) 
The Amorice First Party ‘ SECURITY MATTER ~ SEDITION 
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: SMITH held meeting at Aloazar Auditoriuna, wer 
: Baltimore, on April 15, 1944. Approximately ed 
S00 persons attended and Yrs. Co oe _ ee 
and Mre. CATHERINE VysBROWN, both“of iational gee 
Blue Star sda hela Boxe on program before | 


a. SMITH. “}RLT arranged for auditorium fo 
AQ swore. TH indicated desire to hold hmge Brrairntecr sorsev 

} Jt 4” ings Nasa in local park in near future rrp reneeas - ; 
y% e+: 5 with Representative CLARE HOFFMAN of Michigaf?¥ 152. 2 Ba 5 
vi as speakere Also indicated Father COUGHLIN SLiP(S) OF COLD) 


A | 7 “ “ will speak in Baltimore at publio meeting. mateo 
See oa Considerable “Peace Now" literature distri-~- ~~ 
arr ear buted at meetings No incidents aaa 6.1 FL 
ae ‘s “he cae | . _ CER W A a 


ae » | | “RUC >= alk of Rince 














REFERENCE: Bureau File 62-45818. 
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January of 1944 oarried information that GERALD L. K. SMITH appeared in 
Baltimore to arrange a eoteren meeting at which he would be the principal 
ayantete / 


A meeting was held on April 13, 1944 at the Aleazar Auditorium 
in Baltimore, Maryland which was advertised with GERALD L. K. SMITH as the 
principal speaker, The tickets which were distributed for admission to this 
meeting contained information that SMITH would speak on the following subjects: 


(1) “No Election” Conspiracy 

(2) Buresuoratic Tyrants 

(3) Hew Deal Communists 

(4) Willkie Internationalists 

(5) Treason in Washington 

(6) World Government 

(7) The Fourth-Term Plot 

(8) Fat Bureaucrats and Bungry Veterans. 


Admission was gained to the meeting presentation of these 
tiokets which had been distributed prior to the meeting. At the meeting Mre. 
C. O. PARKS, Secretary of the National Blue Star Mothers, and Mrs, CATHERINE 
V. BROWN, President of the National Blue Star Mothers, appeared on the platform 
with Mr. SMITH and made brief remarke before the mocting. These were the only 
two persons on the platform besides Mr. and Mra, GERALD L. Kw ‘SMITH. The 
meeting was soheduled for 8:00 pem. but SMITH did not sl until ae 
8:15 and the moeting lasted until 10:45 pene: 


With regard to the point of Few Deal Sewaind eta: SMITH pointed 
out that Vice-President HENRY A. WALLACE was aoting in the capacity as an 
ambassador of JOSEPH STALIN, basing his opinion on the fact that when WALLACE 
appeared as guest speaker at the Russian War Relief Rally in New York City 
in November of 1943 he stated that if Soviet Russia contimed to make as much 
progress in the next twenty years as it has in the past it will surpass the 


United States industrially and politically. 
i 
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SMITH aleo referred to the release of EARL BROWDER from the 
Federal Penitentiary, which he terms was timely, in view of the fourth-term 
campaign for President ROOSEVELT. SMITH then attacked the Communist ge 
in the United States and flayed them for their tactios in the present politi- 
cal campaign. ; 7 
In regard to. New Deal Bureasucratio Tyrants, SMITH recalled 
the banquet given in honor of HARRY HOPKINS shortly after his marriage to 
@ socially-prominent Boston woman by BERNARD BARUCH at the Hotel 
Carleton in Washington, which oost in excess of $4,000.00 and which amounted 
to more than $100.00 per plate. He indicated that the champagne bill for 
this party was more than $2,600.00 and souvenir bottles of perfume were given 
to each woman guost coating $40.00 each. At the tine of this party HOrKLS 
had an article “appearing in the ourrent issue of the American Vacarine in 
which he explained to the American people that because of the war they would 
necessarily have to “tizhten their belts" and live more conservatively. 

Tn addition Su t after rationing 
tuted by Secretary of Agriculture CLAUDE R. WICE ARD, a aawépaner man otro 
Chioago wisited WICKARD's father at his farm and discovered that he had 
over 900 pounds of lard, 6500 pounds of butter, and an enormous amount of fresh 
meat ina refrigerator. Upon being questioned by the reporter Mr. WICKARD, 
Senior admitted that his son, CLAUDE, Bad tipped him off regarding the insti- 
tution of the rationing program. Thereupon SMITH flayed WICKARD for the use 
of government knowledge and facts to satisfy his own desires. 
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SMITH claimed personal oredit for the defeat of WILLKIE in 
the recent Wisconsin primary and stated that WILLKIE had admitted that 
defeat for WILLKIE wast a viotory for SMITH. He indioated that the difference 
between WILLEIE and ROOSEVELT was the difference between “tweedle-dee and 
tweedle-dun* ° 


He severely oritioized WINSTON CHURCHILL 's eeuecae that 
ROOSEVELT be re-elected for a fourth term. In conneotion with Lend Lease, 
he quoted a portion of a speech delivered at the National Press Club in 
Washington, D. C. in which a representative of the British government in 
the United States to negotiate for lend lease shipments hed suggested a 
permanent aliljance between the United States and Great Britain whereby 
Congress would be held one year in London, the next year in South Africa 
and the succeeding year in Washington, De Co. In this connection he showed 
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the proposed flag of the united nations of the world, which flag he dis- 
tinguished from the world fleg of the allied mations in the present wold 
‘eonflict. He remarked that this was the flag whioh he had thrown on the 
platform and which had brought severe oriticiem fram WALTER WINCHELL. 


In mentioning WINCHELL he criticized him severely for re- 
ceiving $5,000.00 per week for his broadcaste while he was serving on 
active status as a lieutenant commander in the United States Mavy. 

In connection with the Treason oases about to be processed in 
Washington, he ted that warious factions had tried to align him with 
WILLIAN DUDLEY PELLEY, presently serving sentence for violation of the Sedition 
statutes. He stated that no process had ever been inetituted against him 
and the Federal Bursau of Investigation could investigate him in Detroit, as 
well as for his actions in Baltimore and that no action had ever been taken 
against hime He further etated that he considered it an insult to the in- 
telligence of the FBI to conduct ar investigation on himself. 


At no time during the course of the speech did he oritiolze 
money spent on the armed forces or for the supplying of the armed forces 
of the United States, However, he did oritiolze the spending of $6,000,000,000 
in Bouth America, stating that if such moneys were spent for a $1,000.00 
bomus for each soldier it would give this eum to six million men upon their 
return to civilian life. 


He emphasized throughout his pigeah that America should come 
first with Americans, He said that England came first with CHURCHILL and 
Russia came first with STALIN. 


In touching on the ooming presidential eleotion, SMITH reiterated 
that no man was indiapensable as president of the United States and that | 
"4f this country of 150,000,000 people has only one man, 62 yeare old, who can 
save it, then it is all shot to hell enyhon and we might es well find it out 
in Novenber." 


SMITH then suggested that the Christians of the world unite 
and if the Republican Party would not nominate an eligible candidate the 
Anerioa First Party would select a nominee for president such as CHARLES a 
LINDBERGH or BURTON K. WHEELER, 
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In concluding SMITH made it clear that although he had been 
“srucified by bigots” and the *Commmnist vermin" he was neither anti-Catholio, 
anti-Negro, nor anti-Semitic, stating that merely because some of the people 
he has attacked have been a member of one of the aforenentioned groups was 
not indicative that he was opposed to the group as a wholes. 


He suggested that if the people desired a large mass meeting 
such a meeting would be held in one of the large auditoriums or the public 
parks in Baltimore with Representative CIARE HOFFMAN of Michigan end himself 
as speakers. He indicated that this meeting was just an organizational meet- 
inge At one point in the speech he also indicated that Father COUGHLIN would 
appear at a public meeting in Baltimore in the near future.’ 


During the course of the meeting he passed out envelopes for 

contributions to the America First Party. He also offered fcr sale copies 
of the book by JONES "and So They Indicted Me". Subsoriptions to “The Cross 
and the Flag" were solicited and a copy of a resolution to Congress was 
distributed under the "National Blue Star Mothers of America” heading. 
Also at thie meeting was distributed literature of the "Peace Now" Movement 
to the effect that the Movement desired that the President of the United 
States make all possible efforts onoe more to find som way to avoid the 
supreme tragedy of continuing this war to the bitter end. Also was distri- 

ted a leaflet by the "Peace Now" Movement urging Baltimore citizens to 
write to their Senators and Congressmen to help win the war by negotiation 
rather than by the killing of American boyse Special Acorn Sia 
ascertained that the "Peace Now" Movemert literature was distributed by are 
C. WHARTON, Canton, Ohio, Vice-President of the Modern Mimitemen of America 
and executive of the National Parm Council. When the official ushers observed b7e 
Mr. WHARTON distributing such literature Special Agent advised that 
they requested him to leave and he left the auditorium balance of 
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- Also aistributed at the melting to a few individuals was a 
copy of @ speech in the Congressional Reoord delivered Jy LOCIS fT. McPADIEN 
of Pennsylvania whioh had been deliwsred on May 2, 1954. This speech was 
re-printed and distributed by the Crusading Mothers of Pennsylvania and had 
the address of Mrse JOHN BROWN, 106 Main Stroet, Colwyn, Pennsylvania at the 


botton thereof, 


Copies of all of the above literature are being enclosed and 
sent to the Bureau. 
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; There were no inoidents at the meeting although one individual | 
at the rear of the auditorium apparently did mot agree with SMITH on éome of 
the issues. { we 8 


advised that arrangements for the hall were made 
in ad Gove nt Committee ER 
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Informant continued that he had conducted a survey of indi- 
viduals connected with the America First Committee who, he alleges,areas 
follows;: ; ShesSaties - 20 reat wae. | re ee oe ; 








. Informant made available a copy of a resolution passed by the 
House of Delegates in the State of Varyland which is set forth as follows: 
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CORRENTIAL ARES 


“HOUSE RESOLUTION 


By Mr. White, 


A House Resolution expressing the hope that Gerald L. Xk. 
Smith, national director of the so-called “America First" 
Party, will imbibe some of the spirit or tolerance as 
practioed in Maryland, during his visit to the State. 


Whereas, newspaper artioles contain reports that Gerald L. 
K. Smith, national direotor of the so-called “America 
First” party, will establish a branch of this party, with 
nine key officera, in Maryland and will oall a meeting 

in Baltimore on or about April 15th; and 


Whereas, the said Gerald L. K. Smith represents, by his own 
admissions, the Fascist, re-aotionary, anti-war and anti- 
United Nations element in our country; and 


Whereas, the said Gerald L. K. Smith and his cohorts preach 
anti-Semitism and all kinds of undemocratic doctrines; and 


Whereas, the spirit of tolerance, as taught and practiced 
in Maryland is well-knomm throughout the entire country; 
and 


a smeeetan af UwerlandA ave atmne? anmnimane in 
Whereas, “he PooPrs Vi BeAr Yaak BAS Bae MA ue + had 


their opposition to the teachings and practices of the so- 
called "America First” party and have whole-heartedly 
supported all demands made on them in oonneotion with war 
drives for the Red Cross, buying war bonds and erence 
of supplies of war maveras?s and 


Whereas, from the time of the Calverts, Maryland has stood 
for religious liberty and the tolerance of views of all 
oa shades of opinion; and 


sae 


Whereas, it may be possible that cece the said Gerald | Le 
K. Smith and his associates spend sufficient time in 
Maryland, they may feel impelled to recant their present . 


COMMBENTIN 
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Views and undemcoratic conduct; therefore, be it 


Resolved by the House of Delegates of Maryland, That we 
hereby express the hope that when Serald L. K. Smith, 
national director of the so-called “Amerioa First” 
party, visits the State of Maryland that he will be so 
impressed with the tolerance practiced here that he will 
recant his professions of faith in Fascism and cease to 
be opposed:.to demooracy, as practiced in these United 
States. 


Read and adopted. 


4 
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Speaker of the House of Delegates. 


Beteoevpese FCoeseeevoeeaeeent*beoaoeene 


Chief Clerk of the House of Deleratos." 


In reply to the above resolutions, the Baltimore Yorning Sun 
of April 7, 1944 indioated that SMITH had written to the Maryland House of 
Delegates that he believed they were the wictims of Communist propaganda 
when they passed a resolution relative to his appearance in Baltimore. 

In this recsard he invited each delegate to his meeting and added that if 
they could point out that he had done or said anything to inspire bigotry 
or intolerance he would make this appearance in Baltimore his last visit to 
Maryland. As an alternate he suggested that a rabbi, a Catholio priest, 
and a Protestant minister be invited to sit on the platform and if they . 
found anything in the meeting to be un-American or bigoted he would let 
their firdings be considered as finale 


In connaction with SMITH's proposed trip to Baltimore the 
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lettera oriticized SHITH's propo 
In the Baltimore Sun of April 18, 1944 a group of Baltimoreans © 
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addressed an open petition to the residents of the city asking them "to insist 
that the promoters of the meeting announce themselves". The Sun indicated 
that this petition was signed by the following individuale; 

(1) REV. HAR ARROWSLITH (Sponsor- Russian War Relief): 

(2) PRANK CLARY ELLIS (Sponsor - Russian Wer Relief) 

(3) Te DUKE AVES (Commmist Party attorney) 

(4) S8ID HOLLABDER (Sponsor - Russian War Relief) 

(5) Le We BARROLL (Advisory Chairman - Russian War Relief) 

a” 


(6) PROP. Hy @2° LANCASTER (Chairman ~ Baltimore Counoil 
American Soviet Friendship) 


~> (7) DRe Je Te JK CANPER (Total War Employment Conmittes) 
(8) F.-L. TEMPLETON (Baltimore Afro-American) 
(9) JAMES ORURY (Known Communist, N.M.U. Port Agent) 


4 


(10) EN&T WHITE (Sponsor - Russian War Relief). 
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ENCLOSURES : TO THE BUREAU 


(1) fwo envelopes for oontributions to the Amerioa 
Firat Party, 


==- -g # 


(2) Two envelopes of subscription to "The Croes and 
the Flag", 


(3) Two oopies of leaflet “Peace Now! How to Get It", 
(4) One copy of leaflet "The Peace Now Movement", 


(5) One scopy of Resolution to Congress by the "National 
Blue Star Mothers of America®, 


(6) Radio Address by LOUIS T. MoFADDEN. 


- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN © 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: aks - On he 3~ hh, at the Franklin Auditorium, an 
: ' “Cleveland, Ohio, GERALD L. K. SMITH 
7 L | a addressed approximately 1,000 persons, 
q | . Tne major portion of S!ITH'S remarks 
“A ; were directed against alleged "smear 
fn! % attacks" against United Mothers of America, - .- 
rr .* Cleveland, Ohio. S!ITH announced a mid- . 
cae é . west ralley of the america First Farty at 
a Cleveland, Chio in the month of Vay. ~ 
/ SLITH'S remarxs followed usual anti- | 
Semitic, anti-New Deal, anti-British vein. 
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letter from Retroxt dated March 21, 1944. 


DETAILS: : At 8:00 p.m. on April 3, 1944, GORALD LK. 
i? RilTh, Rational Director of the America First, 
one thousand persons at the Franklin Auditorium, 
: Franklin Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio. To gain ad- 
ONTAINED mission to the Hall it was necessary to pres- 
1 N C : ent a card of admission. On the platform in 
rit addition to SMITH was Mrs. DAVID#STANLEY, — - 
ss vresident. of the Winit ed } Motherg, va America, 
eveland, Ohio akd Mrs. PHILI MONREAL, oo 
vice president of this organization, The |... : Pa 
. meeting was held under the auspices of the 
“oa te United Mothers of America, Cleveland, Ohio 
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about whom an expose consisting of a series of articles has ‘recently 
appeared in the Cleveland Press. The United Mothers oF America are 
strong supporters of SuCTH and his PEnneaptess — ; 
cITH opened the meeting by launching his ‘attack upon the 
Cleveland Saees for publishing the above-mentioned articles, charging 
the editorial staff as being "character assassins", SMITH stated that 
the attack on the United Mothers of America was actually a part of a 
"smear campaign” levelled avainst the candidacy of MARTIN L. SWEENEY 


SA ee fee wean WN SoS ae en a dh atee 


for governor of Ohio, inasmuch as SWEENEY is the America First candidate. 
SHITH limited the larger portion of his talk to the local situation de- 
fending the United Mothers of America and aiming a tirade against the 
Cleveland Press and Communistic groups in Cleveland who are "persecuting™ 
this group. 


Mrs. DAVID STANLY, President of the United Mothers read the 
following letter which is being forwarded to Congress and otherwise 
distributed in answer to the attack that avpearea im the Cleveland Press: 
TOME. OOUP EY, ONE GOD ONE FLAG 

UNITSD MOTHERS OF AMP RICA 
Room 348, The Arcade 
Cleveland, Ohio 
Fain 3952 
TO ALL AMERICANS: 


The United Mothers of America is a group of Cleveland Christian 


. women who came together about June, 1939 to disucss the alarming situation 


which began to develop in this i in the direction of our involve- 
ment in another mone War. 


The semoiate futility of the first World War to prevent ‘all 
future wars, made us see the inefficiency of ‘wars to produce permanent peace. 


When the administration stood for the prevention of our involve~ 
ment in the war we upheld it, but at the same time we were conscious of 
forces that were pushing us into the war. . 


We organized as a group with the object (Article II of ovr Con- 
stitution) "to preserve our Netional Constitution and American form of 
government and to defend it when-ever and where-ever exposed to attack 


from within our borders," Since the time of our organizing, that which 
e hg ve triond tn nrevent ha as heen nrecinitated upon US, and our sons are 
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fighting in foreign Lands, ee 


a she 


The enemy ‘within: hes grow re ‘and powerful ana we at our 


position have been the object of attack because those ideals for which we 


stand, our Constitution and the American form of government, are not in 
keeping With the new fashions of the Internationalists,. 


The Cleveland Press has permitted itself to be 


u 
T. em + 
and has accused us of using "Nazi-inspired propaganda to d 


a 
us on the home front*, 


Mw 
4. 
a 


The truth is just the opposite. We have always believed in and 
stood for our Constitution and our form of government. This form of govern 
ment upholds the two party system, giving expression to different ways in 
action, but both parties adhering to the principals of the Constitution, 
thereby removing all danger of a totalitarian form of government. 


The enemy on the contrary is out for political unity on the home 
front, which is totalitarianism, and ‘orld Federal Government, which is not 
mentioned in our Constitution, and seems to us to be treagonable. 


If the people of the country are smeared with the names of our 
war enemies, because they believe in America First and uphold the Con- 
stitution, is it not time that something be done about the "smearers" who 
are creating hatred by the use of vile names and who are trying to under— 


mine our form of government while our boys are away fighting for our America? 
The Cleveland Press calls us Fascist-minded., We note that many 
of our best Congressmen are called Fascist-minded; also we have seen the 
President of the United States 80 named. 
Would you pleuse tell us what Pistian is? 


We see the danger of this Anti-American propaganda of many ae 
of the newspapers, columnists and radio broadcasters of our country." oe 


“ We do not doubt that the good solid citizens of the United States are 


Vacveol 45 tho Con ie ution ann the Ama wi aan forn of <Ooveron = 


+ 
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Must these tricks of the enemy run to the saaee Civil War 
before they are stopped? Go ag. SGN Sra ~ 


We ask the Congress to find the way and adopt the means for 
prevention of another Spain here. 


MRS. PHILIP MOMREAL toe. DAVIE Sr ft 
Vice President President " 


CV. F.O- 
100~74,63 


SMITH tevelled his typical attack upon WALTER WINCHELL and 
supported Congressman MARTIN DIES in his controversies with WINCHELLs 


S!ITH announced that the adherence of the America First Party 
: of Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, Western New York, and Western Pennsylvania 
would conduct a rally et Public Music aes Cleveland, Ohio on an avail- 
able date in May. 


SMITH charged RABBI BARNETT R. BRICKNER with making statements 
that would be termed seditious if he, SMITH, had made them. SMITH des- 
ecribed the book "Undercover" as a "masterpiece of deceit, chicanery, and 
character assassination" and attacked everything but the Communist Party. 


SMITH predicted to the assemblage that WENDELL WILKIE would be 
defeated in ‘/isconsin and stated that the reasons for the defeat were 
(1) the work of GERALD L. K. SMITH and his followers in Wisconsin, and 
(2) the fact that WILKIE had publicly repudiated the America First move- 
ment. The usual collections were taken up at this meeting and SMITH 
brought the meeting to a close with the pledging of allegiance to the 
national flag. 
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description of his recent activities. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT Detroit SL rmizwo. 100-6013 


DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MADE 


Smlmbh | 7,18, 19-44 


O aie * 
L. K. SMITH, with alias, . 
AMERICA FIRST PARTY 





SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: The Anerica First Party held neeting in Saint Louls, 
Mo,, under leadership of DON LOHBRCK, Attendance _ 
approximately 125, The main speakers were: GROVER 
C. BUTLER, Saint Louis, Mo., former anti-Semitic speaker 
for German-American Bund, and WILLIAM D, MONTGOMERY. 
Will hold meeting May 9, 1944, having DEEMS SMITH as 
speaker and toward end of May they plan to have GERALD 
L. K. SMITH and Senator ROBERT REYNOLDS at big meeting 
in Municipal Auditorium, LOHEECK has filed in ' 
Republican candidacy primaries for Congressman, 


~ RIC — peat 
REFERENCE; Bureau File No. e2-13818 eo 





DETAIIS: Ze AMERICA FIRST PARTY: MEETING IN SAINT wt. APRIL 18, 1944. 





In the week prior to April 18, 1944, handbills of the America 
First Party were distributed advertising a meeting at the 
Third Order Hall, 3200 Meramec Streat, Saint Louia, Missouri, | 
pril 18, 1944. The subject was advertised as "Communisa 
-— The Party of Destruction*®, 
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Very little newspaper publicity was given to this meeting and, 
in fact, the only newspaper article appeared in the morning newspaper, the 
Olobe-Democrat. This newspaper article explains that the principal ppeaker: 
vehemently refused to answer questions from the audience and would not 
identify himself to newsmen, GROVER C. BUTIER accused radio advertisers of 
sponsoring programs designed only to confuse the public on matters of public 
interest, but sought protection from DON LOHBECK, Chairman of the Saint Louis 
organization, when menbers of the audience sought elaboration of the speaker's 
statement. LOHEECK excused the speaker's reluctance to submit to questioning 
with the explanation that the hall had been leased "only on the promise 
there would be no questioning and no smoking." LOHHECK described the meeting 
as the first of three gatherings called to "show how the Communists, British | 
Imperialists and New Dealers are guiding the Deirec States into Peo 
internationalism," ; : 


It is to be noted that GROVER C, BUTLER is know to office 
as having spoken before the Friends of New Germany, and German~Anerican 
Bund in Saint Louis on many occasions, Wis theme at this time was also 
anti-Semiticism, and he became so outspoken in these remarks that even the 
Bund members did not care to listen to him any more, He is presently 
employed by the Amertorp Corporation in Saint Louis as a Civil Service 
Accountant, and he is very well know at his place of employment as being 
extrenely anti-Semitic, The following items were distributed at the meeting: 
1. An envelope for subscribing to the "Cross and Flag", | 
2. A handbill setting out America First principles. 
3. The Cross and Flag magazine, 
4. A Questionnaire asking preference of a Presidential 
candidate within the two old parties, and the preference 
"if both old parties betray us and choose an internationalist, 
and if it becomes necessary for us to call an independent con- 
vention and nominate a candidate for Beeeisentce 


This material ‘4s being retained in the Saint Louts fils on this Case. . 
| Tl, MISCELIANBOS. © - a 
| The list of those filing for State and National offices in the 
Primary Elections were set out in the daily papers and it is shown that - 
DON LOHBECK of Saint Louls is running for nomination as representative in 
Congress from the Twelfth District. He is opposed by OTIS ROVOST, 
Maplewood, and WALTER C,} FR, Saint Louis (incumbent), 
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT DETROIT, MICHI:AN FILENO. 100-6013 


PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE AY 
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CHARACTER Of CASE 


Oo 
GERALD L. Ke STH, vith alias, INTLRAL SECURITY ~ G 
THa-AM RICA FIRST Pé RTY SMUAITY i671 GR 
SSDITION 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:G -PATD L. X. STE spent karen 24 to 27, 1944 in St. Louis, 
Missouri. Held Anerica First mally on March 25, 1944; avtendanc:. 
2,189; anc a soaller meeting on wercn 26, 1944; attencance, addUr 
5. Indicati ons are thet attendance was Cisappointin:.\| Otner 
speakers, Mrs. akivuST LUNDuGgN, CH:RLIS asDDuN, Aaerican Legion, 
Pittsburgii, Pennsylvania, and Reverend LuLAND L. iu.clOH, Pontiac, 
Michigan. STi spoke on his usual tnese as dic the ovhers; anti- 
ROUSSVsLT, a: ti-British, and anti-Communist. He was given, 
authority at rally to cali convention of smuhICa Fins Panii to 
nominate prt per man, sucn as Ca.nilS a. LINDS.tGH, for president, 
snould Kepu,lican Party nomjnate .ILLKTD or someone li.e aim. 
Two men, Be Ekssin(?) anc PICssf? (?) bring SmITh wora ta-~ “7 21e 3 
unidentified individual will accept 4.F.P.'s nomination fur 
president and encourage SsiTE to call iameciate convertion, 
nominate candidates and serve ult.watu: on Republican Party, 
SIT: is :eceptive to idea, Others attending vally are BoaTRICe 
Re MvOwue3 and CLYDs 0nd. of Detroit, Michigan; Mrs. CatHosnl.s | 
 BRuws’ anc other Blue Star Mothers of Pennsylvania, and ar. and 
dirs. C. SHoPLinT, wayne, Pennsylvania. LOABiCK and KO.STuRS are |; 
still SiiTd's chief workers in St. Louis. Information received / 
that Pinxerton Detective agency has been hired by some national /-—' 
organiz:.tion to gather information on STH so that ne may be f 
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DéTstLS: aT SsINt JOUIS, MISSOURI 


AS soon as it was publicly know, in St. Louie that GRALD L. K. 
SisITH was going to hold a rally of the AusRICs FInST PsiTY at 

tae municipal Auditorium in St. Louis on Mareh 25, 1944 tnere 
were protests from various groups. The samericanization Couictee 
of tne Veterans of Foreign ars and American Legion protested in 
the newspapers anc also were given the opportunity of bringing 
their case before the Hoard of Directors of tne wiunicipal Audi- 
torium in order to show why SITH should not speak, The Communist 
Part: was strongl, representec at this meeting at wnicn the Board 
decided that SMITH could use tne municipal facilities. FRUD iG 
of the V.F.#. continued to activel} protest against tne meeting, 
however the Anerican Legion Gecidec to stand by anc see wnat 
SMITH had to say end were not too enthusiastic over the Conmunist 
Party's very active protests in the form of hancbills, etc., 
ageinst the SMITH meeting. The american Legion also decicec not 
to participate in picketing tne meeting as was done by FRiD xiIG 
of the W.F.7/. anc the Communist Party. bp 


ey «::.-: that Box Number 996 at the main Post Office 
was obtained on haren 1944 in tae name of THO Av.uRICA FIRST rAnTyY crd 
DON “LOHBcOK. Tne use for the box was shown es “political information. 


References were GuRsLD L. %. SuTTH, 1753 Seyoune, Detroit, Hichigan, and 
J./KOLSTiKS, 4713 Virginia, ot, Louis, Missouri. - 

{ 
St. Louis Convention br 
: Marea 20, 1944 

te the - 

: ' P he g a cofvention in St. Louis une or July. They 17,5 
were > told cnet no dates werd available until December. In adcition to 
desiring to set a date for their conveition tnaey also wanted to have 100 
rooms biocked out at the defferson Hotel for their 4:..xIC.. FIAST P_.nTY 
Rally on March 25, 1944. They were told tnat it was impossioie to block 
out toat number of rooms anc they couid only be obtained snoula they want 
to register people for tae incivicual rooms. 


ND ee in a discussion with tnese aan about SIT ; 
and he told th t he could not see what they as sensidie paople vould 
want to get themselves involved with S.ITH because ae is continually tearing 
down and hig against everything anc in no way is presenting any constructive 
program. LOHWBECK claimed tiat they had been treated unfairly by tue .mecican 
Legion and the ¥.F.W,. and prpee ross to try to impress him as to wnat a 
great man SMITH is. 








and Public 





51D 
per advised that S-ITH and LOHBsCK expected to have -an 
as audience of a ; of their followers, not including curiosity seckers. 
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about 500 tickets had been left at the Municipal Luditorium so that people 
who wented admittance could obtain them by furnishing their names, hovever, 
only about five or six people signed for these tickets. It was expected 

nat there would be about 100 Legionnaires there wearing their caps who 
woulc come chiefly from South St. Louis anc tne County, however, this did 
not materialize. 


aavised that LOHBCK nad sent letters to commancers of al? | 
tne legion posts an. ne was also using tue telephone technique in calling 

up many people in order to propagandize the meeting. Letters wer: also 

pent by LOHBICK to eli of the radio stations in St. Louls asking tet tne b pve 
meeting be publicised but they received not a single reply from any of the 
stations. about thirty of tne old +m¢g First workers are reported to 

be active in THs saithIC, FIRST PukTY : eae that TILLY D. RONT- 
GOM.RY had appeared at a post eommanders meeting a few cays prior to the 
SMITH meeting and hac defended SiITH and show tne Legionnaires how really 
tae most active protester was the Communist Party witn whom the Legion 

should not become involved. 








advised that DOW LOHBUCK held a reception fcr 
Mr. ana mre. SMITH at the DeSoto hotel on tae evening ae February 24, 
1944 anc among otaers present vere sir. an Ts, SOSUPHIXO. STaRS and DON 
LOH3B=CK's parents. is 
Fee 


Special se IID 22 that he attended the SKITH 
maeting on March 25, 1944 at tge Municipal sucitorium anc outsi-<e pamphlets 


ly bis cing cistributed by FRID/.27G and several members of the V.F.". and 






tne fommunist Party was very Active in distributing material. Tnese pam 
P ts described SMITH as a Fascist anc a menace to the war effort and 

Gis pamphlet showed a picture of HITLIR with thea heading, UHITL OR 
“Salutes His »merican Mouthpiece, G:R.LD L. K, SaITH, ana his follovers—— 
Saboteours of .mcrican Morale". There were thirty polico officors guarding 
the meeting, aowever, there wero no instaneck of physical violenes. SNITH 
was cacorted from the hotel to thc meting nall by a police cecort whieh —— 
hac been requested by DON LONBICK. 









if : Qn the stage nvere Gizk.: LD Le K. SitITH, his » Mra. oN? 
(Doan, CHIRLcS/ %.DDEN, DON LOH330K, NRG. C..THuRIN. pre = of the Blue 
‘Kear Mothers of cnnsylvania, and GcoOnGaj Gab. RDT. HBECK cane out, 


made e short talk, complimenting the audjenee on their apscarancc and 
“ describing toc mecting as ono of "real ortance", SWITH then referred 
to vaen person who was sitting on the platform and had them stand up. : 
Ho began his usual tirado against New Dealiem anc reforred to the wirm- 
whiskored cirtymecked Communist ana misguided V.F.%., One FRED M&lG, 
— for attompting to doprive the thinking anc substantial poople from. 
in the rage eons -uditorium, Thers was he ae by Reverend 
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CHsRLLS iL.DDEN, former post commander ef tine sugrican Taetens 
Pittsburga, Renee » Spoke of the cvil forces at our gatcs, namcly, 
New Dvalism and Communisz and also recitcd from momory the Declaration 
of Independence. 


urs, 2fW..ST LUNDAG) was introduced by SiITH as a gracious 
handson: dignified type of womanhood who coule concuct herself splendidly 
in the White House as a First Lady. She tolc of having a son, a licutsnent 
in tac United States ~rmy, and a Caughtor attencing tne University o. 
Minnesota. She spoke of the vilification of the craracter of public 
figures and tne scandalous lies which she attributed to a dirty press 
and ‘inLToR WINCHGLL. She praised LINDBiAGH highl:, saying he is the 
logical candidate for president an: gave a backgroind of his fatner, 
CE.LRLLS LINDSRGH, SR., describing nin as a congressman of the fearless 
type from Minnesota, She claimec that all tne soune principles of govern~ 
ment were imbuad in his son. Sac cleimed tnat .INCHELL'S remarks against 
her husband, characterizing him as disloyal, are without foundation and 
sav would be pleased to m ct Dh. Pu.RSON and “INCE LL on any rostrum for 
tne purpose of having thom take back thcir lics. 


S:OTE then gavé his ; main speoch and cont advised that ' bow 
tne wnols spcecn wag built on to. same material whien Is sct out in the 
February issue of The Cross and Thc Flag, except that it was spicuc up 
witn sarcastic words and iilustrations. SXIT: contended tuat Now Dealism 
is coaneeted with Communism. Hs criticizdd post war planning on tio basis 

_ thet nothing was being don: for disablod war veterans. Hi was continually 
eriticizing and making remarks against tac President and in tac eame vein. 
eonstantly referred to WENDELL wILLKIc. 


SMITH called on the audiences to give him authority to call a 
convention so thet th. proper type of person could be nominated for 
president, should waNDuLL sILLKIG or someone of his type be nominated 
by the Rupublican Party. Heo obtained this authority by saying "If you 
like that, give that a nand* anc the audienee did give their approval. 


SMITA made sarcastic remarks of Mrs. ROOS:VELT'S physical 
appearance, referred to BuR\..aD BRUCH as a representative of tne "palace 
guard", He attacked the prasiccunt on the basis that hie sons werse not 
conscripted such as wors the sons of the audioncs but were forrsted «ut 
and given commissions. SMITH then obtainod contribution from tho audicarse 

by distributing envelopes, anc also cards for subscriptions to his magazine. 
The audiunce was rominded that there would be a u-cting tho nuxt day in , 
asscmbly Hall #2 at ths Municipal .wuditor$um whic:. would bo intvasoly 
inturssting anc that admission cards could be obtaincd on lcaving tho 
meeting. The meeting cnded by singing "My vy 'Tis Of Thuo", a pludge 








i to tho flag, anc the Lord's Prayor. agent esceribcd the audicnes as bie 
an onthused group of good middle class pvoplc but that thors was no wild 
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From various sourecs it was ascirtained that various Communist 
groups were sitting throughout tne hall and mildly hockled SHITH through- 
out the mcting, however, thr: were no disturbanecs. It was also rceportod 
that a good numbcr of the audionce were of Gorman backgrouné. Tne official 
attendance wes 2,189, 


| It is to be noted that altnough sa sours. past gommandyr fr 
af the V.F.%., Chicago, Illinois, did not spyAk at this mecting, althouch 
ic was scncduled to spcak,. ‘ 


aaa advised that kirs. LOHwCK thought taat tac eudience | 
woula bo larger taan Was but mrs. SMITA told pcr that a numbur of propl. 
undoubtedly stayed away because of “intimidation” and tas "Gestapo". dirs, 
LUNDucN thought tnat some prople mey have bcoun afraid to come because they 
feared the place may be bombed and she imagined that a numbcr were afraid 

to come because of tocir craft classifications, fvering that if thoy woro bry 
scon at tov mosting their Selective Service Boards wo = advised and 

they would have tnhcir classific: tions changed to inne Re s522 that 

ths coblections mde at tic meting were probably not chdugn to pay for 

it, howsver, SMITH himself claim.d to be vwory woll satisfied with the 
audicncs and toc meting in general. 


It was ccoturmined at the Saturday night meting that consi“ rable 
effort was made by SJITH's worksrs to distribute admission tickets for the 
Suncay mecting and a wery Largs number of these ticksuts wero given out. 
Howover, the audiunce at the Suncay aftcrnoon mecvting was catinateod at 
botweon 150 to 250, Tho figure probably boing mest corroet, about 175. 
SHITH at this Suncay afternoon mcting spoke along th. same lincs as he 
elwaye has anc. claimed that thc .mrica First mov.mcnt is gaining strsngth ; 
all the time anc toet ccrtain Rupublican foress havo boun trying to get 
the leading Republican candidetcs for presidcnt to rvpudiate SKITE and 
his Party. SMITH also told his auci.nce that thair convention, if 
nocessary, would probably be held in St. Louis. «t this mesting Mrs. 
LUND.Z2N assortod taet "forcign-mindod" porsons arc advocating an intom——— 
nationalism thet will ruin the United States after tne war. She said, 
a..fter victory is achioved, let us bring back our boys and not leave. 
. Shoum to police a surope that has hed 541 were sine. the Unitid Statos 
“owas founded", © : , 


wlsetion of a prosident fram "west ef th. ississippi River 
Af not a stoog: for vasturn inturnetfional benkers™ wes urgod by CH.RILG - 





Ad &#,DDuwN of Pittsburgh, hcad of the/"Defandsre of G.ORGy 1. SHINGION". 

‘Hg waid, "This war is being fought for a world govornmnt and for no gether 
ruasoa". | 

: SaiTh et the Sunday mcting seid taat if an wuRIC. FIRST Con= 
_ Wwation should be hid, it probsbly would bs held in St. Louis and it 
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oe advised that persons ware at tho Buhay night tee : Cae 
sf igootling from Kimmswick, alissouri; .lton, Illinois; Chésterficid, Missouri; .° 
3 a Wa O'Fallon, Missouri}; Lunay, Missouri, and Rochester, New York. hers was = 
_ sone by the nee of | a : 
Fe. of Lakcwood, Ohio, 
| fe that ne mi ght not vant“to write, to 
a: Geran uso, NS ie some pcople by the neme 0 from. - 
" ee ty Detroit, pe (phonetic) eB anwdt TTA La be 
- aa ettonaance was 


Natt ee ee ws Ws LONVis, 
BL Meat bf vashington, D, Coy hao 
BERN which is nptioned in the rcport of Spocia 

Detroit, datod iki:réh 27, 1944. This my also be i¢ent 
individual W190 Vil] be subsccucntly aes Aashestal as . 
Possible thas tosre was somgon> at tp ~ nants Of KASOR yg - 5 
probably not 9f St. Louis.- ed “he 
the mcting and helped ROSTurS 


et 
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{ waylesd taatiGurm <ibinsd obs in 6ty.tous to bop Oe ae 
i show up *1LikT. anc. the Now Doel and to mcasure the tempyrament of the. ~ - ae 
t people in this arsa; He was encouraged by the trond in the Republican’ © °° | -).. 
Party enc fclt tast his poopls nad whipped Si SMITH claims that * 

i he is a nztionalist end not an isolationist. He feels thet thers wild aah 

PS always be wers acc in order for a governmcat or state to uphdldits.lf. =. 

Be At will have to bo a strong sovereign atcte. He claimed thet as far *- ; 

o Mee back as 1907 he advocated a stronger national defense and one year of © 
Sk military service for young mcn so thet tacy would oc Bettur fitted ta 

ah —_ dufsnc tas country af _accossary. SuITH, : -ccording to fsule hp 

ee 000 Eat Gf he wanted to he could make more monoy in the commercial ficial a ee Sn 
2 _ ‘than ao is making in his present work but that tncre are no frontiers 9 2%. °: 
7. left in tuc physical reelm and that therm rork is frontior vork in tan ee eee 
7 ae mental realm, He felt thet it will be nvccssary to build a Congress . 0. 

7 . gut of the soil, meaning thst the men yhb ero presontly ustablished are 

ee pot tho ones from whom thuir movment can get support but that they whl 9 ou a. 
J | Save to taco incividwls who ere in the movement itself and build thom ae im os sa ae 
{ “@p to a plece of position and build the zovernncent from these mone 

| &ITH contended that tho wi RIC., FIRST P_.RTY is ene for tas full pose a 


1 re ‘supporting bond purchescs, blood banks, ei nage a: Licance ofa! ee - 
| nga Se a - 
a SEED 2 évicod tint Mrs. SMITH wee preacnt caphng a. con— oe 
worsation when montion is mado of kz STsPHANS who Fes sentoncet for ... 
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‘coon for his part in assisting an cscapod war prisonur in Detroit. “on f 
ATS « SAITH rofcrrod to pe fg "Tac pees Littro ey in D-troft who aided led: 
3 F prisonce,. fe . one gs 
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_ ars. SRNEST LHD eq ated an ies. of ners on fac traf: Sontng ne 
=" fo St, Louis where she mot tho wife of soas goldicr .nd = number of | - 
. goidicrs, This soldier's wife told hor how nor husdand wes not getting 

. enouga food to sat at Lams Robinson, that the food vas bec ené if it had 
"not bsen for her sending hia food ae ould have starve. This wife elso 


. : » 
thr got 4+. if 3 t wn ewful tant ot, . 
Whi at viel 20 Ws AWiusL. VAct aucri iten soys nite. to De Bunt ecross Ta ., a” 


suzs, ‘Mrs. LUND iN sympethized with ner Snc wis in dgrecment with cer. 
ars. LUNDA accussd wiLTok FLIChaLL of misquoting her in scylig that 
she donicd thet she aad ever worked for the imerica First Conmittce end 
is now going <-round giving telks for SMITH ané TH. .M RIC. FIRST P.RTY. 
She denicd that shez wes not for the ..F,C. 2nd said that she did wvery~ 
, thing she possibly shind the scones for ths 1.F. C. Mrs. i UND 
“modo somo mention of whose identity wes not knovn “by 
irs. LUNDGEN is not perticulerly politically bz = 
ute nor 4s she aware of various political moveménts in Minneapolis ae 
end hor home state of Minnesota, Sho wes not aw: rious convictions paw 
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2 - of Trotskyites in Minncapolis. Mrs. LUND.GN tol het her. 
= expenses to St. Louis wers dving peic by Gok LD L. ivin, mrs. IUNDIN | - 
sais. thet sho wis acquainted ¥ ith former Scuator ¢ DEER, a mon . about — ms 
seyonty years of ago, who raids in Clay BOBS kissourie — : 7 
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dvised that SUITS i epperently trying to impross pee: oh 












3 @is the type of individual upon which the government _ cee 
: s trisc to impress LOHB_CK With nis oxn (LOHBOCK" 8) 7 b7 
, importance. episod wet ST.IPRu a CULLOUGH, the Post Dispatch ve, Me on ee 
’ reporter, hec asked SMITH wacther LOHBUCK was vulnerable, meaning, he ae 


wondered if there was anything in his background tnet woule work »grinst ee 
‘tha best interests of tae Party; 2lthougo LOHBICK was given an opportunity” . .- 


of expressing namsoit es as ak 7 a aid ae B17 anything further 
about it. 






ings ‘ - bag pe ’ . 
eee Poe a advised thet SurTH t tainks oe JOS.2PE Yor as 
* is one of the highast type persons of his kind tort ac 28 scyh “nd both Bo faa ths 
oan he anc LOARGCK think that KOUST:KS is very valuable to the JHInTC. FIRST - oo 






“ PARTY. advisud that KOUSTRS is still very enti-~ British an. Apporantly 
* stili ti highly of Gurmeny as he eocmed to be Wry plorsed with tao. paaie 
: Germn air raids on London aid spoke in admiring tomes of tic re~birth - 

<t of ths Gerwan sir Fores in being able to rcteliata, KO.STRS slso eeee 
oo & nowspapor headline, *Rocnforeed Guraang et Oxssino" snd nc commented 
et 2 month ego ites ne Mapes ts Le hee hee: the Guracns Worw b coalboounea 
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‘te df: 


re a. UONTGOKSEY Indic: eg that ic iad publigeet’s ‘Baie ‘Lb bor pbs Poet gees 

Minnzepolis some yorrg, ago end also mde some mcntiof of c¢ man” oe : 
Tivre was somc indication tmt 1. i 

ctive in tac samePican Legion m-cting in idinnv noite. $7 

GR TGOM SEY eimed thet ata post commanders meeting in the wek preceding 

SHITH's mswting on Merch 25, 1944 had spoken to the group and told tac , 

that they were wrong in a attitude towards STa. - 

1lso hea aed tint had eite: ndud tis sara 


lag RS: éd to obt-in G of the JONaS books from SiITH. bw a 
He cleims that a Mr. AOULTHaN, {orm.y_mayor of Richmond Hoigtits, wanted oO 

- these JON SS @ that ho hed had Mr. HOULIFIN ct the mucting Satur~ 
day night. ii Baise: pequaruyes with the former ets tor re Lay 
in Clayton, Mis i a 
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: ne <* CI «5.2 that svapiLafc CULLOUGE of the at. Louis 
ae Post Dispatch s epsoarcd to be very frifndly with G.RiLD L. K. SITH 

aoe ae eud contectcd hia several tim.:s during his/stzy in St. Louis. ‘iC CULLOUCH 
called to SHITH!s attcation the fact thet the Hotcl Jefferson where ho was 
staying had a repubation for being pro-Nazi, inasmuch | 2s the F.B. tr. ped 7 


Inte a | eee ann a ee = WrTICU 2. i 
BMivsried & Mmulocyr of "iitcers who hrd YOR CG tncrg. ~ KC CULLOUGH jndic? bod 


' to hat he is definitcly anti-ROOSIVULT ‘and pleces the blame fer wie: 7 
origins] reverscs in the Pacific onto the President. SITE wes viry voll, 
Ppleescd with WO CULLOUGH's articles in the Post Dispitch snd it is to be . AP 

nptud that on the Suncay morning Post Dispatch t. -ro wis a picture of . b 
_SSITH end the erticlo wis prominently displry.id cx tho top of the front. 
ages HC CULLOUGH with his wife slso attended the Suncay moeting. ~ 
advissd that while SsITH wes in St. Louis av was -lso intcr 
wMING of the Baltimore Sun and Puts .KLRS of tho Chicrgo Sup. 

He rdvised that ars. SiITH thinks that ..K.uRS roally likes SHITE but thst. ~~ - 

his peper probzbly rc-writcs nis articlcs so 1s té maks it 2pyerr durogstory 

also advis ud Baia sort wes int erviowed i by. a ir. OTT 
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of hor husband. 
of ae oa etaen mies zt - 


- . = : ; Hoy aie. : canes 
ee ee es S we be 
: - / eg s 


tatcd a, : me | luarncé that tro mn 
y to contact SMITH end to help nim in tho - 
‘Morganteation work of THs .MRIC. FIRST P.RTY.. She was unablsa 


ag the full eae of ae individuels but pp. of thim wis nemed 
i ” possibl and his addrype we 





; uls Specifics. 





ey : Aese men may AAve be 
Ree that SMITH ‘described one of thom mon as "Ta; 
ES Ono of chess mon Atd apparcatly iad éoneidere bie’ 


od 
4 
elke 


“Kontrct vith. various pics ageneivs in uetroit and ws form-rly auptoyog aes : 
by ur. Baa sTT of the Ford Motor Company. du cleimod tat’ "RS, his wifa, .~ a : 
_ fad bet mothup ‘or mothor-in-lew hed gone to some Bund ¢cAmp “tn th oe aa 
oe Re ements of De roit oe — Sou ‘Anforantion ela At. Be. “made .. 
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some montion of a m Gc nam? 0 
in-law writos ell of speeches ; 
‘spoke as an euthority on the subject of Communism. Thess two acn tric es 
. to oncourago SHITH to call ¢ » convention of the JM>RIC. FIRST Paar. ea 
his candid2tes nominst.d, and thon serve an ultim tum on the Ro publicsn 
Party end if the candidates woro pot acccptsod by the Ropublicans to with- 9. 
Bm associztion with them. had mentioned thet ho nid sven “pw 
1so obtained some promise from gomcono. There wes 
J told SHITH tht somcons is ready to accept 
tion for president on thc umuRICa FIRST PARTY ticket and tat 
acted as the courisr to give this inforaation to SMITH. The inform “ne ec: 
advised thet SHITH le be ey ee to this idea end a fe 
it much considcration. a . : ee a6 
ae ae — a ee ”. 
Paes Sg Ge 2 wayinee chee. ails. Bu.TKICS H ANOLLSS ena — Soo 
St. Louig vO Attend the amsHIC. FInsT P.nTY Realy. stayed ot the ae 
Mayfair Hotel, ars. KNO.LS, along With Mise L.G.NT, SMITH's sceretary, 
. went out to Concordia Scminary ona nad dinnsr wila br. WAILTSR A 






























ATOR, 
circetor of tne Lutheran Hour. She planncd to go to Incianapo oli \ Indiana. 
to svc GriLLaUX, head of tne aacricanization Comittey of t uiturican a 
Legion to inauiroe of him why the Legion adviscs tn. drafting of womn, a a 
ete, Mrs. KNO.LS was very interested in tho INCHELL - DIS feud aad Shh Gee 
advocated a boycott of ia Crugstores who sell Jerscns products. Sne 9 2 28. 
commented that "Our greetest asset is our nuis2znce “yalue" « drs. KNOULSG 
Also appearcd to be very woll acouaint d vita urs, LI2..B TH InLivG and 
was with her in vashington, Dy C. when the mothors end othuy'womsnls 
organizations protcsted 2gainst the Lend Lc2se 3ill, Hrs, “KNO L3S Also 
a statement to the eficct tht sho ws going , ficc o 
end let him know thst she knows who ho is. advise Bee es 
was not sccuizinted with any of thcs. propli outsiac of St. Louis but 470 
sntly there hed been some Gisagreument between irs. KNO LIS and Mr, 05 
conccrning the Juwish question. itirs. KNO..L3S also told of P..GNie- ne 
wb, the tuthor of Uiuder Cover™ who h-d bean et her home for about two - 
hours enc sac cleims th-t he mis-uoted her in his pa ars, KNOLLS. ae 
also told of ths enuoryaey vy F,Bal. agents. RE Seth aoe £9e es ee SS Se. als ze 


ae evised that sir. orto YORRO stayed in Room 50h be 

of tho Cleridgs Hotel in St. Louis and tint ivss at 10444 Grvsnsboro, -- 

,, Detroit, Michigan. fic cemce to ot. Louis on Merch 24, 1944 snd bide 

_ froquent contect with GuR.LD L, hy SiITH and his Perty during the ‘sollewae 

_, Says. MORRU:j's son apparently ned som run-in with e dcwish school tcacher © 

t 1. MORRO: seemed to bo. very proud of his boy for tatts. =») 
a¢vised that taore wes soa indiesction thet SiTH bed soon a | 
y 3 pest fuw days, WORRY seid th«t he could hardly koup his. ah 

‘gon from coming to St. Louis witn him as ho wanted to ettcnd toe Sal"H 

pie MODI atest heeded ail a cpa end: lotr wutud ee 
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admission cards outside the building 2nd oncouregcd a numbur of p.ople 
to coms in to hear SMITH. He elso got ehold of a bunch of Litercture 


which the Communists were distributing and disposed of it so tart tney 
coule not usc it WP. avis a that i0On+d. s, ouite welt 


=~ wv hndieectind 13a a 4864 ey, ‘ teat at Seed Lhe ww we Uh Fr 


ecjueintcd wita somone who ws a toll ‘ appesr at ‘tis sedition 


tome tna kh. 


_w~ # 


trials in tsasnington, D. C. MORROK told that he is an admiror of 

Fetoaer COUGHLIN ind wes at the chureh se @ where F-thcr COUGHLIN 

seid that "We should love HITLIR". MORO: told him tact COUGHLIN sctuslly 

@aidc that. HORW: has a daughtcr who wili ver; soon mrry - soldisr who 
; Overseas. MORRO: also sevmec to be Aecuninted with 


ed 4 
wae: the ONI offices in Chicago, Illinois, , In conversa 
ird perty, MORROW made muention of a : ae 


b? 
7 


yar 












(ohonctis) 
who was indictod, snd said something to tho d to hire 


her. | 


@ 3 








advised thet GsuR.LD L. K. SMITH head been in St. Paul ae 


innesot2 just prior to his visit to St. Louis .nd whilc 


n we 9 
spoken before tue studcnt body of somc theological school and 


there hed 





2lso ad hed 


some difficulty in gutting the wunicipsl Juditorium for his 


speach. 


Tne hond of this thoologicsl school is said to b an 2dmii-_: of 


ss 


GUR.LD L. K. GiITH end SMITH wis asked to dedierte 


2 part of thcir library 


to S#ITH's f-ther who hea boone woll xnown Baptist preacacr in thet arn, 
SMITH appc2arcd befor: the City Council in Hinnvep- lis regarding his 


pctition to use the Municipel auditorium. 


him for bcing ageinst 


Various indivicusls hed nitacked 


S mumbcr of things and he got up and knocked out all 


of the arguments ageinst hia concerning anti-Negro, anti~Cetholic, 2nd anti- 


Jewish protests. SmITH 


told then that he ned a lotter from a C:tholi¢ 


Bisnop in Fort ieynce, Incieana wnich he claimed showed thet thc bishop nsd 


som. sympothy for nim. 


at toe hearing SMOTH tole the councilmen thet he 


wouic show tnet it was only a political clique thot wis trying to Kocp hina 


from spoaking and inc asked «ll of his accusers who wore 
term for ROOS..V.uLT to st2nd up, = 


ageinst a fourth 
end not one of his accusers cic so. GSilTh 


usud this es proof of showing tnzt it was only “left wingers" who aru pro- 


testing 2gr-inst hin. 









ried to call «rs. 


pie 


winncapolis, 
or the duvilo b70 
fHuditoriug, the publicity tht it had been given, what a owspapurs and Pa 
given ths best storics and if tia picturss wers any good. | 
| that SHITH nas tole cert-in peopls thet irs, bop 
LUND:cN has carricd on in this work bocausec of her ewn porsonal reasons 


rather than th: dducls of thcir movenunt. 


She, too, is chicfly roused 
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over the fact thgt the Municipal auditorium will not ront vhese fecilities 
to them Pecuse she considers it a * personal affront to hg 
















probably ‘minnvapolis, |e 
S ve wanted mys, LUND aN and 

to go to Mee ahington ’D. C. "on tae redid dual”, , 
UNDaEN could do bettcr tian ne enc two unimown men. Si 
eee mies airs. LUNOsgN end beiicves tact sie coule co more in 2 few hours 
througn her contects in vasningtoiu tosn could do in six deys, 


CD ess that SMITH wanted Mrs. LUNDGSN to spork at the 
Baltimore mG yike to heve her at tos Philedclphia 


meting. Both of uaync, Pennsylvania nad spoken to 
her in St. Louis about spca Ailsdelpnia. Mrs. LUNDsEN weg anxious 
to know wnat snc should tell and SMITd advised her to tell him 
that if ne will pay her transportation to washington, D. C. thet he 
(SMITH) would pay vcr hotel bill and ee: thet she stry at the Hotel 



















Stetler. Mrs. LUNDuLN impresse 2s being rather reluctant to 


live at the home of her fricnds in usshington, D. C. and mentioned that be . 
one of toe friends a 


at s¢ home she nis stiycd is so fr from tow. : 
SMITH felt that if = would pey krs. LUNDscN's transportation to LY 
neshington, D. C. and back to minnvepolis then h., SJITH, could efford o 
to use her for the meeting at Baltimore and Philsd lpnie rathsr than pot 
Congressman HCFFaiNN. SMITH saic that toe Lund Lease meeting is coming 

up on the scventuanth, ain: :: that HOFFaLNN is gctting we2Ker 
rither thin stronger and s of tac bolief that he referred to 
HOFFtL.NK 's state of healt cr than his influcncc. Both SMITH end Mrs. 
LUNDULN inciested that they were not rucciving any moncy from H.NRY FORD. 

SHITH made mention th:t somoone had bewn offerce 1 whole rodio nctwork 


and hoped thrt he might also mac us2_0 Tois nctwork wes app-rcatly 
ecntorsd arounc idinnc2polis, how ~vors NARM 20223 not sx any questions 

in ordcr to develop 2any further detail 8 perticul-r mitter or any 

of the other mpttcrs which came up bctwoen SIMITH and Hrs, LUNDSoN. He ee 


wos efraid tit should he show too much interest in th-ir discussie 
that thcir suspicions would bv unduly srous-d. 














SMITH 2nd urs. LUNDIN wont into some detail bout the situntion 
in Minnerpolis and sirs. LUNDusi hos buen contactid by one of tiv council- ae 
mon nemod CHAISTI.NSN. CriHISTI.UNS:N told Mrs. LUND3EN tact ho docs not 
want to be on the spot and sas reportod him “s saying 's arc for you but 
we got to. kick-bocks anc con't think it is fair". CHRISTI.NS:N suggested 
to ars. LUNDUs® thet they withdraw their spplic.tion for tac Municjpel 
auditorium 2nd tacn submit it sgein at 2 leter detc. CHRISTI WSN indi- 
crtcd tht he would not do anything until Mrs, LUND WN get back tnd snv 
felt thst he would survly c-11 her as soon 28 she r-eturn.d to Minne»polis 
and sou dousirod SxlTH's sugg.stions. Sno thougat th t snc might go Bu 


we 
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WaLLeCs or som: of the othcr eldcrmon but doubted that it would do eny 
good. app2rontly, CHRISTI.NSN was afraid thet they mignt heve to votc 
the other wey as he could only line up twelve or tairtccen voto , 
folt tht this wou.d not be cnough to swing it. .eccording t 
SMITH wes docp in tnought in trying to figurs out what he bellovis wo 
be best end suggyst to Mrs. LUNDuiN and decided to aleec © long distance 
telephone crll to Buffalo, Now York and gut an excet statemit as to tne 
Situction in that town conecrning thir attompt to got an auditorium — 
tire. He thought th-t they might be able to get Klein's Music Hall. — 
While waiting for this long dist-nee cali to go through, SYITH told :irs. 
LUND.EN to tell CHRISTIANS.N that ROG -R/B.LDCIN of the jmericen Civil 
Liberties Union is brcking thom in Buffalo. ,SfITH hed reccived 2 letter 
from B.LDVIN in which nc told SAITH tif.t it wes n-ecsstry to get cn out 
side lawyer to hendl. ths mittcr. SMITH 2lso suggested thet urs. LUNDU 
tell CHRISTLANSIN that they Have struck . compromise in Buffalo anc thet 
the question 2s to whether toc aucitorium whould bs af.ord-d SAITH or not 
* {4s a vory bad thing. 


Ga -:: ongeged in conversation with irs. LUNDJSN while $6 
SuUITH complstcc the Buftnlo tclephone c2ll, so he could not git the 

details concerning that, naowcver, efter SeITH completed tac call ne 

told Mrs. LUND.uGN th.t the men to whom he spoke in Buffalo woulda sond 

ner a copy of ROG.R 4a.Lv.IN's letter. SMITH toon tole ure. LUND.wN 

cneetly whtv to tell CSRKISTLASuN: 1) thot tuc 1.C.L.0. is going to 

support SMITH to th. limit; 2), thet under the Constitution evceryon- is 

efforded certain civil libertiss, one of wnieh is tie frevdom of spcven 

ana tnt CHRISTI..nSuwN cannot become known 2s one of tas inciviaucls who 

arc conspiring to duny a mtn (SHITH) his frecdom «I sptuen; 3) that thre 

is no use ki.ding but thot they (TH. .udsRIC. FIRST 2.rTY) re pow rful 
Anomies of tac Nuw-Deel. SuITH told hr thst tae point to put over to 

CHRISTLL.NS_N is inet they are going'to go thorough witn tac duel in trying 

to g.t the auditorium, tit tac ..C.L.U. is behind thom. SAlTH told her 

that if the City Council denivs tnvir applicntion for the cucitorium tht 

snc should again epply for it tho vory next day ain¢ then th. council 

would have to go through tac same procedure and covery time tocy gony it . 

sh. snould reapply. He instructed -irs. LUND.N to 2 a 2 b?"? 
he should line up five of his bost moth. rs who neve sons the sorvicc. 

fle would then have Ars. C..THIRIN. BRON 26 nead of the National Blue Stor 
Moth.rs of .merics, come to Minnmeapolts snd install thess five moth-rs 

es the W-tional Blue Star Mothers of dinncesote, Thon, 28 irs, LUND: 

meade anothcr application for the cucitorium in the nme of THs .cf RIC. : ca 


FIRST P.RTY, the Siuc Ster Mothers should *iso apply for thsauditorium — ra 
under thc name of the Nationel dluc Ster dothers of tinncsota and give 


br 









| as thtir speokers som. obscure gird gia he ¥yhom aaa could a nf " 
bie er th¢,Blu, Star Nothers' applic tion is < oved and fac 

nN DAHagemcne of EnL Audibortum ngs ecesptud Ehuif moncy ang the contr=c 

{ fully completed, tie Blua Star mothers thon were to announce G.R.LD L, K. 
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het nc would go through all 
ae. whicn ne hes cireu- 
and neue payments 
; tercd out : | 


SMITH as their main speekeur. 
of his petitions, meaning tne 
deted for shes benefit of a large mu 
to voterans anc pick out the nam of votcerens who h-v 
of scrvice anc also get tnom benine their movment. 
tart four of tne Blue Star Motaors of Pennsylvania cafic adeulphic 
to St. Louis to attcnd the relly of tho sbisRIC.. FIXST PaRTY. Toy arrived 
jon Marep 24, 1944, and siayeg at the Cl.ridge Hotel. Thes¢ women wore krs, 
/ JOHN H oe Mrs. LILL PuRiS, ara. duiisS WC CnwLY, and irs, M, 








| MATHI=SON. Mrs. GuRTHUDG A.nkY, 406 Howard Street, Deyton, Onid; wes in © 
' touca wit these other whmen curing the entire tim tact they wre in St, | 5 
/ . Louis. edviscd that “these women appcer to be very enthusi- © 
astic abou anc anxious to do anything which would help the ccuse. 
They een Te by railroad coach end their coach was fuli of soldicrs and 
tics: mothers used the opportunity to spreed thelr propaganda. They 
distributed one oftheir pamphlots entitled, "The Truth sbout Pcarl Kearbor", 
Go.s not know the N:curc of this pemphlet nor wre shc able to 
aS airs.“ BRO.N told her thet a number of Jowish solcicrs in 
Vthe coneh did not liko thcir activitics. Mrs. BROWN brought clang the 
banners of the Blue Star Mothers of america and alge tne Blue Star Mothers 
of Pennsylvania. GIRALD L. K. SHITH is supposed to have told Mrs. 2RON 
thet things were different than back in 1930 and that they hed to bc a 
bit more careful because of the "terrible Gestapo" whic persecutes pcople 
if their neamss are montioned in connection with “is movcment. He was very 
earcful not to mention any of the names Of the perple from otner states . 
who were coming to St. Louis because he felt thet they would be followad 
nome end tnen persecuted there. airs. BROuN understood that there were 


from onus spies = statcs representud. Mrs. BROV.N was also Sratemitee 5 7 
with of f:ashington, D. Cc. 


7 edvised that mrs, BRON has been in contact with Congreseman 
jPAOFFUANN rogerding a meeting at Tow Hall in Philadslphia. They  L20 
cen refused the hall by the managcacnt who said thet "we don't 

wont 'the F.B.I. on us". Mrs. BROWN is elto arranging for a SMITH meeting 

in Philedelphie. She feels that they may try to get toi Turner's Hell 

whie:: has tne capacity of 2,000, however, SMITH is apprchensive of the 

Place if it is known 2s ae German meting plece anc if subv_rsive Gcurman 

groups have previously met thers. Mrs. BRON and the Bluc Star Motners 

were going from St. Louis to Dotroit to hear Fethe COUGHLIN before re- 
tureing to Philedelphia. 





















It was detcrmined tho 
Ponnsylvania were registered at “Sttendec the ‘SMITH 
Gvetings and had pursonal contact witn dr. urs. SMITH. 
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much anc ere vory sympathctic to SHITH's adcee mace some | 
referci.ce to tay vlection of a he peme “LS. He is also 
ageinst — ica was cies to tell very 
much of — ecauss he naa them anc did not heve the \ 


“4 


opportunity well acouzint« d ith” them, Die 
advised that STITH hed told the Bluc Star Motacrs 


ve 
of cave to St. Louis to attend the rally, inasmuch as tncy 


were 2t the present time bcing smeared in Clevelanc and he felt that it § jf 
mignt work seeinst thom. . 
















ssouri, fro 


< hac previousty: received 


we ewe Vl WES Wk 


Vice-president. 


ee that SMITA muntioned that ROG:A BsLDIN,; head | 
of the Ane ivil Libertias Union, is very veli acquainted with 


Senetor BUNTO# sHdbLak anc related the story thet witaLsk was twice in- 

dicted during worid war I and tnat the A.C.L.U, came to his rescus. 

SWITH said thet fairly recently ROG. BALD¥IN had seon \HusLER, apparently Ly 
in nashinzton, DO. C., 2nd tdiBLuR told BaLD:.IN to nave tne Jos in the 
A.C.L.U. com to tne resecus of tne thirty people wno asve beon indict<d 

for sedition beczuse in this case they vould be able to fight tne rising 

tide of anti-Semitism by showing th:t all Jews were nov in favor of these 
sedition indictments. 








tart Bae T OO ALIM sJTits + nm 
Vial Y MLOD 4 KITN Ly SwailT iy Svtrvta Py» 


Spent quite a bit of.time with Dr. AsLT UR A. 
MAIGR at Concorgia Se ay having lunch with him. One of Dr. MAI R's 
Assistants, LAARHICS ReILLY, took cnre of them taking tocm to church 
and driving them aro de UILLY took them to a church where he is Vicar 
and Mrs. KNOLES was vory enthusinatic about the sermon 2nd said th-t tho 
ecrmon wis anti-Samitic. The pranencer point .d out now solfisn, sclf- 
esntered and arrogant toe Juws sre iad now they word of 

God to bs differunt from what it sactuelly is. acavisud cat 
MATER had recently come back from New York where ne asd conferred with 


officials concorning some nuw broadessting act—up vocruby the bias 
Hour would not have to go off the air. 


’ 


‘ Thera h has been referred to the St. Louis Ficla Division numcrous 
mimcogrephed lutters wnich were miled on merch 23, 1944 to virious 


wren 
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individuals. These letters wore anonymously sent except for the signa- 
ture “Tro am.sRICA FIRST PARTY". This lettcr contancs that wo were duped 
into the war by a gang of Jewish war mongors to save the British Empirc, 
Communist Russia, end a mss of stupid Chinese coolies. ItJauds GURALD 
L. K. SiITH and + number of the isoletionist senrtors. The last pera- 
greph reads,"tho young vital n-tions like Germany, Italy, and Jcp23n, ~ro 
only doing what all nations hve done in the past~-cxpznded to overcome 
populetion pressure and gain raw mterisls, Soveral unwittingly opposed 
this natural growth, this God mide lsw of survival, and thercfore we 
BSuggost thet a new dey dawns for Americn--nith the AHGRICA FIST P4k 


are rs RARE that somone had called SMITH over the tele- 
phone about this lettcr anc he tola tht person thet if the Letter started 
with such words as "This country being duped into a war" he knows that he 
nev.r eaid those words 2nd would have nothing to do witn such * 2 letter. 





 «: that ho is eecuaintud with KUGIRT GILMAN 
 SATTH anc he met SalTn ~t a national conforence of clorgymen and lzymen 
“in August, 1930 at asheville, North Caroling. As fer as ne knows SHITH 
is not subversive and at tne present time receives e pension of about 
440.00 2 month from the Metnodist Church. Tnere hes beon no incicrtion 
tort KeiskT GILMAN SHITA contacted suoject SuITH during his last visit 
in St. Louis. 


Various premphlets which wercs distributed as a protest to 
SAITH's meeting arc being placod in the file. 


The leads whien havs previously beea set out for the St. Louis 
Ficld Division <s shown in the referenced report are boing disreg=rded | 
as it is not bulicved thot thay would cevclop any portinent i 
or by covering than would it serve any uscful purpose. 
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all Special agont who overheard bp? 
these convursztions from < room adjacent tc 2 IT's 


- ae ome 


hotel suite witnout toe aid of any technicsl 
equipment. 
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One copy of this rcport is being scnt to Buffrlo for inform-tion, in:smuch 
28 tacre were couverantions betwacn SRUTH 2nd some unanovn indivicurl in 
Buffalo. 
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Fnited States Bepartment of Justice 
Saint Louis, Missourl 


| pres "AU INFORMETION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UsiCLASSIFIED 


Director, FBI A DATE h/t BY 5?-Phrs pee. 


Re: GHRALD L. K. onl with alias, 
THECAMERICA FIRST PARTY; 
SEDITION 


ae af 


Dear Sir: 





There is being forwarded herewith copies of the report b7e 
of Special cent ID 32:23 April 14, 1944 at St. 
Louis, Missouri. ere Was considerable information developed Pi 
in St. Louis while SMITH visited here from March 24 to 27, 1944 
and this information in all of its detail has previously been , 
furnished to the Bureau and dsc offices in the of a log nei 
dated March 31, 194d— x TO ie, if aan -- 
Because of the fact that the St. Lo rid, Division ~ E 
does not have sufficient background in this case, “tt is Rot fudly 


















lo 









gender rstood what is being considered strictly confi ential for. gest 
-¥'use of the Bureau only, or material to this investigations muc 
of this information has not been set out in the abo ioned - 


‘' veport. It is therefore called to tie attention offhe Bureau and 
tne Detroit Field Vivision that for complete detailf reference shoul 
be made to tne log, rather than te ai: on this report. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


GERALD L. K. SMITH 


PART 12 OF 18 
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OF INVESTIGATION 


FREEDOM OF INFORMATION/PRIVACY ACTS 
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THiS CASE ORIGINATED AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN 
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Saint Louis, Missouri 3/6/b4 2/r=29 
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“GERALD LYMAN content SMITH, with elias; 
&; AMERICA FIRST PARTY 








7 ee 


SYNOPSIsor Facts: SMITH and wife were in Saint Louis, 2/17~19/44, to contime 
sud organizing the America First Party and to give speech on 
'y 2/17/k4e Admission by card only, Attendance was between 






























600 and 700 people. SMITH in his speech suggests LINDBERGH 
for President, attacks President ROOSEVELT and his cohorts, 
and also attacks the British. He appeals to the Republicans 
to furnish a candidate other than WILLKIE, and offers the 
‘support of his followers to the Republican Party if they do so, 
Audience made up of old people, and quite a few Germans. 
Also in attendance was editor of the German language newsa- 
paper who has in past been pro-Nazi, Veterans groups and 
Communist Party have protested against the use of the Muni- 
cipal Auditorium, however, there were no disturbances. 
earenee aie is the organizer in Saint Louis, and SMITH 

is thinking of having him organize in Kansas City, Missouri. 
SMITH confers with all persons previously contacted in Saint 
Louis in January, 1944, except DR, WALTER Ay HAIER, who, how 
ever, had his private secretary at the speech, SMITH con- 
tacted former membere of the America First Committee who ap- 
pear anxious to renew their work and back SMITH. He also 
contacted FRANCIS, PeMOOR, head of the-@ocial Justice Club in 
Saint Louis which presently has low membership vut quite a 
large mailing list. REMBERT GILMAN SMITH of Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
is former Methodist preacher and author of anti-administra- 
tion book who gets Subject SMITH interested in this book. 
There is indication that-McCULLOUGH, reporter for "Saint Louis 
Post Dispatch" and former\hmerica First Committee member, who 
has written articles riding SMITH, has told SMITH of investi- 
gation by ONI, and is acting js. info graats ion on oe 
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Saint Louis File No. 100-6013 


Synopsis of Facts (cont.): eS | 


matters for SMITH. Plans made for Midwest Conference and 
Rally of America First Party in Saint Louis tentatively 
3/30/klre 


ow fp= 


Reference: 


Report of Special Agent 
Missouri, dated February 12, 1944. 





Saint Louis, LIE 






Details: I. Preliminaries to SMITH'S Speech 
Scheduled February 1 


On February 12, 1944, the distribution of the admission cards for 
the GERALD L. KP SMITH speech for February 17, 1944, had begun. Many of these 
letters were sent out by, DONALD LOHBECK in first-class mail, and the envelopes 
were marked "urgent." Two tickets were usually sent to each individual, along 
with a handbill bearing SWITH'S picture, and a letter on the stationery of the 
America First Party and signed by the Saint Louis Committee-~-DON-+TOHBECK, Ten- 
porary Chairman, The place of the meeting was the Municipal auddtorium, Assea- 
bly Hall No. 1, Saint Louis, Missouri, Copies of this material are being for- 
warded to the Detroit Field Divisions 


The admission cards were necessary for attendance at this meeting, 
and permitted the bearer of the card and whoever accompanied him to come into 
the meeting. Immediately the Americanism committees of various veteran groups 
in Saint Louis protested the permission which was granted to SMITH to use the 
Municipal Auditorium, and the "Saint Louis Star Times" gave prominent display 
to these protests. The other two newspapers, the "Saint Louis Post Dispatch* 


‘and the "Saint Louis Globe Democrat,® carried small editorials and notices, but 


they did not give it ace sae a The Municipal Auditorium Commission, 


however, permits ed SMITH the use of the assembly hail. 


The/twentieth Anniversary of the "Daily Worker® at the Municipal Audi~ 
torium was held on February 13, 1944, at which B » Business Agent, 
Electrical Workers, a member of the War Labor Board,\ and a member of the State 
Canmittee of the Communist, called SMITH a "little rodent." In his talk he said 
that SWITH should not be permitted to talk and ex ed how in 1937 to 1939, the 
various veteran groups andJe71.0, had forced the/German-American Bund to dis~ 
band (this is true). SENTNER brought out that the mailing list for SMITH was 


the same as that of the,America First Committee, and thet this was no coinci~ 
dence. tees CE ee 
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Saint Louis File Noe 100-6013 Sr 
Il. Activities of GERAID L, K. SMITH in Saint 
Louis on February ‘WP I94E 


Records of the Statler Hotel show that SMITH and his wife arrived 
at that hotel in Saint Louis, Missouri, at 10:45 A.M. on the morning of Feb- 
ruary 17, 194be 


a 


advised that several newspaper men were awaiting SMITH, 
K, Chairman of the, America First Committee in Saint | 






Touts, LOHBECK and SMITH mentioried the possibility that there might be trouble 


at the meeting and were of the opinion that the Brobeet was the work of the 
JOWSe 7 





advised that among others, MR. EVERETT of the "Star Times," their 
photographer, MR. MONTAGUE, and MR, DAUGHERTY of the "Globe Democrat" interview- 
ed SMITHe SMITH told the newsmen that his itinerary would be as follows: A 
leadership meeting on February 20 in Chicago, and then meetings in Minneapolis 
on February 22, Detroit on February 26, and Cleveland on February 29, Pittsburgh 
on Mareh 1, and Philadelphia on March 2, and then to Washington, D. C. for con~ 
ferences on March 4. He advised that this was the first leg of a nation-wide 

toure In Washington, D. C., he will confer with various senators and congress~ 


) men, including HOFFMAN and REYNOLDS, and he will also appear before the Mili- 
- tary Atfaire Committee to. testify against the National Service Acte | 






Pert gent remarks which SMITH made to the reporters, an obtained 
~ rs _aae are listed as follons: ' | 


Nationalist we can support,*® 


ees "Nationalism is the preservation of our national soverignty 


and the keeping of our government in Washington," | 
TROOSEVELT is playing the bankrupt nations for world power 
just like he played bankrupt states and cities for iss 
national power, I wouldn't be surprised to see WILLKIE 
as the Vice-president with ROOSEVELT, and then ROOSEVELT 
- vesign to become President of the world with WILLKIE be= 
coming President of the United States." -_ 


SMITH blamed the President for the United States entry into the wer, | 


* “Tt ie Te should have been ee a two-ocean navy, is then there bhceecout 
not have been any Pearl Harbor.*® es ce 


groups in Saint Louis, saying that he did not think that those fellows represent-. 


j 
i :- a "We want a neat Republican for a candidate in 1944; a real 


SMITH defended his patriotism ee the attacks of ‘the veterané. : | 


ed the Legion as a whole but only represented themselves and possibly the Jewish. 
War Veterans, He seig that he would be perfectly willing for his patriotian to 
be judged by 





» head of the Americanism Committee of the Michigan Ameri- _ 
“.. can Legion, and by Hug HALLER, National Americanism caasrnes of the secieuy “ 
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Saint Louis File No. 100-6013 qs: 
tx An article in the "Star Times" reported that "the only thing SMITH 
refused to criticize or laud during the lengthy interview was the war effort 


because tI am not a military expert and that would not be patriotic and might 
give comfort to the enemy. '* 


During the interview with newsmen, SMITH criticized ROOSEVELT and 


WILLKIE along the same lines as he has always done, 


While the "Star Times" and "Globe Democrat* reporters were inter~ 
viewing SMITH, McCULLOUGH of the "Post Dispatch" came in. McCULLOUGH appear= 
ed very friendly with SMITH and took the liberty of interrupting the other 
newspaper men in their interviews. McCULLOUGH told SMITH that a reporter, 
JULIU » at the "Post Dispatch," who is a Communist, thought it out- 
rageous that SMITH would be permitted to speak. 


advised that some of the side remarks that, McCULLOUGH made in- o ” t 
dicated that he, too, is anti-Semitic, : 





SMITH was asked what he thought about the causes of the war, and he 
answered that the cause was the attack by the Japanese upon Pearl Harbor, but 
that if ROOSEVELT had not spent so much money boondoggling instead of spend= 
ing it on armaments, we would have had a big army and navy to protect ourselves 
instead of a political machine, SMITH was also asked what should be done with | 
HITLER, and he advised that he could not say. He believed that this matter was | 
in the hands of the Commander in Chief and his military aids, and that he would 
leave it up to those persons. He claimed to have confidence enough in the 
chiefs of our army and navy, and as a side light commented that he wished that 
the Commander in Chief were someone other than ROOSEVELT, as he naturally did 
not have any confidence in him. The question was asked, "would you ask for a 
trial?" SMITH put off this question by saying that he would trust the military 
men in whatever action they took. advieed that EVEREIT of the “Star Times* — 
who was conducting thie inquiry as what SMITH thought of HITLER'S responsi- bt 
bility for the war. He answered saying that there was no limit to what power j 
mad men like STALIN and HITIER will do. He said "this war is not an issue—no 
war can be an issue after it begins;. from then on criticiem is directed to the 
conduct of the war and postwar plans." EVERETT asked t postwar plans SMITH 
had in mind, and was referred to the first lasue of * ross and the Flag* 
which contains an article ee definitiona® 

\ 

Suit advocated a rebirth of ha tionali an and claimed there is a Gife 
ference between GEORGE WASHINGTON'S type of Nationalism and HITLER'S type. He 
claimed that by Nationaliam it is not meant provirial Isolationism, McCULLOUGH, | 
the "Post Dispatch" reporter, indicated that he had been a member of the! smeri- — 
ca First Committees 


EVERETT asked SMITH sbout his membership in the/Silver Shirts, and 


ee 
“Qiao, 
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SsurTH as thet he had been sent an honorary aeaber shi 4 but bad aes: 


been affiliated with that organization, He advised that one of the reasons © 
he felt resentaent. toward, the B'Nai Brith is because that organization bought - 
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» rat they have not 
“ae ing ages | parted thas the7B'Nai Brith had a copy of his letter i 

from Sonor SoCLSET, a “Rewspa per commentator, SMITH advised that the refer- 

ence to himself in the book, ercover," relative to his marching through ~ 

Saint at init Storm re of a aga Shirt ergenisetion' was & ra 
“arya SW ek he eae, diac : Se 
advised that McCULLOUGH told SurTH that he received {- 
} (SMITH'S associate in Den- 

ver). e SMITH attacked —. o 
“\ ROOSEVELT and the New peal for having taken the people's rights away through © 
the pone, systea — thus depriving them of their. wday in courte® 


a2 





“While ‘the wster tines secortar was calling in his atory to hie of- 
fice: s surta told hia to dnclude in his “smear story* the fact that his son is 
in the army and stationed in India, Although his son has had six years of 
* military training, he is not an officer but his classmates are. SMITH felt 
; that. because his son's father is the “terrible. GERALD Le K. SMITH" he ia just 

.. soldier and is reeeine: & mle in Indite ; Ce ihe oe 
A yo was y ecigaged din conversation with someone else at the Saas: 
ie: | that MeCULLOUGH and SMITH were conversing, and McCULLOUGH sald some— 
= ~ thing. ebout ai investigation and mentioned "the head of the ONI," lieves- 
~ 33° that. "MeCULLOUGH is‘ serving as a source of information for SMITH. asked © 

= McCULLOUGH to get him some background information on PRED EMIG, one of the b9 
<z, Veterans who was protesting his meeting, and§i/Msubsequently learned through — 
| a other sources that MeCULLOUGH ate furnish 4 ormation to SMITH which poral tied 
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‘eCULLovGH; eae ve ‘mentdon that hes was ‘hot going to write a 
~ oo 3 article for SMITH, end’ in that way give him more publicity. SiITH asked 
si 42° Be alin gh that ie Aap had gotten around to his followers (meaning 
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SMITH that he had had orders to stay close to him all day, whereupon SMITH 

hed answered T am accustomed to being watched." SMITH told EVERETT how he 
had been emeared in the past, and how, when the true facts were known, it 

had been found out that the criticism against him was unjustified. He cited 
as an example the time he was in Cleveland, Ohio, where he had been barred 
from ueing the auditorium, and when he presented his aide, the Municipal Coun- 


eil was all for hia, 


UITH told EVERETT of the efforts of the Commnists and Communi st 
Jews to intimidate people, and also the efforts of the administration to sub- 


oo ject its opponents to investigations. He said these things, however, have 


ey not intimidated. a few people such as,CLARE HOFFMAN, HAMILTON; » ROBERT 
* bee he am 
» and himself. ra Rd ail ater ba ae : 


a SMITH advised EVERETT, in the presence of that he was not a b WW 
2 member of the sAmerica First Committee, because at thaltime he was Chairman ~ 
-_ of the\pemmittee of One Million, but as they had the same ideas about thinge, 
ne they would work together. 





hha ae 


crn = #¢h 4 he sg ram vatr iriends, ss 


wa Lif feels tha 


who is against ROOSEVELT, 


CD 3-02 that SMITH engaged in a long-distance telephone } 
conversation W s office (possibly his eecretary, BERNARD A-DOMAN). AD _ 
parently MRS.-LUNDEEN was leaving Detroit for Chicago, and SMITH recommended 4 
that she make arrangements for her trip through at the Statler Ho” 


tel in Detroit. MRS. LUNDEEN was to bring attention mail with 


her to Chicago, | 
CEE 202500: through that SMITH felt as though 
the "Star Times" reporter had been softened, an at the man was doing soue=- 
thing repulsive against his inner self in covering this assignment, and that 
he just mouthed the words that the Jews put in his mouth, and that the Jews 
could never face him in the open. He also mentioned that McCULLOUGH was a per 
doxial fellow and felt that McCULLOUGH, in writing the articles which are more 
or less against SMITH, is doing these things but actually knows better. 
knows that SMITH is aware that LOHBECK!S Selective Service atatus is 1-A0, 


CS 3-2 that REMBERT GILMAN SMITH, Who was formerly a b 
Methodiet pr ’ was founder in 1937 of the -Ollahomaiicigue against Com 
munism, Naziiem, and Fascism, had contact with SMITH in Saint Louis. R, G. 
_,SMITH'S permanent address is Box 2123, Tulsa, Oklahoma. He has written an anti- 
administration book which he is trying to sell. The book is printed by the 
Je W. Burke Company of Macon, Georgia, About fifteen years ago he wrote another 
book. Communism over Methodisms® R. G. SMITH has sold 200 copies of his book 
to a man in Oklahons City, and GERALD L, K. SMITH was interested in this book, 
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and inquired if enough paper could be obtained to continue publishing the book. 
Subject SMITH wants copies of R. G. SMITH'S book for his friends, and he will 
be furnished them byfR, G, SMITH at $1.50 apiece. R. G. SMITH explained that 


“Ns meg 


there is enough material in the book for twenty-five speeches against the New 


ted on this day by ROBERT ba 
MUELLER was one of the ine b2e 
th" meeting for SMITH in 1935.-- 


GM carnee that wanda contacted SMITH and asked some ques- 
tion about the Quakers, and SITH ‘Seld him that they were Pacifists, but that 
he is a Nationalist. 


z dvised that Subject SMITH and R. G, SMITH decided that the best 
= sentence that could describe his book is "A study in the betrayal of our con- 
a stitution." R, G. SMITH mentioned a fellow namedESER, possibly a Baptist 
r ¢ | preacher in Oklahoma, and as well as could determine, he is known as the — 


; advised that SMITH was 
_7 MUELLER (phonetic), a friend of 
‘ dividuals who helped put on a "share 












"Radio Minister of the Southwest.® . SMITH claimed that WEBER is a follow 
er of his, and Subject SMITH recalled that WEBER had bought his stuff in whole- 
sale lots of more than 200 copies. — 


R. G. SMITH has lived almost all his life in Georgia, is sixty-six y? 
years old, and has been fighting Comnuniam for a long time. He and Subject 
SMITH, along with discussed Communism and the evils which have beset our 
country, and the break-down of religion of the United States, They decided 
that all the trouble in this country is due to the break-down of the faith in 
Christ. They also mentioned the tie-in between the Communists and the Jems, 
and both claimed that they were not anti-Senitic, RB. G, SMITH was going to tll 
to get to Chicago Sunday to hear GERALD L, K. SMITH, who recommended 

AFD to him and gave him his pereonal card, Subject SMITH arranged to buy fees 
teen of R. G. SMITH'S books for $25.00 and promised him a check, however, as 

R. G. SMITH was hard up for money, he got cash on the spot. Subject SMITH 
wanted to send these books out to a select group and wanted all his key men to 
have a copy of it. 


It was determined from general sources in the law profession that 
BR. G. SMITH was in Saint Louis apparently trying to promote the sale of his book 
and also circulating a form letter among lawyers which was directed to FELIX 

—FRANKFURTER of the Supreme Court requesting his resignation. He had also spoken 
“to D SWEET and Bisho of Saint Louis and considered them both Reds. b 
He had Also seen at Concordia Seminary. eternined that 
that Subject SMITH recommended that R. G. SMITH go out to see ° 

RMAIE® and gave him his personal card of introductione 






R. G. SMITH has a son who is an Ensign and a graduate from the Coast 
Guard Academy. He obtained some of the material for his book from AMOS PINCHOT, 
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but PINCHOT made him promise tha would not disclose the source of his 
information in the book (it was noticed in the newspapers of last week that 
AMOS PINCHOT died). .R. G. SMITH was displeased that Vice-president WALLACE, 
who was in Saint Louis a few days ago, would not see him. He has written a 
large number of letters to various congresamen and has also written to Presi- | 
dent ROOSEVELT and other high-ranking officials criticizing then directly. 


array OE that at a subsequent interview of SHITH by 
yy a EVERETT of the "Star es," SMITH was asked about his last visit in Saint . 
a = Louis on January 14 and 15, 1944, and whether he gave any talks at all at that — 
© oe coh time. SMITH answered "no." He also answered "no" to the question as to 

whether SMITH had made any contacts at Concordia Seminary (this questioning 
apparently deals with SMITH'S contact withBf, MATER at Concordia Seminary and 
SMITH'S appearance before some of the students through 1%, MAIER), SMITH -ex- 
plained that he had gone out te Concordia Seminary with the preacher,, HARVEY 
SPRINGER, who was with him, and who had heard quite a bit about the Seminary 
and also. heard MAIER over the radio, EVERETT asked "did you talk to DR. MAIER?# 
and SMITH answered tno, we didn't even try to see hin,* 





3, that SMITH explained how he treats newspaper men court— 

ven if they work for the "Daily Worker,*® and told of an incident where 
TO SETA, a writer for the "New Masses," had tried to interview SMITH under 
false credentials and how he ran away when SMITH threatened him. He also men~ 
tioned the fact that some woman tried to interview him claiming that she was 
a Nazi spye He claimed that prior to this meeting with_her in the Statler Ho- 
tel, he notified the FBI, In relating these incidents, Nii advised that SMITH 
explained his activities in Detroit, and explained that he very seldom goes to 
his main office because he would. be heckled and harassed by people who were 
against him, He said that he has gotten such good service from the Statler Ho- 
tel in protecting him from this type of people that he arranges to hold his in- 
terviews with people at the Statler Hotel, usually in the coffee shop or lobby. 


2:52: that, LOHBECK has a grocery store clerk who is 
one of his best workers. LOHBECK also had received several telephone calls and 
requests for an article published by WHEELER in the Congressional Record. LOH- 


BECK believes that the Social Justice fellons (like SOSEPHKOESTERS and GEORGE 
\GEBHARDT) make gee street, fighters, fs a 


learned that WILLIAM D.\/MONTGOMERY was asked by SMITH 
to scout the meeting that evening without be ‘sonspichous to see if there 
would be any trouble makers there, and then pass on this information to MRS, 
SMITH who would be at the door, MONTGOMERY had wondered if he would be called 
upon to give speeches, and SMITH told him that he could expect to be giving talk 
within the next ninety days. SMITH told him that he had spoken to a man in Chi- 
cago who wanted MONTGOMERY to come up there and give a speech, This is possibly 
\SOUTHARD. It was MONTGOMERY who gave SMITH the name of MARTIN-PEDERER, an old 
America Firster, Telephone Flanders 7412. LOHBECK is also acquainted with FEDER 
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 cipeciees| was impressed that whenever SMITH had an opportunity 

he would make some anti-Semitic remark, or immediately connect any remark of £9 
& per with whom he was talking as being anti-Semitic and then elaborate on 

ite noted that there were several instances where LOHBECK made a couple 

of remarks about Jews where he did not mean to speak of them in a derogatory 
sense, but SMITH commented upon it that way, and corrected him by say- — 
ing that "these were good Jews," stc, SMITH to. HRECK that he was thinking |. 
of sending him to Kansas City to help organize there, inssmuch as he was very 
mach pleased with his work in Saint Louis. On one oceasion SMITH commented 
about the coming meeting, saying "wait until the audience hears me raise hell | 
with the New Deal and the British, and if they are a normal audience, they will 
really like to hear it.* 


The meeting wae held at the assembly hall of the Municipal Auditorium 
and started at about 8:00 P.M. There were approximately 600 to 700 people in 
attendance which is its capacity. There was no disturbance or any picketing be- 
forethe meeting begane On the stage with MR. andsMRS. SMITH were MR, and MRS, 
LOHBECK and\GEORGE GEBHARDT. LOHBECK opened the meet{ng by saying that they had 
waited for a long time to find a man they could fllow without being afraid, and 
“he came down from Detroit to continue on the policy and with the program that 
we had followed so sincerely up to the time the United States went into war. We 
had heard from National Headquarters of thesAmerica First Committee that the Com 
mittee was dissolved, We lost contact with our best workers." He asked that wor 
be passed around that they wanted these workers back and said “we have started 
again and will not stop this time. He said “this meeting is to present the one 
man who has stopped his work in the cause of Americanism and American National- 
iem. He has not been intimidated by the governmental harassment which many of 
us know and which has stopped some of us." He then introduced GERALD L, K. SMIT 
as head of the America First Party. a 


SMITH began his talk by saying that he was mindful of the accomplish- 
ments of Saint Louis, but one thing stays in his mind and is symbolized and per- 
sonified by that phrase so often heard, Aspirit of Saint Louis*—--tCHARIEZS A. | 
LINDBERGH. Upon the mention of LINDBERGH'S name, there was a great applause, . 
SMITH said he hoped to present LINDBERGH to the Saint Louis audiences for a 
speech and also he hoped to introduce to Saint Louis "that maligned and perse- 
cuted lover of Christ, Father CHARLES E./COUGHLIN.® (great applause), 


SMITH attacked the Communists and ROOSEVELT and gave a tirade against 
the "international bankers, international politicians, and international finag- 
lers, who want to load us with a debt and tax load to pay the debt for the worl: 
for the next century." He then made a play on the world, "first," and said that 
there was only one thing above "America First" and that was faith in Christ. He 
tells how he promised his old mother that he would never make a speech without 
mentioning Christ's name, 7 a ee oO Rea, ene a wa on 


SMITH told how the politicians have run the show for along time, and 
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that the best ditzens have stood on the sidelines, He clained that them” 
ee rascals are ayubolised by men like Ne oe 









eat thie $6 point he nid, REET GILMAN SUITE, the former Methodist oe - 
sites dead tip es dae aap la ° se tS eats ees peat ae 
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by this ont t ob the Waited States and asked the audience. to give LOREEK: 3s 
a big hand, It is noted that the audience did not show any resentasnt at all: ee 
to fe fact that LOHBBCK 4sa bonsedentious popdectere. < : “ a Pg ee aes 


4 pig aay, 





aie: we e, ~ ae he, 


| SMITH introdused all ‘the people on ‘the Pee diclusing CHREARDR, ” ee ee 
‘and described hia. as + foruer head of one of the Social inst tes. srouR se: a te & 
~ suTtH ‘then asked the people in the audience who had’ one son a6 the - ees 
ce Se aray to raise their hands,’ then two, and then asked those with three to Bet a & a oe 
i. up and givg their namess One of. these individuals was MRS, WALLACE ie | 
-: © possibly ZLER, ‘who has three sone in the Marines. Another man wa possib- 
>.) Ly JOSEPH 2 The thers did not give their names. ‘A negro man stood OP: ~ | 
and said“that he Bed three sons in the armed services, and SMITH took that ‘- fs : 
4 occasion to tell the neged not to believe what the Communists are ee end eae 
oom 7 that bes — Britera ite not against is negro Fact, * ae, oreo 
’ . , ee tye ets pea! weet ee Ps Ags. “ 
eee eee i ante told the: ‘group that he bones the inerins First Party will. ‘not 
Sy Be be necessary, and that the Sepublicens will nominate a man whom they can sup- 
A _ Ports; that is, someone “other than WILLKIE. He then appealed to the Republican 
: ay Politicians ‘in the audiesis taints’ how'the tide is running and pointed out to-. 
. _. Shem that“he and-his- followers are & powerful force with which they should con~. 
- cern themselves and align + ‘shemselves with their group. He warned the Republi- . : 
eans against selling thea, ‘Pat, waying “if you do so, we will hold our conven ~ 
_ tion, maybe in Saint, Louls: “end nominate "the e/Saixit of of Saint Louis." He said .”: 
. the Republicans cati have the Amsrica First wotes, or even the agencies aes a 
_ Mt May Some Veatypaty Shag oe em, Like MELA and CLARE ar oe 
ie cee er eS = Se 
: = SMITH then : Showed Fiaself to be definitely against WILLKIE and seid 
‘thist ‘Commnisn: has. itespokeaman {n the Vice-president of the United States,’ 
ae “He pointed out that ‘atthe 26th Anniversary of the October Revolution in New : = 
ie _ - York in Hoveaher, 19h2,. WALZACE | was“the main speaker. He called for WALLACE'S: 
Weed ’ t ‘$hé government in Washington is shot through with: eae 
andy FELLE RANKFURTER whom he classified as a Cone a 
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are Communists, tried to break up the meetings 


SMITH also said that he was against being sucked into a world gov- 
ernment and being brought back into the British Eupire. He told of how the 
British were trying to interfere with American politics. _ 


He referred to DERY MTT, former head of the Standard 041 Company, 
who had spoken on Bastern aaa both on the part of the merenere and 
the British. 


SMITH went into some detail in the plans for the world government, 


and ted the flag which the Internationalists have designed, He attacker 
WALT NCHELL, ard told his audience to read Senator JOHN RANKIN'S speech 
in eOngress. Ha sai said aif desi ah statesmen want to oheck anti-Semitian, they 


should choke that rat who is doing more to spread st than anyone else in the 
United States,* 


SMITH gave out a definition of victory in 1944, which he has repeat- 
edly set out in his publication and other places. He also brought out the di 
ficulties which his son has had in the army because his name is GERALD L, K, 
SMITH, and also the fact that his son is not an officer because of this, 


SMITH said "I know it is a boldness that borders on danger. I know 
I risk my safety in the presence of bureaucratic tyrants who are playing all 
the tricks to-silence this fearless voice...ethey know if the truth is let oul 
they will not remain in power..e.they can't stand this truth....the only way 
they can stay in power is to silence those who speak it (truth).* 


SMITH then told how the veterans cannot hope to be given any con- 
sideration through ROOSEVELT, and how the present administration would rather 
spend billions of dollars in foreign countries than to give the veterans what 
is their due. He said "we mst save the nation's wealth for our veterans. I 
would not trade one wounded veteran for ali the Mexicans in Mexico, aii the 
Brazilliane in Brazil, all the Argentianans in Argentina, or all the Chinese ; 
China.” 


He asked the audience if they would like for him to bring to Saint 
Louis'CLARE HOFFMAN or'MRS, LUNDEEN, or possibly»GERALD P. NYE, and they an- 
ewered in the affirmative. -He forgot the name of the large hall in the Munie: 
pal Auditorium, and aske@McCULLOUGH, the *Post Diapateh?. “reporter, who was 5 
ire in the front row, what it is called. ir 


SMITH then started taking up his collection and explained how this 
is donee He furnished everyone with an envelope and pencil, and they could p 
in the envelope as much money as they wanted, and also could write on the fro: 
of it how much money they would like to donate every month. He told the peop 
about his way of organizing, explaining that he did not elect people to offic 


O . . ® 
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because these people would then be harassed, and his enemies would go around» 
and have these people fired from their jobs and persecuted. In his way of 
organizing, GERALD L. K. SMITH "will take the heat and keep it off the people," 


SMITH said "the bureaucrats thought after Pearl Harbor they would 
use the war to imprison us. They thought they would call us Nazis and trait 
ors and divisionists. They thought they would use those circumstances to 
strike us under the belt." He also said "they thought they would lock up all 
Nationalists like (LINDBERGH, HENR]-PORD, ‘NYE, WHEELER, and myself, but they 
can't do it. There are too many of use We are America," (applause) “If they 
do strike down this fearless voice and let me rot behind the filthy walls of 
a concentration camp, they will not gain, because the blood of the martyrs is 
seed of the church, and for every GERALD L. K. SMITH they put down, 1000 will 
rise up to haunt these bureaucratic tyrants, Freedom will not die. Give me 
liberty or give me death," (applause and shouts of "'atta boy, =e 








Ae . SMITH then contimed with his collection, and all the time ‘that the 
os - -& . collection was going on, he kept up a running line of chatter. , He called mee 
~\,  NOQSEPH_KOESTERS and other volunteers, including MRS. SMITH and MRS. LOHBECK, 
7 \. help collect the envelopes, He advised that everyone who gave a dollar or 
a more would receive a copy of the book, #afid So They Indicted Me,* by G, EDWARD 
_  .=WONES. He advised that for every dollar they would get one book, so that if a 
‘person gave $5.00 he would get five books, He advised that this may be the be— 
ginning of a great movement which sweeps the country, and they may want to have 
- something which they can save for the years to come and show that they were a 
oo. og founder of this Crusade. It is the "gold seal America First certificate," and 
oe everyone who pledged $1.00 a month or more would get one, The seal has upon. 
it a picture of GEORGE WASHINGTON, He said that anyone who didn't want to give 
their name should just write "money" on the envelope. He also distributed a 
petition calling for Congress to help the veterans. This program is "(ne Thous— 
and Dollars for Each Veteran." SMITH also distributed copies of The’ Cross and 
The Flag* and copies of RA¥-TUCKER'S article. He had everyone stand and face 
the flag in order to pledge allegiance, He explained the various ways in which 
: the flag can be saluted—the military salute, the hand over the heart, and the | 
aaa outstretched hand with the palm up, He explained to the audience that they 
oe should salute with the palm up and not with the palm down, which is the Fascist 
=o salute. He pointed out that the "Star Times* would take a picture of them if 
CS they used the Fascist salute and would harass then, After the pledge of alleg- 
eee lance, he had the audience otand as they were and recited the Lord's Prayere 











: He closed with thanking the audience tor its hospitality, saying that 
he and MES. SKITH have had so much persectuion and harassment, they are grate— 


{ 

be ful for the cordial reception they received in Saint Louis. He ended saying 
Peer "God bless you. God bless and save aes Goodnight." There was scattered 
; handclapping.s - . 


The audience became a rittte restless during the collection which took 
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a considerable time, and there was a definite let-down in the enthusiasm 
once the collection started, However, there was no concentrated effort to 
leave the hall, but it mist be noticed that SMITH any number of times mentio, 
ed during his speech that the Commnists, New Dealers, or anyone else who gol 
mad could leave at any time they wanted to. The meeting closed at 10:25 PAM, 
Tae details of this meeting were made available through Confidential Source 
#1. Further details of this meeting will be set out later in the report. 


CE «2: 503 thatiMRS. LOHBEDK was interested in seeing hor 
her family wo react to the meeting, as they are against this sort of thing 
She said that they represent the “somg" group. SMITH commented to her that 1 


is not a disgrace to stir up the rabble and quoted the Bible to the effect th 
"Jesus Christ was condemned because he stirreth up the rabble,* 






ItI, Activities of GERALD L. K. SMITH in \ 
~ “- Saint s on Febru \ 


sed thateROBERT MUELLER ( phonetic), the attorney, 
and a friend o was very drunk and went to see SHITH on the 
morning of February 1¢, e He told SMITH that he did not think very much 


of tt am: up any collection at the meeting and thought he should eliminate 
h 











that. advised that when MUELLER gets drunk, he curses quite a bit, and di 
eo wit e However, SMITH took nodfense and "kidded him along.” MUELLER 
ran in a congressional race in Missouri and claims that he ran a close third, 
but was sabotaged by the Catholics and the Social Justice group. He claims he 
was supposed to get some money from Father COUGHLIN, but did not get it. MUEL 
LER has known MONTGOMERY for about five years and said that age got MONT GOME 
his job at the City Hall. MUELLER claims that he is the one who got his 
jobe MUELLER is forty-one years of age, has worked as an electrici 9 
ents are American born, » himself aduated from Saint Louis University 
Law School. MUELLER told was at the meeting last night 
and liked it. SMITH told was at the meeting, but becaus 
of his job at the City Hall, SMITH did fo ct him to become involved in the 
America First Party. SMITH asked MUELLER whether there were any ‘tld Republicar 
wheel horses" there, but MUELLER told him "no,* | ae, st . 















rd : + 46 ee | ae si ‘ 
2 coe WHEN evices that SMITH gave MUELLER a big build-up, and told him to 
come bac. 


when he was sober, Throughout MUELILER'S talk with SMITH, he contin- 
ually asked SMITH, "what are you aiming at?" He repeated this question so auch 
that it apparently became embarrassing to SMITH, and SMITH said that he would 
talk to him about it when MUELLER'S mind cleared reninesced with 
MUELLER about the HUBY LONG days and also mentione and the two brothers 
(possibly thay brothers) who helped put on a meeting in 1935e : 


: a 21 202 that SMITH inquired off McCULLOUGH, the “Post 
pd: Sth 
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: rogers An = ct 
| Editor of the “Star Times," was asked by SMITH how BENESCH liked ¢ the Paes 
and also what (JULIUS KLIMANKS reaction was, ; 


ee the night before, 


— 







Dispatch" reporter, as to what the fellow at the Jeffereon had te says 
aid not know the significance of this remark. In talking about) LOHRECK 
his conscientious objection status, SMITH said that be did not think they. 
should persecute those people. *McCULLOUGH, who introduced SMITH 






advised that a ane tne ac. iti ee: 
and probably was the one who shouted out the fact that — oe a 
America First is shown on naturalization papers. LaVALLE is retired and lives ~~ 


- with someone in Saint Louis. He pioneered in the internal combustion engine | 


and taught at the Sweeny School in Kansas City. He is about seventy~one years - 


7 of age and is a member of the Spanish American War Veterans, LaVALLE wears his | 
_ America First button behind his lapel and has worn it ever since he first got . - 
oe ae LAVALLE is become senile, but is a great admirer of GERALD L, Ke SMITH. SQ . wees 


a ea , SR thet Father AMBROSE FT-GRIFPIN, who ia tho Pes. 
€or of the Church of the Seven Founders, 7641 Rock Hill Road, Affton, Missouri, © 


greatly admires SMITH and is also against Commniene. SMITH emphasized to Fath~ |. oe : 


_. er GRIFFIN whet he had done for the Catholic Church, along with HUEY LONG, in. 

- /Youieiana, He told Father GRIFFIN how he got into the field in which he is — ae 
_-. working and said he decided that "the Jews would not keep me down.* He told cee: 
'.° the story that he had seen Archbishop HAYES in New York regarding Communism a eek 


> > fad told the Archbishop that he knew what was going on in Mexico regarding the... 


plans to persecute the church and also knew about the Spanish situation. SMITH - 


asked the Archbishop for ean intelligent understanding of his work, and the Arch oe ; 


. - Dhehop turned him over to DAVID-KELLY, . He claims that he owes auch of his = 





: to. Lacs Pade — people deserted. hina « ene a 


knowledge of "Christian philosophy as it relates to erie to ‘RELLY. . Brother’ a 


Paitin dn New York was saslenes : to SMITH to assist cats peta. 


_ SMITH continued hie etory that after ceding some » tine re New York, orm 
“be “deliberated as to where it would be best to expand his activities, and he 7. - 
decided on Detroit, Michigan. He began broadcasting in that city, pointing out ae 
the Comaunist threat to this country. He pointed out that at that tine he ctor oo 
- had the sapport of the wealthy men who were afraid the Commnists would take’. °~ + 
their money, Father GRIFFIN told SMITH that he knows a man like that inSaint ° Sots 
- Loudes namely, ¢MARTIN FEDERER, who was at the meeting last night. Father RIP = 
. FIN apparently knows FEDERER quite well and described him asa wiser.’ “SMITH, Put 











in continuing his story, said that when the war came on, these fellows (the (bs . 
", anmatecturers) got government contracts, and it was necessary for hin to change vs 
. the emphasis, SMITH said he contacted General WOOD and others in the America. 

_ First Committee about the units in sage etce STH eat, that after. we got, fom. 
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dvised that Father GarFaN i esi that no is: pean with ee oo 
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4s at the other. SMITH told him that his office manager in Detroit, MRSBOUAN 
4s a devout Catholic, and SMITH thinks very highly of him, SMITH also mention- 
ed that they were the guests at breakfast of someone by the name of-OTERIEN, 

He claimed that he is a good friend of JOHN-WCGILL, head of the Knights of Col- 
umbus, SMITH told of hearing a Father, PERRELL, who spent some time in Spain and 
came back to the United States to tell of his experiences, and SMITH was so im- 
pressed with his story, he devoted an entire radio address to it, whereupon the 
"Jewish Gestapo of Chicago took him to task.* ae eke : 


y learned that SMITH inquired of Father GRIFFIN as to how he geta 


along wityDr. MAIER, who is "working up our alley." SMITH said that MATER'S 
personal secretary came to him last night after the meeting with some message 
from MATER. SMITH told of having a meeting in Buffalo, New York, where he had 

a Father O'SRIZN on the platform and also mentiofied that he has been at Father 
O'ERIEN'S church. He also submitted a manuscript to Father O'BRIEN which SMITH 
submitted to an editor of one of the newspapers, who had called his speech sedi- 
tious, He forced this editor to retract this statement. SMITH thinks highly 
of the "Buffalo News." SMITH claimed thatyWINCHELL and men like him help their 
movement, because the people know what type of an individual WINCHELL 1s, He 
also claimed that WINCHELL got his first automobile from DUTCH SCHULZ, a notor- 
fous gangster, and from this beginning of associating with hoodlugs,he became 

& personal aid to the President of the United States as a naval officere MBS, 
SMITH commented that DUTCH SCHULZ had been a large contributor to the ROOSEVELT 
campaign, SMITH said "Commnists are wrecking the Christian Churches from with- 
in---the Jewish Fifth Colum." SMITH believes that the Jew in Russia now has 
lots of money, because ROOSEVELT is giving so much of the money away. SMITH is 
of the opinion that the people in Saint Louis want to be anti-New Deal but point 
ed out that their three newspapers are all New Deal papers, He told Father GRIF 
FIN of the attack against him by the veterans groups in Saint Louis, and said 
that this is Jewish strategy, SMITH also said that it is diabolical how WINCHEL 
ie trying to get us into war with Argentina. SMITH also entered into an anti- 
Mason tirade, and told of their sinister influence against him in Michigan. 


i Be bd that SMITH told the story thet in 1935, when he was in 


Saint S, representatives of the Friends of New Germany came to him and told 
him that their organization had found that LONG'S assassination had been plann~ 
ed in Vienna by the Jews. SMITH figured at that time thet they were fanatics, 
and then when he went back to Louisiana, he did find out that HUEY LONG'S asses 
sinators had some Vienna contacts, and he now believes that those man of the 
Friends of New Germany were correct. a ; gas * 
who has a numb in the oly America First 
Committee, advised that he learned from whom he recommended that 
jn not contact, that 


who waa a voluntary worker for 
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SMITH to inquire about his organization and also showed some doubt about! ros 
= BECK. However, SMITH reassured them that he was quite all right. These women 
7s { told him that they were very enthusiastic workers of the America First Com 
= mittee, and one of them took care of the files and mail, SMITH explained his 

po ee organization, saying that their work had been one-half above and one-half un- 
eas derground. His organization did not elect officers because if they did so, 
these persons would be heckled, and one of the officials might even go over 
to the "enemy." He explained that the admission cards to the meetings have a 
ie code number on them, and these cards are tabulated in Detroit to determine 

om oY which of the vclunteers has been most productive. He also said that he has 

Gs his volunteere fill out some questionnaire so that his operators can check on 
pers the background of the individuals. These women were very anxious to find out 
wes more about the organization, and SMITH told them there were no powers behind 
him; that he was the leader of the movement, and that everything was above 
board, and that it would not be like the America First Committee which was 
filled with stuffed shirts, 





advised that one of these women asked SMITH whether he had seen b 
LINDBERGH , he told her “yes, and he backs our idea,® She claims to per— 
eCnally know LINDBERGH and does not feel that he would want any public office 
and does not want to campaign for him because of this. SMITH answered that he 
mentioned LINDBERGH in his speech the night before just to use his name as a 
sample. These women, although they were for WILIXIE in the last election, are 
presently very much anti-WILLKIE. The women asked SMITH who he thought would 
be a good candidate, and he said that he was not a BRICKER man, but that BRICK~ 
ER seemed to be making some headway, He believed that NMcCORMICK would not want 
to be President and allowed his name to be used just as a "nice gesture." SNTTH 
4s not for DEWEY, because he is tired of being ruled by New York State and feels 
that DEWEY did HAMILTON FISH a terrible injustice, Both of these women agreed 
with this, The women asked SMITH what he thought of NORMAN THOMAS, and he ad- 
vised that he considers him an intellectual——an old man, SMITH agreed with — 
these women that if they had to choose between WILLKIE and ROOSEVELT, he would 
vote for NORMAN THOMAS. One of these women asked all these questions, because 
her husband was very much interested. 


: further advised that during the conversation between these two } 
women and TH, mention was made of°KLEIN, an attorney for Colonel SANCTUARY, “ 
who has been indicted for sedition, SMITH asked them who is the best congress- 
man in this district, and the women advised that PLOESER was, explaining that 

they are better acquainted with him than the others because he is their con- 
gressman, These women know thet DeMOOR brothers and are also acquainted with 
| MARTIN FEDERER 









stated that when gave SMITH her nane, he commented 
that some le think that everyone with such a name (German name) should be b 
liquidated, These women also furnished SMITH with a written list of names and 
said that an especially good worker was who resides on Copelin L 
Avenue in Saint Louis, 7 
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sua Bh? " STH advised that: he does not expect mach ‘fron satuaee peo Sie 


and this is one of the reasons why the America First Committee did not make a aot 
success. He advised that he hadyGEORGE GZBHARDT on the platform in order to. oe 
show thea that he did not want, stuffed rajenci but was malcing an appeal to the. 
ordinary working classe said §hat,HEYRY FORD is an admirer of his, and . 


told a story about FORD?S seé i af = (7), = ee wae 


ome une E Te 


a SMITH told these wombn ‘about his organisation, fesying that | he re aire y 
"jee seatiet having volunteers do his regular work because under the guise of wolea. 
_. ‘teers the "enemy comes in and reads his mail, etc." SMITH advised that he cends he t 
-. “out from 8,000 to 10,000 pieces of literature every day, and that each piece. . a Ret 
discloses something agsinst the New Deal. He advised that he is alwys getting 
"new namese’ He explained to the women how LOHBECK had been selected, and said Ko a 
--l that a newspaper reporter, who had been a member of they America First Comittee, :’ L 
"Rad O.K.'D LOHBECK (this is-probablygMcCULLOUGH). SMITH also told the women” © =~. = ; 
~ about how he gets expenses, in that the humble people send in their dollars snd 
cents. One of the women told SUITH that the German~tmsul in saint Loui dnb 
anes t to the America First Committee (some mention may have been made about be 
" ee: the German Bubassy coming to America First Qommittes meetings). ~. “at 
... Both © ese women said that~it would have caused them very much ore had | : - 
| at pecous known that the Sore, Conbel ms sanding Oe RO pecemee 
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it wae leaped that casas See in D 
: GIIMAN SMITH, andé¢DONALD LOHBECK and Subject SMITH had a e: 
Lengthy conversation. FEDERER explained thatfather GRIFFIN told him to come. 


r alee: eet . WER ce 
* Fs a cee, eae 













=." and also explained that he isa good friend of Senator CLARK. Mention was made : 
‘.oy° that CLARK ie an admirer of “HUSY LONG, SMITH told a rather long story. of him : 
i -° self testifying before the Lend*Lease hearing in Washington, D. C.° He explain. 
_ * ed how he was not harassed by the Chairman of this Lend Lease sian Camas fae 7 
f.-; i; /, because he had something on CONNALLY, SMITH said that he. would run an article | A Bok, 
es. . by Srey oiiamras vie ‘Flanged Tt That Way," which some magazine was afraid 00°: 2. e 
ae na to Lee: eal eet: ee ee ee ee gu epi S. hte ebig fo oes 
Rot tye an ee teins Sars ee ae ee Oe ee Se 
a Ok t Mention ¢ was made of Paty ieneiso8 : ae 
‘beara hesrtiges SuIPE To ate ae oe 
is alac 7. KD, OS Y ar Fo 
JOB; BORSEAM, former head of the he, Anerica First "Comittee. afew y days. Ag, oe. 





et 


we are mate 


- has’ some lawsuit. oo his Hande,- ane LeHERGK. commented that he is definitely 7 a. ae : 
 adnst PORSHAW, . FEDERER and ware” go-workers. in the Ater{éa’ Pirst Cam *'»’. ao 
__ mitten, and they talked about gid ting§ss 1 ER was. ‘also-amdous' to “find, ae 
<>.) what SMITH has in mind, and what hfe’ B fect 4s, 2 
= po __Bppointed. in ‘he America ‘Fargtet ae re : Sree = 


ee 
ran 







* a 


dy, a 
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CA AS gurta said Wa pirpises sys fqllows: © (1) Cénvinee the people that‘ , 
a se someone can oe ms -_ ened as 7 brugh he ya Me “believes | that the People oe SP aad 





Saint Louis File No. 100-6013 ees 


that he can encourage these people (2) Crusade in journaliam as everyone has 
stopped publishing, but he has started putting out his magazine (3) To empha 
ize the truth, stating that there were some people who did not want to turn 
the country over to the British or the Communists (4) Lay the foundation for 
an insurgent party “which has the guts to put an ultimatum before the Repub- 
lican Party." In this regard SMITH advised that strategists of the Republi- ~ 
can Party have come to him and begged him not to go too far with his movement | 
and assured hin that they were going to nominate a good man. SMITH advised 
that he does not want to split the Republican Party (5) To endorse the Republi- 
can candidates in other offices, hoping to place Republicans in local and na~ 
tional jobs, 





SMITH also explained that if they are betrayed by the Republican Part; 
(meaning if WILLKIE is nominated), they will form the America First Party and 
work for 1948. 


gREMBERT GILMAN SMITH visited MATSRAY, the Editor of the "Globe Demo~ 
crat,*® earlier in the day, and told GERALD L. K. SMITH that RAY was all for 
SMITH. However, it was brought out that RAY, himself, had not said very much, 
but had just agreed with some of the things thatsR, G, SMITH had said, 


The group discussed the coming elections and mention was made that 
_AGNNEDY is @ personal friend of BURTON WHEELER, SMITH said that WHEELER told 
him all about KENNEDY. FEDERER mentioned a man by the name o who is 






an American Legion and said that he was at the meeting las LOHBEC! 
commented that is anti-British and anti-ROOSEVELT. » FEDERER mentioned 
hat—-RARHARDT - This fellow is also a Legionnaire, 









LOHBECK 
LLY, PS, the oil man 

ql from Bartlesville, Oklahoma, and the nace also mentioned. LOHBECK an 
FEDERER believe that it would be well for them get together to think up all 

y! a? the names of the indi e formerly sympathetic with their movements 


It is to be noted that ere not acquainted with all of the names me 
tioned, nor did they know the significance of these individuals, 


LOHBECK brought up the point of possibly having an intermediary meeti 


someplace in South Saint Louis for ppeethy about 1,500 peortye: He suggested t 
Triangle Park. 


SMITH comnented about , and LOHBECK said that he is a goo 
mane SMITH explained that ecause Of his job at the City Hall, cannot 
yt? actively support the Americ st Party, and nes aaa that there be formed th 


Independent Republicanse 
















7 FEDERER claimed close friendship with WALTER-PIDESER, and said that 
PLOESER has changed somewhat and he does not want to do anything that will pre- 
judice his pordttsoal futures 
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Waa 
SMITH stated that DEVEY spoke in favor of him (SMITH) before Pearl 
Harbor. He mentioned that he has the balance of power in two states which 


ded for success in a api election. He also mentioned the names, 
yt ‘ ila iat [___« He mentioned these individuals as 





manh enA entiad hie an tha telepho na 


SMITH said “the government is not worth a damn, We'll have to build 
an entire new government on men like LOHBECK. We'll make it that LOHBECK will 
be better known thar, PLOESER. If we had a thousand preachers like Praacher 
SMITH here and a thousand priests like Father GRIFFIN, we would be able to ac- 
complish our purposes. The best man in the United States Senate isyGERALD NYE, 
I love NYE. We have exchanged many long, personal letters." SMITH told of a 
meeting which he had arranged for NYE under the name, "Independent Republicans" 
4n Ohio, However the head of the National Republiean Committee in North Dakota 
is a Jew by the name of STERN, and pressure was brought to bear upon NYE, 80 
that he had to call off this meetings 


Regarding the building up of the government on men like, LOHBECK, SMITH 
éianeeeted on this as to how new speakers and new leaders must be built up from 
the ordinary men in their movement. SMITH also said that they would have to 


\form Veterans Committees, in order to "catch them as they come out of the ser 


vice." He said "we must build the leaders out of the soil." SMITH explained 
that RAY DANIELS of the "New York Times", London Department, had told him when 
he was interviewed that the men who are in the army in England are very discour- 
aged, and that all of them would join thetAmerica First Pommb Lees 


SMITH explained howsEARL SQUTHARD is trying to get RUSTOHOLT to makes 
speeches for him, but HOLT has not agreed to this to date. SMITH ‘believes that 
the moot couragecus mon are? HOFFMAN, » (REYNOLDS, and NYE, 





! FEDERER recommended that SMITH see MeMOOR of the Social Justice move- 


and arrangad far NalfMMR tn enma Acswn £4 


Mai Gli VGA 6 Wh EY oss CALE fae So PA eh Ahh PW WW MW 
s Lee —) 


the hotel in the evening. 


ae that FEDERER andi. G, SMITH were great- 
ly impressed w men feel that the United States had to get in- 
to the war when it was attacked, but they feel that if a different policy had 
been folloned before the war, it would have kept the United States out, and the 
Japanese would not have attacked us, FEDERER explained that he had worked for 
ROOSEVELT'S election in 1932 and 1936, but now gets sick of hearing: his names 


FEDERER holds an absorbing hatred for ROOSEVELT. 


eS = 6S 





advised that JOSEPH We. KOESTERS ie anti-ROOSEVELT, anti~ 
Administration, and anti-Jewish. KOESTERS is of the opinion that ROOSEVELT has 
a devil's influence on this country. KOESTERS said that everyone said the meet— 
ing was "wonderful." KOESTERS and LOHBECK talked about the draft, and KOZSTERS 


















with the mee 
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told LOHBECK "you are within the law; everything has been done legally." He 
explained that he, himself, was rejected because of ee blood eae ae 
was actually Feychoneurosis). : 


. OESTERS had a district zone aie raid Garden take SMITH froa ‘thee 
meeting to his hotel, and the newspaper men took a picture of the automobile, 
He said this man had talked about the peetine all the way home (this man is 


bh? _ BRE 
advised that KOESTERS, (LOHBECK, and SMITH were all satisfied 4 2b 
on the previous night, and SMITH explained that meetings are. 


more difficult now than in thegAmerica First Committee days, because of (1) 
coercion and intimidation (2) teabaporetian (3) night shifts and occupations. 


During general conversation about thelr "enemies," KOESTERS made 


the remark, "all those war mongers." KOESTERS heard from a friend of his that 


Mayor KAUFFMAN was at the meeting. A friend of KOESTERS by the name o 





who is b d to have a job at the City Hall, told the mayor about th 
ing. seemed to be enthusiastic about it. LOHBECK eaid that two men b2 
came % and said "don't let SMITH get away from the Republican Party." 

This group engaged in general conversation, according to and b2 


SMITH commented "sell the bonds to all the sheenies and then re ate the debt,* 
It is SMITH'S idea that we should reach-out and take all the British Islands in 
the Caribbean on the theory of "islands for debts." SMITH was very interested 
to ascertain the percentage of Jewe and percentage of Germans living in Saint 
Louis. He inquired if all the Germans are anti-Jewish. He could get no defin- 
ite answer, but LOHBECK commented that the Jews around here have been the ob- 
noxious type, and that we als lot of refugees, KOESTERS told the story 
of a fellow by the name off ‘am who worked for the "Post Dispatch" and 
was a Bund member. KOESTERS w th him a number of times and believes },7 
that he is a Jewish refugee. In their further comments about the Jews, SMITH. 
eaid that CLIFTONLPADAMAN of “Information Please" has advocated the liquidation 
of the German race, and LOHBECK also quotes FADAMAN as saying “we mist learn to 
hate the German race." SMITH commented "they are a bunch of criminals, but I 
think there are some good Jews." KOESTERS said "very few,* and SMITH replied, 
"yes, that's right. They all stick up for each other. Even the good Jens will 
stick up for the Jews." He also said "if I call one Jew a see easter bin 
call me anti-Semitic.® : . oe 








KOESTERS told the gee of a friend of his who isa belciiaer from 
the Old Country (this is possibly one of the air raid wardens who works with 
KOESTERS), KOESTERS spoke in a slurring manner of fellows who are enthusiastic- 
ally trying to get into the army and navy and told the story of one young fellow 
he knows who was all enthused about getting into the navy that he has 
been in it, does not like it very much. He also told Fh ay who had to 
go into the army, although he was very much opposed to i pposed to the 








bI— 
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United States entering the war. KOESTERS and this fell both knew —— 
ae the Ger Co ate (the faint Louis Office conducted an in 1 + 
on on which has shown that he has been extremely prow =, 
Nazi in the past). vieed that mention was made of the fact that ~ 






of the German Consulate came to,America First meetings and enjoyed hear 

what was going one This conversation had been on the topic of German people, 

and SMITH asked “when we were at peace, was it any worse to be a friend of the 
German Consul than the British Consul?* 7 -_ ‘3 


'LOHBECK explained that the former sympathizers of the America First 
Committee jin Saint Louis were completely cut off from other parts of the coun- 
try until SMITH came along, and the publicity has worked out fine, inasauch as 
4t has consolidated the people, and they now can again work for the cause. _. ant 
SMITH said "the word Fascist is innocuous--—-it means nothing.” SMITH then told 
of a boy who was @ senior in high school who sent the president some hot letter 
calling it a Jew Deal, etc., and also commenting about going into the wr. He ~ 
sent SMITH a copy of his letter. SMITH reprimanded the boy for having written — 

thie letter. He said that the boy had written to the president that he was 

going to war, but when he came back he was going to jam & red hot poker down | 
his throat, Within ten daya the federal authorities had indicted thie boy, and . 
the community, which is apparently close to Detroit, congratulated the young 
fellow and made a hero of him. The United States Commissioner told the young - 
fellow to go into the armye SMITH has now gotten letters from the boy mying 
that he is working for a screwball, a major in the army, who was formerly a newe- 
paper man, and is always wanting to make a deadline. Ne says that this major is 
Mhep on charts" and is always diagnosing things. The young fellow says it is | 
like working in a bug house as they have a deadline every day and are not get-. 
ting any place. , : es ae ee 


advised that SMITH told! KozsTEeRs 













no opie -, 


locked upon as one of the pillars of this movement, 5 . 
brother, who is a bachelor, and a sister, who is an old maid, of JOSEPH T. = - 
SCHROEDER, who once ran for Congress and is now dead, were at the meeting the bie 
previous evening. They live at 44—Clamerack (phonetic) Drive. He knew that -_ po 

_ they hated the administration, so he sent them invitation cards. After the aia 

* meeting, MR. SCHROEDER came to KOESTEES and shook his hand, saying “we cannot. 
thank you enough for sending that card.“ KOESTERS also ned that LOU MOU-. « . 
SHAY wants one of the Jones books, He explained that organized allof.. __.. 

- the air raid wardens in the whole district, and both an agreed that = 
he must have some organizational ability and it would be well to work him into - ~ 

_ their organization. ae a eee ee er ge a ena a 











oS cs _ oe one They got on the sub ject of the draft, and KOESTERS again told that he . so 
ae turned down because of high blood pressure, At this point, accordingto , q » 
‘MRS, LOHBECK asked "don't you want to fight for FRANKIE?" KOESTERS ansaer-. 5° | 





aia t he never was for this mess and feels that it could have been avoided, - =” 
o,:. but dt was those in Washington who got us into ite Pp ee owes 
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advised that the group sat around and admired GERALD Le K. STH, 
including SMITH, himself, and he told them how he handles hecklers and has nev~ 
er been out-amarted. He told of up and coming orators such asyHARVEY SPRINGER, 
who was a former Comunis, but who was converted to Christianity, He also men=- 
tioned CHARLES°HKDDEN, who was a Commander of an American Legion Post at Pitts- 
burgh, and who has been in Chicago and Detroit to epeak. He considers, DERM © 
SMITH as another good speaker who talks on the science of empire building, - 
_ OESTERS said that the Social Justice group in Saint Louls is made up 
of only about eighteen to twenty members who are religious fanatics. KOESTERS 
told of the FBI investigating th and said that they are now scared bob? 


do anything. — * 
yn iS 
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ha - aan the identity of these Republican individuals, and SMITH answere 








yp 

















came to the Saint Louis Office and advised that he learn 
& Methodist preacher who lives in Webster ssouri, 
ad spent some time with MR. and MRS. SMITH. is very 
Governor ssouri, who is also from Webster Groves, 
When SMITH started tal ina I oct the Republican leader Saint Louis 
who have come and asked him not to start an insurgent party, inquired 
"wR. 
UEENY.* (QUEENY is head of the Monsanto Chemical Company). However, SMITH 
‘did not enumerate any others, 


said that SMITH told ns his being catapulted into 
ence through the assass n of LONG, and how he has been per- 
various investigations which wer d by President ROOSEVELT. 
are acquainted with » a Southern Methodist in . 
who the SMITHS claim theirs also, SMITH told 





























national 


ssassination, pointing out how the assassination was plotted by the 
ROOSEVELT clique. 


It was learned thro hat SMITH thought that the were 
on his side, However, MRS. SMITH said "he was on our side to sta » but 
she is different. She never wasece.™ 





I¥. Activities of GERALD L. K. SMITH in Saint Louis) 
on a February 19. 1944 : 


oe anda Anuprry were tn the lohhe 
29 Bb GE AAT ASEL So atl VIS salou; 


of the St — Hotel, t oy Seca that Governor-@ATTONSTALL of Massachusetts 
happened to be visiting in Saint Louis. SMITH commented that they had been 
playing "fox and geese" with Governor SALTONSTALL. There is no indication that 
there was a meeting between SALTONSTALL and SMITH. 


eip:-:~ that SMITH planned his coming meeting in.Saint Louis as a 
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Midwest Conference and Rally, and LOHBECK said that they have lote of contactig*: 
in the neighborhood of fifty to seventy-five miles. SMITH gave LOHBECK @ pep Se 
talk and glorified their place and position in relation to the upbuilding of ) 
the United States, and SMITH compared himself and LOHRECK with the "stalwart 

men of the past.™ an ; Bek as ; 


SMITH outlined the edvertising for the coming meeting as follows: . 
Midwest Conference and Rally-~America First Party--—-National Leaders to be 
present including Captain MARL SOUTHARD of Chicago, MRS. ERNST LUNDEEN, CERALD 
Le K. SMITH—-In Kiel Auditorium Opera House; Director, DON LOHBECK; Chairman 
of Committee on Arrangements, JOE"NCESTERS—~A local committee of 500 has been 
formed, SMITH told+LOHBECK to get that to the United Press which snaps up 


everything on him, and also to the I.N.S. 


The records of the Statler Hotel show that the SMITHS checked out at 
11:00 A.M. on February 19, 1944, and the transportation desk records show that 
they took a train to Chicago. 


V. Further Details Concerning SMITH'S Speech ; 
; on February 1 
8 me by Spec ts 
and ya 


Information was received that the audience was generally made up 


of older people, and there were a number of people th who spoke with @ Gex 
man accent and were of German extraction. Agent are advised that he 
er." He further J 


heard one woman say that SMITH "sounded just like 
advised that one of the women who got up and announced ehe had a san and two 


nephews in the army was a MRS;;MACKEY (phonetic). 












spoke with e definite Germéin acc 
sttention that there was present & Tx oAaaeneees 







advised that he observed an individual wi 





later identified to - 
and also made 


P1936, is as follows: 


man language nenapaper, Agu 
NAUGUST By.HEITZLER, State Supervisor for thestiationall Union for Social Justice 
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advised that Reverend-UCUGHLIN would be present at & mass meeting on Sunday, 
August 23, to be held at the arena." e 


The various material passed out at this mecting is as follons;: 


(1) Copies of "Thee Cross. ond the Flag." 

$3) Petition to Congress in behalf of war veterans. 

3) Copy of sRAY TUCKER'S article about SMITH. | 

(4) Envelopes of the America Firet Party in which 
donations were collected. These envelopes had 
space where the individual could show how many 

- dollars he wanted to give every month to help 

carry on the organization activities necessary 
to the founding of the America First Party and 
also space for the individual's name, address, 
and telephone number. 

(5) Remarks of; BURTON K. WHEELER of Montana entitled 
: "The Balance of Power in Burope,* as presented to 

3 ¢ the United States Senate ll~16-43. This was printed 





by the U. S. Govt. Printing Office in Washington, 
but is shown "not printed at government expense.* 


VI. Miscellaneous 


Inasmuch as SMITH had announced that he intended to ask for the 
opera house for March 3D, 1944, ISAAC HEDGES, Chairman of the Municipal 
Auditorium Commission, held a hearing on the application of GERAID L. K. 
SMITH'S America First Party for the use of the auditorium and invited the 
veterans organizations to attend, Protests against renting the auditorium 
to SMITH and his Party were présented by PETER/MIRAVALLE, Chairman of the 
Post Commanders Conference, American Legion; NEAL-GPAALDO, Ciairman of the 
Americanism Committee, American Legion;, FRED EMIG, Americanism Chairman Veter- 
ans of Foreign Wars; MORRIG¢STONE,«Jewish War Veterans, and HERBERLBENJAMIN, 
State Secretary of the Commnist Party. The commission, however, permitted — 
SMITH the use of the auditorium, pointing out that the local sponsors are citi- 
zens of Saint Louis and therefore entitled to the use of the public facilites 
of the city. 


There is some indication that the opera house will not be available 
for March 30, however, the convention hall is available on that date, 


cr It has been determined tha e man named(KELLY mentioned in the 
report of Special Agent Saint Louis, dated January 28, 1944, 
ae 8 man interested in stations, is the owner of aradio | 
station in Grand Rapids, Michigang —~ 2 . 


Ws ane a | ba 
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ENCLOSURES : | To Detroit Officees.eo(1) Mimeographed letter dated Feb~ 
— , | ruary 19, 1944, on stationery 

of America First Party and sign- 

ed by DONALD LOHBECK, Temporary 


Chairman, Saint Louis Committee. 
(2) Handbill advertising SMITH'S 
' gpeech in Saint Louis on February 
17; 1944 ; 
(3) Petition to Congress in behalf 
: of war veterans. 
; (4) Collection envelope used by SMITH 
at his meetings. 





PENDING 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


THE It F DIVISION 


AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


Will furnish the Saint Louis Field Office with a list of the in- © 
dividuals in the Saint Louis district and vicinity who subscribe to SMITH'S 
"The ,Cross and the Flag,* or individuals in this area to whom he sends his 
material, if such a list is available. 


Will chec of the Detroit Field Division to determine 
the identity o GH, the "Post Dispatch" re- 
j of Detroit. It may be possible 


porter, receiv 
that RE 2: furnishing M e thought was confidential in- 
for u Gm == McCULLOUGH, in ani has passed it on to SMITH. 

















THE SAINT LOUIS FIELD DIVISION bre 
AT SAINT LOUIS, MISS . . 
_ tt Will ascertain whether (spires oe ae wanes soni mais 
i) was contacted by SMITH, or whether it was,MnS. DO 
call. 


Will keep in touch with the developments of this movement in Saint 
Louis and the individuals connected with it. 


Will conduct an investigation regarding all of the individuals men- 
tioned in the Saint Louis reports in this file and correlate the information 
in the individual files of the various subjects, 


Will determine from ONI just what investigation they are conducting | 
in this case, especially as to any contact they may have had with the "Post 
spatch" reporter, McCULLOUGH, and whether they are using him as an informant. 


tC ps 


iets 


One copy of this report is being sent to the Oklahoma City Field Divie~ 
jon for information, inasmuch as ¢REMBERT GILMAN SMITH, who has contacted Sub- 
ject SMITH, claims his permanent residence is Tulsa, Oklahoma, and also the fact 
that GERALD L. K. SMITH is sending large quantities of his material to a Preach- 
er ,WEBER,.who broadcasts from radio stations in Oklahoma and is known as the 
"Radio Minister of the soup corer 
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INFORMANTS 





Source of Information #l is a recording of the entire meeting 


on February 17, 1944, which was made =_ the 0 system of the pes 


Municipal Auditorium by Special Agent 









» who was sta oned in 
gard the conversations b 7D 


without the aid of any listening devices, 
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GERALD LYZAN KENNETH SMITH, 
with alias; AMERICAN FIRST 
PARTY 


' ; F 
fe 
te a 
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, Dates March 6, 1944 
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FOLLACK, CEANNIKG ~ 17 
phon eas 20 
Quis ONE « 23 
. RAY, ONs-— 18 
; REED, JOUN CLUB ~ | 10. 
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: OnE 5 
<3 SALTONSYALL, Ons ~ 23 
"mT SANCTUARY, UNS —~ 26 
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25 
2 
23 
18 ' 
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4,5 
6 
5 7 11,22 
uli, SuRALD LYiaaN. KANNST MRS. 1, 9, 12,15 
... ' SUITH, KeNNEM--— se eh pte oe: 
; SUIT, Ra Ge 67" 7,8,18,19 
SII, ReMBERT GILMAN —~ 1, 10, 17 18,28 
SUCIAL JUSTICE CLUB ~ 1 
SOKOLSKY, GORGE —, 5 
SOUYXHARD, KARL — 7 »8,19,22,24 
SPIRIT Of SAINT LOUIS ~ 9,10 
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SIONE, uORRIS ~ | 26 
SWsET, LEAN ~ 7 
TKRRMLL, OM 15 
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. United States Department of Dustice “ | . 
/ ee en 
: Detroit, Michigan Pee eee 
may 79 4744 ee 
: | DRA TI ANTS (hes Oates 22 
ey All INFOS ‘ ON ‘ ONT. “INED “ an sn 
wei, PERSONAL-AND_CONFIDENTTAL —~ mit Ce Cy Be poe ee ea) 
Be ; tate iS “Ey! i ASS EN : ee — } 
ere DATE» afr. BPH Pe 
Re: GERALD L. ae SUITH, was. 7 
The. America First Party 
INTERNAL SECURITY G 
SECURITY MATTER - SEDITION 
"Dear Sirs 
There is being set forth hereinaf the substance of 
information obtained ros ic aiay whose identity } 2D 
is known to the Bureau, ng the per om ApPrii 20 through May 8, 
oo 19d. v 
oe Informant advised that SMITH has been in contact with 
re ea. GERALD perio, one of the defendants in the sedition case presently 
eet being ried in washington, D. C., and that SMITH apparently had been 
inquifing of WINROD as to the progress of this case and expressing . 
the hope that the outcome would be satisfactory for nade = ae 
. { The informant stated further that fh he was under the 





wily 


[fof 
ing to SMITH the progress of that particular trial. St : 
_ been in contact with SMITH on several ocaieehe ea ea say b7V7 
; mentioned period and on these occasions s advised bord] 
as to the status of the trial. a ——— 






ae : impression that acquaintance of SMITH, was 


apparently te epincton D. C., for the pu aie: 






It is also being noted at this time that during the 
entire course of the above-named period SMITH has been very busily Sy 
engaged in exchanging his opinion with others that he contacted concem- = 


ing the possibility of DEWEY and other potential candidates defeating 


President Roosevelt in the next presidential election. [z. yf ee YB. 
Rate ? 


SMITH has been busily engaged also in con Sctingy 
various newspapers explaining his opinion to the newspapers soncemine 
WILKIE'S defeat in Wisconsin and the possibility of DEWEYbeiMAY 14 19d6 
elected president in the event DEWEY refuses to recognige the potential 
strength of the SMITH organization. 
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Director, FBI Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, was. 
May 9, 1944 The America First Party 





INTERNAL SECURITY G 
SECURITY MATTER = SEDITION 


Seg ‘ : Along these same lines, informant advised that SMITH in 
the last tew days has filed petitions with the Secretary of State of 
Michigan for the purpose of having America First Party placed on the 
next ballot in the state of Michigan. 


SMITH has also made arrangenents for various meetings 
to be held in the month of May, said meetings to be at Cleveland, 
Buffalo, Pittsburgh, Baltimore and Philadelphia, 

Informant advised that during the time of the outbreak 
of the Montgomery Ward dispute in Chicago, SMITH dispatched a tele- 
gram of congratulations to SEWELL AVERY, operations manager for the 
Montgomery Ward Company. SMITH has commented on several occasions 
that in his opinion AVERY should be president of the United States, 
Se It is further to be noted that in response to the telegram sent by 
AS SMITH, AVERY at a later date communicated with SMITH thanking him for 

his telegram. 





aa SMITH has recently been in contact with JOSEPH PER 
the Sun Oil Company in Philadelphia who apparently is the PEW who is 
regarded as a political power in the eastern section of the United States 
and at that time PEW. stated that he was interested either in the 
candidacy of DEWEY or BRICKER whichever one came to the convention 

with the most votes. During the course of this conversation PEW did 

not seem to agree with SMITH in all of his statements and stated he 
intended to visit Yashington the latter part of the month and might 

stop in to have a personal visit with SMITH. 


2) 


f 


ee 


It was ascertained that on May 7, 1944, SMITH met a 
group of his constituents in Flint and Saginaw, Michigan, with the idea 
in mind of having these individuals circulate wtitions among the people 
in the northern part of Michigan for the purpose of having the America 


ft << 
f ; First Party placed on the ballot. 

“ Informant advised further under date of May 6 that 
information had been received indicating that SMITH was attempting to 
persuade Congressman BINDURIP (phonetic) of Nebraska to address one of 

AEE the Amerida First meetings although there is no indication that the 
prope Congres has definitély acquiesced to this proposition. 


- ) Burt Very truly yours, 
JOG. Leen 


JWW:i4BB ° R. A. GUERIN, SAC 


Pe a 
z fie 
h? te 
: te 
§ > <* : “Sy t 


= 
ap 
ned 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIG, 


Form No. 1 








THis cascoricinateD aT DETROIT, MICHIGAN $24 JQ) 
\ REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE | PERIOD FOR R - b a4 
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 4-14-44 | $<23 BR" 50,31 ae re 
ee elena een, ee 
TITLE oO OM ARACTER OF CASE : 
GERALD L. E. SMITH, with aliases; INTERNAL SE. 
™é America First Party SECURITY MAT. 


— 








SYNOPSISOF FACTS: Subject and CHARLES A. MADDEN spoke at private 
meeting held 3-31-44. Meeting was held at Hotel 
Statler, Buffalo, and was bocked in the name of 
- CHARLES A. MADDEN, American Legion Post of Pittsburgh. 
to It was attended by approximtely one hundred sizty 
persons, mostly women, practically all of whom were 
members of the Economies League of Buffalo. About 


ene - eight members of the American Legion, Buffalo, insisted 
Pn ne upon entrance to the meeting and were admitted. Upon 
gt - ¢ adjournment of meeting, Dr. JOSEPH A. HAWN, Erie County 


Commander of American Legion, end PAUL WANSLEY, Erie 
County American Legion Americanism Chairman, challenzed 
conimymermeerecya, OF the right of MADDEN to represent himself as spokesman 
ee ra for the Legion, which representation was denied by 
= SMITH and MADDEN. Informante advise that SMITH appeared 
eee ae _-« womewhat at a disadvantage during the course of his, 
Cae speech, probably because of the wmexpected visitors at 
meeting. Excerpts of speeches at meeting set forth. 
Subject, MADDEN and Congressman CLARE E. HOFFMAN 


C2 scheduled to speak at Kleinbans Music Hall on 5-17-44. 2 
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REFERENCES 3 ‘Letter from Detroit to 5 4 March 16, 19446 






Report of Special Agent Sewer dated b2— 
March 27, 1944, at Detroit, - 
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of the’ Eoonomics League, advised that a closed meeting of the Economics 
League was being held at the Hotel Statler on Maroh 51, 1944. He stated 
thet GERALD L. KE. SMITH and CHARLES A,X MADDEN were to be the featured 
speakers. WE «ex: -02 that invitations to the meeting had been mailed 
ane to the members of the Eoonomios League, and that although he had not 

Dee received an invitation, he understood that it was to be very restrioted in 
- ) attendance and that it would be necessary for those attending to present 
wate” their oards at the doore 


sed that about March 1, 1944, a person J 
Buffalo telephone oe 7 
glial “Seierhonically contac @ Hotel Stetler and eaoeeteds the use ° e ad 
= i" re Pf 


“Ti timore Room for 8:00 aes on March 5) ait (it i 



















telephone ae. ~ to re eis listed for the 
fA telephone numbe : ated that he represented 
on "CHARLES A, MADDIN mart Ase rire Baat af Pitteburgh , 8 and ramiasctad that i 


In Wailty sels eV Ee Ew ES weR AS VS Em MS seyees ee 
\ the room be booked in that name. He stated that seating accomodations for 
three hundred twenty-five persons were desired. Informant advised that upon 
receipt of this call the Fillmore Room was rented for thirty-five dollars 
rent for four hours. . 







ee ee 





It was subsequently ascertained from QRS see5: usc ee ae DW 
toe that "GERALD L. Ke SMITH AND WIFE", 1753 Seyburn vane. toe Michigan, 
See registered at the Hotel Statler on March 31, 1944, at 10:06 A.M. These 
individuals occupied Room 1408. at the rate of eight dollars and twenty-five 
cents per day, and checked out of the Hotel on April 3, 1944, at 10:15 A.M. 
oe Informant also advised that CHARLES A. MADDEN, S01 South Negley Avenue, 
—- Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, checked in at the Hotel Statler on March 31, 1944, 
Se at 9:04 A.M. MADDEN occupied Room 1634, at the rate of four dollars and 


om mika nica a acs ro 
ninety-five cents per day and checked out of the hotel of April 1, 1944, a 


4:47 P.M. 







= SS ee SS ee 738 6 pred at “ihe ® Hotel Statler bre 

os el Rone ten“ =TST LM She ocouplied room 1410 at thd rate of six 

Sa dollars and five cents per day, and checked out of the hotel on April 2, 

A 1944, at 5:56 P.M. The records of the Hotel Statler, according to informants, 
reflect that SNITH cata @ total bill of $73.38, which inoluded MADDEN's bill 

of £24.96 and bill which was £14.65. 
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PEP” BEN. ‘Brie County Commander of the American Legion, 
7 Siso Deleware ‘grit vouiding at 960 Amherst Street, both Buffelo, advised 
oy. that he received infommtion that there was a meeting booked in the name of 
A “CHARLES A. MADDEN ~ American Legion Post of Pittsburgn™ to be held at the 
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Hotel Statler on March 31, 1944. He advised that he had no lmowledge that an 
official meeting of the American Legion was scheduled for Buffalo on that 
night and that he heard that subject and MADDEN were in town and thought that 
he should attend the meeting and find out what it was all about. He stated 
that he,accompanied by a few other members of the American Legion, went to 
the’ Fillmore Room at Hotel Statler at 8:30 P.M., March 51, 1944. He advised 
( that there was a woman at the door of the Fillmore Room to whom he identified 





himself and the other members of the American Legion end told her that they 
desired to attend the American Legion meeting. The woman at the door advised 
him that it was the Economics League which was holding a meeting in the Fillmore 
Room. When he advised that it was booked in the name of the American Legion 
Post of Pittsburgh and demanded that he be permitted to attend, the woman 
called JOSEPH H. STOFFEL, President of the Economics League who immediately 
came to the door and greeted @AW and invited him and hie guests to attend the 


meetings 
gaia HAWN stated that immediately after they got inside the Fillmore Roon, 
f Oe ae they were given cards which set forth at the top of the card “The Economics 
ee League $$$ An Organization to promote "Justice For All" Through Constitutional 
al Money“, and were requested to complete the card with their names and addresses. 


He stated that they complied with this and were ushered to seats. 


HAWN further advised that shortly thereafter STOFFEL opened the meeting 
by making a short introductory speech introducing GERALD L. K. SMITH. HANN 
advised that after SMITH spoke about one hour, he concluded by introducing 
ae ee MADDEN. HAWN also stated that in view of the fact that MADDEN was apparentiy 

Eee oe out as representing the American Legion, he reqectad (a 
Be 









a member of the American Legion delegation, to make notes of 
oe Excerpts from these notes will be set forth hereaftere HAWN also b77 
“( s advised that upon ceenclusion of MADDEN’s address, SMITH adjourned the meeting, 

Ps 





whereupon he and PAUL. SLEY, County Americanism Chairman, went to the front 
of the room end challénged the right of MADDEN to represent himself as a 
spokesman of the American Legion. 


HAWN stated that several of the women in attendance at the meeting 

milled around the front of the room and he thought for a few minutes that a 
squabble might ocour. He stated that trouble was averted when SMITH and 
MADDEN announced that the meeting “had nothing whatever to do with the Ameri- 
oan Legion.” He stated that SMITH added, "I have no idea how such en error 
came to be published.” SMITH then turned to HAWN end stated, "Has anything 
been said at this meeting tonight that can be considered un-American?® 

’ HAWN told Reporting Agent that he felt compelled to reply in the negative and 
did so. He stated that the same question was directed by SMITH to WAMSLEY 
and that WAMSLEY in some way avoided an arewere 


~Se 
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attended the meetin HAWN telephonically contacted 4 
, Who thereafter delivers b7v 
GERALD L. K. SMITH and CHARLES A. MADDEN, 


They are as follows: 








The Communist Party of Missouri was the leading opponent of 
our right to speak in the City of St. Louis. It was led by the 
head of the Communist Party named Horbert* Benjamine Herbert 
- i Benjamin appeared before the City Council and said: ‘I protest 
vase the appearance of Gerald L. Ke Smith and his leaders in the 

City of St. Louis', The president of the council, kmowlng hin, 
said: 'Mr. Benjamin, if Joseph Stalin came to the City of St. 
Louis, would you be willing to have him speak in St. Louis?' 


To — — 1. Po oe ee ee ee ees 


Mr. Benjamin said: ‘Yes, if JO5GDn Stalin snould come to the 
City of St. Louis, we would be willing to let him speak in St, 
Louis.* He said: I don't think it will hurt St. Louis.' The 
St. Louis Post-Despatoh said: ‘We do not agree with Gerald L. K. 


7 Smith on his principles but we believe there ie a prinoiple at 
o stake? and I am pleased to say they all advocated our right to 
ze speak in the City of St. Louis. We were well satisfied in the 


3 City of St. Louie for it was here that Wendell Willkie had 
spoken, and we wanted to lmow whether we had a greater following 


than Willkie. Willkie'ts meeting wes advertised far and wide. We 


ht & he w we sw bali — | reo mw we Te we ew @ 


sat up chairs in overeflow rooms. They put in loud speakers. 
They had a far better press; the appearance of Mr. Willkie was 
broadcast from one end of St. Louis to the other, and his appear~ 
ance was publicised in all of the papers of the United States. 
When he stood up, on the night on which he was to apeak, he had 
less than 700 people. When I stood up to epeak, and Mr. Madden 
and Mr. Arthur former oommander of the American Legion 
for the State of illinois, by actual count, not from somebody's 
estimate, but by actual checking by meter as they came in the door, 

A we had 2189 people from 14 different states in the great central 
area. 


. 


* * * 


I appeared in the City Minneapolis the other day in response to 


those who had testified against my right to spe in Minneapolis. 

When the witnesses were all through testifying against me--and there 

were seventeen of them-~I arose and said: 'There is not a single 
a question that any witness can ask me that I am not willing te 
answer. I want to take the charges that have been made against 
my patriotism one at a time. I am going to stop if I do not answer 
each one satisfactorily and I wil not proceed to the next one until 
it is answered satisfactorily.' I went down through the charges of 
these people==-most of them left wingers. 


ee Aine 
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If Homer Chaillaux, Chairman of the Amprioanism Committees 
of the Amerioan Legion, shall challenge my Americanism I will 
never ask any committee to apply for the use of the auditorium 
in my name. 


If Martin Dies, ohairman of the Americanism Committee for 
the lower House, will question my Amerioaniem I will withdrew 
any application to appear in your illustrious city. 


eee & & 


MR. SMITH (referring to Mr. Hoffman) said: His activities 
have been underscored by Homer Chaillaux of the American Legion, 


eee kek 


Mons. O'Brien said if there was ever a christian it ia Joe 
Stoffel. then I wrote my reply to the editorial of the Courier- 
Express, I told Mr. Stoffel to take it to Mons. O'Brien and I 
said: 'If he don't approve of it, don't take it to the Courier- 
mxpress.' And I wrote in that letter: 'If this appears, it 
has the approval of Mons. O'Brien and Fr. Anstett.'* 


es 2 eS 


Why did we bring Mr. Madden here tonight? Because he is an 
American Legionnaire, Fast Commander of his Legion Post, active in 
Americanism. Don't you dare impugn his patriotism. He has two 
brothers, each of whom have furnished sons for this war and both 
of those sons have been killed. We asked Mr. Madden to come over 
here--in fact, Mr. Madden arranged for this room tonight, in order 
that he might come over and give hia testimony and review what he 
knows about our American Firet activities, and you are going to 
hear him here in just a very few moments, 


I am sure that every person here wante to help the Committee 
pay the cost of this meeting. I have here something that I want 
to give everybody tonight that donates to this expense--a book 
written by en American Legionnaire, J. Edward Jones, entitled, 
*So They Indicted Met, a story of most of the details of the 
persecution Mr. Jones had suffered in Washington. Head of the of1 
pool, he resigned and branded the whole thing as Facist. Harold Ickes 
said: ‘Give him the works' so they went through his files and looted 
him for enough to send him to jail for 75 years. me day he was 
called up by ea man who said he knew a man who knew a man who knew a 
man who wanted to see him, The man came up, one coldeblooded rasceale 
He sat him down in his office, pressed a button and started a recording 
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machine. He said: ‘Who are yout! He said: "I am Eleanore 
Roosevelt's business manager, I can take you to Washington and 
introduce you to the right parties and this will never come to 
trial.' ‘How mich will it cost ms’, he said. '$25,000.00'. 

He didn't know his whole conversation and a lot more than I 

have said had been recorded. He said: 'Thie is getting good. 

I will just sit tight and see what happens.' This is all a 
matter of court reoord. In a few days a woman called him. She 
said: 'I am the wife of the man who examined your books, and he 
wants to see you.' He said: 'Tell him to come to my office 
tomorrow morning at ten o'clock. The man walked in; Mr. Jones 
pressed the same button, and he said: ‘What do you want?’ Well, 
he said: ‘when I examined your booke for the government, I 
examined them crooked but they told me we mst give you the works 
but I can give you the information which you can give to your 
attorney and you will never be convicted.’ Jones said: ‘How 
much do you want?’ He ssid: 'I want fifteen thousand dollars 
down and so mich later on.! Jones said: ‘Be at my home at 
Scarsdale, New York, tomorrow morning.e' Jones was there. He 
had his house loaded. He made the man rapeat the offer, handed 
him $16,000. in marked money, and they grabbed him en leaving the 
house. Watchmen on the lawn revealed that hie next superior in 
the New Deal was hiding tehind a tree. He ran. He was out there 
waiting for his cut. I persuaded Ed. Jones to write this down. 
He wrote it down and nobody would publish it. Finally he 
established his own little publishing firm and published it. 

I have sent these all over the United States. They contain the 
exact dioctaphone records. 


se 2 ee 


We are going to have a great meting in Buffalo. I will tell 
you more ahout it later on. I will tell you the name of the 
place, The contract is signed. 


7-2 eS 


The first thing, we are indebted to the attorney for the 

Civil Liberties Union, who is in no sense a part of our program. 
He has defended everybody for their civil liberties, for their 
sound rights--Mr. BARNSDALL, of the City of Buffalo. If he is 
here, I want him to stand up. He is that little fellow way in 
the back. Mr. Barnsdall will corroborate what I am about to say. 
Our national committee has decided to cooperate with Mr. Stoffel 
and his committee in carrying on this fight. We have lost in the 
lower court and are going to the next court; in faot we are going 
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to carry it as high as necessary in order to wine We are not 
only conferring with Mr. Barnsdall, but we are conferring with 
the most reputable legal minde in America as pertains to this 
case and we will carry the case up to the higher courts on his 
advice. The cost ig minor; there is no cost for the lawyer; the 
> sost is for copy writing and so on which will run into three 





hundred dollars, counting my trip to Buffalo. The rent of this 
room cost $35. I am not asking you to pay the expense of Mrs. 
Smith's transportation, and mine ever here; that expense is being 
born by our committee. I am sure every person who is a friend of 
ours wants to give something each month, To every person who gives 
a dollar or more I will send one of these Jones! books. 


eee ee & @ 


And also I bring out what Mr. Dies brought out. You were told 
the author of ‘Under Cover’ is a traitor and should be indicted 
for sedition. There are Legionnaires here tonight who have always 
supported Mr. Dies, I challenge the Americen Legion of this County 
to support Mr, Dies in his charge against that rascal who tried to 
prove that Henry Ford was a paid emmissary, and Senator Hiram Johnson, 
ee of California. Was Barkley sincere? Sure he was, about getting 
ete re~eleoted next fall in a state that went Republican. 





*-*e * # 


I want to say something else, The sourrilous liars that have 

been attempting to impugn my patriotism have acoused me of promoting 

, race-hatred between the blacks and whites. May I remind you that it 
was Senator Bilbo who said: ‘Drive those nigger lovers out of the 
South.* The District Attorney has written me a beautiful letter 
that is available in photostat for the Legion Poste of the American 
Legion. Let me warn the minorities. There are sinister influences 
at worke I ohallenge any Jew or friend of the Jews to cite one 
instance where I have ever promoted anti-semitiam. 


ae & & & 


pare Charles A. Madden is an honored citizen of Pittsburgh: a past 
: Commander of his Legion Post; a man whose patrictiam and Americanism 
x has never been impugned, whose two nephews have already been killed 


ee in this war. We got off on the wrong foot in this town, the only 
town in Amerioa, Our enemies rolled up lies that were believed, 
Yes, we will admit the only reason we brought this Legionnaire here 
et ie to have him stand between us and our enemies. I want Mr. Madden 


es to open, first, by quoting for you from memory the Declaration of 
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Independence. Let me tell you a little joke. He was quoting 
the Declaration of Independence for a big rally and one of our 
enemies stepped in--he was sent there to get Madden. He 
listerled in on Madden right in the middle of the Declaration 
= ; of Independence and said: ‘Listen to him, I don't like thats 





woo sounds like a dammed Nesi to me'. What he was quoting was the 
cee Decleration of Independence. I present to you this good man, 
ee thie rugged Americen, Charles A. Madden. Let's give him a hand. 
oe (Applause). 


ee ee eR HE ee ee ee 


CHARLES A. MADDEN® Mr, Stoffel, Mr. Smith, 
members and my fellow Americans: 


. My only interest in this creat nation of ours is for a 
a good government while I live and the privilege of bequeathing 
ea to my children a good government when I pass ons 


I became interested in Mr. Smith, and my only interest 
was the truth. Before I spoke for Mr. Smith I investigated every 
cena word that Mr. Smith had spoken, and I didn't take the recorde of 
EM tg the Commnist Party or somebody else who was interested in damming 
Mr. Smithe I took factual evidence, and mking any statement 
eee: unsupported by facts only affects the character of he who makes 
Be the statement. I am sorry to say that some people mke state~ 
ments unsupported by any facts, to go out and get a lot of 
publicity and then have to retract it later. I am interested 
in the government our fathers bequesthed to use , 


Rat The Constitution of the United States is an admirable 

7 document. Mr. Gladstone, who was a Britisher at the time-=- 
British Prime Ministere-said the constitution of the United 
States wae the greatest document ever struck off by the brain 
and purpose of man and would be given a place in the history of 
the world. 


I am interested in that dooument. I am interested in its 
preservation. I am interested that it will stand as a rock and 
when the flood tide sweeps over it will be atill a rock, and when 
the flood tide recedes~-and we have had a little flood tide in the 
ae last ten years--the constitution has been preserved, thank God, 

- and the flood tide is receding. 





Our fathers were opposed to tyrrany and saw it in aotion. 
When they penned that great dooument they not only protected every~ 
body who came under the oonstitution of the United States but they 
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made it a document wherein those who had charge of it could not 
use it to the detriment of the people. ‘They gave us an executive, 
a legislative and a judicial government, under which all of the 
people of the land would be protected equally under the law. 


The beginning of our Amerioanism was when Thomas Jefferson 
penned the Declaration of Independence and I, as a small boy, 
was taught in the school, down in West Virginia, to recite the 
Declaration of Independence, and I have always been interested 
in everything pertaining to the preservation of the United States 
constitution. 


I will reoite the Declaration of Independence for you and I 
hope that no one, because I do, will eay that I am attacking any 
kind or organization or other because I am only interested that 
our flag will float over this land; that no constitution shall 
be above our Constitution and no flag float above our flag. 


(Here Mr. Madden recited the Declaration of Independence. ) 


My fellow Americans, that is the day Americanism started, 
right there. Patrick Henry's address in the Virginia Assembly, 
which I also know from memory, was a while ahead of that; the 
famous ‘give me liberty or give me death’; that is all you hear; 
Patriok Henry said many things besides ‘give me liberty or give 
me death’. 


But our fathers went on to fight a war and throw off tyrrany, 
and the same people came to establish this great govermment under 
which for 155 years we have lived at peace as a unity. 


Now, within the last few years, there have been attempts to 
put a flag above our flag. 

Over a year ago I appeared before the Senate Military Affairs 
Committee and I have the document here that was put out by that’ 
Comittee, exposing this flag which some one said is the United 
States flag or the Cambridge flag or something else. (Showing flag.) 


I would like to explain to you people what this flag ise It 
ien't the United States flag. That ie a ‘Union Now’ flag of Federal 
Unionism, Inc., which has offices in New York, number 1 Fortieth 
Street, or number 10 Fortieth Street, New York City. 


That isn't the Amerioan flag. All they left us were the stripes. 


There 4s New York? New York is represented in our flag as one of 
the Thirteen states. New York isn't there. My atate of Pennsylvania 
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fen't there. Our state gave us the Deolaration of Independence, 
the constitution of the United States and Betsy Ross made the 
first American fleg in Philadelphia. Texas isn't there. 
California isn't there. Illinois isn't there, 


Now, instead of condeming us for exposing this thing with the 
gold etar, one states the star of Bethlehem which represents the 
theooreatia state, one goverment over all=-=that is what that 
flag is. I am sorry that it was represented as being the American 
flag because it isn't an American flag. The Empire State mat go} 
the State of Pennsylvania mst go, the state that gave us the flag, 
the state that gave us the Declaration of Independence, and the 
State that gave us the Constitution, end there is set up a govern- 
ment above our govermment, a union with great freedom. [I exposed 
this thing before the Senate Military Affaire Committee on April 
17, 1943. I have the document here. 


Let us proteot the flag with the 48 stars. That is our flag. 
Some people have said, 'dh, that is just the flag we made up. 
We went down to the Anning Flag people in New York, the biggest 
flag manufacturers in this nation, We went in and asked to buy a 
"Union Nowt flag and they sold us that flag. They didn't sell us 
a Cambridge flage I know what the Cambridge flag is, and I know 
well what it is; the King James and King Arthur star and oross in 
the corner, That is not the Cambridge flag (referring to flag in 
hand), that is the 'Union Now’ flage We don't need ‘Union Now! 


an | a, an - = —~ . — am OY - == 
with afiybody on the fact of this earth. 


Tne best answer to that is the fact that in 1917 and’ '18, when 
I and my comrades back there, went over to mke the world safe for 
democracy, who had to come to the rescue of the great democratio 
republic of the western hemisphere? We went over there and 
straightened out Europe's trouble. Don't let anybody tell you we 
didn't win the war because we did. It was the politicians at the 
Peace Table that lost the war after we had won it, 


This great republic here was able to go across to save Europe 
in '17 and '18, That is one reason we don't need anybody to help 
us. They have been fighting over there for thousands of years and 
couldn't eave themselves. 


Now, in 1939, when war started, it was the same old problem-= 
to get us into the war. Who had to come to the resoue? America, 
the home of liberty, the great republic, the country of a free 
goverment, free men preaching individual liberty. We are the 
people that had to go to rescue the masses that don't have the brains 
enough to keep from fighting. . 
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So why do we have to ally ourselves with them in Union Now? 
5 So instead of being at war for twenty years we will be perpetually 
ie at war. Those are some of the things we have come here to tell, 
i and I will tell that truth until death perish my name, perish ny 
bee _ liberty but let america be free; let her be independent. 





Who are some of our oritios? Mr. Winchell said Mr, Smith 

Ne jumped on this flag here in Buffalo. Mr. Winchell was uninformed. 
— If he had known the truth, I don't think he would tel] an untruth. 

He was misinformed. Somebody toid him Mr. Smith jumped on the 

American flage Mr. Smith would not jump on the American flag, 

but he would be attempting to jump on something they are attempting 

to put above our flag. 





I will tell you something about Waltor}Minchell. I will give 
you facte. In the Readers Digest of 1939 they accused us of being 

Me isolationiats; we are still isolationists, and here are two years 
that are making history. History is in the making all the time, 
Maybe twenty-five years after somebody is dead they find out 
somebody instead of being wrong was right. Here ie something 
from the Readers Digest. This is a scopy of the Ave Marie Maga- 
ee zine, the official publication of Notre Dame University. 


‘Walter Winchell has been retired from active duty in the Navy 
See because of his criticism of members of Congress who were isolation- 
ee ists before our oountry got into the war.! 


Winchell is arousing our people to war, but Winchell was a greater 
kage isolationist than any of the people he criticized. He only turned 
eS turtle when it seemed expedient for him to get on the adninistre- 
a tion's band wagon so he could continue broadcasting. 


Let's quote the Readers Digest of June, 1943, 


Once again America is playing with the loaded dice of destiny. 
Once again America is playing the old echool, but if we are to have 
another unknown soldier, let us not ask him to die for an unknown 
reason or in the mad where he will not increase America's resources. 
The last war merely ruined our fertile land. In the last war we 
loaned our gold and got gold=bricked in return, If Mr. Winchell 
jumped through the hoop at the opportune moment, as a reward he 
has been put on the inactive list where he can continue his broad=- 
casting to his heart's content. — 


ae aged Mr. Winchell was a greater isoletionist than I was. I am for 
seat co-operation with all nations. I believe what George Washington 
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believed; co-operate with all nations, covet good relations with 
all nations, but engangling alliances with none. Against the 
insidious wiles of foreign governments I abjure you to believe 
the philosophies of the people ought to be constantly awake, 
since foreign intervention is the surest way to destroy a 
republican form of government, That was George Washington. 








We are going to have a great crop of young American men 
returning crippled. I belong to an organization, two or three 
organizations, that are pledged to assist these boys. I ama 
member of the American Legion, the Veterens of Foreign Ware, 

40 & 8, and the Naval Veterans. I know what we went through. 
I know how we had to pound up the steps of the capital and back, 
pleading for the rights of the veterans of the last war. I know 
all of those thinge well. They finally were able to get through 
a little bit of legislation for the benefit of the veterans. 


Thie newspaper here is March 10, 1953. That is six days after 
the present chief executive took office. Here is the meseage. 
He started out with the Economy Act that took more from the 
Veterans; it took four times more from the veterans than it took 
from anyone else. Too often in recent history liberal governments 
have been wrecked on the rocks of loose financial programs. Ayoid 
this danger. It is too late for leisurely approach to the problem. 
We mst not wait to act several months hence, The emergency is 
acute. We mst meet it. We must meet it with resolute purpose. 
Now, the members of Congress arein agreement on economy. I. believe 
you and I are in oomplete agreement and my duty is to advise you 
as to the methods. I am not speaking to you in general terms, 
I am reading from records. . 


In other words--I am dictating to youe That was on March 10, 


Those were days when there was mass hysteria, You could propose 
a piece of legislation one day, send it dom and get it passed the 
next day. House votes five hundred million federal out. This is 
March 12, 1935, Veterans benefits slashed. Reduotion in veterans‘ 
benefits estimated at four hundred million dollars a year, partly 
to be achieved by provisions of law and partly by bread powers given 
to the President to discontime all benefits to World War Veterans 
aubject to permanent disability, This omits the phraseology ‘to 
increase the 8 1/5 out to 16 per cent’. That has reference to 
members of Congress and doesn't have reference to veterans. In 
that cut the veterans were cut four hundred millions. There was a 
cut of five hundred millions but four hundred millions were taken 
from the veterans of the last war. 
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The question in my mind is thiss Should we entrust to a man who 
made this cut on the veterans, a man who vetoed the soldiers’ 
bonus when it was passed end thank God congress passed it over 
the veto because I needed it and many others did too? Should we 
entrust~-and he has asked for the privilege of handling all the 
legislation of this war--should we entrust that to the chief 
executive to do the returning veterans as he sees fit? 


For my part, I would give him ea year's pay. I would tell 
him, when handing him his discharge, that he can go and look 
for a job for a year and if he don't find it we will pay him 
anyhow. 


I ask you people in Providence to be honest, investigate. if 
that is brought out and there is mase hysteria abroad in the land, 
people in a hurry to beat their breasts regardless of many state- 
ments that are not true, I don't care where our flag floats, let 
that flag stand for justice wherever it floats. Let it stand for 
justice between man and man, between nation and nation, for 
humanity alwayse 


I think that what we should do is, go and kmeel in calmness, 
in spirit, and pray that the spirit of George Washington mignt 
return to us." 


ee 6 £6 ek £E BE 


t 


eee | for the Courier-Express advised 
that he "happened to be on the mezzanine floor of the Hotel Statler a few 


minutes before 8:00 P.M., MarchSl", when he met subjeot. He stated he 
advised subject that the photographer and reporter were present in the bre 
hotel and requested that they be permitted to attend the meeting which he 


was holding. He stated that SMITH told him he would ad to have then p79) 
present and he was sorry that “you cannot attend", oil «:.--- that he 
explained that he was free for the evening and woul e to attend. Where- 
upon SMITH invited him, 
He told Agent that he attended the meeting and estimated that there 
were about one hundred sixty in attendance, adding that they were mostly 
women and mostly all members of the Bonnomics League, with the exception of 
the representatives of the American Legion. \__ ee that in hie speech boe 
SMITH charged that the City of Buffalo had violated the Bill of Rights of 


the Constitution in denying him the right to speak to the public in the pv 
city-operated or other commmity halls. SM:TH said that his local committees 
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would take its case to the Supreme Court, if necessarye 


. According to SMITH also stated, “I have been denied the 

privilege of speaking ate seme auditorium used by ‘BROWDER, head of 
ae the ‘Communist Party, HARKY"BIDGES, who was celled « Commnist by Roosevelt's 
| <n own ’ Attorney General and Bf ROY> CARLSON, author of 'Under Cover’ and the 

| man Representative MARTIN’DIES calle un-American.” SMITH 8 d that the 
"anerica First" atends for Amriceniem and nothing else. also told 
Agent that in hie speech SMITH declared that it was the “Le ngers end 
Fourth Dealers" who were smearing him and the America First Party. 






SMITH said the Party was for all the “necessary spending for the war 
effort, but not for the six billion dollars spent in South America, waen this 
could mean $1,000.00 if distributed after the conclusion of the war." SMITH 

poy} seid that he was ageinst any president holding office for more than two 
eae terms and that "if the Roosevelts should be divorced completely from politics 
- etait after the next election, Willkie go to Moscow and Wallace peddle milk in 
China", he would be happy. He contimued, "If only one man of the one hundred 
thirty million people of this country oan direct this nation of ours, then 


thie anuntws 42 ahant to hall ana wi cht af wall find 1+ ant at the nart 


eevee MLL Cs te © 40560 siivyv BULA HAI WAP MO FES 245i AY WKY BY Mi RY 


election." 


ao further advised that SMITH deolared that the Amerioa First has 
Oe 2k @ severn~point program. These, SMITH said, were: America First in war and 
peace; no encpoachment on National sovereignty; repeal of bureaucreatio 
fascism; fight New Deal Communism; general treatment of Veterans of Worl 
ra Wer #2; no labor draft and returmm of system of private enterprise. ae 
\ 
save 






fiso stated that at one point in his speech, SMITH related that the he 
a theological school in Minneapolis, upon his recent visit to that City, had 
asked him to dedicate a part of their library to SMITH's father who had been 
a well-known Baptist preacher in that area. He also stated that SMITH said 
that he was not opposed to any religious group and pointed out that his own 
son was a Catholic. 


dvised Reporting Agent that the American flag was displayed at 
the front of the room throughout the meeting and that during the eourse of 
MADDEN'ts speech, MADDEN exhibited the Cambridge flag, with the exception of 
the fact that there was a star in the middle of the Union Jack, and stated 
that “this isn't the American flag." 


Excerpts of the speeches of SMITH and MADDEN which were transcribed by 
EE ---- exhibited t ; whereupon he stated that, in his 
rTearnte torathar wi th nrarninge anoamrentese manda br him 
Wp ss ewe gg wMmiw BAW Ws wyYV heeted ~ bod WES We rie We Deedee ail & Wa VO e445 WW MAEVE WO MENA “J £4.50 


furnished a rather complete account of the meeting, 
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PAUL WAMSLEY, 281 Hartwell Road, Buffalo, Principal of Public School 
#61, Buffalo, and Chairman of Erie County Americanism Committee of the 
Americen Legion, was contacted and advised that upon receiving notice that 
a meeting was booked in the name of the American Legion of Pittsburgh, he, 
accompanied by MORTON P. LEVY, Chairman of the Americanism Committee of the 
Jewish War Veterans of the United States, at the time of the meeting went to 
the Fillmore Room of Hotel Statler and requested that they be granted per- 
mission to attend the meeting. He stated that a man at the door of the hall 
politely told them that it was a meeting of the Economics League and that 
it was not open to outsiders, He advised thereafter that they were of the 
opinion that Dr. HAWN wes already inside the hall and they had him paged. 
He ateted that thereafter they accompanied Dr. HAWN to the meeting. 


WAMSLEY specifically pointed out that while SMITH at one potnt in hie 
speech told his audience that a public meeting would be held by him in the 
future at Buffalo, the place and time of which he would announce later in 
the evening, he failed to make this disclosure at any time throughout the 
meeting. WAMSLEY was umble to furnish eny additional information regarding 
comnenta made by SMITH or MADDEN at the meeting. 


MORTON P. LEVY, tailor,1306 Delaware Avenue, Chairman of the Anerican~ 
ism Committee of the Jewlsh War Veterans of the United States, Buffalo, New 
York, confirmed the facts furnished by WAMSLEY. LEVY delivered to Reporting 
Agent copies of the following pamphlets which were distributed at the meeting: 

Pamphlet entitled "666 SLAVE ACT", which was the statement made 

by GERALD L. K. SMITH in testimony before U. S. Senate-Military 

Affairs Committee on February 5, 1944. 


Pamphlet entitled "ARE FOOD SUBSIDIES NECESSARY?" by 
WILLFORD I. KING. 


Pemphlet entitled, "ARE THE UPPER INCOME CLASSES GETTING AW 
INCREASING SHARE OF THE NATIONAL INCOME?™ by WILLFORD I. KING. 


Pamphlet entitled, "THE WELFARE STATE ~- DO YOU WANT IT IW 
AMERICA?" by S. B, PETTENGILL. 


Pamphlet entitled, “DESTRUCTIVE TAXATION", which was an editorial 
appearing in the New York Journal-Amerioan on June ll, 1943, 


Pamphlet entitled, "JEFFERSONIAN DEMOCRATS vs, NEW DEAL" 
by Ss. B. PETTENGILL. 


Pamphlet entitled, "I AM PRIVATE ENTERPRISE", re-printed from. 
Benjamin DeCasseres’ column in the New York Journal-American,. 


@]5e 
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Leaflet entitled, “BISMARCK'S GOLDEN CHAIN” by 
SAMUEL B. PETTENGILL. 


Leaflet entitled, “COMING CRISIS IN OIL" by 
8. Be PETTENGILL. 


Leaflet entitled, “TEN POINTS « «© eo e wo eo ee wo 
THEY COST SO LITTLE . « « « © «© © «© @ 


Toy apL BMADTH en mtr 
NGL BOE WNL OY mus 


Leaflet entitled, "LINCOLN ON LIMITATION" 


Leaflet with certificate of the "Constitutional Money 
League of America” printed thereon. 


Mr. LEVY also advised that envelopes and penoils for ocontritutions 
to the America First Party were distributed, adding that SMITH stated that 


if the Rarennea in attendanne mada larea anntri titiona thaev eould reap the 
w persons Pr 


we YW W578 es a A, Wel Cte end oa” WWE WS oe ee Ye een ‘5 wee “J rw eee aS 
pencils, 


The above mentioned pamphlets are being retained in the exhibit 
envelope of this file in the Buffalo Field Division. 





was subsequently interviewed and advised that he atten- 
ded a meeting held in the Fillmore Room of the Hotel Statler on Maroh 31, 
but that he did not arrive at the meeting until approximately 9:00 P.M. 


Aatiewarad +4 Darnnetine Avant «2 a2anr of Sop ePpnss AND THR FLAG aq for 
MUELSIUSOU VW MOPS WEE AEM Y A VP Bhs WAL ies Geta OS tO 


March, 1944, Volume 2, Number 12, which he stated were being sold at the 
meeting for twenty-five cents. Thie copy ia also being retained in the 
exhibit envelope of this file in the Buffalo Field Division. 





pointed out to Reporting Agent that he noticed a gir] in the 
front o ® room throughout the meeting and noted that she took a few notes 
during the course of the meting. He stated he was of the opinion that 
this gir] met have been SMITH's Secretary. told Reporting Agent that, 


fn hie aniwnd om uy Tr a a a thea anusse eraasnh anneaswed anweae 
4411 14 Vp ait wah MALE Bhd Mis wuBswuy wVisy WWW OW oa m8 spur wa Spyppwee~aguw ovine” 


what at a disadvantage, adding that possibly this was caused by the m- 
expected visitors at the meetings 









Kleinhans Music Hall Management, 
Ince, me cirole and 14th Street, Buffalo, New York, advised Reporting Agent 
thet JOSEPH H. STOFFEL, President of the Economice League, who resides at 

98 Comstock Avenue, Buffalo, attempted to rent the Mary Seaton Room for 


October 25, 1943, advising that the following persons would speak: SMITH, 
PR Sa CLAREHOFFMAN an ana CHARTS MANDEN. eatatead that a 


WwW F 4 ? 6 PALER hel, alwa TAL WLS A CEA Ade! he SE VS Www we wate Ww wesw 
advised STOFFEL that the hall was not available ora aa 3 date and referred 
ov 1 ¥) 


“qt 
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him to the Buffalo Municipal Auditorium, where SMITH was not permitted to 
speak. 


see "She stated the next contact she had with STOFFEL was on March 15, 1944, 
ay when he made inquiry as to when the Mary Seaton Room would be available, 

Pie ) adv that the Economics League intended to feature SMITH as a speaker. 
emai advised him that the room would be available May 16, 1944 or May 
wily » and told him to make a formal request in writing in the near future, 
in the event one of the dates was suitable. She advised that she contacted 
STOFFEL on March 27, 1944, and that he told her that the Economics League 


desired to rent the Mary Seaton Room for a rally to be held Wednesday, May 
17, 1944, at 7:50 P.M. 









STOFFEL subsequently confirmed this rental by letter dated March 27, 

1944, which letter set forth: "The speakers on this occasion will bes 
( Commander CHARLES A. MADDEN, American Legion Post, Pittsburgh; GERALD L. EK. 
SMITH of Detroits Congressman CLARE HOFFMAN is a and if unable, some 






other nationally known person will substitute, advised that the 
rental for a fourehour period would be seventy-five ars, Plus ten dol- 
lars for the use of the public address system. 


WER «2: Reporting Agent that the Mary Seaton Room seats 
ae & seven hundred ninety personse She pointed out to Agent that the Kleinhans 
2 Music Hall, while owned by the City of Buffalo, is managed by the Kleinhans 
Mugzic Hall Management, Inc., and that the City officials have no voice 
whatever in deciding to whom the hal] should be rentede She stated that she 
a was cognizent of the fact that the City of Buffalo had denied use of the 
ae Buffalo Municipal Auditorium to the Economios League tc feature SMITH, but 
ae ne pointed out that it has always been the policy of Kleinhans Music Hall to 
is in no way hinder freedom of speech, and consequently, they would have no 
basis for refusing to permit SMITH to speak in the hall. 


Sy 2 eat adie aot 





She added that, in the event SMITH or any other person makes seditious 
: statements in the hall, it would constitute sufficient grounds for their 
ee 2 refusal to rent the hall in the future. 


Vv 
We eee 
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THE BUFFALO FIELD DIVISION 


\ AT BUFFALO, NEW YORK 


Will report activities of meeting of Economios League 
echeduled to be held May 17, 1944, at 7:50 P.M., at 
Kleinhans Music Hall, Buffalo. 
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Identity of confidential informants mentioned 
in the Toregoing report of Special Agent Vis 3. 
Gated April 14, 1944, ig D7 
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A oopy of this report is being designated for the St. 
Louis Field Division inasmuch as the City of St. Louis 
is referred to in the first paragraph of the excerpts | 





of SMITH*ts sp 


eooh set out jn the foregoing report of 
Special Agent dated April 14, 1944, L Ie. 
Cc 


at Buffalo, New lorke 
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AMERICA FIRSTERS 
FACTOR IN POLITICS, 


IvTih 


SAYS G. L. K. SMITH 


To the undisguised delight of 
most of the approximately 500 per- 
sons in the Mary Seaton Room in 
Kleinhans Music Hall Wednesday 
night, National Director Gerald L. 
K. Smith of the America First 
Party heaped criticism on the Ad- 
ministration and ridicule on New 
Dealers and declared: 


“We're nationalisis, we America 
Firsters, and because we're = 


re 


the New Deal internationalists; they 
call us Fascists.” 


Mr. Smith's appearance climaxed 
Several months’ effort to get a 
hall im which to speak, the city 


refusing to rent Memorial Audi- 


*#LPi Uviitse wit Oe eee 
torium to him. 

No untoward incidents mar ved 
the three-hour meeting. FBI and 
Secret Service men, plain®Tothes de- 
teclives and uniformed -policemen 
were on hand but audience ap- 
plause was the only interruption in' 
the oratory of Mr. Smith and Mrs. 
Ernest Lundeen, widow of the late 
Minnesota senator. 


“More Congress” Needed 


Charies A. Madden, commander 
of a Pittsburgh American Legion 
Post, did not speak although sched- 
uled and no explanation was given. 
Dr. Joseph R. Hawn, county com- 
mander, and Paul Wamsley, Ameri- 
canization chairman of the Ameri- 
can Legion here, attended “to see, 


that the Legion. was not ee) 
by speakers,” 


As a fourth-term candidate Presi- | 


dent Roosevelt is open to criticism | 
and must expect it, said Mr. Smith. ° 
declaring: “We don’t need a big,: 
strong man for President, we need - 
less President and more Congress, ; 
we've had toa much President in 
the last 21 years.” 

Sidney Hillman, CIO Political 
Action leader, is Mr. Roosevelt's 
man and has raised a tremondous 
fund from assessments against 
CIO members for fourth-term pur- 
poses. 

Refera to Dewey 

He invited Vice President Henry 
A, Wallace 10 move to Russia, and 
assailed other New Dealers and 
Wendell Willkie. 





Ponies ee knows ihat the! ‘enecl on 


1 te os sags erm iyes 


next man to be President will have 
to consider the natio onalists,” Mr. 
Smith declared. ‘Gov, Dewey once 
spoke unfavorably of me but that 
was before the Wisconsin votes 
were counted—he won't say it 
again. If he can get along with the: 
Chicago Tribune and Coi. Robert 
R. McCormick, we'll get along. His ‘ 
mother in Michigan attends my 
meetings.” s 
Mrs. Lundeen assailed Columnists 
Walter Winchell and Drew Pear- 
son as “the two best-known smear 
artists today,” urged an end to the 
“ruinous international myth with 
which foreign-minded people are 
trying to crush and ruin America.” 
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. . Edgar Hoover — pirectors Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Ex - 35 Pryce an 
: CFRAID L. K. SMITH, wa 
INTERNAL SECURITY - @ 






Please refer to Suffalo teletype to the Bureau dated 
informing that a micropho rveillance was installed at the Statler Ho 
Buffalo at 12:17 a.m., ehiae:..: reczoved at 12:00 midnight that a 
It is requested that you immediately notify the Bureau of the symbol number 
designated for this survcillance and also the identity of the room covered 


by the microphone surveillance and the place where the plant for this surveil- 
lance was maintained, 
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THisicace ONIGIMATEDAT Detroit SL rue no. 100-6013 
REPOST MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE eiechiaaue REPORT MADE BY 
Saint Louis 5-20-44 51644 BS 
TITLE res CHARACTER OF CASE 
L. K. SMITH, with alias, INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
‘AMERICA FIRST PARTY SECURITY MATTER 


SEDITION 


SYNOPSISOF FACTS: = Proposed America First Party meeting for May 9, 1944, 

called off. K, Chairman, A.F.P., Saint 

. Louis, Mo., ordered to report for pre-induction physical 
exanination on May 27, 1944. JOSEPH XOESTERS, another 





“4 , 4 a | leader of the A.F.P. in Saint louis, ordered for pre- 
i induction physical examination May 29, 1944. 

a a ae caer os RU = 

ae REFERENCE s Buresu Pile No. 62-43818 

aot eke Report of Special Agent ¥ Saint Louie, 


Pee DETAIIS: At the America First Party meeting on April 18, 1944, 

et which was reported in the reference report, it was 

eae announced that there would be a meeting on May 9, 

ed 1944 at 3535 Pine Street, Saint Louis, Missouri, andi 
the main speaker would be JEEMS SMITH of the Standard 
Qd1 Company. i 


ears who is a member of the American Legion 
officer in the Musicians Union used 3535 
Pine Street for all of its meetings and when it was 
determined that the America First Party was going to 
hold a meeting there, it was decided by the owners of 
Joy. ee ole ttarhan th the America First chapde Hpe ey { . 
and thal th sho not 
“Eayy) é o Sao as e hall should be avai 7 ale a 
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SL Wo. 100-6013, 


for this organisation, However, also determined that this meeting 

on May 9, 1944 was to be cancele erica First Party as one of its 

two main speakers had to go to Washington, D. C. One of the speakers is a 
Reverend JOHNSON, who is active in the First Church of Spiritual Science, qv 
The First Church of Spiritual Science, according ‘oa has inthe 
past held its meetings at 3535 Pine Street and some woman is a member of 


that church arranged for the nesting there of the America First Party. She 
told the manager of that building that they expected one thousand people to 


attend the meeting. However, she seaued to have some difficulty in raising 
the money for the rental of the hall, 


DON LOHBECK, Chairman of the America First Party, Saint Louts, 
Missouri, was ordered to report for a pre-induction physical examination 
on May 27, 1944. JOSEPH KOESTERS, another leader of the America First Party 
in Saint Louis, was ordered for pre-induction physical examination on May 29, 
19446 


@ REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 





SL Noe 100-6013. 





UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


THR DETROIT FISLD DIVIS IOw 


At Detroit, Michigans 


Will advise the Saint Louis Field Division if it desires 
that Saint Louis cover any fubure neetings or activities 
of the America First Party. It is to be noted that the 
individual cases on the warious subjects who reside in 
the Saint Louis Field Division and who are active in the 
Saint Louis Field Division are being held open at the 
present time merely to follow these individuals’ Selective 
Service status, 
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Federal Burean of Investigation 


United States Department of Justice - 
400 U. S. Court House F 
Buffalo 2, New York 








a yay | May 18, 1944 


Director, FBI 





Re: GERALD L, x? sur, was. 


O AMERICA FIRST FARTY; 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G, 
SEDITION. 

(Bureau File 62~43818) 


Dear Sir: dwt a 


rae Enclosed is a clipping from the Buffalo rr 2 
~ dated Thursday, Vay 18, 1944. The pertinent portion of this clipping 
is the fourth paragraph which reads as follows: 
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"FBI and Secret Service men, plainclothes detectives 
dad taieecediasiasS and uniformed policemen were on hand but audience 
Boke a ya epplause was the only interruption in the oratory 
of ir. Smith and Mrs. Ernest Lundeen, widow of the 
late Minnesota senator," 


Although this meeting was covered by the Buffalo Office, 
no Agents from this office were in ettendance among the audience at 
mete the meeting referred to above. The only individual gsontacted who may 
(a2 \| have been interviewed by newspapermen was Mr. PAUL-WAMSLEY, Americaniza- 
Ase tion Chairman of the American Legion in Buffalo, but in each instance 
eee ro the Agents interviewing Mr. WAMSLEY emphasized the confidential nature 
of the Byreau'ts inquiry in connection with the activities of GERALD 


L. K. SMITH. a> ors Ca 


It is believed that the stacse @ a was made 
without foundation on the part of the Buffalo Evening News and is merely 
an example of editorial liberty. 
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DYNAMuC RALLY 


-FIVE-STATE MEETING 


Cleveland Public Auditorium 
"(MUSIC HALL) 


CLEVELAND, OHIO: 


Mon., May 15, 1944 
8:00 P. M. 


Principal se 
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IL: Mencken) "Ger GERALD L. K. ACSWITH 
Baltimore Sun (H. L. Mencken): “Gerald L. K. Smith 
is the greatest orator of this century. He begins where 
Bryan, Billy Sunday and LaFollette the senior left off.” National Director 


Lowell Thomas says: “Gerald L. K. Smith is the most 
fearless and dynamic orator in America.” - 


SUBJECT OF ADDRESS: 


_ MAKE WAY FOR LIBERTY 


Hear this sddiex and you will understand why the Communists, the Nazis, ‘and 
_the New Deal Bureaucrats hate Gerald L. K. Smith worse than any living American. 


You will also learn why he leads the most rapidly growing political movement 
in the United States. 


Among the many topics with which Mr. Smith will deal in’ bis “address will be the following: 
The “NO ELECTION” ‘Conspiracy THE INTERNATIONALISTS 








SLAVE ACT 666 “TREASON IN WASHINGTON 
BUREAUCRATIC TYRANTS - WORLD GOVERNMENT 
NEW DEAL COMMUNISTS | | ‘THE FOURTH TERM PLOT 
THE FARM CRISIS — - DYNAMIC ISSUES 


. FAT BUREAUCRATS and HUNGRY VETERANS 
OTHER SPEAKERS TO BE ANNOUNCED 
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?. AMERICA 
PEACE. 


We do not mean this in the selfish, , 
nth a social law that a hse Spas Bed 
own first. A Scripture verse says: “He that careth 
not for his own Is worse than an infidel a ms 


| was Ge safeguard our own natural Fesources. We 


ht alf attempts on the part of by ti 
traitors to give away and euhaua our national wealth 
on we foreign and international ambitions. 


words td A 
“AMERICA FIRST” te be more appropriate than 


In the winning of the war. When 
Peace comes, those whom we send to the peace table 
must be so loyal and trustworthy that their first con- 
pant will be their own America. 

@ must make sure that « 
ried are considered first. Riteiibe Ga Gace: se 
vs with immigrants and refugees. if all 

millions of foreigners to flood into: our potas they 
will take the jobs which belong to the men and womer 
in the armed services. This mus? never be, 


# No COMP Renal planners are citempting fo trick us 1 


a world government. 
meeting in Teheran, 


PN Foe ge tt 


muvee UTS being made fo 







or Casablanca, or London, 


sents an attempt fo contr 
es our daily work by government 
ton, The bureaucrats delight to 
are Nationalists, Fastists. They 
ever, that the real Fascists 
cratic tyrants of Washington. 


4. FIGHT NEW DEAL COMMUNISM. 


ed 
call those of us 


and the philosophy of 


Communists, pin 
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te Gerald L. K. Smith, 
Detroit 3l, Mich.” 


First Movement wri 


P.O. Box 459, 
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The America First Crusade Stands fer the 


MUST BE PUT FIRST IN WAR AND 


if this happens, a group of men 


Seuth Africa, will be moking laws for our people to 


ism of Europe. it repre- 
secrecy isi ube ad ‘ives as well 


ict from Washing- 


know full well, how- 
in America are the bureau- 


ka, and pro-Communists, are on the ; | 
- \ |. EMERGENCY ISSUES: — 
Fight the slave a 


* 2 eabhe all attemots 
De ) es aia = al © 
c. Expose conspiracy to stea! 


For additional information concernin the America 
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Following principles: 


Payroll of the United States Government. 
ernment bureaus take their orders from 


lieve in the Stalin system. 


5. LESS MONEY FOR FOREIGN POLIT , 
FOR DISCHARGED VET. fans spirits 
Without limiting our military forces, 
= to the promrars of interfational 
cing on. Billions are being spent on So erica 
other billions are being loosely 1 sectheredl 8 pa the = 
earth for non-military purposes, while our veterans ore | 
returning from this war, jobless and penniless. es 
Every man in the armed forces who has served more 
than one year should receive at lean $1000-—-$500 cash, 
and the remainder at the rate of $100 per month for 


five months. We are spendin on th 
clone enough to give : $1000 bonis — alia 
erans. . 


6. NO LABOR DRAFT. - : e , 


ond doh sare ond others would give us all a number | eee 
“"y. ‘RESTORATION OF THE SYSTEM OF PRIVATE EN- 
_ TERPRISE. : ee 7 
There are two outstanding enemies of private enter- 
prise: “(e) Corporate Monopoly; and (b) Government 
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DATE. 


Many gov- 
men who be- 


we should pul a 
beondoggling now 


million vei- 


nfo 


ht to keep our government in our Control. . ; 
oe A ae eee foreigner must ever be per: The poorest boy in America should be given On OF” 
ed en be rulee ¢ r people to obey. : nity to make a million dollars if he knows now i 
cae BUREAUCRATIC FASCISM. +o Sorte He mux not be Nndered by the monopoi 
3. sae et rd of world politics admit that the Washington who are usually con re Ringered by the bureauercts 


ers, and he must not 
who want everything to 


nt. und ~ 
or private enterprise is the foundation of the American 


_ It springs from the teachings of Christ. Christ 
Palieved in the dignity of - individual soul, In the 
Ivacy of the individual soul. 
the bone Issues will be emphasized m the days that are 
. iately ahead; and of course certain emergency issues 
hs ee ie daceasd, such as the current attempt to call off the 
elections. But most of what we will have to say will center 
in the enunciated principles listed above. 
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be run and owned by the gov- 
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ct--Senate Resolution No. 666. | : 
to call off the election. | 
the Soldiers’ vote. 
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The “No Efection” Conspiracy World Government 
Slave Act 666 The Fourth Term Plot 
Burecucrotic Tyrants eee end = Hungry 
New Deal Communist, The ha Crisis 
The Internatianolists Treason in Washington 

Other Prominent Speakers to be Announced. 
ADMISSION FREE 
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MERICA “FIRST RA LLY 


CLEVELAND PUBLIC AUDITORIUM (MUSIC HALL) Cleveland, Ohio 
Monday, May I5, IQ44 - 8 p. m. 


Below are six admission cards. These can be torn off and presented to friends. 
Make sure they are ALL distributed. 


This card wilt admit becrer and friends to: 


FIVE-STATE RALLY 
AMERICA FIRST PARTY 


CLEVELAND PUBLIC AUDITORIUM 
{MUSIC HALL) 
Cleveland, Ohio 
Monday, May 15, 1944—8 p.m. 
PRINCIPAL SPEAKER: 
GERALD L. K. SMITH 

Among the many topies with which Mr. Smith will deal 
in his address will be the following: 


This cord will admit bearer and friends te: 


FIVE-STATE RALLY 
AMERICA FIRST PARTY 


CLEVELAND PUBLIC AUDITORIUM 
(MUSIC HALL) 
Cleveland, Ohio 
Monday, May 15, 1944-8 p.m. 
PRINCIPAL SPEAKER: 


GERALD L. K. SMITH 


Among the many topics with which Mr. Smith will deal 
in his address will be the following: 
The “No Election” Conspiracy Treason in Washington 
Slave Act 666 World Government 
. The Fourth Term Plet 
Bureaucratic Tyrants 
F B d 
New Deal Communists “i Ee ors: use Morey 


Veterans 
The Internationalists The Farm Crisis 


Other Prominent Speakers to be Announced. 
ADMISSION FREE 
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FIVE-STATE RALLY 


AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
CLEVELAND PUBLIC AUDITORIUM 


(MUSIC HALL) 
Cleveland, Ohio 
Monday, May 15, 1944—8 p.m. 
PRINCIPAL SPEAKER: 
GERALD L. K. SMITH 
Among the many topics with which Mr. Smith will deal 
in his address will be the following: 
The “No Election” Conspiracy freason in Washington 
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This cord will admit becrer end friends fe: 


FIVE- STATE RALLY 


AMERICA FIRST PARTY 


CLEVELAND PUBLIC AUDITORIUM 
{MUSIC HALL) 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Monday, May 15, 1944-8 p.m. 
PRINCIPAL SPEAKER: 

GERALD L. K. SMITH 
Among the many topics with which Mr. Smith will deal 
in his address will be the following: 
The “‘Ne Election” Conspiracy Treason In Washington 
Slave Act 666 World Government 
Bureaucratic Tyrants cat Mcresucrars. wali Neieve 
New Deal Communists Veterans 
The Internationalists The Ferm Crisis 

Other Prominent Speakers to be Annosnced. 
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This card will admit becrer and friends te: 


FIVE-STATE RALLY 


AMERICA FIRST PARTY 


CLEVELAND PUBLIC AUDITORIUM 
ste {MUSIC HALL) - 
att Cleveland, Ohio 
Monday, May 15, 1944—8 p.m. 
PRINCIPAL SPEAKER: 


GERALD L. K. SMITH 


Among the many topics with which Mr. Smith will deal 
in his address will be the following: 
The “No ffection” Conspiracy Treason in Washington 
Slave Act 666 World Government 

Phe Fourth Term Plop 
Gureaucratic Tyrants Fat Bureaucrets and Mungry 
New Deal Communists 


Veterans 
The Internationalists | The Farm Crisis 


Other Prominent Speakers to be Announced. 
ADMISSION FREE 


I 
! 
( 
4 
I 
1 
| 
! 
I 
| 
1 
t 
I 
t 
i 
| 
I 
| 
' 
' 
I 
| 
\ 
t 
( 
| 
i 
I 
i 
t 
H 
b 
i 
1 
i] 
E 
I 
I 
t 
1 
I 
t 
1 
1 
| 


This card will admit bearer and friends fo: 


FIVE-STATE RALLY 


MERICA FIRST PARTY 


CLEVELAND PUBLIC AUDITORIUM 
(MUSIC HALL) 
Cleveland, Ohio 
Monday, May 15, 1944—8 p.m, 
PRINCIPAL SPEAKER: 
GERALD L. K. SMITH 
Among the many topics with which Mr. Smith will dea! 
in his address will be the following: 
The “No Election” Conspiracy Treason in Washington 
Slave Act 666 , World Government 


a tie T ‘ the Fourth Term Plot 
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Mr. Sp ROM.. wens e-- 
aninaccncmaaaeii en ener 
United States Department of Justice b sues Culfoy saver ereeo 


8 jay. [ re 


a Detroit, Michigan is ee — 


lor Smacy 


piretor, max age se/2/$2 BY sO ude/n— co oe 
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Re: GERALD Le x Caurtn, with aliases oa ap THED 20 
: ) America First Party A fee am jccectoete 
ee ee INTERNAL SECURITY - G Foe Gandy veeerreees 
(oo SECURITY MATTER ee ee 
SEDITION rol ; eee 
Dear Sir: 







There deitiiidiiis -: the substance of b2D 
information obtained from whose identity is known . 
to the Bureau, during the per rom Apr » » through May 21, 1944. 

The informant’ stated that during the above mentioned 
period of time the informant had not been able to secure a great deal of in- 
formation relative to SMITH’S contacts in Detroit inasmch as SMITH has spent 
a great deal of that particular time outside of the city conducting speaking 
engagements at various meetings held throughout the country. The {informant 
advised that SMITH did not intend to return to Detroit until the week-end of 
May 27, 1944. 


The info t stated further that he had received informa- 
tion to the effect that DON HBECK of St. Louis, Missouri, a follower of 
SMITH in that area, had spent some time in the vicinity of Detroit and was 
apparently following SMITH about the country acting as an aide for SMITH. The 
informant stated that he was under the impression that SMITH wanted LOHBECK to 
work for SMITH on a full-time basis to help SMITH in making arrangements for 
meetings in various parts of the country. poe coment 

ORL IC Ve 
The informant related that SMITH had been in contact with 
Senator ROBERTARYNOLDS from Washington, D. C., and that SMITH requested REY= 
NOLDS to send a telegram of congratulations to SMITH on the occasion of the 
meeting held in Cleveland on May 15, 1944. At this time REYNOLDS promised 
SMITH that he would send a telegram to SMITH at the time of the meeting. 


In a conversation with DONALD LOHBECK on May 12, 1944, Q 
SMITH advised LOHBECK that when LOHBECK was making arrangements for Sunday A 
meetings at the churches in the St. Louis area LOHBECK should not pay any 
attention to the Slavic groups but should find out about the Polish, Ge 
RECORDED. 9 = vk; <] no 


f), COFIES DEStrarcs = - FF . Bo Nhe \ 
T 


- 


eat eR ORC RIC, SORE RRS oa CNA Re IN { Sens Se Ee ae OS ate ee eas ES saree | Ba), a i ee a lead Ge club manatee ama awison Hate, RM ee ne, 





Letter to the Director 
May 23, 1944 


and Irish churches and talk to urs? STANLEY of Cleveland inasmuch as Mrs. 


STANLEY understood the situation. SMITH also suggested at this time that 
LOHBECK attempt to solicit the aid of the Lutheran churches. 





The informant advised on this date also that in a con- 
_versation with an unknown individual from Washington, D. C., believed to be 
SMITH requeste to try and make arrangements for a debate 
d at the Nation ss Club on or about May 24, 1944, the subject . 
of the debate to be "Nationaliam versus Internationalism." SMITH suggested 
that attempt to secure either BAIL, BURTON, FULLBRIGHT or Justice 
ROBER oppose him in this particular debate, 












At a later date the informant stated that he was of the 
opinion that arrangements could not be made for this debate to be held, 





| The informant stated that he had received information during 
this period to the effect that SMITH was quite enthused over the defense being pre- 
rer: sented by Attorney LAUGHLIN representing some of the defendants in the s¢.iition 
pot trial held in Washington, D. C. 


The informant advised under date (18, 1944, that in 
a conversation with an individual believed to be well-known to 
the Bureau advised BERN ‘AN that the Milwaukee auditorium was vacant 
for June 9, » for the prospective meeting to. be sponsored by the Aticiica 
First Party in Milwaukee. At this time requested advice as to whether 
or not the auditorium should be rented er a false name or whether he should 
come out openly and he was advised by DOMAN not to do anything about this 
matter until instructions had been received from SMITH. 








ss Bong these lines the informant later advised that he was 
under the impression that the Milwaukee authorities were very reluctant to rent 
the auditorium to SMITH and there was a great possibility that he would be 
unable to secure the auditorium in Milwaukee for the meeting on that date. 


Very truly yours » 
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May 22, 1944, which was attended by approxi- mv 
mately, 300 persone, Subject SMITH and Mirgp,— ee 
ERNEST LUMDEEN made addresses. Gist of such , C_ 
epeeches set out and indicate anti-Communist, Pikesrene! 
anti~Rocosevelt and anti-~international views | 
with emphasis placed on winning the present ~ 









War promptly and bringing back the American — 

pone soldiers rather than for them to sct as eee 
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sin May 22, 1944, GERALD L, K. SMITH of the Anerica Fkre 
1¢ he foes held a meeting at the Alcazar at Baltimore, =z 
aie Of eal cs ryland, which was scheduled for 8:00 PM. However, rear 
V KEN ui SM asa not actually get under way until 8:20 PH, at which 


- time tle re were approximately three bundred persons in <e 
Gy, the hall, This audience included about half a dozen k i 
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The meeting was opened by w Mre. ELEIN (phonetic) who stated she was the 
head of the newly-form ue Star Mothers Committee of Baltimore, Maryland, 


and she introduced GE L. K. SMITH as the principal speaker. It was 


noted that there were eleven men aleo seated on the speaker's platforn, 

These individuals were referred to as members of the local committee for 
the America First Party; however, their names were not furnished at any 

time furine the meeting. 


Mr, GERALD SMITH emphasized that this asetiae wac of an organizational 
character and wae not a popular expansion meeting and accordingly cautioned 
the press to keep this in mind and not to refer to the meeting as being a 
"dud" just because there were not a tremendous number of parsons present, 
He commented on the fact that his organization had had a relatively 
inauspicious start in other locations of the country in earlier days so 

far as numbers of persons interested were concerned, but went on to point 
out that in the state of Ohio they now had 300,000 members, and as such, 


they held the belance of power there, He also indicated that due to 


WENDELL WILLKIE's opposition to the America First Party in Wisconsin, 
WILLKIF had been defeated thoroughly in that state in hie recent primary 
candidacy. 


Mr, SMITH was particularly out=-spoken ageinet what he termed the bureau~ 
cratic dictatorship in Washington and cited the fact that during President 
Roosevelt's terms in office, the Federal Government had spent more money 
than during all of the previous terms of all other presidents of this 


.  Gountry put together, He again brought out the fact that BERNARD. CH 


had given a party for RARRY HOPKINS and his wife at a very elabora 
cost et the same time that the Government was insisting that the public. 


. generally must tighten its delt, 


Mr, SMITH also indicated that President ROOSEVELT had recently been sent 
to BERNARD BARUCH'g estate in the South 60 as to keep him within the 
influence of such persons, 


He also commented in a sarcastic way that D-Day had already arrived since 
Mr, ROOSEVELT's Army hae now taken Montgomery—Ward, This comment brought 
considerable applause from the audience, He also remarked that the Cons- 
titution of the United States was thrown into the streets when they threw 
Mr, AVERY ont of the Montgomery=-Ward plant. 


The second issue which Mr. SMITH emphasized in his telk was Communisn, 
He commented that the Communist Party was being suppressed aa a political 
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unit by the Communists themeelves due to the fact that they found that 

the Democratic Party was doing more for them than BROWDER was. Also he 
indiceted that Vice-President Wallace wae aleo entirely too favorable to- 
werds the Communists and stated that Mr. Wallece had made an address in 
which he had steted that, "When the Revolution comes, he hoped there would - 
be as little blood shed as possible." He indicated that he regarded Mr, 
Wallace as a atooze for Premier Stalin,s He also brought out the fact 

that he was strongly opposed to SIDNEP*HILLMAN, whom he regarded as a 
present favorite of the adwinigtration in Washington, and explained his 
opposition tc HILLMAN as being founded on the fact that HILLMAN was entirely 
too pro~Russien and Commonistic and not because of the fact that he was 

a dew, He cited in thie respect that the right wing of the American Labor 
Party had previously stated that HILLHAN was a Communist, and when HILLMAN 
firet came to this country he was refused admission into any union because 
he was too radical, ; 


SMITH also brought out the fact that since HILLMAW had been appointed 
to manage the politicel finances, the unions were assessing their mexbers 
for quite large amounte and cited the fact that a CIO union in Detroit 
Which bad nine thousand memberg had been recently assessed the sum of | 
$44,000.00 as its political contribution, and that such sum had to be 

. eontributed regardless of the individual political views of its members. 


_ Mr. SMITH indicated he felt there was a Marxist—dominated bureaucracy — 
in Washington and by way of criticism of Russia, brought out the fact 
that there were millions of Chrictians in concentration camps in Russia, 
He also commented that the Polish priest who had recently bean to see 
Stalin and who was the subject of considerable newspaper publicity *. 
recently had made the trip in question as a result of plane worked out - 
by SAX ROSEN and Precident Roosevelt and that this development had been 

_ worked out with a view to capturing the votes of persons of Polish | 
extraction in the 1944 Presidential election, ~~ : | 


“-:> During the speech, be aleo commented that Secretary of the Treasury _- 
- Morgenthau was desirous of starting a world bank and that contributions ..-._ 
to the world bank would Se based upon the amount of gold which each 7 : 
country possessed, Inthie respect, Mr, SMITH commented that in view. | 
of the fact that we possess practically all the gold, we would be expected. 
to supply practically all the capital without obtaining proportionate 


— Comment was also mde by Mr, SHITH to the effect that under the proposed. 
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plans tor. a world soputetise whi ch would require an international res ae 
force, our soldiers would be kept all over the world after the war was 
over and he did not feel this was proper or in accordance with the desires | 
of the soldiers or of the people of this country, He also commented that. 

, this country was supplying theee~fourths of the soldiers who are eeroad 2 
' and specifically cited that no soldiers had been sent abroad by Mexico | cot eee 
' or Brasil, although they were se ieciiiadapd ansolved in the war ane ee as ae ee 
beni ae thie Country s a ee ae ee por . ae 


* z ee 7 
SF ays) sect ‘aa ‘ = : 
set . tows , : 


«ws Pi aa ws 
Be also indicated that 1 wae : his deutes ‘tat this Sue win” the’ var ’ 
ae promptly as possible with the assistance of Russia, China, and Pelend, aoe 2 
but stated that these countries were not democracies, and accordingly, | te alan 
we should not be tied up irrevocably with them, To give emphasis to his® ae 
point, he called attention to the status of India and the method of hand” ee 
oe conditions in trevana ois the Black and Tan Regine. 3 eee Pe ee 


vr, SMITR also ‘omasated that he was ‘Geetie: to understand ul the Jews ? a ae 
' were generally opposed to him and the America First Party, in view of the 
fact that he has never eaid anything anti-Semitic and commented that in - 
his opinion, the Jews should endeavor to dvecome prominent in the ‘Anerica — : 
_Paret Party, because America ia the best country in the world for then, cae © 
,, and the aims of the America Firet Party to continually look out for .¢ ee T- 
oS American interests Tiret would - Cdrectly favor the one of coursds Bee 


“L, >» oo 
ee Ll 








Be also consented that’ an a recent ecasak Governcy DEWEY of New Tonk 
> When speaking before a Jewish group, had spoken quite scathingly of : 
. the America First Party and had referred to them as "rodents," In: - 
0. ‘his connectlon, he stated that he hed promptly protested to dovarnor. 
7-2 DEWEY end implied that he had received assurance that such would not”: 
“7 @eeur again. However, Mr. SHITE commented that if he could make an error. Es 
of that sort in the past, he would be apt to make another, and he also ° oe 
 inddeated that he doubted if DEWEY would be able to obtain the Republican’ 
7) Momination in view of that error, He also indicated that the moet united © 
‘> “. -wotes in the United Staten today are those of ‘the members of the Amerita” 
2” First Party and the Republican party could not. win without their support. . 
rae ¢ contrast, he cited that the most solid votes which President Rote vel: 
~. has are those of: 
pee HILLVAN and BAR 


Oe ~ ; os ee a #7 rte a 
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could merely out~Roosevelt Roddavelt and try to a ansendeentes more money 

4n South America than ie being done at the precent time, He also indicated 
that if the Republicans did not nominate a satisfactory candidate, that 
Was acceptable to the America First Party, then he himeelf might be a 


candidate for President. He also indicated that the Party would hold 


a national convention in Detroit so that they would be in a position to 
exert pressure upon the Republican and Democratic parties the same as 
any other pressure group in the country. He also indicated that the 
America First Party must lay deeply its foundations for a nationalist 
party and stated that the interest of four groups in the country must 
be satisfied, citing these groups as follows: (1) war veterans, 

(2) the workers, (3) the farmers, (4) independent businesenen. 


To satisfy these four groups, he siopoued the following programs For 
the veterans, he advocated a one thousand dollar cash bonus to each 
veteran who had been in service for over one year and aleo advocated 
that farm lands presently owned by the Government be opened to such 
veterans ae homesteads, In this connection he stated that the Federal 
Government now owns enough’farm land through foreclosures to cover the 
area of twenty states Bf this country, 


For the workers he cited the institution of seotiindecing systems 
similar to those in effect at the Lincoln Electric Company of Cleveland, 
Ohio, and the Jack and Heintz Company should be followed so that the 
workers would receive from $15.00 to. $25.00 per day. In this respect 
he cited that the Lincoln Electric Company workers have had a profit- 
sharing plan in effect for the past twenty years and that during the | 
past year their earnings had averaged $6400, OO per worker and that these 
workers produceé four times as much goods as did their competitors, 


For the farmera he stated that the plan was to pay them a bonus for 
dietribution and to clean up commodity monopolies and international 
bankers, «3 he said there had never been an Over-supply of anything 

that was produced on the farm when the actual needs of the world's ’ 
populetion: were taken into consideration, . 


As to the small Sig idiasinea: he stated that papel of all sorts 
should be outlawed and bureaucracy interference with business should — 
de eliminated, He claimed that as a result of the present adminis- 
tration's tendency to favor large concerns, over 260,000 omall 
businessmen have been obliged to @ out of bueiness., . 
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He closed his speech with the emphasis on the point that the soldiers 
should be brought home immediately after the war is won and that this . 
country should maintain a great national defense and a two-ocean Navy — 
and should not be interested in setting up a world nation where this 
country would merely be subject to the desires and wishes of other — 
countries, 


SMITH then introduced Mrs, ERNEST LUNDEEN, the widow of Former United 
States Senator ERNEST LUNDEEN, whom he explained had been killed ina 
mysterious airplane explosion sometime ago, Mrse,. LUNDEEN delivered 
her address through reading from a manuscript and it was exvlained by 
Mr, GERALD L. K. SMITH that she would read from a manuscript due to 
the fact that the point she was going to discuss contained dangerous 
things and that the ont safe way was to have it read from a prepared 
manus¢eript.e 


Mrs, LUNDEEN stated that she viewed it as the principal duty of everyone 
at the present time to concentrate on winning this war as soon as possible 
and went on to emphasize that all of her remarics which she wae going to 
meke were to refer to the post-war era or to the era prior to the 

current wer, However, it ie to te noted in this respect that during 

her talk, various points were discussed which could only apply to the 
present day situation, 


Mre, LUNDEEN emphasized that isolationism was the basis on which this 
country was originally founded and through which it acquired ite 
éreatness and asked the support of the audience in destroying the 

myth of internationalism, She mentioned the United Nations Food Con~ 
‘ference that was held in Virginia sometime ago as an instance of what 
happens when internationaliem is allowed to run rife, and pointed out 
this conference, which had to do in large meanure with the disposition | of 
“Pum on f wo A a ee Se ew S| ear = menheases 


Too raised in this country, was kept cont idential even from menbers of 


Congress and news men, which, she stated, was entirely improper. 


She also stated that she felt that her son and sone of other parents in 
the audience ehould have a right to eay whether they desired to police . 
forsign coumtries after the war is over. She also stated that Europe 
had alwaye been a battle ground and that we had missed many European 
wars ag a result of minding our own business, and that she regarded 

it as preferable that we endeavor to mke our own citadel impregnable, 


She ales stated that war costs moner and that this ons 4e going te eoat 
sts monsy ana 28 gos.ne Ws 


billions and billions, but that the greatest hurt of all would be the — 
casualty list; but they will finish the job and after the war is over, — 
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. they should restore the old type of America, She aepek that there de 
‘RAO recurrence of the conditions such as existed at the conclusion, 
of the firet World Var, with ite large unemployment of veterans, etd. 


‘She went on to cite that the present war or cost us already three 


times as much as it has cost Germany, ten tines as much as it has cost 
Italy, fourteen tizes as much as it has cost Japan, and five tines as 
much as it has cost Britain, She attributed these figures to the 

New York State Economic Council, 


Mes, LUNDEEN also explained that her interest in the America Fire’ 
Party and her fight for the principles adopted by that Farty were 
merely continuance of her late husband's fight back in 1919 when he 
epposed the. League of Hations, . 


She also ‘commented dieparagingly on the interests of the English 
people and the English Government in the results of the Presidential . 
election in this country and cited an article in a publication of the 
Churs’s of England which definitely stated that England could not help 
but be vitally interested in the results of the Presidential election 
Zn this country, She also brought out the fact that there wre 
580,000 refugees who were secure in this country and asked why they 
should have protection here, "When our own sons are sent over to fight 
for them, Why shouldn't they be sent over to do their own fightingt® 
She also commented on the fact that $586,000,000 worth of lend-lease 
supplies had been shipped from this country prior to Pearl Harbor 

and indicated that this activity on the part of the government had | 
occasioned the loss of the Philippine Islands to Japan, She indicated 
that President Roosevelt's policy of helping other countries had 
stripped our own Army andi also blamed the foreign policy of the State 
Department under Secretary Hull whioh had permitted Japan to acquire 
war materials with which to fight China and ourselves and yet had 
invited the Japanese attack hy our note of November 26, 1941, which | 
virtually was an ultimatum, She attributed this last remark to an 
editorial source which she did not identify, but cited it as a reason 


“as to why no one should be in favor of a fourth term for Roosevelt. 


She also commented adversely regarding the "boondoggling® as she 
termed it, in the endeavor to buy good friends and neighbors in South 


America and in this respect commented that good friends and neighbors 


do not have to be bought. She also commented on the fact that in 
July, 1939, her late husband had made a speech inquiring why we did — 
not endeavor to obtain permanent posseesion of islands located up to 
1800 miles off our coast for use as permansnt military bases, and on 
July 6, 1940, her husband had made the suggestion in the Congressional 
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auim Baaawl aa me __ bh _ , 


gues i warious foreign countries affected should turn ever 
untry the pertinent islands involved as a part: payment of the 
war debts due to this country, In contrast she cited that today w 
now have only long-term leases covering out use ef such military bases 
and are paying enormous sums of money for their use, It was also 
noted that Mre, LUNDEEH wae quite out-epoken in her criticiem of the 
| columnists WALTER WINCHELL and DEEW PEARSON, whom she stated ware 
ee mere character essassins, 
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bese avasiahle: tee ave roa “4nterested persons pe of the Scae ty EDWARD 
: ; JONES, “And So Thay Indicted Me" which was on sale for one dollar, and 
the publication of the America First Party entitled, "fhe Cross and 
the Flag," for twenty-five cents, There was also a ealendar for 1944 
which incluies a photograph of GERALD L. K. SHITH and his fanily. 

A copy of *The Cross and the Flag? Yolume #3, #1, for April, 1944, ws 
obtained and is being furnished to the Bureau, together with a cony 
of America First Principles advertizing the meeting of May 22, 1944, 
and cards being passed out for general distribution regarding the 
America First program and inviting the individuals to write to the 
Averica First Party at Detroit, Michigan, for further details, 





peeves It is also to be noted that during the mooting in question, GERALD 
: le Ke SMITH asked for contributions to be made and indicated that 
| these contributions were for the purpose of paying the rental on the 
bam : hall and urged that everyone contribute as much as he was able. He 
eee | : specifically urged contributions of from one dollar to twenty dollars 
cr and urged that no one give a nickel, because if they could not afford 
el more than a nickel, then they shoulf come to him and he, SMITH, would 
give them a nickel, 


eee Tn view of the fact that no further investigation remains to be 
ae ducted in this Field Division, this case is being considered BUO'd, 


BICLOSURES TO THE BUREAU: Copy of "MS Kross and the Flag," Apr., 1944; 
‘Information card on Party; Copy of America First Principles. __ 
= REFERRED UPON COMPLETION 70 THE OFFICE OF ere = i Re 
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Assistant Attorney General Tom C. Clark 


Jy Edger er — Director Federel Bureau of Investigation . 
Lae LIL “Lf / ak 
2’ GERALD LS it with aliases; 3 ; 
awe THE AMERICA FIRST PARTY » me 
uP INTERWAL SECURITY; SEDITION fi 
a * g- . 
‘fre? Por your further information and consideration in this case the ote 
is atteched a copy of on additional report submittec by Special cent i = 


at Beltimore, Maryland, under dste of May 29, 1944. 





Also attached is a photostatic copy of the March, 1944, issue of ‘ 
subjoce's miblicetion, "The Cross und the Flag*,. 
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wi nGeaixoe FACTS: On Hay 15, 194 at the Public Auditorium, Cleveland, 
Ohio, GERAID L. K. SMITH addressed approximately 
1600 persons. SIITH remarks followed his usual 
trend. Other speakers were HARHY“ROKER, America 


_— First leader, Greenville, Ohio, RUEBET LER, 
ae Secretary of the Farmers' Guild, and Mrs, ERNEST 
ie ) { SNDEEN. 
at > - RUC - 
ENCE: Bureau File #62-3818. 
: ; eee ee ; << 
letter from the Detroit Field Division dated vay> > 
7 » 194). st = oan 
lee At 8:00 Dem. ON hay 1s, GERALD L. K. SMITH, 
National Director of the-America First Party, addressed 
an audience of approximately 1600 persons at the 
foe Lea Public Auditorium, Cleveland, Ohio. To gain admission 
f o to the hall, it was necessary to present a card of 
Weg admission. On the platform in addition to SMITH was 


Krs. DAVID STANLEY, President of United Mothers of 
America, Cleveland, Ohio; hirs. PHILIP HMONREAL, Vice 
President of the same organization; bhirs. ERNEST 
LUNDEEN, widow of Senator LUNDEENs; RUEBEN RINDIER, 
Secretary of the Farmers' Guild; HARRY ROMER, America 
First leader, Cleveland, Ohio, and Reverend Doctor 
L. L. MARION, Pontiac, Nichigan. This meeting was a 
five-state meeting of the America First Party. 
_meeting was opened by Reverend Doctor L, Ly"FARION 
be “of Fontiac » Michigan, ; 
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Doctor HARICN stated the meeting had one purpose and that was to 
further the crusade of the America First Party. He stated this meeting 
represented America First support in the five states of, Onio, Indiana, 
Pennsylvania, Michigan and New York. Doctor MARION introduced GERAID L. K. 
SHITH, stating that he had known SMITH for 25 years; that he was pure as 
gold and that he was the only man in the United States today that had the 
intestinal fortitude to face a concentration camp and a threat of imprison- 
ment for speaking the truth as he sees it. 


At this point GERAID L. K, SIITH took the rostrum and announced 
that the America First Party is presently carrying on a nation-wide tour 
and announced the following meetinzs; Wednesday, May 17, 19lh, meeting to 
be held in 3uffalo, New York; Thursday, May 18, 194), meeting to be held in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; ifonday, May 22, 194, meeting to be held in 
Baltimore, Maryland; Thursday, May 25, 1944, meeting to be held in 
Philadelpnia, Fennsylvania. 


SKITH stated that the America First Party was growing by leaps 
and bounds and was to be the coming party in the United States, He stated 
that two years ago the Comaunists and the New Deal tyrants expected to lock 
up GERALS L. K.SiITH and disband the America First Party, but the fact that 
they were able to have such a successful tour showed where these persons 
were wrong. He stated that several months back he had set up a plan of 
victory in 15) with three points; first, to retire all ROOSEVELT's public 
life, gecond, to send WILKIE to Koscow, and third, to make HENRY WALLACE a 
milkman in China. He stated that they had been successful in the last two 
points and they hoped, and he felt sure, that they would be successful in 
removing the ROOSEVELTS from public life. SiITH stated that he has been 
criticized for speaking against the President of the United States in this 
manner, but he stated that if he is wrong in talking in that manner, it is 
worse for President ROOSEVELT to run for third tern. 


SUITH then outlined his tour through Wisconsin prior to primary 
elections in that state, and attempted to show to his audience that he had 
been primarily responsible for the defeat of WENDELL WILKIE. S!oTH stated 
that WILKIE himself considers the America First Party to his defeat. SMITH 
at this point asked the audience to rise and sing the first and last stanzas 
of America, Pledge Allegiance To The Flag, and recite the Lords Prayer. 
SIITH then introduced Reverend Doctor L. L. MARION, Pontiac, liichigan, who 
had failed to introduce himself at the time that he nad opened the meeting. 


SKITH praised Doctor MARION for breaking up the Communist clique 
who controlled the OPA in Pontiac, Michigan, advising that the OPA had 
refused to give Reverend NARION gasoline and had attempted to dismiss his 
case by stating that there were too many preachers in the United States. 
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SNITH advised that MARION nad carried the case to Washington and had defeated 
the CPA board at Pontiac, Michigan, SMITH stated that it seems to him "that 
if you are on the right side of politics, you can get all the gasoline you 
want", 


. SMITH then stated no matter who wins the election, the day of the 
two parties is coming to an end. He stated that even if the Republicans are 
siccessful, they have not set up their policies so that they are able to 
carry out the organization for goverment as the people really want it. He 
said the greatest danger to the United States today is the Cormunists, who 
are ready and have organized in the schools, the shops, in the pulpits and 
are ready to "j:oscowize America" at the first chance. 


TASS eee eee hat Ln Tren arslia malate = 


SLITH announced that he had rented 4 hall in Washington, D. °. on 
the 24th of Kay; that he had challenged nes of the Internationalists of 
washington for public debate inasmuch as he wants to air the public policies 
of these persons who are giving our money to foreigners. SMITH stated that 
his representative in iiashingtcn had contacted several of the officials in 
the New Deal Government but they had ail refused to debate. 


SHITH pointed out that the large vote polled by MARTIN L. SVESNEY 
in the recent government primary in the state of Ohio was a reflection of 
the power that the America First Party had in the state of Ohio, and he 
stated that America First Party had the balance of importance in Chio and 
that no one could be elected who attacked the America First Party and 
repudiated them. 
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Cleveland Press, for the "smear campaign" tha 
the United Kothers, stating that the only crime 
cormitted were being for America first, 
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SHITH then attacked the AAA, stating that an attempt was being 
made to coerce all farmers in Uhio to join this organization. He advised 
that the AAA had given all the farmers a quota of wheat to raise and if they 
exceeded that quota, they would have to pay the government $.49 a bushel or 
plow the excess wheat under. He stated that unless the farnars joined this 
AAA or fell in line with this New Deal policy, they were refused gasoline 
py the OPA boards and refused deferments for their employees by the draft 
board. SMITH attacked this procedure as a gigantic scheme to whip the 
farners into line by the Washington bureaucrats. 


SVITH at this time introduced HARRY ROMER, a member of the 
Farmers! Guild and America First Leader of Greenville, Ohio, 
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ROMER attacked the American press and stated that it was "rotten 
to the Corey not morally rotten but rotten in trying to keep the Communist 
trend in Washington anda that the papers in this country could no longer be 
believed, RO@ER stated that in his opinion GERALD | 'SUITH is a better 
American than FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT and ELIZABETH DILLING was a better 
American than ELSANOR ROOSEVELT. ROLER attacked WALTER WINCHELL, stating 
that he is attempting to create disunity and his interest is mainly in pro- 
moting a fourth term. ROER was bitter in his attack against the AAA and 
the New Deal and stated that the only salvation for the United States at 
this time was the america First Party. 


S?ITH then introduced RUEBEN RINDLER, Secretary 0 of the Farmers! 
Julld who spoxe briefly and attempted to expose the method of operat ion of 
the AAA, inasmuch as they refused to give him machinery and tried to limit 


him to the amount of crops he could grow, 


SITH then introduced Mrs. BRNEST LUNDEEN, widow of the late 
senator HUNDASU, who read a preoared speech in wiich she attempted to show 
that the aims of the America First Party today were the same as the aims 
of the America First Party in 1919. She stated the fight today was the 
Same as during the Firstiiorld Jar and that was a fight against unscrupulous 
voliticians giving our country away to the Internationalists. She read 
certain newspaper clippings that show that her husband had led the fight 
in 1919 for "America First" and she stated that he had died a martyr to the 


cause and that GERAID L. K, SMITH had risen up to carry on the crusade. 


SiITH again took the rostrum and stated that THOMAS L. DEWEY, 
Republican President Candidate, had stepped out of line and had insulted 
the America First Party. SNITH stated that when he had protested against 
this he had been contacted by several influencial friends of DEWEY and who 
requested SMITH not to abandon DEWEY at this time but that he had only made 
the speech in qestion, in which he had insulted the America First Party, 
because it was recessary to do so to line up certain persons along the 
Bastern Seaboard. SMITH advised the assemblage that he was going to be 
magnanimous in the above matter and that he would let THOMAS L, DEWEY have 
one more chance, but if he again insulted the America First Party, he would 
lose their support and in that way would lose the Presidency of the United 
States. 


SMITH then asked for the authority to call on ROBERT MecCORIMICK 
or BURT WHEELER or some other candidate that he would choose to run against 
DINEY if DEWEY did not stay in line. SIITH then attacked ROOSEVELT and 
Attorney-General BIDDLE for the action in the recent Montgomery Ward 
controversy and stated that these two men had dumped the Constitution of 
hmerica into the street the day that they dumped AVERALL SEvELL into the 
street. 
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SMITH then quoted the five major points of the America First Party 
which it advocates. They are as follows: 


1. One thousand dollars to every veteran in this war when 
mustered out. (less money for foreign politics, more money 
for American veterans) 


2. Ten dollars, fifteen dollars, twenty dollars per day for 
workers by instituting profit sharing as practiced by the 
Jack and Heintz Company and Lincoln Electric Company of 
Cleveland, Ohio. 


3. Cash bonus for farmers for production rather than for 
destruction; increased prices for farm commodities to be 
maintained by distribution performed and by a clean-up 
in our money system would produce an abundance of butter, 
meat, milk, etc. 


4. Restore private enterprise by outlining monopoly and 
eliminate bureau interference with business. 


5. No foreign policy, no world government, no international 
bank, a strong national defense, trade with ail nations, 
permanent alliance with none. 


SLITH then attacked the Good Neighbor policy stating that this 
country spent :j6,000,900,000 on Latin iimerica in order to buy this friend- 
ship and stated that this practice snould be discontinued and that the 
money spent on the returning war veterans. 


He stated that small business was being crucified by monopolies 
and Bureaucratic interference, and that less than 66 per cent of small 
business had received war contracts throughout America. SMITH then launched 
an attack against the "International Police Force'which they planned to set 
up to satisfy the whim of CHURCHILL and STALIN. He stated the United States 
should maintain a strong Army and Navy and they should not use it to protect 
anyone else, and that we should make no permanent alliance with anyone 
whatsoever. 


At this point in the meeting SHITH itemized the expenditures in 
connection with the cost of the meeting and estimated it to be about 51,000. 


. SMITH requested donations to offset these expenditures and to aid him in his 


crusade against the New Deal, 
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The following literature was passed out at the meeting: A public 
statement by the United Mothers of America. Tnis is a four-page statement 
which was issued by the United Mothers of America in which they attempt to 
refute the charges brought against them by the Cleveland Press. They also 
passed out blank membership application for the United Mothers of America 
in an attempt to get persons to advance money to aid the United Mothers 
in combating this "smear campaign". 


At the time the meeting was disbanding, certain individuals passed 
out literature sponsored by the Peace Now Movement, 20 Berkeley Street, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. Upon seeing this, SMITH again took the stand and 
called his followers back to the hall and advised them that this literature 
= ei being passed out with his authorization; that ne was not sponsor 

or ° 
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- For your further information there is attached a copy of an 
ee additional report submitted in this case by Special icont 
| si aca hio, off June 1, 19). ; 


bie 


paerosare \ 





a ML mergnee aT CoN MINED 
-— PEIN 1S WUE eae 
und MME ea/zieae ON 


we chy 
oye - 
‘ et Moe ae 
ca ree 





tet 
coffay. meer iene ET tae rn oe Vig Fy 
4 ae" viata beet ins an PIG Za \4 | oe 


Ladd che wha: me 

Nichols - ay 
Rosen. fe 6 Pik a ae 
Tracy at * hee Fy . a ose + fea 


fers TY H WQAD 























ER GRR RAS RANA RGSS 





Co cee aan ee oe Shee 
, 


mm isdunctaadec! Wh - 
ff 
¥ 
* 
oS ek ee 
. A at om 


( eS __ oe ee 






FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION , 
Tus caseoricinatepar DETROIT, MICHIGAN BY... 100-19707 MFK 
EW YORK CITY 6/3/44 | BIBRA 
GERALD sree tata with Dear INTERWAL SECURITY - G 
Gerald vou Smith, Gerald L. xi/Schmidt; SECURITY MATTER 
fi JAMERICA FIRST PARTY SEDITION 


j 4 
er } SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


confirms previous statement 
6 gave concerning subject's activiti 
Claims SMITH told him of meetings with 
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pv 
SMITH's ‘apartment on one other ot¢¢asion. Maintains 
, told him 
he had ‘and his advisers 


LOE and Peporced the ead a. 
\ heb d -RUC- 
REFERENCEs Bureau file Noe 62-43818. 


Bureau letter to the New York Field Division, dated 
October 15, 1945. 


pe . Report of Special agent QD. dated May 31, }7C 


1943, at New York Citye 


es DETAILS: AT NEW YORK, an YORK 
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6 waic that the taeoraattan contained in this statement would 
ps much more accurate than any information he could furnish at the present 
timee He explained that the above referred to statement was made at a 
time when his recollection of the facts was clear and that much of the 


material contained therein was verified by a diary which he kspt. This 
diary is in the possession of It will be recalled that 
the contents of the above-mentioned statement were reported in the report hed 


of Speoial Agent dated May 31, 1943, at New York Citys 


was shown the statement which he exeouted for 
» Which purports to be ths statement ¢ is and he 
readily. tted that he is the author of ite He said 6 alias was bf Ie 
used to protect his icentity from other perscns heaving access 

to informetione read the entire statement in the nresenes 
of the writer and oonfirme ormation which it contains. He claimed 
that all of his information is based on personal knowledge and that ‘t is 
absolutely truee 
























atemont conoerning SMITH's assooiation 








@ membership of the GermamAmerican 
which 1 was ae. oa anda, ion he 


was desirous of taking OVe 
Bund into the Committee of One 
messed wns in New ork it e 








Million, but that ita entire membership would support the committee and 
would becoms members of ite It ia his belief that SMITH was concerned 
principally with increasing the membership in the Committee of Ons Million 
and also in obtaining the dues which the Bund would be required to paye 
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admitted that he never too in any discussions 
between SMITH and nd he does not know what reaction was to 
SMITH*S proposition. He said, however, that SMITH talked of gaining 
fifteen hundred new members at one time through the Bund and said thet he 
thought it was a mistake to lose this opportunitye J 





In rezard to the connection between 


and the Bund » EEE contended that 
often had corferences with @ither 
and that he reported on these conferences to THe Hoe referred to 


as the liaison between the Committee of One y on and the German-american 
Bunde Pears wots Sight J ee ae ae ct poy er ae ey 














eae GEREN admitted that he hed never been present 
at ths time when actually made his report to SMITH. In regard to 
personal meetings be oi SD cee Stated that on one oeansion 
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ea eg ee ae EW stated that he declined 
une invitatione However, on 8 came day he claims that he saw 
three other Bundists in the dining room of the Cafe Rouge, and tha wore 
all wearing the Bund ubiform. Later SMITH told him that he had net San 
after the luncheon in his private offices SMITH did not disclose what had 
transpired betwee hime 



















On another occasion =e: called to SMITH's private 
apartment at the Murrey Hill Hotel ro over some radio script with SMITH. 
When he reached the hotel he was told to wait in the lobby for a few minutes 
before going up to SMITE's apartments While he was there eee got off 
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levetor and a short tims theureafte 


ow see Mre SMITH. He said that he is po 


had just come from SMITH's apartmente 


instructed that he 


was 
sit tives +hat an thie 


hy Wise VY Wk Wh 


fan 
P 


AAR @ 
Wits Gh WER 





recalled one other oocasion on which SMITH told him 
that he had seen He recalled that this was on the same SMITH 


had cortulted with him as to the advisability of et ing er a 
known racketeer, who had been formerly active in New Orleans aiane, and 
who was known to SMITH. It will be noted that the NI oforred to 
is the same individual who has recently been conne andal re~ 
garding SA in New Yorke 

qa 


















At the conference at which it was suggested that Buni members 
attend the mass meeting of the Comittee of One Million at Philadelphia, in 
full unicorn, a #* stated that @MITH said while they could be friendly 


WiWl WG CUMLASLS, LU Was not necessary IOFr NGM VO T6444 the WOTra.d SBoOOUL ite 


Ia this conne will be recelled that in previous reports it was pointed 


out that had urged that the attend this meeting in Phila-= 
delphia was opposed by 3 finally suocessful [ 
in prevailing upon SMITH to order t ists could attend the meeting 


but that they would not be allowed to wear their uniforms 
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was quostioned in regard to the newspaper article 
in which SMITH was quoted as having said his ultimate purpose was "to seize 
the government". He said he had never heard SMITH make such a statement and 
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vn 


eee eee He de= 
ared, however, that ement wes reported by RAYMOND DANTZLL 


of the New York Times, SMITE undoubtedly made ite He pointed out that 

at one time DANIELL was sent by the New York Times with SMITH to Louielana, 
to attempt to expose DEWEY LONG and that SMITH may have made the statement 
to DANISLL privatelye 


perme also advised that he has given information concern 
ing SMITH to ost Office Inspectors, regarding a possible violation 

of ths postal laws and regulations, but that the United States Attorney in 
New York had declined prosecution, It is noted that the Detroit office 

has reviewed the Post Office Inspectors! file on SMITH's cases Wg 


eee furnished e carbon copy of « y? 
typewritten report ccncerning the subject, which was submitted to him by 


an informant, who is apparently in close touch with the subject at Detroit, | 
Michigan. This report covers some of SMITH's activities during the month 

of March, 1944 at Detroit, Michigane It aleo contains a report of an 
America First Party Relly at Saint Louis, Missourie This report is being 
forwarded to the office of origin and it is not being set out in detail 
herein inasmuch as the information may have already teen reportede 






dated March 19, be 

with aliases, ET AL; 
RNMENT PROPERTY", 

t 15, 1936, the Bureau requested an in=- 

It was developed in this investigation 

Te ricanism and that she was connected with the 

Silve 83 also that she is very much interested in sociology and 

politics, ae likes to disouss these subjects as well as promoting true 

Americanisms She was reported to have a distinct dislike for the Jewish 

peopl extremely erratic and celf=-centerede The report reflects 

coat a == interviered for information in ecnnsotion with the in- 

vestigat e Christian Front, but that she was reported to be 

eocentrio and on occasions irrational, and it was not believed that infor» 

mation received from her could be given much weights 


The report of Specia 
1940, at New York City ontitled, 
SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITY, SEDITIOUS CO 
reflects that under date of 
vestigation of 
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A review of the file reflects that all leads in this 
case for the New York Field Division have been covered and this case is, 
therefore, being referred upon completion to the office of origins 


ENCLOSURE TO DETROIT (1) 


One typerritten report concerning GERALD L. Ke SMITH, obtained from 
ey, | ap 


age apie 


oie © REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN = 
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SPOOR ae «|, Asai gtant, Attorney ral To: C. Clark 


APL AG 


S@gar Hoovor = or, Federal Bureau of Investigation 


RALE Le Re SUT 
a AI RICA FIRST TARTY 
INTO RIAL SCURITY 
Sept On 


For vour further informttion in your cmatdecratia, of this case 
there is attached a cory of an add! tional revort subcitted by Special Agent 
at New York City on dune 3, 19L4. 
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PRINCIPLES _— - 


The America First Crusade stands for the Following principles: 


AMERICA MUST BE PUT FIRST IN WAR AND 
PEACE. - — 

We do not mean this in the selfish, greedy sense. It 
is a fundamental social law that a man must consider 
his own first. A Scripture verse says: “He that careth 
not for his own is worse than an infidel.” : 

We must safeguard our own natural resources. We 
must fight all attempts on the part of bureaucratic 


. traitors to give away and exhaust our national wealth 


on their foreign and international ambitions. 


What words could be more sppropricte than 
“AMERICA FIRST” in the winning of the war. When 


peace comes, those whom we send to the peace table 
must be so loyal and trustworthy that their first con- 


\ sideration will be their own America. 


o 


‘ 


We must make sure that our own veterans of this 
war are considered first. Attempts are being made to 
flood us with immigrants and refugees. If we allow 
millions of foreigners to flood into our country, they 
will take the jobswhich belong-to the men and womer 
in the armed servjees. This must never be. 


NO COMPROMISE OF NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY. 

international plagners are attempting to trick us into 
a world povecnmenle: If this happens, a group of men 
meeting in Aerts Casablanca, or London, oF 
South Africa, will making laws for our people to 
obey. We must fightto keep our government in our 
National Capital. 
mitted to make rules fet oar people to obey. 


REPEAL BUREAUCRATIC FASCISM. 

Students of world politics odmit that the Washington 
bureaucracy resembles the Fascism of Europe. It repre- 
sents an attempt to control our personal lives as well 
as our daily work by government edict from Washing- 
ton. The bureaucrats delight to call those of us who 
are Nationalists, Fascists. They know full well, how- 
ever. that the real Fascists in America are the bureau- 
cratic tyrants of Washington. 


FIGHT NEW DEAL COMMUNISM. 

The present administration in Washington represents 
a strange wedding between the technique of Fascism 
and the philosophy of Communism. Thousands of 
Communists, pinks, and pro-Communists, are on the 


EMERGENCY ISSUES: 


a. Fight the slave act--Senate Resolution No. 666. : 
b. Fight all attempts to call off the election. 
c. Expose conspiracy to steal the Soldiers’ vote. 


-— f te.* fe @ aL. Ae ete 
For additional Information CONncentuny tne Amenes 


First Movement write Gerald L. K, Smithe-s +02 
: P, oO. Box 459, Detroit 3I, Mich. a oo : 7 
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payroll of the United States Government. Many gov- 
ernment bureaus take their orders from men who be- 
lieve in the Stalin system. 


LESS MONEY FOR FOREIGN POLITICS AND MORE 
FOR DISCHARGED VETERANS. 

Without limiting our military forces, we should put a 
stop to the program of international boondoggling now 
going on. Billions are being spent on South America, 
other billions are being loosely scattered all over the 


earth for non-military purposes, while our veterans ore . 


a Pees 


 -feturning from this war, jobiess and penniless. 


7 


o fdfaigner must ever be per- . 


immediately ahead; and of course certain emergency issues 
will be discussed, such as the current attempt to call off the 
elections. But most of what we will have to sa 
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in the enunciated principles listed above. 


Every man in the armed forces who has served more 

~ than one year should receive at least $1000—$500 cash, 
and the remainder at the rate of $100 per month for 
five months. We are spending on the South Americans 


alone enough to give a $1000 bonus to 6 million vet- 
erans. 


NO LABOR DRAFT.- 

Mr. Roosevelt and others would give us al! a number 
and draft every man and woman to do whatever he or 
his subordinates might dictate. This would be penal 
servitude. We shall fight this proposal to the limit. 


TERPRISE. a, 

There are two outstanding enemies of private enter- 
prise: (a) Corporate Monopoly; and (b) Government 
Control. 

The poorest boy in America should be given an op- 
portunity to make a million dollars if he knows how to 
do it. He must not be hindered by the monopolists 
who are usually controlled by the international bank- 


are. and he mue nat he hinderad hw the hiveniuerctte 
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who want everything to be run and owned by the gov- 
ernment. 


Private enterprise is the foundation of the American 
system. It springs from the teachings of Christ. Christ 
believed in the dignity of the individual soul, in 
privacy of the individual soul. 
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RESTORATION OF THE SYSTEM OF PRIVATE EN- 


the. 


The above issues will be emphasized in the days that are | 
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a ‘4 This meeting is being held in co-operation with the NATIONAL BLUE STAR 
a MOTHERS OF AMERICA directed by Mrs. Catharine V. Brown and Mrs. 
G Lillian Parks. 

MERCANTILE AUDITORIUM 
a 

m 1416 North Broad Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


THURSDAY, MAY 25th, 1944 
8:00 P.M. 


a SPEAKERS: 
ANWR AF Ph rain 


ERALD LK. SMT 


| NATIONAL DIRECTOR 
Hro Denact*] mndaan 
is the greatest orator of this century. He begins where i 


Bryan, Billy Sunday and LaFollette the senior left off." I i Yo ul Hest’ LOU 


* Lowell Thomas says: “Gerald L. K. Smith is the = Widow of the United States Senator 


fearless and dynamic orator in America.’ 
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GERALD L. &-$MITH - 
0 tr ee ee 
Baltimore Sun (#4. L. Mencken): “Gerald L. K. Smith 
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‘oa SUBJECT OF SMITH’S ADDRESS: __ 7 


: MAKE WAY FOR LIBERTY 





Hear this address and you will understand why the Communists, the Nazis, ad 
Deeb Rerpanrets hate Gerald L. K. Smith worse than any living American. 


a ou will alzo:fenre why he leads the most rapidly growing poicet ri 
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ard ; 





peers Sp 


= ; ae _ 
. nc Aimaag the many topics with which Mr. Snith will deal ii acrga i habagiing 
4~  The™NO ELECTION” Conspiracy THE INTERNATIONALISTS | 
e SLAVE ACT 666 : TREASON IN WASHINGTON 







. BUREAUCRATIC TYRANTS |=, WORLDGOVERNMENT 
. i sNEW DEAL COMMUNISTS .-...--1.. THE FOURTH TERM PLOT - 
f'2. ic >: FAT BUREAUCRATS and HUNGRY VETERANS | ¢ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT DETROIT » MICHIGAN | mz No. 100-5778 


REPORT MADE AT 










PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MADE 


5-18-)), 





PITTSBURGH, 





PA. 












 pERAID LYMAN “ENNETH SMITH, WAS. INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
AMERICA FIRST PARTY SECURITY MATTER 
a SEDITION 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: j Meeting of the America First Party under ~~ = => > 
the direction of GERALD L.K. SMITH held 
5-18-)h at Carnegie Hall, North Side, Pgh. 
Attended by some 1:25 people. SiMITH stated 
the America First Party stand. He denounced 

the President and the New Deal. The theme 

of the talk of jirs. _ ERNESTBUNDEEN, widow 

of the U.S. Senator, was "nerica First and 

not to become entangled in foreign wars." 

CHARLES A -JADDEN was on the platform. 
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REFERENCE s Detroit letter to Pittsburgh dated 5-9 <li. ra A 






DETAILS : __ AT PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA Py TPES 
The meeting of the America First Party, which was held under 
the direction of GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH on May 18, 19h) at Carnegie Hall, on 
the North Side, Pittsburgh, was attended by some 425 peoples Present on the plat- 
form with SKiITH and Mrs. ERNEST LUNDEEN was CHARLES A. MADDEN... 


’ ir. SMITH opened the meeting by stating that he regretted 
that Mrs. UARIE) DOVELL of the Defenders of the Principles of George Washington 
was not present due to iliness. SMITH proceeded to knock the New Deal, the Presi~ 
dent, the Vice. President, WILLKIE, and DEWEY. SMITH contended that the people have 
no choicé pecause. of the. "fact that DEWEY has endorsed HULL's foreign policies. If 
the people” cannot get a strong candidate to oppose ROOSEVELT, SMITH stated that he 
would be president in 198. SMITH mentioned that all Jewish organizations are ..:,° 

epmtt not understand why as they should be for America First, 
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this being the only country that hadd't thr | 
own them out. He al 

iia ce rbikegepecpe a. ee ere he was the first to go to Wocias 
ers to have their pay increased from $21 

He also advocated that an additional S50 is aterm eta 

- be set aside for hb 
when he came out of service he woul dae ear 
aoe dees a d have something to help him along and 


ae 





Duras 6 et — dn anws oe 
wa dma t on Minet Party stood for the_ 


_— 


folloming: 


1. & thousand dollars to every veteran of the war when mustered 
out. less money for foreign politics, more money for American 
veterans. Billions are being spent in South America. Other 
millions are being loosely scattered over all the earth for 
non-military purposes. On South America alone enough money 
is being spent to give {000. to 6,000,000 veterans. ~ 


2. $10., $15., and $20. per day for workers by instituting profit- 
sharing as practiced by the Jack & Heintz and Lincoln Electric 
Company of Cleveland, Ohio. . ' " 


3. Cash bonus to farmers for production rather than for destruction. 
Increased prices for farm commodities to be maintained by dis- 
tribution reform and a clean-up in our money system. This would 
produce an abundance of butter, milk, meat, etc. : 


h. Restore private enterprise by outlawing monopolies and eliminating 
bureaucratic interference with business. Private enterprise is 
the foundation of the American system. 


5. Foreign policy. No world government, no international bank, a 
strong national defense, trade with all nations, permanent 
alliance with none. . | 


Mrs. ERNEST LONDESN, wisdow of the United States Senator, 
was introduced by GERAID LYLAN KENNETH SMITH. She advocated the principles 
of being free with all nations, trade with all nations, but to beware of 
foreign entanglements with any nation. She mentioned that some people want 
our boys to police the world after the war. Her idea was that it would be 
better to let our boys aay something about this. She said that our boys 
should defend the United States and not fight foreign wars. Mrs. LUNDEEN 


t 





.¢ ie Bed : . 


as no league can settle foreign 
wars. They have had over 00 wars Since our country has been settled. In 
a recent food conference disposing of American food, American newspapermen 
and congressmen were not permitted to attend. 4s to the cost of the war 


. ’ 
: a she mentioned that the cost of the United States is over $13,000,000, 000 
- more than all the ather a 


great many refugees are Bains Pemationg toe baal = Frees . a= - 
i hile our boys go to 
tection and have their boys stay here w ey 
aa fight their battles. WINCHELL, ALLEN, and PEARSQY were listed by kirs 
LUNDEEN aS smear artists. . 
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For your further iniceesiton in your rac oot rg of this case, there 
4s attached a copy of an addcitimal report at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
on June 3, 19LL, by Special Agent 


Enclosure | | bre 


cANTEATION N CONTAINED 
ALL INE Us the 7 ae 


neti} 2 - 


, WERE & AS . tbe BASH ; 


me 








al 7 ae F , . . 
d _ z |MOEYE . 
F. aaa — 
“ € , Dé) c:/ ns Ey 
: = ow. CT eommunicrigns SECTION MS “ 
: Sydninc | , 8) A iLED Jj] “Joy a Ze a a 
ng ME (sie 19 {DAS p N IMGs, *i 
; % JUN Lo fee PI if, hi ay Sis.” 
: lA TIOW W904, 93 
CEOFRAL BUREAU OF IMVERTIGA f 
u. 6. DEPANTMENT OF ausTice 6 / Map 
unit " 
x ee : 





FEDERAL BUREAU 
OF INVESTIGATION 


FREEDOM OF INFORMATION/PRIVACY ACTS 
RELEASE 


ecushereeeAS I Soe 


FILE: bz. - 4 ZA 





SUB: 


VOL: ey 
PAGES REVIEWED: S S 


PAGES RELEASED =: p (A 





NOTES =: 


ee 


_¥*NO DUPLICATION POR THIS PAGEs 


aa 
oz 


Federal Burear of Investigation 


United States Department of Justice ce 
Detroit, Michigan . mae 
June 12, 1944 











Director, FBI 


= emee mew ee 


Re: GERALD L. x Csurmi: Nee at | 


" INTSRUAL SOCURLTY Bs INFORMATION CONTAINED a 





SECURITY MATTER; oe meet 


seortion. —HEREIAL (SUNG LSTSD 
Dear Sir: DATE "pp blie BY 7 


Pd , 
There is being set forth the substance of informat n obtained from 
, whose identity is known to the B ean, during the 
pe y o June 944, inclusive, b 90 


Informant advised ‘that during the above-mentioned period he had not 
been able to secure a great deal of information because SMITH spent @ greater 
soy portion of the period outside of the city conducting speaking engagements in 
ene the East and Mid-West, 









Informant advised SMITH owes federal income tax in the amount of 
£405 for the year 1941 and the Internal Revenue Department wants SMITH's check 
immediately or they will have to take further action to collect it. Informant 
stated meetings were planned for the fair groundsat Greenville, Ohio, June 4, 
et; and that SMITH is attempting to rent a hall in Chicago for the night before 
Bor the convention, ee ae Ss z 


madness Meta aeb S 
ree eee ne 





aie Informant said that the auditorium of the Northe High School in o 
i Detroit, Michigan was rented by SMITH in the name of the ederation of__ 
y Americanization and tickets were issued in the name of CA FIRST, This _ 


provoked a controversy prompted by the CIO, who contested SMITH's right to 

have the use of a public auditorium, Informant stated a meeting was held 

by the Board of Education of Detroit on June 6, at which time the CIO and 

other objecting parties stated their contention in this matter, and SMITH ia 
. is scheduled to have his say at a meeting on June 13, 1944. Informant advised 
a 4 that about six different groups were protesting to the Board of Education th 
use of a city auditorium by the SMITH group, 







Informanty stated SMITH ordered one thousand to two thousand 

booklets from JORAAMP, New York City, and intends to distribute the 

., pamphlets: to his ey people as a premium for donations of one dollar or 

“Homp: Sauna S ria that the circular will raga somewhat as follows: 
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' Letter to the Director June 12, 1944. 





With Lotions of Love... What most Americans can do without is giving aid and 
comfort to the enemy....is helping Hitler's divide and conquer strategy.... and 
is creating disunity on home front. What self-styled patriot is a pitiful dupe 
of Axis agents? What gossiper'e propaganda has been branded as detrimental to 
the armed forces by Military Intelligence? What ex-isolationist tried to claim 
credit for starting World War II? What loud-mouthed anti-Communist has helped 
the Communist cause? What well know know-it-all does not kmow when he was 
married? What malicious scandal monger has a scandal of his own to worry about?" 
er Informant said the books from CAMP were received on dung 7, collect for the 

. amount of $100. : 


a Informant advised SMITH contacted 

oo a Greenville, Ohio; HARRY ROMER, Cincinnat 

oy cussing meetings and distribution of propaganda. 
Informant advised thet SMITH's mail has been better than usual and 

that SMITH is "okay" financially. Informant said SMITH had a tremendous 

meeting at Greenville, Ohio, where SMITH's contract for the fair grounds was 


canceled, but that about seven thousand people were there and it was a good 
crowd, 










Milwaukee, Wigseonsin; 
» Ohio; and Mrs, EEN; 








aca! Informant also -ked SMITH is being sued for $100,000 in New York 
City for using the rane JAERICA FIRST. 


i 
- a | Very/truly yours, : 


K-4 


wae i, Ww R, A. Ouertn, Se 
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SAC, Detroit June 19, 19h 
J. Edgar Hoover = Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
4 GERALD Le K. StITHs ALTRICA FIRST PARTY, A 
d 3 _ INTERNAL SECURITY = G3 SECURITY KATTCR; SEDITION, ti 


Rofercnce is made to your letter of June 12, 19, captioned as above 
wherein you advised in part that a confidential informant had learned that Smith 
48 being sued for $100,000 in New York City "for using the name America First." 


The Burean is interested in this report and, accordingly, any additimal 
data coming 


to your attention concerning this alleged suit or the parties thereto 
should be aprroret ately referred to the Bureau. 








NUL INEOPMEATEN CONTAINED 
es NY Ui eu ) : 
ge ARES to UNULASS ED in 








a) 2 haber 
- 2 8 
ce bed 
&e:, ¢ 
t~ ampe 4 
Me: | 
o. ‘s = oe 
eo ee 
i is = O ~ f ‘ 
ean) 4 SS K ‘\ 
a ae | = a | ote Ve | 
— ae . ° 
Me. Soe ey pe ag 
f: BERGIENICATIONS SECTIO > a a ON 
iw. Nichol, 
we foe TE A LE. 5) — g> i 
en = | \ { 
= aN se P.M. | a 
ir. ord \ : 
wr. fones_— Sys 
ier, Peas CL ERT HUME AY VA INVESTIGATION 
Missfoandy 1) @ OEFARTRENT OF JUSTICE 





S2 JUL 251944 





FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN | ——— SLeesernznc, 100=6013 


mee 
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Le K. SMITH, with alias 
AMERICA FIRST PARTY 


SECURITY MATTER 





Subject SMITH held three-hour meeting at Saint louis, 
Missouri, June 7, 1944, at which approximately 750-1000 
people were present, Subject claims atteapts being made 
to set up ROOSEVELT dynasty and conspiracy to eliminate 
1944 Presidential election. Subject stated intention of 


ronnine for Prasident of Tinited States in 1OLA an o plet= 
nee = 


= ae FMT WR VASO WERE OE SO 


form of Nationalism, the planke of which support the 

worker, veteran, and farmer, United States Senator REYNOLDS 
of North Carolina to speak with SMITH under America First 
Party sponsorship, 


al 
’ 
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ERENCE: Bureau File #62-43818. 
Letter from the Detroit Field Division dated June 2 


Subject GERAID i. Ke SMITH held a three-hour America First 
rally on June 7, 1944, at the Saint Louis Opera House, at 
which approximately 75001000 people were present. At the 
entrance of the meeting were stationed various Communist 
workers distributing handbills castigating SMITH as a HITLER 


type of dictator in America, 
O 


The rally consisted principally of GERAID SMITHtS talk, It 
: was opened by DON-LOHBECK, temporary local chairman of the 
\ haacica First Committee, who briefly introduced the speaker; 
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GERAID L. Ky ‘SMITH, and a Reverend JOHNSON, Pastor of the winneecs sO Phy, 
Presbyterian Charch, who opened the meer sne with prayer 2 for the success 
of the European invasion. mee 


SMITH denounced ROOSEVELT, cleining that thousands of dollars: were ‘belie 
spent and an organisation had been set up in New York which is intended 2 
to have J EVELT succeed FRANKLIN DELANG-ROOSEVELT in 1946 in a 
the White House. SMITH predicted further that there was alsc a movenent - 
under way to cancel the 194 Presidential election in Noveaber under the | 
guise of military necessity and he stated that if this were not success-" 
ful, President ROOSEVELT would then run for reelection on a Nationalistic 
Platform and SMITH would be hard-pressed to keep President ROOSEVELT from”. 
Climbing on the America First bandwagon, pageant their ; ter in order hen, 
to obtain his reelection. : ae 


SMITH criticised severely the dinintetretton speak: money in ae 
countries on good will which only goea to the benefit of the international 
bankers, when the money should be spent on providing better standards * 


living for the American people and for the returning veterans. Pe - : 


SMITH claimed that it was the action of the America First Party which a 
feated WILLKIE in the Wisconsin primaries and he stated that he, SMITH, 


would be a candidate for the Presidency in 1948 on the America First pro- 
gram, which would have as their platform a nationalistic policy. Inthis = 


Program, SMITH stated the veterans would receive $1,000.00 eon ps Pies 
pay and that the Government,which now holds land through foreclosures - 
equivalent in extent to the Atlantic seaboard states, should give this 
land proportionately to the veterans for their rehabilitation. The worker, 
stated SMITH, would receive $25.00 a day wages in the profit-sharing plan . 
as presently practiced by the Lincoln Electric Company of Cleveland, Ontos 
Under the America First policy, the farmer would operate under a reversal '. 
of the New Deal, that is, he would be paid for producing and not for dese - 
troying his crops. SMITH stated hat his saa was to oe eres and 


- 


SMITH further stated that in the late summer or rants fail, ‘nites States” 


| _ buremcracies in the Government. - <a ae 24 es oF 


Senator ROBERT R>-RKYNOLDS of North Carolina, Chairman of the Senate wi | ee ae 


tary Affairs Comittee, has agreed to speak with SMITH in Saint Louis 


ander America First sponsorehip, He claimed also that REYNOLDS has agreed 
| to cooperate in endorsing and helping to elect America Fireters to the . — 
= United States Senate and the House of Representatives. he pore am we oe a fia 


: oR 1s also to be noted ‘that in the Saint Louis area, 8 rift iss appeared 


due - eh 
in the America First Party in that there is dissension in the ranks 
to SUITH'S refusal to remove DON Loaiaded beacon tocal, Limeiagel < th 
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Twice during the evening, SMITH interrupted his speech in order to take 

a collection as, he explained, he is unable to personally addrese all 
these cities which are clamoring for him to take collections; he solicited 
pledges of monthly amounts and the audience was given envelopes to fill | 
out with their name and address and the aaount of their monthly pledge. 
The second collection was for the sale of their eres « "The Crosse 
and the Flag", and other literature. 


A copy of this report is being sent to the St. Paul Field Division since 
it 1s noted in referenced letter that SMITH is to sponsor rallies in St. 
Paul and Minneapolis, Minnesota, on June 12 and 13, 1944. 
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i Q.. 
GERALD L. r QITTH, WITH ALTAS; ‘HE Av RICA FIRST PARTY, 
INTERVAL SECURITY = Os SECURITY MATTER; SEDITICN. 
Reference is made to the report subaitted in this case by Special agent 
bye 





: }: : = St. Louis, Missouri, on June 10, loli. 
It is noted that the first paragraph of the details is inclusive of the 
“At the entrance of the meeting were stationed various Commi st 
workers distributing handbills castigating SIITH as a HITIER type of dictator in Ancrica,* 





following statement: 
The Bureau desiros that you immed ate Ly advise as to the source cf your 
4nformation in connection with this statement (that is to the effect that the people 
etationed thare were various Communist workers) and whether the persons so stationed 
have actually been identified as Communi sts or are meroly thought to be or ane to 


be Communists or of Commmnistio sympatiies, 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Subject addressed meeting sponsored by Mrs. 
CATHIR INE Lo. 


a : Wand Mrs. LILLIAM PARKS, 
Officers of tberfstional Blue Star Mothers 
of America on May 25, 1944 at Philadelphia, 


Approximately 450 persons were in attendanc 
Meeting also addressed by hrs. BUSS Ba 
: 1 


- RUC -~ 





Reference: Letter from Detroit to Philadelphia dated May 9, 1944. 


Details: The following report on the meeting addressed by subject, 
held at the Elks Hall in Philadelphia on May 25, 1944 under 

the auspices of the officers of the National Biue Star Mothers of America 

irs. CATHERINE V. BROWN and hirs. LILLIAN Sa was furnished by the ae b 
to this office. . 





MAt 8:35 p.m. the chalvdan Mrs. LILLIAN PARKS opened the meeting by having the 
audience repeat the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, then a Mrs. YEAGER sang 
two verses of the Star Spangled Banner, 





Mrs. LILLIAN PARKS then read a prepared ‘sscheits Good evening, Mrs. LUNDEEN, 
Mrs. BROWN and Mr. GEXALD L. Ke SUITH. I also wish to extend to you good end 
loyal citizens of the Philadelphia area who are attending this meeting tonight 
the best wishes and thanks of the Blue Star Mothers who are the sponsors of 

this meeting. It is seldom that the opportunity presents itself to gather the 
speakers of such prominence as GoRAID L.K. SXITH and lirs. LUNDEEN on the same 
platform, but we all know what they stand for and what they think about things 
which are going fon. in this country. We know that we are engaged in a global 

Ware Oy £9 aie are: poised in ee on the eve of Invasion. I call your atten 
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tion to House Bill 262 now before the Committee in Congress which would delay 
the invasion and the inevitable casualities until we know what we are fighting 
for and what is going to be gained by invading Europe. Do we want our boys to be 
policemen of the world after they finish this global war? Do you want them to 
spénd their lives acting as policemen of Europe, Asia and Africa? If you do not 
know the answer yourself ask one of them and you will get it in no uncertain terms. 
Many men in high office in Washington have forgotten the traditions and customs 
of this great country and have embarked on a career of internationalism that can 
only lead this great Country to disaster. As a member of the Blue Star Uothers, 
I call upon you to elect only those men to office who have the best interests of 
the country at heart, end this slaughter of our boys and bring them home to their 
rightful place in Anerican life. 
It now gives me ggeat pleasure to introduce our fearless eneennece and President 
Mrs. CATHERI Git | 

| 
Mirse “CATHERINE BRO.i: Thank you irs. PARKS and Good evening Mr. SJITH and urs. 
WWNDESii. I think-under the circumstances it would be well for me to tell you 
about the late husband of Lirs. LUNDEEN, the Senator from Kinnesota who was killed 
in an airplane crash on his way to address an America First Rally in 1940 in 
Liinneapolis. EARNEST LUNDESN served as a Congressman for many years and his 
death broucht to a close a career that was definitely and always concerned with 
the welfare of Auierica first. He was first elected a representative and then 
a Senator. He opposed entry into jjorld War I just as he opposed participetion 
in World War II. After our Country plunged in orld War I however he did every— 
thing possible for the welfare of the soldiers and was instrumental in securing 
the bonus for veterans of World War I. After his untimely death he was the 
target of ‘such smear artists as Winchell and Pearson but his wife has cdurageous—- 
ly taken up the work where he left off. It now gives me great pleasure to intro- 
duce lirs. LUiDEEN, wife of the late Senator from Minnesota, . 


LWIRS. ERNEST LUNDEEN: It is a great pleasure to be called upon to speak before 
such an outstanding group of American citizens of Philadelphia and vicinity .and 
to appear on a platform with such a man as GERALD L.K. SXITH. Mrs. BROW was 
very kind in giving up the time alotted to her to tell you something of the life 
history of my husband, the late Senator LUNDEEN. All the men and women in this 
audience realize that we are engaged in a global war. Our sons and daughters 
have been called from thétr homes and places at our tables to take part in this 
struggle. It is our duty to help them in every possible way. It is our duty to 
win this war as ouickly as possible so that our children can return and take up 
the duties of useful American citizens and follow the careers which they would 
have normally had not this terrible war intervened.. The statements which I 

am about to make apply to the period before this war and prior to Pearl Harbor. 
I ask again that you keep this in mind for it is very important. We hear a 
great deal these days about isolationism, I refer to call it nationaliam, 
whatever we are called be it isolationists, non—interventionists, nationalists 
or any other term, it is always well to remember that George Washington, the 
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Father of our Country, was an isolationist. He had the principles and courage 
to fight for his beliefs.. He worked and fought hard to free this Country from. 
the constant turmoil of war which was always going on in Europe, However, 
Washington's policy was not one to make this a hermit Nation. In his farewell 
address he clearly states the great principles which he hoped would endure after 
he retired from public life. It was friendship for all nations, trade with all 
nations and entangling alliances with none. Under this type of leadership this . 
Nation grew to true greatness. We pursued this policy faithfully until the . 
fatal year of 1917 when we deviated from it and became involved in World War I. 
Since that time a certain element in this Country has been trying steadily and 
with success to destroy the policy of America first which lead to our greatness, 





Just what do they mean by the myth of isolationism. I say it is no myth. It 
has been the strong foundation upon which a great American Nation was built. On 
the contrary I would say Internationalism is a falsehood and a myth. I wish 
to cite an article from the \Jashington Times Herald, it is entitled "We Missed 
ope’ These." It is a list of the wars fought in Europe since Columbus discovered 
ved | America. There have been 462 minor and major conflicts since that time, almost 

: one @ year since Columbus arrived on these shores. We missed these wars by 
minding our own business and it was the desire of our forefathers to escape 
these wars and the overburdening weight of taxation which goes with such con= 
flicts. Europe has been a battle ground for centuries and always will be. How 
can it be any different when people put hate in their children's hearts before 
they do anything else. 





I tell you our present trend mst stop. We must bring our boys and girls home 
away from this senseless slaughter and make America impregnable. I ask you to 
write to your Congressman, asking him to support the bill which would hold up . 
the invasion until we know what we are fighting for and what we will gain by 
invading Europe. It is time that we brought our children home and taught them to 
love their neighbors, instead of teaching them to invade other countries and 

make enemies of their inhabitants. We all know something of the tax burdens of 
today. It is costing America billions and billions of dollars to carry on this war 
of internationalism. $10,000,000 an hour is what it is costing us every hour. 

a Next year Mr. Morgenthau says it will cost a whole lot more and we are now taxed 
to the limit. J tell you we cannot be armory, bank, commissary and bread basket 
of all of the Nations of the world. The most terrific burden will be casualities. 
Our brave boys will finish this job but many will never returm and others will 
come back horribly maimed, but they will finish the job.. Let's have an America 
when they return where they can re-establish themselves, where all races, creeds 
and colors can live harmoniously. Let's not have a repetition of the lastwar 
when long lines of veterans walked the street hungry and 111 clothed. I say wake 
up America. 





‘Think what this war has cost this Nation to date in actual dollars. The figures 
are staggering but there is another important and often over-looked fact: It has 
cost us 5 times as mich as Great Britain, 64 times as much as Russia, 10 times what 
it cost Italy and 14 times what it has cost Japan. Thése figures come from the 
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New York State Economic Council and explain why 27,000,000 people paid income 
taxes in 1943 while only 4,000,000 had to pay taxes in 1940. Another example 
was the international -food conference held in Virginia. Leaders of many foreign 
governments were present and plans were made to dispose of the food supply grown 
by ‘our American farmers. Elected representatives of the people from Congress 
ond representatives of the press were denied admission. Think of it, plans were - 
under way and made to dispose of our present food supplies as well as those 
grown after the war and the people of the United States are not supposed to 

know what those plans are. This is a working example of internationalism right 
under our very noses. J say destroy this myth’ and wake up America. 


When my husband the late Senator LUNDER began demanding that we remain neutral at 
the outset of the present war in Europe, he was immediately subjected to a smear 
campaign by the iJinchells and the Pearsons, Senator LUNDESN fought against sending 
our boys to Europe in 1917 so this smear campaign is nothing new to me. I helped 
in that fight and have been trying to get back to real Americanism since 1919. 


let's stop trying to settle the age old quarrels of Europe, let's get out of 


Europe now and stay out. Let's think of America first and not be carried away 
by sympathy for some group, or groups, of people to our own detriment. 


I was looking through the files of my late husband and found a card which he 
used in the election of 1916. It bears a phrase which is familiar to all of us 
NAmerica First", Let's think of a bonus for our boys. It was through the 
efforts of Senator LUNDEEN who began working in 1920 that the Veterans of the 
World War I received a bonus a few years ago. . 


These smear campaigns are nothing new to me. I have been subjected to the 
tactics of the Winchells and Pearsons for many years but my husband who died 

a year and a half before we got into this war was a target of their campaipns 
continuously. They called him pro-Nazi and any other name that would villify 

his character. Imagine the feelings of myself, my son who is a Lieutenant in 

the Armed Forces and my daughter who is a student at the University of Minnesota 
when these men started on Senator LUNDEEN after he was dead. They knew that the 
law states that you cannot libel a dead man and he could not reply to their 
chargese 

I had a taste of the smear campaign very early in life, right after Mr. LUNDEEN 
and I were married. I was a school teacher in Hawaii and met the Senator on the 
boat going to Honolulu. A year later we were married and I went back to Minnesota 
to live. People began to stare at me on the street and it finally became annoy~ 
ings I asked my husband if there was anything wrong with me and he said "No", 
Finally a little 14 year old girl came to visitme one day and was sitting on the 
porch. Mrs. IUNDEEN she said, may i ask you a question. I replied certainly and 
if I can I will answer ite well, she said, when you were a eirl an Hawaii did 


tees ee some maa me $l... bad a 


you always wear a grass skirt. See what they did, they had circulated a story 


that I was a native of the Hawaiian Islands. 
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In 1941 I requested the Blue Network for an opportunity to answer the charges 
hurled at ay late husband by Winchell and the opportunity was granted me. I 
think I have. the distinction of making the first attack on Winchell and my remarks 
are included in the Congressional Record of March 1941. | | 


As long &s we have such people in our Nation as third termites and now they are 
fourth termites in our midst why shouldn't we have a law on our Statute books 
instead of an unwritten law that no man shall occupy the Presidency more than 
two terms. Roosevelt broke an American tradition and rotation in high office 
is essential to our form of Government. Under this system this Nation became 
one of the greatest in the world eqwait is a fine thing that so many of you are 
here to listen to a man like GERALD IITH who is thinking of the interests of 
his Country first, 





Think of it, while our sons and deughters are fighting a global war over a half 
. million refugees are in this Country saffe and secure taking their jobs and 
a letting then fight for them. I say depottthese people to their own countries — 
i put them in uniform and let them fight their own war. Can't you see friends 


i S that if Uncle Sam vontinues fighting this war and s : oT 93 
eae pending billions of dollars 
; | and plays Sante Claus to the mw3- anrld he will become a very bedraggled old 
man with only his whiskers and very few or wi 
erated My husband advocated the securing of island bescs Sussvuiussg wree em 


ago and they laughed at him. Oh, you couldn't touch the possessions of other 
countries in this hemisphere. Now we have them on 99 year leases and our boys 
are fortifying them and building a ring of steel about the Nation. I tell you 
if ir, Churchill were in the white House and ir. Roosevelt were in Englend it 
would be a different story. We would have had the islands and a lot more to 
boot. The Nations of Europe never paid, or made any attempt to pay, the debt 
they owed us after the last war and they will do the same thing this time, 








The issue of America First should not be controversial. Everyone in this great 
Country should be for it. Do you realize that the men you send to Congress 
control the lives of sons and daughters and the welfare of the soldiers serving 
around the world. Congress will say after the war whether we are continuing the 

olicy of sending our boys abroad to act as policemen for Europe, Africa, Asia and 
the globe. There 4s too much pity and foreign thought in this Country today. 


per 
' 
seteadl 


Wena Let me cite an editorial to you from the Chicago Tribune, It is a very enlighten~ 

a ing piece of news and gives you some insight into what was going on when we were 

supposed to be neutral in this country and before we went to war, the same kind 

of neutrality which we are demanding of Spain and Sweden. (She then read the 

editorial which in effect stated that at the outbreak of the present war General 

MacArthur had 35. bombers and 75 pursuit planes in the Phillipines). Think of it 
friends - goods which were urgently needed by our Armed Forces and were ordered 

a by the Army and Navy Departments were taken away or not delivered to the men 

f protecting American territory and they were unable to cope with the Japanese 

attack when it came. I do not know who is responsible for this condition but. 





ar bt aiid athe ell MR iad Oe At Dele oe 
a Jus obs 
is A . 5 


a5 Bc 




















Ph #f100~22780 


certainly someone in the Administration in Washington should be held accountable 
when this war is over. There were enough planes produced in this country up to 
that time to have adequately supplied MacArthur. A few hundred bombers and pursuit 
planes would have turned back the Jap attack and saved the lives of many and the 
untold suffering of others who were captured by the Japanese. Now while this 
terrible condition went on, MacArthur supplied with 35 bombers, our State De- 
partments bungling attempt was made to keep peace in the Pacifle. If such a 
condition existed, and they should have known so in the State Department, they 
had no right to deliver a note to Japan which was practically an ultimatum late 
in November. This is the sort of thing against which we are fighting and which 
true Americans will not stand for. I say wake up America. 


Congress controls the purse strings of America and it is the duty of the people 
to size up the candidates and what they stand for before sending them to Congress, 
not to spend time pitying poor Russia, poor Poland, or poor France. ‘We can 
sympathize with these people but we must control our sympathies and think of 
America first. ; ‘ 
Good friends and neighbors can't be bought and do not have to be bought, pouring 
money into South America on lend-lease, or the good neighbor policy will not 

make them our friends. 


We pledge Allegiance to one flag and one Country. ie broke all ties to foreign 
Seater when we came here seeking peace and freedom and that one allegiance is 
o America, 


Churchill is for England first, he is a Nationalist. Stalin is for Russia first, 
he is a Nationalist. Why shouldn't our leaders be for America first and be 
Nationalists. to 


Our program is win the war first, that is our first duty now that we are in it, 
then elect members of Congress who will revive and maintain American traditions. 
Bring our sons home where they belong and have the country which Washington 
described in his farewell address as "Friendship with all nations, trade with 
all nations and entangling alliances with none", 


The Chairman then introduced the main speaker of the evening, GERALD L. K. SMITH. 


GERALD L. K. SHITH: Good evening Mrs. PARKS, Mrs. BROWN, Mrs. LUNDEEN and you 
loyal American ladies and gentlemen of Philadelphia and vicinity. Z certainly 
appreciate the remarks of Mrs. PARKS when she introduced me as the next President 
of the United States.. It shows that she at least believes that there is going 
to be a change. You know some persons have given up and think we will have a 

' Roosevelt forever, Just the other day I read that a group of people in New York 
have started grooming Colonel James Roosevelt for the Presidency in 1948 to per~ 
petuate the dynasty, but this isn't going to happen. We are going to get rid of 
Roosevelt and the bureaucrats in the November election and save this Country for 
real Americans, and it will be through the efforts of the America First Party. 
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Just who the candidate will be I do not know, but we are not looking for the type 
of candidate who can out—Rooseveit Roosevelt. What we need in this country is 
more Congress and less President, we have had too much President for the last 
11 years coupled with bureaucratic tyranny in Washington. We don't want a man 
who can out—Roosevelt Roosevelt. Roosevelt is a champion in his own class, © 
he has out-soent anyone in history and heaven knows we don't want anyone who. 
can do better in that line than he has. He has built up a Federal payroll’ of 
three-million people, handed out our resources with a free hand by lend-lease 
and the so called good neighbor policy. We are spending money on this war at 
the rate of $10,000,000 an hour and I tell you that this cannot keep up without 
plunging this Country into financial ruin which will make the 1932 debacle look 
like a boom. 


We are on the verge of the invasion of Heros. Our boys are scattered throughout 
the world fighting on many battle fronts, fighting for God only knows what. I 
am sure I don't know, but I do know that while they have been conscripted and 
taken from their homes and jobs to fight this war, 580,000 aliens have moved in 

to take their jobs and places at the table. I say deport these people to the 
countries they came from, they left because they would have to fight, I say 

rox cay ae let them then put ona uniform and fight their own war and leave our 
oy s Ones 


Our forefathers left Europe because they did not want to be engaged in cease- 
less brawling. They wanted to escape the heavy taxation that is the inevitable 
result of wars and they came here and set up a government which they intended 
to keep out of Europe's troubles. Right here in Philadelphia men like Washing 
ton, Jefferson, Franklin and others made decisions that involved blood-letting 
but they never lost sight of the fact that they were leaving a heritage for us 
to follow when making these decisions. They wanted us to ‘Re friendly with all 
nations but have entangling alliances with none, 


I read in the paper recently that this Country has demanded that Spain and 

Sweden act as true neutrals in the present conflict. Now I ask you if this 
Country acted as a true neutral in 1939,,:1940 and 1941, We took sides with 

one of the belligerent nations in Burope, supplied them with arms and conscripted 
an army here at home. And what for? At present it looks as though it was done 
to let the Commnists rule Europe. France was ruled by these low slimy creatures. 
I have read some of the books written by Leon Blum, who was Prime Minister of 
France. In them he says that he can see nothing wrong in incest, imagine that 
nothing | wrong with incest, which is sexual relation between brothers and sisters. . 
Such Godless people have now made an inroads into this Country and are taking 
over the Government under the very noses of real Americans today. Yhat haopened 
to France? She was rotten to the core and could not defend herself, and mark 

you — I want your attention to what I have to say, this Country will meet the 
same fate unless a strong Nationalist Party comes to the front, takes over the 
reins of power, throws out these tryannical bureaucrats that are eating the heart 
oub of this Country, conserves our resources for emertees builds a ring of steel 
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around this Country and fortifies it as a citadel. 


We are facing a time such as has never been faced in this great Country before 
and it is the duty of the America First Party to bring these things to the 
attention of everyone. There are millions of people in this Country who feel 
the same way as IJ do but they do not speak up. It is now time for them to 
speak up and act, : . 


Winston Churchill is for end first and Stalin is for Russia first, why our 
leaders in Washington are not for America first or don't speak up, I Cannot 
comprehend, It.is the duty of every Republican member of the House and Senate 
to speak up at this time and stop this shameful waste of our money and the 
lives of our young men. 


I want to know what we are going to gain by invading Europe. Are we just 

going to let the Communists rule Europe? If you go into a store and lay one— 
hundred dollars on the counter you want to know what you are getting. Well we 
are putting at least a million lives on the line for they will be casualities 


on + ra! + toed 
in dead, wounded, missing and prisoners, what are we going to do about it? 


I want to know and every member of The America First Party wants to know and 
should force the issue with his Congressman. Remember he is your elected repre- 
sentative under our form of constitutional government and has the right to demand 
a showdown with that clique in liashington, 


One thing that I am going to demand strongly, I do not want British interference 

in our elections. I have heard that they are ready to spend three millions to 
re-elect Roosevelt... Anthony “den's paper Yorkshire Post came out and said that the 
election of anyone but Roosevelt and a Congress which supports him would be the 
death blow to Britain's hopes. fjeIl get your bottle of brandy ready Mr. Churchill 


for just what you don't want is going to happen in November and the America First 


Party is going to be the cause of your trouble. We are going to elect a man who 
has the interest and welfare of this Country at heart. You have said that you 
would not preside at the dissolution of the British Empire but we will not send 
our boys to India to help keep down the Indians and keep Gandhi in jail. In other 
words we are not going to conscript our boys to police Europe, Asia, Africa and 
let the other countries go ahead and do as: they please. Mr. Roosevelt and Mrs, 
Roosevelt have visions of becoming the head of a world state. If he is elected 
this time when the war is over he will resign to become head of this super—duper 


_ government, And what does this mean, a flag over our flag, a government over 


our government, a Congress over our Congress, I tell you that as long as there 
4s a breath in my body and a pulse in my wrist this condition will not come to 
pass, They call me a rabble rouser and the leader of the lunatic fringe,- but as 
God is my judge, I will never permit such a condition to come to pass as jong as 
I have the power of speech to shout mcesney. ibe 


These bureaucrats in Washington who wan ery inch of our lives don't 


t to soaerel ev 
do things in a small way, ‘then people began to speak up against this profligacy 
they immediately conspired to put them in jail, I tell you that they wanted to 
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put F ee att in jail, Charlegrefndbergh, Burto eelerm, Pobjrtynolds, 
Geraldywiyé and Gerald Smith. ie wefe investigated by the FBI, Int€rnal Revenue 
and GFP ana Gerald 5 agency controlled by these rats who might be able to get 
anything on us but they couldn't do it and we are here today. . 


When: they couldntt put us in jail they started out on a new tack. They got those 
arch smearers Winchell and Pearson to work on us and attempt to smear characters 

of such out-standing Americans. Imagine a rat like Winchell trying to smear Father 
Coughlin and Charles Lindbergh. . 


Then they had another of the same stripe, a man named Carlson write a book 'Under— 
cover" which smeared these men and many others including Henry Ford. I tell you 


Anerica is in terrible shape when such men as Winchell and Pearson can do things 
like this, 


Look at that woman whom you just heard speak (pointed to Mrs, LUNDEEN), imagine 
the feelings of her children and herself, when such rats started to smear her 
husband before the earth had packed on his grave. He came to his death in an 
untimely airplane accident while on his way to address an America First meeting in 
Liinneapolis and the crash has never been satisfactorily explained. That woman is 
the type we should be proud to have in the white House, not one who is traveling all 
over the world or the Carribbean stirring up trouble and even going so far as to 
stir up trouble at home. That is one of the troubles today with this Country. 
women are ecting like men, dressing like men, and men are acting like women. If 
my wife ever comes home dressed in trousers, chewing tobacco or smoking cigarettes, 
I serve notice on you that I will do something no woman ean do, I will grow a 
beard down to my waist, | 


But now I want to teil you more about the coming fight in the Presidential election 


this year. The months roll around quickly and November will be here Before long 
and there is mech work to be done. First of all I want to tell you about ‘jendell 
wilkie, that fraud who ran for President against Roosevelt in 1940, The Democrats 
and the Republicans nominated Roosevelt and Wilkie right here in Philadelphia and 
then the farce started. Roosevelt started to promise something over here and 
ailkte came right back and promised something better over there, They spent most 
of the campaig out—promising each other and it made no difference in the long run 
which one was elected, things would have been just the same, We weren't ready 

for them and were caught napping and they just laughed at us, but we are ready 
this time and have disposed of that fraud Wilkie already, You know.he started all 
Over again talking internationalism and talking about spending large sums of the. . 
public money when we are already taxed to the limit. But let me warn you Morgen- 
thau has said that more money will be necessary next year to support this profligate 
and spendihrift outfit and unless they are thrown out of Washington in November 
you will be ground down further this year. Well, he started up and down the 
Kation trying to gether delegates for the National Convention but he found out 
that the America First Party as well as other people were working against him so 
he decided to come to Wisconsin and make a test of sentiment for he knew he had 
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to have votes from the Middle West to get the nomination again. So he decided 

to come right out into my bailiwick and make a campaign and I welcomed the op~ 
portunity for a showdown with this rascal...You know Wisconsin is a great dairy 
state so he came out there and squirted milk all over himself in an effort to 
fool the farmerse You know the last time he tried to pose as a grass roots. 
farmer, he got down in the grass in Indiana and rolled around until he had the - 
smell of horse and cow on him and fooled some of the people but he wasn't foole . 
ing anybody this time. 


Now I want you to remember all the papers in Wisconsin were for him except one, 
He started his campaign by saying GE°ALD L.K. SuITH = that terrible man ~ was against 
him and thougttall the people would flock to him. That suited me perfectly for 
I knew the strength of my organization in the state. My organization was not 
composed of money interests or powerful people in public life. They ere just the 
lain perese hard working and ese ean who can be relied Been in emergenty 
o deliver the utmost, particularly if the future of America is at a Well, 
I called then together and told them to get out and work against Wilkie, I told 
iat what to do and supplied them with the necessary literature to carry on the 
ighte 


He started his campaign in a small town admidst the rolling hills of Wisconsin. 
Just to salve the audience of farmers along he told them that some great people 
came from this town. “I sent him a telegram saying I agreed with him for I came 
from that town. ell, he had a caravan of twelve automobiles travelling with 

him on the trip. You *know our gas ration coupons were cut from three to two 
gallons but Wilkie mist have gas for his campaign and Eleanor must betaken through 
the Caribbean. Then his ceravan moved on to Sheboygan and as they entered the 
town a hearse coming out of a cemetery fell in behind them. I told them this 
was a bad omen for Wilkie's success, a hearse the 13th car in his entourage, 
We both worked through the state, the papers pene right into my hands and 
saying ‘ilkie was. against Gerald Smith. : 
Newspaper men came to me for a prediction since I had aeeapkeds Wilkie's challenge 
to fight it out in Wisconsin and I mst say that most of them published my inter— 
view correctly. I went out on a limb and predicted that he would not secure one 
delegate for I knew the strength of America First. No other politician dared to 


mala an wach a nradiets an Tha hack any nathan ent A wae that tha weantA ananuiman ab 
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least five of the delegates. Well, the results began to pour in and I was in my 

hotel the next day, Well that bare foot boy from Wall Street can go back to where 
he came from, You know I always said that I would send him to Moscow and now his 
friend Roosevelt can send him there if he wants to do ahs We showed him definite 


_ ily mer we want no part of him, » 


But now something else has happened which is serintteiy worrying me and was a 
slap in the face for every loyal member of the America First Party. Governor 
Dewey of New York who has been making a strong showing among Republicans made 
a@ remark which he must take back or he loses our support. He was addressing a 
Jewish Welfare meeting in New York and made the remark that "He wanted no part 
of GE2ALD SUITH and his rodents — He and his ilk should not pollute the stream 
of American life™,. I immediately wired Dewey asking him what he had said, At 
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the same time I looked up the definition of rodent and this is what I found: 

a rodent is an animal which gnaws with its teeth. It mentioned the rat end that 
is bad, then it said squirrel and that isn't so bad for they bury nuts in the 
ground. Then it said porcupine and that-is alright and finally it said beaver 
and. that is fine. If he wants to class us as beavers we certainly have no kick, 
hy Dewey made this remark in front of a Jewish meeting I cannot understand. I - 
am against no man for his race or creed, but the Jewish element in this Country 
is against GERALD S.ITH, I know that. iihy this is I don't understand because 

if I were a Jew in America » the only country where they are free today, I would 
fall down on my knees and thank God for being here. 


Those arch smearers ‘Jinchell and Pearson have attacked me and attempted to 

smear me in every possible way. iwhy I want to tell you that we were turned 

down on several halls in this town through the efforts of these people. lho 

do you think rented us this hall which we are using tonight? Well I'1]1 tell 

you, the colored Elks. Think of it the colored people laid aside their prejudices 


and opened their facilities to us. Maybe the Jews could take a lesson from 

them. I serve notice on them that they would be doing better to open their syna- 
gogues to us and let us hold our meeting there than they would by carrying on 
their campaign of hate against me and the America First Party. I'll give any 
person a necktie that can show me one Jewish organization that is not against me. 


Any sensible person knows that 99% of the Jewish vote in America will go to 


* . ry s Y 1 e 
Roosevelt at the coming election so why the America First Party, which Colliers 


liagazine admits has three million members, and I will tell you that it is 
double that number, should be kicked in the teeth to secure 1% of the Jewish 


vote makes me mad. Think of it, kicked in the teeth to secure 1% of the Jewish 
vote. 


Well things started to happen after I sent Mr. Dewey the telegram, He said that 

he didn't mean it, To forget it and not worry about it. One of his close lieutenant 
called me by long distance phone in Cleveland the next day and said now please for- 
get it, he did not mean it. I replied so he did mean it, well you mean he has just 
read the results of the wisconsin primaries. The speaker did not say anything 

more but epologized again and asked me to forget it, but the matter is not settled 
and we must have a distinct understanding and a strong Nationalist plank in the 
Republican platform before we support Mr. Dewey. 


You know that Mr. Roosevelt just got back from a vacation spent in the south at 
the palatial estate of Bernie Baruch, that sinister figure which has been haunt~ 
ing the iIhite-House for the past eleven years, beside the time which he spent 
around there when Woodrov Wilson was President. They had the President down 
there for his health, tanning his skin to get him ready for the coming campaign. 
They are afraid to let him slip out of their sight for a minute and want to keep 
him in hand all the time. Them and the arch spenders of the palace guard the 
Hopkins, the Wallaces and the rest. 


ally gpe t, 


“OO 


munists, Browder and the rest. You know 


Those dirty Com » Browder id the ou know Browder actually spen 
time with the President in the 1940 campaign and he is with him again, this 


time under a new name. You know Stalin dissolved the Communist Party or Inter— 
natlonale, probably for his own purposes, and I really can see no sense to him 
having one in the United States which takes orders from }ioscow and must be sup 
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ported financially when the Vice President of the United States runs up and 

down our Country making speeches for him. You know he made a speech in Oregon 
in which he described the coming revolution and paid high praise to the Russian 
system of government, well I say if he likes Russia so well why doesn't he go 
there? You know I said I would make him a milkman in China. Well I didn't think 
they would take me so seriously but now I see they are sending him to China. 

That 1s a good place for him, maybe the Russianswill decide to take over there 
and he can have just what he wants for he and his ilk are no good to this great 
Country. 


How can we accomplish all these things which we want to do to keep our Country 
the same as it was designed by the great founders Washington, Jefferson and 
Franklin. Well I will tell you, you can't just make it as you want it by 

hating Roosevelt, the bureaucrats and tyrants that have taken over Washington. 
You have to love your Country. I married Mrs. Smith whom you see seated here 

on the platform. I made love to her and courted her and I won her by maxing love 
to her and not by telling her how mich I hated other women. Well that is the way 
it is in every day life, you mst love something to be constructive not just 
hate. We will be married 20 years come June God willing. We don't belong to 
clubs or go in for enterteining. We don't have time.. ‘We lead a simple life 
carrying on the fight for American Freddom to which I devote practically all 

of my time. (Told of his son who is in the Armed services and presently in a 
hospital in India - says when he returns he wants him to take up the life of a 
useful citizen.) 


we have set the roots of a powerful Nationalist Party in this country and if 
we are defeated this year we will be able to go on to 1948 and win the election 
that year. I know Americans such as are in this audience matt always be for 
America first. . 


Now I want to report on the progress we have made since the last meeting. We 
have a definite program for the America First Perty in the coming election and 


_ have a five plank platform which I hope the Republicans will be sensible enough 


to incorporate in their platform and ratify at the Convention in Chicago. They 
have had a taste of the power of the America First Party in ‘tiisconsin and they 
reine they can't win without the support of the America First Party this year, 


sai here is our platform: 


1. A $1,000 bonus for every veteran of this war who cs served more thea & year 
in the Armed Forces. Think of it only $1,000 but at the present it is the 
best we can do for them without increasing the burden of taxation. These 
men were conscripted — dragged from their homes and families and deserve 
every consideration after fighting this global war. How will this money be 
obtained, We will stop such foolishness as lend-lease and the good neighbor 
policy. You don't have to buy good neighbors. A friend is a friend. Those 
traitors in Washington have dumped six billion dollars into South America 
buying good will. This will be stopped. Think of that amount of money it 
would pay 31,000 each to the first six million men demobilized and we would 
be a long way on the say to demobilization and the return to peace, 
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2. Take careof the workers by paying salaries of $10, $15, $20, $25 dollars a 
day. Concerns in this country are able to do this and I cite the Lincoln 
Electric Company of Cleveland. This Company shares Protits with employees 

.and it is not uncommon for an employee to make $5,000 to $5,400 a year. The 
concern is one of the soundest financially, has paid dividends regularly for 

the past twenty years and still pays its employees these salaries. They 

heve found.over a period of time that such a system steadily increases a workers 
output of production - sometimes as much as four times as much as one who does 
not share in the profits. Pass a law saying that over a certain amount which 

is used to pay dividends, all profits in excess of that amount which are not 
shared among employees must be paid to the Government in taxes, 








3. A Cash bonus to farmers for producing, not for destraying, food. Think of 
farmers ploughing under wheat and cotton when all this can be corrected by 
z reform of the process of distribution and a clean-up in our money systen. 
f -. An era of plenty can replace an era of want if we let the American farmer 
i \. produce as much as possible, pay him a reasonable wage for his work and price 
for his commodities and see that it is properly distributed to where it is 
needed. If we do this there will be an abundance of butter, meat, milk and 
all goods now rationed. There is no need for such nonsense in this great 


wt SMS Se 


4. Restore private enterprise by outlawing monopoly and eliminating bureaucratic 
interference in business, Think of it during the present war 250,000 small 
business men have gone to the wall. Do you know that 80% of the billions 
spent on this war and let in Government contracts have been to less than one— 
hundred firms in the country. I would restore the profit motive to tmsiness 

ye by decreasing taxes, furnishing employment and doing away with bureancratic 

7 interference, The little business man mst have a chance. If your son or hus- 

- band comes home from the war and wants to start a clothing store; gasoline filli: 
stakion, grocery store or any other kind of business with his @1,000 bonus he 
must feel free to do so.. He mst not be afraid that some big monopoly will 

put him out of business. Take the big 011 monopoly, we know it is controlled 

by five companies but has no right to put any man out of business. Neither 

should the clothing monopoly before the man has his suits /first ‘suits/ sold 
from the rack. 





d¢ Our foreign policy. No world government. No international bank. A strong 
National defense. Trade with all nations - permanent alliances with none, 
The America First Party is opposed to any form of world government, no matter 
what name or form is assigned to it by the tyrants in Washington. We don't 
want our boys to police the world, We want them to come home after this war 
is over and won and take up a useful place as citizens of this great country. 
If you don't believe me ask one of them and he will tell you in no uncertain 
terms. You know this international bank turns people's stomachs and sometimes 


it gets so strong even too strong for those who advocate it thoroughly. I 
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want to read an editorial from the Philadelphia Record of May 22nd, This 
editorial is in a paper which has consistently supported the policies of 
internationalism put forth by Roosevelt. lr. Stern the publisher and editor 
is among the leading proponents of international cooperation in the country. 
This editorial deals with a United Nations Allies scheme put forth to lure 
us away from the American System (read part of the editorial). It was even 
' too strong’for ltr. Stern's stomach and it turned over. Now let me point 
out to you, even Mr. Stern could not stand this program.. Once you enter 
into this conglomeration you cannot withdraw. Now isntt that something, 
Imagine you sign away your birth right to enter a nefarious scheme and can 
never get out of it no matter what happens. 


The last point is no matter what happens you cannot go to war under any circum- 
stances, Think of it, wouldn't the world have a lot of fun with us. Suppose 
Stalin decided that the Mexicans should cross the Rio Grande and take half of 
Texas. All he would have to do was tell the Liexicans to go ahead and he thought 

it was a good thing and the Mexicans would boil over the border and we could not 

go to war and chase them back where they belong. Anything like that could happen 
to us. Well fr. Stern soured at this. I don't give him credit for being a great _- 
statesman but he is a smart editor and publisher “and has good nostrils. Hen. Ce 
tell which way the wind is blowing and.scent what the American people war! oe 
tell you we must build a strong fortified citadel with a ring of steel : a 
composed of islands like Iceland, Bermuda, preetend and Hawaii and Lest the cet 

of the world mind their own business. 
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scheme not long ago. Nations of the world are supposed to put in money ac 
to their share of the world's gold. Well there is no use of me telling you 
what will ahppen. We have all of the gold so we will put in all the money. In 
any of those super—duper schemes which they want to set up with headoarters in 
Casablanca they always want one or two Americans in the group to write and sign 
Checks. And by the way I might tell you that since we took all the gold in the 
country to Fort Knox and buried it in the ground, I am demanding thet it be 
counted. Let's see if it is all there, I want to knon if any of it has been shipped 
or taken away to some foregin country for some sort of nonsense, or to set up sone 
sort of wild scheme. I don't trust the people who have had control of our gold. 


I heave more good news for you. We have arranged a giant rally to be held in 


Chicago by the America First Party the night before the opening of the Republican | 
Convention. There will be two thousand of Cur leaders there from all over the 


country. The rent of the hall will cost eight hundred dollars, We will demand 

a showdown with the Republican Convention and they must insert our planks in their 
platform. We are particularly interested in the strong nationalist plank. If 
they dontt do this | we will not support them in the election and they can't win 
without the support of the America First Party. If they refuse to accept our 
program I will be the candidate for Presiddnt of the America First Party. I 

know it is a trip to the cross bub I will make the sacrifice for I know that our 
Nation faces a crisis such as it has never faced in its history. If I am defeated 
we will have laid the groundwork for 1948 and then we will win for nationalism 
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will have swept the Country. 


I know that it will require a great deal of me physically but I have a strong. 
body given to me by the loins of a God-fearing father and the womb of - Christian 
mother. I have counted up in the past 2 weeks and I have had just 484 hours 
sleep. You ask me how I do it. Well God gives me strength. I will continue 
this fight as long as I have a breath in my body and a pulse in my wrist. My 
father will celebrate his 58th wedding anniversary this year and he retired 

from the ministry on his 50th wedding anniversary. 





Now friends at this point I would like to stop. People often ask why I don't 
drop the curtain at this point and I would like to do so very much. I am covered 
with sweat and I would like to go back to my hotel room, take a bath and rest for 
I mast catch a train at 20 minutes to one and ride until late tomorrow morning 

to get the point which I want to reach. You know I was late tonight. Well a 
long distance phone call from Detroit delayed me. It was about an article for 
the magazine Cross and Flag on which I had to make a decision, You know paper 

is scarce and I have a few copies which you may secure as you go out as long as 
they last. Leave any contribution you desire or just take one. I would like 

to stop but how many will remain seated for 10 minutes, maybe it will only take 

8 minutes, You know if I stopped at this point it would be very nice but I 

would go back to my hotel without knowing your names and nothing would nBEP Ss 

we can't carry on this fight that way « 





Now will you ushers please step to the front and I want some volunteers from the 


audience. Just step up here. Now hand them the envelopes. Hold them in your 
yy hands until everyone has one. Now take out the pencil and write in the upper 


ee a left hand corner the number of tickets you want for our next big rally in Phila- 

be fy. delphia, 100, 50, 25, 10 or 5.. jie are going to have a big one I think in Com 
= vention Hall and I am trying to make arrangements to have Senator Rob Reynolds, 

a Chairman of the Senate Vilitary affairs committee on hand to address youe Now 


write your name and address on the envelope and put into it any amount which you 
see fit. You can make it on a monthly basis or if you don't want to do that put in 
any amount of cash you desire. Now replace the pencil for they are scarce and 

seal the envelope. Pass them toward the aisles and hold them up so the ushers 

can see them. Someone take care of the galleries please. who is going to the 
galleries. Answers (hirs. MILLER and Mrs. LEITERBACH). They will take care of it. 


yf 
- 


Now just one more word, I have some other good nevis for you, a coalition of 
Democratic and Republican Congressmen whom I visited the other day have promised 
me that they are both working in their parties to get rid of this new deal element 
which are fighting so hard. Think of it even Demorrats want to get rid of these 
traitors, There are some copies of J. Edgar Jones "So They Indicted Me" just 

a few on hand and you may secure them as you go out along with copies of Cross 

and the Flag while they last. 


I want to pay high tribute to the great Catholic Church and the Catholic hierarchy 
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for the way in which they handled a situation which was created by those tryants 
in -Washington and which they then tried to shove over on the church when their 
diabolical plot was discovered. You know when we went to war over Poland, at 
least that was the excuse for starting the war when the Germans invaded Poland. 


Now the picture has changed and it looks like Poland is to be invaded from the 


east by Russia, Well to win back this Polish vote they got a Polish Priest and 
he went to Vashington where Roosevelt initialed his passport, put him in a special 
plane and flew him by the most secret route to Russia. In Moscow he was supposed 
ie confer with Stalin, come back to America and give the New Deal credit for 
saving Poland, The scheme backfired and criticism arose in this Country of the 
plot. Immediately he was said to have made the trip on his own initiative, but 
the Catholic hierarchy knew how to handle the matter. He was ordered home and 
was unfrocked as well as other disciplinary action. The whole scheme was ex~ 
posed for just what it was, a New Deal trick to regain the Polish vote. The 
Church lost no prestige, but instead has increased in stature in the minds of 
true Americans for their firm and decisive action in a matter where they might 
have been drawn in New Deal politics. 


Stalin ordered the White House to have the Government destroy all the copies of 
investigations made against the Communists, but when I left Washington this 
morning the records were still intact. 


He then had all persons stand, and repeat the Lord's Prayer in unison... He then 
stated: The ushers will pass out ¢ards to you bearing the five planks in our 
platform as you go out the door. Take as many as you want and pass them along 
to your friends. You will have to pardon me if IT seem to rush away without 
shaking hands with all of you but I must take a bath and catch my train. How 
ever, Mrs. LUNDEEN would like to shake hands with each and everyone of you and 
if you so desire just step up here to the platform. Good night now and God 
bless you all. 


There were no signs or decorations in the auditorium. A legal size American 
flag was properly displayed on the stage. There were approximately 450 persons 
in attendance. The audience was very a It is not known the amount of . 
money that was collected." 7 — Syne eee « 
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ce oe mame advises SMITH has 1%) 
a 4 " been eeier in. extensive speaking tours for 
wll the past two months. S?ITH apparently intends 
y; SY, to take active part in gext presidential election 
. \ | ihe and has expressed viewpoint that he mey decide 
wer WA A to have himself nominated for the presidency. 


SYNOPSIS OF FaCTS: 


















SiITH has filed petitions with Michigan Secretar 





Vad of State requesting that AMERTCs FIRST PARTY be 
ot i placed on ballot at tim of next election. tie 
wy contected VAVIAINELES of Connecticut relative 
or to her dispute with the Government over alleged 
jliezgel disclosure of mail written by herself, 


= and requested KELLEMS to address SMITH rally but 
| KELLEUS refused to particisate. No further 
Pd recent evidence to indicate SMITH intends to organize 
a, 















rw ey) war veterans, SMITH continues to evince interest = 
Oe” in sedition trials in Washington, D. C. 7 . 
Alors G4 its, +4 ‘ -. ‘ : ae ; ; : ¥ 
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. a. 
aa a ty . 
ee DETAILS; - At Detroit, Michigan ss * a 
oy 3 All of the information set forth here ige 
Gare | : stated, has been received fro } 
B- F . whose identity is: known to the _ ct. 79 
ee Inf vised that in the month of March, 1944, SMITH 
- og had contacted formerly connected with the Ford Motor Company, 


stated that he had attended a recent Reverend Father ' 
COUGHLIN meeting, and that at this meeting comment was made to the effect 
that the National Service Act would create chaos and that it would be used qe 
as a bayonet in labor's back to allow the Administration to take over Y 
twenty-five thousand dollars that the various labor unions had accumulated. 
SMITH at the time of his conversation with stated to that 

all over. the country. 


all of Father COUGHLIN'S friends were his frien 
game informant advised that SMITH had been contacte 
Ye of Baltimore, Maryland, at which time 
attempted to meeting place in Baltimore, Mary- 
ae = alae time SMITH advised ‘that he wanted pcos ee to 
arrange a meeting with WALTERAMIDDIE of Maryland; that RIDDLE Wes desirous . 
of running for the Senate and wanted to seek the advice of-SMITH. Informant bre 


stated further that on or about March 15, 1944, SMI contacted the Ford 
|) |g ire Company and at that time he had related that had 
a a 


at which time 























dly met SMITH at the Statler Hotel in Detroit, tim 


n=: expressed a desire to contact Father. COUGHLIN. 





This same informant advised-that some time in March, 194K, 
SMITH had attended a meeting at the Central Methodist Church, which meeting | 
was addressed by MAXERNER, whom the newspapers described as a "liberal from 
the East,* and at that time SMITH became cuite aroused over statements made 
by LERNER and jumped onto the stage and chet lenged LERNER to a debate, which 
challenge was not accepted, 


Informant advised further that d eived information 
to the effect that SMITH had contacted one rae atl Detroit in March, 
1944, and at that tim dvised that he was a abled World ‘iar 1 
veteran and presently reside at g03) Lincoln Avenue, Detroit, Michigan. At bie 
this time SMITH mentioned to hat he was trying to organize a Veterans 


Committee in the AMERICA FIR » and that SMITH was desirous of securing > 
the aid of a World War veteran to hel the cause and serve on the committee. 
WH ececty eee ae at the Veterans Hospital in Detroit, —~ 
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_ an Suppe dly pro romis éd to comacy Ur VOmMamiecr of the LOCSL AMETICaN 
Le getietes t in a scatteact to lecate an individual who would be able to help 
;'| SLITH organize the World War Veterans of War No. 2. Since that tim, however, 
| there has been no further evidence to indicate that SMITH actually intends 
to follow Sy Ouee, with his announced intentions of organizing the Veterans 
j } Committee of the AIERICA FIRST PARTY. 


Informant advised that SMITH had recently apparently been 
having some trouble with his local printer, and SMITH was of the opinion 
that the Anti-Defamation League in this area had contacted his printer and 


Or end WEA kk ak he et A ed SY Whine tebe Ww Le Se WIA SO eh hi CS he —_.a 


attempted to persuade the printer to discontinue printing SIITH'S publi~ 
cations. SMITH stated along these lines that the printer was supposed to 


\ have contacted the Police Department, and at that time was advised by the 


, Pgylice t that if he did not print the material someone else certainly: would, so 
We might just as well print the publications and get the business. 









i 
A: On March 20, 1944, it was ascertained by informant that 
RDWARDAGONES of Louisiana, the author of the book entitled, "And So They 
Indicted Me, had on or about that date sent a check to SUTTH in the amount 
of $890.00 to pay the bill then owed by SMITH to the Bopesar Breas » his 
local printer. SMITH stated at that time that he in i 
thousand books to JONES. 
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had received a letter from one 
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Informant related further that SNITH had been in contact with 
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GOR KOLSKY, a New York commentator, and that SHITH had been discussing 
with SOKOLSKY t the possibilities of DEEY becoming elected President, 


SIQITH contacted Miss VIVIAN KELLEMS of Westport, Connecticut, 
at which time he expressed his sympathy to her aftcr her alleged accusations 


against the United States Government of illegal disclosure of mail written by” 
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De 62-1126 
herself. SMITH stated that he was entirely in accord with the views expressed 


by Miss KELLEMS and extended an invit ation to KELLEMS to address one of the 
SHTTH rallies, advising KELLEMS that in all likelihood she would receive 

a tremendous ovation from the people in the Midwest for her attitude in this 
dispute. KELLEMS stated that until the _ matter had been settled by appropriate 
Sena estigating Co tee e de articinate 

in any SHITH meetings. 


Informant has advised the Detroit Field Office on numerous ) 


is that SMITy annarently je very tnterested In the oaunterarke nf the 
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present sedition trials in Washington, D. C. SMITH. apparently is interested 
mostly in the outcome of the case against GERALD WINROD, and has expressed 
the opinion on several occasions that WINROD is not gurtlty in this parti- 
Cular matter. SMITH has also expressed the opinion that the Government has 
taken five or six guilty seditionists and linked their nams with twenty or 
twenty-five patriotic Americans with the idea in mind of smearing the "good, . 
patriotic Americans" in the eyes of the public. Along these lines 

been continuously advised as to the progress of the trials yas bLIW 
an acquaintance of SMITH, who apparently is attending the tria nasnington, 
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Informant advised the first week of May, 1944, that SMITH 

had filed petitions with the Michigan Secretary of ie for the purpose of 
Ita - +h 
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Michigan, 5 
This same informant advised that SMITH becans very inter- 
ested in the iontgomery iard case, and that SIMITH sent a telegram of con-~ 
gratulations to SHiELL AVERY, Operations Manager for Montgomery Ward, con- - 
gratulating aVERY for his couragcous stand. SiITH has also expressed the 
opinion that men like AVERY should be persuaded to run for the presidency. 


SMITH has recently iano a eentue et with JOSEPHYPEN of the 


Sun O11 Company in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, who is, ieee z to SiTTH F 

"a great political leader in the East," and at that tim SiITH inquired of 
PEW as to the identity of the candidate Paw was supporting for the Presidency. 
PEW at that tim statcd that he was intcrested either in the candidacy of 
BRICKER or DEWEY, and informant stated that although FEW scemed to be quite 
cordial in his statcments with SiITH, PE definitely did not indicate ary 
desire to have any political affiliation or social affiliation with SITH 


or the ALERICA FIRST PARTY. - — hm 
. = ~ 4 td 
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Informant stated that in the early part of May, 1944, SMITH 
had mt a group of his constituents in Flint ana Saginaw, Michigan, with the. 
idea in mind of having those persons circulate petitions in the northern 
part of Michigan, requesting that the AJIERICA FIRST PARTY be placed on the 
next ballot in Michigan. 





Informant also related that Ie had received iaomebion 
; to the effect that SIMTH had persuaded DONALDALOHBECK of St. Louis, Missouri, 
to participate in STH mcetings in various séctions of the country. SMITH 
apparently is desirous of aecuring the services of LOAHECK to help make 
arrangements for various metings throughout the country. LOHHECK, along 
these sazé lines, has indicated a desire to actively participate with SiITH | 
: in various mctings throughout the country, and in fact there is a great 
2 i Baker that LOHHECK might be & permancnt mober on the SMITH payroll. 
aa. 
) In connection with a meting which was to be held in 
Clevelend, Ohio, on May 15, 1944, SMITH, prior to that tim’, had commmni- 
— cated with Senator ROBERTACSYNOLDS in Washington, D. Ce, and requested that 
Meee as the Senator send a telegrdh of congratulations to the SMITH group on the. 
evening of May 15, ths night of the contemplated SITH mecting in Cleveland., 
REYNOLDS at that tim ‘promised STH that he would send the telegram of | a 
congratulations. 


@m or about this (Same date SiiTH ’ in a conversation with 

DONALD LOHEECK, stated that when LOHBECK was mking arrangements for SMITH 
mestings to be held in the St. Louis area LOHBECK should not pay any 
attention to the Slovak groups but should find out about the Polish, Germn 
and Irish churches and also suggestcd that the appropriate officials in the 

: various Lutheran churches might be approached for active support of the SMITH 
a cause, SIfITE was more or less planning on a meting to be held in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin on June 1, 1944, although SMITH has apparently becom involved in 
some dispute with the Milvaukee authoriti¢s concerning the rental of a hall 
din Milwaukee. There 4s a great possibility that SMITH will not be able 

to secure a meeting placo in Milvaukee on June 1, 1944, the date which he 
has specified he desired to conduct this particular mecting. . 
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The following information was received from b Oo 
tit own to the Bureau, ©. Sa a 
tts | 
mation sct forth hereinafter, ‘The inforuation neces from this informant! 
is being set forth verbatin. 4 = 
a 
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Subject GER:LD L.:'K. SMITH attended a mesting at the Christian 
Temple, Pontiac, Michigan, on May 4, 1944, which meeting was attended by 
Special ont ST o: the Detroit Field Office. Information relative 
to this meeting, mivued by Special Agent is being set forth as 
follows: — = b7— | 


= oe ee 






ne 


"SMITH stressed particularly the "Montgomery ‘jar Case," 
stating that this was a striking example of "Hitlerism" and of "Bureaucratic 
Fascism and stated that if the Bureaucrats could throw a businessman out of 


his place of business, they could also throw a preacher out of his church. 


: "SMITH stated that he had been in Washington recently, had 
talked to a promincnt member of the United States Senate and had been advised 
that the United States forces would suffer a million casualties within the _ 
next ninety days as a result of the invasion. He stated this would be the 
greatest "blood bath" in all history, ami that it could have been avoided if 
President Roosevelt had spent the country's money, from 1933 on, for ships 
and guns instead of for various "boondoggling projects." 
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"Sub ject explained that he had tried to prevent the United 
States from entering the war, and that he was proud of what he had done in 
this effort. While, he stated, he was now behind the war ore hundred per cent, 
he did not want any internatdionalists, such as President Roosevelt, to run 
the country any longer or to dictate peace terms. Subject stated he did 
not begrudge the billions of dollars which were being spent on training army 
and feeding American soldiers, but that he did denounce the Administration 
ee for spending additional billions for "useless lend lease" and for puneneerne 
t good will in South America. 





? With reference to the sedition trial now being held in 
Washington, Subject said this was an exhibition much like the "Moscow triais# 
_ hy of several years back; that the Administration had been afraid to indict any 
aoe important individuals, such as Senator NYE, Colonel LINDBERGH or himself, and 
‘ had stooped to the device of indicting a lot of "little people." Subject 
an stated that this trial marked a new high spot in un-constitutional activity 
Is by the New Deal since the defendants were being tried in ijashington, instead 
of in their home localities, which procedure ; is poneiieey. un-constitutional, 
according to the Subject. 


a red to +La TTA Mra TAD? Taham Pies PE 
#Subje ct also rere bO LHS Alol INSVADSWORTH LWA Lai 


Bill as being slavery and stated that. a “ball of this kind could become law 
nowhere else in the world except in Russia or Germany. 





< , At frequent intervals Subject referred to his AMERICA FIRST 
: party, stating that its slogan was "Christ first in America." After the 
ee: meeting went on it developed that the principal purpose of SMITH'S appearance 
pad was to obtain about five hundred signatures on petitions to put this party on 
ne the ballot in Michigan. The pastor of the Christian Temple, Reverend MARION, 
4 is a close friend of the Subject and evidently had circulated petitions among 


the members of his church, SMITH appeared very displeased when ho learmd 
that only one hundred fifty names had been obtained and insisted that the 
church would have to get out and get another three hundred fifty names before 
Sunday. He wound up by offering several prizes to the people who got the . 
greatest amount of mms. 


i 


¢. 


KSIITH was the only spéakcr on the program, being intro- 
duced by Reverend MARION. The latter recently got into considcrable diffi- 
culty with tho OPA in Pontiac as a result of allcged illegal use of gasoline 
rationing coupons. In the courso of his rcmarks, “Sub ject “defended MARION, 
stating that his courage in facing the OPA had been instrumental in obtaining 
more gasoline for all preachcrs throughout the country since it had brought 
the situation to the attention of Congress. About one hundred fifty persons .- 
were in attendance at the mecting." 
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Under date of May 18, 1944, t 
advised by the Milwaukee Field Office that 
mant of the Milwaukee Office that 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 
"} 


IN ACCORDANCE iITH BUREAU INSTRUCTIONS INVESTIGATIVE REPORTS 


SUBIUTTED IN THIS PARTICULAR CaSE ARs NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED TO 
OTHER GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES 3 








BUFFALO FIELD OFFICE 
At Buffalo, New York, will conduct appropriate investi~ 
gation at the time of the ALERICA FIRST meting on May 17, 1944, snd submit 
results of investigation in report forn. 
z BaLTIMCRE FIELD OFFICE 


| At Baltimore, Mary land, will conduct similar investigation - 
at the time of the Baltimore meeting, May 22, 1944. 


CINCINNATI FIELD OFFICE 





at Greenville, Ohio, will conduct appropriate investigation 
at the tim of the AMERICA FIRST rally in Greenville on June 4, 1944. 


CLEVELAND FIELD OFFICE 


ra 
ee : At Cleveland, Ohio, will conduct similar investigation at 
ps the tim of the SMITH meting in this city on May 15, 1%44. . y 


. At Toledo, Ohio, will conduct similar investigation at the 
time of the SMITH meting in Toledo on Jure 2, 1944, at the Hotcl Secor. 


| PHILADELPHIA FIELD OFFICE 


At Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, will conduct similar investi- 
gation in this city at the meeting held on May 25, 1944. 


PITTSBURGH FIGID OFFICE 


At Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, will conduct similar investi- 
gation at the time of the SNITH meeting in this city on May 18, 1944. 


MILWsAUKBE FISLD OFFICE 

at Milweukce, Wisconsin, will conduct similar investi~ 
gation in that city with refcrenco to the contemplated meeting of the SMITH 
-group in tho first weck of Juns, 1944. | 


~ 25 





ae ty eo 


ann Boe Baa ite, neon” ee ; 
ee ee RETR Ee ee a ee ee : 
ei hin anc Berth Sad ate ME Se 





hi 
° e 
. e 
. ee r 
‘ ae 
* e * B Soop 
. vs egy 
- 
id 
A - -t rs 





DETROIT FIELD OFFICE 


ra 


At Detroit, Michigan, will maintain contact with con- 
fidential informants mentioned in the body of the instant report with reference 
to further activities of Subject. 


mais’ a beter ook 


a LETTERS HAVE BEEN FORWARDED TO THE RESPECTIVE OFFICES 
RELATIVE. TO MESTINGS TO BE HELD BY THE AMERICA FIRST 
PARTY IN THEIR PaRTICULAR CITIES. 
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IDENTITY OF INFORMANTS 


‘The identity of confidential informants mentioned in the y7 — 


report of Special Agent ae as follows; 
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TITLE: GEHALD L. K. S.ATH, with aliases; CASE: INTERNAL SECURITY -G 
tos fl. ERICA FIRST PARTY SECLRITY bATTER$3 SEDITION 
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' whistant Attorney General Ton C, Clark 
APM *; ;¢ CG : 
4 Ecgar Hoover ~ Director, Federal Burean of Investigation 
OCRALD Le Ke SUTTH | 
THE “A MICA FIRST FaRTY ; 


DiTCRKAL SECURITY 
SEDI TICH 


For your further information {n your consi dernticn: 
of this case there is attached a copy of an additioal report 


submitted ae al Agent at Detroit, Michigan, 
an ome 9, 19 





Also attached are photostatic copies of the following 
enclosures which are doscribed or otherwise re in the 
body of the report: 


le Th Arty 25 tenn of he Cots ad the 


2. A statenont prepared by subject Smith and headed, 
"Personal lessage Concerning Desperate Opposition 





and Other Hatters." 
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S» Releases purportedly prepared by subject Saith for 
Ege release on the following dates: May 10, Lay 16,. 
eae Warch 25, and Karch 27, 19h. | 
Stead 6. A nossage headed, "The 30," purportedly prepared by. 





Je A olrcular headed, "Petition.® 


A statement prepared by subject Smith dated at 
for igafle Richi. cht Ea and headed, "Special Message 


Sadth in the form of a preas release 
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TO : J, ‘EDGAR HOOVER TaectoR, FBI: "3 ane: . DATE: “dune 21, 194k | 






Paso Field Divis ae 


" SUBJECT: GERALD LYMAN SMITH © - | “al NEDOMATION CONTAINED 
seman roa = 0, amron HERE'S SACLASSIFED 





FROM : D. as BRYCE, 


splat 
















Pe ee - NTE eigeeee_BY smh 
Reference is made to morandum dated March 20, 1944 . 
advising that one who arrived as a passenger 
from Mexico at El Faso, Texas, via American Air Lines on 
be identical with one ~ 
who is an active supporter 0 ~ 
. above captione al and subject of a pending case in 
the Detroit Field Division. This mamorandum further reported 
that information was also received that subject was a supporter — : 
of Fri uhn and his various activities in Sonnes yen with the 
German American Bund. §. 6 2 ne 
Height : 
; Weight (no. , 4x . Y 
Bs : Hair : ae os pe he HC ee” a A Ww ! 
~~ ‘1 " © Marital status . a ie | yp! 8 
‘ : - Finger printed in 
Complexion ; 
a ae 2 It is to be noted that this passenger, shen ivan his travel. eeetione 
peu, naire enroute fram Mexico City, would not fill it out and return it | 
a to the hostess; however, upon his arrival an interview indicated that 
a . he had failed to — out a ee and after ‘hig a ee oh 
‘= a 206 or 13. Io eet te 
k ss Lae Fis ah, ek _ ae f eet a 
7 50 wul , wrt ee ee 
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a ov o f Ralecier 

y ~ bs ( ~ e : 

3 , 

; by the Army offical on the panel that the presentation of such 
information would expedite his being handled by the panel, he 
became very cooperative and after learning also that the FBI 
was participating in the panel, stated that if the information 
was for the FBI, it was okey as he would "do anything for the 
FBI. ". 

The above information is being furnished to the Bureau, Detroit, 
and New York Field Divisions as being information of possible 
value in this case. 
ams 17 
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oe Federal Bureau “of Tavestiget ion’ : = : oe ae 
{SUBJECT (ePALD Le Ke SMITH, weas >” oe ao So) pe Heian <. 
Mr.  Muratoed So 


ae prom : JOHN B. LITTLE, sac, Buffalo’ 
f 





a = INTERNAL SECURITY ~ 0. » (Bureau F File #6213818). 3 ee a 
‘Ratotence is cay to cpireau letter dated Gone is” 9Lbe Your ba 


attention is respectfully directed to my letter of June » in thés.s candy 
above-captioned matter, advising that the temporary Bee surveil 


on the subject's rooms,, Numbers “606 and 608, at the Hotel Statler, Buffélo,.. 
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sa-¢ indfoation th:t Scith eich have arranged or sauce to hove arrange: for 
interview at the Ford Campany, 


Ta sad of Pile indi vicual's recurrent, asssctasicn with abject Saith 
BS Vie 236y Way 4G Feporualiy hag aonewnat of a rysterious backcround, 
the, Bureau Gesires that you furnish the Wasiiington Pield Division all pertinent 
information in your fleas as to and that thereafter the Washington Ficld 
Division conkhict a vory digo ration for the ITpose 
ee (at presont at least) of developing pertinent data as to background, 
eas previous etnias eplopmenty current abies toe artes 7 
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Office Memorandum - “UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
ro: ‘Director, FE : a ae : ; a) aga be 28, 19h 


FROM : SAC, Saint Louls 


SUBJECT: GERALD L. Oat ars with alias; re FIRST PARTY; 61 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G; SECURITY MATTER: SEDITION ** 730 
(Bureau File No. 62-3818) 


| purean latter dated June 19, 1964 sesmtes the Saint Louis Field 
Division to advise regarding the source information concerning the presence 

of Communists in front of the meeting hall at the time SMITH gave his recent 
talk in Saint Louis on June 6, 1944. 


of the Saint Louls Field Di 

t Party on signt, observed 
an in front 

stri ga ck e beration". 


This leaflet dealt with the Beate of the Seconi Front ani was — by 












__ the "State Committees, Mis so urd Communist Party*. 


All of the ‘above named individmls are members of the Souauniet 


Party. 


Ms Several copies of the above mentioned leaflets are being retained 
in the files of the Saint Louls Field Eee, 


bruly yo By . 


G. B. a. | 
Speclal Agert in Charge 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Tuts casEOriginatep aT DETROIT, MICHIGAN FILE No. 100-7463 


REPORT MAD AT PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY . 
WHICH MADE : 
_Sleveland, Onto 2/6 | ET 
cee LYMAN KENNETA4QOTH, wa sages cae 


d Le KC Schmidt 7 ila cer -a 
The ommittee of 1 000,000" wo SATS 








SEDITION 





SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: | Meeting held 6/2/44, Secor Hotel Ballroon, 
poredo, Ohio. Approximately 350 persons in 
o sty attendance. SNITH alleged comnittee has become 
4 


a pressure group to make labor party cater - 


|b 
ree ee? to will of people. SIITH denounced New Deal, !'~* 
oy Commnist Party and any international affiliation 
A following the war. Guest speaker was CHARIES G 
wal bot st a\s ar’ INDERUP, former U.S. Congressman from Nebraska. 


Mane \ oa _ 
ge | : .~ Roc - 
REFERENCE: Bureau File No. 62-43818. 


Letter from the Detroit see aaa dated / 







DETAILS: At 8:30 pame, dune 2, 1944 GERALD LK. sunt“ Oe 
National Director of the American First Party ; 

addressed an audience of approximately 350 

persons in the Ballroom of the Secor Hotel 

at Toledo, Ohio. To gain admission to the 

+ hall it was necessary to present a card of 
. “  - ‘admission which is described as follows: 









"This card will adrit bearer and friends to 

Anerican First Rally". Place and date also set 
forth. "Speakers: Congressman CHARLES G. 
BINDERUP of Nebraska, subject: International 
Conspiratorsa; GERALD L.K. SM{TH, just returned 
from nation-wide tour." Among many topics vata NDLED BY 
be discussed were the following: 
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" "The "No Election" Conspiracy - Slave Act 666 = 
Bureaucratic Tyrants - New Deal Communists ~< The 
Farm Crisis - The Internationalists - Treason in, - 
Washington - World Government - The Fourth Term 3 


Diatkt _ min Jeaynae — Wat Rawasursnntoe eA Lhanrcra me 
A LW = Dynamic hLwIWwiawe = Lat Vl VaUVIL avs. and nungary 2 
Veterans = International Bankers = International 
Politicians 


Admission Free"® 


Also circulated prior to the meeting was a pamphlet entified 
"America First Principles" and is summarized as follows: 


"SMITH sets forth that America mist be put 
first at all tires -. ” 
2. No compromise of National Sovereignty. ‘ 
ca 3. Repeal Bureaucratic Fascism. a 
: 4. Fight New Deal Commnism. bids 
5. Less Money For oeera Politics and More 
For Discharged Veterans. | . 
6. No Labor Draft. 
7. Restoration of the Pere of Private 
Enterprise." 
Also set forth as emergency digaues‘ign ‘the same pamphlet 
ares 


"A, Fight the Slave Act--Senate Resolution No. 666. 
: Be. Fight All Attempts To Call Offithe Election. = 
. _ €- Expose Conspiracy To Steal the Soldiers! Vote, ~ 
4 


The meeting was opened with the singing of the first and 
last stanza of ‘America"™ following which SMITH summed up the advances 
made by The Committee of 1,000,000. Ye stated that the numbers in 
the organization were increasing daily and that the power of the group. 
was being recognized by politicians and the newspapers, He further 
said that because of his personal contacts WENDELL WILLKIE had been 
defeated in his attempt to gain the Republican nomination for pre-e 
sident. He further stated that the organization has become a pre- 
ssure group and that pressure has been and is being applied upon 
Republican leaders to force them to follow certain policies of the 
committee. He said that a mamnoth rally was arranged in Chicago, 
Tilinois to be held the night preceding the Republican National 
Convention at which time the committee's demands will be formulated 
and presented to the Republican leaders. 
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- 77> -~ He stated that sone ‘of the eereroaiy: accomplishments ares 


1. WILLKIE out ‘of the presidential picture, oe, 2 


oe 2e Republican National Convention being held. out 


of New York City in the East and 
3. Making the Republican Party recognize the 
strength of his groupe 


In connection with WILLKIS's failure to gain backing in 
Wisconsin, SMITH said that he personally was in Wisconsin and spoke — 
against WILLKIE because following the last presidential election 
he had gold out to the New Deal Bureaucrats. He said also that 
as a result of the power of the group and his personal speeches - 
the Republican National Convention was being held in the Midwest 
at Chicago, Illinois. Ne explained that this was desirous inasmch 


_ ag. the galleries could not be packed by New Dealers to applaud 


someone to their liking into the Republican nomination, 


Following this, he stated that various articles have been 
written by newspapers over the country which recocnize the power 
of his groupe He alleged that an article had been written in the 
Cleveland Plain Dealer, which set forth that in the political 
editors opinion GERALD L.K. SMITH's party held the palate of power 
between Republicans and Democrats in Chio. 


Following his attack on WILLKIE and the era he pres . 
sented five aims for which the sGrussds" is Peery fighting: 
1. "$1, 000 to every Veteran of this War when mustered 
out. (Less money for foreign politics—more money 
for American Veterans.) 


In a discussion of this item Si:ITH alleged that. in South 
America alone approximately 6 million dollars was spent in trying 


‘to buy control and in attempts to control the political issues 


in those countries. He stated that if this money had been kept - 

at home it would be sufficient to give 6,000,000 men $1,000 when 
mustered out of the Armed Forces, He stated that after the last 

war the Veterans had no money to go back into private enterprise 

or organize a small business and as a result they were on the 
country's bread line in a short time following the country's war. 

He alleged that the spending of the above mentioned money in South 
America could have no lasting beneficial value inasmech as friendsrip 
between countries or individuals could never be bought. 
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- SurTH criticized at ‘length the ‘lack of organization and 
the incompetent measures being taken by the Government at present _ 
to care for wounded and discharged soldiers of this war. According | 
to SMITH the "25¢ flop houses" in Detroit, Michigan are presently 
filled with wounded and disabled veterans of this war who have 
not been cared for following their discharge from the Armed Service. 
SMITH played upon the sympathy of his audience by suggesting that 
their sons would be treated likewise when they were discharged from 
the Armye 


2. "$10. = $15. = $20. plus per day for workers 
by instituting profit sharing as practiced 
by the Jack & Heintz Co. and Lincoln Electric 
Coe of Cleveland, Ohio.” jas % 2 > 

ao" SMITH elaborated ‘on ihe: esters used by these two companies 
by saying that articles produced are purchased by the Government for 
less money than they can be purchased from other companies and that 
production in these plants per item is approximately 4 times as -. 
great as in other plants producing the same materials. He said that 
last year the Lincoln Electric Company in addition to paying an 
average scale of almost $20 per day to its employees, give cash 
bonuses at the end of the fiscal year of over $5,000 to each employee. 
He stated that he was much in favor of the profit paying system in 
plants where the workers and management were in harmony. At the 
same time he criticized the labor barons who pitted the workers against 
the employers for their owm personal gain. He stated that in this 
type of system there could never be mtual understanding between —. 
the workers and the employers and that as a result the wages were | 
lower, the employers made too much profit, and the unscrupulous | 
labor leaders took the balance. 


3. "Cash bonus to farmers for production rather than for 
destruction, Increased prices for farm commodities, 
to be maintained by distribution reform and a clean- 

a _ up in our money system. Would PROGHOR: an Bpunsance’. 

ae. as _, of butter, ae neat, etc." | 

Sk, ri 
oa _ SMITH, inasmuch as many of his audience were “farmers dwelt 

heavily on this point, and reiterated time and again the short-. 

comings of farm legislation under the A.A.A. He criticized the 
plowing under of crops and the payments to farmers for cutting dom 
on production on their farms. In SMITH's opinion the distribution 
system should be drastically changed so that the farmers could 
produce as much as their lands would give up. He pointed out that 
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when production on farms was curtailed and crops were plowed under 
through the A.A.A. program, that persons were on relief and ioe. : 
perenenout une country. oe ae Be. a 

In relation to aeus ‘ the money satel in the ‘country 
as was set forth in Item #3 he informed that he would leave this to — 
be discussed by Congressman BINDERUP. 


4. "Restore private enterprise by outlawing monopoly 
and peeiier aaa bureaucratic interference with 
usiness.*" 


At this time SMITH stated that approximately 80 per cent 
of the income of this country was being received by approximately . 
1O per cent of the population and he alleged this to be true because ™ 
the Government has allowed monopclies to flourish throughout the 
country. He further pointed out that 90 per cent of all the war 
contracts in the country have been let to approximately 80 or 90 


fe ae ome 


large industrial concerns and as a result small businessmen have been | 


He talked at length on the fact that the 


country as well as our constitutional Government was originally 
founded on the basis of small business and individual enterprise 
and that under the present system, small business could not exist, 


forced "acsainst the wall", 


5. Foreign policy. No world government. No 
oak international banks A strong national defense, 
ra Trade with all nations--permanent alliances with 


nonee™ foe pee os ap hhrmmetas = 


Pi Ga acdigeasaion-at this point SHITH £6Lowed hig usual 


ee a P ra 


trend by saying that tariffs should be reduced to allow free world 
tradee He attacked strongly any postwar alléwance with foreign 
nations and stated that the future of America depended on maintaining 
a strong defense setup and maintaining the national integrity of this 
country. He stated that he did not want to see STALIN give us a 


cal 


form of government or CHURCHILL dictating our foreign eee 


| ‘Following the discussions ‘of the five points for which 
the committee stands, he again discussed the political situation 
in the country. He said that if the Republicans failed to put up 
an individual who would enforce legislation backed by his party, 
that the voting support of the group would be put behind some other 
individual who would enforce his ideals. He said that at present 
the membership of the group is approximately Sede te nationally 
and that it is growing rapidly. 
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He said further that nothing should be spent on Russia, 
China or anybody else following the war until our owm soldiers are | 
cared for. He pointed out that CHURCHILL had said that it would be 
a catastrophe if ROOSEVELT was not elected. He continued by saying 
that CHURCHILL wants America to pay for the war and further alleged 
that presently approximately $2,000,000 per hour is being given to 
Great Britain under the ROOSEVELT Government. 


SMITH and his guest speaker Congressman CHARLES Ge 
BINDERUP were the only persons who appeared on the stase during 
the meeting and following his talk, SiN TH introduced BINDERUP. 


_ BINDERUP said that he had been in Congress for several 
years having been defeated for re-election in the 1930's because 
he tried to force the banking issue in Congress. He stated that | 
under the constitution of the United States the power to coin money 
and issue currency was vested to the Congress of the United States 
but that following the initiating of the Federal Reserve System 
this power has been usurpe 


According to BINDERUP, since the day of JOHN FALILTON, 
the influence of the bank of England on the monetary system of this 
country has been a controlling factor, He said that MCNTIGUE NORMAN, 
head of the Bank of England personally controls the Board of Governors 
of the Federal Reserve System, and that through this method has 
controlled the money system of this country. He pointed out that 
the power to issue and recall currency, which is presently vested .. 
to the Board of Governors in the Mederal Reserve System, has been ~ 
the cause of depression cycles in the economic history of this country. 


At this time, he discussed the depression of 1920 which 
was caused, according to BINDERUP, by the Federal Reserve System 
recalling outstanding loans throughout the country. He said that 
the minutes of the meeting which was held by the Board on June 29, 
1920 was subpoenaed by the Congress of the United States, and that 
these minutes reflected that orders were issued to banks on that 
day to call in loans by banks to pievase individuals. 

‘He said that at that time ‘nl at the present tine about . 
90 per cent of the currency in this country is paper money which is 
created by banks whenever they choose to do soe He alleged that the 
depression started on the same day at which the Board of Governors 
of the Federal Reserve System met on June 29, 1920 and pointed out 
that it was on that day that the stock market crashed. He said further 
that the minutes of this meeting reflected that the Board of Governors 


came to a decision that there was too much money in the country 
in the hands of individuals, that they were spending too freely on 
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“unnecessary articles, and that although drastic, the only. way, to. Sb . 


curb ue situation was to (cause a scarcity of MIQUE: 
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: BINDERUP told the’ group that this was tact — 
him by the fact that when he went into the bank in his home 


in 
Nebraska to pay an installment on a note which he had wit 
that his banker told him that he would have to pay up. said that © 


he questioned his banker concerning the reason for thiS sudden change 
in policy and was shown at the time a letter which i8 banker had 
received from the Federal Reserve Bank in Kansas City to the effect 
that if the banker did not have at least 50 per cent of all outstanding 
notes cleared within 6 months time that his re-discount rate would be 
raised to an exorbitant rate, BINDERUP explsined that the banker was 


- helpless because if he did not follow the dictates of a Federal -, a 


Reserve Bank, his bank world fold. He explained that this was the 
clearest example that manipulation of currency and our money system 

is directly responsible for all depressions. He said that our 
currency system would have to be stabilized in order to avoid 
dépressions and that this could only be done by placing the power to . 
issue money back in the hands of Congress where it belonged. 


At this point, he advised that although the public generally 
assumes that the banks were very patriotic in purchasing large quantities. 
of war bonds, it was nothing more than a creation of money at the time 
the purehase was made and that the banks in reality paid nothing for 
the bonds. He explained that when war bonds were issied'to a bank . 
or were purchased by a bank, the bank in turn merely set up credit 
to the Federal Government in the amount of the cost of the bonds, and 
that this was nothing more than putting more money in circulation 
Which right belongs, under the Constitution, in the hands of Congress. 


He further pointed out that since the Federal Reserve 
System was in existence that both parties, the Republicans and the 
Democrats, have from time to time placed on their campaign platforms 
promises to stabilize our system of money and currency and to give 
back to Congress the power to issue currency, He alleged, however, 
that nothing has ever been done about it because of the foe 
money block which controls Congress. s 


He explained that he was not vocclectat to Gonuewes because. 
he had attempted to get legislation into the House of Representative ~ 
which would curtail the activities of the bankers in issuing currency. 
He said that the power of the group was well demonstrated by a 
conversation he had with Congressman STEAGALL, deceased, who was for 
many years in charge of the Money and Banking Comittea in the House 
of Representatives, He alleged that once in a discussion with STEAGALL 
concerning the bill which he propged STEAGALL told him that if he 
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ever allowed such a , bill ‘to osmh the Floor of the House: of Represent tans a 


tives, that he could not expect to be Eerereceets shay. it eure pen 
pote suicide for hime e ae % 7 Pies © can, 
‘ BINDERUP informed that STEAGALL told him: ‘that tor banks 
run all politics in the State of Alabama and that it was impossible 
for any person to attempt to buck this group and be re-elected to 
CongresS.s 


BINDERUP ended his speech by saying that it was his idea 
that reforms in our banking system could only be initiated by a new 
powerful party. 


. Followi rg BINDERUP's speech SMITH again took the floor ~. 
and explained that the cost of holding the meeting and traveling : 
expenses were approximately $800 and requested that his audience  ‘ 
give money to aid him in defraying his expenses and to carry on 

the "Crusade". He said that there were some Doubting Thomases" 

in the audience who always wanted to know how much money was made - 
and how mich he personally made on each speech. SKITH stated 

that the collections which he took up at the meetings never quite 
paid for the expenses of the meeting, and that it was only through 
donations from loyal supporters who were wmable to attend the meee 
at all that the work could be carried on. 7 


‘The meeting was closed following the taking of. the col- 
lection after which a \ prayer was este 2 SMITH. . 
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Office Memorandum - UNITED STALES GOVERNMENT 





JOHN B, LITTLE, SAC, Buffalo 

SUBJECT: Federal Bureau Investigation 

Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases 
THEGMERICA FIRST PARTY; 







INTERNAL SECURITY - G APPEASRTATE AGENCIES +7). 

SECURITY MATTER SFA TIARA OFTICES of I 

SEDITIQN BR Chi ie 4% ¥ =A J . 
ERS (3) 


\ 
Reference is made to ae 
e Buffalo Field Division to the Bureau dete 
end to the report of Special Agent 


dated“June 14, 1944 at Buffalo in the captioned case of 
Detroit origin. a 


Please be advised that the temporary micro- 
phone surveillance on the subject's rooms Nos. 606 and 608 / 
‘at the Hotel Statler, Buffalo, New York, maintained from 


12:17 A.M. to midnight, May 17, 1 ed \/ 
for the 
3 ° e above referenced report. _ oat. bak 


The use of this informant having been terminated, 
as stated, the symbol will not be used in the future, 
and the informant's index card is being marked "Cancelled" 










in the Buffalo Field Division. 
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Feveral Burean of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Detroit, Michigan 
June 23, 1944 





Rete) GERALD Le K. SMITH wae 
AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G 


Sua trary wa 
BOVUALEL MAT TER 


SEDITION 
(Bureau file 62-43818) 





Dear Sirs 


Reference is made to your letter dated June 19, 1944, in the above- 
captioned mtter. In our letter to you dated June 12, 1944, there 
! was mentioned the fact that SMITH was being sued for $100,000 in New 


\y York City for using the name "America Firat." 

y For your information an article appeared in the Detroit "Times" on 

June 7, 1944, stating an action had been filed in the Federal Court 

by CARL C. COUNTRYMAN of New York, a professional lecturer, who 
alleged that he originated the term ‘America First" several years 
ago and charged that SMITH had used the slogan "falsely, slenderously, 
and barbarously" and because of SMITH's usurpation of the term 
' COUNTRYMAN's reputation had been "wantonly and cruelly damaged, his 
earning power reduced, and his financial resources drained.” Any 
further information developed relative to the above suit will be for- 
warded to the Bureau promptly. 


For your further tion an article appeared in eu "News)’ 


\etroit "Times," antibetroit "Free Press" on June 22, 1944, reflect ye / 


‘ ing the fact that a federal tax lien had been filed against the 
subject for the amount of $398.00, which amount was due on the 1942 ly 


income of SMITH, 
SS SEBRECORDI Hp AY! 
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R. A. GUERIN, SAC B DESK 
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12-43 YLP S07 
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CHARACTER OF CASE” 
INTERNAL SECURITY — G- 
SECURITY esau 


map 1 L. co SMITH, with aliases: 
. SEDITION © 


CA FIRST PARTE 


F 





SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: SMITH and MRS. ZRNESTILUNDEEN addressed 
"America First Rally’ sponsored by] Econont.ce 


: — . a. League of Buffalo at Kleinhans Mustc Halli, | _ 
| . a Buffalo, N.Y., 5/LT/ the Attendance approxije 


. CHARLES A.TvADDEN, American Legionnaire, 
Pittsburgh Pa,, did not make appearance al-. 
though advertised as speaker. SMITH outlined 


mately “ih no servicemen in audience. 


s f 
ce 


Five Point Platform of America First Party, : 
condemned wasteful spefding in South America, 
assailed HILIMAN, the £.1.0, and the administra- 
tion. SMITH stated tered out veterans who - 
--Cannot pass physical examinations for employment 
filled the flop houses of Detroit. MRS. IUNDEEN 
declared herself against the "Myth of Internationalism", 
assailed PEARSON and WINCHELL and asked: “Why are 
healthy refugee men living in comfort in the U.S, 
while our sms are sent to fight on foreign soil?" - 


5 
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fettepec 
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Excerpts of speeches set out. Distribution of "Peace. 
Now" literature outside Hall after meeting ee 


ly without connection with subject's Selly gpd pro- 


gram. SMITH and wife: Secretary 


fa 
AD hw eS wwe g ae ae Ve 
and MRS. LUNDKEN departed for Pie - 
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DETAILS: --~--* --AT BUFFALO, NE YORK yc eee 






lof Kleinhans Music: 


H Menagement, Inc., The Circle anf 1, reet, advised that JOSEPH 


ie STOFFEL, 98 Comstock Avenue, had’engaged the Mary Seaton Room at 

“Music Hall for 7:30 P.M., May 17, 1944, at which tine, according 

. STOFFEL'S letter, GERALD L. K. SMITH, LUNDEEN and | 
CHARLES A. MADDEN would make addresses. said that the 
STOFFEL request was on the letterhead of the Economics League of Buffalo 
end that arrangements were completed for the Hall at the agreed rental 

of $75 plus $10 for use of the public address system. — be 





af ap 
ena advised that prior to the meeting there was b 

a rumor that there w e demonstrations and trouble at the meeting 
presumably by Communists and C.I.0. demonstrators and that in order to | { 


avgid any difficulty she had made arrangements with the Buffalo Police 


a Department to have additional officers on hand at the time of the meetings 


Steel Corporation, ewanna, New York, aavise he had received 


‘ notice of the meeting and had obtained a number of tickets for the 
meeting, which he made available to the Buffalo Field Division. The 


invitation or ticket reads as follows: 


wee ee 


This card will admit bearer and friends to: 


"AMERICA FIRST RALLY | 
KLEINHANS MUSIC HALL-- = a 


lary Seaton Room) The Circle and Lith, putas. New York 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 17, Lh 8 ym 


Principal Speaker: GERALD L. K. SMITH Nat'l Director. 


THEME "MAKE WAY FOR LIBERTY ® 


‘Among’ the many topics with which Mr. Smith will Goal in his | 
address will be the followings 


The "No Election" Conspiracy - freason in n Washington 
- Slave Act 666 ae World Government 
Bureaucratic Tyrants The Fourth Term Plot 
New Deal Communists Fat Bureeucrats and Hungry 
The Internationalists | Veterans 


Other Speakers: 
Mrs. Ernest Lundeen (Widow of the United States Senator) 
Mr. Charles A. Madden (Commander of American Legi 
Admission Free 2 Post No. 715, “pitt sburgh) . 
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of the Americanism Committee of the American 9 [7 
* Legion, 281 Hartwell Road, advised that although the above ticksts had ap 
apparently been furnished in numbers to Buffalo residents, they were D 

not necessary in order to obtain admission to the meeting, that the ~ 

meeting was open to the public and was characterized as an "America 

First Party Rally". 








pd 


advised that GERALD L. K. SMITH 
had made reservations at the Hotel Statler for two double rooms for 

May 16, 1944. He advised that Mr. SMITH and his wife checked into room 
606 of the Statler Hotel at 12:17 A.M., May 17, 1944 and that SMITH 
furnished on the Nour es the address nee Seyburn Avenue, Detroit, 
Michigan. 


2 that in SMITHS party a 
of Detroit, Michigan and - ERNEST LUND qe 
320 bssex Avenue, eapolis, Minnesota, and that these individuals. b 
checked in at the seme t 217 AM., May 17, 1944, taking room 608 pi 
adjoining the SMITHS‘, that CHARLES A. MADDEN of Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania had not mace reservations at the Hotel and had not subse- 
guently registered at the Hotel during subject SMITH'S stay there. He 
said that SMITH and his party checked out of the Statler Hotel at mid- 
night, May 17, 194k. 
















stated that MRS. SMITH advised [7D 
him that d contacted J » Chairman of the Economics 

League of Buffalo on the morning of “May 17; 1944 relative to publicity 

on the meeting that evening, that STOFFEL had advised her the Buffalo 

Kvening News had carried a small stick under City Briefs, but that dher- 

wise the meeting had been accorded little publicity. 


STOFFEL further advised MRS. SMITH that there were reports 
that the C.I.0. was going to gang up on the meeting and that SMITH should 
expect trouble at the Hall, although he, STOFFEL, had asked for extra 
police protection. 





,, that SMITH received this information from his wife | 
with the comment that it would be the Jews who were ganging up. 

seid that SMITH regarded the sal on this and other occasions in 
disparaging terms. _ b1D 


a that spbject STH hed 
told him he had been in contact with (BERNARD ) in Detroit 














an s on May 17, 1944 with regard to the Philadelphia mail and that he had 

; instructed BEFNIS, who is subject's business manager, to send 100 of _ 
the best duplications to Mrs. BROKEN (Mrs. CATHER BROWN » head of the 
‘ Blue Star Mothers of America). He said that he had'further instructed 
BERNIZ to send 1,000 units to Pittsburgh but had decided that 1,000 
would not be enough and that he should send an additional 500 so that 
they would be there for him when he arrived in Pittsburgh on May 18, 
1944. SMITH said that he did not expect a full house at Kleinhans but 
just his own people, about 500. 


advised that SHITH mace arrange= 
ments to meet STOFFEL at 2:30 P.M., May 17, 1944, and that they met in 
the lobby of the Statler Hotel and believed that they then went eerie 
to Kleinhans Music Hall where they looked over the Hall and discussed - bi 
further the arrangement 8 for the meeting that evenings 

oe advised that URS. SIITH had told him that when her 

husband returned from Kleinhans M,sic Hall he had observed: There wasn't 
anything wild about her (Mrs. COREY). We met the old gentleman, the 
President of the Board of Directors, who was very nice. They all get meek 
when they come up against the hard facts. They expect to see horns and 
everything else." 


Special Agent Cy of the Buffalo Field Division | 


advised that the meeting at Kieinhans M,sic Hall started shortly after : 
8:00 P.M., May 17, 1944. He stated that he made notes on. the addresses be 
as he received them over the public address system in the sound booth at 

the Hall, and |} excerpts of the ‘Speeches are set out below. . . 





ff 





a Special Agent G..::<2 that Wr. ‘STOFFEL opened the 
are easing and referred to it as "America First Party Meeting" sponsored 
by the Economics League. He described Mr. SMITH as une founder of the 
Party and wished him every success, . 
- : SMITH in his introductory remarks alluded to the fact that 

; the Communist Party had used the same HAL] three times, and he referred 
to conversations had with Mrs, COREY, Manager of the Hall and Mr. = 
LETCHWORTH, President of the Board of Directors of the Hall, when he had 
“Inade arrangements for his meeting there that night. He said that these — 
persons had told him that they trusted the F.B.I. and the Internal Revenue 
and that until those agencies told them that SMITH was wrong, he, SOTH, 
could enjoy the — of free speech, — 








a 


Lotdedt at hoe 











Sal 
ee. 
§ 
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Cc 
_ Special agent QRRP stated from this opening SMITH discussed b 7 


for a time free speech and stated that it was sometimes Limited here , 
although the declaration of the Four Freedoms are that it is to be  ~. 


-.established all over the earth, SMITH referred to the fact that he has . 


a son in the Army in India and that Mre. LUNDEEN'S son wasebout to go . 


abroad in the service. SMITH stated: "We are all in this thing, but . 


the war is not the issue." He stated that"when these boys come back 
after we have wiped Hitler and the pagan treachery of Japan, we don't 
want little Hitlers in America, we want them to come back to the country 
that has free speech", etc. 


SMITH stated that as one of the leaders of the Netionalistic 
movement he wants the Republicans to nominate a Netionalist, wants the 
Democrats to nominate Roosevelt and let the candidates debate the issue 
of Nationalism versus Internationalism, inthe campaign. He stated that | 
the Republicans thought they had a candidate in 1940, but as it turned ~ 
out .the Republicans had no candidate and the pencereee had two candidates, 
Roosevelt and Wilkie. — ; 


SMITH condemed the wasteful spending of the administratim 7 
in South America and stated that six billion dollars had been spend on 
this venture, SMITH declared: 'We are anti-New Deal. Me are Nationalists. 
We believe in private enterprise." He said that the Hillman machine is 
the Left Wing Branch of Labor and that it is out to prove that the Republicans 
are Fascists. 


_ He spoke of the difficulty he had in obtaining halls in Buffalo 
and Minneapolis and referred to the suit which he had instituted in 
Minneapolis when he had been denied the auditorium, He said that he had 
conducted a survey or investigation of the witnesses who had appeared 
against him in that instance and found they were all Fourth noruere and 
former Commies. 


SMITH stated that he has a friend who heads a ¢.2.0. Union of 
seven thousand men and that this friend is anti-Communist. He said, however, 
when Hillman gave the order to collect fromthe workers a fund to nominate 
and elect Roosevelt, $44,000 was collected from this friend's local. SMITH 
said: “Hillman makes the old manufacturers! associations look Like tin 
cup men in collecting funds." He further stated that not one worker in 
the C.I.0.. has a right to say whether momey is to be deducted from his pay 
and that Hillman can force the iomiee of the Fourth Term to ca to 
the Fourth Term candidacy. ae . 
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_. SMITH then outlined his philosophy of Americanism and traced | 
the origin of the freedom seeking people. He spoke of the Constitution . 
and its system of checks and balances and remarked: "If any branch of — 


. the Government goes haywire, we still have the other two branches." ,- 


but in this connection he stated that he was against three terms because 

it enables the President to appoint too many of his own persuasion, etc. 
and that the system of checks and balances is thus destroyed. He in= 
diceted favor for the fileabuster, etsting that it gives the minority 

an opportunity to warnthe populace rhat the majority is really trying 

to do. He sated that he and his followers propose to offer a Constitutional 
amendment to prohibit any chief executive from serving morethan eight 
years,. 


' SMITH referred to EARLIBROWDER as the man who for the last 
twenty-five years has been sna} g to put the Red fleg above the American 
flag, end referred to Hilimen as the person who was not born in the 
United States, who contributed $3,000 through his wife's name to support 


‘a failing Commnist newspaper and who ten or fifteen years ago wanted 


to raise money for the support of Russia, He stated that these are the 
men who are telling us who is to rum for President and forcing the workers 
to contribute to that cause. He observed further that these sane men 

are the ones who are opposing him, SMITH, 


He said that STALIN does not need a "little smelly"Commnist 
Party here when he has Vice President Wallace talking for him, that is 
why they are committing harri-kari. SMITH quoted Wallace as saying: 
"If the U.S.S,R. continues its progress for the next twenty or twenty- 
five years, it will surpass the United Stetesy and then ‘SMITH suggested 


phe NALLAGe run for Vice President of Russias 


SMITH told a Besa about Secretary of ie teats WICKARD, who 
he stated had a lerge farm and that on one occasion in WICKARD'S absence 
his father, who is an honest old Hoosier who would not know better than 
to tell the truth, was present on the farm when a caller inquired as to 
how meat rationing effected them, the WICKARDS, He reported WICKARD'S 
father as stating: "We are ready for it.", and that thereupon the elder 
WICKARD showed the caller a large cooler of 800 pounds of meat. SMITH 


Observed that WICKARD should be in the penitentiary for this. — 


SMITH then related a waters allezedly aupleriee in the Washington, 


‘DeCe Times Herald relative to HARRY HOPKINS and his wife. He stated that. 


HOPKINS was the man who advised us that we mst all tighten our belts, 
Graft men and women and go without food and that MRS. HOPKINS suggested 
to Bernard Baruch that the latter give a party honoring their, the HOPKINS'S, 
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marricge. BARUCH allegedly gave a dinner for forty people at $110 8 
plate and that on that occasion champagne at $20 a bottle was given — 


‘away and the guests were served seven kinds of meat, twenty-two kinds — 


of food, and all in honor of thet man who said, We will have to go 
hungry "s a r ; = . # 


The subject asked himself the miestten what could be done 
about helping the morale of the armed forces. He replied to himself 
that it was too late to improve it by having the ROOSEVELT boys line up 
before a Conscription Board and take it from Buck Private up like the 
rest of our boys are doing. He suggested that there should be no 
dynasty in the United Sates and that the ROOSEVELTS should be retired 
from public life by the vote of the people, that WILKIE be sent to mOncon 
and that HENRY WALLACE be made a milkman in Chins, 


aan SUITH declared that about four months ago he organized the 
America First Party and stated that it opposed the threats of aliens 


conspiring to bring pressure on our Congress to under-write the bills 


of the whole world. He stated that he is against a super-central govern~ _ 


ment and any flag above our ow. He then quoted from George Washington's 
coments relative to entangling alliances, SMITH stated that he was 
against lend-lease in his testimony before the Senate Committee when 
that bill was being proposed, not because it would help Great Britain 
but because it would give one man too mich money to spend. 


The subject referred to a speech printed in the Cross and 
Flag by Sir WALTER BENNING (phonetic), which address was allegedly made 
before the Press Club in Washington relative to expedite lend-lease — 
contracts and in which BENNING supposedly announced that Britain did 
not keep accounts on lend-lease contracts to determine how much this 
country was the creditor or debtor of the other. SMITH thereupon con— 
demed any po of foreigners meddling in American politics. : 


; He stated that there is a tendency toward collective state 
management in Washington and the threat of bureaucratic tyranny demon- 
strated with the ala General - cae & i es businessman ante 
the street. : 


| SMITH outlined the Five Point es ee ee ee 
Bats as it appears on literature which was distributed at the meeting, © 
a copy of which is set out below: 





| _ fetands for. the » follorings- me — ee | 
: ; s 5 “8 


#,0 000 to every Veteran of this War when mictaned 
out. (Less money for foreign politics~-more 
money for American Veterans.) a 


F t 


eae! 





2. $10 - $15 - $20 per day for workers by instituting 
profit sharing as practiced by the Jack & Heintz 
Co. and Lincoln Electric Co, of Cleveland, Ohio. 


Se rm _ 3. Cash bonus to farmers for production rather than for 

ae nS = a destruction. Increased prices for farm commodities, 

}- pai. : a } ' to be maintained by distribution reform and a clean~ 

or ae | hae ge “up in our money system. Would produce an abundance 
i of DUEPSr meat, milk, etc. 


ae 4 : ne 1 Restore erivate enterprise by acieeiaets monopoly 
and eliminating bureaucratic interference with 
business. : 


a ae 5, Foreign policy, No world government, no international 
bank, a strong national defense, Trade with = 


: =— | i, | 7 _ nations. Permanent Sh ences with none 


“4 alae 3 
ees E r . i . 2: : 


NO 4 ee ace 2 3 * * + a a a oe 


- 





Pra "For fee literature and information explaining the above 
eae points in detail, write the AMERICA FIRST PARTY, GERALD 

L. K. aris DIRECTOR, P.O. Box 459, Detroit 31, “Michigan. 

"Notes Keep this with your Social Security card." 

ee .. At the cos of the meeting the sub ject told again the om 
: ' of J. EDWARD JONES in his book "So The ic : ich is reported U 
s , in reference report of Special Agent eofferedto 4 
send the book to any person subscribing $1. He then asked all inthe 


audience who approved of what he had said at this meeting to stand. 







SMITH introduced MRS. ERNEST LUNDEEN, widow of the former 
United States Senator, who spoke at length concerning the "Myth of 
Internetionelism" and stated that "George Washington was the first 
isolationist." She declared herself for isoletionism but preferred to 
call it Nationalism, 





' : 
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petomed JAY SARNSDEEE of Buffalo, attorney for 





Mrs. LUNDEEN spoke disparagingly of the Burton-Ball-Hatch ...._.. 
Hill tly solution as "pussy footing". She referred to the terrific cost ~. 
and declared: le cannot be the mae for all Allied 
pee SLLSr the ware® 


“, 


Mrs. LUNDEEN assailed PEARSON ‘and WINCHELL and Sesauncutiea 


Mar oa 


for reading DIES‘ expose of JOHN VATLUOUN author of "Under Cover®, She 


asked the question, "Why are healthy refugee men living in confort in. 
the United States while our sons are sent to fight on foreign soil?" 

She then declared that we invited the Jap attack by a virtual ultimatum 
in our note of November 26, 1941 and stated that this was a criminal 
offense against the men on “Bataan who were left without means of defend= 
ing themselves because (by implication) we had sent all our equipnent 

to ”Eneland under oor eres 


CoNncLusion Ol Lis Messy 


Union, but no address was made,. 







bree Pee, Mam, stated that p7) 
ook shorthand =r verbatim on SMITH'S address. He said, hovever, 
that he was not transcribing his notes but would maintain them in his file 


since his primary interest in covering the meeting was in behalf of the 
American Legion of Buffalo who had exmected CHARLES A. MADDEN of the 


Sie kW SEW Ee We FREE SAR RN A RS Oe a ose a 
Amsrican Legion of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania to address the meeting; that 
inasmich as MADDEN had not appeared and SMITH made no comments which 
were of concern to the Legion in its interest in the MADDEN casey he, 
for the present, would not transcribe his notes, me 










‘ notes on the address of subject SMITH bow 
are being maintained in the 1-A serial of instant file, 


oT ae 


aa ~ tthe meee advised that SMITH had commented 
to him after pase meeting fa aieiee that he, the 8 pleased 
with the attendance and response and noted inst a the 
Erie County American Legion and another Legionnaire present inthe  })99 
audience were the only ones who had not stood when he, SMITH, had 


requested the audience to rise if they were in agreement with what | he 
had said on old 7aenzones Americanism, - 


When it was called to his attention that {MM naa a” 
picture of MADDEN attending his, SMITH'S, private meeting at the 


TT tse eapaees me ge eee eet aN tae a baad ys SEE Roe 2 Sie ES 
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. Literature. He stated that he himself didn 





-/ JOSEPH H. STOFFEL, ke ae ee: 
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Hotel Statler on March 31, 1944 SMITH said: "They are paid to do that,” 


He stated that everyone figured that MADDEN would be at the meeting end ~ 


that he had purposely publicized MADDEN but did not bring him. He said: 


“Madden didn't even kmow his name was on the Progra, but, aid fd People)” 
weren't cheated." Ares, i a ork oa 7 


Vs 


| fare ik re kc ee a 90 
. ated that after iis eiseiecion the sib ect. his dee, 2 
his secretary and Mrs. LUNDEEN went to the New York Central P 
Terminal to catc e 1:40 A.M. train for Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 


of Buffalo, 
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Committee of 
dance together with of the American Legion at the Rally. He 4}? i 
said that he and alone did not stand when SMITH called for a 
response fromthe audience. He stated that the eudience consisted of 
approximately 650 persons, for the most part elderly, middle class persons 

and’ that there were na servicemen or servicewomen in the group. He said 

there were no disturbances whatsoever at the meeting and that the crowd 

was fairly enthusiastic, although this enthusiasm may not have been en- 

tirely sincere inasmuch as it is SMITH'S manner to frequ quently interrupt 


SF eth No lor F Se ENR ee eeeee wee TSS ae SS ae ee —<-YVe 


himself with a command to the audience, “Now give th at a hand.® 





advised thet although scheduled to appear, accord= 
ing to his information, CHARLZS A. MADDEN of Pittsburgh was not present —~ 
at the meeting. He stated that the persons on the platform were the 
subject SMITH, his wife, MRS ERNEST LUNDEEN, eReeOrney Jat BARNSUALL and 

: . f ae vz y g 


ace advised that after ‘ie meeting and outside the~™ 


"Kleinhans Music Hall, apparently without any connection and without being 





part of SMITH'S Rally and program, a man was distributing "Peace Now" 

is individual but 
understood him to be an elderly man, that he, had obtained a 

copy of the literature and furnished it to the reporting agent. — 







Although a review of instant file indicates no connection 


: between the America First Party and the Peace Now Movement and there is 


no evidence that it was part of SMITH'S program on this occasion, the 
literature is set out below because it purports to be an appeal from 
the Peace How group to the Auerica First ony to join forces: | 


LO . 


Thesis, 











"EEACE Now HOWTO GET IT, - 
| "POPE PIOUS XIT, ievee ) 
- "Nothing can be lost oe peace, All may be ‘Lost by . 
war. Do not shatter or smother the peoples yearn- 
ing for peace." 


"2h,000,000 Catholics must help His Holiness to make his 
prayers come true. First, send a letter or post card to 
your Congressmen and Senators. Then get five of your friends 
to do the same-have all to get five more to do the same~ 
thus keep it going out to fives on fives tii we Beye tons 
of mail on our Congressmen’ e Gesia 


"Tell them YOU WANT PEACE, NOW] and to have a committee 
appointed at once to meet with a similar one from the Axis 
to arrive at peace terms. The Axis are ready to sign on 
the QUAKER PLAN NOW. To which has been added a paragraph 
by the "We the People.® 


"Japan canbe treated later. - as 


"2h, ,090,000 Catholics can't be wrong. 


ww 





"The News-Week of February 28th, on page 15, says: The 
Methodists are flooding Congress with Parone to get peace 
now." 


"11,000 ,000 Methodists can't be wrong. 





"12,000,000 Baptists are showing signs of calling for peace 
now. . . | eit ns a re 
22,000,000 Mothers and Fathers of our soldiers mst also 
send word to your Congressmen and Senators, and canvass for 
others, to also notify Congrees WE WANT PEACE NOW. | 





"NEW YORK - We mist defeat Senator Robert F. Wagner (D) 
Congressmen: 40th Dis., Walter G. Andrews (R); Alst Dis., 
Joseph Mruk (R); 42nd Dis., John C. Butler Ls All above 
Congressmen are in Buffalo, N.Y. 


11 





_ “We also invite the 3,000,000 AMERICAN FIRST to help 
ie as ' “win the war by negociation, rather than by ine a 
million or so of good American boys. ye te 





MALL who wish to help push this plan to an Peesiy 
conclusion, ney ee what any care to, ag : 





UPRACE WoW MOVEMENT 
20 BERKLEY STREET, CAMBRIDGE, MASS, 


4 . MWe the People, extend our hands to the 200,000 Quakers= 
and say: "God Bless You." 


a 


| "We must defeat all in ‘Coaiersne: now, who fail to 
tai -make an effort for peace = NOW," ; 





It was ascertained that the New York Central P. & L.E. 
train departed from Buffalo at 1:40 A.M., May 18, 1944 and 
arrived at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania at 7:50 A.M., May 18, 
soe 1944, and that that was the only train subject SMITH could 
have traveled at that hour. 


The Pittsburgh Field Division and the office of origin were 
accordingly advised by teletype of subject's departure from 
Buffalo and his contemplated arrival at Pittsburgh at 7: 50 
A.M., i 18, 1944. 





- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 
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Ga Cagar Federal Bureau of Investigation i | a 


GrPALD L. Ke SMITH: THE AMTRICA FIRST PARTYs 
(| SEITERIAL SECURITY; SEDITION, wee ee eee 


oe 





Por your further dnrommation in 3 your ‘gare nPRerrye of the ahorex: 


aie re | 
captioned case, there 1s attached a copy of an additimal rezort oe, 
by Spettal Agent at punts New bide Fi on dime Sele | Loe 
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DATE —ninjex. BY cent 
WASH FROM CHICAGO 11 26 6-34P = 
| ial es DIRECTOR AD SAC DETROIT —w ROUTINE | bie 
= WANT . GERALD _L, K.CSiLTH, WAS, CueRica FIRST PARTY, INTERNA 


SECURITY G, SECURITY MATER, SEDITION, AT 3 | 
JUNE TWENTY EJETH, FORTY FOUR, SEVEN HUNDRED WOMEN weaRing = (1 “Y 
BRICKER_ FOR PRESIDE ee ENTERED THE GRAND BALLROOM OF JHE 








af STEVENS HOTEL, CHICAGO WHERE ANN BC ORCHESTRA WAS PLAYINE 
oe AT ABOUT TWO FORTY PM SMITH ENTERED THE BALLROOM AND. STATED THE 
Bea REPUBLICAN PARTY LEADERS HAD F OF FORCED THE HOTEL. 10. .BREAK_A CONTRACT 

| FOR THE THE USE_OF THE BALLROOM BULIWAT_HE.WAS, Samescca ESTABLISHING 
peer A BEACHHEAD FOR FREE SPEECH AND TOOK OVER THE BALLROOM. ABOUT 





ONE THOUSAND AUDLTLONAL, PEOPLE ENTERED THE BALLROOM NSuEfoeT 
OF SulTH. ee HOTEL MANAGENINT DID NOT ATTEMPT TO STOP THE MEETIN 
‘LAS THEY Di NOT DESIRE TO @S@NNX CAUSE A DISTURBANCE, SMITH 


SPOKE FOR TWO HOURS CONDEMNING IHE JEWS, PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT, 


3 WILKE AND GOVERNOR DEWEY. SMITH SUPPORTED COL, CHARLES MC LNDBE BG 
=: FOR REPUBLICAN NOMINATION FOR PRESIDENT. SUITH HAD A. TENAT{VE . 
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ASGd do 
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. 2 J» Tdgar Hoover — Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
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NGes oe : psy elect dkalelich Wan badtcest ed a th potent ilcazer 
~"4 7  -  Fleld Division is being set forth for your information in comection with dae 
me consideration of the activities of subject Seaith: . 


ae ae At ercroximately 2230 Pe Mey Jume 25, 194), about 700 woren wearing 
oe eDricker For Prosidont® buttons aitered tho Groat Baliroon of the Stevens 
a Hotel in Chicago where, at the tine, certain fmt renditions were being - 
Sagi given by an THC orchestra. Theso wouen waited in the Grand Ballroom until 
aos about 210 Pe Me, when sudject Sith mace his appearance and publicly announced 
+ that the Rerublican Party leaders had foreed the Hotel to break a contract 
y a a 
fs i. speech.” . 


a At that time appracinately 1000 edi! tional Seith suprorters appearad 
—— at the Ballroon and Smith, together with his following, took over the Ballroom. 
Seith delivered a speech, said to be of about taro hourat curatio, in which 

he reportedly condanmmed the Jews, Tres! dont Roosevelt, i'r. “likie, and Covernor 
Deway. He alleredly stated that. he and his follorers were supporting Colonel 
Charles Lindberg: for the Republicah « nonination for President, 


According to information ava‘ lable to the Bureau, Suith hada - | 
tentative arrancezent with the Stevens Hotel for the use of the Grand Ballroam 
but this tentative arrangement or agreecnt was cancelled on June 22, 19. The 
Hotel managenent reportedly did not attempt to block Snith's taking over the 
cher - Ballrodi aa deseribed shove aa it was felt that such a endeavor might have given 
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Pan | Federal Burean of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 


Detroit, Michigan 
June 235 LIAL 


Director, FeI 





ity, Hendom.....----- 
> pty, Mumford ...--.- 
“ir. Starke... -.---- 


DECLASSIFIED B 
W 


+ 
mt 
| . 


Dear Sir: | HERE . : 


ra There is being set forth the ANTE sek , ae 
it an Rapa. whose identity is known to the Bureau, for the perteod °° <3) -- 
une o June 


» 1944, inclusive. 











~ 4 The informant advised that the suit etarted against SMITH in New York for 
ar $100,000 involved the use of the name "America First" and was started by a 
‘ resident of New York. Informant stated the controversy with the Board of Edu- 
¥ cation of the city of Detroit over the use of the public schools by the subject 
for his meetings had been postponed from June 6 to June 13, 1944, to permit 
subject to appear and state his contentions. Subject failed to appear on June 13, - 
advising the Board of Education he was speaking in Minneapolis, Minnesota, on 
; that date, and the time for his appearance was postponed to June 20, at which 
time subject was again out of town. The Board of Education proposed the resolu- 
tion requiring SMITH to apply directly to the Board before he would be issued 
. any permit for the use of a public auditorium in Detroit, Michigan, The infor- 
worms mant stated the Board considered subject had violated their rule with respect 
= to commercializing the use of school buildings in conducting his meetings. fi 







= zs ~ The informant said ; : 
aa as Communist and labor organizations, were active in objecting to_the use of y 
a, school auditoriums by the subject. ——~eg ew: . 


The infomant advised the Reverend L. L. MARION of the Regular Republic 
ordered pamphlets on the Lincoln "profit-sharing plan" from Cleveland, Ohio. 

The informant also stated Reverend MARION had been requested by subject to be 
present in Chicago, Illinois, on June 25 to preside at subject's rally for the | 
Independent Republicans held at the grand ballroom of the Stevens Hotel, Chicago 


on that date, RECORDED & INDERD GA- bes 7 ZF £ / 


had received a telegran 
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Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH was et al 

June 23, 19k . * INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
SECURITY MATTER 
SEDITION 

and informant stated said Dr. EDWARD LOOGE\CURRAN, International 
atholic Truth Society, Reverend NORMAN VINCE (whé delivered the 


invocation), and Major General BYRNES were on the platform at this meeting. 


The informant advised that subject had two wonderful meetings at St. Paul and 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, but that they were forced to change buildings in 

St. Paul when a crowd threatened to blow up the first one, but subject had a 
good crowd at the second building. The informant also advised subject has mde 
extensive plans for his preconvention rally at the grand ballroom of the Ste- 
vens Hotel, Chicago, scheduled for Sunday afternoon, June 25. Informant said 
2,500 invitations had been mailed. 


The infomant also advised the Stevens Hotel had cancelled subject's contract 
for the use of the grand ballroom on June 25, since their agreement with the 
Republican National Committee required the Committee's approval before letting 
public space to a private group during the period June 23 to June 30. Infor 
mant said subject intends to have the meeting regardless, stating, "We are 
fighting; anything that happens will do us good,* 


Informant advised subject is mailing a second notice to all persons receiving 
invitations, advising them not to believe the false report put out by Interna- 
tionalista that their meeting for the grand ballroom of the Stevens Hotel had 
been cancelled, and requesting them and their friends to be present. Informant 
also advised the Farmers Guild of Indiana has requested subject to plan a 
meeting for them in the near future, and JOSEPH H STOFFEL of Buffalo, New York, 
has requested the subject to conduct a meeting in falo sometime during 
August, and to have either Senator REYNOLDS or ex-Congreseman BINDERUP speak at 
this meeting. Informant stated subject plans a meeting in Detroit, at a 
probably in July of 1944. 







The informant advised erred of a Detroit newspaper has requested subject 
to give him a running gene ory on the racial issue. Informant also stated 
of the Ford Motor Company has requested subject to place a congratu- 
@ssage in his Legion post's publication in honor of HENRY FORD's 
eighty~first birthday. 


The informant advised subject intends to offer as a premium to his aa: a 
book, "Forty Years of Roosevelt." 


x 


Very truly yours, 


CK.Q. Misuny 


R. A. GUERIN, SAC uv 
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Assistant Attorney Concral Ton C. Clark ; 


Attention; Lr, Oe John i 


J SS, ucsgar Hoover = Director, Federal Dureau of Investigation 


JOCTPH Ey VeMILLIAMS, UT ALy 


UNITED STATES V3e 
SCOLTTa? 


* A confidential source of inforrution, the identity | 
sf be revealec, has informed the aun thats 
9 recently enta | 2: 
precucably at Detroit, Michican), b7 
© furntsh "Information for Urs. Dilling . : 
‘ Y sodition tris," hUShough the exact, 
nature of the information des‘red waa not clear, i¢ 
rerortedly relatod to an allegod reeting tn Mew Yori: in 
October, 1938. It was further stated that Dr. Mdrard 
Lodze Curran, Reverend !ornan Vincent Teale, and "1! 


La jor 
General Byrnes" were present on the platform at this 







informative purposes, Should further information be 


received, it, of course, will be referred to you. 
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN ST. PAUL reuzno. 100-4156 


OATE WHEN MADE 
WHICH 


6/24/44 — -6/6,13/44 © 
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INTERNAL SECURITY. -'¢ 
SECURITY MATTER 
SEDITION 


‘GER L. K. SMITH, with alias 
The AMERICA FIRST PARTY ‘ 


















" 
Me 


SYNOPSIS OF FA Scheduled America First meeting on 6/12/44 at American 
g House, St. Paul, Minnesota, cancelled by SHITH when C.I.0. 
labor union representatives challenged the manager of the 
hall to boycott further use by unions of the hall. Pare 
ticipated in dedication program of the Truth and Liberty 
Temple, Minneapolis on 6/11/44 where Reverend CARL 0. 
STADSKLEV, ardent American Firster, is pastor. He spoke 
to an over flow crowd estimated at 1200 on 6/13/44 at the 
Truth and Liberty Temple, Minneapolis; stated that SIDNEY 
HILLMAN, Chairman::National C.I.0. Political Action Committee, 
dominated Minneapolis City Connoil in refusing his use of 
the Minneapolis Auditorium; that Roosevelt had Commnist 
EARL BROWER released to oeampaign for Roosevelt's Fourth 
Term. He expressed hope of speaking in the Minneapolis 
Auditorium by having Senator ROBERT R. REYNOLDS (NC) 
Chairman of the Military Affairs Committee speak on same 
programs also stated "New Deal will become out and out 


Nammimniak Dartu.s# +hat nandiaatan af the Armaviang Piwnt © 
WWE OO vy eo WhIHY VOLE KGa UU Ge ve vilg AAIGL Lua Fils au 


Party will win in elections of 1946 and become power in 


bee 4 roceeding eleotion, 1948, with subject as ‘President jal 

po : me - ‘ rs - : ' fox 

re ek as “] * —_ ¢ sae a ae: se 
: peut) 

eee Z ; Bureau File Number 62-43818. 


wReference letter, dated June 2, 1944 from the Detroit ; 
: ees Division. ia? a 
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Reporting Agent, obtained from a highly confidential source, 
admittance cards to subject's scheduled speeches in the Twin 
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Cities area and it was ascertained that the subject spoke on Sunday, June 

ll, 1944 on the dedication program of the Truth and Liberty Temple, 2601 Second 
Avenue South, Minneapolis, Minnesota, of which Reverend CARL ON STADSKLEV, 
ardent jmerioa Fireter, ia pastor. SMITH spoke at 3 o'clock ih\ohe afternoon 

and 8 ofclock in the erensne on this date on the Spee “Christ Firat in America,® 


ee “It was ascertained by the Reporting Agent that this building 
_ was eieinelly the property of the Northwestern Beli Telephone Company and _ 
/ had been used as a telephone exchange for many years after which it was used 
by the Christian Radio Mission until recently Reverend STADSKLEV took option 
on the building which has been recently repainted and a sound proof ceiling in- 
stalled in the interior of the building. 
In an artic f the St. Paul Pioneer Pr Css, 
1944 entitled "G. L. K. SMITH cancelled talk;" says "Terrorists run St. err 
in which GERALD L. K. SMITH of the America First Party said in Chicago on 6/9/44 
that he would not address the a a of ds Paul because "the oe wing ferrorists 
are in command of ‘thet oity. : ; f \ > 
4 } 7 = : : 
eas ad . an deciaion to cancel the wiseting acheduled for the American 
House, 444 Rice Street, was made SMITH today after the manager had been threat~ 
ened "in many ways, both physically and otherwise.”.- 
Tonaz\ ERWER , Manager of the hall, the artiole sontinues, 
said on 6/9/44 he cancelled an agreement for the use of the hall after repre- 
sentatives of six unions, who regularly held meetings in the auditorium, had 
called on him and advised that they would no longer use the hall for meetings 
if he allowed SMITH to speak there. WERNER said he returned the $20.00 deposit 
which he had received in a letter from Reverend CARL 0. STADSKLEV of the Truth 
and Liberty: Temple, Minneapolis because he did not want to lose the union ~~ 
PavrOunees WERNER EpEtes any threats of worse 3 ¢ 
\ i= 2 . 
Hecors ine Agent attonded: the closed meeting ‘oF the Anerioa — 
First tare on June 13, 1944 at the Truth and Liberty Temple, 2601 Seoond 
Avenue South, Winneapolis. At approximately 7:45 P.M., the entire seating 
capacity of the Truth and Liberty Temple Building was filled to over flow. 
Through a loud speaker address system, sympathizers were directed into two 
rooms in the basement of the church and a loud speaker was in a position so 
that people on the outside of the church oould hear his talk. It is estimated 
that there were approximately 1200 sympathizers who attended this meeting. The 
meeting, was opened at approximately 8:15 P.M. with a prayer delivered by Reverend 
HENRY J.\SOLTAU. It is noted that SMITH did not arrive until, approximately mae 
P.M. when\he took the platform and immediately began a lengthy be peices: 
two and one half hour Breech which is being set out as follows: 


x [ 
* L 


~~ 


The Truth & ‘Liberty Temple was formerly the christian 
Radio ‘Mission, and pesnepee the property of the ‘telephone oompanye 
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The entire structure had been repainted and a soundproof ceiling installed. 
Reverend CARL 0. STADSKLEV is to be the pastor, and future speakers include 
the Reverend HENRY J. hema who Was present at the Smith mectinee acme: 
Monday and aupeaey nights.-.-- 


hy cm ap ee me oa ane - ih eae ze sa fone coe A - ; ; cies aad 


Sunday icte. fins Lith dedicetory services were ‘held | 


a the new temple, SMITH was guest speaker. STADSKLEV announced they 
would have Bible teachers who not only gould teach the Soriptures; but 
“also the nationalistio message in the Bible. He dealared that a picture 


of the Truth & Liberty Temple might some day be found in the pages of ouery 
history book in the land. - 


SMITH talked for several hours, principally on a religious 
theme, among other things likened the Twin Cities to Sodom & Gomorrah in 
relation to the opposition he has had from the C.I.0. and Comministic ele- 
ments. He claimed the C.I.0. brought pressure to bear on the Manager of the 
American House in St. Paul, which resulted in his refusing the use of thia 
building to Smith, and the subsequent cancellation of SMITH's St. Paul meot~ 


ing. SMITH said that when the Manager called WRS. LUNDEEN she could almost 
- hear” his bones rattle, so thoroughly had he been qntisidaneds( ; The manage- 


ment stated that they had threatened to "blow the place up." 
~— SMITH declared Amerioa was e-constitutional republic; not — 
a democracy. He mentioned the Jews several times, and stated he was sorry 
to say that they had opposed him on almost every hand, and that if anybody 
should be for America First the Jews should, as they had bean chased out of 
every country in the world except America; furthermore, 500,00 Jewish refugees 


| pee entered the United States since the start of this war. 


oe Tuesday night SKITH's address was scheduled for: 8300 Pele; 
we arrived: ‘at 7330 peme, at which time the entire first floor of the building 
was full. _We found a seat in. the basement, where two rooms had been fitted 

up with loudspeakers. By 8:00 p.m. the entire building was filled to capacity, 
and an overflow sitting in the yard. The orowd numbered approximately ie 
Reverend SOLTAD started the meeting with a prayer. -. 


SMITH" s speech followed his ee patterns 


"There is one man pices. for , the Counoil refusing 
us the use of the Auditorium, and that man ig SIDNEYMUILLMAN, and his Politi-~- 
oa] Action Committee. The local ¢.I.0. brought preaditre on your City Council, 
which resulted in that refusal. Seventeen Communists - and everyone a fourth 
termite - bore false witness against me in the oouncil chambers, Counoilman | 


HENRY ANKS was afraid to ask me questions, so he keptifeeding his questions 


to a fellow that lives right in this ward; a man by the name of MURPHY. 
Now, I have nothing against the Irish, personally I like the name of Murphy; 
but I don't like this Murphy. These two men Alderman MURPHY and Alderman 





- ticket - all in one year, 
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BANKS engineered the scheme which kept me from having the Auditorium. §0 
those of you who have to stand, blame these two gentiemen for your discom~ 
fort. MRS, FISS (phonetic) is organizing a committee to campaign against... . 
everyone of the aldermen that opposed my use of the Auditorium. I would. . 
like to know what you think about having MRS. LUNDEEN, MRS.FISS and a com 
mittee go down to the public Auditorium tomorrow and again apply for the >") 


“use of that building; this time for an address by Senator ROBERT R. cee ame 


(NC), Chairman of the Senate Militery Affeirs Committee, and GERALD L. K 
SMITHI All in favor of that say "I" ("Ii"). MR. REYNOLDS has assured me 
that he will not speak here if they deny me the use of the Auditorium. I 
just love to put these little council members on the spot; let's see if they 
dare to deny the right of free alanis to a United States i ia - and 

a Democrat at that. 


"When I was refused the wa of the Aas toriun a few 
weeks ago, I sent a telegram to Governor STASSEN, and one to Senator BALL, 
asking them: “Do you favor free speech for us?"; and do you know, they ~ 


didn't even give me the courtesy of a reply! Senator BALL, you might just 


as well press your. pants and comb your hair, Panmss you dontt look like © 


Abraham Lincoln anyway.” 


How many favor the idea of polling the City Counoil and 


; bépbine: thei to show how they stand on this matter in writing? Is there any 


St. Paul people here? Raise your hands! Yes, I see there are a lot of you. 


"There is a great dynamic movement developing in the . 
the American people that ig not to be tramnled do=m We meade 


saw rvrrrewv enw wv ou Hw Oe Ow Ve Sed Ee ok ee ww FTLe @ SOW ALIA N 


‘ofr 

uilt America, and by the grace of God, we are going to run Americal 

The ie who presided at the Council hieeting was judioious, fair and impar- 
tial, that man is Councilman JENS CHRISTENSEN,.and he is here tonight. Stand 
up ‘Alderman CHRISTENSEN. Alderman ROBB was impolite, short and mean to any~.. 
body who called on him to answer & question. He waa very discourteous; and 

he is supposed to be a conservative. It's a shame that he should be "taken-in" 
so completely by a book like “Under Cover." A book which lists DR. W. B. RILEY, 
Pastor Emeritua of the First Baptist Church of your oity, as a member of the 
political underworld. Anycne who will believe an alien with siz aliases, who 
assasinates the character of the paator of the biggest Baptist Churoh in 
Minneapolis is not to be trusted. 


"Bamong the people this book lists as wembers of the potie 


tical underworld are HIRAM JOHNSON, Senator ROBERT LA FOLLETTE, GERALD NYE, 


BURTON WHED LER, .FATHER COUGHLIN, CHARLES LINDBERG, and--CGERALD L. K. SMITH, 
along with Reverend RIIEY. If these men are member of the political under-_ . 
world, I count it an honor to be listed with them. HIRAM JOHNSON was elected 
to office on the Republican tioket, the Democratic ticket and the Fe oeresesve 
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ryou may not agree with HENRY FORD's soiistens* but he 
IS a great American, This man CARLSON (author of "Under Cover") stood up 
in Detroit, and in answer to theqiestion, "Do you think you are a better 
American than HENRY FORD?", this alien, this man with six aliases said, 
Tres" 


mage Pres moose ; 


“SARL BROWDER ‘spoke in tha city of Detroit, ana said; 
“They ought to take GERALD SKITH and lock him up in the same prison I was 
in at Atlanta, Georgia." ROOSEVELT had the oommunist, EARL BROWDER released 
from this penitentiary so that BRONDER oould back ROOSEVELT for the Fourth 
Term. You notice that the communists. and BROWDER speak for the ROOSEVELT 
Fourth Tern. nee is ‘why he waa released. ~ 


pete pee Die 


"Ve are the balance of power in Ohio. There are 90,00 
New Deal job holders in Ohio alone, on the public tit, and you folks who 
have lived on a farm know how hard it ia to pull a young pig off the tit; 
but we are going to do it. We are going to-do it and you will sure hear them 
squeal; the big pigs and the little pigs. I was scheduled to speak at Green- 
Wille, Ohio; farmers from 200 miles around came to hear me, the last minute 
they cancelled my contract for use of the. fairgrounds, but that night 100 


' farm lads took over the fairgrounds and the next afternoon when I arrived, 
_ there.sat 7,000 farmera waiting to hear me. And that's what’ would happen 


here in Minneapolis if you had that kind of "guts". 


"Every Jewish orgenization in Minneapolis has tried to 
keep me out of the Auditorium. Whenever you mention America First to a Jew 
he starts having hysterics. He is scared, and when a Jew is scared, well, 
he's scared! They intimidated the council in Buffalo by threatening to fore- 
Close the mortgages. they held on council members, and by threatening to oon- 
tribute to the campaign funds of the incumbents! opponents. This thing went 
to the courts in Buffalo, and we licked them, The oity of Buffalo said to us, 


_ "Let us save our face, and we'll give you another auditorium, better than the 


city auditorium, better then you asked for." And so they gave us the use of 
He Kleinheinz Music Hall, one of the most beautiful auditoriums in the countrys 


~ 
aa 


"some of you wonder how I have the strength to contime 
this fight. I am 6' tall, weigh 220 pounds and I don't know what the word 
"Paticue™ means. Sometines I speak 12 times a day as hard as I am talking 
right now. I am completely dedicated to this thing, and I will fight as hard 
for your liberty as the men who fought for theirs back in 17766 


"The speech made by ROOSEVELT on D-Day contained not one 
word of Christ in it and at the end of the day, ROOSEVELT went to bed with” 
liquor on his breath, having had two diquor ee ce while our boys were 
giving cheer lives at the time « | 


. 


"Tonight ny os is in India, he was with a “teak force on 
the Burma Battle Front, and as I speak to you he lies sick on a hospital bed. 
He weizhed 170 pounds when he was dropped behind Japanese lines; when he came 
out he weighed 130. He wasn't wounded, but they shot holes through his canteen. 


~ 5 o 
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Gerald, but you are . atillce little too hot to. handle .* ce E 
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"T am going to oome back, and keep coming baok until I 
have whipped the Communists. I was meeting in Chicago with 500 Republican 
leaders to prepare for a meeting prior to the Republican Convention. When 
I arrived there was a big orowd outside, and as I walked up I saw a photographer, 
"What's going on here?" I asked. He said, “Somebody is supposed to get shot here 
tonight." "Who?" He answered, "The main speaker." He didn't know that I was 
the main speaker. But I am not efraid, if there fs some Communist that wants 
to shoot me, let him shoot.: I won't go until my time oomes. I told those in- 
dependent Republicans that the only gandidate acceptable to us is a man who 
is for America Firat, mie if baat don't a one UPs we oe meteor our own cat~ 
didate. ' ; -: Hot 8s 


"There was a time when anybody against anything New Deal, 
was going to be put in a ooncentration camp. WALTER WINCHELL said JI was going 
to be put in jail. But it took GERALD SMITH to beat the New Deal candidates in 
an off-year election. We have 7 ee million followers in the most a eeers 
stares in the us 


gee ~ ee ere ; ed 
a me be a 


\ : Scollier's ae, spent ‘$25, 000 to see if Wall street or 


etnenare interests were financing me. WALTER DAVENPORT came back from this 


investigation and said, "No, this man is supported by the great rank and file 
of Americans; he hag been investigated by the F.B.I., Internal Revenue, G-2, 
and other government agencies; and they can't get anything on him. You may 
not believe in his policies; but he IS sinoere!" 


"You know, it used to be that when I went to Washington 
my friends wouldn't ask me.to come out on the Hill and see them; they'd phone 
me and ask, "What room are you in, Gerald? We'll come up and sea you.” But 


on ny next visit to Washington, I wasn't Mae West anymore. They asked me to 


come out on the Hill, and most of them slapped me on the baok, shook hands with | 
me; ® few walked by and kind of winked as much as to say, anes are for you = 


- Tes 


"a Long Island newspaper publisher, a Jew, said thet men 
like GERALD SMITH should be liquidated like they do in Russia; brand us as 
traitors because we are against ROOSEVELT and the New Dea]; not because we 
have done anything oontrary to our country in time of war, Well, I've got 
some good newss the Supreme Court has‘ just ruled that we oan é6ven oriticize 
FRANKLIN during time of war. That's s¢mething, when his own court says” 
that - remember he tok most of them in’ there. me 

van fe “ap ir ; eas 
; . tHe had trouble in St. Louis, but ee finally acs me. 
the public auditorium. The St. Louis Post Dispatch, a paper opposed to me. 
politioally said, "We are for free speech 100%; SMITH should have the use | 
of the auditorium. At that meeting we were pioketed by the Communists and 


Jews, and they Eiaeconed ere violence. They put out a pamphlet with 
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Hitler's picture on the front with the daptiony “MADOLF HITLER congratulates | 
his American voice = SMITH." Inside this pamphlet was picturea of MRS. LUNDEEN, 
LINDBERG and others, who were referred to as Nazis. SENATOR ROYAL WOODRUFF 
of ii ohigan is a statesman if there ever was one, and they even had his 

~ =~ pieture in there.-' That's ‘the pee ee ae overdo a -80 Rees aentk: 
believe what ee gaye. ee eee F 


oa Boge at aire . ‘ 5 * 3 
a ae me : oo ri v 


‘le 


gf | oo iT, Bt. Louis we hed ae eines” as ; many aesbnie ceed | 
our meeting han WILLKIE did.* And,-he had favorable publicity, and a brass 
band; we had unfavorable publicity - and no brass band. We defeated WILLKIE 
ns in Wisconsin, and people wondered - wondered how a great big respectable man 
ae, like WILLKIE could be beaten by a great big acareputeble man like SMITH. 





"JOHN COWLES, the man who runs your press here, went to 


Tle : VMreane with Wty na eaten want theaush We ananetinun with him Tea anciaad 
; AVSUUW WILE WiuiLALs ana a@is60 Weuvt tor VUE NL BUVUSLIL WLU dile Ro Guyilecvw 


; WILLKIE: "Smith is your big enemy, play it up, that's the way to get votes." 
WILLKIE had all the gas he wanted, he had (12 cara and drove each oar a 600 
miles on his campaign POUR. hee i S328 act agit 

Pon 3 ¥ chee ve : a 
: "In BIEANGR' trip to the South Seas she burned enough 
a : . gas for 5, 000 automobiles to travel-from Los Angeles to New York and baok. 
ue? "Now I now why they reduced the value of our gas coupons, it's so ELEANR 
se a _ could g° pokheenes the Caribbean, and WILLKIE far etee Wisconsin. tae 


a oe a 





| WILLKIE stopped in Sheboygen, and guia. "I am ieeinee 
SMITH and all he standa for." As he passed the oemetery a hearse drove out 
and fone onee: his 12 oars; ae only that but it made the 13th car. 


“SENATOR BALL iat a ‘bie internetionali sti he works foe: 
COWLES» and CONLES works for Enns center aoe a the House of Mor gen. 


+“. 


=. 3 > : ; “our goeenent. is like a voane bulldog ‘straining at thé 
i = - - leash. You tie him to the woodshed, and he atraina and pulls, and you think . 
rn a. : he will never get away; but all of a sudden ‘he breaks the leash, and away he 
ae a goes down the street, biting everybody in sight between the house and the 
a post office. There is a lot of Americans thinking just the way I am talking, 
and some day the lid is going to pop off the teakettle. Just give us the 
radio and public auditoriums - then watch us gol They are afraid to give me 
5 two hours in your public auditorium, because they know if they do I*11 xevine 
- . all the councilmen who denied me £re8 apeecns 
oe 3 "T ‘ohallenged SENATOR BALL ee a date, ‘end he said; ey 
wouldnit sit on the seme platform with him, he is HITLER's man.* WILLKIE 
admitted we sent him to the showers; when he reported back to LAMONT, hea’ 
said, "The éountry is all shot to ne the Anerica Firaters beat us." a ce 


. ag ive 
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a re 


"Nationalism is growing so fast that I look for ROOSEVELT. 
to come out for it. He is the greatest band-wagon-jumper-oner there ever wag - 
he will do habe to get elected, | : 


eR et enptetecear ame gmt ete meen an Slee te gts ups r 


“tye don't want, ‘dnternationalism, our boys are on 64 
battle ‘fronts, par eee bhis war is over we want them to come home. I recent- 
ly made the statement: "We do not want enything that will compromise the: 
sovereignty of our nation.” MR. ROOSEVELT came out the other day with thiaes 
"Following thia war, although we want free relationships with al] nations of 
the world, we will do nothing that will compromise the soveréignty of our 
nation." One of the reporters present asked, “Do you really mean that? Where 
did you get that idea?" And ROOSEVELT said, "I take ideas wherever I oan get 
them, even if I have to go to the lunatio-fringe." In other words, I am the 
lunatio-fringe, and you the lunatics. I am going to have to push him off my 
band-wagon, That man would do anything to get votes. He would endorse EARL 
BROWDER, GERALD SMITH, and CHIANG-KAI-SHAIK if need be. 


eee nd a 


"The publio auditorium in Denver seats 3,500 people; we 

spent $900’ « on palivoed: transportation, $400 on rent, and the Monday night i 
befgra the Tuesday we were going to speak, the city council had a sneak 
meeting and voted to cancel the use of the auditorium. The pressure, as 
usual, was brought by the Jews and Communists. The Soripps-Howard paper 
there published the facts, and people began to call up the Mayor, who stated, 
"Te are going to keep our contract." One hundred Communists started a riot; 
they oalled out a riot squad of 300 policemen; they took oare of the Communists, 
and WRS. SMITH and i walked in. 

era & May wife’ “just handed me & note, as gays: "Don't worry | 
about being heard, they can hear you a blook away." [In the next five to 
eight years we will see great politioal changes in this country. The New ©. 
Deal will become an out-and-out Communist Party. -There will be another party; 
which will be known, perhaps, aa the Nationalist Party, or the America Firat 
Party = but it will be a nationalist party. It will eleot a few senators in 
1946, and will name the president in 1948, 


. "These two parties will be lined up, one against the other, 
and it will be nip and tuck; there will be fighting in the streets and bloodshed, 
but we lie wine 4 


"Before this war is over there will be one million American 
boys deaa, two million wounded, shell-shooked, and nervous wrecks. The boys 
who have been discharged oantt get jobs. They can't go in defense industries, 
because most of them couldn't pass the physical examination. Z. : 


veces 
ied, ee 


ONY ; tthe at. Louis Star-Times had some: of ae rir st assault” 
pistares of the seoond front. It said that the first troops were mowed down, 








hese > 
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, 
cary 


a Tae. 4 


. average of $5,400 each last year. 
‘petjtars were able to pay operating under the union scale. And, they could 


_ be any overproduotion. _ 


St. P 100-4156 


but others climbed over their bodies and pushed-on. HANSON BALDWIN conments 
on the same page that the word "rejoice™ should not be used in relation to 
the opening of the Second Front. On the back page of this very same paper 
was a portrait of the President, leaning back in his shirtesleeves laughing, 
not the day before, but the very hour of the invasion, and the oaption reads 
"The President laughing on "D" day after learning that the invasion was going 
well and up to schedule,” The word "rejoice" shows a laok of comprehension — 
of what our boys are going through. Do we want suoh a president in 1945? 

He wrote a prayer for the world, and left out the word "Christ" for a Christian 
nation; he laughed when our boys were over there dying; and from what we know 
of his habits, he went to bed with two stiff drinks under his belt, 


"The C.I.0. can't promise any more. They have to jump on 
SMITH to colleot union dues, Well, the Linooln Electrio Company of Cleveland, 
Ohio saw this thing ooming, and they have aolved this problem by the use of 
a profit sharing system. The Linooln Eleotrio Company is not a war baby, it's 
an old established firm. They employ over 2,000 people, and on a profit 
sharing basis they paid their workers ~ those who work with their hands = an 
This is four timss es muoh as their oon- 


do it beoause it was on an inoentive basis and their profits rose accordsnenys 


"If we are to get the votes in coming eleotions there are 
four groups which we mist serve: veterans, manufacturers, workers, and 
farmers. I propose the farmers be paid a bonus for production not destruotion. 
That's Amerioanism, that's Christianity. There never was an overproduotion; 
but rather an under-consumption. Would there hava ever been too muoh cotton 
if they had distributed two extra curtains for every window, four suits of 
underwear for every person, two new shirts for every man, eto. It works that 
same way right down the 1308's if people! pare “~ es power there won't 


"ROOSEVELT said he was going to drive the Boney oheaeers 
out of the easie - he drove them out of Wall Street, and then invited them 
into the White House. I know a small businessman that had to quit because 
of the bureaucratio red tape he had to go through each month. In the epace 
of a year he had to make out 235 reports to the Government. He said he had to 
spend all his profits hiring lawyers. About 244 thousand little businessmen 
have gone to the wall because of monopoly and bureauoratio interference, 
FRANKLIN D, ROOSEVELT, lover of the little man, has given two thirds of the 
war contracts, totaling 150 billion dollara, to 8&2 big corporations. The. 
little businessman is being oruocified by the two thieves; monopoly on one 


hand, and bureaucracy on the other. Our plans for the little businessman ie 
to outlaw monopoly. Belin 8 ba Slime 
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"These men who have been in the South Seas for four years 
need $1,000 when they come back to give them a breathing spell, a chance to 
adjust themselves. We believe that every service man should have $1,000 when 
he comes back. When you teach thirteen million men to kill and hate, it takes 
ae time for them to readjust bhense ives. We may have built up a Frankenstein which 

ae 4 no man oan estimate. | 7 





nye one of these oe. comes back tae wants to open up a 
little store, and is informed that he has to see the inspector of the inspector 
of aomething or other, and that inspector refers him to the inspector of the 
es inspector of the inspeotor's inspeotor, and then he finds out the chain store 
mae across the street will undersell him at a loss yout to get the business. It's 
going to be bad. 





"After the last war we had something to go on; this time 
_ we haven't a cent in the bank. Somebody asked me if I thought the Townsend 
oe Plan would ever go through. I said that I didn't, but Britain has it, We are 
S pomnine her two million dollars en hour in goods, eto. | S. 


- ny propose the followings An emergency bonus for the 
soldiers, profit sharing for the workers, production inducements for the 
farmers, the outlawing of bureaucracy and monopoly for the benefit of. the 
small businessman, and a nationalistic government in Washington, D. c." 


SMITH employed the same technique whioh he has used in the past 
with signal success. He has from time to time come out with a platform for 
the America First Party - a platform which has varied in its objectives; but 
in his speeches he concentrates on five main themes, which he dins away at 

‘I incessantly. They are, in the order of their prominence: 


/ | : a : —Qy Bureauoraey = 2 
ee og . . (2) Communian - ee 


: : ~. (3) "I love the Jows, put--" 
ae : (4)  Internationalism 
a (5) "Give me that old-time religion® 





Two martyra to the "Cause"; HUEY LONG, SENATOR LUNDEEN. 


: The meeting was over at approximately 10:45 P.M. and at approxi- 
mately 10:50 P.M., SMITH was seen to leave the side entrance of the church and 

proceed to Second Avenue South, and from there, he got into a 1942 Chrysler, 

¥ a Four-door sedan bear 1944 Minnesota Lioense Number 1321. Reporting Agent 

fe S asoertained from ‘didlo. State Automobile Registration Bureau, 

“ap State Capitol, St. Paul, Minnesota, thet this license wag in the name of NORMA _ 

. ma ren 820 Essex Street South East, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
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A small card was obtained by the reporting agent at this. 
meeting, entitled “America First Program” whioh is being set out as follows: 





pi eee: aoe ---~ NAMERICA FIRST PROGRAM -- a eer ee ne sete 
| "For free literature explaining the program in dataity 
ae A the se write the... : Pe ee ae 
7 en ; ‘ aed AMERICA FIRST PARTY aed ea ‘ 
e Z - "GERALD Ls. Ke SMITH, DIRECTR = } 
" P. O. Box 459° Detroit 31, Michigan 


1."31,000 to every Veteran of this War whon mustered out. 
(Less money for foreign politios ~ more money for ~ 
American Veterans). 
2. $10, $15, $20, per day for workers by instituting seer 
sharing as praoticed by the Jack & Heintz Co. and 
Lincoln Eleatric Co. of Cleveland, Ohio. 
woot 3. Cash bonus to farmers for production rather than for des- 
2 ‘ - truction. Increased prices for farm’ commodities, to be. 
é gs Nie sce maintained by distribution reform and a oléan-up in our 
“money system. Would produce an abundance of butter, meat, 
>. milk, etc. 
ee 4. Restore private enterprise by outlawing monopoly and elim- 
—_ ee inating bureauoratio interference with business. 
5. Foreign policy. No world government. No international 
bank. A strong national defense. Trade with all nations - 
permanent allianoes with none.” = io 





: This meeting was altogether orderly and there was no distri- 
bution of Commnist Iiterenrs; either preceectne or peo the sei Le 


ye \. "h small blue Salored through sheet, ieee ies a speek by 
<a nc Ore Reverend HENRY J. SOLTAU on Sunday, June 25, 1944 at the Truth and Liberty 
me os Temple was obtained and on the back of thia through sheet is set out a 
pledge of allegiance and support to Minnesota Good Government League, Ino., 
2022 Park Avenue, Minneapolis, Minnesota, in voting for honest officials, 
‘better law enforcement and the preservation of Constitutionak Government. 


is iu 
pee > All«of the above exhibits obtained by the reporting agent 
at this méeting are a retained in oo case in the Bt. Paul Field ae 
“ 


Division.) — — ~. | re 
Z epereiae Agent obtained a a copy of "The Cross ead the Flag" P 
- Volume 3, Number 2, 1944 which is =o sent to the Bureau. as an ees 2 


ss 


“er iis 
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One oopy of "The Cross and the Flag", Volume 3, Number 2, 1944. 
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Je Edgar Hoover = Director, Federal ene, of Drvesti gation 
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‘ yo Federal Bureau of Investigation 
\\ United States Aepariment of Justice. 


ie: SO ee Detroit, Michigan 
-10Lh \ 
; mien avn CONTAINED? 
JAICLASSIFIED 


Recor fa pSSIRIED 
Mr nf HO BY E..CEPT WEA SHOWN ' 
DAY 7a ee a , / OTHERWISE | .1-— 







| Va 
oN CONTALAED CONFIDENTIAL 





TL. INFORI 
GiBinN 1s 





ae: ; 6 
rs _ Res ERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases; 
rUASS. & exh yi = :MERICA FIRST PARTY 
spason-rcl’ X.. 2.4.2. INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
DATE OF Riis _. _~——:~- : SECURITY MATTER 
‘ SEDITION 


Information has been received from confidential sources indicating 
that Subject SUITH is to sponsor a rally at the LaSalle Hotel, Chicago, Illinois, 






July 17, 1944. A hall has been rented in the name of thaeAlBRICAN Discllon hedeeteli N. 
COLIITTER FOR INDEPENDENT VOTERS and it is expected that Senator _ \ 
may appear on the program. . : ~ 


« fo 


RECORDED copy Fitco in 20; 77 










3 


to the Bureau, advise Subject SMITH is planning 


is contemplating a national convention for the peat pig First sees to . held 
at St. Louis, Missouri, sanetime in August. 





ay -::-: that Subject is considering 170 
Changing his headquarters to Chicago, ois. , } 


For the information of the Bureau and the Chicago Field Division, | 
SMITH left Detroit, Michigan, June 2, 1944, for meetings at Toledo and Green- 
ville, Ohio, and st. Louis, Missouri, arriving in Chicago June 8 and spending 
his time since June & either in Chicago or Delavan, Wisconsin, with the ex- 
ception of June 12 and 13 on which dates Subject held meetings in St. Paul and 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. It is noted that Subject's mother resides in Delavan, 
Wisconsine ty, 


For the information of tha Chicago Field Division, Subject travels 
with his wife, and «> as a personal and confidential secretary; 
as his general heiper; DON LOHBECK, who assists in arr nd 


ing a 
ucting meetings, and BERNIGASOMAN, & as his Detroit office manager aX De ' 
wk 


va 


h 
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Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, et al. 
July 6, 1944 INTERNAL SECURITY - G, et Noewmuac 






Informants advise SMITH has been staying at the Blackstone Hotel 
in Chicago, Tllinois, and has made numerous contacts and telephone calls 
both from Chicago and Delavan. \ . ~ 


7 
ly yours, 
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ec: Chicago 
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4 Dir. Clegg -------- S48 
E Mr. Coffey ....----- 
’ Mr. Glavin .... 


America Firsters Want ~ 
| Wheeler on Ticket ee 
. i :! By the Associated Presa. h ° 
! CHICAGO, July 10.—Gerald L. KE. 
‘Smith, leader of the America Pirst 
,, Party, said yesterday his group 
,; Would meet here July 17 and call on rane _ A 
' the Democrats to nominate Senator! . Eten ga 
‘Wheeler of Montana for President. 
* He also said he would ask his 
party leaders to approve a resolu- ; _t 
' tion urging Gov. Thomas E. Dewey | + MODEM HORN rhe h 
»i to’ resign Republican - presidential; 
ERAS :tnomination “in order that Gor, ; ; | ft 
WORE ts ‘ -; Bricker, whom the penple love and: sar. peat iat a 
science ow ‘| Want, may be given the right of ee 
*|way to become the victorious pres 
‘| dential candidate.” = 
t) “If the Democrats go internal 
tionallst and nominate Mr. 1 
; | velt,” he added, “we shall call i; 
ewe national convention of America 
sarah - . First people and nominate our own: yy? Oe c 
m 









oe candidate for Priddent uniess 

Dewey resigns, as he should. If we 

“ : call our own convention I am con- 

a ae vinced that our people will attempt 

—— 0 draft Charies A, Lindbergh for 
Be “President.” | : 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED = 
HERES UHCLASSFIED = 
DATE_solafo~ BY etececpt- rs 


This is a clipping from ~~ _—-~ 





ys. re Sr page fl. of the 
. ce | _. Washington Star for 


toe aie So = ‘JUL 10 ; 
oo Clipped at the Seat of 
ENCLOSURE Government. 
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7 Office ear , _ UNITED. 91118 GOVERNMENT 


JElataid 62-38 






To : te DATE: July cagaidenrd 

rroaw ~ TY ar Hens. Re | TiAl! 

reawoe ie e é, aa hare ie i: CONTAI ay A. Tamm 
‘ ste. Oo Wit SSEPTED.. cortey 

SUBJECT: 4 Glavin 








eS 
E, arly in dune, 19hh »—-Local_newspapers. carried | Announcementis_that 
SEnabeE tor Robert. Reynolds. had formed aaefmerican Nationalists’ Combittee of 








arte 
m 
: 
=] 








Independent Voters, These announcements were to the effect that hé was intérested*. aor — 
in forming a nucleus of public expression against the present Administration and Teles f Room___ 
in favor of the "nationalist" theory of government. Severa! weeks apo }'r + males Boats 
Ws 


IY Shower Senate edi di handle calito 


alkey “incheld ment: oned this matter_on on ane Sunday_evening broadcast. 


The. Subeaii has now. received 3 firomation through. a technical sural ence (in 


the Smith case) that Smith “has. rented the .ballroon_at. t the LaSalle Hotel in Chicago for 


a meeting on July 17, igh. ‘This, of-course, will be coincidental with the beginning of 
the Denocratic convention, and tye reservation was reportedly. made.in the nave. of, the | 
American Nati onalists' Committee of Inderendent Voters. The confidential source of he 
information vreviously mentioned reported that Srith Plans to have Senator Reynolds. speak 
on this occasion and from several late newspaper. comments, it. appears that Snith will 
attenrt to Jaunch a new "nationalist” ‘partyin. ‘the. .event.the Democrats renominate ie 
President Roosevelt. You will recall, of course, that Smith, with several hundred of .! 
his followers, . staged a sit-down strike in the ballroém of the Stevens Hotel during then 
time of the Republican convention. _Apparently this action was occasioned by Smith's +t, 


disapproval of Ir, Dewey and the further fact that the hotel was reluctant to allow e 
the meeting to fo on while the convention, was in oer cS ~ 


wy 


cae 


Although, it is knowm. “that Senator Reynolds has been very friendly with Srith 


aban she past, this report of a meeting to be held in 1 Chicago featuring Srith and Senator Z 


Reynolds as speakers is thé first definite indication that Smith.and the Senator may 
be collahorating and that Smith has an int abest in the frei can Nationalists! . Committee 
of tndependent. Voters. | ee. ‘ $8. & mye PLB AEs - | 
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The Datrott. Feld Division, has, advised the Chicago Office of this. sombenpiaceds 


oe 


meeting _ and has made. ‘arrangements. f for. the Chicag cq Office to. caver, the. “meeting. In. this 3 


connection you Will recall that for the “past year the Bureau has been covering all of S 

Smith's speeches and hag been conducting its. aves VEEocn of this indi vidual at the bd 

request. of the Depeemicats, ts ro Ww a 
ot, ~~ - 


eee 


held -~in the name o of. the. “American, Nationalists! ‘Const ttes. “of. ‘Inderendent _Noters. ¢ "(ahs ¢h as 


Thawed 5 Ty = 


Senator r Reynolds’. organization) 4 At would. not. be wise to have the. “Chicago Of Office - cover the 
meeting, It is further pointed out that the meeting 9 will take age amid the preparation 
for the begiming of the Democratic convention and unc Smith will seek ain 
‘a lot of. publicity in his attacks on the President ae eye Te Boney 4h E742 id be 
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“As ticgonii-beew that eventies 2 matter } sptaiane defi gfte_p: 
eletype -is attached for your_approval_to_the e Chisago Off c ce afvisi 


tne reeting but. + to teport “thiekoad of pertinence’ “which may ec aoe a \tenté on. 
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i Farad 7 , ) STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
oa FULLY FI TCODE * os | -—— 
ce To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION JULY 10, 19bh, 
: Transmit the following message t@C BF S. 
: CHICAGO o-] 
one Y © 
FS G=RALD L, Ke SITA, TH ARICA FIRST PARY, INTERVAL SECURITY, SEDITION. 
a RLFCRASCE DUTROTT LETTER JULY SIX LAST CONCERNING S-ITH'S PLAN 7 SPONSOR 





RALLY AT LASALLE HOTCL JULE SEVENTEEN. Text ONDER RAE CAR HATIONALTSTS* 


Cae i 


COMMITTEE OF INDEFINDENT VOTERS, DO NOT COVER THIS RALLY OR ANY ALLIED: a 





GATUERINGS OF THR COMMITTEE WHICH 1S REPORTEDLY A POLITICAL ORGANIZATION SPOYSORED 
BY SPEATOR REYNOLDS, HOWEVER, REPORT ANY PERTINENT TATA CONCERTO SUT TH'S 
ACTIVITITS T% COMMMCTICN WITH THE COMVITINE WHICH MAY COME TO YOUR ATICNTTON. 


— . | HOOVER = 
3 CC + DcTROIT (BY MAIL) 


ALL INFORMATION CONT?INED 
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nay | Office Memorandum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT} — 
Se - . JPHar mais ee er a te ee 3 
Recta ro 0: Mrs Ee A. Tam? AA pare: © June 19, 19k 
From: D, M. Ladd CT et BE 
PAs. oH : ’ : Sg oe OE ee ee “ge wr. Ccfray 
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y 
submitted in this case at St. Louis, Mssouri, on June 10, 19h, by Spectal | Flip 
Vv neene subject Smith, while addressing a public meeting of 1} }« 
b! his constituents im that city on June 7, lolli, stated that in the lete " -/\ 
| sume? or éarly fall United States Senator Robert R, Reynolds "will speak 


. . ~ 


with Yair (Saith) in St. Louis under America First sponsorship." Smith stated 
that Senator Reynolds has already agreed “to appear with him as a speaker and 
ther, Snith observed that Senator Reynolds will ‘cooperaté "in endorsing “and 
5 helping to elect America Firsters to the, United States Senate and House of~* 
| , | > Representatives." — - i 
oo? Ls wi eo. 
Pa \ It is noted, of course, that previous reports submitted in the: Snith 
be < case have shom that on a number of occasions in the past, dating back several 
te ~ years, Smith has corresponded frequently with Senator Reynolds and has otherwise 
ee indicated that the latter is sympathetic to him. Smith has publicly stated that 
aa « he visited Senator Reynolds about a year ago in Washington, D, C., and at the 3 
. \! time was warmly received and otherwise well entertained. - , 
~*~ Although no prosecutive action has been authorized, the Department 
roe has from tire to time requested that the Smith investigatim be continued . 
ee ie and, accordingly, this is being done and gil of Smith's important speeches : 
| “f+ are being covered by Bureau Agents as was this particular speech st_St.. Louis. 
a aes All information of pertinence which isdeveloped will, of, course,.be referred 
7 ‘ tothe Department. a 
j sy viel Pa —_ os | 
i. * nee ion . yl ok ” 4 
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Page(s) referred for consultation to the following govemment agency(ies); 
as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 
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ooe purportedly related to the so-called Tyler Kent esrionage case in England. ‘ 
ae In addition that on dine 7, 19th, I furnished yuinea © 
eae menorancun headed, * information relative Q reported > 
ae contact with certain poreons “fnew England in an sttemt to financial DIM « 
ans pia for the seouring of the alleged cablegres pertaining to the Tyler Kent 
[Oe : et ; - A ti e : 
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eT ae 
ver-Ous Death of Owen Linked to Tyler Kent Jalling," appeared in the duly 2 
ib, ieee of the Hashington "Sines Herald,” stating thal Osten Close had pA 
wietier the "nysterious® death of John Bryan Owon, free-lance journalist in 
Greermich Villare, tig York, last January 2 was connected with the inprl sament 
of Tyler Kent, Anerican Exhasay Clerk in England. This nowspepor article, a covy 
so-called Kont 
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Federal Bureau of Investioation 
Wnited States Department of Justice 





wrongs ALL INFORMETIAESRTANED : _ 
“HEREG IS BACLASSIIED.— er 
DATE 22/2. BY Soc SES? 


Director, FBI 





0 | 

Re: ,GERALD L. K. SWITH, was; 
AMERICA FIRST PARTY; 
INTERNAL SECURITY ~ G. 
SECURITY MATTER - SEDITION, 





Dear Sir: 


- * py re is being set out below the pertinent information 
< obtained fro whose identity is know to 
od the Bureau for perio y rough July 25, 1944. Informant 


vised that SMITH had informed one of his close acecctates 
that he had been approached by responsible persons 7 
can Party but that he had no business with them because it was 
their intention to trade off this country to the British, SMITH 
said that the Republican Party is in the complete control of Governor 
DEVEY and that DEWEY is in the hands of a bunch of "obnoxious Jews," 











Furthermore, DEWEY had called for SMITH'tS liquidation 
and had referred to SMITH as a "*rat.* SMITH said that he was going to 
have build a good, strong Nationalist ticket and would probably bee 
run for Congress on the AMERICA FIRST ticket. Referring to 
DEWEY once more, SMITH said that he, belonged to CHURCHILL and that 
the British Enpire was to write his speeches, 






also advised that SMITH had had a conversation with brp 
Captain S of Chicago wherein SOUTHARD revealed that he had been 
embarrasseg by a faction of his group under the leadership of | 
GERTRUD GER who accused him of giving the membership list of his 
organization to SMITH. At this time SKITH told SOUTHARD that a per- 

son from Washington, D.C. who had written a book which had never been 





published, had been conferring with him and had given him some very ; 9¢ 
interesting data. SMITH also asked SOUTHARD if he had heard anything ©), 
from “—_ ay: which SOUTHARD replied, "No." Pn oh 


' ‘The Informant stated Ahat SMITH had been in contact with *. 
TLLINGS, Secretary of theWe, The Mothers" of Chicago, and had 
dieccsed with her the possibili ies of mere hag Wh meh her and various /V 
ped eee 
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Letter to the Director Re; GERALD L. K. SMITH, was; 
dated July 28, 1944 ; AMERICA FIRST PARTY 


other organizations. SMITH stated that there was a great deal of 
work for them to do and said that he favored a program that would 
give every organization freedom of expression. He didn't think 
the organizations should be federated because it weakens their 
usefulness, 


Informant advised that certain members of SHITHS 
following are quite perturbed at the stand he has taken against the 
Republican Party. One of these followers in particular, Mrs. KNOWLES, 
head of one of the mothers! clubs in Detroit, thought that SMITH 
should make a compromise with the Republican Party. When advised of 
this stand SMITH stated that he had no other course of action to take 
inasmuch as Governor DEWEY of New York had practically called him 
and his people "rats." 


A The Informant stated that SMITH had his office manager, 
BERN MAN, contact various groups such as the Detroit Temperance, 
the Prohibition Party, and Vichigan Commonwealth Federation and in- 
quire of these people where and when they were going to hold their 
state conventions and who their candidates would be, 








The Informant also ees th was in contact 


ie ip 2 
delivery of the latest issue of SMITH'S magazine until he sent a 
letter of explanation to the Post Office as to why he had combined 
two months in one issue. 


Other persons in contact with SMITH errr this period 
MER; Senator ROBERT RA of North Carolina; @.-~: 2" 
honetic - probably 1 ees who is hospitalize 
@ Army Hospital at Battle Cre chigan.) The Informant also ad- 
vised that SMITH'S office manager, BERNIE DOMAN, had reserved the 


Jade Room at the Detroit-Leland Hotel on July 31, 1944 for a state 
convention of the AMERICA FIRST PARTY of Michigan. 
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN FILE NO. 100=2577 















REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE emsinn roe REPORT MADE BY b w ha 
Baltimore, Maryland | 12/12/4) 10/3/., | tem 
TITLe CHARACTER OF CASE 


GERAID L. K.CSMITH, with aliases; 


INTERNAL SECURITY - G; 
ICA FIRST PARTY 


SECURITY MATTER = G3 SEDITION 






w 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: America First Party committee meeting held in 
f Alcazar Hotel, Balto. Md. 10/3/,4, attended by 
approximately 200 members of the Party and the 
press. Speakers were GERALD L. K. SMITH, GEORGE 
OSE, World War Noe 2 disabled veteran, and Mrs. 
OWARD- IN, of Baltoe Md. ts of honor were 
ERICYARLT and Reve Dr. WAL MAHAUSHALTER. On 
speakers! platform was RALPH RRAEOAN. Assemblage 
predominantly middle-aged men‘and womene No 
“a servicemen in uniform present. It was announced 
“eo, that Mrs. KLEIN was offered post of National Com 
ar; mitteewoman of america First Party for state of 
Md. <At close of meeting, upon suggestion of SMITH, 
Mrs. KLEIN proposed organizing a women's club in 
Baltoe to be composed of America First Party 
- members for the purpose of working for the best 
interests of returning servicemen. Proposal only 
half-heartedly accepted. SMITH announced that 1000 
veterans committees would be organized by America 
| Party by March 1945. In his speech SMITH 
berated the alleged Commnist controlled New Deal, 
beth ROOSEVELT and DEWEY, WALTER WINCHELL, Anti- 
Defamation League, ROY CARISON, BROWDER and HILIMAN, 
and others opposed to him. He accused ROOSEVELT and 
. CHURCHILL of plotting to rule the world before U.S. ; 
entry into the war and demanded better treatment for ~~ 
returning servicemen. He attacked UeSe censorship 
policy, British imperialism, lend-lease, Russian 
se meet post-war plans in Europe, the entrance of UeSe into 
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secret parleys with allies, and alleged 
Jewish control ef presidential elections, 
GEORGE VOSE, appearing in uniform, attacked 
the treatment of disabled veterans of both 
world wars amd told of his personal persecu- 
tion by U.S. Army because of membership in the 
America First Party. 


- RUC -« 
bh? 
REFERENCE t Report of Special 1: 
at Detroit, Michigan, dated September 27, 19). 


DETAILS ¢ 
The following is a joint report of Special nt ae the b 
writer) who were both present and can corroborate ormation: 


ae «: other highly confidential sources advised that & 
the America st Party held a meeting in the Blue Room of the Alcazar Hotel, 
Cathedral and Madison Streets, Baltimore, Maryland, on October 3, 194. The 
meeting was supposed to be a committee meeting of the members of the Party in 
Baltimore and admission was by card only. ‘There were appraorimately 200 people 
present,of which about 65% were women, and the crewd was predominantly of the 
middle—aged group with a sprinkle here and there of younger people. Honored 
Baltimore guests of the evening were ERIC ARLT and Rev. Dr. WALTER M. HAUSHALTE 
Speakers of the evening were Mrs. HOWARD KLEIN, Chairlady, of 1315 James Streei 
Baltimore, GERALD L. K. SMITH, Detroit, Michigan, and GEORGE VOSE, of Kalamazoc 
Michigan. VOSE is a veteran of World War No. 2, having been honorably dis- 
charged for injuries sustained in maneuvers while in the service, and who has 


) ee ee ee ee eee or ene. ot ne | rat eas: Gd 


besi talking recently with GERALD L. K. SMITH. 






It was announced in theearly stages of Mr. SMITH's speech that Mrs. HOWARD 
KLEIN had been offered the appointaent of National Committeewoman for the 
America First Party for the state of Maryland. Mrs. KLEIN did not at that 
time announce her acceptance, but at the close of the meeting, at the sugges- 
tion of Mr. SMITH, she announced that she would form a women's committee 

er club, the purpose of which was to further the best interests ef returning 
servicemen in the state of Maryland and the District of Columbia; that the club 
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Would be composed of female members of the America First Party in Baltimore. 
This proposal was met with very little enthusiasm in that but a few wousn 
volunteered their services in connection with the organization of the ciub, 


In his speech L. K. SMITH attacked and berated waLren}WINCHELL, ROY 
CARLSON, and the\Anti-Defamation League, and accused them of endeavoring to 

osecute real ricans, having reference, of course, to members of the 
America First Party, and that at their reccamendation he had been investigated 
by the Washington"Gestapo", the FBI, and that today, that is October 3, 19, 
he had appeared before a Congressional Investigation Committee who inquired 
into the sources of revenue of the America First Partye He stated that he was 
pleased that he was given this opportunity to explain to members of Congress, 
through this committee, the real purposesof the members of the America First 
Party, and he enjoyed noting the looks of surprise on the faces of these 
Congressmen when they learned that the real purposesof the America First Party 
were those purposes which had been publicly announced. 


, Mre SMITH charged that the New Deal Administration was controlled by SIDNEY 


LLIMAN and that ROOSEVELT had made the statement that everything in con- 
ection with the present political campaign should be cleared through SIDNEY. 


Mre SMITH stated that while in Washington he had been visited by Senator 
ROBERTYPEYNOLDS and that the Senator wished he, SMITH, to inform the members 
of the Party who were meeting tonight that he had visited with SMITH in his 
hotel room in Washington. 


With respect to ROY CARLSON, the author of "Undercover", SMITH referred to 
him as an individual who had come out of the scum of life and that he had 
printed deliberate, wilful lies about great Americans, such as Father QOUGHLI 


en 


SMITH stated that he had a very important message to bring to the meeting 
and that was the story of » & heretofore obscure decoding clerk 
attached to the United States Embassy in Moscow, While in this capacity, 
young KENT, according to SMITH, had come into contact with personal com 
munications in code between CHURCHILL and ROOSEVELT, which KENT believed 
constituted a conspiracy between ROOSEVELT and CHURCHILL to drag the United 
States in the then growing conflict in Europe and by this means conspired 
to rule the world. Accordingly, he made copies of sertain of these messages 
and attempted to return to the United States to put them in the hands of the 
proper authorities. He was transferred te the Babassy in London and the 


too. 
— 


‘ae wfn 


100—8577 





American "Gestapo* in London determined what he had done and he was dis- 
charged. He was arrested on the steps of the Embassy by the British 
Police, given a secret trial and imprisoned on the Isle of White for a 
period of seven years. Mrs. KENT, his mother, attempted to ascertain the XY 
true story behind the arrest and gave a friend $5,000 to nake a trip to : 
England and conduct some investigation. This the friend did and got the 
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friend remained in a hotel room in New York and apparently because of a 
confusion of identities his friend was mysteriously mrdered. This, 
according to SMITH, sealed the lips of the man making the investigation. 
Mrs. KENT is now endeavoring to secure the information in another way and 
publish the information before the public of the United States. This, 
according to SMITH, ie evidence of the secret treaties and pacts and agree~ 
ments entered into between ROOSEVELT amd foreign powers, and that the public 
of the United States was not aware of what was going on. 


According to SMITH, the Ogpu, the Russian Secret Police, having obtained 

this information, STALIN consequently holds the "lash" over the heads of both 
CHURCHILL and ROOSEVELT and by this means is able to accomplish whatever 
purposes he desires in Europe after the wars 


SMITH stated that this information is public talk in England but because of 
unnecessary American censorship of news relatively few people in the United 
States have ever heard of TYLER KENT. He stated, however, that he knew what 

was going on and that he had learned that the Chinese forces have been 

defeated by the Japs, the American Air Forces in China have been defeated by 

the Japs, thet Madam CHIANG KAISHEK is a refugee in the United States, inferring 
that thewar in China has already been lost, but this news has been kept froa 

the American public and we get only news of victories. 


With respect to lend-lease SMITH stated that whereas American veterans were 
unable to get a satisfactory bonus, our money was being forwarded to the 
Russians and the British for whatever purposes they wish to put the money 
and that frequently these purposes were against the best interests of the 


United States. For example, he stated that the British had used some of this 
money for the purpose of purchasing nylon stockings in the United States ani 

selling them at a profit in South America, while our women were forced to go 

Without stockings. 


SMITH attacked the entrance of the United States into secret parleys such as 
Duabarton Oaks wherein even members of the press were not permitiede He 
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charged that DEWEY was not meeting these issues squarely in the present 
campaign and that both DEWEY and ROOSEVELT were covering up for each other, 
He accused DEWEY ef being an Anglophile and cited the fact that he had 
nominally appointed Attorney DULLES as a representative and consultant 

on foreign affairs. SMITH pointed out that DEWEY is Chief Attorney for 

the British Purchasing Commission in the United States and inferred that 
DEWEY would hold British interests above American interests. 


With respect to the presidential campaign SITH stated that he intended to 
wipe out the Jewish control of presidential elections. He stated that 
whenever the two major political parties conferred to choose a nominee 
they had always to consider what would the Jewish city of New York do with 
respect to the nominee. He stated that the qualifications for President 
of the United States should be determined by ability and not by the wishes 
of any minority pressure group. 


With respect to the United States participation in the present war SMITH 
stated that the American boys and girls were fighting and dying to further 
the interests of British imperialism. As an example of this he stated that 
at Tarawa,after the American Marines had landed at great costs and had rid 
the island of the enemy,the union jack was hoisted. At this poinb SUlTH 
vehemently stated "I will never consent that one drop of American blood 
should be spilled to advance or maintain the boundaries of the British 
Empire." 


Throughout his speech SMITH frequently referred to the great perzonal danger 
that he was subjecting himself to in campaigning for real Americans and a 
return of the control of the American Government te Americans. 


GEORGE VOSE was introduced by Mr. SMITH and appearing in uniform gave a 
heated speech attacking the treatment of disabled veterans of both world 
warse VOSE did not attack the medical treatment given but rather the 
amount of the pensions, stating that Jap internees were paid more than 
American soldiers who had lost eyes and limbs fighting for their country. 
He announced that this was the beginning of his fight to see that veterans 
in the United States would be given ample funds out of the Treasury of the 
United States to maintain them and their families, and that this money 
would be made up from a nc econtimane of the payment of lend-lease money 
to our Allies. 


VOSE also told of his personal persecution by the United States Army, brought 
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about because of his membership in the America First Party. Ye stated that 
they had gone so far as to try to give him a dishonorable discharge in spite 
of the fact that he was wounded on mansuvers, but this had been overcome 


‘and he had character references and an honorable discharge from his Command- 


ing Officere These documents were on file in Mr. SMITH's personal file and 
would be made available to anyone who wanted to see then. 


At the close of the meeting pamphlets containing the platform of the America 
rion Seating and copies of the official organ of the America First Party 
“ThecCross and The Flag" were offered for sale to anyone caring to purchase 
them. It was noted that quite a few of those present purchased these 
publicationse 


One copy of each of the above publications, as well as a newspaper account 
of the meeting which appeared in the Baltimore Sun on Wednesday Morning 
October h, 1944, are being forwarded to the office of origin as enclosures 
to this reporte 


ENCLOSURE: TO THE DETROIT FIELD DIVISION——Copy of each of the above. 


REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE 
~- OFFICE OF ORIGIN = 


100=$577 





bit, 67D 


JY Ha 1WMJ 
Assistant Attorney General Tom ©, Clark Decmber 23, 19 
Jotn Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Burem of Investigation 


: Le Ke SMITH 
SRICA FIRST PARTY , 
INT RYAL SECURITY r 
SFI FI Of 


For your further information im your consideration of the instant ce: 
there are attached coples of the following two additional reports which have 
been received: 


Report of Special Agent (NEY dated at Baltinore, Maryland, 
on Decenber 12, 19ub. 


Report of Special Agent (NIN dated at Detroit, Michigan, on 
Decerber 3, 19LL. 


As a wattor of poes'ble further interest, there are also attached c 
of the following enclosures which are listed and discussed in Special Agent 
re-ort: 


1, A leaflet headed, "Thé Story of: TylerZent." 
2, A booklet entitled, WWote CIO and get a Soviet Amcrica." 


3. A oopy of abject Snith's testimony before the House Con ttee Pes 
Investi cating Cazpaign Ropendi tures. y : 


Lb. A leaflet headed, @Stalin's Hen Win the Election.” 


Se Editions of subject's publication, and the Flag,” Lesued 
for Septeber, October, and Novenber, Wik Oe 


With reference to our previous correspondences concerning the fi ling 
requirements imposed upon Smith, as a candidate for public office, by the Fec 
Corrupt Practices Act, your attention is particularly invited to the enclose 
ef Seith's testimony before the House Invest! cating Comittee as well as cer 
information relative te this phase of the matter appearing on pages 10 anc 1 
Special Agen reporte 4 a 


In the event you are desirous of having any investigation omnheshe 
te this particular phase of the natter please advise RO. ear. f 
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JPHas J 
SAC, Detroit December 23% 19LL 


John Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
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Lae 
Reference {a nade to the report subaitted in the {instant case Spect 
Agent at Detroit, Michigan, on December 9, 19h. = 


ae @ @ 
A. Ee 4 GFRALD ©. K. SMITH, was! THE AH RICA FIRST PARTY: 
Ke _ INTERNAL SECURITY = G3 SECURITY MATTER; SEDITION, 


The synopsis in the copies of this report designated for the Bureau ha: 
becn altered to the extent of making the Mifth sentence read, "Smith has been in 
contact recently with numerous nat‘onalist leaders, and with Senators Gerald Hye 
Robert Reynolda, and Congressman Clare Hoffmm," insteal of "Seith has been in cc 


recently with mimerous nationalist leaders, inoluding Senators Gerald and Bot 
Reynolds, and Congressman Clate Hoffman." ‘ = ve 


Please similarly alter the cories of the report which you have retainec 
in your file. 
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| Ea, 1B 
| During the peried December 6 to 1944 the following 
| / information was received from whose identity is +,/ 
' known to the Bureau, concerning ac es of the Subject SMITH: 


th 





SMITH attended a lecture given by the Columnist DREW SZARSON in 
Detroit on December 5, 1944, but was apparently not embarrassed by questions 
directed from the audience concerning SMITH. PEARSON stated in substance 
that SMITH had the right of free speech and his statements and writings might - 
be so justified. SMITH has not been particularly active during the past two 
weeks and has held no meetings, although he is now planning a meeting which 
will be held in the English Room of the Book Cadillac Hotel, Detroit, on 
December 28, 1944 at 8:00 es Sybase! fearing to rent the rooR at the hotel 


ai sae Ow Hane, uv nas ta ga Feservacvicon Bnaer tne Hake of "The Subdscripti 
Comittee," 


on 
SMITH has had some dealings with Congressman CLINTOM ANDERSON of the ( 
Congressional Committee investigating campaign expenditures, Yhere has been a 
discrepancy noted in the reports filed by SMITH with the Senate and the House, 

In the Senate report he listed receipts of $41,000.00 and expenditures of 
$38,000.00 while in the report furnished to the House Comittee, he listed 
receipts of $10,000.00 and expenditures of $10,000.00. SMITH tried to explain 
this discrepancy to ANDERSON on the grounds that the report to the House 
Committee was really a report to the “Clerk of the House -and called for this | 
information, ANDERSON then requested that the expenditures be broken down 

for his committee and SMITH stated that while he would not be willing to de 

this under the Corrupt Practices Act, he would be willing to do it for ANDERSON's 


committee and would secure the information am g00n a8 possibje, 





SMITH has aleo been inoontact with Senator ROBERT'SEY3 
answer to SMITH's request for somé’reliable means of keeping in touch with the 
situation in Washington, REYNOLDS‘ suggested that SMITH get in touch with "The 
Capitol Gist Co." and thes he dlso subscribé‘to the Congressional Record. 





SMITH's close seamecson foe ie indicated by many references in a 
| recent letter from REYNOLDS 6 ayy pear GERALD" angMit is noted that the letger . 
is signed "BOB", "bn , ot pe Atma, 
oy Lg OV eg eo Jn ee ae ona a 2 ht, 
or ef ee 
SMITH continues to gjairtine literate He opies 
\ of his October magasine "The se and The Flag to CARLSJEIE 0 anapolis 
2 and has sent large numbers of the magazine on order to "beGpie. He ; te 
eae EN 
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Letter to Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH 


12/26/h4, AMERICA FIRST PARTY; 
INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION 

advised ELIZABETINDILLING at Chic cago that ber first order arrived okay. 

This obviously re referred to a shipment ° DILLINGts book "The Hctopus," a 


lerge number of which SMITH hed previously ordered from her. The details 
of this transaction are set out in Detroit Field Division letter to the 
Bureau dated December 8, 1944. 


Dr. cleat, sagted who was Candidate for Governor of Michigan on 
the AMERICA FIRST PARTY Ticket, is trying to get the cooperation of various 
minority parties in Michigan, including the Prohibition Party and the 


Michigan Commonwealth Federation to demand a United States Senate investi- 


gation of the recent election in Michigan. This investigation is to be on 
the grounda that the minority parties were not actually credited with the 
votes which they received. SMITH does not seem too enthusiastic about this 
plan since he has said he does not want to raise the hopes of his people 
only to find they will get nowhere. In the course of a recent conversation 
MARION also advised that he had been in con‘act with GERALD | D who had 
described to MARION his experiences in court, evidently referring to the 
Washington Sedition Trial. 


DONNLOHBECK, who in November took over the job of BERNARD BOMAN as 
Secretary to SMITH, has been drafted altho a Conscientious Objector and 








bie 


was drafted principally because of his connection 


R 
with him, SMITH. 
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& John Edgar Hoover = Director, Federal Burean of Investigation 
Loge 8 GFRALD L. K, STH 
TH: ARICA FIRST PARTY 
INTER AL SECURITY 
SEDI TION 
& confidential sources of informati whose identity camot be 
disclosed, has informed us that there were sme di! screpancics in the 


report¢ filled by Saith, as to his recent campaign, with the House and Senate 
Corr-ittaes Investicating Campeig Expenditures, £n hie report to the Senate 
Comittee Sith allegedly listed receipte of spproxinately $11,000 and 
expenditures of about $38,000, However, according to our source of information, 
in the report he flumished to the House Cermittes, dnith claimed that he had 
rece’ vod $10,000 and expended en identical su, 


--~ We have fimther been advised thet Congressan Anderson, of the loves 
Committee, has recuested Saith to break down hia list of expend'tures, this in 
contrast to merely listing them in a lip am. According to our source of 
information, Seith does not feel that he is required to do th's by law but he 
has ind! catec to Congressman Anderson that he will break down his expend’ tures 
anc furnish this information to the House Camittee as som as ross'ble. 


ae 
‘ 


Tn order that the concealment of the identity of our source of 
information may be assured, I shall appreciate your cone dering this data 
as being rost confidential and your utiliging this information, if et all, 
in a -ocst clrounspect mamer,. 
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& 62-43818 
£ Assistant Attorney General Tom C, Claré 
*. John Edgar Hoover = Director, Federal Burem of Investigation 
Pry GERALD L. Ke SMITH; THE AVTRICA PIRST TARTY; 
i EVTERNAL SECURITY; SEDITION. 


For your further information in your consideration of this case 4 
tiediailtted herarith a photostatie cow of un article dated eJamnry - IES" and 

| entitled, "A Call to the Brave — This ie our Opportume Manet." As you will 

( observe, the article is signed ty subject Suith, 


It would appear that Sith has possibly mailed this article to various 


people throuchout the country as this particular copy was furnished us by a 
correspandent in Harbor Springs, Michigan, who received it in the mails. 
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A CALL TO THE BRAVIA.  OPPURL AE MOMENT 
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED January ~ 1945 
Dear Fellow American: HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
To date, 745,000 of DATE ref!) BY pagel wounded 
io) 


sew NAT Ye 5 7ygvwuw ~ 2 ie e ey aa F - 3 
ne mil 


captured in this war. The casualty list could easily pass the 


mark within the next 30 days. 


If you are interested in the boys who are still alive, as well as 
erief-stricken loved ones of the wounded, dead, and missing, you will 
every line of this important letter. 

if_we Nationalists fail to sct_ now on the opportunity that is our 
America is doomed. In the past 30 days tremendous things have happene 
(1) Eoosevelt, after returning from his month's vacation, in a press c 
ference confessed that the Atlantic Charter never existed. We had bee 
made to believe that it was a written document, signed by Church 
koosevelt. The President now admits, after three years of war, : 
such document exists. (2) Churchill reveals that he and Stalin: 
Some sort of deal to divide Europe into zones of influence For 


* 
British hoy fighting in Europe there are three American bo 
rm 
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S. * 
while we suffer the rate of 50,000 casualties per week in Surope, Stal 
and Churchill are dickerinz ant trading for political power. (3) 

now refuses to recognize tne exiled government of Poland, made up of 
Christians, and insists tnat Poland be ruled by his Communist puppets. 
without consulting at least openiy with ws, Stalin is organizing his 
Puppet governments in Eastern surope. 

When Churchill was pressed for _an explanation of his power-politi 
he revealed that what he was doing and what Stalin was doing had been 
agreed to by ifr. Roosevelt in Teheran. Thus, we find that Mr. Rooseve 
without the approval of the Senate, has evidently entered into secret 
deals with Imperialistic Britain and Communistic Russia. We furnish 
blood and the money, and they bargain with each other over our blood a 
our money. 





You and Ll must do somethi ne mmnediatelyv Thore jie nienty ts do 
Lod ‘coat ert coals eon Se ee Se if palette caiete. e & lasek we -_ Ww r~ Ww be af MSs ad 3 
it must be done quickly. will you help? 
Here is the situation: I have contacted some of my friends in Wa 


ington who are in both Houses of Congress. There is a willingness on 
part of certain members of the Senate to demand of ue oy Rgosevels on eo 
planation of his conduct. aka 

Two months ago the Internationalists were brag pie natiengl 


was a dead proposition. Today, liationalism is strong! then 8 pee 
been before. People who insisted that we, through Jonbaftten ot 
other schemes hatched by the International Bankers, were about to be ] 
into a Super State, now admit that Nationalism and those who have beer 
its ridiculed leaders are in the stronrest position they have been in 
since Pearl Harbor. 

Even members of Congress who were elected on a lukewarm basis, o1 


leaned t+tonward Internationaliam Are naw jin a mand Lo questi on thea wise 
ee A ee we Wee ce sk SR Ee RR lec St Re all NR ah Ww Sis TF ae od - ag bar sacl at ON de wee we Lae Sas 


of our joining a Super State, such as was outlined in the Dumbarton 0: 
Conference. The Internationalists are desperate. They realize that 
Churchill, Stalin, and hoosevelt have all blundered. They know what < 
argument will be; namely-~if the Atlantic Charter was a fake, then hoy 
ean we trust any sort of an agreement entered into by the same parties 
having to do with a World Government. 

The situation 1s desperate, and unless I can count on you to helt 
together with others like you, we will lose our opportunity to defeat 
the Super State plan, which will be Lab ty within the next few days 
in Washington. 2 aes » ° Coe x EB ste 


a 
: OE 
< 


vury eee bad 





Should this Super State plan be approved and adopted, it would mean that 
our boys could be kept indefinitely in foreign countries to carry out the 
will of the Super State, which would be dominated by Stalin and Churchill 


Th avy manta m+ Wand bt nk wm i tom oys wma dh 7 ao al 2 fo mw om me 
mit So WOUsG not MUOLUGUO to sé6nd our boys ints VGUUso VU UL LU the Ms Gs 


vation of their Imperial | and Communist schemes when the war was over. 

Taday we are doing most of the fighting and furnishing most of the 
blood. Russia was supposed to have opened a second front on the Polish 
border. The British have virtually deserted Italy. Outside of a 
little help from the Australians, we are carrying the load in the Pacific 
Unless something is done about it, one million more boys will be killed, 
wounded, and captured within the next eight months. 

oe have _been in conversation with a member of the United States Senat 
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who believes that we “should demand of our "Praatdant ana our ’ State Denart-— 
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ment a complete definition of war aims and peace aims. We are rapid@iy | 
becoming the most hated people on earth. Even news dispatches out | 
London reveal that the British (although we have given them billiog 
billions and billions) hate us almost as much as our military enem ea. 

Just as I write this letter the news dispatches reveal that tmre*~-: 
British newspapers are demanding that our bleeding and fighting armies - 
put under the command of a British General, on the grounds that our 
Generals are incompetent. 

Since I wrote to you last time I have contacted important National+ 
ists all over the United States, in and out of Congress. They are willin 
to cooperate with me in a strategic program demanding that... 


and 


THE KEAL PURPOSE OF THIS \sAR BE EXPLAINED SATISFACTORILY. 


If the President, the State Department, in cooperation with the 
Senate, cannot give a satisfactory explanation of the purpose and aims of 
this war, then our boys should be brought home alive, immediately. 

Yes, I know these are “strong words, but they are made necessary by 
the fact that we have just been told that the Atlantic Charter, which for 
three years has been a definition of war aims, has been a fake. The 
Nation has never known such fakery and deceit. For instance, the OWI 
printed thousands of copies of the so-called Atlantic Charter, bearing th 
Signatures of Konsevelt and Churchill. These copies were hang ia ‘Schodl 
houses, newspaper offices, public libraries, and army camps, 

If we swallow this fakery, then there is no hope. But f neve: “encour 
agement for you. The pot 1s bolling in Washington as it hap not bolled i 
years. Men like United States Senator Burton K. Wheeler are prepated to 
blow off the lid and demand a show-down. 

Furthermore, let me encourage you by saying that people who were al- 
most spitting on me sixty days ago now are in a mood to listen. I know « 
Congressman who was elected as an Internationalist who now is talking anc 
writing like Smith, Nye, and Fish, 

I_am_not_interested_in hearing from _weaklings_ and cowards, but I say 
to you, if my best friends will stand with me now, we can win within the 
next 60 to 90 days, a Nationalist victory, which may last for 25 years. I 
I can raise the money to finance the modest plans I have in mind we sen 
bring pressure to bear on every important Congressional Committee involve 


in this fight, and we can accomplish the following victories: 


1. Defeat the Dumbarton Oaks conspiracy as pre-digested and 
handed to us by the British and the Russians. : 
2. Defeat the plan for an International Police Force. 
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3. Defeat the scheme of the British to continue Lend Lease 
after the war and make us the tax~slaves of their Empire. 

4. Defeat the scheme to get us into a sort of Super State, equiva-— 
lent to rejoining the British Hmpire. 

5. Obtain a satisfactory outline of peace aims from the United 
States Senate which will put America First. ' 

6. Hesult: If we accomplish the above, and I believe we can, 
it will save our country 100 billion dollars and the lives 
of a million of our boys. 


Here's my plan: 


1. I want to call a conference immediately of leading Nationalists 
from all over the United States to meet in some, eenhras Roane 

for the purpose of planning the fight. ‘ 

We will form an emergency committee. 

I will visit the proper members of both Houses of Coneeene: 

while at the same time we will place literature and enlightenin, 

information in their hands. 

4. We will inspire radio programs. 

5. We will inspire Nationalists to write their Congressmen 

6 
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and Senators. 
- We will urge that meetings be held all over the United States. 


We can win! be can stop this international conspiracy. We can hel 
see to it that the war is not prolonged one unnecessary day. We can sav 
your son and loved one from the risk of being in an internatienal con- 
scripted army 10 years from now. This is the most serious thing I have 
ever written you about. It is more serious than the election because 
Dewey and Roosevelt had committed themselves to the same Internationalis 
behind the scenes. 

I receive all the leading newspapers of the Nation. One thing has 
stood out: The Internationalists admit that we Nationalists are in the 
best position we have been in. They confess that the behavior of Stalin 
and Churchill has been a serious blow to Internationalism, World Governm 
Super Stateism, etc. 

AS you Know, our organization is the only one in the Pnited States 
organized on a national basis which has kept the torch of MWationalisa bu 
ing. But for the help of you and others we could not have earried an. 


rPantrihutiana in raannncea to Auy manthiv lettera hava tniEet baa barely 


enough to maintain our headquarters, meet our payroll and postage” bitis, 
and to maintain our routine activities, 

Aithough our enemies prophesied our complete finish a few weeks ago 
we are now in a position to accomplish our greatest victory. It will re 
quire, beyond the regular contributions. necessary to keep our routine an 
publishing activities going, at least $5000 to finance the formation of 
this emergency committee, call a National Conference, and make the neces 
sary contacts in Washington in person and by correspondence. I am not o 
asking you to help, but I am asking you to help more generously in this 
particular thing than you have ever helped before. 

Please reach down deep into your purse this time. I am not bashful 
about asking you to do this. It isn't for me any more than it is for yo 
It is the most important thing to which you could give money. It may sa 
the lives of a million men. Ours is the only organization preparing te 
carry on this fight on a nationwide scale. If we fail now to fulfill ou 
responsibility, God will not bless us in the future. This is one call 


we o- ee 


which involves your whole future life and the future destiny of America, 
fT am not going to promise you a premium because we cannot afford it 
All who respond to this letter, using the attached coupon, will be kept 
formed concerning the activities of the emergency committee. We will ke 
you informed concerning the progress of legislation and committee hearir 
in Washington. Among the other things which will be done, if you help, 
will be my appearance before the United States Senate Foreign Affairs 
Committee. If you have an idea, do not hesitate to give it to me. 

#ll who respond to this letter will be given information as to how 
they can qualify for credentials to attend the National Emergency Confer 
ence and other important gatherings, one of which will be held in Washin 
ton. Please give until it hurts -- and then give some more. If your 
limit is $1.00, God bless you. It will do its part. If you can give $1 
or $5.00 or $20.00 or $50.00, or whatever is your limit, please, I beg o 
you, make it as generous as possible, this time above all times. 

Help! Help! Help! and we will never let you down. I will lead ou 
this fight as long as there is pulse in my wrist and beat in my heart, : 
dare not slacken. To slow down or turn back now would betray innocent | 
Blood, and saddle upon our children and their children's children the tl 
burdens and the money burdens ofthe world. 

Fill out the attached coupon and rush it to me. If you are some di 
tance removed, use an air mail stamp. Head the coupon very carefully ana 
fill it out accordingly. 


Sincerely yours for Christ and Americ: 


Post Office Box 459 held oh Wich, 


Detroit 31, Michigan GERALD L. K-’SMITH 


del ee ne ee ee en ee et 


GERALD L. K. SHITH 
AlurRICaA FIRST CRUSADE 
POST OFFICE BOX 459 
DsThOIT 31, MICHIGAN ume, yay 
Yes, I want all the information concerning the emergency fight,%& #a¥e. ou 
country, our sons, and our future. iy prayers are with you ag yey. gh. a 
the National Conference, the regional conferences, and the figh®hac @aa- 
crusading activities in Washington, D. C. I will stand by you as you ore 
Pare to appear before the committees of both Houses of Congress. , 





I enclose my contribution of ¢ 
involved in this undertaking. 


to help bear the financial burden 


Mi. 
Naine 
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Erne 


January 13, 1945 


bi 


Thie will acknowledge receipt of the material which you and 
forwarded to this Burem under date of January 8, 1915. 


fi 

a’ Tour interest in bringing thie matter to our attention i# much eppreci 
anid 3% 1a suggested that should you in the future reosive additional data you 
bslieve to bs of interest to this Burcau, you may desire to communicate directly 
with the Special Agent in Charge of our Grand Rapids Field Division wh'ch te 
located at 715 @und:Rapids National Bank Building, Grand Rapids 2, Michigan. 


Sincerely yours, 





SS Swe 


MATION CONTAICA 
UNIV GUNE ALCL 


HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE _sopirper B¥¢- rere 


we 
- OF 
~~ w + 


ECEIAED-NVIT © 





« Tolson 


cm a ce 7] 4: 2 tae t 

; ia UG : i . 
bk. A. Tamm Baby _ F chad ; 
Cla = j 


ne 
» Coffey 


» Glavin en , 
Rad | SESE a Gk REAL AaGTERS AR = 
Nichols —_ Mg. oat ee eet 1 OTE ai\ 











4-750 (2-7-79) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


se. Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 





cx Deleted under exemption(s) Lb (42 BPO with no segregable 
material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


|] Document(s) originating with the following govemment agency(ies) __ 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


—_——— Page(s) referred for consultation to the following goverment agency(ies); = 
aos the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


—_____..._ Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


in i pr A pre 


(-] For your information: 





% The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


6592420/3 2.625" 


XXXXXXXXXXKXXXXXXXX 
x DELETED PAGEXS) x 
¥ NO DUPLICATION FEE ¥ 
XXXXXX X FORTHISPAGE  X 
XXKXKX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXKK KKK 
XXXXXX 


FRI/DOJ 


Sete no, Wa 


— Office Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
TO  : DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: December 26, 19bk 


é7%4FROM : SAC, Detroit. 
SUBJECT: Le AG ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
e AMERICA FIRST PARTY; HEREIN is NOL eas 


seo DATE fare Beta 


In accordance with Bureau letter of December 2, 1944 indicating 
interest in information about a certain aaa - Loe Angeles, the Los 
Angeles Field Division is being requeste to make a discreet 


investigation of to determine his identity and background, the extent 
of his connection the Subject SMITH, and the progress, if any, which 
is making in his plan to upset the results of the recent Presidential 
on by filing « mandams suit, The Los angeles Field Division is 
requested to be most discreet in its investigation o 
findings at an early date. No copies of this report 
outside agency. 


and to report ites 
be sent to any 












For the info the Los Angeles Pield Division, 
NS :.. which seeks to upset the Pres al 
ection by c g t twenty-one of the states failed to list the names 
their Presidential electors on their ballots in the recent election. 
ee: that this is a violation of the 12th and lath Amendments to 
ates chee pouiy and be Bisa seued eared! rae a 
mandamis suit in one o ° ° 










se people are believed to be providing 
al support for his plan, He may also be receiving support from various 
nmothers groups" and women's organisations in ether sections ef the country. Me 







The records of the De vision indicate that oe 
t 


It is requested that Los Angeles expedite this inquiry since it is 
considered likely that if ans to file this suit, he will do so 


within the very near fut : 
ad f 
MOT rie Oe. 
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JPHa: WH 
Jamary 9, 1945 
Director, Federal Bureau of Invest! cation 


GERALD L. Ke SMITH 
THE AIC CCA FIRS? 1 ARTY 
THTERNAL SECURITY; SEIN TION 


Referonce is nade to your letter of Decaber 26, 
Wwhh, requesting that the Loe ingeles Office aonduct a 
ciecreot investigation o Wo, you will recall, 
has figured in this MM deveral occasions. 
Fore spec! fically 
with subject Sei th relative to an alleced plan 
to upset the results of the Pros!dential Klection by filing 
a@ mandaws suit, 


The Bnx an feele that {t is of pertinence to the 
instant case to know sovetiing additional as to 
background and activities and, socordingly, 
with the ‘reve *tigati on 











Office should -roceed heve 
requestod, Rowwer, the Turrau desires to caut’on the Los 
Angeles Office tict this gcc ets ghould be of a most d‘ acrect 


nature and should rel] 





bai bah tieaté Grad An ecesection 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
ia ‘6 UNCLASSIFIED 


that he hase an aevwrsi cocasi 
with the ectivities of subject Saith. 





oc ~ Los Angeles 


CoML vic higNe ste tion . . 
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FEDERAL GUREAL OF INVESTIGATION 
b. S. CEPA: ME? Ur JUSTICE 





Zederal Rurean of Inwestigation 


finited States Department of Justice 
Detroit, Michigan 












Ys Director, FBI hg : oe ee 
y, Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH ed 4 
j 4, AMERICA FIRST PARTY CONPIDEMPTAT vo... 
os INTERNAL SECURITY wisi wis 
a Pr \ SEDITION awe 
4 DECI ’ Nouns 
Ps Dear Sir: ON 
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During the period from December 19, 1944, to January 7, 1945, 
inclusive, the following information concerning the activities of the su 
ject SLITH was received from whose identity is 
known to the Bureau. 

DIV 

SMITH is evidently still having difficulty in satisfying the 
demands of the House Committee on Campaign Expenditures headed by Congress- 
man CLI t NDERSON, having recently received a wire requesting that a 
Statement of expenditures be filed. SMITH states he has now reached 4 


satisfactory agreement, however, with Congressman ANDERSON. 


SMITH is still concerned about the activities of wii of 
Chicago, who has been in Detroit for several weeks in an effort to contact 
SMITH. says that MAERZ's ¢orrect name is GUSTAVE*BIAERZ and 
not HOMan, the s tied We. with thaxru Klux Klan in some way and works 
strictly under cover. CARL MOTE 1s frequently mentioned by MAERZ as the 


next United States Senator from Indiana. MOTE has told SMITH he thinks i 
MARR? ia sincere but "the leadw in Chicagm" (probably Mra BILLING) told bce 


eee Te) hie Get iwws VP Ww waw ae WAT ie & WViiawarw (Pps eens fg ee Se Se ee ww a 


SMITH she did not feel secure when he was around. SMITH still feels that 

( MAERZ may be an “operative” and said there a bonus of 95,000 out for 
anyone who could "do a job on him." a: s been in Detroit during 
the past few weeks and MAERZ is said “anvited him tg a0 5 to Chicago 
and offered to pay his railroad fare. ( ss m 

CARL MOTE spoke at a meeting of SMITATS i America First Party held 

on December 28, 1944, at the English Room of the Book-Cadillac Hotel, 
Detroit. pvidently fearing that the hotel might not rent the room to the 
America First Party, the reservation for the meeting st the hotel was made in 
another name, although informant did not know what other arr shad been used. 


SMITH recently sent a check for a subscription to ere 
+ mad A 


ame oe mbeLen axe ee eke eet 4 a oe ee.) a oe 


Sentinel 1," & WEEKLY BAgazins published in UNL EEGs This pubiaCavid0Gg 45 sarc 


to have been making attacks upon SMITH recently. The publication, however, 


refused to accept the subscription and rere oe “ba to 4 
=f a7) 
a J— 6327, 


copies DesTReTT ALL WE ORMATION oe ae 
— ‘= fE IS UNCLASSIFIED o 
7Ouaw zo igs UAT ede fee BY Se 


7 








Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH et al 







January 9, 1945 INTERNAL SECURITY; SEDITION 
Within the past few daye a certain Ui. who told 
SMITH that he was a friend of his from New Yor erly been a 


member of a old America First Committee, warned SMITH that he should be 
fe wos 


arc wr Im hdan Aaaldinan with Tans et rena thaw wana aiit ts Raat him tit 
way Car Wd LA Ail £4h4 0 WU LI, Wii YUVA 8 .iilvw wiley wvsa vv wuw Vu 4sse 


An unknown divinity student who has been studying under Dr. 
WALTON DAIER at the Concordia Seminary of the s “Spb in Saint 
ou 


Louis, Missouri, was advised by SMITH to contact secretary to Mr. 
BSNiETT of the Ford Motor Company. The student request 
permission to contact a Mr. KNOWELL who can help the student in 


he is writing on Communism. 






Tha nrananinma far tha roaanunt af tha iAmaninn Wrest D 
aus pPOUCCGW SS 202 vit 2G Va vst fowieca farever 


in Oakland unty, Michigan, has been proceeding and SMITH was advised by 
Dr. LELA ON of Pontiac, the Party's candidate for Governor in the 
recent election, that affidavits obtained by MARION indicate a great many 
America First votes in Oakland County were not counted and that there is 

at least a fifty per cent error in the tabulation. SMITH believes this is 
sensational and is sending out a letter to his followers giving the details. 
SMITH told informant that Senator REYNOLDS upon his retirement from Con~ 
gress had become associated with West and Donald, a Washington law fim and 


that SVYITH as a consequence now has a good lawyer in Washineton. 


o~ ie sean, ww ese 


Very truly yours, 
BA (ibs 
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| Office Misierailion ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT | 


TO : he Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation DATE: Jamuary 19, 15 


FROM {(am Ce Clark, Assistant Attorney General TCC :SrMsesw 

6 y U46-28-43 

SUBJECT: Gerald L. Ke Smith, The America First Party; 
Federal Corrupt Practices Act of 1925. 


at) 


Reference is made to the Department's memorandum of January 6, 
1945, request an investigation in the above captioned matter. Yesterday, 
\ Special Agent conferred with members of the Civil Kights Section 
\: and suggested @® memorandum be forwarded wetter. forth more in b UW 
detail the scope of the investigation desired. 


/{ le The original request laid particular stress upon the 
report which should have been filed with the Clerk of the House on 
January 1, 1945, by the America Firet Party, pursuant to Section 305 
of the Federel Corrupt Practices Act. This Section also reoulres 
the filing of a report with the Clerk of the House between the let 
and 10tn days of March, June, and September, and elso between the 
10th and 15th days and on the 5th day next preceding the date of 
the general election. 


It is requested thet the records of the Clerk of the House 
be checked to determine whether or not the Americe First Party filed 
any reports in March, June, Septeriber, between October 23 and 28 
and on November 2, 194). In the event eny reports were filed the 
pertinent information therein contained shoulc be noted in the 
investigative report. 


2. Section 305 requires the filing of a report by the 
treasurer of a political committee. The term "political committee" 
is defined in Section 302(c) of the Act to inolude any committee 
or organization which accepts contributions or makes expenditures 
for the purpose of influencing or attempting to influence the 
election of candidates or presidential and vice presidential electors 
in two or more states. Mr. Smith testified before the anderson 
Committee that he was the official candidate for Presicent of the 
America First Party and thet he was on the ballot in Michigan and 
in Texas. It is believed advisable to have the investigation 
determine specifically whether or not Mr. Smith was a recognized 
cancidate in these two states, so that there will be no question 
but that the America First Party was a political committee within 
the purview of the Act. 


_ COPLES DESTROYED 3- In Congressman Anderson's letter, a cory of which was oe 
~V95 OCT 13 \Whansmitted with the memorandum of Janary 6, he pointed out that ,. 
the America First Party filed with his committee a memorandum ma 4s 
\ covering the period from September 1 to November 7, “— certain ~- 
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receipts and expenditures. However, the America First Party filed 
with the Green Committee of the Senate a report of expenditures 
from January 1, 1944, to September 1, 194, showing much lerger 
contributions and expenditures than these shown in the report 
filed with the Anderson Committee. It is suggested that the agents 
contect Robert T. Murphy, Esq., General Counsel for the Green 
Committee, and obtain fram him such information as the records 

of that Committee may contain. 


lL. It is also requested that the agents contact the General 
Counsel of the Anderson Committee and obtain such information as 
the records of that Committees may contain. 


5. Section 305 of the Act requires that the reports be filed 
by the treasurer of the political committee. In his testimony before 
the Anderson Committee Mr. Smith testified that he assumes full 
responsibility for the America First Party. It will be necessary 
to determine the name and address of the treasurer of this Party. 

It will be noted that the Party dia file certain reports with the 
Clerk of the House on October 19 and November 6. These reports will 
probably contain the necessary information concerning the identity 
of the treasurer of the Americe First Party. 







6. It is noted that in December 9, 194, investigative 

report by Special agent Detroit File No. o2=1126, 9L 
tnat Bernard Doman, Smi testified before the Dies b 
Committee on October 18 aaa left Smith's employ on November 3, 

1Gijie It is suggested that Mr. Doman be interviewed for such 


information as he may have relevant to this investigation. 


7e It ia noted that in your memorandum of January 4, 1945, 
entitled, "Gerald L. Ke Smith, The America First Party; Internal 
Security, Sedition", you requested that the information therein 
set forth concerning the reports filed by Smith with the House 
anc Senate Investigating Committees be considered as most confidential. 
Accordingly, you may not desire to have Mr. Smith interviewed in the 
course of the investigation recuested by my manorandum of Jenuary 6. 
The information necessary to determine whether the failure to file 
the report on January 1 was wilful may conceivably be obtained 
without interviewing Mr. Smith. It ie suggested therefore that the 
reports be made available to the Criminal Division without any 
interview of Mr. Smith, so thet we may determine whether or not 
it will be absolutely necessary to interview him in the course of 
this investigation. le 
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: cr 1 Division. 
; SUBJECT: Gerald L. K. Smith, The’ America Firet Partysfederal Corrupt 
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Sse an Honorable Clinton P. Anderson, Chairman of the spectat’ oe 
Comittee to Investigate Cempaign Expenditures for the House of — ie ie 


Reprasentatives, 1 » has written to the attorney General, calling © 

attention to the fact " that the America First Party had not. filed v4. Gandy. 

with the Clerk of the House the final financial statement required f SF Lp ay. 

by Section 305 of the Corrupt. Practices . Act. of 1925, 2 U.S.C. ee 

A copy of Congressman Anderson's letter is transmitted herewith. Seat 
bed ‘oe 


NCOPH Loe eens 


.] 


The Clerk of the House of Representatives indicates th 
the America First Party filed on Ootober 19, 1%), a report ag 
the Federal Corrupt Practices Act and that on November Sth, 
Amerioa First Party filed a second report to whish Gerald is - 
Swith's name had been added. However, neither the America First 
Party nor Gerald Le K. Smith have filed, as of eens, report 
required by Section 305(c). oe 

4! 1 G3 


pEXNe 1 vae f 2 

- You will note that in his letter poe rapes 
refers to a menorandum filed with his Canmnittee ask Lg Taare st 
Party covering the period for September 1 to Ho “aN 2 Sto 


’ 


This memorandim showed receipts of $10,978.10 and se Pree 
} $10,953.91. However, the America First Party supplied t erson 
j Committee with a report which was a copy of the report f ed with 
( the Senate Campaign Expenditures Committee, liding expendityres from 
apie _ January 1, 1944, to September 1, 104, in the amount of $39,370.65, 
f° with contributions during that same peyfod of $11,300.85. Congresaman 
5° Anderson indicates that he cannot tely whether the America First Party 
is a different organization from the Amerioa First Political Party; 
whether one is the successor to the other or whether the two reports 
should have been consolidated, because in the report covering the 
period from September 1 to Novenber 7th, Mr. Smith refers in his 
letter of transmittal to “The #merica First Political Party” but in 
the body of his report refers to receipts os Samarioa } First Party". 


In his appearance before the Anderson Comittee on aig 3, 

194, Mr. Smith testified that the Americe First Party, which was a 
“continuity between the Amerioa First Canmittee and the Party which 
‘war organized, was established as a state party in Michigan about 

« “Auguet ist and became a national party about September Ist. However, 
in his testimony Mr. Smith discussed a national convention of the 
Anerica First Party held at Detroit, February 7, 1043. A convention 
was held in Detroit, Michigan, on August 29th and 30th, 10), and 
Mr. Smith became the Party's presidential candidate. There is no 
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question but that the Amerioa First Party was a politioal committee 
within the definition of that term in the Federal Corrupt Practices 

Act and that the Treasurer of such Committee was required to file 

with the Clerk of the Hoiss on January I, 155, the statement require d 
by Section 305 of the sot. . | 


Congressman Anderson states that his Committee tried 
repeatedly to get satisfactory information from the Amerioa First 
Party but has failed. Your attention is directed to the report 
of Special Agent dated December 9, 194), titled bie 
"Gerald Le K. Smith, es, The America Firet Party", 
and designated as Detroit File No. 62-1126. At page 10 of this 
report it is indicated that on November 27, 10, Congressman Anderson 
advised Mr. Smith that a complete record of the campaign expenditures 
had not been furnished to his Canumittee, and that a copy of the report 
sent by Smith to the Semte Comittee, was not properly itemized as 
required by law. It is further stated that Mr. Smith indicated that 
he thought this request routine end would take oare of it at some 
time in the future. 






Section 314 (a) of the Federal Corrupt Practices Act, 
2 U.S.C. 252 (a) provides for a fine of not more than $1,000 or 
imprisomment for not more than 1] year or both for a violation of 
Section 305. Where the violation of this S,otion is wilful, penalty 
ie increased by Section 314(b) to « fine of not more than $10,000 
or imprisoment for not more than 2 years. It 1s requested, therefore, 
that a complete investigation be immediately instituted in the premises 
to determine the reasons for the failure of the America First Party 
to file the report required by Section 305 as of January 1, 1915 
This investigation should seek to determine whether or not the failure 
to file the required report was wilful so thet the Department may 
ea whether the alleged violation falls within Section 31j(a) or 
314(b)- eee JL 
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CONGRESS CF THE UNITED STATES 
House of Representatives 


Special Committee to Investigate 
Campaign Expenditures for the 
House of Representatives, 1944 


January 3, 1945 
The Honorable Francis Biddle 
Attorney General of the United States 
Department of Justice 
Washington, De Ce 


Vy dear lir, Biddle: 


Before the House Committee to Investigate Campaign Expenditures 
expires today under the terms of the resolution creating it, I feel I 
should call your attention to the fact that the America First Political 
Party had not, as of 11 AM. on January 3 filed with the Clerk of the 
House, the final financial statenent required by Section 305 of the 
Corrupt Practices Act. 


Our Committee has tried repeatedly to get satisfactory informa~ 
tion from the America First Political Party but has failed and as Chairman 
I was extremely anxious to see the report which the Party would file and 
which under subsection C of Section 305 would have covered the calendar 
year of 1944. I wanted this because the America First Party claims to 
have come into existence August 31, 1944 and did file a memorandum cover= 
ing the period from September 1 through November 7, 1944. That memorandum 
showed receipts of $10,978.10 and expenditures of $10,953.91. However, the 
America First Party supplied our Committee with a report which was a copy 
of a report filed with the Senate Campaign Expenditures Committee and it 
listed expenditures from January 1, 1944 to Septenber 1, 1944 in the amount 
of $39,370.65 with contributions during that same period of $41,300.35. I 
cannot tell whether the America First Party is a different organization from 
the America First Political Party; whether one is a successor to the other 
or whether the two reports should have been consolidated, because in the 
report covering the period from September 1 to November 7, Mr. Smith refers 
in his letter of transmittal to the "America First Political Party" but in 
the body of his report refers to the receipts of the "America First Party." 


Since the Corrupt Practices Act does not seem to say whose respon= 
sibility it shall be to see that a statement is filed by a political party 


or to enforce the proper sections of the law, I thought this matter might 
properly be called to your attention. 


Sincerely yours, 


/s/ Clinton PyNgderson 


Clinton P, Amerson 
Chairman 
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SAC, aehington damuary 30, 1945 
dotm Edgar Seover ~ Director, Federal 


Barem of Investigation 
Be eet a ee ALL INFORMATION CONTAN 


ys pa lwcrica'riasr rumee HEREIN I iho] ASSIFIED 


fof 2. 
Reference 18 ade te the curred investicn be adil zen A 20 
Spell ae Disaryid — Warsi Repl raataad by ee” weaned feet 

rene, ermal Securitas Sedition Order date af €, 1985, we rece’ ved 

é peranies from the Ori atnal Mviston ef the Lies an the filing 
ees of the Aneriea First Party (in connectian with ite offerte in the 
recent ag ro as eet forth in the Tederal Corrupt Practices ast of 1925, 
Sectiona 21-256, Title 2, Urited States Code, Pertinent portions of ve 
menornndua which reqee an invest! cat‘on to agcertain ‘aith's intent (pert! eu!: 
wheter {& was wilful) in failing te file a final staterent with the Clerk of the 
House of Revresontet! ves an January 1, 1945, are sot furth below: 


"The Jonoreble Clinton PF. Anderson, Cheirmm of the Srecial 
Cormttee to Invert! cate Caxpat on Pxpend' tures fer the tlouse of 
Rerresentatives, 19hh, has wrt tien te the Attorury General, calling 
attention to the fact thet the sertca First re hed not’ f'led 
with the Cle of the Youve the final financt al wat requi 
by Sect: n 3 f the Corrupt Pract’ ces Act of 2 Ue8.C. rarer 

A co.y af Congresean kdoraon's letter 1s transmitted horew!th, 


; "The Clerk ef the icoume of Representatives indicates that 
the Areréca Piret Party filed on Cetobor 29, Ikki, iy hile ad 
t'.o Federal Cormupt Practices Act end that an ch hag al 6th 
kmerica First Party fled a secad report te wh’ eh 1a te a 
Ce th's nace had been added. Harcver, pei ther the peaharg First 
Farty nor Gerakd L. K Saith have filet, ap of today, the repert 
required by Section 305(0). 


"You will note that in nie letter a2 Ande@rean 
refera to a rewrandm fied rith his t e the Auerica Firet 





Peay covering Ue soviet fue Sates 1 te: 1ybh 
Th' a rerorantun shored receipte of $10,978 tures 
¥10,953 921. Towever, the imertca Fi . riled the 

ttee with a re;ort which was a sere 6D filled with 
oy ala gee Coret exrarst’ tures fren 
danicry 1, 19h, te 1, WE, Sr t $39 
with contributions ple S cpt e 
Anderson in® extes that he cuaet 611 whether tte dmertoa First 











tet re Den opr . gag epi aiy aaty 
NiersTS—— pies frum Septeiber T to Foverber Baith refers in 
baat ef trenae tial te ‘The Aneries Pelitical Party 
carson te body of te erent sbfers to receipte of the linerica Fi 





aoa eh SL ayiR ore the Andersen Comittee on Ogkober 
ibe sendy ie ah Smith teetlf mas dzart on hosel ca Foret Party, which was 
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continuity b-twnen the Anerioa Fi ret Ceraittee and the “arty which 
wan orcapi sed, Was established as a state perty in Wick! gen about 
Aneuet let ard beceare a national rerty shout S-ptarber lst. However, 





time in tha fature. 


"Sect'or JUL (a) of the Federal Corrupt Practices Ast, 
2 U.8.C. 252 (a) provides for « fine of not more than $1,000 or 
imprisenment for not more than 1 or 
Section 505, here the vioigtian of this 
4{e increased by Section 334 (b) te a fine of not sore thm 
@ ismrt someont fer not more requ 
thet « canpicte inmvestiration be lama! etely tuted in prem ses 
te detersire the reasons for the failure af the Awerica 1! 


-@ As GQithet 


There are ales attached cepies of the letter fran Congresman ‘nderson 
te the Attorney Senerel, Tue will acte that considerable wention is rede of tds 
letter 'n the Crimine) Division's nemcrenths, 





and 
1th an’ 1 days ant om the Sth day next + receding the date 
the frmier-l election. 


"It ip requested thst the records of the Clerk ef the House 
be checxed to determine wheter or act the aecries Frat Farty filed 
eny reports in March, June Septeder, between Ootaber 2} and 26 


a ee §AalL =m @¢ho wee Vat be 
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rertinent information therein contained ahold be acted in the 
tnwentireative renort, 


*?, Seotion 305 reculires the filing of a re ort the 
treasurer of a political somrittec. The term 'Peliti Carmi ttee! 
ia defined in Seotion 302 (¢) of the Ast te ineluce any comriitece 
or organ sation which acce ts oonteibut'ens or sakes ex end’ tums 
for the rurre-e of ‘nfluenoing or attormrting to infineses the 
eiocticon of caniidates or rreasidential and vce -res'dant’:)] electore 
{a tro or pore stat:*, Kr. geith testi fed befere the Anderson 
Coseittes Gist he was tae of fictal candidate for Freaident a7 the 
Ave rica Sirst Tarty anc that he was an the ballot in Boehigm and 
4n Texaz, It is bel‘ eved adv: sable to heve | the favest! cetion 
Ceterine weet fically woetoer or oot ir, Seith was a yocorm! sed 
ean’idate in them teo @txtes, eo tht there will be co qurst’an 
but that the Aserloa rst Party was a political cammittee +4 thin 
tne cwrriew of the het, 


"3. Ir Cemgresman Ancersonts istter, a cory @” which was 
utnertias with the ramorandum of Jawary 6, he yotnted out that 
the ‘rerica iret Party filed with h's casities a renoranto: 
cove ring the period from September 1 to Novewer 7, sharing certain 
receirta exc exvenditares. However, the ax: eee Firet Party Sled 
pide the Green gore ef the Senate a Fe,ert of pesierege aint 

m= Jems to Sertesber 1, 29ib, showing much 
sabe pep yy etg Se expend! tures than "Pio Mines in the ert 
filled with the Anderson Secs a It is tha 
contact sagged pred Seneral Cameel fer the 
fF thet eu ities ae ney contain. 


"bh, It i= alee requested thet the agents eantact the yejecgs 


Counsel of the Ande-son Cameittes axl eotain sede infarnetion 
the reeords of that Committee may contain. 


*S. Section 305 ef the Act requires tht the reports Se f ied 
by the treasurer of the palitical cameittec, In bis tertimery before 
the Anderzon Carmi ttee Mr. Suith testified that he asmmer full 
resrauibility for the Aacrigea Piret Party. Jt will be necessary 


a 
4 
-3- \ 


to determine the name anc address of the treasurer of tie rarty. 

Tt wild be noted that the Party did file certein reports with the 
Clerk of the iforse om October 19 and Noweber 6 These reports will 
probably contain the necessary infornrtiaom concerning the identity 


of the treasurer of the Ancrica First Party, 


"E. Yt is noted thet in the Dose:ber 9, 19d, investi cative 
report by Special Agent Detroit Fle Wo. 62-1126, yo 
that Seruand Donan, Sei th's test: fled before the Dies 

Comittee on Octaber 18 and left Seith's employ on Sovanbder }, 


» os ee Tt {2 mnnancetad that Mremnm tae ff 4 reel at fae a 
a Wie rw rene a ars 


@7 i We ave 25 we we | wes 2c ews Ts avg Glew 


information as he have relevant to this invezticati on, 


“7. It is noted thet in your nemoranum of January 3, 19:5, 
entitled, "“Genld L. KF. Seith, Tro decries Mret Partys Internal 
Seourtty, Sedition’, you recnested thit the informatics th:rein 
aot forth ooncerninre the rerorta filed by Sai th with the Fuse 
anc. S-nate investigating Committecs be cousidered ag most oonfidential, 
Aecordingly, you may not desire to hove kr. @afith interviewed ‘n the 
course of the investi-ation recnested by my menorancum of Jamarr 6. 
The information netessary to detercine racther the fallury te file 
the revort on daruary 1 was wilful may conceivably be obtained 
without interv kr, Suithe It is sted fore that the 
re-arte be m'@ available to the Criminal Divi-ion without any 
Srntory ew of tr, Gath, ec th ie may determine whether or net 
{¢ will be absciu'elr necessary to interview hig in the cures of 
this “owe-t! cath ne” 


whl) not an exarination of the Crintnal Mvicion's latest nenor ndun you 


ti 

Wii +o 8 PXyUssy has tees acde far te Thirca to Gotwrine Wiwtier Cie am rica 
First Party filed any oe” the staterents required by the Federal © % Pract oss 
Aet of 172°. It has been suppested that the reemda 0” the Clerk of the Jouse be 
checced. However, before th's le dane, {t is dex’ red that you have tro wall 
qual‘! fied Agents contact Congresman Anderson, explaining te hie that we heve beer 
furrt shed a cory ef his letter to the ittomey Generel anc that ar. Inquiry la bes: 
instituted at the spec! fic request of Ass’.stant Attorney Geveral Tox C. Clark, 

in charge of the Criminal Divirian o° the Derartaent, Concresman & Jeram (or 
the Gencral Couneel for the inderson Committes in the event you are referred to 
hie by ‘“‘ersm) should be requbeted te fuormiah corfas af corr: apandance between 


——~ = = SS ee See 


Andere ant Seth, sorties of Smith's teatinony before the Anderson Comittee, wd 
corice of any other paterial perti-ent to this ratter that my ba poseesaed. 
Thereafter, contact should bé mode with the Clerk ef the Nocre for any 

adMtional inferm:tion er doouwents ef pertinence {n his posacerico:. Robert 7, 
Varphy, Eeq., Oemerel Counsel for the Oreen Cora! ttee of the “enste, should also 
be contacte: in order te srarw gach informition as the records 07” thst Cormmittec 
vay contain reintive to thia matter. ‘ report arcro: riately summarizing the data 
you seocre should be submitted secempartied by eorfea of pertinent enclosures 
woth for the Burezs ad the Detroit Off! op. 


¥ 
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The Detroit Office will be ecnsidered erigtn in th's tavesti zat’ a 
but for the tize being, the only investig¢aiion desired of that office ia a check 
with the Seerctary of State or otter approcriate official to definitely extabl! sh 
that smith was the official candidate of the inmerioa First “arty im that state. 
A sini} co cute A ee ie eee 
Texas to astertain wheter the names of the teertca Ni cenci dates 


r& Party 
arcearec on the official ballot {sn Shel geek tn ts recent election, 


In view af the cbvicus invortance of this matter, it 18 neccesary 
that the iivertirat! on requested of your office be hendied af the earlicst 


rossi ble date you can conan aati contact Consresaem Anderson, ‘maatistely 
thereafter, the Cetro’t Office should proceed with tw interview cf Bernard 
Dernan and the other investication reocuested by the Criminal Division, ‘exith 
Phoui¢d not be Intere!ewad without Pures instructions, 
ee = Petroft 
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TO : Mr. EJ AT, eer DATE: ary 13, 1945 


rom. Dew Tadd AL wean CONT NNED 


SUBJECT: GE L. K. SMITH 


a 
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HEREIN cf UdoUASSIFIED 
AE CA FIRST PARTY r DATE 


/ FEDERAL CORRUPT PRACTICES ACT 0 


dy 


You will recall that we are in receipt of a memorandum fram Mr. 

Tom C. Clark of the Criminal Division requesting that we investigate subject 
Smith under the above-captioned Act. Specifically, it is asked that we S 
determine whether his failure to file a final statement with the Clerk of — «. ai 
the House of Representatives (on January 1, 1945, as required by the Federal vis so. 
Corrupt Practices Act) was "wilful" or otherwise. If the failure was wilful 
the penalty may be as mich as two years in prison or a fine up to $10,000. Where 
not wilful, the punishment permits a fine of not more than i, 000 or imprisonment 
for nor more than one year. 





Although this request is simple enough upm its face, the Federal Corrup 
Practices Act is very involved and upon a more careful reading of the memorandum 
(particularly with a background of a complete understanding of the Act) the 
memorandum is not entirely clear and may need some clarification for the most 
effective results. I believe you might think it well to have someone in the Burea 
talk over the contemplated investigation with the, friminal Division and with that 
thought in mind, is following points, which have «hepring on the investigation 
and are suggested by the memorandum, are set fo 

"Be ls Lh é. a id = 640 

1. Section 2h, Mtle 8, United states Gay ( a part. the Adt ; 
inclusive of the requirement mentioned by the nal Division that fre ‘Trmanres 
of a political committee mst file a statement with the Cletk of’ the ‘dHouse’én 
January 1, including a detailed citation of the comnittee’s expenditu d 
receipts and in sane instances, the names of the person sal 
contributions and to whom moneys have been expended. a gigs course, 
statement Smith has not filed and the one the Department ke-apparently p eee 
interested in, However, this Section also requires that statements be filed with 
the Clerk between the first and tenth days of March, June and September, and 
between the tenth and fifteenth days and om the fifth day next preceding the date 
of the general election. The Criminal Division attached for our information a 
copy of a letter addressed to the Attorney General by Congressman Clinton Anderson 
and from this letter it appears that at some time or other Smith did file a state- 
ment concerming his collections and expenditures between September 1 and November ' 
194);, Mr. Anderson pointed out that there was sane confusion as to this statement 
as he knows that Smith also filed a statement with the eran of the Senate 
listing expenditures and collections between January 1, 194) September 1, 19h) 
To add to the confusion Smith uses in one statement the nam erica First 
Political Party" and in the other the name, "America First Party." Mr. Anderson 
points. out that there is no definite showing of exactly how long Smith's organi zat: 
has been a political party and he does not know whether the House and Senate 
reports or statements are to be considered in conjuction or separately. In short 
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although the Department talks primarily of an investigation with reference to 
the statement which should have been filed on January 1, 1945, Congressman 
Anderson mentioned, indirectly at least, these other statements which should 
have been properly filed under the Act, and it is not quite clear whether the 
Bureau is to confine its investigation to the January 1, 19,5, statement or 
is to look into Smith's compliance with reference to all of the statements 
required of him. 


2. It is further observed that under the Act it is necessary that 
the political committee in question have candidates entered in two or more 
states -— this being a prerequisite to the necessity of filing the statement in 
question, To date, our official information shows only that Smith's party 
had candidates entered in the State of Michigan. We have some uncorroborated 
data suggesting that the party's candidates were also entered in Texas but 
it would be pertinent for us to know whether the Department now wants us to 
establish, by evidentiary data, that candidates were actually entered in two or 
more states. Such investigation would, of course, require formal inquiry with the 
Secretary of State for Texas and perhaps with other Secretaries of State. 


3. From the Department's memorandum it is apparent that they want 
us to determine Smith's intent (that is, whether or not it was wilful) in 
connecticn with his having falled to file the Jammary 1 statement. Obviously, 
this could be rvroved in one or the other, or perhaps a combination, of three 
Ways. We could show intent by documentary evidence. In other words, there might 
be something among Smith's books and records which would have a bearing on the 
question. Again, we might show it through testimonial evidence. Smith may 
have remarked to some of his confidants as to the reason he has seen fit not 
to file the statement. Minally, and perhaps the best way, we could show his 
intent by his own statements ~ in other words, interview him. In view of 
Smith's welj=-knit organization, the prospects are that we will not be able to 
get very helpful testimonial evidence and, therefore, it looks like we are going 
to have to rely on documentary evidence as well as Smith's own atatements. You 
are, of murse, well aware of his background and his volatile disposition and T, 
therefore, think it well to discuss with the Department the desirability of 
interviewing him, examining his records, etc., and if he is recalcitrant, their 
desires as to the possibility of subpoenaing his records, 


4, As indicated previously, theXfederal Corrupt Practices Act is 
quite involved and 1s inclusive of many detalled requirements having reference 
to the activities of a candidate for publie office. I think that before going 
into the investigation, we ought to have some understanding with the Department 
as to whether they want us to look into the one thing that they have set forth in 
their memorandum (that is, intent concerning failure to file the Jamary 1 
statement) or whether they desire that in our investigation we be on the outlook 
for one or the other of the mumerous other violations which Gnith may have 
fallen into in cormection with the conduct of his campaign amd in connection with 
the filing of his previous statements with the House and the Senate. These 
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violations are not easily recognized and it would, therefore, be well to have a 
specific list of things that we should be on the outlook for in the event the 
Department wants to make this a general investigation and not confine it to the 
one purpose they have indicated, It is, of course, apparent that the Department 1 
well capable of making its own requests and that we might rely on the memorandum 
as it is written but it is pointed out that we have previously had difficulty in 
the investigation of this case centering around requests from the Department 
which initially have not been fully explanatory and sufficiently detailed. In 
some instances they have asked us to look for certain things and after we have 
completed rather lengthy investigation they have turned around and mentioned other 
ramifications which have necessitated our doing the work over again. The 
investigation of an election inquiry is, of course, not at all suitable to re- 
hashing and, therefore, I think that we ought to have a definite understanding 

of all phases of the matter before the inquiry is commenced. 


5. It is obvious that no matter what the scope of this investigation may 
be, we should first of all secure the pertinent information on the matter which 
is in the files of Congressman Anderson. We know that he has a copy of Smith's 
testimony before the committee, copies of the preliminary statements filed by 
Smith, and as well it would appear that as he has tried to get Smith to file the 
final statement, there must have been considerable correspondence between him and 
Smith. All of this would have considerable bearing on the question of intent, 
particularly any correspondence between the Congressman and subject. 


Although the Department's memorandum does not state that the Congressman 
has furnished them anything other than the letter they attached for our informatior 
it would appear from reading their memorandum that they probably already have a 
good bit of the information (if not all) that Congressman Anderson has. For 
example, they speak of correspondence with the Clerk of the House and, additionally 
they comment on the nature of Smith's testirony before the committee, It mi ght 
be a source of embarrassment should we have our Agents go to the Congressman and 
ask him for all information in the event he has already furnished this data to the 
Department of Justice which, of course, he would associate with the FBI. It would 
appear definitely preferable to determine from the Department exactly what they 
have, to secure such information (as it will be absolutely necessary to an intellig 
investigation) and then go to the Congressman for whatever data he may not have 
already furnished to the Department. Any other procedure might give Mr. Anderson 
the impression of rather obvious duplication of effort. 


RECOMMENDATION: 


If you approve, I shall designate an appropriate representative of the 
Bureau to contact the Criminal Division and take up the matter along the lines 
indicated. in short, our purpose will be that of finding out whether the investi- 
gation is to be limited to the single purpose indicated to date by the Department 
or whether it is to be of a more general nature. In the latter event, we will 
ask the Criminal Division to tell us specifically what they want. We will also 
learn what they have secured from Congressman Anderson and we will get copies of th 
necessary data to a successful handling of the case. 
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In accordance with the suggestion in my memorandum to ou on 
January 13, 1945, with which you agreed, the sjpvestd gat ion of this case. 
was discussed on January 17, 1945, by Supervisor ¥._P : with Sylvester 
P, Keyers in the Civil. Rights Section.af the Criminal Division of the 
Department who is handling the case. ~ 


ee 
sa 7 
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It was pointed out to Mr. Meyers that while the Criminal Division's ~~ 
memorandum of January 6, 1945, which requested an investigation of Smith and the 
America First Party under the Federal Corrupt Practices Act of 1925, only 
requested inquiry relative to Smith's failure to comply with that section of the 
Act requiring the filing of a report on Jamary 1, 1945, we desired to know whet: 
they also wished the Bureau to check on any other "possible violations Smith or t! 
America First. Party may have committed. In response to this question, Mr. Meyer. 
stated that the Criminal Division also desired that the Bureau look into any oth 
violations that had been committed. After being requested to do so, Mr. Meyers 
stated he would prepare a memorandum for the Bureau specifically setting forth t! 
other violations he desired the Bureau to be on the lookout for and the ones he 
desired the Burem to investigate. In connection with the America First Party's 
possible violation of other sections of the Act, it is to be recalled that the A 
requires the filing of several reports by Political Committees and available 
information only indicates two of these reports have actually been filed. Mr. 
Meyers stated in addition that he would suggest in his memorandum that we contac 
Robert T. Murphy, counsel for the Senate Investigating Comittee before which Gm 
appeared and testified, inasmuch as he was of the opinion that Murphy would be - 
possession of considerable evidence which might he of value to the Bureau's 
investigation. 


Mr. Meyers’ attention was direc ted. to the portim of the Act which 


states that candidates must be entered in two or more states before a Political 
Committee is required to file the statements called for by the Act and he was 
advised that we do not officially know that the America First Party entered 
candidates in any state other than Michigan. Mr. Meyers said he believed it wou 
advisable to check with the Secretary of State or other appropriate officials in 
Texas and perhaps a few other states where the America First Party was alleged t 
have had candidates entered in order that we may be absolutely sure that the sec 
of the Act which requires candidates to be _ entered 1p, bro or more states will be 
if com vt 


satis fi fied. ee SED 
i de Sar, ° i rr. 


Concerning the Criminal Division's request. cane ons ete e 
whether the failure to file the required ee of January .1,. 118. maa, lfu 
it was pointed out to Mr. Meyers that sibly be acee peed ga 
or more of three ways, namely, through net of Smith's asst subpo 
his records, or by personally interviewing him. Mr. Meyers s a t aot! regar 
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that he believed Smith should he interviewed put that this in ew should be ¢ 
. eonducted as one of the last. ateps.in the investigation. He gaid he believed th 
\~ ,. best approach would be to contact Smith's associates and he wai oned particular 
SO FEL & TOA ’ 
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Bernard Doman, Smith's former secretary who was stated by Mr. Meyers to have 

indicated when he testified before the Anderson Committee on October 3, 19hh, 
that he would in all probability be willing to furnish information that would 
be of assistance to this investisation. 


Inquiry was made of Mr. Meyers as to whether he had received from 
Congressman Anderson copies of any of the latter's correg ondence or any other 
documentary evidence which Andergon may have secured from Smith, In this 
connection, Mr. Meyers advised that the only thing he had secured from Congressman 
Anderson was his letter of January 3, 1945, in which he requested the Department 
of Justice to investigate the America First Party's failure to file a statement 
on January 1, 1945. In this connection it was Mr. Meyers! suggestion that contact 
be made with the Clerk of the House of Representatives as well as with the attorne) 
for the House Investigating Committee before which Smith appeared for any 
information or documentary material they may have on this matter. 


By way of summary it is stated that a memorandum will be forthcoming 
from the Criminal Division within a few days outlining the investigation desired 
as set forth briefly above. 


RECCIENDATION s 


It is recommended that active investigation be held in abeyance pending 
receipt of the Criminal Division's memorandum which will further clarify exactly 
what investigation is desired. 
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fb Mose Shcaudy oo. 
oe 1-23- 1-17 PM EWT NCH 
IRECTOR URGENT ; 


DARK 
GERALD Le Ke SMITH2 ET AL, 1S-C, (aD 
STATES SUBJECT HAS INDICATED TODAY THAT HE WILL LEAVE FOR 
WASHINGTON, D.C. THIS AFTERNOON AND EXPECTS TO ARRIVE SOMETIME 

(\ ; JANUARY TWENTY-FOURTH, METHOD OF TRAVEL NOT KNOWN. SUBJECT 
EXPECTED TO CONTACT RALPHABAERMAN IN WASHINGTON AND OTHER __-~ 
UNKNOWN INDIVIDUALS, PURPOSE OF TRIP AND LENGTH OF STAY IN/ 
WASHINGTON NOT KNOWN TO INFORMANT, 7 


\ | GUERIN 
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O Ce Memorandum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMEN’ 
7 


Director, FBI DATE: January 31, 1945 






aa To 


benom : SAC, Buffalo 


SUBJECT: GERALD L. «Guru, was; AL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
ram Aura wreer Party; HEREIN §° UNSLASSIFIED 


SECURITY MATTER - SEDITION }ATP Aafer- BY PRLS fe. 


Reference is made to Bureau files numbered 61-7055 and 62-43818, 

There has recently come to the attention of this office literature 
purportedly put out subject, GERALD L. K. SMITH, under date of January 
1945, and Renae Call To The Brave -~ This Is Our Opportume Moment". 


/ 


The same is being furnished to the Detroit Field Division, office 
of origin in instant oase, for inclusion in ite files in the event that office 
is not already in receipt of the desoribed literature. 
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To 3 Director, rN ie Wo a aSStt cD DATE: January 2, 1945 
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SUBJECT: | GERALD L. nm SMITH: CA FIRST PARTY , 
INTERNAL SECURITY; SEDITION AIR MAIL 
(617055; 62=1,3818) 
‘ During the period from Jaouary 8, 1945, to danuary 16, 1945, Laie 


the following information concerning the activities ef Subject SMITH was received 


fro whose identity is known to the Bureau, bw 


SMITH, in outlining hie program of future activities, has stated that 
he is now forming a National Emergency Committee, and that within the near future 
he would have regional conferences in Detroit, St. Louis, and several other large 
cities of the country to complete the formation of euch a committes. He indicated 
that this committee will be something unique and that an unnamed individual was 
coming to Detroit from Washington within a few days to confer with SMITH on this 
matter, Subsequently on January 14, 1945, this unnamed individual, whose identity 
SMITH would not disclose to informant » Visited SMITH in Detroit, supposedly for 
the purpose of discussing thie project. ; J 


SMITH also indicated that Ex-United States Senator nopen? RETNOLDS 
was organizing a new\Nationalist Party and that he was working with REYNOLDS on 
this matter. He indicated that the nationalists had a great many more subterranea 


friands in Washingtan at tha present tise than the heat aeieot a Aawa ana Pra anand 


Vasw pre VEL LSS VIEW be Sixvuy Mayo @5Ve 4uuy Vu 
of setting up the four or five conferences sbove-mentioned will be about $5,000. 00 
according to informant. tober 2 


SMITH claims that certain Jewish organizations Ex Chickgo are promoting 
a "reign of terror” in an effort to prevent him from holding any further meetings 
in Chicago, A newspaper in that city, "TheWewish Sentinel,*® has condemned SMITH 
in a recent editorial, According to SMITH this editorial stated, We intend to 
make it impossible for SMITH and his ilk to meet in Chicago .... We will press 
for national legislation making anti-Semitism of this kind a crime against the 
State, punishable by imprisonment." The editorial is also said to have re- 
quested that Jewish organisations everywhere write or wire Attorney General w 
Biddle, requesting that SMITH be imprisoned for the duration of the war, r-- , 


SMITH claims that GEORCE” SOKOCLS SEY, the nawerc nay eol unnist, tela his 


anew enawre = pe pws wwe th 


that there had been a split between the Jewish organizations in Chicago and those 
in New York, and that the Chicago group was now organized to do violence and had 
brought in some "killers" who would carry out their program, SMITH states that 

a Jewish Action Committee has been organized with Leal, at 33 South — ? 
Dearborn Street, Chicago, Tilinoia. 9 t Stats, Se Sad tee a “ ~ lo 


In a recent contact with fTzanern DILLING, SMITH stated he would 
not be intimidated by any Jewish attenapts to prevent him from meeting in Chicago, 
and that he thought he would come over there about the middle of February. 
y DILLING stated that "this is the time to take their hats right off them," 
” SMITH has had peed several thousand copies of the editorial in "The Jewish ,. 
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Sentinel," above referred to, and is distributing them to his followers with 
appropriate comment. He has sent several hundred copies to Mrs. DILLING, and 
she will send one out with every letter that leaves her office. 


ma 


a Both DILLING and SMITH appear to be worried about the activities of 
HOMER 


MALLS VL VILLAR, and SMOOTH VELLILAS FUG BAGELS’) GLIAL LUS SIWVUMALU Ue 


phecked since he is working for the enemy, either wilf or through stupidity. 
In a recent issue of GEORG DES! weekly periodical, Fact," there was a 
special feature article on TZ, and he is said to have given. a story to the 
"St. Louis Star Times," claiming that he was the liaison man for all the 
nationalists in the country. In this story MAERTZ claims that he was in con- 
tact with SMITH, DILLING, and all other important nationalists and personalities 
in the movement, and arranged contacts with persons of nationalist sympathies 
who did not want their names to be known, MAERTZ claimed that he was booking 


{ arearhae fan SHUTPH and anthaw natianaliat Iaadave CUTPT tr +214 ATITTA that thia 
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was a complete falsehood; that she should advise her followers to this effect; 
and that MAERTZ'S lack of connections with SMITH and other nationalist leaders 
should be spread widely among nationalists, 


DILLING told SMITH she has not seen JOE WcAILLIAMS recently but that 
she heard he was drunk most of the time and has not been doing anything. DENNIS, 
,one of the sedition trial defendagts who was paid $250.00 by ARTHUR GARFIELD 

UTES for a recent article in the Maerican Mercury," making fun of the sedition 
; is said by SMITH to be slippihe away from the nationalist fold. 
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SMITH has been attempting to defend GER OSE, a prominent member 

Ro ke of the America First Party who is in charge of the erans' groupe to be 
ai organized by the Party. OSE has been ander attack by various radio commentators 

and newspaper columnists recently due to his having been court-martialed while 
in the United States Aray last year and required to serve six gonths at hard 
labor. SMITH explains VOSE'S predicament by claiming that a Jewish officer 
"railroaded" VOSE to the guard~house because VOSE was a member of the America 
First Party. As a reault of his Army duty, in the course of which SMITH claims 
he got ulcers on his leg from digging ditches, this combined with his court- 
martial has made VOSE very bitter against the Army, and according to SMITH, 
a good man to organize the veterans, 


SMITH condemns all persons who have attacked him and his followers 
by stating that his attackers built fabrication upon fabrication. ds a sample 
of this he has pointed out that although the FBI and the Prosecuting Attorney 
both clear him of any connection with the Detroit race riots of June, 1943, 
still these people try toplace the blame fer the riots on him and his followers. 
SMITH states that this is typical of the whole program of intelligence and 
propaganda in the United States, which is based upon the complete fabrication, 
and it is this sort of system which was reaponsible for the fact that the 
United States Army did not know Yon Rundstedt had three hundred thousand aen 
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hidden and waiting to start the recent attack on the Western Front. 





has been in close contact recently with and 







obtained from certain figures relative to the loyment situation in 
‘ the Detroit area. These figures were obtained by from the headquarters 
. of the UA‘-CIO. SMITH intends to use them in a campaign against any "Work or 


Fight" Bill or labor draft legislation. 


The recount of America First Party votes in Oakland County, Michigan, 
(the county seat of which is Pontiac, Michigan, home of Doctor LELAND, ION, 
SMITH'S candidate for Governor) has shown that there was a short count in 
two-thirds of the precincts checked of from ten to ninety per cent. SMITH 
believes this is sensational and Doctor MARION has told him it is creating 
n an uproar in Pontiac. SMITH has given the facts to Representative CLARE _ 
“XHOFFMAR and has printed a circular, setting out his version of the facts on 
this recount and sent acopy of the circular to every member of Congress. 
However, SMITH has also indicated that he is not too anrious at present to 
emphasize local political issues in this regard since he wants to keep the 
nationalist cause on an idealistic plane and national in scope. He feels 
“, that the nationalist cause is not ready for popular expansion at present and 
that all he can do now is to "stake out the claims and keep the banners waving." 


oe 


™~ In addition to sending all members of Congress a copy of the state- 
. ment on the recount, SMITH is also circularizing them with various other pieces 
~ of literature, including a circular on the thregtened communizing of Europe, 
< and marked copies of his monthly magazine, "Th&@ifross and Plag." He is actively 
engaged in distributing a great deal of neyRetopus at present, including the 


( ‘ 


above items, the Tyler Kent Story and "The\Qctopus," a book written by ELIZABETH 
DILLING under a pseudonym. The latter book is evidently being well-received 
since he has re-ordered additional copies from DILLING on several occasions. 


He is also preparing for distribution a copy of the Atlantic Charter 
which had been published by the Office of War Information and had on it the 
Signatures of President Roosevelt and Prime Minister Churchill. He intends to 
emphasize in distributing this pamphlet the fact that Roosevelt has subsequently 
admitted that the Atlantic Charter was never signed. Informant believes that 
SMITH has not yet started to distribute this item. He is also preparing a new 
letterhead which will include the names of numerous individuals who are among 
his followers, The greater portion of SMITH'S printing is being done by the 
Embassy Press at 2036 ifest Forest Street, Detroit, Michigan. 






» is now working in SMITH'S bh 
office and recen re) ivil Rights Federation in Detroit 
as an undercover agent for SMITH. She was able to get information which he 





x. -3- | 


Letter to Director, FEI Re: GERALD L. K, SMITH; AMERICA 
January 22, 1945 FIRST PARTY 
INTERNAL SECURITY; SEDITION 


considered iin il and he has indicated he will ree i iii ed 
in the 
e recently sen TH a speech which has been 


delivered or will be delivered by him and which apparently deals with conditions 
at the camp. SMITH considers it of sufficient importance to print in an early 
issue of his magazine, 


SMITH has continued to receive donations from his followers. On 
January 13, 1945, the total received was $3%9.00; on January 16, 1945, $77.00; 
on January 17, 1945, $55.80; and on January 1945, $69.00, SMITH, according 
to informant, receives theGhicago Sun" andWWihicago Tribune" daily and 
also the New York newspaper S{PM" and he is particularly interested in the latter 
paper's attack upon Senator WHEELER and has stated he will follow this very 
Closely. 






He has been in contact with numerous persons by mail during the 
past few weeks, including Representative CLARE HOFFMAN, HARRY-RQIER, Mrs, | 
HENRY-RECKER, UPTONACLOSE, WALLACE*SAMBER, CARD MOTE, and RALPH : 
BAERMAN came to Detroit on January 18, 1945, to discuss some matters wit 
SMITH, although informant was not able to learn what they discussed. BAERMAN 
left Detroit on the evening of January 18, 1945, f 

SMITH states he 


s recently heard tron TD 
although not identifying , and has indicated he will fig 8 enemies 


by "sicking the big ones on each other," 
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“LANFORMATSN CONTA’ "D 
HERE: 1S UNCLASSIFIED =’ 
My Dear retell sofprffr \ se.rez7/an~ 


You who have suffered the loss ef a son 
or a husband so dear to you find ‘alllions extending their deepest 
of sympathy. Ye are with you night and day, and im someon with the 
great mass of true CHHISTIANS we pray and labor for PKAGE in «@ world 
filled With fear for the future. 

Today, I say again we are all filled with FRFAR, in feet weare filled 
with near terror. Curse the Germans as we are apt tc we sust NOT forget- 
we have invaded their lané and if we have suffered the loss ef a son 
or husband we often wonder , sould all this hate and fear been avoided 
had our dear ones not been FORCED TO FIGHT , if there had net been such 
aq teriffic barrage of alien propagsenda which filled eur press, radio 
movies and our legisiative balls. In fact we know we have been again 
betrayed. We have been guided not by our past experiences but have 
been forced to accept aseomplished facts aecone shel at the expense 
of our gen. Britain has been the foremost offender in this drive to | 
hurl us into the wer. That is stark, but bitter truth. They wanted — 
aid to maintain the status quo of her colonial posseasions(of whioh 
we seem to be one) and the millions ané the billions gained by the 
sale of gold to our treasury st $35 per ounce will som day be shown 
to be the cross ef gold upon which our men have been HUNG. Upon this 
British Cross I say, we have been orucified. Tne Fleeing gold of the 
JEYS from Berlin, Tokio, Budapest and all ef Europe has also been one 
@lement that must NEVER be forgotten. With this gold ané our stock 
market the Jewd bought eontrel of all agencies ef prepagenda to enable 
them to control the far greater mass of Gentiles anf to hurl then 
nes the Germans in order to crush them beneath a hail of stone 
and steel. 

Today we know the truth. We know that this nation has been SOLD over 
to the Jewe, the Red Communis$s and we know that most Jews are Communist: 
Ts this what AMERICA {is placed here upon this earth for? Are we the 
huaan saorifice simply becaumes of our vast resources, our gold , our 
highly intelleigent men. DID YOU KWow THAT IF WE HAD MO RESOURCES AS 
Argentina, Spain and Portugal then they would sare little fer us. It 
is our man and soney power which made our nation the stasping ground 
of those who wanted an international policeman, a policeman who would 
make safe the world for the internatioanAl JEW, the Britisher ané 
what heve you! All they want, I say, is our resources. Had we been as 
poor es Chine then they would have none of us. 

Today we see the war reaching the erucial stage. We see the keds with 
their bloody records showing thelr hands in Greece, in France, in China 
end in Italy. These Jews who eontrol Russia are aiming at the downfall) 
of ALL Christendom. (read Mrs Dillings "Red Network",“The Octopus” 
Roosevelts Red Reoord” send $1.00 for a eopy address Patriotic Research 
Bureau, 8 South Dearbora(Dearborn) St. Ghicago Tl) and learn the truth) 

Without reading this book you may read the press and the war news and 
see the salient features stand out. Do you doubt it? Why do they hate 
argentine, Spain. Portugal. Ireland? Beoause the Redd cannot eontrol 
these nations. My friend, yeu have suffered a greet loss. But you 
must now take a stand with America and become a ehangion fer all things 
Gentile, Christian anét A¢f¥f Anti-Commnistic. Become a Yorker for the 
sake of your dear ones. We are FEV. Never has so mich depended upon so 
few. The Chkllienge is yours, to do er not to do. Write for the issue 
“The Oross and the Flag(americe First.Gerald L. Smith, PO Bex 489 Detroit 


Si. Mich. Be a laborer in the Field. I thank you. 


£ 
.* 
4 


cCser 
62-43518 


February 15, 1945 








_ ALLINFGTM*TION CONTAINED 
1 WERE URS ASSIFIED 
TT DATE of BYse-6re 


This will acknowledge your letter of February 1, 1945, with 
encl csure, 


Let me assure yo: trat T have carefully reviewed the data 
set forth in your communicaticr and its enclosure ani your kindness in 
calling these matters to my attenticn is most 6s oreciated. 


el Should you obtain any additional infcrmation whicn you feel 
is of interest tc tnis Bureau, please feel free tu communicate with tue 
Snedgici -zent in Cnerge of our Newark Fiel¢ Uivision whict. is located at 
1£36 Raymon t-—Comnerce, Newark 2, New Jersey. 


Sincerely yours, 
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pea table: 


EPP suid 
- Agsieatant Attamney Oensral Tom C. Clark February 2, 1945 
a John Edgar Hoover ~ Director, Federal Buresu of Invosti gation 


GERALD Le x Corr, THE AME RTCA FIRST PARTY; 
INT: RMAL SECURITY; SEDITION, 


For your further information in the captioned ter, there ore 


enclosed herewith photostatic copies of a flier entitl Gerald L. K. Sgith. 


aang Riots." 


flier appears to have been issued by J. KyfFLehbein of "The 
Sentinel," co "Anglo-—Jew! ah weekly paper. 
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against the Jews, the war effort and the United 
Nations. This act of forcing entrance was clear- 
ly a violation of civil authority. Yet nothing 


was done. 

Soon afterwards this was followed by the 
convention of his so-called “America First’ 
party, resembling the Nuremberg Congresses 
im avaryw wurmty During thaean diernecinne «a 
ala Vvyws ly veusye tS a! Mswae wre eee 2 ts hs Pt oe Pee) 


proposal was made to “emasculate all Amer- 
ican Jews.” 

The excuse given by the police for failing to 
act upon our demand has been that even 
American fascists have the right to freedom of 
speech, press, and assermbly. The argument 
advanced is that denying Smith these privi- 
leges would set a dangerous precedent. 

This ridiculous excuse can no longer be 
valid! Smith has shown his hand! We now have 
in our possession a confidential letter mailed 
by Smith to a handful of his followers in the 
Chicago area. This letter is nothing more or 
less than an open incitement to force and 
violence. 

Having studied “Mein Kampf" weil, he 
begins in perfect Hitler style by blaming the 
other fellow for his own crimes. Hitler's excuse 
for invading Czechoslovakia was that the 
Sudeten Germans—not the Czechs—were 
being persecuted.. Similarly Smith begins by 
declaring: “ ... You perhaps know that a reign 
of terror has been organized by certain citizens 
of Chicago, mostly Jews. The Chicago Sentinel, 
which advertises itself as the largest American 
language Jewish periodical in America, has 
assumed the attitude that the Nationalists 
must not be permitted to hold meetings in 
Chicago. Mr. Fishbein, who runs this magazine 
has been appealing to the worst elements 
among his subscribers .. . “ 

Whining like a cornered rat, this “'Little 
Hitler’ proceeds to cry: “. . . The last time I 
spoke in Chicago, certain Jews, inspired by 
The Sentinel and other like-minded Jewish 
groups, did everything they could to break up 
my meeting. They intimidated the manage- 
ment of the building. They gathered in lurge 
numbers on the street, so much so that it was 
necessary to call out a special squad of police 
to guarantee the saiety of Mrs. Smith and 
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resort to Nazi beer-hall tactics. “’ ... Let me 
assure you,” he writes, “that I am going to 
speak in Chicago soon, or be killed in the 
attempt... 

Mimicking “his Fuehrer,” and in fear of his 
own cohorts, he cries: "... May I say that if 
you attempt to play any tricks upon me by 
pretending to help me, you will caught at it 
because everyone who is called on to do a 
special confidential duty. will be thoroughly 
investigated in advance...” 

What help is needed? (F.BI. please take 
notice). “ ... In advance of the meeting I will 
need a committee of 100 men and women who 
are not afraid of anything and who would meet 
with me in order to plan the details of the 
coming rally. Are you willing to be one of 
these individuals with the understanding that 
you are not afraid of work or excitement, and 
cannot be intimidated . . . This committee will 
be called on to do many different things‘ : . . 

We submit that the issue involved here is 
not one of freedom of speech. It is an open 
call for insurrection. It is a threat to the peace 
and order of our community. It is a clumsy 
attempt to organize an American Storm Troop 
brigade. Thus Der Fuehrer Smith hopes to. 
carry out his fascist designs despite the ex- 
pressed desire of Chicago citizenry who will 
have no truck with his Nazi inspired ideology. 

The record je Detroit and every other area 
where Smith has been spreading his doctrines 
of hate, shows clearly that race riots and 
public disorders invariably follow. It is not 
freedom of speecn that he is interested in. Like 
his Nazi henchmen everywhere, he is misusing 
the privileges and guarantees of American 
democracy to try to destroy us from within. 
The time is long past when we should permit 
this stale Hitler trick to work. Millions of 
American beys—including more than a half 
million American Jews—are at this moment 
fighting and dying to preserve our constitu- 
tion and Bill of Rights. Smith’s shoddy insinua- 


to this un American enemy of decency. 

We intend to make it impossible for Smith 
or any of his ilk to meet in a public meeting 
place anywhere in Chicago. Let them spew 
their Nazi filth in sewers, in dungeons, in un- 
derground basements—not where decent peo- 
ple gather. We intend to press for adequate 
national legislation which will make organized 
anti-Semitism of this kind a crime against the 
State, punishable by imprisonment. We intend 
to militantly battle against the talse concep- 
tion advanced by some well-meaning people 
that the Constitution was ever intended to 
protect fascist traitors and enemies. of this 
Republic. We intend to drive Gerald L. K. Smith 
and all his “hatelers” out of our city into a 
common jail where they properly belong. 

In this task we shall have the support of 
the whole American people. More and more 
they recognize that our fight is their fight. We 
call upon the great patriotic labor movement 
of Chicago to mobilize their organized work- 
ers to prevent a recurrence of the disastrous 
Detroit and Philadelphia riots. The Negro 
people, too, are directly concerned. We ask 
their support. We urge the American Legion, 
Church Federations and civic groups of every 
kind to reinforce our demands. We solicit ex- 
pressions of support from Mayor Kelly and the 
City Council, reiterating their determination to 
use all police facilities to keep our city free 
from the storm troop tactics that Smith pro- 
poses to unleash. 

We strongly urge that every individual and 
organization write or wire Attorney General 
Biddle, demanding that Gerald L. K. Smith be 
apprehended, at once, indicted for plotting 
incitements to riot, and put safely away for 
the duration. . 

Every minute counts. Let us not be too late 
with too little. The urgency is most pressing. 
For the sake of our loved ones, our community 


and our country—demand action today! 
* (Italic type and emphasis ours). 
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Gerald L. K. Smith Plots Chicago Riots 


Justice Department Going To Act? 


When Is The 


The SENTINEL for some 
time has been warning 
against the traitorous ac- 
tivities of America’s num- 
ber one pro-Nazi. It has 
demanded that he be put 
in jail where he properly 
belongs. 

We raised this demand 
last July following the Re- 
publican National conven- 
tion ond the disgraceful Stevens Hotel episode. 
It will be remembered that after having been 
ostensibly barred from holding his scheduled 
meeting, Smith, in typical style, stormed into 
the Grand Ballroom, and proceeded to tirade 
against the Jews, the war effort and the United 
Nations. This act of forcing entrance was clear- 
ly a violation of civil authority. Yet nothing 
was done. 

Soon afterwards this was followed by the 
convention of his so-called “America First” 
party, resembling the Nuremberg Congresses 
in every way. During these discussions, a 
proposal was made to “emasculate ail Amer- 
ican Jews.” 

The excuse given by the police for failing to 
act upon our demand has been that even 
American fascists have the right to freedom of 
speech, press, and assembly. The argument 
advanced is that denying Smith these privi- 
leges would set a dangerous precedent. 

This ridiculous excuse can no longer be 
valid! Smith has shown his hand! We now have 
in our possession a confidential letter mailed 
by Smith to a handful of his followers in the 





By J. I. FISHBEIN 


myselt when we returned to our hotel... . 

* ... Spokesmen for our cause have talked 
cirectly with Mr. Fishbein and have been noti- 
iied that they were going to do everything in 
their power to prevent any hotel or any build- 
ing management from renting an auditorium 
cr hall to us. These foolish Jews . . . have 
resolved that I shall never be allowed to speak 
in Chicago again...” 

‘Fully realizing that the patriotic hotel and 
public building managers of Chicago are 
determined to prevent his racial and religious 
poison from infecting the free air of our great 
city, Smith bluntly declares that he intends to 
resort to Nazi beer-hall tactics. “ .. . Let me 
assure you,” he writes, “that | am going to 
speak in Chicago soon, or be killed in the 
attempt... 

Mimicking “his Fuehrer,” and in fear of his 
own cohorts, he cries: “ ... May I say that if 
you attempt to play any tricks upon me by 
pretending to help me, you will caught at it 
because everyone who is called on to do a 
special confidential duty, will be thoroughly 
investigated in advance... ” 

What help is needed? (F.B.I. please take 
notice)... .In advance of the meeting I will 
need a committee of 100 men and women who 
are not afraid of anything and who would meet 
with me in order to plan the details of the 
coming rally. Are you willing to be one of 


’ 


tion that he has anything remotely in common 
with their self sacrificing patriotism is a 
flagrant betrayal of their trust. He is doing 
Hitler's work! He has as much interest in 
freedom of speech, press and assembly as 


‘Hitler, ‘ 


We publicly warn the Department of Justice 
and the local authorities against a repetition 
of the kind of disorders that have occurred in 
Detroit, Philadelphia and elsewhere. The De- 
partment of Justice must be roused into action. 
We intend to continue our announced policy 
of bringing before the bar of public opinion 
any public building which gives aid or comfort 
to this un-American enemy of decency. 

We intend to make it impossible for Smith 
or any of his ilk to meet in a public meeting 
place anywhere in Chicago. Let them spew 
their Nazi filth in sewers, in dungeons, in un- 
derground basements—not where decent peo- 
ple gather. We intend to press for adequate 
national legislation which will make organized 
anti-Semitism of this kind a crime against the 
State, punishable by imprisonment. We intend 
to militantly battle against the talse concep- 
tion advanced by some well-meaning people 
that the Constitution was ever intended to 
protect fascist traitors and enemies. of this 
Republic. We intend to drive Gerald L. K. Smith 
and all his “hatelers’” out of our city into a 
common jail where they properly belong, 


*. Previous relevant records 
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GERALD L. Sw1TH PLANS TC 3E IN ACAPULCO, MEXICO IN JANUARY, 1945 
In a short personal letter writer states: 


Yr, Smith wants :o revise his dates, He intends to be in Acapulco (more 





fad—- pecifically LOS FAMINGOS) from January 1C January 27 and he asked me to 
f=tis? write to you regarding this. Als thinks he will be abie to ge’. 
away to Acapuico only for about 3 ; ut the middle of January. I%21 


repeat the names: Mr. Gerald L, Smith (Ex: see note)(who will go there wit!. 
hic wife) an {who will not take his wife this time). 





"I hear that the president of this company (Ex: Gelatin Froducts Co.) is als: 
very anxious to go to Acapulco. He will go as soon as he can get away. He 


EPs | Lr 
SAC, Detroit February 2, i) ae 


Jot Edgar Hoover ~ Director, Federal Burean of Investigation ~ 


i 4 
| GERALD L. x“orm, THE AMERICA FIRST FARTIg. att -X 
4 INTERNAL SECURTTY; SEDITION, Wridsh-tdd . me = 






\ 


/ Enclosed for your information are photce tie copies of postal censorship 
subi sgion slip # 8A 213755. > 7 









From an examination of this submission you will note that 
Hotel ‘Los Flasingos', 


a: canmun cating with 
ag ray Guerrero, teacioo,” on Ho 2 that subject Seith intende 
be in 


Acapulco, Vexiloo, from January 10 to January 27, 19k5. It is, of course, 
knam to your office that Suith is in Washington, De Ce, at the present tine as you 
advised the Burean by teletype dated Jmuary 23, 1915. bJee 


| The above suteisd on slip is merely being furnished for your information 
anc so that you may be apprised of the fact that there is some possibility of 
Suth going to Vexloo. In the event you receive any information in thie regar’, th 
: Bure au wo be appropriately advised. 


seas * 
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Foe SAC, Wastrington Jemary 7%, 19L5 
4 John Fagar Hoover ~ Di rector, Federal Burean of Snvesticatian 


04 a hee of wee Hj 
radio: sica'riasr ort All INFORMATION CONTAINED 

| snr HEREIN (© UNCLASSIFIED 
[ DATE _pofdee BY tetanic 


Reference ia made to our previous corres ondence 
relative to the above-captioned sudject. 


The Detroit Office has adv! eed that Saith 
irct! cated he would leave Detroit at §:20 P. Mee Jeraary 3B, 
2945, via the Tennsylvania Railroad and would arrive ‘n 
Washington, De Co, at 8:30 Ae Me, wereapid 2, 1915. The 
Bureau was further inforned that Sni to contsct 
and 


Wasttington at b 
F of Raltinore. It was not knowm whether |7 7 
the latter indi vicual would be effeoted in 
Baltinore or Rasiinton, The purpose of Smith's trip 
Re ee era an Pee Roem to: the: Dermott 
CO.6 


The above data ‘s being furm! shed for your 
infor-stian and {t ia not destred that you investirate 
Smith's activities while he {s ‘n Hasiington. Harever, 
sho: ld you reos! ve any informition ae to his contacts 
anc activities while in Washington, the Burem @ho::1¢ 
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_BIRECTOR AND SAC, CHICAGO URGENT a 
KEPT, | b1D 
GERALD Le Ke SMITH, IS, SEDITION, | y ADVISED 


POR ak anit ar rE Ty RAN IS 8 


TODAY THAT SUBJECT SMITH WILL LEAVE DETROIT FOR CHICAGO AT FIVE PM, 
FEBRUARY EIGHTH, PROBABLY ON WABASH TRAIN "RED ARROW", PURPOSE OF 
TRIP, DURATION OF STAY, AND IDENTITY OF CONTACTS IN CHICAGO UNKNOWN To 
INFORMANT, CHICAGO FIELD DIVISION SHOULD NOTE ABOVE DATA IS FOR INFOR- 
MATION ONLY AND IT IS NOT DESIRED SUBJECT BE SURVEILLED OR OTHERWISE 
INVESTIGATEDW WHILE Ib GUSONNEX CHICAGO BUT IF ANY INFORMATION IS 
RECEIVED CONCERNING HIS CONTACTS AND ACTIVITIES WHILE THERE BUREAU 
AND DETROIT FIELD DIVISION SQSMBSMX SHOULD BE ADVISED, ae 


mI CA WSEPYMES 0 
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, WATT ONAL EERGENCY “cower. 
y RRORTETZATTON OF HATIONALISTS FOX THE PRESERVATION OF AUERICAN 
SOVERETORTY 
POST OFFICE BOX 697 DETROIT, 31, MICHIGAN 
ADVISORY: 
hrs. David Stanley, Ohio Dear Fellow America; 
-Le L#arion, kiichigan 
Chas “Wadden, Pennsylvania You have been recorded as a supporter of the 
Huber hindler, Ohio National Emergency Committee. This is based 
; Mrs. Flo"Scriver, Minnesota on your response to my January letter which 
Harvey X-"Springer, Colorada carries in it an outline of challenging 
Charles J# Anderson, Jr. Illinois undertakings. 
irs. Mary E®Kenny, Nebraska _ 
irs. E. hP"Smith, Michican” I have just finished conferring with an 
Oricm Hapner, Indiana i important individual in Washington, D. C. wiio 
iiss Enna"Waclsr, Towa is cooperating with me in outlining our 
Harry itomer, Ohio program for educating members of Congress and 
kirs. Karie™Lohle, Penisylvania the United States Senate concerning the real 
Josepit Stoffel, New York issues of the hour. 
i’ Carl H.*®ote, Indisna 
f : os O#Sanderson, Minnesota ‘ Your finaneial support makes this venture 
7 xrs. Catherine Vs"Erown, Pennsylvania possible. tt is a heavy and expensive under- 
Ralphewaerman, Washington, D.C. taking, but with Bedse help, and your help, 
Mrs, Lilliaf™Parks, Pennsylvania We can save America from the conspiring enemie: 
Georgs™uebhardt , Missouri — of our traditional way of life. 
irS | Helen fi Tesson, Missouri 
T. ES Euston, Wisconsin We should all be thankful for the couraseous 
irs, SlizabetimDilling, Illinois stand taken by United States Senator Burton K, 
Donald JeiicDaniel, Illinois Wheeler. 
he DLecant, Kichisan o 
George T>“Foster, Illinois - You will be hearing from me continually con- 
irs. Me"Enrel, Pennsylvania ~~ cerning the progress of our crusade. I welco: 
Mrs. Sue™Sraun, Ohio personal letters. 


Leo .%Stammen, Ohio 


TannardVacsar VWinnesota 





veonard Vassar » minnesota The enemy is well financed and is carryin:; on 
William C.«tichardson, Michigan a ruthless campaign in Washington. These 
Miss Opal | NeTanner, Indiana Internationalists are determined that we shall 
Mrs. Dora” PEP s Illinois ve taken into a Super State, with authority to 
Gerald L. K.-~Smith, Michigan keep our loved ones on the battlefields 
Georpe Walters » Mmdiama indefinitely after this war. God save us fron 
biiss Lora™Allen, Illinois those who plot against the independent destiny 
= Georget¥ose, Michican of America. 
, + irs. NellePike, Iowa 
Wallace J&@Gamber, Michigan IMPORTANT NOTICE: Conferences, Institutes and 
as Charles JeWilliams; Iowa Regional Se 3 are being planned. at the 
Almond G¢Blanchard, Michigan proper time you Swill receive invitations and 
Kennet off, Colorada credential forms necessary for attending theses 
WallaceeRiddle, Maryland historic and important gatherings. Be on the 
ies eee poe lookout for this vital information. 
Mrs. Lilili iss, Minnesota RLOUE eee ie 
Urs. ‘RufugtHolan, Oregon 2 ~: toms / 
s, Christin ouisi . 
nee i : ttl INFOR Taser MATICN DONTAINED a” 
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Sincerely yours for America First 
Gerald L. &. Smith 


Ge be. Neoseek i 
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Demandins a Clear Definition of War Aims* Demandine a Clear Definition of 
Peave Aims * No Yuper State * No International Police Force * Curd 
Power Politics * Strictly American * Non-Partisan* 
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THEXCONSTITUTIONALISTS! 


Dear Friends 

You and your friends are hereby cordially invited to 
attend a Homecoming Party for Gar land¥xiderman, Parke?4{Sage 
and William RP Lyman, Jre, to be held Saturday evening; 
January 27, 1945 - 8 P.M. 

PLACE: 9950 MACK AVE. 
(Core Cadillac & Mack Aves) 
Detroit, Mich- 

The Committee promises you and "the boys” an evening you 
will long remember. Music, cards, bunco, and refreshments 
are in store for overyone. Prizes of all types have been 
donated by Detroit merchants for the occasion. 

So that the Committee can make arrangements to accommodate 
you, please contact the writer at once and make your table 


reservationse 


GRIEF - 50¢ 
ALL INFORMATION CONT! 
HEREWH 26 13ya2 je 7 INED 


bh-4#BEIF - GY 


EACLe 


Mrs or Mrs. 





Phone 
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4-750 (2-7-79) 
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Document(s) omginating with the following government agency(ies) __.-s 
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Me dum * UNITED. |= | .OVERNMENT 
Director, FHI DATE: January 10, 1945 
SAC, Detroit | 

GERALD L. K” SMITH 


THE AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
PEDERAL CORRUPT PRACTICES ACT 


_ With respect to your letter of January 30, 1945, requesting 
that a check be made with the Secretary of State or other appropriate 
official inthe state of Michigan to definitely establish that SMITH 
was the official candidate of the AMERICA FIRST PARTY in thie state, 
please be advised that there is on file with the Secretary of State 
at Lansing, Michigan, the certification of candidates filed by the 
AMERICA FIRST PARTY, dated August 2, 1944, and filed with the Secretary 
of State August 3, 1944. This certification of candidates includes 
GERALD L. K. SMITH as nominee for president. 


It certifies that each candidate has been notified and is 
agreeable to such nomination. The certification is allegedly signed 
by KENNETH CCSWEBER, Chairman, and RENATAKLEGANT, Secretary. The 
certification was notarized by JAMES F. TING, Notary Public, Wayne 
County, on the above date. 


. or 
eee! Compiling Division, Secretary of b 
State's Office, advises that G. T. HARTMAN, Deputy Secretary of State, b? 
Lansing, Michigan, is the proper person to subpoena in this respect. 
No further investigation of SMITH'S alleged violation of 


the FEDERAL CORRUPT PRACTICES ACT is being made in the Detroit Field 
Division pending receipt of further advice from you. 
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FEDERA). BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ; : 


U. 8. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE , 
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 


ALL INFORMPTION CONTAINED 
WERER 1° UNCLASSIIED 
DATE. sofafe= _BYse-sehc- 


lpi 2-8-45 7-00 PM EWT CEC 
IRECTOR URGENT. . | 


KEPT. GERALD L. x. SMITH, waS., CAMERI A FIRST PARTY, FEDERAL CORRUP 





PRACTICES ACT. RE UR LETTER JANUARY THIRTY NINETEEN FORTY FIVE RE- 
QUESTING DETROIT FIELD DIVISION INTERVIEW BERNARDADOMAN. DOMAN NOW 
BELIEVED TO BE RESIDING ON RANCH NEAR SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS AND MALL 
ADDRESS BELIEVED TO BE GENERAL DELIVERY, EDCOUCH, TEXAS. i. 
GUERIN RECOR 


af 24300 & a? 


PEAS a righ 3 7 
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Ogee nag 4 etl Lt — 
pps. 
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ACK AND HOLD PLS 
7-00 PM OX FBI WA HM 
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February 15, 19h5 


Ls 
Burees: ef Investigation a 


GERALD L, K. SMITH; THE AMFAIOA FIRST “ARTY, 
FLUERAL CORRUPT TRACTIC:/S AO? OF 1995. 


Reference is nade to your teletype dated 8 1945, in whieh you referr< 
to Bureau letter dated J 3O, 1945, art atvieed that Be. Doran was believed to t 
residing on a ranch near San Antonia, Texas, evi that his eall address was bel! eved to be 
"General Delivery, Edeouch, Texas.” 


Inasemoh aw the Barem's letter of Jarmmary 30, 1915, advised that Doran showid 
not be {nterviewod until after the invest!g ation requested of the Washington Meld Offic 
has been conducted, no fiutther action should be taken at the present time towards locati 
tocar, ‘Shen a report 10 euledtted by the Nashingten Field Office, which should now 

des! gnate a copy for the San Antonio Office, efforts should be mada by the San Antonio 
Fliel¢e Division to lecate and interview Danan. 


ec ~ Rashingtan 
San Antonie 
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OwLIH'S anerice First Perty received less then 
one per cent oi the tot-1l vote cust in wichi.cn 
in the recent clection, unc consequentl> nace 
dost its pluce on the cicte bellot. hecount 

of votes in Uklenc County, siichiz.n, hovever, 
is réportcs, to show soa irrcrulcritiscs onc 
tat Soue of the atric. brirst ruriy votcs were 
not countec. wild as heid no oublic meetin.s 
since Dtceicer 255 1geh, 26 78165 VAN wuts of 
incisn: polis wis princiv.l spe.ner ct 2 uestiag 
hele ct tue Book Cucilice hotel, Uetroit. oudih 
Mle £6 0h  Neetine A ths cite Putas aa 
Gaiceso were ae Cluias thet . Jconisn-inesiredc 
"pel saol besros” da nov Under an SA eflort 
ZO prevent oS IPOM Se. eins Ui ti.t citc. née 
is Letivels o tG cl presont in cistributing 
litersture ond is «& Uo. Be colle coe cine vith 
sorier Unitec sttee § Oke. VO! WODiwiy Lue 

in tie foration oi < ntir nution:list perth, 






fe iS “Sta vee UN. neti eae ter Te noe inc 
position to cccomolis.: its QTeivese vicvory. 


tallht> pins for sutare cetvivitics inclucée 2 
comiercnec of les cing nution: lists to perfect 
thre Pommction of in iznerseney Comaittce; persone 
Ciuiis upon ene circul.rizin: oy Congressacn; tae 
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nodding of nationaliet’ wocting 8 throughout ‘€ 

United states; end the inepiring" af radio’ 
publicity. -Program calls for opposition +o. 
the Dumbarton Oake Ayreement, an international ~~ 
police force, &nd the amas Eektlaheincylred © 2 
super stite, | , oe | a a - 
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REVERENCE: (é1- . 62943818) geek of pen Kueett _ 
» dated Deceaber % 19 hisy at “bre 
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DETAILS: at Detroit, dichigan — 


Sulfh'S anerica Firet Party received a negligible 

number of wotes in the Michi-en elections for State 

ena Federal offices, held in Noveuber, 1944. Of a 
total of 875, tes cast in hayne Coumty for the office at Governor, 
Doctor Labenl€ulddOs, tue america First Perty cancicete, received 717. Tne 
various other cencidates for State office on the auverice First Party ticket 
received a similarly neclicible number of votes, aecorcin., to the ofiici 
Canvass mude public in Deceuber, 1914. The verious candidates of the Pa 
for Steve Senate received fram 66 to 120 votes eacn in their respective -  ¢ 
caistricts, although the total vote cast in those Grehieces for such offices 
ranzed from 73,000 te 194,000. 


SsITh received 691 ‘vatues out of 4 total of 495,093 
cast for President of the Unitec States in Wayne Count), aichican. Pris .as 
the lowest total received oy any cancidute except thet of the Prohibition P 
wio polled 650 wotes. Parties keving candidates on the ballot in addition 
to tne Democratic and Republicun Parties were the Prohibition, Socialist, 
Socialist Labor, end America First Party. All oi tise parties were reported 
to nave lost treir place on tae Hichigam ballot when the final report of the 
State Board of Canvassers was made curing the latier part of Lecenber, 19h. 
In the entire state of dichtgen, SalTH received a totch of 1530 wotes for *- 
the office of President out of a total of more thin two million votes cast, 
Since the , wriy'a vote representec less thum one per cent of the total vote | 
cast, the Michigan law saa that tre perty La peace lees the ballot, in 
future elections. 2 y* 








ee 


sna, however, eee ties 
instituted « recount of the ballots in Oakland County, rai pea ‘the som 
sect of Qexland County is = a the home of lector 












’ 
7 
* * . > ee 
t 3 
- 7 
foes ° 


Le 62-1126 


After « prelicinuiy check wos wade on the recount, S.ITn stitec, accorcing to 
yhose Losntit; se vnoin to tne bureeu, tnét tne 
Haerlee Pirsu Party hoc been "short-counted." The prelininery investiveution 
inviccted trict in tro-thirds of the preciacts in that county tne Purty hac 
been short-countec from ten to ninety per cent, ana in severel os tne precincts 
Only . sucll nercentuce of the zwericz First Party votes were countec. Tne 
coarleted recount revealed that in 1°4 precincts, comgrising te count, 
t.cuty-iive per cent of tne america sirst Perty b llots were not counted. 
Doctor wnifQi cluinms tict tais situ:tion hes p 
an Uwsid.2 in Gekl.nc County, una Suitr. hcos prepared i Sictement, setting 
fort!, tiese facts cad hic conclusions bused. uvon them. jig ais Cirect 
coctes of [2c stuteient to the secrevery of ctute, the aLLome> Goaierel 
Gp Vie Liece, cit Various etuer HuLlLIcG or.2cic ls, Cleuins tact tise As 


ii 


& SLDUCEIGA Peoreltentin:: CorripLion. at ibs rorst une aeiineins & trorough 
invesoi-.ition. Ee ms cleo sént copies of tae St. tewent to ever; mender 
ae 


- 


bhe Unitec Stsies Coniress. 


iii US: Lie Voce count in 
sed ae Sountys 1eé “1s Lact wie foes not vont," 
bo ples Loe eth: @ipuce1S Om. tect k Bites vide ae Tie. Dresent. Tice pg. Fi 185 
bo een ice On Ne tponel ts..e2 ane on midin; the Purty « action’ 1 rores 





an 





Fo GOp OL brie: See 2ciG 2 POVeEHresorres. VO Lu CSAS fen. bo tae Lurse « 
CNclssvre V1) tals Pesorey. anc oe 26. Dean rele ane. 2. gie t118s oO ALG 


Ee 
Detroit Field Ofrice. 


SulTr nas Rela no puylic meetinvs cineée the meeting 
sponsored br tne mnerics rirst Purty, mela wt the book Lacilice Hotel, Levroit, 
We rege ~ne evening of Decenter 22, 1946. 2 inet ncerin., 
s9se isuntit; ié anoin to the Bureiu, the 
princinel speaker tas CAk DOTS or Tnci. nasolis, << Aon tice fraicad- anc 
cesuciete Of Gillies a too OF Te: anvitetion to tals meeLine 2e bein: sent 
to ti: byrecu- ce ur Unelosare 21oh 4S Pecert, 2nd i Ceo 15 being retc ined 

t tie filer ‘or the Detroit ritlu Civice. 


ROOM 











5 oot 








The invitstion stctes tact w0OTh is "en exinent writcr, 
stitesncr, businessmn, cic Nitionulist Leder." sulln presived wo tiis 
Micving, which woe uttended by cbout 500 pecpls. SilTn in Nis introcuctory 
replies st..ted tant 6 1:5 <oins to opvose in tac United ov.tes Sen. te; ing 
eeu: GO en ace: bic deg whereby the Senate coule cpprove i treuty by ce 
siaple im.jority vote. ile wes strons in his or. ise of wJ0Th won me introcuceca 
oe 4. Outstencins nition: list. MUTE in his remixs etuted tuct our hussisn 
cnc. British Allies woulc csosurt us bevors tris wr wos over; tht the britisca 
Wore (oin, to  ithdrouw fro. nuropt; ond tat i.e 1G not kmoy whet tie hussin.d 
were ,oing to do. 
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OFF su.tea there «. © . Secret u.reemunt cetvéen tire 
Fratvish .na tas =¢r.ains taich i208 the re. son why tie eritis were vot «teccne 
ip, 2 20n 1 ‘on the fehiicn rront. aJTx believec tht the economic syste 
Of Gas Coudste sould evyentuci l= be yreehea DeCuses Of CIS Vers back thers 
woule be 2 Sevolution:. ome: Diet: ohah tae netionclises youl tre over tae 
Governmunt. de cic not, hovever, wdvise ntionlist purt 2clpet on in sucn 
a revolution, stitins thit ioocevclt woulc be responsicle ror tic revolution 
Winn 1b come anc he s-oula beer the fuld dlc. for it. He spoke .1lso of the 
j.Culicrltics of- tae “Jrienti. imine," thien. informant bulitved wus. cszinly-= 
verwce «ttrek upon tie Jes since 201 infersed ta_t both Roosevelt ona 
SUPCN lL. (ere Jered ie Tie the riatel omni tases... lions Sil 
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hy 


Ab WLS SaetenNe tae tere. <a Seri outea Sonics 
“vi. oS MONG Ee 4 Sine, Beurc) ca.. Prerorres, * one invoriunt obbs lace the 
HoOV.aber Le 2eCeist. sy 17445 DeSdeS Phi Cre yin To raet tO LAG Durst 
wlth Vals pooort., Inioracit. chaee tht Pea Leawe fous 2Leo on. tae soc. ncr"s 
, tails :acuti eer | : 
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fOLOwss We br Salis Sm Qe digery, 1an5 torocr bogie 2oloy ore 5% 
LPebeee: At Stews. “TOC Ao 2c. COINE MOSt Ol tac sree ne Purares: 
Of the bloods”. I -tne. course of tits tctuce o.lfh cciucmec the ussisns ond 
a 2nC outlines Ale oro rat for 2ubure ScLiviti¢gs. ite ce Ls 2x 2a 
On. On tie. Perl jus sore. Sl Ge pretinl 45 ait See Eh as Bie 
NG tas sti te Luescptacnt. titnot. 2uriisa = sicisietory eiiplonicvion 
Of UG. GUrpOSy. LNG Clas OL Cas An Py SAC Our bors “Sn0ule be browns noe 
eLAv< ea ne SOUS ory? tie plas: poo i te co; COLL e. (COnseronts 
a Wacom Callan en gee © oma Se cing NLCLOMeLL ets: 20r tas suroose-o: olcniing thi. Tae 
-jast EM wIN tiie Pea. ie Sh Tes pact on beer gene Comittee. will be 
Drae3 Che pronur Memb 28 Of Hoth siduses ol ‘Longrers Vill. Se visited ‘ond 
wl. be provided tit litcrctures one tice "ic wad) inspire rice. ure: er 
inenire nivion*lists to tribe tir Con. rcs'acn, <aic- urge Tick Sicctines ‘ue 
meLs Le OVER tas UNE tur Styeus. ln tele es, eecorain® to Salina, Pris 
ints. tionL conspircey; 622 be Stoapua." Pye Intcmeti onl “consoir.cy 
evidently rfure to th. Inesk. rton Ons ucrecnacnit, tne al-n for in inter- 
Rotion 1 police ‘force, tie ‘Conbinuistion. oo. lune locsy 26 Grect: Britzin i2ter 


ral 


So er, NG Vis Joc CLOW Oe. Oo. Meorl of super eecpe.” 
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Sat .deo S2us out an his Wopter tie belic® tant 
altaoush (tad comal ste Tints. bing no Lione lists is sopavotd by their 
Jit es. 2 fo tice: eo, (Ge ore Oe 1g c position to-cecomelieh our bree test 
victory." « copy oz tiis Ilcttcr is being retiinea in tae “al 
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Fila Oftice eac. . copy is teins sont to the Yurciu is cn cenelosure with 
tuis report. 


te furtieriic’ of the pro-vr.ia above vutlined, SiITH 


hs told tact ne vdll ive sour or iiv, conferences 
ior tiv purpose of setting up thic wetionel ineryeney Com ittec.. de nod 
orivinelly plannec to heve only one conferenec, tut in view or: the reeent 


ruling ¢ tinst aolding conventions, it will be necessary to aAuve four or five 
suv Ller mevtiurs instead, de tolieves tne cost will be ibout 5,000.00. 
He tuld informant thet he tos having uw acn come to Letroit frou } csmington 
GQuvins, the miv-le of Jenuary, 1945, ior tuc purpose oi: Ciscussing this ni: 
NWutionil Lmerzency Comaittcec, cnu thet the progr woulc be sonuthing, unicue. 


Infora nt ime. thot Salli cic ucve . yisitor from 


no Shingvon on Jenuiry in, 1945, but coule not luarn tre iucntity oi tais 
ya coe a pea baal Tas contescnecs ehove-ref reed to toule be in tae ncture ob 


Pe, dorset uletings enc woulk be Avid in betroit, &t. Louis, win other Lurve 
C2tliss OF one eo LS eos 

dn Surtariate-~.Leo Or) Vie Suiier, Ser eeee- an. tie 
Januar, 1945 Leticr prvvicusly ecfurres. to, She He tionulists 1 ore ov icing 
neccwiew, SaITh tole injora nt tut foracr daite:, Stctes ocntior LOBLAT 
RSMULES wee DUC Ly Pitter ees noc Lieb. sje Pi cae es he ts 
WOrKINE with sLINOLlS in t..2: ora. nigcion cr tais sorts.  Sulle sp. ted that 
the nation Lists Arve © Ereit Ingy more Subterrene.n Tricndas in i.asiiin,ton 
AT, els MULL y ree 55 tal thst iG DIeOyY Cys previous. Gilli hues ¢xurcssed 
YWLegell to various imaivicw.is <s wlicvin. tit nucienlis? ius in the 
.SCCnocht tb arent. 1g Cor niiicetion to Jiechi) Lal, & news pep rian 
aD eles PGLO CUM CHUGUOP * 2086 oucPLSs: 18 Wallon] Freres: Club, ) Sshington, bs Gu, 
eit Scie Ci detuery 2, 19.5; chet malo lisa nua. strc. pote a cigty ¢. vs 
previous but tust recent events in surcps cs rilb os in tie United ot.tes are 
fiviying end prowuicing novionnlists on < +nolesiule Lisis. The bentvior o1 
Cuurciill, St:lin ind Roosevilt is procicin,, «ccordiny to calTu, oa 
2Neur. ols CyNClos) si bCh- ti “torn brecGs 1:07.51 7 suc 


cr fn 


cr oct 


aod 


SSTTH told LLUZabSIMPOLLAING of Chicago curins the 
Tuber sirb.or. becenbery, 22h. to". tool ercet. nye Tie “theo. eG ht 
egy VOULG be. Sy popui.r it 2 oula be cifygpeult co orevunt it from 
belo’, exploited by onvortimists. ac told LaiyASiorkwii, his bhosnington, bL. ©. 
ESSOCLi os ta.t notion iists in «meric. are beine ere. ted on © Vholesi le bi.si 
at present Gue to the inck of unity petycn obodin, Hovsevelt end Chureill, 
en¢ thot tac situ. tion, os respects nation: lisw, ii.s not ben asf004 sluice, 
Poxrl dsrbor ius it 1s Tiv.it Now. Av. stucca the nutisilist vovenent mst be 
deliperi:tely orgenized as .. cuuntcr-cetion to the comccLicAameric gas j 
Moyen. gt, hic is now beins developed ¢c1i over the country by the "old 
mich lpurser eras." 
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ples 
SitTi Stctaa in veceaber, 1941, thet events in turope 
devionstrete conclusively naericea caunot efiord to trust ner uestiny in the b%e 
mance of une Doveremed politicicis of tne Olc forlc, enc that nationalists in 
tne Unived Stetes are increesic: Ay aeterained to carry on a bitver fright 
a ciiist tiose wid neve conulttec ei50r aS Lt invoives our natione]l sovereient 
TiLie ie é tornuer clerk in tne United Stctes 
ibussy in London, who is preseatly 1 huuprboonea by the british. SalTh has 
siven considereble publicity in rccent months to wat ne célls the "Tsler 
Remy Stor! 








panar 


while giving every incication thet ne ex ects 
nationalism to continue to grow, ou.ITH hes nevertneless tol: aD bd 
thet the netionclist cause is not ready “for ,ovuler expension, 
ant. £.U present he vents to reep it on en isezlistic level enc "stuke out the 
cleim ana ween the benners weving," until cucn tine as tne public is rvady for 
tie ecceot.nce oF netionzclisin. 









&11Tx 1 é& mectin. in the near Suture in bot 
Vibcu. OF Lllinois, <lunoust dic not Know tic exact 
Gehe: of tans. 2eetin~. vallia has been li convuett :iti. ELizheclTS LibuinG eric 
nis cLseressed with her ta, so-célléed Jeisn-inspiree "rein of terror’ by 
wie, Cuortein Jevien orgenigitions in unice.o ore celle edly tryin, to prevent 
Sal TA: tos Solving as meetinis: ih thet city.: ilonoud: eocorcnitl iorrice 
about whc sit ction, calla Hes -Stétere tice. sev polo 3 aleetitiy in: Chiseco 


en coy MST spi ite CNG Jus. Te ee Vietteon =. eter LO nis tolleyers: din tic 
Cr aSu0 ier, Stuting taat ne will old a mectini, in Chicco or “be killed 
= , B, : 


ne pLsS revcuestec nis Ciice.o Lollov.crs ‘to ecvise Nin of 
Misr ocr Dees Caen aie be ae Cr LS tor: eee I 
ane). ES Ue ernst: tia Ne An Ohe So Com 2b 
Mee ae. See Dlr Lay chee on 
Vols eer or . GiereG, Jane. 


Ney 
GC. OF One inmicred «cn or conn to 
GC tallie.. Is aso went] purgons: Lo 


4 
oO 

: 
ay 
we 
ry 
a—te oO 
we 
+ oy 


ae 


ai OCIG ION te: Sais dette, cell nese nt a Potter a 
Weer bully LQuny CO: eid or Ae lollosersy Trecerein. bo: the Cive.2o Simeoion, 
Gunouncing tnis so~cilleda"reign of verror" auc relating nis caovrivnces with 


wiet ne cells & "laree crowd of Jeus" who cttuapteda to do ain physical hearin 
follo dag 12s lust meeting in Chicuco. Copice of tiuusc tio letucrs are being 
sunt. to te Burcen, 2s cnelosurcs t2th this report, end cogies of them ere 


Seo: bei he: retcined-in whe 2ites or the pet rolt. gicl@ Crrics, 


ay 


AF teas 6 tars iste yf she Se eoamiaiael ag? a ailipet het es tieitgans sates: 


be 62-1126 


aa rey « " ay ee woo ' ” ae ees | " -- . * +, . .. . 
Selin cléiss that ale Jdexich opsosition in Ghicagzo is 
Tait Ae Sk Be oe I A Re Cee OS Le a ee eg, ae a ee gee 
Low uy Ho eG, COolic ited. Tad Sie bead weolivllicte tli on LONViiV Bibbs Lok A bait 
Re ac geS uses Saar Age “Faas ae eee ae ie " ; 
publicction tue editor is sipoosec to eve seic, "Vie antenac to meke it 
ae 


i 


a 
Lizpossivle ior SATTH and nis ilk to meet in Criczvo; we intenc to vress for 
MationeL Llersislation ening anvi-Senitisem of this Kind a cre « cinst the 
siete, punichetle by imprigonment." The .wsgazine is els 
cuested its readers to write or wire attorney wencral Bi 
SilTH be imprisoned for tne duration of tne wer. 


(Oo S&1G to uéve ree 


ule, asking thet 


(a) 


Tne principel orzanization sponsoring tnese ectivitics 
t°¢ cs i¢, to he - the le evish Lert on Uo aaitres et 33 Soutn ‘earharn St rcet Gee fo) 
ake he bet ete hk wh nd ta de vuNn iw ae ee ee Ne ee de i cui adh be ae A ae er ah a bd — we ected Se ae uses fe 
ILtinois. GhokcaUcOLchY, nevwspyeser columnist, is réportea to have cold 
S.LTH tict the Je.isn orgenizations in Chicz.9o and New York nea recently 


split ena tuet the Coice:;o grouo is now or enized to uo physical violence 

to its opponents. SilTi tole inforsaunt ue thouxhnt « statement of tne «ind 

contuinec in the "Jevish Sentinel" wes fine for hia sae ii anything hcppens 

to nim now it vould se eésy to deteériinge vu.0 1.as responsible, ne iiés hed 
everal thousend covies of excerpts from this erticle printed for cistribution 

to ste follovers. 


Sel? surtecr edviece inforacn, thet 1n & recent. con= 
verei tion vith 2LicaLetn [Ltn sie told ‘in a AarAPU.nio, & lewrer in 
Chics.o 1.10 hea representec. sone of tie svuaition triel ceiencaents, nad been 
beaten weoon the street by vaet vluLing reierred to as "Jerish thuys." oo IT 
told LiluLic thet the troubles oi ais ussocicte, GL QWOoE, acre cue to 

- de ich amay ceptein. «ccording to SDT, VOOR, waco nes been uncer cttecK 
recentl- by nevepeisr columnists end racio coimentators becouse ne served six 
pnts 2b uerc Lesor whils in Lae Unitec Steves: £ruyv lest.7Ger, 1] sussoeoa to 
Ve ceca courtearticlea cs tne result of the éectivitics of nis Jewish o:ficer. 


It sscoule be noted tiet tuis account of VuSb'& aifii- 
at veriiice 1400 the resort of cuch ciflicultiss furnis::ec by 
in the reoicgrenee report. In view of the identity b7p 
informetion is believed to be considerably more 
i awJITs repercing the source of VUSe'S trouble in the «may. 







a Self is stilt suspicious of tne ectivitiecs of HOw 
Pa RT iho has béon in Ietroit on severcl occasions recuptly, and waéde b 
Sever.1 unsuccessful attcinots a contict SwITh. eadvised SulTh Fee 


tnat sinGeTZ head stéeyed with hin for « few days, during becember, 19Li, ind 
tut he thought «.kATZ wes ell risnt. GhJkGm@fQoTun of Chicez,o, {llinois, nei.d 
o2MCGactitutional Ancricuns oulTi ne taought -vntkTZ could be 
trustec. Hovever, stvted thet o#ITH hoa recently 7D) 
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vote 


learned MiERTZ wee holding himself out cs a i¥eison 










man for the ae 


end cluimed to be working as & contact between SMITH, DILLING end other ‘teed 
ing nationalists. de told various persons that he tes. booking speeches. for. 

S: ITH, anc that he provided conteet between the imoun netionalists and ‘other 
persons of nationalist syapethy | uho a not vent aia? epics aaechog Ot 





4 special f 
Ce hove appeared in a recent issue o 
: and .:ERTZ was reported to have given 46n intervie: bye 
; Times," setting out thet he was the nétionzlist iieison o— 
recently sent « letter to all of his followers, stating thet MAGRTZ bas no 
connections with tim, and that any Rene ercnee ce mde a wLRTZ ate this 
line should be disregerded.. 
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to upset tae 
3 in sauce det-i] in refereice . 
substenticl support from adi TE 
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STs is stili activel, on.czed in tn. srintin, cna 





a er 7 4 ta : H 7 av hot 2 L: os V, - aa 
CliaTe Sata IN Gh VeEertous tyecs-OL Litvoutaru. Kétcestice NUS pectin: wee hore to- 
Fare Fa - minrans: ku & Recor el ae ea Pe ee ee Oe es aesnd a AD Fh: Up tlle nadie 

Pe ee) [vanes pee Oe eee Oe Se wy Wabi ail Nef LL ia Vd 2 ek oad Wed rg a wh he 7 Vile fsUutbetliurtre 


a 


V 
Cae ads jee t..u Sizneture of President Roosevelt ind Prime uinister Churchill 
éeptiecned. oOAITH is sivinz wice ulstribution to ars, DIiLLIsct’ book, "The 
Mocs iis. ' ne nes zlso need priate. «. consiciurecble number of oumphlcts werning 
Su ASh la iGo ois ae Ov Har » ‘Laese Jtssvhlets ere printed in red cond 
Dieeert Ink ene Sore tis Cibl 1 MP. trivts | Huexé = he dour ps Lite," This 


Ser a A wre # 


pe-aghlet is © reorint of an erticle foae:ring in the dumucry, 1945, issue 

Qi Supe Weta, ° 2 Gras a1 tae Fle." K-COpy Of Lhis erticly 1s 
4 Bouin. Sent G6 Unie. Laure oy 28 enclocure ab. this report, una 2 copy is 
. bein: oe aad in tae files of the Uctroit ricld Office. 


SaITH'S moaning is eno rently ulso receiving wide 

Lotreputiog wae 1S uttcuupting to build up its subscription list oitf-ring 
uc enue US LOrmier Subseribc rs: in en eiiort to aAvve tilm round. vic Lr 

ursceriotions. wimcopraphea storics of tne crticl.e, "Ths 

ere ce being t.iduly cietripy cd ov Sullliie The bookl.t 

SOViCt i coal, is being given Gucy at oe ees 





Vib Dey Ge Giipuin. cagrces. 
tatement conceraing tac cleetion 





Cone. ieee CO;suniein 
being cent to sli menbers of Congress, 


calli 2s: Poperently still inwing seas GLiTi cults Vita 
ta, Gum vien Eenciturcs Comiittes ol the Eouse oF Rioores_ntitives ond his 
aoviruntly not given this Committ wc suriicicnt inform.tion to sitisfy then. 
Sli) cont Ge the Combi oerc COM OL. & PesOrtwiben ae. Nae Turi sace toe: = 





i Oigs 


é 








‘ 
* 
a 
os 
af, 
Oe by 
vw] 


Siriler com ittee of tae Unitea otebtes Sencte, inciceting his canpaizn 
spences to neve been 49,370.65. 


Con: ressnen CLInTOMAnuinnSUN o1 the House Comuittee, 
no.ever, 15 not seticfied vith this report since tie enpoicivurce cre not 
itemized as re eae by law. xoperently Sullh cavicea the House Coin 
thi t curins his wel ve sone wld y O00. 00 ena took in .19,000.90, _ nd 
aylLRSOW hes ais diemenaéa en explanetion as to the ciscrésncy beter 
rvcort éac the rcport of ..29,370.65 in expencitures furnirnec to aa Stave 
Con attece. 


eons tle 


Turin, tac carly port of Jenuery, 1945, SIT! received 
ivwire from Conzressinen 1nbentSOn, Gaancin? tart a cebt.iled steteucnt of cre 
Pen Srcs be cided. Hiortis vivpeerter oelTa aGvleec oC ember of sar mabdualsS 
come teeé that ne nia rehethne 3 


ii Giese 









nt 4 GuNte ow Ls to 


fad a atte ee 9 ow 


wos NOG tobe bw 


ie CT Gtr, 2 SCehoutat but 





surmise; the acetiils ts to tale 7 regq@ne. dn ik Gleoicd deleys ane ie 
eV. S1C1ts Upon tnt. fect chet Bhi Rial, iis roriier eceretiry, left his: 
= 


UMplOy: Sa WOvemocr,. yh. tne Le YOABACK, Wii +i iQuiarwlS successor, We. 
Croll veG Se: SEpereG: &. COVeCi enc OMe Oo jeclOr ni: am: beeen, Toe. He-hes 
TUPeaor “Ort OU Sie vy ole AA Pes, Ire erie <.S.:. JOLLt Cel oe rte, cea 
into Shin On ocpbeaibes by 19k cae: BFlor-Lo tab. Liat nee existed Gein 
OF MNUZEtLON Com atic. fF 


aad ~. pe ae 

107 Ul pUPYOSC. OF ECUCUUINE. CONS LoUGHEsS. on “he 
Aw rene + ton or 2 5. ret ww raed on ae trite sy onean faved 4 + cant ws Raiton nn astern Tea one ma, WH 
mA eat het ade Oe — Banas hw toad st wad Mao ct bv Pelli: aw —_ J we ed oe he Oe 4a da ROLLY ee teed Pn aie tac! 


no support to tie Aesiioe GS i OSC USel OTe 


SaiTd hac pointee out to Congressman AWDEKSUN tact 
thé lenoeritie wic wenublicin Poroies iLVeG UlPLbtea aaa e Hitures of hee 
§40,000,000.00 in the recent ear ZN, werecs his coanitte. avists only o 
Niexcle-one <tecey alte DroteSivy A 60 nee Oii Gee Anst. ps ine cae tie eve 
of &G n.tioms ide .ttock be teri) ecnebb, +he0. ke cicius is iimencec in his 
politic. l wctivitics b> ce nection: corpor.tion. Oilla told mebbtscOw he Gia 
- 


co 
a he saw ee eS Ce a ie ~i4aw Taek de 

* 

Lom 

“Ler 


mot torte Th oraner thet “22 ehanle ok: wk w4lter 3 SOAs: tied ba: TA: like 
aa0ru eer eS ~~ we ade ali iia +n “a re imi or CScope ee vy icf) ah ik 
(Lito LL Ls net. even uestloaca concsmmin:i; his use of corpor-t. verlth to 


Wee HS POLLLIC.. to, perce ol eoewex 


Silla his boun in contict ation AS 


@ with the ntionilist ¢:.us 


us other indivi: 
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— = . 4n individucl named celled SMITH, 
requesting inform-tion concerning the wherec bouts o oMITH “ 
edvised his essist.nts that he did not know ang consequently no | . y - 
. : information should be civan to hin € yp? 
ia < 
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concerning in old account of the amolg@Owers Printing Compiny. 
Sal T explained thet this account had been pef{d in inst.llments over a period 
of severel yeors and eventuclly would be Liguldated, oe he cdwaitted 
he cs delinquent in his pcyments. ~~ Oe 


His former. assistcnt, BEiwaRD DOMAN, who left hin 
during the first part of Noveaber, 1944, is now Uiving on c rench necr 
Edeouch, Texes, ind hes eppcrently severed all connections with SMITH. LON 
LORBECK » Wno succeeded DOMAN, jc 










with SwITH. 





an article in the "Detroit News," on December 23, 1944, 
prone captioned "Smith Loses Tyo Purty aides,” outlined the facts concerning DOAN 


end LORBECK. In the course of this erticle it wos siicted that LOHBACK hid 
stuciea music in Peris, Fronce, prior to the outoreck of the wer; hod returned 
to the United States from Germny in September, 1939; und trivelad in Mexico 
from Jinucry to June, 1940. Thercefter he bec:me i paid orgonizer for the 
ori,incl America First Pcrty in the Oklihom. -nd St. Louis crec but severed 
his connections with thet orgcnization in oe 1941. se leter joined 


SMITH'S "Revised" s:meriec First Porty. 
SITHIS downtown m.. 1 


attenced « recent 
crcover cpemt for 
SAITH und <ppérently hendled the i assignment’ very well since SMITH his 
indicsted thit he will heve her hondle a a ossigmment s in the future. 









He hes advised biv 


ed thct he is mking no affort $o orgnize members of 
le armed farces while they cre still in the Government service, but he belicves 
such org-nizational pee ie should come under the direction of the United 

















y ome: ergd out, then. “SMITHS arganisction ¥ 

just J the American Becton or Veterans of rasely be 
Bpernitly £ subscriber to the "Chicago ‘Sun,* 
ew York newspeper "P.a." unc has advised 


he will vicorously oppose a ign Epp rent 
i.” aguinst Senator BURTON 4 © WEAR. rtpes = 


| 2 ~ SQTH nes pean under éttcok in as 5 iat pty, t ‘ : 

negro newsp:per, ind hes been condemed by ae paper for opposing any 
| assistance to or Cooperation with Russic. Pointing ow thot SaITi nod 
o & prediéted the america First Party cancidcte for the Presidency sala win in 
Bou, : 1946, this paper states that "conditions could well ye ripe for the kind of 
¥ : ignoramus whom SMITH would put up.* The paper states tit ichile SMITH mey 

















& 





re | seam like 2 buffoon now, especislly in view of the recent election, Biter 

Fi ‘ “ aleo looked like a buffoon nhen the beer hell peach teiled. core 

oe Reports hive been receive e Detroit Fj ield Office 
0 within the past few weeks thet «& certcin 

aaployed by the dichigan Tool Company of Detroit, wak eid” 

ber of the americe First Perty and wos extremely critical of the _ 

LSemitic in nis conversetions, «a Detroit Lanyer, ‘)? 

was clso reported to be Claiming thet he 










ENCLOSURES! TO THE BORED 


2) e Cross rnd the Flzg,” an “3945 4 issue, 

2) of'imeric Preferredy* by Gail H. MOTE, oth Novenber, 19Ub sna 
December, 1944 issues. 90 2? 

3) Copy af letter frog GkiaLD le Ky oats” ‘to followers, 12 


“america Mret Porty,* regepdiag Joyish » 
Coll to the Bre. = sib er Unporte 
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nvitation to Sults ‘necting, December <b, 194A, 4 
ook Cucillec Hotel, Detroit, with Cai nd. f0Ti « 
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eailet titled Moose Harbor Bienes Leia to reuen. Biouncer, 


i4 tees te AR ee 
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ae 
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Uso bebUPsi Let.bs 
Ta ACUORLANCL LITn bunk INSTRUCTIUsS, LiVeSTIG-TIVE RLPORT 


5 
SJLaTTaL tn TalS PanTivubk vaSk att WOT TO ER GISTRIBUTLE To 


poke wef Boge eT LU J ET i are 
OTE: LOY Pea ferries. ekiw batess 


Loc aiceboS rILLl Jr IG. 







#t Los «#ngeeles, Californic, wi in accordance vith 
tic betroit Fiele Office letter to Los Anzcles Fielu ONigg, cated 
December 26 i i E 






1944, mexe e Ciscrect investigetion of 

















Lo cotermine 
vith SATTA 









tne CxXCeAt of ALE connections 







1” 





eS pointeG out in the letter 
frog t1c Letroit ricia Ofiice anc subsequent Burceu letter, deted denuery 3, 
1945, tais incuiry should de concucteu in & most Giserecet monner. 





Went FIELo vrs iCk 


et Jéesiineton, |. C., will determine the identity of 
Ving the tulernone nuater ATlentic 5996 in Vechington, L. ¢. 


ble 


the person r 


$8 


DPVAOLT be Gr Tes 


Ht Devroit, sichizan, vill maintain contact vith 
Conticentiel Inforxnts for the purpose or folls,ing the further activities 
Pe names ol el be : 


A Coppi On tals report is boing sent gor the 
invorasid wi. of tue Chics. sivle Ofiiee in vier of the clicrec enti- 
Semitic egiteution in tnet city ena SLITH'’s expressed Latention to 
nole é meeting in Chicezs bi tne neuer future despite cLlereu turccts 


of physical vicluice. 
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Sederal Bureau of Investiparwon 


PVinittedD States Department of Justice 


$01 Continental Bank Building 
Salt Leake City 1, Utah 
January 26, 1945 


Director, FBI 0 


Re: ii . SMT TH 
ITION 


I am enclosing ae an envelope and a 


roit January 18 essed ee 
alll letter dated January 23, 
6 material to this 


The letter addressed oe is signed RB. E&. LEGANT and 
enclosed ia a copy of a circuler letter signed by GSRALD L. K. SMITHe 
The contents of SMITH's letter appear to be of a seditious nature and it 
is being called to the attention ef the a herewith. It is noted 


? 


Dear Sir: 

















that the letterhead of LEGANT's letter t bears the heading “The 
Crose and the Flag edited by GERALD L. K. TH, Post Office Box 469, 
Detroit 31, Michigan”. The cirevlar letter over SMITH's signature refers 
to “The Story of TYLER“KENT". 


It is believed that the Buresu and the Detroit Office mAYy 
both be aware of the ciroularization of this literature; however, the 
same is being called to the Bureau's attention for pO OPES Cre ee con~ 






sideration. , - 
ALL INFORMATION C NED Very truly yours, a 
Dh hae O08 eee ae b | CONTA AIN YL —— 


HEREIN S ONDLASSIFIED &) LUNA Ba 
“467 Pit ifph ve 


DATE /=felys Bh} + 7 


JCN: st | - on - 
a Xs : AY) so rig 5b 
CC: Detroit Ca \ = oi 4 : ee ae a ._ 
| wg |? $7 FEB 26 19g I~ 
eh , 
~ RY 


= ee 


a = eee . Se ee ae ee nen Oe eee one Or ran See rant ne ae anne Calne” 
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woe 


Assi stant Attorney General Tor. ©, Clark 


Rebtel 


John Edgar Hoover = Director, Federal Bureau of investigation 


Ge ees ae Lecce an® boca. Ce eA ee elas 


IiiT. RNAL SECURITY; SEDITI. 


Reference 1s made to our vrevious correspondence in the above-cart! onec 
ratter. 


G 
For yvovr further information there is enclosed_herewith a copy of the b? 
investicative rcvort submitted by Speetal Agent at Detroit, ‘icica, 
on Janusry 29, 1945, as well as photostatic co;tes he enclosurcs listed on 
races U:; anc 19 of th's re-ort. 





Also enclosed for your ‘nformti 
c reular letter entitled, "The Story of & 
Tis ary” was rece‘ ved br’ 


on is a photostatic cory of a two-pare 
ler Jent.* wi ch was si mec by 
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Was the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 





Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 
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} Office Memorandum * UNITED STAixc» | OVERNMENT 


/ “) TO : Bireotor, Federal Bureau ef Investigation DATE: January 30, 1945 
Sax: ahenenee ALL INFORM’TION CONTAINED 
_—? HERE 8 UACASSED 


SEDITION IE _Lwizer_ BY SP-8Gr. Zh hye 


Reference is made to my letter of January 26, 1945, entitled "GERALD . 
; SEDITION" wherein some owas forwarded to | 7 


‘a 
the Bureau whic eon received dy 


Shan I an now forwarding herewith a copy of ¢ 
\.Crogs and the Flag," December 1944 issue, whieh 
forwarded to thie office. 
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8 received and 
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Zederal Bureau of Investigation 
Antted States Department of Justice 


Detroit, Michigan 
February 10, 1945 


, __NULINFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN '€ UNCLASSIFIED 
Director, FBI DATE. _jofe a fe BY SA-tzo/ brie 


GERALD L. Ko SMITH 
=o gencs FIRST PARTY : = 

INTERNAL SECURITY: SEDITION 

(et<7OS5¢ 62.43818) 





Mr. Hsudas . 
. Ady. Pchiiwcsiane! 
p Mr. Quins Tomm.. 
a 


te Meme oe. lee 





chee wedy oe 


et canal 


Dear Sir: 


During the period from Jamary 19, 1945, to February 8, 
1945, inclusive, the following i activities of 
Subject SMITH was received f whose identity 67D 
is known to the Bureau. 





SMITH spent some time in Washington, D. C., during the latter 
part of January, arriving in that.city on the morming of Jamary 24 and 
leaving Washington for Detroit on the evening of Jamary 28, Prior to 
leaving Datroit, he etated that he did not want it known he was out of tow 
or that he had gone to Washington since he was laying “deep plans” and did 


ticular patiricd generally known at present. He called 
a Baltimor land, just prior to leaving Detroit or 
amary <3, requesti to eat him in Washington on Jamary 24, bIR 
He subsequently spent some time with in Washington and apparently 
spent a great deal of time with who has been hie Washington 
contact man for some time. oe 













While in Washington he 
former Secretary to ax-Senator 


s address was Colorado Building, W Informant Loe 
believes that SMITH subsequently contacted PARTE ry 
SMITH aivieed informant he had a press conference in ~~ °#3 
Washington on January 26 and advised the rmen of hie plans. He 
also visits with former Senator GERALD P and with ex-Congressman 
HAMI SH, He advised informant toward end of his stay that the 


purpose of ris trip had been accomplished satisfactorily and that he had 
seen that “news bureau man," Informant did not know to whom this referred. 


vo 
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Informant did not learn the exact purpose of Pay nore to Washington, 
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SMITH wes in Washington stated that his purpose in lab ng there was to set 
up a lobby. 


Informant thought that SMITH had probably set up some sort 
of Washington headquarters since he spoke of sending out to hie followers 
a “Washington letter" somewhat similar to the Kiplinger Letter. GUTH is 
Sparcntls following through on the idea of the Washington letter, since 
he told informant during the firet part of February that his Washington 
latta 


val weld he sent gait from the "Washineton Heed quarters a 
a At eg, 


¥we De 


et 


He contimes to distribute a great deal of literature and has 
reprinted an additional ten thousand copies of the January issue of the 
monthly letter which he sents cut to his followers, This letter is cap 
tioned, " 11 to the Brave - This is Our Opportune Moment," and has ap- 
par ently t with better response than the usual monthly letter, since 
informant does not know of any previous time when additional copies of a 
monthly letter were prepared. 


Informant stated that he understood the response to this letter 
had been very good and that about two thousand answers had been received up 
to February 7, Since thie Jamary letter called for a donation, it is likely 
that all or nearly all of the responses contained some sort of contribution. 
SMITH has also had prepared additional copies of the TyleNKent letter, 
which he has been distributing to his followers for several months. 


A single page calle}{*Patriots, en!" which is a hs lao 
of the inside cover of tha January mageazine, "ThaAYross and the Flag, 

also met with a good response and SMITH hed five thousand additional copies 
of this pamphlet printed for use by Dr, LELANTAARICR of Pontiac, Michigan. 
MARION 18 a close friend and associate of SMITH and stated he could easily 
distribute five thousand of these pamphlets, which are anti-Commnist in 
tone, among the members of his church and among anti-Communist labor men. 


ALLEN , a friend of SMITH and a follower of Father 
CHARLES EACOUGHLIN and head of "Eng peri can Patriots,” is now working in 
Detroit as Advertising manager for the magazine, “Yachting and Aviation." 

He has been in contact with SMITH on several occasions in the past few 
weeks with reference to a scheme SMITH is trying to develop for running 
small classified ads in country newspapers throughout the south and south- 
east, ZOLL, by reason of his advertising and newspaper connectione, is 
trying to make arrangemente for this advertising scheme. Informant did not 
know the nature of the ads to be used or the purpoee of this campaign. 
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SMITH has also been trying to arrange for a meeting of his 
followers to be held in one of the downtown hotele of Detroit during the 
latter part of February. He attempted uneuccessfully to obtain the ball- 
rooms at the Detroit Leland and Book Cadillac Hotels for sny day during the 
week of February 12, 1945, Informant thought that some date in the early 
part of February head finally teen decided upon since SIITE told him he would 
soon be sending out invitations to seventeen hundred persons inviting them 
to this meeting. Informant did not know, however, the date fixed for the 
meeting. The seventeen hundred persons comprise individuals in Wayne County, 
Michigan, who have in the past made cash contributions to SMITH. SMITH 
stated that there were 488 persons outside of Detroit and in the State of 
Michigan who made donations to him. 


Informant advised that collectione received by SMITH from 


i or wee bbws ek Sh med 1 Anam es thn Tate nm wawt af Tamsin auld Ff wat 
uis s 25 VAUUEY VO Mt Ue WG LONG. Pee OL VOLE y GUU 141154 
part oe © Pebriary were as follows: #832 on Jamary 25; $29 on Jamary 26; 


#28 on January 27; 89.50 on Jamary 30; $15.50 on Jamary 31; $10 on 
February 1; $94 on February 2: $48 on February 7. 


SMITH has received correspondence from various persons during 


weeks, He has had letters from Congressman CLAREAROFIMAN, 
Franktort, Indiana: ton Sator of Rants 
é, ama, and from "United States tor GREEN e Senate Committee 


gation af Carnaion Expenditures 
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In connection with this latter committee, SMITH told informant 
he had heard WALTER WINCHELL's comment on the radio several weeks ago that 
the America First Party should be investigated as a result of statemants 
made to Congressman ANDERSON's committee investigating campaign expendi- 
tures. SMITH did not make any comment on WINCHELL's» remarkea, however. 


~ Site NG received correspondence from Senator HOMER 

“SPERRISON and Senator ART VANDENBURG. <A letter from VANDENBURG began, 
"My Dear GERALD," and thanked SMITH for his comment on VANDENBURG's recent 
speech, stating that he agread with SMITH that the Communists were the 
Chief opponents to the program outlined by VANDENBURG. me letter anded 
with the words, "Warm cies regards and beet wishes." Senator FPERFUSON 
in hig letter told SMITH that he wes in favor of the two-thirds mle for 
Confirmation of treaties and favored leaving the approval of treaties and 
declaration of war in the hands of the United States Senate, 


SITTH has haan in eantact with mmearn: a neonle dhiri 


1 ne ¢ 
past few weeks, as from some point in the southem ‘Unite: 
States was in Detro sited SMITH on Jamary 23, A Hévere ara Ets La 
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a lutheran minister who is apparently the editor of the Studeate Newspaper 

at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri, and a close friend of Revareni 
WALT ER of that institution, endeavored to contact SMITH while in Detroit, 
but was unable do go since SMITH was out of town during the De ae 

of January ately spoke of his close connection with ET eserOUL 

end Bethe the wondsrful set of files she had shown him when he 

recently in Chicaen. | 






warew Of Indianapolis, a close friend of SMITH, aleo 
tried to contact SMITH during the latter part of Jamary, but was unable to 
do so since SMITH was not in town.$ ,imdicated to SMITH's wife that 

he wanted SMITH's help in the promotion of a booklet M8Political Theologians 
and Theological Policies," which he hopes to publish soon. He stated that 
ColoneMMcCORMICK of the Chicago Tribune rage with him that the Republican 
Party wes dead and wrote him a letter to thi fect, stating that they may 
as well admit it and start a third perty, Mil ‘stated that when the 
Republican National Committee met in Indianano middle of 


J he was in continual conference with 
We =: identity of these individuals 
. MOTE stated that he had worked out an arrangement with these 

men that would be of conside a interest to SMITH and that he would 











informant , 


explain it to him shortly. ted that the attack on SMITH made in 
the Chica Jewieh newspaper, WTS ntinel,"” was a dastardly thing ant 
that he, | intends to do " something about it. He did not, however, 


state what he intends to do. 







7 7, 1945, SMITH was in conference with 


friend o i : secution 
under feat food and drug act about a year ago. of 
Detroit was aleo in contact with SMITH and received ca on a letter 


which he stated he intended to write concerning civil liberties. 
















SMITH contacted 
\ apenas it and spoke to GRORGEYVOSE of Kalamazoo, 
Chigan, candidate for Lieutenant Governor on the America First Party 
ticket in Michigan during the last election, SMITH stated he was for VOSE 
one hundred percent and that VOSE should not believe any of the rumors 
of the scandal-mongers, evidently referring to recent newspaper attacks 


made on VOSE because of his havine been court martialed while in the 
United States Arny. 


yr 
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Prior to MITH's recent trip to Washington, RALPH BAERMAN, 
his Washington contact man, went to Chicago for the purpose of seeing some 
lawyer there ani then returned to New York by way of Detroit, spending 
some time in Detroit with SMITH on Jamary 21, 1945. 


CER or: ies to advise SMITH on various activities, 


On Ja 27, 1945, a “homecoming party" yas held in 
Detroit for PARXER(SAGE, GARLAND and WILLIAM ETHAN. JR., three 


Detroiters who were prominent in he Yet ional Workers League and were defeni- 
ante in the recent, Washington sedition trial. This party was apparently 
sponsored by H TZ of Chicago, MAERTZ hag been pushing himself 
forward in recent weaks as a leading nationalist and contact man for nation 
alists and has caused SMITH some concern, SMITH evidently is afraid that 
MAERTZ will take over some of SMITH's followers and, in addition, MITA 
believes that MAERTZ ig very careless in his manner of operating which may 
ino maa to anyone who knows him in the evant he ever gets into 
trouble, 


told SMITE that in a recent edition of the New York 
Post the columist {REISEL, referrad to MASRTZ ag a liaison man for t 
nationalists and said he was flashing fifty dollar bills, SMITH and 
agreed that MAERTZ was either getting support from someone or 
thought that possibly a few people in Chicago were giving him Just enough 
money to allow him to travel and talk big. SMITH agresd that thie was 
probably true or that possib was an undercover operator for some 
privete investigative agency. etated that MAERTZ had recently sent 
out a thousand dollers worth of literature before leaving Chicago to come 
to Detroit. Ha is said to be a close friend of CHARLES PHILLIPS of 
Lincoln, Nebraska, who is editor of the #PIndividualist. 










Relative to MAERTZ’ party for SAGE, ALDERMAN and LYMAN, 
ry oot st neither SAGE nor LYMAN would attend 
party and that a former Dies Committee investicator, 
was in town from New To or a few daya and might be there. 
attended the et 4 and reported to SMITH ag to what had taken p . He 
eaid that AL was the only one of the three who attended and that he 
end MAENTZ made short talks, SAGE was said to be too frightened to go 
to the party since he feared he might be indicted again and that LYMAN 





was in 


rida and ford to attend, ‘The Ku Klux Xlan was 
represented by j 


MARTZ did not say anything during the course of the evening 
that was detrimental to SMITH, Informant stated that on the morning the 


Ai 
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party was to be held MAERTZ called SMITH's residence and inquired as to 
whether SMITH would attend. Mre. SMITH stated that he was out of town and 
wo not be able to be there, MAEHTZ told Mra. SMITH that he was starting 
the}Pioneer News Service again and that he intended to make a trip through 
the south and see what people there were thinking, He was somewhat appre- 
hensive as to a new book about to b bliehed by JOHN ROY CARLSON, mthor 
of "Undercover." He stated that ure, WA ING of Chicagp has been getting 
some headlines in the past few week is now getting a lot of h from 


re le who have been reticent about helping her in the past, GEOG chat 
hicago has gotten back his old office and all and MAERTZ assured 

ourTs that he could get a hall for SMITH to speak in any time he ventet to 

Come to Chicago, 






of Detroit are all contri- 
ores and receive his monthly magazine, 


SMITH has recently been advised that the United States Army 
may take his downtown offices in the Industrial National Bank building and 
has bean trying to arrange for new office space in the event he has to move 
from his present quarters. He has contacted the manager of this building 
and advised that he would like to have some other space in the same building 
in the event he has to nove, although he expected to take such other space 

"on a different basis." This might tend to confirm rumors thet SMITH had 
been receiving office space in this Pee building free of charge from 
the owner of the building. 


He recently received a letter from his son, GERALD, who is 
with the United States Army in Burma and stated he would advise his son 
not to take the thirty-day furlough which he might now get, but to wait 
until his two-year term of duty was over, at which time he could axpect to 
come home permanently, SMITE stated the thirty-day furlough was just a way 
of recruiting men for extended service in Burm, 


( Informant learned that SMITH = pean to confine his reading 
. of papers and magazines to the Chicago Sun, 

and Life Magazines, SMITH is still using the zie of 

former professional golfer and Ford Motor Company employee, as a personal 
bedy guard, 





Very truly yours, 


a eal hp | pw 


SAC 
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Office Memor : ndum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


To : DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: March 12, 1945 
Tito SAC, Detroit 


SUBJECT: GERALD Le Ke SMITH 


“AMERICA FIRST PARTY; | AIRMAIL 
INTERNAL SECURITY ~ 
SEDITION 


relative to the 


Supplementing our letters of March 3 and 5, 1945 
din 


contemplated meeting which the Subject 
March 15, 1945 













b? 


In accordance with our letter of March 5, 1945, the Chicago Field 
Division is requested to obtain adequate coverage of the meeting to be 
held on March 15, 1945. 
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Office a * “UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : Director, FBI DATE: a 2, 1945— 


from : SAC, Detroit 


ATRMAIL : 
SUBJECT: yy, GERALD Le x. eur 
- AMERICA FIRST PARTY 


a a 
INTERNAL SECURITY - SEDITIO 


(61-7055; 62-43313) "ALL INFORMATION CONTUINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED | 
DATE 2 BY seperrhuc 


During the period of February 8 to February 27, 1945 inclusive, the following 


informetion concer the activities of the Subject, SMITH, was received r) 
from whose identity is known to the Bureau. by? 


Within the past few weeks SMITH has been spending a great deal of time 
conferring with RALPH BAERMAN, his Washington contact man, concerning the 

office which SMITH is expected to open soon in that city. SMITH advised 

BAERMAN to take out a Post. Office box in the latter's namo and told him he 
should use the name of former Senator ROBERT-REYNOLDS as a reference. They 
discussed the possibility of an un-named individual working with them in 
connection with their Washington activities ami the informant believed the 
person referred to was probably BAERHMAN's wife, SMITH advised BAcRMAN that 

he should continually ask questions and get answers to them at eve 

opportunity. aos a ara af Fp a 
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A series of interviews 1s evidently conterplated by SMITH but he advised ~ 
BARMAN that he was not quite ready "to launch it” and he would advise 

BAERMAN when to begin. SMITH thought that the First "Washington ietter" to 

be published by him would probably be distributed about the second week of 
March. Apparently a considerable part of BAERMAN's activity is to be f 
connected with getting material for this letter which will be published at 
regular intervals. BAERMAN advised SMITH that he was going to Chicago in 

about ten days since the "Senator" had given him five days off. SMITH 

thought the Senator was a very fine person and indicated also that he had 

had a nice visit with ISTER and that FRED was a fine fellow who would b? 
find a place in the movement in the near future, 


SMITH is still concerned about the attitude of certain Jewish groups which 
are attempting to prevent him from holding a mesting in Chicago. He stated 
that these individuals are inaugurating a reign of terror but that there aa 
be a terrific reactionary counterpart in the oP" re 


SXITH has apparently finally made pent or a iG ii ) and = 6 
hold a meeting there sometime during the lad eect af March. 
whom the informant believed to be a resid of Chicago, Mere made the arrangemen 
’ a 
Y & - < & e 
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"LETTER TO THe DIRECTOR, 
MARCH 2, 1945" 


for the hall. It is west of the Loop and has good transportation. The 
deal was consummated with the Secretary of th asterers Union and the 
hall was rented in SMITH's name, SMITH thought that now "the fur will 
really begin to fly." 


(“ SMITH made 2 trip to Chicago on February 8, 1945, returning to Detroit 
* on February 14, 1945. His purpose in making this trip was to see his 
various contacts there in an effort to arrange for a meeting in the near 
future. He stated that he also wanted to see how strong the Jewish 
organizations were that were opposing him, 


SMITH held a meeting of his Detroit followers at the Book Cadillac Hotel 
in that city on February 26, 1945. The informant did not know how large 
a crowd had attended or who the speakers were, 


The informant was advised that among his other activities, SMITH had ordered 
a large quantity of paper and apparently contemplates an extensive campaign 
involving the distribution of a considerable amount of literature... He is 
known to have 3,200 of the books "And So They Indicted Me" by J. E> JONES 

of Baton Rouge, Louisiana, He is withholding five hundred of these for his 
own use and sending the rest to JONES at Baton Rouge, Louisiana. He is 
apparently also distributing material for the Conditutional Educational 
League, which is a New York group headed by JOSEPH -KALP , with whom SMITH is 

known to be friendly. , 


SMITH has been in contact with various individuals of Nationalist sympathies 
in the past few weeks. The informant states that SMITH had a lengthy 

( discussion with GEORGE-PUSTER of Chicago concerning a recent meeting held by 
the latter in that city, FOSTER apparently experienced some difficulty but 
claimed that he had a record attendance at his meeting. 


ae :..: been in contact with SMITH concerning a certain KOSMERK, who is 
an important National figure in the. sh American Congress, a group violently 
opposed to Communism, This group is located at 4019 Wellington Avenue, bin 
Chicago. SMITH indicated interest in KOSMERK and stated he could use him 
effectively against Senator NOWAK of Detroit, a member of the Michigan 

~ legislature, who is known to be a Communist according to SMITH. 


SMITH has also been in contact with ay a Detroit lawyer who 
represents Mrs. BLANCHE WINTERS of Detroit. Mrs. WINTERS is a prominent | 
Nationalist and a leader of a professional Mothers group currently under I~ 


investigation in the Detroit Field Division, contacted SMITH on 
behalf of Mrs. WINTERS and requested that S ge touch with her. It is 





"LETTER TO THE DIRECTOR, 
MARCH 2, 1945" 


known through other sources that SMITH actually did see Mrs. WINTERS 
during the latter part of February and sought her financial assistance 
for his Washington activities. 


7 The informant stated that SMITH's collection through the mail amounted to 
$75.00 on February 9, 1945 and $183.00 on February 21, 1945. It should 
be noted, however, that the figure for February 9, 1945 is at wide variance 
with the figures obtained by the informant from another source, These 
latter figures indicate that on February 9, 1945 SMITH deposited $700.00 
and on the previous day deposited $421.00, 











Mail has been received by SMITH from numerous individuals of ist 

tendencies, includi SOUTHARD 9 inois; of 

Frankfort, Indiana; io sent SMITH a package 
containing printed copies 8 speeches; ‘ » who is a student 


at Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, and has a group of fifty fellow students 
who studied Communism and are anxious to obtain literature distributed by 
Sterling, Kentucky; former Congressman 
Governor Building, Portland, 

nown. SMITH also has been in contact 





recently. 


nformant Jsarned that among recent contributors to SMITH 
and The latter donated $20.00. 
F earbdorn, was also known to be a contri e 


SMITH's former assistant, DONTTOHBECK, was in Detroit during the latter 
art of Februa a he Conscientious Objector Camp 
During this furlough LOHRECK 
was in frequent contact with SMITH. 
a 
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Asai stant Attorney Generel Tom C. Clark March 10, 1915 
John Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investi gation 


GERALD L. x. Germs ovr Quemrca rrest PARTY; 
INT: RRAL SECURITY; SEDITION, 44! 


Enclosed for your further information in the is a oopy 
of the investigative report submitted by Special Agent dated 
Los Angeles, California, on February 15, 19:5, as well as cop 
form letter dated "February — 1945," which is allegedly being distributed by Suith 
Fron an exmalnation of this form letter it is noted that Snith states in the fifth 
Deer re cod eee en ae rane headquarters for @ Neti onal Energency 
Committee arx! a Nationalist Lobby Washington, D.C. Apparently the location of 


. 





the Washington headquarters has not as yet been decided upm. 
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fie~a FROM : SAC, Detroi 7 
suBJECT: GERALD L. K. SMITH 


“AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION 
“(68~ 9055; 62-43813) 
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| ti‘ on Febru 45 that SMITH was in 
contact the previous day with a cor: believed to be a 
resident of Chicago, onc TH that arrangements had been JIC 
made for a hall where cou old a meeting in Chicago in the near 
future, The hall is said to be in the area west of the Loop and has good 
transportation facilities. The hall was rented through the Secretary of the 
Plasterers Union and was rented in SMITH's name. The indications aro that 
the meeting will be held on March 15, 1945 and SMITH thought that "now the - 
fur will reslly begin to fly." 











The informant believes that the hall hired by SMITH is the one in which 
GEORGE "FOSTER of the Constitutional Americans held a meeting on February 28, 
1945 and plans to hold meetings on March 14 and March 23, 1945. 


In view of the fact that SMITH hes been speaking a great deal lately of 
certain Jewish groupe who were creating a reign of terror in Chicago and 
attempting to prevent him from holding a meeting, the fact that a meeting is 
now planned by SMITH is called to the attention of the Chicago Office. 


It is thought likely that the Chicago Office, with the information contained 
in the first paregraph above, may be able to learn the location of the hall 
where this meeting is to be held and arrange to cover this meeting through 
informants. It should be noted that the policy in the past has been to obtain 
coverage of SMITHts meetings only through informants and not through the 
attendance of any Agents at such meetings. Be. oa. 

o ¢ f j 





As additional information is received concerning e tin 
meeting, it will be furnished to the Chicago Office. 
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bear Fellow anerican: 
we are Winning victories: 


Six weeks ago rresident soosevelt thought that by this time a forced 
labor law would be in effect, but because of the fight that you, through 
men like myself, have put up, This scheme for draiting everybody has been 
curbed. 

she worst part of it would have been the drafting of daughters to be 
sent all over the world the same as our sons, we must not relax, hovever, 
because ..r. iloosevelt and his bureaucratic machine will press for a 'daughter 
draft' at the first opportune moment. 

rour days before 1 dictated this letter, 1 returned from wasnington, 
u.G., Where 1 had been for one week, thanks to the cooperation of you and 
others Like you, I shell return to sashington within a few weeks, and 
perhaps within a few days, arver you receive this letter, 

unless you and others lixe you stand with our muergency vom ittee in 
this ficht, we will wake up one morning and find our liberty gone, ror 
instance, an organization has been formea with headcuarters in uashington for 
the purnose of getting a law through vongress that would make it a crininal 
ofiense to criticise a vew. The leader or this organization is one weonard 
volditch, ina recent aduress ur. uolditch reminded his people that anyone 
who critigised the vews in .ussia was shot. ue told his people that such was 
the rule in other suropean nations, and would soon be the law in rrance, 1 
do not advocate an atiack on any race or creed, but we must not veriit such a 
raissian=-born ide. to flower in auerica, Just imagine the persecution that 
would exist in this lang if it becane a crPiiie to criticise a vew, or any other 
individual for that matter. a bili has already been introduced into vonrfress 
to make this a law, with your help, financial and otherwise, we cen see to it 
that vonsress is properly informed, to the end that this violent proposal 
Will never becone a law, 

we are opening headguarters for our wational siuergency Vomittee and 
the wationalist Lobby in washington, At this writing 1 am not =»reparec to 
give you the location. she office buiidings wiere we would want our head- 
quarters ere filiec to capacity, and it will be necessary for us to use 
temporary quarters until the proper location opens up, 

an the meantine, we have employed two people to do special work in 
connection with our washington activities, 

vhile in washington this past week 1 visited with the most important 
Nationalists there, i spent most of my tine with nine different neople, 
Every one of these nine people are national figures whose name you would 
recognize readily if you saw 1t in the newspaper. <hey include meszbers of 
Vongress (including the united states Senate), one of the outstanding nes- 
papermien ol the navion, one clergyman, and others whose activities are so 
prominent that if 1 identified them in any way whatsoever, they could be 
readily named. 

way An I not giving you the names of these peoples It is because we 

are prenering to publish a very sensational decumeni. shis docwaent will be 
the first of its <diid ever published in Washington, uv.C. It will contain nes 
and conficentiaL.y-gathered facts, pubiished nowhere else. | 

white in washington this tine {£ confirmed what £ had believed all 
along —- namely, that oosi of the important truth concemzing events in 


Washington is not published in the ordinary newspepe Al] N RMATION CONTAINED 
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QCNAE TNS HERER E GHCLASSTFIED 
See DATE lef 2/f2 BY -S579me 
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because of the ¢ ration you and others have gi ‘me, 1 am able to 
announce to you that ...-.in the next 30 days we will beg. the publication of 
this very unusual letter in nashington, v.C. The two people whom i have hired 
will, under my direction, gather important data from over 100 gources, we will 
confer especially iith these nine important individuals. thus, when the LETTER 
goes out fro. wasnington, it will contain documented and absolutely correct 
information wiich could ordinarily be found in no other publication. 

ihis letter will ve sent out first class mail and will be sealed. it also 
will be marked "personal". furthemiore, we will permit no re-publication of the 
facts contained in it without consent of the editors, 

ahis will not in any way interfere with the.publication of HE CROSS AND THE 
®LAG, the magazine 1 edit. it will make, however, a completely different and 
much deeper approach to wnat is really going on in nashington. ; 

ahis dcocusented letter will create a sensation. i expect the eneries to 
yell to iigh heaven, cthey will deaand everything from my liberty to ny blood. 
‘ney will te shocked when they see written in this Lletier facts witich will be 
brought to ne by an individual who is in and out of the white House from one to 
three tises per week. whe; will pull tneir hair and gnash their teet:: when they 
read facts in this letter coming right out of the secret conferences of the inter 
nationalist politicians, including an account of events taking place in both the 
british and .ussian Mubassies. 

in planning this letier we are laying tie ¢roundwork for the most daring 
program of patriotic enlightenment ever atveupted, she purpose of this letter 
is to sensitize and educate important and loyal nationalists in every state in 
the union. 

At a leter date 1 will tell you how you can help us get these facts into 
your local newspaper, whether 1% be a weekly or a daily. ihat is a completely 
separave progran, winch 1 will discuss :ith you at anotner tine, 

itighly Tingiced intemational political :zachines ere all set tc rope us into 
@ ouper ovate and @ «orld Governent. Thanxs to sien lixe united states senator 
wheeler, tugse super State politicians will find some real opposition wnen tney 
come to tne floor oi the united otates senate. 

If the war eided today, it might be three years before your som would be 
home, ty? . . Lecause the snivping problex would be so serious that it would 
take just thet long to siiip all of our sons who are in foreign battlefields back 
to the enited States. sufi. Roosevelt gets his ouper ytate plan t:.rough, it may 
be five ur ten years before cvrour son or lovea one retums. 

within the next few months 1 hope to spend one-hali of sy tine in wasningtoi, 
v.C., coping with the lesislative problews that are of interest to iationalists, 
we shall not allow any sort of super State progran to set by without our attention, 
1 have foried cor.ficential contacts all over the unitec states with far. leaders, 
labor leaters, vilrristian leaders, statesuen in both oid parties, mothers und 
Veverans oi both wars. 

As the weeks go by, you will Bee and hear of t.:e representatives .f these 
groups appearing vefore vongressionel and senate Vommittees,  wzneyvill not appear 
as representing our organization, but toey wiil appear at our instigation as 
representing the group with which they are primarily identified, with your 
financial help 1 shall continue to xeep and develop these important contacts in 
order that our cause for iiationalisun be cefended by those who come fro: every walk 
of life. 

We can save the lives of one million servicenen. if we will carry on victor 
iously this caivaign to bring our boys home at the earliest possible moment. if 
ir, noosevelt cannot give a better reason for this bloody slaughter than he has 
been able to give, as ot the uate of the writing of this letvier, then our sons 
should be brought hoe, now. 


a 


in supnorting Oo. .ationalist activities in nash..gton, we will soon be 
setting up our revional conferences, and ve will very likely issue a call for 
our riost loyel supporters to come to washington, u.C. I am shocxed to discover 
that our vorutittee is the only one that is carrying on an open campaign to defeat 
the invermationalist clique and support the leadership of such men as senacor 
wheeler, «zhis makes our responsibility all the greater, knowing what we do, .e 
wil. have the blood of innocent nen and women upon our hands wless we fight with 
inteliiczence, consistency and courae. 

vome people receive this letver every month and do nothing about it, Lt is 
a mystery to me how any gooa american can know the facts which 1 bring out and 
Not give support to those of us who carry on this fight. 

viners sho reccive this levver cry to make a convribution of money every 
Month, «hese are the ones vino are maidng our Victorious activities po:sible, 

when tue sioke vas cleare. aay, you wno uiave seit in money to carry on tnis 
fight can ta:e -atisfacvion in the facv. tiat you will nave helped to accomzlish 
the- 102... ane: 

de siic werea. Oo. tne wwacerton Vas Flan, 

Ze ane saving of @ miliion lives that misht be given to a ouper state Folice. 

3. sane brincin, of our boys none at tue earliest pocsible so.ent, 

Ae «she ac. .at of all plans to finance tue critish supire ater the war Wuoney 

snenw on tus vritisil and other lureipn countries should ce <eot for our 
Gili SOMNSJe 


5e The or aiizetion of ..2.-Loialist veterans of Wola war li, wiaten is sins 
Cevalonea in its ovm thorough way. 

6 she estublisinient of e .ationalist Lobi:- in uasmdiicion, J.C. 

Te ashe Meintenunce of neadquarver activities in our iational vavitel. 

C~ a0 DUblication of @ secleu letter containing the wost explosive series 
o. rects ever to be encloseu unuer postage stanps as pertaining to the 
LPUGTESt Or S45 One 1T Sus, 

QO. .e llainveianice of tue only nationwide ..ationalist organization, wiiicl las 
Survaved tiurougi click and tin, 


1O, «ile preservation of the a.ericu sirst rrincinle at @ tie wien co.erds 
ran unusr the: bed, anc weak politicians were afraid to stand up enc be 
counted, 


fou wio recoive titis letter are t.c first to be told about tne sealed 
pachaz. of amaniec information whici we are prex.rang to seid out of .as.ington. 
we thir: it i.2il te seit out once eacil weex, it will not be long. . . it wll be 
thics. « e.ut is .ill ce tough, true ana terrific. 

i heve wrranged ior you, by using the attic.ied coupon, to ve placed oi che 
origi:.a: list of ii.cividuals to receive the girst copy of this was.di:cton, u.Ue, 
edition, 

20 .2l..tain and pay wie saiary of cur uishington starr will reocuire a 
considerable sun of itoney. rurtiier.ore, it will require that + te in «wasidi..ton 
much nore than + have been neretofore, scven so, ive plan to bring tiis .asidinyton 
dispatcn within reacn of the donators to tris crusade, 

This is our plan —- (1) Publish the letter once each week ~ (2) Seal the 
letter securely - (3) Send it first class mail, postage 3¢ ~ (4) Read this carefully: 
to you who setid un a donation of ¥10 or more, using the atvached coupon, we will send | 
the letver for cine year. vo you who send in less then »lO, we will dispatch you this 
letwer one nonth for each yl you enclose, 

lou Wwio can convribute liore than <10, please do not Limit your contribution 
this month to lO. uwzhis would be a caélanity, because you must remeaber that upon 
your convributions do we depend for the regular expense connecteu with the main- 
tenance of our headquarters in vetroit and uasiington, 

Uur procran is planned on feith. suture acitiviiies are arranged not on the 
basis of money in hand, but on the basis of money we imow you will give. vor instance, 
we operate con sucn a silall reserve thet if you failea to resiond to this letter, and 
everyone else did the same, then we would be compelled to close our headcauarters here 





and in weriinstor, an ismiss our help. 

LT snow, however, cnt you will not fail me, ‘thererore, 1 am planning a 
bigger and more co:wsrenensive progran o. activities than ever vefore. I know 
that as long as 1 carry on and consume the money you contribute on the prograrn 
of activity for which you give it, that you, and others Like you, will contribute 
each month. 

Let me warn you: Do not fail to fill out the atiachec coupon and rush it to 
Ne in oruer that you may ve enrolled on the original washington v.C., List. In 
this way you wll be sure to receive the first loadeu letter wizich we will send 
out frou the .ation's vapital. 

ihe rezson 4 an not giving tie nages or informers anu inteliisent friends 
who wili nelp supply the facts to be containec in this letter, _s to save tial 
from incense persecution, srurthermore, if I do not reveal tieir names and protect 
their confidence, tiey will be able to gather more of the sort of inforuation for 
which you and others are hungry. 

Ander this .etter imieciatel rill out tie coupon carefulsy. .ush it by 
air mail, if necessary, in order tnat you may ve enrolied on the washington letter 
list at the euriiest possivle moment, and in orcer that the money you enclose will 
acconplish the grzsatest goud. she day will cotie wnen you will be >roud and thank- 
ful tnet you helvea to found the first redl iiationalist newsletter to be published 
in sashinton, ue 

Io camt on you. 1 aenvend upon your patriotisn. 1 trust in your courageous 
and sacriricél support. 1 know you will not let me coin. 





oincerely yours for God and vountry, 


CD 
VEWALD La. SITH 


Let courege have its reward. 
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4-8 OY ved cied Hai sees Anfocnstlon ase for ape posta dlheraare Nas 
Field Divia’on are photostatic ap ighe tndad ced 4 ebruary — 15,5", 
ca; tianed, “Courage Rewarded,” which Seith axpeare to Brortpald the 
prese:t e From an ecoination of this form aieler 4h 1c cote Ont sae 
states in the Mfth paragraph on page one that thay are opening headquarters for 
a Net‘ -nal Drergency Committees and a Nationalist Lobby in Washington, D. C, 


eo The Washington Field Division should be on the alert for any Indication 
“ that such @ Rational‘ st headquarters is actually established by Saith in the 
Dietzint of Columbia. No active Invest! gat!on should be conducted in this 
connection, Uowr-er, it is desired that arrancenents be cade through inforcants 
for the Washington Fis'd Divis'cn to be promptly advised of the opening of moh 
headgiarters. 


The Sur-an has bee. advise’ thit the Detro’t Police Deraertzcnt is 
invest' cating the activities of Ceorgs Yous, who was a candidate for office on the 
Apexica First Party ticket ‘n the rotent elections, Yose ‘s rerorted to be 
located in the Statler Hotel at Detro't where he is engaged in n oryani sing a 
at‘onalist Yeterane Orgarisation., Th's information relat! ve to Yose and his 
Vities sho ld be of assistance to you in your further investigat! an of the 
toned matter, 


= Washington ALL INFORMAT! on 
HERES {8 Gini! 
DATE _zo/2/#2_ BYst-rs0e“ 
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Office Memorandum ° JNITED ST TES GOVERNMENT 


/ 


TO : Director, FRI * i ‘ (A \ DATE: March 5» 1945 
\ \ 
-®. 7. FROM; SAC, Detroit | f i 
SUBJECT: _ GERALD L. K, SMITH . \ Mies 3 VV . 
(AMERICA FIRST PARTY = i780 vy 
INTERNAL SECURITY a 
SEDITION ae 


Supplementing our recent letter relative to the 
meeting which ject SMITH is to hold in Chicago in the 
near future, 






It is requested that the Chicago Field Division 
meke arrangements to obtain adequate coverage of this meeting 
through informants and submit a report thereof at an early 

, date. In accordance with the past policy in the handling of 
the Subject's meetings, it is pointed out that mo agent should 
attend this meeting but that the coverage should be effected. 
solely through informants. 
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UNITED Sia:co GOVERNMENT 


oT 'TIDARD FORM NO. 64 


Oyfice Memur andum 


« 


To : Director, FBI DATE: Mareh 9, 1945 


S7rom : SAC, Detroit _ 


SUBJECT: GBRALD L, Ke “SMITH 


ry “VAMERICA FIRST PARTY \ 
~ INTERNAL SECURITY ; 
SEDITION AIR MAIL - SPECIAL DELIVERY 


‘ 


The Detroit Police Department advised this morning that 
a@ report had been received from Chicago to the effect that an unknown 
follower of SMITH had been murdered and crucified in Chicago last night 
or early today. Subsequent accounts of thgs incident in the Detroit papers 
indicate that the individual was one rad ScHER of Chicago; that he was 
apparently the leader of some sort of cult; and that he was not murdered 
but was only injured and is still alive, and that the police of Chicago 
have some doubt as the authenticity of the incident, 
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SYAY, GERALD L. K. SMITH, INTERNAL SECURITY - - SEDITION, REFERENCE MY 
LETTER DATED MARCH TENTH LAST ADVISING THAT SMITH 18 TO SPEAK AT A 
RALLY UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY COMMITTEE To BE 

HELD ON THE EVENING OF MARCH FIFTEENTH NEXT AT TEMPLE HALL, CHICAGO. 
LENGTHY ARTICLE. IN CHICAGO TRIBUNE TODAY REFLECTS THAT MORE THAN ONE 
HUNDRED TELEGRAMS WARNING OF POSSIBLE BLOODSHED IF SMITH 1S PERMITTED 
TO SPEAK HAVE BEEN RECEIVED BY THE PLASTERERS UNION, AFL, WHO RENTED THE 
HALL To CHICAGO ATTORNEY, ay 

OF THE UNION WHO ACTED_1N-BeWALE OF THE UNION IM RENTING THE 
HALL STATES THAT RENN TOLD THE UNION THAT SMITH WAS GOING TO 
DISCUSS THE POLISH QUESTION, BUT HE SUBSE QUENTLY LEARNED THAT SMITH 4 - 
WAS TO SPEAK ON NATIONALISM, SMITH REPORTEDLY TELEPHORED THE | 
DIRECTORS OF THE UNION YESTERDAY AND SAID THAT HIS PREPARED SPEECH WAS 
TEVOID @RMNERE OF STATEMENTS OFFERSI YE TO RACIAL oR Ec, Feb. 
AND SUGGESTED TO ER HAT THE UNION APEDINT eo od SIT ON 
THE PLATFORM WITH AUTHORITY To sToP THE MEETING AT FRE FAST oBuecT. i 
be lisboun, | ha NEWSPAPER ACCOUNT sare as PROTESTS AGAINST THE 
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PAGE Two 
MEETING WERE ALSO MADE BY re £utcaco COUNCIL AGAINST RACIAL AND 
RELIGIOUS DISCRIMINATION, AHICAGO CIVIL LIBERTIES COMMITTEE, AND THE 
AB Nal B'RITH ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE. 





VOLUNTARILY TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED THIS OFFICE TODAY THAT THE UNION 

HAD RENTED THE HALL DIRECTLY 0 ay AND STATED THAT 7° 
THE UNION HAD BEEN FLOODED WITH CALLS FROM PERSONS EITHER APPROVING OR 
DISAPPROVING THEIR ACTION IN PERMITTING SMITH TO SPEAK. PLANS FOR 
COVERAGE OF MEETING OUTLINED IN REFERENCE LETTER WILL BE CARRIED OUT 

AND BUREAU AND DETROIT WILL BE IMMEDIATELY ADVISED OF ANY PERTINENT 
DEVELOPMENTS. 
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Office Memorandum ¢ UNITED STA7US cove want 


ae ‘ Director, FBI DATE: Merch 10, 1945 


FROM : SAC, Chicago 
| 
t é 
GERALD L. K. SMITH 
U AYERIGA FIRST PARTY 
INTIRNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION 


SUBJECT: 


ok 


Reference is made to a teletyoe from the Detroit office dated February 7, 
1945, and a letter from the Detroit office dated March 3, 1945, both of which 
pertain to @ projected speech by the subject to be given in Chicago. 





This office has effected arrangements whereby severel confidential 
informants of this office will be in attendance at the meeting and will furnish 
full written reports concerning the operations, activities, and persons in 
attendance. Tis office will thereupon immediately submit a report setting 
forth all of this informetion to the Bureau and the Detroit Field office. 


CC: DETROIT (2) AMSD 
ne. 2 - “STROIT 
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Office Memorandum * UNITED STA‘ BS GOVERNMENT 


i TO : DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: Warch 13, 1945 
CH“<PROM : SAC, Detroit 


SUBJECT: GERALD L. x curr 
» AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
FEDERAL CORRUPT PRACTICES ACT OF 1925 


BERN. DOMAN, former Secretary to the Subject SMITH, who left 
SMITH's\employ in November, 1945 and thereafter moved to Edcouch, 
Texas, hds now returned to Detroit and apparently will live in 
this city for an indefinite period, 


_~ 
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In view of the Bureau letter of January 30, 1945 and Detroit tele- 
type to the Bureau dated February 8, 1945 stating that DOMAN was 
no longer a resident of Detroit, the above information is being 
furnished for guidance in any further investigation of this matter, 
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GERALD L, KI curry Samer sca FIRST PARTY, FEDERAL CORRUPT PRACTICE: 

ACT OF NINETEEN TWENTY FIVE, REURLETS JANUARY THIRTY AND FEBRUAEY 

FIFTEEN, FORTY FIVE, REQUESTING INTERVIEW OF BERNARR DOMAN, BE 

ADVISED REPORT RECEIVED FRom WASHINGTON FIELD DIVISION COVERING 

INVESTIGATION THERE AND UNLESS ADVISED TO CONTRARY, EFFORT WILL 

BE MADE To LOCATE AND INTERVIEW DOMAN IN DETROIT IMMEDIATELY AFTER 

MARCH EIGHTEEN, FORTY FIvr, fo eee G7 
TP | GA a 7- - ie - oe. 
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Vas bl Gy Ke Seth ane -the auerica First Party. He made available the fol- 
lovine material which he advised he did not desira to be returned. He re- 
“nested that he be advised af the identity of instant material by letter, 
“eich has been done. It is noted that the complete correspondence between 
wengrsssman ANDERSON and S, ITH had -Dparently nct been retained by Congress- 
man «!DSRSON, The following qucted material as all that was available in 

i eke 


a 
a 
In), 


4 
ok 


ae .. carbon copy of a letter dated .ugust 29, 1944, to GaR.LD L. K. S.1TH, 
anerica First Party, from Chairman, Campaign Expenditures Committee, 
Rouse of Re crasentatives, 


in accordance with the crovisions of H. Res. 551, 7&th Congress, the 
Sjeciai committes apoointed pursuant thereto to investizate caroaien 
expendituras re ciests that trers De furnishee the following informa~ 
tion in revtards to collections of one: and exvenditures for and on 

genet. Of Canidates for nomingsion . and zlection to the House of Re- 


on eer ntatives: ana cancidates” eo pete nee and selection as Frasident 


i. Te amounts of money subscribed and contrivtuted, the value of 

Ss es rendered, ene the facilities sade availatle to or on behalf 
4 such cancidete ine 2 mn “ith any Suci cavpeign or fer the 
2 of influencing vot: or to te cast at any convention, 

. or cenéral 2lectio during the calendar wear 19L4. 


"2, Tha use of any othar mecns or influence for the surpose of aiding 
or in“lu2ncins= the neminction or 2lection 0° any such candidat 


"3 The asounts o” money recoived, ans from whom; th? amounts contri-~ 
cuted, sna te whom; th2 arounts ex-andes, and for vhom--anc any amounts 


rsc3lv3d--in connection “ith any such 2lections. 


Mh. The omcnnear and method of rcisinz such funds and of expending and 


or ihe nuture and purpose of such expenditur2,-="hether the funds con- 
tributed ars solicited from sour orzenization bv the candidates, or 
any on2 of tham or ware svant vith or without the knovrledes of the can- 
didates, 


"This information is, no Joubt, readil- av:ilctl2 in the records of 
Sur Cres igetion, Its 2srl* recsipt willl ts Belerul in comsleting informe= 
tion in the 2iles of the corittee. 


cc . af a Be oe ad so cme = 
Ma Copr a2 He Rasy: S51, mértioved eters, aneer iien tis con stes. ds 
seu0rized, > encloree tor cur anforetion. “ie eomithe 2 3. sseus: to: -held 
eu EeeS “On Gals: Sub jset Selves no end slscvion das" 
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Letter dated September 11, 1944, which is duplicate of abova quoted 
letter. 


Letter dated Septerber 11, lob, of GRID L. K. SOITH to Congressman 
CLINTON P. ..NDSRSON 


"In response to your letter of August 29, ill say we ere preparing 

the ensrers to your quastions. Our candidates for Fresident and Vice 
President spant no money in campaigning for the nominations, A care~ 
ful record is being kept of our campaign contributions and ex senditures. 
it will be a simple matter for us to answer any question vou desire 
concerning our sources of revenu2 end expenses of campaign funds," 


Letter dated November 25, 19h, to Gi-.LD L. K. S.tITH, sicned, "Chairman." 
This is a carbon copy. 


"in e.ecking the files of our Comnitt22, I do not find th=t you heve 
furnished information concerning exsenditur2s of the .merica First 
Pert: znd its predecessor from January 1, 19k to date cf election, 
end the only list of contributions in excess of 100 th:t ~we have on 
fils is a copy of the list furnished the Sencte Committee on Camprigen 

xpenditures, which you ~ere kind enouch to furnish to us. 


van 


"In the inforsetion furnished the San-te Committee, a conv of ~wrich 

you furnished us, it cppecrs that there were expenditures from Jenuary 
1, 194k, to Seotanber 1, 194, in a total emount of $39,370.65. There 
is no brsak<c0-n of this amount 2s is revuired under the Corrupt Prac- 
165s oct. It -ill be :pereciated if you can furnish the Committee de~ 
tciled information both as to this iter end «s to contributions cs is 
required under the Stetute 


Carbon capy of steee of Congressman ..*DSRSON to GER.LD L. K. S.ITH 
dated ‘ovember 30, 19h. 


"I have vour latter of November 25. I do not know cnthins about the 
material thet altar Vinch2ll hes been uSinz in his broadezst. «as a 
Setter of fact the item you r2fer to “ss used by him on Noverber 12 
& time vnen I ves out on a ranch in Kev »exico, a long distance from 
even radio, so I didn't hear ~het he said. 


> ¢b 


"Therefora, when I returned to Yeshington I asked for a copy of his 
bro.deast for Novanber 12 an“ his cormmant is th:t vour Party failed to 
comply with the lev involved in the Corrupt Practices act, He said, 

"he anderson Co mittea claims Srith's orgenization is purely; political. 
Up to now, hovevar, nothinzs hes been don2 about it or Gerald Orith, “hy 
is tois? If rou or vour “Af2 perked your car ovartime, you ould 2ither 
cay a fine or ro te jail, “That makes a rabble rouser such cs Gerald L. K. 
Si ith imauns fron any lov? heat intluence bos he anys? «6s one of the 
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vole2s on the air—for ths ser and women wio have none--I intend to find 
out. Unless, of course, Cong. Anderson's ~onderful comnittee scoops me,! 


"Of course the situation is tnet you are required to file certain types 
of reports. The law required this and not ony special committee of the 
congress. If you fail to file those re vorts the proper investizating 
committees have to certify that information to the Attorney General who 
may or miy not take some action about it. But I don!t think vou should 
be distressed by thet fact because 1 feel sure you will want to file a 
proper Listing of expenditures. 


"an exe mination was made of + 
port to the renee on th? 
just come from the printer t 


~ 


hej ‘riends of Damocracy and there is a rée- 
sturece of their revenue. The 2aring has 
his. worning end I am enclisin-e 2 copy for 

your information." 


Deseniber 16, 19hh, rom CLIMTON P. ANDERSON, Chairman, 


6. T dated 
7 DG. Ke. Sally, Ponder, 


eles a 
O SER 


"Statanent of contributions and arpenditures filed ‘vith the Senate Can- 
peicr txpendituras Committee s* oring en expenditure of $39,000 plus does 
d+ 


not agr3e rit statement file vith Clork of House November 2h shoving 
ex>enditur2 of $10,000 plus. Please furnish explanation and comelate 
information by wednesday next." 


ie Telesram deted Deceriber 19, > 9hh, from rODERT 37 LA:TBERT, Cierk to 
GERsaLD L. EK. SMITH, Found:r. 


"Campaign @xpenditures Corsittee trving to close its effairs and make 
final ¥ report. Ploase os aa Statanart of complete contributions and 
skpondcitures and explanation o ee auc in statement filed vith 
Sencte G@omnittee and with Clerk of douse," 

oP Telegram dated December 20, 1l9bhL, from R. 2 puacor, Clerk, te GERALD 
L. Ke S.ITH, Founcer. 


Wlelegran sent you December 19 was upon direction of Chairman ANDERSOR. 
Our Committee finishes its work next week enc cannot “sit longer for 
your resort. Particularly for clarification of discrepancy bet-reen 

39,000 expenditure listed in renort to Senate Comittee and 410,0C0 
listed with House Clerk. Henriizs at Detroit only alternative if re- 
port not received.- 


S. Tvo page originel letter of GEALD L. K. GYITH to Congressman ANDERSON 
dated December 19, 194k. 


"Your telegram dated December 16 vas rec2zived tha same day. On the 
afternoon of ae L6éth, as you will recall, I telephoned you commenting 


lps 


100~8),86 
on th3 telegram, and this letter is pursuant to that telephone call. 


"It was my understandine when I appeared before your Committee that you 
desired the information “re forvvarded you, which was a duplicate of thet 
“hich vas requestad by the Gr2en Comittee. 


Wihan re reported to the Clerk of the House we made the breakdown in $10 
exvenditures and $100 sifts from the first of September on. As you will 
recall, the america First Party as a political party sesking the elsc- 
tion of Federel officials care into b2ins September 1. 


"Prior to that we had existed as <n orvanization committee for the pur- 
-0Se of educating our constituents on the formation of a party. ‘Tie had 
contributed no noney and given no support to the election of any Federal 
officials, 


"ovevar, as I told you over the telephone, we are happy to cooverate 
mith you 100%. Jt is our feelinc that wa heve fulfilled the reauire- 
ments of the Corrupt Practices Act, but “= are only too happy to go 
further with you in helping you to fulfill your resnonsibility to the 
CongresSe 


"You “lll recall thet I told vou over tne telephone that tn: man who is 
Sariliar vith all of these firures is out of th2 city. Furthermore, he 
nas suffered a positive reacti 
ave the city and have hi 

treatmant,. 


ion to TB anc it has been necessary for hin 
Ss ee collapsed and Submit hims2lf to spe- 


- fore, it vill reauire some little tine for us to prepare the neces- 
Sary breakdowm for your oles the raceipts of our special america 
First orzanization committee fron January 1 to SL starber 1, 194l. As 
you will recsll, I seeredaed this to vou over the telephone and I now 
put. ib in writing. 


roint, ee Mir, Anderson, not as 2a substitute for 4 re- 
r your om: coneciencs in the mtter ana an. support. of. our 
¥.. aA Stud? of the. anount end nature of our monthly expendi- 


intezrit 

iMate Lek cet biases (Paki JOR Eh eg OP ie could BRE, ee on ee I an, Cee ie eth at 
PUloeo 22 Bl. LL On woPpbslulby + Of, ©OuULG SLbil ad Cereal perecst:: DEES Ot 
reduction in th2 total be consid areca an average for the year as it 
perteins to vroportionete amounts spent for postag>, mailing, handling, 


"In other ords, with the excestion of a few big meetines hich entailed 
cditional expsnse during the political campaign this fall, our routine 
xpenditwr3s prior to Septenscer l wer: on ebout the same order. Be 


assured, ir. Anderson, that -r2 h alae record of Seen GT enn es 
ann a ~™ Mt} ~” 
cel lhe x 
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10. 


"I have no desire to ask for any favors, but added %o the loss of a man 
by sickness, our second man in point of responsibility hes been drafted 
izss than three w2eks ago. This means that the additional figures you 
requzst will have to be prepared by a clerk entirely new to the pro- 
cedure. 


"Trusting that this letter ansvers your telegram of December 16, I re- 
main 


/s/ GERALD L. K. SKITH 


*"P.S. In case there is any question concerning the fact that the gen- 
tleman referred to as stricken ‘rith TB, I will be glad to furnish a 
doctor's cartificate. I make this suggastion in order that you may 
be assured thut there was no <libi involved." 


Origine! letter of GERALD L. K. SMITH to Congressman ANDERSON dated 
December 20, 194, in which he points out that kr. JALTERX INCHELL 
is financed by a rational corporation. , 


"ar. jolter “jinchell by the use of an expensive radio netvork has in- 
dulged in political campaignin~ across the years. at the very time 
that Iwas being called to appe-r before your Committee and make 
other reports concerning ny political activities, Mr. Winchell was 
indulging in bitter political and partisan ettacks upon me, our Party, 
end my cendidacy. He also participated in a campaign to defeat out- 
Standing members of Congress and the United States Senate. 


"fay I point out to you that Mir. VYINCHELL is financed by a national _ 
corporation. May 1 further point out to you that it has been my im= 
pression that it was illezal for a national corporation to contribute 
directly or indirectly to the support of political campaigners. 


"ZT would not call your attention to this incident vere it not for the 
fact that Mr. Winchell in self-righteousness insists thet you and 
others exect from me a pound of flesh and make me the victim of the 
letter of the law rather than the spirit of the law. 


"Consider the fact that the Democrats and Republicans both admit a total 
expenditure of neerly $40,000,000, not comtinz money sent indirectly, 
locall:, ete. shy should I, ith mv little comnittee, existing on 
nickels and diz.cs, be made th victim of netion-wide ettacks by a man 
like ur, Winchell “ho is financed in his political excorixtions by a 
national corporation? 
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"I have no advice to offer your Comittesa, but + have consulted vell 
inforiued intivicuzls and tt 2° t3ll ma that my point is veil and 
funcasentclls taken. Suities it to say, I chafe under the thought 
that I must be put under « icroscop2 of interrogation, while a man 
2iks «inchell is not even questioned concerning his use of corvorate 

~sslth to undervrite his poiitiesl <nd pxrtisan attacks." 


al. Jndated miamorandux. to Congressmen aNDERSOM concerning america First 
rurty report sttached to “hich ae 2 Fosort in “hich -GaRilD Eb. Ks, Sel 
Stites is correct "to ths bast of our kno<ledge." It is noted tht 
tuis report is msde on bond pzper rather than on th2 origin:1 form 
VeLCM Ves. Si o0SS9) to: “0s son Pillsa ouky “Cosiss of this retsricd 
"Lith ank ane attacned Fill be trensmitted to thy Suresu and De- 
tro, “Fi eld Division <s enciosur2s to this report. 


12. Cosies of explanatory cerorancurs in 


C ies of amoric~ First Porty 
exvenditures for Septercar 1, 19lh, 


ugh Noverber 7, 194. It is 


. 7 * —“~ 
noted Seb Ul 2hT Oren on ee Soe wets aveLlcoble in the File Cierk'ts 
Gffice in the douse cf Nanrosentetives «nd -:ill be sot out in instant 


- 


a3. wongressc.in .. DSESON also sade svailcela three copies of t1: Sees 
S2fore tne Comittee Ta Investivets Om.paien Expandituros, House of 
Ropressnuctives, sAich included tastisonm an the czss of 2iralD Le KK. 
S 2UHs 2 ‘Copy of tis “ill G2 crans.itted te the Surziu 2nd Detroit 
DieLa ViILesor end ons" t Ub a Yat Sn Sd ae Sas Pi las oF this OP ties, 
COnersec in, «,. DESO: Ss vissd. tivet. Dr. s.cesfsi 2708, Hzad of the 
fanti-Nezi Leazuc, 165 °.. h6th otrest, Nx» York City, Ne York, nad snd is be- 
‘lieved to have s girl planted in th? offic2 of GER.LD L. Kk. ScITH. Congress- 
aoa) war JetoOn, Strt-ed Sact ns b lieved tost Dr. SasLTON sight 52 parsurded te 
furr.ish the idantitr of this individusl. 
Tne ToLtie tine Vaterial vas wede aveilable be ars. 2ZRJ0f.: “IDF, 
Sile-tler. in the Bive Cisrk's Or ics, Hous’ of Kepressntetives. 1. =o noted 
wi:t urs. DODD acvised that photostestic coviss could not be mede of «.is 
ae 


"ha SRICA FIRST P.RTY (lotterhecd paper) 
GaR..LD L. K. S. ITH 

FOURD 
Octobar 16, 19uh 


toe 


ne SCOLt Mfri:ble 
ork of the Hous: of “2present2ztives 


2Shington, D. Ge 


ae 


m 
sf 


Bey rt eciee 


"Dear sr. Trimble: 


"Twas nominated <s candidate for fF esident of the United States on the 
anerica First Ticket at the Nation:1 Convention of the america First Party 
on august 30, 19likh. I was qualified 2s a Nominee on September 1, 194. Be- 
ween Se.tetser 1 and 10 no money “as spent for the direct purpose of getting 
votes for me, but the America First Party, which beca:e a national entry on 
aurust 29, 19, collected end spent money during this period. Therefore, 
upon the advice of tne Congressionsl Comittee on Canpaizn dxpenditures 
nesded by Resresentative Clinton P. anderson, I am raporting to you the re= 
c2ipts and exsanditures of the awerics First Farty for th-t period as a 
deconstration of good faith end on the assumption thet it is difficult to 
difrersntiate between my candidacy and the activities of the Purty. 


"The seme will appl: to mr. Harry Romer, St. denry, Onio, cancidste for 
Vice President. 


eo 
ca 
ct 
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ved is the information referred to. 
/s/ GERaLD L. K. S:JITH" 


"Zemo Concerning america First Party Receipts end Exvenditures 
From Septambe er 1, 19LL, Through September 10, 194h. 





NExsenditures of $10 or more: 


"Eobassy Press, Detroit (printing) pd. 9=-5=Ll 1:200.00 
Gregory, a hes & Tnom, Detroit (sencil) ed. 9-5=hy 10530 
luichigan Bell Telephone Co,, Detroit, pd. 9-2-L}; 105.30 
Stendard Faper Co,, Detroit (ozcer) ad. 9-2-Lh 2U 306 
urs. Devid Stanley, Cleveland (nail oe pd. 9-7=U1, 60.00 
Cherles liadden, Pittsburgh (hall rent) pd. 9-8-LL 40.00 
Detroit Leland Hotel, Detroit, (rent) pa. 9-7 87.52 
ace Paver Co. Detro t (oper) pd. 9= ai 12.50 
Michigan Bell Beisenone Co., Detroit, pd. 9-8=lil 11.25 
A. B. Dick Co. (stencils) pd. 9-8-Lh 12.93 
George T. Foster, Chicago ( hall rent) pd. 9-9-bh 50.00 
Serre, Inc. Detroit (phote eng.) pd. 9-8-h; 13.80 
acne Letter Service, Detroit (cut tting stencils) cd. 9+9-Ly L750 
eee Inc., Detroit (photo eng.) pd. 9-9=Lh Be et 
wmbessy Press, Detroit (printing) pd. 9-9-4) 100.00 
aacauley Office Supply, Datroit pd. 9-9-Lh 211.06 
Cerre, Inc., Detroit (photo eng.) ed. 9-8-Lh 10.9 
Post.ge, pd. 9=1~ly 375.00 

Totel ele ve 
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"Other Expenditures: 


*576.0k 


$2,828, 28 


$687 63 


"wailing, stampin-, handling 
2xpenditures of less than $10 26.52 
Total #6L0.56 
TOTAL FAID OUT $2,038.18 
Balance on hand 9-11-L4 789.80 
"receipts 
"Contrisbuvions: (Betseen Peptember 1 and 10, 1944) 
"Contributions of $100 or rore 000,00 
Other contritutions 687.63 
*Balence on nhend 9-+1-hh 2140.65 


Total 42,828, 28 


#3: lence is money “hich vas turned over to the americs First Party 
by Th32 america First Party Or-snizine Committee." 


"November 2h, 19h 


tr. South Trimble 

Office of the Clerk 
mous? of Representatives 
washington, D. C. 


"The America First Folitic:l rerty can3 into existance sugust 31, 19Lh. 
Compaign expenditures of tne Farty and netionrvide campazien of Geral 

L. K, Smith, Presidential candidate zre therefore sumrarized in the at- 
nached memorandun. 


"The attached memorandum covers the c:riod from September 1 through 
Li er 7, 19uh. 


/s/ GERALD L. K. SITH" 
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"November 24, 1944 
tomo: 


"The attached report is besed on figures assamtled by Bernard A. Doman. 
Late in October iir. Doman, “nen examined bv a psysician, showed a posi- 
tive reaction to tuberculosis. It ves necessary for him to go under the 
doctor's care, involving the collapsing of his lung and his retirement 
from active ork. 


".r. Doman therefore delegated the preparation of this memorandum to a 
mamber of the staff. This involved soma slight delay, which, of course, 
in no way should reflect upon the intent of tn2 comrittee to fulfill its 
otligetion to the letter." 


"Amarica First Party Expenditures - Sentembar lst, 194 -- Novembar 7, 1944 


Postage $ 1,865.00 
Hotel Expenses 553.0h 
T2lephone 357.05 
Railroad Expenses 736.81 
noll Rentals 674800 
ligvspaper Advertisements 369.36 
crinting & Paper 3,009.8 
Expenses of Geo. VYose 139.97 
-@iling, stamping of literature by 
RB. A. Doman and staff 2 ,L75620 
wiscallensous 4srynenses 209.00 
$ 10,000.92 
To Gerald L. K. Smith 953.00 
# 10,953.92 
"Total Expenditures $10,953.91 
"Zalance om hand November 7th, 19L4 23.19 


$10,978.10 
"tauerica First Party recsipts - Sept. lst, 19l4h -= Nov. 7th, 19LL 


Donations and meetine collections $10,978.10 


Total Receipts vlLO,976.10 


ane 


VFO 100-8486 
"'Ryrscnditures of $10.00 Or Kore tAmerica First Party 


"Printing & Paper 


"Standard Paper Co. Detroit, michigan ° 72.02 
Aem2? Paper Co., Detroit, ich. 269.02 
Cerra Inc., Detroit, kich. 124.56 
acne Latter Shop, Detroit, kiich. 25437230 
makassy Press, Detroit, ich. 19.60 
Campbell Letter Shop, Detroit, wich. 2.18 


+ 3,069.18 


7T 


Nlewspuper sadvertisa:snts 


“Saginay Nevs, Savinay, Kich. » 102.8) 
rontiac Press, Pontiac, Mich. 125.80 
rduron News, Bad Axa, kich. 16.30 
nuron County trioune, 520° Axe, ich. 23.452 
K-lamuzoo Gazette, falamazoo, Lich. 101,20 

2 369.36 
*Hall Rentels 

"George foster, Chicego, Ill. % BO 
Kiel Auditoriun, St. Louis, iio. 70.00 
J3ffarson Mell, ilaukee, Tis. 27.00 
Public Auditorium, Cleveland, Ohio 77.00 
Kleinhans “usic Hall, Buffelo, N.Y. 65,00 
Alcazar suditorium, S2ltinors, hid. . 50.00 
Cericeve. Uibrar ,. Fitvsboreh, Pr. 5,00 
Book-Cadillac Hotel, Detroit, “ich. 82.50 
City suditorium, Seginay, Eich 20.00 
xasonic Temple, Kalamazoo, Mich. 30.00 
Book=Cadillac dotel, Detroit, Mich. 57-50 

W 574.00 
"dotel Sxpenses 

"Blackstone Hotel, Chicago, Ill. e 97230 
Nicollet Hotel, inneapolis, ivinn. 37620 
Schroeder Hotel, kilvaukee, “iis. 3110 
Statler Hotel, St. Louis, io. 36632 
Statler Hotel, Cleveland, Ohio 90.30 


2172 
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"Statler Hotel, Buffalo, New ‘York 
Pennsylvania Hotel, Ne York City, N.Y. 
B2llevue-Startford Hotel, Philadelshia, Pa. 
Statler Hotel, Vashington, D. C. 
me Penn, Pittsburgh, Pe. 

“wenonah Hotel, Sev City, Lich. 
irvtin Hotel, 3ad axe, kuich. 

Nev Eurdick Hotel, Kelamazoo, 1 ich. 


1D - Tz 


llroai axpenses 


tC 


ct 


roit - wirnszcolis 

nngapolis - uilvaukee 

weuke2 « Chicago 

- 5t. Louis 

t, ace - Richmond, Ind. 

ichsond ~ Claveland 

rLeveland - Buffalo 

uffalo - ior York Cit: 

ier fork City - Philadelphia 
Philadelphia ~- Vashington, D. C. 
‘Yashington - 3eltimore - Wwashinzton 
washington + Pittsburgh 

Fittsburzh - Detroit 

=is¢, Exps (Tart, Tiss, Porters, étc.) 


7 Re bee 
fo 2 

© 

gs 

HY 

oO 


f 


ty oD an oF 


lated 


+ 


"Telephones Expenses 


WAst] Pealeshone Co., Detroit, wich. 
id ’ ’ 





iatne, Pennsylvania 
WiLGSEO,y Lid. 


ine: 
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212 forezoing report has beer compiled to the beast of 
* ae) ae = _ Boe 
an. 2arrors “which may 62 harein contsine : ar2 clerical 
x ws aAaAnma Many racant eaten! 7 £..9 wo mAs Nae ant at 3anna 
dal ts Looe Lopl eoveil ttit ot ALSPSLTSSSNACAL LIONS. 


"This report was mace by m2 from figures compiled by B 


/s/ Don Lohbeck"! 


S55 


$ 


9,10 
46.97 
26.95 
93.63 
53.53 
12.10 

4.50 
12.14 
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w ADJet 
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98.66 
59,10 

Te33 
4.0.35 
50.36 
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15.5h 
79.73 
Byars) 
2):.90 
16.006 
60.15 
0.29 


11.00 


36.81 


57-05 


39891 


115.00 
100.00 
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A. Doman, 
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“House of Reoresentatives 
Clerk's Office 


"January 19, 19h5 


tur, Gerald L. K. Smith 
anerica First Party 
P.O. Box 59 


Detroit, kichnigan 
"Dear Sir: 


"This will acknowledge receipt of your statenent of receipts and ex- 
pencitures, as Treasurer of the above Comittee, for tne period ended 
12/31/huy, filed in this office nursuant to the Federal Corrupt Practices 
act of 1925, 


/s/ South Trimble 
Clerk of the House of Representatives" 


"America First Party 


Cerale L. K. Smith 
Founder 


"Post Uffice Box lS9 
Detroit, HMichizan 
January 13, 1945 


relort of the Aserica First Party from November 7 through 


slicht delay, as per our letter to you on January 5S, 19b5, is cue to the 
treat the one charz2d witn tne keepine of this account as drafted in 


/s/ GERALD L. K. SIITH" 


Sic 


se FIRST ee 3 der eee 
mO¥~e Ty 19k, - 1, 19L5 


"Printiny and Paper o dyer oas0 
's>casey Press 296.03 
acm> Paper Co. 35.10 
~2eCe Sint ine 


stor Caristiarsen 109.75 


Mio ene a) 6 


"ocok - Cadillac dotel, gn-lish Rm. 32.50 
Weele*sone 
Wich, B31l Tslevhons Co. 181.90 
"Fosta~e : Lg 5e9e 19 
waliin~, nanclin- and Express Bey ier 
isc. Exsonses 203.h2 
Grand Total $ £,423.L9 
Neeceinus For hors 7 sirouza Dee. 32, olay ~ 5,991.62 
On :and Nov. 7, 19h) ae aE 
S. eyOli.2d 
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"Tne atove revort hus been compiled t: 





‘ 9 the best of our ability. Any 
errors yeh. ay be herein contsinci ara clerical and in no case re>resent 
Srzoresentati 
wnsel for the Special Committee to Investi- 
cownonly referred to as the Green Committee, 
Teena ator for instant comnuittes, made bie 
~2 Tile concerning GERALD L. K. SITH and th: America First 
L 2 7 


eb bes follovinz meteriai wnich is s 
2 srbinent to instant mativer. 


“TFO 100+3186 


1 Levees 
i945. 
"Tnoare was addressed to you on October 23, lolh, a questionnaire for 
velmitteae requestin?s information rarerding the receipts and exoendi 
2 ederation for Amsricanization. 


RS 
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de a : 
i. 
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es 
Hew 
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ry 


Wura is no record in this office of having received the executed f 
ree) _JOU- ae dun iest.:- 5 33 fort is erclosed with th: reguest tna 


est ions lite) a k (i) tae Sates be 


4+ 
be supplied not La 7 than January 22, 19 
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ant 3 eek vac r 2 
iy United Statss Senate 
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4 Jome ~ nm Ow lee ‘ + “ = ° 1 a 
richizen is a ands For sen information this orzeniz: rm 103 
ce ere _ ae : : ae Tsasane Ra a eee See TH 4 
cortratues t> ths carnation fund of se> policicsl candicstes, It as 
Be = 2 . t rad ye cae . = . 
curietly 2 non=—ftrtisan, educutionel ertanization. 


Bleed. oe. ee a Ie Sy AiG eS SY SS oe e i on, ors, een ore Ly 
velisves. et Lae ees oan Techer cur Pimms Teer pelscvs, Fok 
Ore, L.A Mapa To ebonsrets tn rou te “Veleine to: Patti the a= 
SpOGS i as ae or. Poe Coeait tse, 


Tetavs (te. "Ls 


rez Raia AL: PS 
wvucry, da Deer ccsr,, 2s e6 Gy mitean; — Se to fill out thre ble 
A Ou Sa US ae ee oe 


fal 


ere) nec2ssar for en exchanzs Of corre 
: wad nm officer af tas Federa 


OQ 
1.4 
ma 


tet is our onminion that tne Fadaration do2s net come within tha ree 

sponsibility of -rour Comnittea, ‘nat there is no in*’ormation rou see 

“ric. any nHonorabl> orvanizetion should desire to hids. narefore, 
m. PSCOMnendehe Ls toe Os Ficers Of tid Peaeration. thet ties presare 
sport “Shien will sanswer the questions contained in the formas vou ma 


r 
to 2 danusry id, 


it be conpleted i: Rava 22, Ther2fore, I ask an 
piv, “Oseiine ats + folloving st-tement of fact. 


Bee 


fu 
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or Prom. nOosR e 7 Yiveray to lr. ~“ZRalD L. K. SUITH dated January le, 


this 
tures 


orm 
t 
Lo, 


Na} 
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wae 


reed with tha re- 


115 


“OS 


spond- 


Toei ea 


al 
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iled 
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00-886 


by 


mse of the fact thet the on: chargad ine tho utente of 
ing racords of the Federation for the year 19l)., hes just been . 
ter, it will require? about tvo weeks oe the proper exchange of —“ 
correspond vee snd preparation of detail. <ithin cbout two wweks I 

2m Sura that woe report could be comoleted and on its viax to vou. 

if, however, this is unsatisfactorr, “2 can xeil you 2 reoort by the 
22nd of Dee “ith the resa usta on thet wa nave the right to amend 
it efter further detail has been developed through our compatriot, who 
is now Oub. Cf the city. 
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"I vould also like reply to tha fclloving inquiry: 


"Som2 montas azo I petitioned vour Committee to investizate certain 
orzaniza*‘jions which I a>solutaly kne to b2 s.anding money and conduct—- 
in~ caiyaizns in opposition to my candidacy for the residency on the 
aAnSYPic®. First Party ticket. To date I hav: received no recognition of 
tals dacuir, othzr than a brief reslr t: the effect that rou recsived 
mr Laster. 


"Is *t your purpose to heve any more public hearings “rithin th 
a3 


3 
future? If so, I should lik2 to appear before your Committee and make 
Coruain racomiendetions for Lecislation desling ~tith certain types of 


coer 


‘gcommendations, I shall be henpy to appzer in person, if it 


z 


t 
fromaranda grouos in amarica. If your Committes is ~rilling to hear ny 
+ 


cally possible. If this is not possibla, vrould you be willine 
c2ive a vrritten r2commendation from m2 concarning these artters 


"Believe ms, I shell epprecizte e prompt reply to this letter. 
"52 it understood thet if it will facilitate vour vork, we shell do ie 
in our povar to get the ranort in the mail by the snd. ray 6 yee brs Oyo) 

12V2 a Letter from you widening tne latitude in this matter, I am sure 
Lie officers of tha Fed3ration vill appreciate it. 


"as you ontertain the complaints of rv 
overnment mesons and government comm 


_ 


1v 
CLONS: SESiNSv mr SaLVvistisn, Stee, cy L 


y 


Ss, “ho constantly visit 
2es, making litslous accusa- 
remine you of the folloving. 


(2 


"ay oniy son, Gerald L. K. Smith, re; hea six vaars of military trair~ 


ia 


inz. at age 18 he wes inducted into the Service and beccre a Buck Fri- 


vete 'mule skinner,! de res teizan to the Burma theater. Ther3 he 
voluntesrad for a suicide engazanent in “hich mor2 than 200 out of 300 
men vore killed. His citations nox includ: the Purnle Asart, the Sil- 
ver Sbar, the Yrasidential Ci pow ance Nus2rous othsr r2co- “nitions 
for heroic service. AS. is noz 2 Burma hospital." 
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' 
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3. Letter fron. OSERT T. KURPHY to Mr. GERALD L. K. SEITH dated JaNpARY,, 
195 7 é 


"l wishgto acknowledge receipt of your letter of January 15th relative 
to theffFederation of Americenization of Michigan. It is noted that 
you definitely stete that this Committee neither received nor expended 
any funds on behalf of any political party. In the absence of any evi- 


danc2 to tha rantram arAasin ctotamant Ja arnrartoA ae rSei. to tho ine 
Wha Whe d Cli Fy JwMet VUUEVANVLAw Ae GSP CG 4 PL Wiis debe 


quiry. It will not be necessarv, therefore, for this organization to 
file tne questionnaire form which was directed to you. 


ae rence to. Conant filed by vou, I wish to inform you that the in- 
Stitative powers of this Coanittes expired as of December 31, 19hh, 
and, at Re oresent time, we are ensaged only in the assimilation of 
facts tor tie Ssreparation of 2 r2port for Concress," 


4. Letter from GERALD L. K. SiITH to the Special Committee to Investigate 
Presidential, Vice Yrasidential, and Senatoricl Campaign “ penditures 
19uy, United Stetes Senate, aashington, D. C., attention iir. ROBERT T. 
MURPHY, Counsel. 


"Thanks for your letter of Januzry 18. I stand read to cooperate with 
you at anv time.™ 


Inguir: by Special Azent 


i 
number Aticntic-3598 is listed to Ralrs -. ASROAN, ARRAN, 1921 
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The material set out in this re; ort which was furnished by Conzgress-—- 
man ANDERSON and mr. ROGERT T,. MURPHY is being retained in the files of the 
“Yashington Field Division. 


@nclosure to: Bureau 
Detroit 


Undated memo to Conzressii:n ANDERSON initialed GLKS, attached 
to which is a copy of answers to questionnaire for Indepen- 
dent rolitical Committees with blank questionnaire attached 
and copy of appendix meno also initialed GLKS. 


Copy of Hearings Before The Committee To Investigate Cam- _ 
paign adxpenditures, douse of Representatives dated October 


oe 19h. 


TFO 100-3486 _ 


UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


Muay 


THE PET YORK FIELD DIVISION 





At. New York City 


eemed advisable, contact 





this report is being desienated for the San Antonic 
i aSmuch é@S tnere is investigation to be con- 
hat office upon receipt of instant report. 
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CAMPAIGN EXPENDITURES 








AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
Gerald L. K. Smith, Witness 


HEARINGS 


BEFORE THR 


COMMITTEE TO 
IN VESTIGATE: CAMPAIGN EXPENDITURES 
HOUSE OF, REPRESENTATIVES 


SEVENTY-EIGHTH CONGRESS 
SECOND SESSION 
ON 


_ H. Res. 551 
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TYESDAY, OCTOBER 3, 1944 





Printed for the use of the Campaign Expenditures Committee 
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Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated; explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) _.- sith nc se gregable 
material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 


, was/were forwarded to them for direct res 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following govemment agency(ies); 
as the information originated with them. You will 
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be advised of availability upon retum of the mateniai to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


For your information: Per your March 18, 1982 letter this enclosure 
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Anited States Department of Justice 


Detroit, Michigan 
March 17, 1%,5 


ALL INFOPMATION CONTAINED a 
HEREIN IC UNCLASSIFIED | 


nivector, rar DATE —hefefte Wee P eee 
Re;. GERALD L. K. SMITH Slicihbgs 


C/ AMERICA FIRST PARTY pe ge hee 


INTERNAL SECURITY - G Y LE Q# 
SECURITY MATTER; SEDITION Hay Co le.cwr 
he following information has been received from ba Dp 
ay. whose identity is knom to the Bureau, con- 
cerning the es Of the Subject, SMITH, during the period from 


February 28 to March 15, 1945, inclusive. 








During the past few weeks most of SMITH's activity 
has been devoted to preparing for a meeting of his followers, which was 
held in Chicago on March 15, 1945. SMITH has had some difficulty in 
obtaining a hall for his meeting in Chicago and was finally able to 
arrange for the rental of the Temple Hall, 3 
Arrangements were made for this hall through 
Chicago, who is said to be the attorney for JOE Cc 


the sedition t Assistance was also received by SMITH he 
from and (fz SFR, both of Chicago pase Pe 
The hall referred to is one th which GRORGAXFOSTER of 


Chicago, head of the Constitutional Americans, has been holding meetings 
regularly. 











SMITH claims that his difficulty in arranging for a 
meeting place in Chicago has been de to a Jewish campaign against him 
and he told a reporter for the Chicago Times recently that at his meeting 
on March 15 he intended to discuss and outline theJefechnique of Terror”. --. 
that has been organized against nationalists in Chicago by an unwise and 
ruthless element of the population. ss 

About 1,500 invitations were sent out prior to the ie 
meeting and a large crowd was in attendance at the meeting. The affair 
received considerable publicity in the Chicago papers prior $9 March 15~ 
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letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH 
March 17, 1945 


oor” Moe. 
According to SMITH, tndfenionse syrreartied & minber 
of “smear stories" about him and the Jews had or da cempaign to © 


persuade th terers' Union, the owners of the hall, to cancel the 
rental arr: ment with SMITH. 





On March 13, there were articles in both the Chicago © 
Tribune and the Chicago Sun relative to the SMITH meeting. The Tribune bre 


article appeared under the headline, "100 Telegrams Warn’ oods 
Smith Talks." SMITH stated he had previously telegraphed 
of the union, suggesting that the union ae e 
rm 


power to stop the meeting if anything objectionable 





was said by him. 


The Chicago Tribune articles stated that thei) 
Liberties Union;AWNai Birith, and other organizations were opposing 
SHITH's appearance. SMITH remarked to bates that the Tribune had done 
all right by him and that he considered the situation "as hot as a fire 
cracker." He advised that if, after all that publicity, the Jews 
succeeded in preventing meeting from being held, it would do SMITH 
more good than if they actually had the meeting. He did not think the 
prospect of bloodshed would cut down the crowd any, since he does not 
have any timid people among his followers and most of them are "blistered 
and tanned, flea-bitten and calloused." 


In describing the meeting shortly after it had ended, 
SKITH stated that during the afternoon of March 15, three gangsters had 
entered the hail with a gun and had thrown six stink bombs, but that 
fifty police surrounded the place and cleaned it out. At eight o'clock, 
as the meeting was about to start, the place was full, and "they" tried 
to pack the place by the use of counterfeit tickets. They then charged 
the hall with a mob of five hundred Communists. There were from fifty 
to one hundred police surrounding the hall during the meeting, but in 
spite of the police, many windows were knocked out. The people inside the 
hall, however, remained in perfect decorum and SMITH spoke for two hours 
and ten minutes. 


Following his talk KISTER spoke and SMITH left through | 
the back entrance and was taken to his hotel in a police scout car. There 
Were many pictures taken of various phases of the meting. nn 


ae 





Letter to the Director | Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH 
March 17, 1945 





On March 9, 1945, just 9 few days before the above-_ 
mentioned meeting, an individual named FREDRWALISCHER of 1134 Drummond — 
Street, Chicago, was found nailed to a croas in Chicago, and upon 
investigation it was noted that he had some of SMITH's literature on 
his person and in his living quarters. Reporters from the Chicago Times 
contacted SMITH to inquire as to whether or not he knew WALSCHER. SMITH 
stated he could not find WALSCHER's name on his membership list but that 
if the latter had a copy of SMITH's magazine, he must be a subscriber, 
Since the magazine is not sold on the newsstands. 


SMITH refused to make any statements for the papers 
about WALSCHER but pointed out to the Chicago Times that he was making a 
speech in that city on March 15 and that he had been having difficulty 
in getting a place to speak there. In later conversations with some of 
his associates, SMITH indicated that the crucifixion incident would be 
more likely to help him than harm him since it was apparently done by his 
enemies. 


is continuing his program of activities in 
Washington through RA RNAN, his Washington representative. BAERMAN 
advised SMITH that meetings of the House Banking and Currency Committee, 
which will take up the matter of the Bretton Woods agreement, were open 
to the public and persons who wanted to appear before this committee could 
write to the chairman. SMITH indicated that he did not wish to appear 
in person but that he did want to insert same statements for the record 
without claiming any academic knowledge of econamics. After that is done 
he wants to have "this fellow" (evidently referring to some associate} 
make a profound statement. 


The material for the first Washington letter to be 
sent by SMITH is practically complete and he has assembled enough material 
for about four or five future issues. He plans to send the camplete 
material for each week's letter by air mail each Monday night and BAERMAN 
will receive them the following day. He will then send them out under a 
Washington date-line dated the following Thursday. 


BAERMAN's wife, MAIELI RMAN, is to assist him in 
the work he is doing for SMITH and will ask for two months' leave from 
her job with the Navy Department so that she can help him. BAERMAN stated 
he would obtain more material through interviews in the future. 


Items from the National News Service, which is also 
to be operated by BAERMAN and SMITH in addition to the weekly letter, 


Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. EK. SMITH 
March 17, 1945 





es will be sent out to only about fifty people a week, at least for the 
tea present. 1 Sek 





SMITH has been in contact with numerous persone of | 
nati st sympathies, during the past few. weeks. He has spoken to © 


: GEORGE ROSTER of Chicago concerning arrangenents for the $ a 
4 held in on March 15. He has been in contact with 
me eee and both of whom are followers of his. 


SM ad a letter recently from C OAT of Indianapolis, also 
a follower of SMITH. BERNAR MAN, SMITH'S former secretary, who 
left his employ in November,’ 1944, claiming that he was in poor health, 
and who subsequently moved to Texas, has returned to Detroit within the 
past few weeks and has-been in contact with SLOTH. Fram other sources 
it was learned that DOMAN plans to set up a mimeographing and letter 
service and has asked SMITH for some of his mimeographing business. 


aE who is the Subject of an 
investigation in the Detroit Fie Sion at the present time, is also a 


close friend of SMITH and has been in frequent contact with him, 
had dinner at SMITH's home recently and discussed with him his 
difficulties with the Federal Trade Commission. claimed he cau 
the Government in a fraud which had been cooked some pimps whom 
they used as rebuttal artists. 



















poe stated that his hearings before the Comission 
are still in progress and that Gis now asking for a chance to rebut 
the lies which had been last put in by the Commission. BAERMAN, in 
canmmenting upon difficulties, stated that he noticed the 
individual who w nding at the elbow of the chief inquisitor the 
day that BAERMAN had attended the hearing in Washington and commented, 
"You will find them everywhere." To this replied, "Yes, you will 
find them some day hanging on the lamp and BAERMAN stated, 

"I think so too, just so they don't get us first." 


















SMITH has received mail from 
including several items from Representative CLARE 


ssman LYNCH. He has also received materia ron Qiao 
wie :: Chicago. He has indica that among the parsons now on 
( CR os Parc AGE, oLcom OLt. was a defen | 


rous individuals, 
f 






@ recent ngton sedition trial. 
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letter to the Director | Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH” 
March 17, 1945 





Also on this list ie a -: Appleton, = DB 
Wisconsin. Informant was not able to learn mich concerning the extent © 


of contributions received by SMITH through the mails during the past 
few weeks but learned that on March 15 SKITH's collections for that day 
in this matter had totaled $38.00. 


Very truly yours, 


EO Josen-s 
R. A. N, SAC 
a baw 








TO 


ae Yul FROM : SAC, New York 


EEE f SUBJECT: GERALD L. K. SITH 
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: ae ae = 
ae Office Memorandum - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


29707 


o 


: Director, FBI DATE: yarch 23, 1945 of 


(¥@N ERICA FIRST PARTY 
SECURITY KATTER (Xx) 









On February 28, 19 al § received from 
ex= 
CT ee 


é 
Veterans Organization sponsored by the AMERICA FIRST PARTY, Detroit, Wichigan, 
and stated that he had been recently discharged from the Army and claimed in- 


terest in their organization 


a 
expleined that he received a letter on the stationery of v 
the AMERICA FIRST m: which was signed by GERALD L. K. Q{ITH, which stated 7 
that his name had been placed on their veterans! file and that he would receive 
roper information at the proper time concerning organizational activities. 
stated in his letter to this office that he wished to place the 
his contact with the organization at the disposal of the FBI and 


fron time to time receive appropriate instructions from the FBI as to his con- 
duct with the America Firat Party. 


— = —_ a awe Vy & 












~ 


S advised that under no circumstances Gould the FSI 
sponsor his jo g @MERICA FIRST PARTY VETERANS ORGANIZATION, and that 
instructions would not issued to him concerning his activities in that or= 
ganization. It was pointed out, however, that should he desire to give any pr 
information which wovld be pertinent to the activities of this Bureau, such 
information would be gratefully received. 


In view of the fact that the organization headcuarters are located 


in Detroit, wichigan, a copy of this letter is being designated for the : 
Detroit Field Division. 
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ec: Detroit HERE. I UNCLASSIFIED iy | 
wa Ve ; g 3 YE we Vf 


DEEP" 4 warn 1945 4 
[ fe 


» ft ar) 





Sabie), alates ee RAR sal oe, oe cree real Bente are taints Sbaee aaa et sata rl aac pte =n totes trent ane ale eaten F om chs we . 


¢ Y; — 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 





Page(a) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following sivteremata where oe 
indicated; explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) _.- CC CCCCCi‘“‘CNUONOCNCCOWith nt. egregahle 
material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you of the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) — sitio a es ie 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies),; = 
sas the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


For your information: Per your March 18, 1982 letter this enclosure 


was not xeroxed for release, 


The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 
62-43818 - Enclosure 


NO DUPLICATION FEE 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXKXXXKX 
; DELETED PAGE(S) 5 
FOR THIS PAGE 


FSi/DO3 





eee! yi z _- 
—_. 


RBBOOF tes 


a . 


Your — of March 29, 1945, with enclosure, has been received. 


Let ae assure you that I have carefully reviewed the content of 
your letter and ite enclosure. With regard to the protest which you desire 
to register it ie suggested that you aay wish to communicate with the War 


Department inasmuch as such matters are not within the jurisdiction of this 
Bureau. 


poo™Me. : 

pase uo * 

7 Pr Bb peo? A, 
ee a ek 


April 7, 1945 








e 


Your interest in writing me is most appreciated, 


Sincerely yours, 


John Edger Hoover 
Director 


aN 


| COMMUNIGATIUNS SECTiu, 











_ des: 
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we APS ~9 1645 P.M, é 3, . SELEIAED~aAyir - 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ‘\ 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN SAmx no. 56420 ae 






REPORT MADE BY 
















ELECTION LAWS. 7 
(PEDERAL CORRUPT PRACTICES ACT 


Tm Ly 
L. K. SMITH 
TH AMERICA FIRST PARTY 










syNopsisorracts: Certificate of nomination from America First Party nominating 

GERALD L. K. SMITH for President of UJ. S. end HARRY ROMER for Vice- 
President received by Texas Secretary of State at Austin, Texas, 
P-ll-ki, On same date list of 23 Presidential Electors in the state 
of Texas submitted, Of 23 Electors selected by America First Party 
only 3 names appeared on official ballot at generel election. Cores 
of Certificate of Nomination, List of Presidential Zlectors, and 
Official Ballot obtained and emmy (i | to Bureau and office of 


a A rR NC STAine 
voc. MEREIN IS UNSLASS" ED 
DATE a Lo/t>._ BYe 


Buresu letter Washington Field Division, January 30, 1945, 


























AT AUSTIN, TEXAS: 


he Secretary of State, through the courtesy of | b 
the original letter of nomination received in b 
ce 0 e Secretary of State on September 11, 1944, was 


made available for inspection. ‘This examination reflected the 
following undated letter on the letterhead of the America First 
Party with GERALD L. K. SMITH listed ae Cirector and organiser, and 
the ad@ress listed as P. 0. Box 459, Detroit, Michigan. 
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SA 56-20 
SAMERICA FIRST PARTY 
GERALD Le K. SMITH 
( | Director and Organiser 
BERNARD Down Post Office Box 459 
Secretary and Treasurer Detroit, Michigan 


IFICATE OF NOMINATION 


This is to certify that the America First Party, assembled in 
Conventson, has duly nominated GERALD L. K. SMITH, of Michigan, and 

WER, of Ohio, as the America First Party candidates for the 
offices of President of the United States and Vice President of the 
United States respectively. Appended to this certificate is the list 
of persone selected by the America First Party: oe: to act as 
Presidenticl Electors in the state of Texas. 


/e/ CARL H."MOTE 
Chairman of Convention 


/a/ DOM LOHBECK 
Secretary of Convention" 


Photostatic copies of this certificate of nomination sre being 
transmitted to the Bureau and the office of origin with copies of this report. 


Accompanying the Certificate of Nomination was submitted « list of 
twenty-three persons selected by the America First Party Convention to act as 
Presidential Electors in the State of Texms. 


"Presidential Electors 
G. 5 Ste AUT mer 


‘HUntsville, Texas (Walker) La Grenge, Texas 
(Declined by phone, Dec. to be 

mailed) 

R. 6./RITTEL (209 Allensworth) ERNEST RIESLING 
San Antonio, Texme (Bexar) Miles, Texas 


(Declined by phone 9-23-44) 








SA 56-20 


THORNTON HAMILDON 
Cuero, Texas 


(Name crossed off, shorthand notation) 


N. LyAfacLBAOD Jr. 
Seminary Hill, Texas (Tarrant) 


WILLIAM SCHMITT 
Seguin, Texes (Guadalupe) 
(OK hy phone) 


J. ScFITZGERALD 
Stephenville, Texas (Erath) 
(OK by phone) 


GEORGE YEAGER (302, W. Trevis) 
San Antonio, Texas (Bexar) 


FRANK 6. NELSON 
Fort Worth, Texas (Tarrant) 
(2 copies) 


R, JcePENDERGRAST 
Houston, Texas (Harris) 


(?) 


W. H. VERNOR 

Houston, Texas (Harris) 
fo 

\t) 


M. A. ~“SERHALEN 
Knox City, Texas 
(Check mark following name) 


W. K.*WASH 
‘Rusk, Texas. * 


WILLIAM 1% ‘CLARK (22 pose) | 
Waco, Texas 


sory/Fincen 
Hondo, Texas 


Mre. F. Ee DAVIS 
Miles, Tease 


PLANCHE Ro~D4NSEY 

Midland, Texs 

(Declined by phone 9-21-44, by RICHARD 
A ta Atty. Declination to be mailex 
in. 


S. To-NIXON 


Cleveland, Texas 
(Declined by phone. Declination to be 
mailed in} 


A. B, “DAVIS (Gulf States Hidg.) 


- Dallas, Texas 


(Will call %}26-44) 


P. anQparn 
Paris, 8 


(TiweatimeaA iv rhana Tha ve | 
{ere areu UF . ws 


_ WAX ASRQGEL (1817 Main Ave.) 


San Antonio, Texas 


There is set out following each name the notations that appeared on the 
original list of Presidential Electors in the office of the Secretary of State. 


s 

co. \ 
Lots, 
ah ae 


ase : Bess 
SA 56-20 toe 


Photostatic copies of this list are being subaitted to the Bureau and 
office of origin. — 


An inspection of the Official Ballot reflected that there ware only three nas } 
appearing as Electors for President and Vice~President under the America First Party. 
These three names were: 


"WILLIAM SCHMITT 
Je E. FITZGERALD 
M. A. VERHALEN® 


Copies of the Official Sallot in the State of Tevan far the General 
Election are being transmitted to the Bureau and the office of origin. 


hh 
RAW LOUSUPrweSs 


Bureau: Photostatic copies of Certificate of Nomination and List of 
Presidential Electors. Copy of Official Ballot. 


Detroit: Photostatic copies of Certificate of Nomination and List of : ‘\ 
Presidential Electors. Copy of Official Ballot. 


~ REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN ~ 


€ 


t 


4-750 (2-7-79) 


a 


a ca ee Sr See, Wr San mee se Nene Se Tene See Br Se On, eae Te a ne fae é - 


~ 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 






ae. a 

Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, re 
indicated; explain this deletion. a ce. 
Deleted under exemption(s) .....- sith no Segregable 


material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies} 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 
a as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 





Daw, Passa Ma al mam 7 t . 


For your information: rer y 8, 190 et is enclosure 
was not xeroxed for release 


The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


62+-43818 - GC % | Enclosure 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXKXKX 
% DELETED PAGE(S) % 


arm NITO! WMA TINA! EE 
NY Ue LAVA LIVIN POE $ 


2 FOR THIS PAGE 


Pel/Do2 





BPS: fnj | "081773 
6243818 | | 7 
_ stant A fon C. Clark Maro 2%, 1945 
RECUR EN TST, | : en 
Se" “gohan Biger ver, tor, Federal Dureen of Investigation ae 
‘GERALD L. 1K. THE AMERICA FIRST PARSY 7. 


an investigation of Gerald L. K. Satth and hie 
Federal Corrupt Prectices Ast ef 1925. 


For your information in this connection there is enc a ey, 
copy of the investigative report subaitted by $ b7 
dated March 2 1945, at San intonio, Tems. In your emaina 

report you will note that a Certificate of Monination from the dusrice Fret 


Er Batt end he beech ee pea Fommesting 


Investigation is Continuing in this matter and as additional reporte 
are received they will be immediately made available to you. 


rend 













a ED 3 | E 7 

PM. ' ‘ a : 
SR an | — : ne: 
St cmoreee 2 5 eg 


S APR MAT hit 


TROIT orig" 
' x “ . 


ee aes 2p ae 
: BRCGERALD L. Kav SMITH, ET: Aly FS ZNSE 
: ECT be YE: 


Mp 
é 


fa? 


a 


SWILL HOLD MEETINGS ATS 


v 


lie » 


AND OTHER PLACES ON JHE 


wore 
RA Ri “ater ~ ea 
NAYT 


a 


EFL E IM BOURL IY HERES BETES EY Ga ag pepe cepa» cat B 
uh OR et EAC Ee Se ONS tra ed SOS Fa peer: 
Fr SOON AEF PRES EATS PRO SPR IS 8 aT IS a, kk BEEF £, fi ¢ fof = , ae iB 
~ , sks ne 


TS eee EE OEE se: EA OR wee, 


Sate TE a ye te cee 





' " . 1 oe 7 Mn cease aealvat cal paw awe 










FROM SAC, Sean Antonio 


ae SUBJECT: _ a CERAID L. f ITH . 
Vv FEDERAL CORRUPT PRACTICES act ow. 

' Bureau Pile Wo. ecard ee 
bi 2 SA file ak 56—20 
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Reference is made to letter from the Burean ‘to “the Detroit Field a 
- Division dated 2-15-45, and letter from the Detroit Fieia Division eee 
: to the Bureau dated PbS. ce eae: oe : : 


Fd ee 
Oe ae way te 


In view of the fact that the: veut gation co 
. the San Antonio Field Division was te interview BERNARD a eee 
' former Secretary to the subject, SMITH, ahd he f%.n0'2 r in ek 
' Edcouch, Texas, bat in Detroit; Michigan, : ‘yo “action is being taken 
by the San Antonio Field Divielon, unless advised to the contrary, 


- and this matter is mene neerre sPoa.  Siapletiton | to the office of 
t origin. - 2 OS a ; 


ee 
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4 en ee 
Office Metiun ww + UNITED STALES GOVERNMENT 


TO : Ddrector, PBI OO DATE: april 3, 1945 
CQFROM : aC, Detroit 


| SUBJECT: GERALD L. K. SMITH 
; GQ AMERICA FIRST PARTY , 


INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION 


sen Ry 
believed the Subjec Buffalo, New York, next 


Sunday, April 8, for the purpose of making a speech to a group 
of his followers. Informant did not know the exact tise of place 
of such speech, but stated that invitations were being sent 
today to all persons who attended the previous meetings held in 


Buffalo by SIITH in September and in May of 1944. It is considered 


likely that the meeting on April 8 will be held at the same 
location, although thie is not definitely known. 





RSE, 


SMITH is also holding a meeting at the Book-Cadillac 
Hotel in Detroit, Michigan, on April 19, 1945, and arrangements are 
being made by the Detroit Field Division to secure coversge of 
this meeting through informants. 


adequate coverage of this meeting tissue inet but in 
with the previous policy in covering SMITH's activities it is 
requested that no agents attend this meeting and that no surveil- 
lance be placed on SMITH, but that coverage of the meting be ina 
effected solely through informants. As any additional informa- af 
tion is obtained from above informant concerning the details of 

this meeting, this information will be forwarded to the Buffalo 
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_ERERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Forin No. 1 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


REPORT MADE AT BATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR 


WASHINGTON, D. C. u/6/us >  |27333/727/u5 





OAD Le ent: with aliases; 
AMERICA FIRST PARTY 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Subscriber to televhone #&Tlantic 3598 is 


awe ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN [S UNSLASCIAED 


REPRIENCEs Bureau file #6k<7O55 


62=1,3618 + 
yevort of Special Agent ED i2t<c Jamary 29, Lz 
1945 at Detroit, Michigan. 


DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Special Agent CD 2:-22210- that telephone number 
ATlantic 3598 was listed to HALPH B, ! y 1921 M Street, NE, Washington, 
De 
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LAST AND OURTEL MARCH SIXTEEN LAST REARUESTINCG INTERVIE 
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Pio Cat ee OL wit eo Cras ees FILZS WVITE SENATE COMMITTEES AD. HOUST 


*, 


ce. T.i55 AND DELEREINATION WHETHER MERICA FIRST PASTY WAS FORILICA: 
; foes Y VIVEIN STATUTE. URLET JANUARY THIRTY LAST QUOTING DEPART CIN 
| MOUUahAOGL REQUESTED DOMAN SE INTERVIEWED FOR QUOTE SUCH INFORMATIOX 
AI SE HAY HAVE RELEVANT To THIS INVESTIGATION UNQUOTE. ANALYSIS OF. 
_ 4} WASHINGION FIELD DIVISION nepoRT JRIWOWP SEVEN LAST INDICASES BRRoss, | 
: : R DUE JANUARY ONE LAST, ABOVE REFERED WAS F BY eee 
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TAT. 
ATM A OG 


CO IT Vic. DOVETFUL IF DOMAN COULD FURNISH ANY INFORMATION PERTINENT 

to INVISTIGATION ON ANY OF ABOVE MATTERS. HE MAY AELE TO 

saiLil DATA ON FUNDS REPORTED TO SENATE COMMITTEE BUT FOR THIS WOULD 

PLCuALLY ROGUIRE ORIGINAL BOOKS WHICH ARE NOW IN SMITHS POSSESSION. 

VLPARTOOUT MSHORANDUM REQUESTS INFORMATION CONTAINED IN REPORTS 

y eaulan WITH HOUSE AUD SENATE BE CONSIDERED MOST cONPIDTIAL AND 
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| EPB:aop 
Q2-43818 
BAC, Detroit | ; Ape) % 2945 

RECORPED ey Hoover, Pirestor, Federal Bureau of Investigstion Be = 

- , Pelerel Corrugt Practices lob of 2925 
Reference is nade to your teletype dated April 2, 1945, in the above 
captioned matter. 

i gt 
oe In view of the data eet forth in referenced teletype, Bernard Donan 


should not be interviewed at the present time, However, you should furnish 
the Bureau the results of your inquiries in this matter. Upon receipt of 
investigative reports from your office and the Washington Field Division, 
> thie matter in its entiray will be presented to the Department at which tine 
( | we shall request advice as to whether Doman sho ld be interviewed inasmch as 
he is associating with Saith. 
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 






Mr. Kkawen. ......... 
Br. Teeag ........... 
ek ro da ‘A* 


IUREGAZ 








REPORT MADE AT 
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TITLe ‘S a’ oo 
_ GERALD L. Ks-SMITH, with aliases; 
A") AMERICA FIRST PARTY 










SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: STRECTEY CON ELOEN TEAL 


SMITH held meetings of follewers in Detroit on 
February 26, 1945, and in Chicago en March 15, 
1945. DEAN SMITH, former ofl man, was speaker 
at Detroit meeting and Subject SMITH was speaker 
at Chicago meeting, Detroit meeting uneventful, 
but picketing of meeting hell and other dis- 
turbances featured Chicago meeting. SMITH is 
expanding Wa gton activities et present and 
now has RALPH and wife MADELEINE’ 
working on basis, esaisting him 
maintaining nationalist lobby in Yashington and 
in collection of information for Nesntagten 


Oaks plan and of any plan for a "super-state"; | 
bringing of American soldiers home at earliest 
essible moment; defeat any plan to finance the 
ttish Empire; organisation of Nationalist 
Veterans of World War II; support of nation- 


inerica Firat princigles ALT INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HERES IS. UNCLASSIFIED 
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oe ie DETAILS: _ At DETROIT, MICHIGAN 





. The first meeting held by Subject SMITH for hie followers 
| in several months was held at the Detroit-Leland Hotel, Detroit, Michigan, on 
( February 26, 1945. He had some difficulty in obtaining a meeting hall but was 
finally able to make arrangements at the above-mentioned hotel. Invitations were 
sent cut to the 1,700 persons in Wayne County who had made cash contributions to 
him in the paste 


b 






princ speake 

WEPTEM E- WOT and the subsect of his talk was "Iaperislion, The Cause of 

War", SMITH, who was at one time an employee of the Standard O11 Company 

in the Orient, claimed to be an authority on the Far East and spoke at considerabl 

| length about British policies there, He condeamed Great Britain, stating thet 

' the American General, JOSEPH STILIWELL, had been recalled from China because he 
was succeeding in his effort to make Chine a strong nation and the British did 
not want China to become strong. For the same reason SMITH stated that the 
British were responsible for the dissolution of the group of American veterans 
known as the "Flying Tigers® and also for the fact thet the Burma Road had not 
been completed. Hie general theme was that the British were imperialistic and 
internationalist and that the United States should oppose internationalisn, 
particularly as set out in the Dumbarton Oaks agreement. 


Subject SMITH spoke very briefly in introducing the min 
speaker and in the course of his remarks announced that he had just opened an 
office in Washington, DC. where he was now publishing a "Nationalist News 
i‘ Letter” and was also establishing the "Nationalist News Service"é This latter 
service will distribute news items to nationalist papers throughout the country 
and he has sources of information among ali types of peopie, having one source | 
within the White House itself, according to SMITE. 


ee ey . pre 
It should be noted that while MERTZ clains thet’he tsa © 


disse friend and associate of SMITH, SMITH will have nothing to do with him and 
has specifically warned his followers that he is not work with MERTZ 
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D 
Army Air Forces who and was living in Roem 336, pp’ 
Webster Hall Hotel, ested tick and presumably attended. 
The crowd that attended the meting was quiet and there were no disturbances 
reported, a 


In contrast to his Detroit meeting, the meeting which SOTH 
beld at Temple Hall, 338 South Marshfield, Chicago, Dlinocis, on March 15, 1945, 
was very noisy and nearly precipitated a riot. SMITH had considerebdle difficulty 
in obtaining a hall for his Chicago meeting and he stated that the principal 


reason for this was "a reign of terror” and a boycott organized 
certain Jewish groups in Chicago. With the assistance o } 
of Chicago, who was said to be attorney for JOSEPH lc ° efen- 


dants in the recent Washington sedition trial, was able to edtain the above- 
mentioned hall which is apparently owned by the Plasterer 


st ce in 
arran for the meeting we also received by SMITH from 
end FRED KISTER, both ef Chicago. The hall in h the m wes $ 
also been used frequently in the past by GEORGE » head of the Constitutional 


Americans and a close frien! of SMITH. 



















After arrangemmts had been made with the 
rental ef the hall and this fact became known generally in Chicago, 
mated that the Chicago Sun carried a number of stories con 
e referred to as “smear” etories, He also claimed that the Jews 
of Chicago had organised a campaign to pursuade the Plasterers’ Union to cancel 
the rental of the hall, Acoording to Informant, there were articles on March 13, 
1945, in both the Chicago Tribune and the Chicage Sun relative to the meeting. 
The article in the Tribune appeared under the headline "100 Telegrams Warn of 
Bloodshed as Saith Talke*. ‘The article further stated that the Civil Libertie 
Union, reported to be a Communist group, the B'Nai B'Rith, a Jewish organisation, 
end other groups were opposing SMITH's appearance. SMITH spparently was die~ 
turbed by the publicity received and told FRED KISTER that the Tribune had done 
all right by him and that he considered the situatien "as hot ag a fire cracker". 
He also tald KISTER that if, after all the publicity, the Jews succeeded in pre~ 
venting the meeting from being held, it wuld do SMITH more good than if the 
meeting actually were held. He did not think thet the prospect of bloodshed 
would cut dow the crowd any since he did not believe he had any timid people 
among his followers. 





The card which SITTH sent eut to 1,500 of his followers 
in Chicago announced that the meeting would be a rally under the auspices of 
the National Emergency Committee and the subject would be “Liberty in the 
Balance", The letter accompanying the card was on the letterhead ef the | 
National Emergency Committee and wie described as being “a mobilisation of 
nationalists for the preservation of American sovereignty". The address was 
given as Post Office Box 697, Detroit, Michigan. The letter stated that the 
Communists and the Internationalists would attempt to prevent the meeting but 
thet hie followers should ignore anything they read in the papers or heard 
over the radio concerning the meeting ani timt no matter what they might hear, 


t, 
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they should coms to the Temple Hall on Thureday night, March 15. 2 ee 2 


A copy of the above-mentioned letter and card » + boing sen 
to the Buresu as an enclosure with this report. ie 
: b 


In apparent anticipation of a possible rict, our socuaetea 
prior to the meeting to arrange for adequate police -aaeitelaa and 
41 





— also reqhésted that he provide st least ten good, healthy, fearless men of 
unimpeachable character who must be available for protection 
fears of possible violence were justified, according to 
because several persons entered the meeting hall with dr guns 

of the night the meeting wee to be held and threw stink bambs into the esting 
halle 








At the time the meeting ws to be held the hall was crowed 
-* with about 1,200 people and an effort had been made to pack the meeting by the 
use of counterfeit tickets. This was apparently discovered in time, however, and 
wery few, if any, pereons opposing SMITH were able to gain entry into the hall 
during the meeting. GMITH told informant that about 500 Conmunists charged the 
hall in an effort to gin entry but wre repulsed by a crowd of between fifty to 
a hundred Chicago police. In spite of the police protection, many windows in 
the hall were broken. The people inside the hall apparently maintained good 
order and SMITH spoke for two hours and ten minutes. Following his talk he 
left the hall by a rear entrance and was taken to a hotel in a police squad car. 


Account of the incident in a United Press Dispatch in the 


Detroit News on March 16, | 1945, stated that during the meeting GITTH assailed 
masbers of the Btnai BYRith, the Civil Liberties Eeamis te and the Rational Negro 
\ Congress which had protested his appearance, He is also sid to have attacked 
~ Walter Winchell for allegedly having prevented SMITH'ts eon from being accepted 
into Officers' Candidate School of the United States Army. The speech was said 


to hawe been anti-adminietration in character and d 
demnation of the propo 
2 


sent letters to cy : x UE nd. cago 

Federation of Labor, REIN, President of the American Federation 

ef Labor, calling attention to the *ghc zg disgrace on the labor movement" 

which occurred when the Plasterers! Union al lowed in thelr hall 

on March 15th. ITH was given this information vs allies Chiesgo who 7’ 
was apparently « pgm ef the Plasterers’ Union. sted that SMITH 
contact a Mr. M, J)McDONOUGH, National Seeretary cr the Plasterers’ Union ef 

200 Fidelity Buil » Cleveland, Ohio, and explain his position, pointing cut 
that the persons protesting againet SMITH's meeting were Communists and left-wing 
agitators, Informmt stated that SMITH had also receivwd a telegram on Merch 21, 


| \ 
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from a cortain of Chicago whom Informant could not identify, stating 
as follows: "Question is not who does or does not subscribe to your oo - 


question is freedom of speech and right of sosee PES 


On Maroh 9, 1 5; jact a few days prior to SMITH's alin 
in Chicago, an individual named FRED’ HER of 1134 Drummond Street, Chicago, 
Tilincis, was found nailed to a cross Yn that city and upon investigation by 

the police it was noted that he had som terature on his person 

and in his living quarters. stated that reporters ))7! 
for the Chicago Mmes had con nq as to whether WALSCHER 

was one of his followers. SMITH stated he could not find WALSCHER's name on his 
membership list, but since he had a copy of SMITH's magazine, probably was a 
subscriber since the magazine was not sold on the news stands. SMITH refused 

to make any statements for the papers about the incident, but in later conversatior 
with some of his associates, he indicated that the affair would probably be rore 
likely to help him than harm his since it was apparently done by his enemtes, 
QMITH has not referred to the incident in any of his talis since this happened 

and in view of the fact that newspaper accounts subsequently have stated that 
WALSCHER confessed that the crucifixion was a hoax, it is unlikely that SMITH 

will make any further reference to it. 












SMITH has devoted a great deal of tim and attention fin 
recent weeks to his Washington activities. RALPH BAERMAN and his wife MADELEINE 
BAERMAN are apparently both working for STH now on a full-time basis in the 

t 


collecting of info “a 





SE es ree 
was taken out in the nas and that the name of former 


United States Senator ROBERT REYNOLDS was used as a reference, 





In comection with his activities in Washington, BAENMAN 
advised SMITH recently that meetings of the House Banking and Currency Comaittee, 
which will consider the Breton Woods Agreement, were open to the public and per 
eons wishing to eppear before the committee could write to the chairmen, GiITH 
stated that he did not wish te appear personally but that he did want to insert 
some statements into the recerd without claiming any academic knowledge of 
ecencmics, After this was doma, he wanted to have ° wthis fellew, evidentiy 
referring to an associate of his, meke a prefound statement for the counittes, 


Material for the "Washington Letter® is being gathered 
by BAERMAN and SMITH and they now have enough for about four or five lesuese 


wr 
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The firet issue is axmected to be published during the latter part of March 

and will be sent out from Washington, DaC. every Thursday, The mterial will 
be prepared and the letter actually written in Detroit by SLITH. Items sent 
from Suithts Washington headquarters for the "Nationalist News Service® will 


go to about 5 persons each week, at Jeast according to present plans. 
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In his general letter to his followers for the aonth of 
fee which bears the caption "Courage Rewarded”, he announced the opening 
of the headquarters for the National Emergency Comsittee and the Natimalist 
Lobby in Washington. He stated that on a recent trip to Washington he had nine 
different people, all of them national figures, whose names would be recogni sed 
and included members of Cengrees, a clergyman, outstanding newspapermen and 
others equally prominent. He did not, however, divulge their names. He also 
announced the forthcoming publication of "The Letter” and stated that it would 
contain documented and correct informatia which could net be found in any other 
publication. He stated that this letter would create a sensation and that some 
of the information contained in it would be obtained from an individual who is 
in and out of the White House from one to three times per week, He also announced 
the setting up of the Nationalist News Service ami indicated that this new program 
of activity in Washington wuld require him to spend about half of his time there 
within the next few months, 


In connection with the announcesent of his Washington 
program, SMITH aleo set out in his February letter the general course which he 
intends to follow in the next few mnths. He stated that he would not allow 
any sort of a super-state program to get by without his attention and that 
he had formed confidential contacts all over the United States with farm, labor 
and Christian leaders, with statesmen in both political parties, with mothers 
and with veterans of both wars. Representatives of these groups would appear 
before various Congressional Committees at, SMITH's instigation and would oppose 
any form of super state, He stated that the lives of one million servicemen 
could be saved if this campaign is carried on vigorously and that "if Mre ROOSEVELT 
cannot give a better reason than he has been able to give, then our sons should 
be brought home now". 


SMITH stated that he hoped by this program to accomplish 


(1) The defeat of the Dumbarton Oakes plan 

(2) The saving of a million lives that might be giwn to ea super 
state 

(3) The bringing of our boys hase at the earliest possible 
mosent 


(h) ‘The defeat of all plans to finance the British Empire after 
the war 


(5) The organisation of Nationalist Veterans of World War II 
(6) The establishment of a Nationalist Lobby in Washington 


(7) The maintenance of headquarter activities in Washington ; 
€: + 
6 
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(6) Publication ef the "Washington Letter" 


ae 2 Td, : 
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(9) The maintenance of a nation-wide nationalist organi sat Jon 
(10) The preservation of America First principle 


In his last letter SMITH mentioned the above activities 
as forming his basic program at this time and in addition stated he wishel to 
foster the cultivation of the nationalist movement at ites very roots with 
mectings, institutes and assemblies ani wished to encourage the publications 
of nationalist literature and books by the organisation of the Nationalist Book 
Club. He indicated that the guiding plan of his activities would be opposed to 
President Roosevalt, of whom he said, "The dictator ie herejhe is throwing the 
Constitution out the window. His useurpage must be be stopped™.s He stated Roosevelt 


had returned from Russia after giving Stalin everything he wanted. Plans are 


said to be on foot to subdue our people by an artificial scarcity of food. 
According to SMITH, Roosevelt is determined to draft the young women of the 
nation and has ambitions to become head of a super state. The Dumbarton con= 
spiracy is a plan to destroy our sovereignty and the whole set-up is a "program 
of treason". GQIITH then states that his followers "must be Paul Reveres, the 
informers, the inflamers, the warnera, the alarmers" and that the nationalists 
must oppose and defeat Roosevelt's program, He states that by January 1, 1946, 
the enemy will have been foiled and the conspirator will have been exposed and 
Fnationalism, which is ancther name for righteous Americanism, will have bem 
triumphant." 


A copy of the February ond March letters above referred to 
are being sent to the Bureay as enclosures with this report and a copy of the 
February letter is being retained in the files of the Detroit Field Division, 


In penne ce 190 with his activities in Washington and 
a a cities within the past few mnths. 
SMITH aot Detroit for Washington on 











Chicago, SMI 
According to 
January 23rd re : 
Washington he wis in contact with 
Maryland, and was also im-eontac H BARD 

He is believed to have seen former secretary to United States 


Sanatar AAR? FRYENTASA. naeece ta Calaeatn Paitidiang Waahinagtrn A_f 
poe eee 


Informant stated SMITH had't prees conference in Washingten on January 26 at 


b 7, 





Y a6 Washington represmtatiw, 


which time he advised the newspapermen of hie plan for expanded activity in. 
Washington. He also had visita with former United States Senator GERAID P. NYE 
and with ex-Congreseman HATILD end he also had contacted a "News Bureau 
man*® whose identity was informant. Informnt stated tint stories 
in the Chicago Sun and in the newspaper P.M. indicated that G/ITH was in 
Washington for the purpose of setting up a nationalist lobby. 
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Reference has been made above to the effort of HOR 
MERTZ of Chicago to become @ part of ane organization. WERTZ sponsored a 
home-coming party for PARKER‘GAGE, GARLAND ALDERMAN and WILLIAM R:\LYMAN, three 
Detroit residents who were at: one time prominent in the National gts Sct League 
and more recently were defendants in the Washington sedition trial. This 
party was held on January 27, 1945, in Detroit under the auspices of "The 
Conatitutionalistse® which is the name MERTZ has given to his new organisation. 
On the morning of the day the party was to be held MERTZ called GiTH*s resi- 
dence and inquired as to whether or not SMITH would attend the party. SOTH's 
wife stated he was out of town and would not be able to attend, MERTZ then 
told Mrs, SMITH thet he was a close friend of GEORGE FOSTER of Chicago who 
was known to be a friend of SMITH and that he, MERTZ, could get a hall for iar 
H to in in Cricago any time SHITH would like him to get same, oY 
Celie, however, that SMITH is still suspicious of MERTZ, believing 
be an informer for some investigative agency or to be very indis- 
creet An his operations and in any event SMITH will have nothing to do with C. 
4m 


an 
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: KENNETH WEBER, candidate for Attorney General of Michigan 
on SMITHS America First Last November, howev attend MERTZ! b 








home-ocoming party as did a friend of SMITH. subsequently 
reported to SMITH the detBiig or wat had taken place at the party and stated 
that nothing derogatory to SMITH had been said, aE 


A walletin issued by SMITH recently senseeaie MERTZ 
etated in part as follows: "Mr. Merts does not represent me and never has. 
In fact, I have very little knowledge of his background or hie activitiese.ec. 
Pass the word along". A copy of this notice ie deing retained in the files 
of the Detroit Field Division, 


CELI IMS GLE GAYE C159 PiveEram ivf Slit distribu ion 


of literature in recent weeks, Apparently his distribution is aorpetery pty 
since reports have come to the Detroit Field Division from various field divi- 


sions indicating receipt of monthly letters and other material from Utah, Buffalo, 
New York, Cleveland, Ohio, Chicago, Illincis, and from North Carolina, ae | 
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A copy of the National Bnergency 
ee letter, the TYLER KENT letter and the article from the Jewish Sentinel 
is being sent to the Bureau as an enclosure with this report and a copy of the 
Jewish Sentinel article is being retained in the files of the Detroit Field 
Division. 


In the February issue of his magazine eTheLross and the 
Flag” SMITH outlines the nationalist program in an article entitled "Zero Hour", 
In this article SMITE pointe out that nationalism, which had reached an all-time 
low in the late summer and early fall of 1944, is again in the ascendent as a 
result of old world diplomacy and power politics and that American soil 1s now 
fertile for nationalism as it nad never been before. SMITH states in conclusion 
that "Nationalism is on the march} The opportunity of America First still 
lives{" Many of the items of editorial comment in the magazine are condematory. 
It is noted that he condemns in order the Atlantic Charter, Secret Diplomacy, 
Failure to state the United States' war aims, Roosevelt's Double Talk, British 
newspaper attacks upon United States, Kex Stout, International Bank and failure 
to court-martial General Short and Admiral Kimmel, He has words of praise for 
REYNOLDS, NYs, FISH, JOSEPH KAMP, whom he knows as a martyr, for Rev. CLYJS F. 
STARK, 4 preacher of Lincoln, Nebraska, who publishes a periodical called 
"Foundation Truth", the Dies Committee and CARL H, MOTS. In one comment he 
urges that all nationalists organize, not necessarily in the same organization, 
but that they all be unlted on the America First principle and that they organ- 
ize according to thelr respective occupations or vocations, such as mothers, 
wives, veterans, workers and businessmen. A copy of the February issue of this 
magazine is cveing sent to the Bureau as an enclosure with this report, 


SMITH has been in contact with many persons of nationslist 
sympathies in the past few weeks. Among these are ALL= LE, a former gupporter 
of Father Charles E, Coughlin and head of the “American Patriots", "RRM 
SMITH is contemplating the running of small classified ads of same sort 
newspapers throughout the southeastern pert of the rape da pg — has 
had some experience in newspaper and advertising w sparent 1 
trying to make arrangements for these ais, 
learned of SMITH's contact with ZOIE, did ne : 
guch ads. SMITH has also been in contact with CARL 
on one oceasion during the latter part of Jany 
was out of town at that time, According to MOTE told SMITH's 
wife that he wanted SMITH's help in the publidatio pooklet, Political 
Theologians and Theological Politicians. MOTE stated that Colonel McCORMICK 
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: MOTE of Indiana. iDTE q g 
me%to Detroit but SMITH b 
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of the Chicago Tribune agreed with him that the Republican Party was deai and 
wrote him a letter to thie effect, stating they might as well admit it and start 
a third party. MOTE aleo stated that when the Republican National Comittee met 
January he was in continual conference with 
The identity of these individualg, however, 
indicated also that he had worked out some | 


i: oe 
who is the rt 

Of peace group. 8S ‘ Kalamazoo, Michigan, who was his 

candidate for Be erhce of ichiven« on the America First Party ticket last 

November that he was for him 100% and that VOSE should not believe any of the 

rumors of the scendal-mongers. He has also been in frequent contact with ay } 


ord Motor Company, He hes been in coagmunication & 
Y, a Intheran Mintater of Detroit who is a raceant 


———<——<— = 


cat, of Pconeordle Seminary, St. louis » and a close friend of Reverend WALTER 
Y. : ntly ths editor « fa student newse- 

aper at the seminary and spoke of his close connection with ELIZABETH DITLING 

ia” ee the wonderful set ch she had shown to him on his recent trip 









































According to (ED so7H bas 2100 


recent weeks to GEORGE EO EE ee a 
who is the subject of an investigation in the Detro e 
Sion a @ present time and who is now having a series of hearings before 


the Federal Trade Commission dealing with his alleged cancer cure, a isa b 
close friend of SMTTH and shares hie natianaliat wi awn _ Aeaovding to infarmant 


mee Wwe wee ah GA WP 4 I Ew 9 


stated that he had 
ring in Washington and 
eplied, "Yes, you 
BAERMAN stated, "J 
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RALPH BAERMAN of Washington, in a conversation with 
noted the type of individuals attending 
commented "You will find them everywhe 
will find them some day hanging from the lamp posts", an 
think so too = just so they don’t get us first", 


, was in contact with SMITH recently 


ane mi that, SMITH contact Mrs, WINTERS. 





it was learned that SMITH did cont ean effort 
@ contribution from her to help finance his Meshincton activities. 





Damar oN 5, eee — , eee ee Pd nam ae ont = an oll 
DOI iu LAMESUIN 9 Win? was AV iger Ly avuu 


VEL 1 
who left kis employ in November to g@ to Texas for his he saith, has now returned 
to Detroit and is starting a popasta egos and letter business. He has been 
in contact with STH in 's 
mimeographing business. ' 
EE>—_—_—_—[_£_££— LL =——_=———— 
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SMITH has received corres e from varjous nationalists 
and important political figures, according to His 
recent correspondence has included letters f sanan 


: ’ 
United States Senator GREEN of the Senate Committee Campaign Expenditures, 

from Senator HOMER RERGUSON and Senator ARTHUR WAND RGe The letter from 
VANDENBURG began "My Dear Gerald" and thanks for his comment on VANDENSURG's 
recent speech. The letter ended with the words "Warm personal regards and best 
wishes", Senator FERGUSON in his letter told SMITH he was in favor of leaving 
the approval of treaties and the declaration of war in the hands of the United 
States Senate and also favored the two-thirds rule for confirmation of treaties. 
SMITH has also received mail from Senator ARTHUR CAPPER and from SEAR Sa 

of the House of Representatives. . 


In his correspondence with nationalists he has received 


mail from OSCAR‘SMITH, head of the Farmers Guild of Frankfort, Indiana, HARXY 
ROMER, candidate Yor Vice President of the United States on the America First 


as Wares 


cas : 
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Party ticket last November, 
SOUTHARD of Chicago, Reverend Ii S 
Kentucky, former Congressman Di tay Governor 
Building, Portl 
Minneapolis and 


organization: 
GE, 1772 Ho 





stated they L 
had learned that SMITH'’s collections receive rou e mail from his followers 


were as follows on the following dates: 


$ 32.00 January 25 
29,00 January 26 
28,00 January 27 

9250 January 30 
15.50 January 31 
10.00 February 1 
94200 February 2 
48.00 February 7 
75.00 February 9 

183200 February 21 
38,00 March 15 








stated that d been in b 

Detroit to visit SMITH ter part of J niormant did not ©: 
know the purpose of his visit. Informant also stated that DON LOHBECK, SMITUtSs 
_ secretary who is at present in a conscientious objector camp ‘ar 





was back in Detroit on a furlough during February and spent consi-iera 
th SMITH during this period. However, Informant did not leam the nature 
of their conversations, 
-15= 
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ENCLOSURES 





TC_ THE BUREAU 


An admission card to hear GERALD L. K. SMITH at a rally 
under the avspices of the National “mnergency Committee at Temple Hall, 338 South 
Warshfield, Chicago, Illinois, at which the subject would be "Liberty in the 
Ralance",. 


Letter accompanying the above card on letterhead of the 
National Emergency Committee bearing heading "A Mobilization Of Nationalists For 
The Preservation Of American Sovereignty". 


Letter on stationery of GERALD L. K. SMITH in which Subject 
announces publication of the Washington Letter, referring to it simply as "The 
Letter", 


_Subject's general letter to his followers for the month 
of February entitled "Courege Rewarded", 


Subject's general letter to his followers for the month 
of March entitled "Liberty in the Balance", 
\ 


Letter on letterhead of the National Emergency Comittee 
sent by Subject to persons on his mailing list. 


Excerpt from a letter written by TYLER KENT to his 


oth r tm WwW hd mit aw D nr an a 


eve, OF December & 1944 


OQ» 7 ohh 6 


Handbill entitled "The Sentinel", 


February issue of SMITH's magazine "The Cross and the 
Flag" e 
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INVESTIGATIVE REPORTS SUBMITTED IN THIS 
PARTICULAR CASE ARE NOT TD EE DISTRIBUTED 
TO OTHER GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES, 


UND &VELOPED LEADS 


DETHOIT FIELD DIVISION 


At DETROIT, MICHIGAN, will maintain contact with 
confidential informants ine the Gumcea or following further activiti f 


WS te led A AGE aw Purposs Wa peek She pier 4 


the Subject. 


A copy of this report is being sent to the Chicago Field 
Division for information purposes in view of the alleged agitation against 
SMITH in that city and also to the Washington Field Division in view of SOTH's 
expanded activities in Washington, D.C. 
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"Although rr is " euitiirely icat whatner, ee. Walker 1 has’ savereos a the 
Ancrica First Party or rica First Gosek E08 1 is belteved he ts referring 
to an investi gation weave” presser y_conduc’ Gerald tf. with and his . is Americ 
First Party for yiolat be ai Corrup} Eractices Act of 29°05. ° Ba! a 
party is of recent origin and ps POS. Aine x2 oR ire Pe ee 


Walker states, was dissol ved ‘short iy af er Pearl Harbor. Tt iy true, however, ~ : 
that Many mend ers oF “Sel th’, ye in ca First F ry. alse comected ' with the’ > 
America First Committee. bie CEN Og SPER ib Sse 


investigation af Saith 
of saeies ¢ expenditures | lore tac 


- Act, was initiated on. 2 caer 30s 29 Depar 
and is continuing to x ieee the nee the p | ocelve 

' £hformation “Taal cat “Int ce "ite a teste case as 
wtated by Mr. Sapte You will recall Guith ; ids aspociates have also bem 
ihvestizated by the Bureau for thair so-called Wationalist activities faring 
the past several years, JFnformation developed in this investigatiqn which is 
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, Gaughter, has been promoted to a head research job on Time 
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Broadway Underground GI?) 


Weneron KOO, whose wife's tooreve book about 

China was suppressed, may be appointed ambassador to the 
U.S... . Mohandas Gandhi is readying a final ultimatum to 
Great Britain to be delivered this month ... Our State Depart- 
ment will undergo a shakeup just after the San oy hates , 
Francisco conference, maybe @ little sooner ,., 
Within 90 days, al} civilian travel between the 
East and West Coasts will be suspended, to 
make way for a flood of 6upplies to the Pacific 
area... The Department of Hts to 






2 hr ee re 





BYRSTICES act 






Secretary of Labor Perkins to put in a CIO man 
aS second assistant. to coupterbalance Dan <.- 
Tracy, AFL manu, who is her first assistant, 


oe 


ECRETARY OF COMMERCE WALLACE will Seatiee Linis 
encourage postwar travel, so foreign countries 
can have plenty of American dollars with which to buy our Prod- 
ucts ...New York city will be getting plenty of twodollar bills, ; 
which soldiers are receiving in their pay, Incidentally, what- ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
ever became of Mexico’s Tequirement that all tourists change eo bets cae B18) 
their money to twodollar bills before being allowed over the yoo fet " ta 
border? . , , Miami Beach hotels @re now buying space on the HERE: sf OA, AGS (19) 
. Tadio to keep their rooms filled » +» Bungalows you once rented & hwo oo Tadd: oe 
, @t Long Beach for $300 a season will cost you five times that 


amount this summer ... There'll soon be stories about the short. DATE Joft a: BY Ped 16703 Et 
age of ships preventing furioughs of soldiers from the Western = - aa oe A 

Front after V-E Day... The black marketeers are going in 

for stit) another hecessary commodity-—salt . . . The Newspaper 

Guild bail this year will be called off because of the curfew. 

/—v 


Hottywoop is alarmed to hear that J. Arthur Rank, the 
British movie mogul, plans to build @ studio in Mexico (Rank 
i signing up U.S. stars at fabulous figures) 
..- A Teturning correspondent says Evelyn Enight's recording of 
“Datice With the Dolly” is to Paris of 1945 what “A Broken Dol!’ 
was to Paras in 1918... Dougtas Montgomery, formerly of Holy- 
wood, has been borrowed from the Canadian Army to star in a 
London film for the RAF... Nina Foth, of Columbia's “A Song 
to Remember." hears that the Nazi captain who ordered the mur- 
er of her grandfather (former speaker of the Dutch Parliament) 
as been captured and will be tried As & War crimina) ... While on 
ur overseas With the USO, Irene Manning made a British film, - 
T Lite in Grosvenor Square,” with Dean Jagger and Anna. Neagle— 
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Hi aboul an American Gl... George Chatterton writes Freddy . yA ° 
mb that he is using his old Club 18 routines to entertain GI's f 
! 


‘ 
With the Fafzis Army in Italy, rn 





a aa ’ oh ‘ 
ILLIAM I. NEAL 35 gated Lo become sdministrator of the *_ / es < 

Rurai Electrification Administration. the job that Aubrey - $° 
Williams didn’t get... Republican Senator Homer E. Capehart . 
ir offering his public relations man a fat bonus if he can per- -} 
suade the public to stop referring to him as “the JukeBox Kine” 
a aie 4 book on Government affairs recently completed by Secre- 
tary Ickes is being held up by two other Government agencies 
which don't want it published... The Lublin government and 
the Polish underground are conferring on how to reach an 
Understanding about a new Polish government (the thing that 
tmay hold up the San Francisco conference) ... An American 
woman is willing to spend ten or twelve million dollars to es- 
tablish German-American schools in Germany, with the facul- 
tes divided 50-50 between American and German teachers, but 
Bhe ean't wet Lo first base with the plan. 

“_“< 


i 

BRrAtRice LILLIE is set for @ Hollywood junket ... Connie Tal. { 
mpdge suffered three broken ribs when she en 

tail ofja swordfish while swimming near Havana . : Eee cane 

will broadcast a series from Washington to boost the Seventh War 

Loan drive, starting May 7... Marion MacPhail MacPhail's 


































Magazine . . , Crooner Larry Donglas, using an alias, will 
out for the Dodgers at their Bear Mountain Cant. ware 
raeP eNmi ro of ie eyelagsts Vineyard whaling Captains, is 
lead. Was Captain Bodfish who gave the Navy th CeSsATy 
dope about South Pacific istand : ares oF 
broke out... Victor Borge, Danizh concert and night club pianist 
br 


(and farmer movie actor), will do propaganda oadcasts to his 
pative land for the OWL... For the Department of Social Trends: 
Tommy Manville is reported occupying 


Mon Rae ® room ip his garage at 













< + 















epg 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


GERALD L. K. SMITH 


PART 14 OF 18 


FILE NUMBER : 62-43818 


FEDERAL BUREAU 
Fr IN 


© VESTIGATION 


FREEDOM OF INFORMATION/PRIVACY ACTS 
RELEASE 


tr: GEPN TS le oat 








SUB: 
A fF as 

VOL: 7 
PAGES REVIEWED: Ss 
PAGES RELEASED: 7 





NOTES: 








*xNO DUPLICATION FOR THIS PAGEx 


< 
i y os + es 1a. é - oF ee -_ 
"oo. ,  =rasmas Ro ys 


- “34776 
-Aesistant Attorney Oenere Ton Cy Clark : ort Is U5 | 
John Bager Hoover = ~ Director, Federal Bure: of f Tnvectiection - 


© 
“GERALD Le BF SMITH; THE ARICA FIRST PARTE 
THTERMAL SECURITYy SEDITION, 


Ly 
the, 


wo 


Yor your further information in the scadcaat matter thore are enclosed” 
herew! th shotostatie copies of the following matorialss 


1. Booklet entitled, oni Platforms of the Anerica First Party.® 
2. Fourpage mimeogrmaphed leaflet entit Courage Rewarded .* 


. 3- Clreular dated February lh, 1945, captioned, }Tatt onal Energency Conmittee." 
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Director, FBI 
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ALL INFORM ICN CONTA 982322.4.25-°3 PG": ae 
HERE! Pie ae: it ASSIFIED INTORNAL SECURITY - ag a ace - ae 


SECURITY MATTER ae 


DATE rede: /e> BY conc Ss 


Dear Sir: 


The following infcrmation has been received fro | 
wa -:-- identity is known to the Bureau, concerning he ECtivities-[, 00 
of the Subject SMITH during the veriod from March 16, 1945, to Apri} 5, 1945, 











inclusive. 
| S“ITH is plenning~a number of meetings of his followers in the 
: near future. On Sunday, April 8, 1945, he will hold 4 neeting in Sdffalo, 
_ Maur Vawl md ha we fF wertt at 4 fa +h at4 tn atl wha attandaad 


aor iUlNy ana nas sent invitations ior this meeuing uo Gia ner sons Wid attended 
his two previous meetings in Buffalo. He is alse holding a meeting in Detrcit, 
Vichigan, on April 19, 1945. Informant believed that the Detroit meeting is 
to be helo at the Detroit Leland Hotel but did net know where the Buffalo 
meeting wovld be held. As far as is known, SMITH will be the cnly speaker at 
these meetings, 
On Avril 20, 1945, SVITH plans to leave Detroit for San Fran~ 
_« isco where he will observe the overations of the United Nations Conference 
to be held in that city starting April 25, 1945. On his way to Sen Francisco 
he plans to hold a series of meetings. The first of these will be in Chicago 
on Sunday, April 22, 1945, at the LaSalle Hotel. Two meetings will be held, 
one in the afternoon and the other in the evening. The speakers will be _CARL 
FETS of Indianapolis and D=AN E/S!ITH of Chicago in addition to Subject 
SY‘ ITH. The meeting will be under the auspices of a committee of World War II Pr 
veterans and Subject SMITH'S name wil] not appear in conrection with ae It 
was expected that about 250 people would attend. -: . 
From Chicago SMITH will travel to St. Louis, acdc where 
he will hold a meeting on a date as yet undetermined. Thereafter, he will 
proceed westward hclding meetings, according to the voresent schedule, at. 
Denver, Colorado, Salt Lake City, Utah, and possibly at Oakland, Calif on 
cz-4 - 
He was in contact recently with Mrs. ohh she canted 
Ohio, head of “a group of “professional mothers" in BALt city, art 
suggested to her that she and her followers shouZG are 43 1945sessions Wy ve 
; | cour aller _ & I 
neo ZRacdr 7 
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of the United Nations Conference at San Francisco’. She indicated that this 
was a good idea and that she might act upon it. SMITH stated he would see 
her there. 


SMITH has discussed at greet length with his various followers 
the meeting which he held in Chicago on March 15, 1945, which meeting was 
picketed by persons whem S!'ITY said were "Commnist Jews" and which ended in 
a near riot. S ITH believes that the publicity incident to this meeting has 
reacted very favorably for him and that the newspavers branded the group as 
Communists. He believes the riot was incited by FISHBsIN, editor of the 
Jewish Sentinel." 

H. 1 /bsiton, Secretary of the Plasterers' Union, whose hall 
was rented by S!"}fH for his Chicago meeting, advised SMITH that. FISHBEIN had 
written to JOHM FITZPATRICK, President of the Chicago Federation of Labor, 
and WILLIAM/GREEM, President of the American Federation of Labecr, making an 
official protest against the fact that the union had allowed S!ITH to use 
the hall for the meeting and stating that there was a rumor that several 
former Bund members were active inthe union. SMITH states that FISHRZIN 
pulled 2 "boner" in writing this letter to the unicn officials since they are 
all now mad at him and taking S\ITH'S side. He also stated that the Commu- 
nists had always tried to make him apnear anti-labor and that now labor is 
turning out to be his chief benefactor. He believes that the disturbance 
created at the Chicago meeting boomeranged against the incited it. 
S“ITH also states he has received a wire from a certain lis Chicago hoe 
stating that the question at issue was freedom of speech an right of assem 
blage and not the correctness or incorrectness of SMOITH'S philosophy. 





SYITH is also taking an interest in meetings of other than 
his own organization. He made arrangements for anti-Communist literature to 
be distributed at a meeting addressed by EARL BROWDER in Detroit on April 5, 
1945. However, at the last minute this plan was called off since he could 
get only one of his workers to agree to distribute the literature. However, 
he did have his secretary attend the meeting and make notes on what BRONDER 
said. Informant states thet his secretary advised SMITH that BRODER made 
no comment on him. 


He has been in contact with various Nationalist Associates 
during the past few weeks. He made an effort to contact Reverend HARVEY 
/SPaE:GeR-at Denver, Colorado, at wnose church SMITH will hold his Denver 


‘meeting on his wey to San Francisco. Informant did not believe, however, 
that SMITH had actually been in contact with SPRINGER. 





| 
He was in contact with eae his former secretary, 
who has recently returned to Detroit after s‘ending several months in Texas. 


Pe en 
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DORMHARLAN » a local lawyer who represents the mother of TYLER a“ 

Het, advised gurl recently thet had some interesting material for SMITH. 

He has been in contact with SSH yOSE who is his organizer of World far II 

eterans and who has recently been working in Chicago. An individual named 

whose first name was_unknown to the informant, met with SMITH in Detroit 
on April 5 and 6, 1945. is a resident of Chicago, and informant did not 
know the ournose of his meeting with SITH. On March 31, 1945, SMITH endeavored 
to contact some unknown individual at Little hock, Arkansas. 


as employee of the Bureau of, Internal Revenue, 
sooke with SMITI! at considerable length concerning the latter's tax problems. 


S“ITH indicated that he wanted tc discuss with someone his "whole tax picture, 
war taxes, Social Security, etc." and thet he wanted to see one of the "old 
timers" in the Bureau concerning this, since he had political enemies and did 
ant to talk to anyone who had gotten a job during the last three years. 
ta: he was an "old timer" sinc? he had - ‘twenty-nine years 
an 














hat his nolicy was to give everybody a break. then stated, "I am 
calling you because I think we have the Revenue Agents inside checking on you 
from the Department in Washington and I don't want this against you....sssoee 
If they come along and tell me what to do and--well, I don't want to do it. 

I just wanted to give you a break so that is why I gave you a ring." 


SMITH continues to expand his program for the distribution of 
literature. He is still sanding copies of his monthly magazine to all members | 
of Congress. He has had 10,000 of his Washington News letterheads printed and 
has ordered more of his Nationalist News Service stationery. VIRGINIA LOHBECK, 
who is in charge of his office, advised informant that within the last week 
she had run off 32,000 pieces of mimecgraphed literature. He is sending 
special material in addition to his regular monthly letter to all his Chicago 
followers. On one item of literature in particular, the exact nature of which 
‘was unknown to informant, S!‘ITH has already mailed out 6,985 copies and was 
preparing an edditional 1,590 copies. 


In an apparent effort to expand his already large mailing 
list he obtained the names of two mailing list companies, Boyd's City Dispatch, 
114 zZast Twenty-third Street, and W. S. Ponton Company, 635 Sixth Avenue, both 
of New York. These comvanies are supposed to have lists of wealthy individuals 
and S!ITH will obtein from then their mailing list catalogs. 


has evidently had scme differences with a former close friend 
of his, GiORGS/FOSTER of Chicago, head of the Constitutional Americans. SMITH 
is unable to understand why FOSTSR is mad at him but on March 28, 1945, at a 
meeting of FOSTER'S group in Chicago FOSTER made an attack upon SMITH. 


Informant learned that on March 20, 1945, SMITH'S mail collec- 
tions amounted to 314.50 and on April 5, 1945, to 333.00. ‘SMITH has added to 
his mailing list the name of MES ene one of the owners of the ARNOLD 
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to him recently have been and 


SECURITY MATTER - SSDITION 
Very truly yours, 


persons contributing funds 
eal HICK 


| A. GUERIN Good 


Snecial Agent in Charge 
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INT:RUAL SECURITY . 
SEDITION 


For your further information there are enclosed herewith shotowtatie 
copies of a leaflet entitled 


Marning $i, which re-ortedly is being circulated 
by Sxxith and his associates, 


ye 
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ESTIMATED TOTAL ATTENDANCE WAS EIGHT HUNDRED FIFTY. SMI 
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MENTION OF THE FACT THAT HE WAS IN ACCORD WITH ARCH! SHOP same ffrriter 


OF CHICAGO IN OPPOSING THE AIMS OF RUSSIA AND ENGLAND AND REPEATEDLY 
REFERRED TO THE SAN FRANCISCO PEACE CONFERENCE AS A COMBINED QUOTE 
DUMBARTON HOAX UNQUOTE QUOTE CRIME OF CRIMEA UNQUOTE AND QUOTE THE SAN 
FRANCISCO SELL OUT UNQUOTE, CLAtMING THAT THE SAN FRANCISCO CONFERENCE 
AQ RE INm eDaNence T nee he 


WAS BEING SPONSORED O PROMOTE AND SAFEGUARD BRITISH POSSESSIONS AND 
RUSSIA 


"a Pb 


ENLARGE THE INTERNAT f ONAL STRENGTH O « SUBJECT STATED HE WOULD 


Be AT THE SAN FRANC ISCO CONFERENCE BUT WOULD FIRST MAKE SPEECHES tN 
ST LOUIS, DENVER, ae SALT LAKE CITY, FRED, KISTER ‘ACTED AS MASTER OF 
CEREMONIES AND MADE MANY ANTI-SEMITIC STATEMENTS. DEAN | EXQSMITH, “WHO 
HAS MADE A NUMBER OF APPEARANCE S BE F ORE THE CITIZENS USA COMMITTEE AND 
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As you have been previously notified, the Subject SMITH is 1 
AL Detroit April 21, 1945 for an extended trip during which time he will hold. 

meetings at Chicago, St. Louis, Denver, Salt Lake City, and San Francisco, 
Traveling with him and acting as a perponet end contieenyeal pegainds will [ 
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April 21, 1945 












The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
c/o Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


Attached herewith is the photostat to which I referred 
in my last communication with you. 


If anyone in Philadelphia is imperso ating an FBI agent 
in an attempt to coerce a building management, I am sure 


that you will be anxious to put an end to such chicanery. 


ALL INFORM ATON CQUTAL 


Sincerely yours, 
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Organized December 10th, 1847 


| Office of the State Secretary 


- SONS OF AMERICA BUILDING 
1317-19 N. Broap Sraeer 
PHILADELPHIA 22, PA. 


Current Events Club, 
1317-19 N. Broad St. ‘ 
eer - 7 


_ Dear Maem: - 


~ Several complaints have: ‘reached us’ against your | 
holding meetings. in’ our’ Building, through members of 

the F. B, Ie and otherwise. eae 

Rev. ‘Gerald ‘Smith: is’ to’ speak here this’ meme 

a | am comelled under the. circumstances to cancel. 

. the lease, and advise you that we ‘cannot permit your . 


meeting here this evening of Mir. Smith is to be present ee 


ap Pale om 


“or deliver an address. © Wp 


Very truly. yours, 


cae 


CBH/MIH 


amie 


a ue : 


Mrs. Litiiem Parks, Secretary, 


L,. 2. 


State Secretary, P.0.S,of A. | 
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Patriotic Order Sons of America 


April 13, 1945. 


‘Today they advise’ ‘us the 


ae 


We made efforts: tO peach 7 you by telephone all 


‘Your phone’ aia not ; answer, — 








Ged, Our Country and Our Order 
STATE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ~ 
State Parsivrar a 
TRA T. FISS Mh 
Shamokin Dam, Pa. - 
Starz Vict-Peeaweur 
GEORGE H. LARE, Jr. 


322 Lemonte Etreet : + 
_ Roxborough, Phila. 28, Pa. : 





Svarz Mastza or Forms 

FRANK §. DOERRMAN 

144 W. Douglas Street 
Reading, Pa. 


Starz Tarasceca 
EUGENE F, HENDRICKS . 
131] Hampden Blvd, 
Reading, Pa. 


Svarz Secarrany 
CHARLSTS BRUMM HELMS 
Bons of America Building 
1317-19 North Broad Street — 

Philadelphia 22, Pa. 
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| | eee Director, rat & a a Ree re. | DATE: “tpt 3, 1945 
fron «dae semia "AL INFQRMATION CONTAINED 
SUBJECT: =" $= GERAIDL. RO SMITH. oe ‘“ 
- | @ AMERICA ae PARTY BERE OLASSIFIED 
INTERNAL SECURITY eo 3 


Informants of the Detroit Field Divieion advise that 
Subject SMITH will leave Detroit on April 21 for the purpose of attending 


tha Tntarnati anal Canfaerance af the finitad Matiane whisk wt) hasta in 


SS A EE RT RR FEE MAR WEE Well WORE Ue 


San Francisco on April 25, 1945. Enroute to San Francisco, SMITH will 


eee wes 


GOVERN eae T 


S\ 


stop at several cities for the purpose of holding meetings of his followers : 


and make speeches, The first meeting will be held in the Century Room 

of the La Salle Hotel, Chicago, at 3:00 Pu and 8:00 PM on Sunday, April 22, 
Because of the disturbances which attended SMITH'S meeting in Chicago on 
March 15 his connection with the meeting on April 22 will be kept secret 


and the meeting ostensibly will be held under the auspices of the "Veterans — 


of World War II." This is a fictitious organization existing in name only 


and set up by SMITH-for the purpose of holding this meeting. Speakers at 


’ stopping at Kansas City but infonsants did not know at this time whet 
he would hold a meeting there or simply a press conference, ee -”, 


at the tabernacle of Reverend HARVEE-SPRINGER. Arrangements for t 


- 7 - - . -- : c < * . * - 
. a oa S eo get - aH ete 1s - «'[ . ; rie 
ce baie IT a we te Lie ee Re mt ge ne i ens Ao ae Fert eut BAS ae enaende ae 


the meeting in addition to the Subject. SMITH will be ‘CARL -MOTE of Indiana— 

polis and DE ITH of Chicago. It is expected that about two hundred 

dad people will attend the meeting. FRED-KISTER will Preside. 

i. i = 

On April 23 or 24, SMITH will hold a meeting in St. Louis 

at a place not definitely decided as yet. Informants believe it will be © 

either one of the two meeting places, the Kiel Auditorium or at the 

DeSoto Hotel. RUTH-TOHBECK is said to be the arrangements for the 

Ste Louis meeting. ‘After leaving St. Louis SMITH tentatively plans on | 







On April 30, SMITH will hold a meeting at 1 ee Colo 
meeting are said to have been made by ea a pial On leaving Beavers! 


ait 
Ris 


An ~ 499707 


RECCR MES Ramer mee 


SMITH has made tentative arrangements to havea meeting within the aa 


few days at galt Lake City, Utah, providing necessary arrangements can be 
made there, KES and an individual named MAC KNIGHT, both of . 
whom are believed to be lawyers, are said to have bate ree: to ‘arrange aT 


am as 


‘ SMITH plans on sertvlag at San geanctacs auviac the first: 
few days of May, 1945. He has tentatively planned to stay in San Francisce 
about three weeks, During this period he contemplates holding a meeting _ 
at Oakland, California, where a Mrs.-®SSiG, formerly a member of the. ~~ 
aneraee First p Comett ees wit make ee for such a meeting. : 


, meeting at Salt Lake City. kee nes. oo (8TO. ety ak 
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Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH 
April 3, 1945. . AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION 


SMITH is not believed to have any definite program outlined 
for opposition to the activities of the San Francisco Conference. At the 
present time he contemplates attending all the public sessions of the 
conference and will attempt to learn from such sources as there are available 
all information which he can concerning the activities of the conference 
and ite delegates, Since he has recently established the Nationalist News 
Service, he may attempt to qualify his wife and Miss RENATA*TEGANT, his 
secretary, as press representatives which would entitle them to attend 
sessions of the conference that SMITH himself might not be able to attend 
and in this manner get information which otherwise would not be available 
to him, LEGANT and Mrs. SMITH are accompanying SMITH to San Francisco 
but it is not believed that he is traveling with anyone else. 


The Chicago, St, Louis, Denver, Salt Lake City, and San 
Francisco Offices are requested to make arrangements for coverage of the 
meetings above referred to and the reporting of what takes place at such 
meetings. It should be noted that no surveillance of the Subject is 
desired nor should any agents attend any such meetings but coverage should 
be effected solely through informants, In the event that SMITH holds a 
meeting at Kansas City the Kansas City Field Division is requested to make 
arrangements for similar coverage of such a meeting. In the event SMITH 
holds only a press conference in that city it is requested that the Kansas 
City Office report the results of such press conference as set out in the 


daily newspapers, 


The San Francisco Field Division is requested to lear through 
informants the nature and extent of SMITH'S activities in that city in 
connection with the United Nations Conference but it is believed advisable 
that such information be obtained solely through informants. 


As further information is obtained concerning the specific 
dates and places of the meetings above referred to and any other contem- 
plated activities of the Subject SMITH, the interested offices will be 
notified by the Detroit Field Division. 


mm 


CC: Chicago 
St. Louis 
| Kansas City 
y Denver 


Salt Lake City 
San Francisco : (1 7 
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, San Francisee Vonfarence - 


: We have received information to the of tect that Gerald L - Saith, 
who you will recall is the head of the America First Party in Detroit, Michizan, 
will attend the International Conference of the United Nations in San Francisco, 
California. Acoording to our source of information, Saith fis not belisved to 
have any definite program outlined for apposition to the activities of the 
San Franciseo Conference, but does contemplate attending all the public sessions 
af the conference and will attexpt to leam from such sources as there are 8° 
available all information he can concerning the activities of the conference and 
its delevates. It has been said that since Smith has recently established the 
Kationalist News Service he may atterpt to qualify his wife and a Miss Renata 
Lezant, his secretary, as press representatives, thus entitling thes to attend 
sessions of the conference which Smith himself might not be able to attend and 
in this manner ee information which orhereree would hot be iavetiabte to him. 

. Advice has also boen received to the effect that | Smith in @ recent 
contact with M-s, David Stanley of Cleveland, Ohio, suggested that she and other 
Z " pembers of her mothers! organization also go to San Francisco for the conference, 
~'.. and Mrs. Stanley reportedly indicated that she would do so. We heve also bem 
i  .) informed that at ea meeting held in the hase of Mrs. Blanche Winters c? Detroit, 
=. ‘Wiehigan, on Warch 8, 1945, Mrs. Winters stated that she, Vivian Felloms of 
“-""" Saugatuck, Connecticut, ‘Brs. Lyrl Van Hyning of Chicago and other nstidgal 3, ty 
2". Jeadera of Mra, ¥interst others* organisation were planning 9, attéad the San . 
. Francisco Corference and rea to se acne the intieanie of aed gonference and 
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; : ‘Tt his also Veet eee re ‘this Sarcan that ee ‘ecugressha 
Martin. L. Sweeney’ recently organized @ group in Cleveland, Ohio, nom ee the a 
~ , “Intelligent American. ¥cters League." Swoenay was reportedly formerly connected 
: a nae ete eete ahahe fl recen Ars with Gerald L. K. Saith.-: Accord 


ant first pw of Sweeney's group it was decided to 
Dei ane ‘de ciate te ¥e tee. gen Frangince erence to agitate and adout, 
4 


4 ma V4 
\ ‘ 


woe ’ pe ta 
atlgen Sess a 


ca ne? hoe Sh 











44e AER ‘a nd oh M. ‘if agri \\ 
| Redon BLUSEAU OF post i 41493, 


PARTMENT 0 


Senanaetanreete j fas 





| Sey 
fe. a Cop PIES DEs ff ie 
LOE iy 4 yg © 206 oop gmaven 





t 





% FOS A ayes Bp nein s: orth “ 
attention to the fact 
It was also decided that a group of veterans and Gold Star Mothers would co 
to the conference as they haa = “to rates cepa and nee — cute 
does not sell out to Russia.® | : OE Fro 
. In the event further bakorent (ee: fe poceiived ty the Raxeaa wlitie< 
to the enntamplated activities of the individuals mentioned above at the San 
Francisco ee oer gh will be made eee to a, ak ae ee 
~~ ‘o : 
} ¢ : ~- é fe a a 
's . ne e . 
Pa ~ { oa . ¢ = A at 
‘ = es d ‘\ ce + : - : oe d 
: * a : ° ‘ ~~. . ia ’ : = 7 - . +t a - . - ~~ 
a -~ qd ~ . = 
ve . 
: a, a . ook < 40°F ' ” . s 8 re 
z. ee L4c” ioe “ . , Be 
ae . f 2 s - -_ x 2 2 oe ow 
oo ve 2 te os 7 . mn ff iA, ae . F 
. as 1 meee ‘6p “se = - «} * 4 
Sys he fo" we? 1 ee . eos ' earn hae 
1 * 
a . ; ; % “ a : . ss, i ee 
¥ yea . ps ; te i ‘e i Sa = 
a . we PT, b 
. = a _ a ae - - wet ny it. t , oe “ , 
» : 7 . ah a : Pas - 2 
i we eS 7 ; iad * . aw ae ES ~ mee yea z aay) cod + 
ear: : Jetta I Ca ee A a cea 
5 x a i 7 as oe te Og : ae Bec : eae ae ‘, 
ar ae - A an ee “ - ah alae 7 "y ae a C ae ‘e 
a ps eA + at ay 7 - » ee = 7 : “ ~ 


@ 






Offer Memoranda UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ~ 
r 2 ‘ : Eps ee eee ee: : pees ee 
TO: "DIRECTOR, FeE. a 2 - a a ‘DATE: “apr. oa 1945 


bo rth SAC, Detroit _ 


co gon hg AEDT cnn 


Sey marr RENE WGUSSEED 
DATE zee BI placa 


- 





cor ae \ 
: a we | In futherance of the information relative to the above uh sect contained 
reece. y\ an the Detroit Field Division letter dated April 3, 1945, it has been learned - 
through Informants of this Field Division that the Subject's meeting in Chicage 
will be held at the time and place mentioned in the reference letter, The meeting 
to be held in St. Louis will be in Assembly Room 2 at the Kiel auditorium on 
April 24th. There will be no meeting at Kansas City but the meeting at Denver 
will be at the time and place set out in the reference letters 


SMITH is expected to arrive in Salt Lake City on May 2 or a. 1945 and 
- Informants believed that a meeting will be held that city, probably at one of 
the lecal hotels, either on: 2 or 3, Res eres for this meeting are 
being made through JEREMIAY/STOKES and J. Hy/{McKNIGHTe 







Subject SMITH will arrive in San a en May Ps er 5, 19450 ‘He has 
not. yet been able to locate a place to stay, Informants state no definite plans 
have as yet been made for the aieiacerate meet in Oabiang a eae referred 
to in the reference letter. . . aS 









— 


SMITH is expected to stay in San ee for several weeks, although 
definite plans as to the length of his stay, After leaving San Francisco 
(feo to Portland, Oregon to see the wife of former United States Senator | 
RUFUSYHOLMAN. She is the widow of former United States Senator LUNDEEN of | 

sota. Informants believe that SMITH may hold a meeting in Portland and that 
on his ret from the Pacific Coast he may also hold a meeting in Bismarck, North 
peste ere Ke is expected to contact friends of former United States Senator | 

+}. NYE He may also hold a meeting at Minneapolis on his way back te 

Sooner As further information is obtained concerning the meetings at Rortlans, 
emerek and Minneapolis, offices covering those points will be notifieds 
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: As requested in reference letter the Chicago, St. ‘Louis, Denver, galt. ae 
Lake City, and San Francisco Offices are requested to arrange for coverage and 
reporting of the meetings above set out but it is again being pointed out that 
this coverage should be effected eolely through Informants, Since no meeting is 
being held by the Subject in Kansas City, the Kansas City Field Division is ) 
requested to report any press conference held by the Subject in that city as thet 
result of said conference may appear in the daily newspapere, The San Francisce 
Field Division, while SMITH is in San Franciece, will effect such ‘coverage of his 
actAyayses as de set out a the reference iettere 
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Letter to Director Re: GERALD L, K. SMITH 
4/17/45 AVERICA FIRST PARTY 


TWIST COMODTRy 
AN LOONNAL 8OVURLL 


SEDITION 


In all reports submitted by the above Field Divisions, the Detroit 
Field. Division should be carried as the office of origin. 


SMITH will also hold a meeting for his followers at the English Room 
of the Book Cadillac Hotel, Detroit, at 8:00 pem, on April 19, 1945. He will 
be the sole speaker and according to the card advertising the meeting will 
discuss, "The Breton Woods - 'Steal', The Dumbarton — 'Hoax', and the San 
Francisca ~ tSell-Out!,." The card also states that this meeting is being held 
on the eve of SMITH's departure for San Francisco and a West Coast speaking 
tour and that he and ten instructed observers will study the San Francisco 
United Nations Conference in behalf of twenty-one Nationalists Groups. as far 
as is known the only persons traveling with SMITH on this trip to the West Coast 
will be his wife and his Secretary Miss RENATA,REGANT. Coverage of the Detroit | 
meeting will be effected through Informants offthe Debrost Field Divisione 
SMITH will leave petroit on April 21, 19456 
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va The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


(g2-k2Be18- 6979 
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an ALD L.K. SMITH, was. 

q AMERICA FINST PARTY 

; INTERNAL. SECURITY - G 

4 SECURITY MATTER; SEDITION 

i FEDFRAL CORRUPT PRACTICES ACT of 1925 
(Bureau File #462~43818) 


Reference is made to the report of Special en 

dated at Washington, DeC., March 7, 1945, in the above captioned bre 
rt gontained a lead for the New York Office to contac Ai 
of ths/Anti-Nazi Teague, New York City, to determine the identity 

e girl who\is reported to be employed in the office of GERALD L.K. 

SMITH by the Anti\Nazi Leame. 











In view of the relatims betwean the Anti-Nazi League and the 
New York Picld Division this lead is not being covered at the present time. = 
It is believed that the Detroit Office may be in a position to ascertain 
the identity of this person. No investigation will be conducted in this 


matter by the New York Office unless specifically requested by the Detroit 
Field Divisim. | 
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sederal Bureau of Investigation ae 
United States Department of Justice frei 
Detroit 26, Michigan ieee 
April 23, 1945 abriaal ; 
ee 
} b eae : I 
Director, FBI. 
Re: G L. x urn, with aliases; a 
e T RICA FIRST PARTY i a 
N INTERNAL SECURITY io . 3 a4 
- SEDITION = ee v° yl, | 
| (62-43818; 429705) == AG. sy ail Q 
2 | r Sir 
3) wit : 
«i ft t. Ne The following is on received concerning b 
se“ \bha Subject's activities f whose identity is 70 
eK t.{ . knw to the Bureau, during the per rom Apr to April 20,'1945, inw 
oe  -eftsive. , te Gea Uh 
se s ao. by SMITH'S reaction to the death of President ROOSEVELT was that it 
Ess ae a good thing the President had died since it was a case of one man with 
oo much authority for too long a period of time. SMITH stated it was apparent 


that HITLER was now out and with ROOSEVELT dead it appeared that all those who 
try to get all the power in their own hands, soon pass out of the picture, 

He felt that the death of ROOSEVELT left CHURCHILL and STALIN in bad shape 
since to them it was like the death of Santa Claus. He felt that TRUMAN was 
the best man on any of the tickets last fall and would make a better President 
than WALLACE. He stated he was thankful that WALLACE had not been Vice Presi- 
dent or the country would now be in the hands of the Reds. 


SMITH received information from RALPEESAERMAN, his Washington 
contact man, to the effect that President ROOSEVELT had been in very bad 
health for sometime prior to his death and that Mr. ROSENMAN had been signing 
documents for the president. BAERMAN stated that HARRY.HOPKINS was the most. 
important man in Washington today since he alone knew of ‘the commitments made 
at Yalta but that BAERMAN did not know the relationship between HOPKINS and 
President TRUMAN . BAERMAN thought that TRUMAN was hated by WALLACE and would 
have to get rid of WALLACE and other erenies within the Government or they 
would ruin him, SMITH spoke to DON.LOHBECK, his former secretary, who is now 
in a conscientious objector camp, and LOHBECK stated that if President 
ROOSEVELT had died three months earlier, WALLACE would be President now and 
there wouldn't be anything to feel relaxed about. SMITH considers ROOSEVELT'S 
death to be a parallel to that of Judge EICHER, who was presiding at the de 
Washington sedition trial, since in both cases the individual had died befored 
crowd around him could put through the ideas they recs 
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Letter to the Director - Res: GERALD L. K. SMITH, was. ot al 
April 23, 1945 INTERNAL SECURITY 

. SEDITION 


As a result of President ROOSEVELT'S death, SMITH made some 
changes in his monthly magazine, "ThAYross and the Flag," which was in 
the course of preparation when the President died. He withdrew all 
derogatory references to Mr. ROOSEVELT and changed all items which were 
outdated by the President's death. One of the articles which he prepared 
following ROCSEV=LT'S death stated that President TRUMAN had not been in 
the confidence of President ROOSEVELT and knew little of what had been 
going on in the White House or among any of the great powers. He stated 
that ROOSEVELT had died with the secrets of the world on his heart. SMITH 
stated that TRUMAN had not been ROOSEVELT!'S choice for Vice President, but 
he had been farced onto the ticket by a coalition of Southern and Yestern 
Democrats and that everyone at the last Democratic Convention knew in 
nominating TRUMAN that they were nominating the next President of the United 
States. SMITH stated that only God could save TRUMAN from the clutches of 
the most ruthless and highly financed set of international conspirators the 
world had ever known. 


With reference to President TRUMAN, he stated that he was a 
commoner, that "He's like us", and some might call him a hillbilly. SMITH 
stated that "I'm for Grandma TRUMAN, if HARRY goes with Grandma, I'm for 
him, but if he allows those seaboard sophisticates, London chiselers, Moscow 
planners and Washington pinks to kidnap him, then I am against him. I will 
assume that he is the prodigal son raised in the right family but drifted 
into the wrong company." Later, SMITH commented that TRUMAN'S first speech 
had been very good, emphasizing justice and the fact that the great powers 
should serve the world and not dominate it. 


Dr. LELAND ‘ARION of Pontiac, Michigan, SMITH'S candidate for 
Governor of liichigan on ‘the AMERICA FIRST PARTY ticket last November, stated 
he suspected that President ROOSEVELT was not really dead, that no one had 
ever seen him lying in state in a casket and that the funeral had been con 
ducted very soon after his death. MARION felt there might be a diabolical 
scheme backed by the Jews for the purpose of having ROOSEVELT re-appear at 
some time in the future to become the head of the world government. SMITH 
told MARION he would check through his Washington sources to learn if anyone 
reputable actually had seen President ROOSEVELT'S body following his death. 


SMITH is planning a trip to San Francisco for the purposs of 
attending and observing the sessions of the United Nations Conference to 
be held at that city. He has told informant he will report on the activities 
of the Conference for twenty-six members of Congress, both Senators and 
Representatives, and will also mike reports to about 100 periodicals. On 
his way from Detroit to San Francisco, he will hold meetings of his followers 
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Letter to the Director se Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, was. et al 


April 23, 1945 INTERNAL SECURITY 
‘ - SEDITION 


ee 
at Chicago on April 22, St. Louis on April 24, Denver on April 30, and Salt 
Lake City on May 3. The meetings in these towns will be held respectively 
at the laSalle Hotel in Chicago, assembly room numer two of the Kiel ~ 
Auditorium in St. Louis, at Englewood Tabernacle of Dr. HARVEKSPRINGER 
in Denver, and at Hotel Utah at Salt Lake, city. SMITH expects to arrive 
in San Francisco on May 6 and his length of stay in that City is indefinite. 
He may also hold a meeting of his followers in San Francisco or Oakland since 
he has stated there are a lot of "old AMERICA FIRSTERS" out there. He has 
been unable pn hotel accommodations as yet in San Francisco and has },7_/ 
requested secretary to Senator HOMFR.FERGUSON of Michigan, 
to obtain a room for him. SMITH will be accompanied by Mrs. SMITH 
and his secretary, RENATA“LEGANT, SMITH planned to leave Detroit for the 
start of his trip on April 21, 1945. : 






On April 8, 1945, SMITH went to Buffalo, New York, to address 
a conference on monetary problems sponsored by JOSEPH\STOEPEL, @ friend 
and associate of his who lives in Buffalo. This conference was held at 
the Statler Hotel in Buffalo, 


On April 19, S\OTH held a meeting of his followers at the 
English Room of the Book-Cadillac Hote] in Detroit. Accommodations were 
provided for 350 people and the room was filled. SMITH was the only 
speaker and he told his followers of his contemplated trip to the Pacific 
Coast and also of the probable effect that the death of President ROOSEVELT 
would have upon the future policies of the United States. Informant states 
SKITH'S Chicago meeting on April 22 would be under the auspices of the 
Committee of Veterans of jforld iar II and that arrangements for the meeting 
had been made by FREB~KISTER of Chicago, a friem of SMITH'S, The speakers 
would be CARL H MMQTE of Indianapolis and DEAN BY\SMITH of Chicago, both 
close friends of SMITH, SMITH would also spesk, although his name was not 
mentioned in connection with the arrangements made at the meeting places, 
The St. Louls meeting is being held under the sponsorship of the "National Bs 
Emergency Comittee", which is said to represent "twenty-one nationalist 


" rangements for the Salt Lake City meeting were made through 
aniceiees. a friend of SMITH, who 1s located at 218 Atlas Building, bre 
Salt e City. : 


SMITH has been in contact with various associates and nationalist 
leaders in recent weeks. DON LOHSECK, his former secretary, was in Detroit 
some weeks ago and SMITH also contacted him when he spoke at Buffalo, New 
York, on April 8. An individual rane qa whose first name informant did bre 
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Lie is Mer bes a GEORGE, VOSE, 

! z to develop as an organizer of the Nationalist 
Veterans of iior 1d far I II was in Detroit recently and in contact with SMITH. 
The-~gewish Sentinel, a Chicago newspaper which has frequently attacked 
SMITH, is reported to have recently published an article stating that 
VOSE had received a dishonorable discharge from the United States Army. 
SMITH believes that YOSE has a good basis for a libel suit against this 
paper since VOSE'S discharge from the United States Army was honorable. 


An individual named (MR representing the Jewish press ani 
Publicity Service, which publishes a paper known as "The Day" at 60 East : 
42nd Street, New York, attempted to interview SLITH but was not able to do ea 
80. AN, @ Detroit lawyer who represents the mother of 
was in contact with SMITH recently for the purpose of giving him some in 
formation which HARLAN stated would be of value to hin. Sa ore Pa pret 
Flint, Michigan, contacted~SMITH from Washington to state that he had spent 
sone time with Justice FRANK PHY and had "gotten the low-down" on the 
Washington situation as it oot ed following the death of President 
ROOSEVELT. MAINS is known to be a reporter for a Flint newspaper, a 
national organizer of the Blue Star Mothers and a Captain in the Michigan 
State Troops. An individual named JACOB, evidently from out-of-towm, 
whose full name was unknown to informant, was in contact with SMITH on 
April 9. BERNARD BOWMAN, SMITH'S former assistant who left his employ in 
vember of 1944 and spent several months in Texas, has now returned to 
— Detroit and was in contact with SMITH, ,SMITH also spoke to FRED [KISTIR 
‘ahd of Chicago, and CARL “NOTE of Indianapolis, in Sounect ton 
with meetings on April 22, ‘He received a letter from PARK 
z former sedition trial defendant, advising that SAGE was not connected in SS 
way with HOMER-MAERTZ and that SAGE would attend the San Francisco Conference. 


> 





‘ GEORGE-ROSTER of Chicago, ahead of t EL play Americans" 
Ora and a former close friend of SMITH'S, has recently béegme unfriendly to = 

: ; SMITH as a result of some disagreement unknown to informant. SMITH was ab- 
sent from Detroit from April 12 to April.15, inclusive, during which { ime v 
he visited his mother and father at Delavan, Wisconsin, . Informant was not ag / 
able to learn much concerning SMITH'S receipts through the mail. On April yp? 
1l the receipts were $28.50. SMITH stated that he had received over 300 
responses from his followers up to April 18, 1945, although informant did 
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not know the total amount of money received. SMITH has been endeavoring to 
cut down his expenses somewhat, stating that during the summertime the in- 
come would be smaller and he wanted to reduce the expenses as much as. 
possible. The payroll for extra help at his office during one week in 

April was $228.40. An additional report to be sent to one of the Congressional 
committees investigating campaign expenditures was received by SLUTH during 
the early part of April and he advised DON LOHSECK to sign his name to the 
bottom of three or four blank pieces of paper so that when "they send in 

that report," evidently referring to the report required by the Congressional 
committee, they can have his signature for it. SMITH continues to semi out 
large ntities of literature. He sent 100 copies of his April letter to 

S. Ov SINDERSDN, 11 Twelfth Street, SE, Rochester, Minnesota, and distributed 
L00 copies of a book by BERTHA-GLEBE at his Detroit meeting on Thursday night. 
He has ordered 2,000 copies of a book by -ASOUTHARD of Chicago (probably 
the book "Forty Years of ROOSEVELT"), but has only received 1,000 so far. 

He is arranging with DON LOHBECK to publish some sort of pamphlet written _ 
by a person calling himself "AMERICANUS." He plans to start a subscription 
campaign for his magazine on April 20. 
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- Paul, Minnesotas 
Ohio. 


SMITH has received mail ms Chica 
a of Prospect, Ohio, fran Ei St. from . 
of Chicago, from Congressman FMAN and + 
Denver, Colorado. 
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_ Gerald 2 K. Amith, Detroit, Michigan 
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18th: 
1945 
Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 
Dear Mr. Hoovers 
Attached is a photostatic copy of a letter which speaks for 
itself. The letter is singular in several respects: 
le There had been no arrangement for me to speak 
in Philadelphia as the letter suggests. 
2. I am convinced that no representative of your 
Department attempted to coerce the management 
of the building referred to in an attempt to 
prevent my speaking in Pierre: 
36 I have confidence in you to believe that y ypu iy, 
would not participate in any plan to deny‘an a 
American citizen his civil liberties. . 
It is my personal opinion that someone in Philadelphia is 
impersonating a representative of your Department. 
May I have an early reply from you concerning this matter. 
Sincgrely yours 
t wt ATH! 
o | $)\ 
Meg : K. SMITH 
ag 
cose Wa meoeron corti has 
Encl. PENT Ey ce | BAS 
ERE it os. Uiune St iP b2~ HELE ~ Vay! 
: DATE) to/iefee. BY Seether : 
Teg =4 
Lo, sae et fbn = : 
Fires Cid YAY ES 
: sie aie ee sy 





\ ~ BOMAY 15 1945 


. . ( a | _ me 
Grald ol X. Smith, Datrost (Wichigan 


Post Office Box 459 





er ee : April 
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ae shee oe 19th 
—- 1945 


/ > 
Mr. J. Edgar Hoover ALL INFOOMEA TION CONTAINED 


Federal Bureau of Investigation Coreen MASEL , 


Washington, D. C, HERE Sus Gof Seb 


Dear Mr. Hoover: | DATE (of r/¥z fy Psbak_ 


Attached is a carbon copy of a letter I sent to you on 

April 18. After the original letter was in the mail we 
discovered that through a clerical error the photostat 

referred to was not enclosed, The letter is being photo- 

stated and the copy will be rushed to you within seventy= 

two hours. I do enclose, however, a typewritten copy of | 
the letter which is now being photostated. This will 

help you to interpret the meaning of the letter I wrote 

you on the 18th, copy of which I attach herewith. __ 
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, ) el, 
As soon as the letter referred to is photogtated, it in 
be returned to Philadelphia. 







Sincerely yours, 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 7 -s. to gre 
Federal Bureau of pavesti gation. | a ee ee 
tashington, D. C.- i ne eee 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


Attached is a photostatic copy of a letter which speaks for 
itself, _The totter is singular in several naepesres 


- as There had peek no arrangement for ne to speak 
= in et hecelphss as the letter suggests. 


2. I am convinced that no representative of your 
Department attempted to coerce the managenent 
of the building referred to in an attempt to 
prevent my speaking in Philadelphia. 


7 3. I have confidence in you to believe that you 
would not participate in any plan to deny an 
eet cen citizen his eivil rer eee » 
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“It is my personal opinion that someone in ehieasicnde ia 
impersonating a representative of your Department. 


May I have an early reply fron you concerning this matter, 


oteges” eee 7 aoe 2 re | Sincerely yours, 

Ret, gee — nae Poe Fe 
 GLKS:L See = re ae ae ee ee a : 
Bnael. > ee oe | ie rt: : 
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4 Note: Original ies of following letter is by, 18 photostated. 
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STATE CAMP OF THE PATRIOTIC 
ORDER SONS OF AMERICA 


Office of the State Secretary 
; Sons of America Building» ee ee ; 


1317-19 W. Broad Street 
ae a 22, Pennsylvania’ 
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Mrs. LiriiaNParks, Secretary 

Current Events* Club a 
17-19 N. Broad St. = 

Philadelphia, Pa.- 


Dear Madam: 





Several complaints have reached we our holding meetings in our 
Building, through membe of the FN awd otherwise. Today they ad- 
vise us the Rev. Geral mit o 3 here this evening. 





I am compelled under t 3 . cel the lease, and advise 
you that we cannot pepmit/you this evening if Mr. Smith is 
to be present or deliwer(an addr. : Me 


Vere truly yours,. 
/a/ C. B. Meine x 
State Secretary, P.O.S. of A. 
CBH?MIH . 2 | | 
P.S. We made te each you by telephone all afternoon. Your 
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Poet Office Box 49) 
Detroit, Michigan 


Dear Sir: 


I am in receipt of your letters dated April 18 and April ss 2543, 
with enclosures, “) 


"you may be assured that the ansumptions you oct forth in your letter 
of April 18 are correct; i.e., no representative of this Bureau has st any Me 
tine attempted to ocerce the management of any building to prevent your speake 
ing in Philadelphia or engaged in any activities oe to deny en American — 
citisen his clvil liberties.) 


I appreciate your bringing this matter to my attention B0 that rou 
will have no question concerning the policies of the FBI. | 


Very truly yours, 


- Philadelphia (with i ). ae ae ts ae ee - 
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ALL FORMATION CNAME 
HEREIN IS UESLASSIAIED 


DATE —woln-dex- BYACESS 








erm 


“Current Events Group thé. Blue” Star Mothers, 


’ cee, ANFORMATION Cy aaee Gs tb : 


he rote ‘a 
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Office: Memorandum - 


TO +: De Me en as ae 


~~, 









Call: “11150 an 





























aco to ane : : Lal 

supjecT: GERALD L. KO WIT 2 et os pee ee 

Mr. Roeen 

At the above tine I ke with SAC Sears Philadelphia Field yet dene 

Division regarding the captioned individual. Mre Sears stated that at no = i fencn 
time_yas %# told by an FRY agent that Smith was to. speak.at.a meeting == if: Meron’ 
of the Current Events Group. Helms’ only information on this was a telp-  . sm hm 
phone call and he has stated the wording of his letter to Mrs. Liliian_ Mr. Wease_ 
Parks was s.Ancarrects Mrs ‘Sears fumished: the details | as (follows a gee ong 








“of the Pailadelphia Office, ° 
ona plant ‘and was on h is way to 


ming the 


. _ Last sumer, Special. iceutl 
called on Helms, At the present tim 


tige plant and could not be reached by noon. WR hee cence 
uring the conversation 


reported as saying the group.was reportedly. anti-Semitic, | reportedly p 






“be 


and as having intimated that the-Ratriotic Order Sons of ‘America. would be ree 





ed that although he has not yet talked 
ould have fatima ted the Patriotic 





oup. Mr. Sears sta 
he does not think 
ca_ wou a bette 


off without this 
persmally to 













Ss” 
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oroupe ; . fe a . ue 


sige had numerous selene calla rewarding the, durreat. Byents Group 
and progressive]; became annoyed with this matter. April 13,.1945, he re- 
ceived an anonymous telephone call from a onetic),-who said- that ; 
Gerald Do Ki Smith was going-to-address the group meeting that nights ~ 
then decided it was tine to take some action and wrote the letter, a copy. of | pow 
which" Is" the Bureau's possession, to Mrs, Tillian Parks which was. ye nded to 
Pe Ee ee od thet Magn ts. The. e-balance of the rent was refunded and 


the lease canceleds © Se en eee 












Be. fFarlier on res 1, 1945, Helms called Secretary ee hie 
Hayor--Gamuels, and advised him of the telephone ca ou'd better gend’- 
some squad cars and detectives up here tonight." had told him thiges*.*.. 
group was a trouble maker and had been put out of ia Hotel. Helms ge 
does not recall any visit or pues. of ehe leg aocemnpsta ree, 
Council, ee as ee ie eT nee eee ; " RANDURD : PCF 

fae taines Mire Helms? Letter. 5: ‘Mrs. paliien parks dated Kpril Ys $9435 
stating "Several complaints have reached us against your holding meetings infour ™ . 
building, through members of the FHI and otherwise. Today they advise us tie Rey. 
Gerald Smith is to speak here this evening", Helms stated the agent made.no actual 
complaint aga such but did state the group was, reportedly anti-Semitic and rpporjedLy 
pre Geman Helms further advised that if this group — being investigate by - | 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. LADD 


the FBI, aS was obvious, he wanted to and still dees want to cooperate. He said y] 
use of the word "complaint" in his letter is unfortunate and not exactly correct. 
He stated he was at no time told by an agent that Smith was to speak, his only | 
: scurce of information being thé above-mentioned telephone call. 
Seenaliiiiniiiiditinimiibiiintess®: °° 1272 25, 195, ro ; 
Lm mba ted haw hushanA ume mam nn" 


» a a at 
Wno Stated Ne? Nusoanad Was a MeMmocs Gi 7 
_ Patriotic Order Sons 4 oo — me stated the Current Events Group consisted 


of all good Catholics and nice people and she argued generally in their favor. 









VW 
Helms sent a letter yesterday to Mayor Samuels, stating he canceled tne 2? 
lease of the Current Events Club and that he had talked ae vr? had ad= 
vised that this group was put out of the Adelphia Yotel, whi not the case. 
Helms stated in this letter that he had been approached by Christian elements and 
asked for an explanation; further, "I can only say that agents of the FSI had ad- 
vised me they were pro-Nazi but my informants tell me this is not the case but 


ee a SS 


| 
they are a group of Catholic ladies.....opposed to the so-called New Deal and to ! 
l 






some extent in opposition to radical Jewish elements." Helms stated he wants to 
give everybody a fair chance to have his say. 

Mir. Sears stated he was not worried about Helms! letter to the Mayor 
since the Philadelphia Office is very Triendly with the Mayor's office. Mre Sears 
stated in “conclusion that the situation can be ‘summed up as set out in) the first 
paragraph of this memorandum, © i 





I advised Mr. Sears that it would nov. is eeeeneaee for. Special Agent 
to submit an explanation “but he should be admonished. against. being indiscreet 3 


b7e 





his _questio nee a4 5 


ACTION: 


Attached for your approval is a suggested reply to Smith, 


Attachment. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) __-- sith nt Begregable 
material available for release to you. 
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CHARACTER or es 


& GERALD Le sure, with aasess Diet ds ; as] FEDERAL, connoPr PRACTICES ACT : 
AMERICA FIRST PARTY © — Ae ee eae oe 





SYNCRSIGOFEACTS: .¢ -Since hile re from Texas several months - = 
“ ago, BERNARD OMAN has been living at his ot 
former Detr address, 603 Philip Street. © . 
«Ts reported to be planning to set upa_ 5 a 
Rae 7 shop for mimeographing and printing and is ~~ 7... 
i eee known te be in contact with his former ~ «© ..* 
ae eee "employer GERALD L. K. SMITH for the purpose 
of obtaining business from SMITH. Records ; 
of Michigan Secretary of State indicate 
certification of candidates filed by =. = .- 
America First Party on August 3, 1944 which 
includes SMITH as nominee for ee 
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Sore ft ee Bureau letter dated Jenuery 30, 1945 to | Bi ; 
cs Washington Field Division copy to Detroit ieee ai 
Field Division. : San8 


_ Teletype from vetroit Fieid | DivLeton dated” 
. April 2, 1945, to the ‘Bureaus ae 


ee ee ee “Bureau J letter dated April 9» 1945, to the | . ros = 2 a 
ee Poe ees abbas Fete Divisione ae ee Be ce a 
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. ve whose identity is known to 
the nureau, confirms /what has stated concerning — 
_DOMAN and indicates that DONMAN has been frequent contact with SMITH and 


apparently is on rdasaireeeapia oe with him. DOMAN has not, however, given any. “ba 
indication that he en Ao merk for SMITH | as ou petted and = 








‘In connection with the various ry which the seed 

SMITH has been required to file with Campaign Expenditures Coomittees of the .. 
United States Senate and House of Representatives, Informant ZMT states that | 
- SMITH has recently been preparing an additional report for submission to one of —. 
these Congressional Committees although Informant did not know " 
the sam connection SMITH recently advised his wife to have Do HBECK, his 


Paweman Gaoanamotawe ahs fe at nreaeant in on OManeriantinna Ah lantan awn in Naw Yawie 
20GUSs QOCtscvaly SAW 40 GY PISCCNY 271 G2 YURBUAGRUAUUS UR OCs Uday 426 Um IVER 


State but who was in Detroit for a few days recently, to "sign his name to the ~ 
bottom of three or four blank pieces of peper so when they send in that report, | 
they can have his signature on ite" Informant believed that the report, which © 
SMITH was referring to, was the above menvacnec reper’ ee sent to _— | 
eee Conmittecs ie eS or ree a 
| ae aia by sugeial Agent! 
Gea tndicaten that the certification of candidates 
FIRST PARTY with the Michigan Secretary of Stete at Lansing, Michigan, on —§ 
August 3rd contains the name of GERALD L. K. SMITH as the Party's nominee te 
President of the United States, The certification states that each candidate | 
listed thereon has been notified of his candidacy end is agreeable to such 
nominations. The cert}fication, which is dated Ay 2, 1944, is apparently — 
signed by KENNETH C.K¥EBER as Chairman and RENAT#(LEGANT as Secretary and is 
notarized by JAMES , KEATING, Notary Public for Wayne County, Michigans 
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7 aa: the Compiling Division of the “Secretary of State. (bre 
ce, ses that G. T. HARTMAN, Deputy Secretary of State at Lansing, .°. 


=——eeo 


Michigan, is the proper person to subpoena in the event it is desired that the. 
above-mentioned certification be produced in court. The above information r 
concerning this certification was furnished to the ee etect Field: 
Division by letter dated February 10, 19h 50 : 
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In view of the farorestion 3 set ae in the pao eere 
teletype and the soeetance Bureau letter dated April 9, 1945, DOMAN is not 
being interviewed at present and no further action is being taken by the Detroit 
Field Division in this matter pending receipt of acy2e from the Bureau as to 
whether or not pon should be near sreees 
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Se Ss: ee 
. ae "at DETROIT, MICHIGAN, will, conduct such further inves=" ae 
tigation in the instant matter as may be specttied by the BUre aus” ae 
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" e " Assistant Attorney General Tom C. Clark April 30, 1945 
a 
¥ John Edgar Hoover - oe Federal ean se) gc oiecmacen _ 
= ie GERALD L. K. SMITH ot ioe : ee 
4 AM“RICA PI3ST PARTY PUR Re gel Oa ae 
Kw . FEDERAL OORRUPT PRACTICES ACT OF 1925 eye 
ee Reference is made to ny menorandua dated April 20, 1945, wherein 
> «you were furnished information relative to the above captioned Maret . 


For your further information, there is sneloaad herewith a copy of : 


the investigative report submitted by Special Agent da 
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“a x GERALD L. kK. SMITH; - | PO 2d is, re se - a, 
AMERICA FIRST PARTY tes Re ee ee eS ee 

ws INTERNAL SECURITE © °F 
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~ In pirtiereate of the. information contained in Detroit | 
Field Division letters of April 3 and 17, 1945, relative to the activities 
of the Subject SMITH, it has been learned that the meeting of his follow 
ers which SMITH will hold in Salt Lake City will be at the Hotel Utah on - 
May 3, 1945, at 8:00 p.m. It is believed that this will be a rather small 
meeting and probably no more than one hundred persons will attend. 


feos Ra Arr ments for the meeting have been made rough 
A ood A c# Salt Lake City. ine 
| : As requested in the letters above retorted: _ the | 4 
Salt Lake City Field Division will arrange for covering and reporting this 


meeting but it is again being pointed out that this coverage should be 
effected molely through informants — no i okaiee should attend such meet— 


ings. - ~ 2 . as eae 2 
at pee ieciuevetni anes ot sites Sums | Se eee dur hg his - 
stay in Salt Lake. a ee ee a . a 
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Rage 1 eee Ca ee Seeee e 
rrwouroromarnee Bee 
oS v fice Memorandum - UNITED’ STATES GOVERNMENT 
: iicceie: FBI < red os ei DATE: “May 5 1945 


FROM rou JAG Detroit ae * Ee Lt on ee oes #33 = ian 


i a 1 PP eee, | . 
a SUBJECT as L. ‘sur ae oe git iss hehe eve Se gg 
Qexrck FIRST PARTY Cie te: Be. ee ree 

INTERNAL SS SECURITY = SEDITION meee “aie eke eS 


fo . We are in receipt of a letter dated April 13, 1945 fron the Sty ‘aout 
Field Division requesting advice as to whether recordings made of a 
ye meeting held by the Subject SKITH in St. Louis on February 17, 1944 
should be retained or may be destroyed by that Office. The St, Louis. 
-letter states that a full account the meeting was set out in the 
report of Special Agent iia Yarch 6, 1944 at Ste bree 
Louis, peeconurs 5 ka ULL ites ¢ , 


In view of the fact that any decision as to Giternats) prosecution of 

y the Subject will possibly be made by the Depart: the question of 
whether the evidence referred to in the St. Louts Field Division 
should be retained is being referred to the Bureau for a decision and 
it is requested that the St. Louis and Detroit Field Divisions be ad~ 
vised as to what decision is arrived at by you. 
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62-4368 - 128 | 
SAC, Detroit June 2, 1916 
RECORDED 

ar eee John Edgar Hoover, Director, Federal Bureau of Investigntion 
(EX ~8 < pees GERALD L. K. SMITH pages SE = oy : a ns ee ce * Be en Re Cpe ease) ah 
. AMERICA FIRST PARTY ere ee See eee ale 


_ INTERNAL SECURITY ~ erorttom a ve iS 
“wetervease is nade to your letter dated May s, is, requesting 


advice ss to wether the recordings mide of the meeting held 


‘Saith in st, Louis, Missouri, on reeery 17, 19hkh, should be fetained | o 
destroyed, 


' Gealred that these records or any other evidence relating to 
destroyed or otherwise disposed of at the present tine, 


Inasmuch as we are stilt ideas inveatigating Sa:ith, i¢ is not 
this case be 


co-St. Louis 
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mort NO. 64 | | 7 * “4 ‘3 x 
Office 5 ee ee ° UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


100=17175 


TO : AToErMN 
if ae 


A FROM + GUY HOTTEL, SAC WASHINGTON FIELD DIVISION 


SUBJECT: 4 CSRALD Te: 3 SHITH 
AUERICA FIRST PARTY 
FEDERAL CORRUPT PRACTICES ACT OF 1925 
Bureau file 62=;3818 


Reference is made to Bureau letter to this office dated March 20, 
requesting a revision of the undated report of Special Agent 
made at Washington, D.C. the period for which was February 
3 to include only information relating to GERALD L. K. SMITH and. the 
America First Reety in connection with the Federal pa Practices Act 
of 1925. 
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There are transmitted as enclosures to instant letter pages 1,h,7, 
ly,and 17 which should be inserted in copies of this report by offices receiving 
this letter, The four copies of the report which were returned to this office 
by the Bureau have been revised and are also being transmitted herewith to the 
Bureau as an enclosure to this letter together with the revised mien for 
the additional copy of instant report which was retained at the @aus 


The Detroit, New York and San Antonio Field Divisions are being 
transmitted respectively 3, 2, and 1 revised copies of corrected pages to 
instant report, Also being transmitted to the Bureau herewith are the additional 
enclosures listed in the revised copy of instant report. Copies of instant 
reports in the Washington Field Division have been revised in conformity 
with “ureau instructions. 


This matter is being considered Referred sc Completion to 
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« es ~~ Reference is nade to my manorandm dated March 24, 1945, with which - 

ge furnished a copy of the Ainvestigative report submitted ted uy Special peony 
> an WS ot 2 1945, at San Antonio, Texas, This report, you 
a = forth infaraatlon to'the effect thet the anerica Piet Party 
was properly registered in Texns as a political party. | 


Inquizy ny the Bureau's Detvokt Office has declosed that cerid i. kf" 
Smith was the official candidate of the America Virst Party in Wichigan in the 


re = co © Yeesnt Presidential election, There is on file with the Seeretary of State at 


Wy 4 SE FAK 


+ Party under date of August 3 Whe This c certificate of candidates inclides | 
_~ Smith as nominee for President, The certificate ie signed by Kenneth C, ee, 
Chairman, and Renata Legant, 
Notary Public, Wayne 


a ee | by James F, Keating, 
‘. County Compliance Division, 
Secretary of State's Office, has advise 2 ae uae 


Lansing, Michi gan, the cartificate of candidates Milled by $he Amat ae Tinned 









of State, Lansing ee ee raon to & 
with this mttere Pele z 


‘ec * ‘ nor Pee 










your further informa ton, there is & 
the ieeatt soe. report prepared by Special Agent at Wash - 
. dngbony D, Cy, on April 6, 1945, as well as photosta enclosures 
‘Usted on page 17 of this report. In your examination of Special i | 
f ae 


wane ee. 
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Clerk of the House of Representatives, Washington, D. Ce, et 
| ceipts and expenditures of the America First Party fron November” 
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fact that the snerica Ficat Party has boon detornined = 


parties on Jamary ly 1945, has been esertatod 

whether further investi gation should de conducted 
soir tor event you are decirous of further investigation, I - 

actei me whether you believe Berard Smith's” 

e In this connection it sh cae 

rent and attempting to secure Smith's 
feta establishment. Because of thie business 

no, Lo! has access to Smith's books and 
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“Office Memorandum 


To : The Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation DATE: Mey 1, 1945 — 





e 
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FROM : Tom cC. Clark, Assistant Attorney General KLY TCC:SFM: enw = Nortet sees 
e O | \ 146-28-4 Pi 

SUBJECT: Gerald L. K. Smith; America First Party — re pe vette aeay 
Federal Corrupt Practices Act of 1925 2 4 Spc She Mehta 


It appears from your memorandum of April 20, 1945, that! ra Guak ee 
the America First Party filed with the Clerk of the House of yse eal 
Representatives on January 15, 1945, the statement of receipts 
and expenditures which should have been filed on January 1, 1945, 
pursuant. to the Federal Corrupt Practices Act of 1925. 


; With the filing of this report by the America First Party 
there remains only a technical violation of the statute for 
failure to file this report on January 1. Inasmuch as it does 
not appear that a successful criminal prosecution could be based 
on such &@ technicel violation, no further investigation is desired 
in this matter. The Departmentte file on @ possible violation 
of the Corrupt Practices Act is being clesed. ; 
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BAC, Detroit 


May 19, 1945 


John Edgar Hoover, Director - Federal Bureau of Investigation 


GERALD L, K. SMITH; AMZRICA FIRST PARTY 
Federal Corrupt Practices Act of 1925 





s made to the investigative report subaitted by Special b7¢~ 
dated April 1, 1945, at Detroit, Michigan, in the above- 


You are advised that this report was furnished the Criminal Division 
of the Department for its consideration in conjunction with the others made 
available in this case and an opinion as to whether further investigation was 
desired. By meaorandum of recent date, advice was received as follows: 


"It sppeare froa your memorandum of April 20, 19,5, that 
the America First Party filed with the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives on January 13, 1945, the statement of receipts 
and expenditures which should have been filed on January 1, 1945, 
pursuant to the Federal Corrupt Practices Act of 1925, 


"With the filing of this report by the America First Party 
there renains only a technical violation of the statute for 
failure to file this report on January 1. Inasnuch as it does 
not appear that a successful erlainal prosecution could be based 
on such a technical violation, no further Investigation is desired 
in this matter, The Department's file on a possible violati 
of the Corrupt Practices Act is being closed,® poo 


In view of the above expression of opinion by the Criminal Division, 


desired for the purpose of developing a Corrupt 
gainst the subject or hie America First Party. 


However, you should continue to follow S:ith'’s activities and those of his 
organisation in the case captioned, "Gerald L. K. Snith, The Ancrica First 
Party; Internal Security, Sedition.® 
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sYNopsisor Facts: Subject SMITH held an America First party eeeting™. 
Moe; attendance approximately 800, Subject assailed 
the British, the Russians, the *Jewish Communists,* 















= "the international conspirators," as well as py Se B 
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TETAS t. * kt Saint Louis, wissourts Se 
Gs. GERALD SL, Ky SMITH held an America First Party mecting 
“Pol... +. 2 April 24, 1945 at 8 poem, in the Kiel Anditorium, Hall : 
i ees No, 2, Saint Louis, Missouri, Admission was by card | -_ | 
oe only, The attendance was approximately 800 persons, = , 
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the following comment concerning the SMITH meeting on April 24, 19453 © 
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GERALD Ly Ke SMITE DA REPEAT PRPC E ——— 








a GERAID L, K SuITH, the gaieeceiga: nvatibiececusinas leader 
of the Anerica First Party, went through his act again last night, 
this time for the benefit of about 700 followers, most of them niddle- 
aged sere at Kiel pucl ccraume 


Attendance at the aacbing.. in Receabiy Hall No.2, was pepeaunal. 
to have been limited to invited members of the party, but a woman who | 
said she was attached to SHITH's headquarters" here called the Stare 
Times yesterday, said she was speaking for SMITH and that he would like 
to have a reporter present. So a reporter who had seen SMITH in action 
many times before went, 

It was a typical SMITH show, with a few new names added to 
- to the SMITH blacklist, The chest-beating, arm-flailing, bellowing 
"nationalist" leader assailed the British, the a) the “Jewish 
Commaneet ae’ the Se neernat ieee aa ear 


sided (oh wth: 


a a ae | Hig Sean on Truman, | — 7 f 


He spoke dieparagingly of President TRUIMAN as "a good politician 
who will try to please most of the people regardless of how it is done," 
and of the late President ROOSETELS 5 who was one of his pet hates, he said: 


* FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT! s death was hastened by his inability to 
get the American people to ewallow Yalta, the crine of the Crimeas® 


to He said Prenier STALIN forced an agreement on . ROOSEVELT and 
CHURCHILL "to bring elavery to Europe, slavery for millions of Germans _ 
who destroyed Europe but who are ‘20 more to blame for HITLER than I . “3 
enter ene New Deets’ tgs 


- 





“ Delegates at the Bretton Woods » "ateniy be orn “schemed to 
build a $10,000,000,000 kitty to bribe the delegates at San Francisco, 
both below and above the table, so an ungodly set of rascals and 
international thieves and connivers amd international bankers could 


seize control of the world,” 
o~5 = a —_ 
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“He told the suivaese which at tines became almost hastertcel 
in its enthusiasa, that the British maintain a lobby in Washington — 
to keep tariff rates down and that, as « result, the British wuld 
“flood St. Louis with Czech shoes,*® (he never explained how) and 
that many Ste Louleans would be thrown out of works | 


He said the U. 8, must pay the Australien goverment nt $3 for - 
An the Pacific, even though At ie bela ty the Jepae “FL | 


“He said. Independence, Mos, hometown of President TRUMAN, is 
famous for two things: "For HARRY S, TRUMAN and JESSE JAMES, rt 
hope we have had enough of JESSE JAMES." Later, he added, "Only - 
God can save HARRY TRUMAN from the international conspirators," 


‘At the conclusion of the meeting, the reporter asked SMITH 
how he would handle the Germans when victory comes in Puror. 


aT the umvel milit miLAtery server, mF he ie sential oat vouldn 1d se elaborate, 
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| Copies of the seri, 1945 pene of r "The Cross and The Ping® 
a “The Chicago Christians Victorious", and a pamphlet entitled, "Stop 
eal te ca Peacetine Consacription® were obtained and are being retained in the 
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Your comsunication Gated May 6, 19h5, eddressed te the President 
has been referred to this Buresu for consideration and aeknowledgnent. 


I have carefully reviqeed thé content of your letter and want you 
to know that I apprecists Moen your interest and sourtesy in making this 
inforeation available to the Governments 
ce are? 

In the event you receive information in the future which you believe 
to be of interest to the FaI, I want you to feel free to communicate with me 
or with the Special Agent in Charge of our Chicago Field Office, which is locate 
at 1900 Bankers' Building, Chicago 3, Xilinois. | 


Sincerely yours, 


eas NN 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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INTERNAL SECURITY - G; 
SECURITY MATTER; 
SEDITION 







SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: STRICTLY CONS IDENTIAL— 





On 48245 at Iroquois Room, Statler Hotel, va 
Buffalo, N.Y., SMITH addressed the Eastern {> 
Monetary Congress; meeting under sponsor- 7 
ship Buffalo Economics Leagueg Congress Og 

aracterized as subsidiary of America First j 
ptParty. Literature of America First Party 
distributed at meeting, about i150 persons 
present. Essence of SMITH'S remarks set oute 

SA pager ee wr s Nee nc 0n apf a 
= RUC - / 


REFERENCE: Letter fram SAC, Detroit to Director, dated 
April 3, 1945. 





“ayo oben E. SE ene _| 
}r Per ores : 


DETAILS: AT BUFFALO, NEW YORK a 


'=—_ - =—ht 


ie Os Os advised that the Eastern Mone onerese was 
ye}: } 

‘ Gao ae under the local aera pe the League 

e Statler Hotel on April 6, 7 and 8, 1945, 
said that GERALD L. K. SMITH was scheduled 
“—"to address the meting on Sunday, April 8, 1945, , 
and that SMITH was not expected to arrive in Ral 
fajo prior to that time. He advised that Be Lf. 
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had not followed the matter very closely inaamuch as he was not interested 

in hearing SMITH and that he did not wish to attend the meeting. He said that 
league literature indicated that CARL H. MOTE of Indianapolis, ere NG, 
Chicago, Illinois, Mrs. ARLEALANIOENSON of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, MARTIN CROWE 
of Cleveland, Ohio, and JACOB 8X COXEY (Gener 9 Coxey's Army fame) es 
were also scheduled to address the Congress. said that he under= q 
stood that JOSEPH STOFFEL, Chairman of the Bufra onomics League and JOHN ,4) 
GeQCOTT and EDWIM.LUNDQUIST of the same organization, were handling arrange- 
ments for the meeting of the Monetary Congress. 


The Buffalo Evening News for April 9, 1945, reported also that the 
following individuals were in attendance at meetings of the Congress: 


JOHN“McLAREN of Boston, Massachusetts 
LAWRENCE-ZIMBARIS of Salamanca, New Yor 

Reve W. S.-“WERNER of New York City ae 
Mrs. ANNIMWEIDEMAN of Washington, New Jersey 
Mrs. MONA MANNING, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

Se RAHOUSE, Detroit, Michigan 

Mrs. SAMUEB-GEDDIS 

Mrs. JACQUELINEXBROCKNER 

Rev. MICHAEL“ANSTETT ; 

(the latter all of Buffalo, New York). 


It is to be noted that the newspaper account referred to characterized CARL H. 
MOTE as the GERALD L. K. SMITH of Indiana. 


ed of the Statler Hotel, advised 
that his records reflected that the Eastern Monetary Congress had been booked 


i 
for meetings in the Iroquois Room of \the Statler for April 6, 7 and 8. He said a 
the booking was made through of the Union Central Life Insur- 
alo, residence address 98 Comstock | 
Avenue, of the same citye The booking of the Iroquois Room wae at $25.00 per 

day and meeting through the entire day of each of the dates stated 
from 9:00 asme ee that the meeting was under local sponsorship of 

the Buffalo Economic gue and that a request had oes: for a room accomodat- 










ing three hundred persons on Sunday, April 8, 1945. said that the Iro- 
quois Roam would accomodate only approximately one hundre enty-five persons. 
He advised the hotel was unable to furnish other accomodations for the organiza- 
tion and that therefore the Iroquois Room was to be used for all three days of 
the meetings. He said further that it was not until Saturday morning that it 
was ascertained that GERALD L. EK. SMITH was to address the meeting on Sunday, 
April 8, and that on that day the hotel received a request from SMITH for a 
reservation of a conference room at day rate only; that SMITH expected to ar- 
rive early Sunday forenoon and to depart the seme day. e:::: thet no 
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program for the meetings had been made available to him, and that apparently 
the meetings were closed affairs and not open to the publice He said that 

he could furnish no further information concerning the nature of the meetings 
of the Eastern Monet ing SMITH'S plans, He refer- 


red the writer to at the Statler who 
had handled the bo 


; ted that he was unable to @ orma tion 
furni she in any detail except thet Geis mentioned 
above, had reques at billing for the accomodations @ iroquois Roam 
be made to him. He said further that he had observed in passing the Iroquois 


Room a person was stationed at the door and that no one except certain individ- 
Yee members of the Buffalo Eoonomics League, were admitted. 
were 

















vised that he started to enter the Iroquois Room when the meet 

session on Friday afternoon and that the person at the door immediately 
asked him to identify himself; that he made no further effort to ascertain what 
was going on at the meeting. He stated that at this time, however, he over- 
heard someone move the meeting to vote confidence to GERALD L. K. SMITH, who was 
to address the meeting on Sunday. 






advised that he had no further information concerning the pro~ 
PEG ng at which SMITH was to appear. He stated that he had noted that 
General JACOB S. COKEY of COKEY'S Army fame, had opened the Congress. He said 
further that the Courier-Express did not wish to give any but nominal publicity 
to SMITH'S appearence in Buffalo, but that he personally wished to be coopera- 
tive with this office in furnishing any information that he could relative to 
SMITH and said that a very capable reporter would attend the meeting on Sunday 
and make a detailed report for his own files on SMITH'S remarks and that this 
report would be made available to this office. be 









furnished to the writer the report of 
refleoting that SMITH addressed the 
ongress on Sunday afternoon, April 8, 1945, 
The audience wa sed of approximatel om@ hundred and fifty middle-aged 
men and womene reported + that before he was able to enter 
the meeting room he was asked to present credentials and in addition was re- 
quired to obtain permission from JOSEPH HNSTO Chairman of the Buffalo 
Economics League, presiding at the gpa reported that seated at the 
speakers! table were STOFFEL, SMITH, MRS. » MRS. SMITH, CARL H. MOTE of 
Indianapolis, JOHN G. SCOTfT, ‘ddentified SMITE. in his speech as the "apostle 


of monetary reform", and Gen. JACOB S. COXEY, Sr., who related his 1893 "March 
on Washington”,  . . : 
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lowing is the report which (I mao co 
relative to SMITH'S remarks at the meeting: 


"Im opening his talk, SMITH told delegates he was not ummindful 
of the honor bestowed upon him to speak before the Eastern Monetary 
( . Congress, although, while flinging a few bouques to Gen. COREY, STOF- 





FEL, MOTE, and others, SMITH readily admitted he was ‘a layman, not a 

. student of moneye* He added it would be ridiculous for him to pose 
as a student of money, emphasizing, however, that tany American should 
be able to say I favor constitutional money,' one of the monetary re- 
forms proposed by COXEY. : 


"Still giving pats on the back, SMITH called SCOTT the apostle 
of monetary reform, with ‘character in his countenance, a man who 
made himself a slave to the truth’. Then, he said: ‘My job is to 
recruit large masses of the people in the cause of nationalism. I 
am not ashamed of America First and nationalism. The word ‘First' 
is an honorable word.* 


“With a change of pace, SMITH charged that the press had been 
trying to smear him, and that the editor of the Courier-Express libeled 
him to the extent of saying he jumped on the American flag. But with 
Godly men, like STOFFEL and his compatriots, SMITH said, ‘we shall pre- 
serve the four freedoms in Buffalo.' 


“One of the few statements SMITH made with reference to the mone~ 
tary congress currently meeting in Buffalo was that he favored consti- 
tutional money, adding that ‘we cannot have constitutional money if we 
divide our sovereignty with Russia, England, France, and other coun= 
tries.' 


“SMITH said, ‘we have a crew in Washington which steered us 
through Bretton Woods, Dumbarton Oaks, and later this month, will do 
it again at San Francisco, a crew that would make Benedict Arnold look 
like a Sunday school teacher when it comes to organized treason,! 


"Thon he charged that ROOSEVELT was buying up mayors all over 

the country with the people's money, the *product of our own sweat 
. and tearse* He charged that "never has there been, inoluding even 
( Napoleon, Ivan the Terrible, the Czars, Caesar, and Nero, such an 

exploitation of the wealth of the people as we have experienced in 
the last 12 years. He told of political maneuvering in Congress as 
a result of which bridges were built in the desert of Florida in exe 
pectation of the canal which was to run underneath, but that after the 
spans were erected, the deal fell through, and left the people with use- 
less bridges. 





"He charged shat at the United Nations conference, President 
ROOSEVELT hopes to rush through the Bretton Woods proposals, with 
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the aid of ‘stuffed-shirt STETTINIUS.' He said also that FDR wants 
to be the first president of the world supersatate, and that the presi- 
dent and his torew of international financiers, oonnivers, bankers, 
and others’ will use the people's wealth to create a superstate, and 
thereby make the people the slaves of the world. 


“SMITH ridiculed the Atlantio charter, and said that in a moment 
( "of weakness, FDR *forgot himself for a moment and told the truth,' 
and confessed that there was no written dooument as the Atlantic . 
charter. SMITH said this country sent, 15,000,000 to fight for what 
we thought was the Atlantic charter, and then after 1,000,000 have 
died, be told there is no ohartor. 


"'T am ashamed,' said SMITH, ‘that there are gutless Americans 
who do not rise in indignation.? . a 


"SMITH then listed what he termed his tohorus'; the Bretton Woods 
steal, the Dumbarton hoax, the Crime of Crimea, and the San Franoisoo 
i sellout. 


"“Tacking again, SMITH then turned his attention to the foreign 
situation, asserting that HITLER was able to invade the Low Countries 
end France, only because he had STALIN'S assurance that Russia would 
not strike at her back. SMITH said that ‘STALIN orawled into bed with 
HITLER, and told him ‘go to it.’ 


"But, added SMITH, as always happens, thieves eventually fall 
out, and HITLER invaded Russia, and America found itself in alliance 
with the Soviet. At this point, SMITH Said, .BROWDER who, hereto- 
fore, had been kicked from pillar to post for his Communistic ideas, 

{ - suddenly emerged as ‘the patron saint.* ‘It is atESnee how illegiti- 
See mate children come beck to roost on our front porch.' 


"SMITH said that ROOSEVELT released BRONDER from penitentiary to 
promote ‘national unity’, but. implied that it had been conveniently 
maneuvered so that BRONDER was released just before the preecdenytey 
election in order to mring more votes FDRs way. 


"Jumping back to the Crimean conference, SMITH asserted that tat 
their worst, the Prendergast, Hague, and Kelly-Nash machines snelied 
like violets in the spring in comparison to the mmell in the backrocn 
( at Yalta when they sold the blood of your boys and mine." 


“SMITH scored the voting arrangement whereby England was to have 
six votes, Russia 5, and the United States only 1. He said that 80 
out of every 100 men fighting, and 90 cut of every 100 were were 
Americans. 
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"Not only are they going to set up a superstate at San Fran- 
cisco, said SMITH, but FDR also has agreed that STALIN can veto 
anything if it doesn't suit his particular fancy. 


“SMITH said the “most arrogant confession’ he had ever heard 
was the statement attributed to CH on his arrival in 
London, when BARUCH told a London new aperman that ‘I am here to 
swing the big stick. ‘Why should he swing any arses asked SMITH. 
We didn't elect him to any thing,’ 


"te internationalists want two things fram the superstate 
which is to be created at the United Nations conference, SMITH 
said. He listed these as the increase of taxes of the American 
people, and the use of between 2 and 4 million American men as a 
world polise forsee 


"Then in his most persuasive tone, SMITH said: ‘As long as 
there_is a pulse in my wrist, blood in my veins, spirit in my soul, 
and self-respeot, no foreign power shall ever give the order to 
send your son and mine to his battle death.* — 


"SMITH said it will be at least S$ to 4 years before American 
boys will return home, even if the war were to ond that same night. 
He attributed this to the fact that England will be using her ships 
to regain her world commerce, and too busy to transport the men back 
to this Sounsrys 


ae sey when we have put the enemy to flight, bring our boys 
back home,' said SMITH. 


"He said then that the U. S. was paying 46 million dollars to 
England as rent for airfields in India ‘to save England.* Conmmer- 
clally, he said, we have been run cut of the Mediterranean, and no 
airplanes will be permitted in that area without England's permis- 
Siones 


"He said that we paid England 86 million dollars as rent for 
British ships to carry Amerioan soldiers to Europe to 'save England,’ 


"SMITH said the U. S. spent 6 billion dollars to buy goodwill 
in South America, a goodwill that we do not now possess. He charged 
that the San Francisco conference is being speeded up because they 
do not want to risk the resentment of 15,000,000 American soldiers, 


“SMITH then related supposedly true stories of conversations 
with discharged veterans who, in their desire to return home, did 
not make the proper arrangements about claims. He said that one 
soldier he talked to, received only $11 in mustering out pay. At 
this point, SMITH very vaguely implied that doctors in the military 


n 
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were applying a new technique whereby they would play on the service- 
man's desire to leave the service as quickly as possible upon receipt 
of medical discharge that they often neglect to do anything about olaims 
until it is too late. 


"SMITH said he was taking an Amerioa First delegation to San Fran- 
cisco, adding that it did not make any difference whether he was permit-~ 
ted to attend the meetings or not, since there were going to be 1,200 
newspapermen eovering the conference. ‘If you hang around them long 
enough! ha waiaA tana is bound to enwinse = leak. 1 Ha termed the enn 

Vues 9 ilw Oaitsy Wily ee A ope Mg, F heal WW 4 dabble 


ference an tattempted sellout.' 


"ve announced that he had established a Nationalist News service 
with about 81 periodicals receiving the service. 


“SMITH said he had one man in Washington who goes in and out of 
the White House every week, and then coyly added, ‘I can't tell you 
his name.* He said that FDR is getting to be *theold man‘, and that 
politicians were playing up to Vice-President TRUMAN, apparently fMigur- 
ing that in the event of FDR's death, TRUMAN will become epReetdente He 
intimated, however, that HARRY \OPEINS was the "big man.' 


"He listed as "friends in the press on our ‘side’, the Chicago 


Tribune, New York Hews, and Washington Times-Herald,. 


“SMITH said the scheme being used against him and his followers 
has been the denying to them of meeting places. He related then his 
meeting in Chicago on March 15th, when a Jewish bloo vowed he would not 
speak in the city, and that of 21 auditoriums sought, each one refused 
to allow him to use the hall. The meeting was held however, in a labor 


union auditorium which was given a pre-meeting dousing with "stench- 
bombs." 


~ 


"the Jews of America, said SMITH, should not fight against Americe 


First, because it is in America that there is any hope of survival for 
theme 


The published newspaper accounts reflected nothing concerning the 


meetings or of the address by SMITH in addition to that set. out above, except 
that it was noted that the Buffalo Evening News for April 7, 1945, character= 
ized the group as related to America First, and in the Evening News report of 
April 9, 1945, Mr. LAWRENCE XY IMBARIS referred to the Congress as a “subsidiary 
of the Americe-First Party” « ~ 


teed stated also that America-First literature consisting of 57 A 
the platform of tne America-First Party, the Cross and the Flag, and other pw 


items published by the Crosse and the Flag were distributed at the meeting. 
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ENCLOSURES TO DETROIT: Flyer entitled WARNING", signed GERALD ues SMITH, 
facsimile signature. . 
February iesued of th YCROSS AND THE FLAG". 


PLATFORM of the Americe-First Partye 
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ASSLSTANT ATTOR:EY GEnEnAL Tod C Clank May 9, 1945 
John Edgar Hoover, Director ~ Feder:1 Curesu of Investigation 


. ¢ GE acl i.'K. SMITH, witn aliases 
. x THE ANE: ICA FIRST PARTY 
. be aad ya ~ 7h4q 


ar 









Refere:ce is nade to our previous correspondence concerning tne above= 
eaptioned matter. 


Fo: your further information in connection with this case, there is 
attached herewith a copy of the investigative report submitted by Speciii Agent 
cated April 24, 1945, at Buffalo, New York, captionec es above. 
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** They don't stop and they don’t &.. peopic who wapt fo undirmine 
American Democracy. Now they’re after the veterans! 


: | 
‘VET 
= rt 
o2L PQGEIT 


BEW ‘ 
Kes rate LN ne WE i - 
+ ocsber 2 194,» o BAT Beco l LLM ES tai GPETING 


() stepped off a train at Buf- Army last summer after being re- 
falo, walked out of the sta- leased from Fort Custer Hospital, 
tion and took a cab. Nobody paid Battle Creek, Michigan, upon re- 

any attention to him; he was just covery from a minor leg ailment. 

' another soldier, a somewhat plump- On August 29, 1944, Gerald L. K. 

¢ ish chap of medium height with a Smith trotted Vose out on the 
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nondescript face. But he was not platform of the t national con- 
just another G.I. on his way to at- vention” of the“America First 


tend to his own or his government's Party, which Smith heads. 


business. x ose was accepted with hysterical 
This was George” V, e, advance applause by Smith’s key. organizers 
scout for Gerald L. K Smith, ‘“‘na- as head of the drive to set up the 





tionalist” leader and rabble-rouser ‘Nationalist Veterans of World War 
extraordinary. And his business II.” Then Smith took Vose with him 
had interesting implications for all ona country-wide tour, introducing 
of us. him to native fascist leaders. In 
Vose came to Buffalo to contact September, he brought him east and 
and organize mustered-out war introduced him at rallies held in 
veterans under Gerald L. K._ Baltimore, Philadelphia, Buffalo and 
Smith's leadership. As this is being Boston. Following each rally, Smith 
written, Vose is working in the De- and Vose met with a handful of the 
troit area, doing what he did in most active local “nationalists” and 
Buffalo—setting up a “central com- laid the groundwork for a return 
mittee” of seven ex-servicemen in tour by Vose during which Vose 
every city where he can find seven could meet secretly with ex-ser- 
unsuspecting veterans from among vicemen_ gathered together by 
the thousands now coming out of local leaders. 
the armed forces. Up until Decem- Vose went first to Buffalo, then 
ber, Vose was still in the uniform... to Boston, Philadelphia and Balti- 
of the Army, and he, as well as more. In each city he established 
Smith, was carefully hiding the the framework for postwar organi- 
fact that he had been dishonorably zation among the returning war 
discharged on charges of attempted veterans, setting up Smith's “cen- 
embezzlement. He had been un- tral committees” of seven picked 
fw “ oo8 
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"That thus sation wader Ged shell mat perish from the aves” 


Protestant War Veterans 
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Bnited States 


ae 
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Srecct fe Sesituaw 
tone Cae 
Jrecen Janet Bartes 


Terramare Office. 
KronenstraBe I. 
Berlin, Germany 


fawnt ll aman: 
WHilbesa oui. — 


149 VEMMILYTA AVENUE 
Niw TORK CiTy 


July Wsn~t939. 


Many thanks for the books on Hitler and the New 
Germany, they are already out in circulation, I gave 
them away at meetings I was addressing on the subject of 
keeping America out of another alliance with Great 
Britian and France and going to war against Germany. 

If you writers and newspaper people over there in 
Germany only knew how hungry the American people were 
for the real news from your Country, you would see that 


this was supplied themn.. 
Americans. 
The Aperican people.. 


-and I dont mean German 


.are being feda lot of lies, 


but they don’t know how or where to get the truth, I feel 
that it is your duty over there to get it over to them here. 
Send me any other literature that you have on hand. 


Cordially Yours, 


Edward James Smythe 


Above is c reproduction, (set in type for the purpose of legibility) of 
a letter written by Edward James Smythe which shows how he coop- 
erated with the Nazi propaganda services. The original letter is at the 


offices of Reader's Scope. 


ex-servicemen already discharged 
from the armed forces. 

Smith’s method of enticing ser- 
vicemen is subtle and appealing. 
The fourth clause in Smith’s Amer- 
ica First Party platform reads: 
“Veterans: American money for 
American veterans! Stop the foreign 
looting of our publictreasury. $1,000 
each for mustered-out veterans hav- 
ing served one year, with propor- 
tionate sums for those who have 
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served more or less. Extensive pro- 
gram for education, rehabilitation 
and employment. Stop international | 
boondoggling. We are spending on 
the South Americans alone enough 
to give $1,000 bonus to 6 million 
veterans. 

“Veterans should have the first 
chance to homestead land confis- 
cated by the Federal Government 
after those who have suffered mort- 
gage foreclosures have had an 
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opportunity to repurchase.” 

While Smith thus lays the 
groundwork through his speeches, 
circular letters and personal con- 
tacts. his agent Vose is busy setting 

up the actual machinery for a re- 
turned-veterans organization. 

But they didn’t have the field to 
themselves. In this business of try- 
ing to recruit veterans there is com- 
petition among the American fascist 
leaders, Long ago Charles R Cough- 
lin got the jump on Smith in this 
crusade, The Detroit priest works in 
a more subtle. but equally effective 
fashion. Early in 1942 he launched 
a scheme to line up the servicemen 
by the formation of his “St. Sebas- 
tian’s Brigade.” 

Up until November 1944, Cough- 
lin had enrolled more than 400,000 
servicemen into this organization, 
meanwhile collecting about $700,- 
O00! His 
mothers, wives and sweethearts of 
servicemen are urged to “enroll” 
the names of their loved ones at 
Coughlin's Royal Oak shrine. The 
“contribution” for each name en- 
rolled averages $3. In return, 
Coughlin prays to St. Sebastian, 
the soldiers’ patron saint. He con- 
tacts the men whose names have 
been enrolled by mail, sees that the 
women constantly write the boys 
about Coughlin's concern for their 
physical and spiritual safety. 

Viewed superficially, one can see 
no harm in Coughlin’s professed 
solicitude for the soldiers. But 
those familiar with his past activ- 
ities and the critical attitude of the 
Federal authorities toward his 
banned publication Social Justice, 
have good reason to believe that his 
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itimate purpose bodes n¢ good 
either for the servicemen or the 
country at large. 

Another smooth operator, J 


Sam 


_.Williams (who has tangled with the 


law on numerous occasions), also 
uses the real or imagined griev- 
ances of servicemen for his own 
purposes. He and his aides have 
circulated tens of thousands of leaf- 
lets calling for a flat $7,800 bonus 
ito each mustered-out serviceman, 
and he makes it seem reasonable by 
demanding elimination of govern- 
ment appropriations for what he calls 
“boondoggling New Deal projects.” 

McWilliam’s $7,800 mustering-out 
pay plan got a tremendous boost 
when the Chicago Tribune lauded 
the “plan” in its May 6, 1944 issue. 
McWilliams promptly reprinted the 
Tribune’s laudatory spread and 
sent it to servicemen’s mothers all 
over the country. He calls his come- 
on racket the “Servicemen’s Re- 
construction Plan.” He gets all the 
money he needs from wealthy fas- 
cisi-minded members of the Chic- 
ago Lincoln Park chapter of Amer- 
ican First which refused to disband 
after Pearl Harbor. 

At a meeting of his followers in 
Kimball Hall, Chicago, a few 
months ago, McWilliams boasted of 
his serviceinen's plan: “Already we 
are making progress in Chicago, 
Milwaukee, in Detroit. Soon we'll 
sweep the country like wildfire...” 

Each'of the leaders of this move- 
ment—Smith, Coughlin and Mc- 
Williams—uses the issue of muster- 
ing-out pay as a snare for the ser- 
vicemen. The desire of the ex-sol- 
diers for a substantial financial 
start when they return to civilian 
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MOVEMBER. 1944 a 


EDITORIAL 
COMMENT 
ly May imnioh 


The above editorial comment is taken from Gerald L. K. Smith's notor- 
ious anti-war. anti-semitic, anti-United Nations magarine. THE CROSS 
AND THE FLAG. It appeared on page 471 of the November, 1944 issue. 


VETERANS! VETERANS! caso sated 
VETERANSI to organise 
the veterans of this war into an orgcmization 
known am the Notionalist Veterans of World 
War. YW you know g veteran of this war who 
is a Natianclist, send hie came in at once a 
that be can be informed when the time comes 
to lrunch the campaign for expansion. Send 
the names of all veterans to THE CROSS AND 
THE FLAG. Box 453. Detroit, Michigan and we 
will see tha! the names are 'umed over to ths 
ofganization committee hea by George 
Voss, recently mustered out of the army hoepi- 

\ tal at Fort Custer. 


life is understandable and no pa- 
triotic American will begrudge 
them all that America can provide. 
Unfortunately, however, many ser- 
vieemen will probably be misled 
by the irresponsible promises held 
out to them by men like Smith, 
Coughlin and McWilliams. The ex- 
travaganzas outlined by _ these 


demagogues have no basis in real- 


ity. They are economic fallacies. 
They are not realizable objectives 
(such as the GI Bill of Rights) and 
are put forward obviously for pur- 
poses other than safeguarding the 
interests of the returning soldiers. 

It is the classic technique of the 
demagogue to promise large sums 
of the government's money at some 
future date while he takes in the 
money of the unsuspecting for his 
own account now. 

William Kulgren, a lesser light, 
is another who has ambitious post- 
war plans. One of the defendants 
in the recent Washington, D. C. 
sedition trial, Kulgren publishes 
America Speaks, an incredibly vi- 
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cious paper which is widely cir- 
culated. Kulgren’s line is preach- 
ment of outright falsehoods to the 
World War II servicemen and 


their families. declaring that Pres- } 


ident Roosevelt knifed World Wan 
I veterans and fought against the 
1935 soldier bonus bill. Kulgren 
appeals to the servicemen and their 
families to join his anti-semitic 
movement and band together to as- 
sure proper bonus pay for the sol- 
diers of this war. Naturally, he pro- 
poses to head the movement. 

Others such as Edward James 
Smythe, also a sedition trial de- 
fendant, are busily shouting ‘the 
phony merits of their own outfits. 
Smythe heads the Protestant War 
Veterans, headquarters at 148 Ver- 
milyea Avenue, New York City. He 
proposes to exclude aj] Jews and 
Catholics. 

Smythe launched his outfit to in- 
veigle Klan-minded veterans of 
World War I. but he plans to get in 
on the World War II racket unless 
the government puts him in a Fed- 
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eral penitentiary. He makes . eee the destructive abilities 


bones about his postwar plans and 
says so publicly. Even the Federal 
courtroom where he was being 
tried. along with twenty-seven 
others, was not too sacrosanct for 
such boasting on the part of 
Smythe. He is not over-subtle. and 
the accompanying reproduction of 
his letter, on the letterhead of his 
Protestant War Veterans, address- 
ed to “Terramare Office. Kronen- 
strabe I, Berlin.” is an indication 
of Smythe's methods. 

The fifth column has selected 
America’s motherhood as its chief 
means for reaching the minds and 
hearts of our fighting men. and an 
unusually effective method this is 
proving to be! Investigators of the 
fascist network have dubbed this 
mothers movement *momism. Over 
half a million mothers of soldiers 
nave been ensnaredinthe"Mothers” 
racket. and while many = are 
fascist-minded by distorted con- 
victions. the great majority are sim- 
ply innocent women who have been 
edged into the growing movement 
by other mothers who have received 
their baptism in the old roaring 
days of America First. the Christian 
Front and similar groups. 

Native fascist chiefs, like Gerald 
L. K. Smith, boast that when our 
11.000.000 servicemen are mustered 
out, they will seek leadership of 
the “nationalists.” This is nonsense. 
The overwhelming majority of our 
boys in the services are patriotic, 
democracy-loving Americans and 
they will spurn these overtures. 
But it would be a mistake to under- 
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of Smith, Coughlin, Kulgren, Mc- 
Williams and their female counter- 
parts who head the “Momism” 
movement. They don't expect the 
majority, or even a sizeable minor- 
ity. of the servicemen will adhere 
to their destructive principles when 
they come home. They will be satis- 
fied if they can influence and organ- 
ize one serviceman out of every few 
hundred: a storm troop mob of 50.- 
000 to 100.000, organized into well- 
knit companies throughout the 
country will more than satisfy them, 
Hence such activities as Mr. Vose's 
and others of his kind at the present 
time. The framework is now being 
established. 

The native fascist leaders yearn 
for chaos after the war. They dream 
of strikes and brutal strike sup- 
pressions. They chortle with glee 
while the war continues and our 
boys overseas are fed with anti- 
labor propaganda by our news- 
papers and other publications. for 
that enrages GI Joe and prepares 
his mind for the things the fifth col- 
umn chiefs plan when he returns 
home. 

The agitation of the Smiths, 
Coughlins and the rest can be 
counteracted most effectively by a 
broad educational campaign aimed 
to show their spiritual links with 
the foes of our nation, together 
with a constructive job-program to 
give economic security to returning 
veterans( Meanwhile, their activi- 
ties might well receive the atten- 
tion of the Federal Government's 
law-enforcement agencies) 
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4 [amps Lit Again 


Waldemar Kaempfért 


* Posiwar electronics will shop for you, cook fof you, trane- 
port you, bring vou the hand-clasp of a distant friénd—do just 
about everything but kixx your girl and raise ‘your babies! 


Ngoesen Aladdin’s Wonder- 
\ Lamp? Remember how, 
whenever it was rubbed, 
Aladdin’s slave made a _ palace 
ground or produced 

bags of preciou&stones? 

The lamp is hYe. You can buy 
one for as little as Qenty-five cents 
or as much as $1.240, depending 
on what you expect it. 

Of course. it will not\build pal- 
#ces overnight or present you with 
diamonds. But it will cook Yor you 
and rock the baby. It will détect a 
burglar climbing your porch\see 
through fog, stop an elevator at 
right floor. It will open the garag 
door so you can drive in. It will cu 
some diseases. 

This Aladdin’s Wonderful 


about two thousand differe 

and sizes. Lock inside y 

set and you will see a 

types. They are little 

they glow with a dy/l light. Why 
are they called electfon tubes? Be- 
cause they juggle ectrons, 

And what are electrons? Particles 
much smaller Ahan the smallest 
atom. A curreyit in a wire is a flow 
of electrons. A flash of lightning is 
a sudden burst of them. Electricity 
comes in/electrons. It took about 
two thowsand years of experiment- 
ing and thinking to find that out, 


Copyright 1944, Popetar Pablications, tuc,, 
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Condensed from Argosy 


and now that it hag been found out 
we have the electyon tube, the most 
important, the ynost versatile, the 
most sensitive the most useful tool 
ever invented. 

To put eléctrons to practical use 
as electricity they must be torn out 
and set free. Heat does that. You 
can hegt a piece of iron until it 
glows white and thus release elec- 
trons, but you can't do anything 
with them. Shoot a minute electron 
into the air and it is stopped at 

ce by a gigantic air-atom, as if 

y a wall. Hence the first step is to 

get rid of the air. That is why tubes 
are necessary—vacuum tubes. In- 
ide a tube is a flament much like 

electric lamp on your desk. 
on the current to heat the fil- 

and the electrons are shot 


grid and a metal plate 
tube. Between the two is the fila- 
ment. The electrons stream from 
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This will acknowledge receipt of yeur éommuni cation dated 
May 17, 1945, with enclosure. ag 


The material which you have submitted has been carefully 
reviewed, and I want to thank you for your interest and courtesy in 
writing to this Bureen. In the event you receive additional inform- 

3 tion which you believe to be of interest to this Bureau, I want you 
(j to feel free to commnicate with the Special Agent in Charge of our 
( f Saint Louis Field Division which is lecated at 423 United States Court 
House and Custom House, Saint Louis, Missourt. 


Sincerely yours, 


Ail INFORM Big EN Pores John Edger Hoover 
Btn rat im Ge 


Py: te mais ANED Director 
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a Federal Burean of investiga... apares =) 
United States Department of Justice i a re 
{ my ar) | oe . ; 
’ Detroit, Michigan eee an eae ce 
May 8, 1945 | een 
a 5 OS a PAN cee Se anes | 
ee Ps | 
Director, FRI = Raebets iscaen a [ 
. Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases; 


THE’ AMERICA FIRST PARTY; 
INTERNAL SECURITY — Sedition 
(62-3818 and @yees) 









Dear Sir: 
by 
e following is pertinent information received cron 
EER whose identity is known to the Bureau, concer 
ect's activities during the period from April 21 to May 6, 2 
clusive. ——— 


a 
SMITH left Detroit on the evening of April 2lst for an, 
extended trip to the West Coast during the course of which he made speeches bre 
to his followers at meetings held in Chicago, 5t. Louis, Denver, and Salt 
Lake City. He planned to leave Salt Lake City at 11:40 p.m. on May 4, 1945, 
and was to arrive at San Francisco on the morning of Mey 6, 1945. Informant 
did not know where SVITH planned to stay while in San Francisco but believed 
he would receive his mail at the St. Francis Hotel in that city. He plans 
to spend several weeks in San Francisco "observing" the activities of the 
nited Nations Conference now being held there. While on this trip he has 
maintained contact with his Detroit office by mail and long distance tele- 
phone and has continued to direct the operations of the office, 


He is continuing publication and distribution of various 
types of literature. The pamphlet "Whose Concept Is It?", supposedly 
written by a irs. BERTHALGLEBE of Dayton, Yhio, has received wide distribu- 
tion through his sources recently as has a book written by “Americanus" 
dealing with post-war settlements. His monthly magazine "The Cross and 
the Flag" ran 11,000 copies for the May issue and informant believed that 
these copies were all used in distribution to subscribers and contributors, 


s informant noted 
» and b 7 
at on April s donations 


gn the mail totaled 319.50 and on May 2 and 3 the contributions sre 
$22.00 and §23.00 respectively. SMITH has sac mail in recent weeks ii 
L/ 
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Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, 

May 8, 1945 with aliases; THE 
AMERICA FIRST PARTY; 
INTERNAL SECURITY = 
Sedition 


from Senator NYE, Congressman WOODRUFF of Michigan, Congressman HAGEN, 

HARRY “ROMER, who was SKITH's candidate for vice president on the America 
First’ Party ticket last fall » and the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation. SMITH told informant latter letter was in reply to one 
which he sent to J. Edgar Hoover recently relative to allegedly discriminat— 
ing against SMITH, in Philadelphia. Informant did not learn the contents of 
this letter, The letter was forwarded to SMITH at San Francisco. 


Informant stated that on April SMITHts of e- 
ceived a call sting that SWITE cont 
eee. phone ; ormation was 


relayed to SMITH at St. s by wire. 






SMITH has indicated to informant that some "little newspapers’ 
are now printing items distributed by his newly organized Nationalist News 
Service. He also told informant that he was making a list of the poole who 
had answered a qiestionnaire which he sent out some time ago, one of 
questions of which inquired as to whether the person could come to Washington 
if SMITH requested him to do so. SKITH stated he was saving these names since 
he would "need them for the debates in Washington", Informant did not learn 
what debates SMITH had in mind but believed probably he had reference to the 
discussions which would occur in Congress when that body considered the pro- 
posals presented at the San Francisco conference. 


Very truly yours, 


R GY sm, 


R. A. GUERIN, SAC 
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Office Memorandum - UNITED SiATES GOVERNMENT 


To : DIRECTOR, FHI | DATE: mAY 22, (1945 


OM : S&C, KANSAS CITY 
GERALD L. x ery 


S'MERTCA FIRST PARTY 


INTERNAL SECURITY 

SEDITION 

i -\ “Reference is made to the letter of April 3, 1945, from the 
/ Detroit Office to the Bureau, a copy of which was furnished 

to this Meld fivision. . . 

A review of newspapers and inquiries of other sourees of 
information in Kansas City have failed te indicate that 

GERALD L. K. SMITH held a preas conference at Kansas City, 
Mssouri. 

In the event information is received at & later date concerning 
any activities of SMITH in the Kansas City Field Division, the 
Bureau, #8 well as Detroit, will be immediately advised. 


This case is being continued in a referred upon completion 
status in this office, 
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ATTEMPTED BLOODSHED IN CHICAGO 

On the 15th of March Christian Americans in 
Chicago took up thelr crosses in behalf of their 
Christian ideals. As many of the readers of this 
magazine know, Communists, anti-Christions and 
certain hysterical Jewish elements in Chicago, an- 
nounced to the world that I would never be per- 
mitted to speck in Chicago again. 


BRIEF STATEMENT OF WHAT HAPPENED 
Our Chicago committee rented Temple Hall, owned 
_ and operated by a unit of the American Federation 
of Labor and of the Chicago Federation of Labor. 
Thia did not meon that these groups were under- 
wtiting my philosophy of life—it did mean, however, 
that these outstanding labor leaders favored the 
Constitution of the United States, which guarantees 
to all law-abiding Americans freedom of speech and 
freedom of assembly. 
The moment that our meeting was announced, 
J. L. Fishbein. editor of the Sentine! (largest English 
language Jewish weekly in America) inaugurated a 


- campaign of character assassination and vilification, 


the like of which I have not experienced since the 
assassination of Huey Long. 

First, the Chicago Labor Union received over 200 
telegrams, many of which threaiened bloodshed. The 
Union also received telephone calls threatening the 
eee of thelr building if I was allowed to 
speak. 

The Union called a meeting of their membership 
and cnnounced that they were going to take a stand 
on the side of free speech and assembly. They 
said that they were not underwriting the philosophy 
of Gerald L K. Smith, but they were underwriting 
his right to epeak and the ‘right of his people to 
assemble. 

This decision on the part of the local union made 
Fishbein and bis compatriots furious. A compilation 
of the namerc cf iluse wha sent the ening 
telegrams and the messages of protem ro-vaals that 
they were 93% Jewizh I have the name of every 
one of these individuals in my personal file. 


GUNMEN INVADE TEMPLE 

On the afternoon before the night of the meeting, 
three hoodlums broke into the Temple, which as a 
-building is a thing of beauty. azeaulted the janitor 
with a gun and exploded six stench bombs. They 
warned the janitor that there must not be a meeting 
that night. Threatening telephone calls continued 
to pour into the Union Hall The building was 
guarded during the remainder of the afternoon by 
25 police, some with sawed-off shotguns. In the 
meantime our Chicago committee, with the co-oper- 
ation of the police, used a counteracting chemical 


ie * 


christians vittorious 


emong the mobs ahorily prior to the crucifixion of 
our Lord. It must be remembered that the same 
evil mentality which crucified Christ, now desires 
te : 


Our people refused to be intimidated. They came 

in-and filled up the hall. I was escorted to the 
platform by two veterane of this war, while deep 
in the hearts of Mrs. Smith and myself was the 
thought of our only son, Gerald, Jr. who has been 
a casualty twice in this war, and {s now in a hospital 
in Burma. 
_ The meeting was opened by Mr. Frederick Kister, 
a veteran of this war with om honorable discharge, 
who spoke fifteen minutes and presented me. I 
‘spoke for two hours and fifteen minutes, devoting 
my méssage to the same principles as are enunciated 
in this magazine. 


SENSATIONAL FACT! 


While I spoke, the mobsters outside {at least 90% © 
Jewish) knocked most of the windows out of the 


uilding, even in spite of the police. The audience 
did not move, but sat in rapt attention. 


The place was guarded by at least 50 police, and . 


more than 100 were prepared for an emergency 
call. I warned the good Christians assembled that 
a move was on foot to agitate our people beyond 
self-control. I urged them to be peaceful and not 
respond to the vulgar insulis of this uncouth mab. 

It ts a fact, however, thet as our people let the 
hall, they were actually spat upon. Even so, they 
made no response to these insults. The enemy had 
failed to incite our good people to riot. 

Shortly before the end of the meeting I received 
a message from the police detectives to the effect 
that they were convinced that there was a definite 
plot to do me great injury, perhaps kill me. A car, 
well guarded hy police, met us at the stage doo-’ 
aod Mra. Smith and I were retume+ *2~¥ to the 
Theaian Americaniam. an 

The above is a mere outline of the story. } will 
discuss other detoils in my monthly letter which 
goes out to loyal supporters all over the United 
States. 


Surely there are Jewish leaders in America whose 


attitudes are not represented by the Chicago Je 


Sentinel. Surely the employment of the threat 
bloodshed and the actual use of stench bombs, hric 


AN APPEAL TO JEWS +s 


stones, and guns is not pleasing to ail Jewish leader — : 


I challenge the Jews of America who love peagd 


ond who seek goodwill to seize leadership and _ 
repudiate such men as J. I. Fishbein, and those whe, — 


formulate the editorial policy of the Chicago J: 


™ ilding the stench bombs Sentinel. = a ee 
cep oper gan eetgt ae } Mr. Fishbein {s now engaged in a campaign 
LYNCH MOB ARRIVES os eee on eed Seed 4 
re At 8 «’clock a mob moved in and attempted to Palace ss eect Ga Acsercane whe believe tx the 
: take the hal) away from our America First people. rinciple of America First. God save America God 
vt The~ cre armed with counterfeit tickets which were es the Jews from the leadership of euch men a”. ’ 
2 teadi: ‘stected. They formed a picket line and J. L. Fishbein of Chicago. p 
| meio 0rus—"Down with Smith"—-"Hamg Smith e : f~ 





ve = tmnith”—"Kill Smith”—"To Hell with Smith.” 
aes spies was so vicious that it reminded me 
veadtaucr language which many of us have been 
in “stud from the New Testament recently, especially 
“-ng the psychology that was developed 


ea menthiy letter and would likes fe receive the 
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Bene ba SAC, 3an Francisco May 21, 1945 
ar John Zévar Boover, Director - Federal Burcau of Investig: tion 
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_} FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA. ) | CO-150 


UN?7ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF oeetaee: 


To: IE cons SECTION. | ROUTINE 
MAY 25, 1945 


| 8aC, SAM FRANCISCO 
GERALD L, K. SMITH, rauerIcA FIRST PARTY, INTERNAL SECURITY, SEDITION. 
REBURLET MAY TWENTIOME, LAST. IMMEDIATELY SUMCLT REPORT REFLECTING 
RESULTS OF COVERAGE SUITH'S ACTIVITIES 70 DATE. DEPART-ENT 

PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN DATA SHOWING POSSIBLE VIOLATION SECTION 


Transmit the following message to: 


FIVE, TITLE EIGHTEEN, USC. 


CC: BRTROIT (BY MAIL) 


ALL INFORHIT:ON CPT NED 
HEREIN #5 UNO! ASce ii 


DATE Zs Jew BY sescarac 
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Federal Surean of Investigation 


United States Department of Justice 
Detroit, Michigan . 
Mey 31, 1945 





a Director r FBI 





Dear Sirs 





A eopy of thie letter is being sent to the San Francisco Field 
Division and to the Los Angeles Field Division in order that they may be 
advised of SUITH's present whereabouts and ultimate plane and may in turn 
advise the Bureau and the Detroit Field Division and any ether interested 


field divisions upon learning of SMITH's plans for the return trip to 
Detroit. 


Very truly yours, 


JCA bau 
eral ba al Scsikl ages Agent in Charge 
2-1126 


ce - Los Angeles (AIR MAIL) r, 
San Francisco (AIR MAIL) ie, 
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DATE 2yAs/ex. Bicester ie 
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STANDARD FORM NOD. 64 , : _ e _ }. 


| Office rT a oe » UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


- TO : WR. D. WM. fiat DATE: 
| 5230 peMe, 5-26~L5 


FROM : J. Ke «SKM: Lem 


SUBJECT: GERALD L. rea ” Servi 
BLUE STAR MOTHERS OF AMERICA ~ Gabinete Events Group 


Bird babe bade 
a 


I called ASAC Hinze at Philadelphia and referred him to a call I made to‘ pores 
SAC Sears on April 26, 1945, about a letter we had received from Gerald L- vise seat 


WY. Geith. 4n whieh he allazgen wa had drma something ahoaut hia eriwvil Mias Gandy 


oh @ Wis WEED Feel FF idk Ws s3w leds WP WA nw ees SEAL 7 WEA Oe eae wv 4 sie Sah. FT owe 


liberties, enclosing for us a copy of a letter written by the State Secretary of 
the POS of A to fLillian Parks, Secretary of the Current Events Club, in which 
MS said that “several complaints have reached us against your holding meetings 
“in our building through members of the FBI and otherwise," and therefore Snith stat 
he was compelled to cancel the lease. Hinze was advised we answered Gerald L. K. 
Snith, but before doing so I called SAC Sears and asked him whether anybody up ther 


had “put the bite” on the ement about having these meetings. Sears said that 
SA ~d had visited concerning that group last summer, and that it was 
alle was i Piaw 14% had said to boa ap pe waa wily Vinny wisw &+ wip} wey Givi fhe, View y r+ wr 


aim annnrantiy that the eran wae anti—-Saenitic nro 
Nazi, and that the POS of A might be better off without them; however, at the 
time was on @ plant, Sears had not had a chance to talk. with him, but he + 
would talk to him and ascertain whether he actually. said anything or not. , 










Mr. Hinze was told that now T[illian Parks has written in demanding an explanation 
of the same kind and referring not only to the letter from the POS of A but also 
to the letter we wrote back to Gerald L. K. Smith; that we had received a teletype 
from Philadelphia dated May 25th, pointing out that the National Blue Star Mothers 


of America were to have a meeting at which they were going to have Helms testify | 


he had to cancel their lease because of FBI pressure. : et 


I instructed Mr. Hinze to call the Bureau by 10:00 a.m. Monday, clearing up the 
following matters: LThe Bureau should be furnished the results of the interview 
with the Agent - did he or did he not tell Helms they would be better off without 
this group, etc. What about the allegation gh®ther Agent is supposed to have 
contacted him more recently, visited the janitor and looked over the place, but 
made no comments concerning the Gurrent Events Club? 2. Philadelphia wire of Ma 


=e ee ee haee aat Ss fv ae ten then wwe 


25th says they were to have a meetin and. have y VeSuL 6&5 bo une pressure 
1g re af P 


the FBI. What happened to the meeting? 


For his further information, ASAC Hinze was advised we had a teletype from San — 
Francisco stating they had picked up information that Gerald L. K. Smith, apparer 
in referring to a magazine article, said that one feature should be a photostatic 
copy of the Philadelphia letter, and one of the "J. Edgar Hoover letter” with the 
background story. ° 


All a wrong. mae 


HEREIN (© UNCLASSIFIED ee) , 
ay te 7 RE Ret yn ae we 


kar 


STPADARD FORM wan. 64 “ss -_ ar “oo SyT 


om Office Memorandim - UNITED ) STATES GOVERNMENT 
J NE INFORMATION CONTAINED, 
. REIN IS UNCLASSIFIED: 55 a.m, 20-1 


FROM : J. K. 
o Of4 2 ae 
SUBJECT: © GERALD L. K. SMITH 


HSER ERSS RRR EEE 
7 


BLUE STAR MOTHERS OF AMERICA (Current Events Group) cares 

= A Mumfc 

ASAC Hinze called from Philadelphia, pursuant to my request, to furnish ae 
information regarding the allegations made by Gerald L. K. Smith and — clea 
by #TTien Parke, Secretary of the Current Events Club that the FBI Miss Boar 


had brought pressure on the POS of A to cancel leases in their hall held 
by Smith and by the euErect Events Group. = 











Hinze stated SA had furnished the following data: Some time last May 
or June AEB went to seeMielms, told him we were interested in the Blue Star 

Mothers, Who had at that time made arr ents to meet at the POSA # 
name of the Cur 





















ere we investigating then, /and says he generally tol they wer 
a holdover from the pre-Pearl Harbor ret Committee and had apparently th: 
epee aims. said he believed he also told him they were believed to be con- 
tacting se en and talking to them in such a way as to try to make them less 
enthusiastic about athe the war. “Helms at that time showed the lease thai 













they had signed and asked if he wanted to have them throw » and said 


that he did not want that; t he was pleased to have then De 
tre a eee 







pointed cut his contact wit was just after | yman, one o 
seditious conspiracy defendant "hed come to Philadelphia and had made an 

infleamatory speech to the women, and as a result the Bureau had given instructior 
om follow their activities as closely as possible. Mr. Hinze stated he assumed 







when he went up there, gave them as little information as he possibly could 
to what we were doing; that they had checked and ascertaine was the only mar 
“ that actually had contact with Helms; tha didindicate hing about the ne 
of their organization and some of their in talking to Helms, he said, he 
was very circumspect; that he did not make any charges t re ved et: otic 
or that they were seditious or arpthing like that a5 (ash. iP 
wr. Hinze stated this meeting was held last Friday - : eee befaeé, hilo ae 
We Rok, Common Pleas Court, and a temporary injunction waxed ued straining the 
‘Patriotic Daughters of America from preventing the Blue Star Mothers (Current Ever 
. Club), from having their meetings there (in the POSA Hall). ‘Helms cid ngt testify 
at all; it was all done by the Blue Star Mothers. Parks in her testimony Said the 
Helms had told her thst FBI men were hanging around on fire escapes and “in closcts 
Later on, one of the informants said she also made the statement (but there seems 
be some question as to whether she gave this as testimony or whether it was just < 
‘statement made out loud in the court room later on) that the FBI had put pressure 


on the mayor in this matter. Mr. fe a stated letters had been forwarded to the 
Bureau a ese Tr indicating this thing all seems to have ocourred following 













se al < . . < = - . : : 
‘ = . ~ 
ne ; vA wa 


Mr. Ladd : ; - 2 - 


appearance of Parks in the mayor's office, objecting to a certain United Nations 


Counci}] Meeting in Philadelphia and gaan Liegh Mayor Samuels, who has a 
Jewish: secretary named Rosenberg had : 









name 



















Mu. Nichols _. 
Nir. Roecr ay, 
Mr. Traey 


Lillian Farks, Seorstary, 
Current Events Club, 

1113 8. Séth St., 

Philea., &5, Pa. 


Mr. Carer. 
Afr. Esur ..., 
lar. Rendon 
llr. Peasiartor 
fer. Quinn Tao 
Mr. Neaue 
Miss Gandy 






May 14, 1945. 


{ Johm Edgar Hoover, Director, 


Federal Bureau of Investigation, ALL INFORMATION CONTAIN 


United States Department of Justice, 
hee a a HEREIN iS Shoo SSSPED 
My Dear Sirs DATE /ofee _ peerage 


G We are in receipt of a letter this morning from from the Reverend Gerald Le K. 
“guith enclosing a photostatio copy of a letter dated april 26th fram the Federal 
Bureau of Investigatiom ever your signature, You state im your letter to Mr. Smith 
that at mo time have you ever attempted to interfere with an smerican's right to his 
civil liberties. In this connection, we would like to point out to you that due to 
2 pressure being brought by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Mayor's office 
meee 5 in Philadelphia we have been denied our constitutional right of free speech. In 
fact, our leage has been terminated by the P.0.8e of Ae because, so they state, we 
were “having the Reverend Gerald Le K. Smith ag a speaker at our meoting. 


ner I om enolosing herewith a copy (photostatie) of a letter received from 
the P, 0oc8S. Of Ae, which definitely points to the Federal Bureau of Investigation as 
being the prime factor in causing us to lose our inalicmable right of free speech 
and free assembly. vt on be a7! Ce 
prec e | 


_ * We would weloome any investigatian you would sare to nike, end if you ; 
+: fied we have been amiss in our umdebstanding of our fimdsamental rights as free « 
Americans, we stand ready to pay the full penalty. The alternative would be a o 
bill of health by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. , 


Very respectfully ‘ 


Es oF gl 
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_ advised that in connection with the investigation the Bureau hgg had 
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Office 2 Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : TR DIRECTOR DATE: May 28, 1945 ws Toye 







FRoM : OD. M. LADD 





Kr. Cor 


; 
SUBJECT: GERALD L. K. SMITH 


BLUE STAR MOTHERS OF AMERICA (Current ts Group) 


FRASER Ba 


Set forth below is a brief summary of recent developments involv =. *= 
ing Gerald L. K. Smith; the Blue Star Mothers of America (Current Events Miss Gan 
Group); the latter's landlord in Philadelphia, one C. B. Helms, State 
Secretary of the Patriotic Order Sons. of America; and the Bur eau, 





Under date of April 13, 1945, C. B. Helms, State Secretary of the 
Patriotic Order Sons of America, which has a building at 1317-19 North Broad 
Street, Philadelphia, addressed a letter to Mrs. Lillian Parks, Secretary, 
Current Events Club, same address, stating: "Several complaints have reached 
us against your holding meetings in our building, through members of the FEI 
and otherwise. Today they advise us the Reverend Gerald “Snith is to speak here 
this citer im I am compelled under the circumstances to cancel the lease and | 


Omp mac r 5 to 
th, who forwerded a copy to ae with a Nether: Sonteiiine the following 


"1. There had been no arrangement for me to speak in Philadelphia 
as the letter suggests. 


"2. I am convinced that no representative of your Department attempted 
to coerce the management of the building referred to in an attemt 
to prevent my speaking in Philadelphia. 


*3, I have confidence in you to believe that you would not participate 7 
in any plan to deny an American’citizen his civil liberties, 


"It is my personal opinion that someone in Philadelphia is mepere eee 
ing a representative of your Department. | prooRr] on TL: 
o (.: o fae — fe 


A check was. made with SAC Sears at Philadelphia, who subsequently 






for some time relative to — Blue Star Mothers of America 
the name Current 


i. ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
me ae ey IS UNCLASSIFIED 
| - “DATE sola Bye 2 oa 


Memorandum for the Director 





( 3 we were winterestel Blue Star Mothers as @ general Gatter 
Beccee they were allaged to be a holdover from the pre—Pearl Harbor America 
First Committee and were contacting servicemen and talking to them in such b 
& manner as to make them less enthusiastic about fighting the war. He recalled 
that Helms showed him the lease the Current Events Club (Blue Star Mothers) 
had signed and asked Agent f he “wanted to have them thrown out,® 
whereupon specifically he did not want nee ane; in recs on eres 
the opinion t he was pleased to have them permane 
where we eos awe ech their SS 














Fi OT yey 


In view of the contents of Helms' letter to Mrs. Lillian Perks SAC 
"Sears had Helms contacted, and Helms stated that he had numerous telephone calls 
regarding the Current Events Club and progressively became more and more annoyed; 
that on April 13, 1945, he received an anonymous telephone call advising him 
that Gerald L. K. Smith was going to address a group that evening and he there- 
upon decided it was time to take so ote the reference letter. 
Also on the same date Helms called allay Secretary to Mayor Samuels . 
of Philadelphia, and advised him o ephone call and suggested that squad 
cars and detectives be sent there. ERR en told Helms that the saben 
group were trouble makers. Helms that the wording of his lett 
to Mrs. Parks was not exactly correct in that the FBI Agent who had contented 
him had made no complaint about the group but had merely stated it was reportedly 
anti-Semitic and reportedly pro-German. He also stated that no Agent had told 
him Smith was going to speak but that his only information was the above-mentioned 
telephone call. It was also learned at that time that also sent a letter 
to Mayor Samuels referring to his conversation i which he said: 
"I can only say that Agents of the FBI had advised ey Were pro-Nazi tt 
my informants tell me this is not the case but they are a proup of Catholic 
ladiesS.eese Opposed to the so-called New Deal and to some extent in opposition 
é to radical Jewish elements.* Mr. Sears stated that he would see to it the letter 
{ to Mayor Samuels caused no. embarrassment. It does not appear fram the above that 
the actions of the Bureau Agent were in any way improper but, on the contrary, 
he handled the matter d b 4 





A reply was thereupon prepared to Gerald L. K. Smith acknowledging 
his letter and stating:” 








ae z 
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7 ae me ines ee ee eget A erence, 5 mth erg a aging een Sm nme ete a MR me - 5 


Memorandum for the Director 


*Tou may be assured that the assumptions you set forth in your 
letter of April 18 are correct; i.e., no representative of this Bureau 
has at any time attempted to coerce the management of any building to 
prevent your speaking in Philedelphie or engaged in any activities 
designed to deny an American citizen his civil liberties. I appreciate 
your bringing this matter to my attention so that you will have no 


question concerning the policies of the FBI." 


A report has just been received from Salt Lake City, which covered a 
meeting addressed by Gerald L. K. Smith on May 3, 1945, at which he said he 


had that morning received your letter of reply quoted in the paragraph immediately 


-—s =-—e ee yew wus ames wesw ren So OP ir OAS es Neha SE Wt on 
above. He commented to the audience that he ¥ was personally acquainted with you 
and then read your letter. He commented that it was "a fine letter" and seid, 
“Give Mr. Hoover a hand,® whereupon there was enthusiastic applause for you. 


| seo Ma 251015 bale Led from San 





nw Ts P. eeerene. ge. ayaa | 


14, 1945, a letter was received addressed to you 
over the signature of Mrs. Lillian Parks, Secretary, Current Events Club at 
Philadelphia, enclosing a copy of the letter peers to, hereinbefore dated 


: April 13 from Helms cancelling the lease éd to,above #m reply to 

ee Gerald L. K. Smith. Mrs. Park's letter, however, misinterprets you in that she 
says that you sald in your letter to Mr. Snith "that at no time have you ever 
attempted to interfere with an American's right to his civil liberties," and 
she goes on, "In this connection, we would like to point out to you that due to 
[pr coeire being brought by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Mayor's 
office in Philadelphia, we have been denied our constitutional right of free 
speech." She contimes by referring to the letter from Helms and stating that it 
"definitely points to the Federal Bureau of Investigation as being the prime 
factor in causing us to lose our inalienable right of free speech and free 
assembly," and she asks for an investigation to clarify the matter or, "The 
alternative would be a clean bill of health by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

A letter of reply was prepared under date of May 17, 1945, and sent to your office, 
where it was held until the return to me on May 26, 1945, for this clarification 
of the entire matter. 


Under date of May 25, 1945, a teletype was received from Philadelphia 
advising that it had been confidentially learned that all members of the National 
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Memorandum for the Director 


Blue Star Mothers of America had been requested to attend a hearing on the 
cancellation of their lease by the Patriotic Order Sons of America Building 
scheduled for that morning at the City Hall before Judge Bok and at which it was 
expected that C. B. Helms would appear and testify he had to cancel the lease 
because of FBI pressure. It was stated that if this testimony was received, 
the Mothers group plans to sue the Government. Advice has now been received 

{ that Helms did not appear and testify but that at the hearing Mrs. Parks stated 
that Helms had told her that FBI men were "hanging around on fire escapes and 
in closets® and that the FBI had put pressure on the Mayor in this matter. 
The Philadelphia Office has further advised that Mrs. Parks has indicated 
she did not think this matter was so much a result of action by the FEI as it 
was the "Jewish Gestapo," which she.calls the Anti-Defamation League. Also a 
Mrs. Brown of the Current Events Group has indicated on several occasions 
that she believes the persons responsible for the letter cancelling the lease 


were "the Jewish Gestapo in P o do with the FBI." 
It has also been alleged that is very active 
in the Anti-Defamation League. Judge Bok ordered the lease nued in 


' effect and that the Current Events Group could contime to hold their meetings }. 






in the building. 


ACTION: 


It is recommended that the attached letter, which has been redated, 
go forward to Mrs. Parks as the reply to her incoming. It appears that the 
answer to Gerald L. K. Smith has proved most fortunate anc that this suggested 
reply to Mrs. Parks is least apt to be of any use to her to use to the 
enbarrassment of the Bureau but still is sufficient to forestall any possibility 
of a charge that we have evaded the issue raised, 
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May 30, 1945 
os 


( Mre. Wdllian Parks 


cerant reste cus> ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


a ae 43, Pennsylvania HERE RUNS a I ae 
Dear Madam: DA ~ ee | 


| This ie in feply to your letter dated 4% ‘1945 enclosi 

a eopy of a letter dated April 23, 1945, which you sé was sent you “ee oa 

feos State Secretary of the Patriotic Order Sone of Amerioa, 7 

| pee Neb le gan | 

' Please be advised that at no time has complaint 

by a representative of the FRI concerning the holding of mesttags be yas 
nd eae pa in the building at 1317-19 orth Broad Street, Philadelphia, 

a. 


Very truly yours, 


. : aover per ‘ ea 

; d. Bages z ive ae t:? 

) | John Edgar Hoover - ce 
Lg P Director ee gee 
Se 3 " : F wo . * a 


cc - Philadelphia (with copies of incoming ) vere. oe 





Nei € 


r 
.r 
IT 
r 





a 
& 


EER BERR! 
: ime corgi 


Mi 





ALL INFORMATION CONTAC foes 
mare bigrag te 


DATE. 
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JKM: EOD me 
TO : THE DIRECTOR - DATE: May 2, 19 i 
FROM ss: D. M. LADD = ie 
kr. Glavin. 3 
SUBJECT: GERALD L. CO sci . a MersTe 
BLUE STAR MOTHERS OF AMERICA (Current Events Group) i, recy 
You will recall that in my memorandum of May 28, 1945, I advised ie. Jones, — 
you that C. B. Helms, State Secretary, Patriotic Order Sons of America, Tele. oon 


who allegedly wrote the letter Mrs. Lillian Parks is complaining of, had MiSs Becht 
been interviewed and admitted that the wording of his letter with regard ee 


to an FEI Agent was not correct. Attached is a proposed.answer, which has 
been read to and approved by SAC Sears. 
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ie JELICE 
veneee BF 1 0-95 44-731 
| a Pa May 32, 2045 
ge ee . : 
{ MENORAIDUM FOR UB. TOLSON 
NO : MB. Lapp 


There has S}ealin Gone threagh, and Y have at great eho Iect 
ter addressed to Ere. Lillian forks, who sade coauplatezt about ection 
of this Bureau tn connectton witk the Blue Stor Mothera af snericca t 
Philadelphia. J am not at all sattafied at the nonner is whick thia 
correspondence was handled, As tadicated previously, the origtnal — 
proposed reply to Mra. Parke was gucsive end weck, end tt appecred / 
the mezorcadun ‘then attached to the correspondence that eur Philadel 


Pe Office was tn arrar tn the matter. at Tenet £2 sacs 2 wtent TF an ah 
ari wes Fee ws» ae — Sw ET OY! FS SS See FF Gv CLC UY e a UU HA 


: | motters of this Bind should be nore proaptly and sere vigorously Aan 
e ‘ Also I think that oc etter ghould be essed te the Philodelphitc re 
fice, tndiceting our diepleceure at the manaer ta which this whole { 
veatication was handled tn Philadelphia. O@bvtously, tf eur dgents bh 


het leas garrulous ond more discreet, the situcttes would aot have 
GPriBein.g 


Very truly yours 


, ey <a? | eee 
GC MOU 


N. 


John Bigcr Hoover 
i \ | Pirecter 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


FD-T8 
t tT 
‘Form No. 1 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT ~ DETE JIT 


REPORT MADE AT 


SALT LAK: 


GERALD L. Kk. SMITH 
\WERICA FIRST PARTY 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


DETAILS: 











the Hote 


APPROVED AND 
FORWAROEO: 





- Buresu 
Detroit 


PR eT, ts ae same Me ert 


A Specs eeting 


“"""AULINFORE TON CONTAINED 


San Francisco 
Salt Lake City 


» MICHIGAN . wum we. 14-66 









DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 
oo De 
5+20-45 4.27 ,28,30-45; FS 


225.4, 68. 
ao by e 


INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION 


Subject arrived Salt Lake City at 7:00 A.M. 

via D&RGN Railroad 5-2-45. Held a press con- 
ference in Hotel Utah at which he stated his 
purpose in going to San Francisco was to head 

a staff of nine versons to report on the Peace 
Conference for twenty-one nationalist organiza- 
tions and to submit a Conference report to twenty- 
three members of Congress, including six senators. 
Subject addressed an invitational meeting at the 
Roof Garden of Wotel Jtah, 5-3-45. List of in- 
vited guests set out herein. Meeting was picketed 
by Communists. A shorthand transcript of Subject's 
speech made available by informant is set forth 
herein. Subject devarted Salt Lake City for San 
Francisco, 5-4-45. 





- RUC - 


Detroit letters to the Director dated April 3, 17, and 26, 
1°45, 


AT SALT LALKE CITY, UTAH 


Pursuant to the request contained in the referenced letters, 





arrangements were made by the Salt Lake City Field Division through Be b 
to obtain the names of the persons invite Oo atten 


“Se held in honor of GERALD L. K. SMITH at the Roof Garden of 


oh. and which meeting he was to address. Re eee en ee td 


- 
aCES 









SPECIAL AGENT 
ac Guano BO NOT WRITE IN THES# 


ch Alderete 
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\ AND IVVITED GUESTS: 





" ANVITATION EXTRAORDIMARY (ELS 
Mos released for Eup lbostave ar es wes 
For Men Only — ee ye 


a fo Attend a Yost Monentous Meeting | 


eo. 


REETINGS TO MY FRIENDS 4, °° Eee on 









“There is an ou aha American: of whom H. L CHEN of the 
ee a said: 'S L. ee SMITH is the greatest orator of this 
century. He begins where ', BILLY SUNDAY and LaFOLLETTE the senior 
left off;' and of whom LOWE TOMAS says: ‘GERALD L. K. SMITH is the most is 
fearless and dynamic orator ‘in America," : 


eo; 


"This outstanding American stands for the following demands: 


America mist be first in war and peace. 


No compromise of national: sovereignty. — 
/ : 


Reveal Bureaucratic Fascism. 


a 


Ficht Kew Deal Communism. 


« - 


‘Lese Honey for foreign politica and more for 
discharged weterans. 


No labor draft. 
Restoration of the system of private enterprise. 
“Amone the topics discussed by Mr, SMITH in his addresses are: 


Dumbarton Oaks, “Brenton ¥oods, "Yelta Conference, Drafting of Women, The 
Planned Super State, The Threat of International Conscription, Secret 


Diplomacy, and Free Speech, etc. de is the master of arty subject in 
his repertoire and he pulls no pumchea. 


“ee 

"It is my great sieaine to have arranged for this well informed 
and profound American to address an evening meeting in the Roof Garden at 
the Totel Utah, on Thurs., May &,. at 8 g*olock. This is not a oublic gather- 


he: 


‘ing ana this irivitation is not released for publication. Admission is by 


invitation to men only. -You are among the few who are given the opportunity 
to be present and you may invite one friend. There will be no cortributions v 
asked. This letter is your card of admission. , 


1 
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oe ae "I regard this gathering as of historical” moment to our State, 
ee for it will open up in full focus vital dseues whioh strike at the very 
Se heart of Amerioa and at the keystone of our freedon. Aner ios is in danger, 
and we mist not longer. ate the. z Teste: a - : 
we: Ss By 211 maans be present and eue “GERALD Lek: ‘SxITE, ‘editor of ; 
oe T ROSS AND THE FLAG, published at pets Michigan. 


"will you do me the courtesy of sayiitne me by return mail if 
yo. will attend, giving the name and address of your invited guest? If 
you cannot be present, ae may hand. this invitation to your proxy one 
notify me. 


Ee eed 


en: 
~ 


4 a : 
one "REXENBER THE DATE: THURSDAY, MAY 8, ROOF GARDEN, HOTEL UTAH, 
‘ ANT FLEASE REPLY BY RETURN MAIL. ; 


~ 


SP 
‘ Ons 
‘ 


a , 
"Sincerely - yours in the service of ‘proclaiming original source 
facts to preserve America, 


H ; 
to oh / ae. sae 


fs 218 Atlas Building ~ 
\ n Fhone pcola = 
: 8 SASES OF CUSSTS INIT. - 


TO HeAR EDITOR GERALD L. Fr, aces IN Toit HOTEL UTAE kOOF -GARDEN 
THURSDAY, MAY 3, 45, SB O'CLOCK P.M. 
: (This list Ts —_ =: ee 
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\! Mayor Esrl JfBlade i , Somm sioker L. C. Romney’ 
{ ? Chief Res& EP. fetterli 5 sster\™ 
| ) =, Charles RA= ' -. 8p. Duane Pteunt 
\ j , 14 
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: aa Gearge WKCorey — 
Frederic Wicofbourom ~ Harve; ars ; 
ae v a 
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_——~lanes Niver 
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‘Ward Bere dnwood 
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af ~+ Dr.-Adam 83 thion 


J Dr. Howar BSS Y 

Dr, Jame Ee: ow 
Dr. 2. 3. Mle ¥ 

\ Dr. Cherles J 

¢ Ste te ConnanagA Ans -eEion, pire Aad SRreley, An. Legion 
Victor +f ? ' State Comnander V. F. F., a 

Commander ha an Sis L. '& 2 oWeor fe \ootes 
. Post No. 2 ‘ | Conmugder as 3586, V. F. ¥. 
— Farold °° ao mg0 Ne : Don C. : . 


“S Commander. er 109, Jack Verion. Miers / 
! wae 


d meanders qn ~7 
Liogel 5 Wands ford 
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It was ascerteined fron 
Hat hotel reservations had been made’at the Hotel Jteb 
Uteh for the Subject and his wife arid his secretary, 


for the night of Mey 2, 1945.7. Pal en ie ae ee <j ; 

{ . Throuch Se it was learned boo 
a - ad a a ee ee 

Ns ; that the Subject proposed ‘to conduct a press eonferernce at the Hotel Utah 


eat 9:15 A.M. on May 2, 1845, to whioh all! mombers of the »ress were in- 
vited. , 
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n attendance: the Subject and his wife; Yr 
& local attorney; the Subject's secretary, 
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Since the meeting was to be held in e public foyer of the Hotel 
Utah and it was possible for reporting agent to witness the press con- 
ference without being conspicuous to the participants therein, the report- 








eporter for one of the local newspaper organizat 


The Subject was heard to state by the writer that he was enroute 
to San Francisco, California as a representative of the party kmown 4s the 
America First Party and twenty-one other nationalist organizations; that he 
was to head ea staff of nine persons to cover the Peace Conference to be held 
at San Francisoo for the Amorica First Party and the other nationalist or- 
ganizations, and that he was to also make a report on the Conference of a 
confiaéntial character to twenty-three members of Congress, six of them 
United States senators. Fe stated that he represented the America First 
Party which had a committee in each of the forty-elght states and claimed . 
a following of anvroximately 112,000. He indicated that he and his follow- 
ing were not in favor of the present trend of the San Francisco Peace Con- 
ference and believes it is the forerunner of World War III, which will 
take place between Britain and Russia with both sides bargaining for the 
gid of the United States. - 

4 

The Sudjeot was heard to meke the | ee that both Britoin 
and Russia heve set ud a giguntic propegands machine for the purpose of 
provegeandizing the United States for the oursose of securing the aid of this 
sountry in any war whioh might occur betyeen them. He was also heard to 
make the statement that he believed NUEPMLONG would go down in history es 
one of the country's great men and that woild long be remembered.as an 
outstanding statesman and politician. In response to a question posed to 
him by the newsvaver reporter, Mr. SMITH stated that the foreign polioy of 
the United States should be one of rigid neutrality. He expressed himself 
as not being completely in favor of the present Conference's attitude on 
either foreign or domestic affairs. 


It may be noted that on Fay 2, 1945, JAY C. WERMAN, Special Agent 
in Cherge of the Sait Lake City Field Division, received « written invitp- 
tion to attend the meeting of GERALD L. K. SMITH at the Hotel Utah Roof 
Garden, which invitation was extended by JEFEMIAH STOKES, Attorney at Law, 
Suite 511-12, Seott Building, 168 South Main Street, Sait Lake City, Utah. 
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oof Gkaee. Hotel Utah, 
Thursday, Mey 3, 1945, 8: 15 PY... 


"The sveaker was introduced by JSRENIAH STOKES as the 
Honcrable GERALD L. K. SMITH | 


"Wr, STOKES, indies and gentlemen: I assure you that it is 
a privilege that cannot be defined or described in words to be able 
to enjoy this fellowship with you people this evening, and before 1. 
enter into my address. may I say this, I do not think there is any 
need of people having to sit back of posts; there are some good ssats . 
here in fronte Come out here where I oan see you. 





"As some of my best friends in Sait Lake know, we are on 
our way to San Frsncisco, where we will remsin until the end (if 
it does not lust more ‘then sia waeks longer) of the United Nations 
Conference. As the nationel direetor of the America First Party, 
which hopes and grays thet it will hever be a perty, I am spokesman, , 
together with « staff of nine others for 21 nationalist organizations 
4 in Americas ond wiil observe the ee at Son Francisco off- 
cially for these organizeatiors. shall also preoare at their request 
a confidential report for 23 cee of Congress, including six mem- 
bers of the United Stetes Sonate. Members of our staff and myself, 
a several of them being already in Sun Francisco, will report the 
proceedings for 81 journzls with the nationelistic viewpoint in the 
io. United States of America. 


| 


a 
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"J have been in correspondence With subscribers to the 
” magazine I edit for some time in Salt Lake. I was directed to Mr. 
STOKES, your chairman tonight, by a very excellent work he accom- 
Jans in the writing and sublication of a dynamic book. I have 
ead this book through, baen attracted to his mind and his oerson- 
es by the contents of that book. .Yestarday morning I met Mr. 
STOKES for the first time. I wrote Mr. STOKES and aaid, ‘It wili 
-be necessary for us to pass through Salt Lake in order to reach San 
Francisco, and I should like to stop off, pay you a visit, and invite 
ot, eight or ten of your friends to come over to our room at the hotel 
i end have a shat.’ 


\ “He countered with the proposal that 2 smal) room be ar- 
ranged here at the hotel and some interested citizens be invited in 
for a round-table discussion. Your vresence here is the sonsumation - 
of that sugzestion which Mr. STOKES made and to which I readily 
apreed. 











f 
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ole ee: "We addressed a. fares ‘agitate in tha. a ener the La- 
eee Salle Hotel a week ago Sundsy. Wo came on Tuesday nieht. and addressed 
see a vecked auditorium in St. Louis at the eity auditorium. In fact 800 
ree people stood and several hundred wero turned awey. We came on, and 
lest Monday night had the pleasure of addressing some 1,000 people in 
Denver, Colorado. Yur activities in reaent years have been confined 
a mainly “t0 the great industrial areas and the rural areas bounding 
t these industrial areas, resohing from St, Louis to Soston, to Minne- 
. Spolis down to Chicago, Detroit, Buffalo, Pittsburgh, Philadelphis; 
and because of the fact that many of your people sre mesting us for 
the first time I will take the liborty off dfecussing a few versonal 
deteils that might not otherwise come out in an address. 


"ar. HARRYDAVENPORT, one of the editors of Colliers! Weekly 
mavtizine, mede = reView of our activities last year. Of course the 
articie was not friondly, because it was prevered for a journal not 
friendly to our national activity and journal; but, even so, Mr. 

DAVEYPORT said thot his survey demonstrated that we hed at least $,000,- 
( 000 enrolled followers. The density of our following in the area I 
hava discussed--it may interest you to know that in our home state 
we have 112,000 follovers enrolled, 22 clerks and stenographers who 
confine themselves strictly to handling our mail amd sending out our 
) literature. The nationalist movement in Anaricda, althourch it has been 
sneered and versecutod by vropagandists who sre using the moncy we 
have given to foreign rations to 011 up & technicus to loot our vovublic 
treasury have attecntcc to brend those who lovs our country nost as 
treitors to their countr:. 

- “I kmow thet as a young mean growing up in the, home of a: 
minister=--I cone from four rensrations of gospel praachers--I nover 
thought that the time would come whon a plain old-fashioned middle- 
wosterr Christian would have to prove.that he wes not a traitor to 
his country because he folt that his own country should come first. 

I have sot avolozized for the words ‘Amerioa First.’ THEODORE 
ROOSEVELT said, a man who loves another cowtry as much as his own is 
on @ var with a man who lovos another woman as much as his own wife. 


“Someone asked me if we thought we vould ever slect 4 man 
President, and t said we already have, GEORGE WASHINGTON, concerning 
whom it was said he was first in pesoe, first in war, first in the 
( hearts of his countrymen--with friemishio for all nations but entancled 
alliances with none. You heard me say 1 few mimes aco I hoped the 
America First party would newer be consummated as a mechanism beyond 
an educations] movement. I howe that in tha days immedietely ahead 
“her oartics begir to ses the handwriting on the wall, hen censorship 
is lifod, when Yalta ie revealed end ths truth about Poarl Harbor 
comes out, and nationalian becomes a natural--I trust thet both the old 
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"pertics will embrece nationalism and kaariga ‘Firstiex ae A practical 
political pesture. (Avplause.) I believe that nationalism when truth 
begins to be revealed in Americe will ‘be a natural, so notural thet 
both political varties will opportunize er its philosophy snd ret 
votes. But if they 8211 out to tho forsign propagendist and continue 
to cooperate in a vrogram of looting the treasury snd finance every- 
body but Americans, then we will have the foundation for 4 ereat 
nationalist party thet will be unashamed to elect an Am2rican who puts 





fi - * his country first. STALIN puts his country firat, CHURCHILL puts his 
i 4 country first. Why havea't wS sense enouch to put Americ: first? 
- UG (Anplruse.) . | : , 


: 7 
"Now every oneo in a while--in fyet I never hold a mecting, 

excoot, of course, I sould have hold a little committee meoting out _ 

on the roof, when I 4m not picketed by the Reds. I think I am-slip- 

pine when I am not picketsad by the eae ae ‘somebody wante to bring 

: up ond auestion th: patriotism of G. S¥ITH, 


“While I am on thet subject, I do not want any syberpatriot 
heckling this meetine tonieht. My only son, ALD L. SMITH, Jr., 
is 2 buck private. Hc hed six yoars of military trainin-. All his 
classmates are cantains ana lisute-artsa, but you could rot imeeine his 
being much more ther 2 buck trivete; cmd he woluntcered for a suicide ~ 

\ engarement and served > ith whet hes been considered the tourhest out- 
fit of this var, sn Iw not colorine it. Every military man will 
say thet there has not been 2 toucher grouvs than Merrill's Marauders 
in Yurma, and out of his croup ovor 250 wero killed and most of the 
rest were casuritics. My son nas basr 2 casuslty twice. He was sur- 
roundod by the Japinese and did not heave a bite of food for 14 days, 
but recovered in the junrcle 2nd then became a casualty with wounds 
: and recovered in the junels, and then was brourht deck to a rest hos- 

, r : vital and retovored...after his outfit hed opened the Stillwell Road; 

a J and he is now in a clerical job in a big hospitel in Burma. Ho has a 

es Fresidential citation , .nd the ourple-heart, end the combat medels, 
snd was on 2 ship that was tornedoed. So as far as this wer is con- 
cerned and anybody g2ttine killed, the SMITES are doing 1s well cs 
anybody else. Someone said the SHITH' S won the last wir, or at least 
there were enourh SMITHS that it looked like it. I am not brarginge. 

“y bov fs no better then yours. But Kivill not have anyhody stand 

ud ind impugn the oetriotism of our Family, and I say this rogardless 

of who is to blame for 4 war, or who rot us into a war that could hrve 
becn avoided. Whon we are in it, there is only one way to end it, to 

Win it. And then if wo have any senses to learn some lessons, we s-ould 

learn on the basie of whet we have erverionced. | 


all 


"Some little personal details about the history of the Nation- 
alist movement. Whon Pearl Harbor canc, the politicians, buroaucrats, 
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new jenierax. seemenlate boat the érims and ‘thought they would make | 
it » diserace to say ‘America Pirst," and we were &11 supposed to 
crawl under the bed end not have anything to say in.defensé of America. 
If any ody said, ‘Americ: Firet' brand him as a traitor, roport hin — 
to the F.B.I., harrass him and denaunoe him as a seditionist! And, 
by the way, I think I ove it to tell you a very intoresting experience, 
which may bo of value to you, thit they, h-d th Isst few deys. The 
communists have developed a technique. You may ret some calls your- 
self, of people telovhoning good Americans and using coercive language 


and exploiting the term F.B.I. Someone may enll on you and say ho Ss 
represants it, or imply that he has tSlked to the F.B.I. Tht has been - 
a technique of coercion across the ee Stetes, in an attempt to | 
silence real Americans. For instance, in St, Louis, an outstanding 


voune student of seminary there sponaored my address before 200 young 
ministerial students. He was called in by an individual ~ot in sympa- 
thy with my philosophy «nd told, ‘You xre being investiented by the 
FP.B.I.' The yount man, instead of being e2erced, wont right down to 
the F.B.I. and found it in charge of a fine Christian gentleman, who 
assured him that he had been misinformed, and thit he had no desite 

to interfere with his civil righte and liberties as an American. 


"fell, 9 esroup of mothers of wofor us of this vu formed. — 
an organization in Philedolvhia called thd Suse Stir Motors of Americas 
They hnve a headquertcrs and a mectine plid&&. They have 2 lease on 
mn building, The word got out erronoously that.I was going to spoak 
there. I had spoken undor their auspices, but I was at the time in 
another rart of the country. ‘We understend that GERALD L. K. SMITH 
Is to speek with you, and bsoause sf conpleints that ws hewe received 
from the F. P.I., e will hevs to cancel your lease.’ Y photostatod 
th: letter which they sent to me, and wrote a lotter to J. SDGAR HOOVER «4 
Funber One Ven-in the F.B.I, JI said, ‘Dear Mr. Hoover;* (I kaow him ‘ 
versonally.) 'I am sure that this man has beon misinformed end thrt 
some radical ts posine ~s an acont of the F.B.I., and coorces Americens 
and denies them the right of free speech. I would like to have this 
investirated, -nd would eourseiate 5» roply to this isttcr.' 


.~ “then I landod iv Salt Lake City yesterday wornin-, my mail 
being forwarded from Detroit was hers, and among it, I received *« psr- 
eons] lotter from J. EDGAR HOOV'R., Ien't that interestinz? I immedi- 
ately had the letter photostated, in case I. should loss the orizinal, 
and I am toing to read a lebtor I rzeeived not least year, or six months 
azo, but yosterday morning, from kr, HOOVER, with his own originel 
sirnature on the letter: 


"Dear Kir, SMITH: I am in reesipt of your lottor dsted April 
18-19" (I sont him onc, the lotter, and the other, the photostat, be- 


~_ 
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"cnuso I did not have tine to get the photostat the first day.) ‘You 

may be assurad that the assumptions you set forth in your letter ere 

correct; thet. is, that no rexresent»tive of this Bureau hes at any 

tine atton-ted to coerce the managencnt of sny build ing to ore 
0 





your sneakinz. Nor have thoy engagod in any activitics desi to 
yy dory an Anerican citizcr his civil liborties, IT sporcoiato ur 
(4 ny brinzinge this matter to my pied ete that you will herve no quas- 
4 Mee tion concerning the policies of the F.5.1 Sinceroly your#, J. 
aighe ae Aros EDGAR HOOVER, Diroctor.' ; 


"Now, isn't that a fine letter? Give Mr. HOOVER a herd. 
(Applauso.} ’ 


"I do that in this comunity, where I know thit you people 
mizht bo coerced by 2 technicuc. Lot me say to you old-fashioned 
Christian Anscricans, the communists herve better technique; th*y are 
mvay ahsad of you. You have boen so busy vsyine taxcs snd kesping 
un your church ind your younm voople's sociatios and the Red Crogs 
end tht constructive intorcsts of your comnunitios thet you have not 

had timc to school yourselvcs ard skill yoursolves in the Jricrtal 
conspirrcies that arc or:cticod by those hoters of Christ and America; 
and I warn you 2s 1 comnittec tonivht, unless you wake up and learn 
the scioncs of thoes who opcratc arsinet our institutions, you cin 
‘well anticivate the day -vhon Christian Americans will not be permitted 
to nssemble as we assonbis hure tonin~ht. I an roine to make another 
oro phecy, thourh there arc those who will pooh-pooh what I am about 
to say. The day is close ct hand when all ths other frills thet con- 
stitute essentinl issues betwoon dcuoeraté and renublicins and the 
rest will disepocear and the line will be drawn and the issuc will be 
one issuc-<Christian Americaniss, or atheistic comnunisni Tht is the 
.f issuc that will cons miehty quickly. 


a 


"I discussed this question ir Detroit with » studont of »f- 
feirs th other day, wno said, should wc happen to heve « broak with 
STALIN, should the Corrmunist Party of Anerica turn a-iinst ths forcign 
nolicy of the United Stratos, the end of the virty line ‘sould be op- 
poscd to our prretices, wo could not turn ore wheel in the City of 
Detroit. The Communist Party hae so completcly block:d up the lerder- 
shiv and labor orginizations in our elty thit it would be imvossible 
for us to manufecture one eur, wheal, joop, truck, or ore sirrlicne, 
if they had any thounht that it would bo uscd agcinst Communist Russin. 
Z The day &6 closo at hand when #8 the penrlty of war, civilizcd hunanity 
can nover expect to bo rewarded with the kind of slaurhtor the ‘world 
has carriod on the last few y3ers, When the war closes snd 13 million 
men come bick and no johs$ Politicians will talk sbout 60 million jobs, 
but lat me remind you that whon I loft Lotroit tcn dys 8-0, we were 
lsyinz of fran two to fiva thousand mon 1 day, and the Federal envloy- 
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‘ment Coamrissioner seid he anticipated . zi) thousand uns™ployad in the 
City of Dotroit alon> --ithin sixty days or fifty days fron ro. If 
we herve 200 thousand unomploy:d by July 1 in the City of Dotroit, with 
13 million men in ths armed escrvices, what can we expest wher. thes3 
“on start returning? 

"The communists are slrosdy and set te blaze this eiturtion 
on our American way of life and gover~mert. The canur7ists hav> 80 

indcpendent Sater erate tht they have not vermitted 

business to set up a reserve or to wee risk cesite] on the extension 
of vrirate enterprisc, so that the minutc contrects -re caneclled-- 
And I was in Washineton ths other day, where wo oporatec a news sorvicc, 
and one of my informants told me he ia in an office ~whers there is 4 
stack of telegrams thet high, resdy to cancel wer oontrocts just ns 
soon as it is certainly known that the Gernans have capitulated. The 
Reds aro all set. They have fanatics dom the streat handins out cir- 
eulars against GERALD SMITH, or aryons olec that attacks cormunism in 
Ancries, ready to prove to the returnod servicomen that American private 
onterocriss has failed, and thet the only thing to Ssve America is com- 
munisn! Whet will Christianity do, or Christian Ansricens do? Till 
ws ptand with our hends to cur sido? sfrrid to moot with.GERALD SMITH 
ar any couravcous crustdor who is rot afreis to ery sheme on such 
cowsrdiec? God save Ancricn from such leedership. It ‘7111 not be tho 
communist who will lift th: red flav, but $t will be your cowardly, 
vellow indiffcreree to int you should d> as Amcricans. (Avpleusc.) 


"Now, I call your attention to the Pact that I kmow my cell- 
in? in this resnect. I em in the wantuard. I stood out whore ths 
mud flics, on ourpose. And I said to-sonme of the leadinzg rotionralists, 
'I -rill step out and we ‘ill sco if e mar can liv: cond orcach the real 
Christian Amsricanien.' As 2 result, I heve suffered all the techricues 
of character 28sessination. I have been smearad by the most expert 
smaar-nochinga in the world. I hevs beer brandod as 8 rabble rouscr, & 


- lunatic, rackotezr, cheat, traitor, Nazi, Facist--svery nonc, covery 


title that the snear-machine can “five ons who lovas Americs has boon 
eiven tome. Fut I a= still hero. Tha circulation of ny nerazine 
increases, My followinr now is nuibered beyond a million. over heve 
we been encoursgzed as w. are 2t thie vary tinc. You krov, there is 2 
wonderful thing About boing smetred. Take re. SMITH here, she has 
bern my wife 23 years, and she does ‘ot neod to worry wherc I spend 
my nichts; sho knows it would be on page onc the next mornine! So we 
3ave lived throurh that, 


"I want you t3 krnov here in thie little npotinesnot course I 


do not accent this msctin~ 1s a closed or seor:t masting--there sre ro 
scorcts, and wo heave none. I have no dasire to keep the Bible a secret, 
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n morican tradition ss ssoret, ‘altho 
lot of nonbsrs of tho United States Sennte and Coneress 


tenpted to keop the Constitution a soarct for the dst twelva yorrs. 


ie 


Rar + co ECanaetitution ay 
Wa Wai Ww wise Wh VMYV Sew =" am 


*T want to raport on some. of the nationalists thit you rss- 
oect. You will be hrvvy to know thit I spent helf « day just = fow 


‘ ~oeks neo in the homo ns tho guest of HA¥ILTOX FISH, who wae defeated 


beeruse he was onnosed by evary volitioal organization thet raised 
money, includine THOMAS 5, DEWEY, EARL BROWER, snd FRAFKLIY D. ROOSE- 
VELT; and they hed to abolish his sconcressione] district to dofart 


-him. They took 211 sf hig counties outsidos of one, «nd nut 4 whole 


sot of new counties where he didn't know enybody into his district. 
I do not want to reflect on the decorsod, but wo must adnit that our 


forner President was rather a smooth politician, and that was his home 
district! And he did not want ir FISH to rpvresert Rim anv more. 


shi Dw oat ww As aiw wv TU sil es & & 7 ie ww a wwe se a os +26 aw | ee eS . 


So he, in cooperation with others, abolishod Mr. FISH'S district, and 
Mr. FISH was retired tanz0rarily fron the United 8tatas Coneress, 
But he will eo back ths next tins thero 4s an eloction, (Appleusc.) 


Is has ~ot relaxed but is the seno--only moro so. I enid to hin, 'I 
had dinner with Chariss Lindbergh in Vetroit.' 


Me, Fish snid, tI had dinner with him threo weeks azo.' 


"Sev do2s hs fcol?' I said. 


oom 
‘ 


"Ho said, ‘H. fe-1ls the sanc wey as always, =xcopt more 60,' 
"You will b: -lad to kmow $hot. (Appleussc.) 


And you will be bawey to know thet I drooved in the othor 
aay and had en alyogg 211 day's visit with the sminert United Stat:s 
Senctor, BURTON recs. Althouch I am smearod, I enjoy tho friend- 
ship of those ercAt Amsrieans, We are counting or Mr. “SEELER to lexd 
the ficht aczinst the Breton Wood steal, Dunbarton Oaks, the Crimo of 
Crimes, 2nd the Fraud of *Frisco. -= I will como brick to thoss in # 
fo minutes and discuss thom frankly. 


_ FAs wo look aes d, may I say that no on; hes aver won 4 vic- 
tory by ecvhssizinz neretivencss. You ean be arninst this or thet and 
tho other thine, but somcons says, 'Whet are you for?! 


“I arm for Christianity and the Constitution. Can you think 


ine -nore than hat? And I oausc hore 4ugt a few moments to 


é¢ 
aso’ a <= ath wih wis Ty « & Wweuow isos ‘ye i +e 
pay ny tribute «nd givs you my definition of the Am: srican syston of 
Govornment. 
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"Ine hundrod fifty ysars or :tore ago, a little group of 
God-gzuided men asssmbled to preserve sonsthing that thus far the world 
nad naver known--the oresarvetion of freedom. They hed conc from the 
four corners of the aarth whers their aneestors and noighbors had been 
crushed in veonsge, crucified in ghottos, crowded into merciless ficlds 
of slavery, rogimonted by the Hohenzollorns, banished by tho Wars, and 
crucificd upon the cross of religious persecution. Finally they deter- 
mined that they would scek what thus far no race had ever known, free- 
don, and thoy sat out on the hirh sea. Thev said, ‘We would rether 
sink to the bottom of the sen sesking fresdom than to endure this 
erucifixien longcr.' They found their way in tho forcsts. Food ws 
not plentiful. They faced tho savagory of the Indians, the winter 
blasts. They canoe up the Miseissippi enduring the pastilence. But 
they dedicated themselves to a freedom which no ann had beer eble to 
cstimate prior to this tinc, freedom to worship God, to spark, to 
write, to print, freedoal Thev said this thing is ‘too’ good to sur- 
render. fe must not risk its loss. “a must not trust it evcr to 
ourselves to provide 1 onttern for its orcservation. So God losned 


tho-, ns you said, Kr. STOKGS, in writinc, for the consratiors unborn 


mes vrell as their om, thrt which vo row mow 18 the Constitution of 
the United Stetes, 


"Thay ssid, we must bal-nes it snd oheck it to the point 
fWhera no man or littlo -roun of seh will ever be ble to destroy this 
fresdom. They vorovidod the lecislative branch, the judicial, the | 
cxecutive. Thsy proviced 2 lower Houso in the lezislative branch, t2 
coms every tyro yours fr.ieh from tho veople, re2prssertires the current 
sentiment of the psovlz, where that sentirv-ent bs fickle om sound, 0 
thot at all tines ths exscutc, ths Senote. the judiciary, end tho 
students of national affeirs could look .t the lower House of Sonrr:ss 
and say, "Thera ig a vortrayal of ths sentiment of the people.” 

Thoy said, '%e will not deny any mon the right to rum for 
Contress on ary kind of platform, whether it be his own or rensonable 
or unreasorable. He ean say anything ha wants to the people, and 
they will clect. But wa will have an upper house, more consery tively 
choson, where no nossur3 can be hurried throuch hystzirically; so thet 
«© privilosre now known cs a filibuster wis provided. If necaossary, 

A man cin expose an attennt to bitray our traditions lonz cnouzh to 
cnlirhten our people and warn then, before it is permittsd to oss the 
So-ate. And thay said, ever thon it must be sirned by the Chjicf Execu-. 
tivce ; 


"But if a eroet hystories] aive svecps cross the n«tion and 
aneulfs the Lovcr and Uvoor House ard the Sanite, so that injustice 
is done to little and helplcas people--a Fogro in the South, a Jew in 
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"Menphis, or a section hend in. Illinois, ? he can Ac ssuateate to the 

third branch of Governmunt, tho Suproasnt Court, that ono or any one 
of the vrivilcecs eurranteed to-him under thie Constitution has boon 
taken away from him, evan thouch-the law which robbod him of that 
libery had passed the lover and upper Housos unanimously and beer 

siened by the President, if he ean danonstrate to the High Court that 
ho has lost one privileze unter this eee granite ther thet low will 
( ecare to bo a law. ; 





"Do you know where that vhilosophy csne fron? It eomo from 
just ore plice, Christianity, Christianity always taucht the hunsn 
race the metning of the dignity of the hunan soul, 2nd tho value of 
one human soul. So valuable, said our boloved Mastsr, is one human 
soul that ws must be "fillinz, if ncod be, to leave 99 othars and fo 
in s arch across the face of ths earth for ona thet is lost. Bo not 
deccivod; rosvocct for the dizrnity of the hyman soul, ths spirit of 
denoermcey, the dynaaics of our Republic, the zlory of our Constitu- 

ae tion, the permanoeney of our Angriocoan traditions, tie lirht of our 
“f Libort, finds its hoart in tho teachings of Christ. 


"Theat is why I shocked the netion. The preacher ean bounce 

nround in the vulpit and talk, but if you step out in the hishway and 
4 bywry and telk about Christ First in Amcries, ther wstth dynamite ex- 
: plodc. That is whet cot me into controversy wher I challcnred ty 
i three million followers ‘vith this sloesn, Christ First in Anerics. 
Over nicht Jewish journ ls branded mo as cn anti-Somite. May I say 
this to you, I think it ‘:ust be rccented that Ancrics is a Christian 
nation. At lerst, Amoric? bseene eract while * Christian nition, and 
Ancrics is doomee uwrless she ramiine * Christicr nition ond improves 
her Christian attributos 18 ° nation. (Appleusc.) 


“ey wee 


"Way I eny this, I will dis, if meod be, to provid« the rirht 
ard the liberty for a Jew to worship in his shrine, his evnr-oguc. Put 
may I say this, I eannot fail to belive thet Chriatizn ethics made 
Ancrica. If Christ hed been first'in Eurooc, thore would have b:en 
no chaos. If Christ hid bear first in Russie, thare would heve been 
no Cormmunisn. If Christ had bocn first in the world, there would hive 
been no wer, and our loving sons would have bsin t our side tonicht. 





(Applause, ) : ’ 

ye "That may sound ambiguous to some and nebulous to sane, but 

( I am not the first to voice such sentiments. They spranrc from the 
boscg of our first President, GEORGE 44Sc INGTON, who wrote pravers for 
his church; and from the heart of JEFFERSON and LINCOLN, ard the 
rost,. j 
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"Why end how ‘ould any men in thie beautiful oamunity, which 
has been God's roward to thoso who oioncerod herofioslly inthe fsoo of 
‘danecr ond in the heeard of wildorness and discase--how could anyone 
deny that the shortest course to metional abundance is to assort one 
sincere lew, “For God Almichty and His Eternal Personification on 
earth, Christ?” And I think, inasmuch ag I az not a Mormor, I ean read 
fron the Book of Mornor without bsing recused of bins.. I am roing to 
point out one sentoneo, if anyons tells you that GERALD SHITE was 
the first or one of the first (or whother first or not mado hinself 
obnoxious by) talking cbout Christier Nationalism. I will e721 
your attcntion to a varse on vive 874 of this p»rticular volume of 
the Book of Mormon. : 


“*Bohold this is a choice lend; and whatsoevcr ontion shall 
vorsess it shell be free from bondan, ‘frsoo fron mvtivity, free from 
ell other nations... if they will but servo the God of the land.' 
And does it say God in some gonercl, flattering way? If there is ary 
nan for whom I havo contomet, it 18 «= person who will st-nd up in a. 
political ascting and closs his orayor in God's nema--ashamed to use 
tho nance of Christ. (Applausea.) 


ot 


"And this is wioet itm "end survo the of the land 
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who is Jssus Christ, who nath bear “‘mnrifested by ths things which woe 
havo written.” -- So miybe all you Methodists can ecll me an isola- 
tionist, but I do not want any Mormons enxlliny me an isolationist. 
(Laughter. ) 


\- 


"So undor this systsm of chcoks snd balances, which guarain- 
tosd liberty and fresdom of specch, and frecdom of ths vrass, and free- 
don of assembly to the humbles of our land, persants became industrial 
eiants, ths sons of blacksniths in the 914 World teccns millioraires, 
the little bceanc proct, farm hends beercns bishops, 2nd thc sors of 
the lowly beernme tho rulors of ths Innd. Thoy drained the swnmos, 
opensd the deserts, cloczrud the forests, and turned this land, dedicated 
to Christ's nene, irto ~ land flowine with nilk and honcy. 


“tndor this systen thoy set up, if Contress voes heawtiro, we 

etill have the President ard the Court, «nd if the Court soes hayrire 

we will hove the President am the Consress, and if they zo haywire we 
still heave the Court. There was a time here--two or thres times in 

tho Inst two or threo vears-e-whon it looked ss if they had all cone 
haywire at the sane tine! “Ye hed violatod © tredition mide rich by 
“ASTIVGTON. and JEFFERSIX, by allowine ona min to serve -:ors thir two 
terms. Rectardlees of our polities, I think ono of the first lews thet 
should pss when TRUKAN cots thints str* -irhtoned out, is a law forbid- 
dine any Anerican to sorve ne Prasidont ore than eirht yaers, (Apploiuse) 
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"Is that becauss I was against ROOSEVELT? Wo, I would oppose more 
then cirht years for APRAT4: LINCOLN, THOMAS JEFFERSON, CALVIN COOLITGE, 
or anyon: else., Why? Seoause the nonent you pass tho sieht-ysar mark, 
your ale ren in tha Suprome Court berin to die aff and resign, and 
tho appointivs power of the Prosident and “hits House becones too 
eprcat, and a Suprem: Court is colorsd to satisfy the shilosphy sand 


Se. po.itical opinion of a President, and a Lower and Upper House of 
- { § Concress colorsd a corruption, and we have soon our. Congress & Puprer 
- stanv. 


"Will you forgive mo if I reosite one little parson.) ex- 
perience? My life hes rot beon exactly undranatic. TI erpw up with 
ths first outstandint stctosman in Amrioa in modern tings to be oonm- 
pletoly smeared, the late United States Senstor HEWEY LOKG, (Applause). 
I ms with hin when ho was killod. The man that shot him tricd to 
shoot two pzoplc, HEWEY LING and me; and fortunately or unfortuncte- 
ly, sone people would say urfortunatoly, ho only zot on-.- And it ws 
my honor to dalivror the funorel orcetion ovsr his erarc, whi ch, incie 
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dentally, was the larecst public fumeral cver to be held in the United 

States, in case some of vou balisve the newso.pcr. WILLIAM HOTARD 

TAFT said. "He was the: creetest lorsl min?’ to appear beforo a6 while ~ 

Chief Justice of th: Supren: Court of the United States.' If you want 

{to know why he wis scared, cvory importent editor south of the Krson- 

Tixon Lino was on the pvryroll of tho Unit-:d §totes Goverrment, ond the 
' publishers and sditors of 23 papers had bic fat jobs on the payroll 

of the United Stetss Govurrnint, for which they did not hve to do 

a thine. One of thon was on the acroncuticr.] commission’ kr. LONG 

was the first sustandine political leader in the South to break with 

2. Denoecrat in aishineton bectuse of New Deal tendencies. Somoone said 

he was an opportunist. I wes in the room when Mr. LONG was offered 


tyventy thousand Jobe if ho would stick to the azchins and stay with 
Er, ROOSEVELT. 


BS es Fd ee 


yo 


"Shcother you liko as or not, I have been in this against 
the Now Deal mechine from its inception. I went across South Caroline 
end the South attemoting to enlighten some of the blind lenders of 
tne Solid South, and I was successful in doing so. In facet, nany 
of the opvonents of the Now Deal fron the South started their ace 
tion in those days. For instanoo, wo want int» South Carolin. Yne 
_. Governor hid just beon elected, a young mill hind, elected on % popular 
, wave to elect 4 poor nill hand. But he was not as poor or humble as 
they ndvertised, or ss ragged 1s thegyote getters said. But he was 
~ 2 good, clean young follov, Gov. OWENWJOHNSON, now in the United States 
Senz.tc. I said to him, #Governor JO WNe-', this was bick in the hey- * 
dey of the rubber gtaceare: 'why do you reanin 2 os of the Solid 
In 
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"3152 a head out of the Goverment bocause Ponsisylvante wis doubtful, 
and South Caroline mly rot #31 a head?* 


“Es said, ‘That do you think is the epuse of that!' 


"I said, 'The ast ungodly propran of corruption. the world 
has over kmowme-TAMMANY comss to Anericn, all ovor Ancrics.! | 


“He snid, a do you think wo can corrcet it?! 


"I said, 'I am interastod in domonstrating to you whnt a 
crooked, set of thioves mo herve in power in ee 


"He aaid, *How?' 

"And I-seid, 'By showing you sinply how simple it would be 
for you to increaso your appropriations from the United States Govern- 
ment. * 


"He sain, tHow could you do thet?" » 4 


*T said, 'It would be intcresting to B-o whit would happen 
if you would entortein Mr. LONS two hours in vaur offico....I think 
they will offer you the world by the tail, for feor ae nicht lose 
South Cerolinn to HEYEY L°NG.' 

* % 

"Ys said, "YG11l you arrange it?! 

"And I set ‘I will, as . lsboratory tcost, to prove whit 
thos9 rascals aro doin:.’ —7 14 ; 

ee only esbout thot tins, you renonber, ER nO COPKINS 
had boen out on Long Islond and intorWewed ie ee columnist 
for the Hew York Timcs, who quoted hin as sayince#/' ie propose to stay 
in vowsr this way~~spond , rind spend, end spdnd; tax, and tax; ind 
eleat, and gloct.' He was right in overy partioular excent the last 
one, and he should have said, "Elect, and 3lset, and elect, and clect,’ 
but thet wis beck in the middle thirtios. 


"I arranged for Mr, LOM to visit the Governor of South 
Carolina. We wart thore tozsthor. The press was not nllowed. It was 
very nysterieus, They talked about fishing ond hunting for two hours! 
Kobody kmaw what was going on, He came out end took the trsin for 
Washinzton, I said, ‘No aro making % laboratory tcst to prove somo- 
thine.' Mobody lot tho eat out, It was botwecn us throa. Thirty _ 
deys lator I dropned in and -skod ne Governor whit had happened. He 


nd 17 ee _ 
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"said, ‘It hos neant $50,000,000 to us already. They want to bridze 
all the rivers, build a nsw post office in every town. The Prosident’s 
mother has been in Washineton to a earden party, and Eleanor has been 
here twice, and HARRY HOPKINS calls me uv every days’ (Avplause.) 

: { 





"Ladies and rentlemen, that is the way they got the Coneress. 


"I am sorry to say that they did such a good job on Mr. 
the 


TUPNS5* treat vy still have him, and that is why he went to the United 


USI is Ue Sy Svids SALI sedi g BU Sseey a2 weep saw wild 
States Senete. Then they nut all his relatives on the pay roll--his 
mother-in-law, sister-in-law, brother-in-law. He cannot vote strairht 
when he hes those relatives on the pay roll, They don't havs to call 
a Conereseman up. The White House rang only hes to call up the rela- 
tives snd say, tIf you cannot handle that Coneressmen uncle, brother- 
in-law, son-in-law, of yours, we will fire you.' Imarine 23 relatives 
: about to be reroved from the vay roll! And with that systen, ladies 
and ventlemen, if it were not so travic it wuld be humorous. They 


f have robbed us of our Coneress, cheated the electorate, committed 
rN “y ’ treeson, used the nublic treesury to corrupt the Coneress to ksep a 
ae . man in office four terms, and t> rubber stamp any attemot of the 


Sunreme Court of the Tnited States. The only toeason the Supreme Court 


ever rakes a mood decision now is that they re so jerlous of each 
other thet they iscsus ohets siete aninianes suat > Jemonstrate that 


ssue obstinate opinions ju demonstr 
they d> not like the other fellow. I havnvan to know two of tuem who 

do not snerk to exch other at all. But it wes cot supposed to be that 
way. Thev were 211 intended to be New Dealers, to approve any bill 

by the political michine. But God revches in when men cannot always 

do so, snd the veople hove been vcrotected from time to time by Congres- 
sional decision, by Court decisions, end by the rise of a vublic senti- 
ment here and there which hes tempered this attempt at tyranny over 

wer cus our 260ple. Under this system we became the erectest nation on 

— earth. 


—- 


- 


"I heard ROOSEVELT talk in New York when they were trying 
to nut in 110 departments. He said, "Ye have streamlined airnlenes, 
and why rot a streamlined Government?! 


"I said, 'We do not want a stroamlined one; HITLER ang STALIN 
and the Emperor of Japen hove a streamlined government. They can zet 
# mod at you et 6 ofclock in the morning and heve your head off right 
re after breakfast. But under our system.we have 1 legislative upper 
al house, lower house, Suprome Court, ami everything down to a County Court. 
Yow, if STALIN rets mad et you, your head can eome off in 15 minutes, 
hut by the tine the President of the. tmited States wets down to the 
cheriff and gets to you, he may be mad vhen ho starts, but by thet time 
he vill either be eosoled off or wo will have 2 now oresident. (Applause. ) 
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"Do not let anybody steal your county Secale on account 
of svving taxes, or to streamline something. I always want e sheriff 
who hed to look me in the faca on his way to the verber shop every 
d-y end ask for my vote every four years. If you ean get a man behind 


es. el. Se eon Lew elm ust —_ eagtoa 
= desk who etn mtkse a rule without ~anssar Lig before the electorate 


end rivine an account of his deeds, we will hive a fyrenny 


"Now I will discuss for the eek fot minutes wht I consider 
to be the three most vortinert issues, the-three grest oroblems all 
rood Americans must facer First, the problem of tyrannicel -bureau- 
creer; second, the threat of Amsricen Communists in America; third, 
vou must feces the consviracy of the suver atrte. Oh, someone says, 
whet do you mean by that, those thres RbEOnE Es Bureaucracy, Communi- — 
sts and super-stcte? , 


"The tide is bevinnine to turn, em I do not want anybody 
nere to think I .m indul-ing in any wundignifiad rejoicing over the 
passing of =» Fresident. In frot, if I wanted to consult my om mind, 

T could have desired thet enyone ‘sho hed led us into this bureaucracy 
oould hava lived another twonty vears to witness witn bis own eyes 
what might have been done ‘with thet Durastucracy, Mo on: here objects 
to retioninz or oconomy necossary to feed our soldiers or moet our 
military nceds, but oc do not like tohave it abused by bure aucratic 
parents, Ics listenine on the radio to “LEANUR ROJSEVELT and Seore- 


tery WICKARD, who said, "Yo will hive to tighten our belts, zo without 


meat, go without ooffo>, and everything elsc.' And sure enourh, it 
came, “Ye sav the mill he més of th: etecl mills of Pittsburgh oarrying 
jolly rolls insted of becf sandvichcs ints the frctory. A few drys 
lster oan entervrising reporter in Chiosto want out to the old WICKARD 


home, ind the old men was out there, CLAUDE'S f«thar, sn old-fxshioned 


Yoosior, who hed not leerned to lie yet. 


a 
ae 65 t a ee ee ee rt 


Mae . a2 woe eer ae ~~ a 
"tare you Er. WICKARD, senigr?! the nowspscor renortsr said. 


7 "Fy nodded, oni the resorter enid, ‘Is rationing botherinrr 
you?’ ° 


, "tWot 2 bit; we wears looking for it.* (His boy was the 
midwife thet wes there when it was born.) 


“tare you all set?! 


"And ho siid, ‘Just geome and eso.t And hey went out to 
the deco freezer there, ant I figured uo lnter that accordine to what 
the newsveper rsvorted, which hag not_baen deniod, they had 1s much 
pork and beof 25 my st-np book will allow my fomi ly for soven yearse= 
BOO lbs of butter, 900 lbs of ik and somcthing from 9-to-1800 lbs. 
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"of fresh pork, becf, and vwoal. 


said, * 


Ha. said, 
of OME ete and to Sund-y nichts before that the Secretary of A-riculture 


2 will heve to 7o without, tighten our bslts, 
“thin Piet: 


"Ladies and esntismon, why do they hate GERALD Suir? 





"a gust sont CLACDE 50 lbs. 


and f> hungry 


I may 


rot snevk the truth thet will be roosived in vopulsrity in this ver- 
ticular hour, but it is like the grein of corn which 1s planted; it 
They hatc me becrusa I d2red say thit TICKARD 


will be 


should be in th ponitentisry at Atlanta. 


sr2sn tomorrory,. 


vopularity emone potiticisns in vowor. 


the 


haves to 7. without mest, butter, lard, and milk. 
got nerricd. 
Lswsaencr in ths 


“BARRY AOPULIES 
Anoriesn karezin. 
yvoar was out. 





a) 


“Ore 


eoing 


That is not 2 way to gain 


“as onid $2,800 to write an erticle for the 
all us how hunery wo 
And he said, 


fo get before 


"se will all be drafted, ouwr sons and 
daugp ters and w2 will hive to work wherev r they send us, *nd we will 


About tht gs ho 


(I ehousht Howie rendy to dia.) And the larges 


nround theffhite 
to EAPNE VS 
“Mand he said, 
sid eee 


revortc4d 


72500 worth of chimpa-ne, 


th2sc6 
Cariton Hots 1, 
seven kirds of 
cormnoisseur of 


facts, 


Hous: at nicht, 


City of Weshineton rcvortcd that ticy were sitting 


and Mrs. HOPKINS (the nes on<) 52 


(s!RUCE, *You heven't rivon us * oarty yet.! 


‘I will rniss that any tine you sv.’ 


vashinetor Tix~zs-dcrald, 


“eshineton, D. C. newsoiper 
thet BARNEY arrangcd the party down at the 


and ssrveod verfums at $40 an ounec to every indy there, 


rant, 22 kinds of food 
chanpign- 


end che iwigns, 


I am rot 3 


but thy sev it wes the best champagn: made 
this century; sven ths French do not hows any lsfte-8ITLEe'S eanc drank 
it 711 up; but BaRUCE hed oe of it, 


am they scid they served 
2 kinds of food, 7 kinds of meit--at « 


cost 


of syncthineg like »110 4 piste, in hoor of ths min -no only * few dsys 
b:fore hod written in 1 aaeizine thet wo must 25 BUNDY. and starve. 


by the 


Por 


WGEre 
sidc. 


thee 


" 


he 


grace of God we do 


exocet en AL CAPONE and his mang to livs like tht, but 
“ot hav2 to be governed by mer like that. 


"You wondor wart 


southdrn sid 
He wes reised in the Baptist Church in Chicoto, 


T think of TRUMAN. 
dcmncd until he hes ho4 . chanec to purforn, 

-nees havs besn indced inspiring. Hs 
kickid@ HARRY HOPKINS owt cmd kicked BARUCS in the teeth, 
ine somc old-fsshioncd Missourinns on jobs, 
"Sicsouri, suit 
on ths 


~ 


weet Se ee Tee Saree 


Wo mon should be 


con- 


end uo to now his per- 


Fis homes 
mc, ond I liks ell thes: tobacco-chewine rebels that 


> is reducing the budzet, has 


end is .ppoint- 
town, Indcpsndence, 


2, even thouch my folks fourht on the northern 


and if that docs 
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"not mike = common man, I do not eee doos, if wo can Koep hin 
from beine kidn-ped by the most unconsoionable gang of thi-vos tho 
world hrs cver known, he will ake us.9 erst president. 





oe “Wo saw tha tyronny of buroauerscy raech out. It did not 
have its hand on our throct, but it wes right behin? our collar button. 
A fw vioeks o¢o whun the manpowr bill wis defeated, wo hid 2 narrow 
egerpe. They told us it wis an emergoney war moasuro. Then JIMMY 
ONES rcsizned end let ths eat gut of tho baz. It was a plan of 
‘porce-tims mobilinction. If they did mot lik: you, they could dony 
workors to your frotory, closs you uv, snd furnish your ~3n to the 
veopls they liked. They could heve tekon your drughter at of your 
hone and sent hor to Birminehan, or disorg°nized your oomaurity and 
sentterod your citizens to ths four quarters of ths earth under this 
plan of univors2l conscription which they, hed advertiscd 126 manppwer 
wu moasurs. But it ws a vlan for pe cetim: mobildzation, ond Senator 
JONSON, wh hed written the bill, roso up end repudiated it amd declared 
thet he wis the vietim of - suver confidence gxme originated in the 
oo Whit. House, and the bill wes doferteds 





( ~ "Kreeal down snd thank your God thit Aare is not ‘the 
a President of the United States. (Appleusc.) 


4 "I will speck anothor two minutes on burocucrsecy, to sive 
you 1 little idex. I hove 1 friond, po stor of 9 frent church in Pontine, 
Michieon, tnd the r-ts sot hold of tha ration bord ind would not give 
hia vas to c1ll on his sick. And the hord of the ration boord ssid, 
a ae ‘We do not need the church; it is not fundtnont.l to the wor effort, 
and the quicker >. but you proaciers out of business tht better it 
will he for Ancricen.' ‘Yo anw those sizns of tyranny creeping uo 211 
over the Unitod St-tes of Amcsrion, and found littls peanut-headod 
. burzaucrats all over the United Stites tekinge joy in ercekine the whip 
ew in 2 sort of sadistic sle2 °s they used the wospon in their hands to 
G@celare thoir cuthority over you cnd me. 


"They would not let ths missionsrias haves snourh gasolinc, 
or the vrsachers, but the othar day Lord HALIFAX wis cntertained by 
the Governor of Sklahoma in 1 esyote chase, and thoy brought out 
200 dogs 2nd $00 automobiles'and chartered 11 airplencs with radios 
to t211 th. veople on the rround where tho ooyoto wis. Eleven air- 
plienes, 300 cars, and 200 dogs to chnes or) poor little ssyote for 
Lord HALIFAX. And we will look *. praacher inthe face im say, "Ve 
( cannot Ict you have rasolin.-to go out 20 miles to preach in 2 country 
church whers the people cannot come to town. ~ 


"Thon the thrent of Communism. It oiins my soul to heer, 


as 








‘ 
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"\Tt ie not bad, 'Thors aren't manys' Do you know how mony Communists 
took over Russi-? Sevehtcen thousand. How many aro thers todsy? — 
Thore arc 180 million paopls =nd only # million members of the orrty. 
They sre the glite, They dat tho mart, <nd the poopi> nre held on 
rations. They drink 42 teste. and tho poople are uy, to pet any. 

If you heventt read W. T'S book on Russis, detter‘ect it. He 

is tho son of the old-tite libers) oditor und sego of Endorin, WILLIAM 
ALLEN “HITE, : 


"H> enms bick from Rugssir and said, ‘Thcre is no unomploynont 
in Russia--nor in ths Strte Penitentiary of Kansas, cither.' And he. 
said, "Their food is not euite as good, end they do not have ouite 15 
much liberty »s tho inmetce of tho Kansas State Penitontiary. If ar 
innats of the vonitentirry insists that thcy sumht to hive . new wirden, 
hs eannot got it, but *t Je-st he dogs not cet his hord chopped off 
as aif ho insisted on ° rew warden in Russia.’ And he wont shed to 
t<1l us the truc conditior in this lend thit hrs bcen pointod out to 
us 2s en Utopir. fut WELLS seid, *It is - bumch of sorcwb"1ls...nest~ 
ine in a smokine room....! (inrud,) _ 


"T hold hor. in my hend © bound volume of 1 magazine, the 
best of its kind in Ameriot, Ths roxson I know is I ™ the editor; 
ond it is the best, beerusc it is the only on, of thet kinds TI carried 
{ . smnecch by HENRY WALLACE in ths Madison Squ«rc Gardcr lnst fall cele- 
bratine the annivorstry of the Russian Rovolution, when 15,000,000 
Christians. were slnuchtercd, ind hers is whet Mr. ALLACE snid. ‘Thora 
hune the red flav, the bigesst flare in thc placc. There chosred the 
rod Communists 22,000 stron:,* in Madison Sauere Gerden. As WALLACE 
snid, ‘If Russic contirnu's 20 ycrrs ee she hrs the past 20, she 
will surpass the United Statcs of Am:rics.' Well, I will ssy if he 
thinks RUSSIA is bettar thin the United States, le t us buy hin 2 free 
ticket for Russia. 


"T wish I could eo on 2nd discuss the full éetail of the threat 
of Commurism in Amerien. They tre organized ind we will find they 
src in every corner. Thoy are in the pulpits snd in tac schools. 
Just think, hcre comos an lien rat that has nover done anything to 
vrove thet he is 1 worthy American, and writes 1 libslous book of 
chrrictor assassination ealled "Undercover". Somebody did it. In 
your State Univorsity somobody invited this men, «2 stranger, to come 
in here and deliver 2 lecture thet you are all traitors to your country. 
Somoonc ~sked mo ycateresy whit I thounht of it, «md I said, "It is 9 
wonderful book, beeruso it lifts ronevades, mon likc HENRY FOOD, JOHN- 
SOW of Cslifornts, WIEELER of Montanc, GERALD P. NYE, "on like ROBERT 
RYWOLDS, the Rev. a P, REILLY, pastor of the Jareost Baptist Church 
ir ths northern oart of the United St-tos of Amoric, 2nd. lov-down r°ts 
like MeXNICHT end you snd GERALD L. XK. SMITH". 


“. 22. 
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- "One man exid to this f-ker in Spdenstes ee think you 
are - better Amoriean than Mr. FENRY FORD?" het man, who can hardly 
handle the true rhstoric of Amorion, seid, 'Yos, I think I am 2 batter 
Ancrican pba thet an, \-- the man thet had rnised that City, Detroit. 





"Som: poor nouvenu nut in your university wis foolish enough 
to invite that ~1stsr mind to svook in your university, to rum down 1nd 
axcovinte your Christiin neighbors... Wake up! Are wo voine to vernit 
this, these cliens to come in hare «nd underout the rcvutrtion of our 
peopl: ? May I enlichten you tht every libol suit thet h-s cone to a 
he+d has besr sottled in fevor of the plaintiff against him? And I 
have 27 affidavit of 2 aan who hoard CARLSON say, "I do not ceive 2 
oe what is in the book, a million will buy it .t 62.50 2 copy.* And 

ne’ Jows wars sos for thet, and he oleyed then for suckers beertuse 
a their hysterical forr. 


bm i 5 


"A torrific racket is soing on over this country, in ordor 
to eolloact money frou the Jovws. They only have to vorove thet someone - 
in Selt Leke is crowing up thet will cut thoir throats, ond ‘your quote 
4s $500.' They are boire invssti ated, and when ths Departncnt of Jus- 
tice reverls its. rcnort, it will be one of the most senertional in 
the history of our country. 


a 


"Yes, I ricormnizo tho stritczic ncesssity of cooperctin~ 
with o militery lly, snd I newr said ons word that would advise - 
enyon2 thet it was impreeticrl] to seccnt militrry -id in tine of wir 
from anyone who would-hely us. But I did throw out this chrllongo, 
even thouch ve bo ths wer clliss of Soviot Russix, I will not be bull- 
dozcd by nny wiro-whiskercd bolshovist in Detroit, Boltimorc, or 

Washineton, or ary volves elso. .Lot mc renind you thet it is only a 
mattsr of doys when the red flee will fly over two-thirds of f Europe. 
I will coms brick to that whon I discuss the Cri-c of Critoen 
"The third roal issue we have to fnee is the threst of 1 
suncr stite. Ths plan is to g:t us into 2 world rovernmmernt; thot is 
whet thay wontcd to rceowlish at | Dunbarton Onks. They 
bold a moetinge in the Waldorf Astoris Hotel, and showed . world fine. 
Trey charged $5 a vlate, tm they ecid, "We should havo ~ erent suner 
ae Btate, a ersat rorld covr-rimont,' thet would conp-ise ths sovergienty 
of our nation, end they rdovted > world flare. If anybody nicht be sus- 
picisus thet this wes recta up 25 42 strow-nan proposition, I bought this 
pecs flar and acvernl othsrs lik> &t on. comm -reinl basis fron the Adan : 
Flae Comoany--'The Unitcd Nations Flarte-and my I say to you tonight, 
af you wondor wh-t I stend for, thrt cs long as there is-pulso in ry 
heart and svoirit in -y soul and life in ny body, J shall not rive ry 
- consent to any flere thet shall fly hirhor then the stars ond stripcs. 
(AppI-use. ) 
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as sass siye. *#hot is tho difference botweor 1 nationalist 
and an intarnationrlist?! Vsty well, in words, the nationnlist wnts 
t> kzen his Govurnment in Woshincton, and the internationalist wonts 
to set “ae un son? plaice. outside the United Statos of Ancrion. — 


"Tatch the suvsrstrte. Thatch tho technique of thos: who 
seule lik: to popularize the words Unitod Nations in claco of Tnitad 
States, 2nd set * conrcrass or world varlianent, where the Chinamen and 
Russians will have 2 vote. and avaryb dy in South Ancrics md in the 
United States 2 wotc. Ir fnot, Crison anid ithe British could have six, 
the Russiens threo, «nd tho United States one. Do you kno why they 
have to keep one Ameriecsn on the Borurd? Teo havo syncons to write 
ths chocks. (Lauchter.) . 


"Now you wonder whet makes 2 nationilist tick. ‘het -9kes 
an dmericsan Firster? Anan who has beon kicked and smoarcd. ‘hy do 
I fecl sure of myself end know I am right ind krow thot the nstionsaligts 
who win the victories in ths dsys inmmcdiatoly anead? I will tell you 
“hy. Thors ars certrin potentialities that cannot be escaved. I will 
sive you one, The Deprrt-snt of Justice has revasled thit among the 
proper ndists rocister:d lest yesr in ths Goverrnent, th: s7.nts of 
forsicon nttions spent om propiganda here 125 aillion dollers, most of 
it by the British and Russizns. Do you know “hot for they cro spond- 
inz 2st of this uoniy? To condition ug t> sido with then (ths Russians) 
aeeinst Grent Britein Istcor ons; end tha British to side with thsm against 
Russia later on! I fevor raturnir~ to the traditionnl policy of 
Ancoricin noutrality ta the ond thet wo mot have anothor blood spilling 
to save Britcin from Russic, Russin frou Britrin or snybody eles. Let 
us s.vy fmcries first] (Applius:.) ; 


“Yell, you know nationilists sre made on 2 wholesale besis 
when they start to nike then. Th: chief cditor of the New York Tiros, 
rage hes 2 staff of 200 nen in Burdve~-snd 211 under this ons a°:n who 

2y friend--ermc bee!’ for 2-furlouzh lest f.ll and visited ms in 
. hono, =mdi he said, ‘GERALD, if you wore in Snglarnd, 1 think they 
would all. join you. "Do you thin thoy have not rs lished the fect that 
tho British chargcd us 3 million dollars rornt to ride across the chennel 
to Cic al 


~ 
. + e 


"I picked uv 1 sovernment report tod-y, end wo arc vayine 
ths 4ustrelians when we 7> in .m save the islands and turn then back, 
$3 to ,8 4 tres for «very palm w shoot dom. “ee furnish th®. blood. 
Don't you think that is enouvh? No womlor s2acong hes callee us Unele 
Sep s. That moves us Ansrica Firsters 3n 8 wholes.l: brisis. 


or 
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| "I live in Detroit. We ernnot got nest. The only vey you 
enn rot ° chickcn is om the bl«ck merkect, at sl-e pound! But I ean 
wolk into + Canndian restcurtnt om’ the waitress will-ssy, "Whrt do 
you want--sirljin, T-bonc, pork chops, wo7] stesk, pheeeant, chicken, 
breast of qusil? The Cranedians charge Britain for 11 the mest they 
e2t in Canced x; wo donztc surs. Don't you think if enybody would donate 
meet, it would bs ons: of their doninions? Tha feet still ryn-ins 
thet not ono soldier hes bcon conscrivted in Australia, or South Africa, 
or in Indie. Thay tricd to conscript 12,000 in Canrda, but 8,000 rot 
swive Iam not discountin~ the hcroiea of the Carnwdirn soldiors, but 
they do nat believo fn coracrivtine nen t> £9 across the watcr, nl- 
thourth they have volunteered and died as horoically ss any soldiers 
in this wr m the miny bettle fields of this wr. ; 





Senrtor RECKER of Nsbrosk« roturnod from South Anerie: nd 


f. reported wo hed soont in "boon dorelinz™ in South Amsrics six billion 
( Gollers, to buy tho frivndship of South Americtn republics. Tat 
ae would pay 2 eash bonus of 71,000 - hard for tho first six nillion boys 


mustered out of tho servicce-Errzilitn, Chilean, Czecchosliwkion, Italian, 
Gernon, Franch, British, Norvetien, or Swedce-b:fors thosc boys who 

4 have be2n msimed cnd wounded in tho winnins of this mir. Thet is what 
Issan whoa I sey, "Anoric. First!" (Avoleuss.) 


“And hor2 is * neat little thine. The othsr day I picked 
up thet ths British arc rw enllinzt 2n our nombirs of Convress to vote 
to undervrite the complete pcecetiro budret of the British Gov rnment, 
includine the budtcr of the Parlismats; beccuss they think thsy will go 
dom and if ws are to keoo thon up, w tre to oty 2111 the bills. - Ths 


\_ ra tiny his come for us to st«nd on eunrd. May I sey this, laties and 
ed, svor.tlenen, Mr. ‘TRUMAN docs not know whet hipvoned iv Crimean. Neither 


do I, or snybody. The only an who know whet hevperned in this country, 
beyond * few soercts thit lorked out, was the Prssiternt of the United 
States, Leé@iogs wd eontlonen, I heve no fesirc to bo cisrosnectful 
with ths dead, or in any coirse wry with - men who I hive fouvht politi- 
enlly for the last twelvo years, but no Christien or Amcoricin can en- 
dorse th. deals =ode at Yerktc. Ome of thom wes th: Polish. dc2l. Russir 
sut up 1. puppet cowerment about es if they hed sot un EakL BROWDER 
4 in charg. of tho Unitcd Stites rovernm-cnt. And here is 1 nent li 
© thint. Thres hundrsd thousind young Polos volunteered) to fight / xr 
thc .llies. Throso 200,000 swors thir 2llezinnee to the Londo 
moverrncnt in exil>, but mow under the Lublin -overnment thos¢ 
treitors ond will be thrown into concentration onms if they roturn, 
brewus: they swore xlleriancse to the ones they reestnizod. 






"Thos: whosc revorts esnnot be doubted, inform me thet 1 deal 
wes madc to tyrn over into tho sphcore of Russicn influcnee, Denmark, 
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be ght Bt EE Mae 
"Sweden, Normy, eased! ee ena ee ‘dnd rotuas € etitien Gore 
mars to huvan slevery. Latias ani oe ore: ‘wi2lions of- 
proply in Germmy no sore t3 blens for: LER than’] -an ‘tg blanco for 
HARRY HOPFINS, Let us casunc thet everybody in‘ Carmany above 14 or — 
3vch IP ycors of ara is ecuilty, arg we ¢5 reduce thosc who sre yot | 
t2 come to maturity, t> slavory under 3. eoverrsgnt, that will not por- 
mit Amsrienn newse per non t3 find out what is heposnine in Russia, 
Bulzaric, end the rost. Tho.ronson Mr. RIOSEVELT'S death wie heetonod, 
elthouth he had bcen sick Par over © yeay, wis tho fact thet he hat to 
renlize thet he lost in th; oonfercnoe of Crizes. Just think, ladiss 
and sontlenen, of hevinz to apporse STALIN with 8 ailiion hursn sieves eas 
2nd son? 800,000 Italinns into slavery, and divido ther millions emong 
the cllies sccordinr to their ne:da.. And th: syetsa that the Gormn 
elnv, is to work undcr is that he ehn]] work for = thousand dollars 4 
lee but he shell not be osid but his pay will e> to the reparations 
maittes. in Moseow, while ho continues t> work in Russin as a slave. 
Indios and rentionen, 1t will not sive tho aassscrod Jews of ipakag 
t> bring 8 million nore inrocents under human slavery. And I say to 
you thet if Americ: over *eracs at Sen Francisco t> roducc any human 
beinz, bliek, white, Gorasn, or It-lian, Fronehain, or Anslishz2n, 
Russian or Anericin, t> huncn slavory--if Ameries fininees or under- 
vrrites thet with her blood sn? money, God will curs. Amoriceay God will 
take our blessines from us. ; » Re 





"Now thoy eae brick with Broton Woods. They loet their first 
onz.~e cnt there. They ors supoosod to be abls to buy up these dels- 
potes fron 45. states, the way thoy beuctht up South Cerolina, with the 
old .New Deol monoy, but Convrcss refused t> rush it throuch. It hrs 
Slowed down end hrs not vassed; snd nvxv the interrationnl money hondlers 
ere attending the San Francise> Confercnes without bsine able to raise 
antss and say to Mcxics, "You rot only 200 million? We osr rise thet.! 
Or if Porarusy cots stubborn, ‘Mr. ROOSEVELT promiscs 6 to 12 billion 
dollars.... donation to Russia if sh. would hcolv us in the Orient.' 
STALIN knows hs could 72 with or aradnst Japon, he could have withdrem 
from the Europesr wer or continued it, end he held 9 whivo hor? over 
dur poople. ard °s he novos dut across Europ: now, ct the end of 
this wer, and hes - fifth colum organized in 4m:riocs, someone said, 
‘Oh, v-s, but wo must have 9 pe206 oreanizxtion.' Cen wo honor the © 
Prines af Pence in * eonfercnee Where the on3 wh> cursss tho Princo of 
Psaco dominates? The first thine they dic et San Franciscp”_4as eerse 
thet nobody should -be pernittsed to pray. Can wo hive Vf ANCL We 
rofuss to orsy for ths Prince of Poros, or share our sovercirnty with 
a nan wa? holds 16 million Christians in concentrti wn onmps? 






"D> you romonbor when BERLINE, 2 youne -1n * tho Russian 
Embassy, rosirned 2 fow ae are) and om ote an trticle for the Readers' 


wget te 
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SU 14-66 ~ f.5%° Pz ee ele age 
; Direst, in which hs 2aid 716 Million teil’ ondure 4 living aerth im 
oe the concentration carps of Ruseia.* re ee : 

"There wis Dunbarton. Onkes t all teil you oy axnahtaries 
with thet. They called the oonfercneu, efd brourht in the British 
ond Russians to lny down « plin for whit thoy hoped to adopt in San 
Frencist2; nd evorybody was in favor 2f secrecy iid did not want the 
press in. I ws -sittin~ im church and seying, wher thay "rere to ~cat 
on Monday, why doesn't sone te. protest this hocrocy? 


"There is nothine more un-Ansricin then wast diplomacy. 
I hate to say it, but Mr. RODSEVELT nd CHER SILL met in 1041 out on 
the Atlantie Ocean and the O.W.J. reprx used tht charter and sont it 
asu¢ to ths nowsprpors ond librarics and nublications, The most shock- 
ire thinz in history wis when kr. ROOSEVELT rsturncd from South Car2lins 
ana vary bl«asoly sala. 'Thora never was an Atientie Charter,' And 
it he2 dson nhotostated with a es of eiencturca out thers! . 

© 


(3 | Sserst ciplomieyh  —- 

: "and I said, ‘May doesn't somsonc protest the socrccy of 

Dunbarton Ocks?! A lig€lo voles said to 1, "Thy dontt you do thit?' 

: 4 Ye fot on the tre 4A wont to nshintton «nd went to the Willard 

Hotel, ond calla CORDELLAAULL, ind hie scorctcry inswerod, ‘tir. HULL 

is sie ena tircd oAd hee thié conferanee on, but we will arrange for 
iy. BRECKENRIDGE Chis -seistart, to sac Wr. SMITH.' Mr. LONG called 
et 5 2lelock and saic, "I would likc you to write your statensnt cut.’ 
And I wrote « vrotest ascinst scerocy. I delivored it in osrson to 
Mr. LONG at Mr. YULL'S Office. dne the next storming I cot up, and Mrs. 
SMITH said, "What have you got an your nind now?! 








Le te 


"I seid, 71 am coing ait tx Dunbarton Oeks.t I enlled up 
members of ay start, end * revresentative of the United Prass und Ae~ 
socinted Press, ote., ind teld them whet I wes going to do. Ne wont 
out toecther. We went dut to the aristocratic old estate, nna the dele- 
cations were thoro end surroundad by the United States Arny. 


af 
“—~ah 
~ 


"Tl wilked uo to a younr private ecléier and started to walk 





on and be throuch the genta. Ha stonped mo, srid, ‘You eannot pothrourh 
~ithout a oisa,' © . . E . 
"I seid, "Well, I heve ® soseage for Mr. SPET are 


haa it wri ten. out... Att we would dike to know what. wes voine on. 


S gaia he could pot tks it, + You have to fils it with the» 
Strte Dewartmont,.! «+ The cud lty flee when no man wursusthe - 
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ey suid JT an hs Sri ea opens art 
British ond Russian eoldiers se Colng tx {a thera. *— oe 
ane oan 
"A little fellow, ‘an aetute. de rioek’ ‘pe, “Pend eB,’. ea eeavy 
suil<d, ani I said, Are you. co ng in and wall eee tikes this ia fo oe 
. ier. STETINIUST® And he tack ie ime RE ee eo 3 


ae . BP ae ad te ae meh aie 
‘ 6 eam ot) ae 7 # “ ee *e wa 
Tze & P cary aio . 2 


“Then the Serge-nt_ cand /oub and z wad *s ‘tha ea. co 
an Mir. SMITH an Amuricen oitizen.-.Thie is ay wifo. © Those ‘re Caer: 
scretives of "thy. three groet prose secnelea of. America. te sould Like 
t> know what the Russi-ns md Be 3G ian are. Aine to thera. 3 yo 


- Pie ee, 3 ae 
pe ay care AS gee 








Ate zs 
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"Poople call thine like thet orasy ‘but you ‘now the | ‘Sexson 
Too Party wis crazy t99.- (Lauchter), Tf wa had bad ane thousend zat 
thers insteri of ono, or fiftoon, or fifty, it might hove boon aera 
But folks would say, "They BA EMe paren irate ry. seat 





“Up steppod tho Seb nehue “nw! “ghey “turnct tio ower to the 
4 lisutenant and to the wz jor. “Ant I etid to the m-jor, "Suppose I would 
run for the door-=' And he sid, "We would biva t. shoot yous! And, _ 
I said, ‘My wife? & thoac boys wh? ropresont. the pross ~- the syes” 
and oars of 120 ~tllisn 903913 % Ha paid, *%e would heve t9 shoot—-. 
hin.’ And I saw the -jor was roing to rel ints the trap, and I seid; 
'Suppose 2 mamber of the. United States raaoeer were t> run “oanst you, 


what ‘vould you do?! ae ee ee 


ae 


lM 


"And ho “said, "I would ha vo t> ah>ot hi-, to5.t 


= Bp Te he sh, syarmapevenssmece ES . 


"And then I turned t> the neues ond seid, 'Thore is the para- 
ernpvh for history thet I haw ‘written for you this morning) Let it 
bs said at this awful hour (I “44 not orets then), that we h-ve sunk 
59 low that « military officer hes bson ordered by our Exsoutive De-~ 
pirtnent to shoot a Unitod_Stetes Senator if he dares walk into . secret 
conference whore they are discussins 3 teks which Soca the United | 
Strteas Sonate is authorized to nonfirnl! . eee oe 


Wolfie ae ists br ‘ 
Byrne 2 ot epee s ee Ms 
4 


aA 


if "You wonder hy Lamin fat tan int ‘Mati onal 
fi why young 29n are organizing thonsélves ints ~roups, * 
: ; of myself, why I sveak with dbildnese. What do you think of people with 
a tradition like ours endorsing # @rogran to bring foreigners to our 

F shores and surround them with scorecy, to #hs0t dowm people who inquire 
as to the secrets boing Siecusscd. Tint was the peroo they decided 


an «nd hoped to approw in San Froncises. Wo wonder STALIN seid, "I 


Sf ghee pi: SOR SF 0 
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huncry, but T ao 2%, Like ‘want ep 
lordad up two ship Toads of aléo. garg 
comissiondr said, ‘Wo gnanst agcept’ onrger tte yiwe: £9. Hewe battery”: 
they wnloaded. 18 at ae “. eae “ahips, Ee fatter whe " eT 
i oie ae a 3 aS ae “oe yee 
"T we in ‘Chior. the othe fe Tou 
meet, or pork, , But I. ploked up an pffteial rae: 
now $00 million pounds 3f porkvard Tile teotea fo ‘fost thd Russians. bi de 
fpr tho Russiangt, STALIN pubs ans * wt; CHURCHILL pute Britain 
‘first, Let us ‘pure Arad gen ried. Wot Bagruse Wes cra erecty ar a 
sulfish, but tn the spirit fe of  Phelatinna, how Bible soyes 3 "es me 
careth nat for Rig ‘own ue gorse than «=: gnfddaLst wee ee? a : 


ng : “ ia fe lt Z 
Rae . PB Le Medes S ge BEE ee - otek 


"mst wil} we 3° abow: on arora ‘pir wolves ait ehlichten . 
ournsizhbors, and wabilize overything that te good, the etars onl stripes, 
the Constitution, Chrietion othics ind. eiviliertion, and wm eee : 

4 rout, rationak Lah aaviheen! mt al 77 ‘Sroeres. af peat ce Cor . 
a .* r a eas ad ‘a 
“Wy oon 18 over. ‘hoes. Lao oe “wank hin tp ‘be the toot ae 
an international poldee f>rea to put dawn 4 rebellion in Indin, or t> 
keap Chine. in line for ths Troerinliste, ag. t>_satisty. the whir of © om 
power minda,. ist us not dsleghte pogyor to my super stats, or a dele- 
= cate in a world org*riisrtion {> maintain mm- orcenisstion where ‘the 
blood of our eong oxmmot be iek ae the ywote of i'd elestod a SM eneae Eee 
tives in Concross. re eae aug pa Oe aaa re fee re ans 


Ba ead * fe . am ae aes Wiasg, 


t in 
oh + <, 


my ‘gould Ko a, hak z mt oiae “to dé ecuss thier ‘ten big whunete 
have yot to qome oat. © ‘mystory af Muamshrw. -- Why how they 
been afrrid €> hear SA Bars Rhy syoro “3,009 ee oor boys shot like 
Pish in 9 barre}? | Sst sbout svry. thing We exw days bef ore tho at~ 
trck at Ponrl: he deadd > eR oe: by # gM ea | , : 

, Niet of ye é 

| {dus ‘at. the young ‘soae Sheek 4 in 

eer Aiplovat,: father wes 


‘at; 
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the Enbasay in London, ‘vent fbr’ 
a diplomat, end Bis mother ae 
boy grew up a prodigy. It wis 
sent to Russia int. raised a Mit 
Russia to Lomion. there $8 not 
ten minutes. Men have been: ee f 
melodramatic, - T an #oiline you £ 
Hationaliam w wholesale tesis<~ 
the people: will Sagin So ‘pear 
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Sot fe teat Twill way the next. 
“"dged Liam not trying to be 
‘thing that will mke 

+ pP censopahip ia lifted, 
cei a code Louad and his 
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messages exchanged between duit’ Pree iant. dod. CHL CHILE tn 1559 
with me and we cas ‘rule thi world WEEE Ge Tete wer ane 3 
I will triumph." Then they “plobted Sves 97 ing sire a 

sapse rere even Drofaties as wee young beri, & Virginia 
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be a patriot, wag shocked’s reel! a nebo by docrecy;, bub 
also that he was hearing teiribin” prod teted te ret 6 passport © 
to return home. They ‘would re} dermit ithe’ BO retyra howe. He went 


to whan he thouekt was his best friehd 4m tha British Parlianent, and - 
told him what he vas hearinr. 8% recorded a. Cipy and tock bo his apert- 
ment over 3,000 cablegrans detwhen Mes. “ROOBRVELE and CHURCHILL, és 
they planned the oconing was two “yo 7 year and 4 half before.: Be 
told the full story to Cavtain whe ro@e (thia is no seoret-— 

it is on the Perliamentary record of Gisat Britain, ‘and only censory~* 
ship kept it from Amari a in Parlienent. ‘Ag he walked off the = > 
Parliament floor, he was séized ly the british Secret Service without 
trial, and throw in prison, where he laneukshed three an half years, 
and was only released a short while Ago.’ lmnediately PY Twas 
fired. As he walked down the stons of the Jmerican Enbasgy,\he wae 
seized by the British police and sentenced in e secres trial to be 


banished to the Isle of “icht, where he Yeneulshes tonight. One of 


'the ost eninent Aner! oan journalists wrote that story, and I asked 


him when it would core out, ind he sehaa) "GERALD, z dare not do it; 
it might cost me oy lifes! ; . 


ae oo 


as § said, tare you willing tp eee ial & copy os thet atory?! 


"I got on the train with it and ne ke Washineton, and saw 
Mrs, KENT, the aother of TYLEP KEM@.:: fmt I said, 'I am groine to pub- 
lish this story-<-but rot until you, ‘the mother, gay. se. She signed 
her naner- "minor corrections; insienificant detafl.’ She took it to. 
the journalist in Beltinore wham I had named fn this ‘story , and said, 
'T will give you ¢5,000 out of wy humble loge cy, if you will go to 
Encland and. confirm what we have already heard.’ He got there and 
‘vent to London, sam4 through aoouaintaices got out to the Isle of 
Wirht and saw this age A end confirasd Seti dus mgd I told you a 





"And when ‘he: coturned. “hed a Hees, to 
see him, and they went to his hon” lend, and shook as he spoke, 
and he said, ‘I will not testify. wwniess I- oan be guaranteed complete 
protection by the Secret Servtoe Department of the United States of | — 
America.’ dnd thit actu} secret is is the, eal of that boy. 


id 


"1¢ that bey wae ‘gutlty, he" should ‘agt' have been tried in 
a secret court: in a eae ed tried, at hone: fa ‘an Open court as an 


2 ba oak 


a ’ 






eS Ber raat a 


te es a aR cao 
lonaieding: reas re ny eee 





( 


—— 


We 


after? 


aoe 


Le seme og tae ea 





. eta i ” is ‘ . 
7 1 2 % 2 1% ‘3 a - 4 whe os 7 
. * : 7 ee 3. . ; Pee on eine ‘I hy as . 
st a se a . : oo % PA CAE sae ac 7 es ., 2 ee ‘ ae . 
: a be age Ge Suaeyo, Sok iis Gane Te is toe es 
: a od . em ore fe é e 4 i . * 





‘ 


"American citizen in the United States of Anerioa. That story will 
some day be told. — ces ee ee a. eee 
"& grandson of WILLIA¥Y JEN INGS BRYAK only 1 fow nonthe - 
aco returned from London, wd it {e-no secret in England but is bar- 
ossip; it is not knom to you bedeuse of consorship.. Put young 
VTRQWEN came across the ocean in 8 viane, he said, and be was talk~ 
int rather glibly, ‘It is the scandal of a century.’ “hon he returned 
to America, only > few hours later he disd systeriously in « New York 
anartnent. This is fact; all that can be established by the mouth of 
2 genial lad who went to CORDELL BULL and released this statenent to 
the press. And only one paver was unafraid to orint it, and it was 
orinted in tho first edition smd removed in the second. Another paver 
did orint two stories confirming much of the detsils thet I hava eiven 
you tonight. a - + 





"The se are the crest secrets thet shall be exposed when the 
curtain is lifted. | 


"Those ara the things that will m-ke Nationalists on 4 
wholesale bisis and make those men that have been branded as traitors, 
pitriots in the history of your comunity, Hr. STOKES. These are the 
things. that only ,courngoous men oan sveck. These 2ra the things refer- 
red to when the nost oatriotic of our American history said, 'Eternel 
vieilance is the price of liberty.' JI have given cverytiine. T 


“have suffered the assassination of character; I have been smeared, 


stepped on, cursed by the most highly oxid charieter assassins in 
fmorica, s : 

"TY addressed 2 =ceting in‘Buffalo, New York, just as self- 
resvectine ss this one, with orayer, salutine of tho flac, 2 high 
tribute to ‘norican tradition. Imagine the shock of ny fanily and 
soldier son hen we teard the charactor assassin, peaeicias ltrs 
sa’ last Sunday nicht, 'GERiLD L. SMITH jumped on an Ancriden flag and 
snit on it.'! No recourse, no opportunity for reply. My spokesman in © 
Puffalo propared an affidavit signed by oe of the leading vrotestents 
‘and the leadine Catholic, and leading citizens who sat on Ys. platform 
and knew it was fabrication. But my son and sy nite nya we as I 


was lashed with something ten times worse than 8 cat mno-~tales. 


"Do you think wa oan always be crushed under this tyranry, 
without reaction! Out of the soul 2nd hearts of Christian men and 
women thers is a rosounding reaction on the sido of Amorics, that under 
God we.shall purge this nation of these reds 2nd oriental conspirators 
who desien against our traditions. And we will be truo to tho Consti- 
tution end lift high the stars and stripes. (Applause.) 
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i and 4 Ci ssading you fone 
it.' A few weeks later we rot a coreg ted i 
to contain $00,000 stitches, hand-mate’> this. sexak wierah ig cing 3 

in ths mourteings (Applause.) Some pa paychologi st, “atudeht of Le + 
"  msychology, will say, ‘That is the only trick, aoring the flees? ro 
: | want to know if there is anything I oay hetter than the flag. - 
a5 That neans the Bible, thet means the “Constitution, private onterorise, 
where vlow boys beoome industrial magnates and fara hands become = 
Prosident of the ‘Unitod States. That nesna‘a situation where the op~ 
portunity of all nen beqoms. the opportunity of. nec os evant 
land of the free. and the mene: of the. Lage ies Sea Tap 








pee 


. "iow, I sould: walk Be of here and consider ‘that I have. 
done somethine, but then we would not h=ve accomp Lis hed anythine, 
preotioally, I'd like to come in snj speak like s ori-a dona, and 
walk out and speak to nobody. pregtically, snd go to « showor...I want: 
to send you this magazine for six months or a year, and send you our 
monthly letter, which kesvs you in touch with our program across 
ths nation. May I aay thie, this meeting. is not money raising, but | 
if you do in those snvelsmes wnt to help, eta. etc. Everyone who -. 

] nuts in €2 or nore will vet the Mmgazine,” Everyone whe puts ina | 
dollar or more will, eet the magatine ate pane ena you mai> all eet 
the TYLER BREW] story, -=-° Pe fae ey ; 
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"How many of you would ‘Ldke to havi ne stop off on ay way 
back from San Francisco and give you ay impression? vase” 
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- 
- oi - int 


i (Probably a hundred aes n ‘pt asny stopped to shake 
5 hends, pick up literature at Aoor, ete.) oe : 
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x SABOTAGE: THE: 
"DOU? BE. sig tiged 
«GIVE fae 
“BY sens vt 
NOTORIOSE AMERICA comin, rrseten” le : 

Pe ‘Appeasement, Satie at iotinted peace’, : ox. 
all-out gampaign against. the Lond léase Biki' und agsinst | cate ee 
national defense; the: breeding vt. aoreation “and distrust (is 
of our lgadarsh se hose, use the corusr erage -7to9e4.2 > which. ters 
GERALD be Ms Bi $ ek Sees a : reg te 

( : y aS 

One covy of thy aiveuiare ‘ks ‘belay rp valved td the S115 > Ade bag 

Salt Lake City Fieia ‘Division. Phat Moers were & Ange’, aaa 
one hundred persons Ty a¢tendancé gt the pect ag OF GERALD LE A Tae 
held in the Fotel: Wah Oo VS) Xe. She Sub fect | a 
newspaper notiges, an itea, jhtpeey! "0 : 
2, 1945 quoting Mr. SMITH sé BE yes pore 
in the Salt Lake City tribuad’ May fig LOU ; 
was quoted as bi 7 Saket See . 
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- . “The Talted States mst sontiq tional * 
pokicies set by GORGE WASHIECTON—beiag Irie ae 

to other nations» mt, avoiding ‘any entangling: ... 4: a 
* aliiances--if peace ia to ba maintained after: O'S 
this war, GERALD L, E.S\IT, dirgctot of thes 0” 
America Firat Party, said tednesday im Seit Lake ot 
ee p TAS ate ewe Boe a oT 
“the visitor, who is %6 eddress @ group af invited 
guests Thursday night at Hotel Uta; aaid he be- 
- |ieves the San Francisco conference either will: 
: thiow up’ or ezd in yetification of an innocuous 
Acctieent oe ek ee a ree 
i a Pana rt sania Haare hos eo tg : 
mur. SMITH {8 on his way to San-Francisco, where 
he plcns to observe proceedings of the United 
Nations Conference." |). oe ee ee R 
. . . oy ate of = ‘ 
; The day following Wye address made by Mr. SMITH, May 4, 1945, 
small notice appeared in thaySalt Lake City Tribune’ which is quoted 
as follows: .- oo scairenmemnamunas cies aainie ManGIae a 
"GERALD L. K. SHITH, head of the America First 
Party, addressed about 1C0 carsons for ‘two hours 
Trursday night in the Roof Garden of the Hotel 
Utah, explaining objectives of the party. 
"He said it is not the aim of the group to eatablish © 
a politicel party to run candidates in elections. 
“our hove and belief’, be said, ‘is that nationalism 
will become so populer that both major parties will 
adopt it as a matter of politioal axpedioncy.' 
"fe danounced the Yalta tgreements and Bretton Woods 
plan and aaid when ali, the facts. are known nation- : 
alist converts will be mide on @ large scale. 
; three most vital issues facing the country, Sa 
asserted, ere bureaucratic tyranny, the c =m 
of the Amarigan eommyist party. ind the super state." 

It may be noted that the "Salt Lake City 7 am” and the’ 
ueaseret News", aleo published at Seit Lake Zity, each carried an item 
bout the speech made by GERALD L. Ee SMITE, together with “information 

relative to the picketera and a picture of the individuals pioketing in f 
front of the Yotel Uteh iemediately prior to the time for tha speech. 
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\ F , Since there is no further investigation in this Field Division, 
this case is considered referred upon comp}stion to the office of origin. : 
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Asuistant Attorney Oenereal Tom C. Clark dune 2, 1945 


Sdn Bdgar Hoover, Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 


OSR.ALD L. K. SMITH, wae; - 103875 
ALERICA FIRST PARTY ¥ | 
INTERNAL SECURITY-Q3 SECURITY MATTER; SEDITION 


For your further information in the captioned matter, there are 
@closed herewith copies of the following investigetive reports: 
' x ' 


pik 

Report of Special Agent 
Angeles, California, 
p Beport of Special Azent 
= Louis, Missouri, May 
1.) Report of Special Agent 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
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Subject Smith's activities at the San Francisco Conference are 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Subject spoke at the Eng Baptist Tabernacle, Englewood, 
Colorado, under auspices oi <hristian Youth for America on | 
4/30/45. Throushout speech NAvespoused "America first", 
claiming this country is givinp all of its riches to foreimers 
instead of returning veterans ard attacking the "Crime of Crimea," 
the secret deals made at Yalta to take away our sovereignty, 
the rationing program, Commmism, Dumbarton Oaks Conference, 
and the San Francisco Conference. Subject read his comments on 
President TRUMAN, which were of a mild nature, and indicated he 
was reserving Judgment on the President. Subject announced 
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REFERENCES ¢ Bureau File #62~43818, 
letters from Detroit PD, 4/3/45 anal 






DETAILS t - AT DENVER AT DENVER, COLQRADO_ 


everend HARVEY HOw. SPRINGER, pastor of the 
ap eae Baptist Tabernacle, Englewo lor'ado ,» after his 
usual religious service, introduced GERALD L. K. SHITH to his 
audience as "my friend, GERALD." SHT in a few short remarks, 
advised that he was on his way to the¥{nited Nations Conference 
a at San Francisco, which he termed the atest Anti-Christ ._. 
«> Conference the world has ever held, and that he would talk at 
length in the Englewood Baptist Tabernacle on the following - 
G: i Le 


evening, April 30, 1945, at which time he would reveal malls 
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In his few short remarks, he stated that it is tim for Christians to get 
together and fight these anti-Christ tendencies; that the Communists wuld ° 
try to break up the meeting on April 30, 1945; that at San Francisco a 
super-state was being formed with a flag that would displace our American 
flags; that he has organized the Christian Nationalist Party and SPRINGER 
would run for high office under its auspices. Petitions were available to 
those in attendance for signature to combat the so-called "Gestapo" bill. 


+ Concerning Subject's meeting at the Englewood Baptist Tabernacle 
on the evening of April 30, 1945, at which ti "Christ or the 
Super-State," information was received from 
to the effect that there were aoproximately Oop t ; 
the jabernacle being cnly moderately full. It might be noted that this 






b70 


.meeting received no prior publicity in Denver, Colorado, except that sent 


out by Reverend SPRINGER to those on his mailing list to ‘Whom he also sent 
cards of admissione 


A transcript of the complete proceedings of the meeting at the Tp 
Englewood Baotist Tabernacle on the evening of April 30, 1945, was obtained 
from the original of which is beinz furnished to the Bureau, a summary 
being set out hereinafter. 





Following the usual religious, musical numbers, xanpkor 
opened the meeting by stating that Subject was appearing under auspices c 
of the Christian Youth for America, which has its headquarters in Englewood a 
and which was organized for the purpose of combating + ric 

Lemocraey. Several members of the National Council of hristian Youth 

for America were sitting on the platform. GOFF, after sary complimentary — 
remarks concerning Subject, introduced Reverend. SPRINGER, wao made a typical 
introduction for Subject. 


Subject in his early remarks stated: 


"Occasionally, in fact, frequently, in order to keep the Commmists 
and other form of lice, vermin and rats from eee. our pmee es we 
. give out shy aveti ons, ee o” : te 
‘He later stated that he was Sdteacetiins twenty-one nationalism 

croups in forty-eight states. Subsequently, he stated: 


"They are trying to push this deal over at San Francisco. They want 
to push it over, to take our money to finance France, the British 
Erpire, Pussia, and spend the money before the boys can set back from 
the battle front. I say we should not make one deal until the boys 
that won the war are home and have scmething to say asovt the deal 
that coes with ite 
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"I want to say, isn't it better that we got a new President. Now 
I am not going to speak extemporaneously concerning our new President. 
I am going to read my statement concerning our new Presidente . . « « 
I am going to give you some of the beat common sense you have ever 
seen since you were born before this meeting is overe. 


"Luring the lifetime of Franklin D. Roosevelt twee: one of his chief. 
political foes. Part of that was that in the Last speech he made 

x before the largest crowd he ever addressed in Chicago, he attacked me. 
T= I rememser how Mrs. Smith and I felt the morning we picked up the 





maneninae nanaw Bean blliin T1 RDanaearwanl + enaltdad de the Attaeneasce GCanannsl 


a eee MOTNING papere FPGNKIIN be NMOUSCVELL Called afi UNE ALLOTNeCY venerar 
ed and ordered him to send Gerald L. K. Smith to prison. But there is | 
e = no bitterness in my heart. I don't want to be classed with those who” 
; would speak an undignified word concerning the dead. Franklin-D. . 

= Roosevelt died with the secrets of the world upon his heart, Some - 
of those secrets were known by Harry Hopkins, some by Samcel Rosenman 
who wrote his speeches, some by Joseph Stalin, Winston Churehili, 
dorestic and national politicans, 


tGarry Truman was not in the confidence of the President He knew 


Sd, Bete & Ade el arwrw in Dik Le FE 


very little of what was zoing on uncer the roof of the White House or 
in secret conferences of the Big Three, the Big Four or the Big Fivee 
i. Truman was not ir. Roosevelt's choice for Vice President. He was 
forcec into the picture by a set of western Democrats who were 
determined that Wallace should not be the next President of the United 
States. Every leading politician in America knew that Roosevelt's health 
was bad. Even during the Democratic Convention tne pictures taken of 
him looked ghastly and even ghostly. I attended the Democratic 
Convention in Chicago. ky staff and I lived in the hotel there most 
of the individuals in high command stay. I watched this man work as I 
was sitting in the bleachers. This is the spirit that Truman hated 
just as Much as kr. Thomas Dewey, Bricker, and others who were opposed 
to the new deal. Northem conservatives and southern conservatives 


ee a Dm me oe oe 


were for iruman. Jewish leaders were for Wallace. 


What I am about to say is not an anti-Semitic statenent, Sats an 
observation of truth. Jewish leaders and communists were all-for 
Henry Wallace,- oes Ni = & Re 


"The Vice President wou ecome the next mecieay of the United States. 
Truman knew thate Hen allace knew it. Sidn illman knew it. The 


new dealers worked more “oitterly than in the gen lection to defeat 
Dewey. ™n act, I think the nationalists would prefer Dewey to Trumane 
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"The whole accumulation of a one-man rule sini their eceie 


have been pushed into the lap of the little common man from Lissouri. 
Only God in Heaven can save this man from the clutches of the most 
ruthless, highly financed set of aide ita ae conspirators. the world 
has ever knowne oe 

“He says ke wants to carry out the Roosevelt statis This may not be 
serious if he permits the Senate te stand on its own feet. The 
Canzerous element in the Roosevelt method is not so much in the 
personal opinions of Roosevelt, but in constant and determined effort 
to force his cpinions upon Conzress and upon the courts, thus weakening 
our system of government, and limited efforts to carry out the will 
of the people. I believe that Harry Truman wants to obey the will, 


_ of the people and’to do the things that you wants (Applause. ) 


It becomes, therefore, the responsibility of the eupla like you and 
me to helo make our new President realize that we represent the great 
cross-section of American people and are opposed, among other things, 
to the following:~-Someone says, vou are always talking avout what you 
are avainst, you would think I would tell you what we are for. We 

are for Christianity. Can you improve on that? Among other things 
we are acainst the following: 


1. An international bank. 
2. <A plan for a super state, Bien as the Rumer ven vale Conferences 


I an going to tell you about Dumbarton Oaks, tell you aout my visit 
there. if you see me forgetting it, hold up a finger, 


3. A world police forces | 
4. Secret deals and secret covenants, 


Those are some of the things we are opposed toe 


"lr. Harry Truman should be right. He was raised right. He has a . 
background of common everyday Americanism. You ought to give this a 
hand. (Applause «) Harry Truman is a Baptist. Now, you people know 
there are several kinds of Baptists, however, Now, he was put over at ~ 
Chicago, and he belongs to the Baptist Church. If that does not make 
him a common man, nothing will. He would be called by some a hilly . 
billy, poor, humble and stwws all of the signs of wanting God's help 
in this critical hour. One thing I like, when he went to church the 
first Sunday, they asked him where he was going to church, and he 
said, 'It is none of your business.! That is not supposed to be 
publicized. | : 
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"You know he was raised in Independence, Missouri. Independence, © 
Kissouri is noted for two things, It is the home tow of Harry 
. Truman and it is the home tow of Jesse James. Wow, Grandma ‘truman 
_ lives there. All Harry needs to do to please m is to follow. 
*. Truman. There are too many in Washington who are still following 
Jesse James. (Applause.) 








"Now, here is the real problem with Harry Truman, and the people who 
look and feel and act and react like Harry Truman's family save him 
from being accompanied politically by a set of rascals and high 
pressure artists, and what is foing on in Washington will make the 
Teapot Dome look Like a cold cup of coffee. 
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"They caught a doctor the other day who had got rriorities ane money 
to make bandages which were used for criminal purposes, and cleaned 

up half a million dollars. You realize that himcreds of factories 

are running today, manufacturing stuff we don't need. Just as avick as 
it goes out of the factory, it zoes onto the survlus auction block 

and they are buying it at 10 cents on the dollar, and selling it to 

the government for 100 cents on the dollar. ~ 
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“According to military law, if a bor falls asleep on a fruit train 
while he is guarding that train, he is shot. What about a doctor 
that takes the blood of 13,000,000 and runs it through a wringer? 
Those are the men I want to see named, I want to see their names of 
page 1 of every daily newspaper in tha United States of Americas 7 





att Gyandna Truman 's spirdt controls Harry, I am for bin: but if he 
Geserts the old home place like the prodigal son, then I am azainst 
hime But I say God bless Harry Truman. (Applause. ) God bless and 
save Harry Truman that he may direct the affairs of America in the 
ssa | spirit of Independence, Missouri, Grandma Truman, and his old-time 
- & Faptist show-me neighbors from Missourie 


"This is my statement on the new President of the United States, I 

“ believe it isgery white mn's duty, every citizen's duty, vnether 
white, black, red or yellow, in America to give Harry Truman a chancee 
I am not going to criticize ovr new President until he has had a chance 
to perform. You can give that a hand if you want to. (Applause.) 


*In behalf of eizhty-one daily newspapers and weekly and monthly 
Deriodicals, I am going to observe this, together with nine other 
members of my staff. We will observe this conference scientifically 

and carefully. In behalf of tventy-one nitionalim groups J have been 
askea to prepare as a national leader a confidential report of what 

I trink of this conference for tiienty-three members of the United States 
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Congress committees of the United States Senate, sixteen members of 
the Lower House. One thing I want to remind you of--seventeen members 

'. of the Lower House—when this treaty comes hack to be endorsed by our — 

* Senate it will take sixty-four men to approve the plan that Stalin has 
got for use A tally taken by the Associated Press reveals that 
sixty-four members of the United States Senate were ready to vote for 
the plan. Dumbarton Oaks, Yes, they have got to have sixty-foure 
You say have we got any chance. I say to you we only have to change 
one man out of those sixty-four, and, believe me, I am going to work 
on all Sixty-four. You talk about personal worke 


“fam azainst commumisn, just as I am against Shintoism. In the last 
war Japan was our ally, but we didn't have to embrace Shintoism to 

, demonstrate faith to our allies. Great Britain is our ally but it 
does not man that we are going to go into the British Empire, and it 
does not mean we have to pay the bills of the British from now on 
until Kingdom come, a little game they call lend lease in reverse. 


"The 3ritish government and the comminist government of Rrssia have 
hundrecs of their representatives in this country, lobbying our Congress, 
all eazer to spend our money on them after the war is overe 


"Not long ago, I talked to a United States Senator and he said the 
Sritish have 500 men in Washington calling in an attempt to persuade | 
us as soon as the war is over to underwrite the complete peace time 
budget of the British Empire, including the salaries of their Members 
of Parliament, etc., on the theory that if the British are impoverished, 
we will go down. what do I mean by America first? I say the first duty 
for our money and our resources is to take care of these 13,000,000 
American boys that have been in the wmiform of our country. That is 
Sih, our first duty. That is what I mean by America first. (Applause.) * 





In his attacks on the rationing program, he referred to the recent 
publicity concerning the coyote hunt arranged in Oklahoma by the Covernor 
of the State for lord Halifax and the amount of gasoline consumed at. that 
time. eonceratng our financial support of Other nations, he also stateds 





“if vou can talk the English language, if you look like a Baptist, it 

is awfully hard to get anything in Washington, but if you look like 
anything but an American and can't speak the American language they 

will give you ten million, fifty million, a hundred million, or fifty 

billion,--just say what you want. ‘What do I mean by America first? 

I say let us put anend to that kind of stuff in the United States 

of America. (Applause.)* 
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“Be as recounted the story of his Chicago meeting on March 15, 7 
1945, and stated that the Jews had tried to break up this meeting and had 
been used as tools of the Commmists. Everyone who entered the ‘tabernacle — 
that evening was given a flier concerning this meting, which flier was 
headed, "Chicago Christians Victorious." A copy of this flier has been 
furnished to the Bureau. In his talk he also pointed out that in Detroit 
he was unable to get any steak, pork chops or butter, and stated that all 
that was necessary was to drive under the river to Canada where everything 
was available,from a porterhouse steak on down, In this regard, he pointed 
out that there is no rationing of meat in Canada, stating “because Cnnada, 
although she belongs to the British Empire, won't ship one pound of meat 
to England unless she gets cash on the barrel head . . ~ . so Canada has 
got plenty of meat, and we haven't got any meate I say if anybody should 
conate meat to the British, it should be the Dominion of Canada and not the 
United States of America. :. Isn't that just good, old-fashioned Americanism?" 


"I am going to tell you a little something about Americanism. Four 

hundred miliion people in China should be enough people in China to 

whip the Japs, or at least help us whip the Japs. But Britain 

does not want that. They oppose it. Britain is afraid that if we 

can wrain the Chinese so they can help with the Japs, and train 

five million Chinese for marine service, China will want her 

independence. So, in order to satisfy the militarists we have 

refused to arm the Chinese, refused to give them the guns they need. 

Instead, we are going to send American ne there to do the fighting 
that the Chinese could have done, ® \ 


In addition, concerning the Crimea Contos: he stated: 


What are we up azatnst? We are up against secret deals. I hate to 
say this--nobody knows what Roosevelt azreed to in Yalta. It was a 
deal between Roosevelt, Stalin and Churchill. Most people, those 

that ere informed, think that Roosevelt wanted to be the first 
President of the world. Jt was a political deal. How could it have » 
been otherwise, because, although it wasn't given out, it leaked out 
without the consent of the President, after he returned, that 
Roosevelt had promised in this assochtion of nations to. give Britain - 
six votes and Stalin three and the United States only one. There is . 
something wrong when deals are made like thats 


M . . e @ The crime of Crimea--that is what they want us to ayacnee 
at San Prancisco--human slaverye 


ms .. 6 dd say to vou, Joe Stalin, who bezan as a sank robber and 
helped to slauchter fifteen or tyenty million Christians because they 
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: would hot renounce Christ for coinage say Berane you ask-us to 
sign anything on the dotted line, turn those 16,000,000 Christians 
loose that you have got imprisoned in Russia now. (Applause.)® 
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Se al 


During his speech he told in great detail the story of his son in 
Burma in the Army and said that when he and other veterans returned home 


they would take care of WALTER WINCHELL and guys like him. He also went 


into his customary tirade against the world flag, which he has been know 
to use on many previous occasions. He also criticized the State Department 
for its secrecy concerning the Dvubarton Oaks Conferencé and related in 
detail his futile efforts to secure admission to this conference, stating _ 
that the Armed Guard around the Conference had threatened to shoot even 
a member of the United States Senate if he attempted to pass without a permit. 
Ke stated that this conference approved a policy of international statehood 
and definitely took a stand against secret governments and secret treaties. 
He stated that at Dumbarton Yaks it was asreed that the United States should 
put up ten billion dollars to finance other countries .. . that this was 
supoosec to be the "kitty" so the Irternational Bankers could zo to San 
Francisco and line up to get the good things. He stated that he had put on 
Prescure before ponErpsssonal Committees and as yet they haven't been able 
Tr ‘ternda wea teente + hem aa 


to get the International -ank throu gh one rESSe 
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In sGher unten: he ates that he would return to Denver on 
June 12, 1945, at wnich time he would speak in the Denver City Auditoriun,- 
again under the auspices of the Christian Youth for America. © OD 
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lp 
ae that KENNETH GOFF has secured a 
permit to use the Denver um on June 12, 1945, securing the use 


of this auditorium undar the representation that it Pa to be used for a 
youth manatinge by the Cheaietian Yanth af Ame o 
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‘CLOSURES TO THE BUREAUS? Stenosvachié eens covstien of the 
‘ proceedines at the Englewood Baptist ... 

; — Tabernacle, April 350, 1945, which nee ting 
was addressed by Subject. 
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pall earache Miah restrtreletn ls 


On June le, 194, will arrange to aapcropeiately cover the 
meeting at. the Denver City Auditorium, through informantse 








So ait tcctait Ceateteg es, Lesa, 





4 
; ~ + 
a H 
\ H “ 

; , > 

Py : 

¢ * a 

é » ‘5 
4 
? 

: ‘ : 

» 

a 
. “os ¢ 
~_” . 
cf , 
”~ 
7 
-—= Q = 
a 
‘ 
z we 
. 











eae se See le aus oe hae ead Pied 2 Pre 
Dnt ee rete A tae Ree ad an ee tytn ee 


5 eM card ae 
3 


‘ oh 
eo: 
Nas 
Pe * 
THe 
sips 





r 


DN File #100-3557 


- 


© - 


- CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS - a 








az The identity o 
report of Special Azent 


mentioned in the ° 
Denver, Colorado, dated Jume I, 


1945, in the case entit KENNETH SMITH, wease, AMERICA 
FIST PARTY, INTERNAL SECURITY (G), SEDITION," is as follows: 
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| : XXXXKX 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated; explain this deletion. 


L_] Deleted under exemption(s) 
material available for release to you. 


with no segregable 





(-] Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 


O 


information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


[] Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) ..--_ = 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 





___——._ Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); ———___/___ 
ag the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 








K] For your information: Per your March 18, 1982 letter this enclosure 
was not xeroxed for release. 


[Xs The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


62-43818 - PR¥ Enclosure 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
DELETED PAGE(S) x 
| NO DUPLICATION FEE X 
XXXXXX ».4 FOR THIS PAGE ___X 
XXKKXX XXKXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
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cere with itr. Helus have been brought te ay attention and I 

seep es a ef the investigation in this ease was not properly handled. ; ie 
ot Te is inousbent upon you te see that every Special agent develope informant 
+ in a discreet manner without furnishing thea information about the case at hand = 


ee that no embarrassnent te the Burcau will result from the utilisation ef the > 
anforment, Obviously if eleser supervision had been afforded “Krer 


a a ee beatin: _siteathea! ae ae — 








fovestigation ia this ease the situation wuld not bave arisen, pn 
ae 
You should forcefully point out te special Ag t he should: 





have been more discreet in his contacts with Mr. Helas, Wd you 
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a ral Bureau of Jnuestigat | Me ae aes eee 


MR ed i 
essen States Bepartment of Jus Ae oo ae i 
Detroit, Michigan a coe | 

June 4 - 1945 ae 


‘Director, FBI pnd 


Re: GERALD L. Ey SMITH 
AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
) INTERNAL SECURITY 
, SEDITION 


= | . Dear Sir: 


ao orth below information obtained froa be Od 
: wqeicilinns. whose identity is knoun to the Buress, 
@ period from May 7, 1945, through May 31, 1945, inclusive. 


Informant advised that the Subject arrived in San Francisco 
on May 6, 1945, and his mailing address at that time was Saint Francis 
Hotel. 











During the trip to San Francisco Subject held s meitine 
at Salt Lake City, Utah, which was attended by approximately 1,000 
yeaa people. SMITH described this meeting as a "grand affair". L VW 


tl Informant advised that the mil contributions on ‘May il, 
aN and May 12, amounted to from $10 to §20. 


Informant further advised that the Subject is still in 


; | San Francisco where he has been attending the San Francisco Conference, 
ee but the exact date when he will return to Detroit is not mom. .- 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED Very truly youre, - 
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tT oo: DIRECTOR, FHI - oe we DAW: June 1b, 1945 
OM: : SAC, ‘DENVER. . | eo a 7 ‘ | | | | 
a f- Aonpecr. GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, ow! oe 4 | 
2) with aliases} America Firet Peney. ‘ 
f . INTERNAL ,SECURITY = G * 
yA SEDITION be PR wide 5 
GB Bureeu File 62-4,3818 4 








4. 7 
= a advised thet she had ascertained that the lease 
Sk as "been secur or the Denver City Auditorium for the use of 
poe subject on June 12, 1945 had been cancelled by the City and County of IY 
“= ' Denver, She further advised that it had been ascertained that subject 7) 
S\ITH will not hold eny meeting in Denver or at the Englewood Baptist : py 


_ Tabernacle on June 12, 1945, that he is expected to hold a meeting in 


wie or Englewood, however at some future date not yet specified, 


‘ind smich as subject will not hold any estate on June 12, 1945 
in Denver as previously scheduled, this matter is being considered referred 
upon completion to the office of origin. However, if at some time in the 
future SMITH does hold a pasa in Denver it will be a a 
covered by this office. . 7 * 
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Seneral Surean of Investigation 


United States Bepartment of Justice - 
Detroit 31, Michigan : Mir. sa : 
Jue 15 = 1945 Myr. Nicbrie oul. 
Br Jy sem ol. 
Mr Trucy._.......-.. 
Rar OM arty - 





Carbon copies of this letter are being furnished to the 
Los Angeles, Salt Lake City, and Denver Field Divisions for informati 
purposes se Tt is Fagonia that ey ai offices cover the instant 
meetings as r letters from this office. 


AL NFORMETIEN CONTAINED 


HEREIN IS GNCLASSIFIED Wad Al ck 


JE —-242_BY GA.-4 33/5 1-995 


y1 iy special Agen Agent in Charge : 


\ 
Pele, oe ; 
Los Angeles -3 4 if 
Salt Lake City be INDEXED a \\ 
6 Tenver 517 4 
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| 62—43818- eee | 
aor Aseistant attorney General Ton Clark 












a a eprimioal Divisten Sod 
: gyros? John Edger Hoover ~ Director, Federal bureau of Doveetigatiaa na 
we ee GERALD LIWAN KENNETH suIm, wes | : 

_QO AMERICA FIRST PARTY 2 (ww, 
3 DITEANAL SECURITY = @ - oF | 








Enoloeed for your further information in the 
copy of the investigative report subsaitted by Special Age 
dated June 1, 1945, at Denver, Colorado, Aleo enclosed for 
is a photostatic copy of a leaflet entitled noone christians Victory" 
whieh Snith is reportedly alata ot 


ALL NFORMATION CONTAINED . 
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CHARACTER OF CASE 
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3 | synopsis or Facts: SMITH arrived at San Francisco S-6<45 with | a on 








FE oe . , wife and secretary. They resided at the “\S 7 do” . 
= Maurice Hotel. SMITH held one press mt ae 4 

"c+  " * gonference and attempted to hold a second, (| ; 

r . but was prevented from doing so. He spoke Eh OPS 

ie: .at three meetings while in San Francisco and 

if - attempted to hold a fourth, but the hotel 
a canceled his lease on the meeting room. 

wg a. List of subject's telephone and correspondence . : 
er . x contacts obtained. SKITH and party left for 
Ide "Los Angeles, May 26, 1945, 
Ans | oe : cramer are ean 
sacl we ony | ene 
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| Qn April 9, 1945, referenced letter from Detroit to the 
Director was received advising that GERALD L. K. SMITH was coming to 
Sen Francisco to cover the United Nations Conference on International 


Organization and to hold meetings under the sponsorship of the America 


First Party at Oakland, California. Detroit requested that SMITH's Ee 
activities while at San Francisco be covered by means of informants 
and that Agents should not attend hie America First meetings. ae 


Pursuant to covering subject's activities while at Sen Prancisss 


=F = Fe. aes = LA Sted abe 





























On May 6, 1945, Mr. and Mrs. GERALD 
nal L, KXSMITH and RENATARLEGESS SMITH’ s secretary, arrived at San ra 


Francisco at 6:50 A.M., and by means of surveillance they ascertained 
that SMITH and his party proceeded to the St. Francis Hotel, 


——— of the af toe o St. Franois Hotel SMITH tel 


attempted to contac but was unsuccessful. 
reported to be staying a alace Hotel. 
with a copy of his surveillance record and th 


the San Francisco files. oe a 
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“Ban Rransiees File F100-19068 at, 


: sit at Sen Francisco hie activities were 
covered 






On May 8, 1945 p= thet SMITH and his party moved 
from the Palomar Hotel to Maurice Hotel, 761 Post Street, where | 
they obtained rooms 1201 and 1202 for the duration of their visit at— 
San Franoiseo. SMITH's normal caily rrocedure was to go to the St. 
Francis Hote2 to obtain his mail eat erproximately 10:00 A.M. Hore he 
would visit in the lobby and later would proceei to the Palace Hotel 
where he wowld mako his teadquarters fcr most of his business, Late 
each day he would return to the Maurice Hotel, but most of his business 
was transacted in the lobbies of the St. Francis or the Palace Hotel. 


On Hay 9 1946 BR odvised that subject held a press. 
conference in the den of the Palace Hotel. As a result of the 
conference, extensive articles appeared in the New York Post, 
Conference edition, printed in San Francisco, and the San Francisco 
Chronicle, Those articles reflected that SMITH gave out o mimeographed 
press release and answered questions for press representatives. The 
articles reported thot SMITH was agoinst slave labor, Britain, Russia, 
France, China, Secretary STETTINIUS, San Frencisco, UNCIO, Hotel Ste 
Fronois, the people of efaESLER. ond many other things. He was reported 
favorable to BURTON K « Copies of tsese newspaper articles 
were obtained and are ‘veing placed in the Say Francisco files ° 








, dvised that on May 10, 1945, eublect ae had_been in 
contact with the unofficial delegation from Korea, se tates 3 

Dr. SYNGMO both of whom resided at the Maurice 5 Room rire 
Tho details of the contacts were not known 
it is known thot SMITH met GAVREAO through 







at Flint, Michigan, and a olose follower of S ° dvised that 


eft San Francisco en route to Los Angeles soms during the 

6e Moy 13 to May 20, and that on May 16, 1945, he sont night 
letters to several Congresamon stating that President TRUMAN has been 
informed of a socret agreoment mado at Yalta regarding Koren. He said 
in the night lotter that the agreoment was tha# Koroa was to bo given 
to Russian domination and that he was positive of his sources which 
had boon uncovered at San Francisco. Ha said that this Yalta agreoemant 
was signed by tho Unitod Statos ond Groat Britcin at STALIN's roquoste 
On sevoral occasions SMITH has mdo reforense to this scoret Yalta 
agroemont. gs 





bp. 


b20 


| bow 


x 


bU 


. hoe ae ete ee ee ee UN er tm Te we me ee ES 
a ee od ‘ ” : = : : Panes aed a ees io 


. ‘ a ‘ Wm ew te seis ee Sa ita ay . . 
ke , : EST SBR RR BE SS See Se 
Ay a” Tie ay Coe 
: . ( ; ae: 
ie a 
& a “i ” 
’ ™ x . b . ar ‘ a . : 
, an iar? . ees 
. . ” . 
: as a ee 
: a * , . id : 2 
a § ‘ee naa ar bere ee rer eee ee ae a ee ae ae 
és 7 ‘ a E . 7 . tee Pd ee ' . ‘ Sd 
? whe. - ; ; FE . _ cer . : an . 7 ee et 
S é - F ‘ . “e / : ‘< . _ : « ‘ te — ahs : : 7X 7 
: 20 i . ; 4 ; . ' : oes . a 
“iat —-..~ Bon Francisco Filo #100-19053 net 
i < : : « ses . ¢ oe ees ; a ‘ i so USmde 





biw 
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stian Pastors Committee. 
On May 12, 1945, PERKINS went to the Mark Hopkins Hotel and-— 
rented the Don Ballroom for a meeting of the Pastors Committee on 
May 17, 1945, out he failed to-ell the Mark Hopkins Hotel that SMITH 
was to be the speaker, SHITH had inv tetion cards printed reflecting . 
that he would speak on "Liberty in Paance", | 
On May 13, 1945. at 3230 PaYe Si.iTH held a meeting at Room 261, ~ 


St. Francis Hotel, under the auspices of tia¥California Pastors Committees — 
that SMITH spoke at this meeting stating that: | . bo 0 


s \ F 
1. The Big Five are exploiting the smaller nations; 
' 2, The Russians are very crude and unChristians; 

3. He does not beliove the German atrocities as reported 

are true; ; ra 

4. American soldiers are suffering more in Russia than 

* they were in the hands of the Germazis; 

5. STALIN would not believe that ROOSEVELT had died and 
sent a representative to view his body. STETTINIUS 
had to give STALIN a signed statement that ROOSEVELT 
was actundly deade - > re. 

SMITH also commented that he wished he had his old America | 
First bodyguard since the press had proved to be very hostile at the 
press conforenco, He said that hie good Amerioa First bodyguard had 
been drafted while the Jews still walk the streots in oivilian clothes. 


On the Mork Hopkins Hotel returned PERKINS’ = 
check to him, nd stated that they would not rent tho 
Don Ballroom rnia Pastors Committee since the hotel was 


not advised that SNITH was to bo the speaker. SMITH immediotoly made bP . 

Q press release stating that GEORGE T<XSMITH, manager of the Mark _-s 
Hopkins Hotel was profane and abusive ‘whon he returned the chook to see 
PERKING, SMITH blcmod Socretary of Stete STETTINIUS and “certain er 
forcign representatives" for the action of the Mark. He said that the 
State Department is afraid to have the following discusseds 
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1. The ‘truth about Korea aad: the seaxet deal indie at Yalta. 


2. The cede TYLER CENT storys 


3e The Pearl Har bor situation and the KIMMELL-SHORT nystorye 


s.1TH made the following statement in his press release? 


‘ 


"The same serpentine Scldev which denies my Benois a meeting | 
under the sponsorship of a cormittee uf gospel preachers the right to 
assemble has effected among other d?. sgracezul events the followings 


41, They have vetrayed Christ‘ ic: Poland. — Re Fy 
"2. They have made a laughing stuck of the Atlantic Ganeters 


"3. They have sold Korea, a nation of 30 million Christians, 
down the river to JOE STALIN. :; 


_ 


4, They have appeased the savages of Russia. 


"5. They. have permitted foreign politi-ians, saturated with 
intrigue, to so influencs our Ssate Department as to deny by ite 
influence and pressure our right of free assembly. 


"6, They have betrayed Lithuania. 


"7, They have dared to ask our nations to share sovereignty 
with Russia, who refuses to permit our reporters zuee Tenge in the 
Baltios and the Balkans." : 

A copy of this presa release is being pete? in the 
San Francisco file. 


Reverend PERKINS also made a press release regarding the 
cancelation of the lease of tho ballroom stating that, "We have just 
begun to fizht", 


Qn May 14, 1945, SHITH held a meet at Ebell Holl, 14th _ b OD 
and Harrison Streets, Oakland, California. ieee there _. 2 
were approximately 35 people present, most of whom were elderly womene 

SMITH distributed the "Cross and the Flag" and went into oa tirade — 

against government regulation in war-time and the OPA. He talked at 


great length about his son, his wife, cnd his son's difficulties. 
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on to een 
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stated that SHITH was extremely disappointed because of “ye 
dance at this meet which was arranged by a 
















oe | | erence on May 17, 1945, subject wecte a letter 80%. 

a persons ean invited to his Mark Hopkins Hotel meeting stating 

= : that the internotionalists had prevented a meeting and that the truth 50 
coo of the situation would be told ot Ebell Hall on Many 24, 1945. Qn the © 
ety seme day SLITH made a prass rejozse that he would hold a meeting in 

Sense the Mark Hopkins Hotel lobby evca though he had been denied the use of 

me the hall. Ce at 7:20 ‘.M, SMITH arrived at the Mark 


hii 


= ae Hopkins Ho wite and seorevcry. They had dimmer at the 
4 notel, and at approximate” y 8:00 P.M, there were °.00 people in the | ee 


wold 
er 


in 4 


a lobby, fifty per cent of whom were "Ye the Mcthe: 4’ and American 

— Firsterse When SMITH came from the dining :-vom these pecple crowded 
around him, causing a disturbance in the looby. Withig five minutes 
Mr, SUITH, the manager of the hotel, approached GzP. MITH and “asked 
kim to leave because of the confusion he was causing. SMITH made no | 
protest but spoke in a loud voice so that all could hear, and stated 
as follows: “Amorioa First is for free people and not giving England | 
ond Russia all of Amcsricats monoy", SMITH peused in front of the hotel 








of ¢ end within a few minutes the orzowd again gathered cround him. SMITH 
ae ngain made the same statoment oid crossed the str.et, entering the 
2 = Fairmont Hotel. Hoe p2usod in the lobby long enovgh again for the 


* crowd to gather, and finally loft in a taxi. ije af the Pairmont 
a someone was hoard to ask SUITH if his son suppor | 
-} - answereds “one hundred per cent", Ho told VICTOMMRIESEL, columnist | 
for the Now York Post that he wanted publicity on the cancellation of | 
the meoting. 






bd 


On May 18, 1945, subject sont a special delivery letter to . 
Seoretary STETTINIUS if he provented his meeting at the 
Merk Hopkins Hotel. ines the Stato Department was answor- 
ing tho letter through somo lower official. 7 












70 

that on May 20, 1945, SMITH attended a moeting | 47 

of the Dominatec | World Perce at the Congregational Se yet , 

Post and Meson. was present and tho moct 

lod by Reverond M.\RAMKR SHAKUMODAK and KILSOO ana re ies b 7 
» Speakers. All of ‘the spocches were on the enemies of pdace mhich were 

listed as: (1) Matorialism, (2) Racism, and (3) Patornalism, HAAR ~~” 

spoko for Korea, RADOMAGOERXDROSSHAN spoke for tho Dutch aoe Indios, . 

and RICHARD MOORE spoke for the British West Indios. PINTO. =’ 

-Xezupra was also presont. After tho spoechos SMITH mixed ‘ith those 
leadera and talked at groat Eonee with som. 
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| } Qn my 24, 1945, SMITH ¥ pales et Bbell Hall, Oakland, California. ae 

this office "with a complete transoript ’ of the subjectta 2 

; was substantially the same as the speech given at Salt L 70 
Lake.City. In addition SMITH made the following statements 






"Well, Fe SMITH and I came on out, after the conference 
began, and arrived here about 7:30 ene Sunday morning. We,thought that 
we had waited long enough fer the whiskey to have been entirely con- 
sumed, but upon our arrival we +:re informed that the Russians had 
brought a whole shipload, ané u.et the whiskey 4s still pouring in 
sizeble quantities (laugter!, Tne 3ritica are charging us millions , 
of dollars to transport our soldiers “o Surope to fight their battles. 
We are paying the British $46,000,000 re." cor the use of Indian 
airports. We spent bill'.ms of dollars cuilding airports in the 
Mediterranean that we cannot even us3 4+odav since we do not have the 
permission of the British authorities. -It is such things as these that 
I have come here to tell you and it is no wonder that every effart. has 
been made since I arrived to keep me quiet and to. prevent me from 
telling the truth. But I will tell you the truth and I will give you 
the fact, even though the Mark Hopkins o week age tonight canceled ny 
meeting. The British empire wants a weak China, sco as to oontinue 
their imperialistic policy. Is it any wonder, th:u, that I do not 
want to share our nationalist p.licy with the British empire, 








an "Before ooming out here I wrote a letter to every major, 
og first-class hotel in San Francisco asking for a place to stay. Every 
hotel answered my letter, and reported that they had no rooms for me, 
but that the State Department had taken over thei: hotel. So then I 
wrote to the State Department and asked for a bed. And you mow what 
their answer was. This did not mke me mad, for I thought maybe that - 
since we were being hosts, we had in tvpical American fashion given our 
best to our guests, 60 lirs. SINITH and I came on out, ond having stayed 
at the St. Francis Hotel many times in the past, we went immediately ~ 
to that hotel early that Sunday morning. You should have seen what 
happened then. The boys came tearing out from every corner, following 
me, reading newspapers, walking back and forth in front of me, Then 
it suddenly dawned on me that the St, Francis Hotel was being occupied 
by the Russians, and you know the Russians are suspicious of everyones 
You know they won't even trust the cooks in the St. Francis Hotel, so 
it is understandable why the Russians won't trust GERALD SHITH. 


"So Mrs. SiITH and I set out to find a bed. Finally, before “ 
nightfall, we found a third-clase hotel, and, since it was olean, we 7 “ 
took up our initial residence there. The hotel was distinctly low-class. so 


. : ft 
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We took a hasty look under the sheets to see if anything rane There 


_ were no conveniences, The elevator would break down every few mimtes, © 
ce and it was not at all satisfactory. Still we did not get mad, for 
é ne where I come from people believe in sleeping on the floor when company 


comes. However, by an aggressive program of application and with the 
help of our friends here, we finally ae to get a firet class hotel | 
room, and we moved in. 


"The first tims I res.ly goc mad was on. the following day, 
Monday. It was then thas I fcurd out in the Palace Hotel that all the 
Commnist reporters were here at ow” expe).33 and ocoupying whole 
suites of rooms at the expense of you tax ayers. 


"Well, it was a personal ex mo’tuen of riie to hold a meeting 
!n MOLOTOV's hotel, and te hold anotisr meecing ia WINCHELL's hotel. 
and incidentally about WINCHELL I can never hope to equal him. ~ You 
imow he got his start by peeping on drunks and blackmailing then, and 
now he has ao whole network of radio stations at his disposal each 
week, You may ask me a question, how low may a country sink? And I 
tell you that it sinks to the very lowest depth wien o clean-cut 
Sourageous young man like LIND3ERGH can be blasphaned and criticized 
by such a scheming stinking scoundrel as WINCHELL When we have such 
u fine, clean boy who represert; everything Ameri.:an and who becomes 
o national hero, and whon we allow that boy to be criticized and lied 
about, and when we allow our president to take his commission away, 
and elevate at the same time a peeping tom iike ca that in 
itself should alarm every thinking Americans 
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"So, the third day here , We held @ mecting in MOLOTOV's 
hotel, at the St. Franois. At the same time MOLOTOV was giving a big 
cocktail party next door, and the whiskey an cooktails were flowing 
freely. And would you believe it, there are some people in San Fyan- 
cisco that would have us share our sovereignty with those savages from ~ 
Russias When Russia got close to Warsaw, the British told the Polish © 
underground to rise up and look what happened. A little further along 
when things got too hot for us ond we refused to recognize the Lublin . 
leaders, Stalin said, pick out 16 of the leaders and send them to me 
to negotiate, Tonight those 16 men are in jeil to be tried on some 
fictitious charge. Perhaps they are dead, This I tell you is pure 
savagery. Yet the press will criticize me for giving you these facts. 

° 

OTA nationalist is one who believes that out povevaieat should 
remain in Washington, De Ce (appleuse). There is a coterio of . x: 
individuals in San Franoisco who believe there should be a world ~— 
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organization with oll types of persons represented there. There will | 

be a few Russians, Englishmen, Arabs, Indians, and one Amerioane There 

has to alwaya be one American where so that he oan write the check 
(Loughter). - 


"I will tell you what is the whole meat of Dumbarton Oaks 
and the San Francisco Gonference. It is simply to get their foreign 
hands on our treasury and to let flow more blood of our boys, without 
the consent of our Congress. Amerioan Nationalists are opposed to this, © 


"Supposing that Dumbarton Coks is good, and I won't suppose, ' 
I tell you that no deal should be worked out regarding the future ‘ | 
security of our ocuntry until our beys are baok., The Conference is a 

flop. STETTINIUS ran off the other ary in a panic to get TRUMAN, and 

TRUMAN incidentally is going to make 2 pretty good President (applouse).s 


"I om opposed to any deal that will cost any more lives to 
save the British empire. I om opposed to any deal that will get us 
into the oonflict between the British empire and Russia. But I tell 
you if you want to pray tonight go home and kneel down, and thank God 
that WALLACE ia not our President tonight (applause).” 


SESEEEEE 


During the speech SUITH read o manuscript entitled, "A — 
measees from San Francisco" addressed to "Dear Fsullow American, and 








"Russia insists on full sway in China, and permitting this 
for Russia would be the end of pro-Christian government in China and ~ 
the beginning of o program of Red terror. The behavior of Communists 
at San Francisco shows that we dare not share our sovereignty with . 
Russias We already have enough truth available regarding the ioe 


Conference to convert its original intentions when presented to the at 
United States Sennte later. No one is permitted to mention Christ 
at the Conference becouse it might offend the pagans and anti-Christians - 


who are at the Conference.” poner ili 
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; - In this speech at Ebell Hall SMITH went through his version 
of the TYLER KENT story end his experience at Dumbarton Oaks,.as 
reported in his transcript of the Salt Lake City speeohe During the 
spcech SKITH stated that an employee of the State Department stole a 
paper from the files of the Department which conclusively proved the 
| secret deal at Yalta in which Korea was sold out to Russia, He stated 
that a copy of this document is in the hands of U, who is mentioned 
in this report as having be ntact with S¥:TH soon after his — a 
arrival at San Francisco. that 50°C paople attended the. © 
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meeting at Ebell Hall, ost of srese 306.6 wore low-class elderly 
women, At the end of the meyvs'ov & “ares collection was taken ups 
The transcript o* SMITH‘t spoech and the letter f 
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a entitled "A Messace from San Francis.» cr veing retained in the Sen 0 
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“4 , The fol a list o: teleshone numbers vith names and ; 
addresses wick which subjeot had convact while at San 

TanciB8so. gBe numbers weru called by SMITH while he was in San 

Francis oo, _ my 
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Garfield 1802 The Trevis Radio Press Service 
EXtrook 2602 : . Not a working line. 
Exbrook 1602 | Fecific Publishing Company, 590 Folsom St. . 
Market 2703 © _ : eade 9th Screat 
Douglas 0605 
LAkehurst 2-4505 
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Graystone 8605 sn ee 
Exbrook 8906 phirpring 
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WAlnut 2506 
MArket 2506 
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| was probably for 
who resided a 





while at San Francieos.). 
EXbrook 8606 Palace Hotyl (Call bY: 
Ce wero probabl : 
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2 EXbrook 3906 
mY ORdway 4007 
gee Yukon 0808, 
ee Sonoma 109 
| WEst 7010 
| SUtter 5010 
4 Garfield 1112 
; ‘DOuglas 6112 


DOuglas 1212 
MArket 2713 
‘ HEmlock 1614 
BAyview 6414——._.-._ 


ORdway 6616 


y ri “ORdway 4916 
' DOuglas 1617 


GRaystone 9818 
Douglas 6820 © 
SUtter 4521 
EXbrook 4221 


ORdway 7222 


ORdway 58235 _ 
SUtter 2424 — 
TUxedo 6424 

a, EXbrook 0924 

Pee SUtter 2428 

aris LOmbard 1029. —s_—| 
Oy Los Altos 2630 
SUtter 5030 
YWhkon 2131 
EXbrook $931 
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Yosemite Park and Glaey Company, 3 39 anid 








(travel company) , 741- 
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Bank of ‘Anerice, 300 Montgomery Street 
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Bauer Schweitzer Hop and Malt Comey: 
5350 Chestmut Street . . 

Thrift ubesners 766 Post Street: be 
New York * sons Tasurance a ani , 2 





‘leaners, 985 Post Street 
Orin Knight Chemical Company, Russ Bldge 
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Fllimore 7532 
Douglas 8633 
EXbrook 3434 
Douglas 6936 
SEabright 5037 
Garfield 6338 
Lombard 6-8339 
EXbrook 3039 
SUtter 4040 
UNderhill 5740 
SUtter 6240 
SUtter 6141 
EXbrook 2045 
FIllmore 3427 
KEllogg 2-7048 
Garfield 2648 


_.FEmlock 6850 
. GArfield 3062 
UNderhill 4953 
Douglas 4553 


EXbrook 1156 
Fillmore 3257 


Garfield 4158 
SKyline 9960 
Walnut 8460 
Garfield 4061 
GRaystone 6161 
TUxedo 2663 
SUtter 7566 _ 
ORdway 6767 
EXbrook 8368 
Market 9971 


Fillmore 6171 
GArfield 1571 


Douglas 6575 
LAkehurst 2-9178 
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Flllmore $276 
EXbrook 3479 








Garfield 0479 212 Stockton, operated 
WEst 0479 
a pa nt 4 . 
PRospect 0679 ‘Sunlight Laundry, 720 Post Street 
Douglas 7186 Nicholas Johnston Studio, 140 Geary Street 
SUtter 2487 “ntarnetional News Se-vice ° 
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OLympic 2687 (Los Angeles) “his belt, was made for Mir. JO! JONATHAN 
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ORdway 8388 
MRdway $291 . - uF Ve 
EXbrook 7491 . 
Palo Alto 9995 
ORéway 8496 
ORdway 9898 . ‘ 
DOuglas 0099 Se 
EXtrook 8600 alage noted Bed EXbs ook 8606 for calls 

nade, to Palace Hotel) 
GRayston 8700 National Broadcasting Corporation 
TEmplebar 6800 S5. Mark Hotel, Oaklan ao 

| (Galt probably made ae . 

oo reside at shis address . 3 . 

SUtter 6400, | vinge Department Sore P ve 
EXbrook 6700 San Fransisco Naws - ; 
GRaystone 3600 Belevue Zotel . . i 
Garfield 9600 Fred Sulari's Restaurant iS 
Garfield 8700 — Paoific States Steel Company, 


/ Rialto Building 
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On May 8 11945, at °.:30 P.M, SMITH nad Lanch with HOMER 






| MAERTZ GEORGEAFOSTER at Fus*er +s Cafeteria, 566 Geary Streete - | ss 
° 7 : ; ee 
On May 10, 1945, surject met a: the }|7e- 
Maurice Hotel at 4:16 P.M, Tris meeting was og8 obtaining» us 


of a meeting hall in San Francisco. On the same ‘day SMITH was in 
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Box 404, Brooklyn Station, Washinzven, De Cc. _ 


} Congresswoman CLAIRE Ee HUPEMLN , Nationalists News Service, 
Post Office Box 4407, Brovklya Station, Washingtcn, De Co 
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Deere that LILLIAN PARKS to whom sudject wrote regard- 
ing the letter of J. EDGAR HOOVER ia head of the National Blue Ster 
Mothers. is algo-one of the leaders of thetfational _ 
Blue Star ers, ch egret is not to be confused with the 


ue bene TH has been in close contact -with———————.-. 


and PARI: 
















On May 24, 1945, SMITH made a press release stating that 
sonsational facts had come to his attention and that he would therefore 
interview the press at 2:00 P-M., May 25, 1945, ct the lobby of the 
Palace Hotel since all hotels had perused to lease their rooms to 
SMITH, He stated that if he were ejected he would make his statements 
at eny place where he would bu pernittod to stop long enough to do so. 
A copy of this press release as being retained in the San Francisco 
files. 


On May 25, 1945, Siu" TH went to the Palace Hotel where he had 
lunch in the Garden Courte Upon completion of his lunch he walked to 
the lobby where he began pass rg out the fcllowing typewritten statements 
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“POR IMMEDIATE RELEASE : Palace Hotel, San Francisco, 
ee May 25, 1945 


STATEMENT BY GERALD i K. SMITH 
RE : . 
SAN FRANCISCO UNITED A“TIONS CONFERENCE AND: 
KiNDRED SUBJECTS 


\ 


"(Note: Smith is the National Di: ector of the America First Party. 
Spokesman for 21 Nationalist zreupe, Is observing and reporting the 
Conference for 81 periodicals, ins is prep»ring a confidential report 
for six members of the United States Sensie and seven an nembers of 
the Lower House of Congress)o 


Direct Quotes: 


"The Communist Party never disbanded. It has been underground and ie 
now preparing to come out in ar oren fight against President Truman 
and his poiicies, I assert, upon tre authcrity of Msgr. ton Je 
Sheen or Washington, D. C., thas ths Commmists have been and will 
cooperate 100% with the Nazi urderground in the Western Hemispheres 
They have established headquaxters in Mexico City. They are using as 
their Western Hemisphere propasandists not only netivs Nazi-Commnists, 

but Commmnists who fled Spain, These Spanish Recs, wno are cooperating 

with Negrin, are valuable beceuse they know the Spanish language, so 
necessary in South America. Nogrin, Browler and their ilk are preparing ; 
. to undermine the Republics of ‘a. Wostern Hemisphere, which, of course, 
includes the Church, oo 


"My observations here and elsewher: <onvinee me that Russia never 

» § intended to sincerely coopera*s, “ac incident involving the 16 Poles 
Ca and the controversy inspired 77 Gen2.2. Tito was intended purposely to 
= torpedo any attempt to unite tie neSicas of the world for peace. 
Russia does not want peace. vhs waats a European revolution as well 
as & Western Hemispheric reve..sien. The statements coming out of 
Paris, Milan and Berlin fron. -oom.nist leaders similtaneous with the 
arrival of Negrin in the Unis: States, as well as ths threatening 
statement issued by Earl Brows: means that the time has come when 
every loyal American mst broi-e aimself to fight the Commmist monaces 
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af 


Pa 


"Racismt I do not preach racism. Accusations to the contrary have 


originated with Comminists in the hope that they can inspire minority 


groups to cooperate with them in their fight on all oanti-Commmnist 
organizations. These Reds have been so successful that many journalists 
and rank-and-file citizens actually believe that I preach racism. The 
accusation is false. I urge the representatives of minority groups at 
San Francisco to survey the technique of the Reds in this respecte ‘ 
The Reds are the ones that wili introjtuce racism into the political 
fight. I believe that any attook un any mon because of his race or 

creed is un-American and un-Christion. 


eas 


"I assert that the State Department knowe and is in possession of a 
document confirming the fact that ovr ropresentatives at Yalta agreed 
to give Korea to Stalin in return for ocortain cooperation. 


“+ & 


"I accuse the Russians of virtually ettempting blackmail on the nations 
of the world because of whet thsy ccusider to be their strategis 
position as it relates to the Orient, 


"T accuse the Russians of refusing to help us whip the Japs until we 
have agreed to junk the regime of Coiang Kei-shek in China. I accuse ~ 
the Russians through their Commnist International, which they falsely 
said was dissolved, of having precipitated the July election in 
Britain. Stalin wants to ges rid cf Churchill because Churchill is 
onti-Commmist. Although I have always been cri**cal of Britain's 
imperialistic policies, I favo> any cooperction vith Ch urehill that 
will help nim sten the rising tice sf Statinism in Britains, . 


"I do not accept the politica! philo..pay of Franco, tut I do know 

that Franco has the cooperation cf “she Church, ond I am convinced that 

the Negrin movement and the sc.called Froe Spanish Movoment are 

inspired by Stalin's Fifth Co.um organization in the United States, 

"I accuse the Russians ard ti: Ausericen Communist Party, in cooperation 
with the Nazi underground ir 9 Western Hemisphere, of conspiring in 
Mexico City recently to torzou: chis Conference and then blame it on 

the Nationalists. — - c 


"I accuse the Communists and ‘sheir cabal of having: infiltored the’ State 
Departmont to the end that they. have hindered Nationalist. poriodicals, 
including some of the great daily newspapers in their si a to get 
news concorning procecdingse 


C2 
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"I assert that Russia is cooperating with the German citizenry and is — 
preparing to arm the Germans in their plan to communize Europe, I 
ohallenge the Russians to deny the fact that former Nazi military 

officers are conspiring with Russian officials in this strategy. 

This is one of the reasons for the so-called complete newa blackout 

on the Russian side of the former German territory. It mst be 

remembered that no German citv was over bombed by Russians, I cannot / 
forget that recently Msgr. Fulton J, Sheen, eminent authority in the 

Catholic Church, said: ‘The tirue materialistio Nazis have been 

cooperating with the Russian Commnists all through the war's 


“Concerning the proposed Charter, I am convinced that Ue Se Senator 
Arthur Vandenberg is too much or a statesman to ask the Senate to 
approve anything that would resemtie 7% esely th; or iginal Dumbarton 
Oaks Pian. Stalin will never surrence. ais rignt of vets. He knows 
that Russia is planning to do ‘uings tras rot one Republio in the 
Western Hemisphere, unless it would be Mexico, would approves 
"Stettinius should resign immediate’y. His original appointment was 
only on the assumption that he wouid ¢> Roosevelt's will, the late 
President being, in fact, his cra Sicsretary of Statee Now that we have 
a President who seems willing to divide authority, Stattinius should 
"ee be.replaced by someone who has spent a lifetime familiarizing himself 
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"A World Charter on the order of Chrpultepes would be satisfactory to 
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ra “most Nationalists. Nationalists bv and large favoz cordial relation~ 
Sf ships with oll notions. provicsi w2 are nov asked to shere sovereignty ° 
~ 7a and provided we are not azkec *. sicec blood and moiey without the 


4 


direct consent o° the Congress of che Unied States as 15 relates to 
every such rst. 


ae . : @Whou ; ‘ 


*I assert that an American-m-.ce SCPU has opsrated in Sen Francisco for 
the express purpose of fallo.ig, shadowing ond curbing the activities 
of all Naticnalists and Sne resvazantutives of all newspapers, large 
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j . and small, wiiese editorial policy suns coatvury to Stalin's plane. 
tal e 
aoa "We Nationalists grieve | over 2:9 terrible hold Communism has on our i 
es Nation, tuc we are enoourared: v2 believe that our Senate will never ‘ 
pes adapt a Charter whi oh supports carcain aecret deala at Yalta and the 
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"My persecution and the attempt on the part of journalists and other 
propagandists to ridicule our sincere expressions of opinion indicate 
two things: (1) That some journalists have been duped by the Red 
line; (2) Others are a paid pert of their experaiTehy organised 


propaganda campaigne” 


PHSRSEVHES 


SMITH made no attempt to speak while handing out the above 
statement, but several police officers were present and after handing . 
out several copies of the press releese he was asked by the manager to 
leave the lobby of the hotel. SMITH went into the street, followed by 
the crowd, where he began to speak, but several police officers 
approached saying, "The meeting is over", SMITH left without further 
troubles . 


: On May 26, 1945, at 8:00 A.M, Gaaea SMITH and | 
ee: his party left San Francisco for Los Angeles as originally planned, 
ee: SMITH has stated on several occasiona that he 

expeste to return to San Francisco after his Los Angeles meetings. 

| D 
ae: he is writing a complete report on all of Lb? 
SMITH's activities while in San Francisco and that this report my | 
include contacts of SMITH which have not already been given to this fu 


office. that he would furnish this office with a copy 
of this repo : | 
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During SMITH's vieit at San Franoised the pross was hostile 
and unfavorable to him. An article in the New York Post, Conferenoe 
edition, on May 1, 1945, reported that SMITH attempted to get press. 
oredentials for the Conference for himself and his news service, 
but had been refused by the Siete Department. The New York Posts” 
Conference edition, of April 25, 1945, in an article by VICTOR’ RISEL,' 
reported that the isolationists were expected at San Franoiscd, 


Pe ee Se 


= fnoluding Senator WHEELER aud ex~-Senator NYE wh6 were oxpected "to 
uals address Amezica First dsmonst rations. 
eo _ Oa April 28, 1945, RISE hod another artiole advising: 
— “Isolationist orowd moves in or Parley"... This article stated that 
peas HOMER MAERTZ had arrived and tiat he was working with GERALD L. X. 
as SMITH who hod promised that NYé and WHEELER would be here for supporte — 


On May 4, 1945, the Son Francisco Chronicle.carried a small 
' editorial on Mre SMITH stating that the Conference is not: the place 
for causes and that this went for SMITH als0de 
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. SCOTT NEWHALL wrote an article published in the Chroniole 
on Moy 6, 1945, stating that SMITH had arrived and had announced: 
"The Conference is the first step toward war, Wo mst not surrender our 
national sovereignty. The Commnists, Russians, and the Imperialistio 
British are playing us for saps. We do not trust. the San Francisco 


setup. We believe it to be dominated by JOSEPH STALIN. The Conference 
is a failure", 


On May 14, 1945, the Hew York Post er oan articlo stating s 
that SMITH invited all but the Russians to his meeting ot the Mark 


S—— he tatnd Smee ee ee ———— a wesw 


Hopkins Hotel on May 17, 1945, whic’: wus under the auspices of the 
California Christian Pastors Committee. 
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On May 15, 1945, the Now York Poss, Converence edition, 

printed another article on SMITH sta‘s:ng tiat he was able to put the ” 
"finger" on Senator VANDENBERG. SMITH scid he knew VANDENBERG's 
constituents and they will defeat him for sselection if he approves 

of the SPAnER the Conference is expected to approvoe 


Swe os 
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On May 16, 1945, tho Fest printed a small artiole atating 
that the Mark Hopkins Hotel had tossod SMITH out. The Chronicle and 
the San Francisco Examiner also reported SMITH's ejection from the Mark 
Hopkins Hotel in small second prge articlos. The only other artictes 
appearing in tho San Francisco press wero in a colum ontitled "Memos 
te the Editor from DELAPHANE” rezirding a pair of pants or coat SMITH 
sent out to be pressed and which ha claimed wore returned burned. 
DELAPHANE also reported SMITH's “poor show . « « in the Palace lobby 
e «© e” DELAPHANE mentioned REN/Ta LEGANT as SMITH's sesretary and 
said he askod her if her joc wac fur deugh cr for "1 Labo: G love" ° 
LEGANT ansiz2red hin "labora lov.". ; 


? 


Puy svient to instructions “ron tho Detroit Fio.c Division, 
no surveillance or active invest igeticn was conducted of SHITH's : 
activities by Bureau Agents. voveraso was entiroly through informants, 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


THE LOS ANGELES FIELD DIVISION — 


AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIS: Will follow SMITH's activities 
at Los Angeles and will advise San Franoisco Field Division when he 


= returns to San Francisco. 


. ‘ 
=~ ' : 


THE SAN FRANCISCO FIELD DIVISION 


iL 


ee 


ata l eens 5 


22! ATs SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIas Upon receipt of the complete 


report of ey ©: repo:t any additional Lb 
information wh 8 nov contained in inis reporte . 


v 


Will also follow through informezts any activities of SMITH 


4 
fares 





upon his return to San Francisoo.s \ 
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Re: GERALD L. as on 


| { 

Director, FBI a | \ S / 
ey 

AMERICA FIRST PARTY ) 

i 


INTERNAL SECURITY = G a a 
SEDITION | a. 


whose identities are known to the Bureau, for the pe dod 
from June l, 19d. to June 3, 1945, 


“It is to ‘be noted that no information was 
received from these informants due to the fact that the 
Subject of instant case has been out of town for the last 
two monthe and no activity has taken place at his office 
or home. However, in view of the fact that these informants 
will be valuable sources of information when the Subject 
does return, it is suggested that the services of these 
informants be contimed, 


L egarsaTiON CONTAINED Very truly yours, 
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; ALL INFOMATION CONTAINED = fec 
! HERE IC NSLASSI- iE) <page 
DATE _24/ee BY sPrercraee Stem 
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SECURITY MATTER p ¢ ‘ 
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(Bureau file 62-43618) bai (e 
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ear Sir: ZL 90 
h the substance of infomation 
tained fro whose identity is known to the 
Bureau, for 6, 1944, inclusive. 





informant advised Sub ject SMITH is sending $100.00 to In- 
ternal Revenue to apply on a tax lien filed by the Internal Revenue Depart-— 
ment against him and on July 6, 1944, Subject's wife planned to send a check 
for $300.00 to pay additional taxes. (Probably the balance due on the 
filed by Internal Revenue. ) _ Ord: 







.-.-: Subject has had difficulty over a meeting place ™ 

in Chicago, I 8, for his meeting on Sunday, June 25, and that it was 

necessary to change the meeting place to the Hamilton Hotel as the original 

meeting place, the Stevens Hotel, had refused the SUITH party. SMITH remarked 

that the meeting held in Chicago was a sen made the front page in i 

the newspapers there. He also arranged fo to be in Chicago prior il 
ie 







to the meeting and for also to a ® 


Informant related P-: the Ford Motor Company was | 
attempting to have SMITH buy the back pag his publication as a tribute HANDi.T: | 
to FORD and that he would reserve the back page for SMITH as it would be a STOP DE*: 
more praninent position. 220 RECORDED & INDEXED G2 seas “ye eo woes a 


stated Subject has rented the Room_of “the gepoit? 
Olt, Michigan, Friday, July 14, et Which tint $he 
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Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, was. 
ee July 8, 1944 AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
ays INTERNAL SECURITY - G, et al. 


will hold a Detroit meeting for approximately 350 people. 


Informant advised Subject has been oon or 
the Farmers' Gujld, Mrs 8ROnN, and [4 | 
hitago, ee 


H ha ¢C j and is planning to call a 
convention for the AMERICA FIRST PARTY at St, Louis, Missouri, some time in 
August to consider the wisdom of nominating a president and vice-president, 
and he is considering a possible change of his headquarters to Chicago, 


Illinois. 







Informant related SMITH had a COD package with $201.00 due 
which is probably the Winchell books, and also stated Subject had spent con- 
siderable time at Delavan, Wisconsin, which is the home of his mother. 


Very truly yours, 
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Federal Rureau hf Investigation 


Rnited States artment of Justice 
Detroit, Michigan 


or : August 20, 2944 ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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Director, FEI DATE role/, BY iy Whe. 
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Re; GERALD L. K. SMITH, was 
AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
INTLRNAL SECURITY - G 
SECURITY MATTER 
SEDITICN 
(Bureau file 62-43818) 
























Dear Sir: 
Throug whose identity is 
known to the B Us oe en ascertained that the America 
First Party is holding a national convention in Detroit on 
August 29 and 30, 1944. 
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Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, was 
August 10, 1944 AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
INTERNAL SECURITY = G 
SECURITY VATTER 
SEDITION 
(Bureau file 62-4,3818) 





i The foregoing is being submitted for your information 


only. 


For the benefit of the St. Louis Field Division, reference 
et out for your division in report of Special 
ated July 28, 1944, at Detroit, 


is mad 
Agent 
Michi 







bh 





In view of the above information, you should disregard 
the lead set out. 


Very truly yours, 
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} SAC, Detroit August 25, 19); 
\ er John Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Buresu of Investigation 


GERALD L, KX. SQTH 
THE AF'RIGA FIRST PARTY 
Hit gm Mer XNTERRAL SECURITY 1 eee Pes ome, ew IN re we le Be 


nar 


You will yecall that accerding to information received, subject 
Saith plans to hold ea “national eonventian® of kis America at 
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: ‘ 
In the even attends the convention or b?e ea. 
makes any sort of the Burcan would, of course, like to hs 
have the benefit of any information concerning hr activities or efforte ~ 
which you may be able to secure through your informants and socrces of bh 
information in this matter. How-wer, with reference to your general 
coverage of this scheduled convention, the Burean desires that you exercise . 
the utmost caution and discretion, especially inasmc: as this particular & 
meeting of the so-called America First Party is agsertedly for political 
purvoses, In securing information relative to what takes place, it is = 
suggestec that you merely rely on your conf! dential sources en¢-informants t 
who have in the past apparently been able to give you a complete and thorough _! 
coverage of Smith's activities,  . a a oe ss L. 
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to the effect 
1944, Subject 
forthe Mi gh School 


All ‘the Detroit newspapers carried atietes 
that at a meeting of the Detroit School Board en August 8, 
Was granted permission to hold political rallies at the No 
Auditorium on Angust 29 and 30. The Burean has previo: 

the fact that the National Convention of the 
held in Detroit on these dates, ; 
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Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases; 
dated August 12, 194, AMERICA FIRST PARTY; 


INTERNAL SECURITY = G; 
SECURITY MATTER; SEDITICN 





Through 


ose identity is know 272 
to the Bureau, it has 


vention head 
Ly 
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The foregoing is being submitted for information only, 
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aera ae Federal Bureau of Investigation . 
oF | United States Bepartment of Justice 
a | etroit, Michizan 
or SS ar yea ena 
a | r LASSli 
1S WERE: 1S Uke y s2s6rTek 
.Director, FBI DAT ep eB 


O 
panes Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases 
Eee, es O AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
: INTERNAL SECURITY - G 





ya SEDITION 


(Bureau file 62-43818) 


Dear Sir: 


Reference is made to Bureau letter dated June 27, 1944, re- 
questing the Detroit Field Office to furnish the Was ton Field Office with 
information in the Detroit files pertaining to 


In the r 


1944, at Detroit, it appeare ITH, havi 
been recommended to SLOTH by of Minneapolis, Winnesota, 


aecedty was the ghost writer for Miss RANKIN of Montana in her sagas 


in 4 = sje AS) ONG tecorc or HS ome Aue sti ela ats a¥at ali 











dated March 27, 




















DOO quantities by severa/ 


isolationist Congressmen, | SEP PPRERReEEAL DING © 


ee 


- , In a letter from the St. Louis Field Division to the < 
se Bureau da a ormation ebtained through a surveillance 
i indicates de some very pointed comments about the FBI 














and both rt in a SMITH convention and urged SMITH to 
accept the nauliatien for president of the AMERIDA FIRST Party and to hold i 
a convention nominating the aac before serving an ultimatum on the 


Republican Party. nM RECORDS? Ge. 4BUG- S Lok 


In Bureau letter dated ane e 18 othe Ddtroit Office 
mish information con¢érnjy waco hee, been 
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was requested 
identified as 
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The information fumished by Lome 
nterview with him has prévidUsly been I urtits 
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Letter to the Bureau Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases 
duly 8, 1944 AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G, et al 










In a letter dated April 20, 19 the Detroit Field . 
ointed out that is undoubtedly b7e 
identical with 







LID 
L70 
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In a report by Special Agent 
t Detroit, erp enitia it is mentioned th 







ey, (a 


he Detroit Field Office hoe 
information a 
o furnish 


information to him ING for use sedition 


trial. The information uest meeting in New York in October 
of 1938 arranged by stated Dr. EDVARD LODGE 
CURHAN, Internation ic Tru oclety, Reverend NORMAN VINCENT PEALE 


(who delivered the invocation) and Major General BYRNES were on the platform 
at this meeting. 







DI 





In "A long statement by G. L. K. Smith — McWilliams - 
Buroker ~ Dilling and others" dated March 16, 1944, which the Detroi 
Division received as an inclosure with the report of Special cent SD 
hPa at New York City, there appears information to ec 
anti-Semite American and that 


» the two being astute stu 
peared to be over 
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Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases 
July 8, 1944 AMERICA FIRST PARTY 


INTERNAL SECURITY - G. et al, 
a Lk a 
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Fomiviy gone TO Le 5 OTe 
& two weeks there attemtifie to get through to Henry Ford informatio 
which would happen to Ford_and : this occasion got 


TN 











concerning sameth 
through only t and: on each occasi assured him that Ford 


would not be in ° | 





In connectidn with this 


| remarked "SMITH's roams j|,7~’ 
no were wired for sound by the FBI .and that 'th 


ose boys never overlook a bet, 





The statement continues that 





The above is a sumiary of all jnformmation found in the ; 
files of the Detroit Field Division conce hd c- 





Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases 
ae July 8, 1941, AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
eee INTERNAL SECURITY — G, et al 


een en te enya, 


ted out that the infomation 
s highly confidential in- 





attributed above to 


paige formation and extrem e@ used not to permit the source of this 
guir information to be disclosed outside the Bureau as it undoubtedly would reveal 
“4h, the identity of the Informant and terminate a valuable source Of information 


in instant case. 





Vexy, truly yours, 


Loe 





cc - Washington Field 
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Director, FBI | Baas 
Re: GERALD L. c.“anrs, with aliases; hae 
C AMERICA FIRST PARTY; = we 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G3 | een 


ADA ro pre af. mero 7 ‘ ; a> 


TH... Tra ra 
SECURITY MATTER = SEDITION 


Dear Sir: - 






t out below the pertinent information obtained | 
whose identity is known to the Bureau, for 1 
oug st 10, 1944. bi 


Fo 


nart in the ficht acai net. WALLACE eat tha Namnnrratin Natianal Canva an 4a 


re w at n Waaw #2 fiiv we Seis YY Id Wis J Ud OVA LIV WIIG YW TO Wade Wid BOE 


Chicago for his nomination of the Vice President of the United States and 
in this connection put out a circular at the convention cea ated showing 
Vice President WALLACE'S connections with STALIN and SIONFP/HITIVAN. Also 
he (SMITH) put out a circular relative to j/ALLACE'S philosophy on mey 


Informant says that Subject claims to have taken a very active 
nt ft 





marriage of negroes and whites. 


Informant advised that DON“LOHBECK is probably going to take 
the place presently occupied by BenNARD OYAN as SMITH'S secretary, and that 
LOHBECK is now in Detroit working ® with STITH making a atudy of all the elec- 
tion laws of the various states, and further, that LOHBECK is to be set up 
in the Detroit headouarters of the AQERICA FIRST PARTY getting out credentials 
amd doing other work. 


Subject has been in contact « Washington, 
D. Ce, a the above period of time, according nt. Informant | 
says tha has been making a survey of the changes in the election 
laws of tates with reference to the Soldiers' Vote. Informant ad- 
vised further that laims to have gotten inside the war Department LJ 
where he ascortaingwewner vasualties are po averaging five thousand a day. 4 
p . A mutual friend in 
; believed to be in 
: ormant also says tha 
8 claimed to have heard. from source that "they" are very 
disgruntled with the way everything was being handled, in ref- 
erence to the pending sedition trial. 
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latter to the Director Re: GERAID L. EK. SMITH, with aliases; 
August 15, 1944 AMERICA FIRST PARTY} 

INTERNAL SECURITY — G; 

SECURITY MATTER - SEDITION 


Informant advised that during the above period of time SMITH 
had been in contact with Senator ROBERT/REYNOLDS and that the Senator claimed 
to have told a reporter from the ChicagO Sun that he had no qualms about be- 
ing one hundred per cent for everything that SMITH is for; further, about 
August 2, 1944, that the Senator had expressed himself to the effect that he 
was about to support the Republican ticket because he did not want to support 
the New Deal, but that he had decided that he would rather have ROOSEVELT 1} 
than a » and that in his opinion DEXEY is a "dead pigeon", \ 


toy 


On July 28, 1944, according to Informant, Subject reported to 
the 'Apsociated Press that he had sent a telegram to Governor TH(MAS E. DEWEY’ 
at Albany, New York, in substance as follows: ; 
FIn the Light of your condemnation of Congressman HAXILTON 
—— you be interested in replying to the following questions: 


Do you agree with Governor BRICKER in his bid for the support 
of my followers and myself? — 


2. Do you oppose the re~slection of such America First republicans 
as Congressman CLAIRE HOFFMAN, Senator GERAID P. NYE, Senator 
RORERT A. TAFT, and Congressman ROY WOODRUFF, and other such 
America First nationalists who have sopken and voted through 
the years the same as HAMILTON FISH? 


3. Do you realize that you have broken tradition in interfering 
with a Congressional primary? 


4. Do you propose to interfere in Congressional districts with the 
people's right to nominate their own candidates for Congress? 


5. If you practice the purge system such as practiced by Mr. ROOS#- 
VELT before election, ae could we expect of you if elected?" 


Informant further ei that uz TSN, editor of the 
State Journal, Madison, Wisconsin, told SKITH on about July 28, 1944, that 
he had editorially given an ultimatum to DEVEY in substance to the effect 
that DEWsY should repudiate unequivocally BRICKER'S welcome to SMITH so 
that 4t would conform to DEWEY'S previous refusal of SMITH so that 
republicar voters of his section would know that DEVEY will not tolerate 
any traffic with any of SMITH'S following or that his (MATSON'S) public 
would withdraw their support of DEWEY. 
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Ietter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases; 
August 15, 1944 AMERICA FIRST PARTY; 
INTERNAL SECURITY = G; 

SECURITY MATTER - SZDITION 


In further reference to DEVEY'S attack on HAMILTON FISH, In 
formant says that SMITH is of the opinion that DEWEY will give "3FzVE", DAY 
"the same dose", this comment having been made to Captain KARL*}SOUTHARD of 
Chicago, Illinois, according to Informant. Informant also said ‘that Captain 
SOUTHARD advised to the effect that he had talked with one of the partici- 
pants in the sedition trial who told him that he thinks it will "blow up" 
soon, amd further that Captain SOUTHARD has advised SYITH that a new page is 
being added to "Forty Years of ROOSEVELT" which he believes SMITH will like 
very much, 


Informant advised that on or about July 31, 1944, Subject 
made the following press release to the wire service representatives in 
Detroit: 


"For the first time in history a party officially and 
legally qualified as the AMZRICA FIRST PARTY meets today in a 
state convention in Detroit. 


®The call was issued by BERNARD f. as secretary 
at the instigation of GERAID L. K. SMITH, national director of 
the newly-formed AMSRICA FIRST PARTY. DUAN said, "Delegates 
have qualified from sixty-two Michigan counties. i:e shall nomi- 
nate many candidates for office including all state officers, 
presidential electors and candidates for the state legislature.' 


MGERALD L. K. QIITH, interviewed at the convention head- 
Quarters in Detroit at the Detroit-Leland Hotel, said, ‘Our people 
cannot swallow the New Deal or anything that looks or sounds like 
ROOSEVELT, * , 


"Governor DziizY has told the world that he will not ac- 
cept our support, in fact, in his April fourth speech he virtually 
called for the liquidation of our three million constituents, DEvVe 
EY'S attack on Congressman HAMILTON FISH, one of the nation's lead- 
ing America Firsters, makes it imperative that we lay the foundation 
for a dynamic Nationalist Party in America. 


"?tTt is possible that we may not nominate for Vice Presi- 
dent,' said SWITH, ‘because of the popularity of Governor JOHN 
BRICKER among our people,.? - .. 


Letter to the Director Re: GERAID L. XK. SMITH, with aliases; 
August 15, 1944 -_ AMERIC/ PoPST FIRTC; f 
° INTERNAL SECURITY = G; 
SECURITY MATTER = SEDITION 


"Today we will choose someone to be the America First 
candidate for President in Michiran, with the understanding that 
whomsoever we name today for President will defer if necessary to 
the candidate nominated by our national convention when it meets 
the fourth week in August." 


Informant said that SMITH purposely had Governor BRICKER 


“nominated for Vice President by the AVSRICA FIRST PARTY at its Michigan State 


Convention on Aurust 1, 1944, with the thought that he would necessarily not 
accept the nomination. On the same day Governor BRICK=R, according to the 
United Press dispatch, did refuse the nomination in words as, "I will not 
accept such a ridiculous offer. JI shall not permit my mame to be used in 
any such connection." Purther, Informant said that according to the United 
Press in reference to Governor BRICKER'S nomination, Governor DEVEY had stated, 
"The report that America First has nominated SMITH and BRICKER is a smear, 
GERALD SKITH is one of those rebel-rousers who, like ADOLPH HITLER, makes 
racial prejudice his stock and trade. This contemptible attempt to associ~ 
ate himself with Governor BRICKER ia a sinister attempt to amear the Repub- 
lican candidate for Vice President." 


Informant ge that in response to the statements made by 
Governors BRICKER and Da‘EY, SMITH had issued a statement to the United 
Press in substance as epee 


"The comment of Governor DEVEY and Governor BRICKER concern— 
ing the action of the AMSRICA FIRST PARTY proves to my complete satisfaction 
the need for the AMERICA FIRST PARTY as the true voice of nationaliam in 
America. I observe that Mr. DEVEY, who seems so touchy concerning America 
First matters, has endorsed for Congress against HAMILTON FISH the same can 
didate which is being supported by EARL BROVDER. The truth is out at last. 
DEXEY'S attack on HAM FISH assures beyond doubt the fact that ROOSEVELT, 
WILLKIE, DEVEY, and BRODER are in the same bed together, They all opposed 
FISH and supported BENNETT. The same gang fights GERALD L. K. SWITH. I am 
not afraid to take them all at once. J'11 have plenty of help when the boys 
come home," 


Further in reference to Governor BRICKER it was stated that 
SETH released the statement, "In repudiating our cordial support, he has 
displayed the same weakness as when he capitulated to DEWEY at Chicago. If 
DEEY can control him now he can control him if, by accident, he is elected.® 
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iatiees to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases; 
August 15, 1944 AMERICA FIRST PARTY; 

INTERNAL SECURITY ~ G; 

SECURITY MATTER = SEDITION 


~ 


Informant also said that the executive camiittee of the 

Nationalist Party in the State of Michigan caucused on the night of 
August 1, 1944, and that the committee was under the charge of BERNARD 
A. DOMAN, and that a leading Coughlinite (according to SMITH), HARRY A. _ 
Gimn, of St. Henry, Ohio, was chosen as Vice President, Informant further 

d that according to SMITH, ROWER has been leader of the National Union 
for Social Justice and is also a member of the Farmers Guild; that ROWER is 
& prominent merchant and farmer and presided over a meeting, which SMITH 
described as dramatic, in Greenville, Ohio, where SMITH addressed some seven 
thousand farmers. Informant said that on notification, ROMER had accepted 
the nomination. 


i Informant says that several days after Governor BRICKER had 
declined to accept the nomination of himself as the candidate for Vice Presi- 
dent by the ANERICA FIRST PARTY in Michigan, GVITH had explained that BRICKER 
had been nominated to hold his people together; that they had felt that they 
could entrust their welfare to BRICKER and by forcing him into a repudiation, 
it kept the AMERICA FIRST group in a solid body. 


: ‘ 
Informant said that SMITH had advised coptain Bye SOUTHARD 
to the effect that he had received a telegram signed WILLIAMMGRAY, secretary 
of the Republican National Revival Committee severely criticizing his 
(SMITH'S) publicized "Red Hearing" regarding the DZ\EY-FISH controversy. 

In this connection Informant stated that SMITH referred to GRAY as being 
Captain EARL SOUTHARD'S *buddy*, 


According to Informant, on August 2, 1944, SMITH made the 
following release to the United Press in Detroit, "I accuse Governor 
T. E. DEWEY of being the first Presidential Gandidate in history in making 
a political issue out of the Jewish question. By introducing the Jewish 
question into national politice he does the Jewish race a grave injustice. 
He becomes the super—demagogue in using this technique to hold the support 
of the large Jewish vote in New York. The Jewish issue was not mentioned 
or discussed at the convention of the AMERICA FIRST PARTY." 







advised that the national convention of the AMERICA 51D 
FIRST PARTY e held August 29 and 30, 1944, and that the headquarters 
will be in the Detroit—Leland Hotel, and that two big sessions will be held 
in the auditorium of the Northern High School in Detroit, and that Subject 


~ weer? J 


letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases; 
August 15, 1944 AMERICA FIRST PARTY; 
= INTERNAL SECURITY = G; 
SECURITY MATTER - SEDITION 


contemplates bringing in about two thousand delegates from forty-eight | 
Btates to attend the convention. Informant further said in connection with 
the convention that STITH will be one of the speakers and a good part of hie 
address at the convention will be devoted to the statement of THQLAS E. 

DE“nY at Springfield, Ohio, and that SMITH, in this speech, intends to chal- 
lenge DEWEY to face the real issue of nationalism and internationalism, that | 
eventually DEWEY will have to decide between the philosophy of WENDELL WILLKIE 
and GERALD NYE which he cannot evade by attacking SMITH and introducing the 
race question. Informant also said that other speakers at the national con 
vention will be Captain EARL SOUTHARD of Chicago and Vice Presidential Nomi- 
hee HARRY ROUER. 


t said that Subject had been in contact on several 
during the above and that on about 
July 29, 1944, dvised SMITH tha honetic) was go=- 
ing to be indicte New York Ollowing wee 
to be extortion; further, that d said that 


at all. According to ormant ng to New York where 
he intended to see further advised that 
one of the nineteen s to go to the national convention CA 


FIRST PARTY in the State of Michigan to vote for the Presidential candidates. 















occasions with 



















ormant also etated that SMITH had discussed 
that in response to his ingut: earning 
indicated that not know and had seen him 
casions with a Infor: is connection further 
said that according to SLOTH ed to be a Communist but had turned ~ 
against the Communists and e some investigative work for the Ford 





with 




























or Company. Informant also said that 5 man whose name he believed to be 
ees : 2 


however, the name may have - advised Subject concern 

y the last name o in » that there is a warrant out 
on a charge of regard to the gir as attached to 
Informant further said that accordin the girl had 
was all a frageup, and further that e girl were both 
working for the anti~Nazi that the Gover of his cor- 
respondence, Both SVITH re in agreement cna no good 
énmd is probably guilty of th ion charge. 
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Letter to the Director Re; GERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases; 
August 15, 1944 : AMERICA FIRST PARTY; 

INTERNAL SECURITY = G3 
SECURITY MATTER = SEDITION 


Informant stated that the Board of Education of the City of 
Detroit had ruled that SMITH could not use the school's auditorium until he 
appeared in person before the school board, and that in accordance with this, 
Subject SMITH appeared before the Board of Education on August 8, 1944, at 

which meeting the Soard voted to permit Subject and his organization to use 

the auditorium of the Northern High School for the national convention on 

August 29 amd 30, 1944. The Informant further advised that SMITH claimed 

that the Board of Education had been used 4s a sounding board to attack the 
patriotism and American integrity of himself and his compatriots and that the 
"Commies" were active in trying to keep him from getting the echoo orm 

ant further said that a member of the board by the last name o baw 
articularly attacked Subject and that afterwards Subject had r to 

as being a "little tyke". 









By a release given to the United Press, it was announced that 
the buffalo had been chosen as the symbol of the AMERICA FIRST PARTY and 
that Washington is the vignette of the Party and will appear on America First ~ 
ballots, according to information supplied b 42D 


Informant said that a release was made to the United Press in 
regard to Subject's views as follows: "Concerning U. S. Senate race in New 
York State, SMITH emorses IvVaS. ‘If Governor DEWEY and the Republican 
State Committee of New York endorse \;cNDELL “ILLKIE for U. S. Senate, we . 
America Firsters will support IVcS. I am informed that Mr. IVES was active 
in the New York chapter of the America First Committee." 


Informant further advised that an individual, allegedly being 

Yr. HAYES, a writer for the McClure Syndicate, had contacted RAYMOND A. 
YAVARTINEZ "a negro attorney in Detroit, concerning an ticle appearing in the 

etroit News about MARTINEZ's association with the ro Nationalist Society 
of America. MARTINEZ referred to a proposal made eg SMITH to the effect that 
Britain and France released millions of square miles of land in Africa to be 
made available free for negro colonization, Informant said that MARTINEZ 
claimed that the article concerning himself in the Detroit News (wherein © 
MARTINEZ attacked SVITH'S position and disclaimed SMITH'S connection with 
his group) was substantially correct; MARTINEZ claimed that he had been 
working on this idea himself since 1930 and that in 1938 he had prepared 
a bill which BILBOA had introduced in Congress and that when the negro press 
found out about BILBOA'S connection, it immediately attacked both him and 





Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases; 
August 15, 1944 AMERICA FIRST PARTY; 
INTERNAL SECURITY — G; 
SECURITY MATTER ~ SEDITION 


the bill. MARTINEZ claimed that other negroes had "jumped" on him concerr- 
ing SMITH'S position and told him that they would run into plenty of trouble 
Wty SMITH endorsed "this proposition". 


\ Informant said that Subject is an admirer of a Mr. STILLE 
4 in Chicago and that STILLE was going to give some lectures for SMITH. 


Informant said that he had information to the effect that 


either Mr. or Mrs. SMITH may be using A gasoline ration coupons supplied 
by BERNARD DOKAN. 


Informant also advised that there is a contemplated meeting 
for Sunday, August 27, 1944, of a large group of farmers to be addressed 
by both SHITH and HARRY ROMER, although Informant was unable to furnish the 
hour or place of the proposed meeting. 


It is to be noted that Captain EARL SOUTHARD in Chicago, ac- 
cording to Informant, has expressed some concern over receipt of his mail 


because he is a little suspicious of one of the men handling some of his 
mail. 


Very truly yours, 
KU Grete, 
IN, SAC 


R. A. 


a 
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


PER:OD FOR 
WHICH MADE 


L. K. SMITH, with aliesos; ee | 
renin a ce - = = pot FT OF pais 


. Rally held at Greenville, Chie 6/l/ik 
SYNOPSIS OF FACTF, attended by approximately 1500 te 
2000. Rally sponsored by Farmers 
@uilé,. GMITH speke for about 1 hour 
demanding recognition of the America 
First ideals by the Republicans, 
stating ctherwise they would exter 
the Presidential cempaign as a third 
partys declared LINDBSERGH and WHEELER 
might be their candidates; eriticized 
entire ROOSEVELT femily; eluined 
ROOSEVELT wished to be President of 
the world and his sen President of the 
United Statees; stated the United 
States spent more. momey on this war 
than ell other nations combined. Mrs,» _ 
FRNESN\LUEDEEN end CHARLES “BI NDERUP 
also spoke at re 


Letter from Detroit de 
Report of Special Agent ba 
dated 6/9/L, at Detroit, 


DETAILS AT GREENVILLE, OHIO bo o 


reported that a rally of the 
aporica First Party was held at the Darke rgrounds at about 2:30 P.M., 


en June lL, Ken Be informed that the capacity ef the Fairgrounds ie approxie 
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» 


re ‘2600, and he estimted that it was about one-half Dba In his : 
estimation there was a maximm of 1500 people present, He informed that the 
moeting was conducted by HARRY OMERRe He stated that ROMER opened the 
mecting and camented bitterly on vewspeper articles published prior te 
the meeting, end the efforts of the American Legion to deny the use of the 
Fairgrounds to the America First Party for this mectinge referred to the 
American Legion as “Two-bit politicians™. 


Ee ..:: thet SMITH epoke and that he stated [70 
since we are in war we must win; that we must bring our boys back to 
this country after the war and not leave them to police Europe. SMITH 
quoted several figures regarding the cost of the war and said America was 
paying more for this wer than all the other nations combined. He further 
stated that if the Republican Party continued its trend toward Internationale 
diem the Americe First Party would have to run e candidate of their om in the 
coming Presidential election. He said the Americe First Party are 

Mati neliste and thet the first Haticnalist was GEORGE WASHINGTON. le 
criticized the Administration and the entire ROOSEVELT femily. Informant 
stated it appeared to him that SMITH criticized everybody but HITLER. 


Lae 


‘ 
me OG 


SMITH also epoke vigorously for the right of free 
speech in this country, and then aseailed WALTER WINCHELL and DREWAPEARSOR, 
etating thet these columists should be put off the air and should not be 
allowed to write propaganda such as is published in the newspapers. 


oe 
reported that the rallyeat ‘4 ~ 
the Darke County Fairgrounds wes oonducte he Farners Guild for the 


America First Party, and that it started about 2:30 P.M., June , 19,43 that 
estimated between 1500 and 2000 people were present. He said that HARRY 

ROMER conducted the meeting and opened it by speaking about the trouble they ‘they 
had obtaining the Fairgroundse He spoke for a short time regarding the newse 
paper opposition to the America First Party and referred to several of the 
newspapers in this vicinity as "Hari" newspapers. He then introduced 0. Le 

HART, head of the Farmers organization in this vicinity, who spoke for a few 
minutes and mde sa plea for all farmers to get behind the Jmerica Firet Party. - 





JAMESS iIX, also a member cf the Farmers Guild, was the 
next speaker. Hie talk was ai nly on the subject of free speech and stated 
he could not understand the Americen Legion's attitude in opposing the 
meeting, as he understood this organization always advocated free speech in 
the United States, 


Mrs. ERNEST LUNDEEN, widow of the former Minnesota > .. 
Senator, was the next speaker, end she epoke for about thirty mimites, mainly 
defending her hueband's stand as an isolationist, and generally in favor of 
the America First Party and its principles. | 


“oe 








100-6112 


ROMER then filled in with a few impromptu remarks and 
introduced the main speaker, GERALD L. K. SMITH, who spoke for about an hour, 
Be opened his address by telling the peeple nct to applaud; that he would 
indicate to them when they should applaud. Me then criticised the local 
power company for feilure to furnish power for the loud speaking system. He 
stated that they had te run a line for 1/) ef a mile to a nearby farmhouse 
to obtain power. Hy informed that if the Republicans failed to heed the 
warning of the fmerica Pirst Party and continued their trend toward Intere 
nationalien, the Amerioa First Party would have to place candidates of their 
own in the field for the next Presidential election. He stated thet 
LINDBERGH and WHEELER would probebly be candidates for their party. 


SMITH stated that thie country was in the war; that we 
wanted to win it and bring our boys back after the wars that we must not 
leave them cover in Europe to police the world. He vigorously oriticized the 
entire ROOSEVELT femily and stated that Presient ROOSEVELT wished to de 
President of the wrld, end wanted his son to be President of the United 
States. SMITH made several general remarks criticising the Administration, 
and his remarks indicated he believed everything being done now was being 
done wrong, amd he atated if the Republicans did act intend to take any action 
to remedy this situation the America First Party would have to step into the 
breache 


SMITH said the expenses of the meting would be about 
$1500, and he made a plea for eontributions of at leact $1 or $2 in the 
collection taken upe Envelopes were passed out and he told the gathering 
to put their money in the envelope so that they could save America. He 
seid “Your dollars will be worth good money in ten years instead of nothing". 
He also said the United States was spending more money in this war than all 
the rest of the nations combined. Informant stated that a mmber of people 
left the Fairgrounds when the collection started. 


8MITH also stated that the so-called heads of the 
American Legion had mo authority to criticise him or denounce him, as there 
was nothing in their National Convention in the form of a resolution against 
hia. 


Be said he would be back in Greenville again and would 
speek “if they kill me“. SMITH ooncluded his remarke, and the next and 
final speaker was CHARLES BINDERUP, BINDERUP omfined most of his remarks 
to the money system in this country and advocated the control of the money 
by the Americans and not by International bankers. 


Informant stated that the majority of the audience 
consisted of farmers and that he observed only two servicemen in the crow. 
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“Clippings of newspaper artioles sccesbee in the 


Greenville Daily Advocate and the ee Ohio sournad are being forwarded 


to the Detroit oes Division. “siete ee Sin a . 


a 


ar. 
- . ~ 


ee le in the Cincinnat! Meld Office 
shows that stated he had attended a meeting of 
the Farmers e This meeting was held at the 


Public Library. He stated thet "the meeting hed been widely ciroularized ani 
the generel public invited to attend. Therefore he and a fairly represen- 
tative group of the citisenry of Greenville had attended this meeting out 
of curiosity. 


- ee to his knowledge the group still holds 
periodical me he believes thev have been refused the use of 
several halle and the meetings are usually held in different locations. He 


said that ardiners}y meetings are ettemied by approximately 50 regular 
members e oy 


Gaap...:.: that the program of the meetings referred to 
impressed him as strongly anti-Semitic, antie~Administration, and antie 


Communist, and strongly opposed to the purohase of United States War 
Savings Bonds. He advised that the meeting was opened with a statement to 
the effect that the purpose of the organize s to organise the people 
for action when the appropriate time comes, nt on to say that th 
speakers of the meeting were in acoord with ove mentioned sentiments 







expressed, and also discussed the financial policy of the United States 
Government, deploring the system of International uking, of which they 
portrayed the United States to be a victim. JOHN E./NUATERS was the 
principal speaker along the above lines, 


scream an Etat 
° Farmers stated that he was late for this mecting ani 


therefore missed the eae ineoeen| sedate aati the paryone of the 
Farmers Guild. He he Farme 


na ES I ate LS 








heiositural Peacras:; and said that one , of the speakere who was hoe 
olently anti-Russian compared present Agricultural Program with th * 
Russian Five-Year Plan, and made the statements "We Americans are all 


es that JOHN E. WATERS, who spoke as 0 | 
financial expert, came on, Ohio, to the best of his knowledge, } 
and was sponsored by the Constitutional Educational League of Hartford, 
Connectioute  —— - 


ole 








(- 3 raed 
. oa ; tf 
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further stated that he had no information 
in his possession indicating any emection between the Faruers 
@uild and GERALD L. K. GMITH, He described Darke County, Ohio as 
reactionary Republican, strongly susceptible to the influence of such groups 
as the Farmers Guild and America Pirst Party. 





ee It is noted that this Farmers Guild was very active in 
eae the rally held by the America First Party at Greenville, Ohio, June 4, 1%, 





Gee ENCLOSURES TO THE DETROIT FIELD DIVISION: sheets containing newspaper 
elippings regarding instant 
mooting of dmcrica First Party 








‘ ad REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN « 


Se 






' 7 See OE ort . “s © 
. 7 . aa - 7. - - eS woh . 
7 Pa , . i Pe Se . . : a - oe 
. - toe . . . : * . - . ‘. : 
. = - we “ Fy a : = wee = -' 
~ - 
. . -. 
' ‘+ 
: : 
’ . ~ 
, . * 





“ 2 ow . - - = INFORMANTS a al -~ "Pr <7 5 otal We sedis ; Siw ato se 











a ere See | eee eee ee ee ce ea es rey jefe ct 


er . b 


oa Sig amy ; - a OSS Ra 
ee ite C. 
camaut'e ech 


‘. (Ab a i 
ee John Edgar Hoover - - Director, Pelerad Borom of Tuveattoxtion 


GERALD L, K. SRTTH, was; The AM RICA FIRST PARTY 
DITEMIAL SECURITY = Oy SECURIFY MATTER; mT 


ee as “4 i 


diesel fir poor Serth Snicrstien 14 he of ac, i, tees 





Ss a Cony of the investi gat! ve report suber Speci 

: : fr al 

7F Teremmagte, Satog em duly 2ey iol.” tafe report, you S11) Reta 
lbh. held et Greanville, Okio, on June L, 


ALL INFO "T° CONTAINED 
HEREIN JS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE___tols e>- BY ct. g6r7 ue 





Be Se ed se a ‘ 
oo Vi i) wae, = - 
se “, ; 4. a 


a. a Hi Co | fine 
=, JaCATIONS si ang a . ae 
VALE E p’ o> Poa r ( yas 


4-750 (2-7-79) 


zs 
a 


XXXXXKX 


XXXXXX 
XXXXXX 


XXXXXX 
XXXXKX 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET . 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) D D2 


with no segregable 
material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agencyfies) 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies), 


sas the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 








For your information: 





The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


ba-y¥ 7 oa 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
% DELETED PAGE(S) g 
¥ NO DUPLICATION FEE x 
xX FOR THIS PAGE 

MXXXXKAXKK KKK EKKKKR 


FBI/O0O J 


. Glavia 








Ladd a 
Nich 

“Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tracy 















































: gf ee. ve ‘Mr. Acers 
Ss ees, Shy Mr. Carson 
MATION CONTATSED Bey Mr. Harbo 

HEREIN 70 57 . SSUFIED ae Mr. Hendon 
EXCECT vino SHOWN Mr, Mumford 
OTHERWISH EE me ty Mr. Starke 

ae Lee sa mee Quinn Tamm 

i-232 lemma eo gee eR dae & care 





{ DETROIT 


12:20 PM EWT.. : 
DIRECTOR AND 8 ; 


NGTON . URGENT 


* as yn 


-NAP. GERALD vk. Guita, was Chuenien FIRST PARTY RYAN 2! 
SECURITY MATTERS, SEDETION. RETEL DETROIT TO YOU 
LAST. SUBJECT STAYING AT WILLARD HOTEL IN WASHIN 
SUBMITTED FOR YOUR INF@RMATION. GUERIN. 
12-20 PM OK FB! WASH MS 


WA 0722 FBI WA YKM 


Wahige ——— Pa bs 
= RECEIVED bY 42:42 PM EWT nae hy 





t 












~~ 
+ 
‘ 





* a 
nr 














ogee pe 
et ae aPe, wade Tee, % oo dnncelais say. SA ‘ete 





iy ! 
Ne Wake 










RY aaa 
yo oy Mr. BAT at 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 5 cued sie 











Orig DETROIT ~ : . = ey 
ade at : 


















/betrorn, MICHIGAN [7/28/44 = 139,20;7/9,10),| cok 4 
Tifle . ; oe cian 
, CERALD L. rOsrm, with aliases a ad Ge Mumford ...----- 

' ® pvERICA FIRST PARTY | 

ae Synopsis of Facte: 

a ? SMITH spent a great part of past aix weeks 

ae engaged in extensive tour of northeastern and 

es middle western states. Lien against SMITH for - i 

oe $405 filed in Federal Court for tax due from . 63 43 

ee 1941 income, Inmediate restitution made. SMITH'S BS 

ees use of Detroit public schools meeting facilities 

BE restricted because of action of Detroit Branch of “A_| 

*% the Civil Rights Federation. Damage suit for 

ae $100,000 Mled in New York Federal Court against 

$ SMITH for usurping title "AMERICA FIRST." Meet— 
ee I 8 ee dng of America First Committee on June 1, 1944 


ete shaccuca by ex—Congressman BINDERUP who dis- 
cussed national monetary matters. SMITH at this 'S 
ager denounced DEWEY and disclosed plans to form a 
Nationalist Congressional Committee with Senetor 





oe . 
= REYNOLDS as tituler head. st closed session in ee \ 
a6 A Detroit on July 14, 1944 SMITH revealed plans to + ara dew} 
_ actively oppose DEWEY and Republican Party ticket 7. % es 
ae ie end to organize a third party movement. Party will es 
‘_¥ eg bold a state convention in Detroit, July 31, 194k. ss = 
pase Plan to hold a national convention during August, : 

2 iy 19ld, possibly at St. Louis, Missouri. RALPH 
Pee a BAERUAN conferred with SMITH in Detroit four dsys 
oe in = 
8 3 ss ie ss Ae 
a REFPRENGsgTROYEReport of Special — June Fe ie, 
ees co 9, 1944, at Detroit, Mic ; i 
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DETAILS: At Detroit, Michigan: — 


This is a joint report of Special Agent L 

and the reporting Agent. The information set out in the 

unless otherwise designated, has been received fr 
whose identity is known to the Bureau. 





During the period May 22, 1944 to June 8, 1944 Informant 
advised that GITH had spent a very great portion of this period outside the 
city of Detroit conducting a number of speaking engagements in the east and 
middie west. SMITH owes on his income tax for the year 1941 $405 and the 
Internal Revenue Department made a demand upon him to submit a check for this 
amount immediately or further action would be taken by the Government to 
collect. (Detroit newspapers disclosed that the Intemal Revenue filed a lien 
4n Federal Court, probably in Detroit, ageinst SWITH for tax due on his 
1941 income. ) On June 4, 1944 a meeting of AMERICA FIRST followers was 
planned for the fairgrounds set Greenville, Ohic and in eddition to this, 
SMITH was attempting to rent a hall in Chicago for the night prior to the 
Republican Convention. 


The auditorium of the Northern High School in Detroit was 
rented by SMITH in the name of the Federation cf Americanization and tickete 
were issued in the name of :MERIC. FIRST. This provoked a controversy prompted 
by the CIO who contested SMITH'S right to have the use of a public auditorium. 
ff meeting wes held by the Board of Education, Detrait on June 6, 1944 at YL 
which time the CIO and other objecting parties steted thair contention in the 
meeting. SMITH was scheduled to have his say at a meeting on June 13, 1944. 
Six different groups at that time were protesting to the Board of Education 
on the use of a city suditorium by the GMITH group. SMITH ordered 1,000 to 
2,000 booklets of JOE CAMP, New York City and intends to distribute them to 
his key people as a premium for donations to his group. The circular 
accompanying these booklets reade somewhat as follows: 





wwith lotions of love....what most Americans can 

do without is giving aid and comfort to the enemy.., helping 
Hitler's divide and conquer strategy....and create disumity 
on the home front. What self-styled patriot is a pitiful 
Supe of Axis Agents? What gossiper's propaganda haa been 
branded as detrimental to the armed forces by Military In- 
telligence? What ex-Isclationist tried to claim credit for 

‘ starting World War IY? What loud-mouthed anti-Communist has 
helped the Communist osuse? What well-known know-it-all 
does not know when he was married? What malicious scandal 
monger has a scandal of his owm to worry about ?® 
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Z 
: e period mentioned above, June 8, 1944, 
SMITH contact of Milwaukee, Wisconsin; of Greenville, 
Ohio; HARR eti, Ohio; and Mrs. LUND t stated 


thet during this time SMITH'S mail had been better than usual d that ADTH 


is "OK" financielly; that SMITH is being sued for $100,000 in New York City 





to the Board before he would be issued a permit for the usa of any public 
euditorium; and considered that SMITH as Violated their rule with respect to 
commercializing school 


2 for using the name "America First." 

eee During the period above the Informant stated that to his 

ze knowledge the controversy with the Board of Education of the city of Detroit 
Bin over the use of the public echoole by SMITH had been postponed from from June 

a Be. 6, to June 13 to permit SMITH to appear and state his contentions. SMITH 

es feiled to appear on June 13, 1944, advising the Board of Sducation he was 

ae epgeking in Minneapolis. 8, Minnesota on that date. Thereupon the Board of 

a: Educetion postponed the date of his appearance once more, this time to June 

we 20 at which time SMITH again failed to appear ty reason of being out of tom. 

a The Board of Education proposed the resolution requiring GMITH to apply directly 









and an attorney by the name a - well 
izations, were active in objecting e use of 


Reverend L. L.J MARION of the Roegul-=r Republicans, had ordered 
spuciiers on the Lincoln Profit Bhering Plan fram Cleveland, Ohio. MARION had 
been requested by SMITH to be present in Chicago on June 25 to preside at the 
raliy for the Independent Republicans to be held at,the Grand Ballroom in the 
Stevens Hotel in Chicago on that date, 
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During the period mentioned above » SMITH had two ndertut! “a 
meetings at St. Paul and Minneapolis, Minnesota. They were forced to changs 
buildinga in St. Paul when the crow threatened to blow up the first one, but 
SMITH had a good crowd at the second building. SMITH hed made extensive 
plans for the pre-convention rally et the Grand Ballroom ir. the Stevens Hote. in 


pry 


f 7 Call 
Be tm mateo Rl RG AR a 8 BPs seen we ein. Be Se eet eee pa 





piatform et thia meeting. 








‘aa 


~ 8 kn PD ete A oe oe, eM Te ae 


ede oe al Pm n Reni adt PG eat WS a 





— | ; % 634 
ee ) oe | 494° 
ae De 62-1126 3 | | 


a? 


Chicago on June 25, 1944, Some 2,500 invitations were meiled out. The Hotel 
however, cancelled GMITH'S contract for the use of the ballroom since their 
agreement with the Republican National Committee required the Comnittee's 


approval before renting p public space to a private group during the pr rid of 


tae convention. oweves,: SMITH indicated his intentions to hold the meeting 
regardless, stating "We will fight; anything that happens will do us good." 





Informant stated that the Farmers Guild of 
SMITH to plan 8 meeting for them in the nesr future and that 
of Buffalo, New York had requested SMITH to conduct a meeting Buffalo some 
time during August with either Senator REYNOLDS or ex-Congressman BINDERUP to 
speak, La 


- 


i Mr. HANSBALL of a Detroit newspaper elo | 
* give him a running general story on the ratial issue. fils f the 
ated Ford Motor Company requested SMITH to place a congratulatory message his 
ee Legion Post publication in honor of HENRY FORD'S Bist birthday. The eee 


mart indicated thet SMITH intends to offer es a premium to his followers, 
publication known as "40 Years of Roosevelt." 















For the period June 23, through July 6, 1944 Informant ad- 
vised that SMITH had sent the Internal Revenue Department $100 to apply on 
the tax lien filed agsinst him and that another $300 was to be submitted by 
July 6th. During this time SMITH had some difficulty in obtaining e meeting 
place in Chicago for Jue 25. Arrangements were completed for the rally to be 
held in the Hamilton Hotel rather than the original meeting place, the Stevens 
Hotel. SMITH remarked that the meeting held in Chicago was a sensation ed he 


hed made the front page in all the newspapers there. 


During this iii pon | ey 
SEU ois Gu ueen ee 
i. FIRST P:RTY in St. Louis, Missouri some 


time in August and consider the wisdom ef nomineting a presidential and vice- 
presidential candidate. He is considering the possibility of changing his 


heedquarters from Detroit to Chicago, Illinois. 


During the period July 7 through July 24, 191. Dp bop 
aa .:::.-: that the post office was holding up the distributio ~ 
SMTITH'S magazine because of some question over SMITH'S combining two months 
4n one. During this time SMITH was contacted by who attempted to 
infivence SMITH to reach a compromise with the le mie Republican Party bIc 
which SMITH firmly refused to do, and in doing so, soundly denounced DEWEY, 
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* * Pt gigas, 

advised thet during the month of 62 
June, 1944 the Civil Rights Federation, an elleged Communist *front” in Detroit 

was very active in organizing opposition to SMITH. They used the Federation to . 
influence the Detroit Board of Education to forbid the use of public school 
auditoriums to SMITH. In this action the Civil Rights Federation claimed backing 

by the Detroit Council of Churches, the Catholic Church, the American National | 
League of Women Voters, the National Negro Congress, and the Detroit Jewish 





Council. 
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This informant stated that this opposition which was led 
by JACK RASKIN, Executive Secretary of the Civil Rights Federation who 
contacted many people to support the Federation in its actions, was not too 
successful. Many of these persons contacted by RASKIN indicated that 

they would not give their support in this movement because as long as no 
action had been taken against SMITH. by the FBI or the Department of Justice 
he, GMITH, should be granted the same rights ae any other individual. 
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ot ENCLOSURES To the Bureau: . 
. There are being forwarded to the Bureau as enclosures with 
this report copies of May and June-July issues of The Cross and the Flag, per- 
Sonal monthly messages of SMITH, and various pamphlets and other material 


distributed by SMITH to his followers at his meetings in Detroit, Michigan and 
rca Chicago, Illinois. 
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UNDEVELOPED IZADS 


- IN ACCORDANCE “ITH BUREAU INSTRUCTION, INVESTI- 
GATIVE REPORTS SUEMITTED IN THIS PARTICULAR CASE 
ARE NOT TO HE DISTRIBUTED TO OTHER GOVERNMENTAL 

BGENCTES 





THE CHICAGO FIELD DIVISION 
At Chicago, Illinois, will conduct appropriate investigstion 
of the AMERICA FIRST rally held in the Stevens Hotel on June 25, 1944 and sub~ 
mit the results of this aaNet Teobton in report forn. 


Will esnauek similar investigation of the AMERICA FIRST rally 
held in Chicago on July 17, 1944. 


THE ST. LOUIS FIELD DIVISION | ; 





At St. Louis, Missouri, will follow end report on activities 
of the Subject while in St. Louis. It is to be noted that the AMERICA FIRST 
PARTY plans to held a national convention to organize a third party movement 
sometime during fugust in the city of St. Louis. 


THE DETROIT FIELD DIVISION 





At Detroit, Michigan, will cover and report the state convention 
of the AMERICA FIRST PARTY to be held in the Jade Room of the Detroit-Lelend 
Hotel on July 31, 1944. Will maintain contact with confidentiel informants men- 
tioned in this report conceming the activities of the Subject. 


* * 
A copy of this report has been designated for the information 


of the WASHINGTON FIELD DIVISION in aceordsnce with instructions set out in 
Bureau letter dated June 27, 1944. 
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SYNOPSISOF Facts: SMITH held a meeting in Chicago 4/30/44, approximately 500 
persons attended. SMITH in’ speech condemned Governor DEWEY 
of New York as an Inte onalist esident ROOSEVELT's 
foreign policy. KEN FF, Nati€énal Chairman of the 
Christian Youth Movement,\ spoke eondemming Communien. 

SMITH and 2,000 persons forcibly took over the Grand Ballroom 
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the management refused to rent the bellroom. SMITH condemned 
the Republican Party for preventing the hotel from renting 

him the ballroom and criticized Governor DEWEY of New York 

and WEDELL WILLKIE. SMITH held a meeting at the LaSelle 

Hotel, Chicago, 7/17/44 and 2,000 persons attended. SMITH 
condemned the Jews, Communists, Internationalists, bankers and 
stated that a prominent man advised him that the Internationalist 
Party is to be the only party in the U. S. 


-RUC= 
G. 
REFERENCEs Bureau file 62-43818. 
Detroit letter to Chicago dated June 2, 1944. 
Detroit teletype to Chicago dated June 24, 1944, ‘aummemnne, 
Chicago teletype to Bureau dated June 26, 1944, 


Bureau teletype to Chicago dated July 3, 1944, 
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b 2D 
The identity of this informant will 
be furnished in event of prosecution. 


This =ttuees: can testify that GERALD L. K. SMITH held a meeting at the Fine arte 
Building, 410 South Michigan Avenue, starting at 8 P.M. April 30, 1944, This 
witness can testify that approximately 500 persons were present at the meeting 
and the following occurred at the meeting. 


SMITH devoted half of hie speech to telling the audience the trouble he was. 
having in obtaining halls for his meetings in various cities. SMITH criticized 
Governor DEWEY's speech which wae given a short time before his meeting, 
endorsing ahd embracing the administration's international policy. SMITH at 
this meeting withdrew his support and that of hia followers from Governor DEWEY 
as a Presidential nominee. SMITH stated that Governor DEWEY wes following 
WILLKIE towerde Internationalisms that if DEWEY or any other Internationalistic 
candidate was nominated at the eeperr ee National Convention he would start a 
third party. 


SMITH during this meeting predicted that DEWEY would be defeated as a Republican 
nominee for, President at the Republican National Convention in Chicago. S.ITH 
stated that! he would ewitch his support and that of his followers to the 
Democratic Party behind such men as Senator BURTON WHEELER or Senator ROBERT 
SMITH requested those attending the meeting to write to the Tllinois 
delegates to draft Colonel ne MC CORMICK as presidential nominee for the 
Republican Party. 


SMITH stated that seizure of the Montgomery Ward and Company by the government 
was a good example of Fascism in the United States. SMITH in his speech condemned 
the foreign policy of President ROOSEVELT and Secretary of State, HULL, and 

stated that he was against any super-government of any international police force 
using American soldiers. ‘SMITH quoted from a speech given by Senator BUTLER that 
the United States Government wae going to throw away six billion dollars in 

Latin America. 


SMITH stated that before ROOSEVELT became President the United States had 65 
employees in the Mexican Embassy and that there are now 3500 employees in the 5 
Mexican Embassy. SMITH stated that the poor people were not getting any benefit 
from the mohey which was being spent in Mexico or Latin Americas that the money 
was being used by the Mexican and American officiale in Mexico City. 


SMITH informed the audience that his son, GERALDXSMITH, JR., was fighting as a 
Private in Burmas that WALTER WINCHELL prevented MMe son from becoming an 
officer by broadcasting information concerning his son just as his son's papers 
were being reviewed by the United States Army so that he could enter Officers 
Candidate School. 


~2e 
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SMITH stated in his speech that the United States was a free country and that 
every man had a right to worship as he pleased in a cathedral, church, synagogue 
or to be an atheist. SKITH stated that he was the one who should be credited 
for.the Republican victories during the elections in 1942 and 1943; that he was 
the one who defeated WENDELL WILLKIE in the primary election in Wisconsin when 
the people voted to determine their oe of the Republican nominee for Erestsents 


SMITH | ee that he had a following of three ‘million people in one United states” 
and that his following was growing wery rapidly. 


KENNETH GOFF, an ex-Communist, member of the America First Party and national 
chairman of the Christian Youth Movement, spoke at this meeting. GOFF stated that 
the Christian Youth Movement wes organized for the expressed purpose of combeting 
the work and ideas of the American Youth for Democracy which was actually the 
Young Communist League. GOFF stated that it was necessary for the people to 
organize and work together to defeat the Communists and New dealers in the 
November electionss that if the people did not the fight would be harder, longer 
ard might eventually end up in bloodshed in order to defeat one Communists and | 
New Dealers, : 


SMITH took up a collection at this meeting. 


b19. 
ose identity is known to the Bureau. 


ms The identity of this informant will be 
foes furnished in event of prosecution. an ® He ; 








This informant can testify that approximately 2,000 of SMITH's followers went 
into the Grand Ballrooms that a short time later SLITH went to the platform of 
the Grand Ballroom and told those present that he had won a beachhead for free 
speech and that he was taking over the ballroom. This witness can testify that 
as soon as SMITH took the platform the orchestra left and that so far as she 
knows no one attempted to evict SMITH and his followers from the ballroom.’ 
This witness can testify that SMITH and his followers kept control of the ball- 
room for approximately two hours during which time SMITH devoted his time to 
criticizing: the management of the hotel for refusing to rent the ballroom to 
him. SMITH stated that he had a contract with the hotel for the rental of the 
ballroom and that the contract was withdrawn after the Republican Party forced 
the hotel to cancel the contract, — 
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Thies witness can testify that SMITH in his talk criticized WENDELL WILLKI£ 
and Governor DEWEY of New York and accused them of being Internationalists. 
Thie informant can testify that SiITH stated that his definition of a victory 
hes three branches: Firet, te retire all the ROOS:VELTS to private life; 
Second, send WILLKIE to Moecow and Third, make WALLACE a milkman in China, 


Thie witness: can testify that no eollectioa was taken up at this meeting and 
that SMITH ‘stated that he did not give the speech he had intended inasmuch as 
the hotel would not voluntarily allow him to occupy the ballroom, 





a Thie witness can testify that SMITH held a meeting at the Hotel LaSalle ballroom, 
es Chicago, Monday night July 17, 1944. This meeting was a closed meeting and 

ee admission could be gained only by invitation, This witness can testify that 
approximately 2,000 Pereone attended thie meeting. 


This witness can testify that assistants to edese sold the following literature 
at this meeting: _ 


4 

i | 
as 7 {and So They Indicted Me™ by Je ee oe bey 

: A bi Lotions of Love to Waltsr Winchell", by JOSHPHAKANP 

VGorty Years of Roosevelt", by _T. Wo NRUGRS 

R= rica Preferred", by CARL H MOTE . 

is Would Change Our Way of Life” » by KENNETH GOFF 

Ath ross And Ths Flag" 
Mrs i : 
og, This witness can testify that SKITH introduced to the audience the guests seated 

on the stage which guests were Rev. Le Le MARON of Pontiac, Michigan, who 

pronounced the invocations Mre, GRACE/RILLINGS, Secretary of |e the Mother's 
Mobilize For. America, Ine.3 Mre. GERALD Ly K.\ SMITH; CHARLES ANDERSON, JR. 
Republican nominee for Congreesman for the si Dieser of I inods. and two 
men who were ener of the Farmer's Guild. , 





This gitasea: can testify that CHARLES J. ANDERSON, JR. made a talk at this 
meeting at which time he read statements concerning helping the soldiers of 
the American Army when they return to the United States from the battle front. 


This witness can testify that SMITH gave a speech at thie meoting the contents 
of which wae as followss Beg 


SMITH stated that on June 3, 1944 the America First Rally at Greenville, Ohio, 
was advised by the Fair Board of Greenville, that he would not be permitted to 
hold a meeting at. the Fair grounds in Greenville, Ohios that a few Jewish leaders 
in that, city had brought pressure to bear to prevent him from speaking at the. 
Fair grounds, SMITH stated that a group of citizens got into the Fair grounds 
on the night of June 3, 1944, opened the gates and strung an electric cable 
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so that a meeting could be held; that those present then stood guard over the 
fair grounds until 7,000 people arrived for the meeting; that most of the. 
people were farmers, SMITH stated that Chairman SPRAENGLER of the Republican 
National Convention was instrumental in getting the Stevens Hotel in Chicago 
to deny him the use of the Grand Ballroom of that hotel on June 25, 1944 but 
that he and 2,000 of his followers marched into the ballroom and took it over. 


SMITH stated that after thie meeting at the Stevens Hotel, he was contacted 
at his room in the Blackstone Hotel by a very prominent man in the United 
States who advised him that he should forget about Constitutionalism and 
American Nationalism; that there was going to be only one party in the United 
States and that was the Internationalists Party. SMITH stated that this man 
stated that he was backing THOMAS DEWEY for President. 


SMITH stated that EARL BROWDER was released from prison by President ROOSEVELT 
in order that President ROOSEVELT could gain votes from the Communist Party. 


SMITH during his speech denounced the dictatorial powers of a small minority, 
whether thsy be New Deal, Communistic, British-minded, Internationaliste, Jews 

or bankers. SMITH denounced the Federal Reserve Banking System and stated that 

it waa set up for the sole benefit of the Jewish International Bankers. SKITH 

in hia speech denounced the protection given to WALTER WINCHELL’s column in the 
newspapers and condemned WALTER WINCHELL for being against such great Americans 

as Senator NYE, Senator, HOFFiAN, Senator TAFT, Senetor WHEELER, DIRS, FATHER 
COUGHLIN, CHARLES LINDBERGH and many others. SMITH demanded that the “Bureaucrats” 
in Washington stop throwing away billions of dollars in South America and elsewhere 
and start giving at least $100 to every United States soldier rereraine to the 
United SEayen: along with one acre of land, 


4 


- SMITH duende that a system of profit sharing and private eiterorioe be restored. 


At this meeting SMITH read a telegram from Kenator ROBERT RA RETIOLDS,. Nationa? 
Chairman of th rican Nationalists Committee of Independent Voters which tele- 
gram said that tor REYNOLDS would be unable to leave Washington to attend 
the meeting held July 17, 1944 ae there was too much important work to be done 

in Washington in order to win the battle for Americanism on the home front. 
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» advised that a letter was received by the ‘ 
Stevens Hotel setting forth that the Young Republican Club desired to rent the 
Grand ballroom of the Stevens Hotel on Sunday, June 25, 1944, in which to hold : 
a Republican Rally. ated that the letter was mailed from Washington, 
D. C. stated t e hotel agreed to rent the Grand Ballroom to the 
Young Republican Club but that a short time later it was learned by the hotel 
that the Young Republican Club was is actually GERALD L. Ke SMITH that on June 22, 
1944 the Stevens Hotei advised SMITH that they did not desire to rent the Grand 
Ballroom to him, etated that the hotel was advised by SYITH thet he had 
rended the ballroom of the Hamilton Hotel for his rally and the Stevens Hotel 
place signe, in the lobby stating that the Rally of SYITH was being held at the 


Hemilton Hotel, 















GRR «21 that at about 2:30.P,M, June 25, 1944 he heard » commotion in the 

y of the Stevens Hote] and that when he went into the lobby he saw 

a roximately 2,000 people attempting to enter the Grand Ballroom of the hotel. 
etated thet a national Broadcasting Company orchestra was rehearsing in 

e bellroom at the time, tated that almost all of the persons he saw 
enterig the ballroom were women and had buttons pinned on their dresses sponsor- 


ing BRICKER for the Republican Presidential nominee. 













j ORR sist that he immediately went to the Grand Ballroom and as he entered the 
oom SMITH entered the platform of the ballroom and stated that he was 
establishing a beachhead in the Stevens Hotel for free speech and that he was 
taking over the ballroom. - 






stated that he remained én the ballroom for enact a9 two hours during 
which time SMITH gave a lecture in which he criticized the hotel for refusing 

to rent him the ballroom and criticized the Republican Party for bringing pressure 
to bear on the hotel so that they would refuse to rent the ballroom to him. 

stated that so far as he can remember SMITH did not talk about anything else, 





ae stated that no attempt was made on the part of the hotel to evict SMITH 
rom the ballroom inasmuch as thought it would ppoashey cause a riot in the 


hotel and might therefore destroy some of the hotel property. 
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Directer, Federal Bureau ef Invest art 
Attention: Mr. Biseo — Angust 24, 1944 


©. John Rogge, Special Assistant to the Attorney General i aaa 
United States v. doseph RYxri2 tans ot al, 


I attach a copy ef a letter addressed (om the ¢ velepe} » 
Se Bon. Joseph W. Burns, Special Assistant te the Attornay 
» Department ef Justice, which ¥ received today. The 


General 
<— is postmarked at ins — ai exc. - 


the return address, 
pT 
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re | a 
0 
P 
» 4 
August 20, 1944. : 
Dear ir. B. : " . 
: While in ‘s effice today, turning ever papers in 
“Kirton appeal and fase, a stooge of Gerald K. Smith, came 
Ps in and told La that Smith was in town and wanted to see him 
this afterncen. My... 

I know that Saith and Winrod are close; now}Laughlin seens 
to be tied very close in the picture. Smith, of oo » Ls fighting 
both Republican and Democratic Candidates for President, being a 
candidate himself, & 

Simply pass this on for what it is worth. 


Sincerely 
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as = ne : : se ae ae ee ote a Re Sonex 
v : eet ae hale the carta’ Piraea } fat — 7 i 
whose identity 4 7 know a = ae tor if | 
oe | 27, 1944, B90 5, fk Aahttitry 


- Inforuent says that Subject srt Gea Go cicaas «roe —— 
“SARL -SOUTHARD the fact that that the America First Party is entering inte vari 
ee ee ee election, principally fer eiucational . 
ami propagenda , and that so far as the Presideatial campaign is. 

concerned he, Si che attauting ing to compel debate on the issue of whether | 
to bring the boys hose er not. Informant aleo said that the immigration and — 
—refagee plank of the America First Party wuld be based around a speech ef . 
Senator ROSE XK, REDNOLDS, recently inserted anne the Congressional Record, 


Concerning the national conventioa ef the dmerica First Party | 
Being held in Detroit, Nichigan, on Aigast 29 and 30, 1944, inforaant aivised — 
that all activities in comnection with the convention would be held at the — 
seep Leland Hotel, Informant was unanle to state the reason for oe 
the origindl plan to use a Detroit public school fer the larger meetings. | 
further reference to the planned convention, informant said that Senator 
ROBERT R, REYIKLDS contemplates sending a speech to SH STH to be read at the on 


convention as coming Irom REDHILDS, inaemch as REYSOLDS has found it alta ‘ 
ble to be personally present. , es Ae: 4 





Informant wed Gage oo as aia ae “7 
TOMAS Ec cTUMET onl’ thet ah wen cranes becence of élesgreasente on inter 
-TEMEY and that it was cansed becense of disagreements on inter- — Pe 
national policy. Governor DEWEY allegedly sent a man to contact STH prier ( 
Se ceias te ee et ee 3 
policy, snggosting that they mst plan to om from here 
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* aneorhtag ta informant 1 ® in the press” 
to accuse DEMET of wanting to take thie country into 
in order te "whip" Buesia and further that in the 





before he arcee to the Prime Ministership, was uei 
correspond with ROOSW7EL? shout coming ot sees 
directly and completely, ee * fey 
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Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases. 
fogust 30, 1944 AMERICA PIRST PARTY 
_ INTERNAL SECURITY . @ 
SECURITY MATTER — SEDITION 


; Informant said that SOUTH was ormetion concern- 
ing the sedition trial in Washington, D. C., by to the effect 
fon addeits, act tastnse tube sonorey wantha 14 the trial up 







udge 
for a while, and further that several months before the trial started, 
WILLLAM DUDLEYYPELLEY's home was raided and sone material cked up which 
indicated the author's desire to President HOOSEVELE and that when 
the defense attorney asked the FBI t, who was testifying, what was 
seditious about wanting to impeach a public official, the Agent responded 
that he thought it might be if the nationalist did it. 


Informant advised that Subject SMITH and also HARRY 
ot addressing a large meeting of farmers near Hamilton, Ohio, on et 27, 


. Informant etated that Subject SMITE had requested the use of 
a buffalo from the Department of the Interior to be used as a mascot for the 
America First Party and that SMITH claimed he had merely asked that a buffalo 
be named “America First.” Informant also said that Secretary of the Interior 
HAROLD L.TICKES had refused to grant this request on the basis that he did 
not want to play politice with the national parks, 


According to informant, Subject SMITH left Detroit Sunday, 
Angnst 20, 1944, and arrived in Washington, D. C., August 21 and that hie 
claimed purpose for going to Washington was to insist that the "nationaliste" 
be represented at thé Dumbarton Woods Conference. In this connection, 
accoming to informant, SMITH expressed himself to the effect that he thought 
the matter of JOHN FORESIrTULLIS' taking part in the conference was a 
"terrible hoax" s expression on the TH brought forth 
the coment by to the effect that he, does not trust 
DOLLIS at all read "a couple" of es to the effect that 
DOLLIS does law business for the British Bapire. 











Informant further says that while in berries Sr Subject 
claimed to DON’TOBECK that on the afternoon of Angust 23, 1944, he had giv 
then “our” ultimatum, accusing them of committing treason in holding the 
conference behind the pores badre and threatening to impeach then, and 
farther claiming that his, SMITH's, business at the State Department was 
being handled personally by 5 » Informant further advised that 
Subject went directly from Washington, D, C., to Cincinnati, Ohio, in order 
to be there in time for the necting at Hamilton, Ohio, on August 27, 1 
_Ipformant said that during the time that Subject was in Washington, 
of the New York newspaper, "P. M." attempted to contact MITE for 

purposé of interviewing him on background information. 
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Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L, K. SMITH, with aliases: 


doguat 30, 1944 AMERICA FIRS? PARTY 
. INTERNAL SECURITY ~ G 
SECURITY MATTER 





Informant said that Subject discuased with 
articl earing in the New York Post of August 15, 1944, under the name of 
VI SELL, in reference to the activities of the "American nationalists 
and their discovery of a noat intelligent anti-semite who, in the article, is 
referred to as the - mystery man behind the new country-wide anti-Jewish, 
oe aan anti-CIO political machine which the nationalists, under GERALD 
L. KE. SMITH, plan to launch in the nart weeks, 


The article further continued to the effect that when the 
America Firet Party partners needed money to finance their “Jew-baiting 
ceapaign," it was the mystery man who approached the Ford Motor Company for 

the "slush fund." The article aleo narrated the fact that the midwest 

ea artand for the America First Party are in SMITH's private Detroit office 
where ALLEN 20LL is operating under an aseumed name and that Z0IL is the one 
who organised the Christian front picket line around the radio station when 
Father COUGHLIN was cut off the air. 


to this article, informant said that SMITH had 
indicated to that he f t perhaps som s information 
had come to sathor him inasamch as had recently 


been in Washington ani New York. according to ormant, at first 
dieclaimed having discussed with ne any information which possibly went 
into the article and them on recollection, he eaid that he perhaps dis- 
cassed some things while in New York in conversation there with | 
Informant said that also suggested to SMITH that from i 
s of the article he t that part, at least, of the information had 
come from one or two feminine employees in SUTH's office and that he would 
soon have the answer as to just which one, However, inf t was unable to 
furnish any subsequent information which would indicat confirmed 
his suspicions relative to any of MITH's employees, 


Informant advised that suspicion of SMITH's employees 
apperently was confined to those who were wo in SMITH's downtown office 
in Detroit, Informant also stated that in his explanat to the scurce 
of the material appearing in the New York Post article, also indicated 
to SMITH that he thought it may have come from a report of some agency, bat 
he did not make it clear as to the name of the agency and whether it was a 
governmental or private agency to which he referred. 


Informant aleo said that was the 7 
ed to in the New York Post article, ‘said coat all 
of Littleson, California, had sent in ihiney dollars to ; 
ing that certain books be forwarded to her, 
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Letter to the Director ‘| Re; GRRALDL. KX. SUT, with aliases; 
dngost 30, 1944 AMERICA FIEST PARTY 


TNTERRAL SECURITY . G 
SECURITY MATTER . SEDITION 


In addition to those names appearing above, informant advised 
that during covered this letter Subject also was in 
contact with (phonetic) of Port Jefferson, New York, also 
with CHARLES 4;* of 301 South Negley Street, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
end with citar apie of Buffalo, New York. oe 
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‘Qaith at Detrott Michigan, has acvieed the 
to the effect that "they have scnethi 
which will hold the trial up for a while." It was the 
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Detroit Mich. 407 P Aug. 20, 1944. 
The Hon. Cordell Hull 

Washington, D. C. 

I observe that you have invited the Internationalist 
Lawyer John Foster les to confer with the representa- 
tives of certain foreign governments concerning our postwar 
policy as it relates to foreign nations. I observe that 


My. Dulles, the internationalist, was recommended by 





Thomas E. Dewey, a candidate for President. This means 
ie that the conference will have in it no representatives of 
-_ true nationalism. In fact, we nationalists believe that 
3 the conference is a scheme to make secret decisions and to 
2 remove foreign policy, as acempaign issue, from the forum 
= of public debate, a - os | | 
; I therefore, as a candidate for President, respectfully 
request that you invite to this conference a@ spokesman for 
tae true nationalists of America, in order that we may be 


represented at this vital and history making conference. > ae 





ae I suggest two names -- United Statea Senator Robert ma 
mania: and Col. Robert R. ——— 162- 439) J - 536 


fa a = 
fa th 


il to do is, Jonal By, sail be in 
a 31 Sep L21944 
Washington when the conference opens to demand fm hearing on 


you 


behalf of the millions of ener recone ve nat sts who are 
a Ss te 

determined that there shall bedio. super s and no world 

police force after this war. And are determined that the 


| - declaration 





declaration of independence shall continue to chart the 
course of America in the determination of its foreign 
policy. 


O 
GERALD L. K. SMITH 


545P 





ob 








Divison of 
‘Foreten “Activity 


+ 


CEL 


ELL 


Ue & 


Ab 


f ¢ a a i 
epnone onversa On 


1S 





—s, 
x, 
¥ 
4 
; 
t 

a f 
a 
< 
l 
Ee 


se pc x, SITE; TE AORICA FIRE PARETS rss, 
4 \  THYERVAL SECURITY; SEIITIONS ce 
oe * oo | Por your infornation thre is attach a copy of communi cation 
Mates august 2, 19 saate a asl Ha ie a ecediy sent by wb ect Seth 
- ae Se nn ou gbeerve that 
han communication Saith requested that seeriea Firat Party, be permitted’ 
$e have a tative attend ta Danbartce Oaks conference. 


Enclosure - 






\ 


ALL INE FORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN (S UNL ACSIFIED vs 
fe stead 


*: ‘ 
Zs ‘ . 
de ie x. 4. ‘ « 
bee a ; . , 
poke 5 -, an j 
= 
tt. 
P 


»? . 
ut : ee Nae 2% ERS 


Led. a LERAE 
| —e rer al ope SS 








URRCEE ELL 
; 









smr September 7, 19h 
pECORDES 62-143818-537 


This will acknowledge your letter of August 31, 194, with 


: - xy 


enclosure, : 





no : The content of your communication and enclosure has been carefully 
a Sef 


noted and your interest in writing as you did ie appreciated. 


In the event you obtain any information which you believe to be 
ef interest to this Bureau, please feel free to comaunicate directly with 
the Special Agent in Charge of cour Buffalo Field Division which ie located 
at 400 United states Court House Building, Buffalo 2, New York. 





pei Sincerely yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Federa ureau of Investigation 
sam ATION CONTANED 
washington, Dobe nL A Sie 
[uk WE 
Dear Sir; Te elie BY eaes Ls 


The shocking events which are transpiring at the | 
"America First" Party convention in Detroit prompts me to 
write this letter. 


It is almost unbelievable that any group of people, 
be they a majority or a minority, are allowed to assemble 
in a convention and spew hate, intolerance, injustice and 
racial prejudice as they are now doing. While it ts true 
that the Constitution gives us the right to express our 
views in whatever manner we see fit, subject to the laws 
of our respective communities, it does not allow us to 
undermine the very foundation upon which our country was 
built, and which it is defending with the lives of many @ 
hundreds of thousands of fighting men and women. 


One reading the accompanying article from the 
St. Louis STAR-TIMES dated August 30th, would think that 
it Dears a date line of Berlin or Tokyo instead of 
Detroit. If similar utterances were made in either of 
the two enemy capitols, the result would be wholesale 
murder. In Detroit it doesn't even touch the surface. 


We are all guilty of complacency to some extent, 
but so was Germany when Hitler inaugmrated his campaign 
-of hate. . eS are ? 
i 
I state emphatically that this is not the time to ;:+ 
be complacent and to allow thia group of people to con- 
tinue their activities. Therefore, as an American citizen 
who turns to the properly constituted authorities for 
action, I demand that some explanation be madg,for the 
justification of the further existence of th America First 


Party. 






3 @. 
64) Very sincerely yours, ae = | 
paNDie b. 
@TOP DFEX 
Pe mun (CLV 3BLD Bi 
ee:Hon. John J. Cochran. e Md ne & \62- = i 7 
House of Kepresentatives, , INDEXED 97 sep 2 1042 © 
Washington, D.C. | . p _ 
| ot. [6 -. gfe 
| ie oe inn 


+ . 
ue a : ms 
Se MS S815 _ : Se nae Aree ais Bee ae Ie Cees 2 
a Le, erie” 5 NEY Yekay 38 1 da EN Nee Mae Rae ae ee Sed . . 


: . A : a4 ‘i S “yt 
4 ys eps Yep 
ee oP rere “edhe nies 
Piaed 
Lone 


2 


ie a 


: ' &, 
x Wee 


*, ~ 
goin gE a 


SS 


Pee 
ait 


ry ous 


Sat aeF 3 te De 
a : > 


Oe ee) 


EK gt re 





+ 
Laced 


a 











4 ge a 
Se 


M, 
Pe 





wee 


, Guilin, fers wiley ¢ 


5 re — tly ee 247 
aol SEP “a Sa 


od, 
Nlerols , : 
Eiete FEDERAL BUREAU Ur IaWcsTlGsTiox 
U. 8. DEP aK] MEN? UF tus 
“ree a Ge ee 


TeRy EERE * 
E 














AT 


ef 
~. 


FAG 
EXE é 
Ard 

F 











ep de By 
4 


OR SEPS 10M 


MALL &1in G 7 
a 





Sincerely yours, 


dom Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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“| America Firsters 
s|File Jewish Plank ~ 


7.1 DETROIT, Aug. 30. U.P)—The 
it| America First party convention 
| adopted a platform plank urging 
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“honest and courageous solution 
of thé Jewish problem” today, 
and ordered ed 
archieves for future reference al 
delegate’s proposal that Jews bel 

sterilized or deported. -  - fF 
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Your letter of August 30, 1944, with enclosure, is before ne 


I have carefully noted the content of your communication and 
enolosure and wish to thank you for bringing the information contained 
therein to ay attention. 


Should you obtain any information which you believe to be of 
interest to this Bureau, please feel free to communicate directly with 
the Speoial Agent in Charge of our Los Angeles Field Division which is 
located at 900 Security Building, Los Angeles 13, Galifornia. 


Sincerely yours, 


John Edgar Boover 
Director 
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America Firsters—. 
File Jewish Plank 
4” DETROIT, Aug. 30. U.R)—The 
‘America First party convention 
adopted a platform plank urging 
.{“honest and courageous sohution 
of the Jewish problem” today, 
re and ordered filed in party 
; archieves for future reference a 
delegate’s proposal that Jews be 
i. sais sterilized or deported. 
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I have for acknowledgaent your letter of August 30, 1944, 
with enclosure, 


You may be assured that I have carefully reviewed the content 


of your communication and enclosure and wish to thank you for bringing 
this information to ay attention, 


In the event you obtain any information which you believe to 
be of interest to this Bureau, please feel free to communicate directly 
with the Speoial Agent in Charge of our Los Angeles Field Division which 
ie located at 900 Security Building, Los Angeles 13, California, 


Sincerely yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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For your information thene is attached a’ photostatic 
copy of a mimeographed letter which, yoy will note, is dat 
ae August 23, 1944, 18 addressed’ to the Sdtretary ef State, anf. 
is reportedly signed by subject Smith. . ; 


\ 
se Te . ® L. 
aa il You will further observe that the letter (copies of which 
par SS were assertedly sent to every member of Congress) is self- -3.4 
explanatory and sets forth subject Smith's views as to the * 
Dumbarton Oaks conference held at Washington, D. C. 
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Meat and butter 


for internationasiat Amer tc manag {rst ~ Billions for victory, 
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America must remain independent. _-Baerica FikST means - Feed,’ “crothe, De 
fend, Americans First, The Four Freedoms for America Firat. ney ice fir 
in was and peace - We mst have a choice in 1944 = No fourth term - Bring 
the boys home when the war is won. 
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AMERICA RIRST PARTY 
Gerald L. K. Smith 


Director and Organizer 


& 
Bernard A. Doman Post Office Bo 
Secretary end Treasurer 
- Detroit, iichi 


July 20,1944 


Dear Fellow American: 

| | The AMERICA F RST PARTY will hold ita first State Convention on 
Monday, July 31, in the Detroit, Leland Hotel (Ballroom) 6ass cerner 
Bagley, .etroit, Michigan. whe purpose of thie Yonvention is to nom- 

inate Yandidates S6r office. 
As one wh circulated the petitions to get the party of the Mich- 
igan Pallot, you should be able to qualify as a delecate. the Conven- 
tion will be set up as follows: 


1. Registration and presentation of credentials- 10 a.m. to l ‘Pe 


2. First Convention Session- 3 p.a. ’ 


3. Closing Beseicn- & p.m 


Please bring this letter with you ag your indentification,. 


Sincerely youra, 


Be A. DOMAN 


State Central Committee : 





not one penny ~ 
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EDITED BY GERALD L.K. SMITH | 
POST OFFICE BCX 459 DETROIT 31, Michigan 


SEPT 7, 1944 


ALL INFORMATION cA 
My peas Fellow American ae HERES ic . Nai appt 
Just the moment they are off the press, we will Bend you copies of 
the Platform adopted at the recnt convention of thQanerica First. 
Party, as well as other detailed information ee our dynamic 





and educational campaign. 


WARNING: 


May main purpose in writing you this letter is to say that we dis~ 
covered three stooges in our convention who were sent purposely 
by the enemy to try to create troublee I have learned since the 


convention that these stooges went aroumd trying to get every= 





body's name and address. The purpose of this trick is, of course, SS 
to get your name and address so that they can send you lies and uy 


pene: material designed to cause trouble. \ , 

Therefore, I warn you to be very careful about answering a Fi 
aed ‘letters you get from sttoges; also be alert to any trouble- V9 
a 


making correspondence. Since the convention, we find that one 
woman, who came fron Ore gon, waa repens rer wpe aa 
troublemkers. AMA. dur ingthe Convention and a2n00s I Four redd? 
any cident ae from anybna, rush it to me, either 






AF on 


its original form or copied: in aces that: we may identify thd 


activit cai these saboteurs. Jbi?f 3! #5 SH iA SB) 


“1 Be" -on €he Lookout for any four-page letter which shoulda reach 








-2- ' 


you in the next few days concerning the next steps of our dynamic 
Crusade. 


Do not be Surprised at anything that happens to mee The eneny 
is now 60 desperate that he will Stop at nothing. They are 


determined to nip in the bud g11 signs of a healthy Nationalist 
Movement. | 


i 


Bincerely yours for Christ and America 
Gerald Le K. Smith 


GLJS. L 
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John Edger Hoover - Director, Yederel Burean of Investigation 
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CA FIRST PARTT | 
INTCHNAL SECURITE a 
SEDITION | | _ | 
Bureau res that expedite the sutuiss.on ef your report 
Sie, ak eth Saith's sotivities in connection with the recent convertion 
Of the America First Party at Detroit on August 29 and 30, 19ble 2 
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attendance at the Detroit convention would be of interest to the Burem. 

























& Sh. 


AL NFOWATICN CONT*NED. 
| BEN IS ESSA 
st DATE__1ofz Jez. BYszerzhc 


te 


Z eagehe BULLS | ne he) 
$ sae eh © : , : 


me t 7 , a ® 
aMADNGTINS SECTION | 


MAiLED 14 | : 
de SEP 22 1344 PM: - 


i 
\ 
FRAL BUREAU UF INVESTIGATION . i 





pap lying with: tiutractiaie | recalved aah . the ‘Directer's ‘orien, 
» secretary in Senator Sinclair Weeks’ . 
Lite $ - at : nen ns , Dhar ers 8 @Rejek 

America We NES 


f 


_ ater a iG 


rmulate cone, spice Aa. QuYLo 
then said he was not 50 much interested ina "hair 


han erly aba in afr See : 


bit of inf omation on this man and his phe eae. 





Lee “es bon 


Pig 














. ¥ ® 


told him with reference tq his 
. significance of of Slthts sts 


r sespmnsibrtt 
oe in the 

oes of the Attomey Ceneral, | ae. ea ee 
we 2 again, cyfoes to’ the oftice'a of ‘th S 
oY. aid not" ope cally Sak cats what, i Wo aes 


- 7... You will recall that oe ae investigated Gmith for over 
=i that although it contiaies to request investigation, the Department, has ni 


thorized any prosecut YOR,.SOX..aee cAbLon. tha: De 
npg of course, the center of a ict of controversy relative to nation K ) 


internationalism and at present he is the America First Party's candid 
'. President, and as such me name is entered | on, Ke ballots ve bs | 
western states. en 













ye cae a | 
okey uNu 







4-750 (2-7-79) 


XXXXXK 
XXXXXX 
XXXXXX 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


es Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more cf the following statements, where 


\ 


XXXXXX 
XXXXXX 
XXXXXX 


indicated, explain this deletion. 





Deleted under exemption(s) 4 DC boo with no segregable 
material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) _. 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); — 
sas the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 





For your information: 








The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


igr-k BRIE -~ 55% 


| XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
% DELETED PAGE(S) 
NO DUPLICATION FEE % 
X _FORTHISPAGE  X 
XXXKKXXXKXKXXXK XXX KKK 


FBI/DOJ 





FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Twiscaswonemarepar -—»«»=s«éDETROIT, MICHIGAN mung, 100-6121. 
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE 
: : ICH MADE 
CINCINNATI, OHIO GS/s, «| 8/25=30 incl. 
‘ : 4 CHARACTER OF CASE 
ay, “om L L. K. O pies, with aliases; ; | ‘INTERNAL SECURITY. @ a 
; AMERICA FIRST PARTY SECURITY MATTER 


‘SEDITION 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: ah Subject spoke at meeting which was sponsored 
: by the Farmers Guild and attended by approxt«= 

mately 200 people, near Hamilton, Ohio, 
8/27 Criticized President ROOSEVELT and 


Presidential Wominee DEWEY, as well as Demo- 
cratic and Republican policies; directed 
oriticism toward Lend=Lease policy, OPA and 
the drafting of men for overseas duty; 
stated Amerioa First Party had little chance 
in 194, Presidential election, but expressed 
belief that it “would have a man in the 
White House in 1948"; requested financial 
backing of those present. HARRY ROMER» Ste 
Henry, Ohio, spoke against American legion, 
and declared its leaders were “rotten”, 

Le Ce EAMOTE, Indianapolis, Indiana, alto’ 
od spo 
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REFERENCE Letter from the Detroit Field Division aces 
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Seeverts Park on Highway 129, three miles west of Hamilton, Ohio, on August 27, 
19i4e He stated that this meeting was sponsored by the Farmers Guild, and 
that he recognized only three or four of the men present. He reported that 
the weather on this occasion was extremely bad, it being a very rainy day, 

and thet he was surprised at the mmber of people attending, especially, he 
seid, since no publicity had been given to this meeting in the City of Hamil- 
tone He stated that approximately 200 people attended this meeting. 


ee «-: C. B. MOTE from Indianapolis, Indiana, 
who ran for Republican nomination to the U. S. Senate from Indiana, and was 
defeated, made a talk in which he stated that both the Denooratio and 
Republican parties had the same policy, and that he did not like President 
ROOSEVELT or Presidential nominee DEWEY, and that he would vote for a 


prohibitionist or anyone else, if the America First Party did not have a can 
didate, and if GERALD L. K. SMITH were not that candidate. 


ae =: HARRY ROMER of St. Henry, Ohio, whom 
informant believed 6 an official in t.e Farmers Guild, also spoke for a 
short tine. that ROMER was introduced by the Chairman, whom 
he believed to be a man named BINEGAR, of Okeana, Ohio, as a fellow 
legionnaire who had been pushed around a good bit and had become tired of 


| ! ite ROMER then spoke partioularly against the American Legion, stating that 








85 to 90% of the Legion was all right, but that the leaders were “rotten 
through and through", ROMER claimed oredit for stopping a resolution by ae 
the American Legion at its convention in Columbus, Ohio recently, waion 42 
would have condemned an organization of women, headed by a Mrs. BING 

‘ (phonetic), the purpose of which was to get the men home from overseas as soon 
as the war is overe 


ke ee ee eee 


a ae that ROMER also discussed an incident at 

Greenville, Ohio in which a group of farmers attempted to purchase a corn 
4 picker, at which time the dealer told them that they could not make this pure 

chase without a ration certificate from the OPA. The men at this time laid 
$800 on the counter of the dealer and pulled thd corn pioker. away in spite. 
of the dealer. They were reported to have been’arrested later by OPA agents, 
anid at their arraiznment bond was set at $5000. ROMER stated that bond for 
these men had been raised. He criticized the OPA for their action in this 
Cases 


es 


ae =: GERALD L. K. SMITH then made « 
long talk, stating that the Kepublican and Demooratio parties were both 
following the same policy. He stated that both advocate a si Int ers 
national organization after the ware 


= 2 ww 
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SMITH discussed his efforts to get into the Dumbarton 
Oaks Feace Conference, stating that he attended this conference as a publisher 
and that he was refused admittance. He stated that someone should be 
impeached because no representative elected Py the peopse was in attendance 
at this mecting. 


SMITE stated further regarding the war situation that 
all soldiers now overseas should be brought home immediately upon cessation 
of hostilities and that no organization should be left overseas to police 
Germany, Itely and Japane He stated that he was very strongly opposed to 


the drafting of men for overseas duty, stating thet if the war were for a 


a oe vaesey, ror Fr Masaw TS ewe TF £2 WS => 


just cause “sufficient volunteers would have been obtained without the drafte 
ing of mene He stated that he had information that a move was on foot that 
when the war is over Britain will ehow herself insolvent, and that the United 
States would pay Great Britain's bills. He stated that the war actually 
started when Lend-Lease was begun, and cited an instance under Lend-Lease, 
stating that gasoline had been sold to England for 2¢ per gallon, and that 
Jater England had sold thie same gasoline back to the U. Se Army for l2¢ a 
gallon. fH stated that there was a Lend-Lease item in a cafe in Washington, 
De Coy costing $22,000, for drinkse SMITH stated that he Sa would be 
in jeil if he had not at all times told the truthe | 


SMITH also disoussed the case of TYLER KENT, reported 
to have been an employee in the American Babassy in London before the war, 
who intercepted coded messages between President ROOSEVELT and Prime 
Minister CHURCHILL, and who “discovered that President ROOSEVELT and Prime 
Minister CHURCHILL were building plans for the United States to enter the 
ware He stated further that ROOSEVELT was responsible for Mr. CHURCHILL 


being selected as Prime Minister of Great Britains 


The informant stated that SMITH made a statenent that 
under war reparation plane the United States would be required to pay Great 
Britain from $6 to $8 for each tree destroyed in New Guinea, According to 
the informant, SMITH tried to imply that Great Britain was running the war 
and that the United States was agreeing in everything. The informant stated 
that SMITH called Fresident ROOSEVELT a “scoundrel® and that he strongly 
oriticized Fresidential Nominee DEWEY, stating that DEWEY was too inexperi= 
enced and that he was merely following in the footsteps of Fresident 
ROOSEVELT ao far as Internationaliam ia soncerned. 


om .. ttended the meeting at wii oh GERALD L. Ke | 
SMITH made a talk on Anguet 27, 19%,, near Hamilton, Ohio. that b70 
HARRY ROMER, Ste Henry, Ohio, was an organizer for the Farmer , and 


Pas Fs meet =s- fs 1 — 2 — = a 


that ROMER made a speech in which he condemned the leaders of the American 


a 












Legion as being "rotten". He stated ROMER aleo discussed the case in which 
eight farmers at Greenville, Ohio were arrested by OPA agents for their pur= 
chase of a corn picker in violation of OPA regulations, ROMER stating that 
these men were not responsible and that they were not guiltye 


ey, hat OuUITMO + ta Tad Pam o - 





Se ES Sell then long 
time and substantiated the above information furnished by 
He stated also that SMITE remarked that Pres ELT 
ot to send any soldiers overseas when he was running for 
ree in 19,0, and SMITH stated,*But look whet has been happening". 0 
elie }: SMITH had stated that if the war had been for a just . hb? 
Us6, 8 cient volunteers would have been obteined for service overseas, 


and that he (SMITH) was strongly opposed to the consoription of men for 
overseas duty, SMITH also stated that the Ameriog First Party could not 
hope to be successful in the 10; elections but thet the America First Part 


~—Se SS _—_—_—_ en =f Seve Freee 7" ww rem wv Veer GHEFTs OWS £2 TY 2 vy 


was building for the future, and that he believed the America First Party 
would have @ man in the White House in 19),Be 


that SMITE said he was coming back to b7D 
Hamilton again next year, at which time the Butler County Fairgrounds would 
be rented, and that he expected a crowd of 810,000 more people present 
than attended the meeting in Greenville, Ohio several weeks ago. (It is 
noted in the report of Special sont ia dated July 12, 10.) b7~ 
in this matter, that this meeting hel eu, as attended by 
approximately 1500-2000 persons). 


substantially the 
same information as given by and added that bI0 
SMITH in his talk called President ROOSEVELT a "scoundrel" and stated that | 


the Democratic Party was controlled by the CIO and the money interests, 
According to informant, SMITH stated at a recent conference between 
Seoretary of State HULL and a representative of Presidential Nominee DEWEY, 
Mr. DULLES, an agreement was reached that there should be an International 
Court as soon as the war is ocvere 


verified the above statements 
of ng stated that Pearl Harbor was a 
"set up affair that war was not necessary even then. Informant added 


that SMITH emphasized the fact thet President ROOSEVELT was seeking the bo Dd 
Jewish vote,and thet SMITH advocated a complete bar to all immigration. 

Informant stated that HARRY ROMER, St. Henry, Ohio, was introduced by the 
Chairman as “Comrade ROMER,” and that ROMER was very strong in his 

criticism of the American Legions 


a: the reporting agent two handbills which were 9 D 
oly 
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passed out at the meting advertising this meeting, and which indicated that 


the meeting was sponsored by the F ad of Southwestern Ghio, calling 
it an educational meetings cnieiitiiniiie ... at the meeting envelopes 

were passed around which were labeled “america First Party", the purpose of 

which was to solicit contributions to the America First Party. These 





' envelopes were to be turned in with contributions, or a pledge of a certain 
‘ amount each month to be contributed to the America First Party by the person 


“whose name was to be signed on this envelope. These handbills and 


envelopes are being forwarded as enclosures with this report to the Detroit 
Field Division. 


ee that SMITH, while talking, requested the 
financial backing or a ose present. Gp: ::-: also that SMITH 
while speaking, after making remarks wou requently stop and sey, 

"applaud, if you please", and that the applause was frequently very loud. 






wee 
yi 


ENCLOSURES TO THE PETHOrT FIELD DIVISION: 


Two copies of handbills, and two pavelorae which were 
passed out at the mecting sponsored by the Farmers 
Guild and held at Seever'ts Park near Hamilton, Ohio on 
August 27, 19uh. 


- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN : - 


100=6111 





te The above informants requested that their names be 
i kept confidential, They attended the meeting sponsored by the Farmers 


Se Guild et Seever's Park near Hamilton, Ohio, August 27, 19), at which mect= 
enone ing GERALD L, K, SMI 
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The attache anti-Semitic card was passed 
persons at the first national convention of 
1d Letroit, Michigan, August 29th- 
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LET THEM FIGHT IT. PEOPLES BLOOD ? 
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“NOW YOUR BIBLE 


Genesla XVII, 7 and & And Jahweh 


will give thee the land, according to 


contract, wherein thou art a stranger. 


Deuteronomy XI, 24, Every place 
+ your feet shall tread, shall be 


yours. : 


fy 
# 


& 
u 
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Gen. XVII, 11. And ye shall: circum- 
cise the flesh of your foreskin; and 
it shall be a sign of the contract be- 
twixt me and you. 


Deut. VII, 2. And when YHVH 
shail deliver the Gentiles before* you, 
thou shalt utterly destroy them; thou 
shalt show no mercy unto them, 


Dent. VII, 22. And JHWH._ will 

pluck off the (Gentile) nations before 
thee slowly: thou Should not. kill 

them al! at once, lest the beasts of 
the field increase upon thee. (For 
YHVH, JHWH, see any large dic- 
rary.) 


shua II, 1-14; Josh VI, 17, Rahabs 


—- ‘1k Gentiles) “self out” their own 


People. An old trick. 


he 
ie 


Isaiah LX, 11. The gates of thy holy 
city shall he open day and night, 
that the wealth of the Gentiles a 

be brought unto it. Tea LXI, 6 
-.* + ye shall eat the riches of the 
Gentiles and in their glory shall ye 
boast yourselves, (Rothchilds, Mor- 
genthau, Baruch, Perkins, Hillman, 
Bridges,. Churchill, Belisha, etc.) 


St. John VIII, 44, Chriat’s truth. 


Acts IX,. 5. The holy ghost tells 
what, is wrong, 


Their dream is your night- 
mare. Don’t let any Yiddish 
or British blast-hards bamboo- 


zle you any longer. 
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, under falge| DETROIT, Aug. 30 (#).—The rd 

first national convention of the| WAS ; 
eparations [America First party today nomi-|Thomas ‘a 
“y to Mr nated the party's director, Gerald | Automo 

gurth term E = Sah ot Detroit, for Presi-|of Ind 

eee ent an atry Romer, of 8t.jliate, d 

aive aegis Henry, Ohio, for Vice-President of |cently c 
nmander in!the United States. No other names | battlefel 

On purposes) were submitted. the soldi 

vie the roa Mr. Smith had been nominated enough 

rar by the Michigan convention, andjeitner w. 


n Si Mr, Romer was substituted when David J 


:¢, With the/ John W,. Bricker, Republican Vice- Geasurer 
ed up etd a} Presidential nominee, refused the Steel W. 
vl ready for |Michigan convention’s nomination. I 
oe Tilegates debated planks of » | @A2Y ve 
ider in chief|piatform embodying the party's |A™Y 
arposes that| policies, including these proposals: | "°t, but 
he sailgi to} Money—‘Constitutionalize our| “© soldie 
* home Ad-/money system.” cast their 
it is to} Peace—‘Terms must be based on; 787 the Fe 
enera]l Mar-| America First principles.” voting la 
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ase’) Rosen-| prejudice and encourage fhe re-|to avoid po 
3  political|search necessary to the solution of} Thomas sai 
this, the world’s most unsolved! Mr, Mcl 
ohlem.” American 
wveren’t bor A substitute proposal on Jews, |! their und 
that thog4jin which Homer Mairtz, delegate |tems, and 
) to militayy|irom Chicago, urged that “ali Jews|ine higher 
5 to politics.” should be deported to a later des- mass of 
Yor Publicity |sasted area, if they do not leave | ya. 
,, (America voluntarily within five|,..; d 
Roosevelt’s years” and thet those remaining ibaa : 
‘al Dougias |be aterilized Peas not brought tq a | COntbutie 
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‘ere—and : 
. fight against Wheeler's bi 
- . Pops up when you disagree with . 
ties of censors!... . Dewey knows that this reporter tu fer * 

ellow, but Mr. Dewey also knows he can always use cor. 2 
and space to get his side of things reported. . nie tthe 
oe a On pevergi occasions Mr. Dewey has personally phoned oar ve 
office to say: “Tell Walter thanks very much.” a8 


































thing. .. Whenever: - 
Pra Ny DEE he thought people should hear via cur radio pen 
Tay eee, all he had do was send it in, which he has dont” 
‘Any have any news for my audience,” he was 


assured, 
“let me hear ft. All I reserve is the right to criticize you and it?” 
+ “Thanks” Willie said, “that’s a deal!” . . 


Clare Lace, the legislator, gleefully colyumed recently that Bi * 
Bullitt's article in Life would give FDR the hotfoot... Life has can 
feased that Ballitt’s piece attracted an avalanche of letters s_from 
indignant subscribers denouncing it and Bullitt. . In the “Aame of 
fair play, however, the weekly ran many of them plus an article 
‘| attacking it, which ran im a Moscow gazette...The same publication, 

by the way, offera this eyebrow-lifter: “The Republicans are count. 
ing on carrying most of the Middle West for Tom Dewey this Fall 
: ic The farmers there are prosperous and many have, turned against 
at: | flavor im those erisp-toasted malte- the New Deal”... Incredible! . 
m- 


flavored flakes Tay dent .-They are-turning agalnst the Preat 
bes ‘om under whom the red. 
nt Have milk, fruit, and Whee Y prope: 
: ‘ast of ions,” : rel 
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. Figger that one out. 
” | “Breakf, 







wisecracks, ete, 


Tt wasn't dignified, they groaned...Have these sense-of-humoriess 


forgotten the beloved Will Rogers? He was famed for his levity, wit 
and anecdotes...So was Lincoln...You never find quipping in 
Hitler's speeches. Exclamation point, _ 


' The Mation magazine reports that certain People went tq Darryl 
Zan - 









it appears, sald if he had to suppress “Wilson” he wouldn't care as . 
he had a better film in 


Harding”. ..Period. 
Rabble-rouser 






Era tirba Kamp defied the Com 
prober. He refused ta name contributors, supporters, 
‘ =... The .N. ¥. Thnes that stary without one Mention af 
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“witH co copies fo . 5 


going to hold meetings a) ns 

sti of these meetings is to bet ‘held in Bal 

Room of the Alcazar, which isa building” operated he oy | 
This necting hee been referred petit 208 the Blue oom: has at” 

" capacity of about 300 people and is so Pace an’ outsider coald het get : iz : 
in without being noticed. The manager of the Diilaing has. been. told: that they . 

do not want any publicity out ot the le hs ‘Adie It appears Peres eh as # going 

to be a mecting pereculy. of meabers. a Sag Ege 









1 in view of the fect Shak Baltinore re may “at ba Sie te, ats ‘ar ee 
in to the meeting and may not have an informant at the meeting, stated 





' > they desired to know {f the Burea , it ie desirable to have echnical 
"coverage. He stated they could. get the microptione “in without arousing: sisploion 
“if it is deemed desirable by the Bureau; that they had never had a ‘microphone . pan 
> + this building but that the people there had el aqaets in the past. in. Other: - 


respects and paltinore, did not have anything’ on. them, Reed seen a to. be a so 
reliable Broup. oe iad are ge : 
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a; eigen. eet ore 
K. SMITH, with aliases; Soe 
RIGA FIRST PARTY 2 7 Lt, 





oe Tega * 2 a ae mee e we eae . 

" America First Party meeting held et St. Henry, Ohio, 
on September 2h, 19hh, at which time HARRY A. ROME, 
a resident of 8t. Henry, Ohio, accepted Vice-Presi- 
dent nomination on the America First Party ticket. 


nt At this time the speakers, including GERALD L. K. 
TEMEY 


























the organization entitled "We the Mothers Mobilise 
for America, Inc.," andi CURF ASHER, Indians publisher 
Who was allegedly indicted for sedition but acquitted, 
appeared on the speakers platform. America First Party 
meeting held et Cleveland, Ohio, on September 27, 19h), 
at which time GERALD L. K. SMITH, GEORGE VOSE and Mrs. 
DAVID STANLEY addressed the meeting. SMITH endorsed 
Governor DEWEY in preference to President ROOSEVELT 
for election. He also discussed the TYLER KENT case 
at which time he advised ROOSEVELT and CHURCHILL 
entered into @ conspiracy to rule the world. GEORGE 
VOSE, retired soldier of World War II, stated he mas 
, - starting &@ new veterans organisation. le ee en ee 
DAig 772742 0 ee | 


References: ' ‘Bareau file 6243818. 
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“Fpetrial of JAMESTANNIX and other Darke County farmers, who were given 4 sus- 
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| or 
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fe 


AT ST. HENRY, OHTO 


Co the meeting of the 
P+. oon Pe ey ae 


ABSIICE FiTGt FEruy &% OU. Nery, UWS, of = 


2h, 194h, at which time they reported as follows: 


Explaining that the Amorioa Viret Party could not % on eno State 
ballots to hope for victory this year, GERALD Le. &. SvTTY and a beri 


candidates for president and vice president on the jmerioa Fi First ticket yester- 


day threw the weight of their party behind the Republican party in the 154) 
elections. 


' SMITH confined himself to the Republican national ticket, and indicated 
that he supported Dewey because he considered him less of a menace to the comtry 
than ROOSEVELT. Criticiszing DEWEY for his failure to take a positive stand 
against the Administration, Smith said "I hope DEWEY will take down his hair* 
and challenge President ees 


Mr. ROMER asked his audience to vote the straight Republican ticket 
from President dow to all county offices. 


The two America First candidates declared that this year their party 
was laying the groundwork for 196 and 198, and that their only test of 
strength would be in Michigan. Occasion of the meeting at St. Henry was the 


official notification to ted vice president on the bac 
new party's ticket. who helped handle treffic, 
estimated the crow & persons. . 

In his address, SMITH called the two major issues of the campaign, on 


which he boped DEMEY would concentrate, the “xysteries ef TYLER KENT end Pearl 
Harbor. * 





According to SMITH, bereglial is an American code ertia while 
in London in 1938 discovered that Président ROOSEVELT and WINSTON CHURCHILL 
were corresponding, in secret code, on plans to ruie the world, and planning 
a war against Germany. SMITH further charged that KENT was arrested by the 


British government when he sought to reveal thie information, and is stiil 
imprisoned on the Isle of Wight. 


“a 
at taarl 2 for the speedy trial of admiral KTAIFL and General SHORT, 
comtteiriders. &t.fearl Harbor at the time of the disastrous Japanese raid, charging 


| that the ‘government in Washington had warming the Japanese were on the aye 
*4 


SMITH contended that returning soldiers would demand a new party, end 


that the America First party would answer their needs, if neither major party 


pia ated its 463 VLU LO Uh pais sophies 


He promised that after the war he would circulate a petition for the 


pended sentence and fine for taking a corn picker without a priority slip. 
=20 





wey, 
». 


by. F. 0. | ? 
100~71,63 — o 


SMITH called these farmers & “aodern Bostor tsa party", and challenged the "mangy 
and lousy" newspapers in Cincinnati and Dayton to publish his praise of the man. 
MANNIX was introduced and received applause for taking the picker without 
priority. ‘The Darke County farmers operated a lunch stand at the meeting to 
raise money to pay for their SPyerDey, fees and appeals for contributions for 
them Were made. 


In appealing for soldier support of the America First Party, SMITH 
ssid that the American Legion sponsored *G. I. Bill of Rights*® was demagogery. 
SMITH said that his son served with MERRILL's Marauders on Burma and received 
the Purple Heart presidential citation and Silver Star. 


SMITH declared that he was not anti-Semetic but protested what he 
considered Jewish control of the government, or control hy any other group. 


"With Jesus Christ to guide, and the flag to follow," I accept the 
nomination for vice presidency on the America First ticket, HARRY ROMER of 
St. Henry said, prefacing his explanation of the America First platform. ROMER 
eaaid that "this day trings forth the fruit I have worked for for ten years" 
and promised that the America First party would be on every state ballot in 
1946 and would elect a president in 1918, 


He advised his audience not to believe what they read in the New Deal 
Democratic and New Deal Republican-Commnist newspapers, or hear over the 
redio. 


ROMER, who said he has been commander of an American Legion post 
five times, and is now an American Legion chaplain, bitterly denounced the 
leaders of the American Legion organization. He said that 90% to 95% of the 
American Legionnaires were the finest of citizens, but that the "five per cent 
who control the Legion are the most disloyal citizens in the United States. 
The 19]1 Legion convention at Milwaukee, where, ROMER said, the Legion endorsed 
Selective Service and Lend Lease, was a betrayal of the United States, the 
speaker declared. 


Chief reason for his attack on the leadership of the Legion, ROMER 
said, was its recent endorsement of one year's military training for young 
men after the end of this war, ROMER expressed the hope that re 
soldiers would form their om veteran's organization, and not join the Legion. 
An attack was also made by the speaker on Legion support of & world police 
force and he argued that in peace time men should be paid $100.00 to $150.00 
a month to join the army rather than be conscripted. ROMER has two sons in 
the arny. ; 


‘Throughout his attack on the leadership of the American Legion, 
ROMER received much applause from his audience. 


In conclusion, ROMER called the corn picker trial a New Deal farce, 
promised to keep up his fight to "drive the money changers out of the temple,*® 


-3- 


_ OV. Fe Oo 3 
sical’ iu Gu acca Ass eure ow rales apubicani tig sean foun Wige-te eke 


tom," and expressed hope that Rev. CHARLES E. COUGHLIN would ait in at the er 
peace table. 


GEO: Re ee ne eae Ae 
impassioned Daa r veterans to form their om organisation allied with the 
America First party, and said that "GERALD L. EK. SMITH was sent by God Al-~ 
mighty." YVOSE appealed to mothars of service men to join the America First 
party and assailed any world government. He asked, "Why in the name of God 
can't the government pay the transportationd® soldiers home on furlough." 


dn unexpected speaker who appeared at the meeting was Mrs. ELIZABETH 
_- SLLLBNG nowon trial for sedition. Mrs. DILLING sama number of songs of her 
own composition which ridiculed rationing, the Jewish people, the goverment, 
and the Russians. She charged that the FBI ignored search warrants and searched 
alleged seditionist's homes from basement to attic. She declared that all om 
trial as seditionists were being persecuted by the government, and were in- 
nocent. The alleged seditionists she said were imprisoned in "hell holes of 
jaiis® with but little food to keep them alive. GEORGE SIL 
now serving & prison sentence for not registering as an agent of ti\ German 
government, she stoutly defended and called him a martyr. Both Mrs. DILLING 
and SMITH appealed for contributions to pay attorney fees for the men and women 
now on trial for sedition. Her attack on the FBI drew hearty applause. 


Another figure of national prominence at the meeting was Mrs, LYRL 
» head of the organization "We the Mothers Mobilize for 
re op" ” and > an Indiana publisher who was indicted for 
sedition but acquitted, 


Presiding at the meeting was CARL H. MOTE of Indianapolis, who devoted 
much of his opening speech to attacking ROOSEVELT for not quickly bringing 
soldiers home. MOTE questioned if man in the armed forces overseas ever would 
be returned to their homes. as called President ROOSEVELT's recent speech 
“dismal mumore * 


AT CLEVELAND, OHIO . 
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ae 
the America First Party meeting at the Cleveland Public iia ame 





Ohio, on September 27, 19. Relative to this meeting, follows 
“The meeting was o at 8:15 P.M. by Mrs. DA ‘ STANLET of the 
United Mothers of America. She gave the pledge of ey the flag 





of the United States and a prayer. 


GERALD L. K. SMITH then took the platform at which time he stated 
he had no illusions as a candidate of the America First Party; that he 
shea pci was @ crusader; that he would be crucified and that his character 
d be smeared. He stated that the purpose of the America First Party 





— to lay a foundation and form a nucleus for the American people when — 
cas open their eyes after censorship is lifted. 
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will be dissatisfied old parties in the future and will desire ean 
American Mationalist Party. SMITH told the audience that he did not belisve 
the Jews or any click should run the United States of Ame stated 
that DEWEY was nominated by the Jewish people. SMITH, 
informed the audience that the America First Party desires ec 


ROOSEVELT. He stated that he does not like DEWEY but would prefer 
be selected over the present president. SMITH infomsed the audience 
ie dissatisfied with ROOSEVELT because ROOSEVELT is a scoundrel 
dislikes DEWEY because DEWEY did not expose ROOSEVELT as a scoundrel. 
told the audience that SIDNEY HILIMAN in 1938 donated $5,000.00 to 
DEWEY's campaign fund and that HILIMAN is a Russian Jew who is the Rasputin 
of the White House. He stated that on account of this contribution by HILL- 
MAN in 1938, DEWEY is not in a position to presently criticise HILLMAN. 


SMITH then discussed the eight farmers who were 
convicted in Federal Court in Darke County, Ohio, for violating the Agri- 
cultural Adjustment Act. SMITH stated that the America First Party raised 
$140,000 he free these eight farmers at which time the bond was set sat 
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that SMITH then attacked the goverment pension plan 
for re ed soldiers at which time he stated that Jap prisoners 
are being paid more than disabled soldiers. 


that SMITH then discussed his son who was &@ soldier, 
bot this ted that his son has been wounded on the battle field 
in Burma and that he has received the Presidential Citation, The Purple Heart. 
SMITH at this time made ee statement that it was through boporigePy hciar 
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| ie -: SMITH stated that Communists under the 
direction of ST. are over the goverment in al) liberated 


countries, such as Poland, Yugoslavia, Italy, Etc., and that General 
CHANG KAI SHEK would be deposed because STALIN wants to rm China and he 
is not favorable to General CHANG KAI SHEK. . oe. 





@ youth program with GZORGE VOSE at the head. 


SMITH at this tine criticized the Dumbarten Oaks Conference at 


Washington, D.C. at which time he made the statement that the United States 
ia being sold down the rivar in secret conferences batween United States 
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and Russia, He also stated that JOHN FOSTER SULLES, who represents Governor 
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is acting in an un-American fashion by meeting with British and Russian 






that SMITH discussed the TYLER KENT case et length 
ormed the audience that TYLER KENT in 1938 was working 
as a Code Clerk for the United States State Department in london, England, 


at which tine he intercepted codes between CHURCHILL and ROOSEVELT, 


enntainine nformation whereby CHURCHTIT, aml ROOSRVRL? were a1 laceiiv 
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making plans to rule the world in the future. According to SMITH, TYLER 
KENT believed this was treason and copied down fifteen hundred messages - 
at which time he intended to give these messages to certain Senators in 
SMITH criticised the manner in which TYLER KENT was arrested 
by British authorities and interned by the British Government on the Isle 


GMITH then criticised the Pearl Harbor situation 
at which time he sta hat if Mr. ROOSEVELT does not have something to hide, 





in the usual fashion. At this time, SMITH stated Washington failed to advise 


_ oar troops of the impending attack of which they had knowledge and that the 


blood of 3,000 dead troops lies on the head of President ROOSEVELT. 


ae: GEORGE VOSE followed GERALD L. K. SMITH on the 
speakers p % which time GEORGE VOSE was attired in an arnay uni- 
Yorm. At this time VOSE gave profuse praise of GERALD L. K. SMITH and 
stated he is one of the greatest Americans of the dey. YOSE stated he 

was persecuted while in the United States Army because of his connection 
with SMITH. GEORGE VOSE at this time also informed the sudience thet he 
is forming the Nationalist Veterans of World War II, which will be a new 
veterans organization for the returning soldiers. At this time he stated, 
"We are going to see that the soldiers returning are given jobs. Americans 
will be taken care of first and if anything is left after that we can then 
help the British and CHURCHILL." He informed the audience also that after 
the war is over, STALIN will try to dominate the world and that we will 
eventually have to fight Russia, He made the statement that the Russians 
are prepared to fight us with the Lend-Lease mterial which they are 
obtaining from us and which they are storing in Siberia. 


bsg, YOSE criticized the Government's pension 
plan for ret He stated that under his plan, each returning 
soldiex should be paid $1000.00 a piece when they come home. He informed 
the audience that the soldiers are now fighting a war for ener &@ month 


for millionaires and munitions mkerse 


The meeting was concluded after the reading of the oo 
petition sent to Congress, by Mrs. DAVID STANLEY: 
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"In view of the fact that FRANKLIN DRLANO ROOSEVELT is 

a candidate for the fourth term, we demand that TYLER KENT 
be brought to the United States to stand trial and be per 
mitted to expose his knowledge of a conspiracy between 
CHURCHILL and ROOSEVELT to get the United States into war 
without the consent of Congress. Likewise, that SHORT and 
KIMMEL be tried before court martial.* : 





The meeting accepted the above resolution on the motion of GERALD L. 
K. SMITH. | 





he was to appear ore @ Congressional Committee in Washington, D.C. on 
October 3, 1941, at which time he was to be interrogated concerning 


contributions made to hig organization. This inforsgation was surclied to 
wee Se ee ee a er = oS re VF arise Se dekh LE Sa OE Mi 


the Bureau and the Detroit Field Division by teletype. 


SMITH, made the statement at this meeting that 


ENCLOSURE: TO THE DETROIT FIELD DIVISION b7D 
The following literature — was distri- 
buted at the meeting of the ¢c y at St. Henry, 
Ohio: — 
pe 1. Copy of “Women's Voice" dated June 28, 19h, at Chicago, 
2 Tlinois,. ; 





2. Pamphlet entitled "Colored Scraps of Paper." 
2 3. Reprint from Congressional Record entitled "This Terrible 


Plight of the Farmers Who Cannot Obtain Machinery," by 
- Senator WILLIAM LANGER. 


REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO OFFICE OF ORIGIN 
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at Cleveland, Ohio, Septenber 27, 19kh, | 


in the redio control room of the Cleveland Public 
Auditorium, 
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{| st. PAUL, MINNESOTA aa 
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GERALD LYMAN KENNETH/S!@TH, was et al ' | SECURITY MATTER - G 


- + | SEDITION 





Sin By SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Reportedly RALPH Pent nee and CHARLES CUSTER... 

ay PICKETT, with alias, CHARLES CUST CKERT, are former 

PS ‘Winona liberals. PICKETT is a farther, 60, referred to as 
an individualist and resides at §t. Charles, Minnesota. 

4 BABRMAN was teacher of English at Winona Senior High School, 

 “ . Winona, Minnesota, from September, 19€7 to June, 1934, when 

( he resigned. No information gvailable relative to present 


MYMeM ee 


. activities of BAERMAN. The“fnstitute for Christian Economic 
ee Action located at Macalester College, St. Paul, Minnesota, 
Se ee ‘until 1942 when it became the Macalester Park Publishing 


Company in St. Paul. Pape el ial eaaara Company 
published the book entitled "The“Way Out for America" by 
PICKERT and BAERMANe Subject spoke at Minneapolis G/1T,18 

and 19, 194). He attacked the "alien ideologies of atheistic 
ae Jews"; the tactios of Communism, and the policies of the CI0- 
ee PAC. He characterized ROOSEVELT and DEWEY as “tools of 
international bankers*; castigated those responsible for 

the secrecy of the Dumbarton Oaks Conference; “exposed® | 

the "machinations behind the TYLER KENT incident” and * 
Pearl Harb His audience was enthusiastic over references 
of 1949 ationalistic Party" BUCCESBe 
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| fie indiogm of the on refleot that in the 
early part of January, 1941, of the Winona High paw 


a 
Sch Winona, Minnesota, advised Spe 
eee had to be reprimanded at times for giving d e yp? 
ee | ssroom on the subject of "democracy". BR eo: thet B= 


been a very close friend and admirer of two Winona libera BERLAND 
BAERMAN and CHARLES CUSTER PICKETT, who had recently written a book called "The 
Way Out for America” published in St. Paul, Minnesota, 







A check of the DireotorySection of the Post Office Department, 
St. Paul, Minnesota, reflected a mail address for The Institute of Econamic 
3 Action as Macalester College, St. Paul, Minnesota, until 1942. However, no 
Fo 4 ie name was set out with this address. It was also noted that the address WAS 
) oe ehaneed to 1698 Grand Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota. : . 


“A heck of the ‘St. Paul City Divestery for 194 reflects that 
1698 | Grand Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota, housed the Macalester Park Publishing 
Company. Further investigation reflected that the Macalester Park Publishing 
Company had moved to 1674 Grand Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota. 


Under a suitable pretest, Reporting Agent ascertained fron oe 
a Insurance and Real Estate, 1698 Grand Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota pb»? 
that he was one of the members conneoted with the Macalester Park Publishing 
Company and that it had published the book entitled "The Way Out for america" 


for BAERMAN and PICKERT. PP ro that BAERMAN was not imown to have any 
permanent address inasmuch e roamed around the United States. 






| = : * ‘The indices of the Ste Paul Office reflect no reference to either 
the Macalester Park Publishing Company or bau 





AT WINONA, MINNESOTAs 






of the Winona County Local Board 

#2, Winona, Minn sed that CHARLES CUSTER PICKETT was hou 
registered for Selective Service in April of 192, serial number 0286, not 
classified. From the information obtained on his occupational questionnaire, 

it was refleoted that he was bofn on May 27, 1683,.at Mellette, South Dakota, 

Ee was self-employed at Rochestqr, Minnesota, as a fruit grower and farmer with 
home address at St. Charles, Mi a. The person who would always know his 
address was set out as MRS. CKETT. . -* i 





The records of the Winona County Local Board #1, Winona, Minnesota, 
were also checked with negative results for the Bonrene ye Service registration 


of RALPH BERLATD BAERMAN. 




















| both of St. Charles, nf) 
Minnesota, when interviewed state T since he was a young 
AT WINONA, MINNESOTAs 


stint at which alii RUAN esie 
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The following investigation was cmmducted by Special Agent - 
at Winona, Minnesota, and St. Charles; Minnesota, on ‘Septem or , 27 -and,28, 
19s | | 
AT-ST. CHARLES, MINNESOTAs e ee Tes sy ae G By 

i. ; : 


f 


, First National Benk, advised that 
PICKERT was known as a tree Surgeon and a preacher and has resided in St. Charles, 


Minnesota, all of his life. Informant stated that PICKERT has ideas that are 
not workable, is an individualist, but is not considered a propagandist. PICKERT's 
wife wis formerly the City - ie: St. Charles and is not believed to agree 







with her husband's theories. did not believe that PICKERT was dangerous 
to the United States. On occasions PICKERT has claimed to be related to General 
CUSTER. urnished the Agent with a copy of the book entitled "The Vay 

out for by CHARLES CUSTER PICKERT and RALPH BERLAND BAERMAN, published 





‘by The Institute for Christian Economic Action, St. Beuhi Minnesota, mich he had 


burehsaed from PICKERT several years a tee a é pay 


boy and he is known as a tree doctor and preacher. No further information sould 
be furnished in regard to PICKERT being the author of any literature. 








wow 


Thea records of the Winona Senior high sohool reflect that RALPH 
BERLAND BAERMAN wa’ an pica tgs teacher there from reruerer ioe through June 












SF es | saolaged by the Jones & rroecer Company, Job 
printers, checkéd pe in the book which was displayed to him, “The Way out 


to America" and he stated t eicht Press of Winona, Minnesota, were not 
the printers of that book. could give no information as to wham the 
publishers of this book mi g e been. 

AT RUSHFORD, MINNESOTA: 








of the lst Nat'l Benk, advised BAERMAN left 
Fushford abou ee years ago, 8 @ high school teacher in Winona, Minnesota, 
however, he did not know of BAERMAN's activities, nor could he urea any 
further aaa information Bs ae hime 
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The following iavoatinetion was onductes by SA Ee. . 


". Meeting at Truth and Liberty Temple on 
_ Sunday, September 17, 193, 7345 PMs 





®, 


The main speeker of the evening was GBRALD L. K. SMITH. Introductory 
speaker was C. OSASTADSKLEV, Pastor of Truth and Liberty Temple. He stated 
that before intfoducing + in speaker of the evening he wanted to say a few 
words regarding BLIZABEDACELLING, who had previously spoke at the Truth and 
Liberty Temple. According to Mr. STADSKLEV, he has been accused of anti-Semitism 
due to her appearance at the Temple. He said the mere fact she spoke at the 
Temple is not evidence of anti-Semitism on his part. She is a good Christian 
woman and I felt it my duty to allow her to speak, said Mr. STADSKLEV. He 
stated that if being pro=Christien is the same as being anti-Semitic, then he 
is anti-Semitic; further no one is going to tell him who can speak at the 
Temple. Mr. STADSKLEV then described GERALD L.‘K. SMITH as a friend, and said 
it was an honor and privilege to have him as a speaker at the Truth and Liberty 
Temple. 


GERALD Le Ke SMITH then began his speech with the statement that 
bonight his talk wouid be non-political, instead 1t would be a religious talk. 
According to SKITH, the United States at the present time is only 1/6" from 
complete federal control of religious worship. This control of religion is 
being pushed by the "Atheist Jews", who with their alien ideologies desire to 
oontrol the thinking and living of all the people in America. He pointed out 
he has been investigated by the Military Intelligence, Office of Navwl Intelligence, 
the FBI, and Congressional bodies, all to no evail. He says ne welcomes these 
investigations since he has nothing to hide. He claims the Jews desire to 
place him in prison because he is for “Christ First tn America", He says that 
being presidential candidate for thd)merica, First Party in the 1944 election is 
really a fiction since he knows that there is no chance of his being elected, 
but this is the beginning of the Party and it is growing by leaps and bounds. 
When 1943 appears, it will be a different story, the America First Party 
will be a Party to reckon with. There will be only two parties at that time, 
one the America First Farty which will be the nationalistic party, and the 
other the Cammunist Party which will be an internationalistic party. There 
will be no Republican or Venocratic Party. The Communist Party will be the 
Party to beat because they have a program, but “we too have a program"s . 
SMITH then told the audience his son, who is presently in the United States 
Army stationed in India, has been discriminated against. because he is the 
son of GERALD Le K. SMITHe He said he had eight years military training prior 
to induction into the Army but had never been able to receive a commission. 
SMITH stated his son is now foroed to help Britain keep 500 million slaves 
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in bondage in India, He also told of the time his son was on march with  § — 
several other United States soldiers and that some of them died from atrevendons 
He dia not specify the locale of this Sveuts 

* According “to SMITH, United States eeldtens will eetnns to the United 
States subsequent to the termination of the present war and find themselves 
penniless because most of the wealth of this country will have been given to 
Russia, England, China, and South America. They will also be faced with a 
$700 million debt and unemployment. 


He explained he and his wife journeyed to Washington, D.C. to attend 
the Dumbarton Oaks Peace Conference, but he was refused admittance. Soldiers 
guarcirg the conference told him they would shoot him if he attempted to enter. 
He says he then made a speech to the soldiers and was eonvinces: that some ey 
them would be "Good America Firsters" aes the Ware 

\ ‘ 

He said that a large Chicago dewian paper entitled "The Sentinel” had 
accused him of acvocating sterilization of the Jews at the America First 
Convention in Detroit. This is absolutely an untruth according to S¥ITH. 
ile says there was one delegate at the convention who advocated sterilization 
of the Jews but this motion was never seconded ana most certainly was not 
carried. He went on to say it is his desire to place Christ first in America; 
that if Christ were first in all nations we would have no HITLER, no MUSSOLINI, 
no STALIN, 


He then told the audience that Minneapolis, Minnesota, is presently — 
governed by that "Alien Russian, Communist Jew, Revolutionist SIDNEY HILLMAN". 
He stated that due to SIDNEY HILLKAN he was unable to speak at the Municipal 
Auditorium in Minneapolis. He said it was also impossible to speak at the 
American Hall in St. Paul due to the fact that the St. Paul police refused 
protection. 


He described presidential candadite DEWEY as “the little man with 
the big dog", and President ROOSEVELT as "the big man with the little dog™. He 
seys neither of these individuals are any good but that he prefers DEWEY as the 
lesser of two evils. He told the audience I cantt ell you what is going to 
happen to me in the next four years, I mey be in prison or i may be killed, but 
“I am willing to be a martyr to the paises ' 


He thén cited the case of eight Ohio farmera who had corn standing 
in their fields and were without a corn picker, They went to town to buy 
a corn picker but the desler refused to sell them one which he had standing on 
the floor due to the fact that they had no certificate. The farmers laid the 
money on the counter and took the corn picker without a certificate. They were 
later tried and sentenced to five years in the federal penitentiary, but their 
sentence was suspended. He cited this oase as an example of freedom in America 
tOdave 
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According to SMITH, President ROOSEVELT s fortune was Pounaea years 
ago through opium smuggling. 


ITH says that all real Christians are now being labelled "Fascists" 
by the Communists and other liberal elements. He said that a group known as 
Friends of Democracy", controlled by the Communists, is presently engaged in 
@ smear campaicn against him which he welcomes. 


SMITH closed the meeting with a prayer. 


A collection was taken during the meeting. SMITE stated the entire 
collection would go to the Truth and Liberty Temple. 


There were approximately 500 people present at the meeting. 


The following investigation was conduc ted by SA 





Meeting at Truth and Liberty Temple bly 
on Monday, September 18, 19l4, - 68:00 P.M. 


The speaker was introduced by C. 0. STADSKLEV the pastor of the 
Truth and Liberty Temple. He commended this man as ceing among the few 
POUnBEsOue men left in the United States. 


SMITH immediately began to harangue relative to his "Nationalistic 
Party" saying that "when the boys come back the Nationalistic Party will 
become dynamic and intensive", He declared he hopes DEWEY will be elected since 
DEWEY was the lesser of two evils; that his candidacy was not important in the 
November elections, however, in the 1948 elections the Nationalistic Party 
would unanimously carry the soldier vote. 


SMITH declared that he was not anti-Semitic but he thought that 
"three million New York Jews should not run the country". 


He dwelt at some length with the 44 editorials in his publication 
"The Cross and the Flag". According to SMITH, the ROOSZVELT wealth had its 
origin "in opium smuggling"; that a larrze tire manufacturing company allegedly 
owned by HENRY FORD was shipped to Russia. He attacked the British censorship, 
and characterized HENRY WALLACE as a "midwife". He told those in attendance 
that he was not "mad at DEWEY but that DEWEY did not have any 'guts'", 


SMITH told of his experiences at the Dumbarton Oaks Conference. 
He described to an enthusiastic audience how a major in the United States 
Army told him that "they would possibly have to shoot him to wep him out of 
the secret conference? He indicated that he wes greatly disturbed with the 
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fact that the Russians could get in the conference and he could not. 
He was of the opinion that ROOSEVELT was collaborating with international 
bankers and "was mixed up in international skulduggery"™. 


Finally SMITH told the audience that he would disclose to them 
"the story of the century". He then spoke of the TYLER KENT incident 
indicating that he had obtained his. information from KENT'ts mother. Re- 
portedly KENT is a brilliant diplomat and linguist originally stationed in 
the United States Embassy at Moscow. After inciting STALIN's displeasure 
at the kremlin, KENT was transferred to London at which time JOSEPH P. 
KEN.‘EDY was the United States Ambassador to St. James. Allegedly KENT 
served as liaison officer and decoder between WINSTON CHURCHILL and ROOSEVELT. 
SMITH alleged that KENT learned from the coded messages that ROOSEVELT and 
CHURCHILL were engaged in international machinations. KENT became so perturbed 
that he attempted to leave London but was unable to get a passport; finally he 
went to Captain RAMSEY, told him the complete story, and RAMSEY in turn appeered 
before the House of Parliament and “sxposed WINSTON CHURCHTLL®. As a result of 
this, KENT was dismissed from the diplomatic staff and immediately arrested by 
the British authorities. He was tried in the British Court and sentenced to the 
Isle of Wight where he is today. According to SMITH, KENT's mother has appealed 
to the Supreme Court for a redress. SMITH believes that KENT should be brought 
into this country for trial; that when the complete story of KENT's arrest 
was told it will "end the ROOSEVELT dynasty". SMITH intimated that JOSEF 
STALIN was able to obtain certain coded messages from KENT when KENT was 
stationed in lioscow since the 0.G.P.U. was surveilling KENT at all times. 
As @ result of this, STALIN is today holding these messages Byer ROOSEVELT! s 
and CEURCHILL's head, = is PUAREARE them into line*®, 


There were soproximausiy 500 people in attendance at the Truth 
and Liberty Temple, approximstely 250 people in the basement of the church, 
and possibly 150 people on the outside of the church. SMITH was enthusiastically 
received and some members of the audience were heard to ejaculate "Poycutt 
the Jews" and “Buy Christian”. 


The following investigation was conducted by s. 
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Meeting at Truth and Liberty Temple 
on Tuesday, September 19, 19), - &:00 P.M. 


JRe 


GERALD L. K. SMITH was introduced by Cc. 0. STADSKLEV the pastor of 
Truth and Liberty Temple. After acknowledging the introduotion GERALD L. K. 
SMITH discussed Father COUGHLIN, during which discussion he stated he was 
a friend of Father COUGHLIN and that rather COUGHLIN was "finally hushed 


Pe ee 


a) 
+ 


Ste Faul 


109-4156 

up by the Jews". LR. oe of Rochester, Winnesota, was then asked 

to read the resolution of the recent America First Committee which resolution 

opposed the gold standard. after the resolution was read GERALD L. K. SMITE 
advised he was opposed to the ‘gold standard and stated he favored control . 
of the monetary system of this country by the federal government not by the 

_ world bankers. He next discussed the Jewish situation in the United States 
and advised that there are approximately 500,000 Jewish refugees already in 
this country as & result of the present wer and approximately Ly million 
who desire to enter the United States as refugees. He next pointed out that 
the Jews are worxing out monopolies in the various enterprises and stated that 
3% of the big business companies in the United States have received 50% of the 
government contracts during the present war. de referred to Rabbi STEPHEN WISE 
as being the leading Jew in the United States. He critized the anti- defamation 
league, which he indicated was operated and controlled by the Jews, and he 
critized the Jewish control of newspapers, theatres,end radios in the United 
States. He pointed out that 60 Jews in Hollywood contro} the movie industry. 
He further pointed out the pressure which the Jews can exert on newspapers _ 
and radios by threatening to withdraw their business advertisements fron news- 
papers &nd radios in order to control such newspapérs and. radio programs. 
He pointed out that the sedition trial of 26 persons in Washington, D.C. has 
been forced upon the government by the Jews. He concluded by stating that the 





wee 


_ Jews in the United States must cooperate and settle the various problems or 
they must suffer the consequences. 
He next discussed the Negro problem in the United States ana stated 
a tnat there are three avenues of approach to the problems. The first by 
ee annihilation; the second, intermingling; and the thira colonization. . He 
e ‘< pointed out that the first two approaches, namely annihilation and intermingling 
ae — of the races obviously would not settle the problem. He then discussed colonization 


as an approach and stated that 22 Negroes » were already in fevor of a colony 

_ being set up in West africa, anda he.indicated he was in favor of this coloniza=- 
tions the colony to be maintained under the flag of the United States. He 

fe next discussed immigration of Chinese from the Orient and pointed out that 
Ses there are 300 million Chinese who would like to immigrate to the United States. 
+2 He advocated that the entry gates to the United Steree be closed to immigration 

of the Chinese. 
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Concerning the war with Japan, he pointed out that in the latter 
en part of 19,1 WINSTON CHURCHILL saw the futility of getting the United States 
involved in the European War, but that in February, 1942, before the House 
’ of Commons, CHURCHILL boasted he had succeeded in getting the United States 
involved in the Pacific War. “Concerning the Japan attack on Pearl Harbor, | 
he ‘stated that the administration had every reason to believe that war would | 
come with Japan. He pointed out that approximately one year prior to the 
war the administration had talked of the possibility of war with Japan developing 
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St. Paul 

100-4156 

from outing off the oil supply going to Japan, and the administration 

had reached the decision that to cut off the oil supply would certainly . 

result in war with Japan. He stated that shortly before Pearl Harbor an 
ultimatum was directed to Japan wherein the oil supply from this country was 
cut off to Japan, and ge out that erepouey one year previcus the admin- 
istration had decided such an act would cer tainly result in war. - Upon cutting 
the oil supply to Japan, the military and naval authorities at Pearl Harbor 
were not advised. He pointed out that Admiral KIMMEL and General SHORT who 
were in commani of the Navy and Army at Fearl Harbor at the time of the attack 
should be brought to trial before the coming election in order that the facts 
concerning the sneak attack on Pearl Harbor could be fully developed and aired. 
He pointed out that prior to the attack on Pearl Harbor the United States had 
sold scrap iron to Japan and had sold obsolete warships which had cost this 
government $2,000,000 to construct for $7,000 each as scrap, and he pointed 


out that some of these warships purchased by Japan were floated from this. 


country to Japan, reconstructed, and are presently being used against us. 
He pointed out that the war in China has been lost by the allies but that 
censorship would not permit this information to be given to the American 
people. He stated that Madame CHIANG KAI SHEK is a refugee at the present 
time and that General CHIANG KAI SHEK is "on his way out". He stated that 
Marshal STaLIN had indicated he would render absolutely no assistance to the 
allies in the Pacific unless the allies would team up with the Communists 
in China. : 

The last topic discussed by GERALD L. K. SMITH was socialized medicine, 
and he indicated that he was very mich opposed to socialized medicine in ne . 
United States. ¢ 
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X * Director, FBI ee 
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- a : AMERICA FIRST PARTY; ae 
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SECURITY MATTER - SEDITION (ig. 2 ) 
Dear Sir: ne AF Opyeha 








There is bein out herein the pertinent i 
obtained from , whose identity is known to the 
Bureau, for the m september 12, 1944 through September 28, 194he 7D 


Informant advises that SMITH is devoting most of his 
me: time and attention at the present to his political campaign for President 
4 of the United states on the America First Party ticket and is presently 

E cee on a tour of various cities in the Middle West. 


| SMTTH was in Minneapolis on September 17, 18 and 19; 
pe in Milwaukee on September 20; Chicago on September 21; St. Louig on 
acer eid September 22; St. Henry, Ohio, September 24; Cleveland, Sept r 273-- 


Buffalo, September 28, and he will be in Philadelp bie ' ; 
Baltimore on October 3, and Pittsburgh on October 6, 1944. KY, es . 
St Thg arrangements for the Philadelphia meeting have 
fae. been made by CATHKRINEFBROWN of that city who is well known as a leader 
pees: of the National Blue star Mothers of America and is a close friend of 
ae SMITH. The Baltimore meeting is being arranged through Doctor WALTER _ 
} HAUSHALTER of the Baltimore Christian Temple, who is also a close friend 


TH. Arrangements for the meeting at Pittsburgh on October .6 are> 
in the hands of Mrs. MARIEALOHLE of that city. app: Pee 





Informant advises that csoncefvose of Kalamazoo, 

Michigan, a candidate on the Party's state ticket in Michigan and a 

disabled veteran of World War II, has been making the present speaking 

trip with SMIT The meeting at St. Henry, Ohio on September 24, 1944 
“ at which HARRYVROMER, the Party's candidate for Vice-President of the : 
a United states,|made his acceptance speech, was reported to have been a “ 
a big success. The meeting was evidently held out of doors and cars were x 
parked within a radius of a quarter of a mile to hear the speakers. 
: HOMER is said by SMITH to be a prominent leader of the Coughlinites in Ohio. 
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Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, was 
September 30, 1944 


SMITH has been having some difficulty with his cam- 
paign, according to informant. ‘the state of Alabama will not allow him 
to place his name on the ballot as a Presidential Candidate in that state. 
The America First Party filed credentials and papers with the state of 
Texas seeking to aualify the party for the ballot in that state. The 
names of twenty-two candidates for Presidential klectors were filed. No 
word has as yet been received from the state of exes as to whether or not 
the names will be placed on the ballot. 


SMITH has complained to the newspapers that he cannot 
obtain gasoline for the purpose of traveling on his presidential campaign. 
He has stated that DEWEY is "running around the country on a luwary train" 
and that "ROOSEVELT has spent $20,000,000 on his trip to Honolulu" but that 
"the OPA has refused to grant me my request for gasoline." SMITH has 
applied for enough gasoline for 8,000 miles in Michigan and for 20,000 
miles in the nation but has not as yet received a definite reply, since 
the OPA has requested additional information from him before making a 
decision. 


SMITH has also complained about the fact that he 
could not get his name on the ballot in the state of Maryland due to some 
technicality and indicated that he would take the matter to the Supresze 
Court, claiming that this action in refusing to put his name on the ballot 
was 4 disenfranchisement of the people. 


SMITH received a telegram from senator ‘'HEODORE GREEN, 
Chairman of the Vampaign expenditures Committee of the United states 
senate, requesting that he advise that committee of those states in which 
the America First Party has slated candidates for President and Vice- 
President and who will appear on the official ballot in the general 
election. SMITH has been in touch with other members of the United 
states senate. He requested Senator HENNET CLARK of Missouri to address 
his meeting at st. Louis on September 22, stating that the meeting would 
be attended by "1,000 Nationalists." Informant did not know whether or 
not senator CLARK had replied to sMITH's request. He also received some 
communications from senator HKOBEXT REYNOLDS of North Carolina, although 
informant did not know the nature of the matters dealt with in these 
letters. 


SMITH is making plans to begin his campaign in the 
state of Michigan at an early date and hopes to have four or five good 
rallies prior to election day. He originally intended to have the first 

















Letter to the Director He: GERALD L. K. SMITH, was 
vceptember 30, 1944 


rally about the seventh or eighth of October but informant now states that 
it will probably be held on the twelfth of October in the Hook Uadillac 
Hotel, vetroit, Michigan. A rally is also scheduled for Midland, michigan 
where SMITH has permission to use the loud speaker. It is evidently his 
intention to follow the exact itinerary which he used in his original 
campaign for the United states Senate two years ago. 


A letter has been sent out by him to 400 postmasters 
in Michigan asking for their routes and the number of boxes on the routes. 
this is for the purpose of getting out the rural vote. osMI'iH has a list 
of about 10,000 "best names“ but it is not clear whether or not these 
are confined to Michigan or extend throughout the country. These 
individuals will pe contacted by mail starting about thirty days before 
election. HAR SPRINGER, a preacher from Denver, Colorado, who has — 
collaborated with SMITH in the past, is expected to come to Vetroit in 
October and give assistance to SMITH in his campaign. 


} Informant indicated that SMITH had ordered HARL 
S 


OUTHARD of Chicago an additional 500 copies of SOUTHARD's book "Forty 


Years of hoogevelt." He wanted these books, however, to omit the box 


appearing on page forty-two which infers that the readers should vote 

for DEVYEY. SMITH wishes to distribute these books among the followers 
of his Party and does not want any "plugs" for DEWEY to appear in such 
book, 


SMITH is also very much interested in an article 
appearing in the Chicago Sun on September 16th dealing with conditions 
in France and pointing out that the American soldiers there found 


people better provided for in France than they had been in England. 


SMITH was anxious to get a copy of this article and considered it very 
significant. 


According to informant, SMITH and KENNETH Py ae of 
Detroit, attorney for the FARMERS' GUILD and Chairman of the State 
Convention of the America First Party hela in Detroit on July 3lat, are 
in agreement on most of the political issues of the day. WEBER has 
indicated that sSMITH's voters are the life blood of the Farmers’ Guild 
in Michigan. SMITH explained to WEBER that ZLIZABETHF DILLING had stated 
that she could not vote for the America First Party but that she would 
vote a straight Republican ticket and impeach DEWEY if he did not act 
in a manner satisfactory to her. SMITH felt that he should write her 
and tell her that DEWEY's attack on HAMILTON FISH and himself was sufficient 
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Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, was 
September 30; 1944 





evidence of his attitude. SMITH advised WEBER that the Chicago Tribune 
had indicated in a recent article that it was futile to expect anything 
of DESY and the voters should concentrate on candidates for the Senate 
and House of Representatives. 





The suit against SEITH by the individual who claimed 
he had a prior right to the name, "America First," has been dropped. 


According to informant, BERNARD a Youn, Secretary 
and Treasurer of the America First Party and SMITH's personal secretary, 
is leaving SMITH on November lst, allegedly because of ill health and 

has told SIITH he will go to Texas to live. However, informant states 
- #9 that DOMAN has been looking for a job at various other places in Detroit 
" and apparently is not leaving SMITH for reasons of ill health, although 
( DOMAN apparently wants SHITH to believe that such is the reason for his 
leaving. 


Very truly yours, 


KU Goerneg 


C easemneMaan! _— . Re A. UERIN, SAC 
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October 17, 19Lh 





This will acknowledge receipt of your recent letter dated 


October 11, 19L4. 


Your observations are much anpreeinted and should you in the future 
receive othor information which you believe to be of ‘nterest to this Burcau, 
please fecl free to corrminicate with the Speclal Acent in Charre of ti:is 
Eurcauta New Orleans Field Division located at 1308 lasonte Tenrle Th lding, 


C Now Orleans 12, Louisiana. 
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DETAILS: At Detroit, Michigan: & 


Unless otherwise stated, ; tion hereinafter set. 
out has been received from whose identity is 


known to the Bureau, 


Subject SMITH claims to have taken a very active part in the 
fight against Vice President HENRY|WALLACE for his nomination as Vice Presi~ 
dent of the United States at the ¢ratic National Convention at Chicago 
and in this connection SMITH wut out a circular at the qonvention, allegedly . 


hILiwaN, Subject at the Chicago Democratic Convention also put out a circu 
ar relative to an alleged philosophy of Vice President WALLACE on inter- 
marriage of negroes and whites. 


\asina, Vice President WALLACE's connection with JOSEPH STaLIN and SIDNEY 


Missouri, in approximately the middle of July, 1944, and is employed by 
Subject to work in his downtown Detroit office and has been devoting a 
considerable part of his time to a study of the election laws of the vari 
Btates, 


DON LOHBECK: moved to Detroit, Michigan, from St. Louis, \\ 
a\ 


During the past six or seven weeks, SMITH has been in contact 
with RALPH BABHMAN of Washington, D. C. BAERMAN, for SwITH's benefit, has 
been making a survey of the changes in the election laws of the several 
states with reference to the Soldier's Vote. GMITH and BABHMAN have a 













LIC 


e street number of 


and the street is believed oO be 
Wash} 


on telephone number is & ¥ 

eard from some source that "they™™e : 
prints with the way everything is being handled in reference to the 
pending sedition trials in Washington. 


Senator ROBERT R LDS allegedly told a reporter from the 
Chicago Sun that he had no s about being one hundred oe for every-- 
thing that QuITH is for. In the early part of August, 19 Senator 
REYNOLDS expressed himself to the effect that he was about -to support the 
Republican ticket because he did not want to suppert the New Deal, but that 
he had decided he would rather have ROOSEVELT than DENEY. in the Presidency 
and he felt that DEWEY is politically a “dead pigeon.” 


On July 28, 1944, SMITE reported to the Associated Presa 
that he had sent a telegram to Governor THOMAS & DENY at Albany, New ¥ 
in“substance as follows: 


"In the light of your condemnation of Congressman HAMILTON RISE, wu) 
you be interested in replying to the following ipeyee et 
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"1, Do yo agree with Governor BRICKER in his bid for the Pi 
support of my followers and myself? 


as Congressman HOFFMAN, Sengtor GaHALD P,’ NYE, Senator 
OBERT AJ TaFT and Congressman ROY WOODRUFF and ‘such other 
America First. nationalists who havq spoken and voted 
throughout the years the same as HAMILTON FISH? 


"2, Do you oppose the ish orn of such America First republicans 


"3. Do you realize that you have broken tradition in interfering 
with a Congressional primary? 


"4. Do you propose to interfere in Congressional districts with 
the people's right to nominate their own candidate for Congress? 


"5. If you practice the purge system such as practiced by Mr. 
ROOSEVELS before election, what could wa expect of you if 
elected? , 


In further reference to Governor DEWEY's attack on HAMILTON 


FISH, SMITH is of the opinion that DEWEY will give "STZVE" DaY "the same 
dose," os 


On or about July 31, 1944, SiITH made a press release to the 


wire service representatives in Detroit as follows: 


"For the first time in history a party officially and 
legally qualified as the America First Party meets today in a state 
convention in Detroit. 


"The call was issued by BERNARD A.\DOMAN as Secretary, at the 
instigation of GERALD L. K, SuITH, National Dinector of the newly-formed 
America First Party, TDOMAN said, 'Delegates have qualified from sixty- 
two Michigan counties. ‘We shall nominate many candidates for office, 
including all State officers, Presidential electors and candidates for the 
State Legislature.,' , 


4GEHALD L, K. SuITH, interviewed at the convention headquarters 
in Detroit at the Detroit Leland Hotel said, ‘Our people cannot swall 


- the New Deal or anything that looks or eoundg like ROOSSVELT.' ve 


"Governor DEWEY has told the world that he will not accept 


our support, in fact, in his 4pril 4 speech he virtually called for the 


liquidation of our three million constituents, DEWEY's attack on Con- 
eressman HAMILTON FISH, one of the nation's leading America Firsters, 
maxes it imperative that we lay the foundation for a dynamic nationalist 
party in America, : * 


a. 
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"'It is possible that we may not nominate for Vice President,! 
said SMITH, tbecause of the popularity of Governor JOHN BRICKER among our 
people,! . 


"Today we will choose someone to be the America First candi- 
date for President in Michigan with the understanding that whomsoever we 
name today for President will defer if necessary to the candidate nomi- 
nated by our national convention when it meets the fourth week in August." 


At the Michigan State Convention of the America First Party 
held at Detroit on August 1, 1944, SuITH probably had Governor BRICKER 
nominated for Vice President with the thought that he would necessarily not 
accept the nomination, On the same day, according to the United Press dis- 
patch, Governor BRICKER did refuse the nomination in words as follows: "I 
will not accept such a ridiculous offer. I shall not permit my name to be 
used in any such connection," 


According to the United Press in reference to Governor 
BRICKER's nomination, Governor DEWEY stated, "The report that America First 
has nominated SiITH and BRICKER is a smear, GERALD QuITH is one of those 
rabble-rousers who, like sDOLPH HITLER, makes racial prejudice his stock 
in trade. This contemptible attampt to associate himself with Governor 
BRICKER is a sinister attempt to smear the Republican candidate for Vice 
President ," 


In response to the statements made by Governors BHICKER and 
DEWEY, GuITH issued a statement to the United Press in substance as follows: 
"The comment of Governor DEWEY and Governor BRICKER concerning the action 
of the America First Party proves to my complete satisfaction the need for 
the America First Party as the true voice of nationalism in America, I 
observe that Mr, DEWEY, who seems so touchy concerning America First matters 
has endorsed for Congress against HAMILTON FISH the same candidate which is 
being supported by HARL BROWDER, The truth is cut at last. DEWEY's attack 
on America First assures beyond doubt the fact that ROOSEVELT, WILKIE, Dewy 
and BROWDERK are in the same bed together, They all opposed FISH and supported 
BENNETT, The same gang’ fights GHnaALD L, K. SMITH. I am not afraid to take 
then all at once, I'll have plenty of help when the boys come home." 


In further reference to Governor BRICKER, SMITH released the 
statement: “In repudiating our cordial support, he has displayed the same 
weakness as when he capitulated to DEWEY at Chicago. If DEWEY can control 
him now, he can control him if, by accident, he is elected." 


The Executive Committee of the America First Michigan State 
Convention caucused on the night of August 1, 1944, BERNARD A. DCMAN acted 
as chairman and HaRRY A, ROMER of St. Henry, Ohio, was chosen ae Vice President. 


se 
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ROMER has been a leader of the National Union for Social Justice and is a 
menber of the Farmers Guild, ROMER is allegedly a prominent merchant and 
farmer and presided over a meeting some time ago in Greenville, Ohio, where 
@ large mumber of farmers were addressed by SMITH, The nomination as the 
Vice Presidential candidate of the Party was accepted by ROMER, Several | 
days after the nomination of Governor BRICKER as the Vice Prasidential 
candidate of the America First Party in Michigan and BRICKER's refusal to 
accept the nomination, SMITH is alleged to have explained that he had worked 
the nomination of BRICKER to hold his people together, that some of them had 
felt that they could entrust their welfare to BRICKER and by forcing him a 
into a repudiation it kapt the America First group in a solid body. 


\ 
ith 
' 

{ 


On August 2, 1944, SMITH made the following release to the 
United Press in Detroit; “I accuse Governor T, E. DEWEY of being the first 
Presidential candidate in history in making a political issue out of tha 
Jewish question, By. introducing the Jewish question into national politics, 
he does the Jewish race a grave injustice. He becomes the super—demagogue 
in using this technique to hold the support of the large Jewish vote in New 
York. The Jewish issue was not mentioned or discussed at the convention of \\ 2 
the America First Party.” | . 

In the early part of August, 1944, the dates of August 29 and 
30, 1944, were selected by GiTH for the holding of the first national con 
vention of the America First Party in Detroit, Michigan. It was determined 
that the convention headquarters should be at the Detroit Leland Hotel. It 
was originally planned that two big sessions of the convention should be held 
at the auditorium of the Northern High School in Detroit, Michigan, 


In connection with S.ITH's use of the school anditorium, the 
Board of Hducation of the City of Detroit ruled that GuITH could not have 
same until he appeared personally before the School Board and, in accordance 
with this, SMITH did appear before the Board on August 8, 1944, at which 
meeting the Board voted to permit SMITH and his organization to use the 
auditorium for the national convention, provided no collections of any kind 
were made within the auditorium, SMITH claimed that the Board of Education 
had been used as a sounding board to attack the patriotism and American 


integrity of himself and his compatriots and that the "Commies" were active 


in trying to keep him from getting the school and further that a member of 
the School Board by the last name of GORMAN had been particularly outstand- 
ing in his attack on SMITH and afterwards SMITH referred to GORMAN as being 
a "little kike." Notwithstanding the fact that the School Foard at this 
meeting determined to permit GITH to use a school auditorium during the 
America First Party national convention, the idea of using the auditoriun 
was abandoned by S1ITH and it was determined that all activities in connec- 
tion with the convention would be had at the Detroit Leland Hotel. 
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In connection with his campaign, SMITH released a proposal 
to the effect that Britain and France should release a million square miles 
of land in Africa to be mada available free for negro colonization. In 
response to this, RAYMOND AQ MARTINEZ, a negro attorney in Detroit, eeeceiatea 

: with the\Negro Nationalists Society of America, through the Detroit News 
attacked \SMITH's position and disclaims any connection with SMITH of his 
group. In explanation of his criticism,of SMITH appearing in the Detroit © 
News, MARTINEZ claimed that he had been working on the idea of African 
‘colonization since 1930 and that in 1938 he had prepared a bill which Senator 

i BILBOA had introduced in Congress and that when the negro press found out 

A about ILBOM s connection, it immediately attacked both him and the bill. 

MaRTINEZ claimed that other negroes had "jumped" on him concerning SMITH's 
position and told him that they would run into plenty of trouble if SulTH 

endorsed "this proposition. . 


| 











, According to representations made by GiITH, the America 
ro First Party is entering into various campaigns in connection with the 
Fall election, principally for educational and propaganda purposes and 
inscfar as the Presidential campaigm is concerned, he, SMITH, is going to’ 
attempt to ae debate on the principal issue of whether to bring the 
boys home or not. 


rr to a press release made by SMITH, it was stated 
that during the campaign he intended to accuse DEWEY of wanting to take this 

; country into an alliance with Britain in order to "whip" Russia and further 

=o that during the campaign SMITH intends to discuss issues which he claims 

YY neither of tha major political candidates have the nerve to discuss, namely ys. 

| (1) The gece ENT case involving his mysterious internment in London after}: 
3 asserti iURCHTLL, before he arose to the prime ministership, was pe 
using the’ eae pouch to correspond with ROOSEVELT about coming Sveti: oe 
: mee (2) the KIs (HL-SHORT scandals directly and completely. 


S) About August 20, 1944, advised SMITH 4 
to the effect that "thay" have " something perto e Judge presiding | Win 
over the \edition trials at eens D, ae that "will hold the trial up Woe 


“ws 


for a whilk. | poo 





- By a release given to the United Press, it was announced 
that tha buffalo had been chosen as the symbol of the America First Party 
and that Washington is the vignette of the Party and will appear on America 
First ballots, after this S.ITH requested of the Department of the Interior 
Sa the use of a buffalo as a mascot for the Party and requested that a buffalo 
<3 ba named “America First.” This request was responded to by Secretary of the 

Interior, HaROLD L, ICKES, who refused to grant the request on the basis that 

_ he did not want to play politics with the national paris, 





= 6.5 








e : 

* J J re ‘ 
F _ 4 a is 
Pari Aaa 
ort, eee) 

es " a fens 

- ae, Pao t's 

, ; ; 
. 


(De 62-1126) 


On August 20, 1944, GMITH left Detroit, arriving at Washington, 
D, C., the following day. He claimed that his purpose for going to { 
Washington was to insist that the "nationalists" be represented at the Dum- il 
barton Oaks Conference, having expressed himself to the effect that he 
thought the matter of JOHN Fo DULLES! taking part in the conference was 
a "terrible hoax." In reference fto DULLES, RALPH|RAERMAN of Washington, 
D., C., allegedly expressed himself to the effect Phat he did not trust - 
DULLES at all and had read articles indicating that DULLES does law business 
for the British Empire, SMITH allegedly claimed that his tsiness at the 
State Department was being handled personally by CORDELL HULL and that on 
fugust 23, 1944, he had given “our ultimatum, making the accusation of 
commission of treason in connection with the holding of the Dumbarton Oaks 
Conference behind the people's backs and threatening to impeach "than," — 


. SMITH went from Washington, D. C., directly to Cincinnati, 
Ohio, in order to be there in time for a mecting at Hamilton, Ohio, on 
iugust 27, 1944, where he and HARRY A, ROMER addressed a meeting of farmers, 


SMITH expressed considerable concern in connection with an 


article appearing in the megust 15, 1944, issue of New York Post by 

VICTOR WIZS#L. He expressed his concern tN a cxtarsy from 

the star¥point of the source of the information divuiged in the article and 
indicated that the "mystery man" referred to in the articl aT PH 

BAERMAN ‘of Washington, D, ©. SMITH allegedly indicated to hat he qv 
felt tha information contained in the article had come to the author b 
through as d recently been in Washington and New | 
York. eg indi Cae that while in New York he had been in | 


contac and both he and his wife visited with 
ng their stay and that during either of their visits some | 

ormation\in the article may have been discussed, also | 

allegedly claimed to SMITH that he felt that some of the 6) ion in | \ 


























the article may have come from employees in SMITH's downtown office in 
Detroit. 


The National Convention of the America First Party convened 
at the Detroit Leland Hotel in Detroit at 3 p.m. August 29, 1944, There 
were five sossions in all, the first session being at 3 p.m., the second at 
8 p.m, on august 29, and the last three sessions being at 10 a.m,, 3 p.m., 
and 8 p.m. on August 30, 1944, At the convention SMITH was nominated as 
the candidate for President of the United States. 


On August 31, 1944, the following release came over the 


wire of the Associated Press, inaibstance: 
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on the request that it investigate the introduction at the America First 
Sater Party National Convention at Detroit this wear of a resolution calling 
— for either the deportation or sterilization of Jews, Chairman GREEN, 

* Democrat from Rhode Island, announced that the committee would meet 
tomorrow to consider a protest of the“Nen-Sectarian Anti-Nazi League, 
3 ( whose headquarters are in New York City, that the resolution wes designed 


e "The Senate Elections Committee agreed today to consider | I | 


to incite racial strife. JAMES A, IN of Boston as Chairman of the 
inti-Nazi League sent in a telegram to GREEN that 'there is here a plain 
ceauspiracy to incite and encourage racial strife in Am2rica in time of 
war and to deprive america's citizens of their civil rights, under the 
guise of carrying on activities as a political party.' SHELDON also 
protested to the Senate Committee against the America First Convention's 
adoption of a resolution ‘calling for a vast public investigation of the 
Jewish influence in the government and the war, We respectfully suggest 
and urge your committee to undertake investigation ef the possible misuse 
of the political party machinery and other electoral practices by a group 
) \ which poses as 2 political party, but is in fact a subversive propaganda 
ency.' 
"The deportation resolution proposed that tall Jews should 


be deported to a later designated area if they do not leave America 
voluntarily within five years.'" 


. 4), /. 


8 In response to inquiries concerning the above release, SMITH 
ae allegedly stated to a representative of the Associated Press that the reso— 
OT \ lution referred to was not adopted, nor even brought to a vote, that "some 

fellow" did make the statement at the convention. Further, SMITH alleged}; 
said that he knew of a Jew who said that all Germans should be sterilized, 


+ q but that the Jew was not investigated. 


oe SMITH, in answer to Mr, SHELDON's accusation, made the 
following release to the Associated Press: "JAMES A, SHELDON, who wants 
me investigated, is the head of a Gestapo-like organization which racketeers 
on Jewish contributors. Our convention was covered by the Press, Any 
newspaperman who covered our convention knows that the Maerz Resolution 
was not even considered, A careful investigation of SHELDON's outfit will 
reveal that they have spent hundreds and thousands of dollars to sgear such 
ro good Americans ag HENRX FORD, Colonel ROBERINicCORMICK, CHARL2S A, ERGH 
and numerous members of Sengress. SHELDON is tad because we kicked one of 
. his hired stooges out of the convention on his ear. Let's investigate 
evarybody and alternate the questions between SHELDON and myself and let 
the American people decide who is right." In making the release to the 
Associated Press, it was explained that the stooge referred to as being 
kicked out of the meeting was a man named MARI , SSI. 
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Concerning a suggested investigation of SMITH and the America 
First Party by the American Legion, that is hereinafter referred to, SMITH 
made the following release to the Associated and United Press Services in 
Detroit on September 1, 1944: "I welcome an investigation by the American 
Legion. I would suggest, however, that the National Committee on Americani- 
zation or the Michigan Committee on Americanization would be more competent 
to judge than any local Legion leaders, who might hold a partial political 
Viewpoint. In this connection I received notification only this morning that 
my only son, GERALD SMITH, Jr., has been cited for the Purple Heart for 
wounds received in Burma where he volunteered to dangerous duty. He has 
also received a Presidential citation," 


Turing the period of time after the National Convention of 
the America First Party, QuITH has been concerned as to the position which 
Mrs, M KNOWLES of the\American Mothers' Association in Detroit will take 
in Lae to supporting \himself in the Presidential election. Mrs. KNOWLES 
allegedly haX revorted that\ the mothers represented by herself want to hear 
what DEWEY and ROOSEVELT have to say before committing themselves as to 
their support on a Presidential candidate, that she is opposed to a fourth 
term for ROOSEVELT in that it would perpetuate him and make him too powerful 
and that she hopes that DEWEY will have a program that will meet with the 
epproval of the mothers represented by herself. If Mre. KNOWLES is not 
satisfied with DEVEY's candidacy, there is no indication as to whether or not 
she would in that event lend her support to the candidacy of SMITH. 


BERNARD DOMAN, SMITH's Secretary in charge of his office in 
Detroit, has informed SMITH that he is quitting his job and igs planning on 
going down south to live on his mother's farm, explaining that he had recently 
undergone a tubercular test which proved to be positive and that he was 
going to rest and try to rebuild his lungs. Whether or not this is the full 
and correct reason for DOMAN's wanting to quit working for SMITH is not known. 
There is some indication that it may not be the entire reason, inasmuch as 
some effort has been made by DOMAN recently in the way of sedcing employment 
elsewhere in Detroit. It is not known as to the exact time when DQ“AN will 
terminate his employment. ‘Who DOMAN's successor will be is not yet known, 


SMITH has been in ocCasional contact with Captain EARL 


ipient of the book, WForty Years of ROOSHVELT," which SOUTHARD is author 
of or at least collabora ed with the author of, to the effect that on page 
of the recent edition there was a box which in effect said to vote for DEWEY. 
SMITH was unable to understand this, inasmuch as this book was being oa out 
by him as a premium to his followers, and when he contacted SOUTHAND i 
regard thereto demanding an explanation of the box appeal in the oe 
SOUTHARD claimed that it did not contain an indication that people should 
vote for DEWEY, but that they should go.out and vote for nationalist 
Congressmen and Senators. 


Deere of Chicago, Illinois, and just recently SMITH was advised by the 
c 


(De 62-1126) 


SMITH is sending a copy of the platform of the America First 
_ Party to Senator ROBERT REYNOLDS, who is going to attempt to get it into the 
i Congressional Record. : 


ay 


SMITH has been making an effort to secure radio time on a 
share equal with that of other political parties, but there has been no oH 
indication that he hag been successful in these attempts. 


The following information was received from 37D 
a whose identity is known to the eres ex ing 
wnich may be otherwise designated. 
At the Michigan State Convention of the America First Party, 
which convened July 31, 1944, at the Detroit Leland Hotel in Detroit, 
- Michigan, the first session was attended by 67 persons and the second and 
| evening session attended by approximately 150 persons. There were no 
servicanen in attendance at the convention, GMITH acted as temporary 
chairman at the opening of the session and stated that his part in the 
convention would be purely advisory as he was probably the only one fully 
acquainted with all the delegates. SMITH said that both of the old poli-~ 
tical parties had gone internationalist, that "two Republicans had written 
the infamous resolution 666" and that FERGUSON {Michigan's junior Senator) 
had gone on @ speeking tour on behalf of BURTON, BaLL, HATCH international 






a schene tg get us into a world super—government, SMITH recommended reading 
¢ the book “Refugees of 1944" by Captain JO OR, head of the Coalition 
: of america Patriotic Societies. In this book ‘TREVOR states that there e.e 
f twenty million refugees knocking at the doors of the United States, SMITH 
stated, "While we sympathize with the refugees, we want jobs for our return 


\ < ing boys first. Instead of lowering the immigration barriers, we should 
: raise then," | 3 


SMITH condemned DEWEY for "kicking our friends in the teeth, " 
referring specifically to DEWEY's condamation of HAMILTON FISH, injecting 


the racial issue into the campaign, SMITH said that ROOSSVELT had done away 
with FISH's Congressional district in an attempt to eliminate the Congressman ad 
DEWEY was trying to defeat his candidacy in the new district. SMITH then 
ry recommended KENNETH C.MWEERER, attorney for the Farmers Guild, as permanent 

ne Chairman for the convehtion, This recommendation was followed by the conven. 

= tion, 2 
f | In his wabeestanes speech, Mr. WEEBIR lauded the Michigan 
- representation in the national House of Representatives, ajngling out ef ae 


special praise CLAIRE &. HOFFMAN, PAUL W, 2 a FRED L. Sel Rov 
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any man ever had; threw it right in the ashcan," 
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‘WOODRUFF and F RADLEY, "The others," WEBBER said, “were by and. 
ia egod America Firsterssand on the whole had opposed ! everything," 
The convention then resolved into a committee of the whole to discuss 
nominations. Separate motions were made, seconded and carried, endorsing 
the Congressmen whom My. WEBBER had sinvled | out and a Dlanket motion s then 
made covering JONKMaAN Seeaece., Boda NDSRO,\ MICHENER and PLACKNEY. 
Reverend LELANDNQARIGN bf Pontiak, Mighigan,% on geverest ed for Goverfor and \\ 
Private GHORGENYOSS from the military hospital at Fort Custer was nominated 
for Lieutenant Governor. In reference to VOSE, SMITH said that he had run 
for Congress in the primary and had pulled five thousand votes. VOSE has 
been an active Townsendite and has in the past made many ees in connec- 
tion with this program. : 

BEHNAND DOMAN was nominated as Secretary of State and C. J. 

MITE of Belding, Michigan, was nominated for State Treasurer; SMITH is 
@ paint manufacturer whp had just been informed of the death of his son in 
the Pacific, ALMOND G.|BLANCHARD, a farmer residing on Route 2, Niles, 
Michigan, was nominated’ for #oditor General, BLANCHARD is described as 
Deing a Coughlinite. 


In discussing the candidate for President on the State ticket, 
GuITH said that it would have to be someone who would relinquish his votes if 
the national convention should nominate someone elge, SMITH said that he 
had talked with CHakLES LINDBEXGH and had sent Mrs.{LUNDEaN to talk with him. 
This latter fact, he said, was not for publication.] In reference to LIND- 
BEXGH, SuITH SalD, “The boy has a persecution compléx; he has become a 
recluse; he doesn't want to be burt. That boy threw away more power than | 


SMITH said in reference to the Presidency also that he had 
talked to Senator BURTON WHEELER, WHEELER advised that he would not 
consider it, giving as an &cuse that he was too old, SMITH said that a 
mitual friend had told him t WHEELER disliked DEWEY so much that it had a 
tendency to make him cuddle closer to his own party. 


SMITH said that he had talked to Senator ROBERE REYNOLDS 
and that REYNOLDS told him that he could be quoted in any way SMITH liked, 
that it could be said that he was for america First and he would back g.ITE 
up in everything he did or said, SMITH said that when he asked Senator 
REYNOLDS to run for President on the America First ticket, REYNOLDS | "let 
the cat out of the bag by saying 'I am waiting another four years!" 


after this, QuITH was ‘unanimously voted as the Presidential 


candidate of the Party. Governor BRICKGR was nominated as the Vice Presi- 
dential candidate and when someone suggested that hg might not accept, he wes 


-li- 
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told in effect by GsITH that that wes the idea, that "We are going to justify 
ourselves in a complete break from the GOP." Informant was not present at 
the time HARRY A. KOMER was nominated as the Vice Presidential candidate 

for the Party. , a 


, CD ori information in connection with the © L972 
National Convention of the America First Party at the Detroit Leland Hotel 
in Detroit, Michigan, July 29-30, 1944, as follows: | 


At the first session of the convention 175 seats were all 
filled and that evening there were about five hundred present. At the even~ 
ing meeting on July 30 there wera ahout eight mndred persons present. Women 
were predominant at all sessions on a ratio of about sixty to forty. One 
member of the Seabees was present at the first session with his father, who 
was a delegate from Ohio, tha name of the father not being ascertained. No 
other servicamen were present during any of the sessions of the convention. 
Reprints of "Dewey: The Man in the Blue Serge Suit" by RICHARD H, ROVERE, as 
published in Harper's Magazine, were distributed to those in attendance, 


| Mrs. DAVID (FRIHDA) STANLEY of the Cleveland Mothers! Club 
was the first speaker. She said that she had been persecuted by the 
Cleveland, Ohio, press and, citing this, said that they were fortunate to 
have such a good friend ALD . SMITH, J before M STANLEY' 5 


— se poe. 
The main issue in the campaign, according to HOEK, is to 
ntrol from the Jews; "legal currency" wes the manner in which 
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wrest any co 
he put it. 


SMITH talked briefly following Mrs, STANLEY!s speech, 
narrating how he had gone to Washington to uphold the principles of national~ 
ism at the Dumbarton Oaks Conference, where the entrance was guarded by 
soldiers, He told how HULL had granted an interview to JOHN FOSTER DULLES, 
Governor DEWEY's internationalist advisor, but that HULL did not have time 
to see SMITH, SuITH then enumerated the forty planks of the America First 
platform, which included the Jew, the Negro, legal monsy, labor unions and 
other issues of the hour, 


CARL MOTE of Indianapolis, Indiana, was appointed chairman 
and keynote speaker by SvITH, MOTE stated that he had met SMITH several 
tines prior to Pearl Harbor, had visited SiITH's offices and inspected the 
archives. He axpressed gratification over the mmber of SMITH's following 
and the work of the committee of one million. The Dumbarton Oaks Conference 
formed the basis of MOTS's address, He said that “wet did not know what was 
going on behind the scenes, that everything was being done and ‘American 
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interests were being sold out in secret conferences, beginning with the 
“conferenca in a fog" off the Newfoundland Coast. MOTE spoke of MORGEN- 
THAU' s monetary stabilization fund of two billion doilars and said. that 
there was not a cent left. He said that the gold at Fort Knox, which we had 
bought from the British and Russians at the outrageous price of thirty-five 
dollars an ounce, was not ours and that we would have to buy it back from 
the "people whe owned it." 


HOTE's text was taken from BURKE's "Thoughts on the French 
Revolution." He paraphrased the lead to the text saying that BURKE was 
speaking of "those who would ride any horse for a prize." The true text 
was "In my opinion their arrogance exceeds even their crimes," MOTE said 
he had studied “Thoughts on the French Revolution™ in college. MOTE spoke 
until 5:30 p.m. Because he had pot yet finished, his address was postponed 
in order to permit Mr. GHORGE T.{FOSTER, Director of Constitutional Americans 
of Chicago, to read a letter from a southern delegate to the Republican © 
convention, J STE explained that he had written to all the delegates of 
the Chicago Convention of the Kepublican Party asking what they thought ‘ 
of the Chicago "betrayal." . va 


FOSTER explained that the old line republicans who put party 
ahead of principie wanted him to support DEVEY regardless, but this one 
southern delegate agreed with FOSTER in his position against DEWEY. 


After the first session of the convention a GRaCH NICK of 
2391 N. W. Irving, Fortland, Oregon, made a request to read a later addressed 
to DEWEY before the *onvention. This request was denied and thd Sunday, 
Septerber 3, 1944, Detroit News carried an article to the effect that Mrs. 
WICK was through with CERaLD L. K. SMITH, although she was still for america 
First, that her supporters had taken up a collection of three hundred dollars 
to send her to the convention and she might just as well not have come. 


During the introductory remarks at the opening of the conven- 
tion, SmITH announced the presence of a Mr. MARIO ROSSI and asked him to 
ssion “either vertically or horizontally," which request ROSSI 
complied with, his badge being removed of jie t. 
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At the beginning of the evening session, MOTE finished his 


address which he had started that afternoon. He was followed by GHORGE T. 
FOSTER as a speaker, who was supposed to discuss constitutional gov2rnment. 


.In introducing him, QiITH told of FOSTER's having been the keynote speaker 


at the recent Mothers! Conference in Chicago, Illinois, FOSTER talked 
about DEWEY, saying that DEWEY had begun his career as a canter in a Jewish 
synagogue and had never thrown off the influence. 


During the evening session of +ugust 30, 1944, the principal 
speakers were CHARLES G.fJ ANDERSON, HARRY RO.ER, GEORGE VOSE and GMITH. 
SMITH, Mrs. SMITH, MOTEJ VOSS, ROMER, ReverendfMARIGN and Reverand WILLIAM 
HUGG, Pastor of the Garfield aveme Christian/fChurch of Indianapolis, 
Indiana, were on or near the speakers platform, ANDERSON spoke in favor of 
a negotiated peace to "end this slaughter." He told of his difficulties | 
with the Republican machine and Governor GREEN. He said that they hated 
him because he preached the Americanism of Father COUGHLIN and GERALD L, 
K, QuITH, 


HakRY ROMER limited his speech to fifteen minutes, in which 
he denounced tha leadership of thd/American Legion, saying that while 85% 
of the rank and file were all ret, the 15% comprising the leadership were 
"the most un-american people you cah find anywhere" and he challengei the 
press to put that down, In connection with HOMEH, SMITH announced that 
ROWER would make his acceptance speech in St. Henry, Ohio, on some future 
Sunday afternoon. 


GOnGH VOoE in his speech related how he had run for Congress 
spending only fifty dollars and raceiving more votes than any other loser 
in the primary. The machine, he said, hates him, VOSE displayed at the 
convention an honorable discharge recently received by him from the army. 
VOSE told tha convention that while he was in the Fort Custer Hospital, he 
used to preach nationalism to the other patients after the lights were out. 
VOSE claimed that he still has three draining wounds in his left leg. 


VOSE claimed that the new crop of Veterans are going to form 
their own Legion. VOSE's address was followed by a standing ovation, 
Following the ‘same SMITH commented, "Think of it, the British spend 
twenty-two thousand dollars in one Washington saloon alone and charge it 
to lend lease, while this young man gets only $37.50 a month, This boy 
is worth twenty million Chinese." 


According to the informant, SMITH’s speech was along the same 


line as that he has been using since the Republican Convention, as previously 
reported, . s a 
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Although he,;was not in attendance as a delegate at the 
convention, WILLIAM ROBEXT{LYMAN, presently on trial for sedition in " 
Washington, D. C., was confinuously present in the hetel while the con- \ y 
vention was going on, From him, some of those in attendance received a pa vi 
yellow leaflet depicting a cartoon in reference to the Jews and containing 
statements on the outside in reference to the Jews, as follows: ‘Whose 
war is it? Use your common sense, let tham fight it, Will they rule the 


world? Why spill your people's blood?" 
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a 2 the writer with a copy 
of an article appearing in the New York Post under date of August 15, 1944, D 
under the column heading of "Labor News and Comment by VICTOR RIESEL". This 37 


is the article above referred to in information supplied by 
The article is quoted as follows: 


"Those strutting, self-styled leaders of the American Nationalist 
network have discovered a propagandist whom they describe to 
their fanatical followers as '!the most intelligent anti-Semite 
in fmerica.! 


"He is the Mystery Man behind a new country-wide anti-Jewish, 
anti-refugee, anti-CIO political machine which the Nationalists, 
led by GERALD L. K. SMITH, plan to launch within the next weeks. 


"When the American Nationalist strategists and their America First 
Party partners needed money to finance their new Jew-baiting 
campaign, it was the Mystery Man who approached the Ford Motor Co. 
for the slush fund, 


"Recently in the neat Ford Administration Bldg. at Dearborn, in 
the heart of the far-flung automobile and aircraft empire, the 
new and still unpublicized nationalist braintruster laid out 
his blueprint of nationalist revolutions 


"TALKS TO FORD'S NEW FRONT MAN 


"The Mystery Man talked for hours to JOHN BUGAS, new front. man 
for the aged FORD, But BUGAS, former chief of the FBI in 
Michigan, threw him out without a cent. 


"Ur, FORD is not the only mid-west industrialist. The SMITH 
crowd has been making the rounds trying to frighten big 
business into setting the Nationalists up as a counter force 
to theNoIO Political Action Committee and the new bogey—man, 
SaDNEY, Ne 


"The Bc aici must have met with some success for they 

are now ready to announce a new political coalition which will 
be on the ballot in 16 states and which has set up clubs from 
Newark to Los Angeles. 


"Midwest headquarters are in SMITH'S private Detroit office, 
where you can find ALLAN\YZOIL operating under an assumed name. 
(It was the handsome, 240\pcund ZOLL who organized the 
Christian Front picket line around WMCA when that station cut 
Father COUGHLIN off the air.) » | 


Y 
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"HAS NO APPARENT SOURCE OF INCOME 





"The Washington end of the Nationalist Party is run by the Mystery 
Man, an anti-Semitic writer with no apparent source of income. 
-He is SMITH'S liaison with those Congressmen who work under. cover 
with the America First Party. 


( - "It was the Mystery Man who urged Sen. REYNOLDS to run for President 
on the Nationalist-america First Party ticket—but REYNOLDS balked 
and at a secret conference told the Nationalists that his 'many 
divorces’ would not be an asset to SMITH among his 'Bible belt 
followers.! 


"However, REYNOLDS is anxious to work closely with the Nationalist 
machine because SMITH has promised to help the Senator fight the 
‘free port! plan of saving European refugees. The network's new 


\ propaganda, which is about to be unleashed everywhere, will scream 
) about 120,000,000 refugees and eamaer ents meters on America's 
og door.' 


"Under the liy stery Man's guidance the Sa crowd is p.'e 
a | pared to outpromise any demagogue. 


"MYSTERY MAN WRITES BOOKS 


aren "Returning veterans will find their demand for unemployment and 
other forms of insurance fully championed by SMITH. Jobless 
workers will find no more passionate supporter. Special plans 
are being made to lure the dispossessed farmer. 


asf il 


"Included in the nationalist propaganda will be two anti-Jewish 

- books which the Mystery Man is now writing. One of them will 
contain some 65 anti-Semitic exhibits. Two of these are intended 
to prove that BENJAMIN FRANKLIN and Gen. GRANT were anti~—Jewishe - 


"The strategy is to launch the still unnamed party during the 

Presidential campaign in an effort to build up election machinery 

for 1946. SMITH and REYNOLDS know that they can only stir up 
= noise this year. 


— "But during this campaign ‘little leaders' will be appointed for 
: district work, old America First mailing lists will be combed |. 

for 'reliable' people and cells set up. So, by 1946 the Nationalists 
hope, under the Mystery Man's direction, to be strong enough to - 
send an influential.Nationalist bloc into Congress where it will 
work with a soon—to-he established Hashanetes neePy a 
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On August 12, 1944, two articles appeared in the Detroit 
Tribune, and the Michigan Chronicle, negro newspapers, respectively as follows: 


"GERAID L, K. SMITH'S NEGRO 
PL.NK PROPOSES BACK TO AFRICA 


"GER«LD L. K. SMITH of the «merica First party, said Monday that 

when his party meets in convention in Detroit, tug. 29-30, he 
ag would propose that the french and British governments release 
ite. 1,000,000 square miles in «frica to apply on their war indebted- 
ness to the United States » and that this land be made available 
to smerican Negroes free. 


a "The america First's presidential candidate stated that in such 
a a situetion Neg rces could be completely supreme and free from 
white man rule and domination." 


'™/RTINEZ REFUSES aID OF Ge SMITH 


"itty. RAMON M/RTINEZ, founder of the Negro Nationalist Society | 
of imerica, refused the support this week of GERAID L. K. SMITH 
and his American First Party for the éfrican Colonization Project 
zoe american Negroes. 


\ 


" \RTINEZ said Negro leaders have been working on the plan for 
14 years, and aid from SMITH would give the program the 'kiss 
of death.'" 
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ENCLOSURES TO THE BUREAU: 


One envelope containing obscene literatures 


Pamphlet entitled "Forty Years of ROOSEVELT", copyright 
1944 ae at Te W, HUGHES. 


Pamphlet entitled WWith ‘Lotions of Love" by JOSEPH pNicar, 
published and distributed 
League, Inc., New Haven, Co 


‘Constitutional Educational. 
ecticut., 


‘ 
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Four miscellaneous memoranda circulated by the 
AMERICA FIRST PARTY. 


One flier announcing Subject SMITH'S speaking schedule ' 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota, September 17, 18 and 19,. 1b» 


Pamphlet entitled "Editorial Comment" by GERALD L. K. 
SMITH « 


siz entitled\"Pattern for Revolution”, a report ky 
ane riends of De cracy, Inc., Fidelity Building, 
mel s City, Missotri. 
Pamphlet entitled nttA ross and the Flag", August, 
Volume 3, Number 4, Lyk y founded by GERALD Le Ke. SMITH. 
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IN ACCORDANCE “ITH BUREAU 
REPORTS SUBMITTED YT TICULAR Case a 


INSTRUCTIONS, INVESTIGATIVE 
; NO j TE 
OTHER COVERNEENTAL AGENCIES . 


i 











ST, PAUL FIELD OFFICE 


At MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA, will submit investigative report 
on the meetings addressed by Subject on September 17, 18 and 19, 1944. 


MILWAUKEE FIELD OFFICE 


At MILYAUKEE, WISCONSIN, will submit investigative report. 
on the meeting addressed by Subject on September 20, 1944. | 


CHICAGO FIELD OFFICE 





At CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, will submit investigative report 
on the meeting addressed by Subject on September 21, 1944. 


ST. LOUIS FIELD OFFICE 


At 2T. LOUIS, MISSOURI, will submit investigative report 
on the meeting addressed by Sudject on September 22, 1944. 


CLEVELAND FIELD OFFICE 


At ST. MARYS, CHIO, will submit investigative report 
on the meeting addressed by Subject on September 24, 1944. 


At CLEVELAND, OHIO, will submit investigative report 
on the meeting addressed by Subject on September 27, 1944. 


BUFFALO FIELD OFFICE 


At BUFFALO, NEW YORK, will submit investigative report 
on the meeting addressed by Subject on September 28, 19445 


PHILADELPHIA FIELD OFFICE 
At PHILADELPHIa, PENNSYLVANIA, will conduct appropriate 


investigation at the time of the meeting to be addressed by Subject on 
October 1, 1944, and submit appropriate investigative report. 


er AB 
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BALTIMORE FIELD OFFICE 


At BaLTIMORE, MARYLAND, will conduct appropriate investi- 
gation at the time of the meeting tc be addressed by Subject on October 3, 
1944, and submit appropriate investigative report. 


PITTSBURGH FIELD OFFICE 

At PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA, will conduct appropriate investi— 
gation at the time of the meeting to be addressed by Subject on October 6, 
1944, and submit appropriate investigative report. (Note that this meeting is 
on October 6 rather than October 5.) 
LETROIT FIBLD OFFICE 


At DETROIT. MICHIGAN, will maintain contact with confidential 
informants mentioned in the body of the instant report with reference to further 
activities of Subject. 


LETTERS HAVE BEEN FORVARDED TO THE RESPECTIVE FIELD OFFICES 
RELATIVE TO MEETINGS TO BE HELD BY THE AMERICA FIRST PARTY IN THEIR PARTICULAR 
CITIES. 


~ PENDING - 
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For your further information in your consideration of this cass ae 
attached c ) tional reports submitted by Special Agents | 
ond at Cleveland, Ohlo, and Chicago, Ilinote, UctooEr Oy . 
| Yo ata ndte that. both of these reports contain information to the effect hat 


George Vose, described as an associate of Sith ond the Anorica First Party's candidate 


Site alias a 


for Liextenant Coverncr of Wichigan, haz appeared recently on a mmber of occasions in 
the capacity of a public speakor attired in the uniform of a United States Army Frévate. 
It arpears that Voro was a mezber of the Armed Forces and has since been diacharged, c:act 
date not know, Although this information might be suggestive of a possible violation o° 
Section 1393, Titie 10, United States Code, no actin with reference to the matter 1s 
conterplated in the absence of your requcst. aie 8%, “8 | ps 
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rect support of Governor Thomas 
E. Devey, Republican Presidential 
candidate, and getting a variety of 
replies in which Mr. Smith re. 
ferred to Mr. Dewey as everything 
from “the lesser of {wo evils” to 
“worse than Roosevelt” and “the 
From the Herald Trtbuas Berecs anyon a ana : thug and . 
WASHINGTON, Oct. 3.—Gerald! “If our people bother to vote in 
1L. K. Smith admitted today ved ray ee ee 
. ot or where my name cannot be/| 
|*he House campaign investigating | ition in,” he summarized, “they | 
jcommittes that he 1s in ylolation! 2. vote for Dewey, but we are 







| Failed to List His Expenses; 
Republicans Said to Use 
18 Tons of Free Paper 














































with the clerk of the House plit died on June 28 (date of Mr. 

‘tatatement of receipts and expen-|Dewey’s nomination). If Mr. Dewey 
ditures in his campaign for the|is defeated, it will be because of 
|Presidency as a candidate of the|the things he has been saying 
-| America Firat party. at me.” 

Prior to Mr. Smith's testimony, 
Chairman Anderson read a state- 
ment to the Committees on Puw- 
-1¢hases by Republican members of 
Congress at the Government 
Printing Office of a postcard en- 











convention costs and how the bills 
were paid, His one admission, that 
he has spent “between $2,500 and 
$3,500 since Aug. 29, “when he be- 
came an official candidate, was 
questioned later by Representative 
Clinton P. Anderson, Democrat. 
Asked for the American Ftrat 
party views on Governor John W. 
Bricker, of Ohio, Republican vice- 
presidential nominee, Mr, Smith 
So far, Mr. Anderson said, the/said the party considered him “leas 


ord, It consistss of an attack on 
the Congress of Industrial Organ- 
tions Political Action Com- 
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of a scarce type of Bristol board” |tor Harry 8. Truman, Democra 
.iwhich were distributed under the/of Missouri, running mate 
franks of eleven Republican Con-|president Roosevelt, to be a “ 
. gTessmen ‘and one Senator. ‘ Ttionalist” of about the same #- 
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Federal Surrau of Investigation 


United States Department of Justice 


Detroit, Michigan 
September 30 - 1944 





Director, FBI . 
os 
Re: L. K. SMITH, with aliases 
mentee FIRST PARTY 
INTERNAL SECURITY -- SEDITION 
Dear Sir: 


ceget 
cils 


1944 indicating that "Doctor H Z" of Chicago, Illinois is well 
known to the Bureau and to the Chicago Field Division in connection with 
past activities involving anti-Semitic and subversive tendencies. 


We are in rece of of Bureau Netter dated sapieane? 2l, 


In accordance with the Bureau letter, an effort will 
be made to learn through informants of the Detroit Field,Division the 
reason why SMITH considered MAERZ to be hostile to higy ; 







at a meeting of a certain "mothers! group" held in Detroit at the same time 
as SMITH's America First Party Convention. At the time of this registra- 
tion he gave his home address as 613 Belden Avenue, Chicago, and indicated 
that he represented the Pioneer News Service, Box 435, Chicago. The 
Bureau and the Chicago Field Division are requested to check their indices 
and files for any information they may have concerning thi ionser News __ 
Service and to advise the Detroit Field Office what such inkormation m may 
be. 


The indices of the Detroit Field Division are negative 
on the Pioneer News Service. 37 
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St. Loul 8, Wissouri, and at Minneapolis, 


These reports, you will checrvey have reference primarily to Snith's 
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Subject SMITH held America First Party meeting Serteaber 
22, 1944; attendance 500 —~ 600. Subject said 

former American Bubassy Clerk in London, was impriso ed 
because he obtained confidential information showing that 
CHURCHILL and ROOSEVELT were plotting war and that this 
information was later obtained by Russian OGPU, SMITH 
also related his difficulties in attempting to obtain en— 
trance to arton Oaks Conference; discussed platform 
of America First Party. ; 
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Bureau File Nos 62,3818. 
Teletype from Detroit to Saint Louis dated September 19, 1944. 
AT SAINT LOUIS, MISSOURI 


DATE 


Subject GERALD L. K. SMITH held an America first Party meet~ 
ing September 22, 1944, at Kiel Auditorium, Saint Louis, 
Missouri. Admission was by card only. Newspaper accounts 


indicated the attendance was between 500 and d this 
figure coincided with the estimates given by 
. b 0 


The following synopsis of subject's talk and the events at 
the meeting were related by 
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Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
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SUBJECT: GERALD L. Ron! Mk stiaees | 
| CQMERICA FIRST PARTY; - | vo ec te eee 
INTERNAL SECURITY G , 0° 
SECURITY MATTER 


SEDITION | ee : 7 | ; UM Mr. Mumford . | 
ee below the pares. information me obtatlggeo ee Tae. 
fro whose identity is known to the Bureau, Ba irre ae 
for t throu Septesber iu, 19hk. )™ anne vee 


titornant advised that the first nabionad convention of the 


AMERICA FIRST PARTY was held at the Detroit Leland Hotel in Detroit, Mi Michigan, yf 
+e 











August 29 and 30, 1944, that there were five sessions in wll, the first atart-; 
ing at 3:00 p.m. August 29, the second at 8:00 p.m. August 29, and the third, 
fourth and fifth starting at 10:00 a.m., 3:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. respectively 
on August 30, 1944. Informent advised in connection with the c 

of those in attendance Sub | 
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According to intonment, during the above ee, of time there has 
been considerable agitation in connection with a Senatorial investigation of 
the AMBRICA FIRST PARTY national convention, and that on August 31, 1944, the . 
following release came over ues wire of the Associated Press from Washington: 


"The Senate Elections Comittee agreed today to consider the request 
that it investigate the introduction at the AMERICA FIRST PARTY con- 


vention at Detroit this week of a resolution calling for either the mi 


deportation or sterilization of Jéws, Chairman » & Democrat 

from Hhode Ieland, announced that the Committee would meet tomorrow  . | 
to consider a protest of the non-sectarian Anti-Nazi League, whose 
headquarters are in Hew Zork i, that the oe RORY So Pee 
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Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases; 
September 16, 1944 AMERICA FIRST PARTY; 

INTERNAL SECURITY = G 

SECURITY MATTER . 

SEDITION 


fluence in the Government and the war, 


"tWwe respectfully suggest and urge your Committee to inmediately 
undertake investigation of the possible misuse of the political 
party machinery and other electoral practices by a group which 
poses as a political party but in fact is a subversive propaganda 
agency’, SHELDON said. 


"The deportation resolution proposed that tall Jews should be de- 
ported to a later designated area if they do not leave America 
voluntarily within five years and that those remaining be steri- 
lized,## 


Informant stated that when inquiry was made ty a representative 
of the Associated Press as to SMITH'S answer to a request for Senatorial in- 
vestigation, SMITH said off the record that somebody at the convention had 
made the statement allegedly but that it was not adopted and not even voted 
on. Later on the same day SMITH made the following release to the Associated 
Press, which he claimed to be in answer to Mr. SHELDON of the "so-called 
Anti-Nazi League". 


"JAMES A. SHELDON, who wants me investigated, is the head of & 
Gestapo-like organization which racketeers on Jewish contributors, 
Our convention was covered by the press, Any newspaper man who 
covered our convention knows that the MAERZ resolution was not 
even considered, A careful investigation of SHELDON'S outfit 
will reveal that they have spent hundreds and thousands of dollers 
to smear such good Americans as HENRY FORD, Colonel ROBERT McCORMICK, 
CHARLES A. LINDBERGH and numerous members of Congress, SHELDON is 
mad because we kicked one of his higher stooges out of the conven- 
tion on his ear. Let's investigate everybody and alternate the 
questions between SHELDON and myself and let the American people 
decide who is right." 


Informant advised that on September 1, 1944, a story had come into 
the Associated Press to the effect that no action was being taken by the Senate 
Committee in connection with the investigation above referred to. The story 
was not clear on the peint as to whether or not it was final that no action 
would be taken, 





Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases; 
September 16, 1944 AMERICA FIRST PARTY; 

INTERNAL SECURITY = G 

SECURITY MATTER 

SEDITION 


According to informant, SMITH on September 1, 1944, gave the 
following release to the United Press and the Associated Press: 


"I welcome an investigation by the American Iegion, I would 
suggest, however, that the National Committee on Americanization 
or the Michigan Committee on Anmericanization would be more com 
petent to judge than any local Legion leader who might hold a 
partial political viewpoint, In this connection, I received 
notification only this morning that my son, GERALD SMITh, JR., 
had been cited for the Purple Heart for wounds received in Burma 
where he volunteered to do dangerous duty. He has also received 
a Presidential citation." 


The above was in response to a threatened American Legion investigation 
based on statements gade during the national convention of the AMERICA 
FIRST PARTY by HARRYYROMER, its vice presidential nominee, 


Informant said that following the AMERICA FIRST national con- 
ventio » SMITH had been somewhat concerned over the position which Mrs, 
MURRAYAKNOWLES of the American Mothers Association in Detroit, might take 
in the coming election, SMITH fearing that Mrs. KNOWLES would support 
Governor DEWEY for the presidency, Informant said that Mrs. KNOWLES had 
indicated that the mothers which she represented want to hear what both 
DEWEY and ROUSEVELT have to say before conmitting themselves as to their 
support, but that she was hoping that DEWEY would have 9 program that would 
meet with their approval inasmuch as she is opposed to a fourth term on 
the basis that it would perpetuate ROOSEVELT and make him too powerful. 
Informant was unable to supply information as to the position which Mrs, 
KNOWLES might take should she determine both DEWEY and ROOSEVELT unsatis— 
factory to herself and her group. 


Informant said that on September 2, 1944, & press release was 
made to the United Fress to the effect that CHARLES A. LINDBERGH is the 
idol of many AMERICA FIRST people; he has been their favorite son for years 
and that SMITH is sorry that he refused to assume leadership in the AMERICA 
FIRST movement but that since HARRY BENNETT of the Ford Motor Compsny is 
supporting [EWEY, it is reasonable to believe that LINDBERGH will go along 
with the company, The press release continued as follows; 


“It will interest our people to hear a statement from Mr. DEWEY 
concerning Mr, LINDBERGH. Presumably I would like to know whether 
or not Mr. DEWEY would accept Mr, LINDBERGH'S support, that is all." 


In conclusion, S¥ITH advised the United Press concerning the wound received 
- 3-= 


Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases; 
September 15, 1944 AMERICA FIRST PaRTY; 

INTERNAL SECURITY -— G 

SECURITY MATTER 

SEDITION 


by his son in Burma and the fact that his son had received the Order of the 
Purple Heart and that his son's outfit had received a Presidential citation, 


Informant advised that dur the above period of time, SMITH 
had been in contact with Reverend LELANDAMARION of Pontiac, Michigan, who 
is the AMERICA FIRST candidate for Goverhor in the State of Michigan, and 
that Reverend MARION is planning a vigorous campaign in connection with his 
candidacy, an example of which being that Reverend MARION has himself sent 
out about 7,000 letters from which he has received very good response. The 
literature in connection with MARION'S campaign is going to be mailed out 
from Pontiac according to information supplied by informant. 





Informant said that SMITH is apparently still making an effort 
to secure radio time on the same basis as other political parties but that 
ne has not yet met with success, 


Sey Informant said that SVITH had indicated _ 
ar he had adopted a rigid policy of not taking anybody into idence 
oe or into the Party unless they had been with the group or the group of 


Father COUGHLIN or some similsr group during the "hard years", and that ; 
SMITH had indicated that evidence more than conversation was needed, that a 
the Jews have organizations now where they hire "guys" to trick you. In- w7e 


formant said that he had information the effect that SMITH had contacted || 
| DREW PEARSON advising him that is organizing DEWEY--BRICKER | 
i] 











Clubs in Ohio and that SKITH ha co PEARSON in effect that DEWEY 


re is out tryi up the isolationists and steal hia following, and 
ese further tha ad been down to see Governor BRICKER in reference to | 
cosa the orgarigstion of DEWEY Clubs, According to informant, SMITH also has 


ae indicated to PEARSON that Governor DEWEY had sent a spokesman to try to 
eae lina up the "We, the Mothers, Mobilize" in Chicago 4nd that DEWEY is trying 
Pa to line up sll the obscure and unknown nationalists who are headed by 
O'CONNOR and O'DANIELS, and that they are organizing clubs for DEWEY. 


Informant stated that SMITH had been sending out Captain EARL 
UTHARD'S book /AfForty Years of ROOSEVLLT" as a premium to his Tollowers 
and that he h ust received a letter from one of them to the effect that 
on page forty-two of his copy of the book there was a block which asked him 
to vote for DEWEY. Informant said that SMITH contacted SOUTHARD requesting 
‘ an explenation and SOUTHARD claimed that the book doea have a "box appesl" 
. which states that people should go out and vote for nationalist congressmen 
and Senators but that the box does not contain any indication that people 
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September 16, 1944 : AMERICA FIRST PARTY; 
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should e for DEWEY. Later, informant, said that SMITH expressed himelf 
|< RALPHABAERMAN to the effect that he had run into sabotage on "Forty 
Years 0 ROOSEVELT", 
According to informant, SMITH is sending copies of the AMERICA 
FIRST platform to Senator ROBERT REYNOLDS who is going to attempt to get 
it into the Congressional Record. 


Informant stated that BERNARDADOMAN, SMITH'S secretary in 
charge of his office in Detroit, is terminating his employment and claiming 
to SMITH that he is going "down South” on his mother's farm, that his reason 
for doing so is that he had just had a tubercular test which was positive 
and that he wanted to go for a rest and try to re-build his lungs, In- 
formant said that it was uncertain whether this is the correct explanation 
of DONAN'S reason for quitting his job inasmuch as there is some indication 
of his making an effort to secure employment elsewhere in Detroit. Informant 
was unable to advise as to just when DOMAN'S employment was being terminated 
or as to who would take his place of employment with SMITH. 





In connection with his campaign, informant was able to supply 
some information relative to future speeches which SMITH contemplated 
making, as follows: At the Truth and Liberty Temple in Minneapolis, Minne- 
sota, on September 17, 18 and 19, 1944; at Chicago, Illinois, on September 
21, 1944, at the 32 West Randolph Building, 12th Floor, under the auspices 
of the Constitutional American; pessibly at Milwaukee, Wisconsin, on 
September 20, 1944; ast St. Louie, Missouri, on September 22, 1944; possibly 
a meeting at St. Henry, Ohio, on September 24, 1944; at Cleveland, Ohio, on 
September 27, 1944; at Buffalo, New York, on September 28, 1944. According 
to informant, complete plans for SM¥ITH'S campsign tour had not yet been 
made. 
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SYNOPSISOF FACTS: _ SMITH held America First Really on 9/21/44 at 32 We 
Randolph, Chicago, Tllinois, under the auspices 
be of the Constitutional Americans, About 500 persons 

















wt a attended. GMITH criticized ROOSEVELT and the 
a : hed present administration, DEWEY, the conduct of the 
as “it sedition trial in Washington, D. C., the alleged | 
yet 7% Ne political power of the Jews, and the conduct of the 
a4 ey {yd Dumbarton Oaks Conference, He expressed a preference 
‘ |? - for DEWEY over ROOSEVELT and predicted a greater 
CO ee advancement for the Aperica First Party and 
~¥ ‘Netionalism, GEOR , endidate for Lieutenant 
‘ Governor of Michigan on the America First Party 






ticket, and recently discharged from the U.S. Army, 
appeared in army unifarm and expresses similar 











. gf | ideas. Mra. ELIZAPE LLING, defendant 
pr Washington, D. C, sedition trial, ON, 
hr fs @ Republican nominee for Congress from [llinois~ 
Bo Fa4 6th Congressional District, and GEO 
eer al Director of the Constitutional Americans, also spoke. 
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TON YESTERDAY, DISGUSSED..AM NG.OTHER THINGS... BE EDS S oe THAT. DJES 
COMMITTEE MIGHT BE DLS OLYED AT..ANY TIME iN. Ww WELE 
















DITLING STATED 

TNE 0 W PEOPLE IN THE COUNTRY WHO 1S FULLY ACQUAINTED WITH A 2 

INFORMATION IN COMMITTEE FILES AND THI INFORMATION COULD BE VALUABLE 1% 

RESEARCH SOURCE FOR REALLY UNBRIDLED ACTIVITY, BY MEN {Buck AS SUBJECT. 

ING STATED SHE HAS SOLD ON NATO VEMENT_AND_HE 

SHOULD DAF UF -LdS.c OUNDALLUN STONES. SUBJECT ADVISED DILLING 

MY ARM 1S FRIENDLY ANO THAT AFTER ELECTION, SUBJECT 

WOULD BE REAUY TO GO TO BAT AND HELP UNDERWRITE SOMETHING LIKE THAT, 

REFERRING EVIDENTLY. TO PUBLICIZING OF CONFIDENT#AL DIES COMMITTEE — 

_ RECORDS. SUBJECT SUGGESTED POSSIBILITY OF ZING NATION-WIDE 

...7f' ° | SPEAKING TOUR ON BASIS OF CONNECTION WITH DILLING REQUESTED 

2 2 | $UBJECT TO KEEP OWN COUNSEL ON THIS MATTE MOULQ 

oe 8 HAVE TO BE. NERY. SOON, POSS. THIN A WEEK AND THAT Ste hte br 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following Btatements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


[Y) Deleted under exemption(s)} ke b 2D with no segregable 
material availabie for release to you. 


C1] Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
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mation pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 
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LJ Document(s) originating with the following goverment agency(ies) _ = 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


————— Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); —_.. 
ee SSeSSssSesesssFSFSFSFSFS a8 the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 


——__ Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 





(4 For your infomation: _Per your March 18, 1982 letter this enclosure 


was not xeroxed for release, 


[X} The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


62-43818 - 5 S3_Inclosure ¢ S24 
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The Director, Federal Bureas of Investigation DATE: Oetober 


FROM : Tem Co Clark, Assistant Attorney General ee ee ‘TCrESL: we. 


Ons o. Pi wet Bigs cf bie, Wich cvs. 
SUBJECT: Gerald L. K, Smith; The America First Party; Lhb~28-4 


-, goed hice Rogen .......-. 
ab SET SEDI TI oe cae eee 
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Py e. - aS as SS : . to ‘ on : Mr. Carron .....- 


Reference is made to your memorandum in the above ext 
matter dated October 12, 1944, and te the enclosures transmitt 
therewith. . | ae 


. ca 


A copy of your nemorandua ef October 12, 19AA, setting 05 Guo 
forth information concerning a possible violation of the C 
Practices Act has been re to the Civil Rights Section, an 
the Bureau will be advised in the near 
aspect of the case, 







| It is the view ef the Criminal Division that the Bureau 
should continue to furnish informatien received from informants 
concerning the subject's activities as it has done in the immediate 
past, : F : ' 
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Form No. 1 
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The GERALD L, K. MATT necting in Milweckes wes held at Joffersee Hall 
osated at 7 West Fond éu Lee Averme, on September 20, 1944, at 
00 Pell, Admission wae by invitation only. The invitation real that 
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‘The following pereens were even in the eulience at the necting: 
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Ze is alee neted that the Sentinel carried in the ame iceus neati cned 
above a large pietere of the sulience, as well as cas of GERALD 1. EK, 
SMITA, enptioned "A very selest 300 hear rabble rower". The ception 
under the picture reads “The picture chews whet happens te a erewl 
under the iafluease of Gerald L, Ky Suith, the nation’s selfontyled 
rabvle rovser, anf elfvices thet Suith plese for a big-nests mooting 
iu the futere (if he com get o bell)e” 

The Milwaukee Journal article dated 9-21-44 end reporting on the MITE 
mooting states that GIT attecbed the Britich whe be sald are “picking 
our poekete®, Ee attecked the Bussions and Stealing He advocated a 
"honelend ia Africa” fer the Megroees. Me called Maney Hillmen the 


"Rasputin of the White House," enf Presiéest Eoceevelt “en 014 
tired end impotent." He ealled the prosidestial eampeigs @ pillow 
fight, end lashed at Dewey fer éencunsing bin publicly 
OMIT predieted that the sext Aserion First Forty candidate would be 
the sext president ef the United States. 


Tp the event Gd heldse encther meeting isp this ares arrengements 
will) be made to eover it anf a report wil) be submitted to Detroit ecr= 
ering the results ef the meotings Nose otha s hex 


ENcLOSURES: 70 ‘HE DETROIT FIRLD DIVIETG | 
One pieture of subject GERALD L, K. MIS; 
One picture ef individuals seated on speaker’ 
piatform at inatant neetinge - 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


THis oe ounce at DETROIT, MICHIGAN FUE NO. 100-5778 
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OQ a : af 
LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, with aliases 
CA FIRST PARTY — Pie 









SYNOPSIS OF FA 


Meeting of the America First Party under the 
sponsorship of theefenders of George Washington's _ 
Principles was helt 10-46-44 at the Carnegie Hall, 
Forth Side, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and was attend- 
ed by some 300 people. SMITH stated Australia has 
been demobilizing for the past year. He placed the 
blame for the Pearl Harbor Incident on President 
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mar ROOSEVELT, SMITH is supporting DEWEY g& the lesser 

aie ae ef two « He discussed the incident. 

mrs ay Ns GEO VOSE spoke ef the injus{fces Gbne veterans of 

oop the Firgt World War. MADDEN, MARTE OHLE, 

ar ft Father ALOYSIUS, and Mrs. SMITH were on thd'plat— 

== form. 

oe Se ee | 
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REFERENCE: Report of Special Agertt P-27=-L4, Detroit, 
Michigan — ae aes 

DETAILS: AT PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA | 






A meeting ef the America First Party which was held under the 
sponsorship of the Defenders of George Washington's Principles, was held on 
October 6, 1944, at the Carnegie Hall, North Side, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and 
was attended by some 300 people. ent on the platform with Mr. SMITH were 
Mre. SMITH, GEORGE VOSE, CHARLES A. |, MARTE LOHLE, and Father ALOYSIUS. 


GEORGE VOSE, a discharged veteran of this war, appeared 
Uniform and addressed the gathe ° Bg poke of the (~ 
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| injustices done veterans at the conclusion of the First World War and thet many 
_ of them sold pencils, At the conclusion of this war, the veterans should be 


the first to receive consideration. "If the Communists don't like this country 
when the veterans a back, we will send the Commnists all back, Love America 
or get out." YOSE spoke wery highly of GERALD SMITH as a man and as a candidate 
for President. VOSE also stated that he expected to be back in Pittsburgh in a 
few weeks to speak to the mothers of the soldiers. 


Mrs, MARTE LOHLE, an officer in the Defender of George 
Washington's Principles, addressed the group, stating that she had attended the 
Detroit Convention, The theme of her brief talk was aaah the war, bring the 
boys back and meee thea home. P ‘ 


GERALD L. ae SMITH opened his talk by imocking the President 
and his family. He mentioned that Australia has been demobilising her army for 
the past year as the United States forced the Japs into the war, He also mentioned 
that Russia would probably help the United States in China if the United States 
would give Russia a free hand as to Communism, then Chiang Kai-shek will be out 
or a subordinate of some Communist. SMITH protested the secret meerineri Dunbarton~ 
Caks, and othera, as being contrary to American traditions. | 


Referring to Pearl Harbor, SMITH claims that someone mat 
have received the warning and holds the Commander-in-Chief responsible for the 
3,000 deaths until the court martial of SHORT and KIMMEL proves adequately that 
the warning was sent and received. Both SHORT and EDEL want the court martial 
to take place, however, ROOSEVELT wants to wait until after the election. SMITH 
mentioned that his campaign expenses amounted to 10¢. He voluntarily appeared for 
questioning. He was of the opinion that it was not necessary to file until money 
had been raised, 


SMITH stated that he hoped DEWEY would be successful as the 
lesser of two evils; however, he would not underwrite DEWEY. 


a Cornpicking machines were not available to the farmers until 
they would join the A.4.A. Yet, mail order catalogues from London indicated that 


. they were available without waiting. SMITH quoted CLAIRE HOFFMAN as saying, "These 
oo were = from American Lease-lend ‘steel. . 7 


2 STH stated that “he had received. ‘ie a ‘of TYLER KENT 
from rs. mir, the sieagha mother, Young KENT was a diplomat in England in the 
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service of the United States. He was very apt in decoding messages. Yt is 
claimed that messages, when decoded, ware gade available to CHURCHILL, who at 
the time was not Prime Minister. Some of these messages were secret agreements 
between ROOSEVELT and CHURCHILL in which ROOSEVELT promised CHURCHIIL that if — 
England became involved in the war, that CHURCHILL could be assured of American 
help. It is claimed by SMITH that some of these messages are now in the hands 
of Russia and are being held over ROOSEVELT's head. KENT had stolen some of 
these messages and had kept them in his room, KENT later went to a menber of 
Parliament whom he thought could be trusted and told him the story. When this 
information came to light, KENT was immediately diemissed from his position 
and arrested by the English police and placed in prison on the Isle of White. 


At the conclusion of SMITH's talk, a collection was 
taken UD. : ; res Z J i" 
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anti-Roossvelt." Bae further indicated that the leader 


of the group is a Irs. WeMeill (phonetic) who was descri 
as a meuber of the I w State Legislatow., 


Ho additional detalles were avallable to ow 

"2° eemfidential source of information but it ‘eppeare thet | 
: eer this information was related by Baerman on or shout - - 
. - Ooteber 1, 19h, when when Weerman was in Philadelphias =~ 
<P Pennsylvania, on the occasion of an Anerica First Party... 
which was addressed by Gerald L. KX,/Suith. You 
| wii) recall, of course, that Baermanta nane has been - 
previously mentioned on severel cocasions in reports - 
submitted in comection with the Saith SvaRiptics. 
Baerman is allegedly a rether close ey 
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John Edgar Hoover ~ Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
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The Bureau is culsfly interested in the report 
that Suith'sa Secretary, was sibpoensed to appear 
dDefore the Dies Camsittes at Washington, D, C., on October 16 
19l4L. To date the Burean has not received any other information 
or noticed publicity concerning Doman's appearance. 


Geaired that in 
as Well as throug 
you be particularly alert any er 
g thie line, especially as to whether Doman 
actually appeared and, if eo, the nature of his testinony, | 
Seith's reactiona, etc. Additionally, assusing Doman did 
actually appear, the Bureau would like to have eny data conning 
to your attention tending to suggest that Suith 
counselled or urged Doran to pervert or to falsify tis testinony 
in an effort to cover up the activities of the America First 
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However, the Bureau ig not requesting any agtual 
investigation with reference to thie particular phase of the 
matter, as it is merely interested in being proasptly fur shed 
With any information of this type which nay come to YOR NDLED BY 
attention through the services of i ° STOP DESK QS 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 





On 9/28/h4 at Mary Seaton Room, Kieinhans Music 
Hall, Buffalo, N.Y., SMITH addressed a meeting 
f 250-300 persons under the sponsorship of 
uff Economics] League. Essence of remarks 
JWOSE, candidate for Lieutenan 
» also addressed gathering 
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of the America Firet Party, consicting of the words "America First | 
‘Perty, v. $. a.® and a ir aaa of Gearge Washingtes, de set oot ‘below: 
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THIS CARD will ‘adudt bearer fad frigids vo hear én addrese' by 
GERALD lL. & SMITH 





America First Party Candidate for President of 


(America First the Dnited States. Mr. Smith has had some very 
Party symbol) sensational experiences since he last appeared 
| in BUFFALO, He will reveal aany things net : 
an 2 4 sy . ied ‘pablished in he newspaper te. wget 
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VETERAN GEORGE VOSE 





Mr. Vose has just been mustered out of the Battle 
Creek Military Hospital, He served two and one~ 
half years in the Aray. 
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{Mary Seaton Room) # Buffalo, oa Tork | 
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It is to be noted that although the ticket indicates that 
admission is by card only, admission was open, and it was not necessary 
to surrender a ard in order to ain aduittance | to the masting. ae 






bre 

of the Aasrican Legion, was contacted, and he ad- 67. 
some newspaper publicity relative to this meeting 

but t thet yhatherpes he had heard nothing concerning it end that apparently 

it was causing little or no interest in Buffalo. He was unable to far- 

nish any other information relative to the meeting, except that as in the 

pest it was being held under the suspices of the Buffalo Economics League 

of which JOSEPH STOFFEL is the Director. 
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aware Amines tage. Sana. sete ciate Seed Lt TIME One, 
observed that whereas or 

the imsrican —— had previously associated ye 
e ject but has aa 


course igeubrrseae a“ 
the pressure of the Amrican Legion. . He, ‘48 not mich « 
interested in the contemplated mooting on > 19hbe She 


a Special <i end thu es ‘agent 
attended the meeting in the eaton Room of the Kleinhans Music bow 
Hall et 8:00 p.m., September 28, 1944. It was observed oT 


















Was attended by approximately 250-300 persons. Special Agen 
made stenographic notes on the address of the mreens which are 
maintained 7 the file and are reported below. 


“+. 


: " JOSEPH STOFFEL, Chairaan of the Buffalo Economics League, 
opened the meeting at approximately 8:30 p.m. and after a short dis~ 
cussion relative to the unconstitutionality of the U.S. En he - 
introduced the subject, GERALD Le K. SQTH, 


SMITH stated that ie: had ne “ADusions ‘gout his euataaey 
for the office of President of the United States but said that he was 
running for such office as a challenge and a crusade to bring out the 
real issues between the two principal candidates. The subject then 


Aanrtaread that the rant feaene In tha neneent cammoton are not heing cis 
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cussed by the President or Deway because they are agreed in advance on 
foreign police and war policy. SMITH stated that he believes that Dewey 
now mst realize the kind of politician he is up against since Roosevelt 
made his first speech. SMITH declared that in his spinion Dewey will 
get the majority of wotes and that he will likely get a strong anti~ 
New Deal, anti-Communist Congress. SMITH then recommended that his’ 
hearers read an article entitled "The Commnist Conspiracy" by a former 
Soviet official appearing in the October, 1944 issue of the Readers' 


TH va at SMITH stated that our alliance with Russia in the prosecution 
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of the war should not permit a Communist to use war propaganda to take 
thie country over. SMITH then related how his son had been deprived 
of a chance to go to Officers’ Candidates School because of his father's 
alleged wm-Americanism but later ‘dstingwished himself with Merrill's 
" Mareuders in Burma, winning ile Se decorstions but no Pere: 
ee SuITH then maswered a charge that he had trampled on the 
 atmorLcan flag which be claimed had been made in en editorial oceurring 
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SMITH stated this was the Union Now flag, the flag that the internationally 
minded wanted to place ab the American fleg. SMITH then referred in 
derogatory terms to Walter\Winchell and made the remark thet out of all 
this persecution againet eo-called Nationalists, whom he represents, 
there would be refined the gbld of statesmanship which will save ene nation. 
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SM0TH then oolieea to (GRORGE ‘yoss, ‘a Mechereod wetera who 
was seated an the speakers’ platform, showing "that the Aserica Firet 
Party was determined to fight for the rights of the returning World Mar 
It veterans to ample pensions. SMITE then attacked various aspects of - 
what he called the New Deal dictatorship and Bureaucracy. He referred 
to an America First meeting held at St. Henry, Ohio, where he had 
eight "convicts" on the platform. He stated that these convicts were 
Americen farmers who had the courage to resist A.A.A. demands that they 
cut farm production. As a consequence the A.A.A. denied them priority 
in the purchase of farm equipment. The farmers thereupon pat the pur- 
chase price down on the counters and hauled off the farm equipment. 
without priority. For this offense they were held at $20,000 bail each 
but needless to say the Amsrica First Party was able to pat up the 
$360,000 bail in ten hours. SMITH stated that he is hated because, 
like these farmers, he would not capitulate to bureaucratic tyranny. 
The farmers were later sentenced to from ene to five years in a Federal 
Penitentiary, but the U.S. Attorney made the suggestion that their 


~_— si ah __. 


sentences be suspended because wey were not responsible as they acted 
under the malevolent influence of GERALD L. K. SMITH. 


SMITH further remarked that Representative Clare Hoffman 
and not SMITH really started thie farmers’ revolt when he brought out 
the fact that a farm equipment catalogue published by an English firs 
advertised that farm equipment could be secured without priority by 
simply writing to ean and eee this an cae _ made out. of lend- 
lease steel. . 


ae rig mie. 
Psat 


. . gory chen dammed Ae the Dumbarton Oaks Secret Conference 
at Washington, D. C., stating that he had made a written protest to the 
state Department about its secrecy, SMITH said he tried to get into 
this meeting as an American citizen who wanted to know what was ming on 
end after much discussion with the military guards he finally obtained 
the information from them that even a Senator of the United States, 
charged with the duty of conducting our foreign affairs, would be shot 
if he attempted to enter the Dumbarton Conference without Execative 
permission. SMITH stated that thie framed the isstie of secret coranants 
secretly arrived et when foreigners and appointed bureaucrats can get 
together da our soil and meke decisions which will effect or future 


destinies and a Senator, an elected representative of the pend Se ., 
having fell treaty-making power, cannot vet {n. aS Pray 


SMITH then referred to the America First Party Convention 
being held in the Stevans Hotel in Chicago, Dilinois, at the time of 
the Republican Wational Convention. SWITH stated that his Party had 
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"the City had sought to high-preseure the Hotel officials to deny the . 


America First Party their rights under this contract. However, by a 
marching into the hall md holding their convention, they defeated these 
un-American forces who were seeking to stifle freedom of speech and 
thereby took a bridgehead for free speech. SMITH stated they thereby 
demonstrated that they were not going to lose one of the Four Freedoms 

in Chicago while their sone were dying for the Four Freedoms in China, 
France and Italy. SMITH stated that the America First Party should be 
firm on the constitutional rights of freedom of speech and press and 
peaceful assembly, and: those who — pought to stop sea from speaking 


'. Sn Buffalo betray their country. 480°) ue Pk, 


dit i 
ae : wee 


SMITH then turned to the matter of the anti—Jewish resolu- 
tion which had been proposed at the America First Convention recently 
held in Detroit. He accused the press of not publicizing the fact that 
this resolution was made by one delegate from the floor, was not 
eeconded, and was immedietely opposed by SMITH from the platform. He 


*--then went en te eay that the real anti-Semite in the world is the Britieh 


government which will not allow the Jews to migrate to Palestine. He 
then stated that the propaganda which was trying to identify the America 


‘First Party with anti-Semitiem was but one of the devices employed by 


racketeers who were attempting to prey on the hysteria of the Jows. 


‘ | SMITH stated he ie going to expose those who are thus betraying the 





 “@aicago Daily Wews by C. RAY 


dt was the United States mho forced the war against Japan. 


Jews, and he wanted the country to know that the America First Party 
doss not stand for the materialistic and pagan solutions of the Jewish 
problem which the country was led to believe by the newspapers which 
did not print the full truth of = went on at the Detroit Convention. 


After an intoeraptiocd of his remarks to hear an appeal by 
GEORGE VOSE for support for the Nationalist Veterans of World War I, 
en organization which is being sponsored by the America First Party, 


‘SMITH continued by stating that the issue in the next four years is | 
,, between Commming and Nationalion, - “We quoted Join Knight, publisher of — 
the Detroit Free Press, as eteting that Britain even now has agents in — 
<... this country feeling us out om the possibility of our underwriting ber 
io" first peace—time budget. says qnoted an article appearing in the 


INSOM, described as former legal advisor 
to Admiral Haleesy, in which ‘T\ was stated that the United States will 
get very little help from her Allies in the war against the Japanese. 
SMITH said the Australians are already demobilising part of their Armed 
Forces and that a British M.P. had stated in the House of Commons that 
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Ae actually indemifying Britain for damage caused: ‘when oar troops receptured 
“. “ao British possessions from the Japanese, fe stated ‘that on ome occasion — 

“ "" when owe vessels arrived in New Zealand bearing troops and supplies for 
the defense of that country, New Zealand lsborers refused to unload the 
ships and it had to be done by the American soldiers. Worst of all, the 
anion men who sat around idle demsnded that they be paid for the time that 
the soldiers worked, 


SAITH then stated he was | eoing ta relste the most shockines 


gee of the century. He then pasted” what he termed were the, statements 
which appeared in an affidavit over the signature of Mrs. KENT, 


_ Rother of the young United States Embassy employee who had b entenced | 
to prison by British Courts for alleged espionage., SMITH said that the 
issue in regard to this case was not whether KENT was guilty of 
the accusations made against hin, but whether he ¢yuld be tried by British 
Courts when he was clothed with diplomatic immonity. 





SMITH summed up > by stating that the America First Party was 
striving to get a discussion of the following as the real issues in the 
coming election, @.g., the imperialism of Greet Britain; the European 
policy of Russia; the mystery of TYLER KENT; and the mystery of Pearl 
Harbor. With regard to the latter so-called issue, SMITH had stated 
that it did not appear to him that Admiral Kimmel or General Short could 
consider themselves guilty when they were appealing for a trial, and that 
if they were not guilty, then the ies of aaa American boys was on the 
hands of the President. ee BE Aye ey Sie 


Following his sadeees the cgubiedt introduced GEORGE VOSE~ 
as the candidate on the America First Party ticket for the office of 
ae Lieutenant Governor of the State of Michigan. VOSE appeared on the 
oe platform throughout the meeting in the uniform of the United States 
er Army. He was accompanied on the platform by his wife. The subject's 
BLE wife and Mr. STOFFEL also were seated onthe poe during the mesting. 













ee * WOSE addressed the necting briefly ina very impassioned 

ie almost njaterieal mahner, fle deplored the low pay and inconsiderate 
2”. - ./L J,  $reat of 0.9. soldiers and the coddling ef prisoners of war, He de- 
| - @lared for a Government program ie Soedeay veterans sale 

opportunities | end security, ’ Bek a ere 
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. “Tt ds to ve noted that ‘the meeting proceeded xitheat ine 
cident and there was no effort made to break up tbe meeting with one 
exception. It was observed that eight persons in the uniform of the 
U.S. Army were seated together in the Hall during the meeting. 

Other than the fact that they were Army personnel, their particular 
place in the service could not be determined. They were very young 
and in some casas appeared to be teen age soldiers. At 10:00 ofclock 
during the speech of SMITH this group arose and walked out of the Hail 
din a body. At this time SMITH called for a round of applause for the 
departing men. The walkout was without further incident; it was very 
and did not have the appearance of a demonstration. 
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ef the Jewish War 

erans 2 was wnacquainted with 
any of the soldiers an left the Hall but observed that one of them 
was Jewish. He stated he believed the soldiers were students at a 
local service school and probably attended the meeting out of curiosity 
and left at 10:00 p.m. to meet their curfew. There were no other per- 
sons in service uniforms at the meeting: o 

ALL Legisel inpestipatton relative ‘the deteribed meet— 

ing having been erhied this case fais hee referred upon Seen 
to the office of origin. 
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wearing a United Stetes uniform . especially 


he speaks from Smith's platforms, 


Tn a recent Speech Vose threatened "to clean out 
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Nha being set forth wang the bate ent information LOD 
ie obtained from whose identity is known to the Bure oo 
. ot eau, for the perlod from September 29, 1944, through October 15, 1944. 
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The informant advises that SMITH returned to Detroit on 
October 8, 1944, from an extensive speaking trip and campaign tour through 
ats various cities of the East and Middlewest, He has told various people that 
ee he had a fine trip and referred to the meeting in Philadelphia on October l, 
1944, as a "humdinger, a knock~iown and drag-out affair." 
~ ¥P - ALA 
tnt During the course of his trip he seed as a witness a 
oe on October 3, 1944, before the\House Committee investigating campaign ex- peas, 
ae P penditures of political candidates, Prior to his appearance before the Com 
ail mittee he had indiceted that since he was considered a candidate for the pure 
pose of allowing the Committee to inquire into his collections and disburse- 
ments, he also wanted to be considered a candidate by the 0.P.A. for the pur- . 
pose of having extra gasoline allowed him for campaigning. He indicated that 


if he did not get the gas he could not be considered a candidate and would not te 
have to report on collections, 4ANDLED [ Y 


arv)nD ne 
It is not known whether he actually assumed this attitude 
before the Committee, but he did tell friends after he had testified that the 
Committee was not able to get much out of his testimony and was not able to 
embarrass him with its questions. He was before the Committee for five hours - 
and although he wes confronted with some figures by the Committee, SMITH stated 
bk the figures were false. He advised after the hearing that the bre 
eer Committee had "built up as q er." SMITH thought that 
PLS people angels" find it more “aires ult to get along than the pereons 
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Letter to the Director 
October 17, 1944 


SMITH'S reaction to attacks on him by WALTER Pe ici and 
D PEARSON in their radio columns was to refer to them as "a couple of jerks." 
After the statement by WALTER WINCHELL in his radio program on October 8, 
1944, that SM°TH had perjured himself in statinc before the Committee that 
his average income was about $200 a day whereas the Committee had positive 
evidence in its possession that his income was about $600 a day, SMITH con— 
tacted Congressman CLINTNXANDERSON of the Committee at Chicago, 


ANDERSON\advised him the Committee had no such evidence 
whetever and he could give SMITH a letter to that effect. SMITH insisted in 
his contact with Congressman ANDERSON that the organization was receiving 
its money from the sources indicated and was doing only what it stated it 
was doing. 


SMITH has had considerable difficulty in obtaining extra 
gasoline for his campaign, His request for supplemental rations was denied 
by the local 0.P.A. and by the Regional Office of the 0.P.A. in Cleveland, 
apparently on the theory that SMITH was not a bonafide or qualified presi-. 
dential candidate since the Party was on the ballot only in two states. He 
subsequently modified his original demand for 20,000 gallons to travel through- 
out the country and requested 12,000 to campaign Michigan. 


While in Washington he personally contacted the 0.P.A. 
headquarters and was advised that supplemental gasoline would be granted to 


haw Unawaweer unin ratneninag tn Nateni¢t ha vrnntanantad Tareat Rraard #35 Rat 
ikilie mOWOVOS Upol PE UPAINg VS weurOay 8S CUNEO UO saviten OVE FOP Vay 


they still would not give him any gasoline, SMITH claimed that some one 
on the board may have been corrupted since he believed the Republicans did 


not want his candidates to be elected in Michigan. 


retary to R. OMAS o e VAW-CIO, is chairman of O.P.A. Board #35 which 
denied SMITH'S request for campaign gasoline. The informant indicated that 
SMITH had finally gotten the gasoline, however, after the Local Board had been 
advised by 0.P.A. headquarters in Washington to grant him supplement rations, 


ge who SMITH claims to be personal sec- bie 
TH 


On his return from this campaign trip, SMITH began work 
on his state campaign in Michigan. The opening meeting of the state campaign 
was held October 12, 1944, at the Italian Garden Room of the Book Cadillac 
Hotel, Detroit, Michigan, They have planned to hold meetings at Kalamazoo, 
Pontiac, Saginaw and possibly other cities, 


GEORGENWOSE, candidate for Lieutenant Governor in the 
State of Michigan, arranged for a meeting place in Kalamazoo which will 
seat a thousand people. As late as October 14, 1944, the dates had not been 
set for the Kalamazoo meeting ‘and definite arrangements have not been made 
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Letter to the Director 
October 17, 1944 





for other meetings out in the state. It is not believed there will be any 
meetings prior to October 21, 1944. The informant believed that SMITH was 
Planning a rather intensive campaign in the state, nowever, since Dr. LE-_ 
LANI\MARION, candidate for Governor, has the names of more than 30,000 
people to whom he wants to send literature, Literature will not be put 


into the mail, however, until about ten days before the election. 


« 
vet ate 


~ 
many? 


SMITH has also made inquiry as to the radio stations 
located at Saginaw, Lansing, Bay City, Sault Sainte Marie, Marquette, Flint, 
Kalamazoo and Jackson, indicating the possibility of some sort of radio 
campaign in those cities, 


In addition to the state campaign, the informant says 

SMITH claims he is conducting a "write-in campaign for president in twenty- 
mo one states where the America First Party could not get on the ballot offi- 
ees cially." According to a story related to the local papers, SMITH indicated 
that at the meeting of October 12, 1944, which launched the state campaign 
ites SMITH discussed his testimony before the House Committee, his incident in 
ean New York involving JOHN BCL oOn, author of WUnder Cover", facts concern= 

ing the Tyler Kent case and obher matters which he considered pertinent to 
his campaign, ; 





4 In the course of his extended Eastern and Midwestern 

; trip, SMITH spent a day or two in New York during the latter part of Sep 
tember. He had a press conference at his hotel room in New York during the 
course of which JOHN ROY CARLSON, auther of “Under Cover", who was attend— 
ing the press conference as a reporter, identified himself, SMITH claims 
that when he learned that CARLSON was in the room he went over to him, 
grabbed him by the seat of the pants and threw him out of the room. He 
stated that the story was all over the New York papers and the "New York 
Times" said it could not have been better if it had been staged by a 
Hollywood scenario writer, . 


With reference to the Tyler Kent case, SMITH continues 
to take a lot of interest in this matter, according to the informant, and 
has recently ha printed up a revised story of the case as given to hia _— 
directly by KENT'S mother. The informant believed SMITH intended to 
use this as campaibo literature, 
Although SMITH has referred to DBYEY in recent campaign 
speeches as the lesser of two evils, he claims that he is not supporting 
DENEY; that the DETEY strategists would like to "drink my blood in New York 
and get my support in the Middlewest." SMITH stated he is not interested in 
DEWEY but does want a Republican Congrcss and that he is not supporting DEWEY. 
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Letter to the Director 
Uctober 17, 1944 


’ ¢ 
In a recent contact with Captain ee of Chicago, 
SMITH spoke disparagingly of DEWEY stating that since DEWEY had endorsed the 
Dumbarton Oakes conference, DEWEY was committed to preserving the British En- 
pire and helping the Russians keep what they had gotten through aggression. 


SMITH told SOUTHARD that he thought Senator NYE was very 
naive "though well-meaning." NYE had written a letter to SMITH introducing 








a certa om SMITH later learned was identical with the individual 
named was identified by SMITH as being an "Operator" and was 
ejecte tional Convention of the America First Party. 


later admitted being a representative of the Non-sectarian Anti-Naz gue b 
for which organization he was covering the conven SOUTHARD was also 7e¢ 
d be R 








both fighting the same enemy, is considered a young peop 
{in the Detroit area and has been contacted in connection with young people's 
work by members of the American Youth for Democracy, a Communist organization, 
He is not belfeved, however, to have Communist leanings.} 


SMITH is apparently using a good number of SOUTHARD'S 
book, "Forty years of Roosevelt" and recently ordered five hundred addi- 
tional copies, 


\ SMITH has been in contact, according to the informant, 
with RALPE\BAERMAN, who is his Washington representatives BAERMAN recently 
told him that things are "very interesting at the school house", which is 
_ believed to refer to the sedition trial now being conducted in Washington. 


RUGERNQALDWIN (head of the Civil Liberties Union) and 
other individuals from New York "are trying to horn in and get some of 
he credit." According to BAERMAN, LIBBY (believed to refer to ELIZABETH 
MOILLING) was woll—pleased with some cards furnished to her and was giving 
BAERRAN six hundred of her best nemes. SUIL'Ifl has requested Senator GREENE 
to investigate the Non-sectarian Anti-~Nazi League and the "Friends of Den- 
ocracy" against whom "we have clear-cut cases," 


Following services of a subpoena upon SMLiIH'S secret- 
ary, BExNAKDXDUMAN, on Uctober 14, 1944, SMITH contacted BAERMAN again, 
advising h at DOMAN would be in Washington on October 16 to appear 
before the Dies Committee under subpoena and that BAERMAN should stick 

with DOMAN while he is in Washington. 














The service of the Dies Committee subpoena upon DOMAN 


has apparently caused SMITH considerable trouble, When the subpoena was 
served on DOMAN by a a representative of the Commit~ 
tee, SMITH questioned some length concerning the reason for 


the service of this subpoena and pointed out that DOMAN was in poor health which 
would make a trip to Washington inadvisable and in addition the time was 
very short since the subpoena was served on Saturday for testimony tobe b7c— 






given on Monday in Washington. SMITH assured that he is not 
trying to evade anything and would be delighte appear himself before 
the Committee. assured him that the subpoena was not served 


for the purpose of embarrassing SMITH and stated that COSTELLO, the Vice 
Chairmen of the Committee, would probably handle the inquiry. SMITH then 
contacted a Dr, MATTHEWS of the Dies Committee in Washington and said he 
would cooperate one hundred per cent but that he did not want DOMAN to be 
kept in Washington any longer than necessary. MATTHENS said this particu- 
lar investigation was being handled by persons other than himself, probably 
by a Mr, STRIBBLING, and that MATTHENS would give him SMITH'S message, 


SMITH then spent a considerable amount of time instruct- 
ing DOMAN as to how he was to testify and what he was to say. DOMAN pointed 
out he could not very well bring more than a very few books and records with 
him although the Committee apparently wanted all the booke and records. 
SMITH told DOMAN, "That's just what they want but that's not what they'll 
get." He then advised DOMAN, "Don't ever let the sheenies get hold of the 
names on your daybooks." 


SHITH prepared several memoranda with which DOMAN was 
requested to memorize. so that he could present properly answers to the Com 
mittee as to his reasons for not having complete records with him. The 
substance of these memoranda was that the complete records were kept in 
Detroit and it would be physically impossible to transport all of them to 
Washington but a representative of the Committee was welcome to examine 


these records at any time in Detroit, 


DOVAN was to testify that all money received was spent 
on payrolls, printing, travel, postage, paper and on publicity and mailing 
of the magazine, "The Cross an the Flag." He was advised to tell the Com- 
mittee that the Treasurer, E, SMITH. (GERALD L. K. SMITH'S wife) has been 
sick in bed for the past week7Ma ng it impossible to assemble as much data 
as he would have liked to have brought, DOMAN was admonished to remember 
that the purpose of the Committee is to investigate subversive activities 


and that there are only two thines subversive: one waa takine money fram . 
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the wrong source and ‘two, spending money on the wrong thing. "That's all 
they have a right to know,*® 
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(Letter to the Director) 
October 17, 1944 


DOMAN was reminded that he should not answer questions 
as to what haypened more than three years ago and that if he were asked 
for information as to "my reports, for example from and all 
that stuff, you don't know anything about that. Don © paes 
the buck." DOMAN was told to advise the Committee that SMITH runs the 
organization and any further information could be gotten from him, He 
was told that he could always answer, "I don't know," or "I'don't remember." 
He could advise the Committee that he would not answer the question on 
the grounds that it would make no contribution to the Committee. 


DOMAN was advised to take only the later day books with 
him and that he should not let the Committee keep any of the books, He was 
further advised to remember that the Committee was working for him and that 
"they are the servants, you're the citizen. If there is anything you think 
you shouldn't answer, don't answer it," 







Ciapcesnare who is apparently going to take over 


DOMAN'S duties as swith S secretar; by SMITH to be "getting the 


swing 






















who has worked in Detro 
y empioved in New York,) is 
an associate 
Je SMITH has re- 

a local attorney. 
ve been in contact with this 


back in Detroit working again and tried to get 
of SMITH'S in the America First Party, + 
cently requested legal information from 
This is the first time that SMITH is known to 
individual, 


Very truly yours, 
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Be FEATURED SPEAKER AT MEETING SPONSORED BY SUBJECT. AND HIS 3 MAGAZINE, 


E QUOTE THE CROSS AND THE FLAG, UNQUOTE, TO BE HELD NOVEMBER FIFTEEN, : 
: | _ MINSTANT AT EIGHT PM IN ITALIAN GARDEN BALLRQOQMs BQOK CADILLAC , HOTEL, 
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“RETROIT. INFORMANTS STATE ABQUT FIFTEEN HUNDRED INVITATIONS. HAVE. BEEN ae : 
“MAILED B BY SUBJECT TO. HIS FOLLOWERS, ALTHOUGH SUBJECT IS NOT PHBLLGLZING. 
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FROM : MR. STRIC. D ie | | ie t 
ra A Mr. Coffey 
7 J {> , Mr. Glavin 
SUBJECT: GERAID L. KX. SMITH Mes NicnoTa 
THE“AMERICA FIRST PARTY MES Rope 
INTERNAL SECURITY . “Ss wr Morr 
SET TION Ma) Hendon —— 
i. 
wr 


With reference to your inquiry as to the facts surrounding the nike = 
handling of the attached teletype from the Detroit Office, the following factix,“s*—— 
are set forth: Mies dandy 


The teleype is dated Gckober 18, 1944, and the bea cinats was received 
in the Internal Security Section on Saturday, October 28, 1944, at 5:18 Pw. 


Although no specific instructions accompanied the teletype,. it Was 
felt that the information ought to be sent to the Criminal Division and, 
accordingly, the attached memorandum wag dictated on Monday, October DR, Ahh s 
A mistake appeared in the original transcription and it was accordingly necessary 
to redictate portions of the memorandum and to transcribe it again. The memorandum 
cleared the Internal Security Section on November A, 19h. 


Evary effort is being | made to handle these matters as promptly as © 


possible but it is pointed out, as In connection with the instant matter, that 


a delay in the receipt of the original communication imposes a considerable 
handicap upon prompt handling of such material. 
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lest stant cig General Tom C, Clark 
Jota Edgar ‘Hoover = Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
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The Bureau has recently been inforred by a reli le source of information 





' that Gerald L, EK. Cnith has ciecussed with bre, Elivabetep{lillins the poss! bility 
Ee of plann'nre some sort of procran to obtain Dies Corritt Vecords (or information 
po ee appearing therein) tirough the services of "J, i acai described as teing in 


charge of Fesearcen 1GF Ge vices LAE GL @ 


Rev ortedly, Suith thinks the Dies Corrittee may be cissolved at any 
0 a. time anc taint if the services of }athews could be secured, Mathews would be belnful 
4 ca inasmuch as he allececly is minutely feriliar with Practically all of the material 
ie as in the [tes Comittee files, sac 
Mrs. Dilling allepedly told Suith bet! she nad alecney talked with 

: Vathews anc that the letter seeced anxious to associate himself with krs, Milling. 
Tae supsestion was aiso made that a nation-wide speaking tour micht be orranized 

on the basis of any connection wh'iech right be nade with kathews in aparently r 
puilicigzing to some extent the information contained in the Dies Carittec Mlk s. 


Oar confidential source of information further said thit ire. Dilling 
camentec that she anid sare of the “other sedition tri-1 defendants havo alrcady 
contributed money toward acch an end since ‘t was now or never." Our source 
os was of the opinion thet Smith and Dilling were planning to use Mathews and hig se 
se als knowledye of the eorntents of the Lies Com ttec files in behalf of theraclyes . te 
‘ and perhans in behalf of sone of the individuals now under indictment for seditio,. | 
Should the Bure receive any othor information with reference to this 
subject it will, of course, be furnished to you. However, it is absolutely 


necersary th-t the identity of our source of information be appre: riately 


toncenled end, accordingly, I shall axprectats your cons! cering th’s data as 
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@ 
‘Excerpt fron @ report of G.L.K.Smith's 
meeting in Philadelphia on Sunday, October Ist. 





’ 


"After describing how he tossed Carlson 
out of his suite, he lapsed into the usual 
tirade against the Jews, the so-called 
eer Jewish Gestapo, etc. He stated that the ADL 
iY i and WalterNWinchell created more anti-Semitism 
/ than anyone else on earth. He hoped that when 
his own ‘wounded and decorated hero son! 
returns from thia war he will immediately come . 
to New York and take a punch at Winchell's nose." 
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var 
decly America, ‘his 
homefand, “first, “looked down upon 
and bedeviled by the efficient art- 
ists of smear. I make haste to say 
that, in the days of international 
Dickering and jockeying just be 
fore us, we are going to need some 
men in high places oS are for 
America first. 


Stalin is for Russia Act Chure- 
hill is for Great Britain first. No» 
body blames them for that poel- 
tion. But let any man say that the 
cause of the United Stetes and ite 
people is foremost in his thought 
and he is branded immediately an 
isolationist. a Teattionary and s 
selfish provincial who has no ¢on- 
ception of America’s position tn- ~ 
the world, nor of her’ Heaven- 
formed mission to aid all ber Little 
Brothers, 


Who is doing the b Orarding? Why, 


the myriad of writers who emear 






Thetr’ opponents for “ the cence 


tionalist clique in Washi 
They are the Winchells, the ue 
Franklins, the Dorothy Thornpsons, 
ts mention oniy a few of the most 
prominent. They smear with in- 
nuendo and insinuation, They sel- — 
dom present facts or reasoning. 
That method they have taken over 
lock, stock and barrel from the 
Communists 

Some day we are going to wake 
up and find that America badly 
needed somebody who was for her 
first, last and only, to stand up 
stubbornly for her at the council 
tables, That is what happened in 
1918, when, after we had won the 
war, we lost the peace. 
Perhaps, if we have mo more 
backbone than to permit every 


man, who stands for his cwn coun- 


try first, to be shouted down inte 
oblivion, we will deserve to have 
It happen to us again’ But if we 
do permit it, we are unwerthy 
indeed of the boys who are ‘ta 


@! over the world in tne unis 


the United States armed - 
res, under the decided tmpres- 
si that they are giving aia 


pts 7 . _aa Ty 


Uv B for atheiie first. a iat ee ae eee 
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SAC, Detroit Rovember 11, 1944 
John Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
GERALD L. x? surra ENCIES Me 
, AMORICA FIRST PARTY APPROPRIATE AG as 
INTERNAL SECURITY we F277 3 ST eg 
VETROUTING -) 






SEDITION ASIC: 


fhe Bureau would like for you to advise at your earliest convenience 
as to the showing which subject and the other aembers of his slate of candidates 
in Michigan made during the recent elections, | : 


It is definitely not desired, of course, that any inquiries be made 
relative to this phase of the matter, but it is felt that from available public 
records and publications you can ascertain the following which supported Smith, 
Reverend Marion, Yose, and the other America First Party candidates in Michigan. 
It would appear that the showing they made would be a good indication as to the 
scope and influence of their asserted following in that area, However, for 
kta very obvious reasons it is again re-exphasised that no investigation, overt or 
ee otherwise, ia to be undertaken relative to the specific question of thelr - 
candidacy and the results of the elections, 








peers Tt is assumed that Smith's name as a candidate for President was 

entered on the ballot only in Michigan. However, in the event he was actually 
entered elsewhere it would be of further help for you to ascertain from the / 
appropriate field offices and then relay to the Bureau data aa to his showing X 
in any other states where he may have been officially a candidate, Again, 

with reference to any inquiries you may make of other offices as to Snith's 
showing, it is desired that you emphatically set forth that no investigation 

is being requested and that it is merely desired that any information publicly y 


available be furnished. 
p3/PPWR —aNDUr By 
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Novesber 13, 1944 | \ 
CC: EIL | 


Mr. Walter Winchell . , - — 
The New York Mirror - : 

235 Fast 45th Street - ‘ 

New York, New York : x ye 





Dear Walter; 


The communications which you for- 
warded were received on Noverber 11, 1944. 


Thanks very mich for referring 
these matters to ry attention. You way be 
assured that the data contained therein will 
receive prompt consideration, 


With best wishes and kind regards, 
Cordially, 
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ssi | SARE 
CHARACTER OF CASE : 
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SY NOPS!S OF FACTS: 
Subject, in America First rally 11/1/44 at 
Kalamazoo, Michigan, critized the President 
for failure to reveal the truth about Pearl 
Harbor. He denounced foreign affairs policy. 
of the administration and discussed at ai dt 
the TYLER-KENT case, as well as RARE 


seat conn th fe : Hel iis AT Med 
HEREIN IS SNSLASSITEES 


DATE so/ilees BY stab 


REFERENCE: Letter from the Detroit Office dated 10/23/44. 
Letter from the Detroit Office dated 10/24/44. ey 


| DETAILS: AT KALAMAZOO, MICHIGAN 


advised that GERALD L. K. SIMITH 
talked before a group of approxima O individuals at the Masonic 
Temple auditorium on 11/1/44. that SMITH critized the Presi- 


dent as well as the administra eigen affairs policy and referred 

to the President as "King Franklin". ee Subject 

SMITH critized the President for his g Out the real truth 

in the Pearl Harbor affair. 5 
>? 


that SMITH discussed at length 
the recent case an ed out that an American embassy 
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empl isoned illegally in a British concentration 
° that from allegations of KENT's mother, which 
were quo was arrested and tried contrary to law by the 


camp 
British Goverunsnt for the theft of secret cables rere President — 
Roosevelt and Winston Churchill. 









ee: SMITH Bree the democratic ~~ 
rt po out tha and BROWDER were behind it. wae 
that Subject SHITH's prime objective was America for Americans 


t connection pleaded for the America First Party. A ecsenst that 
SKITH stated that in 1948 the America First Party would be t One 





as that Subject SMITH had stated that he had visited 
the scene of the DUMBARTON-OAKS conference and had made an attempt to gain 
admittance with negative results. SMITH pointed out that he had questioned 
( guards at the entrance to the conference and asked if he were to go through 


if their only recourse would be to shoot him, and in answer to this question 
the guards replied "I guess that it would be necessary". 


that GEORG MLOSE, who is running on the America 
First Party ticket for the Lt. Governar, State of Michigan, spoke in a 
rather forceful manner and emphasized and urged that each man receive an 
| - amount of $1,000 at the time he is mustered out of the armed service. It 
ore is to be noted that VOSE was attired in an army uniform and was dis-— 
an charged in August of 1944 from the hospital at Ft. Custer. 


: ea :.:: LELAND L2PEARION, candidate 
iar: for governor of Michigan, on the America First Party ticket, also spoke 


oe J in a general manner. Nasi: he did not hear any statements made 
be by Subject SMITH or other speakers that could be interpreted as being un- 
American or seditious. 


rer tek ae 











The reporting agent examined the Kalamazoo Gazette, edition 
of 11/3/44, and found the following article, relative to the meeting, which 
is being set forth: 


l "The future of President Roosevelt cannot stand the truth 
: ca of the Pearl Harbor attack nor the- telling of the story of Tyler Kent", 
: { asserted Gerald L. K. mney, an. an address here last night. 


"Speaking Gefare a large audience at a rally of the Aueeiean . 
First party held at Masonic” temple » smith, America First candidate for the 
office of President of the United States, denounced the foreign policy of 
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the administration. He predicted a strong nationalist government would 
rise in the country when the service men return from overseas. 





"Making much of the case of Tyler }ent, Smith charged that 
Kent, an American embassy employee in London, was imprisoned illegally 

in what he termed a ‘British concentration camp! on the island a 
| where, he still landguishes. 


"Saying that he quoted from allegations of Kent's mother, * 
Smith indicated that Kent was arrested and tried, contrary to law, by the 
British government for the theft or revelations of secret cables between 
President Roosevelt and Winston Churchill, then first lord of the admirality. 
Smith continued, saying these cables are alleged to have committed the 
United States to the assistance of Great Britain as early as 1939. 


"Touching on the mystery of Pearl Harbor, Smith demanded 


mee that the truth be revealed. He charged that a deliberate conspiracy with 
=) Japan couldn't have been more effective in damaging the fleet» When the 
ee J truth is known, he said, the name of Roosevelt will be forever annihilated 
eee from the future of the United States. 


"Asserting the America First party is pointing toward the 
1948 election, Smith said he does not expect to win the election this 
yeare He said the country should wait until the soldiers have returned 
before making plans for the future and warned the United States must 
"keep the foreigners from picking our pockets so we will have something 
to plan with after the war is ended.! 


=e Tiel 





tGeorge ReNVose, Kalamazoo, America First candidate for 
e the position of Michigan lieutenant governor, appeared in the uniform 
po of the United States army, from which he explained, he was honorably 
: discharged, presented a fiery address in which he stated he would fight 
for the returning servicemen and promised a $1,000 payment to every dis- 
charged veteran when the war is over. 


"Also appearing on the program were C. go R8mith, Belding, 
the party's candidate for state treasurer and Dr. Leland L. Martin, 
Pontiac, candidate for governor." 
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TO =: + Director, FBI | | ‘DATE: Movember 13, 19h% 
Tiron ; SAC, Detroit 


| oO 
_ SUBJECT: GERALD L. Ke SMITH, with aliases; 
CSAMERICA FIRST PARTY; 


sepia Be ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
ee HEREIN IS USESLASSIFID 


re. DEA fees BY ste 


In accordance with your letter of September 21 the follow 
ing additional information was obtained recently from confide formants bl 
of this office concerning the Subject's attitude toward f 
Chicago, It will be recalled that some time ago the De 
Division reported that Subject was suspicious le thought that oy, 


Bae wi be spying upon hia. 
whose identity is known to the b?. 


= _ Bureau: oat, been in Detroit and 


in contact with Subject's office in an etfo ve a meeting with | 











mim Subject. The purpose of this meeting is not known — informant, but Subject 
any A has indicated that he does not want to meet 
of him. This suspicion cease is intens 
sae ees in connection with the campa 
ia”. for re-election to Congress. 
his campaign, The exact nat 
are not known to informant, Info 









ali some actions of 
epresentative CLARE\HOFFMAN of 
was apparently working for HOFFMAN in 
actions referred to by Subjec 
w of no specific action ‘7 
which used Subject's suspicions, but stated that Subject did 
( | crust) because the latter was apparently able to travel widely and 
- yet appear to have any job or other source of income. His personal 


manner is apparently quite aggressive and annoying, and this aleo probably 
has some bearing on the Subjectts- attitude toward hia. 


bn 

























whose identity is known ts the F,; 

go, in @ conversation with Sub= a 
ect's opinion concerning © 

is a "plant" and advised - , | 





Bureau state 
ect on November 8, 1944, inquired as 
stating that he, SOUTHARD, think 
to stay away from ; has "two “i 

bad connections" in Chicago, one of them being a ny ste us fellow across 4b? 


the street from him who has an office with no name on the doors Subject | 
told SOUTHARD that in view of the 2 THOEPUAN dealt xhich Wadd bo OFFMAN_de ed, AND 
Subject acl he was either an o ve or a school Top = 
-3£ 4 RECORDED & INDEXED bez Uf : 7, /y¥ _ bi Beet 
pa same informant stated that on Nove 2. 
who_is Subject's assistant advised that a certain "he," believed to’ refer 
to wanted to see Subject about some things that he-had arranged. -~ 


Su offed at this and advised LOHBECK to tell "that fellow" that erate 


did nce hey ie | ek 
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Letter to the Director ° Re: GERALD L, K. SMITH, was., et al.; 
dated November 13, 1944 INTERNAL SECURITY - G, SECURITY 


MATTER, SEDITION 


is "no dice" and that "he" did not contribute to the cause by his activities }] 
concerning HOFFMAN. 


As furth 
information regarding 
will be forwarded to you. 


ormation is received concerning any additional. 
Subject's reasons for distrusting him, it ble 
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i Nichols ____. 

‘f . a : Rosen __. 
4 ESTIGATION | wer BMY sini 
a U.8, rire ala ae nna ane 
= | : cemaR arin Set marae 
= P . ° . Mr. Pennington . 
_s FBI_ DETROIT 11-14-44 Mr. QuiRyffemna 
: , . Mr. Nease._...... 
IRECTOR URGENT Miss Gacy... 
jWENT.. 490777 

s. GERALD 


ADVISES THAT THE MEETING OF 
THE AMERICA FIRST PARTY WHICH WILL BE ADDRESSED D BY MRS. ELIZABETH 
. TE aan aaa a ee 


LLING AT THE BOOK. CADILLAC HOTEL, ~s- DETROIT, -MOWEHRER EIFTEEN, WL 


BE _PICKETED BY PERYAPS IVE THOUSAND PEOPLE SABRXING PLACARDS» THE 











ire ST MSTIONGONTAINE 
; si a fy we ror gg HREM 


557 PM OK FBI W 


P 
; DEMONSTRATION WILL BE LED BY THE IVIL RIGHTS FEDERATION. THE Bu 
STRATION WAS SUGGESTED BY AND, MEET INA i 
L . isl BH nay 16 1044 IC 

_ BE COVERED BY OEMs puck als site. ¢ Ib/ 
t 


UNCLASSEIED 


NE en ee ee 















4-750) (2-7-79) 


U 


XXXXKX 
XXXXXX 
XXXXXX 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) iS i with no segregable 
material available for release to you. 





information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 


Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 





Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
oe _, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 





Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies}; —.- 
os as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 














For your information: 


nr rr a a, 





The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


(f 2- ¥385'8 - Get 


eet 








XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
% DELETED PAGE(S) 

% NO DUPLICATION FEE 
X OR THIS PAGE 


rt yurvuire yurur«urty 


KARARAKANKAAKAAAKAN 


ea piped 


FBi/DOJ 


* oo eee : ( - ; : : am : oe 2 _—OOO 
a Office “Men. randum + owrrep _xtes covERNAENT 
a. oa A ers 








TO ; Director, FBI. . "DATE: Novedinn al, “Tonk 
| . ir. Nichols ..--.--++- i 
CteeaFROM : aad Detroit AIR Rosen me 
O ta Dl A BLES PERSP renRreheer 
SUBJECT: GERALD L. K. SMITH Ch Ee oeaesems 
AMERICA FIRST PARTY hdd he Aces a 
< INTERNAL SECURITY eee + Mr. 2 eadoB... 2+: 
SEDITION a a ; x Pennington... ! 
& ae i | = , a... | mem. i 
Oued a ’ 










‘ o. . We. Neuse .- seer 
a ad whose identity is known to the pireax; Bets 
dvises on November 20, > 4 Mrs. BILLINGS of Chicago was in contact: + 
ith Subject's wife by long-distance telephone. Mrs. BILLINGS identified” 
erself as secretary of “Nie, the Mothers*® and is undoubtedly identical with 
rs. GRACE-BILLINGS, who is presently secretary to Mrs. LYRL CLARK-VANHYNING . 
f Chicago, who is head of fe, The Mothers Mobilize for America, Inc." of 
9°37 South Dearborn Street, Chicago. Mrs. BILLINGS explained to Subject's 
wife that in the recent Presidential election, twenty-one states failed to 
place on their ballots the names of Presidential electors and that their 
failure in this respect was contrary to the United States Constitution. Mrs. 
BILLINGS stated that her organization, backed by marif¥ people who did not like 
, the way the election went, intended to start mandamus proceedings against the 
Spat & Secretary of State in at least one of these states and possibly in all twenty- 
eee H one of them. Mrs. BILLINGS wanted to have the Subject's help in this project 
— and wanted him to come to Chicago. She stated that if a suit were filed, 
ake tone UPTON-CLOSE, the radio commentator, had promised that he would devote radio 
Ree) ; time to it. Subject's wife made no commitments concerning his possible 
activities in behalf of this project and Informant did not know what plane, 
if any, Subject had in regard thereto. 
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The project above referred to by Mrs. BILLINGS has been previous] 
reported by the unten Field Divieton in the report of Special _sgent — 







B a resident of wT es, onits 
ome in Detroit on August 19, 19k4, at b7! 


2 tha al ant ia nits by fi) teaw a 
au PA vO AR MOO VS Ig wlio Sasori TSsuL_lwes filing a suit 


e for suits along the lines above indicated was set out. at that time 


indicated that it would take about ten thousand dollar ance this pro- 
| pram and olunteered to put up one thousand dollars of this Ce 
| amount f Chicago, who is an associate of _ 


| faa would pUv Up tne Dalahice of the money. 





fornia, had visited at 
iwhioh time hia nwenacw 










my _ Information received from Informant since the date of the above- 
( | | mentioned report indicates that MMM Dag ezparent ty not been able to obtain 7 
; Na .the results which he had promis has expressed disapnoint- 
ment at hie failure, indicating that eit ee to finance him afifaNDLED 
ba. “BTC? a" 
aes pene BLO 
ft ( J ah MEADLATIN ATING. rena 15 9 / 
a0 a UE tir BE eli (HEAT ACrize) wily 4 “— 





a 
7 | . . 
2 = _ Pas 1. as, ae . “ 
: . 2 4 ae 7 a Be 2. . eae if 


es Ae {" “18 RE ALAS? ov 249 
ie Ve qth ager ae y ve FED 











longer. Ina letter dated ober 1, 1944, addressed ees 
are: some of activities in connection with the above 
er Li 
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Letter to the Director, Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH 
November 21, 1944 AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION 
























d requests furt cial assistance tron In b7 
the course of this letter, states, "We h ently 
and rapidly and when the t comes execute a 'blitz' before they know what 


is happening, and I believe now we have the instrument with which to work.*® 










A photostatic copy of the above letter of 
with further information concerning the activities o 
associates is being sent to the Bureau in a report in the case, 
which case is now in the course of preparation in the Detroit Field Division. 


As further information is received from boy 
relative to any further activities of and this information 
will be forwarded to you. 
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Aseistant Attomey General Tom C. Clark | | 
Jotm Edgar Hoover ~ Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 


OFRALD L, Ke SMITH; THD AMS RICA FIRST ARTYp 0 ew 
NTLRNAL SECURITY; SEDITION. : 


ano sO 


ch 


ae 5 
a ea 


re 
We have received information from a source whose identity mist be 
protected and renain anonymous, that on Novenber 2%, Ili, a brs. Grace Billings, » 
wno fs thought to be associated with the Chicago organization, "We, the Yothers, | 
Tobilize for Ancrica, Ince," expressed the orinio to subject's wife that in the 
“e« recent Presicential election sone trenty-one states failed to place the naves 
of Presidential Electors on their ballots. Mrs. Billings was under the impression 
thet this failure is contrary to the American Constitution and she reportedly 
told }'rs. Sith that her organization, backed by "mary persons who do not like 
the way the election went” intends to start mandamus proceedings against the 
Secretary of State in at least one of these states and possibly in all trenty-me. 
Mrs. Billings indicated she believed this sight have the effect of upsetting 
the results of the election and she allegedly stated that if such a mut were 
filed, Mre Upton Close, the radio co-rentatar, had promised that he would devote 
radio time to the project. Our socrce of information related tit subject's 
wife renained nocorsittal and dic not indicate whether subject Snith would 
enter into the matter. . 


The records of the Criminal Division will reflect that under 
20, 19l/:, I sent you a renorandum cantioned, 
outlining a siriler plan which was rep 


nN 
of Los Anceles at the hane of Detroit, 
on reed by another confide ormation 


” 
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that althourzh previously expressed her intention to contribute: Sy 
finance! ally roposed plan toward upsetting the results of fhe slectio, 


she now feels €: isa "f " not worthy of doar ye | aaa 
However, the previou nent: onoed allegecly cormuni cated. with dbx 
Witte nr oind October 1, Jobh, asking for financial asaistance fof the S~ 


e sare tino stoting substantially as follavs: "Te have to work”) 
tently and rapidly and when the tine cores execute a ‘blitz! before thay:, -3 










Pp 












He toon hs fe happening, and I believe now we have the instrument wi th watch te. 
tee be the evnt the Bureau receives any further informition concerming’ oF 
plan I shall, of course, immediately furnish you sch data, 7 
Jose rocf. COU ed TIONS SECTION | | Pe ee 
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Federal Burean of Investigation 


United States Department of Justice . 
oe Detroit, Michigan . biel 
vt November 20, 1944 eres 
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‘ SLIP AS) 5¢- ‘ fr 
ati Director, FBI DATE os i | 
Re: GERAID L. K. SMITH, EB 
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1-4 ¢ INTERNAL SECURITY = sedrthol  GoMA TION Doce 
(Bureau File C2-i7818) WED “SFR Eman; nas 0b Aid 
SRA) Uitti By rat | 


Dear Sir: 
- | DATE _ode Jez BP ahh 
as There is be set out below pertinent information recbived from —~ 
ee whose identity is known to the Bureau, during 
» 1944, to November 16, 1944, inclusive. 470 


Subject SMITH has devoted considerable attention to politics during 
the past several weeks. His candidate for Governor of Michigan on the AMER- 
ICA FIRST PARTY ticket, Reverend LELAND! MARION of Pontiac, Michigan, had a 
oe radio program daily from 5:45 to 6:00 psme over Station WCAR, Pontiac, 
ee during the period from November 1 to November 6, 1944, inclusive. In the 

. course of this campaign he advocated the election of himself -as Governor of 
Michigan, and the election of Subject SMITH as President of the United 





4 States. 
C: Following the announcement of the election returns, MARION contacted 

SHITH and stated that he felt the AMERICA FIRST PARTY had won the election in 
Michigan, but that he was unable to learn how many votes had been obtained 
by the Party's candidates. MARION stated that their Party was being ignored 4 
and that the votes of the minority parties were being divided up among the j/ ‘ 
Democrats and Republicans. MARION stated he had spent a lot of money on the 
campaign and expected some results. SMITH was skeptical of MARION's charges 
that the AMERICA FIRST PARTY candidates were being ignored and indicated to 
MARION that the official count would not be available for some considerable 
time, but that their votes would be opunted eventually.) 4 S/S — b//. 

; Tod EL SO Lm ff 


Bae ey 


ss Ra ghd G soe : 
SMITH advised oF anapolis, prior to the election, that 
he felt the Democrats were forcing; people to turn mor ationalism and 
against Communism. Following thévelgttion SMITH tol hat the cause of 
Nationalism had not been adversely a e results and that | by? 


e are just beginning to fight." ote a letter to 
an: Milwaukee stating that the 
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no hope for the U 
es in any leadership from either of the old parties and that 
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Letter to the Director Re: GERALD Ly, K. SMITH 
November 20, 1944 with aliases, et al; 
(4 INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION 





after careful consideration he had cast his 1 th SMITH, since SMITH was 
fundamentally a sound leader. Ln ere to hat the AMERICA FIRST 4 
PARTY was considering a series of two-day institutes to be held during the on" 
Winter in diffPrent cities, at which fundamental political economy and 

economics would be discussed. 
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SMITH advised an associate of his in Baltimore, 
Maryland, that DEWEY discovered quring Ais campaign in the Middle West that boe_ 
the majority of the people in that section of the country thought along the 


same lines as did SMITH. 


Mrs. BEATRICE*KNONLES, another follower of SMITH's, indicated that 
she was much incensed over the election of ROOSEVELT. 


SMITH and EARDSSOUTHARD of Chicago were agreed that it was now 
time to step out and organize a new nationalistic party since the Republican | 
Party is believed to be dead as a result of the election. SOUTHARD thought 
the victory was a Communist victory, but SMITH thought that the results would 


be good for the Nationalist cause in the long run. 


During the course of the campaign, SMITH was in contact with various 
Republican politicians. He advised a certain CARMICHAEL of the Wayne County 
Republican Committee on November 4, that at the meeting held by the AMERICA 
FIRST PARTY the previous day, one of the persons attending such meeting had 


many years “ago, at , which Senator HARRY} TRUMAN had ‘been. the » principal . speaker. 
CARMICHAEL indicated that he was interested in this story and SMITH gave him 
the name and address of the man who had made the remark about TRUMAN. SMITH 
also gave the story to the various Detroit newspapers, 


On the same day SMITH sold to CARMICHAEL of the Wayne County Repub- 
lican Committee, fifteen thousand pamphlets entitle A"Tote CIO and have a Soviet 
America." These pamphlets were published by Jose Sur of the Constitutional 
Educational League of New York. SMITH advised CHAEL he could have the 
pamphlets for the freight charges, which were one hundred dollars. . -- 


SMITH has been much interested in the circulation of literature in 
recent weeks, In addition to the pamphlets mentioned in the preceding para- 
graph, he also received one thousand copies of a speech by Senator REYNOLDS, 
which copies were sent out to his followers, and has printed and set out a 


pamphlet giving what he states are the true facts concerning the Tyler Kent 
case, 


SMITH contagted the Chicago Tribune to obtain two thousand copies of 
an article by JOHN T.}| FLYNN, which appeared in the October 22d issue of that 


paper. He also has been extremely concerned about the handling of his magazine 
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Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K, SMITH, 

November 20, 1944 with aliases, et al 
INTERNAL SECURITY — 
SEDITION 


"The ross and the Flag,* and has instructed his assistants to make a double 
check at the Post Office to be sure the magazines are received by the persons 
to whom they are addressed, soe 
prs, L7 


: Abn. 

BERNARD | DOMAN who was § THe Secretary for about three years, lef Lino 
his employment on'November 3. f 

i 
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The Detroit newspapers have been in contact with SIITH relative to 
LOHBECK's draft classification and have indicated saze interest in such classi~ 
fication and LOHBECK's connection with SMITH. SMITH has advised LOHBECK 
that the publicity being given to his (LOHBECK's) draft status is being 9 
. instigated by the Jews, 
| | GEORGE VOSE, who was SMITH's candidate for Lt. Governor of Michigan 
— on the AMERICA FIRST PARTY ticket, has also been an object of attention from 
; A the Detroit newspapers in view of the fact that he was court martialled and 


sentenced to six months at hard labor while in the United States Army a year 
or so ago. SMITH advised the newspapers that VOSE had an honorable discharge 
and that the recent publicity concerning his court martial was "A smear cam 
paign." SMITH indicated that he believed the recent article in the New York 
Post concerning VOSE and his court martial was libelous, but that he would 

not file suit against the newspaper, SMITH advised VOSE that "the Jews are out 
to get you. They are a desperate gang of rats." VOSE was advised to tell any 
persons interviewing him that he had an honorable discharge from the army and 
was a victim of persecution. 


SMITH has apparently run into some financial difficulty in recent 
weeks. On November 1, his bank account was overdrawm, but on November 2 he 
made a large deposit which took care of the deficit in his bank balance, 
and apparently the recent returnings received from his followers in the mail 
have been substantial. On November lst, for example, he received two hundred 
twenty-nine dollars, on November 2, more than six hundred dollars, and on 
November 4, four hundred and eighty dollars. These represent the contributions 
received through the mail, 
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Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, 

November 20, 1944 with aliases, et al 
INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDI TION 


/ 
SMITH sponsored a talk by ELIZABETH }DILLING, which was given at the 
Book Cadillac Hotel, Detroit, November 15, 1944. SMITH introduced DILLING and 
she and SMITH were the only speakers on the program, The meeting at which she 
spoke was held under the sponsorship of "The Cross and the Flage" SMITH 


arranged for DILLING's hotel accommodations during her stay in Detroit and 
the meeting was apparently well attended. DILLING thought that the writeup 


of the meeting, as given in the Free Press on the following day, was fair. 


This writeup indicated that a thousand persons attended the meeting and that 
DILLING had asnoken about the sedition trial in Washington. in which she ise 


Lh ateendiienel pw ewes Sawa WES Yee VK OU Co Oo TEU kL EM, wwasg bbe VHRidwii VWiiw +o 


a defendant. The article further stated that SMITH had called for a Congres~ 
sional investigation of this trial. 






SMITH is apparently still suspicious of of Chicago, who 
has been in Detroit in recent weeks. In a discussion Bo he SOUTHARD, 
the latter expressed the opinion that, in view of the "H deal," that 
had "pulled," SOUTHARD felt the Se: either "an operative or a 
kid"; tha = two bad connections in Chicago, one of them a 
mysterious fellow across the street who has an office with no name on the 
door. 











ae: apparently endeavoring to contact SMITH and transact some 
sort of business hess with him, but SMITH has advised LOHBECK "to make that fellow 
{referring esencaimes eh ee a bbe carrmy A~-. o2 245 


a a 8 55 = —= WHUCrSuanu that. it is no dice," oOnaL IN does Nov think 


ontribu ything to "the cause" by his actions with HOFMANN (referring 















gres LAREWHOFMANN of Michigan). LOHBECK in turn advised VOSE to be 
careful ori =incs "something is wrong." 
SMITH endeavored uns to contact Senator REYNOLDS at Washington 
November 8 and 10. He sent iii is connected with the former's 
Grange in Washington, and an out to see former 
Executive of the Ford Motor Company, An unidentified friend o spoke to 
one of the officers of the Dearborn Independent ( fe small local newspaper for= 


merly reportedly owned by HEN NRYAFORD) 5 telling him thet ROOSEVELT was a Commu= 
nist and "We have got to do something." The man at the newspaper agreed and 
SMITH's friend believed this individual was open to conviction and that SMITH 
should follow up the contact which had been made, 


On November 12, SMITH flew to Milwaukee from Detroit for same purpose 
which was unimowm to Informant, and returned to Detroit on November 13. Infor- 
mant thought this might have been a purely persmal visit since SMITH had been 
in Contact with his mother recently and she lives in Wisconsin not far from 
Milwaukee, 


Very ely come , os r ji 

















. ; ; : D>  wten, MER Ais gs dines eng © ae : ; eer 
aan t - 
* ee, . » ¥ 
Ze a ; : #4 aes : 
«= . - 1G . : * peas . - 
om ee ae ‘ . ate 
oe 3 ’ a % “ee Be \ . oe fy. Te’: : oerenen 
. Ce ea ak kr” 
one erarae oe 
7 ‘ 


4. Mr. E A. Tamm. ..-- 




















Ms a : es han 
"". FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION sae 


THis casEoricinatepar DETROIT, MICHIGAN rue wo. LOC tities 





7 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MAOE BY 











WHICH MADE 
PETLADELPHIA, PENNA. 10-31-44 10-19-44 
cone GHARACTER OF CASE = ae "Ca pie ek: 
GERALD L. K. SMITH, was. INTERNAL SECURITY - Ryn 
THE AMERICA FIRST PARTY SECURITY MATTER; SEUITYON 
m Tit, =e == o 
r - on: 
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Subject addressed meeting sponsored by ee 
URS. CATHERINE wer and ¥RS, LILLIAN \.f*.. 
NBS, officers of National Blue Star _~ =) 
thers off America at Phila., 10-1-44. a: 
Approximately 1,000 persons in attendance. a 


Heeting was a dressed by GEORGE VOSE and 
MRS. ELIZAB DILLING, 
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Report of Special Agent aaa dated September 27, 1944 


at Detroit. 





DETAILS: The following report on the meeting addressed by the subject, held at 
Turngemeinde Hall, Broad above Columbia Avenue, Philadelphia, Pennsyl van 
on October 1, 1944, under the auspices of the officers of the National 


Blue Star Mothers of AMERICA, MRS, C Jand ERS. LILLIAN 
PARKS, was furnished by to this office: by, 


Se erreurs becesres 


Called to order by MRS. ELIZABET -PARKS, 5004 Florence (Avenue,” Phila- 
delphia, Secretary of the Natiorial. Blue Star Mothers of America. She 
asked the audience to rise and repeat the Pledge of Allegiance to the 
Flag. . 





j 
sa seid remarks ‘by MRS. CATHERING ySomy, 106 Main Street, Darby, Pa. 
First _ Resech by GERALD L. K. SMITH. 
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Collection for National Blue Star Mothers, asked for by MRS. CATHERINE 
BROWN. 


Second speech by GERALD L. K. SMITH, who introduced ane ore SARRMAN sit~— 
ting on the speakers platform; he however did not speak. Also introduoc- 
ed two other speakers - Veteran GEORGE VOSE and MRS. ELIZABETH DILLING. 


Speech by GEQRGE VOSE. 
Speech and songs by MRS. ELIZABETH DILLING. 


Third speech by GERALD L. K. SHITH, including the appeal for funds at 
conclusion of meeting. 


Audience led by GERALD L. K. SMITH in reciting the Lord's Prayer. 


Platform occupied left to right ‘by GEORGE VOSE, RALPH BAERMAN, GERALD 
Le K. SHITH, MRS. GERALD L. K.: SMITH, MRS. ELIZABETH DILLING, MRS. 
ELIZABETH PARKS and k RS. CATHERINE BROWN. 


Approximately 1000 men and women attended this meeting. 
MRS. PARKS: 


Mr, SMITH, ladies and gentlemen of the Amerioa First Party in Philadelphia 
and honored guests, it gives me pleasure to welcome you tonight to this 
meeting of real Americans held at a critical hour in the history of our 
nation. 


It also gives me pleasure to have such distinguished visitors as MR. 
GERALD L. K. SMITH, our fearless leader, and other members of his organ= 
ization on the same platform with me. I know that you are impatient to 
hear the message which he brings to you tonight, so I will now present 
MRS. CATHERINE BROWN, head of the Blue Star Mothers in Saaenerenies who 
I am sure has a message you will want to hear. RS. BROWN. 


VRS. BROAN woe 


VRS. SMITH, honored guests, and members of the America Firet Party. It 
gives me great pleasure to welcome you to a meeting at which such distin- 
guished persons as those you see occupying the platform will be able to 
speak to you on the problems which confront the great nation at this time. 


This is an election year, 4 National election year, and after seeing the 
morass into which this country has been plunged by the Administration 
in Washington, I think you agree with me that the time is ripe for a 
change. 
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We cannot go on forever under the skillduggery and bungling of the Roose- 
velt Administration which has brought this great Nation to the verge of 
disaster, We cannot endure another four years of this kind of misgovern- 
ment without ruining this great Nation of ours. 


What we need in this country today is a strong Nationalist Party in order 
to save us from the Commnists and bureaucrats who have taken over the 
functions of our duly elected representatives, who want to govern by dir- 
ective and subject us to more and more regimentation. 


With the end of the war we want the end of rationing, not an extension 
of it. We want our boys to come home from this global war and not spend 
their time policing the world for the internationally minded bureaucrats 
in Washington to further their international plans. 


We want a strong America, a place for Americans and not such slimy soum 
as Commnists and there is one man who if elected will give us that kind 
of an America which we want and which our forefathers intended when they 
drew up our form of government which is now being so severely mistreated 
by those in power. 


It now gives me a great pleasure to introduce the next President of the 
United States, the Honorable GERALD L. K. SMITH. 


GERALD L. K. SMITH: 


Ladies and gentlemen of the America First Party in Philadelphia, it always 
gives me great pleasure to greet such a loyal group of America Firstera 

as we have in Philadelphia and you certainly show your enthusiasm by the 
size of the crow! which has turned out tonight. 


Your group is typical of America First groups all over the Nation which 

I have been addressing recently. You are fired with enthusiasm and a 
never say die spirit which will lead ua to the formation of a nationalist 
party which will sweep all before it and the tidal wave will engulf the 
Nation. We are going to win and we will win, no matter what obstacles 

we have to overcome and how much we are laughed at and derided. | 


I stand before you tonight as the candidate for President of the America 
First Party. You know we had a convention not long ago and there were 

a lot of good America Firsters there from all over the country. They came 
from the North, the South, the East and West, but they were all loyal 
members of the America First Party. 


They stand for the ideals of the party. They are nationalists and they 
will never stop being nationalists as long as they have a breeth in their 


body. First of all I want to report to you about the convention then l 
have some other things to tell you. 
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Then, there are some people on this platform, all good America Firsters, 
some of whom will speak to you. J then have another message for you re- 
garding the state of the party throughout the Nation and I expect to 
tell you one of the most sensational stories which I think I have ever 
heard. 


This story has never been told before and I am telling to to you for the 
first time tonight. In my opinion it is so sensational that it should 
have a far-reaching effect on the political campaign and go a long way 
toward ridding us of an Administration which has lead us into al) kinds 
of entanglements with its international policy, piled up an ever in- 
creasing debt, used all kinds of skullduggery to stay in power, now posea 
ag indispensable, to the peace and welfare of the coupsry, and crows 
it's misrule by having Republican nominee, THOMAS ( DEWEY, cover it up. 


I accepted the nomination for President on the America First ticket, 

fully realizing it would mean a trip to the cross. It means crucifixion. 
I know that I will be hounded and assaulted from all sides by such scandal 
mongers and character assinators as the “inchells and Pearsons. 


I kmow all this but in spite of it I accepted. It might even lead to my 
assassination for there are forces in this country which would stop at 
nothing to get GERALD L. K. SMITH out of the way. I stood within six 
feet of Senator HUEY LONG, when he was shot down by an assassin in Louis- 
jana. But if I fall in a pool of my own blood I know that I have done 
my duty to my country and a thousand others will spring up to carry on 
the work of the America Firat Party. : 


Remember friends, Christ did not become mayor of Jerusalem and St, Paul 
did not become mayor of Rome. Fut these men carried on their work des- 
pite the jeers and sneers of the populace and they have won eternal fame. 
We America Firsters, who are fighting for a great heritage are now being 
abused and derided by people such as the Commmnists and New Dealers in 
Washington and I am proud of the fact. 


There is no middle of the road policy today. Either you are for America 
First or for the enemies of this great country who are trying to spoil 
the heritage left to us and seeking to become internationalists under 
the leadership of Roosevelt. | 


These debauchers have spent our money recklessly with lend-lease to any 
foreign power, saddled us with terrific debt and high taxes and now our 
boys are intended by them to take up the policing of the world after 
the war is won. I say bring our boys home, give them back their jobs, 
mind our own business and don‘t be concerned with what is going on all 
over the world. 
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Now I want to ask you a question, and before I do it, with all due res- 
pect to MRS. BROWN and not to make you think that I take her remarks face- 
tiously, I do not think it is possible that I will be elected President 
this year, But, we have laid the groundwork for a powerful Nationalist 
Party in 1948 and we sre going to win then. I don't kmow who the candi- 
date will be, but whoever it is he will go to the White House and I mean 
the White House not a place having a red or pink tinge. 


The question I wanted to ask you ist How many people know the name of 

the first candidate for President of the Republican Farty? (several 

hands were raised - no one answered). Well, I see a lot of you ex- 
Republicans who are now America Firsters did not study up on the history 
of your ex=Party. Well, I will tell you. It was JOHN FREECAN. It was 
JOHN FREEVAN and he laid the groundwork in 1856 for the success of Abraham 
Lincoln in 1860. Such things are not achieved in a short time, but with 
the servicemen returning = and all of them will be American Firsters after 
their experiences, we will sweep the Nation. 


Now let me tell you about our convention and our platform. It is cone 
tained in the beautiful printed form which I hold in my hand. It contains 
the forty points in our platform, also the seal of the party which I want 
to explain to you. It is on the last page. The flag symbolized American 
Nationalism. The cross symbolizes Christian principle, the vignette is 

a picture of George flashington, the first great “merica First President, 
and the mascot is the American Bison. You know we selected a distinctly 
American animal for a mascot; they have tried to destroy the bison but 

he has survived in spite of their efforts just as we will. 


We also took the bison because we don't want to be like the Republicans 
who adopted an African elephant, or the Democrats who adopted a European 
jackass, 


(At this point MRS. DILLING passed a note to MRS. GERALD L, EK. SSITH, who 
read it and then passed it to her husband. MRS. PARKS left the stage and 
went into the audience and questioned a man who was using a stenotype 
machine, "What are you, what paper do you represent?” She received no 
answer and contimied,."You don't know who you represent but you are taking 
notes on a stenotype machine. Well, now that's something, I guess you 

had better leave the hall.") 


Nowmit a minute young man. If you don't know whe you work for, I might 
say that is strange. Representatives of the press are welcome here. 

I have found reporters to be generally good fellows. They do not control 
the editorial columns or the way news mst be written in some papers. 
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They have to work for a living and do the best they can. I don't care 
what paper work for. It oan be the Record, the Inquirer, the Daily 
Worker, the'Nai Brith News or any paper 80 long as you show your presa 
card you are welcome here, but if you don't kmow who you are working 

for close your machine. I'11 tell you what, you may stay as our guest. 
It's all settled now, he stays. When he didn't mow who he was working 
for, he is probably telling the truth. His boss just told him to come 
up here and make a stenographic report of the meeting. But I'll bet 
that a little investigation would disclose the fact that you are working 
for the B'Nai Brith or the anti-defamation society. It's all settled 
now, you may stay as our guest. 





Now I want to turn the meeting over to MRS. BROWN for a few minutes. 
; ( You know money must be raised to pay for the rent of the hall and to carry 
“_w on the fine work of the Blue Star Mothers in Philadelphia. I want to tell 
. you that every cent which is put in the collection baskets, which the 
wae ushers will pass, goes to the Blue Star Mothers, not one cent to GERALD 
esate L. K. SMITH. After that I will be back to introduce some of the important 
eee people on the platform who I kmow you want to hear and then I will give 
you some more facts and sensational news. MRS, BROWN. 





Pace MRS. BROWN: 


This is an unpleasant duty but it has to bedone. Funds are required to 

beg carry on our work and we never receive any large amounts of money. The 
7 cost of renting the hall and bringing such speakers as MR. SMITH to 
ee Philadelphia costs money and we also have sizeable printing bills. With 
ee a all the good work we have been doing we have never received a contribution 
, through the mail as large as five dollars, so we are asking you to give 

as much as you can to help us carry on our fight against an enemy who 

seems to be well supplied with cash. (Collection taken). 


oar eet 
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- GERALD L. K. SHITH: 


I believe the top interest of every loyal American is in the fate which 
will befall our sons and daughters when they return from this terrible 
ee f war, At the present time, pensions are inadequate and refugees are 

a * taking the jobs. You see this disabled soldier sitting on the platform. 
Well the government gives him a miserable thirty four dollars a month 
for being disabled in the leg. When he first returned to civilian life 
wnat do you think happened to him? He had a friend who secured a job 
for him with a big concern. His injured leg, however, required the use 
of a crutch most of the time to permit him to get around. Now, what do 
you think his friend said to him a few days after he was working? He 
said, will you please get rid of that crutch and don't be seen around 
here using it, you know this company isn't permitted to hire people unless 
they are in good physical condition. 
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I ask you, is this the sort of thing that is going to happen to our re- 
turning servicemen? Our bureaucrats and internationally minded upstarts 
in Washington can give away billions of dollars to foreign nations under 
the pretext of lend lease or what have you, but they do nothing to pre- 
vent such conditions at home. 


The other day MR. EARI/#ROWDER, that ex-jailbird who was released by Pres-~ 
idential pardon, addréssed a big meeting in New York. These termites who 
have penetrated into the wery core of our Government and tell Roosevelt 
what to do, now see @ real opportunity for taking over our Government I 
tell you the real battle in the next four years is going to be between 
them and their Jewish masters and we people of f “neice First. It is going 
to be a real fight and we won't lose. | 

Think of it, people of the ilk of Browder and Hillman back Roosevelt for 
re-election to a fourth term, and Mr. Dewey stumbling around and not ace 
cepting the support of the America First Party, the only people who have 
the real welfare of the United States at heart. 


I am going to tell you something now which seems almost impossible. We 
have been so duped and mislead by the publicity of hocus-pocus put out 
by the Communistic bureaucrats and so confused by the veil of censorship 
that we do not know what is going on abroad. Things which are common 
lkmowledge in other countries are not known here. Britain knows more than 
we do about the war and someday the veil of censorship will be lifted 
and I predict that a tidal wave of nationalist sentiment will sweep the 
country taking all before it and put the America First party in power. 


Right now, I make this statement and no one comes forth to deny it. Madam 
Chiang Kai-Shek is a fugitive in exile, the Chinese have been beaten by 
the Japanese, and the American Air Force in China is beaten. We are not 
told these things. We are only given the good news by the people rho led 
us into this war. 


I want a showdown now before election. I want to kmow what Mr. Churchill 
and Mr. Roosevelt discussed on that Atlantio Ocean meeting when the At- 
lantic Charter was spawned, What did they decide to do, and then refuse - 
to tell the people. Strange isn't it that after Pearl Harbor when we 
declared war on Germany, Mr. Churchill should sey, "Thank God for this. 
This is what I have been working and praying for for months". And while 


they area aexplainins that bit of aiqnl] dueceary awsy they micht arg wall 
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tell us what they decided at Teheran. Three men sit dow and make commit- 
ments involving millions of people and we are supposed to follow them 
blindly into an international policy in which Churchill is looking out 

for England and Stalin is looking out for Russia and I am sure all 

America can get out of it is the honor of paying the bill and sacrificing 
our sons and daughters. 
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We have been led into an awful mess but we cannot continue to follow such 
leaderehip for the next four years or we will be regimented by the Hill- 
man's and others until we cannot drawa free breath of air. 


also subjected to persecution and fa information right here at home. 
Such people as Walter ‘Winchell, Dre ‘Pearson and that man Rof;\Carlson, 
author of "Undercover" have been sent out subsidized by the Jews, New 
Dealers, and bureaucrats to smear everyone opposed to them. 


While this censorship is going on rye we loyal America Firsters are. 


By the way, that book "Undercover”™ which was such a sensation, has now 
deteriorated to the point where they will soon be giving it away to try 
to get people to read it. Think of it, a man like Carlson trying to smear 
such good Americans as Father Coughlin, Burton Wheeler and Gerald Nye. 


The newspapers are also in this conspiracy. You know who owns most of 
the newspapers, I don't need to tell you. (Rubbed his nose and the 
audience howled). Well, they don't mind giving out some false informa- 
tion to cause us trouble, But, I-caution you now, don't believe what 
you read in the papers. If we say we are going to have a mecting at a 
certain place and a certain time, you be there. We will have the meet- 
ing. 


Let me tell you a story about the Stevens Hotel in Chicago during the 
Republican Convention. We had made arrangements for a meeting in the 
ballroom at a certain time, but on that day when I went over I found a 
Bricker for President headquarters in one section of the ballroom which © 
had been closed off. Mind you, we had paid the rent for the rooms but 
were shut out. 


Well, I told two of my workers to go over to the Bricker headquarters 
and offer to go to work passing out literature, buttons, shaking hands, 
talking to people or doing whatever they wanted them to do. They went 
over and the man in charge put them to work. They were covered with 
Bricker buttons, and since the room became stuffy and hot they asked 
the men in charge to open the doors to get better ventilation, 


Well, the trick worked and we now had the ballroom complete, but a har- 
monica band moved in and started to play all afternoon. Well, the 
America Firsters who knew the meeting was going to be held were moving 
intc the hall. These people kmew we could hold the meeting so they were 
there. 


Finally, I jumped on a chair and warned the band leader that he had better 
stop in two minutes if he hoped to get out with whole instruments and 
whole hide, Our enemies rushed out and called in the crews of about 

eight squad cars and the Police came rushing in with Tommy gums. But, 
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we had them fooled again, and they realized it. A lot of America Firsters 
had put on Bricker and Dewey badges and they knew if they fired a shot 
they would 111 anybody so the Police Inspector intervened, yelled at the 
men not to shoot, and told the band leader to get out with his band be 
fore a riot started. 


The Police called in to throw us out, threw out the band and the meet- 
ing got under way. And I must say in justice to the Manager of the 
Stevens Hotel that he came up on the platform and apoligized for what 
had happened and said he hoped we would understand that the hotel man- 
agement was caught between two fires and was not responsible. Thank 
God a few such people still exist in this country. 


These people will stop at nothing, and to further demonstrate to you what 
I mean, I want to tell you about an incident which happened in New York 
the other day. I had a press conference and I mst say in justice to 

the average newspaperman who works for a living they are not bad fellows. 
They have to do what they are told to do, so I do not hold them respon- 
sible for what appears in the papers. It is their master who will be 
called to account. 


Well, I had this press conference and a man came in after it started and 
Bat on a window sill. Finally he asked a question and I looked over. 

It was Roy Carlson, the author of "Undercover". I said I will not honor 
that question from a slimy creature like you, walked over, grabbed him 
by the arm, pulled him from the window sill, grabbed him by the back of 
the neck and the seat of the pants and threw him out of the meeting. 
Now, I guess you will believe me when I tell you I am in good physical 
shape. 


Think of it, a man who has tried to smear good Americans coming in and 
asking a question after we have been hounded by the New Deal Gestapo, 
put over the barrel and through the wringer by such agencies as Internal 
Revenue, FBI, OGPU and all the other alphabetical bums that they have 
set up to protect them and perpetuate them in power. . 


I tell you that I am not anti-semitic, anti-Catholic, anti-Methodist, 
anti-Temperance, or anti-anything, I em for America First. These agen- 
cies and such men as Winchell, Carlson, or Pearson do more to stir up 
anti-semitic feeling in an hour than I have done in my entire life and 
if they keep it up they will pay the penalty for it, I promise them 
that, and I know what I am talking about. 


But now, I have some other people here on the platform that I want to 
introduce to you. They are all good America Firsters and are in the 
forefront of this fight to save America and the American tradition. 
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First, I want to introduce MR. RALPH BAERMAN of Washington. He is an 
author and writer and supervises the putting out of many of the pamphlets 
which you receive which keep you informed regularly of the progress being 
made by our organization. . ; 


(BAERMAN got up and took a bow, but said nothing). 


Now, I have to present a veteran of this war, GEORGE VOSE, who is travel- 
ing with me for the first time. He is looking the ground over and getting 


acquainted. You will hear a lot more from him in the months to come. He 


is going to organize the veterans of this war into America First groups 
and I tell you that they will all want to join after what they have ex- 
perienoed at the heads of our globalminded bureaucrats and President in 
Washington. | . 


This soldier has an Honorable Discharge and character references from two 
of his Commanding Officers. I have them in my files where they will stay 
until it is necessary to produce them. He will shortly be a target for 
all kinds of character assassinations but this man is not afraid. He 
stood up under persecution in the Army and he will stand up in the cause 
of America First. It now gives me great pleasure to present GEORGE VOSE, 
a disabled veteran of the present war. (SMITH mentioned that the injury 
for which VOSE was given a disability discharge was cuased in a training 
accident in this country). 
GEORGE VOSE who being in the uniform of an American soldier, then took 

the platform. MR. SSITH, honored guests and members of the America First 
Party in Philadelphia, I am a veteran of this war, an honorably discharged 
veteran who served more than two years in the United States Arny, and 

who was injured while on maneuvers. I spent a lot of time in the Battle 
Creek Mjlitary Hospital and while I was there I came in contact with many 
men who had served overseas and saw sights that would make the blood 6f 
you fathers, and mothers of men in the service freeze in your veins. 


My home is in Kalamazoo, Michigan, and when 1 got home, I decided to 
dedicate my life to organizing the veterans of the war who are returne 
ing home for the cause of the America First party. I rea'ize the great 
fight that is being made by MR. SMITH for the Nationalist cause in this 
country and I earnestly believe that every returning Amerioan soldier, 
when he finds out what the America First party stands for, will join ite 
ranks without hesitation. 


No Communists or inspired Commnist groups holds any terrors for mé. A8 
MR. SMITH said, if I am killed while performing what I believe to be ny 
sacred duty, I will consider my life to have been sacrificed in a great 
cause and I feel sure that others will spring up immediately to carry on 
the work which I have started. 
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I am not a speaker of the calibre of GERALD Si ITH, but in my own way I 
will attempt to tell you and bring home to you the problems which are 
faced by returning servicemen and what my plans are for organizing them 
into a group that can successfully combat any attempts which may be made 
to take advantage of them as was done after the last war. 


I know what that was. My half brother was a veteran of the first world 
wer, and he, with thousands of others, returned home to find they could 
not get their old jobs back. ‘hey walked the streets and nothing was done 
for them. This time it is going to be different. Organized under the 
banner of the America First Party, we will keep this country for Americans. 


I say put up the bars, and keep out these refugees right now, Twenty 
million of them are pounding at the gates waiting for an opportunity to 
enter this country and a lot have gotten in already and taken our jobs. 

I say send these refugees back where they came from and 4mericanize the 
people we have in our slums now, The veterans organized under 4merica 
First will see that boats are furnished to send them back where they 

came from and then our boys can have the jobs which they are now occupying. 


While in the Hospital I saw signs which would make you mothers and fathers 
of service men unable to abep at:night. Men returning from this global 
war with both eyes out, minus arms and legs and generally shot to pieces. 
Take my own case, I was injured on maneuvers and can now scarcely stand 
on my left leg. What did the Government do for me? They gave me a pen-~ 
sion of $34.00 a month, less than the fifty dollars they paid me for an 
opportunity to get injured. 


T want the returning serviceman organized so that such things are im- 
possible and the disabled men are paid pensions in the right proportion 
to their injuries and I also want the government to pay pensions to you 
mothers and fathers who have been deprived of the support and financial 
help which your sons or daughters would have given if they had not been 
dragged out to fight this terrible war. 7 


They have a law in Michigan which pays a small pension to old people. 
I came in contact with a horrible case while I was in the Hospital. A 
soldier, blinded in both eyes, called me to his bedside one day while 
I was walking through the ward and told me a horrible story. He had 
made an allotment of $22.50 to his parents, most of which came out of 
his pay. This was reported by the Federal Government and the Michigan 
authorities immediately cut off the pension to his parents. 


They have money to send lend lease to Russia and Great Britain and can 

do anything else in this country that they want to do but this had to 
happen and as God is my judge, I am going to see that it is stopped and 
laws are passed which will prevent such actions against returning servicemen. 
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You should see these men in the Hospitals, terrible physical wrecks, which 
were once the flower of our young manhood, Wrecked absolutely wrecked. 
And for what I ask you, to further the international plans of our Bureau- 
erate in Washington who care nothing for the wounds, suffering, and death 
which they have caused al] over this nation. 





Now, look at what happened after the last war. The soldiers came home, 
couldn*t get their jobs back, and the misery, and suffering was intense. 
The Government which had sent them abroad to fight did nothing to relieve 
the conditions. What happened? A group finally went to Washington to 
demand a bonus and what did they get? 





Well you kmow, ny half-brother went through it and I'll tell you. They 
were handled like cattle and throm out of Washington by regular Arny 
troops. They were driven with bayonets, stabbed in their backs, their 
Wives and children were gassed and the few that had automobiles saw them 
burned right before their eyes. Is this the kind of treatment for vet- 
erans J ask you. It certainly isn't, and it won't happen again if the 
veterans organize on the principles of the America First platform. 





vt I have been traveling around this country a lot, and with my uniform it 
is possible for me to visit canteens and other places where servicemen 
congregate. I talked to them and I tell you everyone of them is ready 
to join the 4nerica First Party, for it stands for the principles which 
these men want to see enforced in the United States. They all say, let 
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the British look out for the British, and the Russians look out for the 
Russians, we will look out for the United States. That is the kind of 
a Nationalist spirit the servicemen have and they don't want to be 
spending their time policing the world after this war is over. “ney want 
= to get home and form a Nationalist Farty. : | 
There is the man who will lead us to victory in 1948. (Points to S/ITH). 
He stands for everything we want, and the platform of the Amerioa First 
a Party is the platform ofevery returning serviceman. 
y= Let me tell you about a few things that have happened while I have been 


traveling around the country. I was on a bus near Lima, Ohio, and some 

foreigner asked me where I was going. I told him home and he said it was 
4 too bad soldiers had to travel so much since conditions were so bad. In 

Ege . Russia, they wouldn't let them do it, he added. I told him if he liked 

Russia so well why didn't he stay there or go back now, He said he would 
stay here and this country would eventually be like Russia. A11 they need 
here, he added, is to get rid of these Priests and Ministers and this coun- 
try would be all right. Think of it, get rid of the Priests and Ministers, 
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why those ungodly Communists would do anything to wreok our way of American 
Life and accomplish their foul purposes. , 


I met another sad case near my home town. A soldier was hitch-hiking aaa 
I offered him a lift. I asked him where he was going, and he said to see 
his mother in a small town in Massachusetts. I said he was a long way 
from home and he said he had come from California. He then told me his 
story, and I am going to repeat it to you. He was back from overseas 
after two years abroad. He was in Camp in California and was going to be 
shipped out again. Ome day his Commanding Officer called him in and told 
him that under the circumstances he could have a 15 day furlough. 


What can I do, he asked the Officer. I want to see my mother but I have 
only sixty cents. “hat did the Officer say? Well, I'll tell you. He said 
that's not my problem, do you want the 15 day furlough or don't you? Well, 
the soldier took the furlough and started to hitchehike to Massachusetts 
for what might well be the last time he would see his mother. I tell you, 
when men in the service are treated this way, they begin to realize what 

is being done to them by a government which has no interest in their per- 
sonal welfare, ‘hey realize what the principles of the America First Party 
mean to them and they want to join immediately. 


Now, getting back to my case, The United States Army kmew that I was an 
4+mnerica First Party member and I was hounded all the time I was in the 
service. They did everything to me that could possibly be done to make . 
my life miserable. Why, they even wanted to give me a dishonorable dis- 
charge. But truth and justice prevailed and my friends took care of me 
and forced them to abandon such tactics. I have an honorable discharge 
and two letters from my Commanders testifying to my character, honesty, 
and integrity. They are in Mr. SMITH's files and he will show then to 
anyone who wants to see them. 


I could go on all evening telling you such stories of the treatment of 
soldiers under this system of government which we have in Washington and 
I tell you it is time for a change; that is why I say America First, last, 
and always. 

(Vose saluted the audience with a military salute as he stepped to the 
microphone, reached several high pitches of emotion and threw them a kiss 
as he finished). The audience gave him a tremendous applause. 


_ GERALD L, K. SMITH 


Now we have an outstanding woman with us tonight whom I kmow you will be 
anxious to heate She is MRS. DILLING, the author of&"Red Network". She 
has been indicted for her activities and has been sitting in Washington 
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? for the past six months while the government agencies of the New Deal have ™- 
been trying to make out a case against her. To date, they have done noth- 
ing and the case is dragging on. She will tell you some of the things that 
happened and how she is helping some of these unfortunate little people who 
have been hounied and persecuted for daring to raise their voices against ' 
the bureaucrats. : . ae. 2 





I know you are in a hurry to hear MRS. DILLING, tut I must tell the story 
of the eicht Ohio farmers which no newspaper in the country wants to pub- 
lish. These eight farmers wanted some machinery which was badly needed to 
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They went to a country fair near Selima, Ohio, and Representative CLARE | 
,HOFFMAN, who will have no part of the New Deal shenanigans, was there with 
f mn English farm machinery catalogue offering for sale all kinds of machin- 

ery which you can't get in this country without an OK from the triple A 
or some other government agency which is supposed to keep the farmer vote 


in line. 


Well, these farmers wanted a corn picker and in a disgusted frame of mind 
went to the machinery dealer. He had one standing in a store but told 
them they would have to fill out a mltitude of forme and get a priority 
tefore they could have the machine. 





: These farmers were really mad, they asked him how much the machine cost and 
= he said $850. The farmers laid down the cash and took the machine out of 
. the place. Mind you, the machine was standing there and they needed it 
op | to harvest a crop for the war effort, and the civilians could have gotten 

| the same machine in England according to the catalogue. I guess they made 
it in England from lend-lease steel which is denied our manufacturers and 
sent abroad. 


at oe 


| Well, when the bureaucrats heard of this they sent a smart young lawyer 
out there and had the eight farmers arrested. The bail was set at $20,000 
apiece, $160,000 for this offense against the bureaucrats. ‘he farmers 

P were trundled off to jail, but the America Firsters in Ohio got busy and 
a E in.10 hours the cash bail was on the line and the farmers were back home. 


nde | They were tried and the case should have attracted National attention, but 
—_ | no, the newspapers end radio under the thumb of the New Dealers and the 
_. bureaucrats, afraid of invoking their wrath, gave it nothing. The Judge 
after they were convicted, realized that it would be wrong to put eight 
farmers in jail at this critical time, sentenced them to a year, then . 
put them on probation. This I tell you is the kind of thing that is going 
on in this country right under your very noses and if it were not for that 
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man described as a rabble rouser and leader of the lunatic fringe, . GERALD 
L. ae SMITH, you would know nothing about it. 


But now I want to present to you a woman who is a leader in our fight and 
who I believe knows more about Communists than any other woman in the United 
States, MRS. ELIZABETH DILLING. 


MRS, ELIZABETH DILLING: 


Good evening you Philadelphians who are such loyal believers in the program 
of America First. It ia a pleasure to appear on the same platform with 
our leader, MR. GERALD L. K. SMITH and others connected with his work. 


I em one of those terrible people that have been indicted and am now being 
tried in Washington for trying to keep this country out of the olutches 

of the Jews and Communists who have permeated the New Deal. But I want to 
report they are not getting very far for the trial i8 a faroe. The govern- 
ment prosecutor has been stumbling around for six months while we sit on 
benches day after day listening to him, trying to make out a case and he 
hasn't been able to do anything yet. 


The trial is a disgrace to American justice for they have picked on a lot 
of small people who are poor and have no money to defend themselves. Before 
Iam done, I will tell you how you. can do something to help them and I have 
spent more than $150,000 of my own money just seeing that they have enough 
to eat while they are being forced to sit and listen to this travesty on 
Justice. 


I didn't realise what was going on at first when e lot of them were brought 
into the Court room the first few days. Then I started to telk to them and 
they were not being properly fed and were being ill-treated. And do you 
khow by whom? Well, they were being persecuted by Government agencies who 
pose as Investigators and those other people who are their masters. 


I have a song here which will describe who I mean. (She then sang a song 
to the tune of the Marine Hymn “The Halls of Montezuma” but it was worded 
about a Jewish refugee from Europe who landed in this country and was im- 
mediately fed on the fat of the land). 


Think of it, these people are allowed to come here, take our jobs, attempt 
to overthrow our form of government and do just as they please while our 
boys must go abroad to further the sins of our internationally minded people 
in Washington and beat dowm people all over the world who are only trying 

to look out for themselves and protect themselves from the horrors which 
the Communists will bring to their country. 
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This trial is a farce. The Judge sits there (works her face like someone ._. 
chewing and listens to the government trying to make out a case). Every- 
time something is questioned, the answer is always the same. He bangs 

his gavel, (thumps her fist on the desk), evidence admitted. With all the 
help they are getting, they oan't do anything after six months. 


(Then sang a song to the tune of "Three Blind Mice}. 


Now I have copies of a speech by Senator LANGER which I want you all to read. 
I will be selling these after the meeting and any contribution you make will 
be used to help these poor unfortunate people who are being tried and pere 
secuted in Washington. 


Thank yor all for turning out tonight and I lmow that under the leadership 
of such a man as GERALD L. K. SMITH, our cause will triumph, maybe not 
this fall, but we will carry the fight in and sweep the nation in 1948. 
Thank you. 


GERALD L. K. SMITH: 


Well, now you have heard from two people who certainly know what is taking 
place in this great country of ours. I suppose you will want to hear them 
again end you will most certainly have the opportunity in the near future. 
You will have a chance to hear MR. VOSE deliver a long speech and tell 

you more about what the returning veterans in this war face. 


By the way, I want to tell you what happened to my son. You kmow he was a 
handsome sixefooter with six years of military training in military school. 
Well, he was in the Army and was supposed to go to Officers' school when 
the arch enemy of all American Firsters, Walter Winchell, got upon the radio 
and said this boy is the son of that despicable man, GERALD L. K. SMITH who 
stomped on an American flag. That rag I stomped on was an international 
thing devised by the Jews and Communists as a world flag to fly over our 
Stars and Stripes. Well, the Army got busy and he was put atthe lowest 

job in the Army, leading a pack mule. But he is a real soldier, he never 
complained.. He was placed on a transport, we didn't know where he was 

and started overseas. The trensport was torpedoed and he floated around 

in the water for hours. He was finally rescued and reached India. But 
despite all their attempts to keep him down, he is going to be one of the 
great heroes of this war for he got to Burma aa one of Merrill's Mareuders. 
This was a suicide assignment for 3,000 men. They volunteered and my boy 
was one of the volunteers. . 


They searched the entire armed forces for these men, for they had to be 
absolutely perfect physical specimens. Perfect teeth, perfect heart action, 
and all that goes with a military physical examination. Well, my boy was 
chosen and of hie group of threelhundred, two hundred werekilled and the 
other hundred had to be hospitalized to a man. My son was wounded in the 
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hip and is now in a hospital. Think of it, fighting in the jungles and 7 
swamps of Burma, exposed to malaria and all those tropical fevers for what. 
To further the aims of a group of internationally minded bureaucrats in 
Washington who are hungry for world domination. A group which permitted _ 
the shipping of scrap iron and oil to Japan until just a short time before 
Pearl Harbor. 


Think of it, junk men, and you know who they are, shipping scrap iron and 
oil with the blessing of those renegades in Washington, so my son could be 
wounded in the hip with a chunk of his grandmother's tea kettle. 


These things are going to be stopped and those people called to account and 
the veterans of this war organized along with the loyal America firsters 
will put an end to it when they come home. How many veterans of the last 
war are here tonight? Let's see your hands. Well, you mow what they did 


-for you and it is not going to happen again. 


Something is wrong with this country when sa man has to come from a certain 
group of people, or from a certain section of the country to be elected 
President. I don't care if a man comes from the North or South, East, 
Middlewest, or Facific Coast, so long as he has the principles of America 
First in his heart, let him be the leader of this great people. 


Here you have two candidates of the Republicans and Democrats, both come 
from Duchess County, New York. One has a big estate, the other not so 
bige One is a ljittle man with a big dog and the other is a big man with 
a little dog. The big man with the little dog will resort to any skull 
duggery to achieve a fourth term and the little man with the big dog has 
the effrontery to oome before the woters and attempt to cover up his 
opronent's skull duggery. 


I want to know what happened at the Churchill-Roosevelt conference on the 
Atlantic Ocean. It has been kept away from the people of this nation and 
it is time to know before election. I want a full report of what happened 
at Pearl Harbor when our ships were lined up for the Japs like ducks on a 
pond and our boys were shot like fish in a barrel. 


Think of it, God only kmows how many ships were sunk and 3000 on Killed 
and no one of the public knows the truth today. Reports from Australia 
tell us we were warned that the Japs were approaching five days ahead of 
time, but Mr. Roosevelt never took the trouble to warn Kimmel and Short. 
We were also told that our ships were firing on the Japs severel days in 
advance, still no one knew it at Pearl Harbor. 
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What kind of skull duggery was this, it is time we all knew. Why don't 
they court martiel Kimmel and Short? They both say they would welcome 

it and if they are guilty punish them instead of having them sit around 
paying them on a pension which is costing you and I and every other tax 
payer money. I'11 tell you why they don't. They are afraid to bringit 
to light for the whole country, for the whole dirty mess will cause a lot 
of feeling in this country and everyone will become an American Firster. 


The time to air this is right now before election, when the people, the 
voters, will have a chance to make their decision, not later when we will 
have to endure four more years of this kind of misrule. Think of it, such 
expenses saddled on the taxpayers along with the costs of guarding Mr. 
Roosevelt's estate in Duchess County and that guard is a regular military 
establishment maintained at heavy cost to the taxpayers. But that isn't 
the only thing ] want to tell you about tonight. I am opposed to all these 
conferences, such as Teheran and Dumbarton Oaks, where the public is ex- ~’ 
cluded and agreements are made about which we know nothing. I would be © 
satisfied if representatives of the press would be admitted. Then we 
would feel that at least we were getting to know something, but even they 
are barred. 


You have heard of the conference at Dumbarton Oaks. Well, I heard of it 
too and was heartily sick of such business and covering up as was going 
on in Washington. Secretary Hull, conferring with Mr. John Foster. Dulles, 
a representative of Governor Dewey. That is what I am talidng about when 
I tell you one party covers up the skull duggery of the other. 


Well, I decided to go to Washington to find out what was going on at 
Dumbarton Oaks. So I went down and called Secretary Hull and as the Pres- 
idential candidate of the America First Party asked what was going on. 

I could not get an appointment with Hull but was asked if Breckinridge 
Long, his assistant, would do. I said yes, he would do. 


Well, I had a meeting with him at which I presented several questions and 
proposals but he told me that the meeting was a closed one and no one 
could be admitted. So I went out to Dumbarton Oaks, got out of the car in 


which I was riding and started up toward the building. 


A soldier stopped me and told me I could go no further. I asked him after 
telling him who I was, what he would do if I insisted upon going up and 
mocking on the door. Well, if you insist upon going further without the 
proper credentials and you don' ‘t have them, he added, I guess I will have 
to shoot you. 


Then, I asked if it were possible to send in a message to Mr. Stettinus, 
it was very important, and I had propounded some questions which were 
written on a paper. He said no. If anything like that were done it would 
have to be taken to the State erg down towmm. By this time, some 
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other soldiers had gathered, including a Corporal, a sergeant, e Captain 
and a Major. 


About this time a car drew up and some flunky got out wearing a big badge 
which gave him the run of the grounds. He came up the walk and I called 
him aside. I told him I had an important message for Mr. Stettinius and 
asked him if he would take it in to him. Sure, give it to me he replied, 
took it out of my hand and hurried off up the walk. 





The soldiers were wide in astonishment, so I decided now was the time to 
get some real information. I turned to the sentry and asked him if a U. 
S. Senator came down here and demanded admittance what would he do, if he 
didn't have the proper credentials. The soldier answered, I wouldn't let 
him pass. Suppose he insisted on going in, I asked. Then I guess I would 


have to shoot him, the soldier replied. 





Think of it, think of it, do you realize what that meant. A man holding 
the highest elective Kepresentative power of the citizens of this country 

. would be shot if he attempted to find out what was going on at this con- 
ae ference which makes decisions that vitally affect the lives of every citizen 
Hane of this country. And at whose orders, the bureaucrats who have usurped 
every power that they can. 





Well, I decided this was a good place to make a speech and I told those 
soldiers and officers just what was going on and no one opened his motth. 
They just listened and something tells me that some day when this war is 
: over and those men come back to civilian life, you will find pe ee of 
; them enrolled in the ranks of the America First Party. 
I could go on ali ‘night telling you stories such as those I have been 
telling you about Pearl Harbor and Dumbarton Oaks. You could have a re- 
cess at midnight for a smoke and I could go on till morning but I am 
going to tell you a story which reaches an all-time high for double - 
dealing and needs a lot of explanation from "ashington. This is the story 
of TYLER » &® young man employed in the dirlomatic corps in London. we 
: His father“was a career diplomat and is now dead. He was not a rich man 
: ~ and his mother resides on a small estate in Virginia. What I am telling 
ony you is common kmowledge in England, but the veil of censorship has kept 


our people in ignorance. 





oe A Captain Ramsey, a neaber of Parliament, stood up and discussed the matter 
; shortly after it happened and do you know what happened to him. He was 
imprisoned and only released a few days ago. He was jailed by the same 
powers that imprisoned KENT and was never tried until popular opinion in 
England forced his release. 
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Well, this young man held a position in the American Embassy and his job 
was to decode messages which traveled back and forth between London and 
Washington. Suddenly he discovered something was wrong. A minor member 


of the British government was using the code to send messages to Roosevelt . 


in Washington. Remember at that time, Chamberlain was Prime Minister and 
Churchill was in a minor position. 


Well, this young man handled more than 1500 messages in which Stalin was 
referred to as that son of a be-=- in Moscow, and the old be--=-- in the 
Kremlin. He became soared, knowing something was wrong and took some of 
the messages, determined to get them to the U. 3. and put them in proper 
hands. 


But the New Deal has a Gestapo in London and KENT was found out. He was 
discharged and as he walked down the Embassy steps he was seized by 
British Police, given a secret trial and imprisoned for seven years. He 
has languished in a British prison for four years. Mind you, this man 
had a Diplomatic immunity and still was seized and tried by the British. 


ZI claim that this is part of a giant conspiracy between Roosevelt and 
Chruchill to secure world domination and I demand that this boy be brought 
home and given a public trial in America. kind you, he admits taking the 
messages to prove his claim, so that the only charge they had against him 
was Larceny. 


His mother, frantic at what had happened, gave a friend $5,000 and asked 
him to go to England and find out just what happened. This man did and 
through diplomatic ohannels was able to see young KENT on the Isle of 
Wight where he was imprisoned. He came back with a friend and the next 
day the friend was found mysteriously murdered in his hotel room. This 
effectively sealed this man's lips and the man who had talked to KENT re-~- 
fused to talk in fear of his life. 


Well, I heard about this and went to see MRS. KENT. She told me the whole 


story and it has been prepared in pamphlet form which I want everyone of 
you to read. Don't take these people too lightly. My life has been in 
danger on several occasions as I have traveled about the country. How 
many of my true friends here will see to it that get safely into a taxi 
after this meeting to go back to my hotel, All right that's fine, when 
the meeting igs over, just gather up around here and I will appreciate it, 
that you my true friends will get me safely to a cab. 


I have told you a lot of things tonight and how many feel that we have 


had a real America First meeting. All those who think so say "Aye". 
Well, these things which I have told you ast be explained. They are 
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reasons which people cannot vote for Roosevelt, why they can't wote for 


Dewey. I challenge thea to satisfy the minds of the voter, that is why 
I am for America First, let them come to us. ; 


Now I would like to stop here and go home, but if I do the work will not 
be kept up. You kmow when you come to America First meetings, put your 
carfare in one pocket and give the rest to us to carry on the work. Now 
the envelopes which the ushers have passed. Hold them up. All right, 
write down the amount you can give each month. You know I can't come back 


each month to take up a collection. If you want to make a cash contribue 


tion, just put it in and mark it cash. Write your name and address on 
the envelope. 


Now everyone who puts ina dollar will receive the pamphi et on TYLER KENT. 
If you put in $5.00 you 11i receive this handsome leather volume contain- 
ing the last 12 issues of\B8ROSS AND FLAG. That's the magazine you mst 
read to keep informed on what is going on. 


Now, pass your envelope to the aisle, don't try to hold onto them, the 
ushers will take them from the person on the end. By the way, if any meme 
ber of the audience has a car and you can identify yourself to MRS, PARKS 
or MRS. BROWN I will be delighted if you will be kind enough to give us 

a lift back to the hotel. 


Now the only requirement is that you be properly identified by MRS. PARKS, 
or MRS. BROWN. I want to go for a ride but not a long one, some people 
would like to take me for a ride. 

Now, remember, MRS, DILLING will be selling copies of Senator LANGERS 
eddress and the money will be solely for the victims of the sedition 
trial in Washington, and GEORGE VOSE will be selling subscriptions to 
CROSS AND FLAG in the lobby. He gets $.50 for each 6 months subsoription 


‘and a dollar for each one for a year, We are taking this means to in- 


crease the ciroulation of CROSS AND FLAG and are going to give ex-servicee 
men a chance to make some money at the same time. 


Now, my friends, will you rise please and recite the Lord's Prayer. We 
are taught to say it in different ways but we all say it and that is 
what counts. 


The meeting closed at 11:30 Fi 
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r 1, 1944 by the NATIONAL HWE STAR MOTHERS OF AMERICA, one 






held Oct 
entitled/"Bring the Boys Home" and the other entitled, / ewey-Roosevelt, 
reedle de = Tweedle dum”. me 


ENCLOSURES TO BUREAU: Two oirculars distributed at meeting held 10-1-44 
byrne Star Mothers of Amerioa. 


- REFERRED UPON COQiPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 
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Dewey - Roosevelt 


versus 


TWEEDLE DE - TWEEDLE DUM 





Thomas Dewey, Republican Candidate for President, 
is an internationalist. His master mind and Advisor is John 
Foster Dulles, an internationalist lawyer of New York City, 
who represents the British Government in America. 


Franklin D. Roosevelt is also an internationalist. Both 
men are puppets of the samé internationalist. We fear their 
plans are.to restore us as a colony of the British Empire — 
the blood of our brave sons will have been spilled in vain. 


Is there any hope in the two-party system? None 
whatever. Next November, herd-government will give us a 
full-dress exhibition. We shall see two immense herds of 
voting citizens, whipped to the polls by Republican and 
Democratic cowboys, whose only knowledge of political science 
consists in knowing how to drive the cattle to market. Such 
conditions precede revolutions. They indicate great wrongs 
and abuses. 


HOW LONG WILL WE BE SLAVES TO POLITICANS? 


American Nationalists will support for public office 
those men who have the welfare of the United States of 
America at heart and who will look after this country’s 
interest before giving consideration to the welfare of other 
nations of the world. We believe in America first and not 
in America second. 


Let’s elect men to public office who have the courage 
to speak out in the interests of America, first. 


NATIONAL BLUE STAR MOTHERS OF AMERICA 
Harrison Building 


<S Philadelphia, Pa. | 
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3RING THE BUYS HOME 


If we allow the International Bankers to “city alick” our Nation 
into a World State after this war, hundreds and thousands of our boys 
will be permanently exiled. If we have a World Police Force after this war 
as is wanted by the Internationalists, your son may not be brought home 
after this war. He will be kept in Asia, Africa or Europe, to enforce the 


will of the super state. He will be ordered around by the President just as 


the chief of police orders riot squads to move here and there within a city. 


Keep your eyes open. Don’t be deceived. Let us repeat this slogan 
until every ear in America has heard it: 


BRING THE BOYS HOME ! 
BRING THE BOYS HOME! 
BRING THE BOYS HOME! 


“While our boys are away from home fighting in foreign lands... 
the slickest gang of racketeers that ever operated are taking over the 
American government... 

“The Communists, Socialists and fellow-traveling New Dealers 
in both the Democratic and Republican Parties who have taken possession 
of the people’s government, are rapidly changing our American form of 
democracy into a dictatorial form of government, whereby the people are 
rapidly losing their freedom, their liberty and their constitutional form 


of government.” 
—Sen. W. Lee O’Daniel, Democrat of Texas 


World Government Commonly Called World Federation 
Could Mean Only Perpetual War For America 
We who cherish our independence must realize that our form of govern- 


ment is in greater danger from this TREASONABLE Betrayal which is 
in the making, than from our ENEMIES on the BATTLEFIELD. 


We who love America and desire to perpetuate our free institutions must 
oppose this serpent of INTERNATIONALISM with all our strength. 
Americans demand an investigation of 


the sponsors of this movement 
Don't let them haul down the 
STARS and STRIPES 


WORLD GOVERNMENT — 
Will cance! the DECLARATION of INDEPENDENCE and destroy 
our CONSTITUTION. 

WORLD GOVERNMENT — 
You become a slave to INTERNATIONAL politics. 


Our fleet would be required to police the seven seas. American troops 
would be called to police the world and defend Alien possessions. 


Write your State Representatives at Harrisburg, Pa. 


Write your Senators and Congressmen in Senate and House Office 
Building, Washington, D. C., opposing WORLD FEDERATION. 























— Preserve Your Republic, Constitution, and Freedom HERE — 





Sex, NATIONAL BLUE STAR MOTHERS OF AMERICA 
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DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: 11~4=44 
SAC, PHILADELPHIA 
GERALD L. K.~ SMITH, was.e- 
THE AMERICA FIRST PARTY; af ~ 2 
INTERNAL SECURITY - @G; 
SECURITY MATTER; SEDITION - 
si ie I am enclosing herewith copies of a report in the above- 
2 entitled matter by Special — dated October {> 
; 31, 1944 at Philadelphia. 


The attention of the Bureau and the Detroit office is 
direoted to Page 10, Parag&aph 5, of the enclosed report, wherein 
it is stated that GEORGE/VoSE appeared as a speaker at the GERALD 
L. K. SMITH meeting in Philadelphia in the uniform of an American 


~ " ( - soldier. ; 
; 


Attention is further direoted to the statement made by 
VOSE appearing on Page 12, Paragraph 4 of the enclosed report, 


wherein VOSE states that with his uniform it is possible to visit 
2 I ser canteens. 


In the absence of Bureau or Detroit instructions of the 


= a oh possible violation of the Illegal Wearing of Uniform Statute, 

vibe Sb SEBS no investigation of this matter is being conducted by this office, 
cas ae ZZ ~ NG: 
on eo - Enclosure : asa i ppatiponet 

welt od beieak 

— 00-22780 | 


cect Detroit ; 
ALL INFORRATION core WED G, 
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eS -::: identity is known to the Bureau, b70D 
e pe m October 16 Wbhy to October 30, 1944, in 





IS 5. | - >» 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
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Director, FBI “ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED _— DATE: “Wovenber 3,1 1944 
a7 a HEREIN IS Si eee er 5 “pit Ree seed senee 
‘Asc, vetroit DATE SPUBIAILOMS be my 
: ran) . y HA, 433 : : © “USP SSE dace vewece 
GERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases; ; — ; Ten ena & 


THE’ANERICA FIRST PARTY % 
INTERNAL SECURITY ~ G 
SECURITY MATTER — SEDITION 


set out below pertinent information nhl : 









clusive. 


The Subject is proceeding with his campaign in the State of vichigan 
and hes made talks at various towns in the State. Other persons on 

the state ticket including Reverend LELAND/MARION, candidate for 
governor, and Sane Ose candidate for Lieutenant governor on the 
America First Party ticket, have also spoken at these rallies. Sub 
ject and the other candidates spoke at Pontiac, Michigan, on October 
21, 1944, and Reverend WARICN will have a radio program from a Pontiac 
station for fifteen minutes each night at 6 Pp. Me. for a period of five 
nights beginning November 1, 1944. On the last night the program will | 
consist of a thirty-minute speech. Apparently Subject will not talk 

on this program, the sole speaker being Reverend MARION. 





Subject spoke at Saginaw, Michigan, LOE S 1944, -and a (bad 
Axe, Michigan, on October 28, 1944. Both VOSE and MARION were ex- 
pected to appear with him on ’ these programs and at Pad Axe KENNETH 
C/.WESER, attorney for the Farmer's Guild and close friend of SUTTH, 
S also scheduled to speak, A Similar meeting has been planned for 
November 1, 194!., 2+ Kalamazoo, “ichiean, and also for a meeting at 
the English Room of the Book Cadillac Fotel in Detroit on Ncvember 
3, 1944. Paid advertisements in the newspapers in these various 
cities announced the dates and time of these meetings. An extensive 
program of direct mail advertising was also used to obtain publicity >. 
for the meetings. ,Form letters were sent to all persons who had been | _/ 
subscribers to th ross and the Flag." A special list of the one = .” 
thousand people Uist of names in the Saginaw area, composed of former 
subscribers, present subscribers and persons who had previously atten— 
ded SMITH's meetings were sent ‘special mimeographed announcements by 
first class mil, ~ 7 . HANDLED 75 
; _ . STOP DES: - 
SMITH was mich concewied seat the fact that the Dies Committee sub 
poenaed his assistant, BERNARD/DOMAN, to testify before it on 
eee r 16, 1944. He was in requent contact with DOMAN and also with 
BAFRMAN, ‘who is his Washington assistant. SMITH was also mech 
con peed Alea over & sperort ree ak about the same time from 
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MEMO, Director, FBI Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases; 
November 3, 1944 THE AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
SECURITY MATTER ~ SEDITION 





Jd who is secretary to ELIZABET DILLING, one of the sedition trial defendants. 
advised SMITH thet D NG had received information from a Congressman 
; e effect that BAERMAN had admitted to certain individuals that he, - 

| BAERMAN, was in the pay of B'nai Btrith. BAERMAN was supposed to have ob— 








tained pay from this organiza for the purpose of testifying before the 
Dies Committee that had given SMITE a large sum of money to b2Ze 
split the Dewey vote, onted BAERMAN with this information and 


BAERMAN categorically denied that DILLING's statement was correct. He stated 
that he would be giad to give SMITH an unqualified statement as to his loyalty 


= ee a See ee —— 7s 








to SMITH. 
Re: Later, after direct contact with DILLING, SMITH discovered that the person she 
ee had in mind was not BAERVAN, but Pe assistant, DOMAN. DILLING further 
cBpe pointed out to SvITH that she contact wit believed to 
eee refer to Be... * soiiaint eve for the Die ee, who had told 
her that : ay B'nai Birith in order to get its 
appropriation: “BTA at BTyIEW representative had told the committ 





ee that the i 
believed DOMAN would testify, if called before the committee, that oe 


had given SMiTh large sums of money for the purpose of splitting the Devry vote, |! 
In a later contact with BARRMAN, SWITH indicated he thought the scheme to get 

DOMAN to testify to the above facts was possibly a republican plot to embarrass 
SKITHe Later SMITH personally advised CASPARALINGEMAN, Clerk of Wayne County, I 





Vichigan, and a prominent Detroit democrat, t someone was trying to pull a 
double cross both on SMITH and the democratic party. He then gave LINGEMAN the 
mn, facts concerning the alleged plot with respect to DOMAN's testimony. 


ieee Although DOMAN appeared at the offices of the Dies Committee on October 16, 1944, 

‘ the date on which he had been sub poenaed, he was not called to testify until 
October 18, 1955, at 7 P. M. SMITH made every effort to get the Committee to 
expedite its proceedings in order to hear DOMAN, having contacted Congressman 

, COSTELLO, who was in charge of the present investigation, and Senator ROBERT 

REYNOLDS as well as Elizabeth Dilling. 


When he was finally called before the committee, DOMAN was questioned primarily 
about the handling, depositing and spending of SMITH's funds. DOMAN testified 
that pene income was about $6500.00 per year. The Committee wanted to know 


ek acst+ WEDTNSE armen amket nn at carreams fem hkak ler EOENITM,! , eee 


about WEBER's connection with SMITH (probably KENNETH CA JEBER of the Farmer's 
Guild) and a heck for $1,000 which was not further iddntified. They also wanted 
Sea to know if SMITH was anti-semitic, to which DOMAN replied that SMITH had slways 
: said that he was not and DOMAN did not think that he was. DOMWAN explained that 
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Ne he wag leaving SMITH because an x-ray showed ,fim to be suffering from a lung 
iis disease. He was also questioned about CLYDIAMORROW and about individuals named 
pe GRUENJALD and TALLFY, neither of which DOAN had heard of. The Committee at no 


time acted as if "they had run on to anything," but the questioning appeared to 
be a routine job for the record. They asked him about any connection which SMITH 
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INTERNAL SECURITY - G 

SECURITY MATTER - SEDITION 


may have with the Political Action Committee and DOMAN told them he knew of none 
and did not believe that SMITH was acquainted with R. J. THOMAS, head of the UAW- 
CIO- DOMAN testified that SMITH did not have any interests in any other enter- 
prises outside of the America First Party. They injuired as to whether SMITH had 
been in touch with any important republican or democrat politicians. They inquired 
as to who FOSTER was (probably GEORGRY FOSTER of Chicago, with the x | 






SMITHS.) fhey did not inquire, however, abou 
(both connected with the Ford Motor Company) 
or for various organizations.) Present at the hearing 
n Costello, BIRVINGHAM, who is an investigator for the Committee, 
STRIPLING, who is chief investigator, and two girls. BAERMAN was not there, 
although SMITH had requested him to attend. No newspaper men were present. The 
hearing was held in Diest office and the Committee was very polite to DOMAN, 
apologizing for having held him over several days. They finally inquired as to 
what the America First Party campaign consisted of and DOMAN stated that it con- 
sisted primarily of fighting Nazism and Communism. DOMAN was subsequently fur- 
nished with pracseri pt of his testimony before the Committee. BAERMAN believes 
that JOHN ROY}\CARLSON, author of "Under Cover," will be called to testify before 
the Dies Commi ttee within a few days. SMITH expressed a desire to learn of the 
nature of CARLSON's testimony. 







In the course of his discussion with ELIZABETH DILLING concerning the Dies 
Committee, DILLING stated that the Committee micht "fold u minute" and that 
if it did it is important that 
be kept at work. DILLING state © her as a teacher and that, 
she had sold him on the nationalist movement and believed he should be one of the 
foundation stones of the movement when he severed his connections with the Com 
mittee. She considers him a very important man for her purpose since there are 
not five people who know all the material available in the Dies Committee files 
and he could provide very valuable information for SMITH and DILLING. 






It is contempla 
tour and that 
could furnish 


that SMITH and DILLING would organize a nation-wide speaking 
through his information obtained from the Dies Committee, 

for such speeches. SMITH was much pleased with DILLING's 
contact with and suggested that she promise the cooperation of 
SYITH and he DILLING indicated that she had b ancing some money to- 
ward this end and “that "one of the prisoners is giving me a hundred dollars" 
(apparently referring to one of her "co=defendants" in the sedition trial.) 

SMITH told her she could count him in on that and that he would contact her shortly. 











SMITH has been in contact on several occasions recently with Senator ROBERT REYNOLDS 
of North Carolina. SMITH wants from him a list of nationalists and inter-nationalist. 
REYNOLDS does not have such a list, but thought that HAMILTON FISH or Colonel 

ROBERT MeCORVICK might have. REYNOLDS thought that during the absence of Congress— 
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WEMO, Director, FBI Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases; 
November 3, 1944 THE AMERICA FIRST PARTY. 
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BILL GOODMAN, BOB IS, MOORE and Drs O'BRIEN had been before the Committee. 
They agreed that DEWEY had weakened his position by not discussing such issues | 
as the TYLER-KENT case and the CHURCHILL and ROOSEVELT meeting in the Atlantic 
and that DEVEY had insulted the isolationiats and nationalists. REYNOLDS 
thought DEVEY would win, but felt that regardless of who won,the position of 
the nationalists would be strengthened, 


man DIES ny aw al “they” were trying to do some dirty work and that 





SSITH has forwarded to REYNOLDS 9 special copy of his version of the TYLER-KENT 
story. The KENT story of which SMITH has had a special printing made is being 
distributed by him to all his contributors and to all subscribers to "The Cross 
and the Flag." Copies of the book "Forty Years of Roosevelt are also being 
widely distributed by him. ; 


SMITH #has also recently contacted aE. former eecretary to 
HENRY FORD and for many years an e @0 e Ford Motor Company, and re= bz 


ero. 


u 
turned to a report which the latter had furnished him. Reverend HARVEY 
‘SPRINGER S4ITH that he would be in Detroit for a period of about two 
es ! weeks beginning on October 29, 1944, and that he would be preaching at the 


- People's Tabernacle. They plan to have further contacts during the time that 

SPRINGER is in town. GEORGE VOSE, who is active in the Townsend Clubs in Michi- 
See gan, has tentatively arranged a speech for SMITH to be given before the Townsend 
TS EE Club at the Headquarters of the United Sons of America, 89 tiest Forest Street, on 
November 19, 1944. 





SMITH is having finanéial difficulties since receipts at his recent meetings have 
x i not been as good as anticipated. He has requested DOMAN to cut down expenses and 
> wants DOMAN to see how much money he can raise on his car, since SVITH mst have 
| $1,000 in order to meet the pay roll and pay the printer. 
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of no connectiors of this type. This 


merely questionin: Damn tn a routine way "for the record," 
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Director, 


Dear Sirs 


enclosing herewith q verbetim transcription of conversations between 


FBI 





Re: 


Detroit "= Michigan 
Kovember 7, 1944 


PECLARSIPIED BY 


O 


GERA 
THE ‘AMFRICA.. 
INTERNAL SECURITY; SEDITION 


Pape 


? 
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With reference to your letter of October 28, I am, 


Subject and BERNARD/DOMAN, his secretary, prior to DOMAN's testifying 
° before the Dies Committee on October 18, 1944. 


ww wee 


a 


Also enclosed is a 
transcript of DOMAN's conversation with SMITH following DOMAN's 
testimony before the Committee, 


The two conversations on October lL, 


19L4, tock place shortly after DOMAN had received his eubpoena early 


thet day which directed him to appear before the Committee in Washington 


on October 16, 1944, 


the latter was in Washington waiting to testify. 


place after NOMAN had testified, 


tat tae td 


It is believed that a transcript of his testimony y has been 


DOMAN left Detroit the night of October 14, and 
the conversation of October 16 took place between SWITH and DOMAN while 
The Committee did not 
hear DOWAN on October 16, but required him to wait until October 18 and 
the hearing was held at 7 p.m. on October 18 in the Committee's offices. 
The conversation at 9:17 pam. on October 18 between Subject and DOMAN 


indicates the nature of the latter's testimony. 
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This conversation took 


puts 7 rt 


sent to DOMAN and if it is possible to do so, an effort will be made to 
obtain e copy of this transcript through informants, 
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Conversation Between G. L. K, Smith and Bernard Doman 
at Washington, 9:17 p.m, October 18, 1944 


Doman ¢ The hearing is all over. It lasted about an hour and a half. They 
spoke of Weber quite a bit. They wanted to know why he hadn't attended 
the meeting on Thursday night and they wanted to know if you had been 

PAC and I told them they could get the whole story 





Doman: He's on your OPA Board, 
Smiths Oh, Jose 


Doman: They asked me the largest amount J had ever handled for.you-recently. 
I told them it was $1000 and they wanted to know who it was from. 
I told them I didn't remember the name. I told them it wasn't money 
for our organization but it was replaced money that had been used 
by some Republican in Chicago. The strongest points they asked me 
about were Weber and the $1000 check. They wanted to know how the 
money was deposited, how it was handled and how it was spent. They 
didn't even look at the payroll. They wanted to kmow what your income 
was and what mine was. I told them it wes $6500 for mine and that 
now it's about forty-five hundred and never over five and when I started 
I said I never paid income tax until two years ago. 





Smith: Were they nice to you? 
Doman: Yes, they smiled and they were nice. They wanted to know about John _ 
"Little. He was supposed to have given you some money in 1940 to pay 
your hall rent and he is supposed to be in jail now. I told them I 
remembered somebody gave us money a long time ago to pay hall rent but 
I don't remember the name. 


yen 
. ei 


Ew 
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Smith: What did they ask you about Weber? 


Domans When I hed seen him last and if I knew why he wasn't at our meeting 
last Thursday night. 


Smith: Did they bring out anymore about that? 


Doman: No, I told them I had spoken to Weber Thursday morning and everything 
was all right then. I told them Weber wasn't supncsed to speak at the 
meeting; that there was only one speaker, Gerald L. K. Smith, and then 
they wanted to know if you were anti-Semitic. I told them that you 
always said you were not. Then they asked me what I thought and I said 
I agree with him. So then I gave them a story. I said that everytime 
we come across a Jewish name we have to handle it with kid gloves as 
we are accused of being anti-Semitic, but that whenever we come to 
a good old Irish name we just pop off. So I think everything's 0.k. 
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Doman: (continued) I told Birmingham in Detroit that I was going this winter 
so they asked mec about that and I told them that an X-ray showed my 
lung was partially collapsed, and I told them I was going dow in 
Texas and take off for a while for that reason, 


Smith: . Was there anybody there? 


Doman: Nobody, wee Costello and this Stripling, two girls, a secretary and e 
atenotypist, an jam. Ralph wasn't there, This was all sudden, 
I had to go earlier and I couldn't contact Ralph, I just talked to him 
now and he's sorry he couldn't be with me. 





Snith: Well, the only thing is, we hope they wrote dow what you said. You 
don't have any witness to what you said except then. 


Doman: Well, I couldn't help that but there was a stenotypist right there to 
take everything down. 


Smith: Yes, but we hope they took it dow right. 


oo Doman: Well, what can we do about that? 


~_— — 
é 


Smith: They called the meeting at 6:45 to get you away from Ralph. 


ee Doman: No, they wo "t know that. They notified me by Pelepnodes They asked 
oh me who Ralph/Baerman was and I told them I met him at the convention, 
Soe thet IT saw in Washington and he acted aa my guide, that he is a 
high school ‘professor and taught school a long time, 


Smiths And then what did they say? 
2 rae Doman: Nothing. They asked me about a Berryman and they asked me if I knew 
. / a Morrow in Washington and I told them I didn't know a Morrow in 


ae Washington but that I did know a Morrow in Detroit. Then they asked 
me who he was. I said he was the editor of a magazine. 


Smith: The best you can figure,, ad else did they ack you about? 


Doman: They asked me about a man named Grunwald that I never heard of. He may 
be in our files and called by another name, They wanted to know about 
Talley. I said I didn't know him and didn't know whethcr you knew him 
o or not. They wanted to know if you had been contacted by Republican 
. groups or by the PAC. They asked me who you rere supporting for president 
=, and they wanted to know if you were supporting any political party and I 
said yes, you were supporting the America First Party. They werted to know 
. if you had endorsed any candidates and I said absolutely not. 
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Snith: 
Domans 


Smith: 


Doman: 


Smith: 


Doman: 


Smith: 


Who else did they ask you about? 
Well, nobody else, 
When they asked you about Morrow, what did you answer? 


Well, they asked me if I knew any man named Morrow in Washington and I 
said no. Then they named two or three men in Washington. One of them 
was Berryman, 


Who? . 


One was Berryman. At first I got it mixed up with Baerman,. 

They wanted to know why you went to New York City. I told them you 
just stopped over to interview the press and you only stayed there 
about 36 hours. 


Did they have any fabricated notions about any money that I had gotten? | 
Y6s, those $500 notes. I told them that was ridiculous, that I had 

read about it in the reports. They wanted to know what girls handled 
the mail and I told them their names, that's all, I told them the 
payroll averaged $350 a week. They wanted to know how the rest of the 
money was used. I told them that the radio time took more than 95 
percent of the moncy spent. They went through the two report books 

and gave them back to me, 


That satisfied them, didn't it? 
Yes, they didn't even look at the payroll books. 


Did they at any time seem as though they had run onto Sane 
Or pursue you with any kind cf a vigorous questioning? 


No, it just seaned.like-a routine-job for the record. The only thing 
they asked was about the PAC, if I knew what it was. J said yes, I 
had been reading about it in your office and then told them about 
Conrey. They asked me if I had ever seen R. J.}Thomas. I said the 
nearest I had ever been to hin was that he was pn the train coming 
down to Washington with me. I recognized him from his pictures, . 


They acted like somebody had bee ettin 
_ Mey acted Like somebody had been telling then mahad been getting 


EMILY 44M UVLID TA, i SUG e 
TS, 
They wanted to know if we had any other interests, you or I, in 


any 
other enterprises outside of the organization and I told them absolutely 
noe 


You told them about the Internal Revenue Department? 








ee, ee . ae 


They warted to know if our books had ever been audited and I said about 
twelve or fourteen months ago by the Internal Revenue Departament. 


What did they say? 
They were satisfied, 
Ha, ha, thatts fine. You told them about my testimony before Anderson? 


They qeustioned me about that $1000 check and whether I knew the name 
on it and I told them I was sure you were sending a report on it. 


You told them that was a refund, didn't you? 


I told them the money had been used for some purpose and this was a refund 
on it, that the meeting over there was spcnsored by some Republican. 

They wanted ta_kmow if you had been_in touch with any big Republican 

or Demcrat recently... I said if congressmen and senators were big 
Republicans and Demecrats, you may have been. They wanted to Imow who 


Foster was and I told them t had never met Foster. They asked about 
Southard and I said he was a world war veteran, 

Did they ask you about 
Not a thing. aS ee 
Did they ask about Me PUR eRe, 








Not a thing. 
What did they ask about Morrow? 


Just his name, not even his first name. They said he was a Washington man. 


ai thdy got that out of Anderson's questioning. Did they ask about 


) 
Not a thing, ea 
Did they ask about the convention? 
They asked how mich money was taken in at the convention, 


Did they raise that old phony question about someone bringing me big 
money at the convention? 


Yes, I laughed and said that was ridiculous. I said I don't believe 
I have ever seen a $500 bill, 


Did they act like they believed you all right? 
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Well they laughed at it. 

What kind of a fellow was Stripling? 

He's a rather nice looking fellow, He looks something like Foster, 
Wace Matthews in there? 

NOe 

No newspaper men? 

onca 

What room was it in? 

Right in Dies' office, 

Were they polite to you? 

Very nice, they were sorry for holding me over. 
Why did they say they held you over? 


Well, Costello was held up in the War Department for ten days, He's on 
the Liilitary Affairs Comittee, 


He was nice to you? 

Very nice, a 

When they asked you why Weber wasn't at my meeting~— 

Well, they implied that there was something wrong that he wasn't there. 
But I didn't know anything about it. The meeting was Thursday and I 
left tom Saturday and I didn't have a chance to see Weber, They wanted 
to know why I was interested in this work and how I got started. They 
had in mind the first meeting, but that waa so long ago I said I 

was naive at that time and I don't remember things that happened then. 
They asked about the PAC and ali that. 

Well, they were on a fishing expcdition to find out, you see? 


I told them that if anything like that ever went on I would be the 
firat to raise cain. 


You told them we were not supporting either party. 
They wanted to mow what our campaign was. 


Did they ask about Hubert? 


ign Patent 


Doman: Not a thing. There were one or two gs, they wanted to know about 
the office way back there when John German left. And I told them 
I thought (unintelligible) and that/'s the reason no money was ever 
handed in in your name (unintelligible) but they were nice, 
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Partial Conversation Between G. Le K. Smith and 


Bernard Doman at Washington, 6 Pele, October 16, 1944 


I did a little checking on your business there and this fellow that's 


going to question you tomorrow. He may not be the best sort of a fellow, 


understand? So just keep your eyes open and don't be led into any 
trap. 


Will the whole committee question me or just one man? 


Well, I don't know, but be careful, keep aurwes open and just assume 


that nobody is your friend, 


Yes. 
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Doman 
Smith: 
Doman: 
Smith: 
Domans 


Smiths: 


I didn't have & chance to, I just got home a few minutes ago. 


Well, okay, don't ask me anymore questions then until you read that 
all over and read my testimony. 


Okaye 

That will answer all your questions. 

All richt. 

But you've got all the records, you've got the records right dow 

there in the office, you've got records of money received and money 

paid out and that all speaks for itself, And receipts and disbursements 
and as far as a complete audit is ccncerned no man can make a complete 
audit of his accounts in twenty-four hours, 

How about disbursements: I have nothing to show how that is handled. 
Well, you've got your payroll and you've got the cancelled checks, 

Well, you don't want me to take them with me, do you? 

No, don't take your cancelled checks. Just say that you've got 

your payroll and your receipts and you can estimate your postage 

and estimate your printing bill. 

You don't want me to take the check book with me, an old one or something? 
No, you don't need them, anything you don't have you will supply. 

Answer everything you can from memory and then supply what you don't have, 
Take just as little as you can. JI didn't take anything. 

They want all books and records. 

Oh, well, that's just what they want but they're not going to get that, no. 
Okay, I'll think of things from time to time and jot them down. 

Okay, don't let anybody "euchre”™ you into that. 


Okay. 


All right. 

















Smith: 


Doman: 


Smith: 


Partial Conversation Botween G. Le Ke Smith and 
Bernard Doman, 5:15 p.m., October 14, 1944 


As to the direction of the office and the wages paid, purchases, etc., 
you just tell them the board meets once a year and authorized me to 
run the committee. That's all. That's the only minutes you have and 
I am responsible for everything. 


If this fellow asks me about the records and about The Cross and Flag 
records I told them I would bring them dom. The Federation of 
Americanization, do I have the records of that? 


No, no, You've got the records. You've got Lb WER! r% aghagsry Apr 
You've got records and receipts of everythin Hon vod EN 
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I know but-—— 


10s) gz pi 
Yes, my gracious, you've got the best vccomaPAlE ve go tbe 


records on earth, you've got sa of everything taken in and 
everything paid out-— 


For seversl months--= 


Well, you can't take that all with you, All you do is take typical, 
you take two day books and take your payroll book and say, this is 
typical of the way we handle it but inasmuch as the record of our 
contributions is on a file index that runs more than 20,000 names 
that can't be moved; that we'd be glad to have e representative of 
the committee come down and look at it. 


The record and the day books=— 


Leave them here, for God's sake, don't take them with you or ever let 
anybody ‘euchre" you into taking them out of your office, 


I'l) leave them down at your place tomorrow. I'l] just tell them 
the books are being 


You don't need to tell them anything. Tell them that you brought two 
that were typical and if they ask you why you didn't bring the rest 
you tell them they are too cumbersome, too heavy, too much to bring. 


O.K. 


Yes, don't let those sheenies get ahold of all your names on your 


day books and everything. In fact, you really ought to take only one 
of each, in fact, I think thatts the best thing to doe Take the next 
to the last one of eache Say this is the way we handle it and it's 
typical, See what I mean. Don't take two, take just one, that's 
better yet. Now did you look over that memo? 
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Conversation Between G. L. K. Smith, Donald Lohbeck 
and Bernard Doman, 5:50 pem., October 14, 1944 


Dor Lohbeck will read you some memoranda; I want you to memorize then, 


Here they are. In our office we have a complete itemized record 

of all receipts, we have a complete record of all disbursements 

covered by cancelled checks and bills marked paid. A representative 
of the committee is welcome to examine these at any time. Inasmuch 

as notice to appear did not reach me till Saturday noon I did not have 
time to copy these items. To move these records would have required a 
truck. I feared to carry certain valuable documents because I travelled 
alonee It is a matter of common knowledge that subversive groups wuld 
be willing to commit murder to get hold of these documents, Under oath 
I am willing to testify that moneys received were spent on modest 
payrolls, printing, travel, postage, paper and on mailing and handling 
of the magazine, The Cross and the Flag. 


Listen, ask Mr. Smith this, If I am asked that question could I submit 
the answer in typewritten form. Would they accept it in that mammer? 


Just a minute. (Pause while Lohbeck refers matter to Smith) He 
Wants you to get these in your mind, 


O.K., then I'll do it on the train. Read the rest of it. 


He says this is the most important. The treasurer, FE. M. Smith, 
has been bedfast with a streptoccic throat for the past week, 
making it literally impossible to assomere even as much, SP Mer in . 


= 

a s 

I would like to have brought with me. A‘ [ INF ORE Gute ENE 
; ‘ ~ 


O.K., do you have anymore? LEREIN If WANE fal 


Just a minute. DATE _y¢]tz__ Bt st-Shr mA 


Hello, now if they ask you what you mean by important documents, you 
can tell them that such things as cancelled checks and receipted bills 
are the only evidence which we have with which to protect us azainst 
any investigation by the Internal Revenue Department and we were 
thoroughly investigated by the Internal Revenue Department for a year 
and these documents were very fundamental and for you to take them out 
of the office and take them out from under lock and key would be a 
hazardous experience, and you couldn't afford to take the risk. But 
keep assuring them that you are only too happy to have a representative 
of the Committee come and examine everything. Any reasmable person 
can see that when your treasurer has been in bed all week with a strep 
throat and you didn't get notice till Saturday noon, nobody can expect 
you to appear with a full set of audited accounts—bank examiners don't 
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Smith: 


Doman: 


Smiths: 
Doman: 


Smith: 


Smiths 


oo 


even expect things like that. Don't forget the purpose of this 
committee is to investigate subversive activities. There are 

only two things subversive; one taking money from the wrong source, 
and, two, spending money on the wrong thing, That's all they have 

a right to know. However, a fishing committee wants to find out as 
much as they can. Now, another thing, this is very important, Have 
you got a pencil there or something. You don't know anything about 
anything that goes back further than three years. The realm of your 
authority stops there, If they ask you anything about any moneys 
received, like for instance, they asked me about Harry Bennett and all 
that stuff, you don't Imow anything about that and you are well within 
your rights to say I don't know. Now here is another thing to keep 
fixed in your mind, to indeliblisze it, underline it, or put a red circle 
around it-—<on't hesitate to pass the buck. Be ptrfectly free to say 
that our organization is run by Gerald L. KX. Smith. We authorize 

him to run it and anything I dontt know here, he is willing to answer, 
Be sure to say that he runs it. Clear it with Gerald. Say we 
authorize Gerald L. K. Smith to direct, put the word direct, direct 
and determine our activities and he has assumed that responsibility 
and is willing to tske responsibility for everything. 


Now when am I, is there any question y' pe that J can legally 
refuse to answer? Will they ask me ni ny 5 thet Py Pall be within" a 
my rights in not answering? 


tog 


[ir Ro sat ose aren , See . 
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Well, today they asked me a lot of oeAle, questions about Connie — 

(Mrs. Doman), and me and her mother, Now as fer as her banking accounts 
are concemed I know nothing about that. But if they ask me about 

our accounts over here, where we have the accounts and all that? 


Noe 


Yes, you should answer that or they will hold you under great suspicion. 
I did that, 


Yes. There's only one question you can't answer, I don't know, I 
don't remember, ard I refuse to answer on the grounds that it would 
incriminate me. But you don't want to answer a question that way, 
because there is nothing that you can answer that would incriminate 
you. But here is what you can say, take this down—Gentlemen, I 
would rather not answer that question on the grounds that it would 


make no contribution to the committee, 


Now here's a comment I have to make, They'11 ask me if we have ; 
any money saved. We have a few hundred dollars and it's in war bonds. 
I'll tell them that. That's o.k., isn't it? 


Why sure, you took it out of your salary, didn't you? 

















Itll specify it's in war bonds so it'll help so far as the opposition 
is concerned. It'll help us, 


Sure, the only thing that you could tell that would be wrong would 
be if you took more than your salary. 


It]l just say it is Connie's and my salary. I have our Internal 
Revenue reports over here and I'll say that so far as my car is 
concerned I contributed most of that to the organization, part 
of my salarye 

Yes, and the thing to do is this. What do you mean by that? 


They won't think anythine's excessive. They may ask, I don't think, 
I was just going to say, I don't have to though. 


What? 


If they ask about my travelling expenses and all that, that's just 
taken out of company funds, isn't it? 


Which do you mean? 


If I travel, they may not, he asked me over there whether or not I 
travelled a good deal for you. 


Yes, 


They asked me about you too, about your expenses too. That's all 
taken out of company funds, I'll just tell them that. 


Well, what would you have, what would show that, what items would you 
have to account for on that? 


For what, for travelling? 
Yess 
Well, I haven't travelled in the last two years hardly, 


No. Well you have, there's no items there other than just routine 
expense, is there? 


No, no there is nothing in so far as—they'll probebly ask me if J 
own any property. The only property I have is my car. 


Well, you have the right to own six cars, you've been eaming @ good 
living wage for these years and it's none of their business, 











foe) 


Yes. 


The only thing on earth you need to demnstrate is that you have 
paid for these things out of your salary, 


We have a deposit box dowmmtown. I haven't touched it for a year or 80. 
Will they want to get into that, do you think? I told them about it. 
If they want to know what's in it I'll tell then. 

Yes, if you told them they'll probably want to see it, 


I’ve got in there a few bonds and some records you gave me some time ago 
for filing in pertinent files. I can get them anytime you want then. 


Yes, how much have you got in there? 

Oh, I don't know, I think the balance is about six or seven hundred dollars, 
That's fine, that will be your credit. That's frugality and in case 

your mother has given you anything, you want to distinguish that. 

Has she given you anything? 

No, her contribution is that she shares the living expenses. 

Why, sure, thet's just fine. In fact, that's made it possible for you 

to do that. Not only that, but that's to your credit. It shows 


you have saved about ten percent of your income. 


There's nothing else, I guess. Those memos you left down here I picked 
up and I'll have time on the train to go over them. 


Well those that I dictated today you had better go over before you leave. 
I have already, 


Now these that were just read to you we'll give those to you, 
those that were read to yous 


Yes, 


Now all sxpense that you've been put to in connection with your activities, 
you've kept receipted bills for all of those, have you? 


What do you mean, the office and travelling? 
Yes, 


Oh, yes, just a small percentage like petty cash. 
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Well, when vou draw a check for petty cash you put it down petty cash, 
don't you? 


Yes, I've been doing this. I've been drawing cash on my postage and 
office expense and I always have receipts for that and there's e 
percentage, maybe one or two percent, that I don't have receipts, 


Yes, I know, well that's very fine and there's not a thing there; 
however, you see the only thing they want to know, you see here, they 
want to find out if I'm making a million dollars and you're handling 

the dough for me. For instance, this fellow asked me the other day up 
there if it was true you had handed me two five-hundred dollar bills and 
nine one-hundred dollar bills, etc., at the convention. Well, nobody 
knows better than we do that you didn't hand me anything, not even two 
five dollar bills at the convention, but these kikes, you know, they 
steal so much money themselves that they can't imagine anybody collecting 
money and spending it all on the cause for which it was given. Now if they 
ask you what your wife does, for what she gets paid, you tell them that 
she's a proof reader for the magazine and the item is so small anyhow 
that there wouldn't be—what is it anyhow, fifteen dollars a week? 


Yes, 


Well, you tell them that she's a proof reader for the magazine. 
Here's something I'l] have to do, her name appears in same of those 
reports and checks. She helped me part time. 


You tell them that her work is done at home and at the office. 
Now all those reports are signed by two people, aren't they? 


Yes, there may be one or tw where they slipped up. I'm going through 
them right now, 


Now you héve no doubt in your mind, for instance, anybody coming in to 
investigate in cur office, that the total bank deposits, both in the 
America First account can be covered by receipted bills. 


All the cash expenditures, yes. Now whenever I pay a telephone bill— 


No, I mean either a cancelled check or a receipted bill, 


I've got every eancel]led check under lock and key here in a closet 
at my house, I've been bringing those home in the last couple years, 


Now, wherever you have a cancelled check made out for a definite purpose 
wherever you paid a bill like a printer's bill, why the cancelled check 
js obvious, Now wherever you've written a check for cash you can 
support that with receipted and paid bills in your office, is that it? 


That's correct, yeSe 
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Well, if we carry those things out of our safe and carry them to 
Washington we ought to be examined for softening of the brain. 

Just a minute--Don was asking me-—there's no check mede out to the 
Cross and Flag, is there, Just like we discussed this morning that 
that was a stub code, 


Yes, I marked every stub whet the purpose was if the check was to cash. 
I put the purpose on the stub so I could check it later on with a receipt 
and once a morth I would draw $125 or $150, whatever I would need. 


For what? 
I'd mark it deposit, second-class mailing, post office. 


Oh, I see, Well, there's no way on earth that any organization 
could prepare anything except token documents. See what J mean, 
in such short notice so the thing to do is to take only one day book. 
Now remember, they may not question you about the America First Farty. 


One of each, huh? 
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and don't let them keep then, Now here's the reason for not letting 
them keep them. You tell them that under the Corrupt Practices Act 
we're being required to make reports and we'll be unable to make those 
reports unless you bring them back, Now be sure and tell them that. 
Now remember, they're working for you, you're not working for them. 
You're the citizen, theytre the servants, and if there's something 
that looks like you hadn't ought to do it, don't do it. Be just as 
stubborn with them as you would be with a printer or anybody else, 


Remember that, fix that in your mind, make that a part of your naveholo 
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This man called me just a few minutes AZOe 
Oh, did he, what did he say? 


Well, he wanted to know if I got my reservations o.k. and I told hin 
he could probably reach me at the Statler in Washington. 


Did you find out where he is staying? 
No. 


Well if he calls again, don't say anything to him about these 
memos or anything like them. 


No I won't, I think he was leaving-= 


I'll have these memos copied and remember this that there is nothing 
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that can be brought out anyplace that will embarrass you. You don't 
need to be afraid of the truth, The thing to remember is that they 

are not your father confessor, you don't have to tell them everything 
under the sun. They'll try to find out as mch as they can. If you 
think they've asked you a question that has no bearing on unAmerican 
activities, why, tell them that you'd rather not answer them on the 
grounds that it doesn't bear on the responsibilities of the Committee. 
Well, then, if they force you to answer it, why, go ahead and answer it, 
but anything that happened more than three years ago was beyond the period 
of your responsibility and then most everything else that comes up you 
say, well, that was hendled by Mr. Smith, he runs the committee, 

Well then they may say, why does he run the committee, aren't you an 
officer? You say, well we authorized him to run the committee, just 
like a bank director would authorize the cashier to run the bank, and 

he is authorized to o.k, the hiring of help, etc. 


They put quite a bit of emphasis on ordering of printed matter, magazines, 
and that. And I'll tell them I ordered it at your direction. Office 
supplies and things like that. 


Yes, absolutely, tell them that 1 take the responsibility for everything, 
and if you get in a tight place say Mr. Smith handles that, and if they 
say, well, why, does he look after everything, and then you tell then, 
well, he's the chief gyrasticutum, tell them you noticed that Mr. 
Roosevelt clears everything with Sidney and you clear everything with 
Gerald. Smile once in a while, there's nothing too serious about it. 
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United States Department of Justice ° 
Detroit, Michigan 


November 20, 19h4 X 


Director, FBI 


Re; GERALD L. sSurrn, 
With aliases, 
‘= AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
. INTERNAL SECURITY = SEDITION 
: (Bureau File 62=4,3818) 


Dear Sir: 





In connection with the Subject organization, it is noted 
that on October 24, 1944, you directed a letter to the Detroit Field 


Division requesting any information that might be developed concern 
eee: ing the new group known as "Impeachmen 


to" a 

Sn mbamines- SeerstSSvivmraomnnen eosin 
There is enclosed herewith a photosta le 
this office from 


The letter, on the statione 
s League for Po 1 Education, is addressed ale 
of Chicago to and gives some en "ape 






obtal 















& concerning the information of a group referred to ag *Impeach~ 


ment Now," This would appear to be identical with the or ari on 
“Yeferred to in your letter, 















is the Su 
the Detro sion 
Bureau File As additional information {8s obta 
ing "Impeachment Now," it will be furnished to the Bureau. 
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“WOMEN’S LEAGUE FOR “POLITICAL: EDUCATION 


“NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS. ‘6209 SOUTH LAFLIN STREET 
- CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 





EXECUTIVE BOAI 


an ; GERTRUDE M. Dally 

: : + FLORENCE HoaAN G 

September 18th, 1944, - ‘ Hevene JOHNEON 

eae ise ese od Mary LAHEY are 
: Sony itty ee tat! a AS bed ~ Grace Keere 





_. Dear uo ere 





<The attached aug will serve as én enswer | 5) your letter.“ a 


»- Gonstitution Dey, the/fomen's Committee for Impeachment. Now WES. 
mda ‘the home of 


a We are , Sending out letters ‘asking eli groups to coopers: te in this ‘rive ° 
.+ for"Impeachment Now," ~The plen is to ‘get the demand coming from every 
'* sindividuel end organization interested in getting the truth ebout this 3 i os 
Be war before “election, - ‘Our telegram sent to every member of Coneress from Ae 
ES PeIllinois: end e’number of other Songressnen reeds 
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eee Sonn this soniversary: of ‘our Constitution (Sept. ane) 
ea same ooteot. any recess ‘of Congress, .-Let us Beve the fects‘on 
ee _\, 2Kimmel-Short, ‘Tyler Kent, “Philipps, et al BEFOKE FLECTION, 
ee a “#Seening apathy of the people is the lull before the storn.. eo Fine 
._-. “This edministration!s policy of secrecy “usurpetton eng er gree 
re ~ sseveion warrents TRPEACHMENT ‘NOW, pee eee oS Fey 











es Le Tt has been reported thet eee ere expects to ‘recess ‘until - 
-Mafter. ‘election: ‘Which would leave us little hope of getting eny ection. 2 
“on-these matters until it would be-too Late. <The ones who mede this wer a 
".gyere now making the "pesce".énd unless.xe cen expose them quickly they»: 

eee Vil sew. the. _Beeds of another war dust as they. ae at pereedt ies. 








eae Ness a 2The Constitution ‘provides the renecy for our present 27. 
cpeltuation set: 2, Sec, IV. provides that -:"The President, Vice’ Pres ident - 
t#and all civil-officers may be removed from office on IMPZACHMIN?T for “and : 


a a : , Meonviction of. Hreeson, Bribery or other high crimes and agrdencenors," 

















ae ace evhope the. cry ‘of. "Inpecehment Now" will echo end reecha aa 
Sar /agthrough the nation these last weeks of the 78th Congress, There ere ‘some oe : og 
aa BrR13 Republicens in Congress end many Democrets who would gladly be relieved. 
“zo -0f the present leadership . - WE considered the idee of getting buttons le 
“SIMPEACEM:NT. NOM.printed on them end possibly something else, ¥e elso ~ 
~consider d-getting- out hendbilis for-street distribution. The main effort ; 
* Bet of course will sbe to get “people ‘sending in demandes to the ‘Congressmen, ee ki 
2 I am hoping “to get to Detroit. shortly,*but I would like to go-to. Weshington” 
"Paleo if Congress | remeins on the job, There is much I woul? like to discuss). 7/°% 
heath you. *:Oh! I-almost forgot,” I did: ‘receive thet cash from you before loeine: 
weet or Weshingtin "in “June, but: ‘thought: you were referring to e leter communice tion. . 
must heave told «you of receiving it when writing -to you at. thet. AR nee pe 
“In haste end*hoping to see you soon, I reméin Sincerely, <2 


it R 4 NOTHING ut THE TRUTH.” 
‘Bebe way te END WAR is vo wll the TRUTH, THE WHOLE 71 UTH, and tl eeGen. Smedley Bs 
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Director, a = ams : " - , DATE: Hovenber 25; 1944 
SAC, Detroit “ae Oe Aa 


GERALD L, e SUITH, with aliases 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G ; 
SECURITY MATTER . 

_ SEDITION 


In view of Bureau letter of October 6, 194b, indi- 


cating the desire for additio | information concerning Subject 's | 

"Eastern representative,# » there is being enclosed 

herewith a biographical sketch of BAFRVAN. This sketch was bw 
pic 


b1 
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Los Angeles, California. 
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As we obtain any further inforastion concerning SMITH'S activities 
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ae doin Eiger Hoover, Director ~ Federal Bureau of Investigation 
| GERALD L. K, SMITH; THE AMERICA YIRGT PARTY; 
ee INTERWAL SECURITY; SEDITION 


Reference ie mide te my recent mencranéws in this ense ani te 
the communication of Septenber 26, 19th, captioned 
outlining certain information received a 

about an upset ef the results of the recent Presi- oy 
dealt 1! 















reported plan to 
dential Election. You vill recall that my tuo previou 
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to ecumence mandemns proceedings in view of the fact that in the 
Fecent Presidential Election scme twenty-one states allegedly failed te 
Place the mawes ef Presidential Electors om their ballots. 
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GERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases; THE AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
INTERN AL SECURITY — G ar. EBlonuts. i 
SECURITY KATTER - SEDITION a | Mr Peat ot 


‘The enclosed is the campaign card of WILLIAM CC, |S rer 
“RICHARDSON, a candidate for State Senate from the 12th crete 
District on the AMERICA FIRST PARTY ticket. 








: | 4 eh 
+ yet 


ce ER A L/ 


ETOP DEes 


m 
‘ 
iL, 


ee oe Bia 
ed 






william Cc. Richardson 
. Candidate for STATE SENATE (th Vistrict 
eee ee AMERICA FI RST PARTY TICKER 
ee as AMERICA FOR AMERICANS 
BEFORE ALL OTHERS 


: : ae AMERICAN VETERANS 
on LABOR, MANAGE- 


At lee eink ee ee eh “a 
amt Lk AMEE Fe SQUARE DEAL AND EQUAL RIGHTS F 
sis MENT, AGRICULTURE, PRIVATE ENTERPRISE oe 
MERICA FIRST PARTY TICKET Syn 


Vote the straight A 


im 





a 
. 











. 
1 
' 
: 
A 
. a 
t= 
€: 
. at _- © @- 
~e es 
, = 
*. oo Ee 
~ I 
- . << 
mi 
¥ +e Amer 
. = “ ~~ 
1 
ae 
# 
ee one 
4 Pa a . 
ve 
be Pee a 2 
. . = 
. ae f aa . 
% 
s i ¢ « 
: . 2 pe = 
i ee as . : > 
. , 2 . m 7 2 Pere 
‘ it Prt? tree. 
Oe : "4 ye , es Tey ee ‘ bs 
1 ° : Lary aod . 2a? PPS, ee 
a ” , ig A . 2M SP ee 
aes * Mey ps a ~ Co 
Ce a ee 
y x 4 








’, 
eo Tee 


Ct 1 





Pa 


4-750 (2-7-79) 
XXXXXX 


XXXXXX 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


= Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


nd Deleted under exemption(s) b 2 OD with no segregable 
material available for release to you. 





Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) = 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 





———— Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 
as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retur of the material to the FBI. 





—_____- Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 








(_} For your information: 











(2 The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


awd ~ UY SRIG - | bj a RON | 


XXXXXXXKXXXXXXXXXXX 

X DELETED PAGE(S) % 

x NO DUPLICATION FEE xX 
XXXXXX FOR THIS PAGE 
XXXXXX XXX KK ERK 


XXXXXXK 


FBt/ooJ 


= — ELECTION FA DID NOT Senne ISSUES 
RACIAL JUSTICE OR NEW DEAL RACIAL INJUSTICE 


RELIGIOUS FREEDOM OR NEW DEAL PLAYING POLITICS. 
WITH ANTI-RELIGION 
NATIONAL SOVEREIGRTY OR NEW DEAL INTERNATIONAL INTRIGUE 


A MEGOTIATED JUST PEACE OR NEW DEAL UNCONDITIONAL 
SURRENDER 


Forget your politics and join or support Capt Edward Miles’ Central 
Commities To Decide The Issues. (For more details mail 10 cents) 


Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate and ‘Congress and Fellow Americana: 


I wish te remind you and all mankind. that the Churchill Stalin. 
Roosevelt-Hilimans ignore the Jurisprudent FACT. that consent only can make 
law. And the human fact that consent only can make a just peace. And that 
og army and navy with the help of industry and farmer al home had won 
the war in Europe. for U. 8, A. before the invasion of Freace. And that our 
army, navy, industry and farmers had won the war in the easi before the 
irvasion of the Philippines. And they accomplished this under the great 
handicap of poor POLITICAL leadership and lack of statesmen at home. 


With this much as a preamble [ submit aix exhibits that give you the 
general tule of action that I will take in helping you to obtain for U. 8. A, a 
quick victory and a fust peace. Book No. 1. My Humane Attitude. . No. 2, 
My Foundation. No. 3, My Ideology. No. 4 My Foreign Policy, No. §, My 
” Fitionm. And the Evidence, 1235 to date. 


The “rat thing I can do ts to help you end the playing politics with 
race and religion that has been going on. especially by the New Deal jor 
the jast 12 years. We can start this by letting each have their proportional 
repretentation In Government. {Ses book No. j.}) Aside from this lef each 
state, nationally, and country. internationally, work out thelr own racial and 
religious problems. {I direct your attention to plant 28. book No. 5.} In other 
words, race apd religious leaders flocally) know what is best. It is not for 
you or me t© judge which is beat, or if # is to be called a religion or 
fraternal order, or which books or versions of them is correct. For that would 
be interference, and the only hopes of mankind is the cooperation with and 
between, religions. 


The second thing I cad help you to do (since I am for plank 20, ee 

No, 5) with background and past record thal can be trusted nationally and 

internationally. Stop the slaughter of American youth by brinaing about a 

just negoilable peace, that will be best Pus and all mankind’s inture 
Cac a 





My part an © belp you UE dperafion between nations 
on the furisprudence-—FACT—that ciuseni only (of all concérntd) sé: 
workable law. And the human—FACT-—that consent only {of all ct: 
make 4 workable peacy. . 


nA een a on > Se ee ees |) ee 
Ts sdhers ts theses FACTS we must augw € Det 


To adhere to these FACTS we must allow tte U. S. A., Chinz, Englan i 
end Bussla the asme proportional rights in the federaton. (See page 14, 
book No, }.) 


ate en — Ps - oe ee 
To adhere to these FACTS we must sllow Germany, Austria, Male o*4 


Japan the eame proportional rights in the fedaralion. (See page 14, book No. 1d 
Por these reasous we must allow countsies invaded, to~ethar with Patan , 

Greece. Finland, Norway, Denmark, France, Phiippinos, India and the Balkans 

the same proportional rights ip the federation. (See page 14, book No. 1.) 
We must do all in our power to help. encourage and foster free prete 


-and free speech. nationally and internationally. At the arme time dar is 


and spread Practical Brotherhood ss » common road of understanding. This 
was forecast lp seven line spark i distributed around tae world on tie peace 
‘woyage of Sturdy, fall of 1928 to apring of 1932, (Ses page 9. book No. 2.) 


Out own treatmeni In the latest election FARCE helps us ta understand 
people that have become our enemies, from a long line of broken promises. 
and are now fighting us like demons with the atrensih of fasalics to not take 


any more promises from those we can not, do not, and should not, beleve or 
trusi ourselves, 


Hoborable Gentlemen of the Senate, Congreas and Fellow Americana: 
Secet TRICKERY gave us no chance to nominate at either convention apd 
the press and radio publicity, or there would have been elected & ya big 
majority @ atateaman president. a political leader as good ay w2.uave leading 
our army. bavy, indusiry and farmers, The way oullined here is the way to 
decide the lasues. 


Ivalice la The Hope Of All Who Suffer And The Dresd Of All Who Wrong 


+ 


< {i} BE JOST AND FEAR NOT 
SUPPORT AND GET THESE VOICES TO THE ATTENTION OF ALL 
POSSIBLE 
(3) MAIL Il0c FOR MORE DETAILS 
() SUPPORT AND JOIN CAPT. MILES’ CENTRAL COMMITIEE TO 


. DECIDE THE ISSUES 
ss; Capt Miles, 716 W. Madison Street. Chicago 8, HL 


¥ . 
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Min TO : Director, FBI , : | pate: November $8,-19 
pre : a . | Me. Coffey. ..--------+ 
(~~? FROM : SAC, Detroit ‘ : Mx. ae 
. as Mr. sdadeasaners 
SUBJECT: _GERALD L. x Surry Mr. Nichols .......-- 
- “WAMERICA FIRST PARTY;  DECLASSIXI QL ED/tL | wr. woven wala 
INTERNAL SECURITY = G OF, Mr. uae - 
(Saree : | 2 os 
(Bureau file 62~43818) CONFIEENTTAL |" fee 
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sip. tiendom....- 
- | | P . : . i + ep eetou...- 
| V4 : pera eee 
ELIZABETH/DILLING of Chicago, now on trial for sedition Pe 

Washington, D. C., apoke st the Book Cedillac Hotel, Detroit, Michigan, ~ 
on November 15, 1944, at a meeting sponsor 
of the attendance ran from 350 to 1,000. 
whose identity is known to the Bureau, atten eeting and stated the 


‘7 : attendance in his opinion was about _f00. There was no picketing or other 








b2« 


disturbance prior to or during the meeting, although certain Commnist 
organizations had threatened to throw a picket line around the hotel. 


DILLING was introduced by the Subject who stated that she 

ee was the best informed woman in the United States on subversive activities. 
ae _ DILLING's remarks consisted principally of a denunciation of the sedition 
ee trial and a number of songe snd _poems ridiculing the judge and other persons 





ee 


See connected with the trial. DILLING attacked the Jews and the Communists 
‘aa Mee vigorously and, according to informant, is very witty and clever in her 
presentation of these songs and skits. Informant did not believe any of 
her remarks were seditious and she did not direct any criticism at the 
my administration or the conduct of the war, There was only one soldier 
C ] _ uniform, a First Class Private, in the audience, 


passed by those _present_calling for a senatorial investigation of the 
sedition trial. Subject stated he would present this resolution to the 


At the conclusion of her talk, a resolution was unanimously 
Judiciary Committee of the United States senate at a9 early date. 





: — ad , 
The Detroit News and ‘the ree Press carriled a epee 
of the meeting, the Free Press printing also a picture of DILLING. : 

- Detroit News referred to the meeting in its headline as "Smith Stars "DOP p : 
Dilling in Song and Prance Act." Thie paper quoted DILLING as having said "3S 
that there has not been a single piece of Sxkiseve introduced as yet at 
her trial to support a charge of seditignh i WA pig Sf 3 XL fm 

, : p wr % . a 42 
| Relative to the total Ale ae Subject and” Kis 
various candidates on the AMFRICA FIRST PARTY ticket in Michigan: in" 
recent election, please be advised that a canvass of votes is 


being made by the various election commissions in this sta f ia 
be completed for about thirty days. Until such time » the(toteh v 


for minority parties will not be det the tated. 
for Subject's party has been determifid i, U d Wage ig! 
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tr. 0. John Rogre 


r- naar Federal Burvau of ieraat tigation . 
bre a 


P . The Burem: has been advised that Ers. Dilling was 8 guest speaker 
at a meting of Gerald Le KE, Smith's An-rica First Party :eld m Noverber 1S, 
19lJ;, at the Book Cadillac Hotel in Detroit, Vichigane | 


Reportedly, there were avproxinately 700 persons tn attendance at 
tris reeting and, after being introduced by Gerald Le Ke Sait, Mre Di lling 
directed her renarks prinarily to a cenunciation and ridiculing of the above- 
captioned trial. Reportedly, she sang several songs and recited poetry be~ 


Uttling the judge and other persons officially connected with the case. 


a 

a Our source of information further reported that at the conclus‘on of 

; Mrs. Dilling's address a resolution was unanimously adopted by those in 
attencance at the reeting call'ng for a "Sonatortal investi’ation of the . 

ee eee sedition trial." Trior to leaving tie meeting place, Irs. Dilling incicated 

ies. sane would present this resolution to the Senate Judiciary Committee at an 

, early date. 
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Seat! According to our source of information, the Detrolt ! News, & Loca? ae 
newsparer, referred to the meeting with tho headline, "Smith Stars Dilling:. _ 
in Song and Prance Act.” The artiale quoted Lr. Dilling as having stated : oA ad 
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err that tiere had not been "a aingle piece of evidence" introduced es yet 1); = pas 
seers “a the sedition trial "to surport a charge of sodition." Vita on 
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TO  : Director, FEI _ = | "DATE: December 9, 1044, 


eS Gteit- FROM : SAC, Detroit 


O eae _ 
toner cae came ch meee ALL INFOMATION CONTAINED 
SPSL SEEN ~ Go T EREGE ° UNCLASSIFIED 
SEDITION | DATE _nllfec BY¢-tbasbe 


in accordance with your recent request, the following information was 
obtained today by discreet inquiry. It was impossible to get this 
information prior to today, since the official canvass of votes cast 
_, by 211 parties in “Wayne County was not published until yesterday. The 
‘statement of the official canvasser of Wayne County, which covers the 
City of Detroit, indicates that 875,093 votes were cast for President 
in Tayne County and that S!TTH received 691 votes, This was the lowest 
| tots] received by any candidate, except the one representing the Prohi- 
2 | )etion Party, who polled 650 votes-in Yayne County. The narties having 
candidates on the ballot in addition to the Democratic and Republican 
parties were Frohibition, Socialist, Socialist Labor and America First 
Party. : 





The following tabulation shows in the lefthand column the number of 


votes cast in the Wayne County section for the State Officials indicated 
and in the righthand column the America First Party candidates and the 


number of votes received by him. , 4 
. Governor 875,119 Marion Mr oe 
fi Lieutenant Governor 852,658  Vose 685 : 
“Secretary of State 849,598 Doman “679 ~/ 

attorney General 842,665 Jeber TT 

State Treasurer _ ~ 841,512 Charles J. Smith 825 

Auditor General 81,0, 810 Blanchard ts. Ty ws 

BOL DRGK 


Sudse The America First Party pandidutes for each of the above offices received 
the smallest number of votes obtained by any candidate for the respective 
offices. 27 “ORDER J > ss if? &/$ - 643 


RNA at CC 


The party's candidates votes received for thé S State: Senate are listed 
below, In the lefthand column 1s the senatorial ‘district and the total 
votes cast for all candidates and in the: righthand lumn appears the 





America First fered candidate and the numbe voves cast. 
Second District — | 89, 450 Leon son 88 
Fourth District 78,882 ~ Ma ~~ 68 
“Fifth District 102, 820 Kathleen F. Jennings 7h 
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nemo, Director Re: GERALD L. KX. SLITH, with aliases 
December 9, 1944 OUR ALR Cn Fane? PASTY 

goceRNaLl SECURITY = & 

SECURITY sat TER 

SEDITION 
Righteenth District 194,815 gohn ©. Staraha 120 
Twenty-first District 153,926 Ona A. Condit 93. 





> With the exception of Leona Johnson, who holds the second lcwest number 
. of votes in her district, each of the above candidates received the 
Fo smallest number of votes received by any candidate for that rarticular 


affira. 
Net kd ee ee | 


The America First Party slate of eandidates for rernresentative in the 
First District received from a minirum of 498 to a maximum of 554 votes 
each. There were twelve centidotes on the party slate. Tre virtorious 
Democretic cendidates rereived 4 total of 409,000 votes each and the 
Rerublicean candidates ahout 250,950 votes each. The votes received by 
the ~nmerica First larty ecndidstes were the lovest of all candidates 
for the office. 


| 
: - 
howd bs i 


ba 
ah eee 


Siete arin) 


It was escertained that the official canvass and tabulation for the en- 
tire State of itichigan will be completed and oublished prebablv within 
the next four or five days. As soon =s these firures are available, 
they will be furnished to you. 
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TO -: Director, FBI DATE: December 12, 19 

z 3 had = 
be . “we, @&TFROM : SAC, Detroit 7 
r ie att ? , . 
[. ; SUBJECT: @ GERALD L. x? sura, 
FON _~ AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
fs INTERNAL SECURITY 
f3 cs . SEDITION - . = 

suger th The following additional information concerning the 


_ votes obtained in Michigan by the Subject and hia party in the 
recent presidential election was contained in the[Detroit Free 
Press this morning. The instant item stated that’ out of a total” — 

of 2,153,244 votes cast for the office of Secretary of State, 

The American First Party polled 1,549. Under the Michigan law, 
po a political party must obtain one per cent of the total vote 

gee cast in order to remain on the ballot and when SMITH'S party 

did nat do this, it will automatically be dropped from the ballot 
in kichigan in the next election. The other minority parties, 





ony . namely, the Prohibition, Socialist, and Socialist Labor parties, 

pega . also polled less than the required one per cent » but only the 

eee a socialist Labor party polled fewer votes than the American First 
ee Party. 


For the office of President of the United States, 
2,205,223 votes were cast in Michigan with ROOSEVELT getting 


i ey 1,106,899 and DECEY 1,084,423. SMITH obtained 1,530 votes, which 
(. ; was the second lowest total received by any candidate for the 
ah eri Ace a Enna: , 


If more detailed information concerning the number of 
votes polled by other America First Party candidates is desired, 
it will be necessary to make inquiry at the office of Secretary 
of State. In the avent you wish this done, Paner advise to this 
effect. 


mins I ALL INFORM TON CONTAINED 


Sag | ,, HEREIN IS Lig LASSIFIED 
_ or OME el Yaitiche 


yr REC a | ae on a 


spuXED Io2 - = YI8/6 |! GAS : 





es anal 
er rl le gle EE 





ne | ] are oe cies 
a 2 is - 3G vec 15 944 
ee 
Yr OE 3: ; ao 
fe 
ee co 


aati a 


a ie Sa | 
i 
; i : : ee anes 
T z i te 2 hi 
: “ ¢@ e' \ C @) 
vee as ae cere eet 


- JFHar WJ TRAST 5G GES Og a 


cise > 2 F 


SAC, Detroit December 23, 19h 
Jom Edgar Hoover = PIPOC OE) Federal Bureau of Investigation 


GMRALD Le K, SITTHs AMTRICA FIRST PARTY; | 
INTERNAL SECURITY; SEDITION, - thy es 


by 





st Reforence ie made to your letter of Decer-ber 2, 1hh, wherein, camplyin 


with a previous Bureau request, you set forth certain data, appearing in. the local 


public press, as to the mmber of votcs polled by the America First Party. You 


pointed out that should more detailed information be required, it would be necessa 


to contact the office of the Secretary of State for the State of Kichigan. 


This ia to advise you that the Bureau's request relative to this 


particulnr phase of the matter has now been satisfied, and, accordingly, it is not 


Cesired that any investigation or any other inquiries, official or otherwise, 


be made as to the showing of subject and hie followers curing the recent election. 
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INFORMATION CONCERNING DATE Olé ler 


SUBJECT: 













On December 8, 1944, Extension 235, Enforce- tie Roos, 
ment Division, OPA, called the Directorte Office and was referred to the = 
interview room concerning the referral of a letter to OPA on October 17, 19 
which was written by the subject, 






According to under date of October 11, 1944 
a letter to the Director containing many accusations against Gerald Le ate 
and some of his followers in Louis 8 also pints is this letter that 
these followers of Smith, nane yaaa and drive cars- 
without gas rations and "hot rubber tires and other ngse" A copy of the 
letter was referred to OPA, particularly with reference to the iia viola- 
tions of rationing regulations, 














said that had just received a letter from his New " 
Orleans office advising that denied ever writing such a letter to the fo 
F3I and claimed that it was a plot to discredit him in the community, 

also stated that he had received a Istter from denying ever having sen 
the original canmunication, It seems that when ureau referred the original 
letter to OPA that agency also sent_an acknowledgement to the correspondent and 
the denial to OPA was in reply, d that in order to clear this matter 
up he would like to have the ori r so he could then determine f 
signature on the original letter and the letter he just received from 

whether Gag did, in fact, write the letter to the Bureau dated October 















19446 


The Bureau files were checked and it was ascertained that 62-43818-569 
was the original letter referred to above and 62=43218.58) was the referral to 
OPA, both of which were handled by Supervisor J. Pe Hanratty. No value is placed 
on this original letter according to Supervisor yanratty who was contacted and 
it may be returned as the case of Gerald L. Ke Smith is concerned. The 
writer cao RR 2 he was told that the original letter was in our 
files but disposition wo have to be determined b icular division of 
the Bureau and he would be advised in a few dayse suggested as amA 


native that he send the letter he has received ® Correspondent. to tagp 
Se “se iginal communi. ss 









Bureau for handwriting comparison with the si 
cation of October 11, 1944. 7 lis ig, Gob. ae 34 ; vi We 


As far as the Security Division is con ~ icecas is no no’ abject 
to returning this original letter since it is of no value to therpefiding 
case of Gerald Le Ke Smiths. 
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ACTION: 


It is suggested that this memorandum be rou 


ted to the Investigative 
Division which handles OPA matters for a decision con 






cermin transmittal of 
the original communication fron OPA or 
make such other arrangements whi 
bIce 
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. '——Mr. Rosen —__Ident. Division 
—_Mr. Pennington Crime Statistics 
—___Mr. Callan Crime Records 
— Records Section 








—____Mr. Bachman —_—_Mr. Peterson 
; ____ Mr. Bellino —_— Mr. Pri 

——Mr. J. F. Carroll -WMr. RSD. Scott 
y —___Mr. Gunsel 
—__Mr. Hair 
DeGeneres a a -.+ _ Mr. Hayden 
Vee ie oe ee + or. M. H. Horton 
ae , . —___Mr. §. H. Horton 
—_—Mr. Kennedy 
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Oy Attention: i'r. He Be Diamond vr 









Further rofererioe ig made to this Burcau's wmrrorancim of October 17, 19); 
f ton cories of a letter received by this Burcau fra: 








under 

8 comramication ned certain 
hy refero ces pertaining to gasoline rations, “hot rubber tires," rand “other things" 

3 in the state of Louisiana. b7 
~ nal Pursuant to a telephonic request mado by eet of the Enforcement 

Division of the Office of Price Adrinistration on December 8, » the original of 
Anaeescee WED 2et tor bo us is attached hereto for your information. 
a aoe oS 
a Enclosure. . 
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The following information has bem received f 
whose identity is knom to the Bureau, concern @ ac y 
j : of Subject SMITH during the period fron November 18 to December 5, sip aie ona 
; : clusive, : : ra 7 BS 


wt eae 


Although he devoted considerable effort to his campaign as a 
candidate for President of the United States on the America First Party ticket, 
Ps SMITH does not appear particularly concerned about his failure to win the 
election. While no official count of the vote obtained by the America Pirst 
; or any other minority party has, as yet, been made in Michigan, an article 
in the Detroit "Free Press* stated that the unofficial count for Wayne County, 
(the county in which Detroit is located) indicated thet the America First Party 
polled 619 votes, 





FONTAINE and five other candi 
os told SMITH, rea to informant, that they were willing to put up §100 each 
ee to fight agsinst having the party barred from the ballot in the future. Ac 

. cording to Michigan law, a political party aust obtain a certain percentage 

of total votes cast in order to remain on the ballot in succeeding elections, 

SMITH states that while his votes were t away and not counted, it would a 
- be foolish to fight concerning this matter since *they could put up a million | 

for every dollar we could raise", Dy. LELAND ON, who was the Party's . 

candidate for governor of Michigan, is going demand a recount. since he is’ 

reported to have received only 449 votes and SMITH only 185 votes in Oakland | 

County. SMITH has tried to dissuade MARION from doing this but MARION apparently 

is willing to go ahead with his plan and is willing to spend as much as $500 to 

put this plan into effect. MARION thinks that the demand for a recount will 
ereate a sensation, 









receiving communications requiring him to file statements under the Corrupt ye 


, Ks 
: In connection with hie political activities, SMITH is still ~ 2, 
) 3 Practices Act. EX - 33, RECORD! 


_ : WT Re tae 
\ Honorable CLINTON P, ANDERSON, Chaizaiah couse ¢ eo 
ro on “campaign expenditures states that SMITH has not he hi pe his off 
ER with the necessary records of camaign expenses as regiired by. law: og a 
- Committee has been given a OoPy of the report sent by SMITH to a similar Com- . 
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Memorandum to the Director  ‘Rer GERALD L. K. SMITH; 


December 8 1944 AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
| INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
SECURITY MATTER - SEDITION | 


cittee of the United States Senate which shows expenditures by SMITH of 
$39, 370.65 in connection with his campaign. ANDERSON is not satisfied with 
this report since the expenditures are not itemized as required by law. 


; 
Mrs. GRACEIBILLINGS of Chicago, who is secretary of fWe, the_ 
Mothers Mobilize for America, Inc." was in contact with SMITH and dutlined 
to him a plan which is being fostered by her organization and which has, as 
its purpose, the testing of the legality of the recent Presidential election. 
BILLINGS claims that her organization, which is backed by many people who 
did not like the way the election went, intended to start mandamus proceedings 
in at least one state, and possibly in as as twenty-one states and that 
they desire to have SMITH help them. UPTON} CLOSE, the radio commentator, 
has promised to devote radio time to this spit if it 1s filed. The basis 
for the suit will be that these twanty-one Btates failed to List on their 
ballots the names of their Presidential electors in the recent election. 
According to BILLINGS, this is contrary to the United States Constitution 
and invalidates the election. (Thie plan has been previously reported in 
re vestigation being conducted by the Detroit Field Division on 
spe Bureau file nunber Ci Joee 
} 


who is supposed to be handling this mandamus suit 
zation, was in Detroit on November 25, and contacted 





In accordance with the\resolution passed at SMITH's recent 
weatine. in Detroit at which ELIZABETH PILLING was the featured speaker, SMITH 
has advised DILLING that he intended follow out this resolution and to 
present to the Senate Judiciary Committee a petition calling for a Senate 
investigation of the Washington Sedition Trial. DILLING stated t she 
had some recent information concerning JOE PIcWILLIANMS and GEORG DETHRIDGE 
(Sedition Trial Defendants) and that these jindividuals had lost their jobs 
at the Central National Bank (city not inddeated) because the Jews had 
started a run on the bank in protest to the bank having hired these individ— 
ualse SMITH told DILLING that the America First Party was going fine; that 
the membership had not dropped off and that all his members seamed to have 
remained loyal to him. 


SMITH ie interested in obtaining all available copies of 
DILLING's book, "The Octapus” and she is to send him the 1500 or 2000 copies 


wiich she still has. She will ship him 400 copies per week starting on 


the tenth of December for which she will be paid $140.00. DILLING sald the 
book has more consolidated information on "kikes* than she has ever run ; 
across and that it would be fine if they could spread about 1,000,000 of these 
books over the country before they were stopped, but DILLING says that the 

Jew press in Chicago was making a big souawk. 
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Memorandum to the Director Ret GERALD L. K. SMITH; 

December 8, 1944 AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
SECURITY MATTER = SEDITION 


DILLING says she and robably mals her secretary) 
are laying the ground-work for future Western meetings. 


SMITH told DILLING he was a little disturbed because Senator 
GERALD » did not seem particularly interested in joining SMITH's organization 
and working along nationalist lines. 





DILLING indicated that she was going to Washington for the 
court session on Thursday (time not indicated) and she will fight for the 
sedition trial defendants and take legal steps to have the indictments against 
them quashed. She told SHI'IH she thought the case would end in a mis-trial 
but that anything could happen. 









SMITH has also been in contact with 
of the Ford Motor \Com » Who has been a close assoc 
know to the Detroit Field Division as 
» and that he had abou 
or the Republican Party. He sends 


MAST out postal cards to his friends asking them to send in the names of ei 
other people who might be interested in his work. (ae saya 
any meetings. 



















works on his ow with no other help and does not a 
did not know what he was doing at present. 





SMITH inquired conceming JULIET HAMMOND and was told by 
ae: had formerly run for Congress on the Republican ticket and had a 
good following; that she had nationzlistic tendencies, and belongs to the 
rightist cause and is definitely anti-Communist. 








told SMITH that he saw (former investi- 
es Comittee) in Detroit on Novembbr 15 and November 18, and 
tha was working with a man from New York who was also formerly 

with es Committee; that they were out here to endeavor to learn whether 
SMITH was interested in the Political Action Committee. They discussed 

HERMAN FCRANDALL who calls himself "The American Savior", and that the articles 
suppos¢dly written by CRANDALL were actually signed by DOROTHY]WARING. SMITH 
stated that the Gallup Poll had conducted a survey recently tolmeasure the 
growth or decline of anti-Semitism and the results showed that anti+Semitiam 
had increased seventy-four per cent. SMITH sincerely believes ia BRORDER and 
'HILLMAN won the election for ROOSEVELT. 
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Memorandum to the Director Ret GERALD L. K. SMITH; 
Decenber & 1921, AMERICA. FIRST PARTY 


INTERNAL SECURITY -G 
SECURITY MATTER — SEDITION 


SMITH's furthed interest in anti-Semitism was indicated in a 
discussion he had with GEORGE jFOSTER of Chicago known as "Constitutional 
Americans". | 
FOSTER told SMITH he was having some trouble in Chicago with 
the Jews and that they had been instrumental in forcing him out of the Atlantic 
Hotel where he had been holding his meetings, and that in the past two months 
he had been forced out of seven meeting places as a result of Jewish activity 
against him. The principal persons active agains are a group from 
the Anti-defanation League headed by a certain from Rew York City, 


who had been mixed up "in the Senator Walshybusiness",. SMITH remembered 
FOSTER stated he had RE coin and accused him o 











interle with his, FOSTER's constitutio r 8. He told that 
if the latter wanted FOSTER to match him with hoodlums, FOSTER would over- 
match him. He told SMITH that the Jewish War Veterans, the Jewish Sentinal, 
and the Anti-defamation League seemed to be the principal forces behind the 
trouble. SMITH inquired as to whether or not his name had been mentioned 
and FOSTER said that commented upon a speech SMITH made in Chicago 
saying, "You know what is wrong with him", referring to SMITH. 






SMITH has begun sermding letters to his followers in Chicago 
telling them that they have been shut out of that city; that a reign of 
terror has been instigated by the Jews, and that a censorship has been set 
up to prevent them from getting their case to the newspapers. SMITH said 
he was doing this in order to arouse his followers. 






SMITH inquired about whom he has suspected of 
be "an operative". FOSTER though was all right. SMITH said 
tha had been indulging in some indiscretions and that he had heard 
from eople in Detroit that | flush with money. FOSTER knew 
nothing about this angle. 


According to informant, SMITH has made some efforts to contact 
BILL] McKERGAN, a prominent political figure in the state of Michigan. Appar- 
ently he has not been successful in reaching McKEZGAN. 








He spoke to former executive of the 
Ford Motor Company, concerning the articles called "The International Jews" 
which had been published in the "Dearborn Independent" some years ago and 
subsequently issued in book form. (Qy did not know whether the book 
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Memorandum to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH} 
December 8 1944 AMERICA FIRST PARTY 


INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
SECURITY MATTER - SEDITION 


had been copyrighted. He stated that the] Ku Klux Klan had attempted to use 
these booklets in Georgia same time ago bht had been stopped by the local 

authorities. SMITH indicated thatjif he ased these articles, he would state 
that they had been taken| from the FQearborn Independent” and t this news- 


paper is owmed by HENRY e In §Qnswer to SMITH's inquiry, said 
he did not think FORD's fife had been threatened at the time the articles 
were originally published. bre 


Dr. KOCH were recently involved in an extended action in the 
Federal Court involving alleged violation of the Pure Food and Drug Act. 


SMITH Has been friendly with for some years.) SMITH arranged to get b 7a 
some sort of pictures for and was advised that aap: still 
in Washington and that he is ge g the run around on his case, 


SMITH has also been in contact <a 
and an officer of the Koch Laboratorles} Incorporated. (This 
corporation 










the book "ThelOctupus" and the articles "The International Jews", he has 
ordered one thousand additional copies from Benator REYNOLDS of his radio 
specch "Restruction of Immigration - Acquisition of Certain Bases", 


| SMITH continues to circulate Literature and in addition to 


GEORGE [VOSE, SMITH's candidate for Lieutenant Governor of 
Michigan on the Ameriga First Party ticket made a speech in Covington, Kentucky 
during the latter part of November on "Labor and Tofmsend", He also made a 
speech before one hundred ten in Owosso, Michigan, collected 822,00 and got 
twenty-eight subscriptions to SMITH's magazine, "The Cross and the Flag". 


DON (LOHBECK, who took over the job of BERNARD {DOMAN as 
Secretary to SMITH Prhen DOMAN resigned on November 3, 1944, has been ordered 
to report to the Big Flats, New York camp for Conscientious Objectors on 
December 5, 1944. LOHBECK has sought legal advice as to whether he could 
avoid being sent to this camp, but according to informant, he apparently is 
now resigned to being sent there and will report for duty on December 5. 
His place in SMITH's organization will probably be taken by his wife, Mrs, 
VIRGINIA |LOHBECK, — 


SMITH's son, GERALD Jr. who has been serving in India with 
the United States Army, and whom SMITH has frequently portrayed in his speeches 
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Memorandum to te Director 
December 8, 1944 


Re: 


i) 


GERALD L. K. SMITH 
AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
SECURITY MATTER ~ SEDITION 


as being persecuted by the Amy because of the fact that he is SMITH's son, 
has written a letter to SMITH stating that he will probably be home on a 
furlough shortly after the first of the year. 
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| f 6 HERENIS CRSLASS) 
SUBJECT: GERALD L, K. SMITH; THE AMERICA FI 
INTERNAL SE TY3 TION. 
NTE CURITY; SEDI | TATE oF) tf oe 
The following information, secured from a technical_.surveillance %f: tants 
in the Smith casé, shows that Smith's secretary, Bernard 7 an, appeared a 
as a witness before the Dies Committee on October 18 ast. You will Tele. Room 
note there is sone indication that his being subpoenaed might have been ~ all 
caused by an idea that thesPolitical Action Cormittee was behind Gerald iN 


re RAs rene see: 


(gSmith in seeking to win votes away from Govérnor Dewey. However, actually 
it_does not anpear that ‘this was, the case. — 


ce 


_ 


: Doman was exartined by Congressman | Costello and two investigators for the 
Dies Committee known = as Birmingham and Stripling. No newspaper reporters were 
present and apparently the press was not aware of the fact that Doman had been 
subpoenaed. The Committee questioned Doman primarily gbeut Smith's funds and 

was advised that Smith's income was approximately $6 a year. They esked 

him whether Smith was anti-Semitic and were advised tha} in Deman's opinion 

Smith is not anti-Semitic. Thev _specifically asked Do whether Smith had 

any connection with the Political Action Committee and in reply Doman advised 
them that he knew of no such connections. Additionally, they inquired as to 
whether Smith was in touch with any “important Republican or Democratic politidans" 
and in answering Doman tol¢c them that Smith dic know a few Congressmen. On the 
whole, the technical surveillance quoted Doman as having said that the Committee 
acted as if "they had run on to nothing" and were merely questioning as a 
"routine job for’ the record," ~ 











Turthermore, this technical surveillance revealed that Mrs. Dilling, 





ine i . one of the nersons in the trial in the sedition case at Washington, contacted 

ye " Smith and stated tlio who is with the Dies Cormittee and. = == 

7 according to past information nas been friendly with Mrs, Dilling, told hér | 

re that the whole thing had been caused by Btnai Btrith. Allegedly the demnittes bo 
| felt that it had to pley alonz with Btnat B'rith in order to get its appropriatior, 


and a Birai Btrith representative had told the Committee that jt was believed | 
that Doman would testify that had given Smith large sums of money 
for the rurpose of splitting the ey vote. It appears that this was the 
explanation for the appearance of Doman before the Committée. 





— 
In the way of observation it may be stated ‘that according ta. thie 
information we have received in the Smith case it does not appear that the Poljtical 
Action Committee has had any connections with Smith. However, the surmise oy pee 7a) 

Smith might have split Dewey's vote would appear to be fairly well founded, 

' it was rather generally conceded that any votes Smith might have received earl 
j have trobably gone to Governor Dewey not in. the way of a Wate support ,but in 
D 
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Sener the way of an attack on I’r. Roosevelt, a oy e f 36. y os ff 
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In view of the political ramifications involved, the fact that 


information does not have any direct pertinence to the aveste zation 
12 natant aaean A tha fuwthan fFaoant that tpn anawmas at 


+ = mo 
Lnstant Wau, and wne FUPtCIEer Tau tinadv tne Source of this informa LVii 


= 
s ext renely conficential, it 1s not contenmlated that this data will be 
iven_in amy great detail to the Criminal Division. However, 2 memorandum 

ee 
s atbaciee T ror the Criminal Division merely acvising them that Doman 
id reportedly appear before the Dies Cormittee and, briefly, what. he 
tes 


tified on that occasion, 
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a, ; ; 1S OF FACTS: o: : aw a wie eh auiieee os E : Mog ee eee i - = 
Dp Efe > SMI conducted oxteneiive speaking tour thr sagh — pp : 
els -_ un... Michigan and various other States during pest oe 
Ry pager -@everal months as candidate for President of yeti shige - 
? oe _ United States on AMERICA FIRST PARTY tleket ~~ 
| Ate In course of this tour he appeared voluntafily. es. is , 
LURE Oo and testified on October 3, 1%4, before com =. 
sen ea mittee of House of Representatives invéstigating 
: campai expenditures, Total vote cast for . a 
et 2. Party candidates in Michigan not yet officially i 
SX UA (\ tabulated but will apparently be negligible, we 
ee “+ "Bo report of a ae votes for Party cutside of - 7 a G3 
a , \ MAdchigan, SMITH has been in contact recently = e = 
me | with numerous nationalist leadere, Midi : a a e 
uP . Senators GERALD NYE and ROBERT REYNOLDS, and : vw = 
eer errr ‘S /.”., Congressman CLARE HOFFUANe Sponsored talk by SRS 
ee eae Any". § BLIZABET DILLING at Detroit on November 15, = 
oe “\ 19ybe WILLIAM ROBERT IYWAN appeared at SKITH'S 2 
ato meeting in Detroit on November 3, 1%)4, and 
es yt ‘ ns v" distributed anti-Semitic, anti-Administration © > 
ie aes wart, literature. BERNARD DGUAN, SHITH'S secretary, = 
i, gas ae testified before Dies Committees on October 18 E 
mare al ¥ and left SLITH'3 employ on November 
et Me 
(ony, : Px, 
“wie SEEThy TH'S candidate for Lieutenant-—Governor of 
oh Michigan on AMERICA FIRST PARTY ticket, is 
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organizer of veterans’ groups, has been under 

attack in newspapers for conviction by Court 

Mertisl prior to discharge from United States 

army. SMITH will request Senate Judiciary | 

Committee to investigate conduct of: Washingtm f 

sedition triel. SMITH looks upon election 

result as opportmity to organise vigorous 

nationalist party. Plans for future activities 

include organization of World War II veterans, 

formation of AMERICA FIRST PARTY cosmittees in 

every county in the United States, qualification 

of Party for ballot in every State, and opposi- 

tion to United States' participation in any os 

world governing body after present war. oe 
-—P- 


REFERENCE: . ) Report of Special Agent _ pe 
dated Sept emer 27, 1%, 
r treit, Michigane 


DETAIIS: t Detroit. Mic $.% 





: , Following the convertion of his AMERICA PIRST PARTY held in 
Detroit in August, 19,4, SMITH embarked upon an extensive speaking tour 
which carried him to Minneapolis ‘on September 17, 18 and 19, to Milwaukee 
on September 20, Chicago on September 21, St. Louis on Septesber 22, St. 
Mary's, Ohio, on September 24, Cleveland, Ohio, on September 27, Buffalo, 
New York, on September 28, Philadelphia on October 1, Baltimore on October 
3, and Pittsburgh on October 6, 1944. The results of these meetings haw ~~~ 
been set out in reports from the warious Field Offices covering these cities 
and will not be re-stated here, Upon his return to Detroit in October, 
# SMITH opened his campaign in the State of Michigan with a meting at the 
Book-Cadillac Hotel, Detroit, on October 12, 1%4- He then went on a speaking, . 
tour in the State of Michigan, appearing in Pontiac on October 26, Saginaw 
ae -* on October. 27, Bad Axe on October 28, and at Ealamazoo on November 1, The 
et € results of this latter mecting have been furnished to the Burem ina repert __ 





from the Grand Rapids Field Division and will not be set out here. SKITH'S ~~ 
final meeting prior to the election was held in Detroit at the Book-Cadiliae . 
Hotel on November 3, 1%4. ae 6. 
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‘According to se identity b 
ie known to the Bureau, SMITH'S new assis K, presided at the 
meeting held in Detroit on October 2, 1%he ” about LOO people atteriied this 
meeting. Seated on the spsakers' platform with SMITA were a Mr OTHERS, a 
candidate for State Parr ecentative: on the Party's State ticket, MARY ANN 


SILLFR, candidate for State Semte, KATHLEEN/JENNINGS, chairwoman of the 
_whasricanigation Committee of the rican Legion Auxiliary and a candidate 


for State Senate, C. JYGKITH of Belding, Michigan, a candidate for State 
Treasurer, Dre LELAND EYXUMABION, candidate for Governor, GEORG » oan- 
didate for Lieutenant-Governor, WILLIAM CRICHARDSON, candidate Yor" state 
Senate, and WALLACE}GAMBER, who is SMITH'S bodyguard. 


The speakers included C. Je SMITH, GEORGE YOSE, Dre 
MARION and SMITH. VOSE appeared in his Army uniform and said that on the 
recent speaking tow in which he appeared with SUITH, he had mate prepara~ 
tion to organize the: erans of World War II and had met with remrkable 
response. Dr. KARION stated he was in favor of union labor but opposed 
Communist leadership of labor, thet he favored more liberal treatment of 
the veterans and aged. SMITH discussed in glowing terms the great success 
which he claimed to have achieved on his recent speaking tour and told with 
apparent satisfaction of the incident in New York in which he had throm 
JOHN ROYXCARISON, author of ;"Undercover", out of a press conference in 
SMITH'S hotel room. He aleo described his appearance before the House 
committee investigating campaign expenditures, He denounced ROOSEVELT for 
having joked about his dog in his fir st campaign speech at a time wi when 
your son and mine are fighting and dying". He insisted that DEWEY should 
make the "Pearl Harbor mystery" a campaign issue and should demand the im 
mediate trial of KIMMEL and SHORT. If the facts of the Pag ene pacr 
are brought to light, according to SKITH, ROOSEVELT will not have e fourth 
term but will be impeached before election day, | 
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State and Ratdonal ei chet. also a card “containing a picture o of President 
ROOSEVELT and criticising him for « statement that American boys wuld not 
be sert into any foreign wars. This card is distributed by SIVERT AHL 
of 122] North Capito] Street, Washington, D. Ce Copies of this end 
folder are being sent to the Bureau as enclosures with this reporte A 
copy of a letter sent to his followers in October dealing with a meeting 
to be held on October 12 is also being sent as an enclosure herewith, 
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“SUITH on October 26, 100A, SO thORIPEE SEE BERD 1S} Porte Uishican. This 


Governor. About 500 people es plamarss, Reverend LUTHER” SHEFF IBLD of the 
Sunshine Gospel Tabernacle, Pontiac, Michigan, gave the ‘Sxfvoeation at the 

start of the meeting. Speakers incluied VOSE, MARICN and SUITH. Accarding 

to VOSE, help would be extended first to Anericana instead of Chinese, 

Russians and other fareigners under the AMERICA FIRST PARTY principle. VYOSE 
stated he was the first young mam in America to ativocate adequate pensions 

far old folke, MARION delivered essentially the same talk as that given by 
him at the Book-Cadillac Hotel on October 12. QUITH also delivered essmtially 
the same talk as he had given on that date and in addition pointed out that 
VOSE, who had been honorably discharged from the Army, was receiving only 
$30.00 a month pension, while Senator BUTLER had revealed that the United 
States had spent six billion dollars "boondoggling® in South America. This 
amount, according to SMITH, was sufficient to provide $1,000.00 each for the 
first six million soldiers to be discha 


meeting the pamphie 
r 'S qualifications for Governor ware eet ibikod, 
and Siotes of these two item are being sent to the Bureau as socloruee 


? with this report. 








At Saginaw, Michigan, on October 27, 13%4, the Subject *s * 


i meeting was attended by 
‘ 300 to 400 people were present. ed Spec oy 4 
: that SMITH mde a stagy entrance and was a slent platform man, When he — b 


. first appeared he spoke about ten minutes and associated himself with Father 







aca x jj COUN GERALD P,/NYE and BURTON EELER as Christian me ttone sate and 


indicted the Demotrats as atheiat Communists. 


SUITH then introduced GEORGE. VOSE, candidate for Lieutenant 
Governor on the AMERICA FIRST ticket. VOSE stated he was discharged from the 
Army in Africa and, although he was in uniform, he was not wearing any campaign 
ribbons. (It is pointed out that on November 5, 19,4, WALTER WINCHELL over 
the radio stated that VOSE had a dishonorable discharge from the Army and had 
served six mnths! imprisonment at Fort Custer, Michigan, for Theft of Govern~ 
ment Property.) a 


LELAND L. MARION, candidate for Governor of Michigen on 
the AMERICA FIRST PARTY ticket, gave a short address and then SKITH gave his 
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principal address, He continuously tied up Christianity with his AMERICA 
FIRST movgment, accused the Democrats of being Communists, describing | 
SIDNEYAPTLLUAN as being the RASPUTIN of the White House. He dealt for 
some t on the KEN} case in Ingland, saying that KENT was a code expert 
at the Embassy in land, that he had built up a file of fifteen hundred 
messages that had Meen exchanged in code between ROOSEVELT and CHURCHILL, 
the theme of the feasages being that if CHURCHILL could be mde Prine 
Minister of England, ROOSEVELT would furnish him with all the ansmnition 
amd supplies he needed to conduct a war. 


SMITH went on to say that KENT was fired and that as 
he left the Embassy, having lost his diplomatic lmmnity, he was arrested, 
tried by secret court and imprisoned on the Isle of Wight. KENT'S mother 
then gave a Boston newspaperman five thousand dollars to go visit her son, 
which he did, and on the way back by plane, this newspsperman told a man 
named OVEN from Nebraska, who was aleo a passenger on the plane, that he 
was going to spread the true story of the KENT case all over the country. 
The newspaperman was,soon after, murdered in New York City. 


SMITH favors giving every returning veteran a thousand 


f corars, He believes that STALIN, CHURCHILL and ROOSEVELT plan to build a super- 


state and will only release soldiers at the rate of 100,000 a month in order 
that we can mintain a large standing Army for use in building this atate. 
He feels that as soon as the war in Europe is over that Englami will immedi- 
ately put all of her ships into commercial trade and that as « result there 
will be no ships to return the troops to this country. SMITH had hoped that 
one of the major political parties would have adopted the Christian American 
movement, but they failed to de so, 


Informant did not feel that there were any seditious 
statements made, although SMITH'S address was full of innuendoes, A folder 
describing MARION'S qualifications, a folder on the State and National can~ 
didates, and the card on President ROOSEVELT arene referred to were dis— 
tributed at this meeting. 






October 28, l9ihe 
stated that SMITH designs : 

nominee and said that he eonaidared himself the FREKONT of the AMERICA FIRST 
PARTY, He axplained that FREMONT was the first nominee for President on the 
Republican ticket, that he was an obscure man and remined so but that the 
next nominee of that Party was ABRAHAM LINCOIN. SMITH professes to believe 
that there will be many AMERICA FIRST Congressmen after the 1946 election 
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and that by 1948 the two old parties will be extinct. The real issue in 
1948 will be an open fight between atheistic Commnian and Christian 
seta nationslien., SMITH denounced the British, stating that British agents. 
ee are now in Washington sounding out our Government to see if we will under. 
write the full peacetime budget of Great Britain. He also accwed Britain 
of intending to use her shipping facilities to recover her world trade at 
the end of the present war, and that the United States can expect no co 
operation from Britain in helping return United States soldiers from Europe 
to the United States, He again called for a full statement of the facts 
concerning Pearl Harbor and indicated that attacks upon him by President 
ROOSEVELT were considered a ies compliment. MARION also spoke on this 











Programe 
: by SMITH'S organization a ; » on November 3, 
1%be On the speakers! platform were “WARY ANN JLEER, KATHLEEN Si cca? 
Te, ee Dre MARION, YOSE, LOHBACK, BILLAGZWIN, whose Connection with 
ae not explained, ‘a and a Foune discharged soldier aed CHARLES CHAPIN, wie 
Pa a VOSE had brought to the meting. 


VOSE, who was the first speaker, displayed photostats 
pig aac a rE: his supposed honorable discharge a a commendation signed by 120 







officers at Fort Custer, Michigan. thought these statements by 

VOSE might have been in anticipation o @ charges made by WALTER WINCHELL 
pe tie ort a few nights later to the effect that VOSE had received a dishonorablé dis- 
agar charge and had served six months at hard labor while in the Amye VOSE 


claimed he had the original of these papers locked in a safe Ie ohas the 


New Deale 
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MARION, the next speaker, said he had ‘heard rumors 
to the effect that if he and SMITH were elected they were going to kill the 
Jews. MARION then said, “There are some Jews who ought to be killed.* 
This remrk evidently ws not pleasing to SMITH since he began his talk by 
referring te MARION'S remarks and stated that MARION was, of course, speak= 


& WV Ve 4 OE, ee Oe we 


ing figuratively and was sometimes carried away by the force of his con= 
victions, SMITH warned his followers of a smear campaign against VOSE and 
set out in brief outline what he planned to do after the election, regardless 
of which candidate might wing He accused ROOSEVELT of wanting to stop the 
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election but stated that he did not dexé 0» 








; ' pe or Ly pes & 

. Tr I Am Against That Man® r by 5 NORMAN KTMGQLLEZ I; editor of the 
bom. - Labor Digest", are-print of page 13 of the ae Pi 3, rae issue of the 
hs eae a American Glass Review" ermtitle range Fruit Inde ch denounces 
oe ane Mrs. ROOSEVELT, by EDWARD LSYSULLIVAN, @ re-print Thy’ Great Deception” 
oo tae by OSWALD GARRISQN/V2TIARD, re-printed from "They 4stian Century"s a 


folder about the size of an ordinary newspaper sétting out the>*énti-Vet eran 
Record of Candidate ROOSEVELT® and published by tha ton County Republican 
‘ Committee, 3119 Wilson Boulevard, Arlington, Virgi Copies of LANGER'S 
: _ speech, the “little moron" card, SULLIVAN'S article, '$ article, - 
ZOLLEZI'S pamphlet and the Arlington County Republican Comnittee folder are 
being sent with this report as an enclosure to the Bureau, 
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| with various Republican politicians; according to 


e July, August and October, 
gether with campaign cards of MARY A. LLER 
and KATHLEEN F. JENNINGS are being sent with this report as enclosures 
te the Bure e . 





, _ stated that Subject did }7D 
not make any radio ¢ ut that Dre MARION, who has 

a regular religious program over Station WAR, Pontiac, had a special 

political broadcast from 5:45 to 6:00 p.m. daily over this station during 

the period from Noverber 1 to November 6, inclusive, with a half-hour 

program on the last day. In the course of these programs, he called for the 
election of himself as Governor of nee and the eaashien of SMITH as 
President of the United States. 


In the course of his aii. SMITH was also in scntest 





4 
he advised a certain¥CQRZICHAEL of the Wayne epubiican Committee © 
at a meeting held by the AMERICA FIRST PARTY on Novenb er 3, & person 
attending such meeting had stated publicly that he had attended a/Ku_Klnx © : 
Klan meeting back in Missouri many years ago, at which latter meting Senator 
iacdea hota had been the principal spealer, CARMICHAEL indicated some inter- 
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est in this story and SWITH then gave him the name and address of the man 
who had made this remark about TRUMAN and also gave the story to the Detroit 
hewspapera, At the same time SITY sold to CARMICHAEL 15,000 copies of the. 
pamphlet by JOSEPH) KAMP referred to above, CARMICHAEL was told he could 
have the pamphleté for the freight charges which were said to be $100.00. 


In the course of his campaign, SMITH had an extended 

argument with the Office of Price Administration relative to obtaining 
gasoline for the purpose of campaigning. He complained to the newspapers 
that Governor DEWEY was “running around the country on a luxury train" 
and that ROOSEVELT “has spent twenty million dollars on a trip to Honolulu" 
but that the OPA had refused SMITH'S request for campaign gasoline. The 
local rationing board apparently turned SMITH dom on the theory that he . 
was not a bona fide candidate f {fice and therefore not entitled 
to such gasoline, sowever, I ot that SMITH finally con- b7D 
tacted CHESTER BOTLES, head o e » While SMITH was in Washington 
testifying before the House committee on campaign expenditures, and that a 
special gasoline allotment was finally made to him. SMITH gave a story to 
the newspapers after the allotment was made, pointing out that_the OPA in 
Washington had overruled the local rationing board and. that DaVID/CONNERY, 
chairman of SMITH'S local board, was secretary to BR, J THOMAS, head of the 
UAY=CIO0. SMITH claimed that CONNERY and THOMAS had refused his request for 

as a political move since, SMITH stated, THOMAS was connected with 
the ‘Political Action Committee. 

\ 






In the course of his speaking tour through the East, 
SMITH appeared before the campsign expenditures committee of the House of 
Representatives on October 3, 19%4. In subsequent talks and literature dis- 
tributed by him he has played up his appearance before this committee and 
the fact that such appearance was voluntary. He has also mde mention ‘and 
made much out of his incident with JOHN ROY ginisan, author of "Undercover", 
stating that he threw CARLSON bodily out of,his hotel room when thé latter 
tried to pass himself off as a legitimate reporter, This incident occurred 
on Septeaber 29, 1944, at New City, In connection with his appearance [7 
before the House conn toe, aa states that SMITH advised various 
of his friends that the co ee Ww able to make much out of his testi- 
mon d that they were not able to embarrass him with any of their questions, 
an employee of the Ford Motor Company and an associate of 


TH'S, inquired of him as to whether the committee didn't know a great deal 


- about him, SMITH, and whether they didn't have some figures concerning him. 


SKITH replied that there was nothing to know and that the committee did have }7' 
some figures but they were false ones. SMITH also testified as to scme con- 
tributions received by him some years ago from*AARRY/ BENNETT of the Ford Kotor 
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Compa ny » sey issued a statement for the newspapers shortly after SITH 
had testified admitting that he had given SMITH $2,000.00 some years ago 
but denying” that it was for any purpose other than to "fight against Com 
munism and racketeering in labor organizations", Subsequently, SMITH wrote 
BENNETT a letter explaining the reason for his having testified as te 
BENNETT'S contributions, and stated he had confined his recarks before the 
committee to those facts which BENNETT had cl made meus in interviews 
= the newspapers. 





SXITH testified before the comittee that MG apes. fron 
contributions would probably averaga about. pe sommitt r day. On the following 
Sunday, WALTER WINCHELL in his radio broadcast, stated that SMITH had perjured 
himself before’ the committee and that his income was actually about $600.00 

or $700.00 per day. WINCHELL stated the committee had positive evidence of 


this fact. WINCHELL called upon the De ent of Justice to prosecute SMITH 
for this misstatement, According to SMITH im 
mediately contacted Congressman C N, the House con- 


mittee before which he had testified, and pointed out to ANDERSON that his 
testimony had been correct and requested that ANDERSON tell him if the com bu 
mittee had any evidence of the type WINCHEILL referred toe ANDERSON said that 

the committee did not have any evidence of this sort and he would be glad to 

send SMITH a letter so tS testimony before the con- 
mittee was obtained by and is being sent to the 
Burean as an enclosure 
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i has also filed, as above indicated, a report with 
Senator THEODORE F. GREEN, who is head of the Senate committee investigating 
campaign expenditures, SMITH is apparently more concerned with the reaction 
of this committee to his reports than he is with the reaction of the House 
committee, since he has stated that requeste for information received from 
the Senate committee should be given immediate attention. Senator GREEN'S 
committee also requested information as to the numer of States in which 
SKITH'S Party had elated candidates for President and Vice President and 
wanted the names of those who would appear on the official ballot of the 
Party. This information was furnished, indicating that the Party would have 
candidates in kichigan and Swrite-in campaign* 
in twenty-one other States, stated that SMITH . 
made an effort to get his candidates on tHe Alabama and in Maryland 
but was unsuccessful in both States, 







There will be no official tabulation of minority party 
votes in Michigan until sometime in the early part of Decenber ar conse- 
quently it will not be possible to tell the exact number of votes cast for 
the AMERICA FIRST PARTY candidates, The Detroit Free Press in a story pub- 
lished during the latter part of November stated that an unofficial count in 
Wayne County, which is the County in which Detroit is located, indicated that 
the AMERICA FIRST PARTY had obtained 619 votes out of a total of severel 
hundred thousand cast in this area, The writer of this article stated that 
if this estimate proved to be correct, the AKERICA FIRST PARTY would auto- 
matically lose ite place on the ballot for future elections and would 
have to qualify. 





five or six 
of the candidates for mihor offices on the State b ed upon SKITH 
after the élection and stated they were willing to put up $100.00 each to 
help finance a fight to prevent the Party from being taken off the ballot, 
SMITH told them that while he feit that the Party's votes had been throm 
away and had not been correctly counted, he felt they might as well drop the 
matter for the tims being since while the total figures for the Party's vote 
could not be correct, yet their opponmts could put up a million dollars for 
every dollar which they could raise. Dre hes said that he planned to 
demand a re-count of the wtes since the unoff{cial count in Oakland County 
showed that he had gotten only 449 votes and SMITH 185- MARIGN stated he 
was sure he had gotten more votes than that from his church in Pontiac and 
his church in Birmingham and that he was sure many votes had beam stolm 
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from them, SEITH tried to dissuade MARION from going shead with his demnd 
for a re-count but MARION refused to be dissuaded, stating that he intended 
to go ahead with his plan even ae dit would cost him as much as $500 
MARION felt that the results of a 





During the latter p 
was in some financial difficulty. 





atated that he had received total contributions of 
»00 on November 2, $80.00 om Novenber 4, These 
mil amounts received through the mails, 


s been SKITH'S personal secretary 


Hoverber 3, 194. DOMAN gave as his 


excus fo r ia vine. the t i111 health and had to go to Texas 
for a rest. However, stated that DOMAN had been 
looking for a job els re for som t apparently his real reason 


for leaving SMITH had nothing to do with his health although he did not want 
SMITH to know this, 


+ atv ars aft Kia am 
w a} at 


SKITH eent a memorandum to DOAN after learning that the 
latter intended to leave and advised DOMAN that he wanted a complete inventory 
of materials and lists of names prior to DOMAN'S leaving. He stated, perticu- 
larly, "The liste and files mst not be identified in any way that a stranger 
could understand." SMITH wrote DOMAN a note just prior to the latter's leaving 
pointing out that SMITH had given him a job six years before when he ms un- 
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employed and that he had advanced from $15.00 per week to $70.00 per week 
plus some extras. SHITH indicated in this note that he felt Dogs real 
reason for leaving had nothing to do with his health but rather that DOMAN'S 
interests had been changing in recent months. SMITH indicated that while 

it was possible that in the future "situations may arise where I will be 
asked to account for moneys you have handled", nevertheless, “you may rest 
assured that I shall assume my share of the responsibility in a loyal and 
conscientious manner". SLITH closed by stating that "I shall do all in ay 
power to see to it that no added responsibility involving past activities 
shall follow you." Shortly prior to leaving SUITH'S employ, DOMAN was sub- 
poenaed to testify before the Dies Committee in Washington, D.C. The re 
ceipt of this subpoena by DOMAN caused SKIITH considerable concern and he 
comtacted & number of friends in Washington in an effort to learn the pur- 
pose for DOMAN having been called to testify. In the two or three days 
elapsing between the service of th DOMAN'S appearance as a bye 
witness, SMITH was in contact with who is in charge of 

research for the Dies Committee, ois SMITH'S reali 
representative, Senatar ROBERT REYN d 


T DILLING. According to bmD 
advised SMITH that BAEHMAN was actua 6 employ 
was supposed to have obtained payment from this organi- 


gation for the purpose of testifying before the Dies Committee that SIDNEY 

HILIMAN of the Political Action Committee had contributed a large sum of 

money to SKITH in order to split the Republican votes. SMITH immediat 

contacted BAERMAN who insisted that he was loyal to SKITH and that bv 
information was incorrect. Shortly thereafter SHITH learned from DILLING 

that the latter's original information had bem incorrect and that it was 

DOAN rather than BAERMAN who was disloyal to SMITH and would testify against 

him before the Dies Committee, 











. SMITH immediately contacted CASPAR LINGEMAN > county clerk 
of Wayne County, Michigan, and a prominent Detroit Democrat, and advised hin 
as to what he had heard, stating that it appeared somebody was ee to 
double=-cross SMITH and the Democratic Partye 


However, upon nis appearance before the Committee on 
October 18, DOMAN did not testify to anything that could be considered a 
double-cross of SLITH. He was questioned principally concerning the 
handling, depositing and spending of SMITH'S funds, DCMAN testified that 
SUITH'S income was about $6,500.00 per year. The Comuittee*wanted to know 
about WEBER'$ connection with SMITH (probably KENNETH C./EBER of the 


jFerner's Guild), and a check for $1,000.00 which was not further identified. 


They also wanted to know if SMITH was anti-Semitic, to which DOMAN replied 


mes ee 
















-of Chicago, with thefConstitutional Americans and a friend of SMITH'S),. 
They did not inquire, however, about HARRY or WALLACE daa 
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thet SMITH had always said that he was not and did not think that he 
was. DOMAN explained that he was leaving aga bécause an X-Ray showed 


him to bea auffaring from a lung Mi aanea = wee at 


ang a disease. Hg was also questioned about 
Band about individuals — neither biv 
° had heard of, The Comnit at no t ac if "they 





had run to anything", but the questioning appeared to be a rent ine job 
for the record. They asked him about any connection which SMITH may have 
with the Political Action Committee and DOMAN told them he kmew of none 
and did not believe that SMITH was acquainted with R..J./THQMAS, head of 
the UAW-CIO, DOMAN testified that SMITH did not have adty interests in any 
other enterprises outside of the AMERICA FIRST PARTY, They inquired as to 
Whether SMITH had been in touch with any important Hepublican or Democrat 
politicians. They in ed as to who FOSTER was (probably GEOR OSTER 







(both connected with the Ford Motor sn ai or about 


bie 
B8040nS Present at the fear afig SOre 


Congressmen COSTELLO, ‘BIRMINGHAM, who is an investigator for the Committee, 
STRIPLING, who is chief investigator, and two girls, 3B was not there, 
although SMITH had requested him to attend. No newspaper sen were presente 
The hearing was held in DIES* office and the Committee was very polite to 
DOMAN, apologizing for having heid him over several days. They finally in- 
quired as to what the AMERICA FIRST PARTY campaign consisted of and DOMAN 
stated that it consisted primarily of fighting Nazism and Communism. DOAN 
was subsequently furnished with a transcript of his testimony before the 
Committee. - 


that an effort would b7P 
be mde to obtain a transcr obtained it will 


be furnished to the Bureau, 
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(invest igator for various organizations 
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ia A. K, who was formerly SUITH'S St. Louis 
representative, has recently moved to Detroit, and took over DOMAN'S 
duties when the latter left on November 3, 19h. LOHBECK, who is twenty- 
seven years of age, is married and hae a small child, has recently been 
classified 4-E by Local Selective Service Board No. 10, St. Louis, Missouri. 
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His position as a conecientious objector is based on the grounds that he is 
religiously opposed to war, although LOHBROK has stated that this opposition 
is his ow personal belief and that he haf no definite religion. The Detroit 
newspapers have been interested in LOHBECK!S position as a conscientious ob-= 
jector in view of his comection with SMITH. SMITH has advised LOHBECK that 
the publicity being given to the latter's Draft status is instigated by the 
Jews ard is part of a smear campaign. 





bre 
ps 






sone GEQRGE vOSE, who was SMITH'S candidate for Governor of 
act) ee Michigan on the AMERICA FIRST PARTY ticket and who also 1s organizer of the 
World War II waterans, has likewise been under attack in the newspapers re- 
cently. During November the New York Post ran an article about VOSE stating 
a: that he had been Court Martialed and dishonorably discharged from the United 





es States Army, This statement was also made by WALTER WINCHELL in one of his 
: oF. Sunday evening broadcasts. Detroit newspapers have also carried articles 
ae concerning VOSE but SKITH has advised the local papers that VOSZ had an 


honorable discharge and that the recent publicity from New York was part of 
a "smear campaign” and that while the recent article in the New York Post 





concerning ¥ libelous would be filed. SMITH told VOSE, 
? accarding to that "the Jews are out to get you, Lb} 
- they are a desperate gang of rate". VOSE was advised to tell any persons — 


interviewing him that he had an honorable Eecenree from the Army and ws 
the victim of persecution. 
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In recent months var 


tion of SKUTH by the Government. 

BECK under pretext contacted the/National on lor 
enent olored People during the early part of October, 1944, 47D 
and inquired as what organizations beside their own had sade formal re- 
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quest of Attorney General BIDDIE that SMITH be indicted, The Yepre- 
sentative admitted that their organization had made such a reqvest and 
stated she wuld get the names of the other organizations, but LOHBECK 

did not re-contact her, as far as informant imew, to obtain this information, 


Fo owing the appearance of srzasg DILLING as a 
speaker at SMITH'S ting in Detroit on November 15, 1944, a resolution 
was passed at the “Nobilised. for Brotherhood" Service of the;People's 
Institute of Applied Religion at the First Congregational Church, Detroit, 
which resolution condemned the activities of SMITH and DILLING and called 
foe a demand by the churches t SMITH and DILLING be investigated by the 
Government. Reverend CLAUDE;\TILLIAMS, who was reported to be a Communist 
syapathizer, is in charge of the People's Institute of Applied Religion. 


SMITH in turn has requested the investigation of certain 
persons and organizations which are unfriendly to him. On October 11 he 
made formal reqmest of Senator THEODORE F. GREEN, chairman of the Senate 
committee to investigate campaign expenditures, which request was in the 
form of an affidevit and petitioned the committee to investigate the officers 
‘of the Friends of Democracy located at 137 East 57th Street, New York City, 
and the Non-Sectarian Anti-Nazi League, also located in New York City. The 
request for investigation of the former organization was based upon the cir~ 
culation by it of a pamphlet "Pattern for Revolution®, which attacked SMITH 
and his political activities, a copy of which has previously been furnished 
the Bureau. The investigation of the latter organization was requested be~ 
cause a cer thrown out of the recent national convention 
of the AMERICA >» admitted that he was an operative employed by the 
~fAnti-Nazi Leagues SMITH accused the organizations of attempting to dey him 
his civil Liberties, intimidate his supporters and institute a program of 
libel, misrepresentation ami character assassination. He further ee 
the organizations of helping to finance CARLSON'S book "Und ‘cover", 
misrepreserting facts to their constituents financial su ters . well 
as to the general public and of cooperating closely with WALTER WINCHELI. | 
SMITH stated further that if the above accusations could be es rpnge and 
he was re a -aeagie Laid establish them, that a thoroug i: 













EE At about the same time, STH also re- 
ques ongressman CLINTON ANDERSON, head of the House committee on campaign 
expenditures, to investigation the Friends of Danocracy, and require such 


organization to report its expenditures and sources of revenue. He also 
requested that the officers of theNon-Sectarian Anti-Nazi League be required 
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to give an account of their sources of revenue. SUITH subsequently advised b1 0 
RALPH BAEAMAN, according to that “we have clear- 

eut cased against these two", WO e-mentioned organisations. 
Informant has not heard, however, of any action taken by either the Houme or 
Senate committees in furtherance of SMITH'S request. | 
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7 a BMY whose identity is known to 
z the Bureau, stated that g°, in a conversation with. 
4 SMITH on November 8, 1944,,- Poured S¥VITH'S opinion concerning , 








stating that he, SOUTHARD, thinks! is a "plant", and advised bd 
stay away from him. According to has "two bad connections® op 
in Chicago, one of them being a nysterious across the street from » 
him who has an office with no name the door. SMITH told SOUTHARD that 

in view of the "HOFFMAN deal" which ' "pulled", SKITH thought he was 

either an operative or a school kid. 











The same informant stated that on Noveaber 9 tBECK, 
who is SMITH'S assistant, advised that a certain "he", believed to refer to 
wanted to see SMITH about some things that he had arranged. SMITH 
ed at this and advised LOHBECK to tell "that fellow" that it is "no dice" 
and that “he" did not contribute to the cause by his aan conc ern ing 
ae | 









et 
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" heed dans 








to previous letters 
Sore he did not resent a y 
disagreement in opinion but did resent the way in which had impugned 


his integrity. He told that those who gave lip service support to |p! 
DEYEY will be as popular one year from today as those who gave similar service 

to WILLKIE in 1940 we today. was told that SMITH'S real supporters 

who contribute money and prayer support to his activities, do not share 
viewpoint, and that SMITH numbered among his friends and supporters 
true nationalists. He closed by telling aa that the latter 

had made no contribution whatever toward the encouragemem of one who is per- 
haps more persecuted and abused at the hands of internsationalists than any 

other public figure, In his letter of October 16, 1%4, answering a previous 
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letter by which apparently told SMITH that hie political career 

was finished, TH stated was a bit late in this description of 

SMITH'S predicament and tha tter's political career had been finished l 
when he refused to go along with ROOSEVELT in Louisiana many years ago; that b7 
that refusal finished his political career with the Democrats and his refusal 

to go along with WENDEIL WILLKIE and the internatijonalists finished his 

career with the Republicans. He advised that his, SUITH'S, career 

was not that of a politician but of a crusader, 


SZITH has been in contact in recent months with various 
other nationalist leaders, According as. HARVEY bw 
SPRINGER, a preacher from Denver, Colora 0 "the cowboy 


Evangelist and who has collaborated with SMITH in the past, advised SMITH 
that he would be coming to Detroit in October and might give him some 


@Ssistvancs an nis PULALLEOL Cam Paige ea Wa SlbULOU MG FUUEL OG 


in Kalamazoo for two weeks beginning October 29, 1944, and would be preach- 
ing at the People's Tabernacle. SMITH subsequently contacted SPRINGER at 
Kalamazoo when SMITH was in that City on November 1 to make a speech but 

as far as informant knew, SPRINGER did not give SMITH any appreciable assist- 
ance in his campaign. SMITH has been in frequent contact with EARL 3 

of Chicago. SOUTHARD is one of his close friends and associates. In a ais@ 
cussion with SOUTHARD in the early part of October, SMITH commented upon his 


own appearance before the Hcuse committee and remarked that people with 
ftarncela". referring to EDWARD /REMELY, whe had had aomea difficulty in tea at3 
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fying before this ‘committee af ys before and who was allegedly 
financed by FRANK/GANNETT, newspaper publisher, find it more difficult to ‘ 
get along than "ho8e of us who have to sepend on Sener Sue tose” SMITH 

stated that he had given HARVEY SPRIK ddres 



























ney were be g R z LIE Se . A 
a wi ory aeive: tha written a letter to SUI TH hitees bre 
ducing also know a ee was an “operative™ end 
eaploye@ oF é St Nazt Leagues S concluded that it ought to have been 
obvious to NYE that ®ohony", and while was sincere, he was — 
extremly naive. § inted out that he had been’ questioned concerning 


NYE'S letter before the House Committee but that he pulled NYE out of the hole, 


Shortly after the election informant states that SKITH 
was again in contact with SOUTHARD and they were agreed that the time was 
now ripe to step out and organize a vigorous new nationalist party since 
the Republican Party was dead as a result of the election. SOUTHARD thought 
the victory was a Commmist victory but SMITH did not agree and believed the 
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results wuld be good far the nationalist cause eventually, - - 









b? 


SUITH has also been in contact with Senator ROBERT 


7 HEYNOLDS. He spoke to REYNOLDS several times chring the period while DOAN 





estify before the Dies Comittee, according~ a 
As previously pointed out, SMITH was very “7 

u ony and requested whatever assistance REYNOLDS 

could give him, REYNOLDS, however, made no specific promises as to what he 

could do. SMITH made numerous unsuccessful efforts to contact REYNOLDS 

fran time to time and was in contact with him also when he, SMITH, was in 

Washington to testify before the House Committee on October 3, 10,4. 
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a ES that SMITH, prior to 
the election, told that the Democrats were forcing people to turn more 


to nationalism and against Commmiam but that following the election SKITH 2 
s advised that the cause of nationalism had not been adversely affected y 









by the results and that "we are just beginning to fight". GED we bsequentiy v 
wrote a letter ‘oe of Milwaukee praising SMITH and stating that 
there ma no hope : J mited States in anv leadership fron the old Perties 
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and that after careful consideration he had t his let “with SMITH since the 
_ latter was fundamentally a sound leader. was told that the AMERICA FIRST 
See ee . PARTY was considering a series of two-day 









tutes to be held dmring the 
one winter in lene omen at which findenectal Proraces economy and economics 
eo would be discussed 
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On November 28, according to 
SKITH inquired ‘——': to whether the articles called Finternat ional 
e 


















Bee Jes", which wer booklet form after h been published in the | 
es fiDearborn Independent", had been copyrighted, ee: he did not know, 
A but that the Ku Klux Klan had attempted to use oklets in Georgia 
re but had been preverted from doing so by the local authorities. did 


not know what tactics had been used by the authorities, however, prevent 

the distribution of these booklets, SMITH eid that if he used the articles 
referred to he would indicate they were taken from the "Dearborn Independent*® 

and that this paper is owned by HENR did not think that ? 


ee ato Lt 14 Pm had bomen bhiwannd wamelA at bho 
Pm ee 44470 MGU WUTIL WMGEUGUULIVA Gy vuig time the arvicies Were published, 


In sther contacts wit according to informant, SMITH had recently 
report which the latter had furnished to him, and had 
who is connected with the Farmer's Grange in 
Washington, and another unknom individual, out to see Informant 
stated that an individual unknom to him had also been contact with 
SMITH recently and advised SMITH that he had spoken to one of the officers 
of the *Dearbom Independent" and that this officer had agroed with him 
that ROOSEVELT was a Communist and that "we have got to do something. 
SUITH'S friend believed the man at the newspaper was open to conviction 


and that SMITH should follow up the contact which had been madé. 
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SMITH has ) several efferte in recent weeks to contact 
WILLIAM ROMERCAN, according or riaiaial Informant did a) 
not believe, however, that SIT een cess in such efforts. McKEEGAN 


is well known in this area as a prominent Republican politicim, According 

to this informant, SMITH had on extended conversation recently with KENNETH C. 
WEBR of Detroit, attorney for the Farmer's Guild, chairman of the State ton- 
Vertion of the AMERICA FIRST PARTY held in Detroit in July, and candidate for 
Attorney General on the AMERICA FIRST PARTY ticket in Michigan, WEBER told 
SMITH that the latter's followers were the life blood of the Farmer's Guild 
in Michigan end the two men agreed that they felt the same about the political 
issues of the daye | 


everend FREDERICK J usper of Washington, DBD, C., execu- 
tive secretary of the’National Council for the Prevention of War, and who is 
believed to have been allied with theX*Reace Now Movement", was much pleased 
with certain cards that SMITH sent to his best names 
from his mailing list, according to 
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stated that SMITH spoke to 

an associate oO imore, Maryland, following bi“ 

election and stated that in his opinion DEWEY had discovered during pro 

his campaign through the Middlewest that the majority of the people in that 
section of the country wers pationalists and thought along the same linee 

as did SMITH. Mrs. BEATRICE /h of Detroit, another follower of SMITH'!S, 


was in contact with him following the election and indicated she was much 
incensed over the election of ROOSEVELT. 










SUuITH has had several ee hina 
investigator for the Ford Motor Company, who ha . fr 
SKITH'S for some time. According to SMTTH 
ces their most recent meeting discussed CLAUDE SLITH, who is 
the organizer and leader of the Christocrats. CLAUDE Sl: 4 r 

some years printing and distributing anti-Semitic Literature, A pI 
advised SMITH that CLAUDE SMITH lived at 732 Parker Avenue, Detroit, and 

that he has 10,000 books on the politicel creed for the Republican Party.  jj7V 
He sends out postal cards to friends asking them to send in eight other 













namss of people who might be interested in a wrk. He works on his om 
with no other he d SMITH also 

discuss ed to as 
the American was 


said to Selbne's ‘e the Righehat Cause, to havé ne istic tendencies 
and to be definitely anti-Commnistic, Articles supposedly written b 
e actually written by DOROTHY WARING, according to 





| ; SF: : a recent survey by the Gallup Poll bie 
indicated that anti-Senitism had increased 74%. SMITH thought that BROJDER 
and HILIMAN had won the election for ROOSEVELT and that the Denocrat t wi6e 
tory was the best thing that could have happened for national @me 


SMITH'S interest in anti-Semitism is furthsf shown by | 
a discussion which he had on November 29, 1944, with GEORGE FOS TER of 
Chicago, head of the Constitutional Americans and a frie SUTTH 'S. b7e 
FOSTER told SMITH that a cer 
been "nixed up in the Semtor { 


from New York City who had 
siness" had been instrumental in 
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forcing FOS out of the Atlantic Hotel, Chicago » where he had been 
his meet ’ FOSTER cleims to have been forced out of four hotels 
past two the by Jewish action and that he then called a cert 
and accused the latter of interfer with free speech and of TER'S co 
stitutional rights, Per claim told him that he would not be p7¢ 
allowed to speak in Chicago and tha would prevent him from getting 

a hall and would put the pressure on. 
FOSTER, stating "you know what is wrong hin", referring to SMITH. 

SKITH stated that while no blood has been shed after his last meeting in 
Chicago, he had been pestered by a group of Jewish war veterans who attempted 
to ails trouble. 









FOSTER claims that his diffi fes are due to the 

ewish War Veterans, the -d@wish Sentinel and the Anti-Defamation League. 
He claims that a reign of terror has been instigated against him in Chicago 
ard that he is sending letters to his people telling them of this. SMITH 
indicated he would discuss this situation in his letter to his followers 
in an attempt to arouse them. SMITH wants FOSTER to com over to Detroit 
and spend the day with him so they can discuss plans for their next big 
meeting in Chicago. 


In connection with his various activities, SMITH has 
been distributing considerable literature both at his meetings and through 
the mail. He has ordered an ad ional 500 copies recently from EARL 

SOUTHARD of the latter's book/Forty Years of ROOSEVELT", and is distribu- 
ting these to his followers, As referred to above, he has also g@tten the’ 
book, "Vote CIO and have ‘a Soviet America", and in aoa to having sole 
15,000 of these to the Wayne County Re an Co . % 









Pp eech b he exact pen of which was b20 
unknown to Ce be has distributed these together with several 
thousand cop ‘KENT story. He contacted the Chicago Tribune 
to obtain 2,000 copies of a article by JOHN T. FLYNN which appeared in the 
October 22 issue of that newspaper. As mentioned above, he has indicated a 
desire to obtain from the Dearborn Ingependent the booklets containing the 
series of articles called "Interndtional Jews". On November 28, 1%4, he 
wired Senator REYNOIDS at Washington to rush him 1,000 more copies of the | 
speech entitled@Roftriction of Immigration — Acquisition of Certain Bases". 
This is probably thé same speech of REYNOLDS which he had previously b 
distributing. 









copy of this speech is being sent as an enclosure with this report to the 
Bureau. SMITH has been in contact recently with ELIZ DILLING concerning 
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a book of hers entitled "TheAictopus™ and wants to help her in publishing 
additional copies of this bdok. She has 2,500 copies left and SMITH in- 
dicated he would be able to use that many. It was agreed that she would 

. start shipping him 400 copies per week starting on the 10th of December, 
She has told him that the book has more consolidated informatior. on "kikes* 
than she ever came across and that it would be fine if they could spread 
about one million of these books over the country before they were stut up. 
SMITH stated he hoped they would not be shut up but DIZLING stated that the 
Sqft press in Chicago was making a "big squawk*, . 











bi 
pb?! 





ae | ( Ae indicated above, SMITH has been in recent contact with 
ba a ELIZABETH, for the purpose of helping distribute her book, "The Octopus". 
In their most recent conversation, DILLING to}d SMITH that McWILLIAMS and 


DETHRIDGE (probably JOE“McWILLIAMS and GEORGENQETHRIDGE, two of defendants in 
Washington sedition trial), “bad lost their jobs at the Central National Bank, 
presumably in Washington, because the Jews started a run on the bank in pro- 

test, and the management of the bank had to fire these two men. DILLING 

thought that soon they would have to do their speaking on etreet corners uv 
since GEORGE FOSTER had been prevented from hiring a hall by 3 
the Jewish Central Group. DILLING indicated that she and her 
secretary, had been laying the groundwork for som future Westem meetings. 
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Ua AAS SKITH told nate that his Party was going fine and that 
_ At'yS the membership had not dropped off{ All of the members seamed to have re 
: ; 2 § mained loyal, He told her that he planned on going to Washington about the 
- yd. ff , Lith of December and that he intended to go through with his plan adopted 
Vv Ss |) at his meeting in Detroit on November 15 at which DILLING spoke, to the effect 
. vig’ that he would demand that the Senate Judiciary Committee investigate the 
me ) Washington sedition trial, SITTH said that Senator McCARRON, chairman of 


the Senate Judiciary Committee, told SMITH that he had a desire to listen to 
SUITH'S petition for an investigation of this case, 






a The request for an investigation of the sedition trial | 
above referred to was passed by resolution at SKITH'S meeting in Detroit 
on November 15, At this meeting, as stated above, DILLING was the principal 
speaker. SMITH gave her appearance considerable publicity among his followers 
and sent 0 card and notice of the meeting, which were obtained bn 
and are being sent to the Bureau as eclosures 


meme, 





at eee 


_—e wee. 






by 
i with ¢ 





report. 













There was no picketing or other disturbance prior to or 
during the meeting, although certain Communist organizations had threatened 


to throw a picket line around the Book-Cadillac Hotel, Detroit, at which the 
meeting was being held. DILLING was introdiced by SVITH who stated that she 


was the best. or “tates on subversive activities. bw 
DILLING'S remarks consisted 
P P -of @ denunciation o e sedition trial and a number of songs and 
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are very mech interested in obtaining the services o 
for the Dies Committee, at such time as 
may connection with the Committee. DILLING believes 
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a oV 
the 


persons 
] ows ommnists vigorously and aes 
iia © clever in her presentation of these 
seditious and she 


Bi 


did not believe any of her remarks were b7D 
ect any criticism at the Administration 

or the conduct of the war, There was only one soldier in uniform, a 

First Class id in the audience, 


The Detroit News and the Detroit Free Press carried 
accounts of the meeting. the Free Press printing also a picture of DILLING. 
The Detroit News referred to the meeting in its headline as "SMITH Stars 
DILLING in Song and Prance Act". This paper quoted DILLING as having said 
that there has not been a single piece of evidence introduced as yet at 
her trial to support a charge of sedition. 


L970 


Among the items of litéfature distributed at the met- 
ing was a pamphlet by DILLING entitledChristians, AwakenI", a copy of 
which is being sent to the Bureau as &n enclosure with this report, and a 
copy retained in the files of the Detroit Field Division. 


1 


Both SMITH and DILLING, according to QD 







one of the few people in the country who is fully acquainted all 
the information in the Committee filea and bhalievan thia information nia ars 


Sette va wee eonld pre 


be a valuable research source for som "really unbridled activity" by men 
such as SKITH. DILLING claims to have cold GF: the nationalist yp 
moverent and thinks he may becom one of its Toundation stones, 7She has 

been in contact with and SMITH told her to te t 

"ay arm is friendly*® ana tnat after the election SMITH would 65e ready to 

help underwrite a project such as the publicizing of confidential Dies 

Committee records, The possibility of organizing a nation-wide speaking 
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tour in which pure and SMITH would appear and discuss information contained 

in the Dies Committee records, was suggested, DILLING told SMITH to keep his 

own counsel on this matter but that some action would have to be takan in the 
near future since the Committee “might fold up at any minute", Informant was }7° 
not able to learn whether SHITH or DILLING had taken any action with regard to 


il and the Committee recorda, 
In addition to the activities which he is apparently plan- 


| ning with DILLING, SMITH has recently become sonnected wi ther project 
a in which 












has been in contact for eeveral mon 
geles, who is probab mn to SMITH 
'S mailing lists. is being ( 
@ project by ch he hopes to 2 

Oe have the recent Presidential election declared invalid. He claims that there 
Boe +... were twenty-one States which failed to list their Presidential electors on 
Slee ed ..'... their ballots, that this procedure was in violation of the United States 
Gf e constitution and that therefore the electoral votes of euch States cannot be 

_ counted. In this event it would be necessary to have the House of Representa- 
_ tives elect a President and claims to have eough friends in Congress 
_ §  . to be able to he alec his candidate, whom, incidentally, he has 
S ' never named apparently has not achieved results in a manner satis- 
factory and she recently indicated she would withdraw her 
financial suppofte She had previously stated that 310,000.00 would be needed 
to finance this project and that she was giving $1,000.00 of this amount. 






! ap 
~ 2 , financed at least in part by 
































@ to SMITH'S wife and exp 
ari are sponsoring. 
ve S help in this mtter an 
intended to file a mandamus suit against the Secretary of State 9 
one of the States above mentioned and possibly in all twenty-one of them, yp 
said that the mothers! organization which she represented was backed 
people who did not like the way in which the election went. If a suit 
e were filed, UPTOPQLOSE, the radio commentator, has promised that he would give 
' 4t publdeity over’ radio, During the latter part of November and following 

came to Detroit 







Pp 
that they would 








the above cor.versation, 
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The discussion ‘of the propose d 


ee . : 
e Fath amendments to the constitution of the United y! 
States although informant was not able to learn the exact nature of the legal y' 





action contemplated. SMITH succeeded 
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ENCLOSURES 3 TO THE BUREAUs 


Card pst rp picture of President ROOSEVELT and criticising him for statement 
that Amefican boys would not be sent into any foreign wars, distributed by 
SIVERT BRDAHL, 1221 North Capitol Street, Washington, De C. 


Folder saitine out candidates on State ani National ticket of AMERICA FIRST PARTY. 


Copy of letter sent to followers of SMITH in October dealing with meting to 
be held October 12, 


the 
~- 


Leaflet "Rejected" ami folder setting out Dr. LELAND Lj MARIONIS qualifications 
for Governor, distributed at October 26, 1944 meet ing 


“Little/Moron® card rane pictures of President and Mrse ROOSEVELT on bazk, 
Speech of Senatar LANGER of North Dakota concerning Washington sedit-fon trial, 
which speech is in Senator LANGER'S franked | envelopes Seer ene 


Re-pr int of page 13, af June 3, 19h, iasue of “American ss Review", entitled 
“Strange Fruit Ind a which denounces Mrs. ROOSEVELT, by EDVARD L. SULLIVAN. 


Re-print of "The Great Deception" by OSWALD GARRISON VILLARD, re~printed from 
"The Christian eatury". 

emer ee ee j x ‘i 
Pamphlet "Why I Am Against Thgt Man" by NORMAN y ZOLIEZI, editor of "Labor Digest", 


Polder setting out Unti-Veteran Recard Candidate ROOSEVELT", published by 
Arlington County Republican coenr ets lington, Virginia, | 


Booklet entitled "Vote CIO and Get ¢ Soviet America" by JOSEPH P. KAMP and dis- 
tributed byXonstitutional Educational League, 342 Madison Avenue, New York, 


Pamphlet entitled “The Platform of the AMERICA FIRST PARTY". 


liimeographed seven-page piece of literature entitled "The ‘Story of TYLER KENT", 
distributed through mails ‘by SMITH. 


leaflet entitied “When the War is Over" printed by AMERICA FIRST PARTY. 


July-August and October, 19,4, issues of “The eatholic Worker" and campaign cards 
of MARY A. aaa a and KATHLEEN Fe. JENNINGS. ~:.. 


Copy of surma's test imony before ae expenditures committee of House of 
Representatives on October 3, 194, 
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Copy of estan by Senator seuss LDS of North Carolina jn ‘the Senate 
of the United States, August 7, 10, 11, 29hd, ert it led aaa Restricting 
the Aduission of Immigrants; ete.” 


Copies of magazine edited by SII, "The Cross and the Flag* for svebar, 
October and Pema: 19 be 


Special card and notice of meeting at which ELIZABETH DILLING spoke in Detroit 
at Book-Cadillac Hotel on November 15, ok 


Pamphlet by ELIZABETH Dy ING, rcortatlian, Awakeng™ 
SMITH'S October and Noveanber ietter . his followers. 


Pamphlet, "The Cross and the Flag", edited by GERALD L. K. SMITH, Christmas 
issue, 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 
Ive BALTIMORE FIEID DIVISION 


# At BALTIMORE, MARYLAND, will conduct appropriate investi- 
gation at the time of the meeting to be addressed by Subject on October 3, 
1944, and submit appropriate investigative report. 


TH: DETROIT FIEZD DIVISION 





At DETROIT, MICHIGAN, will maintain contact with confidential 
in’ormants mentioned in the body of the instant report with reference to further 
activities of Subject. — . 


a. 1l determine by discreet inquiry and from appropriate 
informarts the total number of votes received by SMITH and AMERICA FIRST PARTY 
candidates in Michigan and in any States outside of Michigan where wtes may 


ees have been cast for such candidate, 
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ONFIDENTIAL INFORMANT: 


) 





All of the above individuals have requested that their 
identity be kept confidential in connection with this matter. 
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5 ohn Edgar Hoover’, Director \ ALL INFOS MATION CONTAINED 
Dotted States Departeat of Jurtce HEREIN IS ui ag ee Ko — 
Dear Sir: - O DATE y | 


IN THE MATTER OF GERALD L 


Mr. Smith came to this City a short time ago and desired to hold 
public meetings in Los Angeles but met with considerable opposition. 
The opposition was, in fact, so strong that he was unable to lease 

an auditorium large enough to accomodate those desiring to hear hin. 

I interceded in his behalf at the Philharmonic auditorium for a neet- 
ing held June 25th. Mr. Smith asked me to act as Chairman, which I 
did, end upon announcement of this fact, myself, home and office were 
immedietely beseiged vith numerous telephone calls and deluged with 
letters threatening, etc., intimidating my actions in trying to uphold 
Mr. Smith's right of free speech and assembly as guaranteed by the 
Constitution. I have, of course, received many letters and calls 
commending me and congratulating me on my stand. However, there are 
meny influentiel persons who believe Mr. Smithts activities might be 
subversive or not conducive to upholding our American form of govern- 
ment and that his past activities and his present inclinatign. is that ry 
of anti-Semitic and anti-American. em ree 





I am assured by ir. Smith that your office ts entirely familier with 
his background, his Americanism, andall thet he stands for and I am \ 
asking that you advise me by return mail as to whether-or-not it is 
unAmerican and might be attacking our country in a subversive way to 
lend any moral support or aid to Mr. Smith in any manner in Bh ve 

| his campaign for Christian-Americanism - so-called by him. “ee Sy 


Since this matter is urgent I am sending this by airmail and ap 
no appreciete your reply by airmail for which I am REL HE postace. ; 
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G. L, K. Smith speaks 


second time here. 

Gerald L. K. Smith, “America 
First” leader, made his second 
public appearance in Los Angeles 
last night, He epoke at the Phil- 
harmonic auditorium. 

He lumped virtually all of his 
“enemies’”’ under the heading of 
“communists” and so designated 
a picket line which appeared out- 
side the meeting hall, carrying 
signs charging Smith with being a 
“fascist.” : 


The meeting was. chaired by,! 
newly elected Councilman Meade! 
McClanahan of the 138th district.!) 





Smith Opens Crusars nerc, 
Hints Political Inter ention 


America Firster Scores Communists, Defends 
Free Speech Before Packed Auditorium . 


Gerald L. K. Smith launched; We've put up with these fong 
his America First crusade here|enough; now We're gonna fight. 
last nixht before an audience that) “If you had any public officials 
packed Philharmonic Auditorium here with enough guts you’d have 
despite a Workers’ Party picket/a grand fury investigation (o: 
line that denounced the former)threats against Smith and the ef- 


Huey Long lieutenant with pla-|forts to prevent his meeting}. 


cards calling him a Fascist. 

The hook 
spelibinder from Louisiana 
tacked everything which he con- 


“I'm not going to jook at my 


- nosed. florid - faced {manuscript tonight: they can keep 
at-;my $1000 if they have the brass to 
ido it. My right of free speech can 


sidered out of step with the Con-|/not be bought for $1000, 


stitution. He defended free speech 


“When the time comes that they 


and accused loca] Communists of can put Charles Lindbergh in the 
attempting to prevent his talk. He} gutter and Walter Winchell on the 


served notice that he would inter- 
vene in local politics and left the 
impression that his movement 
mizht center in this area. 

Smith indicated that the politi- 
€a) wine of his movement was sup- 
porting City Councilman Meade 
McClanahan, who introduced him 
to Los Angeles. 

Lands Councilmas 


Speaking of McClanahan, Smith 
said, “The man who presides here 
tonight can be mayor or governor 
or whatever he chooses to be. I 
have never met a Man With more 
intestina) fortitude than Meade 
McClanahan.” 

The Councilman introduced 
Smith following an opening prayer 
by the Rev. Robert-P, Shuler, pas- 
tor of Trinity Methodist Church. 
McClanahan said threats had been 
made against him and his family 
but that he sponsored the meeting 
because he believed Smith had 
the right of free speech. 

Smith made free speech one of 
his many themes. ‘The issue.” he 
exid, "is: Sha)) we who love Christ 
maintain the right of free speech 
in this country.” : 

@cores Management 


of Philharmonic Auditorium for 
the restrictions which it , placed 
upon him and which he enumer- 
ated to his audience. He said he 
put up $1000 cash to cover any 
possible damage to the auditorium. 
another $1000 to ‘guarantee . he 
would not deviate from the type 
written copy of his speech (and 
which Smith boasted he would not 
Jook at once during his talk), an- 
other $4250 for a court reporter 
to record the evening's proc 
ings, a public liability bond of 
$250,000 to insure the building and 
its occupants. Smith said he was 
required to pay the police officers 
’ who were guarding the doors and 
that he had to furnish a riot and 
civil conimotion policy. 

“If you ever intend to break a 
leg, break it tonight,” Smith 
shouted, “I got you covered.” 


Refers to Mayor 


He denounced the itontum” for| 


throne, ft’s time for good Ameri- 
cans to rise up and fight. 
Need For Cross 

“America fs doomed unless we 
put the Cross beside the flag... 

“When I say America first, I 
mean not another penny of lend- 
lease to Russia until she helps us 
whip the Japs. ... ; 

“The Jews who support Com- 
munism in this country are the 
worst.enemies of their own race. 

“I’m not going into the grave- 
yard for an argument, but the 
greatest break America has had 
for a good many years was when 

n was inaugurated Presi- 
dent of. the United States... . If 


‘Henry Wallace thinks Russia wil]: 


surpass the United. States (as 
Smith had quoted Wallace as say- 


jing) Why doesn’t he run for Vice-; 


President under Joseph Stalint” 
Crowd In Square 

Smith spoke from a platform on 
which two rows of local residents 
fianked him. The majority of 
them were clergymen, he said, and: 
asked for a showing of hands from 
the audience to support his claim 
that another 100 ministers of the 
gospel were there. 

Loudspeakers carried his ad- 
Gress outside the building where 
a crowd had assembled in Persh- 
ing Square. A large force of po- 
lice was there to keen sidewalks 
cleared. Thev reported there was! 
no violence. 

In a statement issued today. | 
three church groups of Los An-! 
geles disclaimed any knowledge of 
the “so-cailed California Pastors | 
Committee” whickh Gerald L. K.| 
Smith claimed was supporting. his! 
movement, 

The statement was signed by Dr. 
E. C. Farnham, executive secre- 
tary of the Church Federation of 
Los Angeles: the Rt. Rev. W. Ber- 
trand Stevens, Bishop of Los An- 
geles (Episcopal Church); and ; 
Rabbi Edgar F. Magnin., chairman | 
of the Board of Rabbis of South- 
ern California. 


OPA Files Suit 


Referring to Mayor Bowron’s: e ° i. 
giatement that he hoped Satr: Against Ciro § 


would goon Jeave Los Angeles, the 
“If the 
preachers in this town ever let 
God in on what fs going on here ‘ 
they'll have to elect a new mayor.” | lections on 

Smith's gesture with this re- 
mark left his hand pointing at OPA 


America Firster said. 


The OPA today cracked down on 
Ciro’s swank night gine , for ar 
Jegediy overcharging col-| 
we food and drink bills. | 
In a treble damage suit filed by; 
attorney Stanley Jewell it 


Councilman McClanahan, who had) was anserted that H. D. Hover, 


fust informed the audience that| who does 


the City Council president, Robert 
1 tape: had warned him not to Sunset Bivd., collected an excess 


business under the name 
“Ciro’s of Hollywood.” at 


e 22144 KE in taxon on f and; 





_ Dortmg aly Councuman ieade mean noi 
McClanahan, Who introduced REAL MOL cutest sefiity as ecanee i 
to Los Angeles. d him lease te“unsia until abe Mente Met 

Speaking of McClanahan, Smith munism _ Finis country are the 
tonight can be mayor or governor “I'm not going into the grave- 
or whatever he chooses to be. E/7atd for an argument, but the 
have never met @ man With more|=reatest break America has had 
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Smith following an opening prayer | Henry Wallace thinks Russia will 
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“If you ever intend to break a iforni 
leg. break it tonizht,” Smith oo 


ahouted. “I got red.” = ° 

setors to Mayes OPA Files Suit 
, 16! e 

_ Referring to Mayor Boz, Against Ciro's 


would soon leave Los Angeles, ihe 





America Firster gaid. “If the The OPA today eracked down on; 
preachers in this town ever Jet |Ciro’s swank night spot, for al-| 
God in on what is going on here|legedly overcharging in tax col) 
thev’ll have to elect a new mayor.” |Jections on food and drink bills. 
Smith's gesture with this re-| Ina treble damage sult filed by 


mark left his hand pointing at/ OPA attorney Stanley Jewell it 
1 d ad that H. D. Hover, 





Councilman McClanahan. who had | wes asserted r 

fust informed the audience that who does business under the name, 

y Council president, Robert | “Ciro’s of Hollywood.” at 8433. 

_ Burns. had warned him not to Sunset Bivd., collected an excess’ 

be too prominent if he wanted to/jot $4114.55 in taxes on food and’ 

remain in the council. - - \@rinks between July 
Smith claimed that 1000 Cali-|March 1945. 
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fornia preachers were behind ‘hisi This is the second crackdown by 
movement. - fo s the OPA on Hollywood night spots. 
The following comments indi- : i 
cate the range of his remarks. clubs, including 
“When the New Deal machine}and the Sunset House, 
shot Huey Long they knew the|to task for allegedly dealing in 
man they had to kill to get Te-|black market meat. 





elected in 1936. 
“T wouldn't trade one penteccs-'Oéticer Killed After 


! cher kn h 
tal Drescher, Who all the stutted-|Reported Missing 


convert people for al] the stuffed- 

shirt modern preachers between . 

New York and Los Angeles. Reported missing after the sink- 
on Fistes Fascism ing of a Jap prison ship off the 





‘ There ig no man in America Philippines last May, Lt. William 

who hates Fascism more than Hammond Shoup, 29. of 1927 N. 

your speaker. as actually lost 
“We're not going to let Hitler, 

Mussolini, Stalin or Edwa G. 

Robinson (film actor who opposed | tenant Shoup is survived by a wid- 

‘Gmith’s taiking here) tell us wejow, Helen. 25, and a son, Tommy. | 


can’t have free speech in this city. 4. 
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McClanahan & Gerald Smith 


It hasn't taken Jong for Councilman Meade Mc- 
Clanahan of Los Angeles to show his true colors, Elect- 
ed only a few weeks ago, McClanahan is using his office 
to help promote the per Scie s activities Pa Gerald L. 
K. Smith . 

"McClanahan not only admits but beats that he 
acted as front man for Smith in,renting the Philhar- 
monic Auditorium for a mass meeting aki 25. Fortu- 
nately, the rental was cancelled. 

In the April election campaign in the ‘Bath District 
the voters were flooded with’ pemnnine material on 
behalf of McClanahan. 

That gentleman, it will be recalled, seal “dis. 

approval” of race prejudice while at the same time and 
in the same breath he covertly helped to gastos this 
poisonous Hitler doctrine. - 

Now the ‘hypocrisy and essential sii Asetteaiiaes 
of McClanahan’s attitude is fully revealed; he has 
aligned himself with one of the most rabid race-baiters 
in the country. 

Little wonder that the seople of the 13th council- 
manic district are shocked and are, McClanahan ad- 
mits, “bombarding” :him with criticism. Only McCiana- 
han says they’re not really sigsaiad re only Com- 
munists, ©. 

Ex-Councilman Roy Hariptos, aha’ from the 13th 
District, used to answer all criticism by hollering 
“Reds!” But he learned to his sorrow that the so-called 
Reds were the majority of the voters in his district. 

We think McClanahan is destined to learn the same 
fesson oh, eS 
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Disap olnting 
THE NNOUNCEMENT OF COUNCEMAN Meade McClanahan 
that he would introduce Gerald K. Smith at a mass meeting was dis- 
appointing to many voters of the Councilman’s 13th district who 
supported his election.- 

Smith is the head. of the Aneaa First Committee. a defender of 
the late Huey Long and a champion of some causes 5 with which most . 
Americans are not in sympathy. - 
‘McClanahan stated that he is “alarmed over - the “Communist 


‘ menace, especially since reading that the reds have planned to move . 


their strategical headquarters from New York City to Holly wood.” 

“Smith, according to McClanahan. is hated by the Communists who — 

oe do anything to stop bis crusade which now enrolls three million 
e.” 


That McClanahan is alarmed over the Communist menace is 
commendable. That the Communists hate Smith is doubtless correet. 
But these are not sufficient reasons for a public servant. representing a 
ue of fair-minded, earnest Americans, to align himself with Gerald - 

mith. a 

True, the Councilman said that he had been sstuved that “‘the 
moment anything ts said that is not first class Americanism the meet- 
ing will be adjourned.’’ But his statement indicated that the Council-- 
man was aware of some of the charges that have been made against 
Smith and that there was need for the taking of precautions. 

Councilman McClanahan didn’t take enough precautions.. 

_ One cannot effectively fight Communism by supporting Gerald 
K. Smith. Smith causes more people to align themselves with the 
Communists than he arouses to opposition against them. 

The fight against Communism cannot be won by the stirring of 
class, religious. or racial hatreds. To promote hatreds while attacking 
Communists is.to cause ignorant people to believe that the Com- - 
munists are the only people who are opposed to hatreds. 

The fight against Communism cannot be helped by decrying it 
. at the same time that a defense ts made of Huey Long. as tyrannical a 
dictator as the dictatorship of Communism. . 

Smith. who has been granted his Constitutional right of freedom 
of speech. should grant to other citizens of the United States their full 
Constitutional rights of equality among their fellow citizens, 

No blow is struck against Communism by arguing for the tight 
of a few to rule the many. Communism is a menace because it has 
denied democratic rights. freedom of speech and freedom of religion. 

The United States has reason to be proud of the success it has 
built on the foundation of freedom of religion and speech and freedom 
from prejudices. ; 

Prejudices are not ‘stirred by people interested in the welfare of 
this nation. 

People truly interested in this country’s welfare and the mainte- 
nance of its proud pee are constantly on the selert to minimize 
piejadices, 7".- 

Communism jen’t at war “with Fascism or Fascias with Com- 
mtinism as some would have us believe. Both are upholders of regi- 
mentation and totalitarianism. Both deny freedom of teligion and 
freedom of speech. Both are enemies of democracy. oe 

We will fight them both, and fight prejudices if we would main- 
_ tain the glory of American democracy. 
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Experimenting 
. WHENEVER PROPOSALS: ARE MADE in S Cua s to restore 
world trade some of our Congressmen take the view that we are merely 
being charitable toward other countries. Or they argue that our own 


Avtamests aan hain eareifirad rm Fasoigna interecte ‘ 
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Experimenting a Sk ee ee. and 
WHENEVER PROPOSALS: ARE MADE in Congress to restore = gpy 
- world trade some of our Congressmen take the view that we are merely -Presic 
being charitable toward other countries. Or they argue that our own = =away. 
interests are being sacrificed to foreign interests. ©. 2... ‘plead 
~The Senate Finance Committee has received stacks of statistics on £2" 5 
the benefits of the lowered tariffs involved in mutual! trade agreements plea. 
with other countries. Nevertheless..che Committee voted 10-9 to limit  milita 
Y tariff cuts to 50 per cent of the 1934 tariff peak. = - + i ‘The 

e The State Department pointed out that most of our bargaining 

power with our principal foreign customers had been used up and that 
this proposal would not improve conditions. But the committee was 
unimpressed by this argument or the argument made at the San. 

Francisco Conference that restoration of world trade through mutual 
exchange would help to promote world peace. > 
Experience shows that universal high tariffs stifled trade and preg 
that lower tariffs have tended to restore it with other countries that 

- ave made concessions to us in return. fe Pa 
We experimented with high tariffs without good results. Our 
experiments witb reciprocal tariff reductions have been beneficial. y 


Warning a 
. FRANK BORZAGE WARNS AGAINST a drift toward pictures 
glamorizing gangsters and black market racketeers. He does not want 
the world to think that these people are typical Americans. - 
Those who remember the picture of America that was spread 
through the crime pictures of the early 30's will hope that Borzage’s 
plea is effective. ; ts 
Pictures faithfnlly portraying America and every other country 
can do much to bring about the peaceful world for which we are 
fighting. ’ os = = 
Divided : 
THE SUPREME COURT DECISION, ruling by a vote of 5 to 3 
that Harry Bridges cannot be deported, settles a long standing question. 
It won't change the opinions of anyone. The public has been divided 
in its opinions and the split decision of the Supreme Court emphasizes. _ 
the differences of opinion. Ws fo ede . 
If Harry Bridges never was a Communist as he says. then we 
hope that he never becomes one. If he was.a Communist a6 was 
charged, we hope that he has permanently reformed. __ > Ae 
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Mr, Meade McClanahan a an ; 
City Hal . 
Los angeles 12, Californis 


Dear Mr. NoClanehan; a 


| This will acknowledge your letter of June 26, 1945, with 
encl osures. a 

With regard to your inquiry, I gust advise you that it hes 
lag been the rule of the attorney General that this Bureau hold its 
files confidential and available for official use only. ‘Therefore, 
I regret that under this rule, it wll be impossible to answer your 
inquiry. ° v3 ; 

I om sure you will eppreciate the soundness of this practice 
end understand that no inferences should be drawn froe our ‘nability 
to furnish the inforaation you requested. | 





i | ; Sinceradly yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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“a ghepacter of of case 


“2... 


INTZRY AL SECURITY ~- iG : 


SEDITION ae 
d 





a 


SiiITH spoke at meetings held in Buffalo, New. York, ae 
n April 8, 1945, and in Detroit, iSichigan, April 19, 
945. Left Detroit for San Francisco Avril 21, 1945, 

and held meetings of his followers in Chicago on 

April 22, in St. Louis April 24, Denver April 30, and 

Salt Lake City ‘fay 3, 1945. Arrived at San Francisco 

May 6, 1945, for purvose cf "observing" work of the 

United Fations Conference and will probably spend 

several weeks in that city. Apparently has made no 

vlan for interfering with work of the conference, 

He has stated he will revort.on the conference for a 

grouv of congressmen and thet at the conclusion of 

the conference, his efforts will be directed to pre- 
venting approval of the conferknce program by 
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Letters from the Detroit Field Division to the 
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Francisco Field Divisions dated April 3, 1945, and 
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DSTAILS: At Detroit, jichigen 


Subject SMITH has ‘midéa series of talks at various meetings 
‘within the vast few weeks, the first of these being at Buffalo, New York, on 
Avril 8, 1945. The Buffalo speech was given at the fotel Statler in hat city 
before e meeting of the sestern Honetary Confprence sponsored by thefiuffalo Jco-_ 
nomits = Leagye uncer tie direction of JOS>P= sto. a close frend of S‘‘ITH'S. 





Pe had a meeting of his followers in the Book~Cedillac 

Yotel, Detroit, on April 19, 1945, to days prior to his dejzarture for San 
Francisco. The room in witich he socke was filled to capacity ate vne crowd 
hes been estimated bet:reen 350 and 500 people. es Gigs 
S“ITH discussed principally the probab 

sident Roosevelt and stated he would supoort President Truman, whom he be 
lieved to be a good man, »roviding Trumen would renounce anv connection with 








108X y "! rine of Crinea," "Bretton ~ oods Steal,* and the 
San Francisco ‘Sell Out. Sir” stated that he wes going to San Prereiece to 
"observe the workings of the conference and that he expected to have 27 assis- 
tants there who vould hel» hin to telk to the varios delegates and learn wnat 
was Zoing on. “Ne said that trere were 23 members of Congress, including some 
senators, who looked to hin for informetion as to what is actually hap ening 
at San Francisco an? thet it was his duty to recort to these men. 


He stated that he did not neve any particular plan for 
interfering with the actual functioning of the cenfarence, alithougn he said that 
it misit become necessary to xicket the hotels in which certain of the delegates 
were living, just to let them ‘mow there was a nationalist movement in the . 
United States. SiITH stated, hovever, thet his »rincinal work would be done 

after the confsrence had concluded and thet he “ould then devote his attention 
to def2zating anv »crogram adorted at the conference He said that in order to do 
this, the stratezy would be to delay e vote on these measures for as long as 
possible. He said ‘e would trv to find some patriotic manbers of Congress 
who vould filibuster and would wevent a vote until the United States scldiers 
coul? return from overseas at which tine he felt the soldiers would insist that 
Con'ress kill anv measure calling for intermationelism. Ue pointed out specifi- 
eally that he wanted the soldiers rather than his netionalist group to appeer 

as the versons «= who de.snded that Congress vote against any measures 
adcoted b: VraSan Francisco Conferenc?. 
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Informant alsc stated that°SM—TH said the countrz could 
thank the Nationalists for the defeat of Henry “‘allece last veer, and stated 
the country.would no» be in Communist hands if “'allacs rather than Truman vas 
nresident. Me expressed the opinion that he did not believ2 Truman “ould go 
elong with the internationalist group, and he urged his followers to write 
President Truman frecuemtly and exslain that they were against any international 
agreenents. S'ITY also stat2°? thet h> would send his confidential reports 
on the San Francisco Conference to all versons who m-de don-tions at this 
meeting, whereupon e collection was taken up. Donors were also pronised 
a free cop» af a bok by “americanus,” which S.tITH :.s epnarently distributing. 
Literature pass2d out at the meeting included SMITH'S moithly letter to his 
followers for the month of “larch, 1945, and varios old editions of his maga- 
zine "Thi{eross and the Flag.’ The Bureau was supplisd with a conv of the 
“arch litter in the referenced ranort. 


Informent also steted that covies of a petition sponsored 
by Father Ta INISLLO of Huntsville, Alabama, calling for en investigation of 
tne Peer] tarbor disaster -vere circulated at the meeting. & cony of the 
invitetion for this meeting indicated that it was held under the ausrices of 
the Fational “mergency Co:umittee "representing 21 Nationelist groups," and 
it is being forwerded to the Bureau as en enclosure with this revort. 





™ 


A letter sent by SI?“ to his follovers during Avril stated, 
Ve will ‘tave et least 10 instructed observers at San Francisco." 





In his spril letter to his followers entitled "Bloodshed 
and Treason," S ITY refers to the conference as the biggest thing of its kind 
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in the history of the world and states it “ill represent ‘The supreme effort of 
international politicians to break dowm our national sovereignty." He pointed 
out thet when the agreenents reached at Sen Francisco are presented to the 

United States Senate ‘that will be the tine you end I will have to put up the 
fight of our life to prevent the Senate from aporoving anything that will do 
injury to America's future.” “le stated he was going to the conference so he 
could get the ‘resl inside dope on what takes place there," which would be a 
great helo in fighting the avproval of the "San Francisco Sell-Out" when it comes 
before the Senete. 






whose icentity is known to the 
this informetion did not know whether would ) 


Bureau, who furnishe 
attend. 
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According co S::ITH also »vlanned 
of Los Angeles, Orne, during the San Francisco Confer- 
O° 


tiated with SitITY last vear in 2 plen to declare the 
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\ A cory of the invitation to the Chicago meetings, which 
. were held at 3:00 ».m. and 8:00 p.m. April 22, 1945, is being aent as an 
enclosure to the Bureau with this report. 


oo 
“> 


BFL 


” 


Bien 





Li xe 


According to a SMITH is reported bq 
to have stated at the St. Louis meeting that the a Conference in which the 


United States supported "Russian Communist enslavement of innocent Germms" 
was the "Crixe of Crimea" and SMITH also is reported to have said that there 
were millions of people in Germany who were no more responsible for Hitler 
than SMITH was responsible for the New Deal. Informant stated that many 
persons sympathotic to Germany were in attendance at the meeting and warmly 
received thc sentiments as above 2xpressed by SMITH. 


~ 
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The meeting h-1ld by SMITH in Denver, Colorado, April 20, 

1945, at the Englewood Tabernacle, which is th: church operated by Reverend 
HARVEY SPRINGER, was arranged for by SPRINGSR. Th2 meeting at Salt Lake City, 
which was held at the Hotel Utah on May 3, 1945, was arran b 
of Salt Lake City. According to 
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He tos Ce = he was mking a | 
list of the neonle who had answorc © questionnaire he sont out some months b 


ago inquiring as to whether the »cerson answering the questionnaire could come to 
“‘ashington at S'ITH'S rcquest. Avparen itly & number of people indicet 2d thev 


Fees wee Ce ed Le enfin diend eee ee on ea twascon ts ao cYeSpew seat wea yey 
- + 


could do so, and Si7ITHY told informant that he was going to: usc th:se names at 
the time of the Congressional hterings on the San Francisco proposals. Infor- 
ment thought that SHIT"! would try to gather as many of his followers as possible 
to impr2zss the Congressional Committee of the strength of tc opposition to 
such @ proposal. 


SUTH continu2s to maintain his ‘ashington activitics through 
se eae and ths latter's wif:, MAGDALZNE. The 2 BSARANS live at 132) M 
Stree a 6 abe ’ ashington, D. Cy ‘ae! 













In a contact with :irs. BisRUAN during “arch, SHITH pointed 

nt men me ern fSmen wt +1. at Ln ke: sn Pn we | AnARM A AMES _ meee + 12 asl. 2 on Le tat rt 
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equested her 
to get the nancs of the secretariscs of all important and special committees in 
both houses so that if nacessary sight or ton telephone.calls would :nable him 
to detcrmine what conmittecs ware meeting at a marticular time and what lcegisla- 
tion was b2ing consider2d. 42 also told her he was v2ry anxious to kno what 
was being don in the hous2 on the Bratton oods plan and wanted to know whether 
ths >xlan was boing consid:red by any committes. do Beate sted her to let hin 
know inmediatcly since h2 wanted to arrang: for som3m2 like CAPL HOTE to appcar 
bofora the committe: if t 
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“nen DO! LOHBZCX visitcd “eshington in ilarch, 1945, SMITH 
instructod him to contact ‘Yr. and “rs. BUAR AN and also suggest2d thet he spoak 
to EY 2 th; Chicago Tribune Officc. (QMFis “ashington corre- 
spondsnt for tis niwsoansr end is bslizved to be the individual to whon SitITH 
had rzf:rence when ho stated somutime ago that h2 had a contact in ‘‘ashington 
who was in and out of the hite House sevsral timcs a week. LOHBESCK was alse 
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r2qu2stzd to call on Congressissn Clears sctiaan of ifichigan anc Senator 
Burton K hp -1e ar. LOUBICK was advised that LIBBY, vrobably r-ferring to 
FRIDTPICK  LIBSY who has boen an advocata of a nagotietyd peecc, hed an 


offices in” wee nington. LOHB3CK was advised to avoid contecting anyons "who 
hes bien in troubl:." ‘Ys. BinK‘AN was roquest2d to s:2 that LOHS3Ci was 
taken cars of during Ms visit in ‘-as'ington. 








conics of his monthly magazine ‘The Cross an c Flagi! to all | m DEES of 


Congrzss. He has had 10,000 conics of his seninetcn Kews Lcettir-hsad orinted 
and has ordsred additional larg: quantitics of stationery for his Nationalist 
Nows Sorvicc 
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VIRGIT1I. LOUBSC, who is in cherzgo of ms business office, 
advised informant thet during one wo2k in Avril sho had run off 23,000 viaces 
of mimcographcd litereturs. Ons narticular item, the exect natur: of which was 
unknow-m to informant, was mziled out in the quéentity excecding §,500 copics at 
onz time. 


A pampalst, "hose Caicent is it?" written by “rs. Bil 4A 
: KGL 7B of Dayton, Ohio, is bzing distributcd by him in some quantity. ‘rs. 
GL3B3 is a member of on2 of the Mothers! groups which is closely aligned with 
SvITH. SITY hes ordgrid an edditional 2,000 copies of the book Forty Yoars 
of Poosavz2lt" by eaipeoer 5 of Chicago and has been in contact with Dol LOA- 
BK to arrang: for Sublication of a panphlict written under the pen name 
Wemoricanus," the exact titl> of this pamphlct not being known, but "Amcricanus" 
is b-licvzd to b2 tho pon namo of CARL OTE of Indianapolis, a closc friend of 
SMITH. 


During the letter part of April and the first part of Vay, 
S™ITH had printsd and distributed more than 11,000 copies of his monthly maga- 
zine "Tho Cross end ths: fleg', H: is orcsently conducting a campaign to increase 
ths numbsr of subscriptions for this magazine, and in a istter sent out very 
recently to the prescnt subscribzrs, hs has indicetiud that he wanted the pressnt 
subscribers to send him th: nanes of "good Anzrican citizens" whom thsy belicve 
would be intcrsst:d in "Th2 truth concsrning cvcnts in sashington and el sowhsre." 
S4ITH stated az wantcd the new subscribers to bc poopls named by the present 
subscribers and who wor: enthusiastically femiliar with his editorial policies. 
Th: nam:s thus subnittsd would be sent conias of th: magazgins for two months 
in th: hons thet thuy would thsn subscribc, S‘ITH stated in this letter that 
the tims has com: for him to cxpand his 3zducational program and "fe mst en- 
lighten an incr2sscd nunber of xoonle." A convoy of this lettsr is bzing sint to 
the Burcau as an enclosure with this r-nzort. 


Some of SHITH'S litoraturs is finding its way into the hands 
of mambers of the Armed Fore2s, since statcd that 
SiITH'S Decombsr, 1944, latter to hi cllow Am:rican! 






Ollowsers sntl 20 





and a roorint of an articl: by JOHN CL cntitl2d "Pearl Harbor Blame Laid 
to FDR Blundor," which rzorint hes beon widely distributsed by SiITH were found 
by a mombor of ths Armsd Forecs in a Army "'sapons Carricr at 6th and Chestnut 
Strocts, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Fobruarv 8, 1945. 
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en vith the issue of March 17, It is noted that throughout 
these various issues SMITH follows generally the Yationelist isolationist, anti- 
Adninistretion, anti~Semitic and anti-Communist policy which has characterized 
his other publications. In the initial issue of March 17, 1945, SHITE stated 
that Rooseveld had shocked even his own “palace guard" by admitting he fawred 
Stalin's plan for forcing 10,009,000 Germans into human slavery. Another item 
in the same issue stated that at the Yelta Conference practically every terrible 
proposal originally mde by senrv lorgenthau for the debasement and destruction 
of the German veople was aporoved, 





In the issue of March 24, 1945, he stated, among other 
things, thet the rapid under—surface growth of Metionalisu in America was 
creating a panic in the hite House. He also pointed out that the law recently 
passed in New York State, which “es supposed to renove recial bias » has proved 
to be a monstrosity and actually stimul-ting racial bias. ~ 


In the issue of iarca 31, 1945, he accused England éf hdardirg 
food given her br the United States incrder thet she mient subsequently distri- 
bute it to @uropean nations in awa. that ould build ud political good will for 
anglend. Ho stated that the Yalta agreenent was an abject surrender of -estern 
: civilization to the C. .unism of Stelin and vointec out that exverts believe the 
Javanese wer will last until 1947 end eventually est one-third of a trillion 
dollars. 


The issue of Avril 7, 1945, was devoted lergely to attacks 
neg upon the Bretton “‘oods :nd Dumbarton Oaks agreements » and in the issue of A>ril 
oes 14, 1945, the Sen Frareisco Conference -'¢s condemned beceuse it was allegedly 
based upon secret deals between Stslin and Roosevelt. SIT: yoints out in the 
Same issue that a large sum of money has been set eside br the "pronaganda 
agencies" for the ourpose of attacking e Chicago Tribune, the “ew York News." 
and the "Jashington Times=Herald," ell of which are said by SiMITH to be National- 
ist na"snaj{ers. 


in the issue of #>ril 25, 1945, SMITH states thet President 
Truman is surrounded br his worst enemies, including Henry “‘allace and Sidney 
St Hillman, and unless he cleans out .&this gang," they would ruin him within thirty 
eS davs _ 
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In the issue of ‘“‘ay 2, 1945, he conapleins about tne great 
quentity of meat being sent to Russia while Americens de not receive any m2at. 
“~e also stated that President Truman wanted an investigation of the Pearl 
Ysrbor scandal but that terrific pressure would be brought to bear by ruthless 
and poverful forces to wzevent the fects from becoming known. 

In the issue of tiay 9, 1945, he expressed the view that 
President Truman is a Fationalist anc that his apparent Intennationalism is likely 
en evidense of party regulerity. ‘ie states that wise observors in “.ashington 
believe the S-n Francisco Conference would be a failure and that a propaganda 
cainezign led by a Jewish Congressmen was being launched in Washington to brand 
all rationalists anc America Firsters as Fascists. Ye stated that a determined 
and vicious effort was being made to ston the publication of 'The Letter." 
Copies of all of the above issues are being sent to the Bureau as enclosures with 
this aaah end extra conies of the issues of Farch ‘17, eh, and 3] are being 








e ssme general editorial pores which he has been folloving for some time. 
He praises various troninent Nationalists, particularly Senator Bur 


“Theeler and former Senator Serald P. Nye and Reverend =D. ‘AnD LODGE, 
Brooklyn, New York, head of the International Catholic Truth Sociéty. He states 
that Stettinius is merely a stooge and Harry Hopkins sets out the policy of his 
own Netional imergency Conmittee, calls for a definitiond war aims and issues 

a warning and a call to action to various grouns in the country calling for their 
support of Nationalism and the America First Party against what he refers to 

s the "snenmies of America.) One of the feature articles by Reverend ARTHUR 4. 
“RrINIZLLO is entitled "Indifference is Treason." a 
ap 

In the Avril issue, he condemns the "Baltimore Smear," by 

"certain Jewish Communists" of a group known as American Action, Incorporated. 
He condemns the alleged threat cf Gentiles by a writer in "The American Hebrew? 
denounces “ALTER I™CHELL, the alleged Russian control of the Crimean Conference 
and secret divlomacy. One of the leading articles is the reorint of an editorial 
by United States Senator Harlan Bushfield of South Dakota on Dumbarton Oaks. 
SMITH also devotes considerable svace to the incidents surrounding their meting 
in Chicago on March 15, 1945, under ths caption "Chicago Christizns Victoricus." 


The *‘ay issue contains the second part of the speech of 
Senater Bushfield under the caption ‘Super State Onvosed" and reprints an 
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article from a “iashington Times~Herald" of March 29, 1945, calling for the 
formation of a ne political party in the United States that vould adpeal to 
tSoutnern and “estern Am2rica first and individualist's sentiments primarily." 
The balance of the magazine devoted to editorial comment written by SMITH 
follows his usual anti~British, anti-Russian, anti-Communist and anti-Semitic 
policies. Copies of the March, April and May issues of the "Cross and the Flag" 
are being sont to the Bureau as enclosures with this report. 
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the Chicago meeting of March . 1988, in the cours: of which there was a con- 
siderable disturbance outsid=: the meeting hell, which, according to SMITH, | 
svas inspired by "Jeviish Communists." SMITH has indicated that he believes the 
incidents surrounding this affair, together with the newspaper publicity, to 
bs very favorable to hin. He has reprinted the grezter part of the article 
appearing in his April issue under the title "Chicago Christians Victorious" 
and has distributed this as a pamphlet among his followers. In the pamphict 
he states that the full story vould be told in his April, 1945, letter. The 
so-called full story is set out in this lettar under the title "Bloodshed and 
Treason." Copics of this pamnhlet and also of the April letter ar: being sent 
to ths Bureau as enclosures “ith this report 
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ed copies of newspeper L 4 
clippings from mines ty Cc ribune'/ot “arch 13, 14 and 15, 1945. The 
first of these carritd an editorial "100 “ires “larn of Bloodshed if SMITH 

Talks." The second carricd the headline "Reject Protest Against Specch by 

GSRALD SMITH," and the article of March 15th stated that the police me? 
guard S'ITH'S rally on that night 2 pee ee 























A copy of this list is boing retained 
11¢s ©. : EET and ma of the newspaper clippings 
montioncd above Gia ssn ss: u os 


Bureau as an enclosure with this ae 






obtained a copy of the article b 
in the Jowish nowspaper, "Th or march 15, 1945, containing an 

articls indicating that numwols protests had been reccivod against the rally 
which SMITH intended to hold in Chicago that evening. The editorial from the 

Same paper pointed out that though SHITH had been abl2 carry through with 

his scheduled mecting "ho and his Fascist movsment suffired a staggoring defeat" 
and that "ths fight has not ended." A clipping from th icago Daily News" yg . 
of warch 16, 1945, described the SMITH m2cting and carried a picturc or SitTm+ 
A@longside tho articl<:. An articlso in th2 "Chicago Tribune" of March 19, 1945, 
statcd that the American Lzgion denied having taken any part in the demonstration 
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vhich was carricd on outside tho hall in which SMITH spoke. Thcse clippings 
arc being scnt to the Burcau as anclomres with this report. 
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SMITH has also been in contact with his former secretary, 


BRNARD\DOMAN, who has now returned to Detroit and is working for the rinting 
company (Nich does agst of S'LTH'S pri tig ebccariis A 2 |, 7 
individual named “Be 
and whoSe headquarters were a was in 
contact with S‘NTH on several occasions. “vidently the nave nferred 
with SMITH about were of invortance, but the informant was urable to learn the 
nature of their conversation. SMITH has had some arguments with GEORGS7FOSTER 
of Chicago, who is head of a group in that city known as the "Constitutional 
Americans." FOST2R is apparently angry with SMITH because the latter did not 
Givide with FOSTER the proceeds of some meetings held by SMITH in Chicago some 
time ago at which g€etings FOSTER presided. Evidence of this was found in an 
article by VICTORRIESEL in the "New York Post," April 4, 195, entitled "How 
Genial Gerald Smith Lives the Life of Riley." The circumstances of this article 
are based upon an alleged disclosure by FOSTER that SIZTH is making a large 
amount of money and living luxuriously as the result of his Nationalist activities 
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and that FOSTER has severed all connections with STH. RIESEL states in his 


article that "rabble-rousing is big business today and profitable too." A copy b 
of this article was furnished by Ce =: is being sent 
to the Bureau as an enclosure with Ss report. 


An employee of the Bureau of Internal Revenue, Detroit, 
was in contact with SMITH during the early part of 
1th SMITH'S tax problems. According to Ese 
eee S*0TH and held a lengthy discussion in the course of which 
explained that he had a lot of political enemies and that he wanted to 
talk to some of the "old timers" in the rather than to someone who had 
gotten the job in the last three | stated that he was an "old timer" } 
anc that his policy was to give everybody a break. The contact .between the 
_ since he told SMITH that the revenue agents from 










“ichigan, 
April in connec 












two was evidently made by’ 
the Department in Washington were checking on SMITH and "I don't want this 
against you... . . If they come along and tell me what to do—-well, I don't 
want to do it." then explained that he had contacted SiITH and given 
nim this information since he wanted to give SiiITH a break, 


a = = -: that SMITH'S reaction to b 
the death of President Hoosevelt had been that it was a good thing the President 


had died since it was a case of one man with too much authority for too long. 

a period of time. He stated it was apparent that with Hitler out and with 
Roosevelt dead all those who tried to get all the power into their own hands soon 
pass out of the picture. He felt that the death of Roosevelt left Churchill and 
Stalin in bad shape since to them it was like the death of Santa Claus. 

He expressed thet Truman had been the best man on’ any of the tickets last falj 
and would make a better president than ‘‘allace. 


Agcording to 
mail recentl = i 
from o >, Louis; a 


of Denverj Colorado; from Senator Ge 
Michigan; Congressman Hagen, 













, SMITH had received 
of Prospect, Ohio; 


















ld P. Nye; Congressman 
MER of St. Narys Ohio; and 


S According tc (EE--—_—-——_——----—-————-_  OFlTH'S collection 
id through the mails totaled $14.50 on March 20th and $33.00 on April 5th. On 
ee April llth, the receipts were $28.50. On April 18th, he received over 300 

ae responses from his followers in one day, although informant did not know the total 
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amount of money received. He has evidently been trying to cut down his expenses 
since he has advised infomsant that during the summerti.e the income would be 
smaller and he now had a pay roll of 4228.50 per week for extra help which would 
have to be reduced. On Avril 26th, his donations were $19.50 and on May 2nd and 
3rd, $22 and $23 respectively. On May 12th, the donations amounted to $16. 


Informant noted that the name of ROBERT PO.ERS, one of the 
owners of the Arnold Powers Printing Company of Detroit, had been eddce to SMITHS 
mailing list indicating that possibly POWERS was a contributor. [28 





questionable groups, ineluding Father CHARLES E. COUGLIN'S magazine "Social 
Justice," 


Inasmuch as reports have already been received from the 
Buffalo and St. Louis Fiezld Divisions concerning the recent appearances of the 
Subject SMITH jnthose field divisions, no leads are being set out for those 
offices. 


ENCLOSURES TO THE BURZAU 





Reprint of article appearing in the March issue of "The 
ie Cross and the Flag"t with the word "‘arning"” at the top in red ink. 


Circular entitled ¥Chicago Christians Victorious." 





Newspaper clippings from the "Chicago Daily Tribune" which 
are entitled "100 “"ires ‘arn of Bloodshed if Smith Talks" from the March 13, 
1945, issue;RReject Protest Against Soeech By Gerald Smith" from the March 14, 
1945, issue; \fPolice to Guard Gerald Smith's Rally Tonight" from the March 15, 
1945, issue; ion Denies Taking Part in Smith Protest" from the March 19, 1945 
issue. 
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Newspaper clipping from the "Chicago Daily News" of March 16, 
1945, entitled "Gerald Smith Speaks; Cheers Inside, Boos Out." 

Newspaper clipping from the "New York Post" of April 4, 1945, 
entitled "Labor New and Comment ~ How 'Genial Gerald! Smith Lives the Life of 
Riley" by VICTOR\RICSEL. 


Portion of "The Sentinel't with headlines "Smith Rally Pro- 
tested by City." This is fromthe issue of Harch 15, 1945. 


eee 


Four-page mimeographed letter headed oodshed and Treason! 
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Copies of "The Cross and th2 Flag" for the months March, 
April and May. 


One invitation card to meeting at Hotel La Salle, Chicago, 
Illinois, April 22, 1945, under the auspices of the Committee of Veterans ~ 
“orld Yar II. : 


One invitation to hear GERALD L. K. SMITH at the Book- 
Cadillac Hotel, Detroit, Michigan, April 19, 1945, under the auspices of the 
National Smergency Committee, representing 21 Nationalist Groups. 


One invitation to hear G3RALD L. K. SMITH at the Kiel 
Auditorium, St. Louis, Missouri, April 24, 1945, under the auspices of the 
National Zmergency Committee, representing 21 Nationalist Groups. 


. Threerpage mimeographed Latter sent by SMITH to the subscribers 
of "The Cross and the Flag" requ:sting them to submit names ofrpeople te whom 
he would send two issues of the magazine in ‘the hope they would subscribe. 


Copies of "Mhafetter" for March 17, 19453; March 24, 1945; 
March 31, 1945; April 7, 1945; April 14, 1945; April 25, 1945; May 2, 1945; and 
May 95 1945. 


- PENDING - 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


THE CHICAGO FID DIVISION 


At_ Chicago, Illinois, will, as requested in Detroit Ficld 
Division letters dated ;jiarch 5 and 12, 1945, submit a report on the results of 
the meeting held by SubjectSMITH at the Temple Hall, Marshfield and Van Buren, 
Chicago, Illinois, March 15, 1945. 


Will, in accordance with the request contained in Detroit 
Field Division letters dated April 3,and 17, 1945, submit a report on the meet- 
ings held by Subject SMITH at Hotel LaSalle, Chicago, at 3:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.n. 
April 2, 1945. 


411 check its indices and files to determine what infor— 


mation is available therein c the background and identity of Haire —_ 
of who was dn 
with SM uring the month of April, an etermine the same informtion b 


from the same sources concerning (ze. --isiem and who 
have cooperated with SMITH in arrangements for the meetings held by him in 
Chicago on March 15, 1945, and April 22, 1945. 












THE DENVER FIGLD DIVISION 


At Denver, Colorado, will, in accordance with Detroit 
Field Division letters deted April 3 and 17, 1945, submit a report concerning 
the m ting held by the Subject SMITH at the “nglewood Tabernacle of Dr. 
HARVZ) SPRINGER on April 22, 1945. 


THE SALT LAKE CITY FI=ZLD DIVISION 


At Salt Lake City, Utah, will, in accordance with Detroit 
Field Division letters dated April 3, 17 and 26, 1945, submit a report con 
cerning the meeting held by the Subject SiITH at the Hotel Utah, Salt Lake City, 


THE SAM FRANCISCO FIELD DIVISION 


At San Francisco, California, will follow and re>vort the 
activities of the SubjectSMITH while he is in San Francisco in conmction with 
activities of the United Nations Conference. It is being pointed out, however, 
that no surveillance of SMITH should be conducted and that information obtained 
should be gotten solely through informants. 


Will rzport the results of any mectings sponsored by SMITH 
or at which SMITUY speaks, it being pointed out that coverage of such meetings 
should be effectcod solely through informants. It is noted that SMITH has 
indicated he may hold a meeting at Oakland, California, during his stay in that 
state. 

= 16— 
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Will, upon learning ‘of any plans of the Sub ject SMITH 
for conducting meetings in various cities en route from San Francisco to his 
home in Detroit, Michigan, advise the Bursau, The Detroit Field Division and 
the field divisions in which such mectings arco to bo held, of the time and place 
of such mestings. 


TY DETROIT FISLD DIVISION 


At Detroit, Michigan, will maintain contact with Confidential 
Informants for the purpose of following further activities of the Subject. 


A cony of this report is being sent to the Philadelphia 
Ficld Division in view of the incident which prompted Sub jectSMITH to write 
a letter to Director John Edgar Hoover and to the “‘ashington Ficld Division in 
view of SMITH'S continuing activitics in Wrshington, D. C. 


In accordance with Burcau instructions, investigative 
reports submitted in this particular case are not to be distributed to other 
governmental agencies. 


~ PENDING - 
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7 guly 75, 291s 
Acting Head, Criminal Division 
dohn Edgar Hoover ~ Director, Federal Bureau of rer eee 


GERALD L, K, SMITH, was 
AMERICA FIRST PARTY 


INTERNAL SECURITY = | | 
SEDITION , 
Enolosed for your information in the oned matter is a copy 
of the investigative report of Special Agen dated May 29, bie 
3 195, at Detroit, Michigan. Also attached a copies of the 
= Clay iv enclosed material referred to in this report, 
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SUBJECT: 
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, Director, me a ee . oF oe DATE: * guiy 6, 1915. 


ht: » : 7a £ .. - e 
: GAC, Los Anes}re 7 rn oe ee a 


GERALD L. K. SMITH, with. aliases; | 
4’ AMERICA FIRST PARTY a 
INTERNAL SECURITY -G@ ; 


seit etrice mith the > following information recording 
future paeeee. 





GERALD L. K. SMITH is eae ae for the East, within a week or ten 
days » Visiting Salt Lake City, Denver, and Detroit, enroute to Washington. | 
He will remain presumably about two weeks, maybe four. During that time 
"Ham and Eggs" organization of Los Angeles will book him at San Diego, San 
Bernardino, Fresno, Oakland, and Sacramento. About three small tows in 
areas adjacent to each of these cosnopolitan cities will be booked. There 
will be in all about fifteen engagements. He is returning East fo confer © 
presumably with former Senator Reynolds, who married the daughter of Mrs. 
CI LEAN of the Hope diamond fame, and Senator BURTON WHEELER and other 
isofationists. It is his intention to establish his first regional head- 
quarters in Los Angeles and publish a paper dealing with many local issues. 
Deals will be made with the political outs and minority groups in each . 
community and local action in local pores will be promised. 


= Copies of instant letter are being furnished interested Field 
Divisions in which subject. 41s alleged to be scheduled to appear in order ~ 
that adequate informant coverage may be arranged PEEOE to SMITH's arrival. 


Since the above information is only tentative; SUTTH' 5 definite | 


5 plans will be furnished to the Bureau, as well as to sale offices, 


as soon as SMITH's plans crystalize. 


ALL INFORMTI2N CONTAINED. S 
HERES WACLASSED 


- San Francisco __pofr3/se- BY im ‘BS oe. eee 

_ Salt Lake City DATE — . . ; . es “= _ te aes, 
Denver | _ , (rr 
Detroit | | ee _ p i: 
Washington Field _ ay = 5 ef 
San Diego : : coat nl es a 

; _ . Ub 10 as 


Fy aang 







| 
| , 
‘GOVERNMENT 


DATE: July 13, 195 
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e GERALD L. K. SMITH; AYERICA FIRST PARTY ir. Ghevit——— 
INTERNAL SECURITY; SEDITION ur. Nichols 
2 er Te 
I thought you a mould be pethah Bad a in knowing that a vr. Bzan— 
a ‘en ae ing, Je 
Tele. Room 
kr. heese 
are - : Se : Sores fs Miss Eeahm 
a tor - Miss Gandy_ 
By ge les : empting 
to verify it. 
In the recent past there have been suggestions that Smith might 
attempt to move from Detroit to Los Angeles because of the dismal showing 
he made'in the recent Presidential election. Since Smith is a minister he 
apparently} would no be much difficulty in taking over 
Ents ee ee Avie hy: If he could retain his Nationalis 
g> c “appears to be substantial in Los Angeles, and at the same 
fine acquire the following built up by he would undoubtedly 
take on more significance as a politic ay nothing of the financial 
benefits he would derive from his leadership of these |two groups. 
This matter is being closely followed, and you will be promptly 
advised of any further information we receive definitely indicating Smith 
is planning to move to Los Angeles. 
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4g ".. STATEMENT BY GERALD L.K. BMITH =} 


_  -« @AN PRANCISCO BNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE AND VAN BOT BF peau 
pe! S _*.. IMDRED SUBJECTS © Seg See ; 


4{ JMNote! Bmith is the Mationsl Director of the America First Party. Spokesman ~ 
-— >for 21 Rationalist groupss Is observing andi reporting the Conference for 81 
mm 4. periodicals. He is preparing a confidential report for aix members ef the :- 
=| «United States Senate and seventeen members of the Lower House of Congress. * 
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Be DIRECT QUOTES: ee Fey a 
= 6—- The Communist Party never disbanieds It has been underground and is now -: 
“+ preparing to come out in the open and fight against President Truman and his 
:. policiese Z sssert, upon the authority of Msgr Fulton J- Sheen of Washington, 
DeCe, ‘that the comminists have deen and will cooperate 100% with the Nazi 
_~Sround in thr Bestern (Western Hemisphere). They have established: headquarte 
“Lim Mexico Citys They are using as their Western Hemisphere propaganiists no 
- only native Mazi-Communists, but Commnists who fled Spaine These Spanish R 
_ Who are cooperating with Negrin, are vakuable because they know the Spanish 
language, #0 necessary in South Americas Negrin, Browder and their ilk are | 
“preparing to undermine the Republics of the Western Hemisphere, which, of  _: 
~ gourse, 4ncludes the Churohe | a ES ees 





































F My observations here and elsewhere convince mef that Russia never intended to 
“: gBincerely sooperates The incident involting the 16 Poles am the controversy | 
f .. inaplired by General Tito was intended purposely to torpedo any attamept te | 
y . ‘amite the nations for peace. Russia does not want peace. She wants a European 
2 SPevolution as well as a Qestern Hemispheric revolution, The statements coming 
; . Out OF Paris, Milan and Berlin from Communist leaders simultaneous with the . 
: arrival of Negrin in the United States, as well as the threatening statement 
_ iesued by Earl Browder, gseans that the time has come when every loyal America: 
__ must brace himself to fight the Communist monace.. — ie Pie 


Oe eee ei ; eich : ya | 
BACs 3-I do not oreach racigm,. Accuations to the contrary have originated ; 
with Communists in the hope that they can inspire minority groups to cooperate 
mith them in their fight on gall antieCommunist organizationse These Reds have 
‘* Deen sO sucessful that many journalists and rankeandefile citizens actually | 
-Delieve that I preach racism. The accusation is false. I urge the representat 
8 Of minority groups at San Francisco to survey the technigue of the Reds in 
this respect. The Reds are the ones that will introduce racism into the polit- 
ical fighte I believe that any attack on any man because of his race or creed 
4a uneAmerican and unsChristiane ns 


a 
u 
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: 


“I assert that the State Departsent knows and is in possession of a document - 
_* gonfirn the fact that our representatives st Yalta agreed to give Korea 
- to Stalin retnun for certain cooperatione Ei vie 
~ I accuse the Russians of virtually attempting blackmail on the nations of. 
_ the World because of what they consider to be their strategic position as it 
“Pelatesz to the Oriente . | ft eee 


“ZI accuse the Russians of refusing to “help ‘ws whip the Japs until we have PY-og J. 
‘-to Junk the regime of GhiangeXaieshek in China. r vi 
7 Ss .. a S , f ¥ . 
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- than you can imagines It is Making it possible for us to lay a deep and 


—Quot one of the top Communist leaders of the Nation, who spoke this 


ousands of pre ou B_in our Comminist Youth Movement must ~~ - 
volunteer as hostesses Canteens, churches, eoc groupase wherever 


, Whole world was represented) received a copy of the enclosed statements ‘Re 


that the day of victory for Christian Nationaliem is fast approachings — : 
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GERALD L.K. SMITH 
POUNDER 
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. | | Junee1945 Mes 
Dear Patriotic Friend? | a ; os pe iy 
Your contribution in response to our June letter is accomplishing — 
Solid foundation on the West Coast, which, until now, we have been unable 


to dos The following sensational paragraph appearéd in Los eles papers 
the morning I wrote this letters It speaks for itself, feet ee 









in the United States and Red revolutionary 
zhout the Western Hempisbhere will establist pus 
a o ction (e) 
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month Hollywood, the Los Angeles Daily Examiner reveals that the Red. 
traitor said the following: : Mi OS a 

e rinks - these - eye a th 
ne veterans 


th 
“We must infiltrate 656666nka of tts service menue 
returning om the wars and e Gis yet to be called 


Oo actlone of: , 































hese soldiera, sailors and mar 
to a persuasive voice. = 


eS geek recreation and are prone to -$4- 


d_while we are on the subiect of our future program, it might jue 
- €8 welt be stated now that Comminism has outgrown €8# New York as 3 
neadquarterse Henceforth our activities w evolve i) le 
Where the prestice uence and support of our comrades ne ~ 
ilm industry will strengéhhn our ranks arm carry our p > peop. 


from every walk of life. 


As I promised you, I am enclosing herewith a copy of the press release I . 
handed out the day I attempted to meet with 300 newspapermen in the Palace 
Hotel in San Francisoose We were driven into the street by the police, wher 
I addressed the newspaperemene Each representative of the press{ and the 



















it carefully because I think it contains a prophetic truth which will 
Gradually be fulfilled in the understanding of the American people. — 





If you are entitled to my report on the San Francisco Conference, please b 
advised that the Conference has not ended yet, and the report cannot be. 
prepared and sent to the printers until the Conference in complete. 





Of course, I don't need to tell you that the enemy is very vicious.and is. 
Stopping at nothings If you have seen the Grogs and The Flag for this montl 
you know that the People’s Daily World (Stalin's paper) published in Califo 
has actually demanded’ that I be shot, anf if not shot, put away in prison © 






for the rest of my natural life. 
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I carry on for you and the lovers of tru Americanism in the firm belief 


Sincerely yours, — Fe cos 


__ Ford Godpana rye 


my. acouse the Russians gh their Commnist 4) 










ional, which they 
falsely saic \as disse of having precipitat July election in 
Britians CES wants get rid of Churchill becatisé Churchill is antie 
Comminist. Although I have always been critical of Britian'’s imperialist 
Bicecrsr I favor any cooperation with Ohurchill that will-help him sten 


he rising tide of Stalinism in Britian. 





. a ao not accept thm political philosophy of Franco, but I do know that Franc 


_has the cooperation of the Church, and I am convinced that the Negrin movenel 
and the sowcalled Free Spanish movement are inspired by Stalin's Fifth. 
Colum organization in the United States. n 





I accuse the Russians and the American Communist Party, in cooperation with . 
“the Nazi underground in the Western Hemisphere, of conspiring in Mexico City 
_ wecently to torpedo this Conference and then blame it on the Nationalists. 








-y accuse the Communists and their Cabal of ha inflltered the State Depar' 
went to the end that they have hindered Nationalists periodicals, including 
some Of the great daily nemetarers in their attempts to get news: concerning 
‘Proceedings. Of 











~Z assert that Russia is soabera Viz with the German citizenry and is prep= 
aring to arm the Germans in their plans to communize Europes. I challenge the 
.>RUBBlang to deny the fact that former Nazi officers are conspiring with : 
Rassian officials in this strategy. This is one of the reasons for the so- — 
cout On the Russian side of the former German territ 
“Orye It ‘must be renembered that no German city was ever bombed by Russians. 
“I cannot forget that recently Msgr Fulton J. Sheen, eminent ,uthroity in the 
Gatholic Church, saids " The true materialistic Nazis have been ikasiobian 2 
with the Russian Communists all through the war." 














ite eo. os er: # I an sonyinced that UsBs Senator Vandenbe: 

e too mich Of a statesman to ask the Benate to approve anything that would 
weseuble slogely the original Dumbarton Oaks Plan. Stalin will never surrende 
Shh his right of vetose He knows that Russia is planning to do things that not 








— Republic in the Western ‘Hemisphere, unless it woul be ‘Mexion, would 





Stettinius should resign imped lately: His orig inal eppointnent:. was ‘ony on 
: ac elt "s will, the late President be 

Bry fact, his ‘oan "Booretary or Btate. Now that we have a President who seems 

“willing "to divide authopity, Stettinius should be replaced by someone who 








has) epent a. 1ifet ine fanillerizing himself with world problemns. 


¥ 








er yore: Oharter on the. order of Chapaultepes woulg be satisfactory to ‘wost 





‘Mationalistas Nationalists by and large favor cordial relatiohship with all 


Tnations, provided we are not asked to share sovereignty and provided we are 


‘not asked to shed blood am money without the direct consent of _ the one 








of. the | United States as it relates to every Buch act. = 


: TC ‘as eee an ‘American made ‘oaPu has operated in San Francisco for the’ 


‘express rpose of follotigc , shadowing and curbing the activities of-all | 





; Nationalists tp the cha aad hapa de of ail newspaper's, iarge and small, a 


=o bal 
» . rR a a 
: 


“3 we 


| Me ‘watdonalists ie over ~ the terrible ‘noid Communisn has on our Nation,” Bvt 


We .are encouraged to believe that our Senate will never adopt a Charter whick 


oe ; “Supporte, oertain. secret Geals at. Nalta and the Dumbarton Oaks Plan. 
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oa z ees ae : 
wy persecution ‘ana the attempt en the part of ‘Journalists and other propagane 
kiete ‘$0 Pidioule .our sincere expressions of opinion indicate two thinge: AL) | ‘ 











Danese been ae by the Me ee tine =a ‘here area pala part 
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A CALL TO THE BRAVE, dated February 1945 
THE CROSS AND THE FLAG, #260- 

THE LETTER, dated April 25, 1945 

THE LETTER, dated May 9, 1945 

THE LETTER, dated May 16, 1945 | 


The San Francisco Chronicle dated June 7, 1945 reflected 


that GERALD L. K. SMITH would probably not return to San Francisco to Los 
Angeles inasmich as the United Nations Conference on International Organization 
has terminated and SMITH did not return to San Francisco prior to the end of 
the conference this case is being considered referred upon completion to the 


office of origin. 
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| SEVEN EN ROUTE TO DETROIT VIA CHICAGO, WHERE HE PLANS TO STOP OVER 
ONE DAY. INFORMANTS UNABLE TO ADVISE EXACT TIME SUBJECT DEPARTED 
FROM LA OR MODE OF TRAVEL, ALTHOUGH BELIEVED HE IS TRAVELING BY 
RAIL. RAILROAD COMPANIES UNABLE TO VERIFY RESERVATIONS. CHICAGO 
REQUESTED TO BE ON ALERT FOR SUBJECTS ARRIVAN. ACCORDING To 
INSTRUCTIONS RECEIVED BY THIS OFFICE, SUBJECT SHOULD NOT BE 
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\ See TECHNICAL AND WICROPHONE SURVEILLANCES 
Detroit Pield Division 


Reference is made to your teletype of July 17, 1945, captioned 
"Gerald L. K. Smith, IS - G, Sedition," advising Smith had moved his headquarters 
and that you had discontinued the technical surveillances on his old headquarters 
and installed them at his new address. In the future you should request and 
obtain Bureau approval prior to transferring any technical surveillance fron 


2, 8, Re telephone mumber to another, and you are to be guided accordingly. 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: rn 





— 
SMITH spoke in Chicago on March 15, 1945, at large rally 
held at Plasterers Union Hall. Considerable nublicity and 
pressure from various opposition groups resulted in capacity 
attendance and near riot. SMITH also addressed two meetings 
of Veterans of World War II group held at LaSalle Hotel, hIce 
Chicago, on April 22, 1945. Information concerning these 
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REFwRENCE: Revorts of Special Agent 
and May 29, 1945, at Detroit, Michigan; 
Letters from the Detroit Field Division dated March 12, 1945, 
April 3; 1925, and April 17, 1945. a. \ 
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Meeting held March 
On March 9, 1945, several confidential informants of sartcanin’ 5 
office made available literature and tickets from GERALD L. K. SMITH, amnounc 
thst he would speak at a rally to be held on March 15, 1945, at Temple Sell 
(Plasterers Bnion Hall), 338 South Marshfield Avenue, Chicago, under th@ daepices ~ 
of the National Emergency Committee, Post Office Box 697, Detroit, 31, Mieigan. 
Samples of this literature, as well as all available information relativ _ the 
meeting, were furnished to the Bureau and the Detroit office by a letteyp from the 
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Chicago file No. 100-7744 
Chicago office dated March 10, 1945. 
In connection with this meeting, a lengthy article, which appeared 


in the "Chicago Tribune" on March 13, 1945, reflected thst more than 100 telegrams 
warning of possible bloodshed if SMITH was permitted to speak had been received by 
the Plasterers Union, AFL, who rented the hall to MAXT® ST. GEORGE, Chicago 
attorney. According to the article, Secretary THOMA WLING of the Union stated 
thet St. GEORGE told the union that SMITH was going-to discuss the Polish situation, 
but that DOWLING subsequently learned that the subject was to speak on "Nationalism". 
SMITH reportedly telephoned the directors of the union on March 12, 1945, claiming 


that his prepared speech was devoid of statements offensive to religious or racial 
Prouns and suggested to DOWLING thet the union acnoint a committee to sit on tha 
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platform with authority to stop the meeting at the first objectionable word. The 
newspaper account states thet protests against the meeting were also made by the 
Chicago Council Against Racial and Religious Discrimination, Chicago Civil Liberties 
Committee, and the Btnai Btrith Anti-Defamation League. 


eee 





On March 13, 1945, mas _Jadiiiena cubis 
GN, t= 1.2 phonically Gontaoted this office relative i. “the ‘meet ng 0 pi? 
March 15, 1945. He said that the union's office had been flooded with calls from 
persons either approving or disapproving the union's action because of the article 


which had appeared in the Tribune. 


An article appearing in the "Chicago Tribume" on March 14, 1945, 
reflected that the Chicago Civil Liberties Committee in a meeting of the Board of 
Directors on March 13, 1945, had reached the decision and so advised SMITH that 
the question of the renting of the Plasterers Union Hall was purely a, private matter. 
The article also reflected thet THOMAS DOWLING, Union Secretary, had said that — 
several persons who had called to lodge protests against SMITH had used abusive 
language and that he and the union were tired of "cheap intimidation". | “ 


Various other local newspapers carried similar accounts concerning 
SMITH's efforts to rent the hall for a speech. 
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"The meeting ves held et the Plasterers Hell «t 330 South 
Marshfield Avenue, and sccording to the best estimetes, at least 1200 
Chicseosre rere fin attendence. There is little doubt tre ~ublicity, even 
thou bed es to his eheracter end reputttion, aided SMITH. Without cuestion, 
cgme of the neonle esme surely to see and heer the men who hed grined so much 
notoriety in the press. 


"According to outside informetion, a meeting of more than 
200 plecterers voted to uphold the decision of their union heads, sho, 
orevicusly, had told SHITH that they were in fsvor of free sveech, and 
thet he might go on, ‘provided that they could approve his speech and 
then be on hand to halt it if he devicted from whet he told them he would 
talk about.' In this connection, a member of the union who attended the 
senctioning meeting said that SMITH didn't want to speak from a prepared text, 
and this, he said, accounted for the fact thet the three heads of the union-- 
president, vice president, and secretzry—-were on the stege thet night. 


"Much of the previous ado surrounding his meetings was lacking. 
Outside, a group of perhaps 20 or 25 youths, 18 years old or younger, marched 
about in chain fashion, helding placards and denouncing SMITH in sing-song. 
This, added to the fect thst the brown-out made it almost impossible to see 
five yerds eheed, added an eerie background to the picture. 


ee 
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"A young fellow, who later was spoken of as a recently discharged 
veteran, and who was intreduced as FRED <ISTER, 1100 North LaSalle Street, 
Chicago, opened the meeting. He spoke cf threats and dangers to country and 
liberty. He tried to picture SMITH as a martyr. He referred to the ‘dangerous 
merchers outdoors who', he said, ‘bad thrown over an elderly woman who wanted to 
enter the hali.' 


"SMITH, ~ho came in by a side door, was finally introduced after a 
series of oictures taken by the preas. SMITH alleged in his opening remarks that 
ne vas ‘as cool as I always am'. Yet, this in itself indicated that SMITH vas 
disturbed, but he m2de the most of the situation. ‘'That', he said, 'shows you the 
tyne of enemy whom ve have to confront’. He termed them gangsters. He branded 
them as un-American, and he meade somewhat of an opening 'hit' with the crowd, 
shich was responded to from the audience, when he asked, ‘What would they say 
if we demonstr2ted at one of their meetings?!* 


"It should be stressed that SMITH tried constantly to make the 
most of this situation. He ranted to drive home that the demonstrations were 
not in favor of free speech. He recounted how he had been well and courteously 
received by the nolice devertment. He intimrated that he ciidn't exoect to see 
the chief of soline; in other words, that he didn't think the chief would see 
him, but he put it over with the crowd that the chief's secretery told him 
immediately that if he would wait a minute, the chief would see him. 


"SMITH was still following the same line when he put on one of 
his 'dynemic! drematies in behalf of the plastererg union. He likened them 
to old American lovers of freedom and asked the audience to give them a vote of 
thanks. The crowd rose en masse and cheered lustily. About this time, also, 
the first of the four rocks smashed a window in the hall. He paid high tribute 
to the men on the stage. fe said they were there to check his speech, that he 
had given them the right to halt his talk whenever they saw fit. With each of 
the four creshing stones through the windows, SMITH would halt, ask the people 
+o remain calm, which they seemed to do snyway, and he would point out that 
they were 'murderous attacks! on freedom of speech. 


"SMITH svoke of the 200 protests which came to the union officials 
against his renting the hall. Sixty of them, he said, were absolutely identical. 
He intimated throughout that he didn't want to issue any of his customary anti- 
Semitic remarks, but in this connection, he did so by innuendo. de said thet 
if he read the names of the list of protestors he would be termed ‘opposed to that 
™inority group', and the crowd let out its first real howl. A voice in the 
audience boomed out something and SMITH came back and said, 'A good old [rish 
Dlasterer't, 
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"Horever, SMITH's talk lacked punch. No doubt some of the things 
ned been ruled out by the union. His attacks on the President and his family 
=epre there, in a measure, but he was holding his punches to a noticeable extent. 
In reality, his attacks on Soviet Russia also were only half of what they had 
hosn before. He tested the idea of being pro-Catholic, and he got a fairly 
fayorzble resoonse, and immedistely sét out to cropound the issue. The Feds, 

-e seid, were to kill off Catholicism. He touched upon Itely being Sovietized. 
Ye mentioned a Catnolic bishop, who, he said, was in the thick of the fight. 


"He reveated almost word for word the story about Dumbarton Oaks, 
how he tried to 'crash' the line just to npove that Americans were berred. Many 


of the old timers up front, particular] The Mothers group, had heard it 
before, and he wasn't making much headway. stannee 


ia 


"The most response which SMITH drew was in ris attacks on “ALTER 
INCHELL, whom he referred to constantly as AL PSCHITZ. The crowd was 
“wious. He develoned this subject to the full. 'VINCHELL,' he said, ‘dares 
1ot visit tro cities in the United Stetes--Detroit end Chicago.' He claimed 
bie oeople would take care of him if he came here, and alleged thet SINCHELL 
“ag afreid to come here. ‘When my son returns from the army', *2 told the 
oulience, this first trin ill be to "heat 0" WINCHELL.' The crowd vo~led in 
Selicht. 


"He mentioned that GEORGE VOSE, ~ho formerly anveared with him, 
“no, he repeated again ‘twas about to lose a leg as a result of military service’ 
-ag maliciously attacked by WINCHELL, and that it caused 'bitter agony’ to his 
'tod fearing family’. He denied, as WINCHELL alleged, thet VOSE had ever been 
in the brig while in the Army. He did say that VOSE, at one time, had been 
falsely accused, but ‘when he left the Army, he was given an honorable discharge, 
end across the face of that document there is written ‘Conduct very good!'. 


"He brended WINCHELL's story about his having trod on the flag 
2c @ terrible lie. He oulled out a flag, which he described as a ‘One Worlders! 
*taz!, which he seid he had stepved on *because it is a treasonable flag’. 
Tre crowd booed, and the newspaver photographers flashed countless bulbs. He 
then held up an American flag shich he said had been made for him by a Southern 


~oman, and he made the audience salute thet flag while the ohotographers again 
snanoed a series of victures. 


"SMITH alleged that during the afternoon ‘several thugs’ had entered 
the hall brandishing weapons, and that one of them shoved the gun into the janitor's 
ribs, telling him not to interfere while ‘these gengsters', ss he nut it, 'lestroyed 
“ines in the hall', The cress said the next day thet the jenitor denied ‘-ving 
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encountered ‘the gangsters’ although a stench bomb was thrown into the »all. 


"SMITH drew ringing applause from the crowd when he referred to : 
Sanator WHEELER as 'a real American'. He also drew applause when he mentioned , 
“IZABSTYQPILLING, and he read a wire from Senator BOB REYNOLDS, “hich he said 
read, 'God bless vou in your noble fight’. He drew boos when he said that 
Secretiry MOFGENTHAU had prolonged the war, and, as a result, that 'thousends 
of American boys have died.! He said thet his boy in service has been wounded 
tvieca, hed been & Carlson Marauder, and that the remains a buck private, because 
every time he enters an officer's school, WALTER LIPSCHITZ ettscks him’. 

"SHITH told his sudience thet America First hed now embarired 1™0n 
a new venture--the inauguration of a.nress service, and thst already 26 newsnapers be 
hed subseribed to it. He said that he hed org=nized a Washington lobby vith 24 oe 
organizations behind it. He tried to make capitel of the story tnet EMILY Tast 

- JGLAS, the Illinois Congresswoman at large, hed been denied radio time becsuse 

Mueen Wilhelming of Holland could not appear on a progr=m with a Commoner. He cot 
ore anplause when he stated 'Cueen Fleanor was nermitted to talk on the same 
oregramn, and the crowd shouted "Oh, nol! when he claimed to hava tno-itivet 
informetion that Mneonle in Weshington ere grooming Crom Prince TTY (PO QS=VFT.7) 


Pan thea ween ct danear Ie TO/o 
LOL Se MPS Lit A 


"A man in the audience asked sbout Generel ELLIOT's dog, but SMITH 
reolied only “ith a few tart words svoken with a hush. Since then it has bsen 
said tht the slasterers froyned won eny attack on the President. 


"SHITH was 'drisping wet! from perspiration and called for his ) 
overcoet. The noise outdoors grew more pronounced. His collection vas thorough 
but hastily Jone. ‘Je claimed constantly thet he wasn't going to flee the scene. 

"There vas one vitally different asnect to this talk as congered 
to a former speech, a reaction, it seems, was of some importance. Formerly 
SMITH referred to himself as leading a small minority group ‘which isn't big 
nov, but which will grow with the years’. He spoke of himself and his follovers 
“3 a movement shich was fichting in the face of danger and even de2th. On this 
night, however, SMITH spoke about fighting--about street fighting, and about 
‘One of these deys we'll heve to meet them openly". He drew rounds of anplause 
from the audience for this remack, <nd it was obvious that SMITH was issuing @ 
challenge. fe said ovenly thet his crowd was no longer willing to 'take it sitting 
dowmm'. ‘However, tonight’, he said, 'I ask you to go home peacefully. Do not 
“nster any remarks or charges. They are just waiting to heve you cause vchysical Pe ky 
violence. T have nromised toe uclice eni our hosts thet there ~ill te na violencet. a ee 
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"The thing, it seems, which gave SMITH more courage than 
anything else, and which occasioned him to get hold about future meetings, 
was when he asked the question: ‘Are you in favor of it?' The crowd 
shouted it was. He asked, ‘Any opposed?' He waited and expeeted opposition, 
but it didn't come. He feered no doubt that troublesome factors were in 
the audience and was satisfied that the twelve men at the door ehecking 
spurious admission cards had done a good job, and that the audience was friend, 


"There is little question that many in the audience were German, 
at least decidedly German in appearance. At least 80 vercent were above midéle 
age, and some German was heard in the crowd on the way out. SMITH's Chicago 
crowd apvarently has changed. It seems to have teken on in numbers. 


"The finale to the program was just after SMITH hed left the 
stece. Or. McDANIELS, a Chicago dentist, rushed up on the platform and 
hurriedly read what he said was to be a resolution which was addressed to 
Father COUGHLIN in Detroit and 'implored' him to return to the radio. The 
resolution which received a tremendous ovation, but which was not acted upon 
other than the ovation, read in effect that 'It's time that you return to 
the radio’, 


“A. "SMITH, in place of the former GEORGE VOSE, was 'orotected' by 
e WALLACE GAMBER ,, a former M. P. of Detroit, who, S¥ITH said, was titching 
for a “ittle fisticuffs with that elementt. GAMBER, 23 tough-looking individual 
seemed to acknowledge the introduction." 


According to various confidential informants and the press, 
there was no trouble whatsoever after the meeting, although the efore-mentions«. 
paradere were still in ewidence outside the hall. It was learned thet there 
was an attempt to "crash" the meeting by numerous individuals who apoarently 
had obtained countefeit tickets and were going to heckle the meeting. However 
a groun at the door headed by Dr. McDANIELS, a long-time associate of such 
groups as the Citizens USA Committee, and other Chicago groups, apnarently ¥é! 
very effective in detecting the counterfeit tickets and refused to vermit ine 
bearers thereof to gain entrance. 


Meeting Held on Aprjl 22, 1945: «so 


By letter dated April 3, 1945, the Detroit office advised that 
SMITH would leeve Detroit on April 21, 1945, for the purpose of attending 
the International Conference of the United Nations which would begin at San | 
Francisco on April 25, 1945. ‘The letter related that en route to San Frencis 
SMITH would ston at several cities for the purpose of holding meetings of hi 
followers, and that the first meeting would be held in the Century room of 


! 
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LeSalle Sotel, Chicago, at 7:00 Pp. M. and 8:00 P. M. on Sunday, April 22. 


With reference to these meetings, from the lack of publicity 
it is epparent that FRED KISTER and SMITH arranged these meetings in a secret 
manier, and accordingly, the local press and the various groups who had raised 
eo auch onnosition et SMITH's previous appearance in Chicago, were totally 
unawere of the meetings until after they had been held. 


Actually, two sessions were held by SMITH, both on the same dete, 
and both in the Century Room of the LaSelle Hotel. These sessions were 
attended by the above mentioned informants and sources of informetion, end 
a summery of infornetion obteined by them is set out hereinafter. 


The Century Room of the Hotel LaSelle is relatively small, but at 
both meetings it wes filled to capacity, and it w2s estimsted thet evproxim:tely 
350 versons in all ettended the meetings. FRED KISTER wags the Master of 
Ceremonies end introduced as the first sneaker, DEAN ROKSMITH. DEAN SMITH, 
it night be st-ted, is a frequent speaker at various Chicago groups, such as 
the Citizens USA Committee, and is alleged to be vorominently associzted vith 
the St ndard 0i1 Company of Indiana. 


DEAN E. SMITH spoke in generalities, quoting stetistics of men in 
service of this country as comnered to our Allies. He st>ted that he had 
obtcined hie figures from setnel observstions in -2r zones. He clsimed that 
he had treveled throuchout India, and most oarts of Asia, end haa Cound that 
tne administration of tne war was completely in the hands of the British, and 
th.t the United Stites as usual was bein de the "goat" in this oarticuler 
war. This was obvious, according to DEADXSMITH, in vier of the fect that the 
majority of the fighting was being dots by American soldiers. His entire 
speech was in this vein, stressing the fact that the United States must evoid 
all tendencies towards imperielism. 


FRED KISTER then mede what appeared to be an imoromotu speech, 
in which he bereted the Jews for their cart ip prompting this war. He claimed 
thet Dr. FISHBEIN, who is the editor of them@Jewish Sentinel" ~cs in the audience. 
However, it develoved later that Dr. FISHBEIN was not there, and thet this 
st:.tement made by KISTER was for the purpose of inciting the crovd, KISTER 
made a tremendous number of anti-Semitic ststements which caused GFRALD L. K. 
SMITH to remark later, "KISTFR will probebly lose his job because of his remarks. 
fe Will have to cet another one". 


KISTER then introduced GERALD L. K. SMITH as the "leader of the 
Nsticnelistic group". The subject opened his speech vith the singing of the 
‘Ster Soangled Banyfr", and then sroceeded to point cut to the audience that 
Archbishop SAM TCH of Chicago was in total accord with GERALD L. X. 
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SMITH's various policies. He pointed out that the Archbishop was very 

much oprosed to the Russians and to Fngland, and in that wey ras completely 
in accord with him. forever, no elaborations were nade reg2rding the 
activities of Archbishop STRITCH. Ais next tonic dealt with the returning 
soldier. SMITH pointed out that the Army authorities hed indicated it would 
take three. y-ars to bring the men back from war zones, and in order to 
totally indoctrinate them rit& the Internationalistie volicy, colleges 

were being built in Europe at the expense of the United Stetes to teach 

our soldiers there. SMITH also pointed out that it was cuite obvious from 
the developments up to the present time and from the alibis ziven by various 
Arny officials thet our boys would be held in the battle zones to finish 

the fight for England. He then pointed out that his own son was fischting 

in the Pecifie, had been wounded several times, and that he would do all 

in his cover to have his son return to this country 4s soon as the var is aires 
over and "not to continue fighting for English vossessions." 1 


His next point dealt with the intolerances of the Jews. 
SHITH pointed out thet if the United States would be tolerant with the 
Jema, the same smount of toleration should be expected for Germeny at the 
peace tuble. He labeled the orincinles of the San Francisco Peace Conference 
as "the Dumb>rton Hoax", "The Crime of Crimea", and "The Sen Preneiaro 
Fell—Out". He azain nointed out that it xcs quite aonzrent from the newsnaner 
nublicity viven to the San Francisco Conference tht it was being sponsored to 
oromote the safeguard of British vossessions and to enlarge the international 
strength of Russia. 7 


SHITH's next point dealt with a new Veteran's association. i) 
SMITH nolnted out that“his association was connected in no way with the’ * 
Anerican Legion or the Veterans of Foreign "ars. He vaguely vronised that 

tre returning veterans would be taken care of by his organization, but made 

no definite oromise thet the funds he is collecting will be used torards that 

end. He further made no st=tements es to future rlans for the orgenization, 

such ag specific meetings, ete. 


SMITH made further reference to the Jews when he cointed out 


th.t Lever Bros., Ince, international Jewish concern, havine nossessions in a 
the Pecifie Islands, as well as in Europe, received a tremendous overvayment . uP 
t 


om losses suffered due to the war. He pointed out that Lever Brothers owed 
Some palm trees in a small Pacific island, ~hich were valved at 26¢ a tree. 
‘ecording to SMITH, Lever Brothers were reimbursed at the rate of %50 a tree. 


: As each oerson entered the meeting hall, envelones rere 
distributed with the request that a dollar be placed therein for a subscristion 
to SMITH's publication, "The Cross and the Flag". SMITH made a nasstonate 
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nies for donstions, and accorting to the informants, meny €5 bills were 
vinecei in the basket. It was estimated that at leest $500 or more was taken 
in br SMITH et e=ch meeting. 


On the ge with SMITH, in addition to FRED KISTER and DEAN E. 
SslTH, Tes CHARLES IXVANDERSON. ANDERSON, who was e@ Republicen candidate for 
Congressmen in the Chheszo district in the lest election a notorious locrl 
i pe who has been actively associsted with pin ean Citicens 
YSC Committee, and the local We The Mothers grouo. He was ihtrodvcei by SNITH 


es =p nrominent leader in the Netionalistic movement. 


As indiceted hereinbefore, the audience seemed for tre most nart 
handvicked, enc in accord with SKITH's stetements. It appeared th=t S¥ITH 
comnletely fooled the press end the various opposition groups, es only slicht 
reference wes made in the press to these meetings and then only seyerel dsvs 
after the meetings had taken place. 


The reference revort of Special scent Fated Mav 29, 19/45 
at Detroit, requested inform-tion in the files of this office rel*tive to 
This inform*tion is set. ovt in 
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As indicsted above, these fects were presented to the United 
states Attorney at Chicago, who, as stated above, took no action thereon. . 


Se etree 2 ) 


There are transmitted to the Detroit office as enclosures to 





Mnelosures: To the Detroit Field Division, Letter entitled, "Blood and Money" 
dated June, 1945; Letter entitled, "A Message From San Francisco", 


dated May, 1945. | 
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Dear Sir: 









ere is set forth below information obtained from 
whose b2 
es are known to au, 16 rom » 2945, 
fete, 1945. It is to be noted that the services of infor- 
re discontinued on July 16, 1945, and the 
were started on July 17, 1945. This 
containe the teletype from the Detroit Field Division 
to the Bureau, captioned as above, dated July 17, 1945 





. 


The only information of value obtained from the above 
informants was that om@uly 3, 1945, they advised that Subject SMITH 
was due to arrive in Detroit, Michigan, from Los Angeles, California, 
on August 1, 1945. It was further advised that he was stopping over at 
the Blackstone Hotel in Chicago, Illinois, but did not disclose the 
exact train on which he was arriving in Detroit, Michigan. | 






It ia to be noted that during the period covered by t 
letter, Subject SMITH has been outside the Detroit Field Division and no OA 
activity has taken place at his office during his absence, 


However, in view of the past services that these informants i 
have furnished and in view of the fact that Subject SMITH is due back in Inte 


Detroit August 1, 1945, it is suggested that the verve? 4 De oh 
aaah « ee as 
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Se this office with the following complete report $ 7p 
dated June 4, 1945, on the meeting held at the Embassy Auditorium on 
Thursday evening, May 51, featuring GERALD L. K. SMITH: 
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"7; dmittance was gained upon presentation of printed invitations 
reading as follows: 


ce ; 'This Invitation Will Admit Two Persons to Hear an Address by GERALD L. K. 
; SMITH, America First Leader, Embassy Auditorium, Sth end Grand Streets, 


Los ingeles, Calif., Thursday, May 31, 1945 - 8 P, M. 


Subject: LIBERTY IN THE BALANCE. The terrible Truth and wpublished 
Lowdown concerning San Francisco Conference. Among many others, Mr. 
Smith will discuss the following topics: 


The Truth About Yaltz The Schemes of the Internationalists 
Dumbarton Oakes The Threat of Communism 
Bretton Woods The Super State 


Christ, Our Only Hope 


Om 


ian seen of California Pastors. 


H. LY WENCKEN, Baltimore Sun editor, says: "GERALD L. K. SMITH is the 


yt. of this century.* 
\ LOWE won:s says: "smith, as a dynomie and courageous orator, is unéurpasses. 


ADMISSION BY CARD ONLY. FOR ADDITIONAL CARDS WRITE BOX 2508, LOS ANGELES, 
CALIFORNIA. * 


a "“zpproximately 2,000 people attended, the audience being composed 

= of various groups, among them British Israelites who are followers of Dr. 
J. is. LOVELL, Ham 'n' Eggers who are followers of WILLIS and LAWRENCEALLEN, 
many people Who were seen regularly at meetings conducted by ROBERT NOBLE, 
ELLIS 0, JONES, and T. W HES. 


"Interruption by applause of many of SMITH's statements, in the 
middle of a sentence, indicated that many people were familiar with SMITH's 
propaganda output, for only in that way were they able to kmow what he was 

3 going to say. 


{ “Envelopes for donations were distributed at the entrance, but 

: the dbnations in general appeared to be rather meager. When SMITH began his 
collection speech, many people walked out and were overheard saying they 
wouldn't give him a dime. However, the people who made these remarks aid 


wh es, — Nt SS 2 Oevr~rr-~ ee eee ee Wess = =- Yas 


not seem to belong to any group which at “the very outset was eppeedd to SMITH. 
Many came ag curiosity seekers and were disappointed. 
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"SMITH is not a good orator, though the term 'rabble rouser' is 
well deserved by him. He is not the kind of a speaker who could sway even 
a fairly intelligent group. He eeems to know this and plays down to the 
uncultured and the unimaginative among the audience. Generally SMITH had 
nothing to say which differed from the contents of his various publications. 
He rambled on from subject to subject, always leading up to a climax, and 
when, after he had reached the climax, he received good applause, he added, 
‘This is what America First stands for! Throughout his speech he was very 
careful not to make o straight statement which could be interpreted as anti- 
Semitic, but there were many anti-Semitic statements through innuendo. The 
statement, frequently repeated, that this is a Christian nation, was of 
course understood by the hate gang, not merely as what it appeared to be on 
the surface, but an indirect attack upon non-Christians, mainly Jews. In 
one instance he even went so far as to condemn what he called ‘racialism,' 


but it was obvious, at least to the anetinved, that he did not mean what 
he said. 


; "Before SMITH spoke, CLAUDE As“WATSON, SMITH's attorney, spoke 
briefly. WAPSON formerly was a minister and a candidate for the presidency . 
on the Prokjbjeion ticket. In January 1944, WATSON spoke in LOVELL's church. 
Rev. WES "WiIFT of Lancaster, California, gave the invocation. WILLIS ALLEN 
led the audience in the siaging of ‘Americat and in what seemed to be the 
battle song of the old age pensioners to the tun of ‘John Brown's Body.' 


we "JONATHAN PERKINS read a telegram from ex~Senator ROBERT RICE 
OLDS 


"In the early part of SMITH's own speech, he too read another 
telegram from REYNOLDS, congratulating him for holding the meeting and urging 
the audience to follow SMITH in his crusade against the wun-Christian Communists. 


"In the early part of the meeting, SMITH also 


eh Pen oo os 


read 4 te 
J. EDGAR HOOVER, which was in reply to a letter that SMITH had written to 
HOOVER. 


"It appears that the owners of a building in Philadelphia insisted 
that SMITH's organization leave its rented premises at a moment's notice, 
and the owners claimed that this was being requested of the SMITH group 
because the FBI wanted it. SMITH protested to J, EDGAR HOOVER, and in his 
reply, which SMITH read, HOOVER stated that tho FBI had nothing to do with 
it and there was an implied disapproval of this action. SMITH acted as if 


he really had something of importance there and played b Ee up big ‘for the 


benefit of the audience and dared the press to print the story. 


a ie 
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“SMITH devoted considerable time to telling the story of the trouble 
he had in San Franciseo trying to get hotel accommodations. He emphasized how 
many foreigners were there, all of whom were given hotel accommodations by the 
State Department, which had absolute control over all first class hotels, 
while he, the great Mr. SMITH, was turned dom in spite of the fact that he 
represented so and so many hundreds of thousands of Christian Americans, several 
nationalist newspapers and so and so many nationalist drganiszations. He paid 
tribute to some courageous and upright people in San Frpncisco who stood by 


him and arranged for a room in a second clasa hotel. F 
i 





me 


{ 

_ “Then he tried to give a very vivid account of some tremendous 
pressure allegedly brought to bear upon the management of the Embassy 
Auditorium to cancel the lease he had. He said the people threatened 
violence, that they would bomb the place, that they would spit on the 
people who would come, etc., etc. He said the Embassy Auditorium was so 
harassed that they could not attend to their regular work, but that they i. 
stood by their contract. The only way to kill off GERALD L. K, SMITH, he 
added, would be to kill him, but if the red rats did do that, 10,000 little 
Smiths would rise to continue the fight for good old America First. He made 
himself out as quite a courageous hero and complimented the people who had 
courags to sit on the platform with him Tf they would not believa in Christ, 


Tidy Wah Ad ES > wean Se ee ——= 


they would not be here on the platforn. 


"While he was still on the subject of his own heroics, he stated 
that when war broke out the New Dealers and the radicals had planned to put 
him, REYNOLDS, LINDBERG, WHESLER, NYE, and FISH in a concentration camp. 

As a matter of fact, the concentration camp was all prepared but here he was 
free, speaking for 4merica First, and the others were free too. 


that Los Angeles was full of Communists and 


= & 

from the audience when he added that eee Aili om a few Comnunists too. 
He quoted o statement allegedly made by Mayor-BOWRON, according to which 
BOWRON is supposed to have said that he will see to it thot the meeting is 
protected, but the sooner SMITH leaves the better he would like it. He 
dwelt upon this for quite some time, saying that he accepted the first part 
of the Mayor's statement, but regarding the second he answered the Mayor 
that he will stay in this city as long as he pleases. 


a) 
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a I would n 
move in on any of the crackpot racketeers, for he said that o prophet can oe 
always be told by the opinion the people have in his own home town. He 

claimed to have a tremendous following in Detroit, and 600,000 members in 

the State of Michigan. He boasted of having 30 people on his staff in 

Detroit and how eager he was to return to his home town. 


tly SMITH felt that he should expl in 
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"Returning to what seems to be one of his favorite subjects, the 
alleged persecution of himself by snoopers of private ageneies as well as 
government agencies, he snid that he had been investigated by everybody, 
including the Treasury Department, which went way back to his income tax 
reports in the early '30's, but that he is clean and has nothing to fear. 
He made frequent references to the red rats he was fighting, implying that 
all these investigations and other troubles he had are due to then. 


"He made an outright statement that he and ex-Senator ROBERT RICE 
REYNOLDS are working together in the cause of Nationalism and against Communism. 


"To illustrate how bad the Bolshevics are, he told the tale, ac- 
cording to which the Russians were holding hundreds of thousands of American 
prisoners of war until STALIN gets what he wants regarding Poland. He said 

ioe that the Communists have an organization all set up through which they hope 
( to gain contro} of the returning veterans, but he, SMITH, would see to it 
that their plans would fail; otherwise we would have a bloody red revolution 
within two years. 


"He stated that he regantly visited in the home of HAMILTON-FISH, 
and it took EARE-BROWDER, TOMDEWEY and President ROOSEVELT to defeat hin. 
He said that if it had not been for the conniving on the part of the Ad- 
ministration, which rearranged the Congressional districts, FISH would have 
been reelected. In connection with this story,.he aidsthat o bill was pre- 
pared by the Administration and given to Senator :ORNSON of Colorado to 
introduce. It was the War Manpower Commission bill which, if it had passed, 
would enable the Government to move labor from one city to ancther to fill 
important war jobs. He said that at the last minute Senator JOHNSON realized 
that this would enable the New Dealers to shift populations in such o manner 
that they would control all future elections so Senator JOHNSON fought his 
own bill end prevented its becoming law. | 


tm connegtion with his reference to HiMILTON FISH, he also re- 
ferred to CHARIFSLINDBERGH again, saying that the smear of LINDBERGH, the 
greatest hero of our time, if proof of how low we have sunk. 


~ "He attacked WALTER WINCHELL, whose real name is supposed to be 
/CEPSCHITZ. He called him the usual kind of names, said he is. ashamed of 

his real name, and every time he goes on the air on Sunday evening he creates 
more anti-Semitism than anyone else. He denied that his own group is anti- 
Semitic. He related stories he often told in his publications, that “INCHELL 
had accused him of spitting or trampling on the American flag in Buffalo, 

New York, and that he, SMITH, instituted a libel suit against WINCHELE and 
the radio station network, but the attorneys are dragging the case out. He 
added that the people in this country are beginning to wake up to the fact 
that the newspapers and the radios are lying. 
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"Speaking of Son Francisco, he said that he had brought with him a 
staff of twelve people, approximately, to act as observers, and that he was 
preparing a report on the San Francisco conference for seventeen Congressmen 
and 5ix Senators. He added that he had enough information which will enable 
these stalwart Senators and Congressmen to prevent ratification of the San 
Francisco charter. 


"He condemned what he called the Churchill-lovers and the Stalin- 
lovers, but realizing that he had many British Israelites in his audience and 
that part of the statement might offend them, he said that the real British 
people are not in control in England, but rather the international bankers, 
etc., just as here in America. 


"Then he started ranting against the people who are raiding our 
treasury and want to give away everything that Uncle Sam has. He said that 
every veteran should be given $1,000 when he is discharged from the service.... 
‘What is wrong with taking care of jAmerioa first?' To put his point over, he 
related the story told by Senator BUTLER some time ago (which was later proved 
entirely wrong), according to which our Government has squandered six billion 
dollars in South America. SMITH would have preferred to see this money go to 
the returning veterans. 


"He made it quite plain that he believes foreigners are really 
running the country and have their hands in the treasury till. He said 
that they even went so far as to try and get Uncle Sam to finance their 
peacetime budget. 


| “In order to further show wheat suckers we are, he named a figure 
running into the millions, which we ore alleged to be paying for rent of 
land in India, and that we are paying the fAuBtralions for every fruit-bearing 
tree that is being demaged by our boys while fighting to save their land. 


"He also made*reference to our paying monthly sums to the Japanese 
in prison camps and put in juxtaposition to this a story according to which 
a veteran he had just met, who had lost half of his leg, was getting only 
$11 a month. 


"Then he built up his audience for a high spot in his speech. He 
called it the Crime of Crimes. He spoke of President ROOSEVELT's -trip to 
Yalta and added that ‘when anyone tries to become all-powerful the Lord 
steps in and stops him.' He said that he was trying to speak of the dead 
President with reverence, but this particular statement, which implied that 
God had punished ROOSEVELT, did not seem to go over very well in parts of the 
audience. He said that President ROOSEVELT was a sick man when he left, but 


mh 


he died when he aimply couldn't face the American people to tell them how he 
had sold out at Yalta, and that is what killed him. He also implied that 
President ROOSEVELT's mental capacity was such that he was easily outsmarted 
at Yalta. He said that all the servants at Yalta were really doctors dressed 

— up as servants, and it was their job to observe ROOSEVELT,and STaLIN got the 
report from them that ROOSEVELT was a dying man so STALIN took full advantage 
of that knowledgs. 


"He constantly harped upon the British Commonwealth having six votes 
in the World Security organization and Soviet Russia has sixteen, while the 
United States has only one. He demanded that we stop sending lend-lease to 
Soviet Russia unless she comes in to help us to defeat Japan. He claims that 
a secret document wos discovered during the San Francisoo Conference, according 
to which STALIN told ROOSEVELT and CHURCHILL that he would join the fight 
against the Japanese only if he would get Korea and Menchuria and if he oould 
bolshevize poor Christian China. 


"He quoted the Denver Post~-which has the worst reputation as a 
yellow journal in tho United States--as authority for a story according to 
which ST/.LIN did not believe that ROOSEVELT had really died, and he instructed 
someone in Washington to demand to see the body, but he was never permitted 
to do so. It was SMITH's theory that STALIN thought that ROOSEVELT was really 
pxlive but pretended to be dead in order to get out of the commitments he made 
in behalf of the United States at Yalta. 

"He told his audience, in another part of his speech, that they 
should go home and go down on their Imees and thank the Lord that when 
ROOSEVELT died, not WALLACE but TRUMAN beoame the new President, and after 
he had told the ‘show me the body' story, he went into a paean of praise for 

- President TRUMAN ond Grandma TRUMAN. He only hoped that TRUMAN would take 
out all the New Dealers, foreigners, and red rats which had invaded neeIeDE* 
ton and which constituted the Washington bmreaucracy. 


"He seemed to be trying desperately hard to say something of im- 
portance in connection with the San Francisco conference, but g21 he. could 
think of was to give his audience the assurance that Senatom-WeEELER wottl'd 
fight ratification of the treaty. In connection with this, he asked how 
many of the people in the audience would like to hear Senator WHEELER at 


some big rally, perhaps at the Hollywood Bowl. Many hands were raised. 


> 


"Still trying to say something about San Francisco, he referred 
to Dumbarton Oaks as Dumbarton Hoax and told the story of how he and Mrs. 
——4MITH went to Bretton Woods and demanded to be granted admission, how he 


was stopped by a Military Police sentry who explained to him that he had 
orders to shoot anyone who would try to get in. He also related that even 
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4faU. S. senator had tried to get in, the M.P. would have had to shoot him. 
The angle, of course, was that some foreigners were on the inside knowing what 
was going on, while good Christian, nationalist Americans like GERALD L. K. 
were kept in the dark. He claimed that he had taken newspapermen with him 
in order to demonstrate to them how wrong it all wes. In rect 5” } ai x, 
this, he spoke in a very undignified manner of Secretary of Sta Seettrr NIU. 
"nother on his list of men in the Government to be vilified was 
HARRYHOPKINS. He told in great detail how the third Mrs--HOPKINS got 
BARNEY“ERUCH to throw a big party in the Carlton Hotel in Washington in 
honor of Mr. and Mrs. HOPKINS. He described the party. Each plate cost 
$110 and fifty-six people were present. The most expensive champegne-- 
vintage 26~-was served, and all the ladies were given perfume which cost 
$40 an ounce. He played up the story for all it was worth, but he must 
have forrotten to say something about imported caviar. 
";nother son connected with the Government whom SMITH does 
not like is CLA WICKARD. Jt oppears that CLAUDE WICKARD's father is 
running a farm in Indiana, and he related how newspapermen had discovered 
that while the Secretary of Agriculture called on the nation to tighten its 
belt, old man WICKARD wos swimming in o world of plenty. He enumerated so 
and so many hundreds of pounds of meat, so and so many pounds of butter, 
ete. He said it would require ration stamps given to one person for thirteen 
years to buy all the food that old man TWIOKARD had, and his son should have 
been sent to Atlanta as a black marketer. While talking of rationing, he 
told the story that some oleomargarine wos shipped to Soviet Russia on lend- 
lense basis, but the Russians refused to take it so they got butter. So. he 
cried: ‘Butter for america first,' which brought a tremendous hand. 


“He made the usual remarks about the ..itlantic Charter and the four 
freedoms, saying that they were just drafted for the benefit of newspapermen, 
radio commentators and propagandists, but they were absolutely meaningless. 
He was very bitter in denouncing President ROOSEVSLT for explaining to the 
world with a shrug of the shoulders that there was no Atlantic Charter. 


"He made some remarks about TRUMAN’s sending HOPKINS to Moscow, 


but the writer does not recall details as given by SMITH. However, in 
another instance he gsugeested that if HENRY-7ESLLACE likes Soviet Russia 


Neh et Wd a Boss Wiss 44S OF wae Ws wi FF ae Pst eS SS FF A ede NE te aw Ta SO Re 


so much, why doesn't he and all the other STALIN lovers go there. 


“He worked hinself into quite a sweat about the alleged plan to 
create a super state and said that there will be no super state about the 
Tnited States and no fleg of the super state above the Stars and Stripes 
and no Constitution above the Constitution of the Mnited States as long as 
there is blood pulsating in GERALD’s veins. 
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that the benbing attack wae engineered in Bee ecany it appeared that he 
os coming to a climax, but it turned out to only the build-up for the ola 
: The climax itself was the story of TYL NT. He told it in a very dramatic 
fashion, but there was nothing new in it, at least to persons who read his 
literature regularly. He described KENT 's family, his father being © Korean 
diplomat, his mother a distinguished lady from Virginias how TYIER KENT served 
as a code clerk in the American Embassy in Moscow but was anti-Commumist and 
the Communists had him transferred out of Moscow, and he then went to London. 
In London he decoded 3500 eode messacas which passed hetween ROOSEVELT and 
CHURCHILL, and CHURCHILL stated in one of these messages to ROOSEVELT: ‘Join 
with me and we will rule the world.' SMITH reported thatGHURCHILL and 
ROOSEVELT conspired to get America into war, and when KENT realired this he 
thought only of how he could get this story to America. Finding himself 
unable to leave, he turned the information over to a member of Parliament, 
—RLMSEY . (SMITH. did not mention that RAMSEY was a member of MOSELEY's British 
Fascist Black Shirt Party.) He related how RiMSEY tried to tell the story in 
the house of Parliament and how he was arrested. He also told how TYLER KENT 


was fired from hie job, thus losine his dinlomeatic imnunity, mmeaiarreastand and 


— he > & & wt & & Wit a4 > ww os > a &. Wire wea le es a att ~J al we 2. ww red ee ee 
o r ? 


is now languishing in jail o on the Isle of Wight. 


»t Harbor dm 


"Then he told how TYLER KENT's mother was convinced that her son 
was innocent; how she took $5000 from her savings and sent a capable news- 
paperman to England to interview TYLER KENT, but when the newspaperman re- 
turned he was afraid to testify, but that he, SMITH, has this newspaperman's 
originol manuscript on the whole KENT case, initioled by Mra. KENT, and that 


is the reason why be, SMITH, was refused permission to talk in San Francisco 
fa the State Renartment mew that SMITH would break the case wide onen if he 


wWeew Bw we Pete Masewssw sate Teme YT WAN de ook ww ewe Be oe waew nd vos 


had a platform. SMITH also mentioned that e commentator on a national network 
told the TYLER KENT story. He did not name the commentator, but he was obvi- 
ously referring to UPTON CLOSE. He shouted that if KENT is guilty he should 
be tried on imerican soil by American judge and jurors. Of course he did not 
tell the sudience that TYLER KENT turned his information over to German espion- 
age agencies. 


“From this he led over to his drive for contributions, offering to 


dle who make donations &A copy of his TYLER KFNT manuscript and subscrip- 
ons 


to his paper, 'The Cross and the Flag.'* 


( 
\ 


neo 
ta 


ti 


"In order to get as many people as possible to make donations, he 
said that he was holding another meeting next Monday night (June 4) and that 
&11 those who donated would receive an invitation; however, he would not make 
known the place where the meeting is to bs held so that the management of the 
hall would not be harassed like the management of the Embassy auditorium. 

He said that admission cards would be put in the mail so that they would 


not reach recinients before Monday. 


Wer SV Ye peeve 
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tafter the contribution envelopes were collected, he said he had 
intended to speak longer but apparently he sensed that the audience had had 
enough and he brought the meeting to an end after inviting people to come 
to the front and shake hands with him and after reciting the Lord's Prayer. 
The meeting broke up around 10:30 p.m. 





‘on the stage also were Mrs. SMITH, who was introduced, Mrs. PERKINS, 
and Rev. SWIFT’s wife. Also an unidentified woman who belonged to the 
America First Committee, and SMITH's secretary (male). 
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attended the meeting of GERALD L. K. 
SMITH at 8 p.m. on May 31 at the Embassy Auditorium, Los Angeles, and furnished 
the following information: 


‘"on the evening of May 31, 1945, the sudject was the principal speaker 
at a meeting held in the main assembly hall of the Embassy Auditorium. It is 
noted that apparently considerable pressure was brought to bear on the audi- 
torium management on and before the date of the meeting in an effort to get 


the meeting canceled. It is known that the FBI office received several mm- 
plaints in this regard, several of which were known to come from Communist 
Party elements. CP headquarters office was definitely disturbed by the fact 
of SMITH's being allowed to speak in Los Angeles. It is reliably known that 
the AYD forwarded a telegram to the Department of Justice requesting an in- 
vestigation of the SMITH meeting in Los 4ngeles. Also, other liberal groups 
in this vicinity had some part in attempting to prevent the meeting from 


taking place. 


"This hall has a capacity of 1800 seats. By 8 p.m. the entire seating 
capacity was filled and the overflow sat or stood in the aisles both in the 


main floor and in the balconies. The crowd was estimated as from 2000 to 2200 
people. Throughout the entire meeting there was no heckling and the crowd was 
obviously overwhelmingly enthusiastic for the main speaker. CP figures, so 
far as could be observed, were conspicuous by their absence. 


"after the meeting got under way, there were some eight or ten people, 
both men and women, on the platform, including GERALD L. K. SMITH and his wife; 


the Reverend JONATHAN &. PERKINS, head of an organisation called Committee of 


wehbe EY we Wee WSS Le ies & Lddhdh aati 9 enue Ae ——s aa a Se ee SS 


California Pastors, under whose auspices SMITH was speaking; Mr. CLAUDE-WATKINS, 
attorney and recent oandidate for Governor of California on the Prohibition 
ticket; and one of the ALLEN brothers, either WILLIS or LAWRENCE, of the Group 
Payroll Guaranteo Assaciation (commonly know as ‘Ham 'n Eggs'). They all got 

a big hand from the crowd as they filed out onto the platform. A few patriotic 
songs were sung by the audiance, after which preliminary remarks were given by 
the Reverend J, Ex-PERKINS, ‘who introduced Mr. CLAUDE WATKINS. WATKINS made & 
brief talk, stating he did not know what GERALD L. K. SMITH was going to say 


this evening and that he, W.TKINS, might not agree with everything he did say, 


— 
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but that WATKINS would defend to the utmost SMITH's right to speak and say it. 
He thereafter introduced Mr. G, L. K. SMITH, who gave the principal talk. 


"fhroughout his address SMITH blasted Communism and what he termed 
the double dealing of Soviet Russia. He also talked on what he called the 
Crime of Pearl Harbor and the Tyler Kent trial in Great Britain, saying thet 
he wanted to know the real story behind both these events. Throughout his 
talk SMITH based his address on the principle of America First as a Christian 
and peace-loving nation. He told how he had recently come from San Francisco, 
where he had gone to cover the United Nationa Conference for some eighty pub- 
lications, as he claimed, but that pressure was brought to bear and he was 
prevented from holding any meetings there, 


"During his talk SMITH referred to the fact that pressure had been 
attempted to have his meeting canceled in Los ..ngeles through threats, as he 
said, to blow up the hall and run him out of town. However, he said, this was 
an old story to him, and he blamed it on the Communist element whom he olaims 
to be fighting. He said that one complaint had even been received by the 
auditorium that the FBI did not want him to hold the meeting. SMITH said, 
however, that this charge also had been made against him before and he told 
the crowd about a recent giant meeting he had held in Philadelphia where the 
same complaint had reached him. He said that he had thereafter addressed a 
letter to Mr. J. EDG..R HOOVER of the FBI in Washington, and had received a 
letter in reply which he desired to read to the crowd in Los jngeles. He 
thereupon reod aloud a letter from Mr. HOOVER, stating in effect that the 
FBI had made no effort whatever to investigate or prevent his speaking in 
Philadelphia, and that no representative of the FBI had ever or would ever 
{interfere in the slightest degree with the civil rights of Mr. SMITH or of 
anyone else. The letter as read roceived a tremendous reception from the 
crowd, during which SMITH handed it over the edge of the platform to a rep- 
resentative of the press, urging the press to print it in full if they dared." 


No disturbance occurred up to the tine{fiert the hal] at approxi- 
mately 10:30 p.m. 


covered tho meeting of GERALD L. K. SMITH on Thureday 
night, May 51, at the Embassy Auditoriun, 843 South Grand Avenue, Los Angeles, 
et which subject spoke. tated that SMITH's main topic appeared to be 
opposition to New Deal bureaucracy and communism. SMITH did not offer any 
program whidh would take the place of sither of these systems. He merely 
spoke on a loose series of adverse incidents which he blamed on either one 
of the aforesaid systems, which he opposes. sAacording to SMITH, the latter 
came to the West Coast in order to organize the people against the red menace. 
It was observed that no disturbances or heckling were evident at this meeting. 
Only about a half dozen members of the armed forces in uniform were seen in 
attendance, and no one wearing the cap or other identification of a Legion- 
naire was observed. 
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was held at the home of LEON T,-@@RY and his wife, STELLA, 907 Mountain View 
Terrace, Slhambra, California, on June 1, 1945. It is well know in Alhambra 
that Mr, CORY, who is a custodian of the Alhambra public schools, is a member 
of the Ku Klux Klan and is always talking in behalf of the KKK. At this 

meeting the following automobiles bearing 1945 California license plates were 


noted; however, there was no evidence of GERALD L. K. SMITH's presence at this 
meeting. 


advised that through rife, B2 observation a meeting 
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& review of instant file reflects that numerous public and civic 
? leaders of Los Angeles telephonically protested to this office. regarding 
SMITH's Los Angeles public appearances. 
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L A 100-7945 
UNDEVELOPED LEAD 


LOS ANGELES FIELD DIVISION 


AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA: 10 
? 


Will interview ceed for details 
concerning subject's activities, meovings, ans While in this area. 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS 
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These informants requested anonymity. 
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SUITd first arrived in San Franelsee en April 6, 1945, 
See ee ye ae eG oe Califernia, where he arrived on 
May 26, 1945. It is te be noted that SuLTi's activities while in San Fran- 
Sires (hk Gc bska’ co ock cd 1d ths ctaiceses ref Spesisl Ageat ED ae 
Bowever, 
is belag yopert. whieh is deened 
pertinent te SMITH’s estivities while en the feet Const. 


Shortly after siItii's arrival ia Sea Preacisoe he 
prepared e release dated May 9, 1945, enptianed “Gereld L. Kk. Suith 
Conseraiag Sea Freacisce 











"+B. X am spokeoema for 71 Baticanlist Organizations, inslefting 


"6G, We are reporting cur inpreesions te Gl periodicals. 
"tp, X am meeting Gnily with suorion First leaders fren all éver 
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Portland, San Francisco, Oakland, Los angeles, and Long 
Beach. 


"ti. I am preparing a confidential report for 6 members of the 
Senate and 17 members of the Lower House -—- upon their 
request.* ne 


MBIRECT QUOTES CONCERNING CONFERENCE 


"tl, Mationalists oppose approval of any plan er program which 
might jeopardize our national sovereignty. 


nt2, The Imperialistic policy of Britain makes us averse to eny 
policy which will share our sovereignty with the British 


( | Empires 


nt3,. We do not believe in the basic integrity of the Russian Govern- 
ment. At least we do not believe that we can afford to share 
our sovereignty with a nation whose policy violates our basic 
traditions. 


"th, We oppose the Dumbarton Oaks Plan and its companion measures 
for three main reasons: 


Its World Police program 
The plan to subsidize <vreign nations financially 


It tends tows-- * Super State. 


—_ + se 


ruspired the respect of the great rank and file of our 
populations It makes for future wars, rather than for future 
peace, 


. hers-*¢ the Conference has already failed. It has not 


"t6, We believe that the ultimate conclusions reached here in San 
Francisco will not be approved by the United States Senate. 


*'7. I prophesy that the two men who will eventually be responsible 
‘ for its defeat will be United States Senator Burton K. Wheeler, 
\ . and United States Senator Arthur Vandenberg. Mr. Vandenberg 
SQ is basically a Nationalist, recent statements notwithstanding. 
His conscience will not permit him to support a pact founded 
oa injustice. 


"'8. This is not a peace conference, and the spirit of peace does 
not prevail here. It represents power politics at its worst. 
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"t9, We are setting up @ lobby in Washington. It is our belief 
that more than 100 organizations in America within the range 
of our influence will actively oppose the adoption of the 
San Francisco Plan by the United States Senate.'* 


This release is being forwarded as an enclosure to this 


report. 


As reflected in the referenced report of Special Agent |17c~- 
eee! it is apparent that SMITH conducted numerous meetings 
while San Francisco. These meetings have ali been reported in that report. 


On May 23, 1945, SMITH issued a mimeographed release 


2. d ~_— a 
captioned "AN APPRAISAL" which, in substance, ridiculed the San Francisco 


Conference and contained several derogatory remarks about Secretary of 
State STETTINIUS, referring to him as playing the part of a McCarthy with 
Bergen gone. He also pointed out that the Russians, "through their Fifth 
Column, the American Communist Party, are torpedoing the whole affair." 






A copy of this release is being forwarded to the Bureau 
as an enclosure to this report. 
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I: s0grapr @,t : 
American" and dated June, 1945, at Los Angeles, California, captioned 
"BLOOD AND MONEY." This publication, in substance, concerns the San Fran- 


eiarn Conferanra anA Aagotle netmariig with thea Matianali ate! affart an tho 
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conference and the Communists! infiltration and part in the conference. 


SMITH, in this publication, stated that among those who 
are on the inside and actually know what is going on at the conference, it 
is admitted that the Nationalists threw a monkey wrench into the scheme 
that had been hatched by the international conspirators. He further stated 
that Russia had been exposed and that the Rothchild-cetrolled Bank of England 
and its imperialistically minded politicians had been thwarted in their 
scheme to take over our national destiny. . 


In connection with the Communists, he stated, "Our big 
fight in the near future is with Communiam, The ged rate are coming out of 
their holes and will do all in their power to take over our Nation. Stalin's 
Russia has refused to permit our neWsapapermen and our soldiers to efter 
Berlin without their consent, What goes on in the countries which Russia 
has occupied is a big secret, even though we put up the money and paid the 


bills with Lend Lease. 


"The Red Commniets in America have united with the 
Nazi underground and have established their headquarters in Mexico City. 
They are organized in every community, hamlet, precinct, school and factory. 
The moment we have anything that lecks like a break with Russia, these Red 


traitors will begin to blow up our ships, dynamite our factories, shoot our 
patriots, and stab our Nation in the back. The reai issue of the future 
will be: Christian civilization versus atheietic Commniam." 
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Further, he stated that the charter which would be 
approved at the San Francisco Conference will be much less than what was 
planned by the enemies of America, He further stated that when it comes to 
the Senate we mst all be on hand to fight in order that no document would 
be approved that would share our money and our blood with any other nation 
on earth, 


A copy of this publication is being forwarded to the 
Bureau a8 an enclosure to this report, 
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copy of a petition which is being circulated by SMITH and is addressed "To 
Congress" and marked for the attention of Congressman JOHN E. RANKIN. This 
petition in substance extends congratulations to Congressman RANKIN for his 
plan to investigate the Communist plot which is fiow céntering in Hollywood 
and the West Coast area. At the bottom of/the petition there is a statement 
that upon completion it should be mailed itr Es¥PERKINS, Secretary, Post 








Office Box 2508, Los Angeles, California. \A copy of this petition is being 
forwarded to the Bureau as an enclosure to this report. + 

‘copies of "The Le 
Letter," a weekly publication, for the period from May 16, 1945 through 
June 27, 1945¢ It is noted that throughout these various issues SMITH 
follows generally the Nationalist, Isolationist, and anti-Communist policy 
which is characterized in his other publications, 


In the issue of May 16, 1945, SMITH prophesied that the 
San Francisco Conference might blow up inasmuch as MOLOTOV, head of the 
Russian delegation, is "arrogant, unreasonable, and vain." In contrast, 
however, he stated that President TRUMAN will not be as soft and easy with 
Russia as was his predecessor. However, he stated that it will not be easy 
in view of what has gone before to get "tough" with STALIN. He further 
stated that trouble-msaking radicals, Communists, and certain Jewish agitators 
have already alarmed negro leaders. He stated that this group insists on 
legislation in every state compelling employers to hire individuals regard- 
less of race, color, or creede In this connection he stated that "Realistic 
and intelligent Negro leaders see in this plan to force a mixture of the 
races the precipitation of a reaction likely to retard the rapid improvement 
which would come naturally to the welfare of the Negro. 


In the issue of May 23, 1945, SMITH made the statement 
that the Russian Government is not civilized, referring to the sixteen 
leaders of the "Polish Christian government” on their visit to Moscow, 
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In the May 30, 1945, issue, SMITH made the statement 
é i: that people should not be surprised if Japan surrenders shortly. He stated 
i that this should not be counted on, but that there is much talk in San Fran- 
cisco on the possibility of an early end of the Japanese conflict. He 
stated that it would be better if Japan surrendered before Russia joined 
the war against Japan because if Russia came in she would demand domination 
in the Orient including China as her reward, 


In the June 6, 1945, issue, SMITH made the statement 
that TRUMAN had offended the Communists. He warned that the Communist 
propaganda would grow increasingly anti-TRUMAN., He referred to TRUMAN as 
& practical politician who will probably make some bad appointments, but 
stated that TRUMAN is definitely leaning toward BURTON K, WHEELER, JAMES A. 
FARLEY, and JOHN NANCE GARNER. 


In the June 13, 1945 issue, SMITH made the statement 
that the FBI had renewed its campaign to investigate the activities of all 
Communists. "Since the Communist party line announced by EarkBrowder is 
turning against the Truman Administration, the Reds are expected to begin 
sabotaging American industry and american activities in general." 


In the June 20, 1945 issue, he stated that the COMMUNIST 
PARTY was planning to conduct a reorganized revolutionary campaign in America. 
Ke stated that the Communists expect America to have trouble with Russia 
ee and are prepared to sabotage industry and organize a bloody revolution, 
\z 


In this issue he also prophesied that the conference 
of the "so-called" Big Three will be postponed as long as possible because 
of the highly controversial issues that have developed. He stated that 
TRUMAN is not expected to approve some of the deals which ROOSEVELT made at 
Yalta, 


Copies of all of the above issues are being sent to 
the Bureau as enclosures with this report, and extra copies of the issues 
of April 7, 14, 25; May 2, 9, 16, 23, 30; June 6, 13, and 20, 1945, are 
being retained in the files of the Detroit Field Division. ~ 


In addition to the rail copies of "The Letter," the / 


May issue of "The Cross and the Flag" the Detroit 

Field Division L70 
I cetera has advised that there nas / 

been no activity Detroit, Michigan, concerning Subject SMITH. 
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Mimeograp on dated May 9, 1945, at San 


pa ee "FF td 
Francisco, captioned "GERALD Le Ke SMITH SUMMARIZES THE A ATTITUDE OF 
NATIONALISTS CONCERNING SAN FRANCISCO PARLEY." 





Copy of publication captioned "AN APPRAISAL" dated 
May 23, 1945, at San Francisco, California. 


A 4-page publication dated May, 1945, captioned "A 
Message from San Francisco," 


A 4=page publication dated June, 1945, at Los Angeles, 


California, captioned "Blood and Money." 


One copy of a petition addressed "To Congress" marked 
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1OYr TNE ALTEOTION O01 VLONZTesSHan JUnN Be RANKIN. 


Copies of "The Letter" for May 16, 23, 30; June 6, 13, 
20, and 27, 1945. 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 
THE SAN FRANCISCO FIELD DIVISION 
#At SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA, upon receipt of the bw 
complete report of 


ed will report any additional 
information which is not contained in this report. 


#Wild also follow, through informants, any activities of 
SMITH upon his return to San Francisco. 





THE LOS ANGELES FIELD DIVISION 


*At LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIa, will follow SMITH's 
activities at Los Angeles and will advise the San Francisco Field Division 
when he returns to San Francisco. 


THE DETROIT FIELD DIVISION 


At DETROIT, MICHIGAN, will maintain contact with 
Confidential Informants for the purpose of following further activities of 
the Subject. 


In accordance with Bureau instructions, investigative 
reports submitted in this particular case are not to be distributed to 
other governmental agencies, 
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letter as received fron the San Francisco Fie>. 
sting that on ‘July 23, 1945, 


furnished information to 





claimed that the organization would take over the Government 
efter the postwar unemployment gave them a chance to stir things up with the rv: 


@ Malius 


Joy Were to agitate anti-ecro and anti- itic riots and then supply the wiices 





with weapons to put down the strife. 


asserted that there was a facter- 
in .exico which was going to turn out 


e weapons for the organization: 62238 
62.38% 






At the present tim 


said he edited an anti-Nise‘ newsenaper which 
"vac sent from Los Anveles up 


into the San Joaquin Valley to inflane the populace 


é-ainst the Japanese. predicted he would accomplish great things after 
'e had more experience, However, at the present moment in his career all he we: 
doins was talkings. 
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ad&ised that GERALD L. K. SMITH held a 


i ee 





meeting at the Philharmonic um O& Monday, June 25, 1945, beginning at 
8:00 Pe Me vy 


Prior to the opening of this meeting, from 7o'clock on, at the Fifth 
Street entrance to the auditorium there were:groups gathered on the sidewalk 
watching and discussing a picket line consisting of approximately forty-five 
persons, who were carrying placards which readz 


“Labor - Unite against Fascism". 
"imoerica First is United States Fascism." 


eats — ome eet ame Tew at ab ~~ 
"Nip American Fascists in the Bud". 


"Fight Racial Discrimination”. 

"yorkers! Party Leads anti~Fascist Fight". 

"McCLaNaHAN Sponsored Labor-Baiter GERaALS L. K. SMITH". o 
"GERALD L. K. SMITH Stends for JIM CROW and Poll Tax". : 
"The War is Not Over - This is Sabotage". 

"GERALD L. K. SMITH is Enemy of Labor". 
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"Join the Picket Line - Protest against GERALD L. K. SMITH". 
"Our War is Against Fascism at Home". 

"OQut-of-bounds for Decent americans". 

"SMC TH Meetings Today - Concentration Camps Tomorrow’. 





re 4 also, persons were distributing leaflets to passersby, one issued by 
os the Workers Party, address Labor action, P. 0. Box 126, San Pedro, California, 
ye entitled "Workers of Los angeles! - Stop the Fascists!"; another leaflet, 

issued by the Los «ungeles Committee to Postpone action on Peacetime Conscription, 
headed "Now is the Time to act!"; and a card issued by the Public Affairs Forum 
designating every Tuesday evening at 7:30 P. M. as their meeting time at Studio 
Hall, Enbassy 4uditorium, 839 8. Grand avenue, Los angeles. leaflets and card 
are attached to this report. 
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admission was by ticket only. The meeting had apparently plenty of 
police protection, which SMITH later states cost him $7.50 per head on his 
conditional lease. 





This card will admit two persons to hear an address by © 


te ek. 


GERALD L. K. SMITH 


PHILHARMONIC AUDITORIUM, Fifth and Olive Streets, Los Angeles, California. 
Monday, June 25, 1945 - - 8:00 P. M. 
| Auspices: California Pastors' Committee to Night Nazi-. 
Communism. 50 Pastors of all Denominations 
will occupy platforn. 


HONORABLE MEADE McCLANaHaN 
The Fearless statesman and membek of the Los angeles City Council, will 
introduce Mr. SMITH. 





SUBJECT OF iDDRESS 
Our Nation's Destiny: Christian americanism or atheistic Communism ~ Which? 
AmOng the many topics with which Mr. SMITH will deal 
Will be the following: 
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STALIN's Plan for america 

Europe and Communism 

New Red Headquarters ~- Hollywood 

The San Francisco Charter 
(Stalints Document) 


The New Commnist Strategy 
The Plot of the Super State 
American Scveretgnty 

The Interniti oral Bank 

The Bretton Woods Plot 


WaRNING: The Red enemies of this meeting will circulate all sorts of false 
reports. Thay will even report that the meeting has been cancelled. Regard~ 
less of anything you read or hear to this effect, this meeting will positive- 
ly be held. Bring this card and come to the entrance of the Philharmonic 
Auditorium on the night of dune 25, prepared to attend the most dynamic and 


sensational rally in the history of Los Angeles. 
admission free BUT positively by card only. 
additional cards may be ob- 


Note: This card may be used as a post card. 
tained free by addressing requests to Post Office Box 2508, Los angeles, 
California. 


Pickets of the Worker's Party picketed the Philharmonic. They were 
quite peaceful. Their signs called SMITH a Fascist, an enemy of labor, a race 
baiter, a poll-taxer, etc. Handbills were distributed by members of the 
Worker's Party, copies of which are attached to this report in the Master File 


and GERALD L. K. SMITH file. 


The Los angeles Daily News dune 26 carried the following story: 


"GERALD L. K. SMITH SPEsKS SECOND TIME HERE: 


NGERALD L. K. SMITH, ‘America First' leader, made his second public 
appearance in Los Angeles last night. He spoke at the Philharmonic “uditorium. 


"He lumped virtually all of his 'enemies' under the heading of 
‘communists! and so designated a picket line which appeared outside the meet- 
ing hall, carrying signs charging SMITH with being a ‘fascist’. 


"The meeting was chaired by newly elected Coumcilman MEADE McCLaNaHaN 
of the 13th district." 
The Los angeles Examiner carried the following story: 


"MERIC; FIRST LEADER SPEAKS: 


Waddressing more than 3500 persons at Philharmonic auditorium and an 
overflow sidewalk audience of several hundred through loud speakers connected 
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with fia Btace; GERALD L. K. SMITH last night announced the active rebirth of 
America First, Inc., throughout the nation. 


; "Requesting each member of his audience who was willing to contribute 
a minimum of $2 per person to his campaign to rise, SMITH was greeted with a 
near 100 percent response." 


The Los Angeles Times carried the following Story: 
“AMERTC: FIRST HEAD SPExKS HERE: 


" Philharmonic Audience, which gained admittance by card only, last 
night heard GERaLD L. K. SMITH, america First head, speak on a variety of topics, 
ranging from free speech to Russia. 


‘Several hundred members of the Workers party picketed the auditorium. 
Police dispersed crowds at the close of the meeting." : 


The Examiner story is incorrect insofar as it claims that there were 
3500 people at the Philharmonic. The Philharmonic holds only 2700 people. At J 
the most there were on the sidewalk on both sides of the street, not more than 
200 or 300 people. There were no loud speakers on the outside. 


The hall itself was packed. There were between twenty and thirty 
uniformed policemen and I learned from one of the policemen that there were 
quite a few plain clothes men. There were also a number of deputy policemen 
who wore civilian clothes and deputy police badges. Shore Patrol and Military 
Police were also there, inside as well as outside. 


The audience was composed mainly of old people, and among the oldsters 
there were more women than men. They definitely belonged to the lower strata 
of society and the most vociferous among them were the "hallelujah" boys and 
the "amen" women. This writer discovered quite a few people in his area who 
spoke with strong German accents. The following people in the audience were 
recognized: 


. ; — 
\_KENNETH “ALEXANDER of ne ae Shirts, MARTIN M.EDER of the Bund, 
YDYSTER of the Silver Shirts, "DOCY*SHHLT of the »merican Guards, LEON 
PF frninga' of San Diego, publisher of thespeoom, Mrs¢*BEAN, who has the book 
store on Larchmont, many former followers of ROBERT NOBLE, T. W. HUGHES and 
EDITH SHOL. ELIZZOLE of the Peace Now group wa so in the audience, so 
C 
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and son) were ushering. Written instructions to the ushers were given out by 
SCHNEIDER and Miss LEGANT, the text of which follows: 


INSTRUCTIONS TO THOSE WEsARING USHER 
BuDGES 


SMITH RaLLY 


Monday, June 25, 1945, 8 P. M. 
The number of your reserved seat is ( ) 
Read the following very carefully: 


1. You should hold in your hand one shopping bag. When you got 
located in your reserved seat, but the bag under the seat, 
ready to be used when necessary. 


2. You will find 10 extra envelopes in your shapping bag. This 
is for the purpose of supplying envelopes to any one who 
might not receive them as they enter. 


3. Listen very carefully to everything Mr. SMITH says from the 
platform. He will instruct you thoroughly as to what to do. 


h. Wear yor official badge at all times. 


S. When you have taken up the envelopes, return the bag to the 
literature table, which will be in charge of Miss LEGiNT. 


6. If you have a question to ask, check with Miss LEGANT. 


7. Do not visit with anybody. 
This is a very serious and critical meeting. Ba sober and 


attend to your business all the time. 
8. Be alert for any emergency or special instructions from the 
stage by Mr. SMITH. | ; 
LAPORT:ANT 


Individuals carrying cards marked (special) are to be seated 
either on the platform or in the seats near the platform. Such 
cards have been given to clergymen. 
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Besides the bums on the stage were SMITH and his wife ,/ PERKINS, WILLIS 

and LAWRENCE ALLEN, BOB SHULER, ia ar aa MEADE McCLANAHAN, G. ALLISON 

‘SpPHELPS and JNA. LOVELL. \ nN ee | : 
WILLIS "ALLEN opened the meeting with the singing of "America" and the 

Ham 'n' Eggs song, which was rendered with a lot of gusto by the audience. Then 
introduced “our fearless Councilman" MEADE McCLANAHAN, who spoke partly froma 


manuscript and partly without it. 


McCLANAHAN first explained that the management insisted upon all 
speeches being delivered from a manuscript and than an advance copy of the 
speeches had to be turned in to the management. However, he found it difficult 
to speak from a mamscript, therefore, he would digress once in awhile. Also 
explained that the management insisted that a court stenographer take down 
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every word spoken on the stage and that the expense for the stenographer would 
have to be carried by the California Pastors Committee. 


hicCLANAHAN spoke at length about the tremendous pressure which was 
brought to bear on himself, SMITH and the management of the Philharmonic. He 
said he was convinced that the groups behind this pressure campaign, which 
he described as inhuman torture, were not working in the best interests of the 
government. He pointed out that he did not necessarily agree with him regard- 
ing the menace of Commnisn. 





et: He described the telephone calls that he received at his home and at 
ee his office and the letters and telegrams he received, as well as the management. 
pias However, he added, he was pleased to be able to tell his audience that for every 
-ts one condemnatory message there were five which congratulated him or the manage~ 
E* 5 ment of the Philharmonic. He said the Philharmonic had received so many letters 

that they hadn't been able to open them all and tried to be funny by adding that 
the office staff assorted them and by touching them they could tell whether they 
x were hot or cold. He got quite a laugh out of that from his audience. 


He said that he has decided to fight for SMITH's freedon of speech 
because at various times of his life he had taken an oath to uphold the Consti- 
tution and he cited that passage from the Bill of tights which deals with | 
freedom of speech. Talking of taking the oath he mentioned that he had done so 
again quite recently, and twice, when he was sworn in to fill tha vacancy and 
the full term as Councilman for the 13th district. 





In describing the telephone calls he received he dwelt at length upon 
the foreign origin of the callers, saying that many of the phone calls he could 
not understand because the callers could not talk good American and they prob- 
ably haven't been here long enough to learn it. He said perhaps after they go 
to night school they may learn how to speak American and perhaps also learn 
‘ something about the Bill of ights and freedom of speech. Right now, however, 

i these minorities are demanding freedom of speech for themselves but would not 
permit the great majority to have it if it does not suit them. He expressed the 
hope that “if some boys and girls of the foreign press are here tonight", they 
would lay off of him because he is really growing tired of their pressure. The 
pressure was so terrific that he was thinking of throwing out his telephone, but 
because they are hard to get he decided not to do it. Thatbrought another 
laugh. 








; He said that the audience would learn tonight how much it costs to hold 
at up freedom of speech and expressed his thanks to the management for permitting 
Benes these:Christian Americans to hold their meeting there and asked the audience to 
beg give the management a hand, which the audience did. 
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He related that some Councilman told him that he was making a mistake 
by tying up with SMITH, and then he talked of the president of the City 
Council, Mr. BURNS, who told him the best way of staying in the City Council 
is by not seeking publicity. 


The way it was put, it appeared that when he talked about a Council- 
man, that too, must have been BURNS. However, he was not taking BURNS! advice 
and it seemed that he was pleased to be able to talk to so large an audience. 


Between the speech above reported, he introduced BOB 3 Who 
rendered the invocation, which contained nothing worth reporting outside of 
the fact that SHULER too took out an insurance policy and said "may God wipe 
from our memory any word that might be uttered that would displease him. In 
other words both NcCLANAHAN and the Rev. SHULER wanted to make sure that the 
public and Go2 understands that they are not backing up SMITH's statements. 


): ‘/ | McCLANAHAN wound up his speech by introducing GERALD L. K. SMITH. 
SHITH, as in previous speeches, kept rambling from subject to subject 
and it was difficult to follow him point for point but following are the main 
highlights of his discourse. He began by pulling the same showmanship stuff 
as he did at the Embassy, asking all those who can hear to raise their hands, 
which they did, and all those who can not hear him to raise their hands and 
quite a few did, and SMITH followed through! "If you can't hear me how did 
you know what I said?" It brought the expected result. SMITH began by stat- 
ing that he considered it an honor to address this Christian American audience 
and that he had many shocking things to tell them. He immediately set out to 
answer WALTER, WINCHELL and the Council for Civic Unity. He said that WALTER 
WINCHELL claimed on the radio that he, SMITH, had made the claim that 1000 
Los Angeles ministers were in back of him. SMITH said he did not claim 1000 
Los Angeles ministers but 1000 California ministers and that they were well 
represented here tonight. 


He said WINCHELL boosted the Council for Civic Unity and that he would 
have more to say about it later in his speech. He said it was impossible to 
have 1000 ministers from all over California at one place at one time but they 
were well represented. He asked the so-called ministers on the stage to stand 
up and asked the audience to give them a hand. A great majority of them got 
up only reluctantly and G. ALLISON PHELPS got up with only half of his seating 
capacity. Then SMITH claimed that “he had 200 ministers in the wings and that 
they could not come on the stage for lack of space. (Of course this was un- 
true and it made the policemen and other people back stage laugh.) 


Next he stated that a certain clergyman had received $1,000 on Sun- 
day to preach a sermon against SMITH, that he is a corruptionist, a betrayer 
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of Christ, and a Judas Ischariot. later during the course of his speech, 
while the audience was applauding, Sei rare leaned over and whispered to 
SHITH, then SMITH said that brother McCLANAHAN had just told him that the 
minister that he had referred to earlier as having sold out, is not an 
American citizen. The audience wanted him to name the minister, apparently 
hoping that it might be a Jewish name, and if SMITH had given the name it 
would have been an anti-climax and may have been cause for a libel suit so 
SMITH said that the name of the minister wasn't worth mentioning. 


There were the usual hateful remarks about WINCHELL, the gentlemen's 
room journalist, who is today all powerful on the radio while a great patriot 
like LINDBERGH has been pulled into the gutter and smeared but smearing 
artists like WINCHELL. 


He said a lot of people wonder how SMITH gets such Inge audiences 
in spite of the fact that his meetings receive no publicity in the press and 
only publicity on the Warner Bros. Communist station and in the Communist 
papers. He took a few cracks at the Los Angeles metropolitan press which 
is being run by the advertisers through the use of pressure. 


Next he read to the audience the text of a postal card sent out 
by the Comittee of Correspondents asking the recipient to protest SMITH's 
pasos speaking at the Philharmonic. He emphasized the statement contained in that 
—— postal card that SMITH was a red-baiter delux. Next he read a second postal 
card sent out by the same Committee, the text of which follows: 


ALARUM! ALARUM! 
GERALD L. K. SMITH, would-be American Fuehrer, darling of the 
aa "Nationalist Party", Anti-Semite, Anti-Negro, Anti-Labor, 
_— red-baiter de luxe, invades Los Angeles. 





; PROTEST TODAY, by telegram or letter to C. H. BRAINARD, Mgr. of 


a Philharmonic Aud. (427 W. 5th St., Los Angeles 13) against 
i renting this center of L. A. Culture to anti-kultur GERALD 
L. K. SMITH for his Monday, June 25th, meeting. 


ACT NOW! 
Los Angeles 
Box 9734 Committee of Correspondence 
Los Feliz Sts. Los Angeles 27 


Coming back to the question of how he gets such a large attendance 
without publicity, he said that he did not have to come to Los Angeles to 
organize, that the Christian-Americans and anti~Commnists were organized long 
before he came here. ‘ : 
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Then he paid tribute to MEADE McCLANAHAN , aman with guts and in- 


testinal fortitude, and asked his audience t4 indicates by saying "aye" whether 
they would come to McCLANAHAN's aid if his enemies start a recall initiative. 


He said the issue tonight was whether Christlan-Americans shall 
preserve for the future freedom of speech. He said he is being called a 
Fascist, but there is no greater enemy of Fascism in America than he and that 
he was the one that went to Washington and demanded that a law against Nazism, 
Fascism and Comminism be put on the statute books. He says no Russian in 
Beverly Hilis, nor Hitler, nor Stalin, can tell him whether or not he can 


mw a he BY. ode aed nm Dh oe ~~ ray = . 
speak. Next he read a letter from EDWARD G. ROBINSON, the Griginal of which 


seemed to have been addressed to the management of the Philharmonic and a copy 


‘of which seemed to have been sent by ROBINSON to McCLANAHAN. The letter simply 


protested against the use of the Philharmonic by SMITH and pointed out that 
SMITH himself, publicly, admitted he was a Fascist. Here SMITH interrupted 
the reading of the letter asking whether there was a lawyer in the audience 
who might take a law suit against ROBINSON for libel on 4 contingency basis. 
When he was through reading the letter he gave it to McCLANAHAN, telling him 
to save it for sone day it will be an important letter in the history books, 


showing how pecple try to suppress freedom of speech. Still referring to 


ROBINSON, he asked the audience what is his real name and some people shouted 
"his name was GOLDENBERG". 


Coming back to the praise of McCLANAHAN, ha said that with the help 
of these Christian Americans McCLANAHAN could be elected to the office of 
Congress, Mayor, or even Governor. 


\ " oid i - f gt ; i 
Then SMITH proceeded to give tat he\called details of the attempted 
Ssuppr ressicn of this mesting. Hs said PERKINS, ‘SWIFT, ty MoCLANAMAN, the first 


two as chairman and secretary respectively of the-Pastor's | Committee, which 
had been formed 11 months ago, had contacted the Philharmonic Auditorium to 
rent the hall. SMITH claimed that the management was told that he was to be 
the speaker. PERKINS and SWIFT put down $260 for the rent and there was some 
additional expenses of around $100. SMITH thought that this would be all the 
expense for this meeting but the audience would soon hear how mich it cost to 
have freedom of speech here in Los Angeles. He said that as soon as printed 
invitations fell into the hands of the enemy they launched a campaign of 


twas ut J. ra oe ee fur. Paste d na 
intimidation, typical of STALIN. "We know how the rata work". 


_ Then, for no good reason at all, he started talking about his only 
son in the Service and the decorations he had received, etc. Then ha took 
time out to congratulate BOB\SHULER on the nice opening prayer and on his 
courage to appear on the platform. Tuming to Councilman McCLANAHAN he sug~ 
gested that the pressure brought to bear upon the Philharmonic and McCLANAHAN 
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should be investigated by the Grand Jury. Then he came to ome of the high 
points of his speech. He was going to show the audience what tactics the 
enemy was urging to keep him from exercising his constitutional rights. He 
held in his hand a letter addressed to PERKINS and McCLANAHAN by the Phil- 
harmonic Auditorium which, he claimed, was received by him on Wednesday. 

This letter stated that the Philharmonic would reconsider its cancellation 

of the Auditorium if the following conditions were met by 2 otelock on Thurs- 
day (June 21st). He added that this letter was received 28 hours before the 

3 o'clock deadline and he was going to celebrate his 23rd wedding anniversary 
with his wife but he couldn't because he had to devote all of his time to meet 


the conditions set forth in the letter. The conditions were that SMITH put 

up $1,000 cash to cover any possible damage to the furniture in the Auditariun. 
That he put up an additional $1,000 cash to guarantes that the speakers would 
not digress from the manuscript which, judging frem other remarks during the 
course of the evening, had to be submitted in advance. Further, the Phil- 
harmonic demanded that he pay the cost of a court stenographer who would take 
down every word uttered. Also he had to furnish a $250,000 public liability 
insurance policy, a riot and civil commotion policy, and pay for the hiring 

of police officers to be on duty during the course of the evening, the price 
to be $7. 30 per policeman and as many to be hired as the management deemed 


fe he read this letter he frequently <utemeupteds calling these 
demands outrageous and protesting against the high-handed manner of the Phil- 
harmonic management. He said that he had to go to Lloyds of London to get 
the $250,000 policy and that it was qite difficult to raise the necessary 
cash but there was nothing else for him to do but to go through with a bad 
bargain. He said how could he speak of the principles of GEORGE WASHINGTON 
and ABRAHAM LINCOLN if he would give into the intimidations of the Philharmonic 


sol -~ F et Tae a -_ - 
Auditorium and read a prepared spesch. He would not read the speech but would 


speak along the moral lines of what he had set forth in the advance copy, even 
if it means that on the following day the $1,000 cash bond would be forfeited. 


From here on, no matter what his subject, he frequently came back 
to the #1,000 cash bond, which was a build up for the collection speech later 
on. He also said that any one who would donate $1 or more would receive a 
photostatic copy of this outrageous letter which some day too would be part of 
the history books telling of the attempted suppression of free speech. 


On Monday afternoon, according to SMITH, the management wanted to 
know where is the text of the speech to be made by SHULER and SMITH replied 
that SHULER would not spoak, that he would pray. Nonetheless, according to 
SMITH, the management insisted upon having an advance copy of SHULER's prayer 
for they apparently feared that SHULER might let God in on the things SMITH 
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wig going to say but was preventod from saying through the restrictions set 
forth in the letter quoted above. He said that Rev. LEY SWIFT took the 
text of SHULER's prayer to the manngoment of the rmonte-anditorium on 
the hth floor of the building. 


Then he digressocd and talked of his intentions to stay in Los angeles 
as long as he cares to because . a certain gentlemen was anxious for him to 
leave. He did not mention his namo but of course moant the Mayor. 


Then he repeated a story he first told at the Embassy auditorium how 
tho people in the Philharmonic tried to get him out of the hall and gave as 
their excuse that tho FBI wanted him out. How he had written to J. EDGAR HOOVER 
about it and that HOOVER denied this in a letter. He read tho letter again as 
he did at the Embassy. 


Next he came to the Council for Civic Unity. He reminded the aud- 
tenco that this is the organization which was boosted by Wal TZ, 
and he added that by calling him LIPSCHITZ he was very charitable. He asked 
does Dr*f#FaRNHiM, President of the Council of Civic Unity, know what company 
he is keeping. Ho then held the latest Tenney Committee report in one hand 
and the letter from the Council in the other. He said that he had found that 
12 people who are on the letterhead of RAYMOND BOOTH's Council for Civic Unity 
were mentioned in the index of the Tenney Committee report which was published 
at the taxpayer's expense and which oxposed the Communist activities. He was 
careful not to state that these people were Commmnists. The people mentioned 
as appearing on the stationery of the Council for Civic Unity and in the Tenney 
Committee report index were: Rev. CLAYTON RUSSELL, Mrs. CHARLOTTE BASS, GEORGE 
BRaDLEY, Dr. ERNEST CuLDECOTT, PHILIP i. CONNELLY, Hon. sUGUSTUS HaWKINS, SAMUEL 
ORNITZ, Rev. CLAYTON RUSSELL, DORE SCHuRY, JiM&S THIMMES, HERBERT SORRELL. 


He stopped at the name of Dr. ERNEST GALDECOTT to point out that he 
is an arch communist. 


He then turned around and asked who is this DR. F.i.RNHiM, and he was 
told that he is the Executive-Secretary of tha Los angeles Church Foderation. 
Then he turned back to the audience and announced this, and said that the 
Church Federation is Commnist, and so is the Federal Council of Churches, which 
is being run by modernist preachers. He said that he himself, and he is quite 
sure the audience too, prefers the pulpit pounding clergymen of the Pentacostal 
sects of tho type represented on the platform. 


Switching from his subject again, he asked how many people would 
come to a mass meeting which ho would address either in tho Hollywood Bowl, or 
in some baseball park, or in the stadium. There were the usual "ayes" from tho 
audi cncc . 
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Then he came to his appeal for money. The writer of this report 
really had to laugh when he said that he expects to get $10 each from the 
preachers on the platform. Most of them looked like they didn't have next 
week's rent. He asked pcaople to indicate om the back of the envelope how mech 
money thay would contribute if on the following day he finds that the manage~- 
ment has stolen his $1,000 because he has not stuck to the text of the speech 
which he had submitted. There were the usual remarks about his publications 
which would be sent to the donors, etc. 


From here on he kept his appeal for money going while, at the same 
time, touching upon many subjects. He attacked the press, which is being 
high-pressured by advertisers and signied out particularly the Daily News 
which would probably report on the following day that SMITH had made a collec- 
tion, while nothing is being said when SIDNEY ILIA: N can take $5 and $6 from 
the weekly pay envelopes of thousands of worke?s by simply putting his initials 
on it. 








at ; 4t this point came the revelation reported previously that the 

rs 5 minister was not an american citizen. (The minister, incidentally, was in the 
oe audience and it is understood at the time of this writing that he is planning 
to answer SMITH in a public meeting at the Church of the Open Door). 


Coming back to HILLMAN, he also added that the Commnists get plenty 
of money through lend lease. 





He stated that the slogan of the american Nationalists is "Christ 
ee First in america" and if there had been Christ First in Germany there would 
les never have been a Hitler and if there had been a Christ First in Russia there 
would never have been a Stalin and 20 million Christians would not still be 
H suffering in the concentration camps of Russia. He said he is not concerned 
with the suffering of the people in Central Europe but he is plenty concerned 
} with the suffering of the 20 million Christians who are still in Russian 
2 concentration camps. Then he switched to the Jews and said that if there were 
{ any Jews present or representatives of Jews or Jewish organizations they should 
go to the Jewish leaders and tell them not to harass him, SMITH, and instead 
of making enemies they should go out to make friends. He told them that the 
Jews are safe in imerica only because it is a Christian nation and ho advised 
them to take the leadership out of the hands of the hysterical goofs who sit 
va up 2h hours a day to think up schemes to prevent Christian umericans like him- 
ee self from having their say. . 





Then he drifted to the topic of internationalism and ranted against 
having a Congress more powerful than the U. S. Congress. a Constitution more 
powerful than the U. S. Constitution, and a flag greater than the Stars and 
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Stripes. (Incidentally, the stars and stripes waved all the way through SMITH's . 
specch but since the flag-waving wes repetitious it is not indicated in thia 
report.) While talking about the government he said that for the last 12 

years it had been in the wrong hands but finally got its greatest break when 
TRULLLN became President. 


Than he asked G. ahh gon Epes to take a bow after he had told the 
audience how this man was persecuted, hounded and molested for attacking 
refugees while being a radio commentator. He said the enemies had robbed him 
of his home, his job and livelihced and that now he has to make his home in a 
garage. (It will be remembered that when G. .LLISON PHELPS was on the alr he 
harped particularly on LION FEUCHTW.NGER and his book "Moscow, 1937", quoting 
perticularly the passage at the end of the book where it compared the foul air 
in the democracies with the clean air in Moscow). SMITH pickad up the Feucht- 
wanger book, attacked him as a Communist and quoted the same passage. Undoubdt- 
edly this was called to SKITH's attention by PHELPS for the introduction of 
PHELPS and the quotation from *EUCHTW:NGER's book, one immediately efter the 
other, could not have been accidental. In talking about FEUCHTwANGER, SMITH 
made some cracks about Beverly Hills and suggested that the refugees be sent 
back to where they came from. 


Then he added that not all the people in Hollywood are bad and to 
prove this statement he quoted from the March 7th edition of the Congressional 
Record a statement which is anti-Commnist and was drawn up by the officers of 
the Motion Picture Alliance. He read the names of the officers, among them 
GINGER ROGERS, RUPERT HUGHES, W.aLT DISNEY, KING VIDOR, CLARENCE BROWN, NORMAN 
T.UROG, HOW.RD EMMETT ROGERS, and several others. Next he asked his audience 
to bring pressure to bear on the management so that he would get his $1,000 
back, then he returned to one of his favorite subjects, | WaLle.CE, suggest- 
ing that the people get down on their knees to thank the Lord that HENRY WaLL.Ck 
is not the President. 7 


He said WALLiCE is the angel and pet of the Communists and he quoted 
from a speech made by W.LL:.CE on the occasion of the celebration of the 26th 
anniversary of the Russian Revolution. The quotation he gave stated that if 
Russia continues at the present rate of progress for 20 more years it would 
surpass the United States. ivhile a statement of this sort does not in the 
least prove that the man who makes the statemont is Commnistic but simply sets 
forth some facts, SHITH made the most of it, accepting this as proof that WaALLACi 
is Commnistic and the audience loved it. SIITH suggested that W.LLiCE go to 
Soviet Russia and run for Vice-President with Stalin. He said the reds have e 
plan to destroy our government, our industry, our churches and schools, and we 
can't fight somothing with nothing. We have a plan and wa are going to run the 
red rats out of this country. 
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Next came a plea for the,veterans. He cited figures as to how many 
veterans will return and how many defense workers and veterans will be unem 
ployed and suggested that the veterans be given a $1,000 discharge bonus. He 
again related the story of tha alleged waste of six billion dollars in South 
america and how many veterans could have been paid $1,000 each with that money. 


Then he referred to a recent statement by ELE.NOR ROOSEVELT criticis- 
ing the Communists, asking why didn't she make a statement like that 12 years 
ago for during the past 12 years our system of government was not Jmerican. 


He said that he noticed some Negroes in the audience and that he 
considers himself a friend of theirs for he and HUEY LONG fought the poll tax 
in Louisiana while Bilbo of Mississippi fought for the retention of the poll 
tax, 


Next he quoted from the Tenney Report Lengston Hughes' poen "Good-bye 
Christ". He rendered it with a great deal of pathos. Then he gave a definition 
of Nationalism in a typical style as we know it from his current literature. 
No Congress above our Congress, no flag above our flag, etc. No sharing of 
our sovereignty with any one in any sort of super state. Then he came to what 
he described as the San Francisco cocanut. He gloated for 3/h of the meat of 
the cocanut had disappeared due to President TRUM.N's work. He said ROOSEVELT 
wanted to be president of the world and to accomplish this he started giving 
away everything and when ROOSEVELT came back from Yalta where he had given 
away everything, he could not face his orm deeds and he broke under it. If 
there is to be a super state, SMITH said, the pagans will be in control. 


Then followed more talk about $1,000 discharge pay for the veterans. 


By then the ushers had finished collecting the envelopes which contained the 
donations. Rev. WESLEY,SWIFT gave a short prayor and McCLAN.HaN announced that 


ato — 


the meeting was Closed. 
Ushers distributed an admission card reading as follows: 

“SPECL.L MEETING" 

"to be addressed by 

GERALD L. K. SOUTH 


120 So. Hill Street, Los «ngeles 
THURSD..Y, JUNE 29, 1945 --- 8:00 P. M. 


In this meeting Nr. Smith will get down to brass tacks 
and discuss the unvarnishod truth concerning the killers 
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and character assassins who are attempting to curb Christian 
Nationalism in America. 


To be admitted to this meeting, this card must be presented 
or the individual mist be identified by one who carries this 
card. ; 


CLOSED MEETING 


This meeting is closed to the general public. Interlopers, 

curiosity seekers and Snoopers, working in behalf of the 

enemy, Will not be welcome." : 
bi? 

that a closed meeting was held 

by GERALD L. Ki SMITH on Thursday, June 28, at 1204 S. Hill Street, Los Angeles, 

California. 


This meeting was to begin at 8 P. M., and it was noted as early as 
7:15 P. Me that there was a line of pickets in front of this address. The 
pickets! placards were identical with those used hionday night, June 25, at the 
Philharmonic Auditorium, and the same people were noted to be carrying them 
on both occasions. The picket line consisted of approximately 25 at the start 
and numbered 45 at 10 P. M. These pickets were Supposed to represent a labor 
, party, although under just whose auspices they were acting is unknown, to uB8 
ve at thie time. There was considerable shouting and booing and reviling of GERALD 
SLITH. Just prior to the opening of the meeting it was noted that there were 
approximately 75 to 80 persons standing in groups on the corner and directly in 
front of the above address. 











GERALD L. K. SMITH spoke on the third floor of this building, and had 
an audience of approximately eight hundred here while directly below on the séc- 
ond floor there was a loud speaker by which he addressed approximately three 
hundred mora. The meeting was opened at 6:10 P. K. with the audience singing 
two verses of "Americalt. SITH's opening statement was that “Outside is an 
example of what we are up against." He went on to say that the people in 
front of the building were not the real enomies--that they were just screwballs. 
He said there was a deliberate attempt by high finances to upset this meeting, 


d dt had gone to. th tent of printing 1 terfeit tickets in 
ede to te representatives a this mebting. 7690, Sey that most of these 


counterfeit tickets had been caught but he knew that several of the "rats" were 
in the audience and he wanted them to know that they were to cause absolutely 
no @isturbance or he would see that they were bodily thrown out. He Stated he 





aids was tired of being disturbed and annoyed by these “hook-nosed Russiane™®. SMITH 
cave stated that the management of the Philharmonic Auditorium had been 80 coerced 


and threatened that they actually believed there would be mob riots, acid throw 
ing, ripping of furniture, etc. He again stated the conditions that had been 
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set dom by the Philharmonic Auditorium management, saying that he wanted every- 
one to know that these conditions had ali been met and further that the monsy 


“put up under these conditions had been returned in full. He said the manage- 


ment, when returning the thousand dollars that had been placed to insure his .. 
reading directly from his script-—-although he did not stick entirely to his 
seript~--had said that the reason they had him put up this thousand dollars was 
because they had heard that he did a lot of swearing in his talks. SMITH, laugh- 
ing at this, said, "I wonder if that is why they insisted five times before the 
Philharmonic meeting on a script of Rev. BOB SHULER's prayer--were they afraid 

he was going to swear in his prayer?" —— 


SMITH said that all the pressure brought against him was not from 
the Commumists but that the greater part was from the richest Jews in Los 
Angeles and Hollywood. He said he was going to reveal the name of the person 
responsible for the annoyance to him at his meeting-—- that this person was 
Rabbi WAGNIN. He said he wanted to isaue a word to Rabbis hb at this time 
that he was making a terrible mistae, that he intended to continue his meet~ 
ings, and that in the very near future he was going to have a large meeting 
in an outdoor bowl and Rabbi MAGNIN had better not do anything to stop it. He 
stated that if he was armmoyed any further he would issue a half million cir- 
culars exposing and telling the whole story. 


He said on checking the records of the 0.P.4. it was found that 922% 
of the violations of 0.P.A. regulations were by Jews. He said his statements 
do not mean he hates all Jews, but that he believes that Jews should be Americans 
first and Jews second. He stated that on his arrival in Los Angeles he fomd ~ 
out that the May Company Department Store went to the Los Angeles Time and 
told them not to publicize SMITH. 


SMITH had on the platform G, ALLISON PHELPS, writer and commentator. 
He introduced Mr. PHELPS, and repeated again story of his having been 
attacked and his career ruined. SkITH further stated that his organization 
was going to use PHELPS' pen and his tongue, and that PHELPS was going to be 
a great aid to their organization. He promised to send a story of G, ALLISON 
PHELPS to the members attending this moeting. 


Mr. SMITH praised Brother TOT who was algo on the plat~ 
form, for his splendid cooperation in helpitg with the routine work of holdin 
all meetings. He said Brother PERKINS met him in San Francisco and has work 
by his side ever since. | 


Mr. SMITH said that there would appear in the next morning's Examiner, 
June 29, an article by FRANK M. HURPHY, Supreme Court Justice, and that in this: 
article MURPHY would criticize SMITH in regard to anti-Semitism. Mr. SMITH ~ 
said he would tell an interesting story about MURPHY,--which was that he had 


~~ 
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been a good friend of his prior to this and that MURPHY is knowm personally by 
him not to be speaking at the present time to Supreme Court Justice FELIZ FRANK- 
FURTER; but while FRANK MURPHY won't speak to FRANKFURTER yet he comes out and 
criticizes him (SMITH) and takes a "holier than thou" attitude. (Justice FRANK 
M. MURPHY's article was noted in the Examiner for June 29, 1945, and is attached . 
to this report.) 


SMITH said the Communists and Jews are trying to get the negroes all 

"het up" so that when the fight tomes they will have some one to throw out in 
front. This statement was in reference to the picket line in front of the 
building, there being two negroes in the line; and in discussing the placard 
"GERALD L. K. SMITH is Enemy of Labor" SMITH stated he had a letter from 
WILLIAL) GREEN of the A.F. of L. congratulating him on his friendship towards 

Ole urther stated he also had thirteen honary memberships in various 
unions. 


Mr. SMITH again praised Councilman MEADE McCLANAHAN for his fortitude 
in sticking by SMITH to see that he was allowed free speech. 


Throughout this meeting there was considerable disturbance by loud 
shouting and booing coming from the street. SNITH stated at ten o'clock that 
this meeting had been disturbed from 7:30 P. HW. wtil 10:00 P. M., with no 
police protection. He said it had taken them all this time to get the protec- 
: tion they needed for the safety of the members from the potential killers 
ae downstairs. SMITH asked every one to write the Los Angeles Police Department 
and protest the disturbance taking place. He said to tell in the letters only 
the truth-—-that there were 1600 people in attendance, that they were harassed, 
annoyed, disturbed and threatened with physical harm, and that from 7:30 to 
10:30 there was no semblance of order. Ho said to write the Nayor, the City 
Council, the Police Department, or any of the officials. 





The meeting closed at approximately 10:30 P. H., following the col- 
lection. No men in uniform were noted at this meeting. On leaving the building 
it was noted that thero wears an estimated 100 or more wiformed policemen keep- 
ing the people moving on the stroet. 474,076 








that countless numbers of telo- 
evans, cards, and lettors of protest were roceived during the fou days before 
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subject's (SMITH) meeting at the Philharmonic Auditorium on June 26, 1945. More- 
over, the Manager of the Philharmonic Auditorium was annoyed with phone calla, . 
both anonymous and otherwise, requesting and even demanding thet SMITH's sched~ 
nled meeting be cancelled forthwith. 








a copy of the speech of GERALD L. K.. 
SMITH which was of necessity furnished to the offices of the Philharmonic 


wW prior to the scheduled appearance there on June 25, 1945. 
the subject deviated from his prepared speech occasionally but 
no ciently to warrant forfeit of his $1,000 bond. A copy of instant 
speech is being furnished to the Bureau and the Detroit Field Division and a 


copy is also being retained in the file of the Los Angeles Field Division for 
further reference. 





L, Aa STR tame inbo 
p Tur 1 fe 13). ING Reg ; was with governor LONG ~ 
at the time of the assassination, ory conducted: “the LONG funereal. Immediateky * 
after he became ee in Isolationists' Activities, and-Sedted:. ApaderEiip of~ 
the seo re when General WOOD resigned the office of national thair- 
man. "*8 a former Campbellite Minister and possceses a limited 
eave oe eee and a world of knowledge of rabble-rousing mob- ; 
psychole oo Vs. SAITH a discovery of Anti-Semitism opened the door te-dargs — . 
adhe arqt revenue fol” “consequently he advocates tt ant ‘prdctines anti- + 
Semitias whenever ho considers 1% practicable. | 
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The June 29th issue of the Los Angeles Examiner carried an article 
stating that Supreme Court Justice FRANK M, MURPHY will speak at the Hollywood 
Bowl July 4. Justice MURPHY hates anti-Semitiem. At a peace conference in 
the Ambassador pote) the Justice warned "the unwary will stub their toes on theb 
racial and religious conciets. But for every GERALD L. K. SMITH there are 


1,000 Americans that stand for just the opposite." 
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ENCLOSURE TO THE BUREAU 


A copy of a speech submitted by GERALD L. K. SHITH to the officers of 
the Philharmonic Auditorium, Los Angeles, prior to his scheduled appearance 
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at the Auditorium on June 25, 1945. 





ENCLOSURE TO THE DETROIT FIELD DIVISION 


j the officers of 
of a speech submitted by GERALD L. Ky SMITE to 
the ae rents Los Angeles, prior to his scheduled appearance 
at the Auditorium on June 25, 19h5. 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


THE LOS ANGELES FIELD DIVISION 


At Lancaster, California: ‘ 


Will conduct discreet investigation through informants\and other 
amd. historv. and activities of 
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subject's America First Party. 


At Los Angeles, Californias 
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One copy of instant report is being sent to the San Francisco Field 
Division and one copy to the San Diego Field Division for information purposes 
inasuuch as it is believed that subject may include those Field Divisions in 


a speaking tour in the near future. 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS 
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COPY OF A MANUSCRIPT (SPEECH) SUBMITTED BY GERALD L. K. SMITH TO THE 
OFFICERS OF THE PHILHARMONIC AUDITORIUM, LOS ANGELES, PRIOR TO HIS 
SCHEDULED APPEARANCE FOR JUNE 25th, 1946, 

The time has come when every citizen of America who believes in our Constitution, 
our way of life, and the Christian principles cn which our Nation was founded, 
must be willing to stand up and be counted, 
Christian Nationalism is easy to define. It represents that political philosophy 
which would maintain ow America as a Christian nation. It will be recalled by 
all studente of the history of jurisprudence that some years ago the Supreme 


Court of the United States declared officially that America is a Christian nation. 


Ten years ago I dedicated myself to the task of building a dynamio crusade de- 
signed to counteract the menacing growth of foreign “isms” in the United States. 
X was one of the first to form a committee which led the campaign resulting in 
the organization of the Congressional Committee for the Investigation of Un 
American Activities (commonly known as the Dies Committee). The movement which 
_i lead now, as a spokesman for 21 Nationalist groups, numbers something over 3 
Billion followers, Our headquarters is in Detroit, Michizan, where a large 
staff of my compatriots assist in the publication of our periodicals, the handl- 
~ing of our heavy mail, and in maintaining contacts with our committees, workers 


and followers in every State in the Union. 


It is my profound oonviction that the Communist Party has united foroes with 
the Nazi underground of the Western Hemisphere. Recently in an address to a 


select audience in Detroit the Reverend Father Msgr. Fulton J. Sheen of Wash- 


ington, D. Ce revealed that he had laid mt NEORIEATION iy at al a 
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of the Communist Party, which has recently set up its Western Hemispheric 
headquarters in Mexico City. Said the eminent Priest; "The Mazi under= 
ground and the Communist Party are definitely working together in the Western 


Hemisphere, according to these seoret minutes.* 


These evil conspirators ecainst our way of life have developed a terrible : 
and awful technique for smearing the character, the patriotism aa the ine 
tegrity of those of us who lead these fights. Typical examples of vicious 
smear have been the way that they have dealt with men like Martin Dies, 
Burton K. Wheeler, Charles A. Lindbergh, Hamilton Fish, and others. It will 
be recalled that Congressman Fish aa the first Congressman to lead in a 
bold investigation of Commumist activities. In faot, I am informed that 
publio officials who have sought by expose to stamp out Communism in Cali- 
fornia have been smeared and abused by the Red sat veces press of your 


State. 


The favorite technique among the Red propagandists is to accuse ii like 
myself of racism. They go to the Jews and say that we are anti-Semitic. 
They go to the Negroes and say that we are anti-Negro. iPoptunately, 
representatives of these minorities sometimes believe these lies and allow 
‘heuae tyes to be used as the tools of these agitators. The fact is, however, 
that upon my arrival in Los Angeles I released a statement to the press 
concerning my convictions, and among the statements I made was the following 
sentence; "Raciam is not a part of this program. Anyone who hates another 


man because of his race, creed or color is un-Christian and w-American.*® 


I hesitate to make any personal remarks, but because my personality has been 
discussed so much in connection with this meeting, 1t seems important for 


me to make one or two observations heaving to do with my own personal life. 
















=S~ 
In the first place, I am willing to assert that every vicious statement 
egeainest my character and patriotism can be traced eventually to the Red 


presse. Like many Americans, I was opposed to war before Pearl Harbor. 
















I agreed with your venerable and eminent fellow citizen, United States 

Senator Hiram Johnson that if we hed had strong defenses and real states- 
manship back in 19335, 1954 and 1935, this war might have been avoided. 
When war comes, however, there is only one way to end it, and thet is to 
win it. The people associated with me, as well as my own personal family, 
have done all in their power to make the Stars and Stripes victorious in 
this conflict. My own son, Gerald Smith, Jr., has been a onsualty twice | 
in this war <= once by starvation and once by wounds. Incidentally, these 
casualties came after he had volunteered for suicide engagements in the 
Burma jungles. He wears the Purple Heart, the Silver Ster, and other 


recognitions for his heroism as a Private soldier in the ground foroes. 


It will be said that my addross tonight has been adjusted to meet and sate 


isfy the criticism that has been levelled against me. May I sey that my 
eddress tonight is on the s order and contains exactly the seme subject 
matter as if I were speaking in any other olty or under any other olroum 
stances. Do you think if I had in mind anything except the most self- 
respecting conduct, would I |call first on the ministers of Christ to be ay 
advisors? One of the first persons with whom I conferred when:I came to 


this city was an eminent priest, who not only encouraged me by comp] imenting 


me much valuable information concerning the Catholics Churoh’ s attitude to- 


ward this program of atheistic politics == Commumigna. 


I have preyed and conferred and counseled with numerous ministers of all 
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a4n 
denominations. One sterling example is the Reverend F. C. Woodworth. 
Reverend Woodworth presides over and helps to supervise the Christian 
labors of 585 pastors of his denomination. He holds the highest office 
to which these ohurches can elevate him, and this, the Southern California 
District, is the strongest district of hie denomination. I desire to read 
a letter which I received from him, dated June 14, 1945. The letter reads 
as follows; 


Rev. Gerald L. K. Smith 
Hotel Normandie 

6th and Normandie Sts. . 
Los Angeles 5, California 


Dear Brother Smi ths 


I wish to take this opportimity to write you and express ny 
sincere appreciation for the very fine work that you are doing. 

I appreciate in the first place, your splendid Christian spirit 
and, in the second place, your thorough knowledge of world con- 
ditions and the fearlesaness with which you attack the Commmistic 
tide in America, 


We are not all capable of doing what you can do but we want you 
to know we are behind you 100 per oent, and you will have our 
support in the work in which you are engaged. I have talked to a 
munber of our ministers who attended your services at the Embassy 
Auditorium and without exception, they spoke highly of you and the 
way in which you handled the situation. 


I need not tell you because I know you ate aware that the West 
Coast is a "hot bed” for Commumism, and with the tide of wickedness 
that is here, together with Communism, there is no wonder the Devil 
would oppose Christianity presented in its purity. I do feel it 

ia our duty to stick together and hold together and if we oan serve 
in the behind scenes, we shall try to be a foundation and a cornere- 
stone in the buil ding or the erection of Christ and America first, 


Yours with best wishes, 
/s/ F. C. Woodworth 


Superintendent 
FCW/1b Assemblies of God, Inc. 





= 4 


~ Se 
Between 600 and 700 Christian pastors requested invitations for this meet 
ing. When the Pastors' Committee, sponsoring this rally, arranged for 
Councilman McClanahan to introduce me, I warned Mr. McClanahan that my 
enemies would bring every known type of pressure to bear upon him, and that 
in oase he or any other prominent oitizen in this city so desired, it would 


not offend me for them to investigate my conduot as a patriotic American, 





not through the smear sheets and libelous news stories that have been 


printed, but through such eminent citizens as United States Senator Vanden- 


! 


1 


berg of Michigen, United States Senator Gerald P. Nye of North Dakota, and 


41 ots 


=a Mr. Ernest Liebold, for 34 years the personal private seoretary of Mr. Henry 
Ford. I geve Mr. McClanahan the names of outstanding Protestant clergymen, 


including the Reverend Dr. Samuel Forrer, Pastor of Michigan's largest 





Presbyterian Church, the Reverend Father Murphy, oo-Pastor of Michigan's 


largest Catholic Church, and many others. 
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ia Incidentally, some months ago I spoke in the City of Chicago. I addressed 


Nw a great mass meeting in the Labor Temple of a local wit in the American 

/ Federation of Labor. fTerrifio pressure was brought to bear on this fine 
see Labor Union and its officers by my enemies, pro-Reds, and certain misinformed 
groups. This pressure so agitated the Union that at great expense, runing 
i into something like $2,000 or $5,000, they made a complete survey of my 

4 life and my activities, and if there are any American Federation of Labor 
leaders here tonight and you want to know the results of that survey, I give 


you this name; Mr. Byron Dalton, Business Agent, $50 8. Marshfield, Chicago, 





Tilinois «= in care of the Labor Temple. Wot only did the leaders of this 
Labor Union find that the treatment I had received at the hande of my 


enemies was unfair and libelous, but they confirmed the fadt that this, the 
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the most rapidly growing patriotio organization in America, was building ae 
for ites leadership on nothing but the most self-respecting elements in our 


national life. 


If Christ had been first in Germany there would have been no Hitlers if 
Christ had been first in Russia, there would have been no Communism if 
Christ had been first in the world, there would have been no war. The 
time has oome for us to develop the art of Christian statesmanship. We 
have made of the practice of medioine an honorable profession. We have 
ohallenged our sons to become dootors, lawyers, teohers, preachore, 
engineers, artists, but we have allowed politios to be classified as a 
mangy end disreputable cocupation. Thus, too often we find that we have 
turned over the conduot of our commumities, onmr states, and our Vation to 


rascals, scalawags, derelicts, ignoramuses, and common crooks. 


I challenge the Christian people in this great audience tonight to adopt 





Christian stateamanship as a high and noble profession, to the end that we 
may rear sons and daughters dedicated to the task of manning the Ship of 


State. 
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Neerly 200 years ago a small group of God-guided men dedicated themselves 
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to the noble and holy task of preserving that which they and their com= = 
patriots had found first on American soil. They dedicated themcelves to 
the preservation of liberty and freedom. Freedom of speeoh. Freedom to 
worship. Freedom to assemble. Freedom to buy and sell and improve their 
lot by the application of their integrity and intelligence to thenatural 


resources of the land. Thie freedom was so precious to these carly fathers 
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that they determined that it should be preserved for their sons and | 
daughters and for the generations yet cibeea, They and their loved ones 

had come to thie new lend from the four corners of the earth. They had 

sailed the seven seag. They had risked death, pestilence, and slaughter 

by the savages, in order to find this epot on the earth where they night 


kneel down and worship Godin freedom. 


The document ties chose to define their plan for freedom's preservation 
was the Constitution of the United States. Gladstone, the great logician 
and student, sei, referring to the Constitution: “It is the greatest 
dooument ever to be struck off by the hand of man." Certain men of great 
Christian character whom I know insist that the Constitution of the United 


States is the handiwork of God Almighty. 


In this document these founding fathers provided for the preservation of 
the liberty of every oitizen, regardless of his station, his creed, or his 
color. They gave us a new conception of government based on a system of 
cheoks and balanoes, with the legislative, the judicial, and the exeoutive 
branches check-mating the authority of each other, always in favor of the 
liberty of the individual. This Constitution provided and still provides 
that if a law be passed unanimously by both Houses of Congress and signed 
by the President, it shell not be permitted to operate if one citizen can 
demonstrate to the Supreme Court that his freedom has been violated accord | 
ing to the Constitution. The first 10 Anendments to thie Constitution 
constitute what we know as the Bill of Rights. Evidently there are some 
people in the City of Los Angeles and elsewhere who are unfamilier with 
the Bill of Rights. In order that your memory may be refreshed, I call 


the Firet Amendment to the Constitution to your attention. It reads as 
: De. \ . of 
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follows: 

“Freedom of Religion, Speech, and the Press; Right of Assembly 
and Petition -- Congress shell make no law respeoting an estab- 
lishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; 
or abridging the Freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right 

of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Govern- 
ment for a redress of grievances.” 

Attracted by the atmosphere of liberty which this Constitution breathed 
upon this new land, men and women and their families flocked to America to 
escape the tyramy cf the old world where they had been crushed in peonsge, 
regimented by the militarists, exploited by the users, and orucified on the 


oross of religious persecution. 


Strengthened by this new found liberty, they preceeded to build a Garden 
of Eden. They cleared the forests, they drained the swamps, they invaded 
the prairies, they drove the ribboned steel of the great railays through 
the mountains and acrosa the deserts and redeemed for thelr people, even 


this, the Golden West, the dynamic Pacific Coast. 


God was good in response to their prayers and their Christian faith. He 





filled this land with lowing herds of cattle, sheep and swine, grazing in 


ten thousand valleys and ten thousand emerald hills. He pointed out to 
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these God-guided picneers she mountains which bosomed gold, silver, lead, 
ooal and other precious metals. He whitened the fielde of the Sumy South 
with cotton and filled the prairies of the great Middlewest with gold and 


grain. 


The men who built America invaded every conmumity and founded every State 





under the shadow of not only the flag but the Cross -- not only the Cone 


stitution but the Book of God, the Holy Bible, 


Regardless of the claims that may be made by the economists and the 
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philosphers, the theorists and the dreamers, no system has ever been 
invented by the mind of man that has produced one-tenth of the wealth per 
capita which was produced by this, the American way, commonly known as 
Free Enterprise. Not freedom to exploit; not freedom to enslave; not 
Seevdomto monopolize, but freedom to build, to pioneer, to produce, 


unhampered by the tyranny of a Kaiser, of a Czar, of a tyrant. 


Today Americe is flooded with propagandists and agitators who would change 
our way of life. They would substitute the Red flag for the Stars and 
Stripes. They would abolish the Churoh and they would determine our daily 
activities by bureaucratic rulings over our personal lives. It has been 


well spoken, “Eternal vigilenée is the price of liberty.* 


The issues of the hour center in three great problems; 
1. The Threat of Bureaucratic Tyranny. 
2. The Menane of Comunicen, 


3. The Super State. 


When war was declared every patriotic American knew that it was necessary 
for us to grant to our Government extreordinary authorities in order that 
they might handle the supplies and the services necessary to win thie war 


in the most efficient manner. 


Certain bureaucrats, however, lived in the hope that they might be able 

to use these wartime powers to lay the foundation for a program of peace- 
time regimentation. The bureaucrats with this ambition were the same ones 
who attempted to establish a bureaucratic dictatorship in Washington -ong 


before America went to war, They founded their conduct and they built their 
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program for regimentation on the philosophy of a Marxist clique, known to 
the Mation as the ‘New Deal Braintrust.” They destroyed one-third of our 
food; they shot down our cattle; they threw our pigs in the river; they 


plowed our cotton under. 


When the great objective thinkers cf another century dip their pens in the 
ink of historic and write the record of this lunatic decade, the 
one great question in their hearts will be, "Why didn't God laugh out 
loud at a nation so foolish as to destroy its resources in one period and 


ration them in another?* 


We have a new President. He comes fresh from the soil end humble 
surroundings of a farmers’ town in Missouri. I like President Truman. He 
acts like an American. He is surrounding himself with men from all over 
the great Middleweet and Far West, as well as from the East. Apparently 
President Truman believee that there are people who underséand the spirit 
and will of America who do not necessarily live in New York City and its 


environs. 


It would be unbecoming a self-respecting citizen tc reach into the grave 
for a political controversy, but just as I might prefer the philosophy of 
Abrahem Lincoln to the philosophy of Stephen Douglas, I am bound to say 
that I believe the biggest step that has been taken in twelve years away 
from the threat of bureauoratic tyranny was taken when Harry Truman became 
President of the United States. 


This does not mean that the problem is solved. Harry Hopkins is still 
around. Harold Ickes, one of the super bureaucrats who loves to orack the 


whip, is still in Washington. Marxist-minded political jobholders still 
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hope that the wartime authorities given our Government shall be continued 
into the peacetime period. These internation braintrusters, many of whom 
are more interested in foreign countries than they are their own country, 
have visions of rationing meat, sugar, butter and the rest long after the 
war is over, while they play politice with the food and resources siphoned 


away from our people by such methods. 


That brings up the subject of America First. What is wrong with the words 
aavion First"? If you ask me whet the philosophy of American First is, 

I say it is the philosophy of George Washington. It embraces the foreign 
policy of George Washington, who said, “Friendship with all nations; 


trade with all nations; entangling alliances with none.*® 


Concerning this, the founder of our country, it was said; “He was first 


in war, first in peace, first in the hearts of his countrymen.* 


The Los Angeles press reveals that we are sending 4 million pounds of 
batter to Russia. <A report taken from the Congressional Record reveals 
that we are packing 10 million pigs for Russia. No Christian with a 
Christian's impulse could deny the peoples of the world the necessities 
of life, but I eam an old-fashioned American who believes that “He who 
cereth not for his own is worse than an infidel.” Furthermore, I assert 
without fear of opntrediction from any fundementel American that we should 
not give, lend or lease one more penny or one more ounce to Russia until 
and unless she wholeheartedly, completely end enthusiastically helps us 
whip the Japs. 


We must pray for Harry Truman. The rascals, conspirators and plotters of 


the world have moved in on Washington. They will do everything in this 
world to control him, and if they can't control him, they will try to kill 


Oy ae 


-12- 


hin. 

The greatest compliment I can pay Harry Truman is -- he has inspired 

the animosity and the opposition of Barl Browder and his mangy Communist 
Party. His invitation to Herbert Hoover, Thomas Dewey, and other men of 
various political persuasions indicates that he recognizes the fact that 
there are some patriotic oitizens in the United States who are not regis- 


tered Democrats. 


It does me good to see the new President thin out some of these Buropean- 
minded sorewballs who have been attempting to interfere with our way of 


life and replace them with men from Texas, Arizona, Iowa, California, etc. 


The Communist Party was hatched in the same serpent's nest with Naziem and 
Fascism. In fact, these three forms of pagan tyranny represent the trinity 
of satanio politics. They were hatched from the snake nest of atheistic . 
Marxism. They are predicated on the abolition of the church, the philosophy 


of the anti-Christ, and the reduction of the individual to regimented 





slavery and bureaucratic tyranny. 


4 Yes, complete regimentation brings full employment and sooial seourity, but 
not : 

it must be remembered that prior to the Civil War Negro slavery in the South 
supplied social seourity and permanent employment. Everybody had a job. 


Everybody had a house. Everybody had plenty to eat. Slaves were fed rough, 





coarse food in abundance in order that they might be able to laboralong 
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After this war we want employment at the maximum. We want full employment, 
but I say to this Christian audience tonight beware! bewaret == don't 


allow the politicians to seduce you into full employment by asking you to 






4% 


_ oe. » st we 
este off your personal liberty. The Negro slave had full employment, but 
full employment is not all. oy ; 

Of course, personally I have the conviction that if we could free our 
Nation on the bondage of the money changers and the International Bankers 
and re-establish the monsy system employed by Abraham Lincoln, which is 

the Constitutional plan, we could solve our problems of distribution, we 
could exploit our technical knowledge to the limit, and instead of deming 
into a period of wemployment, hunger and chaos after this war, we could — 


come into an era of complete abundance. 


The patron saint of Communism is not only Karl Marx,’ but the arch conspirator 
Machiavelli. The Communist Party has no conesience as it relates to 
Americeniam. When Stalin was pro-Hitler, they were pro-Hitler. When, by 
the consent of Stalin, Hitler invaded France and the Low Countries and 
menaced England, the American Communist Party wes isolationist -- not be- 
cause it was for America First, but because it was for Stalin first. When 
Stalin was in the same political bed with Hitler, the war was an Imperial- 
istic war, according to the Reds, but when Hitler fell out with Stalin and 
invaded Ruseia, then the Commumists cried out, "This is the people's war,* 
and they began to beat the drums for war. They left the America First 
Committee and joined the Fight for Freedom Comittee, and for months embaer- 
raesed the pro-war elements of Amerioa, just as they had recently embarrassed 


the America Firstere,. 


Stalin's newspaper in California is the PEOPLE'S DAILY WORLD. In the Zest 
it is the DAILY WORKER. All over Amerioa, it is the NEW MASSES, These 


Yournals, these editors, these Reds determine their policy, not according 


OR 
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Tells 8. F. Secret 


“Ruth McKinney, Minton's wife and a writer for NEW MASSES, told the 
audience how olosely Molotov and the entire Soviet delegation to the 
Conference had worked with American Communists in San Francisco. 


"'Why, the entire American press was told that Molotov was living in a 
suite at the St. Francis Hotel,‘ she added, ‘but all the while he had 
taken over a house on Nob Hill owed by my husband's cousin, so he 
(Molotov) could conduct his affairs without press interference, 


**Yolotow appeared in the luxurious red and gold appointed suite at the 
St. Francis when it was necessary to be seen there,‘ 

“Mies MoKinney then explained that the Communist Party arrived at ite 
plen for indoctrinating American service men when hundreds of crippled 
veterans--guesate of the San Franoisco Conference at Opera House sessions-- 
‘plainly demonstrated they were opposed to Russia and were blinded by the 
propaganda of anti-Soviet groups in this oowmtry.’ 


“" Those boys must be won over. If it is too late to win the veterans in 
our hospitals, then we must enlist those who have not yet gone overseas 
and those who are yet to return here,’ she concluded. 


“'And while we are on the subject of our future program, it might just as 
well be stated now that Communism has outgrown New York as ite headquarters. 
Henceforth, our activities will evolve in Hollywood, where the prestige, 
influence and support of cur comrades in the film industry will strengthen 
our ranks and carry our fight to people from every walk of life.‘ 

"Gropper revealed to the audience how he, Miss McKinney, and her husband, 
Bruce Minton, had attended all important press conferences and two weeks 

of San Francisco Conference sessions at the Opera House as accredited 
members of the working press through ‘credentials secured by some of our 
influential friends.* | 


"Before the meeting closed the audience contributed $657 to the MEW MASSES* 
program, in addition to paying a dollar per person admission,* 

I ask this audience of Christian Americans, what are you going to do about 
this? Will we stand idly by? Will we permit these whose loyalty to the 
Red flag exoeeds their loyalty to the Stars and Stripes to conspire against 


our way of life and subjeot us to a foreign power without resistance? 
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to the will of the. Command in Chief of our Army and Mavy or our State 
Department; they adopt, proclaim and fulfill policies according to Stalin's 


Will, My slogan ie: AMERICA FIRST. Their slogan is; STALIN FIRST, 


For many years the center of intrigue for the Communist Party has been 
New York City, but during the later years, even with their headquarters in 
New York City, the Reds have turned to your fair city, and especially to 


@® subdivision of your fair city for their largest contributions. This 


helps us to wders 


the LOS ANGEL?S EXAMINER on Sunday, June 10. It reads as follows: 


“Communist infiltration in the United States and Red revolutionary 
militancy throughout the Western Hemisphere will establish its 
citadel of propaganda and action in Hollywood. 


“The campaign already is under way with an immediate program 
supporting continued Lend Lease to Russia, now that her war in 
Europe is over, strengthening ties with the White House and in- 
dootrinating service men and returning veterans and the Marxist 
viewpoint. 

“Carefully blueprinted in New York City by Earl Browder and other 
Anerican-Soviets, the program was revealed recently before 200 
Hollywood and Los Angeles Communist sympathizers, many of whom 
occupy high places in the motion picture industry here, 


Stake in China 


“Those who attended were told by Joseph Foster, Hollywood film 
critic for a Red weekly, that ‘at the right time’ Russia would 
enter the war against Japan, ‘but not out of altruism.’ 


"The Soviet Union has a big stake in the Pacifio--more so in 
China,’ he exp2eined, fand the Soviet Union will be in there to 
diotate the peace.' 


“It had earlier been explained to the audience that part of this 
plan was to induce President Truman to aid in the rupture of 
United States relations with 'the. China of Chiang Kai-shek.' 


"24 continued strong, reactionary government under the leadersh!p 
of Chiang Kai-shek is opposed to our policy of ultimately Sovietize 
ing all of Asia,” the apenese added, 


Wea ae Shine naw a 


We are strong in North China now. We must exert our power through- 
out that nation,' Foster declared. 
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Other Speakers 


“Spokesman for the party leaders in the East was Bruce Minton, associate 
editor of NEW MASSES, a Comnunist wekly that is mationally distrabuted 
and who, with his wife, Ruth MoKinney, a writer for the same magazine, is 
one of the Marxist doctrine’s most fiery advocates. 


“Berating Secretary of State Stettinius, United States Senator Vandenberg 
and other members of the American delegation to the San Franoisco Security 
Conference as 'betrayers of Franklin Delano Roosevelt's great dream of a 
permanent alliance with Soviet Russia,' Minton told his audiences 


"Our selvation rests upon a close tie with Trwnan and the support of all 
members of our armed forces. We must infiltrate the ranks of these service 
men--the veterans returning from the wars and the GIs yet to be oalled into 
action,' Minton told his listeners, ‘The thousands of pretty young girls 
in our Commumist Youth Movement must volunteer as hostesses in U. S. 0. 
canteen, ohurches, social groups--wherever these soldiers, sailors and 
marines seek recreation and are prone to a persuasive voice,' 


“'When President Truman assumed the high office vacated by F.D.R. almost 
two months ago, members of our group all over the world looked upon this 


act of Fate with grim foreboding, for we saw the Yalta Conference and all 
it promised for Russia totally crumble,' he added. 


“But events in the past few weeks have taken a turn for the better. The 
way looks promising and ow outlock again is hopeful. Truman's actions in 
delegating former Ambassador to Russia, Joseph B. Davies, to represent us 
at the Court of St. James, and his selection of Harry Hopkins as a special 
emissary to the Soviet Union, promise great things. These men, throughout 
F.D.R.'s8 12 years in the White House, wunquestioningly supported the New 
Deal in ote of everything and everyone, 


Through our actions, Truman can be won over. We can once again hope for 
os6r 
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"William Gropper, NEW MASSES cartoonist, in whose honor the meeting in the 
Sorene Cartooniets' Auditorium in Hollywood was held, later told the 200 
well-groomed members of the audience--kmown to party members as 'parlor 
pinks,'--that his magazine had sponsored a ‘round robin letter,’ signed 
by thousands of Communist sympathizers and members all over the Nation, 
petitioning Truman to continue Lend Lease to Russia indefinitely, deapite 
the fact that the Soviets have ‘temporarily put down their arms.' 


**Nothing must be done by any of us to arouse the people of this coumtry 
to protest against a continuance of Lend Lease te the Soviet Union,' he 
continued, 
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I came to Los Angeles from San Francisco where for three weeks I personally 
observed the United Nations Conference. Members of my staff were there 
before I arrived and are still there observing the activities of the offi-e 
cial representatives of 46 nations, perhaps it is now 48. I observed that 
Conference as the spokesman for 21 Nationalist organizations and in behalf 


of six members of the United States Senate and seventeen members of the 





Lower House of Congress. I am making reports on my findings to between . 


80 and 100 periodicals. 


Any good oitizen favors meeting his neighbors around the Conference table 


to find ways and means for amicable solutions for mational and international 





problems, 





Those of us who beliewe in a Christian nation and are known as Christian 


—— Nationalists are alert to the San Francleso Conference because we oppose 
nares a Super State; we oppose sharing our sovereignty with any other nation on 
wily) earth. We must under no olroumstances delegate any of our governmental 


authority to anybody outside of the United States. The trick of the 

= international politician in designing the Dumbarton Oaks Plan was to create 
a situation where a super governmental body could draw on our blood and our 
money without the direot oonsent of our Congrese. This must never be. 

As long ie there is blood in my veins and pulse in my wrist, I shall fight 
any attempt made by any politicians, anywhere, to share our sovereignty 
with savage Russia or the empires of the East and West. The destiny of 


our nation must move back into the hands of our people, rather than into 





the hands of the international financiers, who would exploit our blood and 


4 money at will for their own interests. 


A Super State with a flag above our Flag, a constitution above our Constitution 
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Organization, a majority of whose citizens are un-Christian, non-Christian 
and anti-Christian. 


America ie at the crossroads where she must decide between a destiny deter- 
mined by her own people mo love the word of God and a destiny determined 
by alien peoples who ere un-Christian and anti-Christian. We must decide 
between atheistic Communism and Christian Sat Cesctua: The deoision will 
be made by you and millions like you. I have the deep conviotion, and to 
thie Cause have I dedicated my life, that we will follow the Cross and the 


Flag, and in doing so, we shall preserve and safeguard America, 


GERALD L. K. SMITH /s/ 
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(4 - SECURITY MATTER; SEDITION =i; a a. 
a. * a pre 
: Reference is made to your memorandum dated a 
| September 12, 1945, in the above case. : | Pao 
. The Criminal Division does net request any 
a further investigation for the purpose of developing a sedition 
Eo violation on the part of this subject. However, it is requested 
} that you continue to furnish the Criminal Division with any 
, information which comes to your attention concerning Smith's 
b ; activities. 


t 
5 





os, ih OE ites & 
eo en ON 
4 ' 
, 


nner tT rer, Ret een ee oe er) 


gauseus -777 
Sac, Detroit Oatover 1, 1945 
Jokm Edgar ibover, Director, Federal Suresu ef Investigation 
gt ..  CERALC L, XK. SUITH, with aliases; 

AMERICA FIEST PARTI; 


UNTERVAL SRCURITY = 
SKCURITY MATTER; on 


Reference is ende to the investigative reports and materiale eubaitted 


corresponded gati being re- 
quested for the purposes of developing a sedition violation ef the subject. Mewever, 
it was reqiestec thet the Burea. eomtinue to furnish the Crisinel Division sith eny 
infornation 1% might receive concerning Saita's activities, 


Tea view of the Criuinal Division's expression of opinion, it ie not 
desired that an active investigation te oostinued on the. eubject. Ecwever, you 
whould oontinue to furnish the Bureau with any inferuation you aay receiv relative 
to his activities. 


ee-San Francisco 
los Angeles 
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SMITH's activities while on the West Coast and keep the Bureau advised of 
any pertinent activities ond developments en the 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 


United States Departnient of Justice 


Detroit, Michigan 
Be De ee ae September 5, 1945 


ALL INFOR MATION CONTAINED 
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( Directoy, FBI 


. al Be Re: GERAID L. x SoutrH 
y BF GAERICA FIRST PARTY 
‘ee INTEPNAL SECURITY - SEDITION 







Dear Sir: 
There is set forth below information obtained fro 
and whose identities are mown jo 7D 
to au, trom the period August to August 31, 1945. 


3 
Eee. 
sIrTH was not going to move to California, but was merely setting up 


a "Resional Office" in Los Angeles. 


After SVITH'S return to Detroit from the west coast, he 

contacted a it Marthats Vineyard, Massachusetts, and reiterated 
his experiences on the coast. He also kod aa advice as to 
the refusal of the management of the Detroit~Lelan o allow him to Lo 
speak, SMITH steted that he had a reservation, but it had been cancelled rd 

. J prior to the time the meeting was to be held. | told him that he could 

“oo get an injunction against the hotel and compel them to use the room he had 
rented, It was subsequently ascertained that the management of the hotel 
contacted SMITH and permitted him to use the hall that he had rented. 553/C 











SMITH received a letter from Senator BILBO enclosing a lette 


which BIL30 had written to WALTE CHELL, which letter criticized WINCHE ame 
for his broadcast and described him as a "notorious, scandalizing kike." 
Officials of the Internal Revenue Department are presently. ~ 
auditing SMITH'S books for the purpose of settipg.up Social Security recordg. { 
( Prior to this time SMITH had made no arrangements “for deduction of pee Z 
security from his employees pay. _40 INpr---, 


ot G22 “y~ WG e 
SMITH has been in contact with Nomen of ee 
D.C. and FREDL-SPRINGER of Cleveland, Ohio, both of ‘whom came to Detroit for 
(ropyictory| the purpose of attending SMITH'S meeting held in the Jade Room of the a 
Se ie. at which a reported five hundred peceis attended. ik 
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S!.ITH was the only speaker at this meeting and gave a review of his 
activities while in Los Angeles and San Francisco. 
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At the present time S!ITH is planning i 

in Celina, Onio, and is endeavoring to obbaln the fair paaay for his 
mecting. Temporary arrangements have been made to have the meeting on 
September 23, 1945. 


The above information is all that was received from the 
above named informants for the above specified period, 


or the purpose of evaluating the ec ormet en that has been 
se inrormants, @ review has be made of informa D 
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nuary 1, 1945. 


Reference is particularly. made to letters from the Detroit 
Field Division to the Bureau dated January 9 and 26, 1945, February 10, 1945, 
March 2 and 17, 1945, April 7 and 23, 1945, May 8, 1945, June 4 and 30, 1945, 
and July 31, 1945, which letters comprise the justification of the services 
of these informants for the period from favenne 1, 1945, through July 31, 
1945. 


A review of these letters reflects that most of the infor- 
mation received from these informants is composed of contacts made by 
Subject SITH with other know nationalist leacers in the United States. 
The information also concerns the future plans of SI‘ITH which would include 


2 2 s 
the time and place of his public meetings as well as his private meetinzs 


with incividuals, The information so received forms rather a complete 
generalized picture of what is going on in SHEITH'S office and of his local 
and out-state activities. However, it is noted that SMITH is reluctant 

to talk too freely and often fails to disclose the names of individuals and 
the time and place of his various meetings. 


On April 21, 1945, S!xITH left the Detroit Field Division 
for an extended trip on the west coast and did not return until August l, 
1945. During SVITH'S absence, very little information was received from. 
these informants, It is evident that any information of value received 
from these informants is through Subject SMITH himself who makes all his orm 


plans and important contacts. 
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In view of the information set forth above, the Bureau is 


a a 150 


Very truly yours, 


R. A. Guerin 
Special Agent in Charge 





requested to advise whether the services of 
be continued. 
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TITLE a givs ity 4 

“ ; 7 _“M/ 26,27,28; aA “CHARACTER Cr case ; 
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SYNOPS!S OF FACTS: 





SMITH's meetings in Los a TAGhi at Ham and Eg 
South Hill Street, 7/6 and 7/16/45, Embassy grnees on 
7/17/45, and Shrine Auditorium CRAs. SMITH's activities 
a caused violent reaotion among muwnerous groups, many of which 
are identified as Communist front organizations. SMITH 
departed from Los Angeles 7/27/45 enroute to Detroit, 
Michigan, and all meetings in Western cities were canceled. 
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. a A letter from the aati Field PAR. to Bureau dated 
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The Loa Angeles Field Division,’ / 
was requested to endeavor to’verify the above information and advise the Bukepu 
and the Detroit Field Division. bID 
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WED 0 -2:0r-8 this office with the following J 
information: 


A meeting was held at the “Ham and Eggs Hall", 1204 South Hill 
Street, Los Angeles, on Friday evening, July 6, 1945, at which Mr. GERALD L. K. 
SMITH was the speaker, 


| The meeting was opened by the singing of two verses of "Amerioa", the 

og Pledge of allegiance to the American flag, and a prayer by a Reverend Mr. 

aS —-@ILLESPIE. SMITH talked in his usual rambling fashion, jumping from one subject 
Y to another and tying them wegeuier only by referring to the various things as 

|? . being machinations of the "enemy". He started off by ing that there is to 

be a meeting held next week, for which cards will be sent to those who have 

previously left their names with the organization, There was the usual air of 

seorecy about the location of this meeting, but he indicated that it is to be 


AL. YF. TF Dawes = 5 


held in the open air, and hinted that it might be the Hoiiywodcd Bowl. 


SMITH predicted that there will be one million unemployed on the 
Pacific Coast after the war, and stated that this would be due to the desire 
of the international bankers, who are anxious to have California, partioularly, 
become a center of unemployment, so that the Communists can have a fertile 
{ d field in which to work, He stated that eight million workers fully employed 
could supply all the needs of the United States at peace. He based this on the 
fact that at the time of the capitulation of cormany four million people in 


a eo ee ee ee 


> 
the German factories were taking oare of all civilian nee 


SMITH referred to the newspaper reports of the expected investigation 
by the Rankin Committee of a Communist plot centering in Hollywood. He 
approved very highly of the investigation, and had had prepared petitions 
which he had passed around through the audience for the purpose of obtaining 

- names, to send in to Congressman RANKIN through the Amerioa First Committee. 


SMITH told of an incident, which he claimed to have been verified, 


AAAVeSKI ne in Branaoa sinan tha dAafant of Qlarma nie wheroin Reranch Communist 
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officers had clothed 15,000 Sengalese soldiers in American uniforms and then 
taken captive 5,000 German girls and had permitted the colored soldiers to 
have their will with these girls for several days in the subways of — 
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He also mentioned a Mee TeCINLEY, who he claims is not an American 
citizen and who had been invited to speak at tho Church of the Open Door. 
wes McGINLEY is supposed to have said that he would rather see America under JOE 
Pi STALIN than he would under G SMITH. MeGINLEY had left town prior to the 
date of this meeting, but SMITH claimed that Reverend LOUMPTALBOT, of the Church 
of the Open Door, had apologized for McGINLEY's words. 





SMITH referred to the ceremonies at Hollywood Bowl on July 4, which 
Were referred to as the "Interdependenoe Day Program", He stated that he had 
attended this meeting, and that fully ninety-eight per cent of those in 
attendance were Jews, In passing, SMITH seid that he is one of those who 
believe that an American child should be allowed to shoot off firecrackers on 
the Fourth of July and thet he did not approve of this thing of having fireworks 
only for publio display. This remark did not receive much response from the 
audience, and SMITH therefore hastily went on to something else, 


He stated that in the matter of organization there are some twelve 
to fifteen groups already organized in furtherance of the America First progran, 
although tho name America First or the name GERLAD L. K. SMITH has not appeared 
in the organization plan. He stated that any group that would care to organize 
in furtherance of the program of America First would receive their support 
although the America First name would not need to appear in it. 


SMITH stated that among other items, there have been sent to Ruasia 
some ten thousand bombers whioh have never been used against any of our enemies, 
so and the inference was that Russia is holding them in reserve to uge agairat us, 
ass Re also stated that the products which we had sent to Russia under lend-lease 
should be now returned os Russia is not in any way assisting us in our present 
war effort. 


Reference wos also made to a printed letter from G, sacse elas: 
and copies of this letter were handed out to members of the audience as they 
left the auditorium. 


After taking of the collection, and the recitation of the Lord's 
( Prayer by the audience, the mocting was adjourned at 9:55 P.M. | 


There were approximately five hundred persons prosent, only one of 
whom was noted to be a Negro, and none were seen in military or naval uniforms, 


which waa distributed in Los Angeles by GERALD L. K. 3 


; . b70 











" LA 100-7945 


"The pot is really boiling. The enemies of Christian Americanism 
are becoming desperate. They are resorting to character assassination, 
underground methods, and cold-blooded threats, 


"The enemy knows that if we hold this big dynamic sensational 
Shrine Auditorium Rally that it will be too late to checkmate this 
crusade, 


"The word is spreading like a prairie fire. Thousands of people 
want to attend this rally, but do not know where to get the cards. I 
am sending you an extra quantity, which can be distributed as follows: 
(1) Church; (2) Viork; (4) Labor meetings; (4) Clubs. 


"Warning! Do not give these tards out on the street. Do not 
distribute them loosely among strangers. Make sure they are handed 
out to self-respecting Christian Americans who believe in decent things. 


"The enclosed cards will have no value in your home or in your 
pocket. Make sure they are wisely distributed, 


"Sensational developments are taking place. Some announcements 
Will be made at the great Shrine Rally which will create news for every 
newspaper in America, 


"Use your telephone, Talk the meeting. Spread the word, The 
newspapers have conspired to be silent because many of their masters 
are opposed to this crusade, Because of this, it is important that 
we exercise without restraint the grapevine method of broadcasting 
the truth by word of mouth, 


G. L. K. 5S. 


"Reminder: Don't forget the special Closed Meeting for those who 
are anXious to help extend this crusade, which. is being held Monday 


night, July 16 ot 120), S. Hill St., Los Angeles - 8 p.m," 141 


of the Los Angeles County District Attorney's Office +15 
telephonically advised this office on July 16, 1945 that he had recocived a letter 
addressed to the Sheriff's Office, Polioe Department, and District Attorney's 
Office by LAWRENCE Vi. ALLEN, attorney for SMITH. This letter pointed out that 
SMITH is to conduct three meetings in Los Angeles as follows: 
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1204 South Hill Street, July 16, 19L5 
Embassy Auditorium, 803 South Grand Avenue, July 17, 1945 
Shrine Auditorium, July 20, 1945 


He stated the letter pointed out that for the past several meetings 
there has been considerable trouble with various groups trying to interrupt 
the meetings and that it was anticipated that there will be trouble at these 
three meetings. He advised the letter quotes a write-up from a local Jewish 
paper which calls on Hollywood and all sympathizers with minority groups to 
send twelve thousand pickets to the Shrine Auditorium July 20, 1945, to stop SI 
SMITH. stated that at 2:00 P.M. on July 16, 1945 a group of colored 
prople representing the NAACP called on District Attorney FRED HOWSER and 
objected to SLITH's appearances, 


? 
ee furnished this office with the following BD 


information: 








One investigator from this office attended a special meeting at the 
"Ham and Eggs" Headquarters, 1204 South Hill Street, Los Angeles, July 16, 1945. 
This meeting was called by GERALD SMITH, and was opened by him at 8:00 P.M. 


As in all of SMITH's preceding meetings, he went over the Jewish 
and Communist hate propaganda brought against him and his followers since his 
last meeting. SMITH took up most of the meeting time reading a photostatic copy 
of an article from the “Jewish Voice" newspaper, the office of which is located c 
at 406 South Main Street, Los Angeles, The article was written by one SAMUEL B. 
GACH and is entitled "City Councilman Lifts Hind Leg for 'Polecat’ SMITH". 
The brief of this article was the calling of GERALD SMITH and Councilman MEADE 
McCLANAHAN Fascists and spiritual polecats and attempting to gather a large 
number of people to picket the Shrine Auditorium on Friday night, July 20, 1945, 
in an attempt to keep SMITH from holding his meeting, claiming a number of 
HOLLYIOOD personalities would be present for the picket line to demonstrate on 
the outside while the No. 1 Nazi-American GERALD L. K. SMITH was holding his 
seditionist discourse on the inside--action on the outside of the Shrine Auditorium 
to smother what goes on inside on Friday night, July 20, 1945. 


SMITH made several comments on these remarks, principally that it was 
getting to be a fine Christian America when we stand for a bunch of money 
changing Communist rats' using such tactics to suppress Christian people from 
keeping America a Christian nation. 


The speaker brought forth the fact that the Jewish people donate huge 
sums of money to sustain a Gestapo office, known as the Anti-Defamation League 


“LA 100-7945 


of B'nai Btrith, its purpose being that if any person is heard to say anything 
against a Jew it is reported to their office and his name indexed in a file, and 
if this same person is reported again action is then taken to report him to 

{ the Police Department or Sheriff's Office for one reason or another. If this 
dses not keep this person still, the organization then works through this 
person's employer to secure termination of his services in whatever job he is 
holding. This information created quite a demonstration among the audience. 


SMITH then went into detail explaining his offer by letter to kr. 
EARL C. CRAIG, Chairman of the Public Affairs Forum, to meet any comers for a 
debate to determine his Americanism, which debate is to be held at the Embassy 
Auditorium, Ninth and Grand, on Tuesday night, July 17, 1945. This meeting 
will be covered by our office. 


The speaker then talked about the big rally he was holding on Friday 
night, July 20, 1945, at the Shrine Auditorium, stating that as before every 
effort wags being made to stop this meeting, the Communist "rats" even going so 
far as to make plans to hold a Communist meeting at the Olympic Auditorium on 
the same night and bring down from the North the Communist-lover elas General 
ROB NNY to act as the principal speaker, also getting WINCHELL to broadcast 
an announcement of the meeting on his program on Sunday, July 15, 1945. SMITH 
soid that as one can see, every door is open to these Communist "rats" but 
most every door for the Christians is forced shut due to pressure. However, 
SMITH said not to get the idea that everyone agrees with these rats, as he 
(SMITH) has ears in homes, factories, offices, and police departments all over 
\ the country and knows what these rats are planning even before the plans are 

= completed. He said we should fill the Shrine on Friday night--walk right 
through these rats and their lines and show them there are still Christian 
people in this country who dare them to try and change the right way of life. 

He stated there will be a great number of police on duty, so no one will attempt 

to use any force on anyone, 


SMITH in closing his meeting brought out the expense incurred in 
holding the Shrine meeting would be $1300,.00.for rent, help, otc., and also 
that it had cost him about 91,000.00 for his personal expenses during his 
month's stay in Los Angeles, oonsisting of hotel bill ond meals, typists, etc., 
and he requested every person present to give as freely as possible to help 
defray the abowe expenses. 


As o last minute note, SMITH praised Senator TENNEY for his fine 
work in flushing out the Communists and stated that some additional information 
uncovered by Senator TENNEY and in the records at Sacramento is the fact that 
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our own Attorney General ROBERT KENNY did make the statement that he would see 
thatall anti-Communist groups in California were made to hunt their holes, which 
shows which side of the fence he is on. 


The speaker also requested every person to carry two chairs downstairs 
with him to the ground floor, so trucks could pick them up next day. The 
meeting closed at 9:55 P.M. with approximately 500 persons present, The usual 
types of people were in attendance as had been observed in previous meetings, 

No Service personnel were observed. The meeting was very orderly, with no 
disturbances. There were four Los Angeles policemen on duty at the entrance to 
the hall. Apparently SMITH is not planning on using this hall any further for 
the present. His future plans will be discussed at his meeting on Friday night 
at the Shrine Auditorium, 


The following article appeared in the "Daily World" on July 16, 1945: 


"Sharp opposition to GERALD L. K. SMITH's Fascist activities is 
developing among Los Angeles citizens. 


"When SMITH holds his next meeting, scheduled for the Shrine 
Auditorium, Friday July 20, anti-Smith forces will be having a 
counter-rally at the next larger Olympic Auditorium. 


"The commercial press of Los Angeles has blocked off the silver 
shirt fuehrer with an almost complete wall of silence. Small radical 
groups which picketed his meetings have merely elicited cries of 
tkike' and ‘Christ killer' from SMITH, who like a typical Nazi, dotes 
on any kind of publicity, good or bad. 


“Serious elements in the community, however, believe that 
rising American fascism must be combated by cther means than a wall of 
silence and o protest picket line. They believe that if SMITH is 
allowed to speak as a 'Christian nationalist,' they have the obligation 
to be heard as democratic Amcricans, 


"Groups drawn from labor, religious and liberal organizations 
are backing the Friday anti-Smith rally which will be presided over 
by Assemblyman AL DEKKER. The meeting at the Olympic Auditorium has 
already been indorsed by the Hollywood Independent Citizen's 
Committee, the CIO Council Executive Board, the Beverly-Yestwood 
Democratic Committee, the National Citizens Politioal Action 
Committee, the Amorican Youth Congress, the Southland Jewish 
organization and the committees of correspondents, 
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“Other groups are expected to come in at a special meeting of 
the Committee against Fascist Organization in Los Angeles, and which 
will be held Tuesday night at the Royal Palms Hotel. 


thei 


"Many genuinely anti-Fascist groups have been debating the 
free speech issue as applied to the American Fascists. All are 
agreed, however, on a hard-hitting mass answer to the man whose 
Jew-baiting and Democracy-baiting stems from undefeated Hitlerism. 


"URGENT! 


“tuesday, 8.p.m., July 17, Royal Palms Hotel, 360 South West~ 
“ lake Avenue. 


"It is urgent that all organizations send at least three 
representatives and all interested individuals to attend this 
meeting in order to coordinate Los Angeles' fight against 
GERALD L. K. SMITH. Plans will be completed for an Olympic 
Auditorium mass rally against Fascist organization in Los 
Angelea to be held Friday night, July 20. 


"Emergency committee headquarters, room 1021, 458 South 
Spring street. Telephone: MI 9521," 


The following article appeared in the Los Angeles "Daily News” on 


( July 19, 1945: 
af uly 19, 19h5 


"Democratic responsibility of wartime Los Angeles was under- 
scored yesterday in a call by California Atty. Gen. ROBERT W. 
KENNY for a huge community mobilization in the Olympic Auditorium 
tomorrow night. 


"KENNY said he would chair the meeting on behalf of several 
hundred civic, religious, labor and other groups which are cooperating 
in the rally with the Council for Civio Unity. 


"said the attorney general: ‘You can almost see the pattern of 
community strife developing. California, with its enormous wartime 
industrial growth, has become one of the great danger spots in the 
country.' 


"Citing that industrial dislocation caused by the war inevitably 
nttracts to the community ‘the political patent medicine ment, KENNY 
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said the Olympic meeting will be an initial step in developing a 
broad, positive program for continuing democracy. 


"He annotinced that support of the program has been voiced by both 
democratic and repubhican leaders, by united organised labor, by 
Hollywood saiag business leaders, religious and patriotic organizations. 


"As a symbol of the ‘dangerous doctrines' which create racial and 
class disunity and weaken the community KENNY cited the local campaign 
of GERALD L. K. SMITH, ex-associate of rung ONG ané¥fi lver Shirt 
leader WILLIAl DUDLEYePELLEY, now in federal prison. 


"SMITH is holding forth, with the support of Councilman MEADE 


—~SNoCLANAHAN, im a meeting at the Shrine auditorium on the night of 
the democratic rally in the Olympic. 


"Mayor TCHER BOWRON has endorsed the democratic meeting, which 
opens at 8 p.m., and will send a speaker; a number af councilmen, 
supervisors, |jassemblymen and judges will attend also, 


echoed yesterday by publisher MARS IELD III, momber of the board 


pyrite point that Los Angeles ig a postwar danger spot was 
of directors e the American Counoil ia Race Relations. 


< 


"PIELD old a fee testis of 50 religious and minorities leaders 
that the Southland, like Chicago, must organize a ‘coordinating group 
for effeetiv action’ of the entire community on behalf of democracy and 
unity and *e4 inst racial and religious inoitements,’ 


On July 9, 1945, WME «1-2205:0019 contacted the Los Angeles ~ | 
Field Office and advised © e and a group of veterans from World War I were 
determined to stop GERALD Ll K. SMITH from leoturing at the Shrine Auditorium. 
He stated they had talked to some “big shot", name unknown, at the Shrine bre 


Auditorium, who olaimed to have checked GERALD L. K. SMITH! the F.B.I. 
and had been assured that he “had a olean bill of health”. oni declined 

arge group of erans 

wi im and that|/he wondered why the F.B.I. had given an 0.K, on SMITH. a 

a-.: advised that no information was furnished from the files of the F.B.I. 


to furnish any information about himself but said he had a 
concerning SMITH and no approval or disapproval has been given. 
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This meeting was held in the auditorium of the Royal Palms Hotel and 
opened about 8:30 p,m. with about 200 people present (it seats around 300). 
Mr. ALBER@%DEKKER, well-known actor and new California State Assemblyman, was 
on the platform as Chairman with Mr, GEORG@ASTILLER in charge of publicity. 


Mr. DEKKER said this meeting tonight was to organize a Committee to 
fill the Olympic Auditorium to overflowing in protest against GERALD L. K,. 
SMITH and he would like at least 12,000 people to be there. He then introduced 
Mr. G. RAYMOND@YBOOTH of the Couneil for Civic Unity. 


Mr. G. RAYMOND BOOTH of tH@ouncil for Civic Unity of Los Angeles, 
who is described as white, American, about_55, 5’ 10", 180 lbs, wears glasses, 
slightly bald headed, talked briefly. He asked the audience to help them in 


securing people to attend the Olympic mass meeting in their fight on Fascism. 


The Chairman then read from a Little paper, PIN Fact", (smell four 
page national weekly which has followed the Communist Party propaganda line); 
this was supposed to be a reprint of a War Department instruction sheet on 
combating discrimination. 


At 9:45 pom. Mr. GEORGE STILLER of George Stiller & Associates, Room 
1021, 458 South Spring Street, which raises funds for various Jewish groups in 
Los Angeles, made his talk, He resides at 167 North Mansfield Avenue and is 
described as typically Jewish, about ho, 5* 3", stocky build, around 160 pounds, 
smooth shaven, rather dark complexion. He explained what they have been doing 
and plan to do to combat SMITH and Fascism. He said that for weeks we have been 
worrying about what SMITH was going to do next and what we will do. He said 
he had decided to rent the Olympie Auditorium and he had paid the rent out cf 
his own pocket and also paid the rent for this- hall tonight, He said he is the 
head of the group in charge of filling the Olympic. He pointed out he is not a 
speaker but a publicity man. He said they had contacted the Hollywood Independent 
Citizens Committee, the CIO Execiytive Board, and that last Sunday he had held 
a meeting in his home with CAROL TAKS ag chairman. He said that tomorrow 
morning (Viednesday, July 18) thdre will be a newspaper press conference at the 
Ambassador Hotel with Attorney General BODMEENNY aos Chairman; that they had 
sent out 100 telegrams to different newspapers, eto., asking them to have 
representatives present and that they would discuss plans to fill the Olympic 
Friday night. He said at the Olympic they would have on the platform seven 
city councilmen, also MIC 'ANNING, the new Los Angeles Postmaster, and a 
Dr. (sounded like CAREON); may be Dr. ag et of the Mexican Affairs 
Committees oF: 


Mr. STILLER outlined among the things they needed was first 
communication and organization; he said they were organizing telephone 
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committees to call different people in the areas with the aim of distributing 
50,000 copies of a circular they are getting out against GERALD L. K. SMITH 
and Fascism. He aise said the A.Y. Shaner icon Youth for Democracy, successor 
organization to t ung Communist Léague) {s to tistributé at Hollywood 
Bowl, Thursday night, July 19, 10,000 of these circulars. 


Then Mr. DEKKER asked for suggestions from the audience os to the best 
way of filling the Olympic ond as to how best to eliminate GERALD SMITH and 
all the Fascists of SMITH's type there are or will be after him. He said he 
would recognize speakers from the audience for this purpose. Among those who 
responded were: 


f 
A us" GELHOUSING (2) who said he wos with tho Beverly-Westwood 
Democratic Committee. He said they had covered their area by telephone with 
good results and had cellected considerable money to help defray expenses. He 
is a man about 55, tall, and wears glasses. 


Then EMIeFREED (welleknown Los Angeles Communist) who said he was 
from Local 311 of the ube Machinists Union, A.F.L., describod as 
Jewish, stocky build, about: 37 years old, made o suggestion which the observer 
did not clearly understand. 


Then LEW“FABBITT who said he was of the American Veterans Committee, 
(a new organization which receives favorable publicity in the Communist press 
from time to time), said his Committee is in the fight against Fascism and they 
would do whatever they could to help out. ; 


A Gentile woman who said she is a minority leader of the League of 
Women Voters, said her group met recently and voted to support this Committes 
in their plan to fill the Olympic. She said she had contacted the YWCA group 
but they have not yet deoided whether to support this movement or not, but were 
to give her an answer on Wednesday. She expressed the belief the YWCA would 
support this Committes. Before she talked she a:.id the head of theLengue of 
Women Voters, 4 Mr eHeMcMANNIS, wos supposed to be here and talk. She called “out 
her name but got no ‘response, and then went ahead and made her short talk. This 
woman is white, American, about 50, 5! ,", 130 los, wears glasses, neat appearante, 
a good talker. 


Then o man, name unknown, who seid he was from tho "Free Italy Society 


(small local group of Italians or Italian-Americans which receives much 
favorable publicity in the Communist press), made his talk. He is described as 
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around 35, 5' 5", 140 lbs, Italian or Jewish appearance, and talked with an 
accent. He said they should go after SMITH and smash him now and not adopt 

a passive plan or just ignore him or laugh him off as a crackpot, because, he 
said, the Italians had made that same mistake with MUSSOLINI when he first 
appeared on the scene and they had lived to see him ruin Italy. He warned not 
to treat GERALD SMITH the same way, 


A Jewish man, who said he works for the Douglas Company, described 
as swarthy, about 35, long nose, sharp featured, narrow face, about 5' 6", 130 
lbs., the aggressive type, said he favored getting the Olympic meeting over as 
quickly as possible on Friday night before SMITH's meeting at the Shrine is over 
and then for them all to rush to the Shrine and completely ring it with pickets 
and protests. At lenst half the audience appeared to be agninst this plan of 
action and there were shouts of "no, not" The lady from the League of Women 
Voters was very much against his plan. 


THOMAGNRANFORD, who said he is with the Los Angeles Centrol Labor 
Council, A.F.L., made a brief talk. He said he is against any action such as 
a mass picket line of the Shrine. He said they must conduct themselveg in an 
orderly manner, and that they must recognize the right of free speech and 
free assemblage and the right to organize for their enemies as woll as for 
themselves. About half the audience seemed to agree with his suggestions. 


. MYRA TANNER WEISS (looal leader of the Socialist Workers Party, 
Trotskyite, She was a candidate for Mayor at the April primayi6s) spoke. She 
said she was in a Trotskyite group and that she was speaking for same. She 
said they have had many disagreements with this group but we are willing to 
forget all our disagreements for the time being and organize in a united front 
to combat GERALD SMITH and Fascism. She said her organization will abide by 
the decision of this committee in whatever plan they decide upon, but she 
thought the idea of going en mass to the Shrine Auditorium was the proper one. 
(NOTE: The Social Workers Party had a meeting at Embassy Auditorium Friday 
night July 6, 1945 regarding the best way of combatting SMITH's influence at 
which Mrs. WEISS talked at length and at that time she orlticized the Workers 
Party, another small Trotskyite group in Los Angeles, for having picketed 
SMITH's meeting and saying that was really advertising him instead of hurting 
him). 


WILLIAM eis S cane of the CIO (appointed new Southern California 
War Relief Director for the CIO last year), is described as Jewish, about 35, 
5’ 10", 145 pounds. He said that while he wanted to get rid of SMITH, he wanted 
it done by using a11 legal means. He said there must be many legal ongles the 
Committee would know of to run SMITH out. 
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AL DODGE, who s&id he represented the 54th A. D. Democratic Club, 
soid his group had passed a resolution to run SMITH out of town. 


ED aRD JQ"DAVENPORT, new councilman for the 12th District, arose and 
he was invited to the platform where he spoke. He said he wanted this program 
to be orderly and legal, and that he wished to be counted among the group te 
get rid of SMITH and fight Fascism but that he believed in the laws of the land 
and that everything must be orderly and legal and we must recognize SNITH's 
right to free speeoh and assembly and his right to organize. As an example of 
that he said he had served on the Committee to put sap back on the air 
after he had been taken off, so, he said, he couldn't Mow do an about face and 
deprive another man of his rights. He said he wanted the protest to be legal 
and orderly. Get the job done, get the crowd out and show SMITH up by putting 
on bigger and better demonstrations. He said, “Make no mistake about this man 
SMITH. He has what it takes and he is formidable, so we must not under estimate 
him because he is just what his people want. You cannot ignore him. We muat 
get all groups and organizations in the city and let them know what is going on 
and help eliminate SMITH." Mr, DAVENPORT then mentioned the Chamber of Commerce 
and said it really was a business union to foster trade and help Los Angeles. 

He said the Merchants and Manufacturers Association was a powerful group and is 
really © business union to further its aims and protect its members. He said 
this Committee should organize in the same way to fight SMITH and Fascism. 


The next speaker from the floor was Reverend ERNESPCALDECOTT of the 
First Unitarian Church. He said he was for this program to fill the Olympic 
Auditorium and have SMITH leave town, but he wanted to do everything by legal 
end fair means. He said SMITH was entitled to freedom of speech'and the right 
to assemble and organize, and the only way to defeat him was by getting larger 


crowds and o better organization and show that the majority are against SMITH. 


t Unitaeri awn Mhiie nh 


The next speaker from the floor was Attorney LE@-ASALLAGHER (Nationally 
famous Communist defense attorney), who said in substance about the same as 
the preceding speaker ERNEST CaLDECOTT, thet he believed in freedom of speech, etc. 


At 9:50 P.M. Mr. GEORGE STILLER resumed the speaker's stand and made 
some announcements, such as that BOB KENNY would be Chairman of the Press 
Conference at the Ambassador tomorrow morning. He said KENNY had planned to 
go to San Francisco then, but was staying over just to be at this press 
conference. He said that he would not take up time tonight to discuss money, 
but for them to have their money and friends ready for o big collection at the 
Olympic on Friday night. He said so far the obligations were $3,500.00; that 
the only oash put out so far was the rent for these two auditoriums and some 
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, who is described as Jewish, about 43 


0" aren ies 


years old, 5' 7°, 150 pounds, long nose, prominent ears, orose ond announced 
from the platform the program for Friday night, He said among the speakers 
would be ALBERT DEKKER and@ that the main speaker would be a prominent motion 
picture actor who would talk along the lines of comparing HITLER and GERALD 
SMITH. He said this meeting will be in a prize ring and he is sure SMITH will 
be knocked out. He said he could not announce this actor's name as he did not 
know it as yet. 








The next spe rom the floor was KENNETH VEIT (?) whe is froma 
CIO organization. He hey would have four sound trucks going around the 
( city to advertise the Olympic mass meeting; that they had already put out 10,000 


of the leaflets and expect to distribute another 50,000, 


The next speaker was ex~Congressman THOMAS FORD who said we must 
fight this Fascist GERALD SMITH, but it must be in an orderly manner by getting 
the majority of the people against him and form a large organization and crowd 
SMITH out. 

ra ms eee ES SS ee bye 

EMIEY NORTON le 
described as Jewish, about 35 years old, expressed her willingness to help the 
Committee to eliminate SMITH from Los Angeles, 










Next was a person whose nome \sounded like AB HESLER (7). He 

a ; said he represented the Abraham Lincoln Brigade. (NOTE: This is a group of 
men who fought against FRANCO in Spain during the Spanish Civil War, 1936-1939, 
and was recruited in the United States by the Communists). He is described as 
about 37 years old, Jewish, 5' 9", dark hair, He eaid the Abraham Lineoln 
Brigade of Spanish Wer Veterans had fought against FRANCO in Spain and that 
they hed in their possession a Nazi flag which had been presented to them in 
recognition of their being the first organisation to fight Fascism. He said 
this gift came from a flyer who had participated in fifty missions over Germany. 
He said he was sure his organization would back him in using this flag at the 

; Olympic mass meeting to help further the program in any way the Committee 


i thought best. There were suggestions from ALBERT DEKKER and others that it 
S| might be best to spread this captured Nari fise gue at the meeting and have 
‘ donations throwm on same to help fight Fascism 


F2SC5 Sie \ 


Then ALBERT DEKKER read the names of thd Committee as follows: 
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“ . : SSETT of AFL LEONARD 3@GRIFFI 
€ 3 3 FRANCISMSCULLY CAREY MoWILLI AMS 
are MARGACONNELLY Vi whose namo was added to 
sa J. RaYMO OOTH the list on motion from the floor 
FR and was approved by the audience) 


The last speaker was a Negro, who was either from Poris or his name 
sounded like Paris, He is desoribed as real black skin, about 40 years old, 


4 . amet = naz as =a = 
5! 9", 140 pounds, neatly dressed, and spoke with a French accent. He speke 


from the floor and wanted to know what was the intention of this Committee 

after SMITH was ousted. Mr, ER said that one of the things was that it 
would be a permanent F.E.P.Ce7AFair Employment Practice Committec). ‘This man 
then expressed his thanks for’ that and said he hod intended to propose it be 

@ permanent committee to fight disorimination and Fasoiem. This mon appeared to 
be well educated and intelligent and seemed to be known to other people in the 
audience and his statements were "listened to with respect. 


as that GERALD L. K, SMITH is planning 
to leave Los angeles approximatoly ee days after his meeting at the Shrine 


Auditorium on July 20, 1945. He stated that SMITH plans to make a tour of the 


na, 









: East for a period of six weeks for the purpose ising money from anti-Smith = 
interests, namely, Ford and other groups. that while SMITH is on 
of this tour the "Ham and Eggs” are booking h n twenty California cities and are 


+" . 
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planning a state-wide campaign on his return, which acoording to his present 
plans, Wili be about the middie of Septomber, © bID 


B crrace here thot the CIO Ship Ryilders Union voted to picket 
the SMI cting on July 20, 1945. However, PA NLEY and BILE@MITH of the 
Exccutive Committes advised they would fight the appropriation of any money for 
the picketing. therefore, if the Union fails to aporopriate any | 






money through tho Cc © Committee the picketing will be impossible, 


related that EARL C. CRAIG, Chairman of the Publio Affairs 
Na Forum, which meats each Tuesday oat 7:30 P.M, at the rotag oe Auditorium, has 
arranged a dcbate ooncerning SMITH. The debate was to be held Tuesday night, 
July 17, 1945 at the Embassy Auditorium and was to have been between JONATHAN | 
PERKINS and LEO GALLAGHER but by trickery or else secret pre-arrangement, SLITH 
is being substituted for PERKINS and o11 anti-Smith groups are being notified. 
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ey 2 2:2 this office with the following 


information: 


A meeting was held ot the Embassy Auditorium, Ninth and Grand, Tuesday 
night, July 17, 1945. The meeting was oalled to order at 7:30 P.M. by EARL C. 
CRAIG, who stated he wos Chairman of the Public Affairs Forum, that the meeting 


“Was boing held under their auspices, and that Mr. GERALD L. K, SMITH was 4 guest 


of this organization and the principal speaker of the evening. The meeting was 
opened with pledge of alleginnce to the American flag and the singing of the first 
and the last verses of "Amerion” by the audience. Mrs. VIV RE then sang two 
songs, after which Hr. CRAIG introduced SMITH. 


SMITH began his speech by stating that this meeting was to be in the 
nature of a debate and that he had invited members of the City Copnoil, the Ys 
LIN, Rabbi © ~ 
pies to speak 


Board of Supervisors, the Mayor, Attorney LEO & G CHARLI 
* HHAGNIN, EDWARD eyacbruson, ABPWAXLAN, 1 ILVER, and several 
fs opponents but ’they had all failed to appear. However, at the last moment he 


was able to secure JAMES CYAMGLEAN, Chairman of t owne Forum, located at 54) 
Towne Avenue, Los Angeles, ‘and JOHN WEYCOMB, who is chairman of an organi- 
zation here in Los Angeles to restore the Republio of Spain. 


Mr. SMITH then stated that they first wanted to take up a collection 
in order to secure the money for rent and other expenses inourred for the 
evening's meeting. 


He said that the opposition, which he classed os the Russians from 
Hollywood, Communist and Jewish organizations, were going to hold o large 
meeting at the Olympic Auditorium on Friday night, July 20, which was to be 
quite an elaborate affair. It was said that State's Attorney General ROBERT 
KENNY was to preside at the meoting, that movie stars have been invited, and . 
that the press was to be given a dinner preceding the meeting and everything 
was being done to make it a big success and draw the orowd from SNMITH's meeting 
which is to be held oat the Shrine Auditorium the same night. © ; 

Mr. McLEAN wos introduced and compared SMITH to HITLER, stating that 
he was anti-Semitic ond was trying to create race hatred, not only against the 
Jews but also among oll classes of people. He also said that SMITH was a faker. 


Mr. HONEYCOMB wos given o few minutes to talk, and he tried to bring 
out SMITH's background, stoting he was o member of the Pelley Silver Shirts, 
that both SMITH and his wife had membership cards in that organization, and that 
he was connected with HUEY LONG and tried to take LONG's place after his death 


ae 


“ in > Pa 
ta * 
' ‘ : u ss fo 8 si 2% 
; :. io ae 
: « 


~ LA 100-7945 in 

but, was unable to do so, and later was a follower of Fatherf@OUGHLIN, also of 
Dr{ToUNSEND, He said that at the outbreak of the war SMITH joined an isolationist 
( x. for United States Senator from Michigan, his platform being tires for everybody 
and free speech for COUGHLIN. HONEYCOMB stated that SMITH was unfrocked by the 
church and entered politios with HUEY LONG. 


Mr. SKITH then took the floor again and attempted to deny the state- 
ments that the two speakers had made about him. He was able to clear himself 
to the satisfaction of the audience on each charge that they had made, although 
he did not give muoh of an explanation, for the majority of the audience was 
for him and it was not necessary for him to explain very much, The crowd was 

rather orderly although both his opponents made numerous derogatory statements 
ff about SMITH. Five police officers were present. They spent most of their time 
in the lobby of the auditorium. No one in uniform of the armed services was 
observed in the audience, The audience was composed mostly of elderly people, 
and from bits of conversation heard evidently most of them belong to the "Han 
and Eggs” organization, 


The meeting closed about 10:45 P.M. 
The following article appeared in the "Daily World" on July 19, 1945: 


“The poople’s ranks closed solidly today for a decisive all-out 
offensive to uproot Fascist organizations from Los Angeles. 


"The offensive to be launched Friday night with a giant mass 
rally at the Olympic Auditorium, will deliver a body blow to 
GERALD L. K. SMITH, America Fascist leader, who had hoped to set 
up & permanent base in this war busy city. j 
} 


t 
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"Stop SMITH’ strategy, worked out in complete detail at aon 
emergency conference held at the Royal Palace Hotel Tuesday 
night, is based on the forces of organized labor joined by civic, 
oe religious, veterans, fraternal and women's groups and other community 
(° organizotions. 


~~ "Present at the meeting were representatives of organizations 
with members numbering into the hundreds of thousands, 


"Purthor plans will be set today at a special publicity 
luncheon called by Attorney General ROBERT KENNY, chairman of the 
rally. 
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“This will be followed later today by the meeting of the 
arrangements committee made up of KENNY, Vi. J. BASSETT, seoretary 


of the AFL Central Labor Council; T, chairman of the Railway 
Brotherhood's legislative counoil; PRI NNELLY, secretary of 
the CIO Industrial Council; E. RAYMO TH, executive segretary 


of the Council for Civio Unity; THO! fe eogaisae president of 
d 


the NAACP; ELEANOR ABOWITZ of the Hollywood Independent Citizens 
Committee ; LLACK, chairman of the women's division of the 
Jewish Communjty Council; GAREY MeWILLIAMS of the National : 


Citizens PAC; and LEQGALLAN, executive secretary of the Los 
Angeles Jewish Community Council. 


_ "Other organizations co-sponsoring the Olympio rally include the 
: American Veterans Committee, League of Women Voters, Hollywood Free 
j . World Association, Free Italy Society, Committee for Fair Play, 
Emergency Committee for KFI, Indepéndent Voters of South Pasadena, 
Beverly-"estwood Democratic Club and scores of other democratic and 
non-partison groups and AFL and CIO locals. | 


"Civic leaders and other individuals pledged to attend the 
rally ond support its pur apenci includ Counoilmen J. VY USTIN, 
ED VENPORT, GEORGE RONK, L. MBERLAKE, HARO DY, 
and PARLEY PaR ones BAC SON. Others’ unable to attend but. 


; endorsing the : of the rally and pledged to send messages will 
eo be Mayor om OWRON, Supervisors JOHN ansoafrORD and ROGER 
ce : ESSUP; sors Ba OMB, ohairman of tho Republican County Central 

af - ‘| Committee, ahd soores of other dignitarics.” 


There were approximately 3500 people at the Shrine Auditorium. The 
Reverend Claypool Wilson gave the invocation. WILLI EN conducted the 
meeting, There were about 35 or 40 people on the platform, se Dr. 
AYLOVELL, who was introduced to the audience, ; 
, ALLEN introduced MEADE MoCLAN ag the first speaker. McCLANAHAN 
appeared very much upset. He said that the reason the auditorium was not 
filled to capacity and a crowd outside trying to got in was that the people 
who were running the moeting at the Olympic Auditorium had sabotaged tho street 
cars, packing them with people riding back and forth, throwing the trolleys off, 
and in other ways causing delays in transportation. He said he would say 
nothing further in.that regard, but would leave it to SMITH, who could speak 
more forcibly. 
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McCLANAHAN reviewed his assooiation with SMITH, saying that when 
he heard that tne Mayor had told SMITH to leave town as soon as possible, he 
decided that SMITH would be a good man to look up. He mentioned the Councilmen 
who were speaking at the Olympic, and said that they were being paid for being 
there, while he wasn't getting a cent for speaking at the Shrine. He referred 
specifically to Councilman CHRISTIANSEN, who he said was 76 and had been to 
Russia four times, and he could understand his going to the Olympic. As for 
Councilman TIMBERLAKE - well, he was new and probably didn't know any better. 
He didn't know what other Councilmen Were speaking there. He said that one 
of the Councilmen clese to the Mayor told him that he could have had quite a 
sum if he had accepted the invitation to speak; however, he had turned it down. 


MoCLANARAN then said that on the whole the Councilmen had been rather 
decent about the situation; that a number of resolutions had been brought up 
about him, but nothing had been done. Also, the Mayor had shown a little courage 
anyway by not responding to the pressure that had been brought against him 
concerning MoCLANAHAN., ~ 


MoCLANAHAN spoke of the attacks upon him by the Messenger and the 
Voice, referring particularly to SAMMY GACH. 


YILLIS ALLEN introduced SMITH as the next speaker. SMITH took the 
same line about the street cars being sabotaged by the Communists and the Jews. 


He claimed that there were 5,000 people present in the Shrine, good 
Christian Americans, while thirty~five per cent to ninety per cent of those at 
the Olympic wera Jews, (McCLANAHAN made the same statement) 


SMITH said that the American Legion Americanism Cammittee and the 
V.F.W. were not officially represented at the Olympic; that the A.F. of L. was 
dragged in by force, and that he was so informed by the A.F. of L. people. 
He praised the Catholic church, saying that their leadership ia very understanding; 
that they were not officially represented at the Olympic, nor were the 
Fundamentalists. He mentioned that a press conference the day before, he 
had informed the press that if Sauer Ace and Senator TENNEY endorsed the 
meeting he would cancel his own meeting at the Shrine. However, he was sure 
that they could not, although he had not discussed the matter with those 
gentlemen, 


He ranted against the Federal Council of Churches and against FARNHAM, 
stating that they did not believe in Christ. He spoke sneeringly of the Council 
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for Civic Unity. He had a copy ef the 195 TENNEY report in front of him, and 
said that the names of fourteen people listed on the letterhead of the Council 
for Civic Unity also appeared in the TENNEY report as Communists and that 
KENNY's name is also included therein. 


He madé a bid for sympathy by declaring that for the past six weeks 
his enemies have been trying to inspire some fanatic to shoot him. He said 
that there are twenty million Christians now in prison in Russia becouse they 
have refused to renounce Christ in favor of Communism; that he has proof that 
KENNY stated: "I propose to fight every organization that is opposed to 
Communism", He declared that KENNY should be impeached, which statement brought 
forth enthusiastic applause, 


SMITH stated that by that night or in the next day or two he hoped to 
have 100,000 signatures on the RANKIN petition to investigate the "Babylonian 
cannaille of Hollywood"; that he is not anti-Semitic, but that the only reason 
thet it is safe for the Jews to live here in America is that this is a Christian 
nation; that this is the only place where it ig aafe for them; that he believes 
in hospitality. However, he indicated that he would deny hospitality to the 
Jewish refugees, He intimated that many of them were here illegally, stating 
that they had sneaked in with their millions through Mexico and settled in 
Beverly Hills, and they can't even speak the American language; that they are 
not going to run him out of town, 


He stated that the Jews had better get over their sensitiveness over 
the use of the word "Jew", He also stated that if o man comes here from Russia 
and wants to substitute the Russian constitution for the American constitution, 
and if he happens to be a Jew, he isn’t supposed to mention the word, and if 
he uses the term “international bankers” he is oonsidered to be criticizing the 
Jews. Those refugees who prefer the Russian government should be put in a boat 
and sent back to Russia. The Jews should make friends instead of enemies = 
instead of putting on a "hate Christ” campaign at the Olympic. 


SHITH announced that he is opposed to any-more immigration until our 
soldiers come home and get jobs, That's why they (the Jews) hate him. When 
the soldiers get back they will find their jobs taken by refugoes while they 
were gone. He stated that he would fight immigration while there is breath left 
in his body, etc. ctc,. 


He said that years ago G. ALLISON PHELPS (whose name brought forth 


‘applause from the audience), had warned about the refugees sneaking in from 


Mexico and that as a consequence he had been hounded and persecuted for telling 
the truth so that he cannot even get an ordinary job. 
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SMITH then announced that he had twenty-five speaking engagemonts in 
other large cities of this nation, and was leaving shortly; that this was the 
Fs last large meeting he would have, However, he would be back in the fall and 
; intends to establish a regional office here. (The news of his return was greeted 
by enthusiastic applause.) sy 


Referring again to PHELPS, he said that the latter had written a 
letter to Congressman RANKIN and that he had asked him to read it at this meeting. 
He introduced PHELPS, stating that here is a man who has been ocruoified on the 
cross by Warner Brothers, the May Company, and the Reds of Hollywood. 


PHELPS read his letter to RANKIN, which was a vicious thing. He ranted 
against Hollywood. He said that a buhch of alieneborn perverts controlled a 
( . million doller industry and in making his yjcious remarks about the industry, 
he said be had specific reference to TALEROSNCHEL, The letter stated that 
CHARLESJBHAPLIN had a fund set eside to be fused to bring oliens into the United 
States,’ and that CHAPLIN wae asking for a second front when we were losing tho | 
war so badly; that CHAPLIN sponsored STALIN's LION FEUCHTTAANGER, a refugee now 
living in Southern California; that PEUCHTWANGER's name also appears in the 
TENNEY report; that JOHN HOWsR WSON also tendered a dinner “toOXFEUCHTWANGER. 
He said that the Russian born Madn't forgotten their homeland; that HARRYWARNER 
was born in Russia, He mentioned PAULET DDARD (whose nome he said waa4LEVY), 
and ANATOLE‘ LITVAK, He then reforred tg the “under cover boys" = the attorneys, 
LE EVI§, MENDElYSILBERBORG, and DAVIDMSOLEMAN, representativos of the¥Anti- 
Defomation League Of the Btnai\ Btrith. They have modals, he said, for having ee 6 
axposéa so-called subversives; many of whom are fine: Americans. He aske Ww, 
to make a real ‘investigation of those attorneys. He then listed the following: ) ¢', 
HARRY “'ARNER was born in Russia; JO CHENCK was born in Russia; N CHOLAS = er 7 
CHENCKX was born in Russia; ANATOLE LITVasK was born in Roumania; TZ was 


*“born in Russia, and "God only knows where SOHN was born"; ALALICHTHAN . 

was born in Hungary; JOSERMPPASTSRNAE, ALEK ORDA, GREGORTRRATOFF | 

/ LOUIS BSAUAYER were all forkign born, "These arf just a few of the joy boys". 

te He wound up his letter to RANKIN by urging him to investigete this 

( %, alien cesspool of Hollywood, jae 9 
: : he. <4 -#-* 

(The audience agreed with PEELPS in every respect.) 
SMITH then spoke. He announced that PHELPS would be a guest of the 


Reverend LOVELL in his church on Sunday night, His subject would be: “The 
Hypocrisy of Hollywood", 
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He then began his plea for money, stating that he had spent a great 
deal of money on the meeting at the Shrine. The rent was 3500.00; incidentals, 
$1,000.00; printing, $400.00; postage, y250.00; all in oll, he had spent about 
$2,250.00. He pleaded that the audicnce be generous with their contributions. 
He told them that copies of the letter that PHELPS had just read would be sent 
to all those who contributed. 


He asked those who lived in the 13th District to raise their hands. 
(There were not very many.) He then asked them to so indicate on their envelopes. 
He also requested that tho people indicate whether they would be willing to 
circulate cards for future meetings "whether here or at the Hollywood Bowl", 
suggesting that some take one hundred or thirty or twenty-five, and so on down 
the line. He spent a groat dool of time urging them to contribute generously 
and prayed while the ushers were collecting the contributions. 


The collection having been completed, SMITH announced he would discuss 
three great iasues, the first boing the threat of the supor-state, He then 
made his usual speech about the international bankers being out to control the 
money of the world; thet the international bankers gave us our depression; that 
we had plenty of food, but our people wore starving to death; that last time 
we plowed undor our crops, but this time wo are going to plow undor the inter-— 
national bankers; that the international bankers want to make it possible for 
foreign countrics to tell us when we have to send our boys out to get killed. 


He talked about the rubber tire situation, and that there was no - 
necessity to be without tires; that he had gone to HENRY FORD and, discussed the 
matter with the Chief Chemist at the Ford plant, and wos told that they could 
have all the tires that would be necded in this country within six months. 
However, the rubber business is in the hands of the international bankers, 


_ consequently we have no tires, He also consulted with another chemist who 


told him the same thing; also that in Germany they were making synthetio tires 
and he was told that the Standard Oil Company owned the patent. 


He said we should thank God that HENRY WALLACE is not President of the 
United States and that he thinks HARRY TRUMAN is a great President. 


At the time he was investigating the rubber situation, BERNARD BARUCH 
hod charge of that item. He said that BaRUCH was a great international banker 
and that he refused to make tires. 


He then told the audience that the Ford Tire Company was condemned 


by President ROOSEVELT and sent to Russia; that ROOSEVELT stole the factory 
from the American citizens. 
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He referred to the five thousand German girls who were supposed to 
have heen raped by the Sengelose troops - five thousand Christian girls. This 
wos the work of the Russians. 


He repeated his story about HENRY WALLage's speech at Madison Square 
Garden on the anniversary of the Russian revolution, and said that WALLACE 
should be sent to Moscow, 


He had invited the press to his meoting at the Shrine, but they had 
not taken advantage of the tables he had prepared for them. He referred again 
to the Olympic Auditorium ond said that the same type of people are there as 
those who picketed his meeting at the "hilharmonic. He stated that if the 
Communists and left-wing Jews think the Russian system is much better than ours, 
they should be put on boats and sent to Russin. "These rasczals are organized. 
They are prepared to take over America", thy. 


cy af 
He announced that he would preach t Perkins’ Peoples Church at the 
Friday Morning Club at 11:00 on Sunday, asking the people to give PERKINS a big 
hand; also that he would speak at 2:00 P.M. on Sunday at the Ham _'p' Eggs 
hall, and that he would be in the audience at LOVELL's church Sunday night when 
‘PHELPS would be the guest speaker, 


SMITH was very bitter in speaking about the meeting at the Olympic 
and especially in referring to the Mayor. The Mayor had told him to leave as 
soon as possible, but he had sponsored the meeting at the Olympic by sending 
the "assistant Mayor" there as his representative. 


SMITH said there is no-such thing as sixty million jobs; that twenty 
million people can make everything we need with the use of machinery. He said 
that when he came here to Los Angeles the Ham 'n' Egg group offered him 
hospitality; that WILLI§ ALLEN asked him to sponsor a program that will take us 
out of the hands of the international bankers; that there will be millions of 
unemployed turned loose on the streets. : 

will return to California early this Fall and he wents WILLIS 
and LAWRENCE \ALLEN to set up some twenty to thirty mectings. Petitions will be 
circulnted to put Ham 'n’ Eggs on the ballot, 


SMITH remarked that he had sent his representative to the Ambassador 
to attend a press conference that was being held by the sponsors of the Olympic 
Auditorium progrm, but they threw him out, 


Rover of HEI, a Aé.anceramne, ond Drs) HL were also on the 
platform, Wh 
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While SMITH was still ranting about Russie a number of people started 
to leave. There was a constant stream of people leaving after that, and finally 
SMITH asked the people to atand and sing. He kept them standing for the remainder 
of the program and finally told the people that he would be through shortly, 
asking them to stand still and pray. | 


ee «21213 this office with tha following 


information: 


A meeting was held by the anti-SMITH groups at the Olympio Auditoriun, 
Los Angeles, on Fridey night, July 20, 1945. The auditorium, capacity of which 
is 10,400, was packed and nany people were unable to gain admission. 


The meeting was opened by SAM HALTER, radio commentator. The audience 
was asked to stand and sing one verse of the "Star Spangled Banner". Following 
this, State's Attorney General ROBERT WoMKENNY was introduced and spoke for 
some thirty minutes. After Mr. KENNY's speech, a message was read from Mayor 
BOWRON by Mr. ee OOK Assistant Mayor. GREGORY PECK, movie actor, then 
read a short speech Which Wid “somposed far goly of quotations and comparative 
statements made by ADOLF HITLER and GERALD L. K. SMITH. 


From this point Mr. JOHN By HIUGHES, radio commentator, acted as 
master of ceremonies. He introduced Dr. E. CoAFARNHAM, Executive Secretary of 
thejenurch Federation of Log Angeles, who is dlso Chairman of the Los Angeles 
Couficil for Civic Unity, and Dr. FaRNHAM gave a short talk. Rabb 


eno 
__MAGNIN was then introduced and spoke for a few minutes. Among other things he 





said, "We arc fighting for o principle", "There have always been seedga of 
Fascism here", and "™t can happen here but it won't", There was then read 4 
message from Chi Just eeferBSon of the California Supreme Court, Following 
this, Mra, ALBERPRQUON, a Chinese lady who was nomed as California State 
Mother of 1945 ank who is also Secretary of the Council for Civic Unity, was 
introduced and spoke for a few minutes from a prepared spegoh,. 


HUGHES thon introduced representatives of the two major Labor 
organizations, and in moking his introduction stated that the strongest 
resistance to Fascism has always been organized labor. He intrcduced W, WJ. 
BASSETT, Secretary-Treasurer of the Central Labor Counosil of the Americ 
‘Federation of Labor, who said among other things that GERALD L. K. SMITH, 
is thd worst enemy of Labor today; that he is even worse than CECIL ByyDeMILLE. 


PHIMSPONNELLY, President of t os Angeles Cowneil of the C.1.0., spoke for © 
a short time, saying, among otter statements, that “Hitler is dead but 
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GERALD L, K. SMITH still spreads HITLER‘s venom","SMITH is here to mobilize 
the returning war veterane against organized Labor", “SMITH is financed by 
( _ reactionary Big Business interests - the same forces are bringing Congressman 
~~ RANKIN here", and "Those who preach Fascism heve no right to free speech", 


ae. Messages were read from eS ee Superintendent of the Los 
Angeles City Schools System, and C. CoTRILLINGHAM, Superintendent of the Los 
Angeles County Schools System, 


The meeting was then taken over by State Assemblyman ALBERT DEKKER, _ 
He announced that another meeting is to be oalled and then started solicitation 
wn for funds. Vomen in the uniform of the ¥.A.D.C. passed through the audience, 

a taking the collection, It was requested that checks be made payable to CAREY 
McWILLIAMS. Among the larger checks and pledges which were received and announced 
by Assemblyman DEKKER were the following: -4Beverly-Westwood Democratio Club, 
3625.00; ISAAG“PACHT, §100.00;Mealey Mattress Company, }250.00¢%Southland | 
Jewish Organization, $500.0Qs-Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the 
Arts, Sciences, and Professions, $500.00;fweme Hardware Company, $100.00; 
SimomZazarus, $100.00s¢Pacific Sound Equipment Company, $100,00;;¢omposite 
Lodge #639, A.F. & AM, $100 ,00p%Juncticn Drug Company, $100 ,.00;Newsboys 
‘Dnion, $100.00 paNationnl Youth Congress, $500.0 ampus Shop, $100.00; MARTIN - 

“SYOUNG, $100.00; also $25.00 each from City Councflmem+#ARBY \VOAVENPORT, and | 
| TINBERLAKE, In addition, there were many ohecks of $25.00, $10.00, and $5.00, 
and o considerable cellection of cash. | 


a Following the collection there was a talk by sundied MeREOT ER, movie 
actor, who devoted most of his time to vilifying Congressman RANKIN and ended 

up by saying: "We'll get RANKIN”, Various state assemblymen were introduced 

by DEKKER, although not all seemed to be present. Among thease were THOMAS J. . 


\DOYLE, JACKrMAY, VERNOWKKILPATRICK, ERNES EBBS, AUGUSTUS ins, 
"JOHN CeXLYONS, BVERETA-BURKHALTER, PHIL 18, WILLIAM-ROSENTHAL, and RALPH 
“~<DILLS. ‘ Messages were read from County Supervisor R , Councilmen 
GEORGE P , HARRPACHRISTIANSEN> and J. WHYAUSTIN, also from Judge GEORGIA 
M: BULLOCK, A telegram’ U. S. Senator SHERI WNEY,was read, Various other 
individuals were then introduced, among whom wefe ALVIIOPILDER, who was named 


as a veteran of the "Battle of KFI"™; Mrs, SUMNERMSPAULDING ; B CHENBERG of the 
American Legion; H. CLAUD. SON, Vice-President of the N.A.A.C.P.3 Mra. 

RALPH EA@#VANDERVOOR, Presfdent of the Los Angeles League of Women Voters; ROLAND 

®MoNITT, Chairman of the Los Angeles County Democratic Central Committes. 

‘letter from JOHWRBARTON was read, he being Chairman of the Los Angeles County 
Republican Centra Committee. Postmaster MICHAEL FANNING wes introduced from 
the floor, as was CAREY MeWILLIAMS., A To followed, and the 
meeting glosed at 11:30 p.m., with repetition of thé pledge of allegiance to 
the American flag led by Assemblyman DEKKER, ? 





’ 
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Of the entire audience the largest percentage appeared to be people 
of the Jewish race, with a sprinkling of Négroes. There were only & very few 
: military uniforms noted, 






The following article appeared in thg@/Los Angeles Herald and Express 
on July 21, 1945: 
"twelve thousand men and women attended an overflow meoting of 
tan Amerioan City in Action” at the Olympic Auditorium last night, the first 

of a planned series designed to fight anti-democratio forces and — 
intolerance. 


“More than LOO oivic, patriotic, labor and veterans’ organizations 
{ sponsored the meeting. 


“Chief speaker was Attorney Goneral ROBERT ®. KENNY, who warned 
against olass and racial diecrimination in California. ; 


"'’Joblessness, insecurity and violence were breeding grounds 
of the now deceased Mussolini and the mysteriously vanished HITLER,’ 
he said. ‘Dispensers of disunity and demogogy have invaded California 
because our state's economy is in a state of transition due to the 
dislocations of war and V-E Day. 


tIn the task of maintaining social peace and economic health and 
( eyes of Amerio& are upon us. We represent the decent oitizens, the 
healthy citizens who have joined forces to demonstrate that the 
vultures aro going to starve in California,’ 


“Mayor FLETCHER BOWKON, en route to Philadelphia for the 
launching of the U. Se 5. Los Angeles tomcrrow, sent this telegram to 
the Olympic mecting: ‘'Rabble-rousers will never find a haven in 
Los angeles,’ 


“among other speakers with KENNY were Dr. E. C. FARNHAM of the 
Council for Civie Unity and the Church Federa 3 AR F, 
= MAGNIN, ORSON WELLES, BURGESS MEREDITH, Assemblyman : 

W. 3, BASSETT of the A.F.L., PHILIP pipet of the C.I.0. and 
representatives from the Y.¥.C.A., vetwrans and minority groups. 


"Communism in Hollywood was denounced last night by GERALD L. K. 
SMITH, America First leader, in a speech at the Shrine Auditorium. 
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He upheld Rep, 's recently declared intention to 
investigate subversive activities in the film colony and charged that 
Hollywood ‘is the center of Communism in Amerioa where plans are 
being made to overthrow our goverment after the war,' 


Shae 


"In his speech before a crowd of several thousand, SMITH also 
sriticized lend~lease and ‘the international bankers who control 


ier qa : 
American money. . bye, b7° 


On July el, 9.5, A or Order of the 
Purple Heart, 21,06 West 7th Street, Loa Angeles, California, telephonioally advised 


that in connection with SMITH's meeting on July 20, 1945, he, together with five . 
Be S other men, decided that their organization should know about SMITH's activities 
a oh first-hand so they attended his mecting as observers. They had received 
complaints from a number of Purple Heart mon. 


When they arrived at the auditorium, thoy found outside possibly one 
hundred peoplo trying to get in but no one was admitted without a oard. There 
was no disturbanec whatever. After the meeting they found perhaps forty people 
outside and still no disturbanoe. They talked to the manager of the auditorium 
and found that it holds sixty-oight hundred people and according to hia estimate 
there were perhaps twonty-five hundred to three thousand people in the auditoriun. 
Most of thom were men and women, 


Two young men in uniform came onto the stage first and deposited brief- 
( cascs on the table and then SMITH entered the platform preceded by three young 
Sb men and followed by three young men, During his remarks, he said people claim 


that he is accompanied by atorm stoopers, He snid it is truce that he is necom- 
panied by storm troopers and he introduced these six young men, saying that they 
were his storm troopers; they are mon he is training for the ministry; that 

hig life has beon threatened and that if he is killed, these six young men and 
two thousand more like them will rise over his grave and carry on his crusade. 


During his talk, SMITH defied anyone to say that the FBI has anything 
on him. He said he would continue, os long os he has blood in his veins and 
tho strength to speak, to fight against kike-Jows, Communists and othera. He 
made an attack on the Standard O11 Company and other big businesses, as well 
og against different manual groups. 


b7nb7? CR 2: that his group took no particular offense against any of 
SMITH's statements during the evening, with the oxception of the statement 
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quoted below which they copied verbatim; that just prior to the colleotion of 
the donations, SMITH said that after the donations he would give them the 
dynamite; that following the donations SMITH said "Now I will give you the 
inside information. The President was o sick man and everyone knew it; however, 
he died quicker than we expected because he did not have the nerve to tell the 


stated that his group objected seriously to this statement, particularly 

ew of the fact that approximately one hundred servicemen were in the 
audience. He said if this is not a subversive statement undermining the 
Commander in Chief of, ted States, he does not know what subversiveness is. 
Jae & 


American people the inside of the deal that he made with STALIN at Yalta”, 
ee 













Aooording to SMITH glorified Congres and said that 

everyone should support and uphold his honor. pointed to the fact , 

that SMITH definitely can sway individuals: t he and his group personally 
t=] 








Were greatly moved by SMITH’s oration and said that had they not known 

who SMITH is, and the nature of the man, oould ensily have been led to 
follow everything that he said. For example, in connection with the RANKIN 
matter, SMITH asked all those in favor orting RANKIN in his investigation 
of the Jews in Hollywood to say "eye", ai: there was a general chorus 

of “eyes"™ in the audience. SMITH said “are you really in support of RANKIN - 
say teyo' again”, whereupon there was ao very loud chorus of “eyes”, considerable 
shouting and yelling in the audience. Then SMITH said "I really want to ay 





out how many of you will support RANKIN - all in favor of him stand up”, 

stated that his group did not stand up but that praotioally everyone else in the 
audienoe did; however, there were six sailors direotly in front jo. did 
not stand up. After the crowd sat down, SMITH said, “all those not in favor of 
RANKIN now stand up”, whereupon approximately thirty people stood up, including | 
these six sailors, SMITH then said, “well, I- know there are thirty or forty 
Communists in this group tonight, therefore I won't count them and I shall 
report that this group is unanimous in the support of RANKIN", 


SMITH in his remarks attributed the poor attendance at his meeting to 
a Jewish conspiracy with the Los Angeles Railway. He said the Jews got together 
and crowded all the street oars so much that no one else sould get on the street 
cars to come towards the Shrine Auditorium and those who cy. a: there 








would have to walk twenty blocks in view of this oonspiracy. said that 
the allegation was so ridioulous thot the people in the audieriée Delieved it. 





eo eee that his group does not want to fight against the rights 
of frea speech but that they do feel that SMITH is dangerous. He definitely 


can sway people to do and think as he does; therefore, at the next meeting of 


aw’ 


| Vv 
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t6 Order of the Purple Heart on August 2, 1945, o resolution may be passed 
roquesting am investi gatfon of SMITY in view of the one sentence quoted above 
6 


ane! 1h eee ae es wert ann 
with respest to the dying of the President. 


SMITH said he was leaving in a faw days on hia tour to make twenty 
speeches, sturting in Salt Lake City, Denver, eto. 


The following newspaper artiole appeareée in the Los Angeles Herald 
and Express, July £3, 1945: 


"Attorney - JOHN #?°VHEELER in a letter today 


to 
SIITE advjsed him that he had mo right to make pubi 


. undsr thVhmerice Firat Committee label. 


"Vig you are undoubtedly aware', WHENLER wrote, ‘General 
ROBERT CD, ohairman of the national committee of the America 
First Comnitice, publicly advised you that you were not authorized to 
use the name of the committee or to appear to aot under the spon- 
sorship of the many cutstanding leaders of this country who were 
members of this committee. 


"tyou may not be familiar with the fact that the Amcrica 
First Committee in California is a non-profit corporation and 
that suoh corporation is still in existence, That corporation 
has the exclusive right to the use of the name in the state of 
California, and you cru thercfore rot authorized to use the name 

rt 


Na 4 in any wey 
A letter was received from tho San Sii0jesessaimaiiiiiiiiiibiiiem ~~) 
personally advised so San Fréneigeo Fi Vision | 


wes a member of the organization of GERALD L. K. SMITH. 










WE «wk a thot (ER... s a friend of his son, whombeahad seen \ 7 » 
at his homemefevery many GSensions while ho was o growing boy. now ae 
age 19, had been in the Navy until he received a medical discharge. 

( is now a resident of the Hollywood srea, boing a writer for the movies. s 
reported to have been employed oat MGM, Fox, and Republic Studios. Hia address ] 
in that area was given phonetically as the Peyton Arms, Beverly Hilis. 






p> 


laimed that the organization would take over the Government 
after the post-war unemployment gave them a chance to stir things up with the 


J 
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masses. They were to agitate anti-Negro and anti-Semitio riots, and then supply 
the whitcs with weapons to put down the strife. SEP. s serted thet there =<] 


Wea 7 ke ee _— ne eae 


was a factory in} fexico which was going to turn Sie weapons for the organization. | 








was contacted on July 25, 1945, and it 


wos escertained that GERALD oe Ke SRITH was presently residing ormandie 


= Hotel, 605 South Normandie Avenue, Los Angeles, California, that 
- o SMITH makes his headquarters at the hotel, where he resides s Wife and 7D 
x seoretary. None of SMITH's activities or plans were known t However, 9 


informant stated if any information was reooived as to SMITH’ 
Los Angeles, the reporting agent would be notified. 


WED «-1pronioanny contacted the reporting agent on July 27, 1945, and 
advised that SMITH shecked out of the Normandie Hotel at 10:5 A.M. on that date. 
He stated SMITH left his forwarding address 4s o/o Blackstone Hotel, Detroit, 
Michigan, 
On July 28, 1945, the writer telephonically contacted | 

Hom ond Eggs Hall, 120), South Hill Street, under pretext, and was advised that 
SMITH left Los Angeles on July 27, 1945 and was en route to Detroit, Michigan and 
that he planned to stop over in Chicago, Illinois for one dey. He stated that b? 
SMITH's address in Detroit is post office box 451, Detroit 31, Michigan. & 
GMM thor advised that SMITH plans to return to Los Angeles in approximately ,~> 

S2x weeks when he will make a leoture tour of approximately twenty California : 
cities, aie: stated that SMITH made arrangements for the Hom and | 
Eges Hall to handle any of his local business for him while he was in Detroit. 


eae contacted. on August 4, 1945 ond it was 
a ascertained that S lifornia from Pasadena aboard the Santa Fe Chief 


that SMITH was going directly to Detroit, Michigan, 


on July 27, 1945. 
oe ies ously arranged in the Western cities had been canceled. br7t 


that senordine to SMITH! « present plans, he intends to return 


ores Bngeres Bbeut the middle “of September. — dans, he 
\OONF, | as 
DONE. 


s pians for leaving 
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It has been reliably reported that subject, who has been in the Los 
Angeles area since May 27, 1945, departed Los Angeles at 12:01 P.M., July 27, 
1945, on the Chief for Chicago, accompanied by hie wife and secretary. His 
forwarding address is reported to be the Blackstone Hotel, Chicago, Illinois. 


During recent mass meetings conducted by subject in Los Angeles, he 
stated he intended to return to Los Angelea in the Fall to assist the Ham and 
Eggs group in their campaign to place their plan on the ballot; that he was 
not setting up national headquarters for the America First Committee in Los 
Angcles, but they would remain in Detroit. 


SMITH's activities in the Los Angelos area have caused violent reaction 
among leftist elements in this area, culminating in an anti-SMITH mass meeting 
of 12,000 persons, held July 20, 1945 at the Olympic Auditorium, under the 
sponsorship of numorous organizations, many of which have been identified as 
Communist front groups. 


ye The following individuals were active in the anti-SMITH meetings in 
/ Los Angeles and have been identified as being Communist Purty members or 


\ 


sympathizers thereof, or individuals who are known +t =: line; 
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31, 2 


“LA 100-7945 


UNDEVELOPED LEADS 
LOS ANGELES FIELD DIVISION 
At Lancaster, California 
Will conduct discreet investigation through informants and other 


on regarding the nie ely ond activities of 


ea Taro Tee 







s America First Party. 


ee At Los Angeles, California 


Will maintain contact with informants and report SMITH's activities 
upen his return to Los Angeles in the near future, 


One copy of instant report is being designated for the San Francisco 
Field Division and one copy for the San Diego Field Division for information 
purposes inasmuch as it is believed subject may include these Field Divisions 
in his speaking tour in the near future. 
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The above individuals request anonymitys 
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| Gerald Smith, Heavily Laden’ 
. With Plans, Visits Capital. 


_ Gerald L ith uses in 1946 and to control the 
pare of the Isolationis®America aii glacoce ot nee eeesieee 
eR Bou. ee came to lown yester- "| What He Approves 7) 93 4 
“aap mr Cs 
ment, whose America First liter-| Truman (“although we don't know 


ature and organization figured in) what he'll do next week”): current 
-testimony at the famous seditionlirends within the Democratic 


. trials came heavily laden. He had /Party; the returning veteran; 
_@ bundle under his arm, a load on [Representative John Rankin; Jews 
“hia mind and a dream lurking be-| who believe in being Americans 
Death his shaggy eyebrows. {first and Jews second; cancellation ; 

- The bundle: a 150-foot petition|/°f lend-lease to the British and: 
@igned by Califortilans urging Rep-|°ther Allies; his own pian for “‘con-! 
LYensentative John M. Rankin (D./stitutional money,” and a $1000. 
~ Mlss.) to launch an immediate con- Sear Regia! it oe ee 
- gresionai investigsiion of com-| ,, BY 
“Wunistic exploitation of me movie 
indostry. ' [American flag dipped in cream and 
Watber Coughlin Backer sugar; “Hitler-happy" newspapers; 
_.. The load: plans for an ocean-to- ee oF rad and of tages 
weeean speaking tour on which he FS SRE EAPAry Weare pean. tor. 
would a Ee the force and 60 million Jobs, and the candidacy 
of Richard Frankensteen, vice 
fortunes of Americy First as well as! president of DAW, for mayor of 
hose of the Nationalist Party  epullats facet 
headed by Former Senator Robert : Bs 8 ne 
Bc Berocde end 6a tune naan! Pugnali”,Snth al" 
oe ee push a movements ing of milk. He has the hand of 
: g Father Coughlin back to Esa d th i t Jacob. W 
t radio broadcasting; and (3), fight ve aes nae anata 
. “the growing influence of reds, com- 

“Ywaunists, fascists. reactionaries, 
_*‘abor radicals, Wall Street, Orson 
‘3 Welles. and racists including “Tack- 

_ Steering Jews who are exploiting) jo. . some Jewish racketeers 

“  , @Relxe own race. , |would drop dead if anything hap- 

- .. -“Dbe dream: to consolidate all na-|pened to me .. . I'm not anti- 

o pry groups into a force strong |Semitic but they make a are say- 
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es une CONTE = 
Sp! MRED iS UNCLASSIFIED 


He opposed: Feeding b hungry men : 
copies of the Constitution or on the 
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but we're for Harry Truman today ' 
.»« the nationalist movement will 
become so strang that the old poli- 
tical parties will bid for its sup- 
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M’‘Arthur End 
'|Censorship 
By Japanese 


Attempt To Keep F: 
People News of Hir 


Visit Irks Command 


Tokyo, Sept. 29. (*)—Ge 
MacArthur commanded the 

nese government to keep Its } 
off Japan’a press and radio t 
ceasing all censorship, suppr¢ 
or control—after the Home 
is.ry tried to ban Empero. 
hito’s interviews and stori 
pictures of the Hirchito 
MacArthur. 
The ministry had 8 
Tokyo and Osaka newsy 
an effort to keep the 














fort to halt 


ment confer- 
g factions it 
he President 
fereed to the 
Hort to settle 


§ 


workers and 
‘hose six-day 
a vital part 
less 8Nd cost 
re ordered w 
‘diately today 
-omplied with 
nas E. Dewey 
































be mediated. 

led by David the Japanese people. 

f Local 32-B Nippon’s war depar 

Service Em-| while reported to the 
mand that 1,833,634, 





of all Japanese sold 
homeland on August 
demobilized by Sep 
Allied headquarter, 
ly approved dis 
small Japanese 
16,000 Nippone; 
of Fours in the from Tsushima 
ion contended} . he ime en, aie between Kyusk 
lash in “take aa as ee i Road at Mens Se AUeS wane Vain Cage ; Other new 

: a ee pe be nee e aed See Ae Nae ohae! Apa |\To Change & 


al oj! industry sess. The Japay 


| F ; : tablishmey 
oward a shoW-| WJURED MAN CARRIED AWAY; Northern High School in Detroit, policeman at right. Pickets pro by Seine 
lisputes across] Ry PROTESTING FRIENDS—One| Mich., is carried away by two 


Union, and 
ient of Local 
on. 
ik-out because 
on over a Re- 
yard directive 
iy wages but 




























tested meeting of America First|/,, -evise 


e than 420,000! o¢ two men injured when 500/friends who protest vigorously to| Party. — (AP Wirephoto). the Japay 


pickets clashed with police before The A 
that the 


sion 


Braden and AchesonH ud d leDeal Offered | | ee 
On Argentine Situation Big-5 Snarl 


"Washington, Sept. 20 >) — Am-|by the Senate he remains ambassa- ey inal sbeaese be peaks roa Ja 
parecer caper males wee dor to Argentina... ©. proposal in an effort to break the|y 
lot giaic Achaea Sean ecretary| with him in the meeting with deadlock of the Foreign Ministers 
“| Argentine situation. Acheson were Leo Pasvolaky, the ai over who should write the 

ere was some indication that/@epartment’s ranking rt on hen peace treaties. 
ne purpose was to determine the|Commitments made by the Ameri- bers of several delegatic 
wa to which Argentine has ful-/can nations at the Mexico City] 5™¢, Pate me Pony oe 
: : aes .|conference, and Ell . Briggs, a Rae" 
falied.to fulfill—her obli rence, an ia O. Briggs. 8) 0G and expressed 


stamping out Fascism] veteran of Latin America diplom- 
mor democrat ie , > is expected to becorne sion would ey 
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: | TH ORFOLK co: ae 2 
; pes 2 Vn © Daan mie oer Cae ee 
Air Line to Link yo gees tea Electric Power 
Cincinnati With =f “73 (From Windmills 


Norfolk Is Urged : Seen by Engineer 


‘| Electrical power from the wind. 
Aeronautic Board's public counsel the dream for years of engineers, 
in Washington late Friday was one 


dl atready ie a reality, according to 
{affecting Norfolk. The counsel, V./# ice Percy H. Thomas, senior engineer: 


«Slot the Federal Power Commission‘ 
| _ ae ‘ ae ashIngto who spoke last: 
mission to operate a route between : ie j ¥4 a at the eles Castie to a: 

: .',@|combined gathering of the En-! 

. A}gineers Clud of Hampton Roada: 

















































































































{with the Mne extending from Roan- 
rloke to Norfolk. 

Wiliam S. Harney, manager of 
the Norfolk Association of Com: 
merce, seid today that the com- 
pany, headed by H. K. Gilbert, Jr 
president, operates out of Char. 
lotte, N. C., and that the essocia- 
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and the Virginia Section of the 
# | idea for such @ unit, which would] 
tion hes been keeping in close 
er at a ipe’ brGen a 0° as 
COMMODORE MERKIN O'NEILL |‘, 7,000 KWws of power ty THEODORE 
Mr. Harney stated that he at- 
syatem of sleam and water genera-' 3 
tion submitted briefs at that time. Gets Sil 
on in Vermont, Mr. Thomas told 
to Norfolk of various kinds of air| With Commodore Merlin O'Neill, 
and turbine and has drawn com-|Mre. H. Hayn 
PCA which has been operating District Coast Guard Auxiliary 
ed in the list of tew reuter recom, |Commadore O’Nelll was the first] #enerate direct current, using & Medal for ga! 
at Memphia and add Charlotte and|ganization, J. A. Rawls was named last night 
Nag been in 
terminal at Mobile, Ala. flew to Norfolk from Washington 
munity Passes Physical 
yether civic-minde eens 
o women on 8N{ ‘Two auto thefts have been report- from the Norfolk Task Unit partici-|fit for reinstatement to the Noz- 
cnd ecooper’-jnadiator Works, of 733 Monticello|/for the task unit, .Chief Woods added that the 
in, chair! avenue address by someona ,who|headed by Commodore Gordon B|will return to duty with the rank 
time Thursday night. - and George J. Flentje, Jr, Balti-\Lee F. Lawler. He was defeated 
p|=the) Whitehurst, of 1451 ChapeljCharies R Law, gerlin, Md; Fredision, the Greater No iadty. GiGsent 
Friday. {and Roy P. Mayo, of Washington,|retnstate nimasall, “Whis. proyghe é 
the Chief ' 
. headquarters, Nellie Lapping, oflexecutive Officers, amination as required by. civil 
: ‘examination, but several day ago 
hile the car was parked @tignt pay OD &@ part-time volunteer changed hjs mind and went befr 


-|American Institute of Electrical). 
i | Bngineers. £ 
. Thomas deacribed in detalii his}- 
include giant twin fackerga ~ ‘ 
=e | feet in diameter, moun on 
touch with the firm since negotia- ; aa “a elivering 6,500 
tions were first opened for the line fee: | foot towers, and d 
nie Norfolk mile-an-hour wane. This eed 
wuld be distribut over ea wide 
tended a hearing on the applica- i hides by a, 
tion held by die CAB in ribtenel Two-Day Session area and would be connected by Sergeor 
boro, N. C., amd that the associa. rs, he said. 
The organisation, h lained Opened Here By en 1,000 KW outfit of this same 
Dn, he explained, ge t already is tn opera- ' 1 
does not favor any one airline over Guard Auxil lary agionn dis : oy Wife Lis 
another, but states the advantages the group. - Starf Sgt. 
already has con-}/. 
service. He said that as yet he haq(USCG. district Coast Guard officer, oie og rer odel ce the tower{company G, ? 
no information as to when the new |88 host, visiting members o : 
route will be opened. ; district board of the Fifth Nava plete plans for such installations.) and’ husband 
Because of variation in wind, he) win Smith, of 
between Norfolk and Washi njopened? a two-day sesaion today at ‘4 of 
thraughout the ear was Pcesent the Little Creek Lifeboat Station. plained, it would be nas been aw: 
sypchronous converter to change 
:mended. It wat proposed that PCA/director of the auxilisry and laid “+Buteenbach 
be allowed to extend Route 51 from|the foundation for the present ex- rage hae GOcycle alternat ney a 
Knoxville, Tenn., to a new terminal|pansion of the monsmilitary or- eee 
7 r 
Winston-Salem, N. C., to its stops.| Among visiting officials was mai a Virginia Chap- 
PCA will also extend Hue bo tam air Paes Cheech ao cat stig bart oxiiowe {months and hi 
the Bidmingham terminal to a new (chile ector of the auxiliary, who P 
flew to Norfolk from ¥ a Sergeant Cooper _ 
“hich she said are — oo o lead a discussion of new an 
te " 
= better community! Two Automobile ——_ cisborate plans for auxitiary par-/ Pag. 
vf 0} , to a ico 
wm common prob| EAefts Reported — | a"tinuisies airsea nescue wn FOr Police Force 
ation of this or- . be staged inte today at Little Creek| Former Police Mergeant A. D. 
nembership open To Police Here _|with airplanes and surface craft|Cooper hgs been found physically 
an opportunity pating. lent. J. V. Valliant,/falk Police Division, Chief of Police 
an ceieurie ed at police headquarters, one today USCGR, director of the district aux-|John Fulton Woods, announced to 
Lea and one Friday. is ie trainin da. saaleiad 
ere of good) R. §. Bendell, of the Norfotk|{ery. g and boat officer)day. 
¥ a4 { lack] ‘The district board te made up ofjactual tlme of Cooper’s return to 
secretary, ey a ae Sayan oe commanding and executive officers|the force depended upon the former 
lagt meet- from the garage at the Monticello of the six divisions in the district,/sergeant. He explained that Cooper 
ommittee, Ambler, former mayor of Rich-lpf sergeant 
apparently broke the glass of a side y pf sergeant, 
n meéem-lwindow, entered the place, and|mond. Other members attending 
ce arove-out through a rear déor some|the meetngs were E. E. Warren|signed to run against City Sergeant 
Thomas Morris, of 1469 Dundee;more, Md: Frank L. Teuton, Wash-|in the August Democratic primary. 
ed to Street, told police that a 1040 Sedan|ington, D. C; Grancflle J. Le Considerable controversy arose 
nteFlvalued at $900 and belonging to|/Compte, Jr, Cambridge, ‘Md.}over Cooper's return to the divi- 
af Street, was stolen from East Prin-/L. Bava8e, Chincoteague, Va; Forum issuing a stateinent that its 
s-(Ce8§ Anne Road and ChicazolajHenry D. Lowry, Richmond; Rich-|membership had’ “been informed 
g|Street between 630 and 10 p. m.jard D. Elliott, Jr, Morehead City,/that Cooped was denied a chance to 
Detectives P. W. Adams and T. L.(N. C. ‘ prompt denial By: 
Mayo are investigating both ‘cases.| Tomorrow's program includes the{Police ‘who said: that C r bed 
In addition to the car thefts listedjelection of new commanding andlrefused to @tasd’:al phy 
0 Church Street, reported to po-| Throughout the war the auxillar. 
that a tre tube and wheelltsts, most Of whom were in the 
- taken from an unlocked suto/pemporay Reserve, served with. 
.? Street. aome time aac au O’Nei)) an- examining physicians and * 
hou ’ BS Rk : py roe 
appreciation for their _ mark of the. tests given him 
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2»ynopeis: 


2 Al INFORMATION CONTAINED rn: arrived in Letreit August Brae 


from his tour of the west coast. 


~EREIN fe UN OLASSIE IED a meeting of his Letroit followers on 


BRE AF pueust 10, 1945, attended by approximately 


* eee TE oft fer. BY der jasaatve hundred constituents, at which time 





Loa 













he gave a resume of his west coast activi- 
jes. On Auzust ly, 1945, he held a snail 
ing at the Barlum Hotel in Detroit com- 
|_» posed of the participants of the "Lonetary 












O8 Congress" which was held in Letroit August 17 
to 19, 1945, and was composed of numerous 
nationalist sympathizers. On August 30, 
1945, SMITH sponsored KéNNoTH GOFF in e "2 te 
rally of two hunéred at Hotel Webster Hall && 
in Detroit, having as its purpose the in- é Le ? 
ma Cyt doctrination of veterans into tha mation- f.¢ “ 
cnc te alist movement. SMITH's publications ke 
Af continue to follow the anti-Communist ang Page oe 

anti-Jewish line. -He plans to hold meet® ay 2, A, 





y) ines in Buffalo, New York; Cleveland, Ohio, ¥é7 ¢ 
and Celina, Ohio, an September 16, 18 and 23, 
19,5, respectively, and expects to leave for-:sp 5 4 7° 
Los Angeles approximately Septenber 30, 1945% Vee 


| COPIES DESTROYED 


870CT.20 1964 ppt ox 
er eee ieee Saw 3 
_ Do Not Write | CooL ws este! 


|. Aw Pe ee a 
= i ae bot H 39/8 +7 16 RECORDED... 








| Copies F : 

, '5;—- Bursauw (Enc. ) we “ x “3 Rees INDEXEN 

| ‘2 - Ruffalo aS Pe I | ee 
2 — Cleveland 3” oy LCT ID Be BX og C 
2 - Los Angeles ’ wr, AY 








' fits Sue 
oT pe Chicago fintpy (iq s) a3 


Tae ete Coca se 
Wee treet 






* UR. whet - * cited 
TIO Be OIE SECIS 


4 






gO 
: : ‘ >. i * 
(an es (De 62-1126) ‘ 
ee 
REFERENCE: 





dated August 30, 1945, a 
California. 


According to an article published in the Detroit Free Press, 
August 6, 1945, SMITH stated that he is planning a "mass expansion" of AMERICA 
FIRST activity as soon as the war is over, with operations centered in Detroit 


2s FS ii “ee 


and Los Angeles. Sb ITH described these two cities as the "two most critical 


eifies in America." 









' 
| 
ty - 


An article in the Jewish Voice of July 13, 1945, was 
reprinted by Subject SMITH and sent out under cover letter to his various 
followers, The article in substance ridiculed SMITH and criticized him for 
his various anti-semitic speeches, SMITH by the cover letter advised his 


a. ar eh wn 6 ee ee ie ee -_s _ 
various constituents that this was an example of what the various Communists 


in and about the west coast area were doing to deprive him of the right of 
roe free speech. He further stated in the letter that the Communists were using 
caine hysterical and left-wing Jews in an attempt to incite riot. 


It is to be noted that this article in the Jewish Voice was 
written just prier to his July 20 meeting which was held at the Shrine Audi- 
torium in Los eles and was reported in the reference report of Special 


i Agent One copy of the printed article as distributed by 74“ 
oh SMITH is being forwarded to the Bureau as an enclosure to this report and 
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another is being retained in the Detroit Field Divisien file. 





whose identity is 
known te the Bureau, and 
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On August 10, 1945, SMITH held a meeting of his followers 
in the Jade hoom of the Detroit Leland Hotel. Prior to the actual meeting, 


SMITH had considerable difficulty in obtaining the room, inasmuch as after “t 
had been reserved by a member of his office, the management of the hotel fouri 








out that S “waS going to talk and subsequently canceled the reservation, 
After the cancellation, according to MM swity contactes bw 
eet ini at Martha's Vineyard, liassachusetts, seeking advice as to his 


rights against the hotel. He was advised that inasmuch as he had obtained th: 
reservation and had a contract for the hotel, that he could seek an injunction 
against the management compelling them to allow him to use the hall. However. 
subsequently, the management of the hotel contacted SMITH and advised him if 
he would pay the one hundred dollars for the room he could have the reserva- 
tion as it had previously been made. In preparation for the meeting, SMITH 
contacted RALPH BAERMAN, the editor of the i Newsletter, which is 
published in washington, Debs ra 
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On August 17, 18 and 19, 1945, irs. BLANCHE WINTERS, head 
of the various mothers! organiza:zions in the Detroit area, held a mesting of 
the "konetary Congress" at her hom, 8127 cast Jefferson Street, Letroit, 
hichigan. Those in attendance at this meeting were various nationalist 
leaders throughout the United States and various “money cliques." e exact 


details erning this meeting will be rexprted in the case of 
et al; SECURITY MATTER - G," Bureau file 










oy, 
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Although SMITH did not attend the Congress, on August 19, 1915. 

at approximately 5:00 p.m. he held a meeting in the Barlum Hotel in Detroit, 

Lichigan, at which time he invited the various participants of the Monetary 

Congress to attend. At this time he praised hrs. DAMEB-ATANLEY, leader of the 

bb oles acne groups in Cleveland, Ohip, and likewise acknowledged kirs. LYRL 
AN ING of "Je, the hothers Kobi] for America" of Chicago, Illinois. 





vias also in attendance at thi 
aS well as other alist leaders, 
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On August 30, 1945, SMITH sponsored KENNETH'GOFF, head of 
the "Christian Youth for America." There were approximately two hundred in 
attendance at this meeting composed, according to informant, of people appro- 
ximately fifty years of age and over. Informant further advised that GOFF 
merely gave a resume of his life, which included the story of his conversion 
fron Communism to the nationalist poi view. GOFF thoroughly denounced 
Communism and especially named CLAUB’ WILLIAMS, Director of the Peoples Insti- 
tute of Applied heligion, an alleged Communist front organization in Detroit. 


According to Informant (9 Vinita has published a book 
entitled "A Faith to Free People," in which book WILLIAMS gives a review of his 


life and his connections with the CP. According.to informant, SMITH's name is 
mentioned in the book in several places in a derogatory manner and SMITH is 
planning to use this book in furtherance of his nationalist policy, pointing 
out the obscene nature of the book as well as various other defects in it. 





A copy of the "Bulletin" distributed by SKITH prier to the 
meeting conducted by GOFF is being forwarded to the Bureau as an enclosure to 
this report, y 


HARRY’ FAINARU, writer for "The Worker," Communist publication, 
for the week of August 12, 1945, wrote an article in which CLAUD ILLIAMS is 
quoted as saying that the Youth for Christ kovement is connected with SKITH 
and is "Aimed at converting children to racial hatred and prejudice, It is 
anti-semitic and anti-union. It is another HITLER youth movement." 





in these letters SKITH generally follows an anti-Communist, 
anti-Jewish attitude wherein he is constantly chiding the Communists for their 
unpatriotic attitude and warning the American people against the "Red Menace." 


In the July 11, 1945, issue SMITH states that the Russian 
Army is occupying the eastern haif of Germany and the Communists are systemati- 
cally murdering in cold blood the entire middle class people just as they did 
in Russia and have done in any country they have taken over. 


eV 
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The July 25, 1945, issue contains a statement to the Sffeet 
that EARW BRODER is being "ditched" as head of the CP and WILLIAM Zs-?0b TER 
will take the lead. He further states that the CP is organizing its under- 
ground cells in every county, township and precinct in order to be ready for 
revolution if the postwar chaos begins to develop, 


SLITH in his publications continues to oppose the FePcC 
and the United States as far as her internatjefial connections concerned. 
He is generous in his praise for CHARLES Af LINDBERGH, CARL H\’ MOTE and 
Senator VANDENBERG of Michigan, whom he describes as "nationalist leaders." 


After the surrender of Japan he stated in his August 22, 
1945, issue that Russia knew of Japan's early plan to surrender and got in 
"just before the kill" to get Korea. SMITH throughout his literature praises 
President TRUMAN in his dealings with Russia and STALIN, He States, however, 
that now that hostilities have ceased TRUMAN's great task will be in saying 
no to the "Red Czar," 


Copies of SMITH's monthly letter for July and August, 1945, 
y issue of his monthly publication, "The Cross and the Flag," are 
forwarded to the Bureau as enclosures to this report. 


hd 
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To the Bureau: One copy of reprint of the "Jewish Voice" for 


July 13, 1945. 

Cne—~page publication captioned "AMERICA FIRST 
DARTY MN AaatarA Auras h 31onle 

Midday WULYUU HMURUGL Wy, LF) 0 


One copy of a four-page publication captioned 
"Christian Veterans, Awake!" 


ee a 








(De 62-1126) 


Enclosures to Bureau (Cont.) 


To the Chicago Field Division: 





PRPS See Hm ett: np riedan em 





Mimeographed "Bulletin" advertising meeting 
of August 30, 1945. 

Copies of "The Letter" fram July 4, 1945, 
through August 29, 1945. 

One copy of the monthly letter for July 19, 
1945, captioned "The Battle of Babylon." 
One copy of the monthly letter for August, 
1945, captioned "Kil) Him! Kill Him! Kili 
Him!" 

Ona copy of July, 1945, issue of "The Cross 
and the Flag." 


One copy of a four-page publication captioned 
"Christian Veterans Awake!" 


PENDING - 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


THE BUFFALO FIELD DIVISION 


At Buffalo, New York: 


Will, by appropriate informant ° rate ee ioe the meeting 
at Kleinhaus Music Hall on September 16, 1945 (this lead was previously set 
out by letter to the Bureau dated September 7, 1945.) 


THE CLEVELAND FIELD DIVISION 


At Cleveland, Ohio: 


Will, by appropriate informant coverage, cover the meeting 
at the municipal auditorium to be held September 18, 1945. (This lead was 
previously set out by letter to the Bureau dated eeptenber 7, 1945.) 


At Celina, Ohio: 
‘4411 endeavor to cover the meeting at the fair grounds by 


proper informants, (This lead was previously set out by letter to the Bureau 
dated September 11, 1945.) 


THE LOS ANGELES FIELD DIVISION 


* 








At_Lancaster, California: 





other source 


:% 
” 





ect's America First Party. dF 


pear! ee 
ae 


* At Los Angeles, California: 











Will maintain contect with informants and report SMITH's 
activities upon his return to Los Angeles in the near future. 


THs DETROIT FISLD DIVISION 


At Detroit, Michigan: 


Will continue to follow Subject's activities and upon receipt 
of information relative to SMITH's trip to the west coast, advise the appropri- 
ate offices so that his meetings may be properly covered. 
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One copy of this report is being furnished to the Chicago 
Field Division for their information because of the close relationship 
between Wied ‘Wee end HOMER MAERTZ with Subject SMITH. 


w 


In accordance with Bureau instructions, investigative 
reports submitted in this particular case are not to be distributed to other 
governmental agencies, 


- PENDING - 
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FBI/DO, 


ERAcU L. k. SMITI 


WILL SPEAK AT 


NORTHERN HIGH GSCHOan 
9026 Woodward at Clatemol Ail AMEE 


| Thursday, Sept. 27 


Other Speakers will include Wesley Ste West Coast Leader of LosAngeles, Californ 
































Subject of Mr. Smith’s Address: 


The Postwar Crisis: Can it be Solv 
the American Way? 


Among the Topics which Mr. Smith 
will discuss will be: 


@ The Problem of Unemployment 
@ The Threat of World Communism 
@ A Square Deal for the Veterans 

@ The Future of Nationalism 

@ The Mystery of Pearl Harbor 

@ is Harry Truman a Nationalist? 


@ Will Sidney Hillman and the Cof 
munists help Henry Wallace organi: 
a new Party? 





For the first time in Detroit Mr. Smit! 
will outline the program of the PRC (Pos 
War Recovery Commission) which, unde 
the direction of 15,000 key men, is organi: 
ing the Nation, seeking to embrace the be: 
in monetary reform, the Townsend Plan, 
Father Coughlin’s Union for Social Jus 
tice, the GI Bill of Rights, and other sen 
Nera reforms, based on the ae 


Ys “Drive the money changers out.” 


me = : ee ed Le FE 
GERALD L. K. SMITH is ts 2 


e Oe oa. BT 
This will be one of the most sensational mettings e@tf beldging detroit. 


Mr. Smith is just embarking on an ocean-to-ocean nationwide speaking and con- 
ference tour. This it be his last meeting in Detroit before December. 7 


Mr. Swift’s subj ill be: Christian Nationalism, America’s Hope. - 7 vv 
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Subject staged two meetings at Chicago 9-30-45, LaSelle 
Hotel. Approxiuate attendances, 300 at sach session. 
Afternoon session confined to repetitious address and 

wade promises and threats against the Communists and 

Jaws, Threatened to expose TYLER KENT cease in evening 
seasion. Reiterated his San Francisco events and bereted 
Mershall Field and "Chicago Sun* newspaper. Most of his 
achievements with Rational Congressmen and Catholic — 
Clergymen. Evening session devoted to his conferences 

with TYLER KEXT's mother and claimed she had photostatic 
copies of reports from British State Department revealing 

all facts of the TYLER KENT ease and the Roosevelt—Churchil} 
negotiations. Promised an expose of the KENT case aben 
doeuments came into his possession. Introduced a new 





















% economic system for the American people, whereby an annual 
bert. hy Oe income of $5,000 would be assured for each family with $50 
Se Esa per week minimm. Promised to present this bill to Congress 
SEan8 Personally. Unable to determine amount-of collection. ) 
=e However, liberal supply of bills were placed in envelopes } 





distributed as the crow entered the meeting hall. 
MAXIMILIAN ST. GEORGE, Chicago Attorney, on the pletforn 
and introduced to the sudience which incorporated a liberal 
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN Fite NO. 100-7))63 
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" CLEVETAND; en 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Mass rally held in ‘Cleveland Public Auditorium 

| Ballroom on September 18, 1945 by GERAID L. K. 

SMITH. Approximately seven hundred people a ed. 
Speakers e GERAID L. K. SMITH; Mrs. DAVID STANIEY, 
head of and ted Mothers in Cleveland; and Rev, — 
WESLEY of Bicae an SMITH devoted his 
speech to berating EU porter with the —— 
eveland Presg*, tm AELL; demanded | 
turn ReAloraset from England; called fora =~ 


complete investization of the Pearl Harbor affair; *‘" 









PERIOD FOR 
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XS berated Commnist activity; and outlined his Post- 
wa = % War Recovery Commission Plan. Mrs. STANLEY berated 
eS ed the number of Jewish people in the government, and 
a oe Rev. SWIFT told of West Coast meetings held by SMITH. 
mere C2 ‘3 Closed meeting held on September 20, 1945 at the 
back i . Hollenden Hotel in Cleveland. admittance was by 
wanes ‘aS oe card only. Approximately two hundred persons at- 
— os tended. SMITH spoke and covered the same subjects 
ers: 35 <| . as in the mass rally. m Geptember 23, 1915, mass — 
‘ CO ey) rally was held at the Mercer County Fairgrounds in 
i — me ee Celina, Chico. Approximately four r thousand people - 
oo ee, | attended. Speakers were SMITH; FREDERICK \KISTER 
os * it Ee of Chicago, Illinois, matt Chairman of the 
ie iid «GE Christian Veterans; 3, OTE, Indiana utilities' of 
er Soe =< <= omer President; eepee Farmers' Guild; ante we 
Saat KENNETIV GOFF of Lans ing, Michigan; HARRY A AROER 
ee Saint Henry, Chao, imerica First vice pres dential’ iA 
poet iat Candidate in 19h. The rally was held to aid in 
i oe . .. tbe organization of the Christian Veterans organi- 
a Sen fen aaa sud to: cee Becorery Com- 
Sa al eee was 
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Detroit letters to the Bureau dated September 7 
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pe 


QB aivises that tne following transpired at the meeting: Ty 


At 8:00 p.m, GERAD L. K. SMITH opened the meeting by the singing of 
Tamerica’, Following this song, Reverend WESLEY A. SWIFT led the meeting in a 
group prayer. SMITH went on to speak, outlining generally his nation-wide tour. 
He advised that they were to hold a closed meeting on September 20, 1945 in 


_ Cleveland and on September 23, 1945, they were to have a mass rally at the Mercer 
' County Fairgrounds, Celina, Qhio. SMITH went on to berate EUGENE SEGAL, a re- 


porter for the "Cleveland Press", for his attacking SMITH, The America First 
Party, Christian Veterans, and other nationalistic organizations. SMITH pointed 
out that SEGAL never attacked any Jews in his column, He pointed out that SEGAL's 


* \peason for writing such articles was to obtain good money for his writing. SMITH 
also berated FRLEDAYSTEUCRT, another reporter for the "Cleveland Press", for 
her articles on thé‘\United Mothers. SMITH also berated WALTER WINCHELL, the New 
York columnist, for his articles. SMITH stated that the nationalistic motto 
should be "WINCHELL in the gutter and LINDBERGH on top.* He pointed out to the 
assembled people that the war is now over and free speech had returneds that thoy 
should no longer worry as to what they said, and should feel free to say what 
they thought. 


SMITH stated that they were circulating ten thousand petitions in the 
United States to have Father COUGHLIN return to the radio. SMITH stated that 
now that the war is over, he expects a great mass expansion of the nationalistic 
movenent to begin. They will soon be having big mass rallies all over. They 
have spent the past three-four years evffering persecution, and the leaders 
have barely missed being sent to prison, He now wants the Christian Veterans 
to organize and carry the torch. He hopes that the time will come when he can 
step down and the Veterans' organization can coy Om | 


SMITH then called on Mrs. DAVID STANIEY of Cleveland, Ohio, who is 
the local leader of the United Mothers, and pointed her out as one of his very 
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faithful aids. He stated that the type of people of Mrs. STANIEZY's character 
have made him able to continue his work, He reiterated that he had nothing of 
a financial nature of his om, and in the event he should die, his wife would 
have but a modest insurance pollay. He a introduced irs. DAVID ‘STANIEY. 


Mrs. STANLEY decried the advances which ‘Communism was makdine in this 
country and in the whole world. She pointed out that World War III was in ths 
making. She then went on to list the names of many Jewish people who are 
presently in the government service. She made no further comment, beyond giv- 
ing their name and their position. Following that, she pointed out that the 
nationalists would have to put pressure on Washington because the Cammmists 
have put pressure on Washington and TRUMAN has veered to the left. She read 
a letter which she was sending to Senators LANGER and WALSH, who are on the 
Pearl Harbor Investigating Committee. She called for the return of TYLER 
KENT to this country and an investigation of Pearl Harbor. 


Following Mrs. STANIEY, Rev. WESLEY A. SWIFT of California spoke. 
SWIFT decried a Commnist influence in California and especially in the motion 
picture industry. He pointed out that the issue of racism had been injected not 
by the nationalists, but rather by the left-wing Jews and Commnists in Cali- 
fornia. SWIFT went on to give an account of the meeting at the Shrine Auditor- 
ium in Los Angeles, California, 


At 9:15 p.m, GERAID L. K. SMITH again took the floor. He pointed out 
that he had been in San Francisco during the San Francisco Conference and while 
there, he had represented twenty-one nationalistic organizations at the conference. 
While there, ‘they had established a California headquarters at 120) South Hill 
Street in Los Angeles. He then went on to explain some of the disturbances which 
he had created at ths conference, ard especially at the hotels where the Russian 
and British delegates had stayed. He had attempted to have rallies at these ho- 
tels during the conference; however, the hotels had turned him dom, but he had 
held meetings right in the lobby of the hotels regardless. He described being 
followed by Russian Secret Police, British Secret Police, FBI Agents, Military 
Policy, Military Intelligence, and Naval Intelligence, and as a result of being 
followed by so many people, he added that he had been the best—protected man at 
the conference. He stated that the whole San Francisco Conference was a phony, 
but thatls thought there were same victories won. He went on to berate the 
Russian Communist and Jewish Comunist influence in California, and particularly 
in the motion picture industry. He pointed out that we had wa the war and got 
rid of Italy, but presented the victory on a silver platter to JOSEPH STALIN. 

He berated the fact that JOSEPH STALIN wants a loan of §6,000,00Q000 and that 
the government appears to be in agreement on this point; but when he advocates 
giving each serviceman §1,000 in lieu of loaning Russia mmsy, the people call 
.jim a demagog. He then went on to expound some of his economic theories where- 
by money was to be given to retuming soldiers and very liberal payments to be 
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made to the aged and otherwise disabled workers, which money was not to be 
obtained by taxation, but rather through "a matching of payments with the pro- 
ductive capacity of this country". At this point, SMITH interrupted the . 
meeting to take a collection for the benefit of his a eat Various 
pieces of literature were distributed at the same time. - — 


Following the collection, SMITH stated he had SeGh in a eee for 
the following reasons: 


The first one was to Eres an aeeciben plan for a recovery. 
He pointed out that you cannot beat the Commmnists with words, and you mst 
have a plan. There are three ways out of the post-war period, either the way 
of the "big shots", of the Commmists, or the American way, which is against 
voth Wall Street and the Commnists. He pointed out that action mst be taken 
or within one year there will be igs million ia without jobs. A sl 
me Edon= jc Slogan is a hoax, 


The Federal Reserve Bank and eiteeiets asad Bank must be done away 
with. Money must be put into the hands of the people. His plan, known as the 
"Post-War Recovery Plan" has taken the best portions of the Townsend Plan, the 
Huey Long Plan, and the Father Cougiin Plan. 


The second reason for going to Washington was to circulate petitions 
and present petitions for the investigation of Communist activities in the film 
industry. 


His third reason to be in Washington was to register a request that 
there be no whitewash of the Pearl Harbor incident, He stated he wants the whole 
"lowdown" on the matter brought to light, and that FRANKLIN DELANO ROCGSEVELT and 
his wife expected the attack on Pearl Harbor hours before it came » but that they 
refused to let the high command know. SMITH stated, "I'm not saying that Pearl 
Harbor was not a sneak attack. It was. But ROOSEVELT needed an attgck." He 
pointed out that he had recently received information that long before Pearl 
Harbor, ROOSEVELT and CHURCHILL had had a number of meetings, and following one 
of these, Lloyds of London had cancelled ali insurance on Pearl Harbor. SMITH 
called for a return of TYLER KENT from London and called for KENT's testimony 
at the Pearl ccudhdled dnvestigetion: yan" 


SMITH then went on to leiabcoats. on his Post-War ae Plen. He 


“paid that he wanted to take the control of acosy out-of the Federal Reserve Danks 


and put it back in the hands of Congress and the hands of the people. He outlined 
the salient points of the Post-War Recovery Commission's Plan and the econony 


3 involved. He wanted all members present to take copies of the plan md organize 


small neighborhood groups to discuss it. These groups should be small so that 
they could always meet in homes and consist of no more than three or four families. 
The hope is to organize thousands of such small societies and after thoroughly 
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organized, they want to hold a national convention. The plan will take 


much discussing and organizing, but it will be an answer to the Commmnists. 


He then invited the assembled people to attend the Thursday night's 
meeting, which was to be held in dowtown Cleveland, although he refused to 
state the place, adding that the place was marked on the tickets. All persons 
desiring to attend this meeting had to call at the front of the hall and ob- 
tain tickets from one of the persons seated on the stage. 


Reverend SWIFT closed the meeting with the Lord's Prayer. 





& —— 
~~ 


Wie osvised that he attended a mass rally held at the Mercer County 
Fairgrounds at Celina, Qhio on September 23, 1945. This rally was held under 
the auspices of the Farmers! Guild. At this rally, speakers were, besides 


SMITH, FREDERICK KISTER of Chicago, Illinois, National Chairman of the Christian 
Vateranrs: CARL H. MOTE of Indiana. Indiana utilities: owmer and Prasident, National 


Te rm eee FAR e el el sins SNES ERNIE SE een Ware EERO CARER A te RANE QUE Vek Ok eet, 


Farmers! Guild; KENNETH GOFF of Lansing, Michigan; end HARRY R of Saint Henry, 
Ghio, America First Party vice presidential candidate in 19). stated that 
the rally devoted itself primarily to aid the organization of ationalist 
Christian Veterans organization and SMITH's outline of the plan of the Post—War 
Recovery Commission. b >), 









theMPaily Standard" of Celina, Ghio, dated September 24, 1945, con- 
tained an article concerning the mass rally, from which the following informa- 
tion was obtained: 


GERAID L. K. SMITH declared that America faced the immediate threat 
of being overrun Commnists, and urged the organization of the Christian 
Veterans and th istian Youth for America. He also spoke on his Post-War 


™!. . .__ #8 a eee we ee, ee 5 eee 5 en Lara a a” i aan ma at. a... Ft 


necovery Commission. APPrUALAMLGLy LUUT WIUUBAN persons attended tne America 
First Party anniversary rally. SMITH proposed a $2,500 payment to all veterans. 
He called the labor~sponsored full employment bill now in Congress "slavery", 


“ and denounced its sponsors as Commmists. SMITH planned for the uniting of 


the Townsend Clubs, Coughlinites, and HUEY LONG followers. A part of their plan 
will be a campaign against the payment of any interest on the national debt. 
SMITH called Pearl Harbor and the TYLER KENT affair the greatest scandals in the 


nation's history. 
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i ROWER of Saint Henry, Ohio presided at the opening of the 
meeting and de ied the enemies to put him on the spot. CAR E, Indianapolis 
telephone company operator and President, Farmers! Guild, received a loud 
handclap when he expressed joy at the death of President ROOSEVELT and praised 
President TRUMAN. Throughout the meeting, apeakers attacked the Jewish people. 
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ENCLOSURES: TO THE DETROIT FIEID DIVISION — 


l. Two tickets to the closed meeting at the Hollenden 
Hotel in Cleveland, Ghio on September 20, 1945. *# 


2. ne post card announcing the meeting at the Cleve- 
land Public Auditorium Ballroom on tueeeeys Septen- 
ber 18, 19h5 at 8:00 p.m : 


3. Mimeographed dinowiar with ee entitled "The 
FGartain Rises" consisting of four pages and dated 
September, 1945 at Detroit, Michigan. 





1, Two=pare pe ent tied "Thé\Letter yn ae ated Se yep 
} ‘ 
5. Printed sheet entitled #feds Open New Ue. iio 
Hollywood Citadel", ¢ peas. 


6. Flyer annooncing a meeting at the Cleveland Public 
Auditorium Ballroom on September 18, 195. 


7. Folder entitled christian Veterans Awake f «# 


8. Blank petition for getting Father COUGHLIN back on 
the radio. + 


10. Qne copy of the magazine sriReroes and the Bie 
dated August, 1915. # 


“Li. Two copies of the saceaine "The Gross and the Pleg® 
dated September, 195. -# 


oe bID 
Ttoame marked with an asterisk were obtained at the 


LVRALO SIL AYA FW Oe re ee we a ane ar ee 445 Se 
ratty at the Cleveland Public Auditorium. ) 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: a Information obtained that SMITH epoke at Truth 
44. & Liberty Temple, Minneapolis, Minnesota, en ‘ 
Fi October 1 and 2, 19,5, and thet both meetings v \ 
were well attended with approximately 750 in a 
attendance at each meeting. Meetings were. 2 


picketed by CIO, AFL, as well as AYD, CP 
{ky and the SWP, but no evidence of violencee 
_/  “ Meeting sponsored by Reve C. O. STADSKLEV, 


t pastor of Truth & Liberty Temple, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, and allegedly editor fruth & 


Liberty magazine. = 
a tet SP- 869 hn see 
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aue | 
re wn ny addition GEORGE PyILLIPS of the AFL and BOB WISHART ef the ay 
were observed carrying banners. Three pamphlets were being aistributed ae: aot va 
the meeting one by Friends of Democracy Inc., entitled "4 Repo Minneapolis®, 
which detailed the activities of four Minneapolis clergymen, W. D. TR, . 
fundamentalist minister who is editor of the Bible News Flashes; 0. i 
KLEVY, a fimdamentalist minister who is editor of Ruth & Liberty BEZErines 
LEY, founder of the World's Christian Fundamentals Association, and 

» pastor of the River Lake Gospel Tabernacle and publisher af 

the ‘Sunshine News. A copy of this pamphlet is being tranaritted to the Bureau 
with this reporte 


ikewise a pamphlet was issued by GEORGE PHILLIPS, WISHART, C » 0 
KYKYRI, Bditor of MINNESOTA Labor, a Communist, Ja'Ee7 i: » Kditor 

f Hennepin County Review, MRS. MAK » County Che of the 
Democratic Farmer-Labor Party, whos r MEKIDEL ia one of the nore 
prominent Communists, Dk. W. J sa Profassor, University of Minnesota, 
and Alderman OSC /LEVE. . eo 


The SWF pemphlet was entitled "Labor is Opposed to Smith" and called upoe . 


he exelasve 44 selta ta thea FED nanee ava nit da a lahar nae. In affant. 
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the panphlet was ean advertisement for the SHP group. —. 







It was likewise noted aire LABOR, Communist dominated CIO paper 

for the State of Minnesota) had a newspaper photographer present who took 

of the picketers, which later appeared in MINWESOTA 
addi tion to those previously mentioned, 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


_-_—.... Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


CJ Deleted under exemption(s) sith no Begregable 
matenal] available for release to you. 


(J Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
{-} Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


[.} Document(s) originating with the following govemment agency(ies) ___——s—————CSsS—S—S 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


———_— Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); —.-————— 
eee Cts thee information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 


—_.__— Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


(4 For your information: _Per your March 18, 1982 letter this enclosure 
was not xeroxed for release. 


(Xs The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 
62-43818 - ~772 Enclosure 
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Anited States Department of Justice | 
Detroit, Michigan 
October 1, 1945 


Director, FBI RERSONAL-AND COMET DENT PA 





agencies 
ERALD L. K. SMITH opri ste PY nc 7 
AMERICA FIRST PARTY TELP "tts 
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yTTEey 
INTERNAL SECURITY - SEDITION a er 


DECL.0 3. F.3D BYSA SB TD /nt yee 


forth below information obtained ro bp 
and whose identities are known To the 


ureau, for per ro ember 1, 5 through September 28, 1945. 











It was ascertained that Subject SMITH planned to have 
12,500 copies of his monthly "Letter" published for the month of September. 
It is further noted that this is a decrease of 1,000 copies from the previous 
month . 
nee 
After SMITH's return from the west coast, he held several 
small meetings in Detroit, Michigan, and immediately began to plan another trip 
to Los Angeles, California, In the meantime he was in contact with Dr. HARVEY 
NGER of Cleveland, Ohio, at which time there was a discussion concerning 
‘the book of CLAUDE gE TANS Director of the Peoples Institute of Applied 
Religion, an alleged Communist front organization. Tha book, the title of which 
is "A Faith to Free the People" was published by barDEyNgEss and could be pro- 
cured from any CIO Book Store. At the same time, SPRI told SMITH that the 
Jews had organized to such an extent that they had at their disposal several 
million dollars to wipe SMITH and others (Nationalists) off the map. 
d =a 











ir 
SMITH was also in contact with EARIRSCUTHARD of Chicago,“ 77? 
Illinois, a well-known Nationalist follower, at which SMITH discussed the . 


vt. SMITH UTHARD that three lawyers, namely: one 
and were in Washington at the present e b7e- 
Case. | SOUTHARD that KENT is now in the custody 


me 
of the Lomion Police, who are doing nothing for him. 













On September 9, 1945, SMITH contacted FREDKISTER, a leader Gq 
of the Nationalist Youth Movement in Chieago, Illinois, at which time they had 
a discussion concerning SMITH's proposed trip to the west coast, At this time 
SMITH told KISTER that on his way to the coast he would plan to give a talk = 


Chicago, Illincis on September 30, 195. _SUTTH was (axe. ea a9. 


CTORY 
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Sgt ae oe P. 


Director, FBI . Re: GERADL. K. SMITH 
October 1, 1945 ; AMERICA FIRST PARTY — 
INTrRNAL SECURITY - SEDITION 


BAERMAN, his representative in Washington, D. C. SMITH told BAERMAN that he 
would speak in Buffalo, New York on September 16, 1945; in Cleveland, Ohio on 
September 18, 1945; in Pittsburgh, Penrsylvania on September 19, 1945, and also 
told BAERMAN that he was going to Los Angeles, California where he planned to 
conduct a series of approximtely twenty meetings. 


SMITH has recently been in contact with several of the 
"Yothers' Groups" and especially has been in touch with Mrs. DAVID STANLEY of 
Cleveland, Ohic, who was arranging to rent a hall for SMITH, when he appeared 
in Cleveland, Mrs. STANLEY is a well-known leader of mothers! organizations 
in Cleveland, Ohio. 


On September 27, 1945, SMITH planned to hold a meeting 
at the Northern High School in Detroit, Michigan. He succeeded in renting 
the hall for the meting from the Board of Education and after this was made 
public, protests began to pour into the Board of Education from the Communist 
Party at Detroit, Michizan, and from other anti-SMITH organizations, However, 
after SMITH obtained knowledge of the proposed plans to picket his meeting, he 
immediately sent a postcard to all the people on his mailing list, pointing 
out that the Communists and thetr "ilk" would try to break up their meting 
and urged each and everyone of them to attend. He stated that he would have 
plenty of police protection and that he would make a sensational announcement. 


SMITH endeavored to have the Detroit newspapers print 
publicity concerning CLAUDE WILLIAMS, above described, but was not successful 
in obtaining any paper to publish what SMITH wanted. 


In view of the above information, it is suggested that 
the services of instant Informants be continued. 


PT Rs 


=: bie R. A. Guerin 


126 Special Agent in Piatil 
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one, ADO. GERALD Le KS SMITH, AMERICA FIRST PARTY, I. Se, SEDITION. RE 


DETROIT LETTER OCTOBER SIXTEEN LAST REQUESTING COVERAGE OF SUBJECTS 
MEETINGS IN THIS FIELD DIVISION. ALSO RE BULET OCTOBER ELEVEN LA 
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STATING NO ACTIVE INVESTIGATION DESIRED. UNLESS ADVISED 10 
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(Bureau File 62%,3818) — 


Reference is made to your memorandum dated October 11, 
1945, advising that in view of the Criminal Division's opinion an 
active investigation of the Subject should not be continued. How- 
ever, a request is made that any information relative to his 
activities should be forwarded to the Bureau. 





be increased from yu rs per mon 
By a memorandum dated September 24, 1945, ia Bureau advised that 
consideration would be given to the increase after a decision had 
been rendered by the Criminal Division of the Departaent. 
° ; : r 
“Tt 4s requested that the Bureau advise as to wha nt (- i 
SMITH s whether the services o ry < 










8 case, ormant coverage is desired, 


consideration should iven to the increase in pay for 
. dA yi. oot 
i ~~ ae 


It is bel t $s Sa THs activities could be ade~ 
quately covered by and that ot that the carete services of this Infor b? D 
mant would warrant ded increase. 















In giving conside 

be noted that the services o 
re discontinued 
- ; scontinuance of these Informanta » Please refer to the — 
ee letter from the Detroit Field Division dated October 19, 1945. / 
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Reference is made to your letter dated October 25, 1945, requesting 
advice fram the Bureau concerning the extent jo mis bh should b : 
gated and whether the services of 
should be continued. It was also iplormanG 17/7 
rite e were desir 
or 









As you were advised in Bureau memorandum ef October 11, 1945, an active 
Anvestigation of the subject is not desired. The Department desires, however, 
. any information concerning Smith's activities which may come to the Bureau's 
attention. It is evident, therefore, that no active investigation is desired 
dn this matter by the Crimina) Division. ‘the services ef paid informants, | 
accordingly, do not appear necessary and wider te communication ; 
being advised concerning the discontinuance of bm 
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DATE: October 12, 19,5 


Air. Tolson 
and ir beg 
. fe Se 
SUBJECT; - AMERICA MIRST PARTY, et al kh ee Giese 

SPECIAL INQUIRY wr. tee 
STATE DEPARTMENT Wl Esa 
Wr. kemcn 





FROM =: Je (Cs 








./ 
Wr. Pennainston 


Reference is made to the attac cS} kre guter tor 
interoffice memorandum from to ee Fence 
containing a request + au supply for the usé o e Vise Sun¢y_ 


, State Department information on the above named and ten other 5 7 
/ organizations, a 
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we i “ i J y A review of the Bureau's files reflects no pertinent information 
. \ ‘regarding the American National Patriotic Society. Blind summary memoranda 


‘"\ +; have been prepared for transmittal to the State Department by our Liaison 


: 
. a. , Section regarding the other organizations which are described as follows; 
LEA , 
Heese —Kmerica First Party - St tem ee. cay 7 
\ erican Defense Society, Ince - 75, . 9. 
wWational Civic Federation . of... aio: 
112 Park Avenue, New York, New York 
wm -Mational Security League- Vi: ;,0 4 «¢ Pd 
45 W. Sth Street, New York, New York : 
Mothers of Sons Forum, Cincinnati, Ohio -. wf1,4,,), m0/ 
—eguiar Veterans Association -—- a rrr” anal f “ Th f J 
1115 15th Street, N. W., Washington, D. C.:* . "hl aera 
heey “fe, the Mothers Mobilize for America - Criniks, Re? 
ike So: “United Mothers of America - o%,,,.3, 7. ee 
ied Patriotic Societies, Ince .  _/.,, .)»- 


- Order of the Founders and Patriots of America — ae eee 
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WE, JHE MOTHERS, MOBILIZE FOR AMERICA, 1 C. 


‘ Oe a i “ - © eR ee z 

According to available informtion, ire, Barbera Winthrop, | 
Evanston, Dilinois, mt with a group of women "at the La: Salle Neotel in 
Ghicago en February 16, 1941, for the purpose of organising a coordinated 
movezent of all mothers groups. fhe recoris ef the Secretary of the 
State of Tllincis reflect that Certificate #10945, Articles of Incorpore- 
tion, was issued to "Fe, the Mothers, Mobilise for America, Inc.” at 

Shertiy after its organisation, this mothers group mintained 

an office at 37 West Van Buren Street, Room 334, Chicago, and operated 
under the leadership ef the fellowing officers; 


Mrs. Lyrl Clark Van Hyning, 6210 Greenwood Jvenue, Chicago ~ 
President — 
Wra. Lucy Palermo, 10466 South Leavitt Street, Chicago ~ 
; ' YleePresident — 
irs. one Keefe, 6209 South Laflin Avenue, Chicago - 


cretary { 
Wre. Helene Johnson, 2324 West llith Street, Chicago - Mi Fy * 
Chairman of the Committee for Patriotic Action 





In the “ny pact of 1942, information was received to the effect | 
that this organisation claized a membership of 35,000 persons throughout | 
the United States of whish 10,000 reportedly resided in Chicago, Illinois. | 
It was stated, however, that 1,000 women members in Chicago was more nearly | 

correct. Reportedly five er six volunteer workers were engaged in distri- 
buting literature from the organization's peepee at 37 West van Buren | 

Street, Chicago, Illinois. — | 


An election of officers was held on Apri lw’, Skip at stich Vis 

Mrs. Yan Hyning was retained as President. Acoording to available infor 
oe ee | mation, Mre. Yan Hyning, Mre. Grace Keefe, Mrs. Elisabeth Dilling and rs. 
BBA GT! Barbara Winthrop, representing the subject ergenisation in the middle of 
ee duly, 1941, made a trip to Washington, BD. C., fer the purpose of protest- 
ae ing against the Administretion'’s measures regarding foreign affairs. Re- 
_poctedly, Mrs. Pilling, who was ister indicted in the District of Columbia 
for conspiracy to violate the Sedition statates, and menbers of the subject 
organization were active in ploketing the Mite Bouse while in Washington. 
Jee In addition, menbers of this organisation reportedly, on May 15, 1941, 
: eketed a hotel in Qnicago where Lord Malifax was sta This picketing 
- Gavin Bllegedly was in protest of the Administration's policy ‘ali out aid to 
. a .) ad. 
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Following the entrance of the United States into the war, 

this organisation held weekly meetings wually in the homes of various 

members of the group. Reportedly, at a meeting held on February 24, 1942, 

in the basement of the Masonic Temple at 7832 South Union Avenue, Mrs. 

Agnes Waters of Washington, D. C., was the principal speaker. Mrs. Waters 

@llegedly atated that a Seeret Service man had teld her in due, 1941, 

that there wae to be @ massacre at Pearl Harbor, ‘ocording to Mrs, Waters, 
., wre tried to visit all the Congressmen and warn thes of Pearl Harbor bat 
‘no ona would do anything sbout it. She also reportedly stated in her talk 

“thet inasmudh as the United States was at war, former President Roosevelt, 
= gs Commander-in-Chief of the Bray and Havy, eould be court-martialed for 

the erine ef stripping our country of its defenses to asaist foreign nations. 


On March 20, 1942, Mrs. Van Hyning and Drs, Keefe reportedly ad- | 
A>c: 304 the group making remarks against the purchase of defense bonds, in- 
disating that the continued purchase of bonds would prolong the war. They 
also reportedly epposed suger rationing and drew “P a penolatie? protesting 
such rationing. 


the subject sieiclaltis during March ané aprit of 1944 report=- 

edly held meetings every two weeks with attendance rciuging from 23 to 125 
persons. The speeches at these meetings generally urged a negotiated peace 
and were extremely anti-British and anti-Admuinistration in nature. During 
the succeeding months, the meetings of the organisation were attended by 
from 20 to 25 persons. Available inform ‘tion indicates that the same type 
of prozram was still being used. Mrs. Van Myning epoke at each of the meet~ 
ings. Her rewarks usually touched om local politics and eondemned the 
Mational Administration for ite foreign policy. A negotiated peace report— 
ediy was still advocated by the group. In the fall of 1944, weekly ncetings 

‘of the ergenisation brought out an attendance of approximately 20 persons. 
Allegedly, the meetings were directed primarily at getting out the vote for 
the Republiosans in order to defeat the Democratic Administration which irs. 
Yan Hyning aceused of planning to destroy America. In the early part of 
1945, similar meetings of the organisation were continued. However, 1t was 
reported that the membership of the organisation had fallen of f due to ad- 
verse publicity given the organisation by newspapers and nagasines. 


















fhe organization eld a Peace Convention in Chicago, Illinois, 
on June 12 and 13, 1944. Reportedly, there were in attendance approximately 
150 women from forty states. Available iniormetion indicates that a numer 
of speeches were given in favor se a ore peace an ‘that the following 
resolutions were drew we Oy 
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2. Fass legislation to prevent measures are | the spices 


Soldiers will have to pay taxes to Bapport the Daited 
Nations Rehabilitation Association progres. 
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3. Demand of Congress what our war aims are 


4. Demand of the President and Coagress why Germany is at 
fault in the present war 


sa In the sarily part ef Apri, 1945, informa tion was received to 
the effeet that Mre. Van Ryning intended to be present at the San Fran- 
@isoo Conference. lire, Van Myning along with leaders of several other 
winilar mothers organisations were reportedly attending the San Francisco 
Conference so that the beliefs of their respective organisations could be 
made knom. It was reported that the orgnisation was interested in the 
following pointe; 


. lL. They desired to register their ebjeotion to the war aine 
ed and causes of the war. 


2. To adject to the un-American concessions made by fomer 
President Roosevelt, 


oret ecunitaeats made by former President 


4} : 
‘¢ . ere * 


4. To pasneey a cessinticn that persons sites years of 
a age and over de allowed to vote and that only those who 
edvccate and sponsor war be drafted for service. 


The organisation reportedly began issuing a paper osalled the 
"Acnan's VYoioe* in August, 1942. This paper has been published monthly 
since that time. The first issue of the paper eontained four pages and 


sep-rtedly 1,000 copies were printed. Ins succeeding months, the paper is 
stated to have grow in #ise, on some cocasions containing as many as 
_@ight pages. In Febraary, 1943, it was reported that 22,500 copies of the 
paper had been printed and in Septeuber, 1943, 15,000 sopies were printed. 
Usualiy, haever, around 2,000 copies were printed each math. According 
to uvstlebdle information, the paper is dedicated to "wholesome political 
administration, just and early peace, betterment for our boys in service, 
and continuation of Govemment as a Repudlie on democratic principles". 
The paper is reported to have consistently maintained a strong anti- 
Adainistration poliey and opposed an international police system as well 
as international bankers. 
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Daring the year of 1938 in Detroit, Gerald L. EK. Smith 
founded an erganisation knom as the "Comittee ef (ne Million’. In 
this connection he distributed e considerable amount of literature 
designating the purposes ef "The Comittee of One Willion® as fellows: 


i. To rebuild the spirit of America 


2. To wipe out the last vestiges cof Commmisn, Masisn 
and Faeciem in all forns 


3. Tne redefinition of the American National eharacter 


4. The installation of a new spirit in American youth, 
dedicated to the gaintenance of American institutions 


5. To issue a call to farmers and laborers to resist 
what is now knowm as an intermmational plot to involve 
thes in a world revolution 


6.  rededioate the eitisenry of America to the family 
altar and to the spirit of the ehurch ee a 
th ew S 
J. To secure the maintenance of a well defined etandard’ 
ef Anericen living 


Other literature of "The Comittee of One Nillion® sought part~ 
doularly to stress the activities of wee organisation in combating Com 
wan ist influences. 


With the ‘coning of the Buropean war in 1939, paith ehifted the 
policy of "The Comittee of One Million® to that ef promoting the cause 
ef isolationism. In various pieces of litereture distributed during 
1939, 1940 and 1941, he was reportedly especially critical of the dovem- 
ment's policy of rendering assistance to the slifed Geremzente. 3 

aistee Ake tavelvess Vat Gs baled sue iwes 2 ae” 
reportedly again shifted his policy as well as that ef "The Comittee of 

ne Million" te the direction of uritielam ageinst the dovernnent's ef- 
forts in prosecuting the war. Se has net questioned the necessity of 


i “winning the war, but on the ether hand, in various ef his publications, 
: Gena ee well as his pablic utterances, has been careful te lay stress on the 
: arse of the people's aiding and aseisting in every way in defeating 







ina: he has advanced contentions that the Govemment is 

g the war as an exeuse for depriving the acts of = Just pee it 
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He hae also freely voiced criticism against what he has been disposed 
te characterise ap the dovernment's efforts to reduce the United Sta tes 
to a mere anit ty in @ great intemational state dominated by Great Britain. 


the summer of 1942, fai th sought the Republican ‘nomination 
fer the position of United States Senator from the State ef Miehigan. He 
made a nusber ef speeches and sonducted quite an active campaign and in 
the primary election received approximately 120,000 votes. Although this 
was not sufficient for nomination, political observers were reportedly ef 
the opinion that Smith hed made an unusually good showing. Even after 
this defeat, Smith continued his candidacy in the general election in 
Hovember, 1942, when he pro jested hinself as a write-in candidate. ie 
was badly defeated in the general election, his following being less than 
that in the primary campaign. 


Tate in 1942, Smith publiely announced the intention of forming 
a third political party on a national scale. The proposed platform for 
this party, as announced, was said to be somewhat similar to that advanoed 
wy Saith in connection with "The Committee ef One Miliion" and it has further 
been reported that Saith was hoping to gain support for his new party from 
members of a former group, the "Amerion First Coumittee®’. 


In recent months, Smith has been tovving the country mking 
publie addresses on behalf of this party which he calls the “Ameria First 
Farty*. In connection with his public appearances, Saith always report- 
edly professes loyalty in connection with the war effort but frequently 
condemns the methods being employed by the Govemmet in prosecuting the 
war and asserts that the Qovernnent is not representing "true Amerian 
intorests® in that it is eliegedly seeking to set up some sort ef world 
state dominated by Great Britain. Saith also continues to publish his — 
magazine "The Gross and the Vlag* which is reported to be devoted primarily 
to promoting the “America Firat Party®, 
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post cards eontaining liste of questions pertaining te the 
American institutions and polieles, The eards were 


and distributed by the ergmnisations, ani permitted their recipients te 
eres their epinions en public issues. 


A pamphlet published by the seprisan Defense Society 1a 1%S 
the fellowing postwar te yt a 


pS Vaiveredl military training of ow youths 2a — 


2. A highly trained regslar Aray with ovary Wash af 0 
field aray represented, 
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Se Retention and fortifiextion ef all bases necessary te 
Mational Defenses 


& Preservation of dmerica's presert superiority en the sen 
under the plan announced hy the Secretary ef the Navy. 


J. Maintenance ef an effective and up~to-date air ary in the 
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: fhe Batienal Civic Federation was organised in 1900 by Malph 

| siatconaiy Easley, who became Chairman ef the Executive Counsell ef the 
erganisation and eontinued to guide its activities until his death in 1939. 
It was the outgrowth of the Givis Federation ef Chicago which was organised 
in 1893 by Easley for the carer of vnee | about manicipal — in 
Chisago. : 


The presidents of the organisation vere guscessively Senator Mareus 
A. Banna, Angust Belmont, Seth Low, VY. Bverit Lesy, Alton B. Parker, and 
Acting President Matthew Woll, Elihu Root was the honorary president from 
1922 until 1927. Samuel = became the vice president at the inception 
of the organisation. 


Ypon the death of Easley in 1999, Mack UW. Beeks, brother of urs. 
Easley's widow, became the Chairman of the Brecutive owned 1. we. Easley 
decane Secretary of ths Exeeutive Counsil. 


RE: MATIONAL CIVIC 


Headquarters of the organisation fer eeveral years Were mintained 
on the thirty-third floor of the Metropolitan Tower in New York City. Mead 
quarters was subsequently moved to 35 East 44th Street and later to 332 Madison 
Avenue. Since 1942, the offiee of the Federation has been at 12 Park Avenue, 
&@ combination Ne room and bedroom used as living quarters by Mrs. meee 


Purpose 
















The announced purpose ef the organisation is to "seek the solution 
of some ef the great problems related te political, soeial and industrial 
progress. It provides especially for discussion ef questions of national 
importance and aids in the erystalisation ef enlightened public epinien ani 
promotes legislation when desirable. It was the pioneer in bringing together 
: in one educational movement representatives ef the three great ferces of 
. eapital, labor and the general public. It eembats all forms of redicalisn ~~ 
od Pacifisn, Socialien, Coununiem, Bolshevism, Basiem end Anarehism; and advoeates 
pare evolutionary rethertthan revolutionary proeedure.® - 

detivitios aoe i, see oe ie 

< f ‘pads « the later 20's and eerily yore the organisation ana 

Naat aN against American resogzition ef Soviet Russia, and not only demaded_ 
ber to outlaw Cemuniste in this eountry but proposed & national eeoncmic 


tau —gunference to establish & werld boysett on Soviet Russia. It supported 
Eig —_Sourerenees on trusts, the foreign policy ef the United States, immigration, 
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wifors etate legislation, workmen’ Conpensation, soeial iasurans 
industrial sonbiliaticn aad public willicies ownershl pe sarees 


In 1940 the “Heligious Recovery Division” » thin | 
Federation with the anncimosd purpose ei anccurecing auuree acttnions, eine 
the slogan "The tion of the ebureh meane the preservation of eivili- 
sation.” In the "inéustrial Advisory Serviee" wis announced ty the 
Federstion for the purpose of surveying industrial plants for security reasons 
aad ths ‘Bisse ec? the Oh svbversive slemente frox organised 
eae ae oe Sees — organi sation have been direeted to 


Ths o sation has depended upon volun eontributl 
caste and there are indications that past ble bas cere pac ae 











; * 
me 5 
- e ~ 
e - 
af 
. 
= ‘s - ‘ 
4 ‘ a 
i . - Pr 
» ha ba 
‘ ~ . 
a . 
. sy, , = 
z Sad ’ 
‘ 
; ‘ B 2 , F : - 
; 7 t rt we . 
~ . i 
a" . rae Fes 
i “ . Ts i 
bs ns ca 
7 : , ~ 
s - = 
7 , - x ° Bao®. aaa 
- = + ~ . “4 od . 
— . - i : 
ee ie . woe 7 
ae 
ne . . = < a 
. * . it “ 
ry . . ™ 
: 4 rr es ‘ 
P . a ~~: Pe ‘ bi 7 
i] a z a s * 


























rr een 2 
z ce eH Ler Re Mee + . . BRR eye ak TE BET” may ay. 
~ a . ety Fs Mle sn. a 2 ‘-= ad ete. eo ate neo a, ne et Sys aera, arate oe 
h ve SER as eke j + west Fes Agee 7 . 3a * he : . ray 
aN aap ‘ Pa ae a . . 








cS ore ae ; ( a a ee : . | | | 
eras ALL INFATION CONTAINED 
- 3 em mocun virmus astiitiee: Jo AOSHIED 


DATE —a//tlea Bbc 


ie Lage ep ape prnegd east ceed which one h-eplre-p 
A 2992, at wateh Aine 11 wes tren as the Segsier ent Disabiad Servise 
Association headquarters fa ee ee ee 
that tine, Captata K. B. pa Ogean City, Ber doreay, was allegedly the 4 
Comander-in-Chief. Benjania dehnson of Whi ip Aomeacny, wae tee Santer 
Lieutenant Comesader-inchief, Warry Dewitt D. C. was reported 
to be Adjutant General and J. B. Mcindrew, 726 Fisth a. 8, Perna 
B. C. was the official representative te the Veterans Adi isa. 


qa Octeber, 1934, reergenisation of this assectation was undertaken 

by one falter dehnoon, 416 Chestmt Street, Clarendon, Virginie, who had been 
Hational Commander. ngtinae tort Potten Reraplasnen Mgt gar Voigt 

end was apparently a ecle erestion of Valter dehnson. Becanes it was ned 
motional is s end dehnson could net show a definite need fer ite 
tien ta elains and in assisting in adjudicating veterans’ el. 
recognition was dented 1t ty te Veterans Aduiniotration in een 3935, 
as well as in Ootover, 1936, Te | 


Areand March, 1935, the Regular and Disabled Service Organisation was 
ghanged to the Regular Yeterare Association, ite present nase, and vy April, 
1935, it claimed 212 paid-ap meuwbers. By Seveaber te 3990s the organisation 

elained 





granted 
Bon by the Veterans caer beloh ppg cates Oh with @. frederick 
Tvoker, East Palls Gurch, Virginia, as represents 


ae Bila asides teen anise = ay ie cee 
1938, by the Veterans Adaiaistraticn shea eage la Hed ty Perree 

Lie £44 of the Beventy-fourth Congress approved Jane 1936. 46 the 
Qine 1% filed formal app extion on Anguat 3, 1938, Bt elalaed to have soubor 
ship ef 6,856 neabers. . 


Thie organisation was incorporated on — 2, ws, apparentiy - 
the District of Columbia. In 1940, the Rational Comsancer was reperted te 

Karl Gardner, Ho. 11 Park Place, Mow York City, and the recognised Soprosentas 
Sive to the feterans bécinistration » was said te be #. Carl Vest of Washington, 
Rxtional oni Services of the or 









ip Speed, SUE2 Fulton pireet, BS. a B. Gy, us fernly 
, Rettonal Commander baying been Glested in duly, | AEE, oa iu-8 pene of 

wtarens wees ooo acpatecinn aparently 40 6 reprsens Got artes ~ 
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MOTHERS OF SONS pum 


MLSTORY AND PURPOSE) 





The Mothers of Sons Porm, whieh is also ea as the Mothers 
of Sons Forum of Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky," was reportedly founded 
in October, 1939, by women with sons of military age. Reportedly it has 
been engaged in isolationist activities and is known to have been active 
in Cincinnati, Ghio, since June, 1940. At first it appeared to be a bon 
fide {polationist organisation but later activities allegedly were directed 
toward severe criticiam of the Administretion, the publication of vigorous 
anti-British propaganda, and in November, 1 1941, it was alleged that the group 
had dwindled down to a smell humber of anti-Senetic women who were anxious 
for England to lose the war at any cost. Certain of its mesbers have parti- 
cipated in trips to Washington, D, G., in conjunction with such organisations 
as “Women United® and the “America First Committee. ® 


| At a meeting cf this organisation in asseaver; 1941, various members 
are reported to have been critical of the President of the United States, 
varicus Senators, and Wendell Wilkie alleging a tie-up between these indi- 
viduals and the Jews. The members are reported to have disapproved of sending 
troops outside the boundaries of the United States and in purauance of this | 
policy they allegedly consistently opposed the draft bill as well as the 
extension of the Selective Service Act and the Lend-Lease bill. 


ORGANI ZATION 


In Ootober, 1940, the officers of the Mothers of Sons Forum were 
said to be the followings 


Mire. Fred a ae President . 
Mra. Josephine Mahler, Vice President and 
Recorting Secretary 
Mra. B, g. Johannigwan, Treasurer 
Mrs. B. G. Heleon, Corresponding Seoretary aes 
Mrs. Frank Mahler eee 
Mrs. J. W. Rue Board of Birectora . ee 
. meow ae re ons vot 


Zin February, coed the officers of this srghnaiies vers 
said to be the following: 
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Mrs. Ethel Croen, President 

Mrs. Burnette Gausepohl Registrar 

Mrs. Josephine Mahler, Vice President 

Mrs. BE. gd. gonnahingman, freasurer 

Mra. A. 3. Shearman, Recording Secretary 

irs. Robert a. lavell, Corresponding Beoretary | 


Tn 1963 te ofcisere and mewbare nowt ative were said to be the 
follouing: . 


its. Stemrt (Taeinda } banks: Presitent 

Mra. Sadie Berry, Vice President = 

Mise Parris, Gorresponding Secretary 

lire. Louise ao Recording Searetary 

Mrs. Anna M. Luken, Treasurer 

tires. 4. 6. Nei jtan, Chairman, Ways and Means Gonaittee 


Active members include Mra. Ethel Groen, North Oollege H111, 
Ohio; Mrs. Josephine Mahler, Mrs. Arbogast of Fort Thouas, 
Kentucky, Mra. Wagner, Era. ” Josephine Mueller, and Miss 
laura Benge, daughter of the President. 


In 1943 the address of this organisation was that of its president, 
111 West St. Clair Street, Cincinnati, Obie. 


ACTIVITIES AND MEXBERSHIP 


The total number of masbers is unknom but it is probably relatively 
omell. From attendance at meetings the membership my be estimated at between 
50 and 100. The aise of the organisation necessarily limits the scope and 
variety of its operations, whieh may be divided conveniently into four 
estegories: 


X Meubership mietciee: ee meetings are held in the 
Gibson Mbtel, Cincinnati, Ohio, twice a month. fhe 
average attendance is between 4 and 50. Otaiders are 
observed at these meetings, although attendance is sup- 
pose to be limited to members. Each meeting is cpened 
by the singing of the "Battles Ryan of the Republic," 
Since the officers of this organisation gonsider that 
the Hational Anthen whieh was formerly used mas been 
changed and expurgeted to suit foreign interests and is 
wo longer *eraly Auerioan.® : 


2. Lobbying. geaietea @e tei e ete ade 
organisation and is sonducted either by letter er in 
O94 » Picketing allegedly was resorted to in Rovenber, | 

41, when & group demonstrated before the headquarters 
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of Buntles for Britain ia Cinginnati, Ghic, reportedly 
shouting, "Churehill is a dew. Roosevelt is a dew, and 
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Publis Meetings. The orgenisation has been estive in the 
past in supporting either by attendances et or aetwily 
sponsering various publie gatherings, usually lectures by 


with ite om. 


i? 


Pablicstions. mus ie coe of the most Seportact functions 
of thie arcanisation. Besides slacellanacus material like 


eee 


bulletin entitled "FP = 8." This paplication is gsid to have 
adopted & defestist attitude, The "Bullstin,® hovever, of 
the Mothers of Bons Forum is the offieial pablioation of 
that organisation, This "Bulletin® is elained to be the 
result of the ecoxbined efforte of any mexbers of the organi- 
ee It is iasued every 19 
P12 Gaye and is composed ef three to five paces of cavticus 


ae 2 = = = 


‘ant gone tines enustic oriticiam and appears in mineograph 


p and outeide Cinginnati, Ohio, proper. 1% has been 
reported in eek and haa goue es far afield as 
ttle 


Moines, lows, snd » Mashingteon. 
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Beginning about 1937 the allegation was made that the Allied 
Patriotie Societies, Incorporated was anti-~Senitie and sccenhat Fascist 
in natures In 1939 4¢ was allegedly affiliated with the dmmrican 
Coalition Society, reportedly enti-Jemish ani anti-# Qa 
March 30, 1945, one meaber of the board af directors ef the Allied 
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SS October 12, 1945 


Re: ORDE OF THE FOUNDERS AND 
PATRIOTS OF AMERICA 


ef See igh or a ~ wae - - ss! ‘ ‘ : . 
ve at : . re oe & Bette eae Bb Neg, Sets te 
: : 4, ; . vas sy w™ go. ee 


che 


-- is ‘sbute-Gaaed ooptiatin ds aad ete a caivictic. ‘group 
with chapters in various scattered states. Ite membership ie limited to 
Amerioan citizens whose lineage can be traced to American ecloniste prier 
to May 13, 1697 or to a patriot who served the co:ntry during the period 
from 1775 to 1783. 


In May of 1941, @ patrictic meeting was held in the Chapel of 
Princeton Qnuiversity in New Jersey under the joint auspices of the 
patriotic scefeties in New Jersey. The following named organizations, with others, 
were azong those who partic! psted: 


New Jersey Society Daughters of the American Revolution 
Society of Mayflower Descendants in the State of New Jersey 
New Jersey Society Sons of the Ameriean Revolution 

The Hew Jersey Society of the Colonial Dames cf America 

The Hug-enct Society of Hew Jersey 

Society of Colonial sare in the State of Kew Jersey 

Sons of the Revolution, New Jersey Socisaty 
Order of the Founders and Patricts of America 
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, | bpd gunner aed ergs, en meetin heal an a oe a 
was founted in early part ef 1940, by Mra. David K. Stanley and 
-geveral other women residents ef Cleveland, Chie, Initially the gree 
was known as "The Daughters ef Uncle Sam." ltrs 


President of the Grgerisaticn and was assisted Bo Guwies GY ars. 


Phillip Yonreal as VUse President, 


PURPOSE 


Aocerding te the announcements of the arganization, its general 
purpose was said to be that of "preserving oar Constitution and the 
Averican form eof Government and defending 14 whenever and ary ealtaes petty 
to attack from withio eur berder.* fhe group, according te ite eanstitu- 
tion, was nonsestarian, monpolitical, and éspendent financially upen 
veluntary support. Its active mesbers were mothers or other woren who 
subscribed to the objectives ef the organisation. Associate members con- 
Sisted of husbands, fathers, brothers, and friends ef active menbers who 
likewise subscribed te ite general purposes and ebjectives. 





st program ef any consequence partisipated in by the 
meabers was that ef interposing wery strenuous objections to the Selective 
Training and Servies Ast, The group distributed aonsiderable literature 
ef conscription, end a number of the members of the 
in a "marek on Washington® at the tine the 
Selective Training and Service Act was being censidered by Congress. These 
th ether wore, reportedly participated iz a "mothers! 
vigil” at the Senate during the time the Selective Mraining and Service Act 
was being considered by that branch ef Gengress. =~ » fj - -: 


Shortly after America's 
ite program and directed ite eriticion te the practice of stationing 
eerican seldiors im Orest Britein and other pointe net directly in the wr 
genes. Te the Spring ef 1942, the nembarehip of the group alee directed 


considerable eriticiem toward Aserise's program ef sending large quantities 
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acs supplies and equipment te its Allies, a ey 
. ir. layin aa ; . ear Ne sate | 
i! mes The organisation es @ whole was considered & strong supporter ef 
| mx. reg arald L. K, Suith ef Detreit, Michigan, and spenscered several rallies at 
fr. Egan 
Me. Menton 
rr. “1 n 
Mr. Quim Tam _ 
: as ENCLOSURE G , 
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which Smith was the principal apeaker. Im 1943 the grow. was epposed te 
any werld eooperation om the part of the United States, Savered iselationim, 
epposed President Roosevelt's Fourth Term, Mew Deal Administration, and vas 
paid te be highly anti-Semitic and enti-Ceamunistis, The @ganisation 
maintained offiees at the Arcade Building im Cleveland, Chico, and for the 
most part sought te earry cut its progres and policies through the distribu- 
tien ef litereture and through the mo¢iam ef helding meetings at various 
intervals. The iiterature printed by the greup was distributed through the 
mails to varicus Oevermmental efficials and te approximetely 1,000 persons 
whose nanes were on ite mailing list, The public meetings reportedly never 
escuned my considerable sise and were generally attended by the membership, 

many ef the programs ef the greup and much of its literature ware 
based on the writings and stetenents ef Reverend Charles Coughlin, In 
addition to ite own literature the erganisation at ite meetings distributed 
“The Cross and the Fling” published by Gerald L. K. Seithy "Fact—O-Gran", | 
reported to be the argan of the Constitutional Miucational League ef Joseph 
Kamp; and the publications of Eimer 4. Garner ef Wichita, Kansas, who was 
ene of the individuals under indictaent im the sedition conspiracy ease of 
Uv. 5. we. Joseph &. McWilliams, A newspaper expose ef this organisation 
pointed eut that the organisation distributed the leaflet "Roosevelt's 
Jewish Ancestry" Wy Robert Edmonson ef Few York, who was also a defendant 
in the above deseribed case ef U, S. ve. Joseph EF. MeWiliiens. 


In Jane of 1945, the organisation as such was reliably reported 
to be inactive. However, at that time information was received that its 
menbers were abscrbed in a new crganisation called "The Intelligent Aneriom 
Voters League.” . 
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tment intero fice memorandum 
containing a request that 









the Bureau supply for the use of the e Depar ment inf ormation in brief summary 
form on the listed organizations. aw ae 
xa 4 - “hIS- 7 TV 4 
If you concur, it is suggested that this<iien Lo rred_ £5 the Internal 


Security Section so that the desires of the State Depastment iy be sonplied with. It 
is suzgested that separate memoranda be prepared on ehc of. thejorganigations for personal 
delivery to the State Department by the Liaison Sections 





Attachment 


Catt 4 
in 
SR RS 


OFFICE WEY ORANDUM : 


TO 














PROL 


SUBJECT: 











(. . 


UNITED STATES GOVERN ‘ENT 





DATE: September 26, 1925 
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Information on Organizations 


We are campiling information on various organi- 
zations which will be useful to the Department of 
State from the public opinion standpoint. If the 
Devartment of Justice has informetion in regard to 
the membership, am views or activities of the 
following organizations as thev touch on international 
relations, we shall be very glad if they will give us 
a brief summary of any such information that might be 
usefuls 
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=~ America First Party 6i- Y3SF oe 
erican Defense Society, Inc. b/1 0/43 6S - ¥7U/ a 
Roafierican National Patriotic Society, ~ 
Pittsfield, ITlinois ~~ — 
aa ——Yrational Civic Federation £3 - 99 44 2? nf 
112 Park Avenue, New York, New York <99 f2 3s of 
es Security Leame a-737 eK 4. bx; ! 
, 49 We 45th Street, New York, New York 
SS ers of Sons Forun, Cincinnati, Ohio /60- 76 a F4 ZoOM 
erular Veterans Association Gy: Pauh f ¥ oR raped 
1115 15th Street, N. W., Washingtm, D. C. Sa ot 
i , the Mothers Vobilize for America /¢ &+ 9¥/X fu HA Pe eed 
arhited Mothers of America /@6- /S?a J} uN. he aah 
lied Patriotic Societies, Inc. £5 -5 $< o sx sad 
rier of the Founders and Patriots: of America 5 fs VP 2s por? ig 
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Form 8. | 
THis caszoniainaTeo at DETROIT, MICHIGAN SU wueNo. 1/66 
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SYNOPSISOF Facts: Subject addressed a group of approximately 70 people 
' at Temple Square Hotel, Salt Lake City, the night of 
10/13/45. In his talk Subject was jubilant over the 
strength of his movement stating that 108 publications 
now regularly accept his artioles received by enly 3 
two years ago and that plans were under way for 
a ant organisation of 15,000 Tireside groups, Subject” 
7 charged former President FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT with . 
oe ae hoping, expecting, and desiring an attack on Pegrl - Oe, 
| Harbor which would relieve him of his promise not 
to send Ameriean Servicemen abroad unlese attacked. 
He also stated that ROOSEVELT deliberately withheld 
knowledge of the impending attack from those in oharze , Z 
of the defense of Pearl Harbor. Subject stated he 
was leaving Salt Lake City 10/1/15 for Los Angeles, 


California. Left forwarding address of 1204, South 
Hill Street Les- Ancales Cali farnia. 
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: 2 : Buc r ee : oe 
& : a REFERENCE: Detroit letter to Burean dated 9/2 All wear it ON CONT’ i 
ie _ eo REREIN '© UNCLASSIFIED 
ne DETAILS: AT SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH DATE >/y/s3_ BYsoas 


— a eee fp wriih — 
ee | Referenced letter advised Fs nap fb a iNkanned to be in Salt 


Lake City, Utah, Ootober 13, 1915, where he fh per an address at the Tesule 
ss Co Hotel. Arrangenaats were made ay ae er in ieee JAY g. 3 


tet a 


2 Metccie ,ot ~ 
a ; “get 29 tos 
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to have an informant attend the 


ree age en Ae 
oe a fa ee OS tLHY 
Salt Lake Tribune™ as of Ootober 14, 1915, serried an 
SMITH Raps FOR in &.L. Talk". This article 
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| stated as follows; . 
"A complete and impartial investigation of facts surrounding 

the Pearl Harbor disaster would destroy eompletely the place of 

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT in hiatory, GERALD L. K. SMITH, leader of 

@ renascent “America First" movement, one-time Louisiana evange- 

list and compatriot of Huey Long, teld e ‘family oirole’ meeting 

of adherents Saturday night at the Temple Square Hotel, 


"He was introduced by Jeremiah Storkes, Salt Lake attorney. 


“Jubilant about the resurgent strength of the movement to which 
he has devoted himself, SMITH asserted that 108 publications in 
the United States now regularly accepted his articles, received 
by only 3 two years ago, and that plans were under way for the 
orgenization of 15,000 ‘fireside' groups in all parts of the 
country. 


“ROOSEVELT, SMITH charged, "hoped, expected and desired' an attack 
op Pearl Harbor which would relieve him of his promise not to send 
American servicemen abroad unless the U, S. was attacked, Further, 
he said, ROOSEVELT deliberately withheld knowledge of the impending 
attaok from those in charge of the defense of Pearl “arbor.* 
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The Breople's Daily World® as of October 13, 19:5, carried an 
article entitle rotest Can Halt Smith Meetings". This article stated that 
pubdlio protest can prevent GERALD L. K. SMITH from speaking at the Los Angeles 
Poly Technic High School the following Wednesday nicht,’ According to this 
article, SMITH was scheduled to speak in Pamona the following Tuesday, Redlands 
on Thursday, Pasadena Lincoln School Friday and Masonio Zuditorium, Long Beach — 
on Saturday. 
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A oheok of the registers at the Hotel Utah, Temple Square 
Hotel and the Newhouse Hotel, all Salt Lake City, Utah, were made in an 


effort to determine where Subject resided sae his stay = Salt Lake ~~ 
City with Se eh peeuryes ae 


ee ee . “eee 3 * : bh 
ad oe advised that on i Gnseuer 18, 1945, 
a telegram had been received from Los eles, California from the Subject 


requesting that ell mail be sent to him at 120), South Hill Street, Los 
Angeles, California, In accordance with this telegram, one letter and 
one telegram were forwarded to him on this same date, 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


ss Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


Db Deleted under exemption(s) Se 210) ) eee ee with no segregable 


material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


{"] Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) __.- 
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 
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esas the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 
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eae Wnited States Department of Justice Mr, Senet 

Detroit, Michigan Mr. Rosen _......... 

October 19, 1945 Mr. Tracy _____...... 
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O Mme: Ve ges ; 
RE: GERALD L. K. SMITH [ 


INTERNAL SECURITY - SEDITION 
(62-3814) DECLASSIXI 





Reference is made to the teletype from the Detroit Field 
Division to the Bureau dated October 18, 1 discontinuing use of {7p 
and 





roit, Michigan, 
services rendered by in eooperation 
with Bureau work. a 
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discontinue - Smith. Asa 









ae who has been extremely cooperative with this aaae 

office in the , has expressed some concern over the services ck ae 

cpanras presently being maintained on Gerald L. K. Smith, particularly in view 

re of the background and exploeive nature of this individual. It wae his ) > 

pes Gs thought that a possibility existed whereby there would be repercussions “" —+ 
of a serious nature should anything ever be disclosed concerning this L 

Se specific arrangement. 

es In view i to furnish us with all 

oe of the other services now in effect, I agreed with him to 
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November 5, 1945 


Mr. J. Biger Hoover, All AFORE TEN CONTAINED 
Chief, F.B.I. ore ayn pee 
Wechington, D.C. HERE sc SaSLASOE TED 
Desr Sir: DATE __ tof fez BY st-t6eqfe— 
A plague bas struck the State of California, recently 
vy Los Angeles; Gerald ux Ani th, 
Cur Board of iushtien-peaats him to rebble in our &€ chool 
buildings. To the numerous protests they pass the buck, saying 
the State Law compels them to do this. Even one of cur elleged 
City Counci]men, a a introduced Smith at one of hie 
meetings. 
Students i n large numbers heave protested, but Lewrence L.Narretec, 
President of the Board of Fducetion, loftily scores students and parente 
who protest. 
Smith, as ie vel] known, is the stooge of. Burton ‘Wheeler, 
the alleged U.S.Senator, ond othere in Congress, along with "Bertie" 
_\ideCormick, who is leading a Hitler movement to “seize the Spverunent, 
quoting him, Is thia not subversive? Knowirg the efficiency of the 
F.B.J. , I am sakirg what i¢ wrong that nill permit eutversive activity, 
under the often abused nare of free speech. a eek hes 
It would be greatly epprecieted if we, the people, better 
understood thie matter. Certeinly one of the mst important matters 
now ie to win the battle of peace, and these renegades are trying 


to lose it. 





Yours very truly, 
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Sacaigerencrs GERALD Le K. SxITH wias two joawchea at Bast Side 






























\ Baptist Church, Topeka, Kansas, 10/7/45. During 
A afternoon sessien speke principally ef Commumist 
is activities in Europe and extent of infiltration inte 


the United States. During evening session prefaced 
remarks by challenging Jews in the audience te take notes 
and get together afterwards to criticize him, Followed 
2 ee ak his official remarks with tirade against Communism, 
. atating that it would destrey religion by killing the 
heads of churches, by forcing people to take up. 
Comuniaa or by throwing individuals into prisens - 


a 


-ht - 


REFERENCE s letter frem Director to Detroit dated 9/26/45 
DETAUS 3 gy, Gees Pe ce aaa. pepe tie plex ~ EP Loe 
reported on the two speeches made 
GERALD L. K. SMITH at | ; Church in p tere aes en mee 455 


MOTALIN has contre! ef all haute ce seine 

for America. He advocated sending all refugees badk to their eriginal coumtries te 
make homes for the returning soldiers and stated that all women shonld quit their 
jobs and go back to raising children. He related all of the monsy is going to 
foreign countries, as well as our natural rescurces ani we are not receiving any 
pay for this. As a result the people are being heavily taxed. He criticised 
industrial banking in Wall Street and aeons a? were the cause of « eur mong 
going to “ane ate countries Pr 
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He stated that the Russian soldiers were not "tin gods" as 
ee ee - 
policies should ge to Hussite and live therte = =. 


ns uictemitied that in the past the F5I has dug up quantities 
of Communistic material which had been Mgt to be published by CH:RIES 
CHAPLIN of Hollywood and that CHAPLIN is not a citizen of this country, 
has never become one, and when qiestioned ‘about it, stated "It's not fer 
mee” He stated be believes in sending this kind of people back where 
they came from, 


He stated the people should go home and thenk God that HENRY 
WALLACE is not President of the United States as there would be bureau- 
cracy in the Government. He stated he could not say eything for 
or against President TRUMAN but is observing him. He claimed to hate the 
swastika and stated "The red flag of Russia and the ouaerte are ‘snakes 
cradled in the same den.’* | F in ee 

He stated at this afternoon “apeeds that at was nore or eee a 
preliminary for his speech which was to be given that evening and he 
remarked during his afternoon speech that he would give the people am 
insight on pre-Pearl Harbor activitiese 


_ During his evening address he is reported to have been very 

cautious and slightly nervous. He at no time mentioned anything about | 
pre-Pear] Harbor activities. He prefaced his address by stating that he 

new there were Jews seated in the audience as he could spot them and he 
stated they could take their notes down and get together afterwards and 
criticise him. He Stated the Jews were fortunate to be in this countzy, 

but if they liked Palestine better, they should go back there. He remarked 
that the majority of refugees in this country were Jews and that t 

_ should be sent back so our soldiers could have jobs. He finished up by statL 

he wanted the aniiense to umerstand he was not against the Jewse 


He then spoke on Communism, saying that Communism would destroy 
cor religions by killing the heads of our churches, by forcing the people 
to take up Cosmuniam or by throwing them into prison. He stated that — 
Russia oormtrols all of Europe now, alse all of Asia and is reaching out for 
the United States and claimed that {f we loaned STALIN the monsy that he is 
' attempting to borrow that mmey could well be wed for returning servicemen. 
He remarked there were Communists on the Goverment payroll until TRUMAN 
got into office. In addition thereto, be is reported to have stated that 
. . Russia has Comunist agents operating in this country in every precinct, wari 
and county, es well as the Army, and they are trying to undermine our | 
people and are now getting into cur schools and churches. He added that this 
country is doomed because af Communiams 
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He stated that when that time comes CHRIST Will appear, as 
-jo one man will rule the world. This be stated is shom by HITLM's fail, | 
ROOSEVELTts death, and be now micereheres: samy STALD bas aa ver trouble 
| ee ee pe hee Bee 
a Be advecated eee ee ea es on We 
See ragged pcg epg a ad 
‘veterans and unemployed in this country. . . 


During the course of the evening address he is reported te 
have taken about 15 minutes for an open forua. During this time he was 
asked why HARRY BRIDGES was not deported and his answer was in substance 
that ROOSEVELT needed him in backing his, ROOSEVELT's, elections. When 
asked about HENRY WALLACE, he replied that WALLACE was a stooge and a 
front for Communism and that SIDNEY HILIMAN and WALLACE were ia together 
for the development ef the Political Action Commi ttete 


‘When asked if DREW PEARSON was a Communist, be stated that 
PEARSON was not, but he would print anything to attract attention ~ 


SMITH was asked if he had ever been indicted and he replied he : 
had never been indicted for anything and the reason people might have thought 
S80 was because he was with the America First Party and people thought he 

was a Nazi. He stated that if he had i eat = do with ‘eanas or pees 
the FBI would arrest hime. eo) Bk ios cies ees 


He was also asked if WALTER WINCHELL was a Commumist. He replied 
that WINCHELL was not, but that he was Jewish and that he got his stories by 
being @ keyhold snooper. In this connection he stated he could mot see why 
7 the people glorify chro and yet talk down someone like LINDBERGH, 


He ended his speech by imploring the people to get together in 
groups and seriously discuss means of defeating Coamunism, 


The crowd who attended are reported to have been members of the 
East Side Baptist Church. : 


we S eet 












Distributed at this meeting were copies of emd bross angi the 
Qimitia Snape bb dew K. SMITH end his wife and a pamphlet — 
ed "TheXPlan.” Also distributed were envelopes entitled 
..» AP dnerica First Crusade." He stated they were entitled “imerioa First 
— “~. Grusade,* sdiascipsicns tor ihe out so that the people could semi in 
os money for subscriptions for * ross and ¢ the Flage? 


_ There are being enclosed to the office of origin ‘advertisements 
appearing in the Topeka State Journal dated 10/4/45 concerning SMITH's 

speech at the East Side Rapt@m& Church, as well as a newspaper item 
appearing in the Topeka Daily Capitol on Monday 10/8/i5¢ 
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am ow 
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KC 100-3598 


There are likewise being enclosed to the effice of origin 
a copy of "The Crose and the Flag" and photographs of GERALD L. K. 
SMITH and his wife and a pamphlet entitled The Plan.* A copy of the 
. . Saerica Firat Crusade is likewise being furnished to Detroit, 
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ENCLOSURES To Detrait, copies af above listed pamphlets and clippings. 
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POSTWAR RECOVERY COMMISS. . 


© 
(GERALD L. K. SMITH'S LATEST OUTFIT) 


(Excerpts from a report on a meeting of the~Postwar Recovery Commission held 
Sunday evening, September 30, 1945, at the Century Room, LaSalle Hotel, Chicago, 
Tllinois.) 


"Perhaps the most interesting and significant part of the evening 


session of Gerald L. K. Smith's Postwar Recovery Commission was the question 





period. The remarks concerning our President were the most violent and vile 
I have ever heard. The first question given to Smith was why wasn't the Presi- 
ae dent's casket opened? 


"Smith answered that perhaps this was in accordance with the wishes 





of the family who were generally consulted in such cases. However, he added 
eng with his tongue in his cheek, that he had heard various stories, ‘perhaps he 
had committed suicide or his body was in a state of decomposition for many 
reasons’ or for various other reasons. There have been rumors that he committed 


se suicide. 


Sate ge See 


eye the investment business and has offices at ye te 
Re ee el 


= popped up and cracked: 'Mr. Smith, the real reason why they wouldn't open 





the casket was that they were afraid he would jump out and rim againi' This 
brought down the house. . 

"It was at this point thet (a gave me some of 
the toilet paper with pictures of Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt printed on each 
sheet with the captions ?DEAD? and LIVING. He nade the comment that ‘you should 
hear the one I know’ but he did not elaborate on these remarks. WE 22°: 


this paper out in great sheets at the close of the Sere meeting." 
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GERALD L. EK. SMITH held an AMERICA FIRST PARTY oasé mooting . 
ae on lOw 45 at Kiel Auditoriua, Saint Levis, with 762 chiar Ee 
gy ..\ attending, SMITH talked re Communists, the San Franciace .: 
cs Conference, Tyler Kent Case, and urged all refugees be re=-*) = 
: turned te Eurepe. Group of seldiers, veterans and croumatd’ eons 
one distributed handbills outeide meeting hall, Closed meeting ea ar 
ee held by SMITH at DeSoto Hotel, Saint Louise, 10-545 with 350 7 |. 
persons present. SMITH repeated previous stories and talked a : 





aoe regarding the Pear) Harbor disasters - oa 
<ia Fa x 
a -ruc~ GEC st thttlwi am - a 


fe — . 
REFERENCE: Bureau Pile #62-~,3818. a @ aes 
Letter from Detroit to Bureau dated P26—W5e — oat Le | 


‘ DETATIS: Qm October 1, 1945, the Manager's Office of the Wor ieipal 

: Auditorium in Saint Louis, was contacted, where it was leaiweas. ~ 
} that’ GERALD L, Ke SMITH had rented Assembly Hall Wo. 2, for the - 
{ 


AND Prot aegen 
a 


APPROPRIATE A 


f night of October 4, 19456 An exsaination of the rental agree= 
{a a ment disclosed that the hall was rented in the of the 
_ AMERICA FIRST PARTY and was signed by Mise RUTH-COHBECK, 3824 
Juniata Avenue, Saint Louis, Missouri. InformsAts report that 
RUTH LOHBECK is actually Mrs. DON*LORBECK, the wife of one of - 
MITH's principal supporters in Saint Louie, The rental agrec= * 
rment called for the payment of $40.00 with an additional $10.00. 
charge for the services of m public address system operator, . 
The agreement contained a statement, "It is understood th 
will be no adaission charge and so literature sold,” This - 


rental agreement was dated September 17, LPs 
HOR tose Tit ae {7 
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SL File #100-6013 lnc, 


1. #¢g . > ae 
e. \ | 
7. a a 
a aa llth and Locust Hreots, 8, Mis y was contacted and after eae 


@ the hotel records, advised that Miss RUTH LOHHECK had rented the sixteenth ea 

- ef the hotel for October 5, 1945 and stated that the meeting would start we. — 

a. S P.M. on that date, The rental was in the name of the Postwar Recovery © et — mo Og 
Commission, Mise LOHBECK paid $5.00 down at the time the hall was ual pig % 

the total charges were to be $85,00, Miss LOHBECK advised the hotel management " 

that she expected about 400 persons to attend the meetings Prior to the actual e 

holding of the meeting information was received by the Saint Louis office, indi- 

eating that the Comsunist Party in Saint Louis, intended to ea some resistance 

to the meeting. 
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The Saint Louis Police Da partie was advised becstise of the pain 
of trouble, The Saint Louis Office of Military Intelligence was also advised as 
they had previously expressed the desire to have eee Police bie ea Present 
in any demonstration involving soldiers, 


ea ” 
x r é . ee 
cs : fe we 


| :15 P.M., on Octeder 4, 1945 the writer acecunl ty ean 

Gr: assembled with a small group of soldiers and dischar <a 

crane Rear the entrance to Asseably Hall Nos 2 in the Kiel Auditoriums Rae 
did not pass out any of the handbill t stood off to one side, apparently 
effert to keep out of the picture. as very active in handing out the 
leaflets which purported to be an open letter to the people of Saint Louis froa ne 
a group of American war veterans, One copy of the leaflet distributed 1s being -.. 
furni shed to the Bureau as an enclosure with this a and one copy is — ee 
being furnished to the Detroit office, = | ee 


et 


- Yocal newspaper photographer took juptogeaphe of persons akc oon 
- the entrance to the meeting hall and several of the photographs printed in the 
Post Dispatch and Star Tises neneecyer? the following day are being reveined in. - 
— the Saint Louis files i 
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yO disturbance was , evident between the pickets ie the persons wishing — 
"to attend the meeting. As is the custom the auditoriun management placed an = 
gsher at the door to the assembly hall and ‘by mechanical ‘Bounker ae was dsternined- 
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ee ~ Fis oe * ihe Saint Louis Star-Tises newspaper on October 5, 1945 Seiad ; 
. ei. talk on the previous night. The newspaper article, a copy of which $ , 
- being retained in the Saint Louis file, reported that SMITH orated for more “:~:">* 
2 than two hours and that he didntt stop until his follomers had finished veking 

a collection in paper shopping bags. The newspaper reported the "Six foot, 

slightly paunchy, rabble rouser admitted he was a good speaker, and, as the 
shopping bags were being passed, told his listeners that they had gotten their 
money's worth." SMITH told them, according to the newspaper, that they would 
have to pay $1.65 to hear ELEANO EVELT and that he, SMITH, was twice as 
good a speaker as Mrs, ROOSEVELT. In taking the collection, the newspaper 
reported, SMITH told the audience fot to give "chicken feed", that if 
could give only a nickel or something like that, that they should not give it, 
but should come up front and be would give thes a nickel. The newspaper 
account aleo reported the distribution of the circulars but the newspapers 
apparently were not aware of the fact that the circulars were being distributed — 








: by Communi 
: Times sheet t as SMITH entered the Auditorius that 
ce evening, Btvils Firet Class, ED B< BROWN of San Francisco, a member of the 
* Eighth Infantry Division, handed ne a circular and said, "Mr. SMITH, read 
: ‘ this, Here is what we veterans think of you." 
} The Star-Times also reported that SMITH hed interspereed his talk 
ee with a tax on the Star-Times, ‘ They reported that he denounced "This mangy 
os Star-Times, this left-winger, this stooge of Stalin, this cur of journalisa,® 
ae The Star-Times also quoted SMITH as saying that what he had to tell on the 


next night in the closed meeting at the DeSoto Hotel would be so hot that 
it would burn up the 
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advised the Saint Louls office a 


Foreign Wards, hed put considerable pressure on 
te to. cancel the cals einai 







use of the” 






sixteenth floor of that hotel, 


attorneys and wes told that there were no legal grounds upon which he could: : ; 
cancel the contract without ineurring a definite liability for breach ef 


eontracte 


ENCLOSURE TO THE BURBAU: One cory of a leaflet wessiat Ka open letter to 


the People of Saint Louis.® 





Beer no ueree Qne cony of a leaflet entitled fin open letter ‘te gt es 
Be | the People of Saint Louis." BASE, 
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ee re - STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL ee 
SYNOrSis OF FACTS: ; : : : 
On 9/16/45 at Mary Seaton Room, Kleinhans Music _ 
Hall, Buffalo, N.Y., SMITH addr ite oe of 
approximately 500, sponsored by onomics .: . 
ae f, Ln , Leagute- Petition was circulated aera Father + o%.50 ae 
© claw Epes return to the radio. SMITH addressed, a ee 
intimate® meeting at Statler Hotel, Buffalo, . - - oe 
evening of same date, Essence of SMITH's remarks _ 
at both meetings set out. 
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ws "... .. Letter from Detroit Field Division to irecton,, Se Bs 
3 dated September 7» 19b50. Bere 
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which SKITH was schedul ddress on Sunday, September 16, 1915 at 
Buffalo, New York. tated that in keeping with the policy of the 
paper in the past, curler Express did not wish to giv but nominal. ~ 






publicity to SMITH's appearance in Buffalo and that he, personally 
wished to be cooverative with this office in furnishing ed information 
and would make a copy of the FEROENeE: s notes available = this office. 


| WHI sb sequentiy advised thot SINE covered 
the meeti and made available his notes. pointed out that 
WE =: not set forth repetitious aes which had been the subject 
on previous occasions but had confined the material made 


available to this office, for the most part, to such matter not nronouy 
discussed by SMITH at meetings in Buffalo. 


The report of I «0820's that SMITH spoke at two 
meetings during the date, Sunday, September 16, 1945, both of which were 
sponsored by the Buffalo Economics League, presided over by JOSEPH H. STOFFEL, 
President. The first meeting took place in the Mary Seaton R at Kleinhans 
Music Hall at 2:30 P.M. SMITH was introduced by\STOFFEL as thay"Number One 
American of America® and then SMITH informed the audience of app Kimately™ 
SOO persons that he would address a more “intimate® meeting later in the 
SyenINS at the Hotel Statler. St report is set out below, | 

He said he was never ashamed of being an inerica Firster. . 

: Switching into his theme for the day, SMITH said the proposed 
forgiveness of war debts which, he said, totaled 41 billion 
but would mean 82 billion, would result in the virtual donation 
$3,000 by each American family to foreign countries. — 





SMITH said he talked with a soldier who was totally dis- ; 
abled, and had been receiving $115 a month, but that it was — 
being reduced to $60 a month because of some "technicality." 

: SMITH didn't say what the technicality was, He did, however, 

a recall to the audience that it was he who had suggested at © 2 se Lo 
the start of the war that soldiers should be given a #1,000 ie ee en, 
boms upon discharge from the service. ioe ae 


‘ 


"They said I was a crackpot, but I say we owe it to. our 





24 soldiers," SUITH said. 
SMITH ssucvatuiatel President TRUMAN for ete Lend=- yy 
Lease, saying that "if he will function that way in other iy fie 
: directions, he will be the kind of President we need in this s 


* ; country." 
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SMITH said that as long as we have the Federal Reserve - 
System, depressions will keep occurring in this country. The ~ 
only way they can be avoided, he said, is to have constitu- 9 _ 
tional money, coined by Congress, and tax-free and interest 
free. : 

"Let's plow under the international bankers instead of 
the pigs and cows,® he declared. 


‘Then he said, "I am going to tell you things you will 
never be able to read in the Brffalo Courier-Express." Then 
he rehashed over the story in the C-X about his meeting two 
years ago in Eagles Hall when he supposedly aa ane on the . 
American Flage 


*I'm asked many times why I don't sue,® he seid. "But 
it entails too many things, and all I would be doing is hiring 
lawyers. But I am suing Radio Cutlet for $100,000 for WALTER 
WINCHELL's allegation that I stepped and spit on the American 
Flag. The triel is coming up in December," 


7 SMITH said he wasn't so mich worried about himself, but i. 
' about his son in the Army. He said that at the time of mea 
we WINCHELL's radio broadcast, his son was a candidate for . 
| Officer's Commission, and that "I have reason to believe that . 
the statement cost him his admission to officer's rank.® 


*I don't care how so (son) gets back here, but that 
he knocks h-~- out of WALTER NCHELL,® SMITH said, 


 §The Reds have a groundwork laid to take over the USA. 
We knocked h-——= out of Hitler and we beat Japan, and now we 
are turning it over to Stalin.® 


"Russia would not permit a committee of Congress to 
enter Russia." SMITH said he was quoting a member of 
congress as saying that reports from Europe indicate that 
every German woman between the ages of 1h and 67 under Russian 
rule were being raped, He added that 20 million Christians in 
Russia are being crucified. When we recognized the puppet 
Lublin government in Poland, he said, “we sacrificed in vain 
the lives of our boys.® 
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“Right after the Labor Party iets, in England, said ae 
SMITH, members of the party wit h HARO KI, the Commnist, - 
+ ata 


Walked in the Parls aman tng , i? 
E an tne Parliament sin ing the internationale, the Red 
Ong es 


"Communism is sweeping the world. If we quit occu 
Japan, as has been suggfested by some military leaders, wring 
a year, Stalin will commnize it. It would be better. to leave 
100,000 troops there as occupation SGECCR oN 


- SMITH preaicted dereat Lor ww _ 
elections. He quoted a Detroiter as Ace tha voming French _ Rone 
ever had any trouble with Russia, the Communists could paralyze aie ee 
the entire city of Detroit. a 


SMITH said the most powerful man at the San Francisco 
Conference was Senator VANDENBURG of Michigan. SMITH said 
he served notice on the Senator there that if he underwrote 
Russia, it would mean the end of his career in the Senate, 
because SMITH would see to it that all the America Firsters in ~~ 
Michigan did me vote for hin when he is =P for re-election 
B0ONe 


The veto power of the Charter, said SMITH, makes it worth- — 
less. The important question for the U.S. is: How mech ar 
authority will our delegate eer? 


At this point, he related some of his experiences at San 
Francisco, his difficulty in obtaining hotel accommodations, _ pO 
and the trouble in obtaining halls for his _Speechese He said S 4 
he gave an impromptu speech in the lobby of the Mark Hopkins roe 
Hotel, and boasted he held an America First meeting el door ; ¥ 


te where Moloteff gave a cocktail party. 


Pha. SMITH, during the meeting circulated potions wine =" A: 
the return to radio of Father Coughlin, He said that during Ce 
his latest trip to Washington, he had requested authorities a 
1 





not to whitewash the ave Harbor investigations, 
He told about TYLER Vent, an American code clerk who was V 

allegedly imprisoned bedause he had copies of all the cables 

between ROOSEVELT and CHURCHILL. He demanded that KENT be 


returned to this country for trial in an American courte “ 

| ! zie 

During the meeting, voRTONRRYY, Chairman of the New York e i 0 ee 
State anerscaniam Committee of the Jewish War Veterans, asked m 


-e- 


ae 
é 
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. <r és 4 2 eur ies . iis ig 


_ SMITH whether it was true that GEORGIATOSE, who heads SuITH's 
Nationalist Veterans of World War ii was convicted in May, coe a 
of selling Army goods and passes to soldiers. 


TH replied that the same allegations were made by 
ARCHIE ERG, national commander of the Jewish War Veterans, 
and printed in the Jewish Sentinel in Chicago, and that VOSE 
had sued the paper for $100,000. "The outcome of the trial 
will be your answer," SMITH said. = Teh 


SMITH said that VOSE's discharge papers say "conduct 
excellent." He advocated abolishment of immigration until 
all American soldiers have returned home, and given apes He 
said the 60 million jobs idea is a fake. ) 






oa report stated that SUITH's syeding necting at the Statler 
Hotel was ted to those who were given cards at the afternoon meeting. 
report on this meeting is as follows: 





aC yd 
SUITH said that ROOSEVELT's passing * "liberated many bik 
people." A en 


SMITH told his listeners to watch, the Pearl Harbor 
investigations, He said that JOHN YNN has evecrers vou 
- prove that P. H. was likely to happens ea oe 
He said ‘that when the truth of Pearl Harbor was aaa 
out, "it may blow his (ROOSEVELT) name right out of history." 


"The truth is so deadly that no ee dared to _ . 
oppose the investigations,* =i 7S 


“Some terrific tinge are ae ont about Pearl — 
Harbor.® 


pearl Harbor oe ee a sia ae - ‘The Roberts report . 
is strictly whitewash, and eeienes to make KIMMEL and SE: Aa Se ate om 
the goats for the affair.” : te ae 


SMITH said he had received a long distance ealeonsne call 
from Washington, but more than that, right from the Capitol, and 
had received information to the effect that the day after 
RCOSEVELT and CHURCHILL met for their Atlantic Charter meeting C/ 
(August, 191), Lloyds of London cancelled all its insurance '. 
on the Kawaiian Islands, qb x 





ha 
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SMITH said that Chang Kai Shek wanted peace a few 
years ago, but was persuaded to go on by ROOSEVELT who lent 
him 100 million dollars to stay in the war. 


Going back to TYLER KENT, SMITH said that WILLIAM 
JENNING BRYAN's grandson was in possession of similar infor- 
mation, and that several years he returned to the U. S., and 
one day shortly after his arrival, was found dead in his 
hotel roome 


He said that many American soldiers who followed the 
&4merica First Committee were being returned to Europe and 
other fronts with the special assignment of digging up the 
dead bodies of their countrymen. 


GA =< available to the office a ee of, Th 
pamphlet prepared by the Post War Recovery Commission, P 

Detroit 31, Michigan, which, he steted, was obtained by 
Mary Seaton Room where the Jiterature was distrimted a 








lan", a pre 


at the 47? 
3 meeting. 


ENCLOSURE: To Detroit - Copy af "The Plan" prepared by 
| the Post War Recovery Commission, « 
P.O. Box 697, Detroit 31, Michigan. 


- . | REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO OFFICE OF ORIGIN .% 


sted eeepreis ete ar’ Sai 


me 


See co bo 











eos es ' 440;0.949 5 
r” 6 a~-F39/8-S0X | | 
2% “fs, Assistant Attorney General f. L. Caudle Sovenber 19 = 
4 WZ ’ : 
Ry QF Sone seear Hoover, Hicechar ~ PodaralBatvad of Tavontgatton™ = af 
a eee 3 ar Hoover, = An 
— ae ALL SOOT COMINED 
os : GERALD L. K It, ‘with aliases oe 
Fie AMERICA FIRST PARTY tom te N aia ie 
s Maca rssr eam HEREC URESSNTED 
ze ' - DATE_ze/ea/ee. Be see 
= Reference ts nade ad oar r previous correspondence regarding the 
oe above captioned matter. 
Ez For your further tnroraatton there are attached coptes of the . 
', ee investigative reporter , 
3 i Report of Special ican cated Septeaber 2h, 1945, at 
a - . Buffalo, New York, entitled, "Gorald L. K. Suith, was.3 The Anerica 
Ce _ First Party; Internal ipa - G, Sedition;® — a 
Report of Special agent Wipes. cs omens dated | October 12, 1945, at z 
Detroit, Michigan, entitled, "Gerald L. K. Snith, with aliases; fo 


Amwrica First Party; Internal Security - G, Sedition;® . \ 
Report of Spectal Agent 






dated October 16, 19,5, at ; 
























ae : Cleveland, Ohie, entitled, “Gerald Y ZK. Saith, with ellases; The 
ee America First Party; Internal saaecae GQ, Security Matter - - 7 
7 Sedition;® _.. ie 7 nat athe | = . 
+” Baport of ‘Specta? azent WE TM dated October 18, 1945 at 
| : Chicago, Illinois, entitied, NSorald L. Ke Saith, with aliases; | 
a America First Party; Internal tala & Sedi tion;* 
ae Report of Spectal agent Wie. MMMM dated October 18, 1945, 
re at St. Paul, Minnesota, enti led, sisi c. penne sats Wass 
Ter ORS 28 at al; Internal Security - genet Vey ee ~~ i 
>. Report of Special agent Winn... ae es 145, 0b 
"oss. 1 Salt Lake City, Uteh, eatitind “Gerta 3 Anorica First oe a 
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HiS CASE ORIGINATED AT DETRO I? 


PRE NO 100-5778 
















oan ee 7” ine en eh mtg hs ; on A CTER OF CASE As , - at a : | 
: - OHRALD ‘LYMay KENNETH Suimn, “with aliases “INTERNAL SECURITY @ be 
ee ee eee a age te” SEDITION es en Ne = 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, representing ee eas Oe 
First Party, spoke at the Worth Side Carnegie Lecttre Halli, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., 9/19/45, 450 persons attended, SMITE'S 
zecture included a report on his attendance at the  -= 
an Francisco Conference, aswell as an attack on the |. 
policies of FRANKLIN DELAN OOSEVELT, whom he blames for 

: the success of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, a 
> Bis by condemation of the economic Royaliets, Communists, and | .-. 
eG ee, ol the United States verertaent of State for its action in the 
7 ‘Kent ents . 


Ss — ~ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


geen, eta dateeted ; _ HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
ee, Seton Me te fa 








DETAILS: The following tiforeation rega ding this meeting was furni shed, - 
: 4 # ly ‘ es rae Es m 
honed ar PITISBOROR, | PENNSYLVANIA.” ne A eee rox. - ae oe S. 
a 





~~ UGXRALD LYMAN N EY ITH spoke at the Worth Side Sata 
Lecture Hall, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, on the evening of September 19, 19 
Approximately 450 persons attended the lecture, Fregent on. the platform _ 


with MR, SMITH were MARTS/LOHLE, Chairman of the DafendA are of Ganrvel Washi 
Wilh Fitlie AM. Likt WOLD Fara 8 


WiL4 Oe OWS WiV VACHE DE BS We OE YS ww 


ehWeshingto: 

“represented & CHARLES A , RS. SHITH, and an a eae istet person who. eae 
represen od | the Cali ria Pastor's Gomaitteec., a ee pt ts ace Pay, ‘ 

per ste aha SS ee: ae 

* sat | opened his lecture wy emonncing that he is int ‘the : 
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~atast of a sittsncwite: ‘tour which he characterized as the Famer ican First” Tee 
_ Crusade", He then reported on his visit to San Francieco during the « oo 
_ United Nations Conference. He told of how he had deen refused lodging fa? 

geveral of the hotels and how he had deen expelled from hotel lobbies 

and accused of “unlawful assembly.” He also told of how his ioe in. 

San meant ae and Los Angeles had been extrenely micceusrate -: 


| He thea dtacusset ‘the Pearl Harbor attack ‘ent gia that 

his Weeaveas holds FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT personally responsible, He said | that 
he intended to do everything in his power to bring ahous @ full ani = mi 
open investigation of the patter: sn 


During the course of his eguaske. he denied gntient kien 
and also denied that he was a reactionary. He said that he is referred to 
as @ reactionary by the Comuniés and referred to as a radical by the - a 
“economic Royaliats" and “international bankers" who, he said, are atteupting 
to strip this country of its wealth and prosperity. He presented as ‘usaal - 
his ow sconcete views and plans for the salvation of America, . re aoa 


At the end of the meeting, MRS. LOHLE made a short epedch 
in which she set forth three resolutions which will be sent to the 
Congressmen and Senators fron. this district: — | . 

le The Peari Harbor investization should be cukaiel ae 
until the public has deen given a complete and honest report on the tacts. : 

a . 2. Tyler Kent, State Depareuent Cole Clerk ais ‘had deen = .; S = | 
{wcareneaten fin Englend for disclosing secret correspondence datweer - a ee 
ROOSEVELT and CHURCHILL, should be guaranteed safe passage back to the 
United States and a fair and open end impartial trial, ak 


.-B The United States should engage int no war's of ead 
kind, pert ioularly no war with Rusein. © eS oe 


Sore At the conclusion ‘of SITE'S tex, a , collection was 
taken aPe oe a Pres. Fee th 7 we poe: piace? 8 La. * : rae : 
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ae Mt Aseistant Astorney snl 2. b. Candle . Le coe 
to.) M6 Ordmdnal Division | fhe | Decenbter 3, | 


ee a i John Edgar Hoover, Director - Yoteral Dareas of sarees tee ae ae : 
s: a . ese | 
so | GMRALD LYMAN KMOETA SMITE, et _— cee ae 
en ie INTERNAL SEOURLTY = 0 er ee fe ere 

fa JS: *  SEDEPION ‘ | fe ee a eS: * 


oe ae ae Yor your further informatica weneaice ane se ceiaant laaees ease sea: 
there. da tranamitted herewith a copy of the investigative report of Special 
ae November 19, 1945, at Pittsburgh, Fonnsylvania. 
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ry Deleted under exemption(s) DIO with no segregable 


material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
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I wish te advise that the information sentained in. the files | 
ef this Bureau ie confidential in nature, and by a leng standing rule ef. 
the Atterney General oan not de made available except upon the express 
direetian ef the Attorney General, I am sure you will appreciate ay 
position in this matter and understand the fact that no inferences — 
be draw fren the failure te make sueh information available, 
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John Edgar Boover - Director, Federal. Bureau of Tovestigation 
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yor your further inforsation in connection with the abere-cert 
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Form No. 1 


¢ THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT DETROIT FILE NO. 100-35 57 


PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MADE 


10/2,18, 26/45 








REFORT MADE AT 


DENVER, COLORADO - 





DATE WHEN MADE 


11/8/45 
















TITLE 






GERALD LYN KENNETH MITH, with aliases, 
@ america man ee Party 





¢ 
de 










SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Subject spoke a ts Club, Denver, 10/9/45, weine intro 
duced by FF of Spyistian Youth for America, SMITH q 
talk chiefly anti-ComuunTst. Communist Party, Denver’ - 
actiyely opposed subject's appearance Denver and endeavored 
to cause cancellation of his appearance at Woman's Club, 
Subject spoke at Prayer Weeting Service, Englewood Baptist 
Tabernacle, Englewood, Colorado, 16/10/45 attacking the 

_ Anti-Defamation League of B'Nai, B'Rith, Communism and 
Peoples aaah abate of Applied meres fiw 


fuss. BY 
~- RUC = ates 


in AATE OF we a bs ay 
REFERENCE: Bureau file No, 62~4,3818, C914, 
, Letter from Detroit Field Division dated September 26, 1945e 









APPLOTT TATE AGENCI 
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On the evening of October 9, noe subject neeee a public 


DIL 






700 people ne “at this meeting. 
roceedings at this meeting as furmished by 
xu Sis 
"SUITH called for the election of Christians write. ry 
office in Federal and State Governments and asked for an 


Dp anendment to our Constitution semi akaesain the power 
35 DESTROY E! the supremacy of Christ in America. .. Aa” 












“SMITH's speech followed his usual pattern, although he did 
pot, seem to hit his normal fiery stride until the last ten — 


ada (+g 
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U.S. GOVERNMENT PAINTING OFFICETO — 


- roo et re ee ee ee ee 





DVR 100-3557 


lev mstaene 4. @inutes of his talke _ About three hundred and fifty of his audience _ 
Ee ee ee of seven hundred were quietly hostile ‘and unresponsive to himy ~*:~ eae wie 
.. ... he seemed to sense this fact and soft-pedalled his emotional | eppeals. wee 
‘. Phere were several spontaneous outbursts of applause from the» a fea 
_.. Smith opposition, but he passed ower these very rapidly and nade 'né oe ne 
A, attempt to assess the atrenghh of those for him as vee S to those ee 
Beets’ him, - tte ote: a re ee eae poe Dee & = 


- lathe aesting ° was opened by Kenasth 5 Gol ¢ f Christian Youth 

for America, He introduced Dewey McKinl aft, Englewood printer, 
who spoke briefly and rather ineffectually’ concerning his Colorade © 
Committee for Constitutional Rights. As he described it, the Com 
mittee has no dues and few duties except to unite those who oppose 
“alienism™ in America. Taft's new paper, "The American rch ae 
was distributed to all those who attgénded the ‘mecting. ot sattcae 







a "Gott then introduced Wesley) t, introducing him as the * 

leader of the group of one-thousarid California pastors supporting 

- Smith. Swift gave a vigorous rapid-fire, vicious talk assailing © 

communism and threatened that his group represented a majority in 

this country and intended to maintain control and obliterate oe 
opposing minorities. 


"Goff, after sketching his eet eecual in the usual terms Gs 
a former Communist who used to travel around with "Eleanor" — 
a crack which fell unusually flat), introduced Snith, Smith opened —- 
. his talk with sops of praise for the police who were present( about noo 
". ° twenty) and for the Woman's Club, who refused to be intimidated ae . 
‘s “ gencelling his rental of their auditorium. He offered to send the... 
: Woman's Club a photostat of a letter to him from J, Edgar Hoover, a 
stating that the F.B.I, would support his right to free speech in 
any city in the country. He complained that Denver and Minneapolis 
were the only two cities in the country where he was denied use of  . -: 
city auditorlums supported by the taxes of his followers. He de=- .—s_: 
scribed a series of imaginary threats against the Woman's Club and wee 
displayed a sheet. of paper which he claimed was insurance pea Sy be 
the building and its occupants for that evening. He stated that, eae 


ma igs “¢; 
Bal : 


the company holding a regular policy for the auditorium had that oo fees 
afternoon cancelled its coverage and he had been obliged to pay’ sey 
$100.00 cash for coverage for that evening. He first mankicned’. = - 


coverage of $25,500, then later referred to it as $10,500, (I am 0. 
informed that five days written saa is required to cancel euch a ae. 
a standing policy, that the rate he quoted is five times the sormal 

rate, and that the paper he displayed in no way resembles any in- 


surance document). Typ? 


. _ | a we 
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ae 


DVR 100-3557 xh 
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"Ignoring a leaflet opposing him and signed by the Denver Unity 





. t Ny . > 
os 


all his opposition as stemming from the Communists. He refeFred bene 

the forces that opposed him in California as “conmunits financed i, rier 

by the nyover cet Jows whe control Hollywood", Sg oe er ee 
2 Psy : 





 agmith claimed that the Hationaliste won a etevony na ; 
Stalin at San Francisco, but did not elaborate. He rapidly aetrg over: 
a few references to a "super-state” and concentrated against proposed . aa 
loans to Russia and England. He then hinted at sensational news ==. 
about Pearl Harbor and offered to send a 30-page expose of the. truth 
about that attack to anyone who sent himadollar,  o . © sg 


"Noticing several negroes in the audience, smith » eicoued thea a 
as "friends and fellow-Christians", but several sentences later he .- 
was elaborating on how his followers must 7 #e =e Fa sleet ts 

Christian America"s: st Bo a 


ed pees: ae . 


“ashi fting to the theme of (international ‘bankers! “which ali _- 
good Smith followers recognize as a term synonymous with ‘Jewst, - : gee 
Smith screamed that America must regain its money from the hands 
of these ‘money changers" and return to ‘constitutional money!. 


"When this theme drew lees than arent enthusiasa, he told the . 

.. story of his attempted meeting in the lobby of a hotel in San Fran- — 

. eisce. He said a sailor came up and shook his hand and told Smith =. - 
‘ ~ he and all his friends were for him. At this point, a sailor in ~~» 
77: the balcony arose and yelled 'you GB ~_ Fascist, I'm not for. ar ee 
17. Sa" yout and stomped out.- There was applause from the Smith opposition re a 

amd Smith told his followers that this ‘misguided Jewish sailor tee 

had been sent there by the Communists = sepeas a fool out of himself - 
fig and try to precn up one oe ext : set 


ne : git 
:* 


"From this time én, ‘pany of ehane ‘entieais to smith continued’: 
to leave the balcony. The noise of deacending footsteps distracted 
many of the Smith faithful, so that often more people were looking 
dee toward the rear of the auditorium than toward Smith. He told fall =. 
pee , the Communists’ they. could go home now and let others who wanted vo pas “2 
ne oe to get in have ‘thetr peat ay but the poate zoetiet emptye soi’ pot ae Heo ge ts 
: a ~ ithe woe ah . ees eo 
a “n§mith aarouhesd he was pole to care ‘ap a eollestion, bet 
first asked how many would agree to give one dollar more than .. 
they would have given in order to help him pay the extra cost 
of $100.00 for insurance. Only about fifteen people held up | 
their hands so he quickly peesed on and began to instruct the 
audience on how to fill out their contribution envelopes. Prob= 
ably not more than $200,00 was collected. People continued to 
leave, until only about four to five hundred remained in thelall. 
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“ Council that had been distributed outside the hall, Smith described ~ >< aoe : 
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pS ate ee * wat this point Smith’ decidedto vote his “opposition. : 
a 8 ali those who believed the truth had been spoken there to 





= (7. their hands. Then he asked for a show of hands from those who dia: ae 
Pee . Rot think he was telling the truth, He ignored about one-hundred hande” : 
* raised in the balcony and quickly announced "There are seventeen = == 
- who disagree with me, they sould like a lot ROre, don't ert: ens 
"Returning ‘to his attack aactnst Russia, Smith stated that a 
the women in the area now occupied by Russia had been repeatedly 
raped by Red soldiers. The fantastic charge drew laughs from the 
opposition. Still in the hall and he regained a little of his old 
fire by asking his followers to yell ‘shame’ at this ungodly in~ © 
decency. They did so, but the enthusiasm was short lived. He . 
ga + began to describe his post—war recovery plan but at sequndes eer se, 
“ ~ fused even to his tae a e Ber tee 0 eae a ae 
ve ‘ginouselne ‘that ie was never . afraid to nae his siecle ee 
Smith offered to speak at Denver City Auditorium and share the . 
platform with ten of his meanest enemies providing he could have - 
half the tickets for the meeting and half their time in which to 
answer their charges. He described a similar meeting in Los — 
Angeles where he confounded his opposition by asking how many of . 
_ them believed in the pecnarisa aeene. bela and all confessed ste 
to being atheists. . -- ae 
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a "Harv Unger did not. attend the mavens hast ight Smith: 

oe " . announced that Springer was attending his father~in-law's funeral © ae 

ad oa - and that he, Smith, would speak at the. prayer sees of the. “ ey ey 
, Englewood Baptist Tabernacle tonight. een cat ies ge 


| "Smith seemed ‘off-balance! during nost of last t night's mest= - 
ing. It was the weakest and least suécessful ralaghads se ct Se 
aa of view, that me has ever held in Denver et ae: : *, a og 


a - Copies of wir lous material, Aistribated at the + meeting are 2 being 
furnished to the Bureaus ues <8 aes 


“Ses : . 7 gti ae aoe ~. . as: a 
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- + RA Retin die Asn, furnished a oe ‘of t the proceedings? bw 
at. the aa Baptist Tabernacle Prayer Meeting on October 10, 1945, 

at. Englewood, Colorado, a suburb of Denver, which moet Lng - -was addressed by | 
subject. This is the church of which Rev. HARVEY HOWARDYSPRINGER, a close 
friend of subject, is the pastor, This report is being transmitted to the 
Bureau, 











According to the report furnished b 
subject was introduced at this prayer meeting by FORREST S 

» , music director of the Englewood Baptist Tabernacle, 

- ” evening as announced by him in his talk was "the peril of the church, 
cae the enemy of the church, what some of the paralyzing forces are doing in — 

oe. order to undermine the church of the living Christ.® During the course of | 
: his talk he dealt considerably on the efforts which had been made by various 
forces in Denver to cause a cancellation of his appearance the night before | 
at the Woman's Club in Denver and during these remarks he attacked the Antie 
SyoM .. -. sd Defamation League in this regard, stating that it was probably the one that” 
Gen. c+... worked with the insurance company to get the eaeecee on the eonenee = 

= eee cancelled on the Preceding ntethe. pe ee 


"ls He also delivered a short, attack upon the ‘Coma bts oar + cr ‘foe 
usual lines during the course of Emin he stated as eae (he gues a a 

ot ot 5. President ROOORNEMT I< we ee eS Pie oh ke a 

i = ‘ ‘sJust a litte: while before” ur. ROOSEVELT died Mr. “ROOSEVELT Cen. 

tu." 3° opdered them to commissian Communists in the Army as officers. <= 
They are in the political life, in the Bureaucracy, in the school 
systems. They are in Denver University. They are in our state tax 
supported institutions,* 


The major portion of his talk was. tack upon t eoples Institute _ 
of Applied Religion and the Rev. CLAUD aaaee who subject claimed is 
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an ordained Presbyterian minister on the payroll of the Home itaonaey 
bon _ Board of the Presbyterian Church and the head of the Peoples Institute Of 
8,4 Applied Religion. He claimed that this organization which he stated has. 

headquarters “4n the Transportation Building in Chicago under the leadership - - 
of WILLIAMS is organizing young people, both white and colored all over the 
oo United States at great expense. He further claimed that witnesses have 
ee been produced | who statei that me had seen WILLIAMS' mache: card in the 

Communist Partye a. Fe ae poses: a aie ; 
Following subject's talk ate WESLEY SWIFT, en of - 

California, made a few brief remarks, some of which were allegedly mie , 
Communist and arti-Semitic. In the course of his remarks he stateds 


ny will tell you what will aed. in America. Christians 
are going to meet and have our elections in every ballot box. We are not 
Bie . going to vote for Jews. You can put that down§ -~ you can tell your | 
aR - Jewish friends we will definitely occupy antil Jesus comes."® -°. . 


aa SS = ee ee alltetinalinty a ==> 


The meeting was closed with « brief prayer by KENNETH GOFF. : 
Rev. HARVEY HOWARD SPRINGER was not in attendance at the meeting in view oF 
a death in his family. 


ENCLOSURESTO THE BUREAU: 


Copy of a | report of the address of subject at the Woman's Club 
sucitcrims Denver on October 9, ne ae. EE bat 20% 2 cs 







, 1)” Sey of a small newepagst entitled Sinerican ce combined with the 
Colorado Republican," DEWEY MactAFT, . sole owner, issue of October, 1945. = 
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Copy of a pamphle Lan® prepared by the Post-war — 
Recovery Commission. - a a a es — : 


fonv af a 


Copy of a tives distributed by the ee Divis fon, Denver Unity 
Council pesos "Ts Gerald L. Ke Smith & Native Fasciot?™ a. wee 


Copy of a report of the proceedings ee the Englewood Beptist - 
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT — : FILE NO. 105-134 BS 


GERALD Le eau, w vith aliases” . fot 
AMERICA FIRST PARTY Pat oe 


Las | 





SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: SMITH aake no makilo-e ieaurences or le oes 
. in San Diego Field Division. San Diego Board 
of Eéiucation denied him use of Roosevelt School .. 
saditorium, ALYWIRIN, attorney for AMERICAN: ue 
CIVIL LIBERPIBS UNION, in behalf of PAYROLL GUARANTER 
ASSOCIATION, filed petition to force San Diego Board | 
eee -. -' @£ Edngation to permit SMITH to speak, with negative | 
% os ; Feeults. At Court Hearing audience made up of | a 
te igommante® Party members and "Han and oak a 


Se Ew ae! 
nan: eS Bbam Tar 7. W572 gi 
REFERENCE: Detroit parser. to Burean dated dctobex ras, 1945. 


, 


 MPMAIES, aay DI=I0, OAL TPORITTA oA a Con ee 
Tes aa a e - Bore sy 5 hy 
fea Reference letter indicated that GERALD le Ke SHITE wes. 

sckaite’ to speak October 17, 1945, at Riverside, California, October 21, 


1945, at San Diege, October ade mies at miversits, and November 4, aged | 
at San. Diego, Geriterates cet 


= ; mes ; : eyes . eRe 2K vee 


me PE gees eo that oe “49 
rae, ie in Riverside County was strong against L, KX. SMITH and further that _ 
=: i ee sie Ere nee and contact with th peveresas Police Cin gahy iat =: 
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and Riverside Sheriff's Office it was ascertained that subject SMITH made 
fe) Maceo or = in Riverside. 


oe gifs sg 
‘ “ee bn err tetany, 7 ‘ 





a "Ye was aacortained through 
“aaa through surveillance conducted by the writer that GERALD L. led beng 


— no speeches at Roosevelt Junior High School os echednleds egies sg Se 
: 8 Os Novenber 2, 1945, Attorney re Le wit of os angeles, 


california, who represented the PAYROLL GUARANTEE ASSOCIATION, ——— 
before the Eonorable Judge TURRENTINE, Departnent 6, Superior Court, San 
Diego, California, and filed a petition to force the San Diego Board of | 
Education to permit GERALD L. Ke SMITH to speak in Roosevelt Junior High | 
School. Attorneys for the Board of Bdéueation filed demrer, and before | 
same could be answered, the last possible date SMITH could speak is San 
Diego, namely November 4, 1945, had passed and time far no rien] — 
have beea had eeneer ene this matter, . Zz 
Local newspapers, particularly the AN prB60 DAILY sad 
JOUREAS,, starting in the early part of October 1945, published aunerous | 
articles against GERALD L. Ke SMITH and brought ont that o SMITH 
had been granted permission to speak in Roosevelt Junior High School tut 
the permission was rescinded after complaints had been registered by the 
Averican Legion, the Communist Party, and jocal labor unionse 


On 







mber 2, 1945, the writer was in Depar t 6, 
» where the petition filed by WIRIN of 
~ 7 heard before Indce TURRENTINE. and the andience 
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ef Ae, Gerajd Le mith; 


THE A OMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION; : 
._ THE“AMERICA FIRST PARTY g 
“SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 
On September 27, 1945, SMITH held a | 
meeting in Detroit which was picketed © 
by various labor groups. After this 
meeting SMITH left for the West Coast . . ..- 
and was reported to be establishing. his ae ee 
headquarters at Los Angeles, California, .. ‘ 
umder the sponsorship of the Guarantee 
Payroll Association (Ham'n Eggs). SMITH 
is expected to return to Detroit the 
latter part of November, 1945, after a 
series of scheduled speeches while on 
the Coast. According to informants, CEN, ne gong, 
SMITH's appearance in Los Angeles and Gerace Sy 3. AE 
other cities was met with opposition, | nes. 
resulting in the picketing of his meetings. 4 a 
SMITH's publications continue along ‘the -. “i. 0-00. Le 
anti-Communist line. At the present time 
SMITH has organized a "Post-War Recovery» 
Commission" which he alleges is to fight Bie Meh 

ee | Communism and to help the United States. © 

. Sere Gite, during their reconversion period. = 
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Office dated October ll, 19455 — 
Report of Special RT reer ao: 
dated October 12, 1945, at Detroit, ‘Michigans © 


Memorandum from the Detroit Field Division 
.to the Bureau dated October 16, 1945. 


- Memorandum from the Bureau to the Detroit ~ =", 
Field Division dated November 7, 1945e_ . E 
DETAILS: At Detroit, Michigans ers _ 


ee ae Daily ¥ Worker ecivespaanens tron District 7. 
of the COMMUNIST PARTY, wrote several articles prior to this meeting at. oN 
which time he berated SMITH as a Fascist. These articles which appeared . 08 
in the Daily Worker and the Worker, Communist organs, described SMITH a8 = oe 
the most menacing Fascist character ever to have any following .in the United nae 
States, These articles also criticized the Board of Baucathoo of Datrote: ie 
| for pe SMITH to speak in a pee nate Sie ae 











It was reported in the "Los Angeles Examiner" for 
November 3, 1945, that as a result of the picketing et one of SMITH's 
meetings 55 boys and girls were arrested for picketing which was other — 
than peaceful. The article further went on to point out that according 
to the California law the Board of Education was compelled to allow the 
schools to be used by any organization whatsoever. The Board of Education 


further pointed out that unless the law was changed there would be no way 


to prohibit men like SMITH from speaking at their public schools, 
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Copies of the August, September, and October issues of . 
"The Cross and the Flag" as well as the September issue of the "Monthly 
Letter" and the September 6, 1945 issue of the "Weekly Letter" are being 
forwarded to the Bureau as enclosures to whe reporte 


At the present time SMITH is forming or has formed a 
"Post-Yiar Recovery Comnission" which, according to him, is to fight Comm- 
nism in the United States and to help the United States in its reconversion 


period. To promote this Commission, SMITH has edited a small pamphlet 


entitled "The Plan" wherein he has set forth his various ideas towards . 
helping the returning soldier and the wnemployed. He advocates a minimm 
income cf $2,500 a year for each American family and points out that there — 
is available an average income of $8,000 and that the remainder over and 
above the $2,500 would be thrown into the hopper of the American competitive 
system where initiative, honest competition, and private enterprise would 
Ndo its stuff." He also advocates a strong Navy and Army but states that 
this should not be accomplished by peace-time conscription. He states that . 
{t should be done by making the pay of the soldier and other members of the 


armed forces high enough to induce | them x0 enlist for several years : 

: | SMITH also advocates ‘what he teras constitutional money sf 
which 7  eecsvaing to his definition, is money issued directly by Congress - ae 
and not through the Federal Reserve System, He states that constitutional 
money is guaranteed and underwritten by the productive capacity of toe 
nation and believes that by this method the unemployment problem would be - os 
solved. In turn, SMITH advocates from $30 to $50 a week for avery unem= = ni z 


ployed person 1 and | every person over sixty years of Agee 


eG SMITH claims that his plan can only be worked out . “ 
following the Nationalist movement and by amas from alae acti 
* dnverssttone: ase Wigs «a ey ; os . é 
~‘Pieauant to ‘Baforence’ Letter dated Novesber 4, 1945, 
this case is aibeing placed in a closed status and no further active investi~ 
gation will be conducted by the Detroit Field Divisione 


Also pursuant to this letter, all outstanding leads to 
other offices are being discontinued. 
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ce Copies of "The Cross Mel the! Fag" 1 for hugust, Septesber, | 7 
and October, 1945. ‘ ; 


Sapbeabars 1945 » issue of the pices Letter captioned 
"The Curtain Risese" 


A copy of the Weekly Letter for Septenber 6, 1945¢ 
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sustecr: DATE 10 fis [e2 BY 


of thé Anti-Defamation League called and 

stated that he had been told that Gerald L. a. Smith was making Wiis 
the statement that the Director had written him to the effect bs pagal 

' that there was nothing subversive about his activities. He als opty 
stated that Smith exhibited a letter dated April zcdth that the / , 
Director wrote to Smith. GD 22: to know if we had eve 
the statement that Smith was n& Subversive. J told him I felf/ 
that the Director had written no such letter. - Tae a 














I checked the files carefully and find no such letter. J do 
find the letter of April 26th, which was written as a result of the 
Detroit matter. Following are the last two paragraphs of this letter: 

"You may be assured that the assumptions you set a in your 




















letter of April 18 are correct; i.e., no representative of thi ureau has 
at any time attempted to coerce the management of any butiding to“prevent 


your speaking in Pn ope Fe i BiSEE t y acttvittes designed to 
deny an American citia t oo Lt pte £4. $Y 2k - 5/8 
. "I appreciate your Bringng thié mattenrto Bo ataention so that you 
will have no question concerning "Be oo iaE Ge op rt Te" 
City upemer® naUe <. dA ag! speech a Gti R ade in Salt Lake 
e refers to the letter. After referring to the letter, h 
called upon the audience to give the Director 4 hand. | eae 


told ne incidentally that Adazrson of the Committee on 
ner hear corr Urel es vs getting.ready to subpoena the records of the 
BS sAyo A): ella the Leon™irkhead organization which: sponsored 
oar? 


John . He stated they were very much fearful that this was. ay 
attempt get to thesADL, which’ has been By pare to ae the Jewish Arg 


gestapo. iaasaw 
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Zz \ To : Director, FRI DATE: December 275 1945 
: SAC, Houston 
we, (2. ae Qo ALL INFO®MATION CONTAINED 
7 Dhwenrca Frese Panty HEREIN 15 UNG! ASSIFIED 


es ch ee 


The above-captioned individual arri in neater Texas 
on Decender 13, 1945 accompanied by his wife, RENA 


SMITH conducted a press conference at the Rice Hotel on 

- the afternoon of December 13, 1915 and from press reports of this con- 

ference SMITH stated that he was in Houston to contact key figures who 
would help spread his gospel of nationalism in Texas, He declined, howe 


ever, to say who the key figures are he expected to contact in Houston. 






Other statements attributed to SMITH during this press con- 
ference include the following. In connection with isolationism, he stated: 
®Isolationists think a nation can live alone and unto itself, Natimalists 
believe in keeping a nation's sovereignty. Let no nation control the blood 
or money of the United States = that is what we nationalists fight for.* 


Soviet Russia was branded as a "nation of savages" and should 
be dealt with as such, "You can mke a deal with savage head hunters, but 
you don't have to give them a key to your front door", SMITH stated. SMITH 
said that the United States and Russia already are at war. and it will be 
out in the open in eighteen months to five years, 





He spent considerable time in discussing g 
this country and stated that he always finds ar if eget ferro are in 
a cammnity when he applies for a permit to hold a mass mecting. In this 
connection, he stated, "That will bring the Communists into the open, and 
they will deluge the building superintendent and city authorities with pro- 
tests, threats and use every other method to harass me or keep me out af 
the city." 


The SMITH party left Houston on Friday, December 1), 19h5, 
stating that he intended to visit Baton Rouge, Louisiana, for the purpose 
of laying a wreath on the grave of HUEY LOM. He indicated, however, that 


he intended to return to Houston sometime in the spring for the purpose of « 
holding a series of mass meetings. 
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No investigative action will be taken in the event SUITH be 


) + retarns to Houston this spring unless requested by the Bureau or the Pet- 
roit Field Division, ; dy 
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Po beth te Board of Education Office of 

Mre.Eleanor B. allen of the ee ee 
cing a eld City of Los Angeles Lod“Angeles 13, Californj 
ecu ce Rounsavelle Chamber of Commerce Building er 


Los Angelea 15, California 
December 19, 1945 





Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
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ft 
DAT, 2 st rho 
I am presuming to wr u cofcefning certain efrounttanses.. 
that have surrounded recent action by the Los Angeles City Board. ae aa 
Education, in the thought that you may be able to supply this Board are 
with information that it does not have. Neate. .ae voce 


My dear Mr. Hoover: 


Last October, an organization of Los Angeles citizens aipl ied ->- 

to our Board for a permit to hold a meeting in the auditorium’ of ore of ~~ 
(e our high schools. It was stated in the application that Gonehd Ls Ke 

Smith was to be one of the speakers at the meeting. A permit for the 

Folding of the meeting was issued in due course. As soon as this fact 

was publicized in the local prass the Board was deluged with written 

and oral protests of citizens/ of this community, objecting to the grant- 

ing of a permit for a meeting at which Mr. Smith could eppear and speak. 


‘Here in California we have certain provisions of age?’ 
Education Code which are commonly referred to as "The Civic’ Center Act". 
In substance, this lew grants to organizations of citizens the right to 
hold meetings in public school buildings for the purpose of discussing 
political, economic, or other subjects which in their judgment pertain 
to the interests of the citizens of the community. The only exception 
made by the terms of this law is that of persons or organizations who 
advocate the overthrow of our government by force or other unlawful 
means. This law has been repeatedly construed by our California courts 
as meaning that a board of education has no power of censorship over the 
character of a meeting proposed to be held by citizens in accordance 
with the provisions of that Act, with the exception referred to. T 
is, that it is mandatory upon boards to grant permits for such el, 
and that a board cannot legally deny such a permit because of the al- 
leged opinions and beliefs of the members of the organization or of 


the person chosen by them to be their speaker. = 


TRO | 
gg~ 05 OCT 14 og. This law makes it equally mandatory upon a board to deny 
gue 


a permit if it be proved that either the organization or the per- 
gon chosen by it to be its speaker, advocates the Wiexe of govern- 


q ment by force or co unlawful means. / ae ane S/ er 92 
—_— : 
i amie Kaw “WEG — aan 


EAE a Tiel The 
= | a ie ys / 
‘be cy 2 40 ay ow aan 





J 


—-- + 7. -_-— wen eer mt re en oe ee et re a al ly ee 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
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Because of various charges that were made against Mr. 
Smith, our Board granted two public hearings for the purpose of 
affording an opportunity to citizens to appear and present any 
evidence they might have tending to prove that Mr. Smith advocates 
the overthrow of government by force or other unlawful means. 


Both of these protest meetings were attended by large 
numbers of people appearing as representatives of a considerable 
number of local organizations. Their common complaint was that Mr. 
Smith has been charged with having made, in years past, public state— 
ments which have had a tendency to stir up racial and religious 
hatreds and tending to show that he believed in what is popularly 
referred to as a Fascistic form of government. In support of those 
complaints it was said, for instance, that both he and his wife have 
been members of Pelley's Silver Shirt organization, the implication 
being that the-Silver Shirts advocate the overthrow of our government 
by force or other unlawful means. Practically everything that was 
said against Mr. Smith boiled down to an expression of bitter dislike 
for the man personally, and for views that he is accused of having 
expressed; no evidence whatever was produced to show that he advocates, 
or has ever advocated, the overthrow of our government by force or 
violence. The members of the Board, in concurrence with members of 
the Los Angeles County Counsel's Office who sat with them at these - 
hearings, so found and refused to revoke the permits for these meet— 
ings at which Mr. Smith was to speak here in Los Angeles. 


Board members are still being importuned by various citizens 
to go further in their investigation of Mr. Smith's record, it being . 
contended that he preaches doctrines which would have the effect of 
advocating the overthrow of government by force. The Board has there- 
fore directed me to write to you to ask if you will be good enough to 
advise us whether or not your office has had occasion to investigate 
Mr. Smith's activities and, if so, whether you have found evidence 
that he advocates the overthrow of our government by force. It would 
be of value to us to know whether your office has or has not found any 
evidence supporting such a charge against Mr. Smith. 


I may state that in connection with the holding of the three 
meetings Last October and November here in Los Angeles, the most 
vociferous opposition to the holding of the meetings, which took the 
form of picketing of meetings by mobs estimated to comprise from five 
to ten thousand persons, appears to have been local Communist groups, 
principally those Communists who appeared to be of the Jewish race. 
This has been explained by some by pointing out that Mr. Smith, in 
his local appearances, has purported to expose certain activities of 
Communists which, if true, would indicate that any patriotic Anerican 
citizen should fight against such activities, and certain procedures 





= ee 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Page 3 12-19-1945 


which are charged against the Communist Party. The only utterances 
made by Smith in his local meetings, which could be reasonably 
labeled as "rabble rousing", have been those in which he has de- 
nounced the Communists and their alleged program of activity in 


this country. 


We shall greatly appreciate any information or comments 
that you may feel free to give us in regard to the matters herein- 
above set forth. 


Yours very truly, a 


LAWRENCE La LARRABEE 
President 


Board of Education of the City of 
Los Angeles 


LLL: LLG 
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Board of Education of the city of Low Angeles st + a? cpeusge ta - ae 
Chamber of Coaserce Building : | 
los Angelae ‘15, California ca bi Lo | 

Dear Mr. Larrabee: 8 | OS : 


+ 


Thie will acknowledge receipt of your letter of Decesber 19, 1945. 


With regard to your inquiry, I wish to stvice that inasanch as the 
information you desire involves fundamentally a question of law, I have taken | 
the liberty of referring a copy of your letter to Assistant Attorney General 
3, foe@ron Le Caudle in charge of the Criminal Division of the neers eof 
ig: Bera EP pene for interpretation and appropriate consideration. 
eet + 
\ 


so Tf at any time in the future you have any information which you be 
an ‘Ieve to be of interest to this Burean, I want you to feel free to comaunicate 


e 7" = with me or with Spectal Agent R. B. Flood in charge of our Los Angeles Field 
7 an Division located at 900 Seowrity Building, Los Angelee 13, California. - 


Ms, eae I Be. Sincerely yours, 


taf . 
a oe . ; 
oe John Edgar Hoover 
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. SMITH, with aliases; Gt 
SEDITION B44 


ST PARTY 


‘ GERALD Le K. SMITH returfied to los Angeles about October 
15, 1945, and hdd planned to have meetings in a number of 
cities in the Los Angeles area. Mobilization for Uemocracy, - 
a new Commnist front, is to consolidate alt Communist 5 : 
activity. Communists and CIO leaders ‘try unsuccessfully , 
to prevent Board of Education granting use of school --_— 
building to SMITH. Communist and CIO members and others". 

ss picket SKITH meeting at Polytechnic High School. PHILIP 
~\\% My CONNELLY is leader of the pickets. ROBERT We. KENNY, 

State Attorney General, is director of Mobilization for - 

Democracy activities. lobilization for Democracy organizes 

long Beach to prevent SMITH holding meetings there. | 

Representatives of Communists and CIO succeed in having 

Masonic Temple cancel engagement of SMITH for use of hall. 

Many arrests made at Polytechnic High School meeting. 
Fifty-seven persons face court charges, many of who 


high school students. (J _BY Ns ; 
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Report of Special acent [ue Detroit, 


ne : ie 3s Cctober 12, 1945; aes 

a: are oo _ Bureau letter dated October 11, 1945; - 

a . SEXED Report of Special Agent pee Ios Angele 

rea iff. dated August 30, 1545; | Se 3 eae | : dy 
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DETAILS s 


AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA: 


GERALD L. Ke SMITH was in Les Angeles in June and July, 1945, 
and held a series of meetings at which a great amount of disturbance Was 
created by his attacks on Communists and he singled out to a great extent L 
the activities of Communists and Jews in Hollywood, ‘hen he left, he state 
that he would return in the fall for a series cf meetings. He arrived in | 
Southern Califcrnia on or abcut October 15, 1945, and was scheduled to speet 


in the following cities in Los Angeles: 


Pomona 
Riverside 
Pasadena 
San Bernardino . ; 
Long Beach 
San Diego 
Miodesto t 
Sacramento é 
San Jose * : 
San Francisco 

Oak land 

Fresno — 

Los Angeles 

Pomona Nes 

Riverside 

Fasauena . ' 
San Bernardino 

Long Beach 

San Diego 

tiodesto 

Sacramento 

San Jose 

San Francisco 

Oakland 

Fresno. 


when SMITH was in Los Angeles in July, 1945, he made a speech 
at the Mhrine Auditorium on July 20 i 


| i ich he made the following 6 
statements in substance, according to b7 fF - 


"You can make up your minds when you come to call down the , / 
imps of Hollywood, the devils of Hell, and they will spend %50,000_—; : 
in ten days under ‘the leadership of pre-Communists and Stalinite 
agents like ORSOMWELLES and his trained seals to fight you bebause , 
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you stand for Christ first in America, that you are doing some good.® 
"You kno, you hear all sorts of talk about GEHALD L. K. 
‘SMITH and his storm troopers — — The Communists use a circular with 


a drawing of a Nazi on the cover with a wicked cat-of-nine-tails, 

titled, ‘ust this happen in Los 4ngeles?' You turn to the inside 
and it says, ‘GERALD L. K. SKITH comes to Los Angeles with his storm 
troopers.' Yes, I came to this meeting tonight with what they call 
my ‘storm troopers'. The men who escorted me to this meeting tonight | 
were all young ministers of the gospel. ‘“e stopped in the dressing \ 
room, used by the actresses when they use this auditorium for a : 
theatre, and we knelt dowm and prayed, that is the kind of storm 
troopers I had and in case any of my cynical enemies who insist thet 
the Pastcrs! Committee is a fake and non existent, I want you to know 


that cractically every gentleman on this platform or at least 60% of 
them are ministers of the gospel." 


"IT realize that the Communists have used the strategy of 
racism, which we do not introduce, racism is no part of our campaign, 
but they have introduced the question of racism in order to alarm 
ths hysterical Jaws, in order to arouse the Negroes; but they haven't 
succeeded in arousing the Negroes thus far; so if you went to the 
Olympic tonight- ~ - in fact a member of my committee said that 
without a doubt at least 85% to 90% of the people at the Olympic tonight 
are Jews$ lay I sey this to the Jewish community, if you are represented 
here tonight, be you an agent or to listen ins study the practical 
strategy of your people in the public relations problem. ... your 
people will not make the friends you neéd in this critical hour if 


you allow your fears to be exploited in this critical hour by the 
Communist Party.” $ 


"All right, ladies and gentlemen, I am willing to wager a 
hat, shoes and undershirt, there will be no resolution at the Olympic 
Auditcrium tonight against Red Communism. I am willing to wager 
my shirt the 4ttorney Yeneral of the State of California will make 
no attack at the Olzmpic Auditorium tonight against Communism. why? 
Because he and others, operating this Communistic program are 
plzying the Comunist Party line. ‘why are they so afraid? ‘shy do 
they spend thesa thousands and bring in movie stars and left wing 
politicians, the Attorney Gencral cf the State of California? 

They had 60 men at the Ambassador and the food ccst #10.00 a plate; 
they paid $600.00 just to set up a press conference to publicize 

this meeting they are holding; they say for the purpese cf stopping 
GERALD L. K. SMITH. -hy that fear? «hy so apprehensive concerning 
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our activities on the coast? It is because when this war is over 
there will be a million unemployed on the dest Coast. . . don't let 
anyone deceive you, you have have all kinds of interviews with 

Kr. Kaiser on cperating new factories, . . . but a confidential 
report to the Federal teserve Bank in this zcne reveals these 
factories now manufacturing war materials are going to be closed 

and not be reconvertea to peace time factories and there will be 
millions unemployed on the west Coast and the Communists are planning 
to exploit the hinger, unemployment and chaos in behalf of a revolution 
under the ted flag. And don't you be deceived, they are getting 
ready for the explosion. they, Kickea Earl Prowder out of leadership 
and put at the head wILLIAx Ade POSTER 5 they repudiate EARL BRODER 
because he was getting along #ith the Administration“and now. they 

are going to restore their plan of class warfare, which means over- 
throw of the government of the United States by force, and they have 
moved their strategic headquarters to Hollywood, California, to 

take over when this war is over, and they know GERALD L. K. SMITH has 
got their number." 


= en 


"when the press came out and interviewed me at the hotel, 
they said to mes ‘Mr. SMITH, what about these people being out to 
destroy GERALD L. K. SMITH and everything he stands for?! I said 
if you get HOMER CHAILLAUX of the Americanism Committee of the American 
Legion and get Senator TEN.-EY, Chairman of the Committee to Investigate 
un-American Activities in this state to endorse the meeting at the 
Olympic Auditorium, I will cancel my meeting at the “hrine and invite 
my people to join you, but may I say this: I am willing to wager that 
Senator Tenney and Homer Chaillaux are just as conscious of the 
mechanizations behind this fake outfit as J am or anyone here in this 
audience tonight." 


GE ==: that on August 26, 1945, about 1,200 people 
met at the Los Angeles City Collega and formed thegivobilization for ; 
Democracy", a new Communist front which, according to the amnouncement, was 
to be a comnittee with power to act as a committee for all the organizations 
composing it, "but not as a membership orgmization" but that it was"to 
screen all suggestions amu resolutions, and pass those they approve and 
reject those they do not approve", 


b10 


Source further informed that the following parties are to 
control and direct the activities of the MFD. 7 . 





ROBERT WHKENNY, Attorney General of California, chairman; 
GEQRGS-6T ER, secretary; . 

CARBEMc.iIWLIAMS, treasurer, writer and professional sponsor; 
PHILIP XM: NELLY, CiO member and secretary of the LAIUC. 
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This source further advised that this MFD was first set up : 
as an emergency committee at the Royal Palms Hotel on July 17, 1945. 
He also informed that the MFD called the great mass meeting at the 
Olympic Auditorium at which its officers claimed 12,000 citizens were - ; 
in attendance and that yl0,000 in cash was raised to finance its activity, ° 
the principal one of which at that particular moment was the activity of l 
GSRALD L. K. SMITH. ' 


Later, the MFD issued a list of eighteen tiings which they 
must fight to obtain or ficht tc prevent someone else from obtaining, 
all of which were in conformity «ith the present Communist Party line. 


About the time that GERALD L. K. SMITH returned to Los Angeles 
in October, 1945, an announcement appeared in the papers giving his 
schedule of appointments. 


The Los Angeles Daily News for October 12, 1945, stated that 
GEnALD L. K. SHITH yasterday receivec the 0.K. from the Los Angeles School 
Board to address a mass meeting ge school property after a similar request 
had been denied by the San Yiego School Board. The approval was given by 
the board in reply to a request for the use of the Polytechnic High °chool 
Auditcrium next ednesday night for a free public meeting spcnsored by the 
Pay Rell twarantee Association. 


It stated that City School Superintondent VIERLING KERSSY 
advised the Los Angeles School Board against a proving the request, 
fearing "a bad situation might arise in connection with that person's 
speaking in the school building". ; 

"There are sharp feelings in the city about SNITH", said 
LERSEY, "we must be careful of arousing sentiment". 


LAWRENCE L. LARRABEE, president of the board, stated: "But 
we cantt deny SMITH if we don't ay Communists, we have no right to 
anticipate a riot or a disturbance." 


“Permission was granted for the use of the auditorium at 
a charge of $37.00 for a period not to exceed 7:00 to 10:00 P.M. A 
sign disclaiming the School Board's sponsorship of the mactene: will be 
placed in the auditorium", board members stated. 


The Los Angeles Daily News for October 16, 1945, stated that 
an estimated 100 southland organizations will appear before the Ios 
Angeles City Board of Zducetion today to protest SMITH's scheduled 
appearance next wednesday. They want the permit to SHITH cancelled. 
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The article further stetea that if the School Board does not, 
cancel the permit and if the speech comes off as scheduled in spiteof the 
pretest, the ee added, aad were underway to have 10,000 peokete 
at the meeting. 


The article stated that the "Kobilization for Democracy" 
leaders said, "The groups objecting to ‘rabble rouser SMITH's appearance 
had passed the 10G mark and was expected to opr nonemate 200 before the 
Board of Education meets", < 

It may be stated that ROBERT ii. KENNY, Attorney General of the 
State of California. CAREY MesiLL TAMS, and GEORGE STILLER are the leaders of 


~~ ay Va ee Ss 


Mobilization for Democracy" which is leading the opposition to SMITH. 

The Los Angeles Examiner for bctenes 16, 1945, stateds 
"Despite vociferous protests from a capacity audience that included several 
Kollywood celebrities, the Board of “ducation refused to rescind its 
permit for SNITH to speak at Polytechnic High School". 


/ LAWRENCE Le LARRABEE, President of the aaa explained to 
more than 300 protestants that under the State Civic Centr Act, the Board 
was powerless to deny a permit to the organization sponsoring SMITH's 
appearance. He stated: “Among the jspeakers who asked the board to revoke — 
the permit were Hollyvoodites EDD ANTOR and DOROTHT"PARKER; PHILIP M. 
CONNELLY, Secretary-treaturer cf the LAIUC, CAREY Mc. ILLIAKS, and ISAAC? 

RPACHT, former judge of the State Superior Court", oe 


A dodger was issued advertising a mass meeting at the new 
Masonic Temple at Long Beach, California, on October 20, 1945. It was | 
designated as an-Pamerican City in Action". The principal speakers were 
ths followings “~~ 7 


ORSON WELLES, writer, ROBERT i. KENNY, State Attorney General,: 
Long veach xobilizetion for Democracy, and "more than 100 other community 
organizations and leaders". It listed J DEN ag chairman and master 
of cersmonies. . ' Pee 


_ On the back of this dodger was the neBerne one can't Happen rf 
Here", ~ . ; 
| 


The HeiJpVpooples world for October 12, 1945, under the sage 
"Hollywood will picket If Smith Speaks", stated that if GERALD L. K. male 
America's No. 1 Fascist, successfully completes his speaking date at | 
Polytechnic High School next “ednesday night, he will be confronted by a 
giant picket line - Holly: ‘ood style. . 
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It stated that this was issued today after 700 citizens 
enthusiastically cheered the ay eer a PHILIP Wi. Nereis Reon eee 


treasurer of the LATUC, et the Olympic uditorium last nicht. 


Lod C enenientiiiedtiiatand — ated 


cee 


It stated that indignant citizens will appear af a Board of 
Education hearing at 5:00 P.M. Monday at the Chamber of Comzerce to 
protest rental of the school to SMITH. It stated that if the board insists 
on permitting SiiITH use of the school then "the picket line ¥ill be. 
crganized", It stated that CONNELLY spoke at the mass meeting cf the 
Citizens Committee for the metion picture strikers which was called to 
protest police and goon terror against Hollywood picketers. He noted 
that SA ITH appeared in town when workers are being assaulted in a Fascist 
Manner ana questioned whether it is merely coincidental. SkITH end anti 


labor violence "go hand in hand", CONNELLY pointed out, and they cannot 
be seperated. . 


The Uaily Peoples “orld for October 17, 1945, under the heading, 
9300 L.A. Groups to ‘Greet! Smith with Picket Line", stateds "Mass indigna- | 
tion of los Angeles citizens et tha American Feseism of GERALD L. K. Si ITH 


t 
vill be expressed in a huge picketing deanns tration tonight in front of the 
Polytechnic High °chool". 


"390 organizations which will be represented at the mass - ot 
picketing include the followings ‘'Kobilization for Vemocracy: {National 
associaticn for the Advancement of Colored People, H.I.C.C. o P, 

——~fidtionet Citizens Pac 00d Democratic CommittegpdlIO Cc Grpnoil. ie 


an m:-Fican Federation of Tcachers-Parsnts Boe epee Council, 
thirteenth Councilmanic Citizens Comaittce peeiusicians Unio No. Plgtencrican 






‘“Vetsrans “Council pebnternational ‘iorkers Order, ALT Jcwis Mar Veterans po posts, : 
B'nai StRith, Council of Jewish Toment ¥ ; 
Vp ae nea A re ee OTE es vt ge A 


It stzted that the Hollywood Strike Strategy Committce has 
bien invited to participate. | 


informed that on October 15, 1945, a hearingwas Db?) 
had before the Los gngsles School soard which was called by the hiobiliza- 


tion for “cnocracy, a recently formed Communist front, to protest the 
Action of the board of education in granting the use of Polytechnic High 
School to GERALD L. K. SMITH. Invitetions to this mecting were sent out 







over the signatures of thé following: | 
i | 4 

ROBERT 1 f KENNY, State Attorney General; a 
Cannel MoXVILLIAMS, writer and professional sponsor; 
G2ZORGEOAMPBELL, Secretary, AFL kmsicians No. 47; : 

‘ PAULINEYLAUBER, Scerctary of the Hollywood #riters hiobi lization; Vi 

; FRANK,PELLEM, Legislative Chairman of Standard ule Unions; 
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PHILIP M. CONNELLY, Secretary-Treasurer, LAIUC; 

ELLEAN OwITZ, CIO-PaC Secretary;. 

Mrs. FRE LLOCK, Chairman, women's Division, American 

Jewi h Congress; _ | | 7 

IN, Executive Director; . 5 

Jewish County Council. . c 

Scurce informed that PHILIP M. CONKELLY spoke at length and 
stated that the racial tension and bigotry have reached a danger point all 
over the United States. He cited instances of race-hate riots among students 
in the schools, how in Los Angeles recently, the white chiidren came to 
scheol armed with chains and other weapons, determined to drive the colored 
children from the school, how white parents drove through the district 
threatening the Negro parents if they continued sending their children to 
that school. CONvaLLY said that the situation was such that the people in 
los 4ngeles were so aroused over the appearance of SHITH that their group 
twould be unable to handle them!. He further stated, "The people were going 
to picket the meeting ana the CIO could not be responsible for what might 
hap venti, 


CONNELLY stated that at the time SMITH appeared in Los Angeles 
previously, the CiOQ had been able te keep "law and order" but this time, it 
would be “utterly impossible for them to de so if the board insisted upon 
allowing the use of public school property by SMITH". He stated that it is 
well knowm that SMITH travels with a "bunch of goons and thugs to protect 
him and if the board does not rescind their actions, there ‘as "danger of 


the reoccurrence of the Detroit incident". 


Se A a a pp PP a 
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The result of the hearing was that the Board of Education ruled | 
that SHITH had a right to speak in the school buildings. ; j 


This same source advised that after the hearing was over, the 


— $nn Por De racy! mhe 
crowd designating themselves as “mobilization for ~emocracy" numbering 


between 30C and 350, went directly from the Board of “ducation in the Chamber 
of Commerce Building to the Noyal Falms Hotel. Source stated that there 

was a mecting already in progress at the Palms Hotel when the CONNELLY crowd 
arrived; that COUNELLY and a few of his friends gathered in the rear of the 
room and evidently were making Doane to put over the program they wanted. 
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CONNELLY was overheard to say: "If that dodo tries to run in 
a sub committee here tonizht, weit have to do ean ney 
At this meeting, the chairman said that CHO HALLORAN, west 
Coast Director of the UAid, would establish the picket line. He said that 1 af 
seventecn organizations will be ready with picket captains. He also stated | vi 
that fiftecn thousand pamphlets would be issued by the regional staff and 
“ee , 
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that sound trucks would be furnished and all unions and organizations 
should attend. : 

Source further stated that a dark complexioned young man with 
a slight impediment of speech, whose first name w URICE, took the 
floor as a representative of thedloi nt Anti # Fascist Refugee b Committee for 
Local 26 of the IIWU ana stated in part that "transportation | on would be 
furnished by caravans, shop stewards Would be captains, chief stewards would 
be Lieutenant Generals of the pickets and the committee staff to run the 
set up with the cio Council and any other groups wishing to participate". 


Ke added that most of the brothers he worked with were Mexicans 
and Negroes and they knew what GERALD L. K. SMITH means to do with them, am 
he would guarantee that they would-see to it that when SMITH was run out of 
Los Angeles, he would be in no shape to return. 
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CONNELLY in the reer of the - room, Stood anc a 
amencinent to a motion making PHILE 
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Smith Meeting at Polytechnic High School 
October 17, 1945 


has informed that this meeting was highly publicized 
by various groups, such as labor unions, the Deily Peoples World, the MFD, 
the CIO, theelic Llywood _indspendent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences, 
and Professions, the American Jaish Council, the International ‘Viorkers 
Grier; and others,. including, the Socialist viorkers Party (Trotskyite), 
vorkers Party (Trotskyits) -tcific-Sound Equipment Company. -thetowms. 
Avcnue _Forum operated “by JHITE Wemuic LEAN, a well known Communi “t 
and many ny other organizations. . 


ed 


Source informed that radio staticns announced the picketing 
of the SMITH meeting on the evening of October 17, 1945, at the Polytechnic 
High School and called for the picketing of the mecting; branding SHITE as 
a "native Fascist", a "hate breeder", and an Yanti labor agitator". 


Source further stated that the pickets brought two sound trucks 


ing ana parkea toot immediately in front of the entrance to the 


to t getir 
high school. They were furnished by the UAI—C1O and 7 UMM and Sit-CIO. 


This source further informed that svi esreeuies a known 
Communist, brought a carload ef placards to the meeting. The placards 
bore such slogans such as "stamp out Fascism in America", "No beachhead 
for Fascism in Los Angeles", "UAii-CIO will fight GERALD L. K. SMITH", 
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"Our Boys Vied for the Democracy Smith would Destroy". “4 
Source further informed that PHILIP M. CONNELLY, secretary of 
the LAIUC, an:ounced over the loud speaker th:t "all longshoremen were to ? 
be the picket captains gnc asked them to go to the opposite side of the 
street and mest a Bilas IREICE and get their instructions and keep the 
picket line moving and kecp it pescenihe 
Source informed that sooasiaetly thirty-five. Negroes, members 
of the Ship Scalers Union, arrived and took their place in the Picket line. 
The crowd was shouting, | pean with Smith", ew with Fascism » "we will run 


he w ane estes Ta 


him out of town" y ana other similar sta 
One of the speakers read over the loud speaker an excerpt from 
the United States War Departnent instruction sheet issued to Army orientation 


officers dated March 24, 1945, reading as mosOnAS "How to Recognize an 
American Fascist". _ 3 


{ 

| 
| 
| 


Source further informed that FHILIP M. CONNELLY appeared to be | 
charge of the picket line. He gave instructions over the ioud speaker. > 
@e pice 


This source further stated that APRAHAPTINKUS, a well know 
member of the Communist Farty and a member of the Bedsration. of Teachers, 
AFL, made a talk over the loud speaker in «hich he stated that there were 
numérous school teachers in the picket line. hen MINKUS had finished, 
the announcer stetcd, "this is the man who is fighting Fascism in the schools. 

\ He is teaching your children and mine the real dangers of Fascism." 


Source further stated that cruntornspass, editor of the 
weniifomia Hagle, made a fiery speech in which she denounced the Los Angeles 
Police Department, stating: "These are the same men who are gassing and 
clubbing the strikers in the Hollyweod motion picture strike". 


This scurce further Li orme 
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that by about 7:45 P.M., the lower 


floor of the auditorium was filled to capacity. In the balcony, there was 

a group of about "twenty-five juvenile hoodlums" who undoubtedly were sent 

into the auditorium by someone to cause trouble. These juveniles were. 
members of tbee¥oung Socialist C: Club. They made loud noises with their shoes, + 
spokes loudly, and one member was seen to stamp his fcct on the floor and 


was beerd to say, "These are the same shoes I mde so much noise with at 
thosb¥OUTH FOR CHRIST! meeting". ‘ 
FN eran et ND 





Source further icreuad that at about 7:40 P.M, SKITH entered 
: the auditorium through the rear entrance and ¥ met by several of his 
followers who were shaking nis hand and esking. questions. oe 
' =10- é 
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Scurce stated that SHITH took the rostrum and immediately 
reccived a tremendous ovation from his fpllowers and boos, cat-calls, and 
hissing from his opponents who were in the audience. He quoted SMITH 
as seying, "If you people here this evening have observed the type of people - 
who ae cutsice the auditorium attempting to prevent this mecting from being 
held, I want to tell you that these groups are encouraged by Hollywood motion | 
picture magnates and EDDI® CANTCR and the 'red rats‘ of Hollywoed". oa 


ee 


Source informed that there ias loud applause by the audience and 
SMITH then said: "If you believe that, let's give it a hand", at which time 
loud applause was given to SHITH. 


Informant stated that SMITH at that time stated that his son 
had fought to uphold the constitution of the United States, frecdom of . 
spsech, and assemblage and that he, SKITH, felt that he would be a poor 
father if he didn't do his part in defending the rights of freedom of speech 
and assemblage in the United States and "God willing, I am going to do that”. 


Informant stated that SMITH at this time explained that _ MEADE 
Mare CLANAHAN, ras not present for the reason that he had on that date buried 
his tvo year old grandson. ‘this statemcnt was loudly booed by the opposition, 
SHITH then stated that if these "rcd rats" thought they could prevent anyone 
from attsnding this meeting, he said, "they heve not stopped us and I will 
hold anot.er meeting in this city <ithin tzo or three weeks", SMITH further © 
stated tnat "they had also taken credit for running him out of town the last 
time I was here but he stated that "ha had not been run out of town by 
tyour Communist -tate Attorney General Robert 9. Kenny! or by anyone of these 
'red rats'", SMITH stated he had travelled several thousand miles md had 
held mestings in numerous large cities in which he had addressed large 4 
crowds. At this time, a private in the United States Army stepped to the | 
| 
{ 


= te 


aisle and asked those in the audience to go with him and take SMITH off the 
pletform. He vas applauded by a smell group of people scattered in the 
audience and he was immediately escerted from the hall. 


This informant stated that at another point during Mr. SMITHts 
Specch, a colored soldier in uniform stood up and openly denounced the 
speaker and immediately left the auditorium. 


Source informed that SMITH later in his speech stated that the 
Soviet Union is now trying to float a loan of six billion dollars and that 
this amount "would be enough to pay each returned soldiar a good bonus", 





Source stated that SKITH then stated, "what's wrong with doing 
Something for the Americans?" —' 


Source informed that ataedouane, representative’ of Attorney et ; 
General Robert ‘i, Kenny's Office, was observed. ae to PHILIP M, CONNELLY © a 
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outside the auditorium and again he observed him in the auditorium where 
he remained until approximately 9:40 P.M. This source estimated that there [ 


were approximately 5,000 people present at tne height of the demonstration : 
outside the Folytechnic High %chool. 





advised that the Mebilization for Democracy met at the L ao 
YUCA at Long Beach on October 13, 1945, and held a mecting and set up an 
executives comittee, selected temporary. officers and raised $300 for the 
purpose of organizing and planning to keep GERALD L. K. SMITH from speaking . 
in Long Beach on Cctcber 20, 1945, as the same action had been taken with | 
respect to SMITH by the MFD at Los Angeles. 


This source further advised tnat it was learned that MITEH's 

organization had rented a hall in the Masonic Temple for October 20, 1945, 
and also that the KFD was wanting to rent a hall in the same building on 
the same date and hour, that is, in the evening. Source stated that they 
sensea at onca that there w ouble brewing. Source stated that contact = 
was made with of the Masonic Temple, and it was 
learned that MLTH Organization had made a twenty dollar deposit on 
the hall for Cctober 20 and November 3, 1945. It vas also learned that the 
MFD group had made arrangements to rent the ‘hall fram the manager of the | 
building, but the MFD group had not made a-eposit. Ths hall for SHITH had i , 
been rented in the name of the Pay Roll Guarantee Association, 







Source stated that MENY phone calls were received by 
demanding that she return tig denesit made by the SMITH group and refuse 
SHITH the use of the hall. @@ 


deposit made by the SHITH group eer them that the hall would not 
be available for them. 









‘ 


Stating that eee voula sue her for damages. 
received a letter signed by attorneys and busines 










to SMITH and upon their recommendation, she again returned the check to the 
SwITH organization. 






 o ed that on October 18, the MFD, being bw 
successful in havin of the Masonic Temple at Long 1D 
Beach, cancel the reservation made by the SITH group, then made arrangements p* 
to sccure ths Masonic Hall for Saturday, October 20, 1945. Source informed 
that invitations were sent to many substantial citizens of Long Beach, 
including the Chief of Foliece ALVIN F. SLAIGHT, and Inspector R. Me ANDERSON 
of the police department to aber this nese: 
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This scurce further reported that the mein speakcrs at this 


meeting were the following: 2 8S =. | 


t 


SLBEZ SLADE, representing Attorney General Robert V7. henny; 


7 vs + : . 7 a“ 4 . = . ‘ 
J ALBERDMLTZ, author and writer for “arner Brothers eas 3 
Re Chania, who was the chairman of the meeting. 
- “anaemia “4 fa. : 1 
Source informed that during the evening, there were other 
speakers who expressed their views regarding SiITH and the Pay Foll Guarantee | 
association, knovm as "HAM 'N EGGS", which had sponsered the SMITE moeting. 





eee eR that a motion was madc from the ' 
floor which provided that the group which was present at this meeting : 
should be considered as charter members of the MfD in Long “each. The 
motion carricd and the chairman-instructed the grcup to do their utmost L 7D 
tc get ss many in attendance at the October 20, 1945, mesting as possible. _ 

GEGRGE SHIBLEY, an attorney at Lone Beach, announced that he | 
had tenatively engaged ONSON VELLES as the main speaker for that mesting, 
which was to be mace the main talking point for attendance, 


oe Eee ‘ : 
eee that SMITH and his spcensers had 
made arrangements to hold a mesting at the masonic Temple in Long “cach on 


Cetcber 20, 1945, and hed peid the rental in advance, but scuree informed 


that seme of ths gang from the MFD in Los 4ngeles came to Long “each and 
held a mecting, several cf whom source recegnizea as Communists. 


Scurce stated that it was announced at thi meeting that ORSON 
WALLS could not be present and explained that HENBER x ERNAN had some to 
fill his piace on the program. . - 


Source stated that BISERMAN devoted much time to World War III 
and steted that SITE end the Fascists were planning to bring it on. He 
explained that "some of us woke up" and tricd’ to tell them what was coming 
before we got into iiorld war II but hs stated that there were thousands 


- of young mcn who were too young to understend. BIBERMsAN further stated, 


tBgcause more people did not weke u., we lost those fine young men." 
BIBERLLN charged that SLITH and his like were trying to stert it all over 
again. . 


S:urec further stated that BIBERMAN stated, "ncthing is going 
to stcp this committesa from kcoping SMITH from spoiling a world so mny 
have dicd to save". 
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Scurce further informed that several others spoke, each one 
depicting "what a calamity it would be to permit SMITH to speak in Long 
Beach", By way of explanation here, it may be stated that HERBERT BIBERMAN 
is the party who was picketing the white House on June <2, 1941, when HITLER 
launched his campaign against Russia. It may also be stated that BIBERMAN } 
was thevast Coast director of thoeferérican Peace kobilization, afterwards the 

american Peoples Mobilization. ae cae 


7 ea : toat a modting of the MFD was held at the b7. 
Masonic *emple, Long alifornia, on October 20, 1945. This source i. 


Stated that the plans for this Organization were carried out according to 
plans laid down by the organizaticn leaders at the ee at the Los 
Angeles City College August 26, 1945. 
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This source stated that a*small number of persons who are 
promoting the formation of a kobilization for Democracy local at Long Beach 
announced a dinner meeting to be held at a prominent hotel, and invited 
prominent businessmen, city officials, and others of good standing to meet 
with them to discuss matters of mutual interest. The promoters have one 
or more prominent speakers to cutline their program which is made to appear 
very attractive. The real purpose of the meeting is not revealed but they 
endeavor to get the persons present to commit themselves to support the . 
program and join with them in their undertaking. ‘he result is that no one 
demands to know what they propose to do and there is a sort of silence gives 
consent" to support their program. The promoters then put notices in the 
newspapers about the meeting and give the names of the officials and other 
prominent persons «ho attended the first meeting and make the bold statement 
that the persons named "are members of the Mobilization For Yemocracy". In 
the same announcement in the newspaper, the promoters always announce a 
mass meeting within two or three days after the dinner mecting. Everything 
is rushed through nid no one is given oppor tanthy to withdraw from ave 
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commitment. 

At the dinner, the promoters announce that some ppeaiasnt 
Hollywood star has been engaged to appear at the mass mesting and this fact 
is used in their leaflets, which are distributed all over the city and 
eutlying districts in order to draw a large crowd. when thecrowd is gathered 
at the mass mecting, they call out the names of prominent men and city 
officials, whether they are there or not,and request them to come to the 
platform. ‘Snough will come forward to make a large group on the platforn, 
who appear to be in favor of the program. 





Source stated that a motion is then made to the mass meeting 
to form a permanent organization with a special action comnittce and a 
plan to appeal to the City Council and County Supervisors to make this 
committee a part of the local government. The proposal is that the committee 
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4s to be "composed of appointees" but not elected. Said committee is to 
be furnished "with city funds to use as they see fit". | 


This source further reported that 4% will be noted that the 
same people who are leaders of the Mobilization for Democracy are also in 
such organizeticns as the JOINT ANTI FASCIST REFUGEE COMMIT THE, THEI TIZENS | 
CQ@MITTRE FOR.POLITICAL ACTION, THEHOLLYWCOD DEMOCRATIC COMITTER, and (. 
other organizations of this nature. . : 


pets Eck ey * 
! 


The Los 4ngeles News for November 5, 1945, carried a picture 

of a picket line, picketing the GERALD L. K. SMITH meeting at the Polytechnic 
High Schocl. The article states that fifty-seven demonstrators face court | 
for picketing the SHITH rally; that fifty-seven men, women and minor-age 
boys and girls were scheduled to appear in Lincoln Heights Municipal Court 

on charges of disturbing a rally staged by GERALD L. K. SMITH. It further 
stated that the law "hauled them away from the meeting". Adults were booked - 

on "charges of interrupting a public meeting in a public school"; juveniles 
were charged with violating a state law having to do with "parental supervision", 


The article stated that an estimated 8, 000 persons picketed the ~ 
meeting cutside the school. 


The article further stated that “several hundred in the audience 
had come not to cheer SMITH", however, "police, spaced a few feet apart in 
every aisle in the auditorium, pounced on all disruptors and promptly led 
them away. Some objectors stood up, shouted their dissent to utterances of 

.+ SMITH, and then walked out voluntarily. There was no trouble cutside where 
the thousands of pickets marched, carrying placards, denouncing MITH and 
Fascism", . 


em ee 


"Helmeted police roped off traffic and stood side by side to 
form a lane along which SMITH's sympathizers could walk through the picket 
line and enter the school. -The police carried clubs and gas masks." 


"Inside the auditorium three rows of the audience ,» which were | 
filled mostly with soldiers, ostentatiously read newspapers to show their | 
disregard for SMITH when he went through his platform routines." | 


nThere \ were a number of scuffles with police, One boy received : 
a minor leg injury. At one point, SMITH paused in his speech and said to 7 _ 
police, ‘Take ‘em out horizontally as far as I am oe ; 


"The picketing as epopeeres by the Mobilization for “emocracy , ; 
recently begun by State Attorney Yeneral Robert Ww. Kenny,labor union leaders, f 


and various citizens groups. After the SMITH meeting, the pickets adjourned we 
for a meeting of their own an the Olympic Auditorium." — 
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The Los Angeles News for November 6, 1945, stated in parts n 
"picketing and a rally meeting at. Olympic Auditorium were sponsored by - |. 
the Mobilization for Yemocracy organization headed’ by Attorney General | | 
Robert #, Kenny and by labor union leaders and other groups. Among the 
pickets arrested were several youths who were arrested last Friday in 
students! picketing of the Board of “ducation protesting SKITH's use of | 
the school for his meeting". ae 
- ; | 
The “aily Peoples iovid for November 5, 19459 under the heading, | 
Nxankin Red Paiters Called Fascist Threat", stated that "immediate dissolu- |; 


‘tion of the house committee on un-American activities was asked today ina 


petition to President Truman from the HCLLY.OOD INDEPENDENT CITIZENS CQRITTTEE 
OF THE ARTS SCIENCES, AND PRCFESSICNS. The statement declared that the house 
committee headed by popresentative JOHN RANKIN through its drive against 
the freedom cf the radio and film industry and its threat against la a 
columnists is aiming to establish Fascism in america". 

The Feoples World for November 6, 1945, under the heading, 
"L.A. Cops &4ct as Smith's Goons" stated in part, "Some fifty citizens 
arrested at GERALD L. K. SMITH's harangue Saturday night for allegedly 
disturbing a meeting in a public school. All defendants appeared in court 
today, ready to plea not guilty tirough their attorney, JOHN T. McTERNAN, 
but Judge BEN ROSENTHAL delayed the prcceedings because no written complaints 
were ready", It further stated, "Veteran of orld ivar II and the Spanish 
war was jailed when he prctested the clubbing of another citizen". 


A copy of this report is being furnished to the ae Francisco 
Field Division and %an biego Field Division as it is believed this - M 
report ceniains information which will be of interest to thcse offices. 
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These sources are being maintained 
confidential for security reasons. 









= ADVISIS DYE 
: SLIP (S) Cs 
i DATE 


Ae ak, Se ina 


+ 


